
THE NEWSPAPER OF KEW GARDENS, REGO PARK, MASPETH, GLENDALE & MIDDLE VILLAGE

Your Neighborhood - Your News® 75 cents

 A CNG Publication • Vol. 15, No. 36                                                68 total pages  

M
AILING ADDRESS GOES HERE

Sept. 8-14, 2011

56-25 Myrtle Ave., Ridgewood
718-497-5470

sterlingoptical.comWe accept most health insurance plans

EYE EXAM JUST $9.99!

Complete Pairs of Eyeglasses

2for$5999 30%
off

1st

Pair
2nd

Pair 60%
off

Anna Tatishvili worked on her swing as a young girl at Juniper Valley Park, and 
this year she returned to Queens to compete in her first US Open.  

Photo by Connor Adams Sheets

Weprin leads
money race

against Turner
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Political action committees 
have donated to Assemblyman 
David Weprin’s (D-Little Neck) 
campaign at a rate nearly 50 
times as high as his Republican 
rival, Bob Turner, in the race for 
the 9th Congressional District 

seat, Federal 
Election Com-
mission records 
showed.

Weprin raised more than 
$291,000 from PACs while Turn-

Girl’s path leads
from Juniper Pk.
to the US Open

Coach sighted 7-year-old on courts in 1997
BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

In the summer of 1997, 7-year-
old Anna Tatishvili took a vaca-
tion from the Republic of Georgia 
to visit her aunt in Rego Park.

A coach saw her playing ten-
nis that August at Juniper Valley 
Park in Middle Village, and her 
path to her first berth at the US 
Open this year had begun.

From Georgia to Queens to 
years of intense training in Flor-
ida, hers has been a long journey, 
culminating with her triumphant 

return to the borough at 21 years 
old to compete in the tournament 
held each year at the USTA Billie 
Jean King National Tennis Cen-
ter in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

“This is like my second home, 
New York City and Queens. It’s al-
ways nice coming back because it 
brings back a lot of good memo-
ries,” she said Aug. 31 in an exclu-
sive interview with TimesLedger 
Newspapers at the US Open me-
dia center.
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After Irene pols push 
to bury overhead wires
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BY JOE ANUTA

Nearly a year after a 
tornado tore though the 
borough a large, uprooted 
stump on a Forest Hills 
street corner was removed 
Tuesday, but residents have 
no idea who did it.

Four days before, resi-
dents complained that the 
city had not disposed of 
the unsightly stump even 
though others in the area 
were removed.

“The city is supposed 
to take care of it,” said Rana 
Mumtaz, who lives near the 
corner of Ascan Avenue 
and Ingram Street. “It’s 
ridiculous. They haven’t 
done anything.”

On Sept. 16, 2010, a 
twister knocked over the 
tree, along with many oth-
ers across the borough.

But the city Parks 
Department left this par-
ticular tree untouched by 
what residents are calling a 
boundary dispute.

The street corner in 
question lies on the bound-
ary of the Forest Hills Gar-
dens Corp., a private hous-
ing community that takes 
up a large swath of the 
neighborhood.

The city does not own 
the streets in the Gardens, 
and the community funds 
all the maintenance itself.

But the boundaries 
do not always follow neat 
lines, and in this case the 
first third of the block 
starting at Ascan Avenue 
does not belong to the Gar-
dens, but the other remain-
ing portion does, according 

to residents and maps of the 
Gardens. In addition, the 
north half of Ingram Street 
belongs to the Gardens 
while the southern half — 
for the third of the block — 
belongs to the city. A black 
line runs down the middle 
of the road where roadwork 
has only taken place on half 
the street.

After the tornado hit, 
Mumtaz said the tree fell 
across Ingram Street and 
into the yards of some Gar-
dens residents.

“The Gardens cut it up 
so people could drive,” she 
said. “They did that as a 
courtesy.”

Residents complained 
to office of City Council-
woman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills), and staff-

ers investigated who actu-
ally owned the property 
where the stump stood.

Based on the record 
staffers consulted, they be-
lieved the stump was in city 
territory and sent a letter to 
Parks in August. 

But Parks said that the 
stump lies on city property.

“After looking at maps 
from the Borough Presi-
dent’s Topographical Bu-
reau and the Department of 
Transportation, Parks de-
termined the tree at 11 In-
gram St. is within private 
property,” Parks said in a 
statement. “We are work-
ing with Councilwoman 
Koslowitz to determine 
discrepancies between the 
records used to make this 
determination.”

A spokeswoman from 
Parks said that the city did 
not remove the stump.

A representative from 
the Gardens said that the 
housing community did not 
remove the stump.

Claudia Pimelo Haus-
er, whose mother lives in 
the house on the corner, 
said that no one from her 
family called to have the 
stump removed.

She and her mother 
stopped by the house on 
Sunday, and the stump was 
still there.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY JOE ANUTA

The West Side Ten-
nis Club is taking a more 
transparent approach in its 
second attempt to sell the 
land currently occupied by 
its historic stadium, after a 
more secretive process last 
year incensed some mem-
bers.

The club announced 
a request for proposals 
Aug. 1, and hosted a walk-
through of the property 
Aug. 15, which was attended 
by about a dozen people, in-
cluding architects and real 
estate firms, according to 
Vincent Riso of Briarwood 
Organization, a Bayside-
based developer.

“The location is an 
area to die for,” he said after 
attending the walk-through 
and question-and-answer 
session by the club. “We’d 
have to say we’re interested 
in it.”

The club did not stipu-
late that the stadium need-
ed to be maintained in the 
development proposals, 
Riso said. The ideas, which 
are completely up to the ar-
chitects and firms, are due 
at the end of October.

Representatives from 
the West Side Tennis Club 
declined to comment.

Last year, the club 
members were shown only 
one proposal by Queens de-
veloper Cord Meyer, based 
in Forest Hills. This year, 
according to a source fa-
miliar with the proceed-
ings, the club has had 
many interested parties get 
in touch and has kept club 
members abreast of the pro-
ceedings. In fact, the club 
has had so many options to 
choose from it has had to 
weed out some unqualified 
applicants. Some of them 
lacked adequate funding, 
others lacked the experi-
ence to take on such a large 
project.

Because of the influx 
of options and transpar-
ency, the process is much 
more open that last time 
around, the source said.

Last year, Cord Meyer 
put out a bid of about $10 
million to buy the property 
and build condos while re-
taining the stadium facade.

But according to An-
thony Colletti, chief operat-
ing officer for Cord Meyer, 

This stump was removed over Labor Day weekend after sitting uprooted for nearly a year after a tor-
nado tore through Forest Hills. Photo by Joe Anuta

Who cleared the eyesore?
Forest Hills residents stumped over who removed tornado memento

Tennis Club changes 
stadium sale process

The West Side Tennis Club is soliciting proposals from developers 
who want to build on the footprint currently occupied by the his-
toric tennis stadium. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 16
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3Pheffer seat contenders make fi nal push to get votes
Deacy and Goldfeder spend thousands as they make their cases to constituents in Rockaways
BY JOE ANUTA

Less than a week re-
mained for the two candi-
dates vying for the 23rd 
state Assembly seat, and 
Republican Jane Deacy and 
Democrat Phil Goldfeder 
were combing the Rock-
aways trying to curry favor 
before the Sept. 13 election.

In stark contrast to the 
congressional campaign 
being waged in the 9th 
District, the race between 
Deacy and Goldfeder has 
been devoid of attack ads 
and barbs traded between 
the two candidates.

Both Deacy and Gold-
feder live in the Rockaways 
and have bases of support 
clustered in various neigh-
borhoods around the is-
land.

They have largely kept 
to simple campaign tactics: 
Get out and meet the vot-
ers.

“I’ve spent my career 
working every corner of 
this borough and this city. 
I’m not about to stop now,” 
Goldfeder said, indicating 
he has been canvassing 
all areas of his district re-
gardless of their status as 
Democratic or Republican 
strongholds. “I will con-
tinue to fight for the need 
of every constituent and I 
can’t do that without talk-
ing to everyone from every 
area.”

Michael Coppotelli, 
campaign manager for 
Deacy, also said that meet-
ing voters was the main fo-
cus for the campaign.

“We are campaigning 
all across the district we 
are not taking anything 

for granted,” he said. “It’s 
not about party, religion or 
creed. It’s about how you 
help the taxpayers, make 
sure you’re responsible 
with their money and bring 
reform to the dysfunction 
that is Albany.”

As of Tuesday after-

noon, Goldfeder had spent 
twice as much as Deacy 
for the campaign, accord-
ing to documents from the 
state Board of Elections. 
Deacy had spent a total of 
$26,653.80 while Goldfeder 
had spent $66,024.26.

Both candidates agree 

on several issues, like the 
need to promote more busi-
ness in the Rockaways. 
Both have expressed their 
desire to abolish the toll on 
the Cross Bay Bridge and 
indicated that tax breaks or 
credits need to be given to 
small businesses to encour-
age hiring.

But they also differ as 
well.

Goldfeder has worked 
in offices of numerous elect-
ed officials, like U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.), 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and the woman who for-
merly held the 23rd state 
Assembly seat, Audrey 
Pheffer. And he is proud of 
that experience.

He said the 23rd Dis-
trict would best be served 
by investing in small busi-
ness and improving trans-
portation options to the 
Rockaways, Howard Beach 
and other parts of the dis-

trict.
“I’ve been fighting on 

behalf of the public for 10 
years,” he said. “These are 
not issues that are new to 
me. I look forward to bring 
a fresh voice to governance 
with experience.”

Deacy on the other 
hand has signed a pledge 
not to vote for any bill that 
raises taxes.

She said lower taxes 
and less bureaucratic leg-
islation will free the busi-
ness environment from 
constraint and kick-start 
the economy, according to 
Coppotelli.

“[Job growth] is the 
No. 1 issue facing the dis-
trict,” Coppotelli said.

Deacy also wants to 
eliminate the MTA payroll 
tax, which takes a certain 
amount from business own-
ers when they pay each 
employee to support public 
transportation.

Republican Jane Deacy (l.) and Democrat Phil Goldfeder are run-
ning for the 23rd Assembly District.

Amerasia Bank has consistently been 

rated “Five Star Superior” by inde-

pendent financial rating company, 

BauerFinancial, indicating that we 

are one of  the securest and most 

trustworthy bank in the country. 

Main Office: 41-06 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355 
Tel: (718) 463-3600 | Fax: (718) 539-8150 

Elmhurst Branch: 86-26 Broadway, Elmhurst, NY 11373 
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Accounts, Saving Accounts & Certificates of Deposit. Personal, 

Commercial, and Mortgage Loans, Trade Finance, Letter of 

Credit, Domestic & International Collection. Wire Transfers, 

Safe Deposit Boxes, Internet Banking & ATM Cards. 
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4 Queens man’s bid for 9/11 ceremony granted
Principal of Stuyvesant HS near Ground Zero reluctant to host students who witnessed attacks
BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

 
A Flushing man who 

was student body president 
at Stuyvesant High School 
in Lower Manhattan on 
Sept. 11, 2001, has finally 
forged a compromise al-
lowing him and his former 
classmates to hold a private 
remembrance ceremony 
at their alma mater on the 
10th anniversary of the at-
tacks.

For weeks the school’s 
principal, Stanley Teitel, 
ignored and deflected in-
quiries by Jukay Hsu and a 
number of his fellow alum-
ni, who were hoping to host 
a memorial event at the 
school located blocks from 
Ground Zero, according to 
Hsu. 

Teitel had still not giv-
en his blessing for the plan, 
but with the help of Man-
hattan Borough President 
Scott Stringer’s office, Hsu 
said he was able to reach a 
compromise Tuesday with 

the Battery Park City Au-
thority, which has reserved 
the entire first floor of the 
10-story building, which is 
on Battery Park City prop-
erty.

The group has granted 
the alumni a permit for 
up to 300 guests to use the 
school’s theater for their 
ceremony, which will take 
place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Sunday, Hsu said.

“Thank for you for 
your continued participa-
tion and support! It’s re-
ally touching to see the 
Stuyvesant community 
come together,” Hsu said in 
a Tuesday e-mail to his fel-
low alumni announcing the 
deal. “I’m really glad we’re 
able to put this behind us 
so that we can focus on the 
commemoration itself.”

Teitel and Stringer’s 
office did not reply to re-
quests for comment,

Many of the students’ 
lives were forever altered 
on 9/11, and dozens saw one 

or both of the planes hit the 
World Trade Center, Hsu 
said. They did not return to 
their school, at 345 Cham-

bers St., for more than a 
month after the attacks.

Hsu, now a 27-year-old 
Harvard University gradu-

ate and former platoon 
commander in Iraq, said 
he and many of his former 
classmates were taken 

aback when Teitel was not 
supportive of the plan.

Those who felt let down 
by Teitel’s position include 
26-year-old Cherelle Har-
rell, who lived in Jamaica 
and was at the school on 
9/11.

“It’s frustrating that 
we’ve been given such a 
runaround and it’s disap-
pointing that the principal 
would allow his personal 
feelings to affect what so 
many of us are trying to 
do,” she said. “I just think 
that the experience we all 
shared on Sept. 11 was very 
unique for us as kids who 
ranged from 14 to 17 years 
old.”

Teitel eventually said 
he would consider allowing 
the event, but that he would 
have to charge the former 
students for the right, ac-
cording to Hsu. It is un-
clear whether the group 
will have to pay to use the 
theater.

Jukay Hsu, of Flushing, has reached a compromise allowing a group of Stuyvesant High School alumni 
to host a 9/11 remembrance ceremony at the school’s theater near Ground Zero on Sunday.   

Photo by Christina Santucci

BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

A community group 
created earlier this year in 
hopes of bringing an applied 
sciences university campus 
to Queens has received the 
backing of a critical new 
supporter: Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall.

As one of the key play-
ers in borough politics and 
government, Marshall’s 
endorsement brings added 
attention to the proposal 
by Coalition for Queens: 
Silicon Valley 2.0 to bring a 
college to her borough.

On Aug. 29, Marshall 
wrote a letter to Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg asking 
him to include one or more 
slices of land in Queens 
as preferred sites for the 

construction of a new uni-
versity aimed at fostering 
the city’s burgeoning tech 
sector.

“I am writing to ex-
press my support for the 
Coalition for Queens’ on-
going efforts to encourage 
prospective universities 
to consider the borough of 
Queens as a primary site 
for the city’s proposed ap-
plied sciences university,” 
she wrote. “Queens is ex-
periencing unprecedented 
levels of economic develop-
ment activity, and I believe 
the development of a ‘Tech 
City’ in its midst would be 
to the great benefit of our 
city.”

She did not specifically 
name a site — the coalition 

Beep on board for 
Queens ‘Tech City’

Hindu god draws crowd to Flushing
BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

The streets of Flushing 
were inundated with joyous 
revelers Sunday afternoon 
in the annual procession 
marking the end of the nine-
day Sri Ganesha Chaturthi 
festival.

Thousands of Hindu 
worshipers flocked to the 
Sri Maha Vallabha Ganapati 
Devasthanam Temple, at 45-
57 Bowne St., to bless the 15-
foot silver chariot known as 
the Ratha Yatra and festoon 
it with flower garlands and 
other decorations before sending it 
off on its annual journey along Main 
Street.

The day’s festivities kicked off 
with hours of prayers devoted to Ga-
nesh — the elephant-headed god of 
removing obstacles, represented as a 
statue inside the chariot — followed 
by the smashing of coconuts and mel-
ons as an initial  offering to him.

Then the worshipers streamed 
out onto the street, bedecked in their 
finest dhotis and colorful saris, where 
they formed a massive wave of devo-
tion, slowly making its way to Main 
Street, which is shut down every Sep-
tember for the parade.

Anu Jara, a regular temple at-
tendee from Queens Village, said she 
looks forward to the event each year.

“This is one of the cul-
minations of the Hindu reli-
gion,” she said as she walked 
with her fellow devotees, 
who flocked from across the 
region for the fete. “In India, 
it would be a one- to two-day 
festival, but we’ve extended 
it here in America to cap-
ture the spirit of Ganesh 
and to engage the youth and 
get them to become more in-
volved in the festivities and 

the religion. It’s kind of hot 
and sticky and miserable, but 
it’s great. We’ve been coming 
to this temple close to 20 years. 
We don’t know anything else 

besides this.”
The event is something of a so-

cial occasion in addition to being a 
holy day for the religion, and live mu-
sic, dancing and food are major parts 
of the celebration.

Many people make traditional 
Indian foods to offer to Ganesh in ex-
change for good tidings in the coming 

Hindu devotees march alongside the silver chariot containing a 
statue of Lord Ganesh during the massive procession that marks 
the end of the nine-day Sri Ganesha Chaturthi festival held each 
year in Flushing.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 51
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5Put lines underground: Beep
Marshall, Crowley want overhaul of borough’s power wires in wake of Irene

BY REBECCA HENELY

Borough President 
Helen Marshall and City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
want Con Edison to bury 
electrical and other power 
lines after Tropical Storm 
Irene felled many trees on 
its path through Queens at 
the end of August, taking 
down overhead wires and 
cutting power to many.

“We’ve got a half dozen 
problems relating to a tree 
coming down,” said Dan 
Andrews, spokesman for 
Marshall. “It’s not just a 
tree.”

The city managed to 
avoid the devastation that 
hit parts of New Jersey in 
upstate New York, but the 
city Parks Department said 
many trees were taken out 
during the storm. Parks 
Commissioner Adrian Be-
nepe said in a statement 
the department received 
9,000 calls during the storm 
about tree conditions and 
that the impact to the city’s 
trees could be as much or 
greater than the tornadoes 
and macroburst that struck 
Queens and Brooklyn last 

year.
The tornadoes felled 

4,000 trees across the city 
and caused President Ba-
rack Obama to declare the 
borough a federal disaster 
area.

“While Hurricane 
Irene may have weakened 
somewhat as [it] hit New 
York City,  it still packed a 
hard punch, leaving thou-

sands of trees down or 
damaged on streets and in 
parks,” Benepe said.

Obama declared the 
borough a natural disaster 
area again last week due 
to Irene, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
said.

Andrews said more 
than 900 trees came down 
in Queens during and after 

the storm and that some of 
those trees felled electrical 
wires in the process. An-
drews said while Queens 
has a large number of trees, 
it also has 7,000 more miles 
of overhead wires than any 
other borough.

Allan Drury, spokes-
man for Con Edison, said 
the cost would be a burden 

Borough President Helen Marshall and City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley want Con Edison to in-
stall underground wires after many wires like those in front of this Broad Channel home were pulled 
down by falling trees during Hurricane Irene. Photo by Christina Santucci

St. Michael’s creates FDNY monument
BY REBECCA HENELY

St. Michael’s Cemetery, which 
has multiple memorials to those who 
were killed trying to save others on 
Sept. 11, 2011, will be dedicating a 
monument to all firefighters who died 
on that tragic day this year.

“The first responders who re-
sponded marching into collapsing 
buildings knowing they were walking 
to their deaths demand our respect, 
thanks, awe, devotion and to never be 
forgotten,” Ed Horn, spokesman for 
the cemetery, said in a statement.

The cemetery, located at 72-02 As-
toria Blvd. in East Elmhurst, has in-
stalled memorials  to those who died 
on 9/11 since 2004. These memorials 
include one for the 76 firefighters who 
died from Queens or worked in the 
borough,  the 23 police officers from 

across the city who died and all the 37 
Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey workers who died.

The new memorial will be for all 
343 firefighters who perished on 9/11. 
The ceremony, which is open to the 
public, will take place Saturday, Sept. 
24, at 2 p.m.

St. Michael’s started installing 
the memorials after the parents of 
Christopher Santora, a firefighter 
from Long Island City who had been 
killed that day, approached Horn with 
a request to remember the 76 fire-
fighters from Queens who had died. 
The Santoras and the cemetery have 
continued to create memorials and 
held a fund-raiser earlier this year to 
raise the $50,000 needed to create the 
one that will be unveiled later this 
month.

Reach reporter Rebecca Henely by 
e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

St. Michael’s Cemetery, which has held nu-
merous ceremonies to honor firefighters 
killed on 9/11, will unveil a memorial for 
all firefighters who died that day Sept. 24. 
The above ceremony was for Pat Kiefer’s 
(r.) son Michael, of whom she holds a pic-
ture. Photo by Christina Santucci

Animal specialists have been called in to find Jack the cat who went 
missing at JFK Airport two weeks ago. Photo courtesy of Facebook

PA on the lookout 
for lost cat at JFK

BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
Airport officials have 

not discovered the where-
abouts of a four-legged 
traveler who got lost in the 
shuffle when John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport 
had to shut down for Hurri-
cane Irene, but they are get-
ting tremendous support 
from the feline’s growing 
online fanbase.

Representatives from 
the Port Authority and 
American Airlines said 
they have not found Jack 
the cat, who disappeared 
from Terminal 8 Aug. 25, 
two days before the PA 
shut down the airports 
in advance of the storm. 
Jack and his owner, Karen 
Pascoe, were supposed to 
board Flight 177 from New 
York to San Francisco, but 
the feline got away from its 
kennel in the baggage area, 
according to a spokesman 
for American Airlines.  He 
was discovered missing 
as the airport stopped ser-
vice.

The PA and the airline 
have taken several precau-
tions to get Jack home safe 
and sound.

“We have been in 
touch with Jack’s owner 
since the incident occurred 
and will continue to work 
with her to help find Jack,” 
American Airlines spokes-
man Ned Raynolds said in 
a statement. “American 
shares our customers’ con-

cern for finding Jack. We 
offer our sincere regrets for 
this incident and are doing 
everything possible to lo-
cate him.”

Pascoe could not be 
reached for comment as 
of press time, but she ac-
cepted the airline’s offer to 
come back to New York Fri-
day and help out with the 
search, according to Amer-
ican Airlines. She was not 
alone in the search.

In addition to review-
ing surveillance footage, 
placing humane traps with 
cat food and searching 
every inch of the termi-
nal, the airline has hired 
animal search and rescue 
experts to help find Jack. 
The airline said it did not 
know how the cat got out of 
its kennel, but it has placed 
food in it just in case he 
wants to return there.

The search for Jack 
has received strong sup-
port through social net-
working sites. A Facebook 
page “Jack The Cat is Lost 
in AA Baggage” has more 
than 12,000 fans and is 
growing as news of the lost 
feline has gone viral on the 
Internet.

Aside from offering 
their support, the fans are 
also posting humorous 
greetings and solutions 
to finding Jack. One user 
posted a picture of a dog 
yawning with the caption 
“Jaaaaaaaaack, where are 
you!?!?!”

Continued on Page 51



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, S

EP
T. 

1-7
, 2

01
1 

WE

6

After School 
Growth Program

www.onceuponatime-inc.com
87-61 111th Street, Richmond Hill. NY 11418 

(1/2 block so. of Jamaica Ave., J train, Q56 and Q37 buses) 

718-846-9182 or 718-849-6594 • E-mail: oncetime@aol.com

Monday through Friday until 7:00 pm.

REGISTRATION: $25 per child, TUITION: $70 per week 
for one child, $100 per week for two children.

Licensed by the NYS Office of Children 
and Family Services. Licensed teachers.

Our After School Growth 
Program combines quality 
arts training, homework help 
and tutoring, and valuable 
socialization for the school 
age children whom we bus 
to our facility daily.

Program coverage on
half days, holidays and 
vacations. daily curriculum 
of dance and homework.

Private academic tutoring 
available during program hours.
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BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

The long Labor Day 
weekend was one of the most 
violent periods in recent 
memory in New York City, 
with 24 shootings recorded 
in 24 hours and more than 
40 between Saturday morn-
ing and Monday night, ac-
cording to police.

Queens was not spared 
in the carnage, as seven 
people were shot in non-fa-
tal incidents in the borough 
and one Far Rockaway 
man was stabbed to death 
on Saturday and Sunday 
alone. The violence does 
not seem to be letting up 
with another man stabbed 
to death Tuesday morning 
in Richmond Hill.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg called the wave 
of violence “unconscio-
nable” and said the federal 
government needs to enact 
tougher gun laws in re-
sponse to the bloodletting, 
the New York Post report-
ed.

“We just cannot con-
tinue to have these guns in 
the hands of kids who don’t 
understand the value of hu-
man life,” Bloomberg said.

The weekend of horror 
kicked off early Saturday 
morning with the stabbing 
that left 27-year-old Craig 
Jackson, of 711 Seagirt Ave. 
in the Rockaways, dead in 
front of 571 Central Ave. 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
Brooklyn, police said. 
The man had been fight-
ing with an acquaintance 
over a woman when he was 
stabbed, the Post reported, 
and his killer had not been 
caught as of Tuesday.

The bloodshed con-
tinued when a 30-year-old 
woman was shot in the 
hand at 205-18 116th Road 
in Jamaica shortly before 
midnight that night, ac-
cording to the Breaking 
News Network, which re-
ported at 12:12 a.m. that 
police were looking for a 
black, late-model, four-door 
Jeep in connection with the 

incident.
Then police were mobi-

lized at about 2:30 a.m. Sun-
day in order to conduct an 
evidence search and look 
for a heavyset black man 
who fled “toward the proj-
ects” after shooting three 
men at 14-10 Beach Chan-
nel Drive in Far Rockaway, 
BNN said.

