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April Fields, the aunt of Tayshana Murphy (inset), comforts cousin Tasha Keith outside of Murphy’s funeral in Astoria.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
Emotions ran high as hun-

dreds of mourners gathered at a 
Long Island City funeral home 
Saturday morning to say goodbye 
to a rising high school basketball 
star who grew up in Queensbridge 
and was gunned down last week 
in Harlem. Distraught friends 
called for a stop to the senseless 
violence that claimed her life.

The funeral for 18-year-old 
Tayshana Murphy was so packed 
that dozens of the basketball play-
er’s friends had to be turned away 
from the Quinn Funeral Home at 
35-20 Broadway and wait outside 
while the service took place.

Murphy, who was known as 
“Chicken” to her loved ones, was 
shot in the head Sept. 11 at the 
Grant Houses housing project in 
Morningside Heights.

She was a senior at Murry 
Bergtraum High School for Busi-
ness Careers, a star point guard 
for the school’s varsity basket-
ball team and a popular person 
at Queensbridge even though she 
had moved out of the neighbor-
hood five years ago. 

Her talents on the court 
impressed athletic scouts from 
around the country and many 
college teams were courting her, 
according to her family.

June Donovan, who lives in 
the Astoria Houses and frequent-

Continued on Page 15

BY REBECCA HENELY

An Astoria power generating 
company’s plan to decrease emis-
sions which formerly enjoyed 
community and legislator sup-
port has been rejected by a second 
neighborhood lawmaker.

State Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria) said 
last week that she met with rep-
resentatives from USPowergen, a 
Stamford, Conn.-based company 
that operates the Astoria Gen-
erating plant on the Con Edison 

Hundreds mourn teen’s death
Friends, family spill onto street at LIC funeral for former Queensbridge resident

Continued on Page 15

Simotas nixes 
USPowergen

emissions plan  
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Obama jobs act worth 
$1 billion to boro: Liu 
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BY REBECCA HENELY

The NYPD said an As-
toria man who allegedly 
killed his helpless Chinese 
Shar-Pei dog by throwing 
him out the window has 
been charged with aggra-
vated cruelty to animals 
and reckless endanger-
ment.

The crime has in-
censed one animal rights 
activist, who wants the 
man punished.

“This could have 
been stopped,” said Sloane 
Quealy-Miner, 37, a Man-
hattan animal rights activ-
ist and rescuer who runs 
the blog BSL News.

Milan Rysa, 30, was 
sent to Elmhurst Hospital 
Center for evaluation after 
allegedly tossing his dog 
Brooklyn from his third-
story apartment, at 30-59 
Steinway St. in Astoria, 
police said. The officers 
discovered the dog in front 
of the apartment when they 
arrived around 8:30 p.m. 
Sept. 12, police said.

When the officers ap-
proached Rysa’s apartment, 
Rysa initially refused to let 
the officers in, police said. 
After he opened the door, 
EMS took him to the hos-
pital at 79-01 Broadway, po-
lice said.

“He’s being treated as 
an emotionally disturbed 
person,” an NYPD spokes-
man said.

On his Facebook page, 
the beefy Rysa, who worked 
for bodybuilding-supple-
ment vendor MuscleTech, 
seems affectionate to the 

adorable pooch. He has two 
albums, one named “MY 
LIL BAD BOY” filled with 
pictures of Brooklyn as a 
puppy and as an adult. One 
photo shows Rysa cuddling 
the dog while shirtless.

But Quealy-Miner, 
who rescues animals and 
whose blog fights against 
laws banning specific dog 
breeds, said she had heard 
much darker reports of 
Rysa’s behavior. She said 
she heard the dog was often 
left on the hot roof of Rysa’s 
apartment building and 

sometimes had burns on 
the bottom of his paws.

“There’s a lot of stories 
like that going around in 
Queens,” she said.

After hearing about 
Brooklyn’s death from a 
friend of hers who lives in 
Astoria, another animal 
activist and rescuer, Chris-
tine Drakatos, said Friday 
she planned to hold a vigil 
this week for the dog out-
side Rysa’s house. 

Quealy-Miner said 
she hoped the vigil would 
encourage neighbors to 

speak up if they see an ani-
mal being mistreated and 
put pressure on Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown to prosecute Rysa 
to the furthest extent of the 
law. She said she also con-
demned Rysa’s neighbors 
who did not alert authori-
ties to Rysa’s reported mis-
treatment of the dog.

“We need to respect 
[animals] and do whatever 
it takes to keep them safe,” 
Quealy-Miner said.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Community Board 3 
proposed a relatively short 
wish list for its fiscal year 
2013 capital and expense 
budgets, which focused 
on building and expand-
ing new schools, libraries 
and affordable housing at 
its monthly meeting last 
Thursday.

“It’s that time again,” 
board member Marta Leb-
reton said.

CB 3, which covers 
the neighborhoods of East 
Elmhurst, Jackson Heights 
and North Corona, chose 
17 capital budget priorities 
and 25 expense budget pri-
orities for the next fiscal 
year’s budget. While the 
board plans to pass the pro-
posal at its next monthly 
meeting Oct. 20, it took 
comments and made some 
revisions to the list.

Capital budgets in-
clude projects to improve 
or increase infrastructure 
or a public facility. For 
the upcoming year, the 
board named as its first 
priority constructing new 
school facilities — in par-
ticular, high schools and 
early childhood centers. 

The board also requested 
reducing the odor and im-
proving the water flow in 
Flushing Bay, expanding 
the East Elmhurst Library 
and building a new struc-
ture  and expanding capac-
ity for the Jackson Heights 
Library.

Another recommenda-
tion was creating afford-
able housing for middle- 
and low-income families as 
well as seniors. CB 3 Dis-
trict Manager Giovanna 
Reid said this recommen-
dation was marked with an 
asterisk because while it is 
needed, there are few plac-
es to put more housing.

“Currently there are 
no vacant lots or space 
within the district,” Reid 
said.

The expense budget 
priorities are used to re-
quest needed services in 
the district. Topping the 
list of items chosen by CB 
3 is installing air pollution 
monitors due  in Jackson 
Heights and East Elmhurst 
near LaGuardia Airport, 
which is adjacent to those 
communities. Other rec-
ommendations included 
keeping the Queens librar-

Astorian Milan Rysa has been charged with killing his Chinese Shar Pei, Brooklyn.

Man charged in canine kill 
Muscular Astorian tossed pooch out of third-story window: NYPD 

CB 3 eyes upgrades 
with yearly budget

Reducing the odor and improving the water flow in Flushing Bay is 
on CB 3’s wishlist for the next fiscal year. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 15
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3New Astoria medical center offers cross-disciplinary care
As diverse borough faces dearth of medical facilities, doctors offer remedies in many tongues

BY REBECCA HENELY

In response to three 
hospitals closing in Queens 
in the last three years, a 
new medical center in Asto-
ria seeks not only to bring 
back more primary care 
but also enhanced eye care. 

The doctors and other 
employees who make up 
the staff at the new Astoria 
Medical, Dental & LASIK 
Center, at 30-80 21st St., 
held a ribbon-cutting for 
the two-month-old center 
last Thursday. Joined by 
members of their families, 
representatives for elected 
officials and members of 
the Consulate General of 
Pakistan, the employees 
touted the center’s variety 
of care and modern equip-
ment.

“Our vision is primar-
ily to have excellent patient 
care coupled with state-of-
the-art technology,” said 

Dr. Irfan Iqbal, president of 
the new center.

While Iqbal, a doc-
tor and a Pakistani im-
migrant, is the head of the 
operation, he said the idea 
for the center was not his. 
Iqbal was approached by 
Hafeez Choudhry, the de-
veloper of the building, and 
Sam Klein, the landlord, 
about creating a center 
in January 2010,  both of 
whom said there was not 
a comprehensive medical 
center from Hoyt Avenue 
to Queensbridge Houses in 
this part of Astoria. More 
than a year and $2.5 mil-
lion later, the center was 
completed.

“It’s what I really refer 
to as a labor of love in every 
detail,” Iqbal said.

Queens has lost three 
hospitals since 2008: St. 
John’s Queens Hospital in 
Elmhurst, Mary Immacu-
late Hospital in Jamaica 

and Parkway Hospital in 
Forest Hills.

In accordance with its 
name, the center offers pri-
mary patient care and pedi-
atric care with 16 examina-
tion rooms, a dental suite 

with four working spaces, 
a LASIK eye surgery room, 
four office suites, three re-
ception areas and a nurses’ 
station. The center has 25 
full and part-time employ-
ees and plans to add more 

as it expands. Iqbal said at 
maximum the center can 
house 220 patients.

He said the center also 
hopes to include women’s 
health care, family medi-
cine and specialties like 
dermatology and cardiol-
ogy.

The center is multi-
lingual and offers care in 
English, Greek, Spanish, 
Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi, Ben-
gali and Arabic.

Dr. Phillip Calenda, 
head of the LASIK depart-
ment, said he has been do-
ing LASIK surgery for more 
than 10 years and is excited 
about working with the 
two newest types of lasers 
in the field, the WaveLight 
Allegrato Wave Eye-Q and 
Ziemer’s Femto LDV.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity to select the top-of-
the-line equipment,” Calen-
da said.

He also praised his fel-

low employees.
“We put together a 

great staff of people here 
who are excellent at what 
they do,” Calenda said.

The center is on the 
first two floors of a mixed-
use building that has resi-
dential units on the top five 
floors. One of the residents, 
Karen George, had good ex-
pectations for  her new fel-
low tenant.

“Hopefully, it will be a 
good addition to the neigh-
borhood,” George said.

Faqir Syed Asif Hus-
sain, consul general of Pak-
istan, said he was confident 
the center would provide 
good care and be a patient-
friendly environment.

“The Pakistani com-
munity has greatly con-
tributed to the development 
and progress of the United 
States,” Hussain said.

Consul General of Pakistan Faqir Syed Asif Hussain (second from 
r.) greets people at the ribbon-cutting for Dr. Irfan Iqbal’s Astoria 
Medical, Dental & LASIK Center on 21st Street, which offers a vari-
ety of health care. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Amerasia Bank has consistently been 

rated “Five Star Superior” by inde-

pendent financial rating company, 

BauerFinancial, indicating that we 

are one of  the securest and most 

trustworthy bank in the country. 

Main Office: 41-06 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355 
Tel: (718) 463-3600 | Fax: (718) 539-8150 
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4 Obama’s ratings hurt Weprin: Observers
President’s dip in popularity among Queens voters seen as key factor in last week’s GOP victory

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
Democrats may have a 

3-1 advantage over Republi-
cans in the 9th Congressio-
nal District, but President 
Barack Obama’s unpopu-
larity and the state of the 
economy sank state As-
semblyman David Weprin’s 
(D-Little Neck) chances of 
winning the seat over Re-
publican Bob Turner, ac-
cording to political observ-
ers.

“I think there was a lot 
of anger about the economy 
and a lot of anxiety about 
jobs,” said Elizabeth Holtz-
man, who held the seat for 
four terms in the 1970s and 
1980s and expressed inter-
est in running this time 
around, but was passed 
over in favor of Weprin by 
Queens Democratic Party 
Chairman U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights). “People are an-
gry and worried and it’s not 
only in the 9th Congressio-

nal District.”
In Queens, Weprin 

bested Turner 52 percent 
to 47 percent, but Turner 
dominated the Brooklyn 
portion of the district 67 
percent to 33 percent.

In an interview, We-
prin said his poor show-
ing in Brooklyn was due 
to Turner’s having more 
recognition there — he ran 
for the seat two years ago — 
and Weprin’s vote in favor 
of gay marriage in the state 
Assembly.

“My support for mar-
riage equality hurt me with 
the Orthodox [Jewish] com-
munity,” he said.

“It was a perfect storm 
against me,” said Weprin, 
including “the fact that 
my opponent successfully 
made the race a referen-
dum on Obama.”

Weprin said his cam-
paign tried to get out the 
message that Turner wants 
to cut the federal budget by 
35 percent and slash Medi-

care and Social Security.
“The media didn’t cov-

er any of that,” he said.

Holtzman, who has 
strong ties to Brooklyn — 
she used to be the Brooklyn 

district attorney — and is 
familiar to Queens resi-
dents for her stint in the 

House seat that was up for 
grabs last week, said she 
believes she would have 
been a stronger candidate.

“People knew me as 
a very strong, outspoken 
fighter for many causes,” 
she said. “As someone who 
stood up to a lot of presi-
dents — from Richard Nix-
on to Gerald Ford to Jimmy 
Carter, regardless of party 
— I think people under-
stood I could be a very 
strong messenger.” 

But one political ob-
server said the candidates 
did not matter as much 
in the special election as 
someone who was not run-
ning: Obama.

“Congressional elec-
tions are generally viewed 
in the context of the presi-
dent,” the observer said. 
“When you’re a Democrat 
running against a Repub-
lican and George Bush is 
the president, you do well. 
When you’re a Democrat 

Bob Turner (c.) speaks to supporters during an Election Night party with his wife, Peggy (second from 
r.), by his side. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Everyone wants their 

child to go to a great school, 
but with spaces in Queens 
limited, the city has its 
hands full simply finding 
seats for the ever-increas-
ing number of students 
who fill its rosters each 
September.

That sobering reality 
was the message the city 
Department of Education 
sent to education stakehold-
ers Monday at a meeting 
held at the Borough Board 
to discuss the department’s 
preliminary plans to pro-
vide space for Queens stu-
dents in the 2012-13 school 
year.

Marc Sternberg, depu-
ty chancellor for the DOE 

Division  of Portfolio Plan-
ning, said 40,000 new stu-
dents enroll in city schools 
each year between the end 
of the school year and Octo-
ber. Of the 28,000 new seats 
the department is planning 
to add throughout the city, 
14,000 are scheduled to be 
completed in Queens — the 
majority of them by 2015.

“We wish we were 
growing schools faster,” the 
deputy chancellor told the 
meeting at Borough Hall. 
“We’re not going to make 
everyone happy. This isn’t 
2004; we’re pulling back 
when we wish we didn’t 
have to.”

In lieu of new con-
struction projects, the de-
partment will continue to 
rely on structural changes 

such as searching for ef-
ficiencies in using current 
spaces, implementing zon-
ing changes and recon-
figuring grade spans to 
accommodate students. 
These options, however, 
represent their own unique 
challenges.

“Here in Queens, we 
have some of the most over-
crowded districts in the 
city,” said Drew Patterson, 
the DPP Queens associate 
planner. “We’re not swim-
ming in unutilized space.”

Department represen-
tatives asked the elected 
officials, community board 
chairs and community 
education district council 
members in attendance to 
submit sites they though 

City begins brainstorming to fi x 
Queens school crowding in 2012

City earns mixed grades
on management report

BY JOE ANUTA

The mayor released a 
report on the performance 
of all city agencies over 
the last year and touted in-
creased efficiency in many 
areas, but several alarming 
trends were also contained 
in the data.

“Even as New York 
City is emerging from the 
most difficult fiscal crisis 
in a generation, the data 
show that city agencies con-
tinue to provide the high-
quality services that New 
Yorkers have rightly come 
to expect,” Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said in May-
or’s Management Report. 
“Across the board, overall 
trends are strongly posi-
tive , which is why people 

continue to come here in 
unprecedented numbers to 
live, work and visit.”

Out of the 145 indica-
tors of the administration’s 
performance, 56 percent 
have remained stable or 
gone up since last year.

“The 2011 data clearly 
show that tight budgets 

don’t have to mean fewer or 
worse services,” he said.

In addition, nearly 65 
percent of the indicators re-
mained stable or increased 
since 2003, the report said.

The indicators were 
divided into several catego-
ries like safety and public 

A crowded hallway at Francis Lewis High School in Fresh Meadows. 
Class sizes are up, according to the Mayor’s Management Report.

Continued on Page 36
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5Liu touts Obama jobs plan
City comptroller’s report says act will save borough workers $1.1B

BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

The long-awaited 
American Jobs Act Presi-
dent Barack Obama pro-
posed Sept. 8 will have 
more than a billion dollars 
of direct economic benefit 
for Queens workers, accord-
ing to a new report by city 
Comptroller John Liu.

One of the key aspects 
of the $447 billion proposal 
would be the implementa-
tion of a $175 billion pro-
gram to cut payroll taxes in 
half for all working Ameri-
cans during 2012 through a 
slashing of contributions to 
Social Security taxes.

That payroll tax holi-
day is estimated to save 
1,251,500 Queens workers 
a total of $1.1 billion for the 
most of any borough, ac-
cording to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics.

Despite the initial re-
turn of money to people’s 
pockets, Liu’s report said 
the tax cut does raise con-
cerns, especially about how 
it will undercut the nation’s 
ability to pay for Social Se-
curity benefits.

Though the number 
of unemployed people in 
Queens fell from 178,860 in 

July 2009 to 99,924 in July 
2011, according to the feder-
al statistics, there is still a 
ways to go to get that num-
ber back down to the 58,153 
people who were unem-
ployed in July 2008 before 
the global market collapse.

Liu’s report projects 
that Obama’s jobs act will 
help continue that trend. 

Liu estimates one of the 
most dramatic results of 
the act’s implementation 
will be the creation or 
preservation of more than 
50,000 jobs citywide.

The act would also 
prevent the layoffs of teach-
ers and provide additional 
support for police officers 
and firefighters by allocat-

ing $700 million to help the 
city restore 3,700 teaching 
positions and maintain or 
increase the ranks at the 
FDNY and NYPD.

A mortgage refinanc-
ing program is also includ-
ed in the plan and would 
have great benefits for city 
residents, Liu’s report said. 

Civic Congress brainstorms on projects
BY JOE ANUTA

Queens Civic Congress 
hosted a meeting Monday 
night about the state of the 
economy in Queens and the 
news was not all bad.

City officials had en-
couraging numbers and 
residents offered multiple 
ways to spur small busi-
ness growth within the 
borough at the Al Oerter 
Recreation Center, at 131-40 
Fowler Ave.

“Generally, Queens 
has fared better than the 
city as a whole,” said Seth 
Pinsky, president of the city 
Economic Development 
Corp.

And in true Queens 

fashion, the key was diver-
sity.

A mix of urban and 
suburban neighborhoods, 
the diversity of the popula-
tion, technology, industrial 

and service businesses as 
well as the two major air-
ports all helped the borough 
weather the recession.

As an example, July 
construction in the bor-

ough was up 8 percent com-
pared to last year and July 
seasonally unadjusted un-
employment was down to 
7.7 percent from 8.7 percent 
last year, he said.

“But that does not 
mean we can rest on our 
laurels,” he said.

Pinsky ran through 
plans to revitalize the city 
as a whole, but also high-
lighted several Queens 
projects.

Broadly, the city plans 
to spur economic develop-
ment by encouraging entre-
preneurship and strength-
ening small businesses, 
according to Pinsky.

In addition, the EDC 

Residents pepper Myrtle BID Director Ted Renz (l.-r.) City Council 
members Karen Koslowitz and Leroy Comrie, Seth Bornstein of 
the QEDC and LaGuardia Airport General Manager Tom Bosco with 
questions about the Queens economy. Photo by Joe Anuta 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (l.) and Health Commissioner Dr. Thomas 
Farley touted the new, low 14 percent rate of adult smokers in the 
city at Long Island City last week. Photo courtesy Bloomberg

Bloomy in LIC praises 
decline in city smoking

BY REBECCA HENELY

While Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s anti-smoking 
policies have been criti-
cized as draconian, he de-
clared them a success on a 
visit to the city Department 
of Health in Long Island 
City, saying the number of 
adult smokers is at an all-
time low of 14 percent.

“We’re proud that 
a record number of New 
Yorkers are saving their 
own lives by quitting,” 
Bloomberg said in a state-
ment.

