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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Tired of seeing cars racing 

along the street in front of her 
home on Francis Lewis Boule-
vard, eighth-grader Cheyenne 

Hua devised a solution to put the 
brakes on heavy-footed speedsters 
while leaving nothing but smooth 
sailing for law-abiding drivers.

And that idea for a speed 
bump that raises up only for 
speeding cars  earned the 14-year-

old a trip to Minnesota last week 
where she took home $1,000 from 
a national science competition.

“I had already finished my 
science fair project for 8th grade 
(which was the speed bump), 
and I was just browsing science 

contests one day and I found the 
Discovery Education 3M Young 
Scientist Challenge,” she wrote 
in an e-mail. “It looked fun and 
challenging because I had to edit 
a video, which I had never done 

Continued on Page 19

Bayside youth wins national prize
Eighth-grader awarded second place for fl ood prevention system at science event

Bayside group 
aims to bring 
voice to 99 %

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Downtown Manhattan can 

seem as if it is worlds away, in 
more ways than one, from Bay-
side. David Yale said that in the 
nearly 25 years he has lived in the 
neighborhood, he cannot remem-
ber seeing a lot of political demon-
strations.

“Bayside is a comfortable, 
middle-class neighborhood. Peo-
ple are pretty well-off and, up 
until recently, haven’t had much 
to complain about,” he said. “But 
with the crashing economy, ev-
eryone feels it.”

With the Occupy Wall Street 
demonstration nearing the one 
month mark, Yale and the north-
east Queens members of moveon.
org, a progressive policy group,  
will try to drum up support from 
neighbors for passage of a federal 
bill that would use revenue raised 
by taxing speculative traders to 
rebuild infrastructure and re-
duce the national deficit.

“We’re asking our neighbors 
here in northeast Queens to sup-
port passage of Let Wall Street 
Pay for the Restoration of Main 
Street Act,” he said. “Only the 
top percent will pay this tax. The 
first $100,000 of trades each year, 
as well as mutual funds, pensions 
and IRAs would be exempt.”

The bill was introduced  by 
U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-Ore.) 

Continued on Page 18

PICTURE PAIR

Christine Font and David Geary, of Bayside, dress up in costume cutouts from the Bayside Historical Society during Bayside Village’s Rock the Block, a music 
festival and outdoor retail expo held on 41st Avenue and Bell Boulevard. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Schumer pushes LIRR 
for better rider info
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
If the thought of frozen 

yogurt does not immediate-
ly conjure up an association 
with the cool, crisp air and 
leaves that are beginning 
to rustle along the side-
walks of Bell Boulevard as 
we welcome in autumn, the 
sign in the window of the 
new Red Mango tempting 
passersby with the prom-
ise of its seasonal pumpkin 
spice flavor is sure to in-
stantly make one feel warm 
and cozy inside.

And for those who 
doubt the frosty treats still 
hold the same appeal after 
we bid a (not so) fond fare-
well to summer’s stifling 
heat and all the offensive 
perspiring that inevita-
bly goes along with it, one 
only need to stop by on a 
weekday afternoon around 
3 p.m., when youngsters 
from MS 158 on nearby 
Oceania Street make their 
pre-planned migration to 
the shop.

Elaina Verrastro said 
she and almost every other 
student in her seventh-
grade class make a deliber-
ate point to stop by every 
Friday for what she could 
describe only as “the best” 
frozen yogurt around.

Whether by constitu-
tion or a sugar-induced 
circumstance, classmate 
Jordan Butler gave pos-
sibly the most emphatic 
endorsement ever of the 
vanilla-flavored confection 
topped with gummy bears 
and cherries he had just 
finished off.

Co-owner Alexcia 
Poulidis said the thing that 
surprised her most after 
opening the shop Sept. 17 
was the range of customers 
who visit Red Mango, which 
was named the No. 1 frozen 
yogurt and smoothie chain 
in the country by Zagat.

“It’s everyone, from 
older people to kids. Every-
one needs a healthy alter-
native,” she said.

According to the com-
pany, Red Mango’s frozen 
yogurt is an all-natural, 
nonfat and gluten-free 
treat served in cups or as 
smoothies and parfaits.

Baysider Laura Puc-
cio said she is lactose- and 
gluten-intolerant, and be-
fore Red Mango opened it 
had been three years since 
she had been able to eat yo-

gurt.
“I stop by just about 

every day now,” she said 
as she enjoyed her plain 
yogurt topped with straw-
berries, blueberries and 
bananas. “The blueberries 
are also good for my arthri-
tis.”

Customers enter the 
shop and head to the back, 
where they can choose from 
one or any combination of 
nine flavors, which they 
serve themselves, and then 
head over to the toppings 
bar where they can load up 
on selections of fresh fruit 
and “fun and crunchy” — 
read: candy! — choices.

For those who need 
help, employees like Jac-
queline Yang give guidance 
to customers, though Yang 
admits that mostly unusual 

combinations come from 
her own mind.

“I think the weird-
est combination I made 
was pumpkin spice yo-
gurt topped with honey 
and Twix,” she bragged. 
“It’s absurd, isn’t it? But it 
worked!”

Red Mango, at 42-23 
Bell Blvd., is open seven 
days a week from 10 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. It is scheduled to 
hold a grand opening Sat-
urday when, between the 
hours of 3 p.m. and 7 p.m., 
visitors will receive one 
free small frozen yogurt 
with one topping.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
As he waits weekday 

mornings at the Auburn-
dale station for the Long 
Island Rail Road to carry 
him into Manhattan, Joe 
O’Neill passes the time 
throwing, which sounds 
just a bit menacing until 
one realizes it is simply one 
of the terms — along with 
the Dizzy Baby and the 
Boing Boing — spoken by 
O’Neill and the other mem-
bers of the New York YoYo 
Club.

“Sometimes I take 
a break [from work] and 
just go out on the street. It 
doesn’t require batteries, 
you just throw it around 
whenever you have a 
break,” he explained. “I like 
the hand-eye coordination. 
Especially as I get older, I 
want to keep my hands and 
my eyes busy.”

The 47-year-old said he 
rediscovered yo-yos about 
six years ago after he had 
given them up as a teen-
ager.

“After a while, usually 
when you discover girls, yo-
yoing goes out the window,” 

he joked.
It was when his wife 

bought his 9-year-old son 
a yo-yo that O’Neill really 
started throwing again.

“I started playing with 
it so much, he bought me 
one,” he said.

It was also around this 
time he found the yo-yo 
club, where enthusiasts get 
together to talk shop, show 
off their gear and trade 
tips on the newest tricks 
they are practicing. A few 
years later, O’Neill took 
over running the club, and 
now he sets up meetings ev-
ery week where about 10 to 
15 members ranging from 
beginners to experts Walk 
the Dog and Rock the Baby 
with their Duncans, YoYo-
Jams and Yomegas.

