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BY JOE ANUTA

A jury began deliberations 
Tuesday in the case of Barbara 
Sheehan, the Howard Beach 
woman whose attorney argued 

she shot her husband 11 times in 
self-defense after nearly 
two decades of abuse.

The defense made 
its final arguments 
Monday, along with 
the prosecution, who contended 

Sheehan plotted the murder of 
her husband and carried it 

out in February 2008 be-
cause she wanted out of 
their marriage.

The courtroom was 
packed with supporters of Shee-

han along with a few family mem-
bers of her husband who listened 
to the hours long statements from 
attorneys on both sides.

Later Tuesday, an alternate 
juror who was released said she 
would have voted not guilty. 

Jury weighs cop wife’s future
Barbara Sheehan, who admits murdering her husband, claims self-defense

Rev. Thomas Reese (l.) from Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church in Forest Hills blesses Boo and Thunder, who were brought by owners Vaughan and Kristina 
Robison of Maspeth to the ceremony. The ceremony was held to commemorate the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, who was renowned for his love of animals. 
See more photos on Page 20. Photo by Christina Santucci

A LITTLE MORE BLESSING BEHIND THE EARS, PLEASE

Maspeth’s Khan 
killed by drone 
in Yemen strike

BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

With residents hailing from 
all corners of the globe, even a 
U.S. drone strike in the northern 
al-Jawf province of Yemen has di-
rect ties to the country’s most di-
verse county, and one of the men 
it left dead first turned toward ex-
tremist pursuits after attending a 
Flushing mosque.

The Sept. 30 missile attack 
was most noted for the fact that 
it killed Anwar al-Awlaki, the 
U.S.-born Muslim cleric long con-

Continued on Page 15
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BY JOE ANUTA

The city and the head 
of a Middle Village cem-
etery are engaged in a not-
my-turf war.

The two sides disagree 
over who is responsible for 
maintaining an unkempt 
grassy swath along 73rd 
Place, but residents who 
live nearby do not care 
which side wins the debate. 
They just want it cleaned 
up.

“It’s a horror,” said 
Caroline Tesseyman, who 
lives across the street from 
the overgrown strip on 69th 
Avenue. “Garbage is being 
dumped over there con-
stantly.”

The strip of land runs 
between 68th and 70th av-
enues along western edge 
of 73rd Place and creates a 
no-man’s-land between All 
Faiths Cemetery and the 
road.

Empty beer bottles, 
syringes, used condoms, 
dog feces and bags of gar-
bage are constantly being 
discarded in the brush, ac-
cording to residents.

And the foliage makes 
a convenient home for ver-
min like raccoons, skunks, 
rodents and mosquitoes 
that cause problems in the 
neighborhood, according to 
Tesseyman.

“It’s an easy place for 
them to hide,” she said.

She said the sorry state 
of the area is like a magnet 
for more dumping, and that 
a clean, well-maintained 
plot would solve many of 
the problems the neighbor-

hood faces.
“I would like to see it 

cleaned up and stay clean,” 
she said. “When you see a 
place like that is not kept 
up, it is an easy target for 
dumping.”

Dan Austin, president 
of the cemetery, said he has 
never owned the property, 
but as a courtesy used to 
clean it up. The economy 
and complications with 
having unionized workers 
led him to discontinue his 
maintenance several years 
ago.

He added that when 
his crews have previously 
cleaned the area they found 
household garbage dumped 
by neighbors, who left dis-
carded mail bearing their 
addresses in the refuse.

Several lawmakers in 
the area are working with 

the city to definitively set-
tle the dispute. Austin said 
if the land is his, he will en-
sure it is clean.

“If you tell me that is 
my property, I would im-
mediately put up a chain 
link fence. That way no 
one would be dumping gar-
bage,” he said. “Of course, 
they are not going to tell me 
it’s my property.”

Austin has a proposal 
from the city Department 
of Transportation show-
ing the city’s plans to build 
along the property, which 
he said proves his case.

“Do you think that the 
city of New York is going to 
do a capital improvement 
project on private proper-
ty?” he asked.

A DOT spokeswoman 
confirmed that the depart-
ment is planning a capi-

tal project to reconstruct 
the road, but as of press 
time was still looking into 
whether the department 
had plans for the strip of 
land.

But another spokes-
woman from the city Sani-
tation Department said that 
since the property abuts 
the cemetery, it is Austin’s 
responsibility.

Regardless of who 
owns the property, state 
Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach) hosted 
cleanup sessions Sept. 24 
and Saturday.

During the first ses-
sion, students from St. 
John’s University removed 
the refuse and cleared away 
some of the brush, much to 
the delight of homeowners.

“They did a very good 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Indolent employees 

who feed parking meters 
in a Forest Hills shopping 
district are starving local 
shops of customers, accord-
ing to business owners in 
the area.

Some people who com-
mute to work on Austin 
Street park along the bus-
tling strip in the morning 
and stay there until closing 
time, disregarding the two-
hour time limit.

“They are too lazy to 
walk,” said John Xerakias, 
owner of the Austin House 
Diner, at 72-04 Austin St. 
“I’m here six days a week 
and I have no trouble find-
ing a parking spot.”

Xerakias, who said he 
parks along side streets or 
across Queens Boulevard, 
accused employees of near-
by hair salons and banks 
of squatting in spaces that 
could be used by paying 
customers.

The vehicles of work-
ers often take up nearly 15 
spots near his business for 

eight hours a day, Xerakias 
estimated, and if the two-
hour limit were enforced, 
that would equate to about 
60 shoppers who could have 
used the spots.

“The system doesn’t 
work,” he said, since a gag-
gle of metermaids invade 
the Forest Hills downtown 
area on a nearly daily basis 
but do not enforce the time 
limit. “They have about 45 
traffic cops just producing 
money for the city.”

To enforce the rule, 
the police could use chalk 
marks on the tires of cars, 
Xerakias said, and then the 
city would get revenue from 
the tickets.

The NYPD could not 
be reached for comment.

But an employee of a 
business on Austin Street 
who did not want to be 
named because she was not 
authorized to speak with 
the press said she some-
times has no choice.

“But where do the peo-
ple who work here park?” 
she asked.

Michael DiMambro walks his German shepard Alaska along a disputed stretch of grass that was 
recently cleaned by volunteers but has already begun accumulating fresh deposits of garbage. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

MidVil cemetery in grass spat
All Faiths, city disagree on ownership and cleanup of green swath

Workers hog parking 
along Austin Street

Doris Wahn, of Rego Park, pays for a parking space she snagged 
early Tuesday morning before the onslaught of workers and shop-
pers invade Austin Street. Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued on Page 15

Continued on Page 15
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GRAND OPENING
CELEBRATION OF OUR NEW PRESCHOOL

Open 
Enrollment

To find out more about our program,
please stop by or contact us at 718-268-0135

Brighter Futures Learning Center is a Subsidiary of Tutors on Wheels

Official program start date:

October, 11th. 2011

Serving ages:

3 to 5 years

Toilet Training Only

Hours of operation:

Monday through Friday

8:00am to 3:00pm

  and more!

  Light refreshments

      will be served

Elmhurst Center offers tortured immigrants a reprieve
Hospital department recognized for care to patients who have been victimized in other countries

BY JOE ANUTA

A surprising number of the 
immigrants in Queens have been 
tortured by oppressive regimes or 
police forces abroad, but a organi-
zation at Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter that was honored by lawmak-
ers Friday helps those victims put 
their lives back together.

Around 6 percent of patients 
who pass through the Elmhurst 
hospital’s emergency room have 
been tortured, according to 
Braden Hexom, a physician in the 
ER.

“Many of the people who 
come  to Queens are fleeing tur-
moil in their own countries,” he 
said at Friday’s ceremony honor-
ing the Libertas Center for Hu-
man Rights.

If those people are on the 
wrong side of the turmoil — 
whether it is due to their race, 
religion, political views or sexu-
ality — it can have lifelong conse-
quences.

Immigrants who visit the 

center have been beaten under 
doctor supervision, imprisoned 
in isolation, raped by police or 
forced to watch someone else rape 
a spouse, said Hexom, who start-
ed the center with a few other doc-
tors.

Some of the work the center 
does is physical, like providing 
physical therapy for torture vic-
tims who may have broken bones 

in the past or have excessive scar 
tissue, according to Dinali Fer-
nando, a doctor who also works in 
the ER and volunteers her time to 
the center that she helped start.

But most patients need psy-
chiatrists and therapists to help 
them cope with the mental an-
guish brought on by the torture.

“I’m not sure you ever can 
get over it,” she said. “But it’s 

more about functioning like you 
were before the incident.”

About 35 percent of patients 
come from West Africa, about 25 
percent from Central and South 
America, about 25 percent from 
South Asia and the Middle East 
and the remainder from all over 
the world, according to Leah 
Weinzimer, the program director 
of the center.

Many of the roughly 100 peo-
ple who have passed through the 
center since April 2010 are seek-
ing asylum in America so they do 
not have to return to their home 
countries.

Getting patients to open up 
about their experiences can allow 
the doctors at the center to write 
an affidavit to the government, 
which in turn helps the patients’ 
chances.

Without an affidavit, people 
stand a 25 percent chance of re-
ceiving asylum. With an affidavit, 
that chance more than triples, ac-
cording to Weinzimer, who said 40 
percent of patients have received 

an affidavit from the center.
Two former patients spoke at 

the ceremony, where City Coun-
cilman Danny Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights) and U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) 
presented the center with a proc-
lamation.

Christian Ngalle sought 
asylum in America after he was 
tortured in his home country of 
Cameroon. Ngalle was a journal-
ist, and after criticizing the gov-
ernment he and his whole family 
were rounded up and tortured. He 
still bears physical scars from the 
ordeal, but has now started his 
own French-language news mag-
azine from his New Jersey home.

Alvin Gavin was a gay man 
living in Jamaica and was tor-
tured due to his sexual orienta-
tion, but he said after receiving 
asylum with help from the center, 
he can finally express himself in 
America.

“No more hiding under a 
rock,” he said. “I’m out like a 
crab.”

Key figures from the Libertas Center for Human Rights, along with Elmhurst 
Hospital Center brass, accept an award from City Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(center l.) and U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (center r.). Photo by Joe Anuta
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4 Sheehan lawyers give closing statements
Jury to decide whether Howard Beach mother killed husband in self-defense or in cold blood

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A Queens Supreme 

Court jury was sent Tues-
day to deliberate the fate 
of Barbara Sheehan, the 
Howard Beach wife who 
contends she killed her 
abusive husband in self-
defense while prosecutors 
maintain she executed him 
in cold blood.

M a n h a t t a n - b a s e d 
lawyer Michael Dowd por-
trayed the mother of two 
and school secretary, who 
faces 25 years to life in pris-
on on charges of second-de-
gree murder and criminal 
possession of a weapon, as a 
battered woman who lived 
in constant fear of her hus-
band, ex-NYPD Detective 
Raymond Sheehan.

“He committed acts 
that were in fact evil and 
wicked,” Dowd said, also 
referring to Sheehan’s hus-
band as “depraved” and “a 
madman” throughout his 
nearly two-hour closing 

statement Monday which 
included specific stories 
from the Sheehan family 
cataloging the patriarch’s 
erratic, violent behavior.

Dowd spent so much 
time on the character of 
Sheehan’s husband that at 
one point Queens Supreme 
Court Judge Barry Kron 
interrupted.

“The person on trial is 
not Raymond Sheehan, it is 
Barbara Sheehan,” he said.

The fact that Sheehan 
killed her husband is not 
in dispute, but Dowd’s ar-
gument was that she acted 
in self-defense when she 
used a .38-caliber revolver 
and Glock 9 mm handgun 
to shoot Raymond Sheehan 
a total of 11 times while he 
was shaving in the bath-
room Feb. 18, 2008.

Queens Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Debra Pomo-
dore told the jury Sheehan 
was not justified in using 
deadly force against her 
husband, and killed him 

not out of fear but because 
she hated him and wanted 
out of their marriage.

 “Barbara Sheehan 

made a conscious decision 
she was going to end that 
marriage not by divorce,” 
Pomodore said. “She was 

going to end that marriage 
with the muzzle of a gun.”

As Sheehan tells it, the 
years of abuse at the hands 

of her husband, and the 
fact he had pointed a gun at 
her head on that February 
morning, led her to believe 
that he was in fact going 
to carry out the threat she 
had heard over and over 
throughout their nearly 20 
years of marriage, accord-
ing to Dowd.

“Barbara Sheehan is 
the world’s best expert on 
when things were really 
life-threatening and dan-
gerous because she’s seen it 
for 17 years,” Dowd said.

But Pomodore sought 
to distance the case from 
the cause of battered wom-
en, which had brought out 
many supporters and activ-
ists who were clad in pur-
ple clothes and wore purple 
ribbons, symbolizing soli-
darity with abused women.

“This case is not a ref-
erendum on how you feel 
about domestic violence,” 
Pomodore said, adding that 
Sheehan was in fact a for-

Barbara Sheehan (c.) stands with children Jennifer Joyce (l.) and Raymond Sheehan during a break in 
her murder trial at Queens County Supreme Court. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
Two factions within 

the Queens Republican 
Party each elected their 
own chairman last week, 
setting up a court battle 
over who is the party’s le-
gitimate leader.

Queens GOP Chair-
man Phil Ragusa, who is 
recognized by the state 
GOP, was re-elected during 
a reorganizational meet-
ing at Reception House in 
Flushing Sept. 28.

Former City Council-
man Tom Ognibene, who is 
backed by another faction 
led by the Haggerty broth-
ers Bart and John was 
elected chairman during a 
meeting at Villa Russo in 
South Richmond Hill.

Both sides claim the 
other’s leader is illegiti-
mate.

Lawyers for Ragusa 
were in Queens Supreme 
Court Tuesday to file an ac-
tion against Bart Haggerty 
and Ognibene.

Queens GOP spokes-
man Robert Hornak said 
the Haggerty faction vio-
lated a court order that 
prevented them from hold-
ing an official Queens GOP 
meeting and filed an emer-
gency action to prevent the 
Haggerty faction from fil-
ing certification with the 
state Board of Elections.

During a reorganiza-
tion meeting two years ago 
attended by both factions, 
Ragusa was elected chair-
man, but the Haggerty fac-

tion walked out, claimed 
the voting was flawed and 
held a separate meeting to 
install Bart Haggerty as 
chairman.

Ragusa spokesman 
Robert Hornak said there 
was a temporary restrain-
ing order in place to pre-
vent the Haggerty faction 
from holding a meeting, 
but the group went ahead 
and elected Ognibene any-
way.

“There’s only one 
chairman and that’s Phil 
Ragusa,” Hornak said. 
“Clearly, he is the recog-
nized chairman.”

Ognibene was chosen 
in a vote by acclamation 
with Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) nomi-

Qns. GOP factions head to court 
to settle dispute over leadership

Mayor takes stand in trial 
of John Haggerty on theft

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg was grilled 
Monday by a defense at-
torney in the $1.1 million 
theft case against a former 
campaign aide and Queens 
Republican political opera-
tive, John Haggerty.

The mayor gave the 
$1.1 million to the Indepen-
dence Party in 2009 to be 
used by Haggerty for poll 
watching during the elec-
tion.

 Bloomberg testified 
Monday in Manhattan Su-
preme Court that he only 
authorized the money for 
a ballot security operation 
when he sought a third 
term in 2009, not to enable 
Haggerty to buy out his 

brother’s share in their fa-
ther’s Forest Hills home as 
prosecutors claim.  

About $750,000  of the 

$1.1 million reached Hag-
gerty through a donation 
Bloomberg made to the 

In this courtroom sketch, Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) takes the 
stand in Manhattan Supreme Court as a witness against former 
campaign aide John Haggerty, who is accused of stealing $1.1 mil-
lion of the mayor’s money. AP Photo/Elizabeth Williams

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40 Continued on Page 40
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5Turner taps Weiner for advice
New GOP congressman says he is learning issues of the district

BY JOE ANUTA

Newly elected U.S. Rep. 
Bob Turner (R-Howard 
Beach) met with his pre-
decessor, Anthony Weiner, 
for an hour last week to dis-
cuss ongoing issues in the 
9th Congressional District.

Turner requested the 
tete-a-tete to try and make 
his transition to Congress 
as smooth as possible for 
constituents, he said in an 
interview at TimesLedger 
Newspapers’ office last 
Thursday.

“There are a lot of 
things in the pipeline,” 
Turner said of the roughly 
166 active case files Wein-
er’s staff has stayed to 
work on since the former 
Democratic congressman 
resigned in June amid a 
sexting scandal. “It was all 
business. I never asked how 
he was feeling.”

Turner already has his 
sights on several Queens is-
sues.

He will pick up the 
torch on many problems 
Weiner worked on or was at 
least aware of, Turner said, 
even though the two men 
are from polar opposites of 

the political spectrum. The 
Republican congressman, 
for example, plans to inter-
vene on behalf of Middle 
Village residents who are 
tormented by trains run-
ning through their neigh-
borhood, he said.

Turner also expressed 
concern for the eroding 
beaches of Rockaway, 
the gas pipeline running 
through Broad Channel 

and his opposition to the 
expansion of a John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport 
runway into environmen-
tally fragile Jamaica Bay.

Turner has not met 
with many other members 
of the Queens congressio-
nal delegation to talk about 
issues that affect the bor-
ough. He did sit down, how-
ever, with City Councilman 
Peter Koo (R-Flushing),  de-

spite the fact that Turner’s 
district encompasses only a 
small piece of Koo’s Flush-
ing.  The councilman en-
dorsed Turner’s opponent, 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck), in 
the special election race 
that culminated Sept. 13. 
Koo  met with Turner to 
talk about the issues fac-
ing groups of Asian immi-

Newly elected U.S. Rep. Bob Turner talks to TimesLedger staff about his first weeks in office. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

LIRR tunnel work raises fears of delays
BY JOE ANUTA

Queens commuters who use the 
Long Island Rail Road may get to sleep 
in a little longer Monday mornings.

Amtrak will be repairing all four 
of the East River tunnels on week-
ends over the next four years, and 
while the passenger railroad compa-
ny said it does not foresee any delays 
to Monday morning LIRR service, at 
least one member of the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority board 
rolled their eyes at the prediction.

“This is very dangerous,” said 
MTA board member Charles Moer-
dler. “The LIRR does not have the 
greatest track record — no pun in-
tended — of punctuality. But if this 
comes on top of it, that’s bad.”

The work will take place in one 
or two tunnels beginning each Friday 

at 10 p.m. Workers are scheduled to be 
out of the tunnels by 5 a.m. Monday to 
allow for the hundreds of daily com-
muter trains that use them, accord-
ing to the LIRR.

Amtrak does not foresee any 
service delays, but Moerdler said the 
slightest tardiness could mean a huge 
backlog for the roughly 300,000 people 
who use the service each weekday.

If a crew member took too long to 
eat his lunch or took too long a break 
and was out of the tunnel 10 minutes 
late, it could delay the first train and 
then all the trains behind it, which 
could mushroom to 10 times the delay, 
he said.

In addition, Moerdler said the 
project will likely affect passengers 
beyond its projected completion in 
2015.

Victor Woods and Tim Petrizzo chisel away 
at tunnels for the East Side Access proj-
ect in 2008. Amtrak plans to refurbish its 
four East Side tunnels under the East River 
will delay construction of the project un-
til 2018, as well as create possible Monday 
morning delays for LIRR customers in 
Queens and Long Island.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky stands on a crosswalk hovering above a 
portion of her district containing no constituents: the Cross Island 
Parkway. Photo by Christina Santucci

Stavisky district lines 
act as Rorschach test

BY JOE ANUTA

The Queens lawmaker 
who has one of the most 
clearly contorted boundary 
lines in the borough wants 
to take redistricting power 
out of the hands of politi-
cians.

When state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
looks at her coverage area, 
she sees “a Rorschach test 
for troubled people.”