The mayor touted the 
decline in smoking resi-
dents early last Thursday 
at the DOH’s headquarters 
at 42-09 28th St. Bloomberg 
said the number of adult 
residents who smoke has 
decreased by 35 percent 
since 2002, the year the 
mayor’s Smoke Free Air 
Act was passed by the City 
Council. In that year, the 
number of smokers in the 
city was at a high of 22 out 
of every 100 residents.

Bloomberg said the 
decreases were the largest 
among teens and in the bor-
ough of Staten Island.

“It is promising to see 
so many are learning to 
conquer this bad habit so 
they can live longer and 
be more prosperous,” said 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria), whose district 
encompasses the Health 
Department building, in a 
statement.

The mayor’s office 
credited the drop to the 
myriad programs the 
Bloomberg administra-
tion have instituted, the 
linchpin of which has been 

the Smoke Free Air Act. 
When introduced in 2002, 
the law banned smoking 
in all workplaces, most sig-
nificantly bars and restau-
rants. In 2009, the ban was 
expanded to the entrances 
and grounds of hospitals, 
and since May the ban now 
applies to public parks, 
beaches and pedestrian 
plazas. The act has enjoyed 
support, but also received 
criticism from restaurant 
owners.

The office said other 
programs the Bloomberg 
administration has intro-
duced to curb smoking 
include public education 
campaigns; the point of 
sale warning signs of tobac-
co use, which often show 
pictures of the damage 
caused to different parts of 
the body by tobacco; ban-
ning the sale of tobacco 
to minors; cracking down 
on illegal cigarette sales; 
and electronic health re-
cords, which has led to an 
increase in screening and 
treating tobacco use.

Dr. Thomas Farley, 
commissioner of the DOH, 
echoed the sentiment that 
the decrease was due to the 
mayor’s policies.

“This progress didn’t 
just happen,” Farley said in 
a statement. “It is the result 
of deliberate steps taken by 
the mayor and City Council 
since 2002.”

The mayor’s office rec-
ommended those interested 
in quitting smoking join the 
NYC Quits Facebook page 
at facebook.com/nycquits. 
The office also suggested 
calling 311 or visiting nyc.
gov for help quitting smok-
ing.

Continued on Page 36

A new report by city Comptroller John Liu suggests that President Barack Obama’s jobs bill would 
have significant benefits for Queens.

Continued on Page 36
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6 Jackson Heights director takes helm of Manhattan dramedy
Play gets to bottom of family in crisis by exploring the ups and downs of multiple therapy sessions

BY REBECCA HENELY

Jackson Heights resi-
dent Gwenyth Reitz did not 
write the off-off-Broadway 
play she is directing, but 
the play itself nevertheless 
has parallels to Reitz’s life.

“I hope to take a piece 
that I’ve really respected 
and admired for a long time 
and create a real moving 
experience for the people 
who come to see it,” Reitz 
said.

“The Family Room,” 
which opens Sept. 30 at the 
Arclight Theater on the Up-
per West Side, is a drama/
comedy written by “He-
roes” writer and producer 
Aron Eli Coleite. The play 
follows the tribulations of 
delinquent teenager David, 
whose parents are thera-
pists and in therapy them-
selves. Reitz said the play 
not only follows David’s 
therapy sessions, but also 

the therapy sessions of his 
parents, whose marriage is 
troubled, and a girl named 
Jennifer, who is seeking 
treatment with David’s fa-
ther and is the object of Da-
vid’s affections.

“The play just literally 
swings through therapy 
session to therapy session 
to therapy session,” Reitz 
said.

Directing the play has 
been a labor of love for Re-
itz, who was born in Sri 
Lanka but grew up in Cali-
fornia’s Bay Area, where 
the play is set. A longtime 
lover of theater, Reitz had 
worked with Coleite in 
“Shakespeare’s Crossing,” 
a play Coleite had written 
combining William Shake-
speare’s “Romeo and Ju-
liet” and “Macbeth.”

“It was a great piece 
and my husband was in it, 
so we met because of Aron,” 
said Reitz, who played Lady 

Macbeth to her husband’s 
Romeo.

Reitz said she had 
maintained a friendship 
with Coleite ever since. In 
2004, Reitz visited Califor-
nia to see the opening of the 
play’s original Los Angeles 
run. She said it has been 
nice to work on a play she 
has loved since then.

“It’s just a great char-
acter piece,” she said.

Having been in ther-
apy herself, Reitz said the 
play explores some of the 
artificiality of therapy ses-
sions but does not demon-
ize therapists.

“We can sort of laugh 

at its foibles, but there’s a 
lot of good that comes out of 
the sessions that people go 
into,” Reitz said.

While she has directed 
plays of a similar size to 
this, she says this is her 
first time working on the 
Upper West Side.

“I think that it’s an in-
credibly compelling story 
and I’m really thrilled,” 
Reitz said.

Reitz has lived in New 
York for 10 years, saying 
she wanted to live here for 
the theater community, 
and Jackson Heights since 
2006.

“I’m a huge champion 
of this neighborhood,” Re-
itz said.

Arclight Theater is at 
152 W. 71st St. in Manhat-
tan. To buy tickets, call 212-
787-8716 or visit thefamily-
roomnyc.com/tickets.html. 
The last show is Oct. 23.

Jackson Heights resident 
Gwenyth Reitz is directing a play 
in Manhattan, The Family Room. 
The play stars David Pincus 
(back row, l.-r.), Nancy Stone 
and Tyler Lea (foreground). 

Photo courtesy Coco Martin
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By Dr. C. Hammoud Ph.D.
�I had terrible Acne for 3 years and tried products with Benzoyl
Peroxide, Aloe Vera and others. After 4 days taking the Bell natural
product #60 it started to clear up my skin. My skin changed from terrible
to beautiful. Mylene Theriault, 19, Sorel-Tracy, QC �In 2 days my
son’s face completely cleared up of acne. My son is 15 and suffered for
3 years. We used many products like laser, Neem that did not work or
burned his skin. Veronica Marden, Seminole, TX �Unbelievable
acne free beautiful skin Last couple of years I had acne and tried
every product and antibiotics. Results with #60 were unbelievable.
Thanks for giving me beautiful skin and my self-esteem. Nelisa Royer,
28, Doral, FL �Within 6 days eczema cleared up completely. I
believe #60 addresses the cause internally instead of the symptoms.
Latifa Boutshik, 43, North York, ON �I had severe psoriasis over
95% of my body. Last 5 years I have stunned every doctor and
dermatologist. I spent tons of money on remedies. After I got Bell #60,
I’ve never seen anything work as fast in my life. Within 2 days I saw my
skin clearing up. I’m speechless. It was inexpensive compared with
what I spent before. Jessica Shantz, 25, Dawson Creek, BC �All
statements made on the Bell website are sent by delighted users. All
are real people. Most have listed phone numbers and can be called for

advice. No money is paid to them. Their reward is the relief they are getting. All say #60 works within
days not months, not years. It’s more effective than what they used before. It is less expensive (some
acne suppliers ship monthly and charge monthly, which may amount to large sums yearly). No side
effects were reported on #60. TRUE EVIDENCE that we are helping people.

Eczema
Psoriasis
Rosacea
Rashes

#60
Guaranteed better than all
others they used say dozens
of delighted users with full
names and towns on the Bell
website. Works by cleansing
blood inside rather than
attacking skin from the outside
and leaving the actual cause
untreated. Here are a few
examples:

ACNE

In other towns try your local health food stores first. If they don’t have it and don’t want to
order it for you, order on our website or call us with Visa or Mastercard. S & H $9.95.

Store inquiries are
welcome.

www.BellLifestyle.com
1-800-333-7995

�Cholesterol and triglycerides under control! For the last 5-6 years I
have been told that my cholesterol and triglycerides were out of line. After taking
Bell Cholesterol Control #14 my doctor said he was amazed about the change.
This is a good product. Jerome Nettles, 51, Monroeville, AL �All statin
drugs gave me pain! My doctor tried them all on me. So he said to try a
natural product. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 I have no more pain.
I’m so happy about this. Deanna O’Neil, 63, Tecumseh, ON. �I had great
success with all Bell health products! In the last 2 years I had relief with

Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea, HDL Cholesterol Management, Blood Pressure Combo and Stem Cell Activator.
I love your products. They all work for me. Great results. That’s all that matters. Basil Richards, 49, S.W.
Ranches, FL �20 years of high cholesterol alleviated! I had high cholesterol for 20 years and drugs
didn’t agree with me. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 for 6 months I had a check-up and was surprised
about the big improvement. I was delighted and extremely happy and so was my doctor. Norma Hrysio, 65, Lac
Du Bonnet, MB. We supply TRUE EVIDENCE.

Cholesterol
Control

High blood pressure is called the silent killer. If your BP is higher than
normal, try to get it down to about 120/80. For many people it is easy to
control. If it does not work for you we refund your money. On our website
you will find over 50 testimonials with full names and towns from all over
USA and Canada. Most of them have listed phone numbers and are happy
to talk about the relief they had. No money was paid for testimonials.

Other Bell products for relief of the following chronic ailments
All guaranteed! �Intestinal Cleansing & Weight Control #10 �Wrist Pain Carpal Tunnel
#30 �Stops Blood Sugar Imbalance & Weight Gain #40 �Calming Cronic Stress #66
�Colon Care & Cleanse #74. Bell is helping people everywhere.

Dr. C. Hammoud M.H., Ph.D. recommends this effective fish peptide
blood pressure natural product. So does Dr. Julian Whitaker M.D. �I was
on 3 blood pressure drugs that did not work well. After starting Bell #26
my readings are generally well below 120/80. Dona A. Anderson, 76,
Sooke, BC � My blood pressure was 157/90 and I had side effects
from prescription drugs. I bought a monitor. After 6 months on Bell #26 I
was down to 120/80. Toni L. McCuistion, 52, Elizabethtown, PA � At
work my driver’s medical test was too high at 170/100. After taking Bell

#26 for a few days I went down to 128/84
which allowed me to pass my work medical.
Kris Geier, 48, Windsor, ON. All products guaranteed to work.

�AVAILABLE IN QUEENS: �SPRINGFIELD Health Conscious Natural Foods 231-22
Merrick Blvd �ASTORIA Strand Pharmacy 2501 Broadway Astoria Chemist 2501 30th. Ave Astor
Pharmacy 3518 Ditmars Blvd. �BELLEROSE Rocky Hill Pharmacy 23601 Braddock Ave
�CORONA Value Pharmacy 5917 Junction Blvd �FAR ROCKAWAY Redfern Drugs 1485
beach Channel Dr. �FLUSHING A C Northern Pharmacy 154-16 Northern Blvd Franconia Pharmacy
4502 162nd St. Lewis Pharmacy 13698 Roosevelt Ave Victoria Pharmacy 44-45 Kissena Blvd
�FOREST HILLS J & D Pharmacy 7168 Yellowstone Blvd �FRESH MEADOWS Ilana’s
Pharmacy 180-30 Union Turnpike Echo Drugs 70-35 Parson Blvd �HOWARD BEACH Howard
Beach Apothecary 158-40 Crossbay Blvd �JACKSON HEIGHTS Jackson Heights Health Food
Store 83-10 37th Ave.  Maram Pharmacy & Surgical 7701 37th Ave Mi Farmacia 9015 Roosevelt Ave
Superior Pharmacy 7814 Roosevelt Ave Vitamins & Homeopathy Center 72-15 35th Ave�JAMAICA
Queens Community Expert Pharmacy 168 12 Hillside Ave Hillside Pharmacy 18420 Hillside Ave  Variety
Drugs 16933 137th Ave �LONG ISLAND CITY Vernon Pharmacy Inc. 4815 Vernon Blvd.
�GREAT NECK Optimum Health Nutrition 7 Spruce St.�LITTLE NECK Little Neck Health
Connection 24516 Horace Harding Expwy �MASPETH Eagle Pharmacy 6402 Flushing Ave
�REGO PARK Arcola Pharmacy 65-45 99th St�RIDGEWOOD Kraupner Pharmacy 6686
Fresh Pond Rd Mil-Rue Chemists 6687 Fresh Pond Rd Shawn Pharmacy 3339 Wycoff Ave.�SAINT
ALBANS Vital Health Food 196-14 Linden Blvd. Mind Body & Soul 189-28 Linden
Blvd.�SUNNYSIDE Go Natural Health Food 4503 Queen Blvd �WHITESTONE GNC 153-29
Cross Island Pkwy.�AVAILABLE IN LONG ISLAND: �VALLEY STREAM Dale Drugs
531 West Merrick RD.�CORAM Yore X Drugs 1850 Route 112�EAST HAMPTONS Liggett
Drugs 39 W.Montauk HWY.�HICKSVILLE GNC #2492 481 Broadway Mall �MIDDLE ISLAND
The Natural Vitamin & Herb Source 770 Middle Country Rd �BRENTWOOD Brentwood
Pharmacy 761 Suffolk Ave # 1  �SOUTHAMPTON Southrifty Drug 54 Jagger Ln �SAG
HARBOR SAG HARBOR PHARMACY 120 Main St �EAST HAMPTON East Hampton
Pharmacy 106 N. Main St.�SELDEN Quality Pharmacy 249 Middle Country Rd  �SHOREHAM
Shoreham Drug 99 Route 25A, #1 �N. BALDWIN Natures Vitamin Spot 1211 Grand Ave.

�Relief in 3-5 days from dribbling, burning and
rushing to the toilet.  If you are considering surgery, try
this tea first.  Must work of money refunded. 99% success
rate. Helps virtually everybody quickly. The only prostate
remedy that works so well that it comes with a money-
back guarantee. Literally hundreds of delighted men
testifying on our web site:

� Doctor said to keep on drinking the tea.  Prescribed
prostate drugs did not help.  Leonard Pearcey, Wassis, NB
�I cancelled my prostate surgery. Get up once a
night.  I'm so happy not to have to face the torment of a
prostate operation and incontinence or impotency.  Albert
E. Blain, 74, Schumacher, ON �Even after TURP
prostate surgery and microwave therapy had to get up
many times.  Now down to 1-2 times. Tea is 100% better
than drugs.  Robert G. Stocker, Eustasis, FL �After 1st
year drinking tea my PSA went down to 4.5; after 2nd

year to 2.9; after 3rd year to 2.3.  I highly recommend the tea. A real life saver.  Thomas M. Thurston,
Forsyth, GA. People’s phone numbers on our website.

Frequent
BATHROOM TRIPS?
Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea #4a

#14

High Blood Pressure?

#26
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Blotter

FOREST HILLS—Police were hunt-
ing for the parents who they say kidnapped 
their eight children out of foster care cen-
ter Monday afternoon.

Shanel Nadal, 28, of Harlem, was 
visiting the children, who range from 11 
months to 11 years old, at the Forestdale 
Child Agency on 112th Street around 4 p.m. 
for a scheduled visit and took them without 
permission or authorization, police said.

Investigators said she may be travel-
ing with Nephra Payne, the father of all 
of the children, in a black 1996 Chevrolet 
Suburban with a New York licence plate 
EXZ5896.

The city Administration for Chil-
dren’s Services, which has a contract with 
the nonprofit, released a statement Tues-

day about the abduction:
“ACS and our foster care agency began 

working with the NYPD immediately after 
the mother absconded with the children 
from a visit at the foster care agency Mon-
day. Earlier today, we sought and received 
active warrants from the Manhattan Fam-
ily Court for the arrest of both parents and 
for them to produce the children to the 
Court.  We ask for the public’s assistance 
in locating the children, and appreciate 
any assistance that they can provide the 
NYPD,” the statement said.

The children, who all have the last 
name Payne, are Nephra, 11, Nephra Ceo, 
10, Nephra John, 9, Nephra Rahsul, 6, Ne-
phra Shalee, 6, Nephra Umeek, 5, Nephra 
Yahmen, 4, and Nefertiti, 11 months.

Life of victim threatened with knife in Corona: DA
CORONA — A 41-year-old man was 

arrested last week for threatening to hurt 
another person with a knife, the Queens 
district attorney’s office said.

Carlos Hemo, of 111th Street, was ar-
raigned Sept. 11 on criminal possession 
of a weapon, menacing and harassment 
charges, according to the DA’s office.

The day before, Hemo was at the cor-

ner of 114th Street and 37th Avenue and 
said to the unidentified victim that he was 
going to put a knife inside him and told 
him, “When I get out of jail, I’m going to get 
you,” the criminal complaint said.

An officer recovered a razor blade 
from Hemo’s jean pocket, according to the 
complaint.

Astorian steals wallet off the street: Brown
ASTORIA — A 33-year-old man was 

arrested last week for allegedly stealing 
a person’s wallet right off the street, the 
Queens district attorney’s office said.

Gabriel Sanchez Bautista, of 38th 
Avenue in Astoria, was arraigned on pe-
tit larceny, criminal possession of stolen 
property and harassment charges Sept. 12, 

according to the DA’s office.
The night before, a person left his wal-

let outside Bautista’s residence and the 
suspect took it and fled, the criminal com-
plaint said.

He was later apprehended by a police 
officer who retrieved the wallet back, ac-
cording to the complaint.

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Shanel Nadal (far l.) and Nephra Payne (far r.) absconded with Nefertiti (clockwise from bottom l.), 
Nephra, Nephra Ceo, Nephra Shalee, Nephra Umeek, Nephra Yahmen, Nephra John, and Nephra 
Rahsul who all have the last name of Payne, police say. Images courtesy NYPD

Parents kidnap 8 from foster care: PD
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Paying too much 
for heating oil?
If you answered yes, then you owe it to 
yourself to make a simple phone call today.

877.737.6990
petro.com

Ask how we can help you achieve 

ENERGY SAVINGS OF AT LEAST  
10% — GUARANTEED!*

Commit to saving energy 
and the environment. 
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Cannot be combined with any other offer. Subject to change without notice. Additional terms and conditions may apply. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2011 Petro. P_11415
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

New York Fashion 
Week step aside. The 
Queens Fashion Week Run-
way Gala Event pulled out 
all the stops at the York 
Performing Arts Center 
Sunday, with five new head-
turning designer lines.

Executive producer 
and designer Delali Hali-
gah, of OSUN Designs, put 
together another exciting 
runway show introducing 
up-and-coming designers 
who are making their mark 
in the industry.

Asking everyone to 
help make Queens better, 
Haligah said. “It’s all about 
making connections so 
more talented people can 
work here.”

Her mission has been 
to gradually transform the 
borough into a multicultur-
al fashion mecca, second 
only to Manhattan.

Models sashayed down 
the runway Sunday to the 
sound of electrifying music, 
wearing a medley of spring 
and fall 2011 urban chic 
designs in a variety of fab-
rics and tones — ranging 
from muted hues to bright 
splashes of turn-up-the-
volume color. Sassy plus 
sizes were spotlighted as 
well. Many styles featured 
decorative shells sewn onto 
hems and sleeves, making a 
subtle but dramatic impact 
and lending the show a Ca-
ribbean feel.

Haligah’s stand-out 
Art to Wear styles were 
simple but elegant. Eye-
catching, bold handmade 
jewelry, also on sale at the 
event, accented the design-
er pieces, as did Haligah’s 
son’s unique beads collec-
tion. At 12, he is following 
in his mother’s creative 
footsteps. They work from 
their home studio in Lau-
relton.

Michele Walden’s 
Michi Knitwear — mi-
chiknitwear.com — can be 
worn all year round.

“I incorporated spring, 
summer and fall 2011,” she 
said. “I’ve been knitting all 

my life and found out my 
niche is doing knitwear. 
No size is too small or too 
large.”

Shonetta Steele’s Royal 
Rush Designs for her 2011 
Candy Collection were in-
spired by fun, bright candy 
store colors. The Brooklyn 
designer attended the Art 
Institute of New York and 
described herself as super-
dedicated and a go-getter.

“If you want some-
thing, just go ahead and do 
it,” she said.