“I try to create an envi-
ronment where you can do 
what you want to do,” said 
O’Neill, who is currently 
working to perfect his exe-
cution of a trick called Pop-
pin Fresh.

“It’s hard to explain, 
you kind of have to actually 
see it. But like with a lot of 
tricks, the name invokes 

Students from nearby MS 158 enjoy frozen yogurt from Red Mango on Bell Boulevard. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

New treats arrive at Bell Blvd.
Red Mango brings tasty, frozen yogurt offerings to Bayside

Auburndale man 
founds yo-yo club

Joe O’Neill (third from l.) and the New York YoYo Club at their meet-
ing in Washington Square Park. Photo courtesy Joe O’Neill

Continued on Page 18
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Flushing church draws thousands for St. Nicholas fest
America’s largest Greek Orthodox house of worship honors saint with musical, food-fi lled celebration

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Even by conservative 

estimates, volunteers from 
a Flushing Greek Ortho-
dox church had prepared 
well over 50,000 fried dough 
balls during the four-day 
St. Nicholas festival that 
culminated Sunday night.

Crowds filled the 
sidewalks and streets sur-
rounding the Greek Ortho-
dox Shrine Church of St. 
Nicholas to gulp down the 
honey-drenched dough nug-
gets topped with cinnamon, 
called loukoumades, and to 
sample other Greek fare, 
listen to music or shop at 
one of the many stalls sur-
rounding the building.

The church, at 196-10 
Northern Blvd., is touted 
as  the largest Greek Ortho-
dox church in the country, 
and its ranks of about 2,000 
families certainly came out 
for the celebration.

“It’s about fellowship, 
respect and love for our 
heritage and our faith,” 
said Steve Georgiou, chair-
man of the festival.

One lot outside the 
church was completely ded-
icated to food, and parish-
ioners served up pastries, 
pies, gyros and salads on a 
military scale.

Adonis Valvis looked 
like a sooty coal man from a 
locomotive as he stood with 
a shovel and heat-resistant 
gloves next to huge skewers 
of pork slowly cooking on 
rotisseries.

“Whatever money we 
collect goes to the church,” 
he said as he prepared more 
hot coals to be transferred 
under the juicy hunks of 
meat.

The festival, which 
celebrates St. Nicholas, is 
the church’s largest fund-
raising event of the year 
and supports its growing 

congregation and the pro-
grams it offers, according 
to Georgiou.

The church has grown 
immensely from its humble 
origins in the early 1960s. It 
was once a small group of 

families who congregated 
on Beech  Avenue in Flush-
ing.

Now the church boasts 
an impressive domed cha-
pel and a parochial school 
as well as after-school and 

other youth programs.
“Around every Greek 

Orthodox church, you’ll 
find a very strong Greek 
culture,” said Georgiou.

On Sunday night, 
many Greek families chat-
ted with each other in the 
other plazas outside of the 
church. Sword-fighting 
children waged war with 
light-up sabres from a mini-
carnival that was set up on 
another lot.

On a nearby stage, a 
man played the bouzooki, 
a lute-like Greek instru-
ment.

But there were many 
non-Greek families from 
the diverse neighborhood 
in attendance as well. 
Many came out for the food 
— meat-based dishes like 
gyros, souvlaki and pasti-
chio were flying off the ta-
bles — as well as for the flea 
market in the basement.

St. Nicholas’ feast day 

is not until Dec. 6, accord-
ing to Andy George, but the 
church has the festival on 
Columbus Day each year 
because the weather is nic-
er and it rarely coincides 
with other Greek festivals 
around the borough.

The saint, who is the 
basis for Santa Claus, is the 
patron saint of merchants, 
children, thieves, sailors 
and students, and was 
known for his secret gift-
giving.

The church actually 
has a fragment of St. Nicho-
las’ skull, which is kept in 
a small box inside a golden 
dome in one corner of the 
church.

Each year on Dec. 6, 
the priests  parade the frag-
ment around the church.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Nicholetta Kontogiannis, of Flushing, carries her Greek flag to St. 
Nicholas Church’s Greek Festival. Photo by Christina Santucci
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4 Aqueduct applications far outnumber jobs
More than 35,000 people have submitted their resumes for 1,350 positions at the soon-to-open racino

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
More than 35,000 people 

have applied for 1,350 permanent 
positions available at the soon-
to-be-opened racino at Aqueduct 
Racetrack, the operators of the 
development said last week.

Roughly 1,000 applicants 
have been either hired or offered 
jobs and 73 percent of them are 
Queens residents, Resorts World 
Casino New York said.

“These incredible figures 
confirm that these jobs are a 
much needed boost to our com-
munity and New York state,” said 
Mike Speller, president of Resorts 
World Casino New York City. 
“The current challenges to job 
seekers are very real and we are 
proud to be able to offer opportu-
nities to thousands of New York-
ers. We will continue to look for 
opportunities to grow and create 
even more jobs and look forward 
to creating a talented and diverse 
staff that truly represents our 
community.”

Applications are still being 
accepted at Resorts World’s web-
site at rwnewyork.com/careers/

careers.htm.
Among the positions the com-

pany is looking to fill include a 

chef and manager for the racino’s 
steakhouse, RW Prime; 57 clean-
ers; 12 kitchen utility workers; 35 

security officers; two sous chefs; 
and 10 group sales coordinators 
who will be working to attract 

Asian clientele to the racino.
Of the 1,400 construction 

employees working on the devel-
opment, which is set to open later 
this month, 40 percent are either 
minorities, women or both, and 
more than 25 percent of the sub-
contractors on the project are 
companies that are owned by mi-
norities or women, Resorts World 
said.

“Job seekers have been end-
lessly enthusiastic and we are 
thrilled to have the opportunity 
to meet and work with so many 
of our new neighbors,” Speller  
said. “Our staff will start with an 
incredible array of work and life 
experiences, which, combined 
with our exceptional training 
program, will ensure an unparal-
leled experience for our employ-
ees and visitors. Resorts World’s 
grand opening in October will be 
a tremendous step forward for de-
velopment in Queens.”

Reach reporter Howard Ko-
plowitz by e-mail at hkoplowitz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4573.

Job seeker Lasia Simpson (c.) and LaGuardia Community College employment specialist Danny Bernard (r.) wait on line to 
enter state Sen. Joseph Addabbo’s job fair at Aqueduct Race Track last year.

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) announced Tues-
day he was introducing a 
resolution calling for the 
city Department of Educa-
tion to integrate lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgen-
der historical figures into 
the general school curricu-
lum.

“We need to teach the 
truth and not whitewash 
history,” Dromm said. “And 
the fact of the matter is that 
we haven’t been teaching 
the truth about LGBT peo-
ple at all — ever.”