It is barely contiguous, 
which is required by the 
state. Between Clintonville 
and 148th streets in Whit-
estone, her district  is actu-
ally just the Cross Island 
Parkway.

“If I walked the perim-
eter of my district, I would 
get hit by a car,” she said, 
standing on a crosswalk 
high above the thorough-
fare.

Her constituents saw 
many things when asked 
to look at the lines defining 
her district.

Andrew Gurski, of Bay 
Terrace, thought it looked 
like a frog with “a leg prob-
lem.”

Gabby Federici 
thought the oddly shaped 
boundary resembled a 
dragon carrying something 
in its mouth.

Hassan Krayem 
thought it looked like an 
upside-down monster.

And Stavisky knows 
who created that monster.

The corridor-like por-
tion of the district was 
drawn in 1992, before 
Stavisky took the seat, she 
said,  by the state Legisla-

tive Task Force on Demo-
graphic Research and Reap-
portionment. The parkway 
serves as an umbilical cord 
connecting the Democratic 
neighborhoods of Beech-
hurst and Bay Terrace to 
the main hub of her Demo-
cratic district in Flushing.

By connecting the two 
neighborhoods to the 16th 
District, the committee 
took them out of the neigh-
boring district, which was 
then held by former Sen. 
Frank Padavan.

Padavan was a Re-
publican, and since the 
neighborhoods in question 
typically vote Democratic, 
they would have hurt his 
chances for re-election, ac-
cording to Stavisky, which 
is why they were removed. 
But the Democrats benefit-
ted as well, since the addi-
tion of the neighborhoods 
made the 16th District a 
deeper hue of blue.

“It was wrong in 1992, 
and it’s wrong now,” she 
said.

The tentacles of her x-
shaped district also encom-
pass parts of Glen Oaks, 
Hillcrest, Fresh Meadows, 
Pomonok, Kew Gardens 
Hills, Oakland Gardens, 
Maspeth, Flushing, Rego 
Park, Forest Hills, East 
Elmhurst and oddly, the 
power plants north of As-
toria.

Stavisky is one many 
lawmakers calling for re-
districting to be done by 
an independent body, since 
in the past lines have been 
shifted to keep incumbents 

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40
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Paying too much 
for heating oil?
If you answered yes, then you owe it to 
yourself to make a simple phone call today.

877.737.6990
petro.com

Ask how we can help you achieve 

ENERGY SAVINGS OF AT LEAST  
10% — GUARANTEED!*

Commit to saving energy 
and the environment. 

OIL   |   AC   |   PROPANE   |   NATURAL GAS   |   PLUMBING   |   HOME SECURITY

*For boilers only. Savings based on installation of Beckett AquaSmart boiler control. May not be available in all areas. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Subject to change without notice. Additional terms and conditions may apply. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2011 Petro. P_11415

Maple Grove to hold Halloween 
fest, carved pumpkin contest

Adults and children are invited to 
Maple Grove’s GREAT Halloween Festi-
val & Carved Pumpkin Contest Oct. 29 
from 2 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at Maple Grove 
Cemetery, at 83-15 Kew Gardens Road.

From 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., the day’s 
program will be launched with The 
Strange and Unusual with a Touch of 
the Paranormal Walking Tour — not for 
those under 12.

Following will be a 15-minute chil-
dren’s costume parade at 3:45 p.m and 
at 4 p.m. there will be storytelling, face 

painting, crafts and carved pumpkins. 
For those who would like to participate 
in the carved pumpkin contest, bring 
your pre-carved pumpkin with a candle 
inside. Pumpkin drop-off is between 
2 p.m. and 5 p.m. and viewing is from 5 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Judging and prizes will be 
awarded.

A $5 donation to the Friends of Ma-
ple Grove members is suggested and chil-
dren under 12 are free.

For more information, call 917-881-
3358 or e-mail friendsofmgc@aol.com.Your wife needs help  

after her stroke and  
she can’t even ask for it.

Now what? 
Skilled therapists from VNSNY can help rebuild her speech,  

movement and memory, while nurses help manage pain,  

monitor vitals and assist with medication. With rehabilitation 

services that enhance the recovery process, the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO SPEAK TO A VNSNY REPRESENTATIVE ABOUT 

THE HOME HEALTH CARE OPTIONS THAT ARE RIGHT FOR YOU.

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG/ANSWERS

PHYSICAL THERAPISTS 
SPEECH THERAPISTS

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS 
REGISTERED NURSES

Our services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

facebook.com/vnsny @vnsny_news
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Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.  
We’ll meet or beat any competitor’s price on a complete pair of eyeglasses or they’re free!

Under New Management!
56-25 Myrtle Avenue, Ridgewood, NY   718-497-5470

Grand Re-Opening Sale!

1st Pair

2ndPair

30%
off

60%
off

All Multifocal
Lenses

Including
Lined Bifocals or

Progressive No-Line Lenses
EYE EXAM ONLY $9.99!

Including

Starting at

2 Complete Pairs of 
Eyeglasses

Fashionable Frames
Single Vision Lenses

$5999

EYE EXAM ONLY $9.99!

Designer
Frames

Buy One, Get One

 
 

and More!
EYE EXAM ONLY $9.99!

Free*

*Frames from select group. **After $55 patient rebate and purchase of contact lens exam. Other restrictions may apply. See store for details. Prices subject to change without notice. Limited time offer.

3O% Off Prescription Eyeglasses for AAA & AARP Members.

97 years of experience

Contact Lenses
1 Year Supply

only

OR
Easywear 100 Avaira

Buy 6 Boxes,
Get 2 Free!

2 WEEK LENSES

$9999**
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WOODHAVEN — Police were asking 
for the public’s help in locating a Brooklyn 
man wanted in connection with a shooting 
in Woodhaven.

On Sept. 22 at about 10:45 p.m., a 
26-year-old man was walking by 86-30 98th 
St. when he heard several gunshots, then 
realized he had been shot once in the right 
arm, police said.

He was taken to Jamaica Hospital 
Medical Center, where he was treated and 
subsequently released, police said.

Police say they believe their suspect, 
Andrew Palacios, a 22-year-old Hispanic 
man from 55 Grant Ave. in Brooklyn, al-
legedly carried out the shooting. They pro-
vided a photograph of Palacios wearing a 
red bandana.

Police have asked that anyone with 
information regarding the shooting either 
call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-8477, visit 
nypdcrimestoppers.com or text 274637. 

 

We’ve Gone Green!
Energy Star© Qualified Lighting 10% OFF

ANY PURCHASE
Up To$150 OFF

 
 

 yellow tagged 

selected items

UP 
TO 50% OFF

POLICE 

Blotter
Cops seek Brooklyn man in Woodhaven shooting

ANDREW PALACIOS

Ga. man carried ammo, revolver into LGA: Police
LAGUARDIA AIRPORT — Port Au-

thority police have arrested a man who 
attempted to board a plane at LaGuardia 
Airport with unlicensed firearms, accord-
ing to a criminal complaint.

Between 11:45 a.m. and 12 p.m. Sept. 
25, Randolph Terry-Edward, 54, of Evans, 
Ga., allegedly declared two .22-caliber re-
volvers and eight rounds of ammunition 
for a pre-flight baggage check-in at Termi-
nal C for a U.S. Airways flight, the com-
plaint shows.

A U.S. Airways employee said Terry-

Edward admitted that a gun case contain-
ing the guns and ammo on the counter next 
to him was his when he was asked about it, 
and that the traveler could not produce a 
valid New York state pistol permit, accord-
ing to the complaint.

The employee reported that Terry-Ed-
ward then said, “I didn’t know you needed 
a permit,” the complaint said.

Terry-Edward was released on his 
own recognizance and is due to return to 
court Oct. 27.

Rosedale murder suspect in video sought by police
ROSEDALE — Police have released a 

video of an individual they would like to 
question in connection with the murder of 
a Rosedale teen in Brooklyn last month.

Kyanna Thomas, 16, of 149th Road, was 
stabbed in the head around 3 a.m. Sept. 25 
at the corner of McDougal Street and Sara-
toga Avenue in Brownsville, Brooklyn, 
police said. She was rushed to Interfaith 
Hospital but was pronounced dead once 
she arrived there, according to police.

Police have released a video depicting 
a 5-foot-8 black man between 18 and 20 years 
old and weighing 160 pounds running in a 
white T-shirt and long, dark shorts. Detec-
tives said they would like to question him 
about the homicide.

Crime Stoppers is offering a $12,000 
reward for information leading to the ar-
rest and conviction of whoever committed 
the murder.

Anyone with information on the kill-
ing is urged to call Crimestoppers at 1-800-
577-TIPS (8477), text their tips to 274637 
(crimes) then enter TIP577 or log on to nyp-
dcrimestoppers.com. All reports will be 
kept confidential.

Police want the public’s help identifying this 
man, who they hope to question in connec-
tion with the Sept. 25 murder of Rosedale teen 
Kyanna Thomas. Photo courtesy NYPD
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Our small size and dedicated staff help young men reach their potential through a values-based 
education, discipline, and outstanding instruction in a safe, caring environment. 
�
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/�0100�1/�2���3�+�2�2���()..)��.45�,����..5.+��6��
777+5�,����..5.+��6�

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Flushing, New York, 11358 
 
Holy Cross High School was established in 1955 by the Brothers of Holy Cross as the first Catholic high 
school for boys in Queens. 
 
Father Walter Jenkins, C.S.C.    Mr. Joseph Giannuzzi  
President        Principal 
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BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Jackson Heights immigration ad-

vocates rejoiced after neighborhood 
residents Nadia and Nazmin Habib, 
who were set to be deported to Ban-
gladesh, were granted a reprieve last 
Thursday just as they were scheduled 
to leave the country.

“At least this is a temporary re-
lief for her and her family,” said Dan-
iella Alulema, core member of the 
state Youth Leadership Council.

The deportation, which was slat-
ed for Sept. 29, would have separated 
the Habib family. Nadia Habib, who 
is 20, and her mother Nazmin would 
have been sent back to their country 
of birth while her father, Jawad, and 
Nadia’s three siblings would have 
been able to stay in America. Jawad 
Habib has a green card and Nadia 
Habib’s siblings were born in this 
country.

Alulema said more than 100 peo-
ple from the community and immi-
grant advocacy organizations rallied 
on behalf of the Habibs at Federal Pla-
za in Manhattan that day until they 
received the word that the Habibs 
would be able to stay in America for 
at least another year.

“This is a classic case where we 
can have a positive effect on people’s 
lives and where they truly deserve 
justice,” said City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights), whose 
lawyer, Sebastian Maguire, assisted 
the Habibs.

The Habibs could not be reached 
for comment.

The mother and daughter came 
to America in 1993 to seek political 
asylum without Jawad Habib when 
Nadia Habib was almost 2 years old 
and immediately tried to get legal 
status, Maguire said. In 2000, Nazmin 
Habib missed a court date due to an 
illness.

When Nazmin tried to reopen 
the case, the judge rejected it, saying 
he had trouble tracking down one of 
her medical caretakers. Advocates 
argue the judge had typed in the care-
taker’s license number incorrectly. 
The mother and daughter have been 
fighting for re-reviews for years since 
before they received a deportation or-
der in August.

 Maguire said Jawad Habib was 
allowed in 2010 to remain in the Unit-
ed States because he had been here for 
more than 10 years, had good moral 
character and the move back would 

have been a hardship on the children, 
who have multiple medical problems. 
Maguire said the same argument 
should apply to Nazmin Habib.

“They never tried to deceive the 
government in any way,” Dromm 
said. “They were always up front and 
honest.”

Dromm said Nadia is now an 
honors student at Stony Brook Uni-
versity.

He described her as “a very bright 
young woman, someone who would be 
an asset to this country, as would the 
whole family.”

Dromm said he hoped the fam-
ily’s case would be dropped in accor-
dance with President Barack Obama’s 
directive that U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement should focus 
its efforts on deporting criminals 
rather than immigrant youth who 
have grown up in the country.

Fahd Ahmed, of Desis Rising Up 
and Moving, said this case was an 
example of what he calls America’s 
“broken” immigration system and 
said many other immigrants were in 
situations similar to Nadia Habib’s.

“I think what it does emphasize 
for us is that the root causes of the 
problems will remain,” Ahmed said.

Jackson Heights residents Nadia Habib (l.) and her mother Nazmin gave an interview to WCBS-TV the day before they heard the news 
that they would be able to stay in America for at least another year. They were originally set to be deported back to Bangladesh. 

AP Photo/WCBS-TV

A proposal to redevelop the RKO Keith’s Theatre in Flushing may 
be in jeopardy after the FAA issued a letter last month saying the 
planned building would be tall enough to encroach on airspace at 
nearby LaGuardia Airport. Photo by Christina Santucci

Developer downplays 
RKO height concerns
BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

 
The long-awaited re-

vitalization of the RKO 
Keith’s Theatre in down-
town Flushing faces one 
final hurdle before it can 
take off.

The building’s owner, 
Manhattan developer Pat-
rick Thomspon,  thought he 
had received final approval 
to move forward with a $160 
million overhaul of the the-
ater, which has sat fallow 
at the intersection of Main 
Street and Northern Boule-
vard for more than two de-
cades,  when the city Board 
of Standards and Appeals 
gave its blessing in July.

But a new letter sent 
Sept. 23 to Thompson’s law-
yer, Howard Goldman, by 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration aroused new 
concerns when it was first 
released, as it seemed to 
suggest that the proposal 
would need to go back to the 
drawing board for a hair-
cut of more than 40 feet, a 
change that would threaten 
its economic viability. The 
site is located approximate-
ly 7,000 feet from a LaGuar-
dia Airport runway, which 
raises the possibility that 
a tall building there could 
pose a risk to aircraft.

“The structure as de-
scribed exceeds obstruction 
standards and/or would 
have an adverse physical or 
electromagnetic interfer-
ence effect upon navigable 
airspace or air navigation 
facilities,” the letter reads. 

“Pending resolution of the 
issues described below, the 
structure is presumed to 
be a hazard to air naviga-
tion.”

The building, as 
planned, would rise 162 feet 
above ground level. The 
letter said that in order to 
gain a “favorable determi-
nation,” the project’s height 
would have to be reduced to 
118 feet above ground level, 
but that it could still be re-
jected even if it were amend-
ed to the lower height.

But the FAA leaves 
wiggle room since the let-
ter goes on to say that “to 
pursue a favorable deter-
mination at the originally 
submitted height, further 
study would be necessary.” 
The letter indicates that 
further study could take up 
to 120 days and must be re-
quested by Thompson with-
in 60 days of Sept. 23.

Thompson has hired 
an FAA consultant in hopes 
of securing a favorable de-
termination, according to 
his spokesman, Michael 
Nussbaum. 

At some point between 
2003 and 2005, the theater’s 
previous owner, developer 
Shaya Boymelgreen, re-
ceived a green light  from 
the FAA to build a struc-
ture with the exact same 
height and footprint as the 
one Thompson has planned 
for the site, according to 
both Nussbaum and Com-
munity Board 7 Chairman 
Eugene Kelty.

Feds spare Jax Hts family
Deportation of mother and college-age daughter stopped at 11th hour
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Do not let computers replace teachers in schools

W
ith all the focus on 
the importance of 
technology in our 
schools, there is 

another important issue 
that needs to be addressed. 
That is the fact that our 
students need to be able to 
know how to express their 
thoughts through oral read-
ing and writing.

The use of computers 

in our classrooms has be-
come the dominant way for 
students to use their think-
ing processes and express 
themselves. A computer 
does not teach a student 
to read or write; a teacher 
does. Students can eas-
ily use their computers to 
complete assignments with 
relatively little difficulty.

But ask them to ex-

press themselves through 
oral and written commu-
nication and it becomes 
an entirely different story. 
That is why the education 
system in this country 
must allow significant time 
in every classroom in every 
school for teachers to be 
able to teach reading and 
writing skills to their stu-
dents from kindergarten 

through 12th-grade.
Computers are use-

ful as an addendum in the 
classroom for some in-
struction, but they should 
not and must not ever take 
the place of the classroom 
teacher.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

ALABAMA RIDES 
AGAIN

Should the actions of a redneck Alabama governor 
be of any concern to Queens residents? The answer is 
yes. They were 50 years ago and they are today.

In 1962, Gov. George Wallace declared, “Segrega-
tion now, segregation tomorrow, segregation forever” 
and fought the efforts of the federal government to inte-
grate the state’s schools.

In response, young men and women from the North-
east, including students from Queens College and the 
borough at large, boarded buses to join the fight against 
segregation.

Fast forward to 2011. Alabama’s current governor, 
Robert Bentley, has signed a state immigration law that 
authorizes local police to question and detain suspected 
illegal immigrants and hold them without bond. The 
law also requires the state’s public schools to check the 
immigration status of any student believed to be in this 
country illegally.

In so doing, Alabama has usurped an authority that 
has traditionally belonged completely to the federal gov-
ernment. It is the job of U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement to enforce the nation’s immigration laws.

No doubt many Americans are excited by Bentley’s 
actions. They believe illegal immigrants are responsible 
for the record unemployment and other economic prob-
lems facing the United States. They are wrong.

If the courts do not succeed in overturning this leg-
islation, right-wing activists will attempt to duplicate it 
in every state.

That must not happen. Local police cannot be called 
upon to interpret and enforce immigration laws. Teach-
ers and administrators must make it clear they will nev-
er check the immigration status of their students.

No one knows how many illegal immigrants live in 
Queens, and we do not know how many of their children 
attend public schools. Every child belongs in school re-
gardless of their parents’ immigration status.

We also believe “illegals” make a positive contribu-
tion to the local economy. They do jobs people who can 
work “on the books” do not want to do.

The nation should be repulsed by what is happening 
in Alabama. We do not believe, as Bentley asserts, that 
this law is not about “racial profiling.” Our hope is that 
the U.S. Supreme Court and an outraged public will stop 
this virus before it spreads.
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Rich must pay higher tax rates

T
he French, they are 
funny race” is a 
phrase from a 1955 
British comedy film. 

U.S. Reps. Bob Ney (R-Ohio) 
and Walter B. Jones Jr. (R-
N.C.) did not think them 
funny when they so strong-
ly, and now proven rightly, 
were against Bush taking 
us into Iraq.

These two self-styled 
“patriots” actually man-
aged to convince many 
like-minded conservatives 
to henceforth eat only free-
dom fries rather than those 
traitorous greasy french 
fries. Somehow, french 
toast survived to toast yet 
another day, and although 
Canada was also against 
the ill-conceived invasion, 
it did not get its Canadian 
bacon put on the chopping 
block. Oh, those immoral, 
haughty French ....

Well, perhaps our 
country could learn a little 
about true patriotism from 
that “funny race.” Warren 
Buffet recently suggested 
a tax levy on the nation’s 
wealthy to help America 
manage its debt. Repub-
licans immediately cried 
class warfare. Some war: 

cannons vs. pea shooters.
In France, 16 of the 

wealthiest individuals 
have now mimicked Buffet 
and voluntarily called for a 
special tax on the wealthy 
to help manage its own 
national debt burden. The 
wealthy pay a top rate of 40 
percent. Plus, they pay an 
annual wealth tax on their 
total assets, levying fees 
of between 0.5 percent and 
1.8 percent on assets above 
$1.1 million, not to mention 
all the other estate, inheri-
tance, gift, social, corpo-
rate and VAT taxes.

Nevertheless, they in-
sist on helping their coun-
try at this time of severe 
distress. I am sure some in 
our country will say they 
are doing it for some devi-
ous reason, but I think pa-
triotism might be the true 
definition of that motiva-
tion.

Some of the uber-rich 
in our country besides Buf-
fet seem to be having feel-

ings similar to their French 
counterparts. Stephen A. 
Schwarzman of the Black-
stone Group, George Soros 
and others involved in that 
class war are coming about 
saying that the minuscule 
additional tax they would 
pay — as they did prior to 
the Bush tax cuts — is irrel-
evant to their total fortune, 
so they might as well save 
the country that gave them 
the opportunity to rise to 
the financial heights they 
have.