Steele creates her one-
of-a-kind items in her kitch-
en: pretty baubles, unusual 
handmade bags covered 
with beads, sequins, feath-
ers and faux fur. Surpris-
ingly, it took her just one 
day to complete her entire 

runway collection. Steele’s 
items are available online 
at royalrushdesign.com.

Cambria Heights glob-
al lifestyle designer Bar-
bara Garnes’ African and 
modern art-inspired home 
decor items include wash-
able tablecloths, beautiful 
tea sets, linens and kitchen 
and bath accessories. She 
also offers merchandising 
services to small business-
es.

And she said she is 
“encouraging designers 
to seek out manufacturers 
in our vicinity, and look 
to small businesses to buy 
products ... 80 percent of 
my line is produced in New 
York.”

Garnes uses a manu-
facturer in Woodside and 

gets her fabrics mostly 
from the United States, In-
donesia and India, selling 
her collection online and in 
small museum shops.

“I formed the compa-
ny to promote my lifelong 
dream of creating products 
in my own fabrics that re-
flect heritage and culture,” 
she said.

The website is so-
hedesigngroup.com.

Though the design-
ers’ visions differ, they are 
all exploring new looks for 
the contemporary woman. 
They hope, in time, that 
their hard work and signa-
ture styles will be recog-
nized.

“After all,” said Hali-
gah, “this is how they pay 
their rent.”

Queens Fashion Week Executive Director Delali Haligah (l.) and designer Michele Walden speak during 
the Queens Fashion Week Runway Gala event Sunday. Photo by Tammy Scileppi

An immature black-crowned night heron was one of many type 
of birds seen at Jamaica Bay during the fall migration. 

Photo by Michael Givant

Birds of many feathers 
fl ock to Jamaica Bay

BY MICHAEL GIVANT

Two weeks after Tropi-
cal Storm Irene brought 
drenching rain, cancel-
ing Jamaica Bay’s annual 
Shorebird Festival, my 
friend Walter and I go there 
to see the fall migration, 
which I hope will include 
shorebirds.

In marsh grass, lush 
and thick from soaking 
rains, are several great 
egrets. One walks look-
ing at the ground, its neck 
scrunched like a cane han-
dle while the other holds its 
neck high looking stately.

In the relatively empty 
West Pond there are 20 dab-
bling ducks called shov-
elers because their long, 
broad bills resemble snow 
shovels. Tilting their heads 
into the water, raising their 
rears and showing orange 
legs, they feed on aquatic 
vegetation. In the bay a 
snowy egret nicknamed 
“golden slippers,” because 
of its black legs and bright 
yellow feet, stands on black 
mud highlighting its feet, 
which are used to stir the 
muck and raise prey.

Above the bay, a her-
ring gull with head and bill 
down circles descending, 
then hesitates. It does this 
repeatedly, coming lower 
each time. Finally splash-
ing down, the gull quickly 
takes off flying low to the 
water carrying something 
in its yellow bill. Landing 
on smooth sand, it throws 
down a crab it has caught 
and begins to dismember 
and eat the unfortunate 
crustacean.

Glossy ibises, birds 

with long, down-curved 
bills are, in summer, a rus-
set brown and show some 
iridescent green. One is 
walking in dark tan grass-
es looking dark green on 
the sides and dark gray on 
its back. This could be a 
first winter glossy ibis or 
an adult non-breeding one.

Soon Walter says, 
“There’s a cormorant hang-
ing itself out to dry.”

One is standing on a 
stick in the water, its wings 
spread wide. Surrounded 
by tan and dark grasses, 
the scene looks like fall 
even though autumn is of-
ficially almost two weeks 
away.

A kingfisher with its 
spiky crest and long bill 
disappears into a tree’s 
lush foliage. We wait and 
the bird flies arrow-like at 
a 45-degree angle to the wa-
ter and back up disappear-
ing behind a bush before 
we can see if it has caught a 
fish. By some pilings in the 
bay there are three laugh-
ing gulls already in winter 
plumage. Is fall here or just 
around the corner?

On the refuge’s east 
side at Big John’s Pond, 
standing on branches just 
above the water, are what 
we will later determine 
are two immature black-
crowned night-herons. 
Watching from a blind, 
I’m amazed, as last June I 
watched an immature yel-
low-crowned night-heron in 
this same spot. Immature 
night-herons are difficult 
to identify, but these guys 
are giving us long, close 
views. We whisper so as not 
to scare them off.

Qns. Fashion Week fl aunts it
Five new lines showcased in boro runway show for up-and-comers
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Government should not make cuts to education

W
ith our nation in 
the throes of its 
worst economic 
recession since the 

Great Depression, one area 
the government cannot and 
must not cut is the field of 
education.

Our students are en-
titled to have teachers who 
are competent, profession-
al and dedicated in their 
schools, and there should 
not be any type of monetary 
reduction for education 
in our country. There al-
ready have been thousands 

of teacher layoffs across 
the country. In New York 
City, a last-minute agree-
ment averted the layoffs of 
nearly 4,100 teachers. Even 
with that agreement, there 
are going to be 2,600 fewer 
educators in the classroom 
due to retirements.

These teachers can-
not be replaced under the 
agreement, so the city pub-
lic schools are going to be 
more overcrowded than 
ever, and that is not condu-
cive to classroom instruc-
tion. In school districts 

across the country, there 
will be overcrowded class-
rooms with fewer teachers. 
This is not conducive for 
thousands of our students 
to receive a good educa-
tion.

Teachers and admin-
istrators will have to make 
due with what they have. 
They will do their best to 
see to it that each student 
receives the highest-qual-
ity mode of instruction. 
The teaching profession 
has thousands of dedicated 
teachers who will strive to 

do their best to help each 
student work to their fullest 
potential, job cuts or not.

We must give the high-
est level of support to edu-
cators and administrators 
all over this country. They 
are responsible for helping 
to shape our students and 
help prepare them for the 
uncertainties of the world.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

In a letter to the editor printed in last week’s edition, 
former Mayor Ed Koch takes issue with our Sept. 1 edito-
rial in which we criticized him for his support of conserva-
tive Republican Robert Turner, who defeated Democratic 
state Assemblyman David Weprin in the special election 
for the 9th Congressional District.

Koch faults us for what he sees as “ageism” for refer-
ring to the fact that he is 86 years old. In fact, we have great 
respect for Koch. 

But we continue to be disturbed by his support for 
Turner. Koch is the last person in the world that we ex-
pected to see backing a candidate sympathetic to the Tea 
Party. We understand and share his frustration with 
Obama and with what he sees as the president’s “hostility 
to the state of Israel.”

The endorsement of Koch made the difference in this 
election. Because of that endorsement, the 9th District will 
be represented in Washington by a man who produced the 
provocative “Jerry Springer Show” and the Rush Lim-
baugh radio show.

We question whether it is wise or ethical to support 
any candidate based on a single issue. In this particular 
case, both candidates claimed to be strong supporters of 
Israel. But Weprin’s support for Israel didn’t matter. Koch 
wanted to send a message to Obama and he was willing to 
sacrifice the 9th District in order to make his point.

It was for that reason and out of respect that we 
thought it might be time for Koch to “fade away.”

Koch writes, “Political races should be contests of 
ideas and principles, not a referendum on the age of a can-
didate’s supporter.”

Agreed, but at the same time the race for a congres-
sional seat covering parts of Queens and Brooklyn should 
not have become a referendum on one particular position 
taken by the president of the United States.

What will Koch say if Turner, who wants to slash the 
federal budget by 35 percent, stands in the way of Obama’s 
effort to create new jobs? What will he say if Turner at-
tempts to block every effort in Congress to promote ecol-
ogy and protect the environment? What will be think of 
Turner moves to kill the Department of Education and the 
Agriculture Department?

 Will the former Democratic mayor back a candidate 
with the same agenda in the next presidential election? We 
doubt it.

Koch concludes that “in China, old people are trea-
sured and respected.” That is commendable, but it is OK to 
disagree with them, right?

THE KOCH 
ENDORSEMENT
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Pledge-crazy Republicans do more harm than good to U.S.
I

f you want to know why 
so many Republicans 
say no to raising tax 
revenues, even to help 

balance the budget, it is be-
cause they have pledged al-
legiance to the Pledge.

The Tax Payer Protec-
tion Pledge is a contract 
used by the Reagan-promot-
ing group Americans for 
Tax Reform to make sure 
none of their legislators 
vote for any tax increases. 
Members sign a document, 
have it witnessed and for-
ward it to the Americans 
for Tax Reform files. Break-
ing the Pledge is used as a 
club against Republican 
legislators who waver on 
taxes.

Who are these guys? In 
1985, President Ronald Rea-
gan asked Grover Norquist 
to found a tax reduction 
advocacy group that would 
lobby for reduced taxes. It 
fit in well with Reagan’s 
philosophy of starving the 
beast. In other words, in 
theory starve the govern-
ment of tax revenue to oper-
ate and it would be forced 
to cut back on programs it 
could not fund.

Like an octopus, the 
tentacles of Americans 
for Tax Reform are every-
where today. They boast 
that 236 U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives members, 
41 U.S. senators, 13 state 
governors, five lieutenant 
governors and others have 
signed the Pledge. Names 
are listed on its website. All 
signers are Republicans, 
with the exception of three 
right-leaning Democrats.

Weekly meetings, 
chaired by Norquist, are 
attended by about 150 
elected officials, political 
activists, and movement 
leaders. Sixty-two similar 
meetings in 47 states also 
take place on a regular ba-
sis. Republican Gov. Scott 
Walker of Wisconsin, who 
refused to increase taxes 
and then went ahead and 
cut union benefits and bar-
gaining rights, is a signer 
of the Pledge. Republican 
Ohio Gov. John Kasich, 
who did the same thing in 
his state, is a signer. So are 
Reps. Michele Bachmann 
(R-Minn.) and Peter King 
(R-Massapequa Park). To 
be a good Republican, you 

have to sign the Pledge. It is 
a right of passage.

Today, Americans for 
Tax Reform has expanded 
its policy issues to include 
other Reaganesque man-
tras, such as unfettered 
international free trade, 
getting rid of unions, no 
government health care, 
cutting entitlement pro-
grams like Social Security 
and neutralizing any gov-
ernment regulation that 
hampers the operation of 
a free market society. Rea-
gan said government was 
not the solution, but the 
problem.

His philosophy was 
that government was bad 
and had to be curtailed. It 
is that same contempt for 
government that fuels the 
Republican Party, the Tea 
Party extremists and simi-
lar lobbyists today. Reagan 
is their hero and his other 
theory, “trickle-down eco-
nomics,” even though prov-
en wrong, is the rallying 
call for all Republicans.

Today, the list of Re-
publican pledges goes on: 
the Pro-Marriage Pledge; 
the Cut, Cap and Balance 

Pledge; the Kill ObamaC-
are Pledge; and the Pledge 
to Kill Planned Parent-
hood. All of these pledges 
arises from the distrust of 
elected officials to think for 
themselves and, by pledg-
ing, it makes them some-
how more accountable. As 
an adult, you know when 
you sign something you are 
liable and accountable.

Congressional leaders 
Reps. John Boehner (R-
Ohio) and Mitch McConnell 
(R-Ky.) have already stacked 
the deck by appointing six 
members who have signed 
the Norquist pledge to the 
bipartisan committee in 
charge of finding ways to 
tame the deficit. With six 
of the 12 no-tax pledgers 
in place, how do you think 
that will work out? Do you 
foresee any gridlock there?

I think pledges like this 
should be illegal. Norquist 
is not an elected official 
but a right-wing ideologue 
whose only purpose is to 
push the Reagan conserva-
tive agenda by controlling 
elected officials by coercing 
them to sign the Pledge. He 
is the power-broker sitting 

offstage, pulling the strings 
on his faithful Republicans 
by telling them how to act 
and vote.

In poll after poll, the 
American people have said 
there should be shared sac-
rifice by raising taxes on 
the wealthiest Americans. 
Warren Buffet, the wealthi-
est American, in a recent 
New York Times piece, said 
Congress should stop cod-
dling the wealthy. He and 
other wealthy Americans 
love this country and are 
grateful for the opportu-
nity this country has given 
them.

They are willing to 
pay more taxes to help our 
country recover and help 
their fellow citizens who 
are suffering. Buffet also 
pointed out that higher 
taxes have never under-
mined their willingness 
to invest and that higher 
tax rates do not hamper 
employment. He suggests 
a two-tiered approach: one 
tax rate for those making 
more than $1 million and a 
tax increase for those mak-
ing more than $10 million. 
In France, where the tax 

rate is much higher than 
ours, their wealthiest have 
just asked the government 
to raise their taxes to help 
their debt problem, too. A 
bill to do just that was con-
structed the next day.

Buffet’s letter has un-
dermined the conservative 
argument for not raising 
taxes on the wealthy. We 
now see the Pledge for what 
it is: only a commitment to 
protect greed and corpo-
rate interests, the compa-
nies that fund and back the 
Republicans.

Let’s take Buffet up 
on it. Let’s move forward 
by taxing the wealthiest 
Americans, plugging cor-
porate loopholes and dis-
continuing refunds to the 
large corporations who are 
making millions in profit 
and do not need the money. 
Evoking the Pledge not to 
raise taxes now is unpopu-
lar, unwise and not what 
the people want.

Tyler Cassell
Flushing

Keep neighborhoods whole when redistricting

O
n Sept. 7, the state Legislative 
Task Force on Demographic 
Research and Reapportion-
ment rolled into Queens. 

A strange name for a committee 
charged with the task of drawing new 
legislative district lines following the 
2010 census.

Although a majority of state 
legislators actively endorsed former 
Mayor Ed Koch’s call for an indepen-
dent legislative redistricting process, 
this is not what we got. It is unfortu-
nate that the current crop of career 
politicians now sheepishly remain 
silent.

Where are the voices that prom-
ised an independent redistricting 
commission? Of course, nowhere to 
be found now that the two parties be-

gin drawing district lines that will 
insure the re-election of these politi-
cians over the next 10 years? When we 
elect the same people time and time 
again, why should we expect different 
results?

As president of Glen Oaks Vil-
lage, a co-op that is home to 3,000 
families in eastern Queens, I testified 
before this legislative committee. I 
told them that Queens is a borough of 
diverse communities and neighbor-
hoods and it is essential that these 
neighborhoods remain intact and not 
split up in the redistricting process. 
In the past, Glen Oaks Village has 
been cut into separate legislative dis-
tricts, which has hurt our ability to 
speak with one voice and lessened the 
political potency of our residents.

I urged the committee to pay par-
ticular attention to the neighborhoods 
in which legislative district lines are 
being drawn. These are not merely 
streets and avenues, but are com-
munities of individuals whose neigh-
borhoods must remain undivided in 
the legislative redistricting process. 
Respecting the integrity of civic asso-
ciations and keeping neighborhoods 
together must be an essential com-
ponent of any redistricting process 
and must trump the political goal of 
designing election districts merely to 
re-elect incumbents.

Bob Friedrich
President

Glean Oaks Village

Irene couldn’t beat MTA

A 
thank you is in order for the more than 40,000 em-
ployees of the Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity who work for New York City Transit’s subways 
and buses, MTA Bus, the Long Island Rail Road, 

Long Island Bus, Metro-North Railroad and the Staten 
Island Rapid Transit Operating Authority (“Service re-
stored after storm,” Sept. 1).

They, along with their colleagues employed by New 
Jersey Transit, the Port Authority Trans-Hudson, the 
Staten Island Ferry and many other bus operators, worked 
around the clock to restore public transportation service.

Thanks to your efforts, several hundred thousand 
Queens residents were able to join more than 2 million 
metropolitan New York residents in returning to work in 
a timely manner.

Larry Penner
Great Neck, L.I.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
CORRECTION
An article in the Sept. 15-21 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers should have said that state Assembly candidate Phil Goldfeder raised $182,173.
An article in the Sept. 15-21 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers erroneously reported Community Board 11 District Manager Susan Seinfeld stated she 
had seen police cars driving in the wrong direction on Leith Road. The statement was actually made by Susan Elrich, a resident of Leith Road.
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T
he first public school 
in Bayside cost $360 
to build in 1842 and 
was erected on the 

farm of W.L. Titus on old 
Rocky Hill Road — now 48th 
Avenue — near present-day 
216th Street. It was known 
as the “school in District R 
in the town of Flushing.”

It served not only 
Bayside but some of the 
adjoining areas as well. 
The building committee 
also had as its members 
the well-known Effingham 
Lawrence and W.L. Titus 
families. The small, one-
room schoolhouse served 
the community for 19 
years.

The school commit-

tee in 1859 raised $1,000 to 
build a new school near the 
site of the first one, which 
was also on the Titus farm. 
The old building was sold 
and taken away to serve as 
a residence. The new school 
was listed in District 2.

In 1883, a building of 
two rooms was built near 
the site of PS 31, and in 1890 
a wing was added and an-
other teacher was added to 
the staff.

It is interesting to note 
that Bayside also had a 
Quaker school established 
in 1860, which continued 
for about 17 years — on land 
which had been donated by 
Mrs. Abraham Bell of the 
Bell family.

It might interest you 
to know that teachers were 
paid $34 to $40 a month, 
while principals could earn 
$48 to $60 per month. Work-
men were happy to receive 
$1.50 per day! A cleaning 
woman received even less.

In 1893, board mem-

bers had submitted plans 
for the construction of a 
modern building, as the 
needs of the district had 
outgrown the old building. 
Among the trustees were 
John Taylor, James Cain, 
George Bouse and William 
Ahles.

Bayside and the rest of 
the town of Flushing consol-
idated with New York City 
in 1898, and soon thereafter 
the school became known 
as PS 31.

It was not long before 
this school was rendered 
inadequate in our growing 

community, and the pres-
ent PS 31, at 211-45 46th 
Road in Bayside, was built 
on the old site.

In 1939, PS 31 was con-
structed. By then women 
were much involved, most 
notably Mrs. Ella Streeter 

and Mrs. Henry Wetting-
feld Sr., my mother-in-law.

Mrs. Henry Wetting-
feld Sr. served as secretary 
of both the Mother’s Club of 
the school and the Bayside 
Taxpayers and Improve-
ment Association and was 

involved in leading the 
cause for the urgency of 
providing the new school.

Joan Brown Wetting-
feld is a historian and free-
lance writer.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

H
ow sweet it is! That 
is, Bob Turner get-
ting elected as the 
representative for 

the 9th Congressional Dis-
trict. This is the first time 
a Republican can make that 
claim since 1923 — exactly 
88 years ago. That surely 
is a long time to wait. The 
message sent by the elector-
ate was loud and clear, to 
wit, “We are tired of being 
overtaxed and underserved 
and we just won’t take it 
any more.” The 9th District 
was the first domino to 
fall. If our current electeds 
don’t get the message, can 
the other dominos be far 

behind?
While the New York 

Post and Daily News en-
dorsed Turner, not one lo-
cal Queens newspaper did 
that I am aware of. They 
all either endorsed Weprin 
or indicated that in their 
opinion, Weprin was the 
best candidate.

All that is, except me. 
I was the Queens news-
paper Lone Ranger. My 
own newspaper printed a 
disclaimer under my last 
pro-Turner column, say-
ing it was not endorsing 
candidates in the Sept. 13 
elections. It would seem the 
reason a Turner win hap-
pened against all odds was 
perhaps because the people 
wanted a more transparent, 
beneficial change for their 
district. They got together 
and worked hard to make it 
happen. It can be done. Men 
can move mountains with 
the right incentive.

Why was I, a commit-
tee of one, able to read and 
predict the mood of the elec-
torate? Why were the more 
seasoned political opera-
tives blind to the signs, or 
was it that they just did not 
want to see what was self-
evident? Were they perhaps 
overly confidant that after 
88 Years of Democratic rule 
they assumed the district 
was theirs for life?