And at 6 a.m., BNN re-
ported that police were mo-
bilized again in response to 
the non-fatal shootings of 
two men at Seagirt Avenue 
and Beach 26th Street in 
the Rockaways. Police did 
not immediately indicate 
whether the shootings were 
related to Seagirt Avenue 
resident Jackson’s death 
the previous day.

Another Jamaica 
shooting took place Sun-
day morning shortly be-
fore 9:04 a.m., when BNN 
reported that a woman had 
been shot at Sutphin Boule-
vard and South Road. In the 
wake of the shooting, police 
were searching for a silver 

Lexus last seen driving 
southbound on South Road, 
according to BNN.

Police say they also re-
sponded at 6:45 a.m. Tues-
day to a 911 call about a 
man who had been stabbed 
at 134-17 101st Ave. When 
police arrived, they say 
they found a 28-year-old 
Asian man, who they later 
identified as Nanan Davin-
dra, with a “sustained stab 
wound to the upper torso 
region.”

Emergency person-
nel responded as well and 
took the victim to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead on arrival, 
police said. Carol Singh, 27, 
was charged with murder 
and criminal possession of 
a weapon Tuesday, accord-
ing to police.

Reach reporter Connor 
Adams Sheets by e-mail at 
csheets@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4538.

Police investigate the shooting of a contractor in Ozone Park on Aug. 31. The incident came days before a spate of violence that swept 
across Queens this past weekend.  Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Irene causes residents
to lose their insurance

BY JOE ANUTA
 
In the wake of Tropi-

cal Storm Irene, insurance 
companies have been drop-
ping coverage for Queens 
residents who live in flood-
prone areas, according to a 
borough lawmaker.

Major insurance com-
panies, including State 
Farm and Allstate, have 
been sending out non-re-
newal notices to homeown-
ers in Howard Beach, said 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach).

Many residents who 
were dropped never filed a 
claim and have paid their 
premiums on time, Add-
abbo said.

“It could be the perfect 
client, but solely because 
of where they live they are 
dropped,” he said. “It seems 
unfair.”

The companies are 
large enough to absorb 
claims from the neighbor-
hood, according to Add-
abbo, because of their na-
tional scale. But they have 
decided Howard Beach is a 
risk, he said, and due to lax 
regulations, the companies 
only need to send a note to 
customers in order to drop 
their claim.

Addabbo would like 
to require insurance com-
panies to inform custom-
ers why their policies were 
dropped and possibly pro-
vide coverage until resi-
dents could get a new plan, 
he said.

But a spokesman for 
State Farm said that the 
non-renewal notices have 
nothing to do with the trop-
ical storm.

“There should be no 
correlation connecting 
someone receiving a non-
renewal letter and a storm 
coming through,” said 
Doug Nadeau. “It’s not as 
if after a storm, insurance 
companies go out and man-
age their risk profile.”

Instead, insurance 
companies are constantly 
assessing risk on a case-
by-case basis, Nadeau said. 
Some of the people who 
received a non-renewal no-
tice owned houses that sim-
ply did not meet the criteria 
State Farm uses to insure a 
home.

“Managing cata-
strophic risk, we take a 
balanced and measured ap-
proach,” Nadeau said. “But 
we need to continue to man-
age our book of business.”

Insurance companies 
offer homeowner’s insur-
ance, which does not cover 
floods. Flood insurance is 
offered through a federal 
entity called The National 
Flood Insurance Program.

Addabbo’s office ad-
vised constituents who 
have lost their coverage to 
contact the Costal Market 
Assistance Program at ny-
piua.com/cmap.html or the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency at fema.
gov for advice on how to 
purchase new insurance.

If constituents believe 
they have been wrongly 
dropped, they can contact 
the state Insurance Depart-
ment at ins.state.ny.us.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Violence wreaks havoc in boro
Seven people shot throughout Queens during Labor Day weekend

Friend us on Facebook: facebook.com/timesledgerfacebook.com/timesledger

Get your Queens news on Facebook:
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ELMHURST — Police 
have asked for the public’s 
help in finding a teenage 
girl who went missing more 
than three months ago in 
Elmhurst.

Crystal Otero, a 
14-year-old, 130-pound His-
panic girl with black hair 
and brown eyes, was last 
seen in the vicinity of 73-00 
Queens Blvd. at about 10:43 
p.m. June 1, according to 
police, who have released a 
photograph of the teen.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding Otero 
or her disappearance is 
asked to submit their tips 
by calling NYPD Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-577-8477, 

submitting them online at 
nypdcrimestoppers.com or 
texting them to 274637 then 
enter TIP577.

KEW GARDENS — Po-
lice have sought the pub-
lic’s assistance in finding 
and identifying the woman 
behind a burglary in Kew 
Gardens.

A woman dressed as a 
home health care attendant 
entered 123-25 82nd Ave. 
and stole property from an 
apartment in the building, 
police said.

Police described the 
woman, who wore a white 
T-shirt, as black, 5-foot-
6 and between 40 and 50 
years old.

Police released a photo 
of a woman who they say 
allegedly committed the 
burglary.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the burglary 
is asked to submit their tips 
by calling NYPD Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-577-8477, 
submitting them online at 
nypdcrimestoppers.com or 
texting them to 274637 then 
enter TIP577.

Memorials to
Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100

POLICE 

Blotter

Cops search for teen girl 
missing over three months

Police are seeking information 
about Crystal Otero, 14. 

Image courtesy NYPD

Woman sought by cops in 
Kew Gdns. burglary

Firefighter Rod Ford of Ladder Co. 138 rescues Junior the cat during a house fire near 37th Avenue and 101st Street in Corona last week. 
Fire damaged the lower floor of the home and there were no reported injuries. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Police are asking for assistance 
in finding and identifying this 
woman. Image courtesy NYPD

Get more crime news 

on our Web site at 

www.YourNabe.com
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Remember Your Loved Ones
New expansion plans approved for
The Sanctuary at Mount Lebanon
a Jewish Community Mausoleum

For a limited time only
Special Pre-Construction Pricing

Single & Companion Gravesites

Family Plots

Niche Space for Cremated Remains

Affordable Payment Plans
Credit Cards Accepted

A Not-For-Profit Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

7800 Myrtle Ave      Glendale, Queens, NY 11385      718-821-0200

www.MountLebanonCemetery.com
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TEN YEARS LATER
As the city prepares for the 10th anniversary 

of the attack on the World Trade Center, a thousand 
pundits will ask the question: How far have we come 
since that terrible day?

On Sept. 11, 2001, the nation’s sense of security 
was shattered, perhaps for decades to come, when a 
handful of terrorists armed with nothing more than 
box cutters flew two jetliners into the Twin Towers.

For hundreds of Queens families, the wreckage 
of that day will live on for generations. These fami-
lies lost fathers and mothers, sons and daughters 
who worked in the World Trade Center as well as 
those who ran into the crumbling buildings in the 
hope that they could save lives.

Other heroes from Queens spent days and 
weeks sifting through the Ground Zero carnage at 
first looking for survivors and then for anything — a 
wallet, ID card or piece of jewelry — that could give 
families who lost a loved one a sense of closure. For 
long hours each day they breathed in the toxic dust. 
Firefighters came from across the nation to join in 
the search.

One of the most terrible moments America has 
ever endured became an opportunity for the nation 
to come together in a spirit of unity and solidarity.

But where is that unity today?
We hope leaders will take advantage of the 10th 

anniversary of 9/11 to address the religious, political 
and racial intolerance that continues to divide this 
city, nation and world.

For this reason, we believe Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg made a mistake by not inviting represen-
tatives of the world’s religions to join him on stage 
for the ceremony at the 16-acre Sept. 11 memorial. 
These religious leaders could join hands and say 
in one voice that they stand united in the hope that 
nothing like 9/11 would ever happen again. They 
could make it clear that what took place on that ter-
rible day was the result of the abuse and distortion 
of religious belief.

On this 10th anniversary, our thoughts and 
prayers are with the Queens families whose lives 
were damaged that day and with those who now fear 
that those closest to them might face incurable ail-
ments after spending days working in the rubble.

We salute Queens’ survivors for their courage.

Port Authority fare hikes unfair to the public

P
ort Authority Execu-
tive Director Chris 
O. Ward’s initial 
proposal for a $4 in-

crease in bridge and tunnel 
E-ZPass tolls to $12, a PATH 
ticket raise by $1 and in-
creased cash Hudson River 
crossing tolls to $15 a year 
and $17 next year was so 
absurd it was clear it was a 
cabal between Govs. Chris 
Christie and Andrew Cuo-
mo so they could pretend 
to be saviors by brokering 

a pre-arranged deal for a 
somewhat lesser rise.

But still, from a public 
point of view, it was unac-
ceptable.

If there was an award 
for incompetence in manag-
ing a public facility, Ward 
would win the gold medal 
and Christie and Cuomo the 
bronze medals. They would 
win because an increase 
in tolls to maintain the 
structural integrity of the 
bridges and tunnels is war-

ranted, while an increase 
to subsidize multi-billion-
aire real estate developers 
is a taxpayer rip-off of the 
first order.

Ward was quoted as 
saying, “Without this in-
crease now, construction of 
the World Trade Center site 
could slow or stop.” In other 
words, motorists are being 
called upon to subsidize 
fat cat builders in an $11 
billion, government-spon-
sored construction and a 

train station that is said to 
now have a cost overrun in 
excess of $1 billion, adding 
2 million square feet of of-
fice space in a city that has 
no need for it.

To Ward, Christie and 
Cuomo I say shame, shame, 
shame.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing
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Support independent redistricting

A
cross the state this 
summer, a little-
known entity, the 
Legislative Task 

Force on Demographic Re-
search and Reapportion-
ment, has been conducting 
public hearings on redis-
tricting reform.

Redistricting is a 
once-in-a-decade process 
in which district boundar-
ies for state legislative and 
congressional seats are re-
drawn to reflect changes 
in population so they are 
equal or nearly equal in the 
number of people.

Decade after decade, 
LATFOR has drawn maps 
with one primary aim: 
ensuring incumbent legis-
lators from the dominant 
party get re-elected. And it 
has been dramatically suc-
cessful.

Since 1999, incum-
bents in the state Legisla-
ture have had a 96 percent 
re-election rate. Only 53 
incumbents since 1982 
have lost a general elec-
tion because districts are 
drawn in a way that results 
in discouraging competi-
tion. The state Senate has 
been controlled by the Re-
publican Party every year 
but two since 1965, and the 
state Assembly has been 

run by Democrats every 
year since 1974.

To establish their 
incumbents’ protection 
program, LATFOR carves 
competitors’ homes out 
of the district. They draw 
weirdly shaped districts 
while dividing communi-
ties and diminishing their 
ability to advocate for their 
interests. They marginalize 
growing minority groups to 
protect the old guard. Here 
in Queens, the most ethni-
cally diverse county in the 
United States, it took until 
2000 for the first Latino to 
be elected to the Senate and 
it was not until 2004 that the 
first Asian American was 
elected to the Assembly.

But Queens and the 
rest of New York have spo-
ken loud and clear on the 
drawing of district lines. 
The public wants an inde-
pendent commission — not 
the partisan, Legislature-
controlled LATFOR — to 
draw state legislative and 
congressional district 
boundaries according to 
fair and objective criteria 
while allowing for robust 
public input into the pro-
cess.

The Queens Civic 
Congress is part of a di-
verse redistricting reform 

campaign, ReShapeNY, 
consisting of 37 different 
organizations, including 
civic, issue-advocacy, labor 
and business groups united 
behind creating a more 
independent redistricting 
process.

Of the Legislature’s 212 
members, 184 — including 
most Queens lawmakers 
— pledged or co-sponsored 
bills that would change the 
state’s rigged process for 
drawing district lines.

Lawmakers need to 
return to Albany during a 
special legislative session 
to end partisan gerryman-
dering and enact redis-
tricting reform by passing 
legislation to form an in-
dependent commission to 
draw impartial legislative 
and congressional lines.

Redistricting cannot 
wait until next year, which 
means next decade. Queens 
and the rest of New York 
deserve better than 10 more 
years of delay.

Patricia Dolan
President

Queens Civic Congress
Flushing

10th anniversary of Sept. 11 a day for refl ection
I

t has been 10 years since 
Islamic fundamental-
ists attacked America 
and murdered more 

than 3,000 of our family, 
friends and neighbors.

Like every New York-
er who lived through that 
day, I remember where I 
was when I learned that 
our city and country were 
under attack. I remember 
watching the towers fall 
from my apartment ter-
race. I remember the count-
less photographs of the 
missing posted around the 
city by searching family 
members. I remember the 

unity and sense of purpose 
Americans exhibited in the 
days and weeks after Sept. 
11, 2001.

That unity and sense of 
purpose helped sustain the 
grieving families through 
the worst days of their lives. 
It drove the heroic men and 
women of our armed forces 
and intelligence services to 
pursue those who planned, 
executed and facilitated the 
attack — to bring almost all 
of them to justice or, when 
necessary, bring justice to 
them.

And it spurred our 
government at every level 

to focus on preventing fu-
ture terrorist attacks on 
our soil. I am proud to have 
authored such anti-terror-
ism laws as the Libel Ter-
rorism Protection Act, the 
Freedom to Report Terror-
ism Act, the Public Servant 
Soldier Salary Act and the 
Non-Profit Homeland Se-
curity Preparedness Study 
Act.

It has not been an easy 
10 years. Thousands of 
Americans have lost their 
lives fighting for us in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. It has 
taken a decade for the gov-
ernment to recognize its 

responsibility to compen-
sate and care for the first 
responders who rushed to 
rescue our fellow citizens 
in the rubble of Ground 
Zero. And the families of 
those lost on 9/11 live with 
their pain every day.

Every American can 
make a difference and con-
tribute to winning the war 
on terror. If you see some-
thing, say something. If 
you see a veteran returning 
from overseas, say thank 
you. Support our police of-
ficers and firefighters — 
they risk their lives for us 
each time they put on their 

uniforms. Vote, participate 
in your neighborhood civic 
association and volunteer 
for a worthy cause. These 
are the blessings of liberty 
which we are fighting to 
preserve.

Never submit to the 
temptation to stigmatize 
a group of people based on 
their religion, ethnicity or 
national origin. Living in 
the most diverse city in the 
world is a privilege, requir-
ing hard work by people of 
good will of every commu-
nity.

Most of all, as we pause 
to remember the tragic 

events of Sept. 11, let each 
of us commit to find within 
ourselves and share with 
our neighbors the unity and 
sense of purpose necessary 
to continue to support the 
9/11 families and to make 
us worthy of the sacrifices 
made on our behalf by our 
armed forces and first re-
sponders.

Rory Lancman
State Assemblyman
(D-Fresh Meadows)

Keep teachers, not computers

W
ith all the focus on 
the importance of 
technology in our 
schools, there is 

another important issue 
that needs to be stressed. 
That is the fact that our 
students need to be able 
to know how to express 
their thoughts orally and 
through writing.

The use of computers 
in our classrooms has be-
come the dominant way for 
students to use their think-
ing processes and to express 

themselves. But a computer 
does not teach a student 
how to read or write — a 
teacher does. Students can 
easily use their computers 
to complete assignments 
with little difficulty.

But ask them to ex-
press themselves through 
oral and written communi-
cation, and it is a different 
story. That is why it is criti-
cal that our education sys-
tem in America must allow 
significant time in every 
classroom in every school 

in our country for teachers 
to be able to teach reading 
and writing skills to their 
students from kindergarten 
through the 12th-grade.

Computers are use-
ful as an addendum in the 
classroom and for some in-
struction, but they should 
and must not ever take 
the place of the classroom 
teacher.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

‘Pastor,’ ‘priest’ different people

W
e read the article 
“Bayside pastor 
arrested in Conn.” 
in the Aug. 11-17 

edition of TimesLedger 
Newspapers and were sur-

prised to see the heading of 
the continued column.

It read “Priest.” The 
article is about a Baptist 
pastor, not a priest. We 
would like to see a correc-

tion in a future edition of 
the paper.

George and Eileen 
Goldschmidt

Bayside

CORRECTIONS
In the story about Alfreda Kusz winning a lawsuit from the Metropolitan Transportation Authority in the Aug. 
25-31 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers, Judge Darrell Gavrin should have been identified as a woman.

In a story about Clifton Stanley Diaz’s run for City Council in the Aug. 25-31 edition of the TimesLedger 
Newspapers, the candidate said he was not referring to the Social Security Office when he talked about 
seeing a line of people waiting to for food stamps.
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A
ll of you folks in the 
9th Congressional 
District are now 
down to the wire. 

On Sept. 13, it will be time 
to cast your vote. Your 
choices are Bob Turner or 
David Weprin.

This is a pivotal elec-
tion. It is not the usual 
Democrat vs. Republican 
contest. It has a more seri-
ous connotation than mere 
party labels. The whole na-
tion is paying attention to 
this special election. I’m 
sure you’ve noticed that for-
mer Democratic Mayor Ed 

Koch is not the only high-
ranking Democrat that has 
endorsed Turner.

The Democratic Party 

has been at the helm guid-
ing New York City politics 
for many years. Human na-
ture being what it is, gives 
people a tendency to take 
for granted the expected re-
sults of an election based on 
past performances. They 
also have a tendency to get 
lazy and careless and, as 
we all know the devil is in 
the details.

The two-or-more party 
system is great, as it forces 
each party to perform at 
their top levels. Lately, 
though, both parties do not 
seem to devote sufficient 
time to develop and present 
the best candidates they 
have to offer. Hence, the 
large decline in voter par-
ticipation. There has been 
a yearly increase in fewer 
voters turning out.

This country, as well 
as New York state and city, 
is rampant with problems. 
Financial ones are big. 
Some problems have ex-

isted for years while others 
have gotten worse lately. 
All our problems require 
drastic solutions. We can-
not continue with the same-
old loosing strategies.

New York and New Jer-
sey are paying the highest 
taxes, yet we both get less 
bang for our buck. Many of 
the other states with much 
lower tax revenues seem 
to be operating more effi-
ciently with a lot less. Why 
is that?

One reason that comes 
to mind is our bloated bu-
reaucracy. When you have 
an overloading of govern-
ment jobs and the benefits 
and pensions that go with 
them, how can that type of 
government be sustained. 
To quote my late father, 
“The government — fed-
eral, state and city — is the 
biggest employer of the un-
employable.”

Computers are tre-
mendous time savers and 

a great means for accom-
plishing more with less 
people. That being the case, 
how is it our respective gov-
ernments are loaded with 
more employees that ever 
in our history? It’s time for 
a change — an accountable 
change with transparency. 
The type of situation we 
find ourselves in presently 
simply isn’t working. To 
create more of the same is 
insane. Do you know what 
the definition of insanity 
is? It’s doing the same thing 
the same way over and over 
and expecting different re-
sults.

All of the above rheto-
ric brings us up to the case 
at hand in the 9th Congres-
sional race. While I have 
known and liked the entire 
Weprin family for years go-
ing all the way back to pa-
triarch Saul, I do not think 
David is the best candidate 
for that seat. David is a 
charter member of the cur-

rent crop of professional 
tax-and-spend politicians, 
more interested in person-
al political careers than 
service to constituents.

Turner, on the other 
hand, is a retired and suc-
cessful businessman. Just 
as Bloomberg, another suc-
cessful businessman, got 
us out of the city’s financial 
mess when he was elected, 
I think Turner can help ac-
complish the same in our 
current crisis. He will try 
to use his business acumen 
to influence other members 
of Congress to cast votes 
that will hopefully start us 
on a road to recovery.

You are being asked 
to vote for the best man for 
you, your family and your 
community — not your par-
ty’s choice. Your party will 
urge you to vote for its can-
didate and, after all, that 
is its job. But the party’s 
candidate isn’t necessarily 
the best choice for the pub-

lic. Think about it. Not only 
vote you own self-interest, 
but you’re conscience as 
well.

There are the usual 
party faithful coming out to 
endorse the party’s choice 
— they have to if they want 
the party’s support when 
they run for re-election.

We all know how many 
heavy-hitters have person-
ally endorsed both Turner 
and Weprin. It’s the smart, 
survival thing to do. What-
ever your choice, on Tues-
day the 13th, get out and 
vote. Your vote can make a 
difference.

I look forward to your 
voice mails at 718-767-6484, 
faxes at 718-746-0066 and e-
mails at deerrichard@aol.
com.

Till next week, Dee.
This column reflects 

the views of the writer. 
TimesLedger Newspapers is 
not endorsing candidates in 
the Sept. 13 election.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Vote your conscience in special Weprin-Turner race
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary Hospital, 
the family member is our patient, too.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

End-of-life cancer pain spreads from the patient to every member of the 
family. The anguish, stress, and feeling of abandonment experienced by 
family members are just as significant as the patient’s physical pain. For this 
very reason, Calvary Hospital is the model for delivering palliative care to 
terminally ill patients, and also world-renowned “family care”. From our 
special social workers – known at Calvary as “Family Care Practitioners” – to 
our doctors, nurses, cancer care technicians… to our recreational therapists, 
Family Care Center personnel, clergy, nutritionists, bereavement specialists, 
administration and support staff…the family members are embraced with 
love, compassion, care and non-abandonment with often needed hugs 
and companionship. We walk arm-in-arm with the patient and their family 
members…together as one. Calvary Hospital is the place Where Life Continues.
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14 Aqueduct gets fi rst batch of VLTs for new racino
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

The first shipments 
of video lottery terminals 
have been received by Re-
sorts World New York as 
the racino at Aqueduct 
Race Track gears up for its 
October opening.

The VLTs will be in-
stalled and tested on the 
racino’s gaming floor dur-
ing the next few weeks, the 
company said.

The first phase of the 
racino project at Aqueduct 
is expected to be complet-
ed by October with 2,280 
VLTs, entertainment space 
and dining options.

The second phase, 
slated to open by the end of 
the year, will bring another 
2,245 VLTs and more din-
ing and event space.

“This is an exciting 
development. We are on 
the path towards creating 
a world-class entertain-
ment destination,” said 

Resorts World Casino New 
York City President Mike 
Speller. “The video lottery 
terminals, which are a 
cornerstone of our casino, 
have been in our mind’s 

eye for nearly a year, and 
we are happy that the pub-
lic will soon share our vi-
sion. We are in the final 
stage and are thrilled that 
Resorts World Casino New 
York City will welcome its 
guests to an optimum expe-
rience.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN

At a ceremony last 
week, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg signed a law au-
thored by City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) that strengthens 
the city’s human rights law 
with respect to religious 
practices in the workplace.

The Workplace Re-
ligious Freedom Act re-
quires employers to detail 
the fiscal impact an em-
ployee’s religious practice 
would have on the company 
in order to justify discrimi-
nation.

“New York City de-
fined hardship in the past 
as de minimis burden — 
basically, it’s an inconve-
nience. As a policy, it was 
pretty easy to get around,” 
Weprin explained.

Under the new law, 
employers wishing to claim 
undue hardship will have 
to identify the cost of ac-

commodating an employ-
ee’s religious observation 
or practice.

“They have to show 
a significant cost or bur-
den. It sets a much higher 
standard,” the councilman 
said.

Weprin said he made 
a commitment to the Sikh 
community during his 2009 
Council campaign to work 
on legislation that would 
prevent public and private 
employers from banning 
beards or turbans in the 
workplace.

Amardeep Singh, co-
founder of the Sikh Coali-
tion, said his group had 
worked on similar legisla-
tion with former Council-
man David Weprin in 2005 
that ran into decisive oppo-
sition at City Hall.

“It’s been a long six 
years. This time the stars 
just aligned,” he said. Singh 
said the Sikh community 
and other faiths were mo-

tivated in particular by 
discriminatory practices 

by public employers such 
as the Metropolitan Trans-

portation Authority and 
the NYPD.

The MTA, for example, 
had  a post 9/11 policy that 
says Sikh employees who 
wish to wear their turbans 
to work must either adorn 
it with an MTA logo or are 
relegated to work out of the 
public view, Singh said.

At press time, the MTA 
had not responded to a re-
quest for comment.

“Public employers cre-
ate the perception and send 
the message to private em-
ployers that this is accept-
able,” he said. “They set the 
tone for everyone else in 
society.”

“The beauty of the bill 
is that it squarely focuses 
the eye on whether or not 
an employee can do the job 
or not when enjoying their 
religious freedoms.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Resorts World Casino New York President Mike Speller stands next to the VLTs the racino recently received. 
Photo courtesy Resorts World Casino New York

Bloomberg signs Weprin law on religion in workplace

City Councilman Mark Weprin (second from r.) and Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) at the signing cer-
emony for the Workplace Religious Freedom Act. Photo courtesy mayor’s office

The fi rst phase 
of the project 

should be 
fi nished by 

October.



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 8-14, 2011 

  FH

15MYRTLE AVENUE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

“QUEENS’ LARGEST STREET FESTIVAL PRODUCTION COMPANY”

Myrtle Avenue - From Fresh Pond Rd. to Madison Street

OVER
200

VENDORS

Visit the “Jackie Gleason Bus” 
from “The Honeymooners” in 

cooperation with the MTA/NYTA 
Myrtle Ave. & Summerfield 

Street 12pm–6pm

Please visit the North Shore Animal 

League America’s Mobile Adoption Van 

Myrtle Ave.  between

Cypress & Cornelia

  EAST COAST CAR & RIVERIA OWNERS ASSOCIATIONS “Antique Car Display”
(Between Fresh Pond Road & Summerfield

CORPORATE 
EVENT 

SPONSORS

OVER
200

VENDORS

ENTERTAINMENT SPONSORS

 

 

 

SHOPPING GALORE,
ON STAGE ENTERTAINMENT,
ETHNIC FOODS & DESSERTS,

CHILDREN’S RIDES,

GAME BOOTHS

 

Sunday, Sept.18th, 12pm to 6pm

1-718-381-7974

 
Vision, HIV & STD 

Testing
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Private Voice Lessons
Available for Young Musicians!!