How noble. Even 
our own Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg thought it was 
the right thing to do. We do, 
however, have some like the 
Koch brothers who have no 
limit to their greed.

As a great humanitari-
an senator from Massachu-
setts once said, “When does 
the greed stop?” When does 
patriotism start?

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

Racism not a role over halal market

I 
was disturbed that 
Sheraz Kahn, owner of 
the Super Halal meat 
market, said that our 

protest was aimed at his es-
tablishment because of his 
ethnicity. How ridiculous! 
There is a supermarket 
just three blocks west of 
his place, owned by people 
of his nationality which, 
when opened, had a com-
munity problem concern-
ing double parking in front 
of his store. He quickly 

remedied the situation and 
has been a good neighbor 
ever since.

Our only interest is 
the preservation of our 
community and all who 
choose to live here. We have 
no desire to harass him 
or anyone else. Everyone 
should adhere to the codes 
concerning health, build-
ing permits and the general 
welfare in the community 
they choose to do business.

After all, a food market 

has an obligation to protect 
the safety and good health 
of the families that will pa-
tronize it. It must furnish 
its clientele with healthful, 
uncontaminated products 
— especially when families 
with children are their cus-
tomers.

Bernard M. Aquilino
President Emeritus

Rocky Hill Civic 
Association

Bellerose Manor

Residents need more West Nile info

I 
read with great interest 
the article “West Nile 
sickens Whitestone se-
nior” in the Sept. 22-28 

Whitestone Times. The 
story said that “Whites-
tone has been sprayed for 
mosquitoes five times this 
year, the latest taking place 
last week, according to the 
DOH.”

Perhaps a follow-
up article could address 
why Whitestone has been 
sprayed so many times. 

There are several questions 
that need to be answered.

Isn’t one or two sprays 
effective? What exactly has 
been sprayed on us as we 
try to get rid of mosqui-
toes? Are the residents at 
risk for being exposed to 
so much pesticide spray be-
ing dropped on them? Are 
there more natural meth-
ods to rid mosquitoes in 
our midst?

Moreover, I do not be-
lieve most local residents 

were even aware that we 
were sprayed for mosqui-
toes five times. Were win-
dows closed and air con-
ditioners adjusted to close 
the air vents? Perhaps the 
Whitestone Times could 
publish when there will 
be spraying by the city De-
partment of Health in our 
area.

Gary Gelber
Whitestone

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Newly elected Turner must help out suffering people
W

hy is it that when 
former Mayor Ed 
Koch and state As-
semblyman Dov 

Hikind (D-Brooklyn) en-
dorse a woefully unquali-
fied, radical right-wing, 
Tea Bag Republican for 
the umpteenth time, Dee 
Richard and the media all 
go gaga, but when a Repub-
lican like Flushing City 
Councilman Peter Koo 
crosses party lines to sup-
port a highly qualified and 
progressive candidate like 
Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Little Neck), it is 
at best ignored or at worse 
castigated by the hopeless-
ly biased Dee Richard?

Could it be that media 
types fall over backward 

for Bob Turner, just as they 
did for eight long years 
with King Mike because 
they all want one of their 
own in charge? Is that why 
they turned a blind eye to 
the inherent racism and Is-
lamophobia of Turner and 
his buddies? I am a proud 
Jew who is finishing his 
service as vice president of 
the recently dearly depart-
ed Rosedale Jewish Center.

And by the way, when 
will the same Lame Street 
right-wingers like Dee re-
port that on the first day 
of what we can all hope is 
a short 13 months, Turner’s 
first congressional vote 
was to take organizing 
rights away from workers 
trying to hold on to a shred 

of the middle class that the 
Koch brothers and the rest 
of the plutocracy of the top 
1 percent keep trying to 
take away?

Finally, will you hold 
Turner’s feet to the fire un-
less and until he supports 
our kids, police officers, 
firefighters and teachers 
and the millions of people 
who U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives Speaker John 
Boehner (R-Ohio) has failed 
to put forth one job-creating 
bill for? Will you call upon 
him and the aptly named 
reactionary Rep. Mike 
Grimm (R-Staten Island) 
to put the people before his 
party by supporting Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s jobs 
bill, which is fully paid for 

as part of the president’s 
Long-Term Deficit Reduc-
tion Plan?

Will you urge him to 
support previously biparti-
san tax cuts to help Amer-
ica’s small businesses hire 
and grow — tax reductions 
that will cut the payroll 
tax in half for 98 percent of 
businesses? Can you call 
upon Bob and Mike to agree 
to a complete payroll tax 
holiday for added workers 
or increased wages? Can 
you ask these fairweather 
“patriots” to support a “re-
turning heroes” hiring tax 
credit for veterans? Can 
you ask these supposed 
“pro-lifers” to prevent up 
to 280,000 teacher layoffs 
while keeping cops and 

firefighters on the job?
Can you ask them to 

find it in their hearts to 
support an extension of 
unemployment insurance 
to prevent 5 million Ameri-
cans looking for work from 
losing their benefits? Could 
you please ask Bob and 
Mike to join the president 
in approving a $4,000 tax 
credit to employers for hir-
ing long-term unemployed 
workers as well as pro-
hibiting employers from 
discriminating against 
unemployed workers when 
hiring? Could you help 
get more money into the 
pockets of hardworking 
Americans by having Bob 
and Mike support cutting 
payroll taxes in half for 160 

million workers next year 
by giving a $1,500 tax cut to 
the typical American fam-
ily, without negatively af-
fecting the Social Security 
trust fund?

It is time to choose. Do 
you, Dee, Bob and Mike, 
stand with the Koch broth-
ers and the other 1 percent 
who made out like bandits 
during the Bush years, or 
do you stand with the other 
99 percent of us?

David Pecoraro
UFT Chapter Leader
Beach Channel High 

School
Beach Channel
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Dishing 
with Dee

T
here is so much hap-
pening these days 
that it is hard to try 
and decide which 

places to go. Unfortunate-
ly, as hard as you might, 
it’s just impossible to be at 
several places at the same 
time, although we do give it 
our best shot.

On Sept. 26, presiden-
tial candidate Ron Paul 
held a rally at Webster Hall 
on East 11th Street in Man-
hattan at 7:30 p.m. There 
wasn’t room for even a 
skinny sardine to squeeze 
in. It would seem Paul is 
the Pied Piper of young 
adults. Paul is living proof 
that young people will get 

involved if you have the 
right message.

There were a number 
of people there from Queens 
and our own City Council-
man Dan Halloran intro-
duced Paul, whose rally 
was billed as “How to En-
ergize Your Republican 
Party.” And energize them 
he did!

Things are getting 
pretty interesting in the 
Queens Republican Party. 
On Sept. 28, it held its elec-
tion for county leader for 
the next two years. The in-
teresting thing about this 
election was the fact it held 
two elections for two differ-
ent leaders. One was held 
in Flushing by supporters 
of current Chairman Phil 

Ragusa; the other in How-
ard Beach by supporters of 
challenger former Council-
man Tom Ognibene.

Both men claimed 
victory and declared the 
other candidate’s election 

invalid. What’s the answer 
to this quagmire? Why, the 
courts, what else? From the 
information I’ve gathered, 
the case was to be heard 
Tuesday and it could be 
decided then or drag on for 
another six months. Stay 
tuned, as there’s never a 
dull political moment. Af-
ter 16 years of infighting, 
hopefully the party will be 
unified.

Last Thursday, Barba-

ra Leonardi invited about 
25 of her closest friends to 
join her in her birthday cel-
ebration. She held it at Te-
quila Sunrise on Bell Boule-
vard in Bayside. What a fun 
place to have a party. They 
put a Mexican sombrero on 
the birthday person’s head 
and a musician played the 
guitar while singing happy 
birthday. Happy birthday, 
Barbara! It was a fun eve-
ning.

On Friday evening at 
Queensborough College, 

there was an art exhibit 
and reception. The artist 
was Wenzhi Zhang, who 
was born in Guangzhou, 
China. Part of her exhibit 
was “New Mankind: My 
Family.” The other part 
was, “Please Don’t Forget 
the Dragons.” One of the 
most generous sponsors of 
the exhibit was Stephen 

Chen of Crystal Windows 
and Doors. Some of the 
elected officials from our 
part of Queens at the event 
were Halloran, state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky and state 
Assemblyman Mark We-

prin — all of whom joined 
in the festivities.

On Saturday, the New 
York Press Club Foundation 
held its 19th-annual Jour-
nalism Conference at New 
York University’s Kimmel 
Center. This year’s theme 
was “Crisis and Change.”

Gabe Pressman is the 
club’s president and was 
present for the entire day. 

I teased him at lunch by 
saying that he and I were 
the official perennial tee-
ny-boppers of the club. We 
have both attended these 
conferences more years 
than either of us care to 
remember. Gabe is a great 
guy who has fought tire-
lessly to protect the rights 
and status of all members 
of the press.

They had a wonder-
ful selection of panelists. 
The particular sections 
I opted for were “How to 
Put the Fire Out Quickly,” 
which of course was all 
about damage control, and 
“Crowdsourcing in a Cri-
sis,” which dealt with find-
ing sources and using so-
cial media during breaking 
news. The general topic for 
everyone was “Parachut-
ing In,” which referred to 
covering a crisis when it’s 
not in your own backyard.

Sam Roberts was in-
ducted into the New York 

Press Club Journalism 
Hall of Fame. Sam worked 
for 15 years at the Daily 
News and joined The New 
York Times in 1983, where 
he remains today. He has 
authored three books and 
hosts a weekly news and in-
terview program on NY1.

The keynote speaker 
was Juan Williams, a reg-
ular panelist on “Fox News 
Sunday.” I found him to be a 
fascinating man who spent 
21 years at the Washington 
Post and a number of years 
at NPR as a senior corre-
spondent and has authored 
five books. His latest is 
“Muzzled: The Assault on 
Honest Debate.”

Williams used his 
public firing from NPR as 
a launching pad to discuss 
the ways in which honest 
debate in America, from 
Congress to town hall meet-
ings, is stifled. The book’s a 
great read.

With high hopes, boro GOP will settle differences soon

Weprin lacked Turner’s organization, media attention

R
epublican Robert 
Turner, ran in a 
regular election in 
the 9th Congressio-

nal District last year and 
received about 40 percent of 
the vote, won an upset vic-
tory over state Assembly-
man David Weprin (D-Little 
Neck) with a stronger cam-
paign for the same seat.

As we analyze the 
results, in addition to the 
Democrats having a 3-1 
advantage in registration 
throughout the district, 
Weprin had three party 
endorsements to Turner’s 
two. Weprin, as the Demo-
cratic Party candidate, was 

supported by the Working 
Families and Independence 
parties. Turner, as the Re-
publican standard bearer, 
was endorsed by the Con-
servative Party.

It seems that many 
factors influenced the fi-
nal results, especially for-
mer Mayor Ed Koch’s and 
state Assemblyman Dov 
Hikind’s (D-Brooklyn) 
endorsements. Turner’s 
strong support for Israel 
helped him considerably. It 
could also be said that some 
of the registered Democrats 
got tired of the endless cam-
paigning they were sub-
jected to by the Democratic 
National Congressional 
Campaign Committee in 
terms of constant telephone 
calls, mailed campaign lit-
erature and visits by people 
working for Weprin.

There is such a thing 
as too much campaigning 
from the standpoint that 

people get turned of it after 
a while.

Weprin is a veteran 
candidate for office, but he 
had not faced a candidate 
before in his borough races 
who got the amount of me-
dia attention the Turner 
candidacy got. Nor did he 
face a candidate who had 
the name recognition or 
campaign organizational 
structure that Turner had. 
Weprin had a much larger 
campaign organization 
than Turner, but the GOP 
effort was better organized 
and more motivated.

The fact that this was 
a special election and not 
held during the regular fall 
election gave the voters a 
more in-depth look at the 
candidates and issues in-
volved, since this was the 
only congressional race in 
the city.

It was highly unusual 
for a Republican candidate 

for Congress to have the en-
dorsement of leading Dem-
ocrats, especially a former 
mayor, although Weprin 
did receive the endorse-
ment of Councilman Peter 
Koo (R-Flushing).

We can say this recent-
ly concluded race in the 
district was an important 
milestone in the journey 
to the 2012 election, which 
most political observers be-
lieve will be one of the most 
important political years in 

the history of our nation.
It set a tone for future 

elections. The question is 
will that tone strongly in-
fluence future elections in 
New York, considering that 
next year we will have two 
primaries: the first a presi-
dential primary in April, 
and then a regular primary 
several months later, in ad-
dition to the fall November 
election for president, vice 
president, U.S. Senate, U.S. 
House of Representatives, 
state Senate and Assembly.

In other news, in the 
Queens GOP the battle for 
county leadership is draw-
ing to a close. The regular 
county organization, led by 
Phil Ragusa, is considered 
in the lead and expected 
to continue in the county 

leadership role. The recent-
ly concluded primaries for 
Republican district leaders 
gave four out of six leader-
ship primary victories to 
the regular county orga-
nization. That seemed to 
give a strong position to the 
regular county leaders.

It should be pointed 
out that Turner’s congres-
sional victory also gives 
credit to the county organi-
zation.

Next year, the Queens 
Democratic Party will have 
its election of county lead-
ers, who will set the local 
policy for the Queens Dem-
ocrats.

It seems that 2012 is 
shaping up as a busy and an 
interesting political year.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action

The GOP effort 
was better 

organized and 
more motivated 
than the Weprin 

campaign.

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/timesledger
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More Books.
More Technology.
Right in New York.

When kids love their school’s library, a funny thing happens. 
Learning becomes stories. Stories turn into inspiration—and inspiration 

changes lives. That’s why Target, in partnership with The Heart of America 

Foundation, transforms school libraries into brighter spaces with upgraded technology 

and more than 2,000 new books. Because we know that kids who read proficiently in 

third grade have a better chance at academic success. Now that’s a really good story.

Learn more at Target.com/Libraries

Target is
on track to

reach $1 billion 
for education 

by the end
of 2015.

Kids loving their new school library at PS 299, Thomas Warren Field School.

SCHOOL LIBRARY MAKEOVERS

©2011 Target Stores. The Bullseye Design and Target are registered trademarks of Target Brands, Inc. All rights reserved. 101110
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Member FDIC

www.ridgewoodbank.com

To make an appointment 
or meet Karen at one of 

our Ridgewood branches, 
call 917-807-6480.

   
    

   

No one knows mortgages better than Karen Carter, your friendly, neighborhood 
Mortgage Consultant. She has a special, limited-time mortgage that, once approved, 
could get you moving on a new home or refinancing your existing one. Hurry because 
this offer may be withdrawn at any time.

(NMLS ID# 646651)

  “I have a super low 
rate up to $2.0 million!”

: Ridgewood – 71-02 Forest Avenue  – 205-11 Hillside Avenue  
     Laurelton – 230-22 Merrick Boulevard 

244 Cour t Street

 Franklin Square – Garden City Park – 2435 Jericho Turnpike
220 Old Country Road

were arrested Sept. 27, 
would have the right to 
waive an extradition hear-
ing, but there was a good 
chance they would be back 
in New York by the end of 
the week.

“Usually it takes about 
10 days,” the spokesman for 
the Dauphin County DA’s 
office said of the time be-
tween an arrest and extra-
dition.

The Queens district 
attorney’s office could not 
comment about the case.

Nadal was visiting 
her 11-month-old daughter 
Nefertiti Payne and her 
sons, all of whom are named 
after their father and range 
from the ages of 4 to 11, at 
the front lawn of the center 
when she brought them in-
side for a soda and escaped 
via another entrance where 
Nephra Payne Sr. was wait-
ing in a getaway van, ac-
cording to the police.

The pair and the chil-
dren drove all the way 
down to South Carolina be-
fore coming back up north 
to Harrisburg, where they 
were caught by the NYPD’s 
Fugitive Task Force, who 

tracked them through their 
state benefit cards, accord-
ing to investigators.

Payne, Nadal and the 
brood were discovered liv-
ing inside the van with 
trash, dirty clothing and 
other supplies, the police 
said.

Payne had sent a text 
to one of the three foster 
parents who were taking 
care of the children, saying 
she could not live without 
her children. Payne’s attor-
ney, Norman Steiner, who 
did not return phone calls 
for comment, told reporters 
that his client and Nadal 
claimed the children were 
being abused at the hands 
of their foster parents, but 
ACS did not respond to 
their complaints.

ACS spokesman Mi-
chael Fagan said the agen-
cy was investigating the 
matter.

“We are aware of the 
allegations currently being 
made by the parents and we 
take all allegations of abuse 
seriously. Our immediate 
concerns are for the well-
being of the children,” he 
said in a statement.

Police arrested Nephra Payne Sr. (far l.) and Shanel Nadal (far r.) in Pennsylvania for allegedly kidnap-
ping their eight children. Photos courtesy of NYPD and Harrisburg City Police Bureau

DA waits for parents of Forestdale 8 to return
BY IVAN PEREIRA

The pair accused of 
kidnaping their eight chil-
dren out of a Forest Hills 
foster care center and flee-
ing with them around the 
country  could be back to 
face a Queens judge later 
this week, the authorities 
said.

Shanel Nadal, 28, and 
Nephra Payne, 35, were 

scheduled to appear at an 
extradition hearing this 
Wednesday in a Harris-
burg, Pa., where they were 
caught following a seven-
day manhunt that stretched 
as far south as South Caro-
lina, according to the Dau-
phin County district attor-
ney’s office. 

The Harlem couple are 
waiting to be arraigned in 
Queens Criminal Court 

on kidnapping and custo-
dial interference charges 
for allegedly taking their 
eight children, who were 
removed from their care by 
the city Administration for 
Children’s Services, out of 
the Forestdale foster center, 
at 67-35 112th St., during a 
supervised visit Sept. 19.

A spokesman for the 
Dauphin County DA’s of-
fice said the suspects, who 

Adoption agency offers free 
information meetings

Family Focus Adoption Services hosts free bi-month-
ly information meetings for families interested in adop-
tion at its office in Little Neck.

No reservation is necessary. For more information, 
call 718-224-1919.

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]

TM

Get your Queens  
news on Facebook:  
facebook.com/timesledger
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www.ridgewoodbank.com

To make an appointment 
or meet Maria at one of 

our Ridgewood branches, 
call 347-537-9569.

   
    

   

No one knows mor tgages better than Maria Fernandes, your friendly, 
neighborhood Mor tgage Consultant. She has a special, limited-time 
mor tgage that, once approved, could get you moving on a new home 
or refinancing your existing one. Hurry because this offer 
may be withdrawn at any time.

  “I have a super low 
rate up to $2.0 million!”

(NMLS ID# 646650)

: Forest Hills – 107-55 Queens Boulevard 

Bensonhurst – 7124 18th Avenue 2520 East 17th Street 

 Baldwin Harbor – 835 Atlantic Avenue 2080 Bellmore Avenue 
2435 Jericho Turnpike

sidered one of the world’s 
top al-Qaeda leaders. But it 
also took the life of Samir 
Khan, founding co-editor 
of the Inspire English-
language Web magazine, 
which publishes articles 
aimed at inspiring educat-
ing jihadists.

Khan’s death was 
especially intriguing to 
borough residents, as his 
family moved from his 
birthplace of Saudi Arabia 
to Maspeth in 1993, accord-
ing to the globaljihad.net 
database of information on 
Muslim extremists.

The website said he 
wore baggy pants and 

spoke in Americanized 
slang before he attended a 
weeklong summer camp 
at a Flushing mosque that 
was sponsored by a nonvio-
lent Islamic group, where 
he befriended members of 
the radical Islamic Think-
ers Society, known for dis-
tributing leaflets through-
out New York, including 
Jackson Heights.

A month later, Khan 
began a blogging career 
that brought him infamy 
with its increasingly fringe 
views and vitriolic content 
 and spurred his parents to 
move to North Carolina in 
2004 in hopes of keeping 
him away from extreme in-
fluences, according to The 
New York Times.