The resolution calls for 
the department to imple-
ment a curriculum and buy 
text and trade books that 

would include watershed 
moments in the history of 
LGBT people and would 
acknowledge the sexuality 
of LGBT historical figures. 
Dromm, who is openly gay 
and a former teacher, said 
this resolution would call 
for a curriculum similar 
to the one passed statewide 
in California this summer 
and one taught in colleges 
across the country.

“I think this should be 
a tremendous help to youth, 
to all youth when it comes 
to understanding gay peo-
ple,” Dromm said.

The councilman said 
the curriculum would inte-
grate important moments 
in the LGBT struggle for 
civil rights.

“The Stonewall Rebel-

lion, for example, that’s 
never spoken about in 
classrooms,” Dromm said, 
referring to the 1969 dem-
onstrations against a police 
raid at the Stonewall Inn in 
Greenwich Village.

When it comes to his-
torical figures, Dromm 
said this resolution would 
not highlight LGBT histor-
ical figures at the expense 
of other figures throughout 
history, but would discuss 
the sexuality of figures al-
ready in the curriculum.

He said when students 
are currently taught about 
Leonardo da Vinci, Walt 
Whitman and Billie Jean 
King, their homosexual-
ity is never discussed. He 
said given that the city has 

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gilli-

brand (D-N.Y.) said last 
week 213 city projects could 
benefit from the Ameri-
can Jobs Act, including 
improvements to subways, 
bridges and roads through-
out Queens.

Speaking on an Oct. 4 
conference call with U.S. 
Transportation Secretary 
Ray LaHood, Gillibrand 
urged Congress to pass the 
act,  saying it would inject 
$3 billion into New York 
state and create 38,000 local 
jobs.

“There’s no shortage of 
projects we can get started 
on that can revitalize the 
economy,” Gillibrand said.

The senator said most 
of the projects in the state 
Department of Transpor-
tation has slated for fiscal 
years 2011-14 are currently 

unfunded. While the state 
budget for fiscal year 2012 
is still being worked on, 
dollars from the act could 

U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand says President Barack Obama’s 
American Jobs Act could inject funding into many projects 
planned for Queens, such as the repair of the Kosciusko Bridge. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Obama jobs bill could cover 
Queens projects: Gillibrand

LGBT history should be taught 
in City’s schools: Dromm

Continued on Page 52 Continued on Page 52
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
The city Department 

of Education laid off 28 
Queens public school em-
ployees Friday represented 
by District Council 37, the 
city’s largest municipal em-
ployee union.

The cuts represent a 
fraction of the more than 
600 school aides, family 
paraprofessionals, commu-
nity associates and other 
school support staff mem-
bers the department hand-
ed pink slips to across the 
city in an attempt to close a 
budget gap.

Of those 28 employees, 
17 were laid off from schools 
in District 27, according to 

DC 37. The district, which 
covers Howard Beach, 
Lindenwood, Ozone Park, 
South Ozone Park, Wood-
haven, Richmond Hill and 
the Rockaways, is also the 
city’s most overcrowded 
district, according to pre-
liminary numbers released 
by the United Federation of 
Teachers last month.

At a City Hall rally 
Friday, representatives 
from DC 37 and Local 372, 
which represents 25,000 
DOE employees, criticized 
the department for a lack of 
transparency and claimed 
the layoffs to be an act of 
retribution by Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg against 
the unions for refusing to 
let the administration tap 
into a health and welfare 

stabilization fund during 
the city’s budget negotia-
tions earlier this year.

“There is also an ob-
vious racial and socioeco-
nomic disparity in the way 
the city produced the layoff 
lists,” said Local 372 Presi-
dent Santos Crespo. “Most 
of the jobs lost would af-
fect poorer communities 
that are already in need of 
critical social services and 
suffering with higher un-
employment rates.”

The mayor’s office 
did not return a request 
for comment by press time 
Tuesday.

At a hearing before the 
Council Education and Fi-
nance committees Tuesday, 
city Schools Chancellor 
Dennis Walcott said that af-
ter negotiations with DC 37 
and Local 372 fell through, 
the UFT stepped in and 
a deal was reached that 
averted teacher layoffs.

“I remind you all of this 
history because in the past 
week, the mayor and I have 
been accused — by some 
members of this Council 
— of turning our back on 
workers. We have been ac-
cused of racial insensitivi-
ty and political retaliation, 
despite the fact that our 
school budgeting process is 
transparent and governed 
by a guiding principal that 
school leaders — not me or 
the central administration 
— are empowered to make 
the best decisions for their 
students,” he said.

City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens), who is on the 
Education Committee, said 
the $28 million the depart-
ment projected it will save 
through the layoffs could 
be offset by up to $11 mil-
lion in payments the city 
may have to dole out in just 
one year for new unemploy-
ment and food stamp claims 
by the laid-off employees.

“These are not, in our 
opinion, smart cuts,” he 
said. “It’s a strange priority 
list. If I were making cuts, I 
wouldn’t be cutting the low-
est paid employees.”

Sheehan acquitted of murder
Lawyers plan to appeal boro woman’s gun possession verdict

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Defense lawyers plan 

to appeal what they call the 
contradictory  verdict ren-
dered last Thursday after 
Barbara Sheehan, the How-
ard Beach mother who shot 
her ex-cop husband, was ac-
quitted of murder but found 
guilty on gun possession 
charges.

“She was acquitted of 
murder by self-defense. She 
should have been acquitted 
of unlawfully possessing a 
gun,” said attorney Niall 
MacGiollabhui, who was 
part of a team that repre-
sented Sheehan.

Cheers erupted from 
family members and sup-
porters, who crowded the 
courtroom when the ver-
dict was read in Queens 
Supreme Court in Kew 
Gardens.

“There were quite a 
few cries of happiness,” 
said Carlo Ferrante, an in-
law of the Sheehan family 
who exited the court along 
with the rest of the family.

Michael Dowd, who 
also represented Sheehan, 
argued throughout the trial 
that Sheehan shot her hus-

band, Raymond, a retired 
NYPD officer, in self-de-
fense inside the bathroom 
of their home Feb. 18, 2008.

Dowd employed what 
is known as the battered 
woman defense, arguing 
that Sheehan suffered un-

der 17 years of abuse from 
her husband and that she 
feared for her life when she 
shot her husband five times 
with a .38-caliber revolver 
and then six more times 
with a 9 mm Glock semi-
automatic handgun.

Sheehan had a few 
days of freedom before she 
was scheduled to return to 
custody Wednesday.