She has professional experience recording jingles and has sung 
with John Blackwell (Drummer for Prince and Justin Timberlake), 

and A Cappella vocal artists Joey Blake and Rhiannon.

She specializes in R&B, Soul, Pop and Jazz. Training consists of 
breathing, diction, stage presence, ear training and more!

Does your child want voice lessons? 
Get private vocal training from Sentirenla Lucia, Vocalist and 

Graduate from Berklee College of Music in Vocal Performance.

For rates and more information, contact sluciamuzik@gmail.com 
or 617-435-5558

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 

er received only $6,000, 
according to the FEC re-
cords.

The Republican Con-
gressional Campaign Com-
mittee gave $5,000 to Turn-
er with the New York State 
Conservative Party donat-
ing $1,000.

Dozens of congress-
man and other elected 
officials have donated to 
Weprin, including $2,000 
apiece from House Minor-
ity Leader Nancy Pelosi 
(D-Calif.) and U.S. Reps. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), Jerry Nadler (D-
Manhattan) and Gary Ack-
erman (D-Bayside).

Weprin also heavily 
benefitted from contribu-
tions from unions, which 
accounted for a large por-
tion of the $291,000 he 
raised from PACs.

Turner received $1,000 
each from U.S. Reps. Mi-
chael Grimm (R-Staten 
Island) and Peter King (R-

Massapequa Park), accord-
ing to the FEC.

Weprin also had 269 
individual contributors 
compared to Turner’s 134 
individual donors.

Turner’s campaign re-
ceived more than $138,000 
in contributions, not includ-
ing a $65,000 loan Turner 
gave himself, and spent 
more than $118,000, leaving 
him with more than $93,700 
in cash on hand, according 
to the latest FEC disclosure 
information.

Weprin’s campaign 
took in more than $450,000 
in contributions, spent 
about $250,000 and has 
more than $202,000 in 
cash on hand — more than 
double the amount Turner 
has left, according to FEC 
records.

Weprin and Turner 
were thrust into the race 
after U.S. Rep. Anthony 
Weiner resigned in May 
amid a sexting scandal.

The 9th CD seat that 
they are vying for includes 

Forest Hills, Fresh Mead-
ows, Oakland Gardens, 
Kew Gardens, Kew Gar-
dens Hills, Howard Beach, 
Ozone Park and parts of the 
Rockaways and Brooklyn.

The race has been de-
fined by the candidates’ 
stances on the federal bud-
get, entitlement programs 
and Israel, although both 
Turner and Weprin oppose 
President Barack Obama’s 
idea that the Jewish state 
go back to its pre-1967 war 
borders as a precondition 
for negotiations with the 
Palestinians.

Weprin has attacked 
Turner, saying his plan to 
cut the federal budget by 
35 percent is not feasible if 
Turner also wants to pre-
serve Medicare and Social 
Security.

Turner is slamming 
Weprin for being a “career 
politician,” having posi-
tions that mimic the unpop-
ular Obama and for failing 
to state the correct figure 
when asked what the fed-
eral deficit was.

Both campaigns 
earned critical endorse-

ments in the race, with 
Turner getting the back-
ing of former Mayor Ed 
Koch, King, the New York 
Daily News, the New York 
Post and the Jewish Week, 
while the United Federa-
tion of Teachers, U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.), 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
the firefighters’ union are 
throwing their weight be-
hind Weprin.

Earlier in the race, a 
Siena College poll found We-
prin leading Turner by six 
points, but both campaigns 
had surveys conducted on 
their behalf last week.

A poll conducted by 
McLaughlin & Associated 
and commissioned by Turn-
er found him and Weprin in 
a dead heat, with both men 
at 46 percent.

Weprin released his 
own survey, done by Glob-
al Strategy Group, that 
showed the assemblyman 
with an eight-point lead 
over Turner.

Continued from Page 1

Weprin vs. Turner

The chat came less 
than 30 minutes after her 
nail-biting first-round 
doubles victory on Court 
16, where she and Andreja 
Klepac of Slovenia  beat 
Taiwan’s Yung Jan-Chan 
and Anastasia Rodionova 
of Australia 4-6, 6-4, 7-6, 
repeatedly exchanging 
match point in the final 
set. The pair won their 
second-round match but 
lost Sunday to the eighth-
ranked Czech duo of An-
drea Hlavackova and Lucie 
Hradecka 6-3, 3-6, 3-6.

Fred Kroll of Maspeth, 

a mentor and friend, was 
there to cheer her on dur-
ing the first round, as he 
has been at so many of her 
matches since that day in 
August 1997 when he first 
saw her play and realized 
she had the potential for 
greatness.

“We saw  her come off 
the court at Juniper Valley 
Park and she kind of was 
mesmerizing as a 7-year-old 
because she just wanted to 
win and beat everyone. She 
didn’t speak English, but 
she spoke tennis. The only 
thing she knew how to say 
was, ‘I win you,’” Kroll said 
as he sat in the bleachers, 
basking in the afterglow of 
her first US Open win.

On that first day at Ju-

niper Valley, Tatishvili’s fa-
ther asked Kroll, one of the 
best players to frequent the 
courts at the park, to show 
his daughter the fundamen-
tals of the sport, and she 
immediately followed his 
advice, showing a determi-
nation and grit that Kroll 
says cannot be taught.

He took her to Cun-
ningham Park in Fresh 
Meadows to work with Alex 
Rodriguez, the best tennis 
coach Kroll knew of in the 
borough. Rodriguez was 
skeptical when Kroll con-
tacted him, but the first 
time he hit a ball with her 
they completed a 40- to 
50-stroke volley, and Ro-
driguez was convinced she 
was “the real deal.”

that proposal was rejected 
by a vote of the club’s mem-
bers, many of whom be-
lieved that they had been 
kept in the dark and not 
given enough options.

“I think the majority 
of people weren’t against 

the proposal, but weren’t 
certain how the manage-
ment handled the process,” 
he said.

Members of the club 
declined to comment.

The October vote was 
split 123-123, which meant 
the club did not get the ma-
jority needed to proceed 
with the Cord Meyer pro-
posal.

Since the proposal 

last year, the board at the 
club has also completely 
changed, according to Col-
letti.

The historic stadium 
was built in the early 1900s 
and was the home of the US 
Open from 1915-77. The sta-
dium also served as a music 
venue where big-name acts 
like The Beatles and Bob 
Dylan performed.

Continued from Page 1

Tatishvili

Continued from Page 2

Stadium
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Purchase These Vouchers

Exclusively AT: www.BoroDeal.com

REGULAR PRICE

The Fine Print

$25
$100

Limit per person: 5 (+5 as a gift)
Promotion Expires on September 01, 2012
Limit one voucher per person per visit
Valid for new clients only
Reservations are required; subject to availability
All classes must be redeemed by the same customer

Four Kickboxing Classes, Training Gloves, 
and a Nutritional Consultation in Brooklyn, 

Queens, or Manhattan
Crouching tiger, hidden savings. Kick start 

your fi tness routine with today’s deal from Tiger 
Schulmann’s Mixed Martial Arts: $25 buys four 
kickboxing classes, a pair of training gloves, and 
a nutritional consultation at your choice of eight 
locations—a $100 value!

Over the past 25 years, Tiger Schulmann’s 
Mixed Martial Arts has trained more than 
100,000 students in the art of self-defense mak-
ing it the largest mixed martial arts training or-
ganization in the U.S. Kickboxing classes are fun, 
challenging, and fast-paced—you can burn up to 
800 calories in just one hour! Lose weight, build 
muscle, and increase energy in a friendly, sup-
portive environment. During your four classes, 
you’ll learn important self-defense, kickboxing, 
and grappling skills; you’ll also receive a pair of 
training gloves and a nutritional consultation.

Buy today’s deal from Tiger Schulmann’s Mixed 
Martial Arts and unleash the dragon within.

Tiger Schulmann’s 
Mixed Martial Arts

Tiger Schulmann’s 
Mixed Martial Arts
Astoria: 31-01 Steinway Street

Bayside: 38-46 Bell Boulevard

Glendale: 73-25 Woodhaven Boulevard

Rego Park: 97-27 Queens Boulevard

The next time you need a little R&R, 
head to Body by Brooklyn for some first-
class pampering. Need a push in the 
right direction? Check out today’s deals: 
$30 buys a one-day spa pass, includ-
ing a $20 credit for the onsite cafe and 
martini lounge, a $65 value; $112 buys 
a one-month membership, including 
access to the European hydrotherapy 
lounge, a $225 value; and $125 buys a 
private VIP room for two, including a private steam room and Jacuzzi and one 
glass of champagne per person—a $266 value!

Body by Brooklyn is a 10,000-square-foot luxury Euro-spa complex—the perfect 
place to relax, rejuvenate, and refocus. Day pass holders and members get unlim-
ited access to the famous hydrotherapy Wet Lounge, featuring a Swedish sauna, 
Russian sauna, Turkish bath, hot tub, cold plunge pool, and power showers. 

READ THE FINE PRINT AT BORODEAL.COM

275 Park Avenue, Brooklyn NY, 11205

UP TO 55% OFF SPA PASSES
to

Bowling has always been one of 
those great indoor sports that com-
bines physical activity, competition 
and fun, and appeals to virtually every 
age group. Strike 10 Lanes (formerly 
Gil Hodges Lanes), owned and operat-
ed by Lou Seda, a professional bowler 
himself, offers a clean and safe environ-
ment with state-of-the-art AMF/Qubica 
scoring technology, and 34 beautifully 
refinished Brunswick Anvil Lanes. The center offers a professional and attentive 
staff and leagues for all ages to enjoy. 

This deal offers a “Family Fun Package” that usually costs $70 for just $35, 
getting you two hours of bowling (including shoe rental) for up to 5 people.

Strike 10 Lanes also offers leagues for every age group, open bowling, and 
specials throughout the week such as the widely-popular Glo-Bowling on Fri-
day and Saturday Nights.

READ THE FINE PRINT AT BORODEAL.COM

6161 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn NY, 11234

HALF OFF FAMILY FUN PACKAGE
$35 Buys Two Hours of Bowling 

for Up to 5 People (a $70 Value) at 
Strike 10 Lanes
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Fidelis Care is The New York State Catholic Health Plan, 
partnering with more than 43,000 providers to serve members of diverse 

backgrounds and faiths with the highest levels of dignity and respect. 

Quality health coverage. 
It’s always been our mission.

Fidelis Care can be a blessing.

Fidelis Care can be an opportunity.

Fidelis Care is faithful.

Fidelis Care can be the answer.

Quality Health Coverage

To find out if you are eligible for one of our government-sponsored
health insurance programs, call Fidelis Care at:

1-888-FIDELIS
(1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220)
fideliscare.org

H3328 FC 10147 File and Use 10052010

It’s Our Mission.
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Take the TACHS … the Test for Admission to Catholic High Schools for admission 
into any of the 19 Catholic High Schools in Brooklyn and Queens:

Brooklyn: Catherine McAuley High School – Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School – Bishop Ford Central
Catholic High School – Fontbonne Hall Academy - St. Saviour High School – Xaverian High School – Bishop
Kearney High School – St. Joseph High School – St. Edmund Preparatory High School – Nazareth Regional
High School

Queens: St. Francis Preparatory High School – Christ the King Regional High School – The Mary Louis
Academy – Archbishop Molloy High School – St. John’s Preparatory High School – Msgr. McClancy Memorial
High School – St. Agnes Academic High School – Holy Cross High School – Cathedral Preparatory Seminary

Picking the right 
high school can
make your future 
much less of a
puzzle

       Small 
Classes

College
Advisement

Scholarships

Excellent
  Education

Put all the pieces together with a
Catholic High School education:

    100% graduation rates and college acceptance and
 almost $200,000,000 in college scholarships

    Average class size of 24

    Large enough for broad course offerings but small
enough for individual attention

    Spiritual growth and development

    Athletic programs and activities for every interest

)

)
)

)
)

JUST ONE VISIT TO THE WEB AT www.tachsinfo.com 
or a call to 1-866-61TACHS gets you on your way!

SAVE THE DATE: The TACHS Exam – November 5, 2011
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WINDSOR 
SCHOOL

WINDSOR PRIVATE SCHOOL
STUDENTS CAN ENROLL NOW
Classes begin 
Sept. 16, 2011
Grades 6 to 12
Established 1969
Coed College 
Preparatory

Accredited by Middle States Association
Registered by NY State Education Dept.

www.WindsorSchool.com

136-23 Sanford Avenue
Flushing, NY 11355

(Near Main Street)

Call for an appointment without obligation

718-359-8300
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Trouble keeping up with  
your credit card bills?

A low-rate
MCU VISA® Card
helps you get back on track.

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic for the first 6 
months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), and 11.15% (Classic) based 
on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU 
VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash 
Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for 
Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum 
$30.00), for Classic. There is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There 
is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Consolidate your debt and 
save with an MCU Visa Card! 
Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go 
to nymcu.org to apply today!

Think there’s no other 
choice for your mom 
but a nursing home?

WE HAVE A PLAN.

A health plan created to keep her 
living safely at home, even if she needs 
a nursing home’s level of care. And it’s 
FREE when Mom’s on Medicaid.*

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ASSESSMENT  

OF ELIGIBILITY 

1-855-AT-CHOICE (1-855-282-4642)  
TDD/TTY: 1-888-844-5530 
9 am – 5 pm, Monday – Friday 
or visit www.vnsnychoice.org

*If you are responsible for paying a monthly Medicaid surplus or other costs, you must   
  continue these payments to remain eligible.

   ©VNSNY CHOICE 2011
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Waste Management produces enough 
renewable energy to power over 
1 million homes, simply by making 
energy from waste. In addition 
to our waste-to-energy plants 
that use trash as clean-burning,
renewable fuel, we capture 
methane from our landfills 
to generate heat and electricity.  
We plan to double waste-based
energy production by 2020, 
further tapping the power 
of waste as a resource.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Waste Equals Energy 

The 2011-2012 6th Annual Queens StartUP! Business Plan Competition is brought to you by the Queens Economic Development Corporation 
(QEDC) and sponsored by Citi Foundation. The QEDC acknowledges the support of the New York City Department of Small Business Services, the 
U.S. Small Business Administration, New York City Council, New York State Empire State Development Corporation, Speaker Christine Quinn & 
Borough President Helen M. Marshall. Additional support is provided by the Queens Chamber of Commerce and Webline Designs.

www.queenslibrary.org 
Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system.

• Join the 6th Annual Queens StartUP! Business 
Plan Competition at Queens Library.

• To participate, you must attend a mandatory 
orientation and training sessions at Queens 
Library and/or via webinar.

Three Awards of $10,000 Each 
Available for Your Start-Up!

To register, visit www.younoodle.com/groups/queensstartup.

THE GOLDMAN SACHS 10,000 SMALL BUSINESSES PROGRAM 
IS IN NEW YORK.  APPLY TODAY.

E VERY THING YOUR SMALL BUSINESS
NEEDS TO GROW IS HERE.

Goldman Sachs is pleased to announce open enrollment for the next 10,000 Small Businesses program in New York.
The program, led by LaGuardia Community College, is designed to give local small businesses the resources to grow
by providing them with greater access to business education, financial capital and business support services. 

Learn more and apply today at www.lagcc.cuny.edu/ACE/10000smallbusinesses.aspx or (718) 730-7400.

Continuing
Education

L A G U A R D I A

P E O P L E ,  CHANG ING
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Whether your pain comes from arthritis or an injury, you 
can get relief, right now, right here. You don’t have to live with 
serious bone or joint pain in your knees, hips, shoulders or wrists, 
especially if you live in Queens. 

Today, you can find all the treatment, technology and rehabilitation 
support you need to get right back to doing the things you 
love. Ask your doctor or call the orthopaedic specialists at the  
Bone and Joint Hospital of Queens – right here at New York 
Hospital Queens. 

Call 866-670-OUCH (6824) to learn more about our innovative 
and minimally invasive joint repair techniques. 

Does your shoulder hurt  
again today? 

How about that hip?  
Get relief, right here.  

And get back to the things you love. 

THE BONE AND JOINT  HOSPITAL OF QUEENS

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

nyhq.org

A higher level of Orthopaedic and 
Rehabilitative care. Right here.

Now’s the time to ask your loved one’s doctor 
about Strong Foundations. Call 1-855-VNSNY-NOW 

or visit www.vnsny.org/strong-foundations
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Allergy, pain and 
heart medications 
have side effects  
that increase the risk 
of dangerous falls.

Your dad takes  
all three.

Strong FoundationsTM from VNSNY was developed to 

help reduce the risk of falling in older adults. This is 

important because falls are the leading cause of fatal 

injuries in adults over 65. Signs a loved one may be at 

risk include holding onto furniture for balance and 

stumbling or leaning to one side when walking. With 

nurses and rehabilitation therapists trained in reducing 

falls risk, Strong Foundations from the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now.

Now what?
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New York State Assembly District 27

U.S. House of Representatives District 9

DAVID WEPRIN

FOREST HILLS, KEW GARDENS, KEW GARDENS HILLS, RIDGEWOOD, FLUSHING, RICHMOND HILL, OZONE PARK, HOWARD BEACH AND PARTS OF THE ROCKAWAYS AND BROOKLYN

Parties
Republican and 
Conservative

Campaign Office
159-49 Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, Ny 11414

(718) 480-1972

Biography
Bob Turner is a re-

tired television executive 
and a Rockaway Point resi-
dent.

Turner spent 40 years 

in the television industry 
and was president and 
chief executive officer 
of Pearson PLC’s North 
American television opera-
tions and was the producer 
of “Baywatch” and “The 
Jerry Springer Show.”

Turner has served on 
the board of the National 
Association for Television 
Programming Executives 
and serves as a pro-bono 
trustee to the Achilles 
Track Club and Family Fo-
cus Adoption Services.

This is Turner’s sec-
ond run for the 9th Con-
gressional District, having 
run against then-U.S. Rep. 
Anthony Weiner in a race 
where Turner drew rough-
ly 40 percent of the vote.

Issues

Turner is in favor of 
cutting the federal budget 
by 35 percent, including 
eliminating the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency and the U.S. De-
partment of Education, 
while preserving benefits 
for those on Social Secu-
rity and Medicare.

Turner is opposed to 
the federal stimulus pack-
age, which he calls “a co-
lossal failure,” and is in 
favor of cutting taxes.

On national security, 
Turner says he is against 
trying foreign terrorists 
in civilian court and sug-
gests they face military 
tribunals instead.

MICHAEL 
SIMANOWITZ

MARCO DESENA

PARTS OF FLUSHING, COLLEGE POINT, POMONOK, FRESH MEADOWS, ELECTCHESTER, KEW GARDENS AND RICHMOND HILL

Parties
Democratic

Campaign Office
67-15 Parsons Blvd.

Electchester, NY 11365
(718) 969-5711

Biography
Michael Simanowitz, 

an Electchester father of 
three who grew up in For-

est Hills, is vying for the 
27th state Assembly seat.

He worked beginning 
in 1996 as chief of staff to 
outgoing District 27 As-
semblywoman Nettie May-
ersohn, who retired from 
the seat after 28 years in 
April. He had a short ca-
reer before that as a city 
Department of Housing 
Preservation & Develop-
ment planner and commu-
nity liaison after graduat-
ing from Queens College.

Simanowitz, 40, has 
been a member of the 107th 
Precinct’s police auxiliary 
unit for 16 years, where he 
helps the NYPD ensure the 
public is safe. He is cur-
rently the unit’s command-
ing officer.

Issues
Simanowitz wants to 

focus in large part on con-
stituent services, tending 
to concerns and problems 
that may arise throughout 
the district, from potholes 
to bureaucratic head-
aches.

He said the economy 
is one of his top priorities, 
and that he will work to en-
sure his district remains 
an affordable place for peo-
ple to live and thrive, and 
to boost job opportunities 
for residents.

He wants to work to 
help seniors maintain their 
quality of life, to improve 
schools in his district and 
throughout the state, and 
to address criminal justice 
and public safety issues.

Parties
Republican and Conserva-

tive 

Campaign Office
24-55 Francis Lewis Blvd.

Whitestone, NY 11357
(718) 690-3737

Biography
Marco DeSena, who 

was born and raised in Col-
lege Point, is vying for the 
27th state Assembly seat.

He works as a free-
lance communications 
consultant and an adjunct 
professor at Baruch Col-
lege, from which he gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s de-
gree before participating 
in the city’s Urban Fellows 
Program and then attend-
ing the London School of 
Economics, where he re-
ceived a master’s degree in 
comparative politics.

Since then, DeSena, 
30, has worked in a num-
ber of positions, including 
as a policy analyst for the 
conservative Free Enter-
prise think tank and as 
an advisor for U.S. Senate 
candidate David Malpass 
and former Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani’s 2008 presiden-
tial campaign.

Issues
DeSena said his main 

issue is boosting jobs and 
the economy in his district 
and statewide. He hopes to 
pursue these goals by tak-
ing a small-government 
approach and working to 
enact budget and tax re-
form.

He also wants to work 
with legislators on both 
sides of the aisle to bring 
real reform to the ethics in 
Albany, which he said have 
disenfranchised New York-
ers, and to work to make it 
less difficult for them to af-
ford to live in the city.

DeSena has vowed 
to stay in the Assembly 
three terms or less if he is 
elected, and never to vote 
to raise taxes.

BOB TURNER

Parties
Democratic and Working 

Families

Campaign Office
75-20 Austin St. 

Forest Hills, NY 11375
(718) 268-1105

Biography
After a 20-year career 

as a Wall Street banker, 
David Weprin began his 
career in politics after 
winning a City Council 

seat in 2001 representing 
northeast Queens.

Weprin held the seat 
until 2009, when he was 
elected in a special elec-
tion for a state Assembly 
seat previously held by his 
brother, now-City Council-
man Mark Weprin (D-Oak-
land Gardens).

Weprin says he was 
partly responsible for the 
state Legislature’s ground-
breaking ethics reform 
and helped strengthen rent 
regulations as a member of 
the Assembly.

In the Council, We-
prin served as chairman 
of the powerful Finance 
Committee, in which he 
had a hand in shaping the 
city’s budgets.

Issues

Weprin is in favor of 
cutting taxes on the mid-
dle class, but wants mil-
lionaires and billionaires 
to pay more in taxes.

Weprin also wants big 
oil companies and busi-
nesses that ship jobs over-
seas to pay more in taxes.

An Orthodox Jew, We-
prin says he is a staunch 
supporter of Israel and is 
against President Barack 
Obama’s suggestion that Is-
rael go back to its pre-1967 
war borders as a condition 
for negotiations with the 
Palestinians.

If elected, Weprin says 
he will fight for the middle 
class and preserve Social 
Security and Medicare.
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New York State Assembly District 23
ROCKAWAYS, BROAD CHANNEL, HOWARD BEACH AND PORTIONS OF OZONE PARK

New York City Council District 28
JAMAICA, SOUTH OZONE PARK, ROCHDALE VILLAGE AND RICHMOND HILL

Parties
Democratic

Campaign Office
161-16A Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, NY 11414

(347) 766-3674

Biography

Phil Goldfeder, born 
and raised in the borough, 
is vying for the 23rd As-
sembly seat.

He attended Brooklyn 

College, and after gradu-
ating subsequently began 
his political career as a 
community liaison for City 
Councilman James Sand-
ers Jr. (D-Laurelton).

Goldfeder worked as 
the mayoral representative 
for the Rockaways along 
with central and south 
Queens, and then was 
hired by U.S. Rep. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.). He was 
also on the staff of Audrey 
Pheffer, who previously 
held the seat Goldfeder is 
running for.

Goldfeder lives with 
his wife and two daughters 
in Far Rockaway.

Issues
Goldfeder said he is 

most concerned with pro-
moting economic growth 
in the district. He has 
proposed rewarding small 
business owners for hiring 
new workers though a pos-
sible tax credit. He has said 
job training would play a 
crucial role in employing 
residents of the district.

Goldfeder said the toll 
on the Cross Bay Bridge is 
a hindrance to businesses 
as well as poor infrastruc-
ture in the Howard Beach 
and Broad Channel areas 
that are prone to flooding.

He said he would like 
to improve transporta-
tion options to residents 
of the district, especially 
those who live in the Rock-
aways.

JANE DEACY

Parties
Republican

Campaign Office
112-20 Beach Channel Drive
Rockaway Park, NY 11694

(718) 945-2323

Biography

Jane Deacy is enter-
ing her first political race 
to vie for the 23rd Assem-
bly seat. She was one of the 
first female police officers 

who went on patrol in New 
York City in the 1970s, ac-
cording to her campaign 
biography. After retiring 
from the NYPD, she went 
on to become a real estate 
agent and substitute teach-
er.

She worked on the 
campaign of City Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) and currently serves 
as the 23rd District leader 
for the Republican Party. 
She lives with her hus-
band Ed Deacy in Rock-
away Point. She has three 
daughters and five grand-
children.