But he continued to 
blog and in 2009 he moved 

to Yemen, where he started 
Inspire in order to spread 
what he called “media Ji-
had.”

Despite their status as 
world terror leaders, Khan 
and al-Awlaki were both 
U.S. citizens, a fact that 
has spurred heated debate 
in America about their 
deaths.

U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) stood 
by Obama’s choice to carry 
out the attack.

“Awlaki was a dual 
U.S. and Yemeni national. 
Khan, also a U.S. citizen, 

had boasted that he was 
‘proud to be a traitor to 
America,’” Meeks said in 
a statement. “President 
Barack Obama has rightly 
called this imminently 
[sic] successful operation 
‘a major blow to al-Qaeda’s 
most active operational af-
filiate.’”

But leaders from both 
ends of the political spec-
trum have decried the kill-
ings as unconstitutional 
because they believe they 
deprived U.S. citizens of 
their rights to trial and 
other protections.

Jameel Jaffer, deputy 
legal director for the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, 
decried the drone strike.

“This is a program 
under which American 
citizens far from any bat-
tlefield can be executed by 
their own government with-
out judicial process, and on 
the basis of standards and 
evidence that are kept se-
cret not just from the public 
but from the courts,” Jaffer 
said in a statement.

NYPD Police Commis-
sioner Raymond Kelly dis-
agreed, saying the attack 

brought two criminals to 
justice.

“Reports that [al-Aw-
laki’s] lieutenant, Samir 
Khan, was killed in the 
same strike are also wel-
come,” he said in a state-
ment. “Khan had extensive 
contacts in New York City 
and published the English-
language Inspire maga-
zine, which instructed 
lone wolves on how to build 
bombs at home, and in the 
most recent issue identified 
Grand Central station as a 
target.”

The woman said she 
sometimes parks farther 
south into Forest Hills, 
closer to Metropolitan 
Street, but at night she does 
not feel safe walking to her 
vehicle. She recently heard 
about an armed robbery 
near 71st Street and cited 
rising crime all around the 
city as reasons not to walk 
alone after sunset.

In addition, she said 
that in inclement weather 
she needs to park closer to 
work.

“Sometimes there are 
just no other options,” she 
said.

The woman said she 
would rather not have to 
park on the street, but ga-
rages in the area are too 
expensive and parking in 
the vicinity of the Forest 
Hills Gardens Corp. is pro-
hibited.

“Everyone’s against 
the same thing here,” she 
said, suggesting that local 
business employees should 

be given a pass to park in 
the Gardens to alleviate the 
parking woes.

But Leslie Brown, 
president of the Forest Hills 
Chamber of Commerce, 
had no sympathy for meter-
hogging workers.

“It’s laziness,” she 
said. “They take up cus-
tomer parking.”

Brown said businesses 
that are members of the 
chamber get a discount at 
the Allied Austin Park Lot, 
at 70-00 Austin St. Employ-
ees can park for $7 or $8 a 
day.

Brown said she would 
not like to see the two-hour 
rule more heavily enforced 
because some activities in 
the district — like dinner 
and a movie or getting hair 
or nails done — take longer 
than two hours.

She said people should 
be parking, like Xerakias, 
across Queens Boulevard 
and walking to work.

“We requested [work-
ers] be good neighbors and 
business people and not 
take up spots,” she said. 
“But there’s no way to en-
force it.”

Continued from Page 1

Drone

Continued from Page 2

Austin St.

job,” Tesseyman said. “A 
lot of neighbors were out 
there, too.”

Addabbo’s office is 
working with the city and 
pouring over property 

maps to help end the feud.
“It’s partially city prop-

erty and partially cemetery 
property. Where is that ac-
tual property line?” Addab-
bo asked. “We’re not going 
to point a finger at anybody 
until we have proof.”

Continued from Page 2

Cemetery
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BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
Top business leaders 

from all five boroughs gath-
ered at York College Tues-
day morning to discuss 
ways to spur job growth in 
New York, and the consen-
sus was that education will 
play a key role in getting 
the unemployed back on 
their feet.

The New York City 
Economic Development 
Council held its fourth pub-
lic meeting at the Jamaica 
campus and its co-chair-
man, CUNY Chancellor 
Matthew Goldstein, asked 
for an update on their ideas. 
Recent economic troubles 
on Wall Street and around 
the world have paralyzed 
companies from investing 
in the future of business 
and industry in New York 
and Goldstein said it is up 
to the experts who know 
the city’s potential to guide 
them back.

“We know there are 

jobs out there today and 
there are employers that 
have the capital to create 
growth ... but there is a 
disconnect with employers 
and people with skills,” he 
said.

The Economic Devel-
opment Council was cre-
ated over the summer by 
the governor as a way to 
come up with specific ways 
of creating jobs in different 
regions of the state. Mem-
bers of the council include 
Marcia Keizs, York Col-
lege’s president; Gail Grim-
mett, Delta Airline’s senior 
vice president for New 
York; and Carol Conslato, 
president of the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce.

Robert D. Yaro, presi-
dent of the New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut 
Regional Plan Associa-
tion, opened the meeting 
with his recommendations 
for job growth. He said the 
city needed to make invest-
ments in its quality of life 

so that businesses, and 
more importantly highly 
qualified job seekers, could 
move to New York.

Yaro said that more 
investment must also be 
made to New York’s transit 
infrastructure. He noted 

that the subway system is 
more than a century old 
and other cities around the 
world manage their air-
ports more efficiently.

Yaro touched upon the 
idea that the city could use 
more convention centers 

and Jack Friedman, the 
executive director of the 
Queens Chamber of Com-
merce, agreed.

Friedman said Queens 
loses millions of dollars a 
year to Manhattan venues 
such as the Jacob Javits 
Center and, with prime lo-
cations like Willets Point, it 
could create a huge boost to 
the borough’s economy.

“Imagine what a con-
vention center would do 
to boost Queens’ economy 
when you consider that to-
day tourists and visitors 
to our great city are forced 
to bypass our borough and 
instead spend their travel 
and business dollars solely 
in Manhattan, close to our 
only convention venue,” he 
said.

Yaro said the biggest 
investment that would cre-
ate jobs would be in educa-
tion. Since the city is home 
to more than a dozen top 
colleges, employers will 
flock to the city to acquire 

that new talent.
“We need to act like 

we’re the biggest college 
town out there,” he said.

Goldstein agreed and 
said that beyond capital 
investment in the city’s 
school systems, there has to 
be a new way for adminis-
trators to advise their stu-
dents on their future.

“We have to inform the 
universities where the jobs 
are going and how they can 
be ready to help their stu-
dents get those positions,” 
he said.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall said the 
committee needed to go big-
ger when it came to educa-
tion. She noted that during 
a job fair at her office last 
month nearly a thousand 
college applicants attended, 
but a lot of them still could 
not be guaranteed a job.

“You need to find jobs 
for high school students, 
too,” she said.

Biz owners brainstorm job growth at York meeting

CUNY Chancellor Matthew Goldstein (c.) discusses plans to create 
jobs in New York during a special meeting at York College. 

Photo by Ivan Pereira

BY REBECCA HENELY AND 
CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A bouquet of flowers 
was left outside a Sunny-
side building last Thursday 
after a man died in a fire in 
the early hours of the previ-
ous day.

As of Tuesday after-
noon the FDNY had not re-
leased the name of the man, 
who lived at 49-01 43rd Ave. 
in Sunnyside. The depart-
ment’s press office said the 
FDNY received an alert 
for a one-alarm fire Sept. 
28 at 3:34 a.m. at the prop-
erty, which is made up of a 
tax business on the ground 
floor and apartments on the 
second floor. The firefight-
ers had the blaze, which 
started on the second floor, 
under control by 4:11 a.m., 
FDNY said.

While the fire was rel-
atively brief, it was deadly. 
The victim was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital Center, 
where he was pronounced 
dead, the FDNY said. Two 

firefighters were also taken 
to the North Shore-LIJ For-
est Hills Hospital for minor 
injuries, the FDNY said.

Hazel Rios, 31, had lived 
at the Sunnyside building 
for less than a month with 
her husband, two children 
and a dog. She was at the 
43rd Avenue property last 
Thursday morning with 
a friend. The windows on 
the second floor had been 
boarded up and a bouquet 

of roses, tiger lilies and dai-
sies had been left outside on 
49th Street.

She said she knew lit-
tle about the victim, whose 
first name may have been 
“Roman.” Rios said he was 
a chef from Mexico, about 45 
years old, and  she thought 
he had lived in the building 
for 10 months.

“He was a lonely man,” 
she said. “Working too 
much, no family.”

A bouquet of flowers is propped against the wall of a building in 
Sunnyside where a man died in a fire. Photo by Christina Santucci

Blaze claims Sunnyside man
Waste Management produces enough 
renewable energy to power over 
1 million homes, simply by making 
energy from waste. In addition 
to our waste-to-energy plants 
that use trash as clean-burning,
renewable fuel, we capture 
methane from our landfills 
to generate heat and electricity.  
We plan to double waste-based
energy production by 2020, 
further tapping the power 
of waste as a resource.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Waste Equals Energy 
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631.656.2110            305 N. Service Road  Dix Hills, New York 11746        www.ftc.edu

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N TA R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C AT I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
• JOURNALISM• MASS COMMUNICATION • MUSIC TEACHER EDUCATION • MUSIC BUSINESS • MUSIC PERFORMANCE  • THEATRE ARTS

www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Open House 
  Saturday, October 15 at 1 pm
• Learn about our Degree 

   & Internship Programs 

 • Meet with Admissions & Financial 
     Aid Representatives

    • Presentations & Demonstrations 
       in our Professional Studios

     • Scholarships Available  
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18 Addabbo working to increase casinos across state
Legislator wants to stimulate Queens economy by bringing full-fl edged gambling to Aqueduct

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

With public opinion 
on his side, state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) said Monday he is 
working with the operators 
of the Aqueduct racino to 
bring full-fledged gambling 
to the site and the rest of 
the state.

A Quinnipiac poll from 
Sept. 21 found 56 percent of 
state voters favor the cre-
ation of casinos “similar to 
those in Atlantic City and 
Las Vegas,” including 56 
 percent of city voters.

The Aqueduct racino, 
called Resorts World Ca-
sino New York, is expected 
to open this month and is 
legally restricted to offer-
ing only video lottery ter-
minals — devices similar 
to slot machines — under 
state law.

A majority of state 
voters, 56 percent of those 
polled, said they are in fa-
vor of Vegas-style casinos, 
while 37 percent were op-
posed.

The same percentage, 
56 percent to 37 percent, of 
city voters approve of the 
expansion and 58 percent of 
suburban New Yorkers are 
in favor of it.

The largest area of 
support for casinos came 
from voters with a union 
member in the household. 
That group approved of 
more gambling 61 percent 
to 32 percent.

But nearly two-thirds 
of those polled — 63 percent 
— said casinos will lead to 
an increase in gambling ad-
diction.

“Roll the dice. Spin the 
wheel. Hit me. New York-
ers of every stripe say what 

stays in Vegas should stay 
in the Empire State as well,” 
said Quinnipiac spokes-
man Maurice Carroll. “Ca-
sinos would be good for the 

economy, voters think, but 
they also think there’d be 
an increase in gambling ad-
diction.”

Addabbo said expand-

ing gambling to include ta-
ble games would be a boon 
to the state’s economy.

The senator said the 
state constitution would 
have to be amended to 
make casinos legal, which 
requires two votes to ap-
prove the measure in con-
secutive legislative ses-
sions followed by a public 
referendum.

“Rather than see the 
money keep going to Con-
necticut, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania and Indian casinos 
upstate, in this stagnant 
economy I believe we must 
start the process, including 
public input, for the expan-
sion of VLT racinos into full 
casino gaming to increase 
our revenues and to boost 
education initiatives,” 
Addabbo said, noting he is 
working with Aqueduct to 
change the law. 

“There is much more 
to offer at Resorts World 
than just gambling. People 
can go there to enjoy the 
restaurants, live entertain-
ment, food court, buffet 
and, eventually, other ame-
nities.” 

Addabbo cited the 
Quinnipiac poll to show 
that voters were on his 
side.

“The smart bets are 
that voters would want to 
amend the [state] constitu-
tion and ‘let the games be-
gin’ — making it a win-win 
situation for the economy 
of our state and for our peo-
ple,” the senator said.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

Resorts World Casino New York President Mike Speller stands 
next to three of the video lottery terminals to be installed at 
Aqueduct. Photo courtesy Resorts World Casino New York

Serving Metro NY

What if you LIVE ALONE 
      and have an EMERGENCY?

You’re never alone with Lifewatch!

800-716-1433
www.lifewatch-usa.com

“I have peace of mind...

   Mom remains independent.”

“I’m never alone 
  with LIFEWatch.”
–Dick Van Patten

Just One Push of a Button can Protect 
You from Emergencies: 
✔ Medical       ✔ Falls      
✔ Fire       ✔ Burglary

Visit us on facebook

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

$19.95
FOR FIRST 3 MONTHS

after introductory offer expires, 
$24.95/month will be billed quarterly.
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Mobile Alert 
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No Landline? No Problem! Senior Cell Phones 
Now Available!

With LIFEWatch You get:
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Try it RISK FREE!
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Sunday,  

October 2, 2011

Manhattan 
Battery Park

Bronx 
Bronx Zoo

Registration at 8:30am

Walk Begins at 10:00am

Sunday,  

October 23, 2011

Queens 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park

Staten Island 
The College of Staten Island

Registration at 8:30am

Walk Begins at 10:00am

To register, visit www.jdrf.org/nyc or call 212-689-2860.

In addition to our four New York City sites, there are a number of JDRF  

Walks to Cure Diabetes in the Tri-State Area! Log on to www.jdrf.org  

to be connected to a JDRF chapter in your area.

2011 Walk to Cure Diabetes

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Pet owners celebrated the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. (Clockwise 
from top l.) Venus Hall (l.) from the Alley Pond Environmental 
Center holds Martha the python for Rev. Casper J. Furnari (r.); 
Father Kevin McBrien blesses Dorothy and Nick Zeoli’s dog Angel 
at St. Clare’s Church; Brendez Wineglass totes her pup Chloe in 
Rosedale; Coconut (l.) meets Chuckie (c.) and JJ during the cer-
emony in Astoria; a girl brings her turtle to Holy Family Church; 
Rev. Thomas Reese (r.) from St. Luke’s Episcopal Church pets an-
imals on the church’s lawn; and Madeline Krips (front) clutches 
Gracie the cat. Photos by Ken Maldonado and Christina Santucci

Blessing the Animals
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Meeks says SE Qns. Dems did not try to oust him
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

--U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-St. Albans) dis-
missed a published report 
that southeast Queens 
elected officials and U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
East Elmhurst), chairman 
of the Queens Democratic 
Party, met in secret to dis-
cuss replacing the Jamaica 
congressman.

The New York Post, cit-
ing two unnamed elected of-
ficials who were “familiar” 
with the meeting, said the 
alleged sitdown at the Guy 
R. Brewer Democratic Club 
led to a decision that state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-St. 
Albans) should succeed 
Meeks, who is reportedly 
under federal investiga-
tion for receiving a $40,000 
payment from a Richmond 
Hill businessman who is 
charged with mortgage 
fraud.

“The Post has its own 

way to create its own facts,” 
Meeks said in a phone in-
terview Monday, a day af-
ter the story was published. 
“Everybody that was alleg-
edly at this meeting said 
categorically there was no 
such meeting. 

The newspaper said 
Smith, Crowley and City 
Councilmen Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) and Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica) met on 
an unspecified date last 
month to discuss Meeks.

A spokeswoman for 

Smith said the senator was 
not aware of any secret 
meeting.

“If there was a meet-
ing, the senator had no 
knowledge of it and the 
senator never attended the 
meeting,” she said 

Crowley, Comrie and 
Wills could not be reached 
for comment.

The story, citing an 
unnamed source, reported 
that Meeks’ “premature 
exit is assumed.”

“Resigning? Are you 
kidding me? That’s no-
where near what I’m do-
ing,” Meeks said.

Donovan Richards, 
chief of staff to Council-
man James Sanders (D-
Laurelton), also said the 
councilman was not aware 
of a meeting in southeast 
Queens.

“If there was one, we 
weren’t invited,” Richards 
said.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks says contrary to a news report, there was no secret meeting held to choose 
someone to succeed him. 

Resigning? Are 
you kidding 
me? That’s 

nowhere near 
what I’m doing.

Gregory Meeks
U.S. Congressman
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By Dr. C. Hammoud Ph.D.
�I had terrible Acne for 3 years and tried products with Benzoyl
Peroxide, Aloe Vera and others. After 4 days taking the Bell natural
product #60 it started to clear up my skin. My skin changed from terrible
to beautiful. Mylene Theriault, 19, Sorel-Tracy, QC �In 2 days my
son’s face completely cleared up of acne. My son is 15 and suffered for
3 years. We used many products like laser, Neem that did not work or
burned his skin. Veronica Marden, Seminole, TX �Unbelievable
acne free beautiful skin Last couple of years I had acne and tried
every product and antibiotics. Results with #60 were unbelievable.
Thanks for giving me beautiful skin and my self-esteem. Nelisa Royer,
28, Doral, FL �Within 6 days eczema cleared up completely. I
believe #60 addresses the cause internally instead of the symptoms.
Latifa Boutshik, 43, North York, ON �I had severe psoriasis over
95% of my body. Last 5 years I have stunned every doctor and
dermatologist. I spent tons of money on remedies. After I got Bell #60,
I’ve never seen anything work as fast in my life. Within 2 days I saw my
skin clearing up. I’m speechless. It was inexpensive compared with
what I spent before. Jessica Shantz, 25, Dawson Creek, BC �All
statements made on the Bell website are sent by delighted users. All
are real people. Most have listed phone numbers and can be called for

advice. No money is paid to them. Their reward is the relief they are getting. All say #60 works within
days not months, not years. It’s more effective than what they used before. It is less expensive (some
acne suppliers ship monthly and charge monthly, which may amount to large sums yearly). No side
effects were reported on #60. TRUE EVIDENCE that we are helping people.

Eczema
Psoriasis
Rosacea
Rashes

#60
Guaranteed better than all
others they used say dozens
of delighted users with full
names and towns on the Bell
website. Works by cleansing
blood inside rather than
attacking skin from the outside
and leaving the actual cause
untreated. Here are a few
examples:

ACNE

In other towns try your local health food stores first. If they don’t have it and don’t want to
order it for you, order on our website or call us with Visa or Mastercard. S & H $9.95.

Store inquiries are
welcome.

www.BellLifestyle.com
1-800-333-7995

�Cholesterol and triglycerides under control! For the last 5-6 years I
have been told that my cholesterol and triglycerides were out of line. After taking
Bell Cholesterol Control #14 my doctor said he was amazed about the change.
This is a good product. Jerome Nettles, 51, Monroeville, AL �All statin
drugs gave me pain! My doctor tried them all on me. So he said to try a
natural product. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 I have no more pain.
I’m so happy about this. Deanna O’Neil, 63, Tecumseh, ON. �I had great
success with all Bell health products! In the last 2 years I had relief with

Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea, HDL Cholesterol Management, Blood Pressure Combo and Stem Cell Activator.
I love your products. They all work for me. Great results. That’s all that matters. Basil Richards, 49, S.W.
Ranches, FL �20 years of high cholesterol alleviated! I had high cholesterol for 20 years and drugs
didn’t agree with me. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 for 6 months I had a check-up and was surprised
about the big improvement. I was delighted and extremely happy and so was my doctor. Norma Hrysio, 65, Lac
Du Bonnet, MB. We supply TRUE EVIDENCE.

Cholesterol
Control

High blood pressure is called the silent killer. If your BP is higher than
normal, try to get it down to about 120/80. For many people it is easy to
control. If it does not work for you we refund your money. On our website
you will find over 50 testimonials with full names and towns from all over
USA and Canada. Most of them have listed phone numbers and are happy
to talk about the relief they had. No money was paid for testimonials.