But her lawyers hope 
to keep her out on bail pend-
ing her sentencing, which 

Barbara Sheehan (c.) hugs her daughter Jennifer Joyce and embraces her son Raymond (l.) and her 
lawyer Michael Dowd (r.) after she was acquitted of murder chargers but found guilty of possessing a 
weapon. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Schumer calls for LIRR rider bill of rights
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A little over a week af-

ter a lighting strike at the 
Jamaica Long Island Rail 
Road station caused hours 
of delays, U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) called 
on the railroad Monday 
to voluntarily implement 
a protocol in order to bet-
ter inform passengers and 
protect their safety during 
service disruptions and de-
lays.

In a letter sent to LIRR 
President Helena Williams, 
the senator said his office 
had received complaints 
after signal problems at the 
Jamaica station stranded 
at least seven trains full of 

passengers for up to three 
hours.

“In addition to the ex-
cessive amount of time that 

passengers were forced to 
remain on these trains, 
numerous complaints have 
come into my office about 

the lack of notification and 
information given to com-
muters as to the size and 
scope of these service dis-
ruptions, as well as alterna-
tive options for transit,” the 
letter read.

The senator urged the 
LIRR to establish a com-
muters’ bill of rights that 
would include a more ro-
bust notification system to 
alert passengers of service 
disruptions while on trains 
and on waiting platforms 
and alert them to alterna-
tive transit options.

He also suggested the 
protocol establish a clear 
time threshold for ensur-
ing the safe disembarking 

Long Island Rail Road riders wait for announcements outside the 
Jamaica station last year following a fire that crippled most of the 
railroad’s lines.

DC 37 Executive Director Lillian 
Roberts criticized the mayor 
for laying off more than 700 
public school employees. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

DOE lays off workers   
from crowded schools

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52
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TAKING CARE OF

All Your Dental Needs
We cater to fearful patients by offering oral sedation that can 

“turn your dental visit into a relaxed & restful daydream.”

FOR THE PAST 80 YEARS!

Corbin Family Dental Arts
204-17 35th Ave.
Bayside, NY 

Corbin Dental / North Shore
216 South Street
Oyster Bay, NY 

Phone: 516-922-5888

Cosmetic or
Restorative Procedure

New Patient Special

��������

	
��
New Patient Exam, 

X-rays, Consultation. 
($241 Value)

New Patient Special

��

WE OFFER:

���������	�
���������������

www.CorbinDental.com

Phone: 347-338-1446

Good thru 11.27.11. Call for details.

Good thru 11.27.11. Call for details.
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Board certified
internal medicine

Affiliated with
Flushing Hospital,
NY Hospital Queens

Most major 
insurances accepted

Special consideration given 
to uninsured patients.

By appointment only.

Saturday appointments 
available.

Convenient to bus 
transportation: Q 26, 27, 65

Premium Medical of N.Y. P.C. 
Christopher Georgiou, M.D.

147-09 Elm Avenue
Flushing, NY 11355

718-445-1223

We speak Greek

The Citizens Commit-
tee for New York City is 
accepting applications for 
the 2012 “Love Your Block” 
grant program.

A special partnership 
between the group and the 
office of Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, Love Your 
Block is a unique opportu-
nity for city residents to at-
tain some funding to beau-
tify their neighborhoods.

Volunteer-led com-
munity groups can submit 
applications through the 
Nov. 8 deadline for cash 
grants of between $500 
and $1,000 to transform 
a city block. Each group 
awarded a grant — win-
ners will be announced 
in early December — will 
also be provided with 
project-planning and community-building 
assistance, as well as help getting local me-
dia coverage of their efforts.

The city Parks, Transportation and 
Sanitation departments will be providing 
key assistance to grantees such as block 
tenant and civic associations as well as 
school groups and community gardening 

groups who want to do 
their best to transform 
their neighborhoods. 
Groups can be ones exist-
ing already within their 
community or formed spe-
cifically for this initiative.

Examples of city ser-
vices available through 
the program include trash 
collection, vacant lot 
cleanup, graffiti removal, 
dead tree removal, tree 
planting, providing wood-
chip mulch for gardening 
projects, repairing and 
installation of street signs 
and street lights and traf-
fic safety surveys.

An application work-
shop will be held at Queens 
Borough Hall, Room 213, at 
6:30 p.m. Oct. 20. RSVP for 
the workshop is required 

via e-mail at jeastman@citizensnyc.org or 
via phone at 212-822-9578.

Contact Saleen Shah at 212-822-9566 or 
sshah@citizensnyc.org for more informa-
tion about the grants or to request an ap-
plication form.

— Connor Adam Sheets

Win grant money to show love for your block

Fredericka Bowen (c.) waters new-
ly-planted flowers during a neigh-
borhood beautification event in 
Laurelton in 2009.

North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted
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“If you like saving 
money, you’re gonna 
love the Green Team.”

HOMEOWNERS LOVE THE SAVINGS
IMPROVE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND LOWER ENERGY COSTS

*Based on eligibility

—Bill, Homeowner, Staten Island, NY
See how I’m saving at conEd.com/Bill

WE’LL HELP YOU SAVE

CONNECT WITH THE GREEN TEAM AT CONED.COM/GREENTEAM
OR CALL 1-800-430-9505. ACT NOW. LIMITED TIME OFFER.*

Low cost on-site energy survey with free money-saving items installed.

Rebates up to $1,000 on efficient heating and A/C equipment.

Free programmable thermostats for central A/C systems.

Get $50 for recycling your freezer or old, second working fridge.

POLICE 

Blotter

Man stole debit cards from McDonald’s: Cops
ASTORIA — Police were searching for 

a man suspected of taking away more than 
just food from an Astoria McDonald’s.

On Sept. 24, a male walked into the 
fast food chain, at 31-46 21st St., at about 9 
a.m. and approached the cashier, investiga-
tors said.

The suspect discovered an iPhone and 
debit card on the counter and swiped both, 
sticking them in his pocket, according to 
the NYPD.

Anyone with information regard-
ing the incident can call 1-800-577-TIPS 
(8477), visit nypdcrimestoppers.com or text 
TIP577. to 274637. All calls confidential.

Police are looking for information about a 
man in regards to an iPhone theft. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

Father kidnaps daughter, arrested same day: Cops
CORONA — A man who allegedly ab-

ducted his daughter last Thursday was col-
lared later the same day, the NYPD said.

Mario Minaya, 33, of 33-40 104th St., 
called the child’s mother at around 11 a.m. 
Oct. 6 and said she would never see him or 
the 2-year-old girl again, police said.

The mother told investigators she had 

left the daughter with Minaya at her house, 
at 35-54 95th St., before she left for work.

The NYPD then issued an amber 
alert.

Minaya was arrested later that day 
and charged with custodial interference 
and endangering the welfare of a child, po-
lice said.

Robber steals money, gets away on bike: Cops
LONG ISLAND CITY — Police were 

looking for a man who held up another man 
at gunpoint before fleeing on two wheels.