A lesson to be learned 
is that the people want 
change. The same old, same 
old political rhetoric just 
won’t cut it any more. They 
want to see positive spend-
ing of their tax dollars on 
items that also benefit the 
hardworking Americans 
and not see their hard-
earned dollars spent on the 
unwilling, nonproductive 
citizens and non-citizens liv-
ing with their entitlement 
mentality, which spans a 
number of generations in 

some families. The money 
spent on non-contributors 
could be put to better use 
on infrastructure, schools, 
hospitals, etc.

That is not to say 
that some of us need and 
deserve a helping hand, 
depending upon circum-
stances beyond many peo-
ple’s control. The help is 
intended to help people get 
over their hard times. It 
was never intended to be a 
multi-generational crutch 
for life. If people are trained 
to be productive and able to 
perform a decent wage job, 
they will not find it prefer-
able to get less money for 
doing nothing. There is a 
lot of personal satisfaction 
in getting adequately paid 
for a job well done.

It’s your money. De-
mand transparent account-
ability. Don’t allow yourself 
to be baited with the class 
envy tactic, “tax the rich” 

mantra. What has made 
our country so great in the 
past was that everyone had 
the opportunity to work 
and prosper and eventually 
buy a house or business or 
get an education. In how 
many other countries does 
everyone have the same 
equal opportunities we do?

Don’t let anyone take 
or erode away your rights 
as an American citizen. 
Fight for your rights while 
you still can.

One way to accom-
plish this is to elect people 
to political office who feel 
the same way that you do. 
There are many good guys 
and gals out there on both 
sides of the aisle. Seek them 
out and support them. It 
takes work and you must be 
willing to get involved. Oth-
erwise, if you do nothing, 
you can hardly complain.

A good place to start 
is to recruit and encour-

age young people. You will 
be surprised at how intro-
spective so many of them 
are. Share your knowledge 
and help them learn how to 
take charge of their future 
and ours as they will be in 
control of our world in the 
not-too-distant future. En-
courage and support them. 
Sharing works. Try it.

It would seem we have 
beaten this political issue 
to death, so I will leave you 
with these parting words: 
“What man can conceive, 
man can achieve.”

We look forward to 
hearing from you with in-
formation on people, par-
ties and politics or gossip. 
I like receiving your voice-
mail at 718-767-6484, faxes 
at 718-746-0066 and e-mails 
at deerrichard@aol.com.

Don’t forget to check 
out the Focus on Queens 
page.

Till next week, Dee.

People send loud message by electing Turner to Congress

Joan 
Brown 

Wettingfeld 
n

Our History

Students leave PS 31 in Bayside. The can school trace its history back to the early 1840s.

Bayside school PS 31 started out way back in 1842
Teachers were 
paid $34 to $40 
a month, while 

principals could 
earn $48 to $60 

per month.
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Martin Luther King spoke at S. Jamaica church in ’62

O
n Sept. 5, 1962, five 
volunteers emerged 
from a giant space 
chamber at Republic 

Aviation in Farmingdale, 
L.I. Among them was 
23-year-old Michael Bloom 
of Fresh Meadows.

These human guinea 
pigs had spent 14 days 
breathing nothing but oxy-
gen. Michael and the others 
put in 10-hour days while 
running through a total of 
683 physical and psycho-
logical tests. The tests were 
done on behalf of NASA, 
which hoped to find a sin-
gle gas to be used in Project 
Gemini and future manned 

space projects.
●

The Port Authority 
had set a target date of 1967 
for converting LaGuardia 
Airport to land jet aircraft. 
The conversion would ex-
tend existing runways into 
the East River. But in Sep-
tember 1962, Eastern Air-
lines was awaiting delivery 
of Boeing jets, which could 
safely land and take off 
from the existing airport 
runways. Mohawk Airlines 
also had ordered jets from 
the British Aircraft Corp., 
which could operate from 
LaGuardia and land on 
even shorter runways in 

the upstate area serviced 
by the airline.

Donald K. Carson, a 
striking Eastern Airlines 
flight engineer, appeared 
before the Federal Aviation 
Agency to explain how he 
made photographs of pilots 
reading and sleeping while 
their planes were carrying 
passengers in flight. The 
pictures were released for 
publication to aid the cause 
of the striking flight engi-
neers. They caused a furor 
in official aviation circles. 
Najeeb A. Halaby, the FAA 
administrator, said the 
photographs were “being 
intensely investigated.”

●

On Sept. 20, 1962, the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. spoke at a freedom 
rally at Calvary Baptist 
Church in South Jamaica. 
The rally was picketed by 
followers of John Patler, 

the self-styled leader of the 
American National Party, 
a party of white suprema-
cists.

They carried signs 
saying “King Go Home” 
and “Stop Pushing White-
men.” King spoke of the 
necessity of admitting 
James Meredith into the 
University of Mississippi 
or “the cause of Southern 
integrationists will be set 

back many years.” He went 
on to say that “the struggle 
for complete integration is 
gaining despite obstacles 
and nothing can stop it … 
not even the burning of our 
churches.”

●

Thousands of Oregon 
Pine piles were being driv-
en deep into the marshy 
earth of Flushing Meadow, 
a former garbage dump, to 
support the billions of dol-
lars of construction for the 
1964-65 World’s Fair. More 
than 600 men scrambled 
“like ants” over the excava-
tion mounds at the site.

Sweeping new strips of 
highway were being built 
to connect the expected 70 
million visitors to the fair 
with thruways, air termi-
nals or piers. There were 
less than 600 days to the 
scheduled opening.

Robert Moses — in the 

Long Island Star-Journal’s 
words, an “autocratic czar 
of the biggest exhibition 
ever planned in the history 
of the world” — ordained, 
“Every participant must 
keep up with the time sched-
ule. The calendar is all-im-
portant now. Management 
has to be frank about plau-
sible excuses and smooth 
explanations for delays and 
it cannot accept substitutes 
for performance.”

Sixty-eight countries 
planned pavilions, and all 
50 states were expected to 
be represented at the fair.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

The Port Authority 
had set a target 

date of 1967 
for converting 

LaGuardia Airport 
to land jet craft.

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

M
any years ago, I 
heard the word 
“hubris” for the 
first time and, as 

someone who enjoys words, 
I learned what it meant. 
Overweening pride, pre-
sumption and arrogance 
are probably good defini-
tions.

I was reminded of 
that recently and of some-
thing else. The other re-
membrance was about an 
essay by Joseph Addison, 
the 18th-century English 

writer and politician. It is 
entitled “The Mountain of 
Misery.” I read it either in 
fifth- or sixth-grade in a 
book of literature elemen-
tary school students were 
given to read.

In those days, the early 
knowledge of the work of 
literary giants of all coun-
tries was not considered 
too much of an intellectual 
hazard for 10-, 11- or 12-year-
olds. Indeed, the stories and 
essays in these “readers” 
served to introduce us to 
good writing style.

Addison wrote that the 
deity called a congregation 
of all the world’s people to 
meet on a vast plain. They 
were to bring their single 
greatest misery and place it 
upon a pile, which grew to 
gigantic size. Once placed 
there, that misery was 

gone.
There was a catch: 

Each person had to walk 
away with another misery 
to live with. It is not an Ad-
disonian phrase, but “No 
free lunch” might be to-
day’s moral of the tale.

I realized early on that 
I had hubris about my abil-
ity to walk and enjoy walk-
ing long distances. Not long 
after my U.S. Army duty, I 
visited an Army buddy who 
lived on Crescent Street in 
Long Island City. I walked 
there and back on a Satur-
day or two from my par-
ents’ home on 57th Avenue, 
south of Queens Boulevard 
in Elmhurst.

When I was gainfully 
employed and worked near 
Union Square, I would fre-
quently walk to Lincoln 
Center or a midtown venue 

to meet Elaine for dinner 
and an opera, concert or 
play.

Time takes its toll and 
my great walking days are 
over, although I still ven-
ture out on foot. But, when 
I consider the problems 
that presents, I pause and 
think of “The Mountain of 
Misery” and decide — as 
so many did on that great 
plain in Addison’s essay 
— that the problem I know 
might be easier to live with 
than someone else’s prob-
lem.

My Modern Library 
edition of Goethe’s “Faust” 
has a translation, in the 
original metres of the po-
etry, by Bayard Taylor, an 
important literary figure 
in the United States in the 
mid-19th century. It was 
considered great in its 
time, but many critics to-
day would disagree with 
that assessment. I have al-
ways remembered Taylor’s 
rendering of the words of 
the dying Faust, as his life 
is about to end: “Ah, still de-
lay! Thou art so fair!”

I have been most fortu-
nate in my life, so I would 
agree with the words of the 
dying Faust. But I agree 

even more with what fol-
lows.

On the occasion of a 
tribute to him for his 80th 
birthday last year, Stephen 
Sondheim gave a brief 
speech. He thanked the 
performers and audience 
and quoted Alice Roosevelt 
Longworth, Teddy’s smart, 
outspoken oldest child: 
“First you’re young, then 
you’re middle-aged, then 
you’re wonderful.” Sond-
heim added, “This was won-
derful — thank you all.”

Which shows what a 
good New York City liberal 
arts education can do for 
young — and now wonder-
ful — minds.

Ah, still delay! 
Thous art so fair!

Words of the dying Faust

Be mindful of hubris as you make your way through life
Kenneth 
Kowald 

n

I Sit And 
Look Out

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/timesledger
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14 Community Board 4 complies lengthy project wish list
Recommends construction of several large projects including new police station and public library

BY REBECCA HENELY

A brand new reference 
library and a new home for 
the 110th Precinct tops the 
wish list for Community 
Board 4, which approved 
its fiscal year 2013 capital 
and expense priorities last 
week.

“Everything passed 
the way I presented it,” CB 
4 District Manager Richard 
Italiano said.

The board, which en-
compasses the neighbor-
hoods of Elmhurst and 
Corona, chose 39 capital 
projects and 25 expense 
priorities in its list of bud-
get recommendations at its 
monthly meeting Sept. 13. 
Consistent with the com-
munity board’s role as a 
recommending body, the 
list represents and ranks 
what the board wants to see 
happen.

“It’s a tough fiscal 
time, so we’ll see what 
we’re going to get out of it,” 

Italiano said.
The first priority for 

CB 4’s capital budget, which 
includes specific projects 

meant for infrastructure 
and public-facility use, is a 

new reference library to be 
located around 108th Street 
and Corona Avenue,  a com-
mercial spot in a dense resi-
dential area.

Next, the board wants 
to construct a new facil-
ity for the 110th Precinct. 
The NYPD office is cur-
rently at 94-41 43rd Ave. in 
Elmhurst.

Some of the capital 
projects requested by the 
board are less flashy, like 
repairing the sewers in 
the district. CB 4 wants the 
sewer system to be upgrad-
ed and reconstructed along 
Queens Boulevard from the 
Long Island Expressway to 
the CSX railroad line near 
74th Street.

Other areas identified 
for sewer rehabilitation are 
Junction Boulevard from 
the Long Island Express-
way to Roosevelt Avenue, 
57th Avenue from Queens 
Boulevard to 99th Street, 
Horace Harding Express-
way from 108th Street to 

Queens Boulevard and 
111th Street from Corona 
Avenue to Roosevelt Av-
enue.

The other 34 projects 
encompass a multitude of 
rehabilitation efforts, such 
as reconstructing Louis 
Simione Park on Lewis 
Avenue between 101st and 
102nd streets and various 
streets and triangles in the 
area. The board also has re-
quests far down the line for 
additional police resources 
and a new police precinct 
dedicated solely to Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park.

CB 4 also itemized 25 
expense budget requests, 
which are for services the 
district needs. The high-
est priorities include ex-
panding and enhancing 
the board’s tree pruning 
contract, hiring additional 
building inspectors and a 
study of the current zon-
ing regulations within the 
district.

BY JOE ANUTA

Educators at LaGuar-
dia Community College 
dedicated an academic hall 
last Thursday to former 
state Sen. Serphin Maltese, 
a man who worked with 
lawmakers across the aisle 
and who has a lot in com-
mon with the students at 
the college.

“Serph Maltese is old-
school,” said Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), who 
spoke at the dedication. “He 
goes back to a time when 
things were bipartisan and 
cooperative.”

Maltese, a Republi-
can, was elected in 1989 to 
the 15th Senate District, 
currently held by Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach), and represented 
neighborhoods ranging 
from Howard Beach up 
through Maspeth and Mid-
dle Village.

Now his name sits per-

manently above a doorway 
on the fourth floor of a con-
verted warehouse at 29-10 
Thompson Ave. in Long Is-
land City that used to house 
the Sunshine Biscuit Co.

Maltese secured $76 
million in funding for La-
Guardia Community Col-
lege during his tenure as 
senator, though it did not 
even lie in his district. 
Much of that money went 
toward the academic hall 
named in his honor, which 
is hung with historic politi-
cal memorabilia and con-
tains a student lounge and 
two classrooms.

As a second-generation 
immigrant, Maltese funded 
the school to give an oppor-
tunity to his constituents, 
many of whose parents 
were not born in the coun-
try just like his.

“We have a kinship. 
The countries may be dif-
ferent ... but we needed an 
opportunity to excel in the 

greatest country in the 
world,” he said.

Maltese’s grandpar-
ents and father came on a 
boat from Italy and settled 
on the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan shortly after 
the turn of the century.

Like many hardscrab-
ble tales of the American 

Dream, after attending 
public schools Maltese 
worked a day job to support 
his family and put himself 
through night school at 
Manhattan College.

Maltese, who eventu-
ally became head of the 
Queens Republican Party, 
was the first in this fam-

ily to graduate from a uni-
versity. He also graduated 
from law school at Ford-
ham University through 
the state Regents Scholar-
ship Program and lived off 
the GI Bill.

It was the opportunity 
provided by affordable city 
colleges that accepted any-
one with a high school di-
ploma and city scholarship 
opportunities that made 
Maltese’s success possible. 
And he made sure others 
could do it as well.

“We need to make sure 
immigrants can get an edu-
cation for life and make it 
even better for their sons 
and daughters,” he said.

Maltese came from 
humble origins, and even 
after he was elected to the 
state Legislature, he re-
tained his modesty.

“Every individual in 
this room knows this man 
as Serph,” said Jay Hersh-
enson, a senior vice chan-

cellor at the school and sec-
retary for the CUNY board.

Maltese’s former col-
leagues — many Democrats 
— also had warm words for 
the former lawmaker.

Along with Gianaris, 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-St. 
Albans) fondly recalled his 
dealings with Maltese dur-
ing his first days as a state 
legislator, and later the 
community projects they 
worked on together. Former 
Borough President Claire 
Shulman, U.S. Rep. Caro-
lyn Maloney (D-Astoria) 
and County Clerk Audrey 
Pheffer all recalled work-
ing with Maltese as well.

“This is so fitting, 
proper and perfect for Serph 
Maltese,” Pheffer said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

CB 4 has requested a new facility for the 110th Precinct, located in Elmhurst, as part of its capital bud-
get wishlist.

LaGuardia College names academic hall for Maltese

Former state Sen. Serphin Maltese reacts to seeing a plaque bear-
ing his name above a doorway at LaGuardia Community College. 

Photo by Joe Anuta
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complex at 20th Avenue and 
Shore Boulevard.

While representatives 
from the company said they 
were willing to enter into 
a memorandum of under-
standing with the commu-
nity, promising they would 
not increase their overall 
emissions despite request-
ing a state Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion permit that would al-
low them to do so, Simotas 
said a memorandum is not 
sufficient.

“We don’t support any-
thing that will net an over-
all increase in emissions,” 
Simotas said.

USPowergen has long 
been planning a project to 
retire its oldest generating 
unit, which also happens to 
be closest to the residences 
on Shore Boulevard, and 
replace it with a 410-mega-
watt Siemens H-series mod-
ern combined cycle unit at 
a defunct oil yard closer 
to the center of the Con 
Edison complex. The new 
unit will be able to recycle 
heat through heat recovery 
steam generators. USPow-
ergen will also be capping 
emissions on its three other 
units.

“We remain unwaver-
ing in our commitment to 
reduce emissions as part of 
this project,” John Reese, 
USPowergen senior vice 
president, said in a state-
ment.

Despite the effort to be 
more green, the company 
has still requested a per-
mit to increase the over-
all amount of pollutants it 

is allowed to emit. Reese 
said in an interview with 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
earlier this month this was 
due to the DEC changing its 
emissions caps so that they 
are specific to units rather 
than to the facility as a 
whole. USPowergen said if 
one of its units is temporar-
ily incapacitated, it would 
want to use the remaining 
units to make up the differ-
ence.

The permit had previ-
ouslyprompted state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) to pull his support days 
after endorsing the project 
at a public hearing.

Simotas, a former 
lawyer, said that while US-
Powergen had agreed to 
enter into a memorandum 
of understanding with the 
community, that was not 
acceptable because the com-
munity would be expected 
to police emissions and pos-
sibly bring them to court if 
the plant violates the agree-

ment in the future.
“Agreements are great 

as long as people are abid-
ing by them, but way too of-
ten people don’t,” Simotas 
said.

Nevertheless, the as-
semblywoman said she 
thought USPowergen does 
not have negative inten-
tions and that the DEC 
would be better at policing 
the plant than the neigh-
borhood.

“I will certainly sug-
gest to [DEC] that it’s they 
who have to be flexible, 
not the community,” Simo-
tas said. “Something has to 
give here.”

Reese said the compa-
ny has requested the permit 
comment period be extend-
ed to Oct. 11 to work out a 
plan to fix the problem.

To comment, contact 
DEC by mail at 625 Broad-
way, 4th Floor, Albany, NY 
12233-1750, by phone at 518-
486-9955 or by e-mail at sm-
tomasi@gw.dec.state.ny.us.

ly hung out with Murphy 
on the basketball court, re-
membered her as a friendly 
person who would never 
hang with a rough crowd.

“She had this loving 
personality. She was a jok-
er,” she said.

Tanaisha Williams, 
Murphy’s sister, echoed 
this sentiment when she 
gave an eulogy at the ser-
vice. Williams broke down 
several times in front of the 
overflowing crowd  as she 
talked about Murphy.

“My sister was fear-
less,” she said. “My sister 
was everything to me.”

More than 200 people 
attended the service and 
many of the people spoke 
about seeking peace in the 
community. Although po-
lice had not made an arrest 
in the case as of press time 
Tuesday, investigators 
were looking into whether 
or not gang violence played 
a part in her death.

Investigators said ten-

sions between young ten-
ants of the Grant Houses 
and the nearby Manhat-
tanville Houses might have 
caused the shooting. 

Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly said two suspects, 
Tyshawn Brockington, 21, 
and Robert Cartagena, 20, 
were being sought in con-
nection with the homicide, 
but NYPD representatives 
would not comment about 
the investigation. 

Abdul Mohmammed, 
a member of the Nation of 
Islam, who spoke at the ser-
vice, said the youth in the 
neighborhood should learn 
from Murphy’s death and 
stand up against violence.

“Don’t let her life go in 
vain,” he said.

The teen’s friends said 
they were disgusted with 
the violence and were try-
ing to come to terms with 
Murphy’s murder. Destany 
Mitchell, 17, said she and 
her peers were fed up with 
the eye-for-an-eye culture 
and want to make a change, 
but she was unsure how 
they could effectively bring 
an end to the violence.

“There is no way we 

can stop it. I can just pray,” 
she said.

Later that night, 
mourners gathered at a 
makeshift memorial at 
Queensbridge for a can-
dlelight vigil to teach the 
youth at the housing proj-
ect to live in peace.

“Too many parents 
are out here hurting,” said 
Queensbridge resident and 
video producer Suga Ray. 
“Chicken was powerful. 
We can unite the city from 
Queensbridge to Harlem to 
Brooklyn.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
also pressed for action 
against violence among the 
city’s youth in the form of 
tighter gun control laws 
during a breakfast in Har-
lem Sunday. 