Other Bell products for relief of the following chronic ailments
All guaranteed! �Intestinal Cleansing & Weight Control #10 �Wrist Pain Carpal Tunnel
#30 �Stops Blood Sugar Imbalance & Weight Gain #40 �Calming Cronic Stress #66
�Colon Care & Cleanse #74. Bell is helping people everywhere.

Dr. C. Hammoud M.H., Ph.D. recommends this effective fish peptide
blood pressure natural product. So does Dr. Julian Whitaker M.D. �I was
on 3 blood pressure drugs that did not work well. After starting Bell #26
my readings are generally well below 120/80. Dona A. Anderson, 76,
Sooke, BC � My blood pressure was 157/90 and I had side effects
from prescription drugs. I bought a monitor. After 6 months on Bell #26 I
was down to 120/80. Toni L. McCuistion, 52, Elizabethtown, PA � At
work my driver’s medical test was too high at 170/100. After taking Bell

#26 for a few days I went down to 128/84
which allowed me to pass my work medical.
Kris Geier, 48, Windsor, ON. All products guaranteed to work.

�AVAILABLE IN QUEENS: �SPRINGFIELD Health Conscious Natural Foods 231-22
Merrick Blvd �ASTORIA Strand Pharmacy 2501 Broadway Astoria Chemist 2501 30th. Ave Astor
Pharmacy 3518 Ditmars Blvd. �BELLEROSE Rocky Hill Pharmacy 23601 Braddock Ave
�CORONA Value Pharmacy 5917 Junction Blvd �FAR ROCKAWAY Redfern Drugs 1485
beach Channel Dr. �FLUSHING A C Northern Pharmacy 154-16 Northern Blvd Franconia Pharmacy
4502 162nd St. Lewis Pharmacy 13698 Roosevelt Ave Victoria Pharmacy 44-45 Kissena Blvd
�FOREST HILLS J & D Pharmacy 7168 Yellowstone Blvd �FRESH MEADOWS Ilana’s
Pharmacy 180-30 Union Turnpike Echo Drugs 70-35 Parson Blvd �HOWARD BEACH Howard
Beach Apothecary 158-40 Crossbay Blvd �JACKSON HEIGHTS Jackson Heights Health Food
Store 83-10 37th Ave.  Maram Pharmacy & Surgical 7701 37th Ave Mi Farmacia 9015 Roosevelt Ave
Superior Pharmacy 7814 Roosevelt Ave Vitamins & Homeopathy Center 72-15 35th Ave�JAMAICA
Queens Community Expert Pharmacy 168 12 Hillside Ave Hillside Pharmacy 18420 Hillside Ave  Variety
Drugs 16933 137th Ave �LONG ISLAND CITY Vernon Pharmacy Inc. 4815 Vernon Blvd.
�GREAT NECK Optimum Health Nutrition 7 Spruce St.�LITTLE NECK Little Neck Health
Connection 24516 Horace Harding Expwy �MASPETH Eagle Pharmacy 6402 Flushing Ave
�REGO PARK Arcola Pharmacy 65-45 99th St�RIDGEWOOD Kraupner Pharmacy 6686
Fresh Pond Rd Mil-Rue Chemists 6687 Fresh Pond Rd Shawn Pharmacy 3339 Wycoff Ave.�SAINT
ALBANS Vital Health Food 196-14 Linden Blvd. Mind Body & Soul 189-28 Linden
Blvd.�SUNNYSIDE Go Natural Health Food 4503 Queen Blvd �WHITESTONE GNC 153-29
Cross Island Pkwy.�AVAILABLE IN LONG ISLAND: �VALLEY STREAM Dale Drugs
531 West Merrick RD.�CORAM Yore X Drugs 1850 Route 112�EAST HAMPTONS Liggett
Drugs 39 W.Montauk HWY.�HICKSVILLE GNC #2492 481 Broadway Mall �MIDDLE ISLAND
The Natural Vitamin & Herb Source 770 Middle Country Rd �BRENTWOOD Brentwood
Pharmacy 761 Suffolk Ave # 1  �SOUTHAMPTON Southrifty Drug 54 Jagger Ln �SAG
HARBOR SAG HARBOR PHARMACY 120 Main St �EAST HAMPTON East Hampton
Pharmacy 106 N. Main St.�SELDEN Quality Pharmacy 249 Middle Country Rd  �SHOREHAM
Shoreham Drug 99 Route 25A, #1 �N. BALDWIN Natures Vitamin Spot 1211 Grand Ave.

�Relief in 3-5 days from dribbling, burning and
rushing to the toilet.  If you are considering surgery, try
this tea first.  Must work of money refunded. 99% success
rate. Helps virtually everybody quickly. The only prostate
remedy that works so well that it comes with a money-
back guarantee. Literally hundreds of delighted men
testifying on our web site:

� Doctor said to keep on drinking the tea.  Prescribed
prostate drugs did not help.  Leonard Pearcey, Wassis, NB
�I cancelled my prostate surgery. Get up once a
night.  I'm so happy not to have to face the torment of a
prostate operation and incontinence or impotency.  Albert
E. Blain, 74, Schumacher, ON �Even after TURP
prostate surgery and microwave therapy had to get up
many times.  Now down to 1-2 times. Tea is 100% better
than drugs.  Robert G. Stocker, Eustasis, FL �After 1st
year drinking tea my PSA went down to 4.5; after 2nd

year to 2.9; after 3rd year to 2.3.  I highly recommend the tea. A real life saver.  Thomas M. Thurston,
Forsyth, GA. People’s phone numbers on our website.

Frequent
BATHROOM TRIPS?
Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea #4a

#14

High Blood Pressure?

#26
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and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Style for your windows, savings 
for you. Hunter Douglas window 
fashions are always a smart choice 
for creating inviting, attractive spaces. 
Now through December 12, 2011, 
mail-in rebates let you enjoy select 
styles at a savings of $25 to $300 
per unit.* Purchase and install their 
energy-efficient Duette® Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades before the end 
of this year, and you may qualify for 
a federal tax credit of up to $500.** 
Ask us for details. 
Clockwise from top left: Silhouette® Window Shadings, 
Luminette® Privacy Sheers, Duette® Architella® Honeycomb 
Shades, Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made 9/13/11 – 12/12/11. Rebate offers may not be combined; there is a limit of one rebate per qualifying unit. For each qualifying unit purchased, the higher applicable rebate amount 
will apply. Other limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. **For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a 
salesperson or visit hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. The tax credit for 2011 is subject to a limitation based in part on the amount of Section 25C credits taken in prior years. It is 
recommended that you consult your tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation and your ability to claim this tax credit. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE



TO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DININGTO THE ARTS, ENTERTATO THE ARTS, ENTERTA

WETimesLedger Oct. 6-12, 2011

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

From stickball games in the sandlots of 1940s Bayside to founding 
artistic director of the critically acclaimed, world-renowned Miami 
City Ballet, Edward Villella’s unique career has spanned six illustri-
ous decades. Overcoming society’s taboos about male ballet dancers, 
he stuck to his guns and went after his dream. And it all started at the 
former Ann Garrison School of Dance on Bell Boulevard in Bayside.

Dancers, staff and friends gathered Oct. 1 to honor and toast one 
of America’s most famous male ballet dancers at a special 75th birth-
day bash in Miami, and celebrated an upcoming WNET/PBS televi-
sion special, “Great Performances: Miami City Ballet Dances Bal-
anchine & Tharp.” The trio of signature works featured in the film are 
by legendary choreographer George Balanchine, Villella’s teacher and 
mentor, and by dancer/choreographer Twyla Tharp. The film will air 
nationwide Oct. 28.

This past July, the Miami City Ballet earned standing ovations 
during a spectacular tour in Paris.

“It was a real triumph! For 20 minutes, the audience screamed 
and yelled for more,” said Villella. In September 2010, the company cel-
ebrated its silver anniversary, with dazzling performances at the New 
York City Center.

In the ‘50s and ‘60s — at a time when most men wouldn’t be caught 
dead wearing tights let alone floating gracefully across a room or 
jumping in the air — a handsome, muscular dancer pirouetted his way 
center stage, forever changing how male dancers were perceived. Vil-
lella was “in love with the form, the line, the ‘musicality,’ the ability to 
speak with your body and learn a language that crosses borders.”

“Little Eddie” Villella was no sissy. Hanging out on the streets of 

Continued on Page 27

Edward Villella in “Afternoon of a Faun.” 
Photo courtesy of PhotoFest New York City
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Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Native New Yorkers 
might not get it at first. 
Think of it as another kind 
of ethnic food — some-
thing that New Yorkers, 
especially Queensites, do 
get. Ethnic foods are those 
that evolved in the kitchens 
and backyards of ordinary 
people rather than in res-
taurants, culinary schools 
or palaces. To be really au-
thentic, they should be en-
joyed in the manner of the 
cultures from which they 
evolved, as in using chop-
sticks when eating Chinese 
food.

John Brown Smoke-
house gets that. No steenk-
ing plates for them. Meats 
are slapped onto pieces of 
paper on trays with the 
flimsiest of plastic forks 
and knives to aid in con-
sumption. No weakling 
artisanal rolls here — only 
air bread (Wonder-type su-
permarket bread). No table 

service either. You get your 
tray and hope to snag one 
of a few tables inside, or — 
weather permitting — out 
front.

John Brown Smoke-
house could credibly pass 
for a barbecue shack in the 
outskirts of Kansas City 

with the style of barbecue 
they emulate, or with a 
change of sauce, it could 
pass for Texas or the South. 
They’ve got it all down. The 
term “barbecue” as “cue” 
lovers know, does not refer 
to grilling on top of coals. It 
refers to slow smoking, and 
that’s how it’s done here.

The meat-centric 
menu includes beef, pork, 
chicken, lamb sausages 

and ribs by the platter, slab, 
pound or in a sandwich. To 
go with the meat, you can 

choose from slaw, beans, 
mac ‘n cheese, greens or 
fries — all house-made ex-

cept for the fries. There are 
a few meat-topped salads 
which the menu states “can 
be made meatless upon re-
quest.” Oh please. The only 
approximation of a sepa-
rate course is a list of se-

ductively caloric 
desserts.

In the true 
Kansas City manner, all 
meats are made more or 
less the same way — dry-
rubbed and slow-smoked 
— waiting to be slathered 
with sauce. The sauce is to-
mato and molasses based, 
slightly sweet and not par-
ticularly spicy. (If this was 
Texas, the heat of the spice 
would be a challenge to 
your manhood). Your meat 
choices should be a mat-
ter of personal preference 
— there are no particular 
standouts or losers here. 
Burnt ends are a Kansas 
City favorite, made from 
the thin tip of beef brisket 
and relying on caramelized 

John Brown Smokehouse does 
not offer plates. Helpings of 
meat and all the fixins are 
served on a piece of paper on a 
tray with plastic utensils. 

Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 27

John Brown Smokehouse: Where smoking’s permitted

DINING OUT

JOHN BROWN 
SMOKEHOUSE

25-08 37 AVE
Long Island City, NY 11101

718-361-0085
www.

johnbrownsmokehouse.org

Price Range: Sandwiches
$8-10, platters $10-17, sides 

$3/5 reg./large
Cuisine: Kansas City 

Barbecue
Setting: No frills BBQ shack 
Service: Order at the counter 

and they’ll bring your tray
Hours: 11:30 am-10 pm

seven days
Reservations: No

Alcohol: No
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Acceptable
Wifi : No
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Queens, he was a rough-and-tumble 
kid. But, in a twist of fate, his life 
would change in a heartbeat.

In a recent interview, Villella re-
counted a series of events that jump-
started his career when he was just 8 
years old.

“One day, I was knocked uncon-
scious by a baseball. My sister was at-
tending ballet school at the time and 
my mother, concerned for my safety, 
decided to take me along to my sis-
ter’s classes in Bayside. Well, I got 
bored there, started jumping around, 
annoying the teacher,” he said. “She 
told my mother, ‘Either get him out of 
here or put him in tights at the barre.’ 
So, humiliated, I put on tights. But the 
next day, I fell in love with what would 
be my lifelong career.”

“My mother was a smart per-
son,” said Villella. After his sister 
auditioned with Balanchine at his 
School of American Ballet in Manhat-
tan, his mother said, “Wait a minute, 
I have a son who also dances.” But his 
macho father sent him off to complete 
his academic studies instead. His fa-
ther had prize-fighter cronies, and 
wouldn’t hear of ballet classes.

Eddie won his letters in baseball 
during college and recalled wearing 
his baseball uniform over his tights 
so his buddies wouldn’t find out he 
was going to ballet classes. During 
this frustrating time, he also became 
an amateur championship boxer, en-
joying the “physicality” of the sport, 
which was similar to ballet, but didn’t 
require “physical intelligence.” After 
graduating, Balanchine gave him a 
job, and in 1957, he became principal 
dancer with the New York City Bal-
let.

The artistic director said, “It 
takes eight to 10 years to train a danc-
er; three to five till they can become a 
major performer. Ballet entails learn-
ing a new vocabulary and alphabet. 
Technique isn’t enough — we’re peo-
ple of theatre.” He added, “Dancers 
have to know naturally how to speak 
to the audience through movements, 
which instinctively flow out of their 
bodies. We move in a manner of conti-
nuity, making difficult look easy. Pas-
sion is the essence!”

One of Villella’s principal danc-
ers, Kew Gardens native Jennifer 
Kronenberg, recently penned a book 
titled, “So, You Want to be a Ballet 
Dancer?” It’s a guide for aspiring per-

formers: a behind-the-scenes look at 
the challenging world of ballet based 
on her amazing career.

Villella was the only Ameri-
can invited to dance an encore at 
the Bolshoi Theater in Moscow. He 
danced for President Kennedy’s inau-
guration, and for presidents Johnson, 
Nixon and Ford. President Clinton 
presented him with the 1997 National 
Medal of Arts, and he was named a 
Kennedy Center Honoree. In the ‘70s, 
he appeared in an episode of the tele-
vision series “Odd Couple,” opposite 
Felix Unger.

He still teaches class every morn-
ing but will be stepping down as artis-
tic director after Miami City Ballet’s 
2012-2013 season. He will continue his 
seven-day work week until his depar-
ture. His wife, Linda, is director of 
Miami City Ballet School.

Villella said he intends to pursue 
other dance-related projects after his 
retirement.

With over 40 dancers and a rep-
ertoire of 100 ballets, MCB wows audi-
ences everywhere.

Villella was once asked: “What 
is more taxing on the body, ballet or 
boxing?” He replied, “Ballet!”

Rumor has it he still has a power-
ful left hook.

Continued from Page 25

Edward Villella in the air on March 13, 1968 at Miami City Ballet. 
Photo courtesy of PhotoFest New York City

fat for flavor. They can be 
ordered chopped up as a 
platter or in a sandwich.

Pork belly is another 
K.C. specialty offered here. 
Thick narrow slices of pork 
are edged with a layer of fat 
that you can cut away if you 
are finicky, and still enjoy 
ample lean meat. If you go 
for the P.B.L.T., though, it’s 
a mighty tasty sandwich, 
but a challenge if you want 
to avoid the fat. The ribs 
were lean and meaty with 
the proper resistance (as 
opposed to falling off) from 
the bone. The brisket was 
also properly elastic with-

out falling apart.
If we had any criticism 

of the meats, it was that they 
were all on the dry side and 
we would have preferred a 
little more juice. Perhaps, 
since the slathering on of 
sauce is obligatory in Kan-
sas City, the juiciness of the 
meat matters less. Or may-
be it’s a matter of timing 
and meat sitting around be-
ing kept warm.

The mac ‘n’ cheese 
takes you back, if not to 
your barbecue roots, at least 
to your childhood with its 
homey lushness. The slaw 
is of the mayo-less variety, 
finely shredded and sweet 
and vinegary. K.C.-style 
beans include burnt ends 
to give them their unique 
flavor. The fries, while em-
ploying pre-cut mass pro-
duced potatoes, are freshly 

fried, with the right balance 
of crisp exterior and plump 
interior. They would do any 
classic diner proud.

The desserts, perfectly 
pitched to the theme, are 
homemade pies which they 
will bury in whipped cream 
on request. The flavors 
vary from day to day and 
they also serve commend-
able bread pudding.

The Bottom Line
Should you be a trans-

planted Kansas Citian, Tex-
an or Southerner, you’ll feel 
right at home here. If you’re 
a barbecue, lover come get 
your fix. If you’re neither, 
but enjoy new, no-frills cu-
linary experiences, come 
on down. Just remember to 
first strike the words “cho-
lesterol” and “calories” 
from your vocabulary.

Continued from Page 26

Dining 
Out

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

2 0 1 1

40TH ANNUAL

F R E E 
Admission

Raffle Drawing
Sunday, Oct. 9th

LIVE
GREEK MUSIC

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
CONCERTS

Composer and performer Elizabeth Brown —  
The Noguchi Museum extends its 2011 Music in the 
Garden series, held in the museum’s sculpture 
garden, with a performance by Elizabeth Brown, 

who will play the shakuhachi, a traditional 
Japanese bamboo fl ute originally used by Zen 
Buddhist monks. 
When: Oct. 9, 3 pm 
Where: The Noguchi Museum, 901 33rd Road, 
Long Island City 
Contact:   (718) 204-7088  
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Chix 6 —  The pre-Broadway 
tryout of an exciting original 
musical by indie rock sensation 
and Queens native Lourds Lane 
that tells the story of a comic 
book artist whose superheroine 
characters leap off the page to 
teach her how to love herself. 
Featuring a dynamic cast and 
a dazzling original score, the 
touching story, multimedia 
wizardry and electrifying music 
will captivate the eye, ear and 

heart in this world premiere 
event.
When: Through Oct. 30
Cost: $42-$49 
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Say You Heard My Echo —  An 
original theater performance 
of spoken word poetry, dance, 

installation, and live art that 
weaves together the fi ctional 
poetic narratives of three Asian 
American women conversing 
with female icons Mary 
Magdalene, Guan Yin, and Aisha 
as they fi nd solace a decade 
after 9/11. 
When: Oct. 9, 5 p.m. 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:   (718) 463-7700 X222  

WEEKDAYS (MON-THUR)
LUNCH 11:30AM - 3:30PM | $17.95
DINNER 5:30PM - 10PM | $28.95

WEEKENDS (FRI-SUN) 
LUNCH 11:30AM - 3:30PM | $21.95
DINNER 5:30PM - 10PM | $31.95

231-10 NORTHERN BLVD.
DOUGLASTON, NY 11362

718.229.8686 | MIZUMI-NY.COM

SCAN HERE 
FOR MORE 

INFORMATION

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Across
 1. Alter a Life sentence? 
 5. Bone dry 
 9. Equestrian stick 
13. A psychic may sense it 
14. Candidate list 
15. A whole bunch 
16. Craft at the Smithsonian, 
      with “The” 
19. “By all means!” 
20. Conveyed
21. Double-check
22. Blow hard? 
23. Big cut 
24. Revoke
27. Branch of religion 
28. Fleece
31. “Early to bed...,” e.g. 
32. Kick with a “hang time” 
33. “Works for me!” 
34. Meryl Streep film, 
       with “The” 
37. “Couldn’t agree more!” 
38. Adviser to Bush 
39. Fill a flat again? 
40. “Far out!” 
41. Part of a pool? 
42. Be a pain in the neck 
43. Flicks 
44. Pup, for one 
45. On the clock 
48. Sound piggish 
49. Much used 
52. Rex Harrison film 
      with “The” 
55. All ___ (attentive) 
56. Like melted caramel 
57. Teen troubler 
58. Site for FDR 
59. Blows it 
60. That was close! 

Down
 1. “Child’s play!” 
 2. Easy mark 
 3. Eye part with color 
 4. Barnacle Bill, e.g. 