The suspect entered a parking garage, 
at 38-32 13th St., Oct. 3 at about 1:40 a.m. 
and pointed a gun at the man and demand-
ed cash, the NYPD said.

After the victim handed over an un-
disclosed sum he turned around on orders 
of the suspect, who then hopped on a bike 
and rode away, police said.

Anyone with information regarding 
the incident can call 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), 
visit nypdcrimestoppers.com or text 
TIP577 to 274637. All calls are kept confi-
dential.

Police are seeking a man riding a bicycle in con-
nection with an alleged robbery. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

Police investigate the scene of an alleged armed holdup of a Sunoco gas station, at 138-98 Queens 
Blvd., in Briarwood Sunday afternoon. Cops said they were seeking a black man with a silver hand-
gun. Photo by Christina Santucci

For the best value in senior
independent living, take a 
closer look at Flushing House!

Seniors enjoy freedom, friendship 
and support in a lively, congenial
atmosphere at Flushing House, the
dedicated, not-for-profit senior 
community in the heart of Queens. 
It's everything you could ask for in a
quality, affordable senior residence.
Private apartments with kitchenettes
and services from $2250/month.

Call 800-345-4571
United Lifeline 

Is it time to help your parent enjoy a new
independent lifestyle?

$2295/month

™

Not-for-Profit

Flushing House
38-20 Bowne Street
Flushing, New York 11354

For the best value in senior living,
call us today!
www.flushinghouse.com

718-762-3198
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BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
A campaign commit-

tee controlled by Queens 
Republican political opera-
tive John Haggerty, who is 
on trial for allegedly steal-
ing $1.1 million of Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s mon-
ey, is three months late in 
filing its disclosure report 
with the state Board of 
Elections, a BOE spokes-
man said Tuesday.

Haggerty, a Forest 
Hills resident, started the 
28th Assembly District Re-
publican Committee in Oc-
tober 2009 with a $20 depos-
it, according to campaign 
finance records.

In November 2009, 
about three weeks after he 
was elected to a third term, 
Bloomberg wired $120,000 
to the committee, records 
showed.

Campaign committees 
are required to file their 
disclosure reports every 
six months with the BOE.

The last filing for the 
28th Assembly District Re-
publican Committee was 
made in January. It has 
yet to report its July disclo-
sures.

Haggerty attorney 
Dennis Vacco could not be 
reached for comment.

If a committee misses 
a filing five days after the 
due date, a letter is sent re-
questing the committee to 
make the filing.

If there is still no re-
sponse after five weeks, 
the BOE warns committees 

that they will be sued for 
up to $500 if they do not file 
their disclosure report.

BOE spokesman John 
Conklin said Haggerty’s 
campaign committee is 
on the agency’s “judgment 
list,” but the $500 fine has 
yet to be posted to the cam-
paign committee’s account.

Haggerty is on trial 
for larceny in Manhattan 
Supreme Court for alleg-
edly stealing $1.1 million of 

Bloomberg’s money.
Bloomberg made a $1.2 

million contribution to the 
state Independence Party 
and the mayor said the 
funds were supposed to be 
used for a ballot security 
operation.

But prosecutors argue 
Haggerty only spent about 
$30,000 on ballot security 
and used the rest to buy out 
his brother’s share in their 
late father’s Forest Hills 

Gardens home.
Haggerty’s attorneys 

are arguing the donation 
to the Independence Party 
was a gift and Bloomberg 
had no control over how the 
money was to be spent.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

Political operative John Haggerty leaves Manhattan Supreme Court. A campaign committee run 
by Haggerty is three months late in filing its disclosure statement to the state Board of Elections. 

AP Photo/Seth Wenig

NYPD officers bring into court last Thursday alleged members of 
an elaborate identity theft scheme. More than 100 men and wom-
en were charged. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

DA Brown charges 
111 in ID theft bust

BY IVAN PEREIRA

More than 100 sus-
pects were charged Friday 
in what the Queens district 
attorney is calling the larg-
est identity theft takedown 
in U.S. history.

The 111 members 
of five organized, forged 
credit card rings have 
been charged on several 
criminal counts, including 
identity theft and criminal 
possession of a forged in-
strument, following a two-
year massive investigation 
that was conducted by the 
DA’s office and the NYPD.

Although the rings op-
erated out of Queens, they 
cost financial institutions 
$13 million in losses by 
stealing thousands of piec-
es of credit card informa-
tion from victims around 
the globe, according to DA 
Richard Brown.

“Many of the defen-
dants charged today are 
accused of going on nation-
wide shopping sprees, stay-
ing at five-star hotels, rent-
ing luxury automobiles and 
private jets and purchasing 
tens of thousands of dollars 
worth of high-end electron-
ics and expensive handbags 
and jewelry with forged 
credit cards that contained 
the account information of 
unsuspecting consumers,” 
he said in a statement.

Of the 111 who were 
indicted, 88 have been ar-
rested while the remaining 

25 are on the loose, the DA 
said.

“Operation Swiper” 
began in October 2009 
when the authorities began 
surveillance on the groups 
— the Khan Box Enter-
prise, the Ali Enterprise, 
the Anthony Martin Enter-
prise, the Rocky Enterprise 
and the Amar Enterprise, 
according to the DA.

The suspected bosses 
— Ali Khweiss, Anthony 
Martin, Sanjay “Rocky” De-
owsarran and Amar Singh 
— obtained credit card in-
formation from skimmers 
who worked at restaurants, 
stores and online retailers 
in America, China, Russia 
and Lebanon and sent them 
to a “manufacturer” who 
would re-encode the infor-
mation onto blank credit 
cards, Brown said.

The bosses would then 
allegedly give the cards to 
associates who would trav-
el to malls and shopping 
centers across the United 
States, including Miami 
and Puerto Rico, and buy 
lavish goods for either their 
own enjoyment or for fenc-
ing, according to the DA.

In some cases, the 
bosses would allegedly hire 
an impersonator to pose as 
the cardholder and call the 
financial institutions to 
confirm the massive pur-
chases and avoid the real 
cardholder from finding 
out, Brown said.

Haggerty group under fi re
Campaign committee has yet to disclose July fi lings to state BOE

Prosecutors 
argue Haggery 
spent $30K on 
ballot security 
and the rest 
of the $1.1 M 

to buy a stake 
in his father’s 

home.

Continued on Page 52
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HURRY UP AND WAIT
The bureaucratic bumbling that has delayed the 

redevelopment of the property that was once the RKO 
Keith’s Theatre is beyond maddening.

Finally, it looked like the red tape and bureau-
cratic nonsense was over and the $160 million over-
haul of the theater could begin. The building’s owner 
was certain he had acquired the approvals needed to 
begin work. Then out of the blue, the Federal Aviation 
Administration sent a letter raising new concerns.