Issues
Deacy has repeatedly 

said job creation is her 

highest priority if she were 
to attain elected office. She 
said high taxes and exces-
sive government regula-
tions discourage business 
in the city and thus stymie 
job growth. She wants to 
cut taxes for the middle 
class.

Another top priority 
of Deacy’s is the repeal of 
the toll on the Cross Bay 
Bridge. She said the toll 
discourages business in 
the Rockaways and is an 
unfair burden for residents 
who travel within Queens.

Deacy has also cam-
paigned on repealing the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority payroll tax, 
a city tax that requires 
small business owners to 
subsidize the MTA.

PHIL GOLDFEDER

RUBEN WILLS

Ruben Wills was elected to office dur-
ing last year’s special election following 
Thomas White’s death. He had worked with 
state Sen. Shirley Huntley (D-Jamaica) and 
Councilman Leroy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
prior to his election.

Wills has received several endorse-
ments from other elected officials, includ-
ing Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz (D-
Forest Hills) and groups such as the United 
Federation of Teachers.

Allan Jennings served as the Coun-
cil member for the 28th District from 2002 
to 2006. He was censured and fined by the 
Council and eventually lost to the Demo-
cratic primary to Thomas White, who 
was endorsed by the party. 

He attempted to run for the Coun-
cil seat in 2009 but lost in the primary 
to Thomas White. Last year he threw 
his hat into the ring during the special 
election to fill White’s seat following his 
death.

Clifton Stanley Diaz has been a mem-
ber of the Rochdale Village board of di-
rectors for many years. The retired Air 
Force member has been involved with sev-
eral community activist groups, including 
Rochdale’s civic. 

Another group he was part of was the 
city’s anti-drug task force during the late 
‘80s and he helped to rename a street near 
the 103rd Precinct in honor of a slain po-
lice officer. This is the first time he has 
formally run for office.

Michael Duvalle has lived in south-
east Queens for more than 40 years with 
his family. Duvalle, who served with the 
Navy, owned his own security company 
where he claims he created more than 2000 
jobs. He also used to serve as the president 
of the Rockaway Merchants Association.

Up until this year Duvalle, was a mem-
ber of the Community Education Council 
27 which serves most of southeast Queens.

This is the first time Duvalle has run 
for any public office. 

ALLAN JENNINGSCLIFTON DIAZ MICHAEL DUVALLE

POLLING SITE LOCATOR ON THE NEW YORK CITY BOARD OF ELECTIONS WEBSITE: HTTP://GIS.NYC.GOV/VOTE/PS/INDEX.HTM
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N E W S P A P E R S 

The TimesLedger Newspapers 

has launched a website about 

murders in SE Queens. 

The site includes audio slide-

shows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

For more information visit 

us online. 

HAVE YOU SEEN 

OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

Wide Variety of
Slipcovers & Reupholstery Fabrics

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS 
THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Wood Blinds by Hunter Douglas
 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Shutters by Hunter Douglas
 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Privacy Sheers
 
 

Luminette® with Power Glide

 Literise®
 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Decor® with Literise®
 Brillance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Custom Draperies
 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

 Verticals by Hunter Douglas
 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Shadings by Hunter Douglas
 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings

 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Honeycomb Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertaglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Horizontal Blinds by
   Hunter Douglas
 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Window Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

A Hunter Douglas Centurion 
Dealer

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Custom Radiator 
Covers

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient 17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393
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BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
A tentative agreement 

has been reached to save 
Peninsula Hospital from 
becoming the fourth hos-
pital to face the chopping 
block in Queens and the 
Rockaway medical center 
has been restoring its ser-
vices.

Peninsula and the 
Brooklyn-based Revival 
Home Health Care network 
have worked out an agree-
ment to allow Revival to 
take over the operations of 
the hospital, administrators 
for Peninsula announced. 
Two weeks ago, MediSys, 
Peninsula’s former parent 
company, ended its owner-
ship of the medical center 
after it was revealed that it 
owed $13 million in debt to 
its investors.

A doctor and two ven-
dors who were owed more 
than $120,000 by Peninsula 
filed an involuntary Chap-
ter 11 bankruptcy petition 
Aug. 16.

As part of the agree-
ment with Revival, Todd 
Miller was named the chief 
restructuring officer and 
he said he has begun work 
to bring operations to full 
service. Miller is the chief 
operating officer for Re-
vival.

“We know the staff at 
the hospital center shares 
Revival’s values of provid-

ing quality health care for 
the community and we look 
forward to being able to 
continue outstanding work 
already being done at the 
hospital,” Miller said in a 
statement.

Peninsula announced 
that it has ended its two-
week diversion  of ambu-
lances to its emergency 
room.

A representative from 
Revival declined to com-
ment about the deal because 
it had not been finalized as 
Tuesday, despite claims 
by Peninsula that it has 
received support from the 
state Department of Health 
and the United Healthcare 
Workers. The state Health 
Department did not return 
phone calls for comment.

Rabbi Jacob Spitzer, a 
Holocaust survivor, creat-
ed Revival in 1994 to bring 
quality health care to the 
elder Jewish population in 
New York City. Over the 
years, it has expanded and 
offers many health services 
to hundreds of patients of 
all backgrounds for condi-
tions, including terminal 
illness care, stroke, can-
cer and Parkinson’s dis-
ease management, as well 
as home health aide pro-
grams.

The fate of the 104-year-
old hospital frightened 
many Rockaway residents 
and elected officials who 
feared that it would leave 
residents with only one 
hospital — St. John’s Epis-
copal — and exacerbate the 
health care problems for 
Queens.

In 2008, Parkway Hos-
pital in Forest Hills was 
shut down by the state and 
a year later St. John’s Hos-
pital in Elmhurst and Mary 
Immaculate Hospital in 

Jamaica were closed after 
their parent company de-
clared bankruptcy.

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-St. Albans) has 
called on the attorney gen-
eral to investigate how 
Peninsula got into the debt 
problem so quickly.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall, who has 
been fighting for years to 
keep the borough’s hospi-
tals from being shut down, 
said she was relieved that 
the hospital reached a late 
deal because its loss would 
create a void that would be 
too risky for patients.

“As Hurricane Irene — 
and the earthquake before 
it — have shown us, any-
thing can happen anytime. 
The last time a hospital 
closed in Queens, swine flu 
visited,” she said in a state-
ment.

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

Brooklyn health network to take over Peninsula

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

A now-shuttered Briarwood 
restaurant allegedly run by a 
gang member had cocaine, hero-
ine and marijuana on the menu, 
according to Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown.

A dozen people, including re-
puted members of the Trinitari-
os, Latin Kings and Bloods gangs, 
were charged last week after an 
undercover, 10-month investiga-
tion that found The La Braza, at 
123-04 Metropolitan Ave. in Bri-
arwood, engaged in narcotics 
trafficking, Brown said.

“Operation Dinner Out” un-
covered four guns, including a 
defaced Colt .38-caliber revolver; 
a defaced sawed-off Mosburg 
shotgun; a .390 Sig Sauer semi-
automatic rifle; and a Remington 
870 shotgun with a scope along 
with more than a kilo of cocaine, 
more than an ounce of heroin and 
2 ounces of marijuana, Brown 
said.

More than $3,500 was also 
seized during the bust, the DA 
said.

“This long-term investi-
gation, which involved court-
authorized wiretaps, physical 
surveillance and the execution 

of search warrants, underscores 
the continuing commitment by 
my office and the New York Po-
lice Department to keep drugs 

off of our streets,” Brown said 
in a statement. “Drugs and guns 
are a deadly combination. We are 
committed to continue to employ 

aggressive and innovative tactics 
to track down and prosecute drug 
dealers, gang members and other 
criminals who seek to terrorize 
our communities.”

The investigation started 
in October 2010 after the NYPD 
learned that various illegal drugs 
were available for sale at The La 
Braza, which was owned by al-
leged Trinitarios gang member 
Brian Romero, 31.

Romero, an Astoria resi-
dent, was one of nine Trinitarios 
members charged in the case 
along with one member of the 
Latin Kings and another from the 
Bloods.

Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly thanked the authorities that 
worked together “to shut down 
this rogue restaurant and bring 
these gang members to justice.”

“When illegal drugs are sold 
at a restaurant, we can expect 
that violence associated with 
guns, drug sales and gang activi-
ty will also show up on the menu,” 
Kelly said.

Astoria man charged in Briarwood restaurant drug bust

The La Braza Restaurant in Briarwood has been shuttered following an undercover investigation that allegedly found 
drugs were being sold out of the Metropolitan Avenue eatery. Photo by Howard Koplowitz

A Brooklyn based health care company has made a deal to save Peninsula Hospital from closure.
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We will never forget all the sacrifices,
and will always remember those

who were lost.

Pelham Bay, Bronx Branch
Full Service Office

1705 Crosby Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461

Kings Highway Branch
Full Service Office

1218 Kings Highway
Brooklyn, NY 11229

Bay Ridge, Brooklyn Branch
Full Service Office
8424 5th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11209

Brooklyn Branch
Full Service Office

140 58th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11220

Avenue Of The Americas
Full Service Office

1023 Avenue Of Americas
New York, NY 10018

Astoria Branch
Full Service Office
28-31 31st Street

Astoria, NY 11102

Ditmars Branch
Full Service Office

28-20 Ditmars Blvd.
Astoria, NY 11105

Broadway Branch
Full Service Office
41-02 Broadway

Astoria, NY 11103

Bayside Branch
Full Service Office

 213-11 Northern Boulevard
Bayside, NY 11361

 

WE WILL NEVER FORGET

Cord Meyer Development Company

Remembering 
9/11/01

stmaryskids.org

29-01 216th Street, Bayside, NY 11360
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BY IVAN PEREIRA

For three Broad Channel 
FDNY brethren, their call to help 
with the first response efforts 
at the World Trade Center was 
so strong that they would not let 
anything, even Jamaica Bay, stop 
them from their duty.

On that day 10 years ago, Dan 
Mundy, 73, his younger brother 
Tom, 63, and his neighbor John 
Henglein, 50, were all in the neigh-
borhood when the first tower was 
hit and they could see the damage 
on the horizon.

Although they were in dif-
ferent spots when they heard the 
news, the men knew the city was 
in trouble.

“As soon as that plane hit, 
I was sure that we were at war,” 
Dan Mundy said.

Tom Mundy said he was vot-
ing in the Tuesday primary at a 

nearby public school, so he im-
mediately rushed home and be-
gan the drive to his Engine Co. 36 
firehouse in Harlem, but the traf-
fic was too heavy and he turned 
back. On his way back to Broad 
Channel, he got an idea and 
called Dan, who had recently pur-
chased a motor boat, and asked if 
he could use it to get to the World 
Trade Center.

Dan Mundy, a retired fire-
fighter, was already thinking the 
same thing and agreed, but he 
wanted to bring more men to the 
site. He called Henglein at Lad-
der Co. 142 in Ozone Park around 
the time that the father of three 
learned that the first tower had 
collapsed.

“I still remember it going 
down, and boom, and I got on my 
knees, because I knew we lost at 
least a hundred guys,” Henglein 
recalled.

Henglein immediately ac-
cepted Dan Mundy’s offer be-
cause at that point the FDNY 
was taking Queens members to 
the Trade Center on buses from 
LaGuardia Airport, and he knew 
that he could not get there quickly 

enough. Henglein, who has been 
with the Bravest for 25 years, 
brought three of his stationhouse 
comrades with him as well as 
equipment and less than an hour 
later, Dan Mundy was ready to set 
course for downtown Manhattan 

on Jamaica Bay.
Although Dan Mundy, a 

member of the Jamaica Bay 
Ecowatchers, had been sailing 
around those waters for decades, 
the 45-minute trip was difficult to 
navigate.

“The smoke was so thick 
and I couldn’t see anything, but I 
could see the buoys and was able 
to make it,” he said.

During the trip one of the 
fighters was having cold feet, 
but Dan Mundy kept driving the 
boat and getting closer to Ground 
Zero. 

In Lower Manhattan, the 
group unloaded their supplies 
onto the John J. Harvey, a former 

Continued on Page 37

Firefi ghters rode on Jamaica Bay to Ground Zero
As towers burned, Queens Bravest rushed to scene in thick smoke on boat from Howard Beach

John Henglein, (l.-r.) Dan Mundy 
and Mundy’s brother Tom trav-
eled to the World Trade Center 
on Mundy’s boat (pictured). 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Dan Mundy holds a photo taken from 
his boat en route to Ground Zero on 
9/11. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Wilton Sekzer has an 

excellent memory.
He can recall entire 

conversations he had de-
cades ago when he was a 
gritty NYPD cop. He can 
convincingly re-enact the 
time he barked orders at a 
couple of green officers or 
the time he was reprimand-
ed for yelling at a cadet’s 
mother on the phone.

He is a raconteur 
whose whole life is com-
posed of narratives, some 
overlap and run into oth-
ers, but they all start out 
the same way: “Here’s a 
story for ya.”

But that memory can 
also be a curse.

Sekzer remembers in 
vivid detail the moment the 
No. 7 train he was riding 
on through Queens curved 
northward the morning of 
Sept. 11, 2001. As the Man-
hattan skyline slowly came 
into view he saw the smol-
dering World Trade Center 
towers where his son, Ja-
son Sekzer, worked at Can-
tor Fitzgerald, a worldwide 
bond-trading company that 
lost 638 employees in the at-
tacks.

“Now I know that Ja-
son works on the 105th 
floor, and I know the tower 
is 110 floors high,” he said, 
recounting the thoughts 
that raced through his 
head as he stared out of the 
train window with all of 
the other passengers. “For 
whatever reason, I take my 
thumb and start counting 
down the floors.”

Jason worked above 
where the plane hit, Sekzer 
thought, so hopefully he 
made it to the roof.

And as suddenly as the 
towers appeared, the No. 
7 train curved back to its 
westward path and the hor-
rifying scene vanished.

Sekzer later watched 
news reports and saw the 
towers fall.

By evening he knew 
enough time had elapsed 
for Jason to make it home 
on foot.

Sekzer can recall the 
day so completely it is al-
most like he relives it.

But he has a wealth of 

happy memories to draw 
from as well. When he 
speaks of Jason, the tough 
cop and Vietnam vet turns 
into the doting father.

In a recent interview 
Sekzer put on his read-
ing glasses and shuffled 
through pictures of Jason. 
By the smile on Sekzer’s 
face it was clear he had re-
wound his memory once 
again and was back in his 
son’s childhood. 

“I tell people that God 
blessed me with one of 
the greatest sons anybody 
could have. Why he took 
him? I don’t know,” Sekzer 
said. “I’m looking forward 
to dying so I can ask him 
why.”

Jason was brought up 
in the Sunnyside apart-
ment where Sekzer and his 
wife still live.

When he was a boy, he 
used to live by his father’s 
word.

“He died at 31 years 
of age,” Sekzer said. “In 31 
years, I never once raised 
my hand or voice to him.”

What makes the at-
tacks such a bitter moment 
for Sekzer is that his son 
had led the kind of model 
life that makes fathers like 
himself proud. Jason had 
a kind heart and worked 
hard, and it got him far.

When he was younger, 
Jason used to cook at an up-
state camp for underprivi-

leged kids.
“He used to say, ‘I can 

cook for 600 kids, but I can’t 
cook for two,’” Sekzer re-
called with a chuckle.

Sekzer got his son a job 
taking care of businesses 
and people who rented 
suites at Madison Square 
Garden. One of his clients 
was Cantor Fitzgerald. 
The management liked Ja-
son’s service so much they 
offered him a job at their 
World Trade Center offices.

Jason worked his way 
up and was promoted sev-
eral times, which made his 
father swell with pride at 
each phone call.

“Now you know what 
you have to do,” Sekzer told 

his son after his first pro-
motion. “You have to send 
me business cards so I can 
shove it in the face of all my 
friends. And then you have 
to find me a nice nursing 
home.”

Jason was made vice 
president of IT trade sup-
port for the company, and 
just months before the at-
tack he married his long-
time girlfriend Natasha.

The night of Sept. 10 
a message left on the cou-
ple’s answering machine 
informed them that their 
wedding album was ready.

Jason never saw it.

Sekzer risked his life 
in the Army and the NYPD 
and witnessed all sorts of 
hardships. But nothing pre-
pared him for that morning 
train ride.   

“I cannot believe that 
I’m the other guy,” Sekzer 
said, shaking his head. “My 
whole life it always hap-
pened to the other guy ... 
unless you have kids, there 
is no way you could under-
stand.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

A photo sent to Wilton Sekzer from a member of the U.S. Army. As 
a memorial, soldiers wrote the name of Sekzer’s son on bombs 
that were deployed in Iraq. Photo by Christina Santucci

Sunnyside police offi cer’s dreams died on 105th fl oor

Jason Sekzer was made vice president of IT trade support at Cantor 
Fitzgerald a few months before he died. Photo by Christina Santucci

Wilton Sekzer holds a photo of his 
son Jason, who was killed on 9/11. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

On the morning of 
Sept. 11, 2001, Whitestone 
FDNY veteran Eugene 
Kelty was off duty, playing 
golf with his brother James 
and two Fire Department 
friends at an annual fund-
raiser at the Douglaston 
Park Golf Course.

“We were on the sec-
ond hole when my brother’s 
pager went off and it said 
‘plane hit World Trade Cen-
ter,’ he said. “He called the 
Fire Operations Center and 
they said it was a jet that hit 
Tower One. We were on the 
golf cart and we could see 
the World Trade Center and 
the smoke coming out.”

Kelty, who was captain 
of Engine 10 in downtown 
Manhattan at the time, and 
his three comrades piled 
into their vehicles and 
speeded straight to Man-
hattan, zooming through 
the Queens Midtown Tun-
nel, which had been cleared 
of civilian traffic.

Engine 10 is located 
in the famed Tenhouse, 
the closest firehouse to the 
World Trade Center, at 124 
Liberty St., and Kelty said 
he and his brother made it 
there after the second tow-
er was hit but before either 
one came down.

They were in a win-
dowless room on the house’s 
second floor changing out 
of their golf duds when they 
heard an ominous sound 
and went downstairs.

“We heard the rum-
bling and thought it was 
another plane hitting the 
building, but it was Tower 
Two coming down,” Kelty 
said. “It reminded me of 
what they said about Mt. 
St. Helena’s with all the 
ash blowing everywhere. 
We didn’t know what hap-
pened. With the magnitude 
of the building, we didn’t 
know what to expect.” 

Tenhouse was quickly 
transformed into a make-
shift base for many first 
responders since it was the 

only firehouse in the area 
with a generator and run-
ning water. Kelty and his 
crew worked long shifts at 
Ground Zero until early 
November, when they took 
their first leave from the 
grueling labor.

The Tenhouse lost six 
men that day — five active 
and one retired — and the 
survivors spent backbreak-

ing days sifting through 
rubble, marking with GPS 
units the locations of body 
parts and evidence found at 
the site, and coming togeth-
er in a camaraderie shaped 
by tragedy.

The pain of that day’s 
destruction and its after-
math caused irrevocable 
harm to many who were 
there to experience it — 

from injuries and emphy-
sema  to night terrors and 
divorce. And those wounds 
are still fresh for Kelty.

“It was so hopeless 
that day. It was to the point 
that I said ‘do I want retri-
bution? Yes.’ But the crazy 
people just keep doing 
these things,” he said. “I 
just want the crazy people 
to stop.” 

But despite that bleak-
ness, there are lessons to be 
gleaned, he said.

First off, Kelty, who 
has been in the FDNY for 
32 years and now serves as 
battalion chief of Battalion 
10 in Upper Manhattan, 
says the department has 
a different view of how to 
fight fires and disasters, 
and how to protect its men.

“I’m more aware of 
putting people in buildings 
if something happens next 
time. The story now is may-
be we won’t stand as close 
to the building. Maybe we 
won’t send as many people 
in next time,” he said. “In 

an ion storm, Capt. Kirk 
couldn’t reach the Enter-
prise, even with all his tech-
nology. It’s an ion storm ... 
We should never lose 343 
people again. Shame on us 
if it happens again.”

And in the end, though 
Lower Manhattan still is 
not back to normal and pol-
itics still surround every-
thing involving 9/11, Kelty 
said there is joy inside the 
tears.

“It brought a lot of spir-
it and religion back to peo-
ple, because the magnitude 
of the event brought people 
around to the fact that life 
was so precious and can be 
lost in an instant,” Kelty 
said. “It brought a lot of 
people back to how special 
life was and how religion 
can play a part, whatever 
your religion.”

Reach reporter Connor 
Adams Sheets by e-mail at 
csheets@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4538.

Eugene Kelty left the Douglaston Park Golf Course and raced to 
Ground Zero. Photo by Christina Santucci

Whitestone captain rushed to Tenhouse in fi rst hour  
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We Treat You Like Family

WE REMEMBER
The Community of Maspeth honors with gratitude, and   
remembers with affection, all who lived or worked here 
and who gave their lives, or whose lives were taken, 
in the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center
on  September 11, 2001.

RESIDENTS
FIREFIGHTER MICHAEL CAWLEY

CONO GALLO
JENNIFER MAZZOTTA

LIEUTENANT KENNETH PHELAN
FIREFIGHTER CHRISTOPHER PICKFORD

FIREFIGHTER MICHAEL WEINBERG

HAZMAT 1
FIREFIGHTER DENNIS CAREY

LIEUTENANT JOHN CRISCI
FIREFIGHTER MARTIN DEMEO

BATTALION CHIEF JOHN FANNING
FIREFIGHTER THOMAS GARDNER

FIREFIGHTER JOHN GIORDANO
FIREFIGHTER JONATHAN HOHMANN

CAPTAIN THOMAS MOODY
FIREFIGHTER DENNIS SCAUSO

FIREFIGHTER KEVIN SMITH
CAPTAIN PATRICK WATERS

SQUAD 288
FIREFIGHTER PETER BRENNAN

FIREFIGHTER RONNIE GIES
FIREFIGHTER JOSEPH HUNTER
FIREFIGHTER JONATHAN IELPI
LIEUTENANT RONALD KERWIN

FIREFIGHTER ADAM RAND
FIREFIGHTER BRIAN SWEENEY
FIREFIGHTER TIMOTHY WELTY

SQUAD 288/HAZMAT 1 HAD THE SINGLE LARGEST LOSS OF
FIREFIGHTERS OF ANY FDNY FIREHOUSE.

ERECTED BY THE PEOPLE OF MASPETH THROUGH
THE UNITED VETERANS & FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS 9-11-02
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Joseph Garofalo stood in the 

kitchen of his Ozone Park home 
several weeks before the 10th an-
niversary of the Sept. 11 attacks, 
discussing the changes to this 
year’s ceremony with Peter Tica-
li, the vice president of their foun-
dation for first responders.

Garofalo, who was an officer 
in the city Department of Cor-
rections and spent eight days at 
the World Trade Center site, and 
Ticali, the borough manager for 
the Queens Community Emer-
gency Response Team, recently 
incorporated the 9/11 WTC First 
Responders Foundation — a non-
profit they hope will create a na-
tional network of first responders 
ranging from community volun-
teers to firefighters and everyone 
in between.

The two were angered — 
though far from surprised — by 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s an-
nouncement that this year’s cer-
emony would feature speeches by 
Presidents Obama and George W. 
Bush, be attended by the families 
of the fallen and leave little or no 
room for the various respond-
ers who rushed to the site in the 
days immediately following the 
attacks.

A spokeswoman for the may-
or’s office said priority was given 
to victims’ family members, while 
the Police Department, Fire De-
partment and Port Authority Po-
lice will have an important role in 
the ceremony in keeping with the 
practice of the past nine years.

“In addition, Zuccotti Park, 
the site adjacent to the World 
Trade Center site where the 9/11 
ceremony has been held the past 
four years, will be open for first 
responders to watch the ceremo-
ny and commemorate the day,” 
spokeswoman Evelyn Erskine 
said.

Garofalo said he continually 
honors first responders.

 “We have our own com-
memoration of the fallen heroes,” 
he said,. “Someone dies every 
month.”

The slight by Bloomberg is 
just the most recent — but far 
from the worst — example of 
how the nation has forgotten the 
firefighters, police officers, emer-
gency medical services workers, 
sanitation workers, priests, civil-
ian volunteers and numerous oth-

ers who are being denied health 
coverage for illnesses they suffer 
today as a result of breathing in 
the contaminated air at the site, 
Garofalo said.

“They’re often neglected. 
They’re assumed to be there. 
Truthfully, no one talks about 
this,” said Ticali, whose son spent 
time near the WTC site as an 
NYPD cadet. “First responders 
are learning now, 10 years later 
— they believed they were going 
to be taken care of, Now they’re 
learning they’re not.”

Garofalo said that from his 
position atop the shotgun post on 
Riker’s Island on Sept. 11, it took 
only about four minutes after the 
towers fell before he could smell 
the debris coming all the way 
from the city.

He finished up his tour of 
duty and showed up the next day, 
in uniform, at Ground Zero at 10 
a.m.

Sifting through the rubble, 
Garofalo was unaware the air he 
was breathing contained asbes-
tos, fiberglass, PVC and metal.

He asked for a respirator, but 

all he got was a paper dusk mask.
“The first day there I was 

sucking down that dust. People 
were eating food and ingesting 
it,” he recalled.