  5. On the border of 
  6. Diving platform 
  7. “— now or never!” 
  8. Takes away from 
  9. Fabric 
10. Pleasure seeker 
11. Elevator firm 
12. “Ahem” relative 
14. Bargain
17. Jerusalem’s location 
18. “___ we forget …” 
22. Former 17D leader 
23. Film class? 
24. “M*A*S*H” role 
25. Abnormal swelling 
26. Like most roads 
27. Like James Bond 
28. Gretzky’s stats 
29. Alpine refrain 
30. Strike location 
32. Little people 
33. High point 
35. Ruins
36. Practical jokes 
41. Encircle

42. Winkler of Happy Days
43. Oater chasers 
44. Big Apple square? 
45. Like much fine wine 
46. Chic cuisine 
47. Low life? 
48. It may linger 
49. “That’s gotta hurt” 
50. Profession 
51. Barrymore or Brees 
53. Swe. neighbor 
54. “You Are Here” chart 

Quotable Quote

Courage is being
scared to death -
but saddling up
anyway.

• • • John Wayne

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
POET  &  DIDN’T  KNOW  IT

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
ByBill Deasy (Bill@gfrpuzzles.com)

TimesLedger Newspapers
Oct. 6-12, 2011

Bumps in The Night

STAGE 
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43-13 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361

718-357-6860Vietnamese Restaurant

guide toD N NG

Castel’ Mare RistoranteCastel’ Mare Ristorante
F i n e  N o r t h e r n  &  S o u t h e r n  I t a l i a n  C u i s i n e

Hours: Tues. thru Thurs. 4pm-10pm, Fri & Sat. 4pm-11pm, Sun. 1pm-10pm

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Mediterranean 
GrillM 160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

718.281.4210 or 4211

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

718-225-4700
www.auntbellasrestaurant.com

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

The Original Cascarino’s

14-60 College Point Blvd. College Point, NY

718-445-9755
www.OriginalCascarinos.com

718-229-8686

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

96-40 Queens Blvd, Rego Park
1-800-BENS BEST  718-897-1700

www.bensbest.com

FRESH & Exotic Fare
featuring sushi and so 

much more

254-04 Northern Blvd. 
Little Neck

718-225-3311

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

Every Table has a Marina side View of Manhasset Bay

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make first  left onto Manhasset Ave. 
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make first let onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Join us for our 2011 Season

Waterside Restaurant
At the Manhasset Bay Marina

Waterside Restaurant

Serving a mix of modern American cuisine with global influences.
“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…with its open-air decks, umbrellas, ships wheel and lanterns, and spiffy servers 

in nautical uniforms…serving generous portions of dishes created with high quality ingredients.”     — New York Times

Live 
Music 
Friday 
Nights

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 
www.lamottas.net

OUTDOOR TIKI BAR OVERLOOKING A BEAUTIFUL BOAT MARINA
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RON PAUL RALLY AT WEBSTER HALL IN NYC

BARBARA LEONARDI BIRTHDAY AT TEQUILA SUNRISE

QUEENSBOROUGH COLLEGE ART EXHIBIT AND RECEPTION

NY PRESS CLUB’S 19TH ANNUAL JOURNALISM CONFERENCE

1

1

1

1

1

2

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

4

Ron Paul

The birthday girl

Dan Halloran, Mark Weprin and  Toby 
Stavisky 

“Parachute” panel: Mary Snow, Jim 
Axelrod, Charles Hanley and Ann Cooper

Gabe Pressman

Jordan Page

Guests on right side table

Dan Halloran, Mark Weprin, Steven Chen, Peter 
Koo’s representative, Toby Stavisky, Faustino 
Quintanilla, Wen Zhi Zhang and guets

“How to Put the Fire Out Quickly”: panel 
Jeremy Soffin, Michael Estevez, Robert 
Leonard and Sharon Fenster

Honoree Sam Roberts

Murray Sabrin

Guests on left side table

Dan Halloran, Mark Weprin and 
Steven Chen

“Crowd Sourcing in a Crisis” panel: Eric 
Carvin, Meghan Peters, Mack Little, Anthony 
De Rusa and Liz Heron

Glenn Shuck and Juan Williams keynote 
speaker

Dan Halloran

Dee, guitarist and Barbara

The ribbon cutters, guest, Quintanilla, 
Stavisky, Zhang, Weprin and Halloran

Gabe Pressman

Dee Richard and Juan Williams

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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All Styles, All Levels, All Ages.

Call to Audition for our Award winning companies

Creative, 

Combo, Jazz, 

Tap, Hip hop 

& Lyrical 

Ages 5 and up

AWESOME 

BIRTHDAY 

PARTIES

...Where Fun & Smiles        Are Unlimited!
BELLMORE

227 BEDFORD AVE. 
BELLMORE, NY 11710

GREAT NECK
375 GREAT NECK RD.

GREAT NECK, NY 11021

516 466-5647 516 781-5090

DIX HILLS
15 E. DEER PARK RD.
DIX HILLS, NY 11746

631 462-2444
email us at jamgreatneck@aol.com WWW.JAMDANCEANDFITNESS.COM

VOTED STUDIO OF THE YEAR

DANCE AND FITNESS CENTER

exciting 
adult 

classes!

Register 

Now!
Ages 

2.5 and up

PUT YOUR HEART 
INTO MORE THAN 
JUST A WORKOUT

EXPERIENCE THE Y
DOWNLOAD A FREE 
ONE-DAY PASS AT 
YMCANYC.ORG 
CALL (212) 630-YMCA 
FOR DETAILS

JOIN THE Y NOW AND 
PAY NO JOINER’S FEE

OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 9
12-4PM

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. 
We work to eliminate all barriers to 
full participation. Ask at any Y about 
the Financial Assistance program.

JOIN YOUR Y
Cross Island Y
Flushing Y
Jamaica Y
Long Island City Y
Ridgewood Y

(718) 479-0505
(718) 961-6880
(718) 739-6600
(718) 392-7932
(212) 912-2180

Christ the King Welcomes Prospective New Freshman

     Sunday, October 2, Christ the King opened its door to over 525 potential new students. 
Over 2250 people viewed the school and its atmosphere of warmth and discipline that 

encourages both academic excellence as well as moral responsibility.
     Students commented on the excellence of the presentations and how informative the 

tours and teachers were in presenting the highlights of Christ the King. 
     The day was filled with classroom lectures, clubs and athletic teams each displaying 

the different aspects that Christ the King has to offer.
     Christ the King has been providing excellence in Catholic Education since 1962. An 

independent Catholic secondary school since 1976 whose purpose is to provide a well-rounded 
education by offering a college preparatory curriculum for students of all academic levels.

 

NEWS from 

CHRIST THE KING REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue 
Middle Village, New York 11379 
(718) 366-7400   
Web Site: www.ctkrhs.org    

Photo Caption (l-r) 
Vice Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees 
of Christ the King 
and previous business 
owner of Ridgewood 
Chemists, Robert 
Normandia welcomes 
parents and their 
children at Open House.
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Breast cancer awareness is the first step

STAGE 0 
Though the best breast can-

cer diagnosis is no diagnosis at 
all, women diagnosed with stage 
zero breast cancer can breathe 
somewhat easy. Stage zero means 
the cancer is noninvasive and 
there is no evidence that the can-
cer cells or the noncancerous ab-
normal cells have spread beyond 
the part of the breast where they 
originated.

STAGE I 
A stage I diagnosis means 

the cancer is invasive, and the 
cancer cells are beginning to 
invade normal cells around the 
breast tissue. However, a stage 
one diagnosis means the lymph 
nodes have not been invaded.

STAGE II 
Stage II is divided into the 

subcategories of IIA or IIB. A 
stage IIA diagnosis can mean any 
of the following:

• No tumor has been found in 
the breast, but cancer cells are in 
the lymph nodes under the arm; 
or

• The tumor in the breast is 2 
cm or smaller and has spread to 
the lymph nodes under the arm; 
or

• The tumor in the breast 
is between 2 to 5 cm but has not 
spread to the lymph nodes under 
the arm.

A stage IIB diagnosis means 

the cancer is invasive and:
• The tumor is between 2 to 5 

cm and has spread to the lymph 
nodes under the arm; or

• The tumor is larger than 
5 cm but has not spread to the 
lymph nodes under the arm

STAGE III
Similar to stage II, a stage 

III diagnosis will be divided into 
subcategories. But stage III breast 
cancer will be diagnosed as IIIA, 
IIIB or IIIC. In stage IIIA breast 
cancer:

• No tumor is found, but can-
cer has been found in the lymph 
nodes under the arm; these lymph 
nodes will be clumped together or 
sticking to other structures or the 
cancer may have spread to lymph 
nodes near the breastbone; or

• The cancer is any size 
and has to spread to the lymph 
nodes under the arm, which are 

clumped together 
and sticking to other 
structures

A stage IIIB diagnosis 
means:

• The cancer may be any 
size and has spread to the 
skin of breast and/or 
the chest wall; and

• The cancer 
may have spread 
to the lymph 
nodes under 
the arm, where 
they will be 
clumped togeth-
er or sticking to 
other structures; 
or the cancer 
may have spread 
to the lymph nodes 
near the breastbone. 
Symptoms of stage 
IIIB breast cancer can 
include reddening of 
a significant portion of 
the breast skin, swelling 
of the breast and a warm 
feeling at the touch.

A stage IIIC diagno-
sis means:

• There may be 
no sign of cancer 
in the breast

• If the there 
is a tumor, it 
can be any size 
and may have 
spread to the 
chest wall 
and/or the 

skin of the 
breast; and

• The cancer 
has spread to the 

lymph nodes above 
or below the collar-

bone; and
• The can-

cer may have 
spread to the 

lymph nodes un-
der the arm or near 
the breastbone.

STAGE IV
A stage IV diag-

nosis means the cancer has 
spread beyond the breast 
and local lymph nodes to 
other organs of the body. 
This can include the skin, 
bones, liver, lungs, distant 
lymph nodes, or even the 
brain. A stage IV diagnosis 
might be a recurrence of a 
previous breast cancer, but 
it’s also possible to get a 

stage IV diagnosis at first 
diagnosis.

For more informa-
tion, visit www.national-
breastcancer.org. 

Metro Creative Connection
When diagnosed with breast cancer, women are of-

ten filled with questions. What is the survival rate? Can 
breast cancer spread to other parts of my body? What does 
this mean for my family?

Such questions are common, and it’s perfectly alright 
— and even beneficial — for women diagnosed with breast 
cancer to ask as many questions as possible to better un-
derstand the disease. Though each individual’s experience 
with breast cancer is unique, upon diagnosis the doctor 
will determine which stage that cancer is in. Determining 
the stage of the cancer is based on:

• The size of the cancer
• If the cancer is invasive or noninvasive
• Whether or not the cancer is in the lymph nodes
• If the cancer has spread to other parts of the body
Upon diagnosis, the doctor will also discuss if the can-

cer is local, regional or distant. Local means the cancer is 
confined to the breast, while regional means the cancer 

has spread to the lymph nodes, most likely those in the 
armpit. If the doctor says the cancer is distant, that means 
it has been found in other parts of the body. If the tumors 
involve the breast skin, the underlying chest structures, 
have changed the breast’s shape, and enlarged the lymph 
nodes, the doctor will then likely determine the cancer 
is locally advanced or regionally advanced.

Survival rates have increased dramati-
cally over the last 30 years. Much of this is 
thanks to research, but increased aware-
ness of breast cancer has also played a 
role in the significantly improved sur-
vival rates. Part of that awareness in-
cludes taking steps as a young woman to 
reduce risk for breast cancer. Steps such 
as adopting a healthier diet, learning 
about family history with breast cancer 
and undergoing routine checkups 
can greatly improve a woman’s 

chances of beating breast cancer. Survival rates depend on 
a host of factors, including the stage of the cancer at diag-
nosis. Women who understand the stages of breast cancer 
and the role they play in surviving the disease might be 
more inclined to take steps that reduce their risk.
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METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

In the United States 
alone, more than 200,000 
breast cancer diagnoses are 
made each year. According 
to the American Cancer 
Society, the death rates for 
breast cancer among wom-
en are higher than for any 
other cancer besides lung 
cancer.

The survival rate for 
breast cancer is consider-
ably better the earlier the 
cancer is detected. In fact, 
the Canadian Cancer So-
ciety notes the five-year 
survival rate for Canadian 
women diagnosed with 
breast cancer between 2004 
to 2006 was 88 percent. Such 
survival rates typically de-
pend on the stage at which 
the cancer was diagnosed. 
Breast cancer is commonly 
diagnosed on a scale from 
zero to four, with zero de-
scribing noninvasive can-
cers and four describing 
invasive cancers that have 
spread beyond the breast to 
other parts of the body. In 
the U.S., stage zero breast 
cancers have a consider-
ably higher survival rate 
(93 percent according to the 
National Cancer Data Base) 
than stage four breast can-
cers (15 percent).

What those statistics 
illustrate is the empha-
sis women must place on 
detecting breast cancers. 
While self-examination 
was once suggested, medi-
cal organizations and pro-
fessionals now question if 
such self-examinations are 
ideal. Women should con-

sult their physicians to de-
termine the best approach 
for them. Self-examination 
might be the ultimate de-

cision, but women must 
recognize the importance 
of immediately consulting 
their physicians, should 
any of the following signs 
and symptoms appear:

•Lump or thickening 
in or near the breast or in 
the underarm. This lump 
or thickening will persist 
through the menstrual 
cycle.

•An area that is notice-
ably different from any oth-
er area on either breast.

•A mass or lump on the 
breast. This lump can be as 
small as a pea.

•Changes in the size, 
shape or contour of the 
breast.

•Redness around the 
nipple or on the skin of the 
breast.

•A blood-stained or 
clear fluid discharge from 
the nipple.

•A change in how the 
breast feels or appears. 
The breast might be scaly 
or inflamed and can even 
dimple.

•A hardened area un-
der the skin.

While self-examina-
tion can help women dis-
cover any potential signs 
and symptoms of breast 
cancer, women should know 
that even a thorough self-
examination in which no 
symptoms appear doesn’t 
necessarily mean a woman 
is breast cancer-free. Wom-
en, particularly those with 
a family history of breast 
cancer or those over the age 
of 50, should also be tested 
for breast cancer on an an-
nual or biannual basis. 

Focus on HealthFocus on Health

Identify the signs, see 
your doctor earlyMETRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Though it most often occurs in wom-
en, breast cancer can affect men as well. 
According to the American Cancer Soci-
ety, breast cancer is roughly 100 times less 
common among men than among women, 
but roughly 1,900 new cases of invasive 
breast cancer are diagnosed among men 
in the United States every year.

Though men are less likely to get 
breast cancer than other cancers, it still 
helps to understand certain aspects of the 
disease that can help lessen their risk and 
prepare them should they or a loved one 
be diagnosed.

Risk factors
When it comes to risk factors for 

breast cancer, men might have several 
risk factors but never develop the disease. 
Other men might have none of the risk fac-
tors but still develop breast cancer. Perhaps 
most puzzling, even if a man is diagnosed 
with breast cancer, doctors still can’t be 
certain what exactly was the cause, even if 
the man has one ore more of the risk fac-
tors associated with the disease. Similar 
to female breast cancer, many of the risks 
associated with male breast cancer are re-
lated to hormone levels.

•Age: A man’s risk of breast cancer in-
creases as he ages, and the Cancer Society 
notes the average age of diagnosis is 68.

•Inherited gene mutations: A mutation 
in the BRCA2 gene accounts for roughly 10 
percent of all breast cancers in men. While 
mutations in the BRCA1 gene can also 
cause breast cancer in men, the risk fac-
tor is far less. In addition, mutations in the 
CHEK2 and PTEN genes can also increase 
a man’s risk for breast cancer.

•Estrogen treatment: Men with pros-
tate cancer sometimes receive hormonal 
therapy that includes estrogen-related 
drugs. This can increase the risk of male 
breast cancer, but the Society notes that 
risk is small compared to the benefits — 
such treatments produce in slowing the 
growth of prostate cancer.

•Klinefelter syndrome: Men with 
Klinefelter syndrome, a congenital condi-
tion affecting roughly one in 1,000 men, 
have lower levels of androgens, or male 
hormones, and higher levels of estrogens, 
or female hormones, than most men. 
Some studies have found that men with 
Klinefelter syndrome are more likely to get 
breast cancer than other men, though both 
conditions are so uncommon that more re-
search is needed to determine a more con-
crete link between the two.

•Heavy alcohol consumption: Heavy 
alcohol consumption increases a man’s risk 
for breast cancer. That’s likely because of 

alcohol’s effect on the liver, which plays a 
role in sex hormone metabolism. Men who 
abuse alcohol are much more likely to de-
velop cirrhosis, and men who have cirrho-
sis commonly have higher estrogen levels 
because the liver is less capable of control-
ling hormonal activity.

Cause of male breast 
cancer

The aforementioned risk factors can 
increase a man’s risk of developing breast 
cancer. However, the cause of most breast 
cancers in men remains unknown.

Male breast cancer 
prevention

Preventing male breast cancer can be 
difficult because there is no known cause. 
However, men who maintain a healthy 
weight and a healthy lifestyle are less 
likely to develop the disease. Maintaining 
an ideal body and restricting alcohol con-
sumption are two steps all men should take 
to prevent breast cancer, and other diseas-
es as well.

Self-examination can also play a role 
in preventing male breast cancer. Men 
should never ignore a breast lump, as, sim-
ilar to female breast cancer, male breast 
cancer can manifest itself in a lump on a 
man’s breast. Men are often diagnosed 
with breast cancer much later than wom-
en, which could very well be because men 
are less likely to look for breast cancer 
than women. Should anything suspicious 
appear, men should report it to their phy-
sician immediately, as early detection im-
proves the chances that male breast cancer 
can be treated successfully.

Men can find more information about 
male breast cancer at www.cancer.org.

Breast cancer among men
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Memorials to

Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100

* Actual savings may vary based upon ef⸀ciency measures selected, 
age of home, appliances, equipment and other factors. 
A participating contractor can help evaluate potential savings.

** Financing, energy audits, and workforce development 
opportunities made available through the Green 
Jobs-Green NY Act of 2009.

Join the thousands of homeowners who have saved 
up to $700 on their annual home energy costs*

NYSERDA’S HOME PERFORMANCE WITH ENERGY STAR® PROGRAM IS ONE 
OF THE NATION’S LEADERS IN MAKING HOMES MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT.

Most New Yorkers qualify for a free or reduced-cost comprehensive home assessment, 
also referred to as an energy audit, and low-interest loans.** Additionally, participants may 
be eligible for cash-back incentives. All our Home Performance contractors are accredited 
by the Building Performance Institute.

For complete information, 
go to GetEnergySmart.org/
home-performance or call
1-877-NY-SMART.
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
mpuder@cnglocal.com, or mailed to: 
M. Puder – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 

Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4527

MAIN STREET

Are you
looking
to buy,
sell or
rent a 

house or 
apartment?

CHECK OUT OUR 
CLASSIFIED 
SECTION!
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75-10 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS, NEW YORK

877-228-1116
KOEPPELAUTOS.COM

QUALITY PRE-OWNED CAN COST LESS!

OVER 250 HIGH QUALITY PRE-OWNED VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM!
ALTIMA2010

NISSAN

$$1515,980980$15,980
*

4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alarm. Stk#780070. 49K Miles!

*Tax, tags, doc & MV fees additional. Prices include all Factory rebates & incentives. Photo for illustration purposes only. See dealer for complete details. Subject to credit
approval. Ad offers cannot be combined. Not responsible for errors or omissions. All ad Offers expire 72 hours after publication.NYSDMV7068638. NYSDCA0888893

Koeppel Always Delivers Top QualityPre-Owned Vehicles...

ALL vehicles come with 5-DAY EXCHANGE POLICY.ALL vehicles come with 6 MONTH/6,000 MILE WARRANTY.ALL vehicles come with OWNER BOOKS & 2 SETS OF KEYS.ALL vehicles come with CARFAX REPORT.

KOEPPEL HAS AN

A+RATING!

GUARANTEED
CREDIT CENTER!