The letter delivered to the building’s owner, Man-
hattan developer Patrick Thompson, has raised the 
possibility that the developer might have to go back to 
the drawing board and trim the height of the building 
that will surround the theater by more than 40 feet.

The FAA expressed concern that the rebuilt the-
ater, the tallest building this close to LaGuardia Air-
port, “exceeds obstruction standards and/or would 
have an adverse physical or electromagnetic interfer-
ence effect upon navigable airspace or air navigation 
facilities …. Pending resolution of the issues described 
below, the structure is presumed to be a hazard to air 
navigation.”

The FAA claims the building, which will rise 162 
feet above ground level and is approximately 7,000 feet 
from a runaway, could pose a risk to aircraft.

No one wants to see anything built that could en-
danger air traffic, but we cannot understand why it 
took this long for the FAA to raise this concern. If the 
developer concludes that cutting 40 feet off will make 
the building unprofitable, RKO Keith’s will be back to 
square one.

The theater with its landmarked interior was 
once the pride of Flushing, but since it closed 25 years 
ago it has become an eyesore and brought down prop-
erty values in the area.

According to Community Board 7 Chairman 
Eugene Kelty, between 2003 and 2005 the FAA gave a 
green light to the previous owner to build a structure 
that would have been the same height.

Enough nonsense. The building as planned will 
be a shot in the arm for downtown Flushing and will 
preserve this theater for generations. The construc-
tion alone will create hundreds of jobs.

We urge the mayor to make some calls to Wash-
ington and put an end to the delays so this building 
can get off the ground.

A
s 2011 continues, the 
state of our nation’s 
economy looks no 
better than it was a 

year ago at this same time. 
Why has there been no sig-
nificant improvement in 
the economy?

It seems the politicians 
in this country, including 
the president, cannot come 
to any mutually agreeable 
consensus as to how to 

grapple with this worsen-
ing economy. They had bet-
ter realize that the patience 
of the American people has 
just about run out, if it has 
not already.

We need for our gov-
ernment to start seriously 
considering concrete ways 
to restore our national 
economy to a robust status 
and to also help get millions 
of unemployed Americans 

back to work as soon as pos-
sible, which means not next 
week, next month or next 
year — but now.

Again, Congress needs 
to start doing the job it was 
elected to do. Stop the po-
litical gunnysacking and 
windbag foolishness and 
start being serious and do 
what your constituents 
elected you to do. Really 
work for your paychecks, 

which are too high as it is.
Why don’t you take a 

pay cut? You really do not 
deserve all of that money, 
since you have done noth-
ing for the American peo-
ple. You are all just clowns 
in suits, ties and skirts.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Congress needs to fi x economy now
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T
hese Wall Street pro-
testers are a waste 
of time, space and 
money. They repre-

sent exactly what is wrong 
with America: the entitled 
masses who believe they 
are owed something.

There is a new Ameri-
can Dream in this country. 
It is no longer work hard 
and get ahead — it is get as 

much as you can by doing 
as little as possible.

These protesters 
would be better served if 
they used this same energy 
toward doing something 
useful and beneficial to so-
ciety rather than whining. 
Yes, we are the 99 percent 
— the 99 percent who have 
to work hard for a living.

Yes, there is a 1 percent 

elite class in this country — 
it is that way in every coun-
try and has been since the 
beginning of time. These 
people need to accept life 
on life’s terms.

Rule No. 1: Life is not 
fair.

Michael Chimenti
Oakland Gardens

CORRECTION
In the Oct. 6-12 edition, a story on Community Board 11 should have said that the number of yellow taxi medallions 
issued was 1,500.

Wall St. protesters should get to work

R
epublican Bob Turn-
er won the congres-
sional seat in the 
9th District against 

state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck).

This district is 3-1 
Democratic and covers 
parts of Queens and Brook-

lyn. Weprin lost because he 
did not understand the ex-
tent of the pain and dissat-
isfaction with the policies 
of President Barack Obama 
and his administration.

Obama’s policies do 
not work — just ask the 14 
million people out of work. 

The voters have spoken and 
have sent a message to the 
president.

The message is we are 
mad as hell and we are not 
going to take it anymore!

Frederick R. Bedell Jr.
Glen Oaks Village

S
ilicon Valley is get-
ting ready for its 
biggest competitor 
yet. Yes, that is right: 

New York City. In a plan 
that has stirred and awed 
much of the tech world, 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
has committed $100 million 
to establishing a top-tier, 
applied sciences university 
within the five boroughs.

The premise is simple: 
A tech university is the 
best way to draw talent — 
clusters of young develop-
ers and entrepreneurs — to 
the city to foster an indus-
try that will provide the 
next wave of start-ups that 
could spin off revolution-
ary tech companies like 
Google or eBay.

The plan is the most 
far-reaching and innova-
tive the city has seen in 
more than 100 years. Even 
former President Bill Clin-
ton admired the mayor 
for undertaking such a 
pioneering project with 
vast economic benefits. 
Hundreds of start-ups and 
technology companies in 
the next decade could po-

tentially generate tens of 
thousands of jobs here in 
the city and dramatically 
increase local economic 
activity and modernize our 
economy.

Yet as the mayor plays 
chief executive for this 
emerging tech industry, 
he has given short shrift 
to what is essential in cre-
ating an entrepreneurial 
ecosystem: the location. In 
the calculus of engineering 
this next industry, he has 
overlooked Queens.

The city has of-
fered three locations in 
its request for proposals 
— Roosevelt Island, Gov-
ernors Island, and the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard — but 
there are obvious issues 
with all three in their abil-
ity to cultivate a Silicon 
Valley, issues that would 
constrain the growth of a 
university and an indus-
try.

The first two sites are 
naturally isolated and the 
last is in a painfully con-
gested and equally inacces-
sible location in Brooklyn, 
partially resting on the 

East River. Even an addi-
tional billion-dollar bridge, 
a Venice-esque ferry ser-
vice or an additional tram 
will not make these sites 
any more accessible.

Most importantly, 
and worst of all, the three 
locations encompass geo-
graphical areas that are 
prohibitively small — the 
Goldwater Hospital site on 
Roosevelt Island is only 9.9 
acres in size and can barely 
be reached by car.

To reach the full po-
tential of Applied Science 
NYC, the city will need 
to think bigger and more 
holistically. And to build 
an educational and robust 
commercial tech corridor 
capable of competing with 
Silicon Valley, the uni-
versity will need more de-
velopable space and to be 
globally accessible. There 
is a location, though, that 
offers accessibility and 
expandability, and the op-
portunity to build not just 
another Silicon Alley or 
Square, but a Silicon City, 
and it is right here in our 
borough’s backyard: Wil-

lets Point.
Willets Point is 

uniquely suited to be the 
home of this city’s next new 
university. Given the area’s 
established transportation 
node — the Long Island 
Rail Road, the No. 7 train, 
19 buses, four major high-
ways, two bridges and two 
airports — and the 62 de-
velopable acres of land and 
thousands of feet of avail-
able commercial space, 
there is no other location 
in New York City with the 
global and regional acces-
sibility, and comparable 
commercial and residen-
tial growth potential.