“It has been decades 
where we have been fight-
ing Washington for sen-
sible laws controlling guns 
and we need those laws 
passed and we need them 
passed now. We’re losing 
too many people out in the 
streets,” he said to a cheer-
ing crowd.

ies open seven days a week 
until 9:30 p.m., replacing 
faded signs, repairing pot-
holes, increasing person-
nel for the city Department 
of Buildings and increas-
ing the city Parks Depart-
ment’s maintenance and 

repair employees. 
CB 3 also voted to ap-

prove a five-year variance 
for a Getty gas station on 
Astoria Boulevard and 
101st Street that had let its 
variance lapse for 17 years, 
and voted against two news-
stands proposed for the cor-
ner of 37th Avenue and 73rd 
Street in Jackson Heights. 
Board members and local 
business owners alike said 

the area was too congested 
and would be a magnet 
for graffiti, and there are 
stores that sell similar 
items found at newsstands 
in the district.

“The installation of a 
newsstand does not add an 
additional service,” said 
CB 3 member Stephen Kul-
hanek.

Continued from Page 1

Funeral
Continued from Page 1

Simotas

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas rejected a plan by USPowergen 
for a green upgrade of its Astoria plant, located on the Con Edison 
complex (pictured), as the plan calls for a permit that would allow 
it to increase its emissions. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Continued from Page 2

CB 3

Get your Queens news on  
Facebook: facebook.com/timesledger

Shana Tova
from New York State Senator Jose Peralta
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PUT YOUR HEART 
INTO MORE THAN 
JUST A WORKOUT

EXPERIENCE THE Y
DOWNLOAD A FREE 
ONE-DAY PASS AT 
YMCANYC.ORG 
CALL (212) 630-YMCA 
FOR DETAILS

JOIN THE Y NOW AND 
PAY NO JOINER’S FEE

OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 24
SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 9
12-4PM

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. 
We work to eliminate all barriers to 
full participation. Ask at any Y about 
the Financial Assistance program.

JOIN YOUR Y
Cross Island Y
Flushing Y
Jamaica Y
Long Island City Y
Ridgewood Y

(718) 479-0505
(718) 961-6880
(718) 739-6600
(718) 392-7932
(212) 912-2180

Waste Management produces enough 
renewable energy to power over 
1 million homes, simply by making 
energy from waste. In addition 
to our waste-to-energy plants 
that use trash as clean-burning,
renewable fuel, we capture 
methane from our landfills 
to generate heat and electricity.  
We plan to double waste-based
energy production by 2020, 
further tapping the power 
of waste as a resource.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Waste Equals Energy 

BY REBECCA HENELY

A 61-year-old Manhattan man was ar-
rested Saturday after he allegedly struck a 
65-year-old South Ozone Park cricket um-
pire in East Elmhurst last Thursday, then 
drove off leaving the man to die, police 
said.

Luis Narvaez, of West 109th Street, 
has been charged with leaving an accident 
resulting in death and tampering with evi-
dence, police said.

Jerry Kishun Jr., 34, the son and 
namesake of the victim, said that while he 
still finds himself waiting for his father to 
come home at night, the arrest has brought 
a degree of closure.

“It was a lot easier when it came time 
for me to close my dad’s coffin,” Kishun Jr. 
said.

Kishun Jr., who lived with his father 
on 134th Place near 135th Avenue, said his 
father was driving to work at a restaurant 
depot early Thursday morning when he got 
into the accident that led to his death.

Kishun, who was driving a white Mit-
subishi Galant, had gotten into an accident 
early Thursday morning with another car 
of unknown make and model near the 82nd 

Street exit off the Grand Central Parkway, 
police said. When Kishun got out of his car, 
he was allegedly struck by Narvaez, who 
was driving a black Lincoln, police said.

After Kishun was struck, both Nar-
vaez and the driver of the unknown vehi-
cle allegedly drove away, police said. The 
NYPD was alerted to the situation at 4:54 
a.m. and found Kishun unconscious and 
unresponsive. EMS brought Kishun to 
Elmhurst General Hospital, where he was 
pronounced DOA, police said.

Narvaez was arrested Saturday, po-
lice said.

Kishun Jr. said he had heard the man 
was already out on a $10,000 cash bail.

He said his father, a Guyanese immi-
grant, was well-respected in the communi-
ty. He had been an insurance salesman in 
the West Indies before moving to America, 
where he worked at minimum wage jobs. 
Nevertheless, he loved to work and provid-
ed both for his wife and two younger chil-
dren in New York, as well as his two older 
daughters in Florida.

“He did what he can for anyone, for 
everyone, regardless if he was a stranger 
or someone he’s known all his life,” Kishun 
Jr. said.

South Ozone Park umpire dies 
after GCP hit-and-run accident
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Purchase These Vouchers
Exclusively AT: www.BoroDeal.com

$25.00
$50

Dinner and a movie is a date night tradition. 
Give your wallet a break the next time you honor 
this custom with today’s deal from Digital Door-
step: $25 gets you two AMC Gold Experience™ 
movie tickets and a free $50 Restaurant.com Gift 
Card to use at participating restaurants—a $50 
total retail value!

Your Restaurant.com Gift Card gives you the 
choice of thousands of establishments, includ-
ing local eateries and nationwide chains. Head to 
your local AMC® theatre after dinner to take in a 
blockbuster on opening night or to catch an inde-
pendent flick. Your two AMC Gold Experience™ 
tickets are valid at any AMC Theatres® location 
nationwide.

Save your next date night with today’s deal for 
a Restaurant.com Gift Card and AMC Gold Experi-
ence™ movie tickets from Digital Doorstep!

The Perfect Date Night 
from Digital Doorstep

Your two AMC Gold Experience™ 
movie tickets are valid at 

AMC Theatres® 
locations nationwide.

Your free $50 Restaurant.com Gift 
Card is valid at thousands of res-

taurants around the country.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, S

EP
T. 

22
-2

8,
 2

01
1 

WE

18

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“I realized as a young child my greatest pleasure was to help 
people in need – the elderly, the young, and the injured. It’s a 
gift from God that I’ll never take for granted. Not surprisingly, 
I became a nurse. When it came to choosing a hospital, there 
was only one place to call home – Calvary. It’s where I strive to 
bring comfort and laughter to dying patients and their families. 
Calvary encourages me to handle fear and loneliness with hope, 
happiness and hugs. Speaking Spanish fluently also helps me 
with Latino patients and families. My rewards each day are 
smiles of joy and knowing that my patients need me. Being a 
nurse at Calvary – what better gift from God can anyone ask?”

– Andrea Mejia, LPN

“I was born to be a nurse at Calvary.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Member FDIC

www.ridgewoodbank.com

To make an appointment 
or meet Maria at one of 

our Ridgewood branches, 
call 347-537-9569.

meet your 
friendly neighborhood 
mortgage consul t ant!

Forest Hills – 107-55 Queens Boulevard
Bensonhurst – 7124 18th Avenue  Sheepshead Bay – 2520 East 17th Street
Baldwin Harbor – 835 Atlantic Avenue  Bellmore – 2080 Bellmore Avenue
Garden City Park – 2435 Jericho Turnpike

Queens:
Brooklyn:

Nassau:

   Housing Programs

   

No one knows mortgages better than . 
It’s Maria’s passion to help you find the right financing to 
make your dream of owning a home come true.

(NMLS ID# 646650)

Glendale teen charged 
with attempted murder

BY JOE ANUTA

Police arrested a 
19-year-old man Friday sus-
pected of shooting a teen-
ager two years younger in 
Ridgewood earlier this 
month.

Tommy Gomez, of 
81-04 78th Ave. in Glen-
dale, and four other men 
approached a 17-year-old 
near the corner of Cypress 
Avenue and Bleeker Street 
Sept. 9 at around 11:15 p.m., 
the NYPD said.

Gomez allegedly pulled 
out a handgun and shot the 
teen in the stomach once 
before fleeing the scene 
and entering 17-03 Himrod 
St. three blocks away, the 

NYPD said.
The victim was taken 

to Elmhurst Hospital and 
was listed in stable condi-
tion, the NYPD said.

Cops rounded up the 
other four men who were 
allegedly at the scene, but 
could not locate Gomez.

The NYPD released a 
photo of Gomez last Thurs-
day.

A day later, police 
located him in the 113th 
Precinct, at the residence 
of one of the alleged ac-
complices who had already 
been arrested.

He was charged with 
attempted murder, gang 
assault and possession of a 
weapon, police said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Tommy Gomez was charged with attempted murder in con-
nection with a Ridgewood shooting earlier this month. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

Eastern Queens Alliance to 
host free environmental film 

screenings
The Eastern Queens Alliance will begin its monthly 

screening and discussion of environmental films June 23 
with the film “Homo Toxicus.”

Subsequent films will be screened on the fourth 
Thursday of every month. Films will be shown from 7:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the Idlewild Park Science Learning 
Center Trailer, at 149-20 Springfield Lane in Springfield 
Gardens.

For preregistration and more information, call 347-
824-2301 or email info@easternqueensalliance.org.
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The Queens County Farm Museum held the 29th-annual County Fair 
Saturday. (Clockwise from top l.) Keha McIlwaine stacks vegetables at 
the farmers market; Miriam McGovern (l.) holds a furry friends for her 
son Joseph; Avery Aulicino takes a ride on a pony; Cassandra Molina 
of Bellerose enjoys the petting zoo; children cheer on the pig races; 
piglets swim towards the finish line during a competition; and Ellie 
Jade Pernett shows off her face paint. Photos by Christina Santucci
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

Wide Variety of
Slipcovers & Reupholstery Fabrics

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS 
THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Wood Blinds by Hunter Douglas
 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Shutters by Hunter Douglas
 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Privacy Sheers
 
 

Luminette® with Power Glide

 Literise®
 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Decor® with Literise®
 Brillance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Custom Draperies
 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

 Verticals by Hunter Douglas
 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Shadings by Hunter Douglas
 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings

 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Honeycomb Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertaglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Horizontal Blinds by
   Hunter Douglas
 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Window Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

A Hunter Douglas Centurion 
Dealer

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Custom Radiator 
Covers

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient 17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393
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1My Community Free Checking is available for personal accounts only and is free of maintenance and activity fees. My Community Free Checking Accounts with a Visa® check card are automatically enrolled in the
Even >more Rewards Program. 2Even >more Rewards program applies to the My Community Free Checking Account. Restrictions apply. 3No monthly service charges apply. A separate fee applies to optional services
such as Money HQ®. Please talk to a branch representative or ask for our fee schedule for more details.

©2011 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC     Equal Housing Lender

My Community    
Free Checking

> UNLIMITED Check Writing

> NO Minimum Balance

> NO Monthly Service Fee

> EVEN >MORE® Rewards2

Points

> FREE e-Statements

Access your account via:
> FREE Online Banking and 

Bill Pay3

> FREE ATM/Visa® check card

www.myNYCB.com 718-448-7272
My Life... My Community... My Bank

1



TO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DINING

BY ARLENE MCKANIC

Lourds Lane and her latest multimedia work, “Chix 6,” is headed for Broadway. 
But first, she’s going to Queens Theatre in the Park on Sept. 27. 

“I’m so thrilled!” she said. “I can’t wait for it to go up.”
Lane, a Queens native and Harvard graduate, was raised on 169th Street and 

Hillside Avenue in Jamaica. A violin prodigy, she was 6 or 7 years old when she 
played Carnegie Hall and started traveling the world with a youth orchestra be-
fore trading her acoustic violin for an electric one. She founded her own band, 
Lourds, an underground band that packed clubs across the country. “It was a 

fun time,” she said. But labels had trouble with pigeonholing her music.
“The labels couldn’t put it into a box. It didn’t make sense to them,” Lane 

said. “But it makes sense in a Broadway show.”
“Chix 6” is a combination of “Rent” and Cirque du Soleil meets 

“Rocky Horror Picture Show”. “It’s a feast for all your senses.”
Lane wrote the book, music and lyrics to “Chix 6,” with con-

tributions by director D.J. Salisbury. The story is about a comic 
book artist named Katie who creates superheroines. When 

she and her rocker boyfriend break up, her five superhero-
ines come to life and teach her how to love herself.

“I always liked the concept of superheroes un-
leashing personal power and exploding,” Lane said. 

“All of us have a superhero within themselves. 
And for Katie, it’s about finding her own 

inner superhero. It’s definitely a family 
show. Anyone can relate to it.”

The cast and crew are top 
notch, with Aldo Scrofani 
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Continued on Page 25

Lourds Lane

JIMMY HEATH PLAYING
LINCOLN CENTER

See Page 24
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BY RAPHAEL SUGARMAN

His son Mtume gave 
him the Swahili name 
Tayari, which translates as 
“ready.”

The name was no acci-
dent. The young man knew 
that his famous dad was a 
dynamo — as a musician, 
composer, arranger, teach-
er and no doubt, as a father 
as well. 

For most of his 85 
years, Queens resident 
Jimmy Heath has been con-
sidered royalty in the jazz 
world, not only because of 
his virtuosity on the alto 
and tenor saxophones, but 
also because of the expanse 
and diversity of his work.

The Heath Brothers 
produced a dozen record-
ings, from 1975 to 2008, 
with Jimmy on sax, and his 
brothers Percy on bass and 
Albert (“Tootie”) on the 
drums.

Since 1948, Jimmy has 
also played on the record-

ings of more than 100 other 
musicians. He played with 
Miles and Dizzy, Dinah 
Washington and Cannon-
ball Adderley, Freddie Hub-
bard and Errol Garner, Milt 
Jackson and Sonny Roll-
ins, Thelonious Monk and 
Nancy Wilson. And with 
his own son 
Mtume, who 
took up the 
family busi-
ness.

H e a t h 
has composed about 90 
tunes as well as a dozen 
extended compositions, 
which premiered in con-
cert halls from Queens to 
Birmingham, Manhattan 
to Montreal.

His music has earned 
dozens of honors and 
awards, including three 
Grammy nominations.

On Saturday, Sept. 24, 
Heath and Jon Hendricks 
will be the featured per-
formers at Jazz at Lincoln 
Center’s opening night 

in the Rose Theater. He 
will play with the current 
16-piece Jimmy Heath Big 
Band, which includes trum-
peters Sean Jones and Ter-
ell Stafford, and drummer 
Lewis Nash, among others.

The encyclopedic 
Heath will kick-off the eve-
ning with a pre-concert dis-
cussion at 7 p.m., before the 
8 p.m. concert. The show 
will also highlight guest 
performers Dianne Reeves, 
Bobby McFerrin, and Sa-
chal Vasandani.

The concert coincides 
with the publication of 
Heath’s autobiography, “I 
Walked With Giants,” co-
authored by Joseph McLar-
en. Bill Cosby wrote the 

foreword for the memoir 
and JACL’s artistic direc-
tor, Wynton Marsalis, the 
introduction.

“I don’t call myself a 
giant,” Heath said despite 
his prodigious output. In 
an interview, he said that 
the book’s title is a product 
of his own 5-foot-3 height, 
as well as the demeanor of 
many of the musical giants 
with whom he has worked. 

“I know a lot of musi-
cians who are very hum-
ble,” he said. “Coltrane was 
a very humble man, so was 
Dizzy Gillespie. I want to be 
in that group.”

Heath is part of the 
host of great jazz musicians 
who made their home in 
Corona. 

“I lived about four or 
five blocks from Pops,” 
he said, referring to the 
enshrined home of the be-
loved Louis Armstrong. 

Cannonball Adderley 
was also a neighbor, as was 

Answers in Sports

Continued on Page 26

Jimmy Heath, legendary jazz 
saxophonist, has played with 
nearly all of the greatest jazz 
musicians of the last 50 years, 
including Dizzie Gillespie, 
Miles Davis, John Coltrane 
and Wynton Marsalis. 

Photo by Frank Stewart

Jazz giant Jimmy Heath to open Lincoln season

FROM THE 
FOOTLIGHTS
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and Heather Provos as executive produc-
ers, sets by Beowulf Borrit, lighting by 
Ryan O’Gara, choreography by Ron DeJe-
sus, costumes by Project Runway’s Chris 
March and projections by David Gallo. The 
Broadway version of Chix 6 is set to be even 
more elaborate than the one at Queens 
Theatre.

During an interview with Lane, the 
cast was rehearsing Streb, a warehouse-
sized space in Brooklyn named after Eliza-
beth Streb who started a dance compa-
ny that emphasized great physicality 
and acrobatics.

“We can do all the aerial work 
here, like Cirque du Soleil,” 
Lane said. The cast, which 
usually practices in Man-
hattan, includes Kelly Carey, 
Celina Carvajal, Brian Gal-
lagher, Danielle Lee Greaves, 
Nicolette Hart, Carrie Mano-
lakos, Josh Sassanella, El-
lenore Paige Scott, Erica 
Sweany, Molly Tynes and C.J. 
Tyson. Most of these perform-
ers are veterans of shows like 
“Rent,” “Mamma Mia!” and 
“Wicked.”

Director Salisbury 
used to be a dancer and an 

actress, but switched to directing and cho-
reography. “I love being on this side of the 
table,” she said. “It feels like a sculpture, 
when you keep changing things from the 
outside.”

Salisbury met Lane four years ago 
through a mutual friend. “I’m very excit-
ed! We’re in a really good place now.” She’s 
also excited about the idea of Queens being 
the new place for shows to try out before go-
ing to Broadway.

The traditional try-out places, Boston 
and Connecticut, are no longer so desir-

able; new plays tend to get harsh re-
views there. Now, new shows try out 

in Seattle and San Diego, which are 
too far away for a New York-based 
production. Queens Theatre could 
be the venue where a new tradition 
is born.

“Chix 6” will be at Queens 
Theatre from Sept.27 to Oct. 
30. “If you never see any show, 
this is the show to see!” Lane 
said. “See it now!”

Continued from Page 23

Lourds Lane, Jamaica native and 
musical prodigy, will be previewing 
her production, Chix 6, at Queens 
Theatre beginning Tuesday, Sept. 27. 

Photo courtesy of Lourds Lane

Mekong East 43-13 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361

718-357-6860Vietnamese Restaurant

guide toD N NG

Castel’ Mare RistoranteCastel’ Mare Ristorante
F i n e  N o r t h e r n  &  S o u t h e r n  I t a l i a n  C u i s i n e

Hours: Tues. thru Thurs. 4pm-10pm, Fri & Sat. 4pm-11pm, Sun. 1pm-10pm

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Mediterranean 
GrillM 160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

718.281.4210 or 4211

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

718-225-4700
www.auntbellasrestaurant.com

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

The Original Cascarino’s

14-60 College Point Blvd. College Point, NY

718-445-9755
www.OriginalCascarinos.com

718-229-8686

Ducale Ristorante Italiano
12-53 150th St. Whitestone, NY • 718-767-4699

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

96-40 Queens Blvd, Rego Park
1-800-BENS BEST  718-897-1700

www.bensbest.com

FRESH & Exotic Fare
featuring sushi and so 

much more

254-04 Northern Blvd. 
Little Neck

718-225-3311

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com
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trumpeter Clark Terry. 
Dizzy Gillespie even lived 
there for a time. 

“It’s a nice place to live 
and we all had good neigh-
bors,” said Heath. “I liked 
having these jazz cats out 
there, it was an inspira-
tion.”

However, none of the 
jazzmen called Corona 

home longer than has 
Heath, who moved to the 
neighborhood with his wife 
Mona in 1964, nearly a half-
century ago. 

In addition to produc-
ing his own musical canon 
during those years, Heath 
has also served as a mentor 
to dozens of young artists. 
He accepted a professorship 
at Queens College in 1984, a 
post he held until 1998.