Many of those first respond-
ers are now suffering from medi-
cal discrimination, Garofalo 
believes, as they attempt to seek 
treatment for upper airway dis-
eases, poor balance and prostate, 
brain, thyroid and pancreatic 
cancers — so many various types 

that the doctors say they couldn’t 
possibly be related.

He said 25 percent of the 
93,000 first responders have 
cancer due to lowered immune 
systems. A report published last 
week in “The Lancet” medical 
journal shows an excess of cancer 
cases reported in firefighters who 
survived the disaster.

“The city of New York knew 
damn well about asbestos. Why 
didn’t they stop everyone before 

they went in?” he asked. “If we 
were detoxed the right way, may-
be those people might not have 
cancer.”

“Shoulda, coulda, woulda,” 
Ticali added.

Garofalo said he first started 
suffering from afflictions such as 
sinus and bronchial disorders, 
asthma and brain fog — what he 
described as a bad cold with body 
aches.

“In the beginning I was af-
fected a lot,” he said, adding that 
he is still bedridden up to four 
days a week. “I can think and con-
centrate better in the last three 
years.”

“I hold no one in contempt,” 
he said, referring to the doctors 
he saw, many of whom told him 
they were not capable of diagnos-
ing his problems considering the 
number of combinations and tox-
ins he had in his body.

His contempt is reserved for 
the bureaucracies, whether they 
be governments or the insurance 
industry, which have denied cov-
erage to first responders.

Aside from jeopardizing the 
lives of those men and women, 
Garofalo and Ticali said they 
both worry it sends the message 
to would-be responders in the fu-
ture that they may not be taken 
care of.

“The politics, the laws have 
now given food for thought for 
our children. They now have the 
opportunity to think twice,” Ga-
rofalo said. “Politics put a bad 
message out there.”

In an attempt to preserve the 
force that drives first respond-
ers to act in the face of danger, 
the two men recently completed 
a two-year process to register the 
nonprofit they hope will create a 
national network of, by and for 
first responders.

“In reality, we need a forum 
for first responders to take care of 
their own,” Ticali said.

Ticali said he hopes to build 
a grassroots network of chapters 
in every state.

“I think we’re going to be 
fighting the same fight in anoth-
er 10 years,” Ticali said. “Some 
people will find closure on 9/11. 
To them it’s an ending; to me it’s a 
beginning.”

Visit 911wtcfirstresponders-
foundation.org for more informa-
tion.

Joseph Garofalo displays the medication he now takes including a steroid for asthma. Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens men set up foundation for fi rst responders
Emergency team head, Corrections offi cer want recognition for all those who served at Ground Zero

Peter Ticali serves as vice president of the 9/11 WTC First Responders 
Foundation. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY REBECCA HENELY

From the time he was 
small, Michael Cawley of 
Ladder 136 in Elmhurst 
wanted to be a firefighter.

Jack Cawley, Michael’s 
father, was never able to be 

a firefighter because of his 
eyesight, but every week-
end he would bring Michael 
down to the firehouses, said 
Michael’s mother, Marga-
ret Cawley.

With a single-minded 
determination that had got-

ten him into Archbishop 
Molloy HS in Briarwood 
after all seats for the year 
were filled, Michael even-
tually found a place at Lad-
der 136. On Sept. 11, 2001, he 
was sent to work at Rescue 
4.

“The whole group of 
guys who went there that 
morning, they never came 
back,” Jack Cawley said.

Michael Cawley’s body 
was recovered in the lobby 
of the south tower of the 
World Trade Center with 
two other firefighters Nov. 
5, 2001. He was the only one 
from his firehouse to die 
in the aftermath of the at-
tacks, which killed 76 fire-
fighters from Queens.

The Cawleys live on Ka-
lima Avenue near Parsons 
Boulevard in Flushing, 
not far from an intersec-
tion that has borne Michael 
Cawley’s name since 2003. 

Inside their house, pictures 
of their eldest son are dis-
played over the fireplace.

Margaret Cawley, who 
wears a circle-shaped neck-
lace with her son’s picture, 
has four thick photo albums 
with shots of her son along 
with letters of condolence.

She describes Michael 
Cawley, who was 32 when 
he died, as a tender man 
who loved children. He had 
bought a house January 
2001 and was dating a girl.

“He was such a mush , 
easygoing guy,” Margaret 
Cawley said.

Michael Cawley was 
also deeply invested in 
his job, Margaret Cawley 
said. He was disappointed 
if he missed a big fire, and 
before his death was due 
to be honored for saving a 
worker who had been elec-
trocuted on a high wire. Jack Cawley and his wife Margaret show a photo of their son Michael, 

a firefighter who was killed on 9/11. Photo by Christina Santucci

Flushing Bravest went to work but never came back
 Michael Cawley was the only member of Ladder 136 in Elmhurst to perish at the World Trade Center

Continued on Page 38
Margaret Cawley keeps a prayer card for her son Michael in a bind-
er. Photo by Christina Santucci

82-70 AUSTIN ST.

KEW GARDENS, NY 11415

718-849-3939

40-12 BELL BLVD.

BAYSIDE, NY 11361

718-224-2200

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our heroes here in Queens and throughout
New York City, who served us during the 9/11 tragedies. We remember the fallen, thinking of

their families on this 10th Anniversary, and send our heartfelt thoughts to them.
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BY EVELYN CHENG
 
When the North Tower 

of the World Trade Center 
collapsed on the morning 
of Sept. 11, 2001, the iconic 
Windows on the World res-
taurant on floors 106 and 
107 fell as well, killing 73 
workers.

“I was shocked, be-
cause suddenly I lost my 
job, I lost my colleagues,” 
Windows on the World 
server Delwar Khondoker 
recalled recently.

Khondoker, 45, worked 
the evening shift  at the 
restaurant and had just 
returned to his home in 
Jamaica after sending his 
daughter to school when he 
saw the South Tower of the 
World Trade Center crum-
ble on television at 9:59 a.m. 
The North Tower toppled a 
half hour later.

“Now I’m really scared 
— thinking, dreaming 
[about 9/11]. Mentally, I’m 
very upset,” he said.

In his department of 
about 22, which served the 
main dining area in the 
North Tower, six lost their 
lives.  On the 106th floor 
that morning nearly 70 peo-
ple were attending a finan-
cial technical seminar and 
Neil Levin, the executive 
director of the Port Author-
ity, was having breakfast 
at Windows on the World. 
They all perished.

Khondoker came to 
the United States from Ban-
gladesh in 1988 and worked 

at various jobs in the res-
taurant business, includ-
ing serving at the Hudson 
River Club in the World 
Financial Center. He began 
working at Windows on 
the World in 1996 after his 
cousin’s friend told him of 
an opening there.

 Distraught by the ca-
tastrophe and left without 
a job, Khondoker sought 
help at centers established 
by the Hudson River for 
9/11 survivors by organiza-
tions like the Red Cross. He 
lived on unemployment for 
a year while looking for a 
job and dreaming of start-
ing his own business.

More than 300 employ-
ees at the fabled restaurant 
were left jobless after the 
attacks.

In 2002, with the as-
sistance of Restaurant Op-
portunities Center of New 
York, Khondoker and other 
unemployed workers from 
Windows on the World had 
the opportunity to work 
and manage their own 
restaurant, Colors, at 417 
Lafayette St. in Manhat-
tan. “Our goal was to open 
a business we could work 
ourselves,” he said.

But when the restau-
rant lost business within a 
few years due to misman-
agement, Restaurant Op-
portunities Center closed 
Colors and decided to reno-
vate it. All the employees, 
including Khondoker, were 
laid off.

Server’s future 
lost with tower

BY REBECCA HENELY

Inside his mosque on 72nd Street 
in Jackson Heights, Imam Mohd 
Qayyoom keeps many mementos of 
the lost Twin Towers.

A framed photo of the towers 
rests on his desk, his clock has a pic-
ture of the World Trade Center super-
imposed over an American flag and 
among some papers he keeps a bat-
tered photo of himself sitting on the 
observation deck in 1995.

Yet the true artifact of the de-
stroyed World Trade Center may be 
the mission of his mosque, which is 
posted on the wall behind his desk 
and declares that the mosque’s mem-
bers do not believe in “extremism, 
radicalism, terrorism.”

“Everybody has a right to exist 
in this world,” Qayyoom said.

Shortly after the attacks 10 years 
ago, Qayyoom, imam for the Muham-
madi Community Center of Jackson 
Heights at 37-46 72nd St., made it his 
mission and the mission of his mosque 
to fight against terrorism.

He was living in Astoria at the 
time, and remembers running to the 
window when he saw the news about 
the planes hitting the buildings and 
wondering how such destruction was 
possible. The attacks came just be-
fore his immigration lawyer, Taufiq 

Chowdhury, was due to arrive at his 
office on the 46th floor of the North 
Tower. Chowdhury was unharmed, 
but Qayyoom, who is from Bangla-
desh, lost his medical records and 
birth certificate in the attack.

“Everything was gone. Every-
thing was exploded,” he said.

Qayyoom said some of the more 
radically minded Muslims were hap-
py after the attacks, but many faced 
prejudice. Qayyoom said soon after 
9/11 he tried to approach a woman 
whose car was broken down to offer 
his help, and she backed away in fear. 

“After 9/11, Muslims suffer a lot,” 
Qayyoom said.

Queens Muslims feared repri-
sals from the community in 2001. A 
little more than a week after Sept. 11 , 
Afghan Muslims marched through 
downtown Flushing condemning the 
attacks and affirming the religion’s 
commitment to peace. The private Is-
lamic Razi School in Woodside had to 
increase security that month due to 
threats.

Cyrus McGoldrick, a member of 
the Council on American-Islamic Re-
lations who recently visited the Mu-
hammadi Community Center, said 
American Muslims were both hurt by 
the terror attacks and the prejudice 
from others against Muslims that fol-
lowed.

“The American Muslim commu-
nity has been victimized twice,” Mc-
Goldrick said.

Qayyoom said while some Mus-
lims still face discrimination, he does 
not worry about hate crimes since 
he believes most Americans realize 
Osama bin-Laden, who was killed by 
Navy SEALS in Pakistan in May, was 
the one responsible for the attacks on 
the World Trade Center and the Pen-
tagon.

The imam’s stance against ter-
rorism has earned him some criticism 
from fellow members of the faith. He 
began his mosque in 2005 after run-
ning into conflicts at the mosque in 
Elmhurst where he then worked. He 
is also in favor of background checks 
for mosques that may be backed by Is-
lamic radicals.

Yet Qayyoom has a commitment 
to both building bridges with other 
religions as well as fighting terror-
ism, and said he hopes on the 10th 
anniversary of 9/11 that all faiths can 
come together to stop any more at-
tacks from radicals.

“We should not let it happen any-
where in the world in the name of Is-
lam,” he said.

Reach reporter Rebecca Henely by 
e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Delwar Khondoker worked at Windows on the World and had just 
returned home after dropping his daughter at school when the 
South Tower collapsed. Photo by Evelyn Cheng

Continued on Page 38

Queens imam fi ghts terrorism
Sept. 11 attacks inspire clergyman to seek interfaith harmony

Imam Mohd Qayyoom has made it his mission to combat terrorism. Photo by Christina Santucci
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fireboat that had been con-
verted into a historic visi-
tor’s site, as Mundy’s boat 
rose and fell in the large 
swells of the harbor.  After 
the firefighters climbed 
into the Harvey, Dan Mun-
dy began to worry. 

Ten years later the 
memory of that moment 
is still overwhelming for 
Mundy, so his brother Tom 
picked up the threads of the 

story.
 He told me when he 

backed off and saw all the 
guys get off, he thought, 
“What the hell did I do?” 
Tom Mundy said.

After splitting up into 
two groups, the Queens 
firefighters went to differ-
ent parts of the affected ar-
eas in downtown Manhat-
tan. Tom Mundy wanted 
to put out the massive fire 
at Building 7, which even-
tually collapsed later that 

night, but his superiors or-
dered him out of that zone.

It was then that he met 
another man and his four-
legged helper. 

Scott Shields, a civil-
ian who had been living in 
Manhattan and had trained 
his golden retriever Bear to 
find people, offered his ser-
vices to the first respond-
ers. Although some of Tom 
Mundy’s comrades were 
skeptical, he allowed him 
to join in.

“I believed in him and 
the dog,” he said.

Mundy’s faith paid off 

as Bear was able to find 
clothing and material that 
belonged to missing fire-
fighters and it led to the dis-
covery of FDNY Chief Peter 
Ganci’s body. Henglein, in 
the meantime, was work-
ing at the pit and helping to 
operate heavy machinery 
to clear debris and get to 
trapped people.

He and other respond-
ers at the site saved a wom-
an who was still alive more 
than 24 hours after the 
buildings toppled.

“That was a team ef-
fort,” said Henglein, who 

left Ground Zero the next 
night by a boat.

Tom Mundy gave 
tremendous credit to his 
brother Dan for leading the 
charge with his new boat.

“I was so proud of 
him taking that brand new 
thing he saved his entire 
life for,” he said.

Dan Mundy said he 
and his family breathed 
a huge sigh of relief when 
his brother and Henglein 
returned home, but he still 
regrets that many other 
firefighters lost their lives.

Nevertheless, he said 

he feels humbled that he 
was able to make a differ-
ence that day.

“Looking back now at 
the overall operation, I feel 
good,” he said. “The fact 
that this group was able 
to get together, everybody 
survived and everyone con-
tributed, that makes me 
feel good. And apparently it 
was meant to be.”

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

Sikhs counter prejudice with teaching after attacks
Richmond Hill groups give books on religion to boro libraries after faithful mistaken for terrorists 

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

In the years before the Sept. 
11 attacks, the borough’s Sikh 
community lived in relative peace 
with their neighbors.

But since then, Sikhs have 
had to contend with harassment, 
confusion over their religion 
and, in some cases, vicious hate 
crimes.

And in the 10 years since the 
terrorist attacks, Sikh commu-
nity leaders say the situation has 
not gotten better.

“The last 10 years have been 
very difficult for the Sikh com-
munity,” said Amardeep Singh, 
director of programs for the Sikh 
Coalition, an advocacy group 
based in Manhattan.

Sikhism is the world’s fifth-
largest religion and was founded 
in the Punjab region of India – 
accounting for 2 percent of the 
southeast Asian nation’s popula-
tion.

Since the 1970s, Sikhs started 
leaving India for New York City, 
where they congregated in large 
settlements in the Richmond Hill 
and South Ozone Park neighbor-
hoods of Queens.

Jagir Singh Bains, a Sikh 
community leader and member of 
Community Board 8, said Sikhs 
had little to fear before the Sept. 11 
attacks, although he said some in 
the community had their homes 
destroyed  and a couple of Sikhs 
were beaten up in the late 1970s 
during the Iran hostage crisis.

What led to those attacks 
more than 30 years ago were also 
the same reasons Sikhs were tar-

geted after the Sept. 11 attacks.
The Sikh faith mandates ad-

herents to wear a turban and nev-
er cut their long beards, which 
led to non-Sikhs mistaking them 
for Muslims or terrorists since 
the Sikh dress resembled that of 
the Taliban.

“After 9/11, there was a mis-
understanding toward the Sikh 
community,” Bains said. “The 
people thought that Sikhs were 
a part of the terrorists who at-
tacked the World Trade Center 

because they had the turbans and 
the beards.”

Dhan Singh, a Sikh commu-
nity leader in the borough, said 
there is still ignorance about the 
Sikh religion.

“The misunderstanding is 
still there,” he said.

The most brutal attack 
against a Sikh in Queens oc-
curred July 11, 2005 in Richmond 
Hill when Rajinder Singh Khalsa 
was beaten up by four Long Island 
men and another from Queens af-

ter the men came out of a catering 
hall to celebrate a Christening of 
one of the men’s daughters.

The men confronted Khalsa 
and his cousin, calling their tur-
bans “dirty curtains” before beat-
ing Khalsa, leaving him with mul-
tiple fractures to his eye and face, 
which was swollen and bruised.

Besides physical attacks, 
Sikhs were subject to crude com-
ments about their appearance 
and Sikh children have been bul-
lied in schools.

“Girls and boys, their hair 
were cut in school,” Bains said.

Amardeep Singh said there 
have been about 208 instances 
of school bullying among Sikh 
children in Queens, including 20 
percent where there was some ele-
ment of physical violence.

He said racist attitudes to-
ward Sikhs among adults are ab-
sorbed to their children.

“These attitudes are not only 
prominent, but they are handed 
down to our children,” he said.

While mistrust toward Sikhs 
has not slowed down since the 
attacks, Amardeep Singh said, 
there are some areas of hope.

Amardeep Singh said people 
in decision-making positions, 
such as the media and elected of-
ficials, are now more aware of the 
Sikh community’s issues since 
Sept. 11.

“The [Sikh] community 
works with these institutions to 
address community concerns,” 
he said.

Sikhs in Queens are also do-
ing their part to stop the misun-
derstandings by donating books 
about their religion to all 62 of the 
borough’s library branches.

Each branch now has about 
30 to 35 books each on Sikhism.

“We’re doing this to promote 
the Sikhs’ identity,” Bains said. 
“This is the proper way of telling 
the people what the Sikhs stand 
for.”

Reach reporter Howard Ko-
plowitz by e-mail at hkoplowitz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4573.

Sikh community leaders Jagir Singh Bains (l.) and Dhan Singh say there is still ignorance about their religion. 
Photo by Howard Koplowitz

Continued from Page 31

CHANNEL RESCUE
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BY JOE ANUTA

After the 2001 terrorist 
attacks on the World Trade 
Center, all of the victims’ 
families grieved, but some 
also saw a vision of the 
post-9/11 world they want-
ed to live in.

Some families with 
similar outlooks banded 
together to form activ-
ist groups. Two of those 
groups serve as an example 
of the different ways fami-
lies reacted to the tragedy, 
and how they are working 
in different ways to prevent 
another attack.

One group promotes 
peace as the way to coun-
teract terrorism. Another 
thinks stricter immigra-
tion laws will help prevent 
terrorists from infiltrating 
American soil and launch-

ing a homegrown attack.
9/11 Families for 

Peaceful Tomorrows, was 
formed in 2002 when a cad-
re of family members who 
lost loved-ones in the at-
tacks came together to urge 
former President George 
W. Bush to start a fund for 
Afghanistan families.

Some members of the 
newly formed group had 
visited Afghanistan after 
the start of Operation En-
during Freedom, the Amer-
ican bombing campaign 
launched in response to the 
World Trade Center attacks. 
The members spoke to wid-
ows whose husbands were 
killed. They also spoke to 
Afghani families who were 
too poor to rebuild their 
homes destroyed by bombs.

The group has ex-
pressed its belief that war 

only breeds more violence 
and consequently has made 
the country less safe. It has 
since called on the federal 
government and elected of-
ficials to pursue nonviolent 
means to combat terror-
ism.

The group also seeks to 
education the public about 
the loss of civil liberties 
connected with the war on 
terror, and to combat racial 
and ethnic discrimination.

Talat Hamdani lost her 
son Salman, who grew up 
in Bayside, in the attacks. 
As a registered EMT, he 
had raced into the city once 
he saw the smoking towers 
and died attempting to save 
the lives at Ground Zero.

Hamdani said she 
joined the group because 
she believes violence only 
breeds more violence and 
that killing is not the an-
swer, according to Ham-
dani.

“I’m a person who does 
not believe in revenge,” she 
said. “Waging a war is not 
going to stop terrorism.” 

Another group, called 
9/11 Families for a Secure 
America, has also advo-
cated for ways to prevent 
terrorism, but took a vastly 
different approach.

The group was formed 
after Peter Gadiel, who is 
now its president, lost his 
son James in the terrorist 
attacks.

Gadiel said that after a 
period of shock, he began to 
think about how the perpe-
trators were able to kill so 
many people

He wondered how the 
pilots of the plane had been 
able to move to America 
and get licenses and jobs 

while concurrently plot-
ting the 9/11 attacks.

“I wanted to find out 
exactly why it was our 
borders were opened up so 
these killers could come in 
here like this,” said Gadiel. 
“And function so freely in 
our society while they re-
hearsed and financed and 
carried out the attacks.”

After investigating the 
nations immigration laws, 
Gadiel said he found they 
enforcement was woefully 
inadequate.

He drafted an essay 
and showed it to some of the 
other families, who decided 
to unite as a group.

Wilton Sekzer, a re-

tired police officer, lives in 
Sunnyside. His son Jason 
was killed in the attacks.

Sekzer is a founding 
member of the group, and 
thinks that the ease with 
which non citzens can cross 
into the country poses a se-
rious treat to national secu-
rity.

“If you understand 
that it can happen, if you 
even say to yourself: ‘yes, 
the possibility exists,’ then 
you can’t be complacent,” 
Sekzer said in a video put 
out by the group. “You have 
to do whatever you can to 
keep it from happening 
again.”

Several members of 

the group have toured the 
border between Mexico and 
the United States, and oth-
ers have spoken on news 
programs.

An ongoing point 
the members make is the 
government’s failure to 
enforce some of the rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 
Commission, which was 
formed to advise the coun-
try how to prevent a future 
terror attack, according to 
Ed Kowalski, treasurer for 
the group.

Both groups seek to 
prevent a future attack, 
and 10 years after 9/11, 
their ranks and voices have 
grown even stronger. 

Colors reopened in 
the summer of 2009 under 
new management, but few 
of the former Windows on 
the World workers were re-
hired.

Khondoker said the 
new restaurant had con-
tacted him initially, but did 
not hire him because busi-
ness was slow downtown in 
the aftermath of the 2008 

market collapse. He and 
some of his colleagues from 
Windows on the World now 
work at the restaurant in a  
Hyatt hotel in New Jersey.

“My goal now is my 
family,” he said. “I can in-
vest in earning money for 
them.”

Yet he has not forgot-
ten his colleagues who 
died on 9/11 and prays for 
them at the mosque Friday 
nights.

“I wish their souls go 
to heaven,” he said.

Margaret Cawley said 
that during special events, 
he would sit with the bat-
talion chiefs instead of the 
other firefighters.

“They just loved Mi-
chael because he was so 
into it like they were,” Mar-
garet Cawley said.

Since his death, Mar-
garet and Jack Cawley 
have held an annual ben-

efit dinner in April, the 
month Michael was born, at 
Mulcahy’s Pub and Concert 
hall in Wantagh, L.I., with 
the help of Michael’s sib-
lings, Kristin and Brendan 
Cawley, who is a firefighter 
in the Bronx.

For a suggested dona-
tion of $25, visitors get a 
meal. At the dinner, they 
can listen to live music and 
participate in five live and 

65 silent auctions. The mon-
ey is used to fund 12 schol-
arships to Archbishop Mol-
loy HS. Any funds left over 
are used by Jack Cawley to 
send gifts to soldiers fight-
ing overseas and to ill first 
responders.

“We make a lot of 
money in one day and it is 
an enormous, enormous 
effort,” Margaret Cawley 
said.

While visitors to the 
annual dinner have de-
clined slightly since the 

years immediately after 
the disaster, the event still 
draws 850 to 1,000 visitors, 
and the mailing list for the 
Cawleys’ foundation num-
bers 2,500 people.

“Of course, at the end 
of the day we wish we nev-
er had to do it,” Margaret 
Cawley said, “but we do it 
for Michael.”

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 35 Continued from Page 36

MICHAEL CAWLEY WORKER

Debris from the World Trade Center lies in a smoking heap follow-
ing the terrorist attacks.

Victims’ families take different activist routes

Talat Hamdani joined 
9/11 Families for Peaceful 
Tomorrows after her son 
Salman (inset) was killed 
helping victims at Ground 
Zero.
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Memorial — IX XI
Date: Thursday, Sept. 1, to Tuesday, 
Jan. 31
Place: Queensborough Community 
College, 222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Info: Artist Ultra Violet pays respect to 
the 9/11 tragedy.
Contact: (718) 631-6396

This Is Personal
Date: Tuesday, Sept. 6, to Friday, Oct. 
14
Place: Queens College Art Center, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Info: More than 3,000 post-9/11 New 
York City items and 500 event-related 
autographs gathered by autograph 
collector Michael Ragsdale will be on 
view.
Contact: (718) 997-5597, phyllis.
cohen-stevens@qc.cuny.edu

Bayside Historical Society 9/11 
Exhibit
Date: Ongoing starting Wednesday, 
Sept. 7
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursdays and 
Fridays, 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sundays.
Place: Bayside Historical Society, Fort 
Totten Park, Bayside
Info: The new exhibit commemorates 
the world-changing events of Sept. 
11, 2001, including their impact on 
and subsequent response from the 
neighborhoods of northeast Queens.
Contact: (718) 352-1548, 
baysidehistorical.org

Annual Candlelight Ceremony in 
Astoria Heights
Date: Thursday, Sept. 8
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place: Memorial grove in McManus 
Memorial Park, 81st Street and Grand 
Central Parkway, Astoria Heights
Info: The United Community Civic 
Association and the Port Authority of 
NY & NJ will hold a vigil and dedicate 
a steel beam from the World Trade 
Center.

Maspeth World Trade Center 
Memorial
Date: Friday, Sept. 9
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Place: Maspeth Memorial Park, 69th 
Street and Grand Avenue, Maspeth
Info: Honored will be those who gave 
their lives or whose lives were taken in 
the terrorist attack Sept. 11, 2001. This 
year, a piece of steel from the fallen 
WTC will be unveiled.