Yet Willets Point’s 
best feature is Queens’ dis-
tinguishing characteristic 
— that is, its local diver-
sity. Economic developers 
and Silicon Valley tech en-
thusiasts will tell you it is 
the diversity of the goods 
and people that makes the 
northern California region 
so successful, not just the 
locale.

Today in Silicon Val-
ley, more than half of all 
start-ups — 52 percent — 

are founded by immigrants, 
often Russian, Indian and 
Taiwanese immigrants 
with strong community 
ties and entrepreneurial 
appetites. In order to build 
an East Coast tech epicen-
ter, we will need not only 
the physical but the human 
and cultural infrastruc-
ture. What better place to 
locate this university and 
industry than in the most 
diverse county in the coun-
try, where there are entre-
preneurial, multicultural 
communities eager to do 
business?

As Queens residents, 
we are intimately aware 
of the chronicle of Willets 
Point. It is at once an area 
of modern urban blight 
but also of enormous eco-
nomic potential. We have 
an opportunity before us 
to incorporate a university 
into the plans and acceler-
ate the rebuilding of an 
area that continues to be 
stalled. It is an opportunity 
which, if located in Queens, 
has the promise of trans-
forming not only this city’s 
economy, but as Clinton has 

made clear, the economy of 
the East Coast.

The Coalition for 
Queens has built broad 
community support for 
a university to be incor-
porated into the current 
plans for Willets Point and 
has received the support of 
local Queens elected offi-
cials, including the head of 
the Queens delegation, City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), seven Coun-
cil members and several 
state senators and state As-
sembly members. The new-
est supporter of a potential 
Queens location is Borough 
President Helen Marshall.

Together with our 
community and local lead-
ers, we are making sure 
that this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity does not pass 
our borough by. We are rei-
magining Willets Point as 
the Silicon City of tomor-
row.

Emil Skandul
Member

Coalition for Queens
Flushing

Turner’s election a message to prez

Willets Pt. must become East Coast Silicon Valley
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T
he weeks sure are 
flying by with much 
to do.

Monday was the 
Queens Library Founda-
tion Gala, which was held 
in a new location at Studio 
Square in Long Island City. 
The food was excellent, 
much better than the usual 
organizational dinners, but 
it was a no-frills place, kind 
of barn-like — perhaps 
the decorations will come 
later.

The Library had its 
usual group of supporters 
in attendance. This year’s 
honorees were Michael 

Dana of ONEX Real Estate 
Partners; George Stama-

tiades, vice president of 

Thomas M. Quinn and Sons 
Funeral Home; and CISCO, 
a corporate supporter of ed-
ucation for children. It was 
a pleasant evening enjoyed 
by everyone.

On Tuesday, Michael 

Brennan, the new monsi-
gnor of St. Andrew Avel-
lino’s Church in Flushing, 
performed a blessing of 
the animals ceremony in 
honor of St. Francis of As-
sisi. They had a nice turn-
out, considering it was held 
on a weekday afternoon. 
Many people who would 
have liked to have their 
animals blessed couldn’t, 
as they were working. Per-
haps next year a weekend 
ceremony would be better.

On Wednesday eve-
ning, the Bayside/Whit-
estone Lions Club held its 
meeting, at the Adria Hotel 
in Bayside, to present its 
annual Community Service 
Awards. It was a lovely cer-
emony. The 109th and 111th 

precincts had members 
honored. P.O. Daniel Gar-

cia of the 111th received the 
Military Service Award. 
He is an impressive young 
man and I am sure this is 
the beginning of a success-
ful career with the NYPD.

Some of the other 
guests were Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Richard 

Brown, Miss New York 
USA Bianca Pappas and 
Samantha Vallone, who 
has a beautiful singing 
voice. State Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein stopped by 
earlier in the evening but 
couldn’t stay, as he had to 
go to another event. City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
arrived late, as he was held 
up at a previous event. It 
looks like the new Lions 
Club intends to be active in 
the community. Good luck, 
Lions, and thank you, Paul 

Vallone, for resurrecting 
the old club.

Thursday was the first 

night of the 40th-annual 
Festival of St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church in 
Flushing. It lasts for four 
days and is lots of fun. The 
festival provides wonderful 
Greek food, a good assort-
ment of games, live Greek 
music, singers and danc-
ers dressed in costumes 
indigenous to the areas of 
Greece they came from. 
Their flea market is a won-
derful place to shop, as you 
never know what treasures 
you will discover.

As I walked into the 
festival, the first three 
people I met were the Rev. 
Theofanis Papantonis, 
my new best friend David 

Weprin and the Rev. Paul 

Palesty. I say “best friend” 
with tongue in cheek, as 
during the Turner-Weprin 
campaign David and his 
wife and children refused 
to speak to me. His mother 
Sylvia gave me a big hug — 
she obviously has political 

savvy.
David, on the other 

hand, never invited me to 
cover an event during the 
campaign. When all these 
issues were pointed out 
to David, he gave me a big 
smile and said he couldn’t 
understand why I thought 
he was mad at me. But what 
a difference an election 
makes. As of now, appar-
ently David and I have re-
sumed our previously cor-
dial relationship. I guess 
this means David intends 
to invite me to his next po-
litical event. Stay tuned.

On Sunday, we went 
back to St. Nicholas for 
some Greek entertainment: 
music, singing and various 
Greek dances by the chil-
dren. Everyone, young and 
old, enjoyed the festival.

That afternoon, we 
ran into George Maragos 
in the company of some 
friends and relatives. He is 
presently the Nassau Coun-

ty comptroller and is doing 
an excellent job.

George is campaign-
ing hard for the 2012 U.S. 
Senate seat held by Kirsten 

Gillibrand. He is a fine 
man and would be good as 
your senator. He has been 
visiting many of the upstate 
counties and getting his 
message out and reports he 
has been well-received. We 
will write more about him 
after the first of the year, 
when all the campaigns 
start to get serious.

As far as the Queens 
GOP wars are concerned, 
do not believe all you read 
in the papers. The reason 
most the articles were ex-
actly the same was because 
they were rewrites of a 
press release sent out by 
Robert Hornak, the execu-
tive director of the Ragusa 
Group, so Hornak knows 
which side his bread is but-
tered on. Remember, they’ll 
have their day in court.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Flushing comes out for 40th Greek Festival’s music, food

Hollis’ Russell Simmons left impression on more than music

B
orn Oct. 4, 1957, in 
Hollis, Russell Sim-
mons is known as 
the “godfather of 

hip-hop.” He has made his 
mark on American culture 
as a music promoter, an 
entrepreneur and a social 
activist.