“If you’re a teacher 
of music, you are going to 
get questions, and some of 
them you won’t know the 
answer to right away,” said 
the ever-modest Heath. “So 

when you figure out the 
answers, you are teaching 
and learning simultane-
ously. “That’s why I love be-
ing around young people, it 
keeps me young.”

Though he has played 
gigs too many to number, 
Heath said he feels the ex-
citement of a kid about his 
performance at Jazz as Lin-
coln Center. 

“I am honored to be 
there,” he said. “I have 
some new music that I want 
the public to hear.”

For tickets to the con-
cert, call 212-721-6500, or go 
to jalc.org.

Continued from Page 24

Jimmy 
Heath Final taping

There are only two weeks remain-
ing to see the Off-Broadway revival of 
Stephen Belber’s play “Tape,” being di-
rected by Jackson Heights resident Sam 
Helfrich.

The play is about three people who 
come together for a weekend in a motel 
in Lansing, Michigan: Jon, an aspiring 
filmmaker, Vince, his best friend from 
high school, who is a volunteer fireman 
and drug dealer, and Amy, Vince’s for-
mer girlfriend.

The production has received critical 
acclaim from the New Yorker Magazine, 
the New York Post, and the Wall Street 
Journal, among others.

“Tape” is being staged through Sat-
urday, Sept. 24, at the June Havoc The-
atre, 312 W. 36th St. in Manhattan.

For more information call toll free, at 
(866) 811-4111, or go to www.tapenyc.com.

Still soaring
The Jayhawks, the popular alter-

native-pop-folk-country band that has 
released several highly acclaimed re-
cordings since coming on the scene in 
the mid-1980s, will be performing at the 
Beacon Theater in Manhattan on Friday 
night, Oct. 21, at 8 p.m. Singer-songwriter 
Rosanne Cash will also be on the bill.

The Jayhawks tour coincides with 
the release of the band’s new 12-track 
album Mockingbird Time, which was 
released by Rounder Records on Sept. 
20. The album has already been well re-
ceived by critics.

Both the album release and tour 
mark the reuniting of all the original 
members of the Jayhawks, including 
founding members Mark Olson and Gary 
Louris. Louris also produced the record.

All of the original band members 
will perform at the Beacon show.

A recent Chicago Tribune review 
of a performance hailed that “during a 
soaring two-hour set, the Jayhawks put 
on a clinic in the art of blended melodies 
and balanced songwriting.”

The Beacon Theater is on Broadway, 
between 74-75 Aves. For more informa-
tion or to buy tickets, go to www.jayhawk-
sofficial.com.

Worth the Trip

The Jayhawks

By GFRAssociates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

If you play bridge
badly you make your
partner suffer, but if
you play poker badly
you make everybody
happy.

• • • Joe Laurie Jr.

Across
 1. Flimflams
 6. “...one ___ two!”

10. “In ___ We Trust”
13. FDR biographer Joseph
14. Ghost actress Demi
16. A miner offering?
17. Jousting gear
19. “...two if by ___”
20. 12th-grader
21. Is intent on
23. Boxer’s problem
25. The ___ Hunter
26. Approx.
29. Bygone Vegas hotel
32. Car radio button
34. Arctic Ocean hazard
36. Type of jerk
37. Survivor group
39. Become fuzzy
40. Aardvark’s cont.
41. “Crikey!”
42. He may fix his sights
44. D.C. Trent
46. Now’s companion
47. Olympic event
48. Hannity and Penn
50. “___ la la...”
51. Chem. pollutants
53. Auction shout
55. Hammer and Spade
58. Bitter outburst
62. Santa in California
63. Dreamworks animation
65. “That’s show ___”
66. Fats Waller’s “Your ___
     Too Big”

67. Act badly?
68. Amtrack term.
69. Bone: Pref.
70. After Christmas events

Down
 1. Answer with an attitude
 2. Classic whodunit game
 3. “B ___ boy”

  4. Central theme
  5. Cylinders for thread
  6. “I ___ Rock”
  7. Cheers regular
  8. Capital cap
  9. ‘We’re on ___ to
       nowhere’
10. Parole officer’s advice
11. “Got Milk?” ad partner
12. Anti-narcotics grp.
15. Actor Borgnine
18. Carnival oddity
22. The ___ Garden
24. Historic records
26. Dancing Queen quartet
27. Contradict
28. “The Donald’s” hangout
30. ‘Crusoe’ creator
31. Mattress choices
33. Bull, but not Bear, briefly
35. Crete locale
38. Giant writer Ferber
43. Slap in the face
45. CD alternative
49. Moves on ice

52. “Great” Pope
54. Law & Order, e.g.
55. Agitated state
56. Color selections
57. Alternatives to 747’s
59. Army deserter
60. “It’s a ___!”
61. Potato features
62. “6-pack” muscles
64. Residence: Abbr.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
HEIR  APPARENT

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
By Bill Deasy (Bill@gfrpuzzles.com

TimesLedger Newspapers
Sept. 22-28, 2011

Playing With A Full Deck     

Every Table has a Marina side View of Manhasset Bay

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make first  left onto Manhasset Ave. 
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make first let onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Join us for our 2011 Season

Waterside Restaurant
At the Manhasset Bay Marina

Waterside Restaurant

Serving a mix of modern American cuisine with global influences.
“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…with its open-air decks, umbrellas, ships wheel and lanterns, and spiffy servers 

in nautical uniforms…serving generous portions of dishes created with high quality ingredients.”     — New York Times

Live 
Music 
Friday 
Nights

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 
www.lamottas.net

OUTDOOR TIKI BAR OVERLOOKING A BEAUTIFUL BOAT MARINA
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“ The Ultimate Place For Chinese Seafood & Sushi”

All Major 
Credit Cards 

Accepted

$3 
PER PERSON 

FOR LUNCH OR DINNER 
(MON.–SUN.)

Up to 20 people. Excluding Holidays.
One Coupon per party. Cannot be 
combined. Offer expires 10/31/11

TLHB

$3 
PER PERSON 

FOR LUNCH OR DINNER 
(MON.–SUN.)

Up to 20 people. Excluding Holidays.
One Coupon per party. Cannot be 
combined. Offer expires 10/31/11

TLHB

We Are The 
Perfect Place 

for Business 
Luncheons, 

Birthday Parties, 

And All Other 
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Dine at dozens of restaurants in Queens, 
the city’s most diverse and multi-cultural borough.

For more information, call 718.263.0546
or visit DiscoverQueens.info

Discover Queens
Restaurant Week

September 19th - 29th • 2011

PROUD 
PARTICIPANT OF

$25
THE WORLD ON A PLATE

Special 3-course Menus for only 

SPONSORED BY:

*Some restaurants will have different price specials.
Weekend not included unless specified by individual restaurant.
Drinks, taxes and gratuity not included. Call to make reservations. 

Trattoria Thirty Five

$25
*

of 
the

THE QUEENS
www.queenscourier.com

Ristorante Italiano

B
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Now’s the time to ask your loved one’s doctor about Strong Foundations. 
Call 1-855-VNSNY-NOW or visit www.vnsny.org/strong-foundations
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Strong FoundationsTM from VNSNY was developed to help reduce the risk of 

falling in older adults. This is important because falls are the leading cause of 

fatal injuries in adults over 65. Signs a loved one may be at risk include holding 

onto furniture for balance and stumbling or leaning to one side when walking. 

With nurses and rehabilitation therapists trained in reducing falls risk, Strong 

Foundations from the Visiting Nurse Service of New York is the right care now.

Allergy, pain and heart 
medications have side effects 
that increase the risk  
of dangerous falls.

Your dad takes all three.

Now what?
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CELEBRATING A REPUBLICAN WIN AFTER 88 YEARS AT ROMA VIEW CATERING IN HOWARD BEACH

1
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13
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3

7

11

15

4

8

12

16

Vinny Noto, Rabbi Pomeranz, George 
Maragos & Phil Plasencia

Peter King and Councilman Eric Ulrich

Sate Conservative Party Chairman Mike 
Long

Congressman-elect Bob Turner

Jeff Wisenfeld, Daniel Benedict and Ira 
Miller

Eric Ulrich

State GOP Chairman Ed Cox

Turner, his wife Peggy and Dov Hikind

Former NYC Mayor Ed Koch

Brooklyn Assemblyman Dov Hikind and 
Turner supporter

Former State Sen. Serf Maltese

Jane Deacy

Congressmen Peter King and Ed Koch

Councilman Dan Halloran

State Sen. Marty Golden

Former Parks Commissioner Henry Stern

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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 Four inches of additional legroom available on 
 747-400, 757-200 ETOPS, 767-300ER, 767-400ER and 777 aircraft.

 LEGROOM ISN’T 
 JUST FOR EXIT 
 ROWS ANYMORE.
  FOUR MORE INCHES OF SPACE
WITH ECONOMY COMFORT.

DELTA.COM
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b.beat

Member FDIC

www.ridgewoodbank.com

To make an appointment 
or meet Marie at one of 

our Ridgewood branches, 
call 347-527-0156.

meet your 
friendly neighborhood 
mortgage consul t ant!

Astoria – 43-14 Ditmars Boulevard
Bay Ridge – 8522 3rd Avenue
Garden City Park – Hicksville – 220 Old Country Road
Lindenhurst – West Babylon – 50 Farmingdale Road

Queens:
Brooklyn:

Nassau:
Suffolk:

   Housing Programs

   

No one knows mortgages better than . 
It’s Marie’s passion to help you find the right financing 
to make your dream of owning a home come true.

(NMLS ID# 646653)

Hillcrest 
Jewish Center 
leisure group

The group meets every 
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Prince Room at 183-02 
Union Tnpk. in Flushing.

It is open to the com-
munity and the program 
includes discussion groups, 
card games, bingo and 
more.

For information, call 
718-229-7511.

Hospice Care Network seeks volunteers

Hospice Care Network is seeking volunteer, licensed massage therapists to work 
with patients, caregivers and staff in Queens.

Massage therapy benefits hospice patients by providing symptom control and 
emotional and spiritual comfort. Massage therapy volunteers receive extensive train-
ing and supervision by the program coordinator, a specialist in geriatric and pallia-
tive massage.

Massage therapists who are passionate and committed to making a difference and 
looking to gain hands-on experience in this practice area are encouraged to apply.

Contact Licensed Massage Therapist Eva Pendleton, the complementary therapy 
program coordinator of Hospice Care Network, at 516-832-7100 or ependleton@hospice-
carenetwork.org.

Memorials to

Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100
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Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

nyhq.org

A higher level of Orthopaedic and 
Rehabilitative care. Right here.

Does your shoulder hurt  
again today? 

How about that knee?  
Get relief, right here. 

And get back to the things you love. 

THE BONE AND JOINT  HOSPITAL OF QUEENS

Whether your pain comes from arthritis or an injury, you 
can get relief, right now, right here. You don’t have to live 
with serious bone or joint pain in your knees, hips, shoulders 
or wrists, especially if you live in Queens. 

Today, you can find all the treatment, technology and 
rehabilitation support you need to get right back to doing 
the things you love. Ask your doctor or call the orthopaedic 
specialists at the Bone and Joint Hospital of Queens – right 
here at New York Hospital Queens. 

Call 866-670-OUCH (6824) to learn more about our  
innovative and minimally invasive joint repair techniques. 

Trouble keeping up with  
your credit card bills?

A low-rate
MCU VISA® Card
helps you get back on track.

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic for the first 6 
months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), and 11.15% (Classic) based 
on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU 
VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash 
Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for 
Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum 
$30.00), for Classic. There is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There 
is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Consolidate your debt and 
save with an MCU Visa Card! 
Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go 
to nymcu.org to apply today!
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Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISERS

BY RICH BOCKMANN

At Cupcakes in Heels, 
a newly opened bakeshop 
on Bell Boulevard in Bay-
side, owners Wing and Jen-
ny Lee cater to customers 
with tastes for desserts and 
designers.

Cupcakes such as 
“The Louboutin” — a red 
velvet cupcake inspired by 
the color of its namesake’s 
heels — and an Italian pas-
try cupcake named “The 
Versace” are piped full of 
frosting inside.

Jenny Lee started 
out baking cupcakes in 
her kitchen to bring to 
the Living Faith Commu-
nity Church every Sun-
day, where she said a lot of 
moms would tell her their 
children would lick the ic-
ing off the tops, leaving just 

cake behind.
“Our motto is frosting 

in every bite,” said Wing 
Lee, her husband.

The two began selling 
their couture cupcakes on-
line in 2007, and in late July 
they opened up the shop at 
43-19 Bell Blvd.

After a trip to Paris, 
Jenny designed the inte-
rior to mimic a European 
salon. The front of the store 
is adorned with continental 
wallpaper and has a coun-
ter displaying the day’s va-
riety of treats, along with a 
small seating area.

Wing and Jenny Lee 
admit they sacrificed seat-
ing space in order to accom-
modate a large kitchen in 
the rear and a consultation 
room where the owners will 
help customers design cus-
tom cakes and cupcake bar 

menus for weddings, par-
ties and other occasions.

“We want to wow peo-
ple,” Wing said. “The next 
thing people talk about [at 
a wedding] after the dress 
is the cake.”

Requests for small 

cakes require at least two 
weeks advance notice, and 
for larger-scale events Jen-
ny said the shop is already 
booked for the next six 
months.

While Bell Boulevard 
already has two bake shops, 

the owners believe they can 
set themselves apart by spe-
cializing in cakes and cup-
cakes baked without short-
ening or preservatives.

“I think people will no-
tice the quality, even though 
they’re kind of Manhattan 
prices,” Wing said.

Each cupcake costs 
$3.25, and customers who 
buy five get one free.

The shop bakes fresh 
all day long and serves Il-
ly’s coffee — a brand Wing 
Lee said is “like Starbucks 
in Italy” and can only be 
found at one other shop he 
knows of in the borough.

Cupcakes in Heels is 
open until 9 p.m. Monday 
to Wednesday and until 11 
p.m. Thursday to Saturday. 
Wing Lee said that with 
White Castle open 24 hours 
and the Pool bar open late, 

there are a surprising 
amount of customers late 
at night.

The two owners enjoy 
the reactions their custom-
ers have given the cupcakes 
and have set aside a special 
day each week to indulge 
their tastes.

“Every Thursday la-
dies can bring in a designer 
product and they get a free 
cupcake with every pur-
chase,” said Wing.

But he said he did not 
feel as though he would be 
turning off a male clien-
tele.

“The girlfriends can 
bring their guys and spend 
their money,” he quipped.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Jenny and Wing Lee, owners of Cupcakes in Heels, the sarto-
rially styled sweet shop on Bell Boulevard in Bayside. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Bakers set out to make Bayside taste chic
Cupcakes in Heels takes inspiration from the fashion world for its wares and pumps them full of frosting

Business Forum with Joe Connolly —  Award-
winning Wall Street Journal business reporter 
and WCBS Newsradio 880 commentator Joe 
Connolly will lead a lunch panel with four of 
the borough’s leading entrepreneur They 
will discuss the survival of small business in 
today’s economy.    
When: Sept. 23, noon 
Where: Queens College, 65-3 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing 
Contact:   (718) 997-5597 

Chartered Financial Analyst Exam —  NYSSA 
CFA® Queens College Level I Weekly Review: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from Sept. 13 through 
Nov. 17 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. NYSSA Queens 
College Sunday Condensed Review: Sundays 
through Nov. 13 from 10 am to 4 pm
When: Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursday 
through to Nov. 17
Where: Queens College, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing 
Website: www.nyssa.org/cfa

EAP Fall 10-Week Business Training Course 
—  Develop a fully-vetted professional business 
plan completed by the end of the course. 
Learn fi rst-hand where and how to conduct 
research for your business by taking a fi eld-

trip to the Science, Industry, Business Library 
(SIBL) of New York. Learn from experts and 
specialist who include a lawyer, accountant, 
marketing expert, and technology consultant.
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 p.m. 
starting Sept. 27 and Dec. 15
Cost: $300
Where: Queens Borough Hall 120-55 Queens 
Blvd Room G110 Kew Gardens, NY 11424 
Contact: Franklin Mora fmora@queensn.org 
(718) 263-0546  
Website: http://www.queensny.org/business/
programs/eap

Minority and Women Owned Business 
—  The Queens Chamber of Commerce is 
hosting three-program certifi cation seminars 
for minority- and women-owned business. 
The seminars will discuss how to sell to the 
government and the qualifi cations needed 
to get certifi ed with the City of New York. 
Registration is required. 
When: Sept. 29, Oct. 27, Nov. 22, 10 am to 12 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Chamber of Commerce 
Headquarters, 75-20 Astoria Blvd., Suite 140, 
Jackson Heights 
Contact:  info@queenschamber.org (718) 
898-8500  

11th annual Queens Library 
Foundation Gala —  Honoring 
Michael Dana of Cisco Inc. and 
George L. Stamatiades of the 
Queens Library. Call or logon for 
ticket information.
When: Oct. 3  
Where: Studio Square, 35-33 36th 
St., Long Island City 
Contact:  (718) 480-4273
Website: http://www.
queenslibraryfoundation.org 

Bake and Book Sale —  Used 
clothing, books, household items, 
baked goods.
When: Oct. 8, 9:30 am; Oct. 9, 
11:30 am
Where: Church of the 
Resurrection, 85-09 118th St., Kew 
Gardens 
Contact:   (718) 847-2649 

Queens Hospital 75th 
Anniversary Gala —  Honoring 
four QHC workers and a Local 
237 Teamsters President Gregory 
Floyd.
When: Oct. 13, 6:30 p.m.

Cost: $150 per person 
Where: Russo’s on the Bay, 162-
45 Cross Bay Blvd., Howard Beach 
Contact:   (718) 883-4252  

St. Gregory the Great Parish 
of Bellerose 75th Anniversary 
Dinner/Dance —  Five-hour open 
bar with champagne toast. Full 
cocktail hour with carving, pasta 
stations, appetizer/salad/choice 
of four entrees. Viennese Table. 
Live music by Night-Life.
When: Oct. 14, 7 p.m. 
Cost: $90 per person 
Where: Antun’s, 96-43 Springfi eld 
Blvd., Queens Village 
Contact:   (718) 347-3707  

Autumn Auction —  The 
Immaculate Conception School 
Alumni Association is happy to 
announce that it is hosting an 
Autumn Auction to benefi t our 

students and school.   A buffet 
dinner, beer, wine, soda and 
dessert will be served. Bring 
your family and friends. All are 
welcome.
When: Oct. 16, 12:30 pm 
Cost: $45 
Where: Riccardo’s by the Bridge, 
21-01 24th Ave., Astoria 
Contact: Fran Rocco  (917) 
482-6124  
Website: www.icsastoria.org

Airport Village: Building the 
Heart of a Community —  The 
Greater Jamaica Development 
Corp. is holding its annual gala 
celebration. The Port Authority 
executive director, Christopher O. 
Ward, will be a public honoree. 
When: Oct. 25, 6 pm 
Where: Edison Ballroom, 240 W. 
47th St., Manhattan 
Contact:   (718) 291-0282 ext. 126 

Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/timesledger



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, S
EPT. 22-28, 2011 

WE

35

late

Weekend subway travel easier with online MTA map
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Frustrated and bewil-
dered at prospects for sub-
way travel on weekends? 
At a loss to know what lines 
are or will be temporarily 
crippled by weekend main-
tenance and construction?

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
says it can help with The 
Weekender on mta.info.

“In order to keep 
our 24/7 subway system 
running reliably, we do 
an incredible amount of 
construction work on the 
subway every weekend,” 
said Thomas Prendergast, 
president of New York City 
Transit.

“This work is critical, 
but we also know that even 
the most veteran subway 
riders can be frustrated 
and confused when ser-
vice is reconfigured and 
information is hard to find. 
That’s why we created The 
Weekender, which will 
revolutionize the way rid-
ers use the subway on the 
weekend.”