DRIVE YOUR BAD
CREDIT AWAY!
BANKRUPTCIES AND

FORECLOSURES WELCOME!

YYOOUU’’RREE  AAPPPPRROOVVEEDD!!

If you make $1500 per month
Have a valid state I.D.
Can prove income & residence…CALL OUR TOLL-FREE 

CREDIT HOTLINE 1-888-876-8364 ASK FOR
CYNTHIA

1

2

3

2011 NSSAN JUKE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Cruise. Stk#UN2409. 10K Miles!

$17,890*

2008 BMW 328 XI
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof, Nav, Leather. Stk#780094. 33K Miles!

$28,980*

2010 NISSAN 370Z TOURING
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Alloys, Spoiler, Leather. Stk#UN2366. 4K Miles!

$30,980*

2010 NISSAN MAXIMA
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof. Stk#UN2504. 41K Miles!

$23,480*

2009 INFINITI G37 AWD
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof, Leather. Stk#780139. 46K Miles!

$28,980*

2009 SUBARU FORESTER WAGON
4 Cyl, Alloys, A/C, P/W, P/L, Cruise. Stk#UN1721. 24K Miles!

$18,795*

2008 VOLVO C30
2.0 Turbo! 5 Cyl, Alloys, A/C, P/W, P/L, Leather. Stk#UN1854. 18K Miles!

$17,895*

2010 MAZDA 6i SPORT
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, ABS, Alarm. Stk#780071. 43K Miles!

$15,985*

2010 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY LWB
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys. Stk#780112. 29K Miles!

$18,980*

2009 NISSAN MURANO LE
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Nav, Bluetooth. Stk#780089. 42K Miles!

$28,980*

2010 TOYOTA MATRIX
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alarm. Stk#780137. 32K Miles!

$16,495*

2010 HONDA CR-V
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof. Stk#UN2408. 19K Miles!

$22,980*

2010 FORD MUSTANG
LIKE NEW! 4.0L Engine, 6 Cyl, Auto, ABS, P/W, P/L, Alloys. Stk#780086. 16K Miles!

$18,980*

2011 NISSAN SENTRA SR
CERTIFIED! 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Bluetooth. Stk#UN2527. 4K Miles!

$16,795*

2009 LEXUS RX350 AWD
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Nav, Leather, Sunroof. Stk#780188. 38K Miles!

$32,980*

PRE-OWNEDPRE-OWNEDADVANTAGEADVANTAGEADVANTAGE
PRE-OWNEDPRE-OWNED
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BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISERS

BY REBECCA HENELY

A restaurateur whose 
well-regarded Astoria 
lounge burned down in a 
four-alarm fire earlier this 
year has a new eatery in 
the neighborhood with a fo-
cus on one dish.

While Just Burgers 
also offers hot dogs, the new 
joint, at 33-01 Ditmars Blvd. 
in Astoria, is primarily 
focused on all-natural An-
gus, turkey or veggie burg-
ers for $5.35 made however 
the customer wants.

“The idea was bring 
the neighbor in and let them 
build their own burger,” 
said George Liapis, owner 
of Just Burgers.

After customers pick 
which type of burger meat 
they want, they get to 
choose from 10 free top-
pings; five types of cheese 
for an extra 85 cents; six 
premium toppings like ba-
con, guacamole and cara-
melized onions for an extra 

$1; and three types of buns. 
They can also choose four 
types of specialty burgers 
for $7.25 instead. For an-
other $3.99, customers can 
get a drink and one of three 
types of fries.

“The idea is come here, 
spend $9 to $10 and get qual-
ity stuff,” Liapis said.

He said the Angus beef 
comes from grass-fed cows 
that do not receive hor-
mones or antibiotics, and 
the beef is freshly ground. 
The fries are also made 
from Idaho potatoes cut on 
the premises and are not 
cooked in trans fat.

“It’s a little more ex-
pensive, but we know we 
have a great quality and we 
have a great taste as well,” 
he said.

Liapis, a Greek immi-
grant who has been in the 
restaurant business for 12 
years, is also the owner of 
Flo Lounge Restaurant, 
at 30th Avenue and 38th 
Street. Flo burned down 

in a huge fire last March 
that left 13 firefighters and 
one civilian injured. Liapis 
said he is planning to re-
open the restaurant before 

Christmas.
Until then, Liapis has 

been busy with Just Burg-
ers, which he opened in May 
because he said the area did 

not have anything like a 
burger place where people 
could eat. The restaurant 
has indoor and patio eat-
ing areas with free Wi-Fi. 

Liapis said the restaurant 
also uses environmentally 
friendly LED lighting and 
recycled products.

Just Burgers opens at 
11 a.m. for lunch and closes 
at midnight every day of the 
week except Friday night, 
when it stays open until 6 
a.m. the next morning. The 
restaurant also does free 
deliveries in Astoria for 
orders that are $10 or more.

Liapis said that so far 
the feedback for the res-
taurant has been positive, 
and he has already made 
the meat and bread better 
based on customers’ sug-
gestions.

“I believe for the price 
that we offer, it’s a really 
good deal because I know 
my stuff, my products,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Bayside Village 
Retail Expo —  This 
event is specifi cally 
designed to introduce 
and reacquaint the 
local community with 
Bell Boulevard’s rich 
and diverse portfolio 
of retailers and to 
showcase those retail 
businesses by closing 
41st Ave for the day, 
turning it into an 
outdoor pedestrian 
mall with tables open 
out on the street to 
display the goods our 
stores offer shoppers. 
This event is strictly 
for retailers. The 
event will also offer 
“Live Music” that will 

be performed at the 
newly restored LIRR 
Train Station Park that 
the BID has recently 
had landscaped (by the 
incredibly generous 
efforts of Ronald Keil 
and Keil Bros Garden 
Center and Nursery) 
and is in the process of 
transforming back into 
a beloved center piece 
and meeting place for 
Bayside.
When: Oct. 9, noon 
Where: 41st Avenue, 
Donovan’s parking 
lot to Bell Boulevard, 
Bayside 
Website: www.
baysidevillagebid.com

Bake and Book Sale 
—  Used clothing, books, 
household items, baked 
goods.
When: Oct. 8, 9:30 am; Oct. 
9, 11:30 am
Where: Church of the 
Resurrection, 85-09 118th 
St., Kew Gardens 
Contact:   (718) 847-2649 

Second Annual Golf 
Benefi t for Autism 
—  Provides funds to help 
research, treat and fi nd a 
cure for autism. Features 
local civic leaders. Donation 
is $125 that includes 18 
rounds of golf, golf cart, 
free beverage and food 
tickets. Donors names 
placed on Neir’s Tavern 
website.
When: Oct. 13, 10 am

Where: Forest Park Golf 
Course, Woodhaven
Contact:   Loy Gordon (212) 
920-1560 or Dave Ross (646) 
752-6599
Website: www.neirstavern.
com

Queens Hospital 75th 
Anniversary Gala —  
Honoring four QHC workers 
and a Local 237 Teamsters 
President Gregory Floyd.
When: Oct. 13, 6:30 p.m.
Cost: $150 per person 
Where: Russo’s on the Bay, 
162-45 Cross Bay Blvd., 
Howard Beach 
Contact:   (718) 883-4252  

St. Gregory the Great 
Parish of Bellerose 75th 
Anniversary Dinner/
Dance —  Five-hour open bar 

with champagne toast. Full 
cocktail hour with carving, 
pasta stations, appetizer/
salad/choice of four 
entrees. Viennese Table. 
Live music by Night-Life.
When: Oct. 14, 7 p.m. 
Cost: $90 per person 
Where: Antun’s, 96-43 
Springfi eld Blvd., Queens 
Village 
Contact:   (718) 347-3707  

Autumn Auction —  The 
Immaculate Conception 
School Alumni Association 
is happy to announce that 
it is hosting an Autumn 
Auction to benefi t our 
students and school.   A 
buffet dinner, beer, wine, 
soda and dessert will 
be served. Bring your 
family and friends. All are 

welcome.
When: Oct. 16, 12:30 pm 
Cost: $45 
Where: Riccardo’s by the 
Bridge, 21-01 24th Ave., 
Astoria 
Contact: Fran Rocco  (917) 
482-6124  
Website: www.icsastoria.
org

Sunnyside Community 
Services Annual Gala 
—  Honoring EmblemHealth, 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer and Judy Steele. 
When: Oct. 20, 6:30 pm 
Where: Studio Square, 35-
33 36th St., Long Island City 
Contact:   (718) 784-6173 
X449  

Airport Village: Building 
the Heart of a Community 

—  The Greater Jamaica 
Development Corp. is 
holding its annual gala 
celebration. The Port 
Authority executive 
director, Christopher O. 
Ward, will be a public 
honoree. 
When: Oct. 25, 6 pm 
Where: Edison Ballroom, 
240 W. 47th St., Manhattan 
Contact:   (718) 291-0282 
ext. 126 

Can’t Break Our Spirit! 
—  Post-hurricane party to 
celebrate Unishpere Inc. 
gala. 
When: Oct. 27, 6 pm 
Where: USTA Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Center, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Contact:   (718) 760-6561 

Owner George Liapis (l.) and manager Jeffrey Abad run Just Burgers, an new, all-natural burger eat-
ery at 33-01 Ditmars Blvd. in Astoria. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Astoria business rises from ashes of old one
After lounge burns down, Just Burgers’ owner lets its customers pick and choose their own ingredients

Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/timesledger
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2011 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Weekend Service Change

 
WEEKENDS: Late Friday 11:30 PM until early Monday 5 AM
Oct 7-10, Oct 28-31, Nov 4-6*, Nov 11-14, Nov 18-21

*Exception: Service resumes Sunday 11/6 at 5 AM

No  trains between Queensboro Plaza and Times Sq-42 St 
while track, signal and infrastructure work is performed in  
the Steinway Tunnel. The  and free shuttle buses 
provide alternate service.

Travel alternatives:
Take the  or  at Times Sq-42 St or Queensboro Plaza.

Take the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av, Court Sq-23 St, 42 St-Port Authority, or Lexington Av/53 St.

Free shuttle buses replace the  at Queensboro Plaza, Court Sq, Hunters Point Av, and Vernon Blvd-Jackson Av stations.

For service to/from:
Times Sq-42 St – transfer between the  and the  or  at Queensboro Plaza. 

42 St-Port Authority – transfer between the  and the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av. 

5 Av – transfer between the  and the  at 74 St-Roosevelt Av. 

Grand Central-42 St – take the  or  at Queensboro Plaza to Lexington Av-59 St and transfer to the  or , or 
take the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av or Court Sq-23 St to Lexington Av/53 St and transfer to the .

In addition to these weekend-long changes, this suspension is also planned for the third Tuesday (12:01 AM to 5 AM) in 
October and November. We will keep you informed.

Stay Informed 
Ongoing work is necessary to modernize and improve the reliability of the  line. You’ll find brochures in stations with details 
on the project and its impact on your service. For updated information, look for station posters, visit mta.info to sign up for 
free email or text message alerts, or call 511.
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“I realized as a young child my greatest pleasure was to help 
people in need – the elderly, the young, and the injured. It’s a 
gift from God that I’ll never take for granted. Not surprisingly, 
I became a nurse. When it came to choosing a hospital, there 
was only one place to call home – Calvary. It’s where I strive to 
bring comfort and laughter to dying patients and their families. 
Calvary encourages me to handle fear and loneliness with hope, 
happiness and hugs. Speaking Spanish fluently also helps me 
with Latino patients and families. My rewards each day are 
smiles of joy and knowing that my patients need me. Being a 
nurse at Calvary – what better gift from God can anyone ask?”

– Andrea Mejia, LPN

“I was born to be a nurse at Calvary.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, O
CT. 6-12, 2011 

WE

39

www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST., 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 72 hours after publication.

MANAGER’S 
SPECIAL

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

2010 DODGE CHALLENGER
$19,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk# U7378-28K Mi.

 2 2 2 2 2 Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7205-20K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

*

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

CERTIFIEDCERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

$15,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#TG007-25K mi.
6 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

CERTIFIED

*

CERTIFIED

2008 JEEP

WRANGLER SPORT 4X4
$16,981
Auto, A/C, Alloys, Stk#U6722-57K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

2008 CHRYSLER

PACIFICA TOURING AWD
2010 DODGE

CHARGER SXT
$12,981

3.5L, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7185-49K mi.
12 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2007 CHRYSLER

ASPEN LTD 4X4
$15,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seats, Alloys, U7135-46K Mi.
12 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

2009 JEEP

LIBERTY 4X4
$11,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7225-74K mi.  
7 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

2008 DODGE

AVENGER SXT
$9,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk# U7286-54K Mi.
9 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

2008 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
$12,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stow ‘N Go, Stk#U7077-47K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

$11,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7134-67K mi.
23 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

2005 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4
*

3RD ROW SEAT
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grants since some live in 
Turner’s district. 

Turner has also been 
under the wing of Rep. Pe-
ter King (R-Massapequa 
Park), who Turner said has 
been charged with easing 
the neophyte into his new 
job.

“This has been a whirl-
wind,” Turner said, saying 
he did not have the luxury 
of attending introductory 
sessions that helped some 
of his freshmen colleagues 
acclimate last year.

He has already voted 
about 20 times, and like 
most congressmen he has 

had little time to actually 
read what he was voting 
on.

He espoused many 
of his campaign talking 
points — namely his de-
sire to repeal the National 
Health Care Act and rein 
in government spending as 
well as his aversion to taxes 
and the Dodd-Frank Wall 
Street Reform and Consum-
er Protection Act.

Turner said there is a 
desire on the Republican 
Party’s part to keep the 9th 
CD  instead of redistricting 
it out of existence as Demo-
crats might have done had 
they won the seat. Either 
way he still plans to run 
again for office.

Turner was mum 
about the current infight-

ing between two factions of 
the Queens GOP, saying he 
was above the fray since he 
worked in Washington.

He also has not picked 
a favorite in the Republican 
presidential race.

The 70-year-old Turner 
also revealed a few nuggets 
about his formative years, 
and they confirm he will 
not be changing his politi-
cal ideology anytime soon.

In college, Turner was 
part of Young Americans 
for Freedom, a politically 
conservative action group 
that stood in stark contrast 
to other radical student 
groups at the time.

“Most students were 
radical, bomb-throwing,” 
he joked. “But I took a dif-
ferent turn.”

“I’ve never seen one of 
these jobs come in on time,” 
he said.

And if something goes 
wrong, there is not much 
the city of New York can do 
about it.

“This isn’t being run 
by the MTA or the LIRR 
— where it is very easy to 
throw bricks and actually 
get a response. It’s coming 
out of Washington,” Moer-
dler said of Amtrak head-
quarters. “I don’t think 
this is the type of thing that 
should be done by remote 
control.”

Moerdler said he 
would like the congressio-
nal delegation of Queens 
and Long Island to look 
into getting New York City 
some say over how the tun-
nel construction proceeds.

“My view is that, at the 
end of the day, these kinds 
of locally based repairs 
— whether it be the East 
River tunnels or any oth-
ers — have a locally based 
impact,” he said.

Higher-ups in the 
board were not the only 
ones worried about poten-
tial delays.

Margaret Turck com-
mutes to school in Manhat-
tan on the Port Washington 
branch of the LIRR and was 
waiting Monday for a train 
at the Bayside station.

“The LIRR always 
makes me nervous,” said 
Turck, who was waiting 
on the eastbound side due 
to construction on the op-
posite track. “Anything 
can happen and there are 
always mistakes.”

Last Thursday, light-
ning strikes in Queens 
caused signal problems 
that temporarily shut down 
service on all LIRR branch-
es except the Port Washing-

ton line and caused massive 
rush hour delays.

Amtrak will be up-
grading the tracks and 
drainage systems in each 
of the tunnels after a train 
derailed in May. Following 
the incident, it was discov-
ered that water damage 
cause a section of the track 
to break and disrupted ser-
vice for a week, according 
to the LIRR.

The first weekend con-
struction went as sched-
uled, according to the 
LIRR.

Weekend service will 
also remain normal since 
the LIRR runs fewer trains 
than during the week, but 
the LIRR will lose the abili-
ty to reroute trains into the 
tunnels under construction 
should an incident arise, 
which could cause delays.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

nating him for chairman.
“For the good people 

of Queens, we need new 
leadership,” Ulrich said. 
“There’s only one man in 
the borough who can … 
unite the various factions 
and that is Tom Ognibene.”

Ognibene claimed the 
Ragusa faction was disorga-
nized and did little to help 
Republican candidates.

“For some reason, 
we’ve been drifting back 
and away from that,” Og-
nibene said. “The impor-
tant thing is right here in 
our own county we can 
make changes.”

Ognibene called Ul-
rich “the brightest young 
candidate the Republicans 
have had in years” and said 
Ragusa tried to sabotage Ul-
rich’s election in a 2009 spe-
cial election when he “put 

up a shill named Ricatto,” 
referring to former GOP 
Council candidate Michael 
Ricatto.

Ognibene also claimed 
Ragusa “tried to derail Bob 
Turner’s candidacy,” when 
Ragusa mulled nominating 
little-known Republican 
Juan Reyes. Turner went 
on to win the seat that had 
been held by Democratic 
U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner, 
who resigned because of a 
texting scandal.

state Independence Party’s 
housekeeping account that 
the mayor said was sup-
posed to be used for hiring 
poll watchers.

Haggerty’s lawyers 
claimed Bloomberg, who 
was given immunity when 
he testified before a grand 
jury in the case , had the In-
dependence Party contract 
out the ballot security op-
eration  instead of his own 
campaign so he he could 
skirt campaign finance 
laws and not have the ex-
penditure show up on his 
campaign’s finance data.

Haggerty faces up to 
44 years in prison if con-
victed on charges of grand 
larceny, money laundering 
and falsifying business re-
cords.

The mayor received 
treatment usually reserved 
for criminal defendants or 
judges as his car had access 
to the judge’s entrance to 
Manhattan Supreme Court, 
which let him dodge pho-
tographers hoping to snap a 
shot of Bloomberg arriving 
into court.

A phalanx of television 
cameras and still photogra-

phers camped outside the 
packed courtroom waiting 
for a chance to get a glimpse 
of Bloomberg.

Haggerty, who was an 
unpaid volunteer during 
the mayor’s campaigns in 
2005 and 2009, is charged 
with billing Bloomberg’s 
campaign for $1.1 million 
for ballot security and then 
failing to deliver, allegedly 
putting only $35,000 into 
the operation.

Bloomberg backed up 
the prosecution’s claims 
during a more than two-
hour session on the witness 
stand.

Haggerty “promised 
things he did not do,” the 
mayor told one of Hagger-
ty’s defense attorneys, Ray-
mond Castello.

In a move apparently 
designed to get a rise out 
of Bloomberg, Castello re-
sponded, “Isn’t that what 
you repeatedly did at Salo-
mon Brothers?,” referring 
to the mayor’s time at the 
investment house.

“I have no idea,” the 
mayor with a look of disbe-
lief. 

Haggerty’s lawyers 
are arguing that the $1.1 
million Bloomberg gave 
to the Independence Party 
constituted a gift, which 
means the mayor had no 

control over how the money 
was spent. 

The mayor said the 
Independence Party was 
to pay a company set up by 
Haggerty for the ballot se-
curity operation.

Bloomberg testified 
that he gave the Indepen-
dence Party the money in 
part to support candidates 
on that line, but when Cas-
tello asked the mayor if he 
knew any candidates who 
had that party’s line, he 
said he could not remem-
ber.

The mayor also said he 
did not enter into a written 
contract for the services 
Haggerty was entrusted to 
carry out on behalf of the 
campaign.

“Their handshake is 
worth more to me than a 
piece of paper,” he testi-
fied.

Haggerty’s ex-mistress 
 and Bloomberg campaign 
aide Fiona Reid was expect-
ed to take the witness stand 
Tuesday.

Prosecutors allege 
Haggerty had an affair 
with Reid, who approved 
his ballot security expendi-
tures, as part of his scheme 
to steal the mayor’s money.