Remembrance of Sept. 11 Art Exhibit
Date: Saturday, Sept. 10, to Sunday, 
Nov. 23
Place: LaGuardia Community College, 
31-10 Thomson Ave., Long Island City
Info: In remembrance of the 10th 
anniversary of 9/11, LaGuardia 
Community College is hosting a 
multi-media exhibition of 14 artists 
from Lower Manhattan who were 
eyewitnesses of the tragic events, 
including one who died while working 
in the North Tower when it was struck. 
Along with the major exhibition is 
a collection of works by students, 
alumni and faculty.
Contact: (718) 482-5055

Annual York Fest
Date: Saturday, Sept. 10
Time: 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Place: York College, 94-20 Guy R. 
Brewer Blvd., Jamaica
Info: Come for a free concert, 
refreshments, tours and a meeting 
with local elected offi cials at the 
45th anniversary celebration of the 
college. A commemoration of the 10th 
anniversary of 9/11 will also be held
Contact: (718) 278-0700, info@
astorialic.org

A Conversation About 9/11 & Service
Date: Saturday, Sept. 10
Time: 1 p.m.
Place: Greater Astoria Historical 
Society, 35-20 Broadway, 4th Floor, 
Astoria
Info: Join the GAHS for a discussion 
regarding the way service has made 
a difference in people’s lives, through 

connection and transformation. Ric 
Burns’ documentary “New York” will 
also be shown.
Contact: (718) 262-2000

Ground Zero Steel Unveiling
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11
Time: 8 a.m.
Place: Tribute Park, 116th Street and 
Beach Channel Drive, Rockaway Park
Info: A special ceremony will be held 
in which a 3-ton piece of steel from 
Ground Zero will be placed in the park.

Memorial Bike Ride
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11
Time: 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Place: Francis Lewis Park, 3rd Avenue, 
Whitestone
Info: Whitestonevillage.com 
is sponsoring a bike ride to 
commemorate the 10th anniversary of 
9/11. The bike run will be from Francis 
Lewis Park and end at Little Bay Park. 
Food and beverages will be served at 
the end of the bike run. All you need to 
do is show up with your bicycle.
Contact: whitestonevillage.com

Quaker Service
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11
Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Place: Old Quaker Meetinghouse, 137-
16 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Info: Quakers invite all to join us 
for worship and a time of quiet 
contemplation and refl ection. Come 
when you can, leave when you want.
Contact: (718) 358-9636

Where We Are Today
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11
Time: 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.

Place: Bay Terrace Jewish Center, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside
Info: Presented by Rabbi Shlomo 
Blockstein and Cantor Victor Wortman.
Contact: (718) 428-6363

September 11
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11, 2011, to Monday, 
January 9, 2012
Time: Opening reception Sept. 11, 12 
p.m. to 6 p.m.
Place: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson Ave., 
Long Island City
Info: MoMA PS1 presents a major 
exhibition refl ecting upon the 
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, and the ways 
they have altered how we see and 
experience the world in their wake.
Contact: support@enews-moma.org

Special Glen Oaks Village 9/11 
Memorial Dedication
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11
Time: 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Place: Tribute Triangle Park, Little 
Neck Parkway and 75th Avenue, Glen 
Oaks
Info: Glen Oaks Village has just 
constructed a beautiful park to honor 
the men and women who have served 
in the U.S. armed forces.
Contact: (917) 604-4273

Annual 9/11 Memorial Concert
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11
Time: 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Place: Poppenhusen Institute, 114-04 
14th Road, College Point
Info: A troupe of 10 actors will 
transform versatile Kew Gardens 
Cinemas Park into a Shakespearean 
theater. Expect a scene from “The 
Comedy of Errors,” two pieces 

from “Henry V,” sonnets as well as 
sword play and offi cial period music 
by Garald Farnham of “The Good 
Pennyworths.” In case of rain, the 
show will go on at the Bliss Cafe, at 
82-60 Austin St.
Contact: (917) 881-3358, carollacks@
aol.com

Shakespeare in Kew Gardens 
Cinemas Park
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11
Time: 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Place: Kew Gardens Cinemas Park, 
Austin Street off Lefferts Blvd, Kew 
Gardens
Info: Program includes local choirs, a 
violin performance, a soloist, lighting 
of memorial concert, planting of the 
Tree of Life and Hope, bag pipes by 
Frank Feeley, “Let There be Peace on 
Earth” sung by Girl Scout Troop No. 
4399 and refreshments.
Contact: (718) 358-0067, 
poppenhusen@juno.com

Community 9/11 Memorial Worship
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11
Time: 4 p.m.
Place: Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
90-04 175th St., Jamaica
Info: The church’s doors will be 
open for the community in order to 
remember the tragic events of 10 
years ago.
Contact: (718) 639-7452, rfi tch@nyc.
rr.com

9/11 Commemoration and Tribute to 
Richard Allen Perlman
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11
Time: 5:30 p.m.

Firefighter Charlie Donner of Ladder 136, the “Elmhurst Eagles,” places a flag at the Maspeth memorial.

A bagpiper plays during a Sept. 11 memorial at Mount St. Michael 
Cemetery in East Elmhurst. 

Queens 9/11 Events

Continued on Page 40
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Congressman 
JOSEPH CROWLEY 

7th Congressional District

IN TRIBUTE TO 
THE 9-11 FAMILIES

Paid for by Crowley for Congress

Place: Forest Hills Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps, 92-29 
Metropolitan Ave., Forest Hills
Info: The Forest Hills 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
will be conducting a special 
commemorative service for 
those who perished on 9/11 
during the attacks. Special 
tribute will be paid to Richard 
Allen Perlman, an FHVAC 
member of service who lost 
his life while trying to rescue 
others at the World Trade 
Center.
Contact: (718) 793-2055, info@
fhvac.org

10th Anniversary Candlelight 
Vigil
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11
Time: 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Place: Juniper Valley Park, 
Juniper Boulevard South 
between 77th and 78th streets, 
Middle Village
Info: The 9/11 Vigil Committee 
of Queens Inc. is holding an 
event with music, poems and 

refl ection for all the lives 
lost and for all the heroes of 
that day. Organizers ask that 
attendees bring a candle, 
fl ashlight, blanket and chair.
Contact: volunteer@911vigil.
org

New York Mets Remembrance 
Ceremony
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place: Citi Field, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Flushing
Info: John Franco will throw 
out the ceremonial fi rst pitch 
to Mike Piazza before the 
Mets host the Chicago Cubs. 
Mets players will pay tribute 
to New York City’s uniformed 
service men and women by 
wearing caps representing their 
organizations.
Contact: 718-565-4330, jhorw@
nymets.com

Make Believe — A Tribute to 
Jerome Kern
Date: Sunday, Sept. 11; rain date 
Monday, Sept. 12

Place: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long Island 
City
Info: As part of the citywide 
September Concert in 
remembrance of 9/11, the 
little Opera Theatre of NY 
will present a free concert of 
songs and scenes dedicated 
to the work of Jerome Kern. 
Selections will include 
highlights from the landmark 
musicals “Showboat” and 
“Sally” and beloved standards 
like “A Fine Romance” and “The 
Way You Look Tonight.”
Contact: (718) 956-1819

9/11 Remembered
Date: Monday, Sept. 12
Time:  p.m.
Place: Greater Astoria 
Historical Society, 35-20 
Broadway, 4th Floor, Astoria
Info: A photo exhibit by Steve 
Spak of his work during the 
recovery efforts at Ground 
Zero.
Contact: (718) 278-0700, info@
astorialic.org

Queens 9/11 Events
Continued from Page 39
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*Financing with approval through dealer primary lender. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for details. Offers expire 9/30/11.

TOLL-FREE: (866) 483-8441
208-12 NORTHERN BLVD, BAYSIDE, NY 11361

BAYSIDEVW.COM

2012 JETTA S 2012 CC SPORT 2011 ROUTAN S 2012 TIGUAN S 2012 EOS KOMFORT
$159*/Month. 
36-month lease or

0% APR* for 60 months.

$229*/Month. 
36-month lease or

0% APR* for 60 months. 
Excludes VR6 4Motion.

$259*/Month. 
36-month lease or

0% APR* for 72 months.

$299*/Month. 
36-month lease or

0% APR* for 60 months 
on 2012 model.

Meet the highest common denominator.
The all-new 2012 Passat. Now available for pre-order.

$1,999 due at signing. Plus title, tax,
options and dealer fees. Excludes TDI
models. Offer expires 9/30/11.

$2,999 due at signing. Manual. Plus
title, tax, options and dealer fees.
Offer expires 9/30/11.

$2,499 due at signing. Plus title, tax,
options and dealer fees. Offer
expires 9/30/11.

FWD. $2,495 due at signing. Plus
title, tax, options and dealer fees.
Offer expires 9/30/11.

$249*/Month. 
36-month lease or

0% APR* for 60 months.

Komfort models only. $2,999 due at
signing. Plus title, tax, options and
dealer fees. Offer expires 9/30/11.

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]

TM

CONTINUING
E D U C A T I O N

Join us for our 

Fall Open House 

on Saturday September 10, 
10am-12pm

222-05 56th Ave
Bayside, NY 11364

Medical Arts Atrium

Follow us on:

Visit www.qcc.cuny.edu/conted 
for more information or call 718.631.6343

Find out about all of our 
exciting course offerings, 

meet faculty & staff, and register!
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42 State Sen. Gianaris criticizes NY’s redistricting system
BY JOE ANUTA

The state agency responsible 
for redrawing legislative district 
boundaries was set to hold a fo-
rum this week to solicit input 
from the public.

The boundaries for districts 
of the state Legislature and Con-
gress will be redrawn in 2012 in 
response to the 2010 U.S. Census. 
The boundaries of the City Coun-
cil will be redrawn in 2013.

Since the populations in 
each district have either risen or 
fallen, the boundaries need to be 
adjusted so each legislator repre-
sents a similar number of people. 

But several lawmakers and 
civic organizations believe the 
new boundaries for political dis-
tricts need to be redrawn by an 
independent party instead of by 
the state Legislative Task Force 
on Demographic Research, a 
team comprised of a combination 
of politicians and non-politicians.

“We have become a laugh-
ing stock as it relates to our dis-
tricts,” state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) said at a March 
meeting of the Senate. “There are 

contests to name the shapes of 
our districts. That’s how bad it’s 
gotten.”

In Queens, some districts 
form mind-boggling boundaries 
that look like the random inky 
shapes of a Rorschach test.

Gianaris’ district appears 
to be a normal box-like shape, ex-
cept for a peninsula extending to 
the southeast, which resembles a 
long appendage designed to nab 
voters in Ridgewood. The district 
of state Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Whitestone) looks vaguely like a 
letter “x” that had been hacked at 
with an axe.

Two portions in the district 
of state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) are only connected at cer-
tain points during the day.

“It is not a contiguous dis-
trict unless it is low tide,” Gia-
naris said. “They are just look-
ing for a way to connect College 
Point to northeastern Queens.”

Gianaris and activist groups 
said in the past borders have been 
redrawn to split up groups of vot-
ers who would potentially vote 
against an incumbent and net 
more voters who would re-elect 
that incumbent.

“We are picking who is going 
to vote for us rather than letting 
the voter pick who will represent 
them,” he said.

The lines are decided the by 
the majority party in each house, 
Gianaris said. In the Senate, 
Republicans pick the lines and 
in the Assembly the Democrats 
choose the lines.

But Gianaris also said Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo put out a propos-
al for redistricting reform earlier 
this year and has said he will veto 
any new districts proposed by the 
commission.

The redistricting body was 
set to hold the public forum at 
Queens Borough Hall at 120-55 
Queens Blvd.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566. 

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

The owners of the New 
York Mets have ended ne-
gotiations with hedge fund 
manager David Einhorn 
over a deal that would have 
given Einhorn a minority 
interest in the team in re-
turn for a $200 million in-
vestment.

The team is seeking to 
sell off a chunk of the team 
as it is projected to lose $80 
million this year, has to re-
pay a $30 million loan from 
Major League Baseball 
from 2010 and is faced with 
a $1 billion lawsuit from the 
trustee of the Bernard Ma-
doff bankruptcy.

Mets co-owners Fred 
Wilpon and his brother-
in-law, Saul Katz, are be-
ing sued amid claims from 
Madoff bankruptcy trustee 
Irving Picard that Wilpon 
and Katz knew their profits 
from Madoff’s $50 billion 
Ponzi scheme were ill-got-

ten.
The co-owners claim 

they did not know Madoff 
was running a scam and 
say there were actually net 
losers from the scheme and 
not profiters, as Picard sug-
gests.

The Mets were negoti-
ating a deal with Einhorn 
that would have given him 
a 33 percent stake in the 
team in exchange for $200 
million.

The deal would not 
have given Einhorn any 
control over operations 
of the team had it gone 
through.

Wilpon and Katz said 
last Thursday that they 
ended negotiations with 
Einhorn and will use other 
avenues to find minority 
partners for the Flushing 
franchise.

The co-owners also 
said their financial situa-
tion has improved and they 
are not in a rush to make a 

deal.
“Ownership has pro-

vided additional capital to 
cover all 2011 losses and 
is moving forward with 
the necessary resources 
to continue to operate the 
franchise,” the team said 
in a statement. “Ownership 
will explore other strategic 
transactions and is under 
no financial pressure to 
do a deal on any particular 
schedule.”

“We are very confident 
in the team’s plans — both 
on and off the field,” Wil-
pon said. “We will engage 
with other individuals, 
some who have been pre-
viously vetted by Major 
League Baseball, along 
with other interested par-
ties, regarding a potential 
minority investment into 
the franchise. My partners 
and I thank David for his 
interest in considering this 
opportunity and wish him 
well in the future.”

William Harfmann, manager for the 
U.S. Census Bureau, shows off census 
forms in different languages during a 
meeting in Flushing in 2010.

Billionare strikes out in deal to buy part of Mets franchise

Mets co-owner Fred Wilpon (r.) let an exclusive negotiating period with hedge fund manager David 
Einhorn (l.) expire in a deal that would have given Einhorn a 33 percent interest in the Flushing fran-
chise in return for a $200 million investment. AP Photo/Kathy Kmonicek
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Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR
Volunteer Fair —  Volunteer 
opportunities at the CQY and 
in our Queens community. 
Looking for productivity in your 
retirement? Have a special skill 
or hobby that you would like 
to share? Perhaps interested 
in utilizing a few free hours 
while your child is at daycare or 
school? The Central Queens Y is 
hosting a Volunteer Fair for the 
whole community. Participating 
organizations include but are 
not limited to the following:  
Central Queens Y, Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters, Gallop NYC, 
Bobbi and the Strays, Mentoring 
USA, Visiting Nurse Service, 
Jewish Child Care Association, 
Forest Hills Volunteer 
Ambulance, JASA, and Connect 
to Care. Register. 
When: Aug. 25, 1 pm 

Where: Central Queens YM  
YWHA, 67-09 108th St., Forest 
Hills 
Contact:  olderadults@
centralqueensy.org (718) 268-
5011 x. 160  

Chartered Financial Analyst 
Exam —  NYSSA CFA® Queens 
College Level I Weekly Review: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
Sept. 13 through Nov. 17 from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. NYSSA Queens 
College Sunday Condensed 
Review: Sundays from Sept. 11 
through Nov. 13 from 10 am to 
4 pm
When: Sundays, Tuesdays and 
Thursday from Sept. 11 to Nov. 
17
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing 
Website: www.nyssa.org/cfa

JFK International Airport 
Chamber of Commerce 
—  Networking event and 
luncheon. Featuring John 
Byerly, former deputy 
assistant secretary of state for 
transportation affairs.
When: Sept. 14, 9 am
Cost: $60 members, $65 non-
members    
Where: Russo’s on the Baby, 
162-45 Crossbay Boulevard, 
Howard Beach 
Contact: Rudy Auslander 
jfkcoc@jfkny.com (718) 551-1593  
Website: www.jfk-airport.org

6th Annual Queens StartUP! 
Business Plan Competition 
—  The Competition will award 3 
businesses with $10,000, while 
providing technical assistance 

and training to learn about 
how-to start a small business 
and entrepreneurial resources.
When: Sept. 17, 11 am 
Where: Steinway Library, 21-45 
31 St., Astoria 
Contact: Franklin Mora fmora@
queensny.org   
Website: www.queensny.org/
business/programs

How to Build a Growing 
Profi table Business —  How 
to Build a Growing Profi table 
Business is for people who are 
currently running a business 
or who plan to open a business 
they are familiar with. It is for 
anyone who wants to learn how 
to build a business and what it 
takes to conduct each phase 
of that business. The course 
is conducted in 16 classroom 

sessions. Once a week, each 
session tackles a different 
phase of running a business. 
The workshop is free. The base 
price is $249 for the workbook 
and materials. WIBO offers a 
$50 discount to entrepreneurs 
with household incomes under 
$50,000 and $100 discount to 
those with household incomes 
under $30,000. 
When: Sept. 21, 6:30 pm
Where: Con Edison, The 
Learning Center, 43-82 Vernon 
Boulevard, Long Island City 
Contact: Jean Son json@wibo.
org (212) 684-0854  
Website: www.wibo.org/
workshop

EAP Fall 10-Week Business 
Training Course —  Develop 
a fully-vetted professional 

business plan completed by 
the end of the course. Learn 
fi rst-hand where and how to 
conduct research for your 
business by taking a fi eld-
trip to the Science, Industry, 
Business Library (SIBL) of New 
York. Learn from experts and 
specialist who include a lawyer, 
accountant, marketing expert, 
and technology consultant.
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
6:00 pm starting Sept. 27 and 
Dec. 15
Cost: $300
Where: Queens Borough Hall 
120-55 Queens Blvd Room G110 
Kew Gardens, NY 11424 
Contact: Franklin Mora fmora@
queensn.org (718) 263-0546  
Website: http://www.queensny.
org/business/programs/eap

BY REBECCA HENELY

Jacqueline Binder-Lo-
pez and her husband Edgar 
Lopez work as accountants 
at CUNY colleges, but their 
new business, Dolly’s Sweet 
Shop, showcases a talent 
once only known to Binder-
Lopez’s family.

“We’ve always baked,” 
Binder-Lopez said. “I’ve al-
ways been a good baker.”

Dolly’s Sweet Shop, 
named for Binder-Lopez’s 
mother Dolly Binder, is 
not an actual shop yet, but 
Lopez said the business al-
ready has fans and happy 
customers. From their 
home in Rockaway Park 
and at street festivals in 
Queens, Manhattan and 
Brooklyn, the pair have 
been selling homemade 
cupcakes, single-layer 
cakes, cheesecakes and 
more since late May.

“Hopefully, in a few 
years we can open our 
own bakery,” Binder-Lopez 
said.

Lopez said that while 
he and his wife work as 
accountants for CUNY 
schools — Binder-Lopez at 
Brooklyn College and Lo-
pez at York College — they 

were inspired by Lopez’s 
brother-in-law, who owns 
a hot dog wagon, to create 
a business of their own. 
Lopez’s brother-in-law sug-
gested they sell candy ap-

ples at festivals.
Binder said the fam-

ily has a passion for food. 
She said that in addition 
to Binder-Lopez, whose 
cheesecakes were a favorite 

at family get-togethers, and 
her son, one of her daugh-
ters sells milkshakes in 
Breezy Point.

For their first festival, 
the pair started with candy 
apples, but when Lopez 
tried another stand’s cup-
cakes, he suggested Binder-
Lopez make her own.

“I’m sure that you can 
do much better than this,” 
Lopez said he told his wife 
at the time.

Some flavors of cup-
cakes Dolly’s Sweet Shop 
offers include chocolate 
strawberry, chocolate with 
chocolate chips, coconut, 
red velvet, cappuccino blast 
and Sunkist meringue. 
While on the festival cir-
cuit, cupcakes cost $2 each. 
When ordering online or 
by phone, an average single 
layer cake costs $25 and 
a batch of cupcakes costs 
around $45. These prices 
are negotiable and Binder-
Lopez said she will work to 
the client’s needs.

“I’m versatile,” Bind-

er-Lopez said.
While there are no 

light or sugar-free options 
as of yet, Binder-Lopez said 
the Sunkist cupcakes are 
made with honey and she 
is working on additional 
diet options. She said the 
desserts are made from 
scratch, with no pre-made 
cakes or pre-made icing.

“I want to know what’s 
in our cakes,” Binder-Lopez 
said.

She said she is also pre-
paring to take a decorating 
class and working on cre-
ating cakes and cupcakes 
with fondant icing.

“I’m excited about the 
business,” Binder-Lopez 
said. “I look forward to 
pleasing people.”

Cupcakes can be or-
dered by calling 347-631-
5508 or going online to 
dollysweetshop.com.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Accountant Jacqueline Binder-Lopez is building a cake and cupcake business out of her home in 
Rockaway Park and has already sold items at festivals. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Rockaway accountants moonlight as bakers
CUNY employees open Dolly’s Sweet Shop, which sells wide variety of fl avored cupcakes made from scratch
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Celebrating Ganesha
Revelers marked the final day of the Sri Ganesha Chaturthi festival with a pro-
cession through the streets of Flushing. (Clockwise from top l.) Worshipers 
dance on Main Street; priests and an image of Lord Ganesha ride on a silver 
chariot; Venkata Ramani (l.) walks between two silver horses; Ramesh Maddi 
carries his daughter Rohita, 5; Mohammed Boota leads the event; and Shanti 
Khanej clasps her hands in prayer as the procession passes her. 

Photos by Christina Santucci



BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Artist Jean Holabird could see the 
North Tower of the World Trade Center 
through her loft window as she drank her 
morning coffee. On a clear September day, 
she watched with horror as a treasured 
part of New York City’s skyline crumbled 
before her very eyes. For the next several 
months, she felt compelled to paint what 
she had experienced, in the unbearably 
surreal aftermath of 9/11.

Holabird, 64, recalled, “When the sec-
ond plane hit, there was a universal con-
sciousness that this was not an accident. 
The first tower fell. I could see the second 
tower through my skylight, falling. 

“When I saw where the plane struck, I 
thought it damaged the 92nd floor — devot-
ed to artists. I didn’t think anyone would 
be there at that time, but there was one art-
ist.”

‘Witness — A Look Back to the 
Future’

A special exhibition hosted by LaGuar-
dia Community College in Long Island 
City, will present more than 100 passionate 
works created by 15 talented artists, includ-
ing Holabird, who lived or worked in the 
shadow of the Twin Towers, and witnessed 
those horrific events unfolding. Using a va-
riety of media, the artists reveal their own 
personal stories, capturing a dark time in 
our nation’s history. The exhibit will be on 
display from Sept. 10 through Nov. 23.

This event also honors the sponta-
neous shrines and walls collaged with 

posters, during the citywide 
search for the missing, as well 
as the gradual rebuilding of 
Ground Zero.

The students’ exhibit, “10 Years 
Later,” runs concurrently.

“The subject was the aftermath of a 
tragedy of international proportions that 
had some kind of effect personally or ethni-
cally, and possibly life-changing elements,” 
said the curator, Professor Bruce Brooks.

Forever seared in our minds
On the day America lost its innocence, 

a small community of artists mourned 
with fellow New Yorkers who had lost loved 

ones.
Michael 

Richards, 38, was working on his sculp-
tures, the Tuskegee Airmen Collection, in 
his studio on the 92nd floor of the North 
Tower when the first plane hit. Of the 3,000 
who perished that day, he was the only 
artist. Two works from that collection: 
“Are You Down?” and his most famous, 
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“The Sun Will Rise” by Anna Sanchez, on 
display at LaGuardia Community College 
beginning Sept. 10 through Nov. 23. 

Photo courtesy Anna Sanchez
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I’m at my computer trying to 
figure out what happened to my 
email. It may be a mystery — did 
anyone say climate change? — as 
to why we’re getting hit with hur-
ricanes, earthquakes, tornadoes 
and hail the size of baseballs, but 
email should be simple. So after 
I call my hosting service and my 
domain registrar, and Mike the 
tech guy comes over, I’m back in 
action with a new theater email 
address, which I now send out to 
most of my Outrageous Fortune 

Company contacts.
A number of OFC alumni re-

spond, especially when I remind 
them that the company is still 

homeless after more than a year’s 
departure from Queens Theatre 

in the Park, where I produced 
50 contemporary plays of signifi-
cance over 17 years. All I’m look-
ing for is a building with parking, 
preferably in northeast Queens, 
to house a 99-seat theater, with 
rehearsal, storage and office 
space. Maybe it’s all a fantasy, but 
the search continues. Find me a 
place and we’ll talk about naming 
rights.

Among the first to break in 
my new email address is the leg-
endary Frank DiSpigno, who 
recently completed his 126th 
main stage show! These included 
three with OFC — “Nuts,” “Other 
People’s Money” and “Picasso 
at the Lapin Agile” — as well as 
two directing assignments. Now 
that he’s been retired from his 
longtime employment at Safe 

Horizon, he’ll be able to do even 
more. And he’s still a kid, at least 
according to the women he dates.

Vicki Klein stops by, on the 
verge of a permanent move to 
Florida. For OFC, Vicki holds the 
record of five appearances, most 
notably in “Lost in Yonkers” and 
“The Tale of the Allergist’s Wife.” 
Hopefully, she’ll be able to help the 
residents of the Sunshine State 
with their voting skills. (Yes, I’m 
still not over the 2000 presidential 
election.)