The centerpiece of The 
Weekender is a subway dia-
gram displaying the ser-
vice available on weekends, 
including service changes. 
Stations affected by service 

changes are highlighted 
by blinking symbols that 
straphangers click on when 
selecting ways to view the 
map:

• Service by Line: Click 
on a subway line to get a 

line diagram indicating an 
overview of the line’s ser-
vice changes as well as text 
summaries of the changes

• Service by Borough: 
Click on a borough for in-
formation about any ser-

vice changes in a borough
• Service by Station: 

Choose a station for details 
on any service changes af-
fecting that station, or click 
on the map to zoom in to a 
detailed area

“With The Weekender, 
we are presenting week-
end service diversion in-
formation in a visual way 
and an interactive way for 
the first time,” said Paul 
Fleuranges, senior direc-

tor of corporate and inter-
nal communications at the 
MTA. “We’re very excited 
to introduce this new fea-
ture for our customers, but 
we also know it’s going to 
evolve over time. We hope 
people will share their ex-
periences with us at mta.
info or through Twitter or 
Facebook.”

The MTA has also in-
troduced On the Go!, an 
interactive touchscreen 
offering MTA travel infor-
mation in subway and com-
muter rail stations.

On the Go! travel sta-
tions are available as part 
of a pilot project at Penn 
Station (Long Island Rail 
Road), Grand Central Ter-
minal (Metro-North Rail-
road), Atlantic Avenue-
Pacific Street in Brooklyn 
(Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5 and D, N, 
Q and R), Roosevelt Avenue-
Jackson Heights in Queens 
(No. 7, E, F, M and R) and 
Bowling Green in Manhat-
tan (Nos. 4 and 5).

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

A Rockaway man con-
victed of killing his child-
hood friend more than 15 
years ago who had been in 
prison for 13 years was set 
free by a Queens Supreme 
Court judge last week, al-
though the Queens district 
attorney’s office derided 
the decision and claims the 
man is guilty.

Kareem Bellamy, 44, 
was convicted of murder 
in the April 1994 death of 
his friend, James Abbott, 

and sentenced to 25 years 
to life.

In 2008, pro-bono in-
vestigators representing 
Bellamy uncovered an au-
diotaped confession made 
by another man, who ad-
mitted to killing Abbott.

Based on that informa-
tion, Bellamy was set free 
last Thursday by Queens 
Supreme Court Judge Joel 
Blumenfeld.

Bellamy, who indicat-
ed he would move to Vir-
ginia after he was released, 
could not be reached for 
comment.

The Queens DA’s of-
fice called the confession 
“an outright fraud,” claim-
ing the man who made the 
confession, Michael Green, 
made up the admission in 
exchange for money from 

Bellamy’s pro-bono inves-
tigators.

“Mr. Bellamy has now 
been freed ... based on an 
outright fraud perpetrated 
by this court,” said Queens 
Assistant District Attorney 
Brad Leventhal. “He has 
not — I repeat — has not 
been exonerated. This is 
not a case of actual inno-
cence. The sole basis for the 
vacatur of this defendant’s 
15-year-old conviction by 
this court was the patently 
false testimony of Michael 
Green, a career criminal 
who received a substantial 

amount of money from the 
defense which induced his 
original hearing testimony 
and who admittedly told 
this court he had hoped to 
receive even more money 
in the future.”

Before Blumenfeld set 
Bellamy free, he said Bel-
lamy could face a new trial 
based on the new evidence, 
but the DA’s office said it 
would not be able to prose-
cute the case and dismissed 
charges against the Rock-
away man.

“The people cannot 
in good faith proceed with 

a subsequent prosecution 
for depraved indifference 
murder because we are le-
gally prohibited from doing 
so,” Leventhal said. “Un-
der the circumstances, the 
people have been left with 
no other choice but to move 
to dismiss this indictment 
against the defendant — 
again, not because he has 
been exonerated or because 
we believe him to be actu-
ally innocent, but because 
a continued prosecution is 
not legally sustainable.”

Workers from the MTA rebuild piers and replaced drain pipes last weekend on the South Channel Bridge, which carries the A train across 
Jamaica Bay between Broad Channel and the Rockaway Peninsula. The MTA has launched The Weekender for riders to find out about 
weekend repairs and delays. Photo courtesy Metropolitan Transportation Authority / Patrick Cashin

Release of Rockaway killer based on fl awed evidence: Brown
Kareem 

Bellany, 44, 
served 13 years 

in prison.

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/timesledger
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would make good locations 
for future schools.

One method the DOE 
has relied upon to alleviate 
overcrowding is to rezone 
districts and individual 
schools. For the current 
school year, the DOE re-
zoned elementary schools 
in District 24 and District 
30 and plans to do the same 
for pockets of overcrowding 
in District 24 next year.

The topic of rezoning 
provoked a heated reaction 
from City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone), 
who called a portion of the 
department’s presenta-
tion that touted its effort 
to reduce overcrowding at 
Bayside and Francis Lewis 
high schools “utterly mean-
ingless” and accused de-
partment representatives 
of lying when they said 
they had plans to build new 
schools in District 26.

Director of Planning 
Amanda Cahn said the 
high schools had been re-
zoned in order to reduce 
overall enrollment.

“There has to be a tip-
ping point at some place. 
Kids want to go to a good 
school, but we don’t want 
enrollment to explode,” she 
said.

Representatives from 
the Division of Portfolio 
Planning will attend a re-
zoning meeting Sept. 22 at 
PS 49, at 79-15 Penelope Ave. 
in Middle Village.

Southeast Queens is one of 
the hardest-hit areas in the 
nation in terms of foreclo-
sures.

“The program to re-
move barriers for home 
owners to refinance their 
mortgages at today’s his-
torically low interest rates 
could provide $1.3 billion to 
New York City homeown-
ers, resulting in an aver-
age annual savings of more 
than $6,000, or average 

monthly savings of $500 per 
borrower,” the report said.

One other major aspect 
of the plan is the extension 
of emergency unemploy-
ment benefits, but Liu’s 
office could not nail down 
exactly how much it would 
affect the 190,000 city resi-
dents who have been unem-
ployed more than 26 weeks.

The report concludes 
by saying that though the 
benefits of the American 
Jobs Act are myriad and 
substantial, challenges and 
uncertainty still remain 
ahead.

“What is much less 
clear are which specific 
revenue strategies will be 

used to finance the tax cuts 
and spending measures,” 
the report said.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) issued 
a statement last week ex-
pressing her support for 
Obama’s bill.

“I urge my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle 
to work with us, pass this 
bill and help address the 
No. 1 issue on the minds of 
the American people: job 
creation,” she said.

Reach reporter Connor 
Adams Sheets by e-mail at 
csheets@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4538.

plans to upgrade the infra-
structure across the five 
boroughs.

The current capital 
budget is set at $40 billion 
over a five-year period, ac-
cording to Pinsky. That 
number is down from re-
cord levels, but marks 
an increase of 21 percent 
since before Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg took office, he 
said.

“A 21st-century econo-
my requires a 21st-century 
infrastructure,” Pinsky 

said.
Aside from upgrades 

to basics like pipes and 
roads, and to parks, schools 
and cultural institutions, 
which Pinsky said are re-
quired to attract skilled 
workers to the city, EDC 
has also pumped money 
into projects like the East 
River Ferry Service and 
Queens Plaza South.

But many of the EDC’s 
Queens projects were the 
subject of debate with resi-
dents and civic leaders in 
attendance.

In December, 
Bloomberg announced 
plans to woo a prestigious 
technology university to 
set up a satellite campus in 
the city by offering a piece 
of public land and about 
$100 million to subsidize 
construction.

Nearly 30 top schools 
applied, according to Pin-
sky, and proposals are due 
at the end of October.

The EDC picked four 
city-owned locations for the 
potential campus, yet none 
were in Queens. Many in 
the audience wanted to 
know why Willets Point 
was not considered.

This week Stanford 

University, a top-tier Cali-
fornia college, submitted 
its proposal to build on 
Roosevelt Island, which 
Pinksy said would be a 
boon to Queens.

All of the small busi-
nesses who would spin off 
of the campus would grow 
across the river in western 
Queens, he said.

In addition to other 
projects highlighted at 
the meeting, like the Wil-
lets Point Redevelopment 
Project and Hunters Point 
South, both of which are 
currently underway and 
designed as large housing 
and commercial districts, 
residents brought up other 

ventures from around the 
borough.

Nearly everyone in 
attendance agreed that 
Queens needed a confer-
ence center to attract busi-
ness to the borough.

Civic Congress mem-
ber James Trent wanted 
to see unused portions of 
the Creedmoor facility in 
Queens Village built into 
a university, since it is al-
ready laid out like a cam-
pus.

A resident wanted to 
see the Rockaway Beach 
branch of the Long Island 
Rail Road resurrected to 
fix the transportation woes 
on the isolated peninsula.

Ted Renz, executive di-
rector of the Myrtle Avenue 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict, said landlords need to 
ease rent costs to fill the va-
cancies that have been in-
creasing along the commer-
cial strip in Ridgewood.

Activist and small 
business owner Tony Nun-
ziato said the city needs to 
focus on current business 
owners and encourage 
banks to give out much-
needed loans.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

and Barack Obama is the 
president, you don’t do as 
well.”

The observer said the 
most telling indicator of 
the outcome of the special 
election was a Public Policy 
Polling poll released four 
days before the contest that 
showed Obama with a 31 
percent approval rating in 
the 9th Congressional Dis-
trict and a less than 50 per-
cent approval rating among 
Democrats in the district.

“In the end, I don’t 
think it mattered much 
about the candidates,” the 
observer said. “In a race for 
Congress, people look first 
and foremost to the presi-
dent.”

Turner appeared to 
gain momentum early in 

the race when he picked 
up his first high-profile 
endorsement, when former 
Democratic Mayor Ed Koch 
backed him.

In endorsing Turner, 
Koch urged voters to cast 
their ballot for the Repub-
lican “to send a message 
to Obama” on his Israel 
policy.

“Once Koch injected 
‘send a message,’ that was 
all she wrote for David We-
prin,” the observer said. 
“Koch was not relevant 
except that he was able to 
give voice that people who 
wanted to send a message 
to Obama [should] send a 
message to Obama. It was 
not about gay marriage, it 
was not about Israel.”

Holtzman agreed  the 
election gave voters unhap-
py with Obama a reason to 

vote for Turner.
“Once the race was 

viewed as sending a mes-
sage to Washington, there 
were a lot of people who 
wanted to send a message 
to Washington, particu-
larly on the economy,” she 
said.

In a May congressional 
special election upstate, the 
Democratic candidate was 
not expected to win, but 
the race occurred a week 
after Osama bin Laden was 
killed and Obama’s approv-
al rating at the time was 48 
percent.

The Democrat cap-
tured 48 percent of the vote 
and won the election in a 
three-way race.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

health.
In some areas, it is 

clear that budget cuts took 
their toll, according to 
Doug Turetsky, spokesman 
for the Independent Budget 
Office.

“Certainly there is 
some clear signs that the 
city is straining: the in-
crease in some key crime 
areas, the growing [school] 
class size, the reduction in 
home care hours as well 
as the growing number of 
children in foster care,” he 
said.

Rapes across the city 
have jumped the most out 
of any crime listed in the 
report, from 820 last year to 
1,138 this year, a rise of 32 
percent.

Other crimes includ-
ing murders and other felo-
nies were slightly higher 

than last year, but as the 
report suggests, lower 
than 2003 levels. Average 
response times for crimes 
in progress increased by a 
minute.

But other areas showed 
an improvement as felonies 
in schools and traffic fatali-
ties dropped.

In public health, most 
areas showed fewer in-
stances of problems like 
lead poisoning and drug 
overdoses, although slight-
ly more children were di-
agnosed with asthma than 
last year.

In other sectors, the 
processing time for con-
sumer complaints dropped 
from 90 days in 2007 to just 
15 days in 2011. 

Building permits is-
sued in the city rose to 
121,027 in 2011, a slight in-
crease from last year and 
nearly triple 2003 levels.

In education, the 
percentage of students in 
grades 3-8 who met stan-
dards in math rose slightly 
to 57.3 percent and in Eng-
lish to 43.9 percent.

But Turetsky also 
cautioned that some of 
the numbers in the report 
could be misleading.

For instance, Medicaid 
enrollment is up from last 
year, but Turetsky does not 
know if the city is reaching 
more people, or if the poor 
economy has driven more 
people to require the ser-
vice.

“You have to be care-
ful how you interpret these 
indicators,” he said.

But some of the indi-
cators seemed clearly posi-
tive.

Adults who were diag-
nosed with AIDS in 2011 fell 
by 25 percent from last year, 
and the numbers of infant 
deaths as well as New York-
ers who smoke dropped to 
record lows.
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BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

Over 2,000 fans packed 
Belson Stadium Friday 
night to witness St. John’s 
men’s soccer complete its 
fifth-straight contest with-
out allowing a goal.

St. John’s (4-1-1) bat-
tled Indiana (4-0-2) to a 0-0 
draw, which included 90 
scoreless minutes and an 
additional two, 10-minute 
sudden death overtimes, 
which also elapsed without 
a goal.

Senior defensive back 
Connor Lade has been an 
instrumental piece to the 
success of the Red Storm so 
far this season. He has no 
plans of stopping now.

“We’re setting our 
standards high,” said Lade. 
“We really want to get to 
the [Big East] champion-
ship game and win that, 
and get to the NCAA’s.”

St. John’s Head Coach 

Dr. Dave Masur, who is en-
tering his 21st season with 
the team, has been more 
than impressed with Lade’s 
play.

“He’s unbelievable, 
athletic, quick, he’s be-
coming more and more 
composed,” said Masur. 
“He plays very big for an 
undersized center back … 
he’s really matured in our 
program.”

As for Lade, he’s more 
than aware of his size — or 
lack thereof. The Morris-
town, N.J., native is listed 
at 5-foot-5, 140 pounds and 
is often competing against 
physically superior strik-
ers, such as Indiana’s start-
ing forward, who was listed 
at 6-foot-1, 185 pounds.

“I enjoy it, I dealt with 
it my whole life,” said Lade. 
“I like to put myself in 
those situations and play 
with bigger guys.”

Holy Cross topples giant
Second ranked Xaverian upset by Knights, strong defense

SJU men’s soccer 
stops strong Indy

Connor Lade, senior defensive back at St. John’s, is 
helping prepare the team for the Big East showdown. 

Photo courtesy St. John’s University

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Not even Holy Cross Coach Tom 
Pugh was exactly sure what to make 
of his young team. The Knights were 
going to be fast and athletic, but just 
how good are they really?

“Nobody picked us,” Pugh said.
That may change after Holy Cross 

knocked off highly touted Xaverian 
15-13 in a CHSFL Class AAA football 
game Saturday afternoon at Bayside 
Athletic Field. The Clippers, ranked 
No. 2 in the city by the New York Post, 
were picked to be one of the league’s 
best teams, but the Knights defense 
kept their high-powered offense sup-
pressed.

“This is a big win to turn some 
heads,” quarterback Yianni Gavalas 
said.

Holy Cross allowed just seven 

points. The other Xaverian (1-1, 0-1 
AAA) touchdown came off a blocked 
field goal that Carmine Colletti ran 
back 70 yards for a score to make it 
15-6 midway through the fourth quar-
ter.

“I don’t think I would have nor-
mally gone for that field goal, but I 
thought it was a kill shot, because it 
would have been 18 and that’s three 

scores,” Pugh said.
No. 7 Holy Cross (2-0, 1-0) got a 

safety in the first quarter on a high 
Xaverian snap into the end zone and 
stopped the Clippers three times on 
fourth down. Lekeith Celestain had 
an interception in the end zone by 
outleaping Xaverian receiver Sean 
Binckes late in the second quarter. He 
also added three catches for 55 yards.

On consecutive fourth downs in 
the first half, tackle Dimeji Bamishile 
batted down a Kearney pass at the 
line and stopped him with just a half 
yard to go.

“That was a good test for them,” 
Pugh said of his defense. “But you 
can’t beat speed if you don’t have 
speed. We are lucky.”

Xaverian pulled within 15-13 on 
a 1-yard run by Zach Kearney with 

Holy Cross’ Yianni Gavalas (r.) and Kyle Goger celebrate their victory over Xaverian. Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 40Continued on Page 40

I don’t think I would 
have normally gone 

for that fi eld goal, but I 
thought it was a kill shot.

Tom Pugh
Coach
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Her Christ the King 
teammates noticed an 
immediate difference in 
Christina Viaggio and that 
was before the soccer ball 
touched her feet. The se-
nior midfielder, who was 
about 5-foot-4 as a junior, 
had grown as a player — lit-
erally.

“She grew a good foot,” 
Royals senior Fabiana Re-
becca said with a laugh. 
“She grew more than 2 
inches. Nobody recognized 
her because of how tall she 
got.”

While Viaggio isn’t 
6-foot-4, her game and her 
confidence have grown ex-
ponentially. CK Coach John 
Fayad said she was unhap-
py with her performance 
last season, not scoring as 
many goals as she would 
have liked despite dishing 
out nine assists.

Viaggio, who plays 

her club ball with the Au-
burndale 94 Heat, joined 
Rebecca and fellow captain 
Catherine Pitelli in Juni-
per Valley Park for skills 
and conditioning workouts 
this summer. They ran 
laps, worked on going one-
on-one against each other 
and took shots on goal from 
a multitude of angles. They 
even asked one of the goal-
ies on the school’s boys’ 

team to stand in net in 
preparation for the Royals’ 
quest to claim the CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens title.

“It helped a lot,” Viag-
gio said. “I feel lighter on 
my feet.”

She has become a dom-
inating force at midfield in 
the early season, already 
tallying nine goals in wins 
over St. Saviour and Bishop 
Kearney. In a 4-1 victory 
against the Tigers Sept. 12  
at the Verrazano Narrows 
Complex, she recorded a hat 
trick, with each goal differ-
ent from the next. Viaggio 
seemingly got to every ball 
she made an effort for and 
showed an increased poise. 
Kearney upset CK in last 
year’s semifinals.

“When she wants to 
score, she will score it,” 
Rebecca said. “Her pass-
ing definitely got a lot bet-
ter, so did her shooting. She 
knows where to shoot the 
balls, the angles.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Tom Bruen was 
pleased that Fontbonne 
Hall was the first game 
on his Mary Louis team’s 
schedule Sept. 13.

The Hilltoppers re-
joined CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens as part of a new 
intersectional girls’ soc-
cer league after leaving for 
Nassau/Suffolk, considered 
a superior league, in 2003. 
The coach knew playing 
the team that won six of the 
last seven titles would give 
his players a sense of what 
they needed to be prepared 
for moving forward.

“Some of these girls 
don’t know if Brooklyn/
Queens is that strong,” 
Bruen said. “That’s why 
when [AD] Joe [Lewinger] 
offered that the first game 
is against the top team, I 
said, ‘Yeah.’ One way or 
anything they get an idea 
of how hard they have to 

play.”
TMLA’s first game 

back certainly wasn’t easy, 
but the Queens program 
announced its arrival with 
a 2-1 win over Fontbonne 
Sept. 13 at the Verrazano 
Narrows Complex. Deirdre 
Ray’s goal on a pass from 
Gabriella Cinquemani in 
the box in the 44th minute 
was the difference. The 
loss is Fontbonne’s first to 
a league opponent since 
Bishop Kearney beat the 
Bonnies in the 2008 final.

“Didn’t they say in an 
article that they were going 
to take all?” senior sweeper 
Deirdre Monday said. “I 
think it was a good state-
ment, so we can set a prec-
edent.”