Haggerty’s lawyers are 
attempting to prevent Reid 
from taking the stand.

on both sides of the aisle in 
office, she said.

The task force is cur-
rently made up of politi-
cians in both houses as well 
as non-politicians. With the 
Republicans enjoying a 
majority in the Senate and 
the Democrats a majority 
in the state Assembly, the 

dominate parties draw the 
lines to keep themselves in 
power, Stavisky said.

Then, according to a 
longstanding, unspoken 
agreement, each house ap-
proves the other’s plan.

But that agreement 
might be missing a key par-
ty this year.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
has said repeatedly that 
he will veto any lines not 
drawn up by an indepen-
dent redistricting commit-

tee.
The lawmakers on the 

task force balked at that 
suggestion, saying there 
is not enough time, but 
Stavisky disagreed.

Stavisky said districts 
should follow a guideline 
she calls “The Three C’s.”

“You’ve got to have dis-
tricts that are compact, con-
tiguous and there should 
be a common thread,” she 
said.

midable woman who con-
stantly stood up for herself 
and had attempted to latch 
herself onto a cause to cur-
ry favor with the jury.

She also referred to 
Sheehan’s tear-filled tes-
timony of the week before 
when she was asked to 
re-enact the shooting as 
“scripted,” a word she sug-
gested also applied to the 

testimony of Sheehan’s two 
children, who testified to 
the despotism of their late 
father.

Using ballistics evi-
dence provided by NYPD 
officers, Pomodore claimed 
that Sheehan ambushed 
her unarmed husband out 
of hatred for his infidelities 
and bizarre sexual tastes 
and had discussed divorc-
ing her husband months 
before.

Pomodore contended 
Sheehan shot her husband 
five times with the revolver, 
then ran downstairs to get 
the semi-automatic Glock 
to finish him off.

Sheehan said other-
wise.

“She just made up stuff 
and lied,” Sheehan said af-
ter closing arguments as 
she walked to her car. “I 
hope the jury sees that, 
too.”

ROP

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 5

Sheehan

Haggerty

GOP fi ght

Turner

Continued from Page 5

Stavisky

Continued from Page 5

LIRR



Sports  TIM
ESL

EDGER, O
CT.6-12  , 2011

NE

41

Continued on Page 44

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Holy Cross has sure 
grown up quickly over the 
last four weeks.

“I would say we’re 
ahead of schedule,” Coach 
Tom Pugh said.

It wasn’t a victory 
Sunday at Bayside Athletic 
Field, but in many ways 
the Knights will take a 29-
19 loss against nine-time 
Catholic High School Foot-
ball League ‘AAA’ cham-
pion St. Anthony’s. This is 
a team, after all, with just 
two seniors starting on de-
fense and four starting on 
offense.

Holy Cross (3-1, 2-1 
‘AAA’) already has a 15-13 
win over Xaverian, which 
walloped Iona Prep — the 
only team not named St. 
Anthony’s (3-0, 3-0) to win 
a title in the last decade 
— Sunday. An argument 
could be made that Pugh’s 
young group is the second-
best team in the league.

“It was just a really 
good football team,” St. An-
thony’s Coach Rich Reich-
ert said.

If not for a few costly 

mistakes — especially a 
Yianni Gavalas fumble 
early in the fourth quarter, 
which led to the Friars’ go-
ahead score — Holy Cross 
might have stunned St. 
Anthony’s with a victory. 
Shyheim Wingate, whose 
pick six gave the Knights 
a 19-14 lead with 2:03 left in 
the third, also had a fumble 
in the Friars end and Gava-
las threw an interception 
in the red zone in the third 
quarter.

“We made some mis-
takes that shouldn’t have 
been made,” Gavalas said. 
“We could have won.”

Gavalas thought he 
was down on the fumble 
and outside of some misfor-
tune, he actually ran the 
offense very well. Reichert 
said he was impressed with 
the left-handed quarter-
back, who was 8-of-20 pass-
ing for 124 yards and two 
touchdowns to sophomore 
Brandon Pelzer and Wing-
ate.

“I really like their 
quarterback,” Reichert 
said. “He hangs in there, 
took some shots. Good play-

York starts new soccer team
Fledgling women’s soccer program still looking for fi rst victory

Young Holy Cross 
team hopeful in loss

Holy Cross senior Shyheim Wingate had a touchdown catch and a 
pick six. Photo by Thomas Bricker

BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

A women’s soccer team 
at York College is something 
that has been talked about 
by the school’s athletic staff 
for quite some time. What 
was lacking was an interest 
from the student body.

Until this year.
On May 4, the school 

made it official. Women’s 
soccer would be the 17th 
NCAA Division III pro-
gram at the school and the 
fifth women’s soccer team 
to join the CUNY Athletic 
Conference.

According to York 
College Sport Information 
Director John Scarinci, 
a number of students ap-
proached the school’s ath-
letic director and the pro-
gram took off from there. 
Signatures from prospec-
tive student-athletes were 
the first thing needed to 
push the ball forward. A 
meeting was set up, which 
was attended by 40 girls. It 
was then deemed there was 
enough interest.

A key factor in creat-
ing the team was the assis-
tance from the CUNYAC. 
Six teams are needed in 
the conference to get an 
automatic bid to the NCAA 
Championships, so the con-
ference was more than will-
ing to help to achieve that 
number.

“The CUNYAC really 
wants to get that automat-
ic qualifying bid, so they 
helped us out financially 
agreeing to pay for uni-
forms,” said Scarinci.

The tough task of lead-
ing a raw, volunteer team 
would go to the men’s soc-
cer teams assistant coach, 
Kafui Kouakou, who was 

also a standout for York 
College during his tenure 
as a player. He is excited for 
his new responsibility.

“It’s a great emotion 
because I was already an as-
sistant to the men’s [soccer] 
team for the past two years 
…. Now it’s much more of 
a big responsibility, and 
starting with a new team 
is even harder to build up 
everything.”

But the job has come 
with many challenges that 
Kouakou has had to tackle 
head-on. The inexperience 
of the team has shown in 
their record. The Cardinals 
have only managed one win 
in seven games.

“Most of them are 

freshman who came 
straight from high school, 
so they have no experi-
ence in college soccer,” said 
Kouakou. “It’s a little bit of 
something new to them be-
cause they have that high 
school soccer mentality.”

Jessica Cornejo, a 
freshman psychology ma-
jor, believes that the team 
needs more practice and 
more players. The Cardi-
nals have been hit with a 
spell of injuries that has 
made it hard for the team to 
compete at a high level.

As a result, Koua-
kou has had to make some 
tough decisions with the 
lineup, placing players in 
positions that they are not 

accustomed to.
“Right now, because 

of the injuries, I don’t have 
one team that I can use all 
the time,” said Kouakou. 
“I’m just waiting to get that 
right combination that’s go-
ing to fit into everything.”

The Cardinals have 
seven remaining games on 
their schedule to improve 
on their 0-4 conference re-
cord. Kouakou is confident 
this team can make some 
significant improvements.

“Everything is not 
going as good this year as 
we wanted it to, but for the 
next year or two we want to 
be the first team in CUNY,” 
said Kouakou.

Anna Lales, freshman midfielder at York College, prepares to head the ball toward the net. 
Photo by Verity Rollins.
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42 Naz guard Brianna Sidney commits to UNC
BY MARC RAIMONDI

Brianna Sidney could 
have been nervous. Cyn-
thia Cooper-Dyke was 
someone the Queens na-
tive has looked up to since 
childhood.

“I love the way she 
plays,” Sidney said. “She 
inspires me.”

Cooper-Dyke, the 
second-year coach at UNC-
Wilmington, never gave 
Sidney a chance to be ap-
prehensive. One of the most 
decorated players in the 
history of women’s basket-
ball, Cooper-Dyke was just 
like any other coach, Sid-
ney said — only better.

“That’s the funny 
thing about it,” Sidney said. 
“She made me feel comfort-
able, especially because she 
is so down-to-earth.”

The presence of Coo-
per-Dyke and the family-
like atmosphere with the 
Seahawks sold the 5-foot-10 
Nazareth guard immedi-
ately. Sidney verbally com-
mitted to UNC-Wilmington 
during her visit there Sun-

day. She was also consid-
ering LaSalle, Memphis, 
Towson, Rhode Island and 
Albany.

UNC-Wilmington is 
coming off 24 wins and its 
first-ever postseason berth 
in the WNIT. Cooper-Dyke 
was named CAA Coach of 
the Year in her first sea-
son.

“As soon as I got to 
the campus and saw their 
workout, I saw a perfect fit 
and I wanted to be a part of 
what they are trying to do,” 
Sidney said.

Before the year start-
ed, the coach was named 
to the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame. 
Cooper-Dyke led the Hous-
ton Comets to four straight 
WNBA championships and 
was named WNBA Finals 
MVP four times. She was 
the league most valuable 
player in 1997 and 1998 and 
a four-time all-star.

“Cynthia Cooper is the 
perfect coach to take her to 
that next level and Bre is 
ready for the challenge,” 
Nazareth Assistant Coach 

Lauren Best said.
Athletic and long, 

Sidney is also one of the 
country’s best three-point 
shooters when she gets go-
ing. Nazareth was almost 
unbeatable in its run to the 
New York State Federation 
Class AA title last year if 
she was making her shots. 
At times, Coach Apache 
Paschall would try to get 
Sidney open looks early, 
because if she makes one, 
she could make four just as 
easily.

“She’s a fearless shoot-
er,” one Division I assistant 
coach said. “Her length and 
work ethic will help her 
contribute in a major way 
at that level.”

Sidney doesn’t want 
to be pigeon-holed as just 
a shooter, though. Cooper-
Dyke gave her all the right 
answers when they spoke 
about her future role.

“She said I can see the 
court well and that I would 
be taught to handle the ball 
a little more and get a cross-
over just like hers,” Sidney 
said with a laugh.

The biggest thing Coo-
per-Dyke and the coaching 
staff did was make Sidney 
feel at home. She has been 
around her family through-
out high school — her sis-
ters Elon and Jelleah both 
played with her at St. Mi-
chael Academy before that 
school closed and her moth-
er Annarie is omnipresent 
at her games. Her Exodus 
travel program has also 
been like a family to her. 
She’s been with Paschall 
and Best since she was 9 
years old, the longest ten-
ured player with Exodus 
other than current WNBA 
player Kia Vaughn.

“They all get along and 
everyone looks after each 
other as if they are really 
family,” Sidney said. “Also 
with me being so far away 
from home, seeing how 
they reminded me of when 
I am at home was the best 
thing.”

She couldn’t have been 
any less nervous being in 
the company of one of her 
idols. Now Sidney will be 
playing for her.

Nazareth’s Brianna Sidney committed to UNC-Wilmington. 
Photo by Denis Gostev

Buy Tickets at:

NewParentsExpo.com

OCTOBER 15TH & 16TH, AT PIER 92, NYC

THE EVENT OF THE YEAR
FOR EXPECTANT & NEW PARENTS

Bringing together the latest products and services 

for Pregnancy, Baby and Toddler.

Plus America’s # 1 Pediatrician Dr. Harvey Karp!

Leading Brands & Services!  Stroller “Test Drive” Track!  Free Buggy Tune-Up! 

Maternity Fashion Show!  Play Area For Little Kids! And An Incredible Group Of Speakers! 
DR. BOB SEARS  DR. HARVEY KARP ROSIE POPEVICKI IOVINELIZ LANGE

Everything You Need From Pre-Natal To Preschool!

For more info, contact Rebecca Martin,

rmartin@manhattanmedia.com, or 212-284-9732Tickets and Information:  NewParentsExpo.com 

Co-Author of 
The Portable 
Pediatrician: 

Everything You Need 
To Know About Your 

Child’s Health!

Creator of The 
Happiest Baby on 
the Block and The 
Happiest Toddler 

on the Block DVDs 
and books.

Designer of 
Liz Lange for 
Target and 

Co-Founder of 
Shopafrolic.com

Author of The 
Girlfriends’ Guide to 
Pregnancy and The 

Girlfriends’ Guide to 
Surviving The First 

Year of Motherhood

Star of Bravo’s 
“Pregnant In 
Heels” and 
Founder of 
Rosie Pope 
Maternity
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

When Archbishop Molloy and 
Regis walked off the pitch at Alley 
Pond Park in Glen Oaks, a familiar 
disappointment was etched across 
each side’s faces.

For after 80 minutes, neither 
could claim victory nor defeat. They 
played to a 2-all draw, an all-too-com-
mon result for both, the fourth tie for 
Molloy and third for Regis.

“We’re majoring in ties,” Molloy 
Coach Andy Kostel said.

Regis (4-1-3) felt a little better 
about itself as, unlike Molloy (3-2-4), 
it has defeated the teams it is supe-
rior to and has just one loss, to rival 
Xavier, on its docket. The Stanners, 
meanwhile, were coming off a tie 
against Xavier and are struggling to 
find themselves.

The Catholic league played over-
time seven years ago, but Regis Coach 
Vinny Catapano said there aren’t set 
plans to return to the format. The 
league does vote on it every year, but 
a majority of coaches have to approve 
the change, which has yet to occur.

“It’s not something anybody feels 
strong about,” Catapano said.

Earlier in the year, the issue for 
Molloy was lack of offensive punch. 
That hasn’t been a problem of late — 
Molloy scored twice against Xavier 
last Thursday and Gabe Maurello and 
Nick Matusewicz scored Friday — but 
now the defense is springing leaks, 
blowing a 2-1 lead against Regis. Kos-
tel is still mixing and matching in the 
back and will continue to do so until 
the playoffs, he said.

“We’re getting more danger-
ous and we have more work to do in 
the back,” Kostel said. “I don’t think 
it’s that bad, but there are certainly 
things I need to fix. That’s what [the 
regular season] is about.”

Catapano was, for the most part, 
pleased with his team’s effort. He 
was particularly happy to see senior 
striker Bobby Santariello score twice. 
The workmanlike senior played out-
side midfield last fall, is a defender 
on his club team, but was moved up 
front alongside leading scorer Ryan 
McLaughlin this fall. After a slow 
start, he has begun to find the scor-
ing touch, tallying four times in three 
matches.

“I was preparing myself in the 
summer for the transition,” he said. 

“I knew my team was going to need 
me.”

His emergence can only help 
McLaughlin as the playoffs near, forc-
ing the opposition to pay attention to 
the Raiders’ other weapons.

“It will make us that much more 
of a threat when teams realize we 
have a few guys that can put the ball 
in the back of the net,” Catapano said. 
“A lot of people overlook Bobby be-
cause Ryan is our leading scorer, but I 
think they pair well together. A lot of 
the time Ryan will score the goals and 
Bobby is the workhorse. It was great 
to see Bobby flip that role. It will be 
needed down the stretch.”

The draw was even more proof 
Regis possibly belongs among the 
Catholic league’s best. The Raiders’ 
three draws have come against de-
fending champion Iona Prep, Ford-
ham Prep and now Molloy. Further 
tests loom next week, starting with a 
home match against powerhouse St. 
Francis Prep.

“We’re making our way there,” 
Santariello said. “We have a few 
tough games to show people where we 
are. We’re a good team — we’re gonna 
prove that.”

Archbishop Molloy’s Angelo Luongo controls the ball in the Stanners’ 2-2 tie with Regis. Photo by Thomas Bricker

Cardozo’s Ashley Grubler (r.) writes about the Cardozo tourna-
ment, beating Francis Lewis and college applications. 

Photo by Denis Gostev

Beating rival Lewis 
a relief for ‘Dozo
BY ASHLEY GRUBLER

Every other week, Car-
dozo star Ashley Grubler, 
one of the top girls’ volley-
ball players in the city, takes 
us behind the scenes into 
her world as the Judges at-
tempt to win back-to-back 
PSAL Class A champion-
ships. Grubler will give us 
the blow by blow through 
scrimmages, tournaments, 
rivalry matches and recruit-
ing.

Tournament champi-
ons, completed a goal and 
made our presence known.

In a total of 14 days, we 
had one tournament and 
seven matches. Exhaust-
ing? Yes! But with each day 
we are growing as a team. 
With each win, we are be-
coming more confident. We 
are starting to realize that, 
“Hey, we can do this. We 
can go all the way again!” It 
definitely is a great feeling.

Four years ago, I 

joined a team that was al-
ways second best. Always 
second best to one team. 
That team being … Fran-
cis Lewis. They ran PSAL 
just by intimidation. The 
last time that Cardozo beat 
Lewis was my sister’s (Mal-
lory Grubler) junior year of 
high school. Ever since that 
day, Lewis went on a streak. 
A five-year streak.

On Sept. 21, it marked 
the end of a streak. We fi-
nally beat Francis Lewis. 
It was a big sigh of relief 
for me, especially since I 
spent three years of my 
high school career losing 
to them. Beating them is 
great, but staying focused 
and staying on top is even 
better.

Our goal now is to go 
10-0 and become division 
champions. We already 
have one trophy under our 
name, winning the Cardozo 

Molloy, Regis tied - again
Clubs lack punch, earning third and fourth ties of the season

Continued on Page 44
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tournament. That tourna-
ment had the top competi-
tion there and each game 
was tough. The starters on 
our team didn’t get to rest. 
We all played each point 
and each game — none of 
us got to rest. It took a lot 
out of us.

We ended up going 5-1 
in pool play. We split with 

Wagner, which was sup-
posed to be in a rebuilding 
year but they looked great. 
That was the best rebuild-
ing team I have ever seen. 
They looked great and they 
put up a hell of a fight.

Ironically, in the fi-
nals we ended up defeating 
Wagner and becoming the 
champions of the tourna-
ment. As a team we are 
doing good. But we have to 
be great. During games, we 
give away such easy points, 
aka free balls and rolls and 

we shouldn’t. Those are the 
points we should take ad-
vantage of. We also need to 
clean it up.

The one thing that I 
love right now is the chem-
istry on the court. There’s 
many people on the court 
that know how to cheer 
people up, cheer me up. 
My goal for myself is to fix 
my attitude. I need to stop 
thinking that I have to be 
perfect. I need to let myself 
know that I am allowed to 
make errors. And last but 

not least I need to learn how 
to keep my head up and to 
stay strong.

For the past week I 
haven’t been focused on my 
playing due to the stress of 
college applications. But 
guess what? I am officially 
done! I am now allowed to 
be 100 percent focused on 
my game and I’m ready.

Check back with Ashley 
Grubler every other Friday 
during the season. Her next 
diary will run Oct. 14.

er.”
There’s no shortage 

of tests upcoming for Holy 
Cross. The Knights meet 
Mount St. Michael next 
week and have a date with 
Archbishop Stepinac in 
Week 6. Neither of those 
teams are St. Anthony’s, 
though. All those young 

players got to lay eyes on 
the league’s top team and, 
for that, Pugh was happy.

“It’s a big game,” he 
said. “It’s early in the sea-
son and they’re thrown 
into a big quagmire of pres-
sure. They’ll overcome it. 
Now they know what it’s 
like to play in the big show. 
It’s good.”

Continued from Page 41

Holy Cross
Continued from Page 43
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Buckley Country Day School

Admissions Open House 
Sunday

October 23, 2011 
2:00 PM

 
516.627.1910 ext. 2701

www.buckleycountryday.com
IU Willets Road, Roslyn, NY

Columbia University Teachers College
Affiliate School

Please join us

Toddler through Eighth Grade
Beginning in their earliest years, our students 
experience a rich curriculum, engage in active 
and joyful learning, and prepare for a life of 
achievement and leadership.

Our curriculum incorporates

Enriched instruction in literacy, mathematics,   
 and science, supported by current 
 educational research

 Multiple technologies for “anytime, 
 anyplace learning”

 Study of world languages, beginning in 
 Pre-Kindergarten

 Creative self-expression through the visual
 and performing arts, including strings,   
 drama, and dance

 Emphasis on fitness and physical skills,   
 beginning in early childhood and culminating   
 in athletic competition in middle school 

facebook.com/timesledger

Get your Queens news on Facebook:
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