On the social front, Pat 

Clune (“Spalding Gray: Stories 
Left to Tell”) got married in Oc-
tober after a long “engagement.” 
She keeps busy studying and au-
ditioning, and performing with 
her musical group “Shows From 
The Heart.” Rodney Hakim 
superbly directed two challeng-
ing plays for OFC, “Frozen” and 
“Shining City.” He’s been away 
from the theater for three years 
— marriage will do that — and 
he and his wife are now expecting 
their first child.

Ardelle Donohue always 

stays in touch — she did the pro-
gram graphics for many OFC 
productions – after relocating to 
Athens, Ohio, a few years ago. 
She’s turned into a prop master 
for a number of shows in that col-
lege town and enjoys being with 
“a wonderful group of very tal-
ented, interesting, and vivacious 
people.” Among the educators are 
Kelly Ronayne (“Come Back to 
the 5 & Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jim-
my Dean”), an associate dean at 
St. John’s University, Damon 

Noland (“The Cripple of Inish-
maan”) who’s back in Brooklyn 
teaching high school biology, 
and Carol Carota (four starring 
roles including “Sylvia” and “Be-
trayal”), one of the best actors 
around, earning a living teaching 
on Long Island.

A number of audience mem-
bers tell me that they miss The 
Outrageous Fortune Company 
and are awaiting its return, while 
many of the actors remain active 

in their craft and would like an-
other chance to perform with the 
company.

Kevin Hauver writes: “Fun-
ny, theater is such a strange and 
temporary thing, and tends to ex-
ist in memories so much longer 
than on the stage. My memories 
of ‘Roulette’ and working at your 
theater are so very positive for 
me.” From Indiana and the MFA 
acting program at Purdue, John 

Cabrera sends this fan letter: 
“(‘Our Lady of 121st Street’) was 
one of the most rewarding experi-
ences of my life. I’m forever in a 
debt of gratitude for that oppor-
tunity and for producers such as 
yourself with the vision and drive 
to offer such quality work out of 
passion rather than for profit.”

And that, friends, is what it’s 
all about.

Contact Ron Hellman at 
RBH24@Columbia.edu.

Answers in Sports

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Wanted: Good home for an Outrageous Fortune



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 8-14, 2011 

WE

47

prophetic work, “Tar Baby vs. St Sebas-
tian (1999),” are life-size bronze versions 
of Richards, pierced by airplanes, flames 
and meteors everywhere. For the last 10 
years he’d been obsessed with the imagery 
of flight. His outstanding works are repro-
duced in this exhibition.

Bruce Brooks, of Brooklyn, was work-
ing on “Tree of Blood” on 9/11. “My tree 
colors turned to blood — churning, turbu-
lence combined with my shock. I was opti-
mistic before, pessimistic after. My work 
has gotten darker but my commitment to 
it has deepened. Art celebrates the human 
spirit and what is intelligent and positive 
in humankind.”

Anna Sanchez, of Sunnyside, Queens 
said she loves the Fine Arts program at 
LaGuardia. She was half a block from the 
South Tower when it fell. “I was going to 
work and ran for my life.” Her piece, “The 
Sun Will Rise,” is based on a Japanese 
poem called “The Bomb,” which, like the 
occurrences of 9/11, is about a tragedy, and 
destruction.

Turkish-born, Serhat Tanyolacar’s 
“Mutual Dialogue” transformed two tra-
ditional Islamic garments called jubbah, 
into one single freestanding sculpture. 
“Whether Muslim or Christian, Jewish or 
atheist, regardless of their cultural, ethnic 
or religious background, people living in 
America are the bound pieces of a collec-
tive consciousness that shapes the Ameri-
can Dream.”

LaGuardia Community College Pro-
fessor Kristin Jefferson, the exhibition’s 
curator, said the reaction to 9/11 among 
her students was in stark contrast to the 
artists’ response.

“While the Ground Zero artists’ expe-
riences were deeply personal, I discovered 
that 9/11 for the students and those who 
weren’t in the city on that day was a totally 
abstract and impersonal event,” she said. 
“I thought the contrast said a lot about the 
effects of distance and time.”

In the 102-minute interval between 
8:46 a.m., when the first plane struck the 

World Trade Center, and 10:28 a.m., when 
the North Tower fell, Lower Manhattan ex-
isted in a suspended state of uncertainty. 
“We were caught in limbo between two 
worlds: the world that was, and the world 
that would be; between not knowing and 
knowing, presence and absence, innocence 
and experience,” recalled artist William 
Kelly. His video, “The Interval,” was shot 
during those 102 minutes.

Jefferson said, “The exhibition will 
have works which are emblematic of the 
neighborhood and human community be-
fore, during and after the 9/11 tragedy, re-
vealing the up-close and personal ravages 

that brought an end to a way of life for the 
country, and for a Lower Manhattan com-
munity of artists. However, it’s also a trib-
ute to our nation’s character and resilience. 
The haunting images in the exhibition are 
both personal and part of our communal 
memories.”

And, she said she’s “very proud of the 
exhibit. It’s a quiet show: personal, power-
ful and different from the other New York 
exhibitions commemorating 9/11.”

LaGuardia Community College, 31-10 
Thomson Avenue, Long Island City. For 
more information please call (718) 482-
5055.

Continued from Page 45

9/11 Exhibit

A watercolor titled “Murray & West Broadway” 
by J. Holabird, showing wreckage from the World 
Trade Center following the Sept. 11, 2001 terror-
ist attacks. Photo courtesy J. Holabird

Michael Richards’s work “Are You 
Down?” created before Richards 
was killed Sept. 11, 2001 in his stu-
dio on the 92nd floor of the World 
Trade Center’s North Tower. 

Photo courtesy Franconia Sculpture Park (Shafer, M
inn.)

Mekong East 43-13 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361

718-357-6860Vietnamese Restaurant

guide toD N NG

Castel’ Mare RistoranteCastel’ Mare Ristorante
F i n e  N o r t h e r n  &  S o u t h e r n  I t a l i a n  C u i s i n e

Hours: Tues. thru Thurs. 4pm-10pm, Fri & Sat. 4pm-11pm, Sun. 1pm-10pm

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Mediterranean 
GrillM 160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

718.281.4210 or 4211

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

718-225-4700
www.auntbellasrestaurant.com

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

The Original Cascarino’s
14-60 College Point Blvd. College Point, NY

718-445-9755
www.OriginalCascarinos.com

718-229-8686

Ducale Ristorante Italiano
12-53 150th St. Whitestone, NY • 718-767-4699

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

96-40 Queens Blvd, Rego Park
1-800-BENS BEST  718-897-1700

www.bensbest.com

FRESH & Exotic Fare
featuring sushi and so 

much more

254-04 Northern Blvd. 
Little Neck

718-225-3311

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com
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Side Show —  Nominated for four Tony awards, 
Side Show was inspired by the lives of Daisy and 
Violet Hilton, conjoined twins born in Brighton, 
England, in 1908. While still children, they moved 
to America and became known as “San Antonio’s 
Siamese Twins.” then transitioned into being the 
star attractions on the vaudeville circuit. 
Through Sept. 10.
Cost: $18 
When: Sept. 8, 8 p.m. 
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City 
Website: http://www.secrettheatre.com/home.
html

Shakespeare in Kew Gardens Cinemas Park 
—  A troupe of ten actors will transform versatile 
Kew Gardens Cinemas Park into a Shakespearean 
theater. Expect a scene from “The Comedy of 
Errors” two pieces from “Henry V, sonnets as 
well as sword play and offi cial period music by 
Garald Farnham of “The Good Pennyworths”. In 
case of rain, the show will go on at the Bliss Café, 
82-60 Austin Street (by the Kew Gardens LIRR, 
westbound side). 
When: Sept. 11, 3 pm 
Where: Kew Gardens Cinemas Park, Austin Street 
off Lefferts Boulevard,  Kew Gardens 
Contact: Carol Lacks carollacks@aol.com (917) 
881-3358 

Ghosts —  Be prepared to put your modern 

ideals to the test and your moral choices into 
perspective.  This provocative and ambitious 
Queens Players production is set in a minimalist 
stage full of blacks and grays and shadows 
that highlight the struggle each character goes 
through when questioning their life choices set 

against the beautiful and vibrant lighting 
of the natural world. Ghosts, produced 
by Richard Mazda and directed by Odalis 
Hernandez.

When: Sept. 14-18, 21-24 at 8 pm and 24 at 3 pm 
Cost: $18
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City 
Website: http://www.secrettheatre.com/home.
html

Chix 6 —  The pre-Broadway tryout of an exciting 
original musical by indie rock sensation and 
Queens native Lourds Lane that tells the story 
of a comic book artist whose superheroine 
characters leap off the page to teach her how 
to love herself. Featuring a dynamic cast and 
a dazzling original score, the touching story, 
multimedia wizardry and electrifying music will 
captivate the eye, ear and heart in this world 
premiere event.
When: Sept. 27 through Oct. 30
Cost: $42-$49 
Where: Queens Theatre in the Park, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park 
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

STAGE 

          “ The Ultimate Place For Chinese Seafood & Sushi”

Seniors 65
and over 20% OFF

Lunch & Dinner 
(Mon-Sun) with valid ID 

excluding holidays

Complimentary
Unlimited
Beverages

$3 OFF
PER PERSON 

FOR LUNCH OR DINNER 
(MON.–SUN.)

Up to 20 people. Excluding Holidays.
One Coupon per party. Cannot be 
combined. Offer expires 10/31/11

TLHB

$3 OFF
PER PERSON 

FOR LUNCH OR DINNER 
(MON.–SUN.)

Up to 20 people. Excluding Holidays.
One Coupon per party. Cannot be 
combined. Offer expires 10/31/11

TLHB

 

 
of Fresh Sushi, 

Sashimi & Delectable 
Innovative Maki Rolls

Scrumptous Desserts

All Major 
Credit Cards 

Accepted
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By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

God makes stars. I
just produce them.

• • • Samuel Goldwyn

Across
1. Coffee, slangily
5. Tibetan monk
 9. Shouts on the links

14. Double curve
15. Aardvark’s fare
16. Candidate’s concern
17. Seinfeld writer merged

    with British actor
20. Like the little finger
21. They practice girth control
22. Look of contempt
23. So-so grades
24. Union member
27. Hogan’s Heroes setting
32. Bic filler
35. Some corp. jets for short
37. Lima’s land
38. Author merged with Actor
42. Garfield dog
43. The Brady Bunch mom
44. Beast of burden
45. Bow ties and others
48. Colony member
50. “Darn!”
52. Woodworking tools
56. Sty
60. Grumpy Old Men co-star
62. Pop crooner merged
    with comedian

64. Skylit courts
65. Fit to be tried
66. D.O.E. part: Abbr.
67. Pillow toppers, in hotels
68. Former spouses
69. Sofer of soaps

Down
1. Blows
2. Another time
 3. Phileas Fogg’s creator
 4. Mountaintop homes
5. Pubmates
 6. Med. sch. course
7. Annual awards giver
 8. Line to the audience

  9. N.Y.P.D. description
10. Fail to mention
11. Great review
12. Elbe tributary
13. D.C. group
18. Suess’s turtle
19. Goes kaput
23. Kix and Trix
25. ___ Lingus
26. Soft mineral
28. Abbr. in car ads
29. Duty
30. Soprano’s song, maybe
31. Slime
32. Breakfast chain,
       informally
33. Nil
34. ___ Kringle
36. Bone-dry
39. Favorite
40. Swab
41. Advisories
46. Perfumes
47. ___ Lee Corporation
49. Newsman Dan

51. To the point
53. Excelled
54. Figure above a 9 or 0,
       for short
55. Kama ___
56. Dutch export
57. Himalayan legend
58. Bring in
59. Fit of pique
60. Go for the gold

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
RINGSIDE  SEATS

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
  By Ed Canty (Ed@gfrpuzzles.com

TimesLedger Newspapers
Sept. 8-14, 2011

Celebrity  Mergers

CONCERTS

Warm Up 2011 —  MoMA PS1’s 
highly anticipated annual 
outdoor music series, which 
kicked off July 2, continues 
every Saturday through Sept. 
3 with the best in experimental 
live music, sound, performance, 
and DJs! Join us this summer 
for featured artists Omar-S, DJ 
Pierre, Sun Araw, Black Dice, 
Four Tet, Tanlines, Grimes, Syd 
Tha Kyd/OFWGKTA, His name 

is alive, Nguzunguzu, and 
many more. For the full lineup 
and ticket information, visit 
MoMAPS1.org/warmup.
When: Through Sept. 10, 
Saturdays 2-9 pm
Cost: $15    
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Contact:  mail@ps1.org (718) 
784-2084  
Website: ps1.org/warmup

York College Summer/Fall 
Jazz Concert Program
When: Through Oct. 15, 

assorted days of the week
Where: York College, 94-20 Guy 
R. Brewer Blvd., #1A12, Jamaica 
Contact: Tom Zlabinger 
tzlabinger@york.cuny.edu   
Website: www.york.cuny.edu

Lucia di Lammermoor —  
Presentation of Donizetti’s 
“Lucia di Lammermoor”  by the 
New York Opera
Forum.
Cost: $12 suggested 
When: Sept. 18, 3 p.m. 
Where: St. Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills 
Contact:  ltg@operanews.com 
(212) 769-7082 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Every Table has a Marina side View of Manhasset Bay

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make first  left onto Manhasset Ave. 
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make first let onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Join us for our 2011 Season

Waterside Restaurant
At the Manhasset Bay Marina

Waterside Restaurant

Serving a mix of modern American cuisine with global influences.
“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…with its open-air decks, umbrellas, ships wheel and lanterns, and spiffy servers 

in nautical uniforms…serving generous portions of dishes created with high quality ingredients.”     — New York Times

Live 
Music 
Friday 
Nights

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 
www.lamottas.net

OUTDOOR TIKI BAR OVERLOOKING A BEAUTIFUL BOAT MARINA

Lively Shabbat Service 
Discussion, Coffee & Dessert

Jewish & Single? Join US!

Friday, September 16 - 8:00 p.m.

Little Neck Jewish Center
49-10 Little Neck Pkwy Little Neck, NY 11362

Little Neck 
Jewish Center’s

Simcha 
Singles

Littl N
Welcome To
Welcome To

Contact us for more info. simchasingles@gmail.com
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50 Free Synagogue of Flushing
There’s Something for Everyone

�

Free Synagogue of Flushing is a welcoming Reform Congregation
located in downtown Flushing.

We invite you and your family to join with us,
in celebrating the High Holy Days.

41-60 Kissena Boulevard Flushing, New York 11355 

ROSH HASHANAH IS SEPTEMBER 29th 
COME JOIN US!

Become a member before the Holidays.  
Tickets are included in your membership fee. 

The cost of High Holiday tickets purchased separately 
may be applied toward membership. 

Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sept. 28 ~ Rosh Hashanah, Sept. 29
Kol Nidre, Oct.  7 ~ Yom Kippur, Oct. 8

Children’s Services are held at 1:00 P.M.

For more information please call 718-961-0030

Email: Freesynagogue@verizon.net 
www.freesynagogue.org

On-Site Parking 
Chair Lift Accessible

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Stay informed & stay in style, read the TimesLedger Newspapers.

N E W S P A P E R S 
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But Hsu said Teitel 
later called back and said 
Stuyvesant’s first floor, 
including its auditorium, 
had already been reserved 
for an event that day by the 
Battery Park City Authori-
ty — which did not respond 
to a phone call and e-mail 
requesting comment — and 

that he would be unable 
to accommodate the for-
mer students’ request. Hsu 
said he then inquired as to 
whether his group could 
use another space in the 
school, and the principal 
then said he was concerned 
about damage.

“He said what about 
vandalism, what about 
people damaging property? 
I understand heightened 
security concerns, but that 
shouldn’t be a problem,” 

Hsu said. “He said he’ll con-
sider it but, basically, no.”

The city Department 
of Education sided with 
Teitel.

“The school had al-
ready approved a permit 
for use by the Battery Park 
City Parks Conservancy of 
the Battery Park City Au-
thority, and activities are 
planned for the entire day,” 
the department said in a 
statement.

has pushed Willets Point as 
its top pick — but she said 
she believes Queens has 
unique strengths that make 
it a good candidate for such 
a school, such as its diverse 
population, abundant devel-
opable land and transporta-
tion infrastructure.

Jukay Hsu, the 26-year-
old Flushing founder of the 
nonprofit coalition, said he 
worked with Marshall’s of-
fice for several months on 
the issue.

“I’m glad that the bor-
ough president is support-

ive of what we’re doing,” 
he said. “She’s a strong 
advocate for Queens and I 
hope this will help Queens 
become the destination for 
the future.”

In December, 
Bloomberg unveiled a bid 
to attract a university, in-
stitution or consortium to 
develop and run a tech cam-
pus in the city. In July, his 
administration issued a re-
quest for proposals for the 
initiative, and despite pres-
sure from borough leaders 
and advocates, none of the 
preferred sites listed was in 
Queens.

In exchange for build-
ing such a school, the city 
will provide support, in-

frastructure investment 
of up to $100 million and 
access to city-owned land. 
Bloomberg identified in 
the RFP three locations 
as prime for such develop-
ment, namely the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, Roosevelt Is-
land and Governors Island.

The city Economic 
Development Corp. proj-
ects that the construction 
of such a campus would 
generate about $6 billion of 
overall economic activity 
for the city over 35 years 
and create 22,000 perma-
nent jobs.

Two dozen schools, in-
cluding Stanford and Cor-
nell universities, are con-
sidering the initiative.

year. Devout Hindus pray 
to Ganesh at the beginning 
of each day as his power to 
bring good luck and fortune 
is considered to be vast.

Sharmila Sivashanker 
brought her 22-month-old 
son Keithav and a plate of 
laddu confections made 
from chickpeas, sugar and 
various seasonings cooked 
in ghee from Long Island 
to offer to Ganesh in his 
chariot.

“He gave me my baby 

after 10 years, so I brought 
him sweet laddu. We offer 
these foods to Ganesh so 
he will fulfill the things we 
ask him to make happen. 
He loves food and he does 
good things for us so we 
offer food,” she said. “It’s a 
big occasion for everybody 
because it’s the only South 
Indian temple in New 
York.”

At the end of the fes-
tival, the Ganesh statue is 
dipped in water in a cere-
mony that is meant to sym-
bolically dissolve away the 
sins and problems of those 
who show their devotion 
and thanks to the god.

Despite the religious 
aspect of the festival, a spat-
tering of its attendees were 
not Hindu and instead came 
to experience the religion. 
Others still, like Ria Bhow-
mick of East Elmhurst, are 
less-devout Hindus who 
appreciate the religious as-
pects of the event but come 
mainly for the revelry and 
camaraderie.

“Hinduism is also 
about culture, and it’s a 
norm for everybody to come 
out every year,” Bhowmick 
said. “It’s a huge celebra-
tion, but it’s also really just 
chilling with God. And 
dancing. It’s euphoric.”

on customers. Not only 
would installing the under-
ground wires cost $6 mil-
lion a mile that would be 
reflected in electrical rates, 
but customers would also 
have to pay electricians 
to convert their homes or 
businesses to be ready for 
the underground system.

“The issue is still 
cost,” he said.

Andrews respond-
ed that given the recent 
weather disasters, burying 

wires might be more cost-
effective in the long run.

Crowley, along with 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) and 
former U.S. Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, wrote a letter after 
the tornadoes last year ask-
ing Con Edison to bury the 
lines. Her office said she 
is proposing legislation to 
require Con Ed to do so in 
Middle Village.

While downed trees 
was the biggest problem, 
flooding was also an issue 
in parts of the city after 
Irene. In addition, the city 
Parks Department said the 
storm surge covered the 

Rockaway beaches, shift-
ing sand into the neighbor-
hoods. Sections of the Rock-
aways have also suffered 
erosion and boardwalk 
damage, the department 
said.

Con Edison said about 
187,800 customers in the 
city and Westchester Coun-
ty lost power during the 
storm, and virtually all 
customers had their power 
restored by Tuesday.

The loss of power 
caused other problems. 
The New York Blood Center 
said it was short 2,000 pints 
of blood and asked people to 
donate.

Continued from Page 4

Marshall

Borough President Helen Marshall wrote a letter to Mayor Michael Bloomberg urging him to include a 
Queens location — many have suggested Willets Point — for consideration as the site of an applied sci-
ences university he is hoping to attract to the city.

Continued from Page 4

Festival
Continued from Page 5

Irene

Continued from Page 4

Stuyvesant

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]

TM

Get your Queens  
news on Facebook:  
facebook.com/timesledger

Two Queens lawmakers pledged Tues-
day to bring more banks into Richmond 
Hill to counter the lack of financial institu-
tions in the area.

City Council members Karen Koslow-
itz (D-Forest Hills) and Ruben Wills (D-Ja-
maica) held a news conference on Atlantic 
Avenue to announce plans to form a Bank-
ing Development District in the area.

“The need for a Banking Development 
District in Richmond Hill is great,” Ko-
slowitz said in a statement. 

The district would be created through 

a state program, which offers incentives 
for banking institutions to open branches 
in areas that are not adequately served, Ko-
slowitz said.

The banks would be able to give out 
loans and create savings accounts for resi-
dents who might not otherwise have access 
to such services.

“My district should have fair and 
equal access to banking and other finan-
cial services like the rest of the city,” Wills 
said in a statement.

Koslowitz, Wills announce Rich Hill 
Banking Development District

The group meets every Wednesday 
at 10:30 a.m. in the Prince Room at 183-02 
Union Tnpk. in Flushing.

It is open to the community and the 

program includes discussion groups, card 
games, bingo and more.

For information, call 718-229-7511.

Hillcrest Jewish Center Leisure Group
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BY MARC RAIMONDI

Ask Tom Pugh about 
his Holy Cross football 
team this season and the 
first thing he’ll tell you is 
that the Knights will be 
very young. The next thing 
he says, though, is what will 
probably define Cross for at 
least the next two years.

“We’re very fast,” 
Pugh said. “We have a lot of 
speed. That’s the key. Speed 
can save you from a lot of 
things.”

One of those things the 
38th-year coach is hoping it 
saves his team from is a lack 
of experience, especially on 
defense. Holy Cross also 
graduated wide receiver 
Devon Cajuste, one of the 
city’s best players who now 
suits up for Stanford.

But the Knights won’t 
be hurting for firepower. 
Quarterback Yianni Gava-
las, who split time with 
Kevin Durkan last year, 
is “polished, bigger and 
tougher,” according to 
Pugh. He’ll also have some 
strong skill players to work 
with, beginning with se-
nior running back Shyheim 
Wingate.

Sophomore Jordan 
Francklin, the brother of 
former Cross star and cur-
rent Stony Brook lineback-
er Reggie Francklin, will 
also get carries and Law-
rence Laventure and An-
thony DePasquale are two 
more-than-capable receiv-
ers for the strong-armed 
Gavalas. The Knights per-
formed well in 7-on-7 tour-
nament over the summer, 
even taking home a title in 
Pennsylvania.

“I have a lot of weapons 
this year,” the left-handed 

signal caller said. “It’s not 
all about one guy all the 
time. We have options all 
over the field, no matter 
what position.”

For everything to go 
right on what could be a 
well-oiled offense, Holy 
Cross is going to need big 
seasons from returning 

tackles Jordan Pagan (6-
3, 275) and Frank Marin 
(6-3, 280). The rest of the 
line around them will be 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The last two football 
seasons in the CHSFL 
‘AAA’ haven’t been kind to 
St. Francis Prep. The Terri-
ers struggled, winning just 
two league games and just 
three overall. They were 
moved down to the ‘AA’ this 
season. It’s left this year’s 
group motivated to get SFP 
back on the path to league’s 
top division.

“We are trying to re-
build, I guess,” senior de-
fensive tackle Anthony Ta-
gliavia said. “We have had 
not really good seasons the 
past couple of years. In the 
‘AA,’ we will see what we 
can do and then build back 
up to ‘AAA.’”

Legendary Coach 
Vince O’Connor, who is 
entering his 58th season, 
called this group inexperi-
enced, but full of potential. 
The Terriers lacked size a 
year ago, especially at the 
offensive skill positions, 
but that certainly will not 
be the case this season.

That starts with se-
nior Tom Cani, who stands 
6-foot-1, as he takes over 
for Brendan Stackpole at 
quarterback. He is a strong-
armed, accurate pocket 
passer, who isn’t adept at 
making plays with his feet. 
Center Matt Tasani will 
anchor an inexperienced 
offensive line.

“I’m not really the 
running type,” Cani said. 
“I like to sit in the pocket 
and find my receivers.”

He will have a bevy 
of options to chose from, 
including 6-foot-5 junior 
wideout Jason Jovic, 6-foot 
senior Robert Myers and ju-
nior Joey Troina. Casey Be-

audoin and Kedar Wisdom 
return in the backfield. Se-
nior Maurice Parker, also a 
6-footer, takes over at tight 
end.

“It’s just one of those 
things in a given year,” 
O’Connor said. “Most times 
you don’t have boys over 6 
foot. To have two boys who 
can catch the ball and have 
pretty good height to them 
gives you potential.”