The teams were dead-
locked at 1-1 after a first 
half that saw Mary Louis, 
No. 5 in the New York Post’s 
CHSAA/Private rank-
ings, dominate early and 
No. 7 Fontbonne pour it on 

late. Hilltoppers freshman 
Therese Boyle stole a goal 
kick, took a few dribbles 
and buried a 25-yard blast 
to the bottom left corner of 
the net to put her team in 
front 1-0.

Fontbonne (0-1-0), 
which had just 12 players in 

uniform, quickly answered 
when Kristiana Padavona 
found a seam in the defense 
and threaded a pass to Cin-
dy Henderson, who scored 
on a breakaway to the left 
post to tie the score.

“Everyone attacks,” 
Ray said of Fontbonne. 

“There were more people 
coming at our defense.”

It took the Hilltoppers 
(1-0-0) the rest of the half 
to get used to the Bonnies’ 
fast-paced, aggressive style. 
In the 36th minute, Melissa 
DeMasi passed the ball to 
Kristen Schnibbe in the 
box with TMLA goalkeep-
er Kim Myers off her line. 
Munday was able to swoop 
in at the last moment and 
kick Schnibbe’s shot away. 
Munday and defender Regi-
na Paskoff thwarted much 
of the Bonnies attacks, in-
cluding a few breakaway 
chances.

“Their sweeper did a 
tremendous job stopping 
[Padavona],” Fontbonne 
Coach Victor Popovsky 
said of Munday. “She was 
like a wall. She was there 
for every ball.”

No one was in front of 
Ray when the ball finally 
settled on her foot early in 
the second half. After some 

confusion among the ref-
erees whether Mary Louis 
would be awarded a corner 
kick or throw in, Munday 
sailed a kick into the box. 
The ball was kicked to the 
other side where Cinque-
mani tapped it to Ray, who 
beat a Fontbonne defender 
to the ball and kicked it in 
to the left post.

“I just saw a perfect 
path so I just wailed it into 
the corner,” Ray said.

The goal announced 
Mary Louis’ arrival back 
into Brooklyn/Queens. 
Bruen felt the Bonnies ty-
ing the game so quickly 
was one of the best things 
that could have happened 
to his team. It showed them 
just how hard this was go-
ing to be.

“These guys, they 
were champs,” Bruen said. 
“They don’t want to let any-
body win. If you want it, 
you have to take it.”

Christ the King senior midfield-
er Christina Viaggio has scored 
nine goals this season. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

TMLA defeats reigning champ Fontbonne in thriller

TMLA’s Deirdre Ray scored the game-winning goal in the second 
half against Fontbonne. Photo by Philip Hall

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
mpuder@cnglocal.com, or mailed to: 
M. Puder – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 

Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4527

All grown up, Viaggio off 
to fast start as CK senior
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BY MARC RAIMONDI

If there was one thing 
Amy Sung did in the off-
season, it was work on her 
service game. The Cardozo 
libero struggled with that 
last season, even as the 
Judges won the PSAL Class 
A city title.

“Last year, I messed up 
a lot on serves, it would just 
serve right into the net,” 
Sung said. “I tried to be-
come more consistent. Not 
only that, but I learned how 
to serve at spots.”

So far early this sea-
son, the senior has looked 
like one of the best players 
in the city at her position. 
And her serving is comple-
mentary part of that. She 
had three straight aces to 
finish off Susan Wagner 25-
22, 25-17 in the eighth-an-
nual Cardozo tournament 
volleyball championship 
match Saturday in Oakland 
Gardens. It was the Judges’ 
seventh straight host tour-
ney title.

“She was good last 
year; she’s great this year,” 
Cardozo Coach Danny Sca-
rola said. “Her defense is 
where it’s at. Last year she 
didn’t know she was gonna 
be the libero. This year she 

knew, so she really worked 
on it.”

Sung was named to 
the all-tournament team 
and Cardozo senior outside 
hitter Ashley Grubler, an 
All-City first team selec-
tion last year by the New 
York Post, was selected as 
most valuable player after 
a 17-kill performance in the 
finals.

“It’s great,” Grubler 
said of helping her team to 
a fourth Dozo tournament 
title. “I’m glad we kept the 
tradition going. It means 
a lot that I was part of like 
half of it.”

Cardozo’s quest for a 

second straight PSAL city 
title begins this week. Sung 
said winning Saturday was 
a great way to get pumped 
up going into that crucial 
match. Cardozo won its 
first title in 29 years last 
year, but was unable to de-
feat Lewis, which fell in the 
semifinals to Wagner.

“You want to be play-
ing well,” Scarola said of 
heading into the Lewis 
matchup. “You definitely 
want to have a day where 
people are playing well and 
getting into a rhythm.”

Melissa Medina had 
a block, setter Jessica Lou 
had 15 assists and Jessica 

Yin played well on the right 
side in her debut up from 
the JV. Grubler was the 
most valuable player, but 
Sung was the backbone of 
the team with her defense 
and passing. That figures 
to be a key all season for 
Cardozo, which needs solid 
ball control to put Grubler 
in the best possible position 
to finish points.

“She’s like my best 
friend on the court,” Gru-
bler said of Sung. “I trust 
her when she gets the ball. 
She’s really consistent. 
She’s a great libero.”

CK routs Bonnies 
to prove mettle

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

John Fayad had a dif-
ferent feeling going into 
this year’s meeting with 
Fontbonne Hall. While 
Christ the King was build-
ing up its program, the 
Bonnies were the stan-
dard in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens. The coach believed 
his team had reached that 
level.

“The girls came in 
with the attitude today that 
even before anything they 
said, ‘Coach, we have this 
game, don’t worry,’” Fayad 
said. “I only had to say a 
couple of words.”

It took a half, but the 
Royals finally imposed 
their will on the game after 
the break. They scored four 
times in a matter of 15 min-
utes en route to a convinc-
ing 5-1 victory over visiting 
Fontbonne in CHSAA inter-
sectional girls’ soccer Sept. 
14 at Juniper Valley Park. It 
was CK’s first win over the 
Brooklyn school, which has 
won six of the last seven 
league titles.

“It was necessary and 
it was necessary with this 
group,” Fayad said. “This 
group has worked so hard 
over the years.”

Midfielder Christina 
Viaggio continued her hot 
start. She followed up her 
hat trick against Bishop 
Kearney Sept. 12 with three 
more goals. The midfielder 
scored in the 42nd min-
ute from 15 yards out off a 
give and go with Stephanie 
Rivera. Six minutes later, 
Fabiana Rebecca buried a 
feed from Catherine Pitelli 
and Viaggio followed that 
up by heading in a Rivera 
corner kick and scoring 
again from the outside to 
give the Royals (2-0-0) a 4-0 
lead.

Fontbonne (0-2-0) fi-
nally got on the board when 
Cindy Henderson tapped 
home a cross by Kristen 

Schnibbe late in the second 
half. Rivera, a transfer from 
St. Joseph’s (Brooklyn), put 
the finishing touches on 
the win by bending a cor-
ner kick into the net.

“She is one of the better 
players in practice,” Fayad 
said of Rivera. “She hadn’t 
translated it to an actual 
game yet, but I think this 
was her coming out. She is 
a pretty good player.”

The loss was the sec-
ond in two days for the Bon-
nies, who had not lost to a 
league opponent since fall-
ing to Bishop Kearney in 
the 2008 final. Coach Victor 
Popovsky said he moved 
a player up from the JV to 
deal with his team’s low 
roster numbers. But like in 
a loss to Mary Louis Sept. 
13, missing out on first-half 
chances cost them. Hen-
derson could not convert a 
breakaway chance. Fayad 
credited Destiny Marino 
and Patelli for containing 
Fontbonne stars Rachel 
Gersh and Kristiana Pa-
davona.

“If [Henderson] scores 
that goal, it changes the 
whole game,” Popovsky 
said.

Popovsky congratu-
lated Fayad, with whom 
he is friendly rivals, and 
the Royals on their will. 
He said his team needs to 
learn and improve off what 
hurt them in their season-
opening losses.

“What can I say?” 
Popovsky said. “I lost fair 
and squarely. We need to 
rebound and get ready for 
next time.”

Dozo earns lucky 7th title
Amy Sung shines in host championship defeat of Susan Wagner

Coach, we have 
this game, don’t 

worry
Christ the King team

Cardozo’s girls’ volleyball team poses with the championship trophy. Photo by Robert Cole
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St. John’s dominated 
play throughout much of 
the first half, not allow-
ing Indiana to take one 
shot, while managing eight 
themselves. The second 
half featured much of the 
same from the Storm, sti-
fling a Hoosier club that 
tallied 14 goals in its previ-
ous four contests.

No. 9/7 Indiana marked 
the third opponent that No. 
14/14 St. John’s has played 
so far this year that has 
been ranked. With a num-
ber of teams in the top 25 in 
the Big East, Lade believes 
it is huge to play challeng-
ing competition.

“It really helps us to 
transition to the Big East 
because these are the types 
of teams we are going to 
face throughout the sea-
son,” said Lade.

Coach Masur attri-
butes the success of his 
team to the commitment 
given by everyone.

“I think it’s everyone 
working collectively hard, 
making sure we’re in the 

right spots and doing the 
right things … a commit-
ment hopefully to be a bet-
ter team and be more con-
sistent,” said Masur.

Lade had similar 
things to say about the ded-
ication from the team. He 
credits the Storm’s success-
ful start to the preparation 
put in by both coaches and 
players. One of his personal 
goals for this season is to 
make up for the disappoint-
ing finish early in the Big 
East tournament last year.

“We want to right the 
wrongs from last year,” 
said Lade.

Lade, a sports manage-
ment major, hopes to play 
soccer for as long as he can 
after graduation, with the 
ultimate goal of staying in-
volved with the sport in one 
facet or another.

St. John’s will kick off 
Big East play Oct. 1 at Bel-
son Stadium versus rival 
Notre Dame.

Continued from Page 37

SJU
2:50 left in the game, but 
the Knights were able to 
run out the clock. A host of 
penalties kept the Clippers, 
who also blocked a punt, 
from ever getting into an 
offensive rhythm. Laray 
Smith rushed for 113 yards 
on 22 carries.

“We could never get 
into a flow,” Xaverian 
Coach Joe DeSiena said. “It 
was an untimely mistake, a 
penalty, a bad snap, a safety 
as a result of a bad snap. 
Then the safety comes back 
and bites you.”

Holy Cross built on the 
safety when Gavalas hit 
Pierrot Senat for a 10-yard 
TD pass to make it 8-0 with 
3:54 left in the first half. 
Gavalas completed 12-of-18 
passes for 149 yards. Jor-
dan Francklin punched in 
a 2-yard run to help extend 
the lead to 15-0 early in the 
third before the Knights 
survived a scare late.

“It’s big for us,” Ce-
lestain said. “Everybody 
predicted against us. We 
had something to prove.”

Continued from Page 37

Holy Cross

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545

Serving Metro NY

What if you LIVE ALONE 
      and have an EMERGENCY?

You’re never alone with Lifewatch!

800-716-1433
www.lifewatch-usa.com

“I have peace of mind...

   Mom remains independent.”

“I’m never alone 
  with LIFEWatch.”
–Dick Van Patten

Just One Push of a Button can Protect 
You from Emergencies: 
✔ Medical       ✔ Falls      
✔ Fire       ✔ Burglary

Visit us on facebook

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

$19.95
FOR FIRST 3 MONTHS

after introductory offer expires, 
$24.95/month will be billed quarterly.

ct 

Mobile Alert 
   Button Available SWITCHOVERSWELCOME!

No Landline? No Problem! Senior Cell Phones 
Now Available!

With LIFEWatch You get:
EMT-Certified

Try it RISK FREE!

iilil HOVEHOVVEVE
COMCOCOOM

W t h Y t

i blilalaabbleleee WITCHSWWITCSWSWWITCTCH
WELCOWWELWWELLCO

Join the thousands of homeowners who have saved 
up to $700 on their annual home energy costs*

NYSERDA’S HOME PERFORMANCE WITH ENERGY STAR®

PROGRAM IS ONE OF THE NATION’S LEADERS IN MAKING 
HOMES MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT.

Most New Yorkers qualify for a free or reduced-cost comprehensive home assessment, 
also referred to as an energy audit, and low-interest loans.** Additionally, participants 
may be eligible for cash-backincentives. All our Home Performance contractors are 
accredited by the Building Performance Institute.

For complete information, go to 
GetEnergySmart.org/home-performance
or call 1-877-NY-SMART.

* Actual savings may vary based upon ef�ciency measures selected, 
age of home, appliances, equipment and other factors. 
A participating contractor can help evaluate potential savings.

** Financing, energy audits, and workforce development 
opportunities made available through the Green 
Jobs-Green NY Act of 2009.
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
There’s Something for Everyone

�

Free Synagogue of Flushing is a welcoming Reform Congregation
located in downtown Flushing.

We invite you and your family to join with us,
in celebrating the High Holy Days.

41-60 Kissena Boulevard Flushing, New York 11355 

ROSH HASHANAH IS SEPTEMBER 29th 
COME JOIN US!

Become a member before the Holidays.  
Tickets are included in your membership fee. 

The cost of High Holiday tickets purchased separately 
may be applied toward membership. 

Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sept. 28 ~ Rosh Hashanah, Sept. 29
Kol Nidre, Oct.  7 ~ Yom Kippur, Oct. 8

Children’s Services are held at 1:00 P.M.

For more information please call 718-961-0030

Email: Freesynagogue@verizon.net 
www.freesynagogue.org

On-Site Parking 
Chair Lift Accessible
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*Financing with approval through dealer primary lender. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for details. Offers expire 9/30/11.

TOLL-FREE: (866) 483-8441
208-12 NORTHERN BLVD, BAYSIDE, NY 11361

BAYSIDEVW.COM

2012 JETTA S 2012 CC SPORT 2011 ROUTAN S 2012 TIGUAN S 2012 EOS KOMFORT
$159*/Month. 
36-month lease or

0% APR* for 60 months.

$229*/Month. 
36-month lease or

0% APR* for 60 months. 
Excludes VR6 4Motion.

$259*/Month. 
36-month lease or

0% APR* for 72 months.

$299*/Month. 
36-month lease or

0% APR* for 60 months 
on 2012 model.

Meet the highest common denominator.
The all-new 2012 Passat. Now available for pre-order.

$1,999 due at signing. Plus title, tax,
options and dealer fees. Excludes TDI
models. Offer expires 9/30/11.

$2,999 due at signing. Manual. Plus
title, tax, options and dealer fees.
Offer expires 9/30/11.

$2,499 due at signing. Plus title, tax,
options and dealer fees. Offer
expires 9/30/11.

FWD. $2,495 due at signing. Plus
title, tax, options and dealer fees.
Offer expires 9/30/11.

$249*/Month. 
36-month lease or

0% APR* for 60 months.

Komfort models only. $2,999 due at
signing. Plus title, tax, options and
dealer fees. Offer expires 9/30/11.

N E W S P A P E R S 

The TimesLedger Newspapers 

has launched a website about 

murders in SE Queens. 

The site includes audio slide-

shows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

For more information visit 

us online. 

HAVE YOU SEEN 

OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST.,
HEMPSTEAD

1.877.211.1988

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGELEASE-RETURNHEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive aCOMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

3 33 33 Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7279-29K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

WE BUY
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

MANAGER’S
SPECIAL

CERTIFIEDCERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

$19,981
HEMI, 20" Whls, Auto, A/C, Full Power, Stk#U6693-53K

6 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

CERTIFIED

*

CERTIFIED

2008 JEEP

WRANGLER SPORT 4X4
$17,981
Auto, A/C, Alloys, Stk#U6722-57K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

2008 DODGE

RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SLT 4X4

2011 BMW 328i
$31,981

Auto, A/C, Full Power, Heated Seats, Stk# TG007-14K Mi.

2010 DODGE

CHARGER SXT
$13,981

3.5L, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7185-49K mi.
12 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2007 CHRYSLER

ASPEN LTD 4X4
$15,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seats, Alloys, U7135-46K Mi.

12 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

*

2010 CHRYSLER

300 TOURING
$15,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U6913-32K mi.
16 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

2008 DODGE

CALIBER SXT
$9,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk# U7216-58K Mi.
9 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

2008 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
$12,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stow ʻN Go, Stk#U7077-47K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

$13,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U6903-70K mi.
23 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

2008 JEEP
GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

NAVIGATION

*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 9/27/11.
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THE CAN-DO CREW SAVES YOU MORE!THE CAN-DO CREW SAVES YOU MORE!

www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

283 NORTH FRANKLIN ST.
HEMPSTEAD

1.877.601.1158
*Prices/pymts do not reflect Military/Farmers/Commercial Rebates. Price include all rebates/incentives assigned to dealer subject to qualification. Tax & MV Fees add'l. Must be balloon financed through dealer and be returning lessee.

Not valid on prior sales/orders. Must take same day delivery. Offers cannot be combined. See dealer for details. Not valid on prior sales/orders. Offer expires 9/29/11.

• 10 MINUTES
FROM WESTBURY

• 15 MINUTES
FROM LEVITTOWN

• 15 MINUTES
FROM BALDWIN

• 15 MINUTES
FROM MERRICK

• 20 MINUTES
FROM QUEENS

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE

LEASE-RETURN
HEADQUARTERS
Turn in here no matter where you leased and receive a
COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

See Our Viral Music Video
www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

✔ $8 Oil Changes ✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
✔National Loaner Car Program ✔ Shuttle Service ✔ Free Towing Service
✔Express Service Lane And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

$14,999
MSRP $20,095, GCJDC Discount $2596, Rebate $1000, Sale Price
$16,499. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate $500,
Conquest $1000

BRAND NEW 2011 JEEP

PATRIOT
* $15,999

MSRP $25,760, GCJCD Discount $1261, Rebate $3000, Sale
Price-$21,499. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate
$2000, Bonus $1000, Conquest $1000 Trade Up $1500

BRAND NEW 2011 JEEP

LIBERTY SPORT 4X4
* $14,999

MSRP $22,060, GCJCD Discount $2061, Rebate $1250 Sale Price-
$18,749. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate $1250,
Conquest $1000 Trade Up $1500

BRAND NEW 2011 CHRYSLER

200 TOURING
* $19,999

MSRP $31,990, GCJCD Discount $3491, Rebate $4000, Sale Price-
$24,499. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate $2000,
Conquest $1000 Trade Up $1500

BRAND NEW 2011 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING
*

$15,999
MSRP $21,095, GCJDC Discount $1096, Rebate $1000, Sale Price
$18,999. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate $500,
Conquest $1000, Trade Up $1500

BRAND NEW 2011 JEEP

COMPASS
* $31,785

MSRP $39,795, GCJCD Discount $3510, Rebate $1500, Sale
Price-$34,785. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate
$500, Conquest $1000 Trade Up $1500

BRAND NEW 2011 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4
* $20,899

MSRP $25,995, GCJDC Discount $1596, Rebate $1000, Sale Price
$23,399. Additional rebates you may qualify for Returning Lessee
$1000, Trade Up $1500

BRAND NEW 2011 DODGE

CHARGER
*

$30,940
MSRP $44,645, GCJCD Discount $4,955, Rebate $2000, Sale
Price-$37,690. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate
$3750, Conquest $1000 Trade Up $2000

BRAND NEW 2011 DODGE

DURANGO
*

UP TO 31 MPG HWY.
NAVIGATION
REAR DVD

UP TO 29 MPG HWY. LEATHER • SUNROOF • NAVIGATION

70TH
ANNIVERSARY

EDITION

Mike Villani,
Owner

CITADEL
AWD

NO PAYMENTS
FOR 90 DAYS!Select vehicleswith approval.

$20,999
BRAND NEW 2011

CHRYSLER 300

MSRP $28,290, GCJCD Discount $2791, Rebate $2000, Sale
Price-$23,499. Additional rebates you may qualify for Conquest
$1000 Trade Up $1500
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