Potential is exactly 
what Ramel Joseph is 
brimming with. The 5-foot-
9, 150-pound junior wide 
receiver/running back has 
the chance to be one of the 
Terriers’ breakout play-
ers. He has elusiveness and 
breakaway speed. Joseph, 
whose brother and former 
Poly Prep star Robert is a 
full back at Rutgers, could 
also see time in the second-
ary and on returns.

“I think he has the 
most potential on our 
team,” Myers said.

St. Francis Prep will 
have a defense featuring 
some new faces. Devon 
Smith joins Tagliavia at the 
other tackle spot. Mike Sci-
ara returns at linebacker 
and senior Nicky Frangella 
is the squad’s top return-

Holy Cross values speed
Knights will capitalize on quickness, size under coach Pugh

Green Terriers eye 
lofty goals this year

Holy Cross quarterback Yianni Gavalas will have myriad weapons to work with this season despite the 
graduation of Devon Cajuste. Photo by Philip Hall

Continued on Page 55 Continued on Page 55

In the ‘AA,’ we 
will see what 

we can do and 
then build back 

up to ‘AAA.’
Anthony Tagliavia
Senior Defensive Tackle
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53Campus Magnet still upbeat after big name losses
BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Campus Magnet graduated 
star running back Wavell Wint, 
sack specialist Donavon Abreu, 
playmaking safety Jhaleel Os-
wald, dominant left tackle Mar-
cus Smith and home run-hitting 
quarterback Scott Gadsden. All 
the big names are gone.

So then why is Eric Barnett 
in such a good mood?

“When you have stars, 
some people get caught looking 
at the game instead of playing 
the game,” said the seventh-year 
coach who has developed the 
Cambria Heights program into 
one of the city’s elite. “But when 
you don’t have that star mentality 
and you have guys that play hard 
regardless, it creates a team. We 
have that lunch pail mentality.”

The closest thing the Bull-
dogs have to football stars are new 
left tackle James Driver, a 6-foot-7, 
295-pound senior with an A aver-
age, and tackling machine Kar-
eem Turnage, who is entering his 
third year as the Queens school’s 
starting middle linebacker.

“To me, it’s not bad,” Driver 

said. “Our guys are gonna go out 
there and show who they are this 
year and make a name for them-
selves.”

For every key loss, Barnett 
has an answer. In place of Gad-
sen is junior signal-caller Kahlik 
Greenwood, who has played the 

position since the age of 6. Gad-
sden missed Campus Magnet’s 
opening-round playoff victory 
last November and Greenwood 
threw for two touchdowns in a 46-
12 rout of Lehman.

“He’s like Chad Pennington 
for me,” Barnett said. “He’s very 
cerebral, he knows where to go 
with the ball. He doesn’t have the 
arm Scott had, he has better accu-
racy and better moxie.”

There isn’t one answer to 
Wint’s replacement, but a group 
of possible successors. Raeshawn 
Lewis, Richard Guinyard, Asai-
kie Blake and William Callender 
will all see time in the backfield. 
Lewis stands just 5 feet tall, but 
is hard to locate and has a knack 
for finding open seams; Blake is 
powerful and surprisingly quick; 
Callender — 742 yards rushing 
and five TDs for the JV — is the 
fastest of the four and Guinyard 
can do a little bit of everything.

The one position newcomers 
aren’t needed at is wide receiv-
er. Senior Devonte Daniels and 
Antoine Allen both return. The 
6-foot-1 Allen had a breakout post-
season with a pair of touchdown 

receptions.
“He runs by people and he 

can beat you for a jump ball,” Bar-
nett said. “His ceiling is so high.”

Barnett is particularly ex-
cited about his sure-handed tight 
end Jared Ward, who he would 
have at receiver if he wasn’t such 
an accomplished blocker.

Despite losing Oswald, the 
safety and team’s emotional lead-
er, Barnett expects his secondary 
to be one of the city’s best. He re-
turns starting senior cornerbacks 
Chris Burgess and Khadeem 
Clarke, while Guinyard replaces 
Oswald at strong safety. Hakeem 
Harriott, a 6-foot-5, 320-pound 
two-way lineman, won’t rack up 
the sacks like Abreu, but he will 
be a disruptive force and Turnage 
has racked up 162 in tackles the 
last two years.

“We’re not losing anything,” 
Barnett said.

Barnett, indeed, has high 
hopes this group can surpass 
what last year’s team did, reach-
ing the semifinals for the first 
time in program history.

“Without a doubt, we’re a 

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Joe Corrado doesn’t 
talk big. If anything, the 
Bayside coach underplays 
his team at this time of 
year. So when he says 
this “could” be the year it 
overtakes perennial PSAL 
Queens A East powerhouse 
Francis Lewis atop one of 
the best divisions in the 
city, his word carries mer-
it.

His players, of course, 
aren’t saying “could.”

“This is our year,” se-
nior keeper Constantine 
Pougiouklidis boldly pre-
dicted.

Such confidence is un-
derstandable. Bayside re-
turns its entire starting XI, 
a starting XI that finished 
second in Queens A East 
with an 8-3-1 mark, nearly 
snapped Lewis’ 46-game 
division unbeaten streak 
(39-0-7) twice and reached 
the PSAL Class A quar-
terfinals, the furthest the 

program has gone in the ‘A’ 
division since moving up a 
decade ago.

“If everyone stays 
healthy, we have all the 
things in place,” Corrado 
said.

Not only are the Com-
modores identical to last 
year’s group, but they are 
older and more mature. 
Junior center back Danny 
Babar, star attacking mid-
fielder Santiago Moore and 
senior winger Marcello 
Russo seem to have added 
muscle and size to their 
frames. Sophomore center 
back Mario Reyes is more 
comfortable in his role and 
center midfielder Andres 
Huerfano is coming off a 
solid club season.

More to the point, Cor-
rado has been grooming 
this group for a few years 
now, Pougiouklidis in his 
third season in net, Babar 
preparing for his third 
year in the back and Huer-
fano his third year in the 

midfield.
“Now we know how 

each other plays,” said 
Babar, who had five goals 
a year ago. “We know what 
person is gonna make the 
run, how fast they are, how 
they control the ball.”

Pougiouklidis said: 
“We’re all adapting and get-
ting better together.”

In Babar and Moore, 

Corrado has two all-city 
talents — Moore made the 
New York Post’s first team 
— and Corrado thinks 
Huerfano (six goals, seven 
assists last year), Pou-
giouklidis and Russo are 
on the next level. The cre-
ative and skilled Moore, in 
his first year on the varsity 
as a sophomore last fall, 
had 16 goals and 17 assists. 

He led the Commodores 
to a second round upset of 
Bronx A champion Bronx 
Science, scoring twice and 
adding an assist

“I consider Santi one 
of the best players in the 
entire city,” said Corrado, 
who is entering his 11th 
season.

Moore said: “I need to 
keep working hard and do 
my best for the team.”

Bayside wasn’t too far 
off last year, leading Lewis 
in both regular-season 
match-ups before letting 
down late. Corrado credited 
the Patriots’ experience of 
being able to pull the games 
out, but part of that was his 
own players’ youth. In the 
second showdown, won by 
Lewis 3-1, Bayside came un-
done after a questionable 
penalty shot was awarded.

Corrado undersold the 
rivalry with coach-speak — 
he would rather a long post-
season than a division title 
— but his players known 

the importance of beating 
Lewis, as much for their 
psyche as the standings’ 
significance. They have yet 
to do it, after all, and Lewis 
loses a chunk of starters, 
namely standout keeper 
Chris Herrera and striker 
Nathaniel Richardson.

“We’re ready to beat 
them — that’s a definite,” 
Pougiouklidis said. “We 
can definitely beat them.”

Winning the division, 
though, isn’t the Com-
modores’ only goal. With 
Pougiouklidis and Russo 
graduating, this is the last 
chance at fall glory for this 
group.

“I want to win the 
whole thing,” Babar said. 
“We have all the right in-
gredients to win the city 
title. All we need is heart 
and desire.”

He paused for a sec-
ond.

“It’s there.”

Campus Magnet Coach Eric Barnett has high hopes for his seventh season. 
Photo by Brit Worgan

Deep, talented Bayside sets sights on division crown

The Bayside soccer team is ready to take down rival Francis Lewis 
and reign supreme in Queens A East. Photo by Zach Braziller

Continued on Page 55
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The atmosphere 
around Archbishop Molloy 
changed from Day 1 with 
the arrival of new Coach 
Fabian Chong.

The players said they 
had gotten comfortable with 
former Coach Lauren Spota 
and in their roles. Chong’s 
taking over brought the 
feeling that they had to 
prove themselves again and 
reaffirm their positions on 
the team.

The former St. John’s 
Prep boys’ soccer coach 
wasn’t going to make it 
easy either.

“He gave us Hell Week 
and he didn’t even know 
us that well and he wasn’t 
afraid to push us, make us 
hate him at first,” senior 
midfielder Casey Collins 
said. “I think that was 
good.”

It’s gotten the Stan-
ners off to a fast start in the 

preseason. Chong, who was 
hired at Molloy as a phys-
ics teacher, has stressed 
fitness. He credited Spota, 
who will stay on as an as-
sistant, for the job she had 
done prior with their con-
ditioning and knowledge of 
the game.

Molloy had won two 
straight CHSAA Nassau/
Suffolk Class A titles before 
losing in last year’s final to 
Our Lady of Mercy. That 
has only added motivation.

“It still gets me mad 
when you think about it, so 
I’m pretty sure this year we 
are just going to come out 
strong,” senior goalie Kait-
lyn Biscotti said. “I want to 
win in my last year.”

Molloy knows it won’t 
be easy to replace star mid-
fielder Kyra Meli, now at 
St. Rose. Chong has a bevy 
of midfield candidates to 
choose from, including 
the versatile Collins, who 
led the team in goals last 

season. Junior Victoria 
Antonino is speedy, superb 
with the ball at her feet and 
one of the Stanners’ main 
offensive cogs. Chong has 
high hopes for junior Jessie 
Jamin and senior Kristen 
Loyer. Both could also see 
time at forward. Kathleen 
Gribbon, Emily Rogawski, 
Ivonne Caceres and Cath-
ryn Brown could all see 
time at midfield.

“I like to play a posses-
sion game,” Chong said. “I 
think I have enough kids 
to really hold that midfield. 
I have a good amount of 
speed that I can attack in 
quick bursts.”

It’s in the back where 
Molloy will need to fill in 
two spots. Senior Shannon 
Dinerman is expected to 
make a seamless transition 
to sweeper, taking over for 
the graduated Tara Dillon. 
Biscotti returns more con-
fident in the net in her sec-
ond season there. Lauren 

Viggiano and freshman 
Lindsey Wynn are expect-
ed to be major contributors 
on defense. Chong and his 
team’s older players believe 
Wynn could be a special 
player for years to come.

“You have a founda-
tion now of girls that are 
returning that know the 
system that know what to 
do and help the new girls,” 
Chong said.

He is trying to build off 
the foundation Spota left. 
Chong rocked that founda-
tion a bit early, pushing the 
players to their limits. It 
only ended up making his 
bond with them that much 
stronger.

“We were kind of get-
ting really comfortable 
with our old coach,” Din-
erman said. “It’s been a 
breath of fresh air having 
him, because he makes us 
work harder.”

Kaitlyn Biscotti (l.-r.), Caitlyn Brown, Kristen Loyer, Coach Fabian Chong, Shannon Dinerman and Casey Collins will try to lead Molloy to a 
CHSAA Nassau/Suffolk Class A title. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Gina Baglieri (l.-r.), Nicole Biscaglia, Wendy Avendano and 
Aimée Kasmally will try to lead SFP back to the playoffs. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Skilled, new squad 
led by Kasmally

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Aimée Kasmally was 
looking for something extra 
out of her summer soccer 
regimen. So the St. Francis 
Prep sweeper went back to 
her family’s roots.

The star junior spent 
eight weeks of the sum-
mer in Trinidad playing 
with Trincity Nationals 
FC. They worked out three 
times a week and played 
games the other two. Kas-
mally was looking to im-
prove her skill level and 
increase her stamina and 
strength under the hot sun.

“Just the way they 
play soccer it’s totally dif-
ferent than the way they 
play it here,” she said. “It’s 
a lot harder there. They 
rough you up a lot more, so 
it builds up muscle.”

It helped lead to her 
maturity both mentally 
and physically. At practice 
when the coaches ask the 
players to pick the intensity 
up, it’s Kasmally’s feet that 
move a little faster first and 
her voice that rises above 
the rest of her teammates. 
It’s actually what you’d 
want to see from the lead-
er of a returning defense 
that will be need to be the 
Terriers’ backbone in the 

highly competitive CHSAA 
Nassau/Suffolk Class AA 
league.

“Her soccer mental-
ity is up there,” SFP Coach 
John Jenkins said. “You 
can’t learn by being taught. 
You have to teach yourself 
and she does it. She is about 
to teach everybody else 
what she knows.”

An influx of club-level 
freshmen — a record five — 
for the second time in the 
three years has allowed St. 
Francis Prep to fill some of 
the holes left from gradua-
tion. Joining Kasmally in 
the back will be returning 
junior Gina Baglieri and 
freshman Sophie DeLeon. 
Jenkins is unsure who will 
be starting in goal because 
returnee Kimmi Chacko 
can also play the field and 
freshman Sam Cobotic has 
shown she is capable of 
handling herself in net.

“I’m not worried too 
much about the back,” se-
nior Wendy Avendano said.

The Terriers feel they 
have enough goal scorers 
to make up for the loss of 
center midfielder Maria 
Canicatti’s creativity. Av-
endano has a potent leg and 
will float between forward 
and midfield. It’s in those 

Chong brings mind of champ
New Molloy soccer coach pushes girls to prove themselves

Continued on Page 55
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young.
The defensive line 

will be the same way, with 
Pugh leaning heavily on ju-
nior defensive end Malachi 
Hoskins. The linebacking 
corps will feature Juwan 
Wilson in the middle. He’s 
only the second player in 
Pugh’s tenure to be voted 
a co-captain as a rising 
junior by the outgoing se-
niors. The other one was 
back in the ’70s.

“The captain is not 
about playing,” Pugh said. 
“It’s about the guy who 
takes care of everything.”

Joining him at line-
backer will be return-
ing Ryan Gibson, Patrick 
Lisante and Jordan Franck-
lin, one of the young players 

Pugh is most excited with. 
The other is another broth-
er of a former player, sopho-
more safety Josh Whiting, 
whose brother Daryl was 
Fordham University’s lead-
ing rusher last season and 
has a chance to be drafted 
in the spring.

“They’ve been doing 
good,” Wingate said of the 
young players. “I like this 
group. They really listen. 
They get this stuff down.”

Whiting will have 
help in the secondary 
from Wingate and senior 
Chavez Rose. Like many 
of the units, there is a mix 
of experienced players and 
up-and-coming ones. Pugh, 
whose team is preseason 
ranked No. 7 in the CHSFL 
‘AAA’ by the coaches, be-

lieves there is a lot of parity 
in the league this year.

“I feel personally af-
ter all these years in the 
league, I’d say from 2 to 12, 
everybody could beat any-
body,” he said. “It’s one of 
those great leagues this 
year. There’s nobody that 
really steps out besides St. 
Anthony’s.”

Wilson went one bet-
ter. He thinks Holy Cross 
can compete for a champi-
onship.

“We have the team to 
do it,” he said. “We have the 
experienced quarterback, 
the great defense, great 
players and our coaching 
staff is amazing. So we just 
need to believe and come to-
gether as a team.”

parts of the field where 
Jenkins is still tinkering. 
Senior Nicole Biscaglia 
returns at midfield and 
junior Maria Moutopou-
los, who Jenkins expects a 
strong season from, is back 
at center midfield. Talented 
freshman Angela Careddo, 
Teresa Colletti and sopho-
more Antoinette Koskinos, 

back from a broken collar-
bone, could all see time at 
forward.

“This year we have 
quicker people,” Biscaglia 
said. “I think there is going 
to be a lot more chances.”

Jenkins feels this 
year’s team is a bit more 
skilled than last season, 
when the Terriers missed 
out on a playoff berth for 
the second straight year. 
The freshmen, whose ma-
turity and work the upper-
classmen raved about, has 

St. Francis Prep excited for 
this season and the future 
against the likes of nation-
al power St. Anthony’s, St. 
John the Baptist and Sa-
cred Heart.

“They have a lot of 
skill level, but they are 
also willing to learn a lot of 
stuff,” Kasmally said. “Mr. 
Jenkins has a lot to teach 
and everyone is willing to 
learn it.”

The freshmen can 
learn a thing or two from 
her as well.

ing cornerback. Much of 
the leadership will fall on 
Tagliavia and Myers will 
be looked at to deliver a few 
other things, too.

“Hopefully, a lot or 
turnovers,” Tagliavia said.

While the last two sea-
sons were filled with plenty 
of heartbreak and frustra-
tion, the Terriers bent on 
building a bright and suc-
cessful future.

“I’m really excited for 
this season,” Myers said. 

“We had some bad games 
in the ‘AAA,’ but I think we 
could have done a lot better. 
Since we got moved down I 
feel like we can be a cham-
pionship team.”

Continued from Page 52

Holy Cross

Continued from Page 54

Kasmally

Continued from Page 52

Green Terriers

city championship-caliber 
team,” he said. “The fa-
vorite to me is Tottenville; 
we’re chasing Tottenville. 
Jimmy Munson had a great 
quote to me at the Outback 
Bowl. He said hopefully we 
play twice. If we make it to 
Yankee Stadium, I’ll buy 
new green pinstripe uni-
forms.”

More important to the 
passionate coach is getting 
his kids Division I looks. 
Despite the program’s suc-
cess, it has been hard to 
come by. Driver, despite his 
immense size and impres-
sive athleticism, has yet to 
be noticed by big-time pro-
grams. The senior said it 
can be frustrating at times, 
but is confident it will come 

if the team’s success contin-
ues.

“We know we have to 
keep working harder, we 
have to bring a champion-
ship to Campus Magnet,” 
said Driver, the mammoth 
offensive tackle. “If we beat 
a team that has highly re-
cruited kids, they are gon-
na look at us.”

Continued from Page 53

Campus Magnet

BAYSIDE LITTLE LEAGUE

©2009QPC  BSLL-173490

The LARGEST and BEST Little League in Town
Home of the 2003 New York City Little League, Section 3 Champions

Saturday, September 10th, 2011 - 10am
at

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacraments Auditorium
203rd Street & 35th Avenue

2012 - Registration - 2012
will begin on this date

Other registration dates are:

Every Monday evening 7pm to 9pm
Every Saturday morning 12pm to 1:30pm

through Nov. 5th 12pm-1:30pm
At the Little League Club House 25-32 168th St. in the lower concourse
Please bring proof of age and residency and a check or money order

Register early don’t miss out playing for the best!
For Registration Application 

visit us at: www.baysidelittleleague.com

Awards Day &
Continental Breakfast

9/11/01 WE WILL NEVER FORGET

The TimesLedger Newspapers has 

launched a website about murders in 

SE Queens. The site includes audio 

slideshows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark
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50th Anniversary

WELCOME BACK! 

HERE’S TO A GREAT YEAR.

GREAT SCHOOLS BEGIN
WITH GREAT LEADERS.
The Council of School Supervisors
and Administrators is delighted to
see the city’s more than 1 million
school children back in school.

Local 1: American Federation of School Administrators, 
AFL-CIO  www.csa-nyc.org

CSA represents nearly 14,000
in-service and retired New York
City public school Principals,
Assistant Principals, Education
Administrators and Supervisors
as well as Day Care Directors
and Assistant Day Care Directors
at city-subsidized Day Care Centers.

Sandy Kassan, Education Administrator, 
Office of Student Enrollment, Queens

When your mom  
thinks you’re her
full-time nurse…

WE HAVE A PLAN.

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ASSESSMENT  

OF ELIGIBILITY 

1-855-AT-CHOICE (1-855-282-4642)  
TDD/TTY: 1-888-844-5530 
9 am – 5 pm, Monday – Friday 
or visit www.vnsnychoice.org

*If you are responsible for paying a monthly Medicaid surplus or other costs, you must   
  continue these payments to remain eligible.

   ©VNSNY CHOICE 2011

A health plan that coordinates all 
her care with a nurse care manager 
dedicated to helping her – and you.
And it’s FREE when she’s on Medicaid.*
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST., 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 72 hours after publication.

MANAGER’S 
SPECIAL

CERTIFIEDCERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

$19,981
HEMI, 20" Whls, Auto, A/C, Full Power, Stk#U6693-53K

6 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

CERTIFIED

*

CERTIFIED

2008 JEEP

WRANGLER SPORT 4X4
$17,981
Auto, A/C, Alloys, Stk#U6722-57K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

2008 DODGE

RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SLT 4X4

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

2011 BMW 328i
$32,981

Auto, A/C, Full Power, Heated Seats, Stk# TG007-14K Mi.

2010 DODGE

CHARGER SXT
$13,981

3.5L, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7185-49K mi.
12 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2007 CHRYSLER

ASPEN LTD 4X4
$15,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seats, Alloys, U7135-46K Mi.
12 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

 3 3 3 3 3 Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#6911-26K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

*

2010 CHRYSLER

300 TOURING
$15,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U6913-32K mi.  
16 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

2007 DODGE

CALIBER SXT
$9,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk# U6716-24K Mi.
9 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

2008 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
$12,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stow ‘N Go, Stk#U7077-47K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

$13,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U6903-70K mi.
23 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

2008 JEEP
GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

OPEN MONDAY LABOR DAY

NAVIGATION
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BUICK

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 877-399-6952
www.northbaycadillacbuickgmc.com Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

BUICK

All exterior vehicleswill be
completely cosmetically repaired.
Full FactoryWarrantee.
Plus, all vehicleswill be
NYS Inspection approved.

Dozens of VehiclesWill Be
Discounted For ThisOnce InA
LifetimeSpecial SavingsEvent!

Due to the extremely unusual
occurrence of a recent hail storm on
the North Shore of Queens and Long

Island, hail caused minor exterior
damage to a portion of our new and
pre-owned inventory at our facilities.

This special event, happening now,
until September 14, 2011, is your
opportunity to purchase a storm-

damaged vehicle at steep discount
before they are sold at auction.

Due to the anticipated demand,
we recommend you schedule an

appointment. All customers
will be handled on a first come,

first served basis.

Hail DamageSalesEvent!
Offer endsWednesday, September 14th 2011
Hail DamageSalesEvent!
Offer endsWednesday, September 14th 2011

Hurry, Limited
TimeOffers
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TheBetter Way!

North Bay Cadillac Celebrates Its 5th Consecutive Year as New York State’s Largest Cadillac Dealer!

Better Price!
Better Selection!
Better Service!

2011 MODEL YEAR-END
SAVINGS EVENT!

We Are The Hummer Pre-owned Center For Hard To Find H2's & H3's. Authorized Service Too!

BUICK

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 877-399-6952
www.northbaycadillacbuickgmc.com Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Hurry, Limited Time Offers

• Best Prices Of The Year
• 0% Financing On Select Models

• Every New 2011 Priced To Move
• There's Never Been A Better Time
• Now Is The Best Time To Trade In

Your Car Top Dollar For Any Make,
Any Model!

• Quality Pre-Owned Selection!
Many to choose from
at discounted prices!
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How You Can Pay
for Long Term Care

Without Going Broke
New York City Nursing Home Costs Average

$125,925 Per Year!
Thousands of seniors go broke every year

due to medical expenses. There is a better way!

Attend this FREE WORKSHOP
Before you need Long-Term Care, and learn about:

 - How you can protect you home and retirement needs 
  nest egg from nursing home costs.

 Avoid the loss of your family home upon your death.

 How it works and why planning early is vital to protect 
  your assets.

 Why they won’t help with nursing home costs and the
  type of plan that will. 

 The activities that you must avoid to not
  disqualify yourself from Medicaid benefits.

 The differences and downsides and how 
  you can protect more of your assets.

 How they’re different from Basic Living Trusts, plus the pro’s
  and cons.

 How a little known benefit for wartime veterans and their
  windows will help cover long-term care expenses, and how it may be easier to 
  qualify for than Medicaid.

Thousands of seniors go bankrupt every year as a result of failing to plan for long-term
care expenses. Even though you’ve worked hard your entire life, purchased a family home,
and saved up enough for your retirement, and to pass something on to your loved ones.
You and your family may end up with nothing, if you don’t put a plan in place. When you
attend one of our free workshops, you’ll discover how you can qualify how you can
qualify for Medicaid benefits, preserve you nest egg, and keep your family home.
But space is limited, so call now to reserve your seat.

Attendees receive a FREE 1-hour, private consultation to learn
how to protect your assets against long-term care costs! (a $350 value!)

Seating Is Limited, Call Today!

24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

Sponsored by:
Light Refreshments Served

108-18 Queens Boulevard, 7th Floor
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Attorney Michael Davidov ia a noted
speaker on elder law, Medicaid 
qualification & estate planning. 

Mr. Davidov’s law practice is devoted 
exclusively to elder law &

estate planning issues, and he is a 
member of the National Academy of 

Elder Law Attorneys and the American 
Academy of Estate Planning Attorneys.

AVOID NURSING HOME POVERTY!

Need a nursing home?
we can help

SAVE

YOUR FAMILY

10,000 PER

MONTH!
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