Escaping from a youth 
spent on the streets selling 
drugs, he struggled in his 
early career but went on to 
co-found Def-Jam Record-
ings in 1984 and later the 
Simmons Lathan Media 
Group, a film and television 
production company.

Simmons was married 
to fashion model Kimora 
Lee until 2009 and has two 
daughters. His wedding 

was officiated by his broth-
er, the Rev. Joseph Sim-
mons, also known as “Run” 
from the hip-hop group 
Run-DMC.

Simmons was the sec-
ond of three boys raised 
by Evelyn Simmons in the 
eastern Queens neighbor-
hood. When he was a young 
boy, the formerly middle-
class community was over-
run by illicit drugs and 
street crime.

“Our neighborhood 
was ruined by drugs,” he 
recalls. “My corner in Hol-
lis, on 205th Street, was 
the drug trading capital of 
Queens.”

The future entrepre-
neur was almost consumed 

by those streets, spending 
much of his youth on the 
corner selling marijuana 
and fake cocaine.

Losing many child-
hood friends to violence 
and jail led the young man 
to choose a different course 
in life. His dream began 
to take shape one day in 
1977. After hearing an MC 
spin the vinyl at a party 
in a small club, he decided 
to promote parties featur-
ing the new style of music 
known as hip-hop.

The early years were 
tough, and he often lost 
money on his events and 
found himself penniless. 
He remembers his mother 
Evelyn as a strong guid-
ing force in the early days, 
giving him money, encour-
aging him to continue and 
believing in his future.

One of Simmons’ earli-
est successes was the back-
ing he provided to brother 
Joseph’s group, the now 

famous Run-DMC, which 
helped bring urban hip-hop 
to mainstream America. 
The Queens native went 
on to co-found the Def-
Jam Recordings label with 
Rick Rubin in 1984. From 
managing stars such as 
Will Smith and the Beastie 
Boys, Simmons also signed 
well-known performers Jay 
Z, LL Cool J and Ludacris 
to record their music.

The 54-year-old Hollis 
native has also produced 
blockbuster, big screen 
hits and television series. 
In addition to creating 
“Russell Simmons Pres-
ents Def Poetry” and “Def 
Comedy Jam” on HBO, his 
Simmons Lathan Media 
Group, which he founded 
with business partner Stan 
Lathan, also turned out the 
1996 box office smash “The 
Nutty Professor” starring 
Eddie Murphy.

His ventures have 
since extended far beyond 

the entertainment world. 
After leaving Def-Jam in 
1999, Simmons brought 
his business acumen to 
the world of fashion, creat-
ing the urban brand Phat 
Farm, which paved the way 
for a whole new generation 
of bold fashion labels by 
other designers, such as 
Sean John and Roc-A-Wear.

In recent years, the 
entrepreneur has co-
founded Unirush Financial 
Services, offering reload-
able debit cards to those 
rejected or underserved 
by the consumer banking 
industry. In 2006, Russell 
Simmons became the first 
black American to launch a 
major jewelry brand. Sim-
mons Jewelry Co. now pro-
vides men’s accessories to 
leading retailers, including 
Zales.

In spite of his unimag-
ined success, this son of 
Queens has not forgotten 
his roots. Having built 

his business empire, he 
gives considerable money 
and time offering a hand 
to those less fortunate. In 
1995, He founded the Rush 
Philanthropic Arts Foun-
dation, which provides 
disadvantaged youngsters 
an outlet for expression 
in the arts. Simmons also 
launched the Hip-Hop Sum-
mit Action Network in 2001 
with civil rights activist 
Dr. Benjamin Chavis. The 
group uses music as a ve-
hicle to advocate education 
and political awareness 
among at-risk youth. Sim-
mons has come a long way 
from humble beginnings.

Notable quote: “Any 
kind of lasting success is 
rooted in honesty.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Sunday,  

October 2, 2011

Manhattan 
Battery Park

Bronx 
Bronx Zoo

Registration at 8:30am

Walk Begins at 10:00am

Sunday,  

October 23, 2011

Queens 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park

Staten Island 
The College of Staten Island

Registration at 8:30am

Walk Begins at 10:00am

To register, visit www.jdrf.org/nyc or call 212-689-2860.

In addition to our four New York City sites, there are a number of JDRF  

Walks to Cure Diabetes in the Tri-State Area! Log on to www.jdrf.org  

to be connected to a JDRF chapter in your area.

2011 Walk to Cure Diabetes
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Archives of the Home

www.archivesofthehome.com

Come and experience 

our pretty, peaceful shop 

full of enticing vignettes 

and ideas to help you 

decorate your home. 

We look forward to the 

opportunity of helping 

you find that special piece 

for your home or 

providing a cherished gift 

for someone you love.

Archives of the Home
becomes home to a full 
complement of services

 for all your Interior Design needs.
 

George’s upholstery
-Custom Upholstery

 
Linda B. Interiors
-Interior design

 
Ultimate Painting

-Interior and Exterior Painting,
-Complete Renovations

Glen Oaks Ambulance saves one of its own
BY JOE ANUTA

 
Ted Rabinowitz has 

performed CPR and saved 
lives as part of the Glen 
Oaks Volunteer Ambu-
lance Corps for more than 
three decades. But he never 
imagined his quick-think-
ing colleagues would end 
up saving his own after a 
heart attack earlier this 
year.

“You don’t read about 
this too often,” Rabinowitz 
said at a ceremony to honor 
his saviours at the corps 
headquarters, at 257-02 
Union Tnpk. Sunday.

Rabinowitz’s survival, 
let alone his casual pres-
ence at the event, was a 
testament of how vital the 
corps can be. Less than 10 
percent of people who go 
into cardiac arrest outside 
of a hospital survive, ac-
cording to Brenda Morris-
sey.

“Far fewer people sur-
vive to go home,” she added. 

“But as has always been the 
case for Ted, he dared to be 
different.”

On the morning of 
June 18, Rabinowitz report-
ed for Saturday duty along 
with Frank Racaniello.

It was a routine the two 
had done for decades. After 
they arrived at the head-
quarters around 7 a.m., 
they would walked across 
the street to buy lottery 
tickets, coffee and bagels.

The two had formed a 
relationship like partners 
in cop movies. Each knew 
the other’s family. Racan-
iello was even in Rabinow-
itz’s wedding.

But Rabinowitz said 
he was not feeling well that 
morning and went home 
despite Racaniello’s sugges-
tion he go to a doctor.

“He was his stubborn 
self,” Racaniello said.

Rabinowitz’s wife Judy 
should have been at the 
gym, but she was running 
late that morning and still 

at home.
“The whole thing was 

a coincidence,” she said.
She has also served on 

the corps for decades and 
when she discovered her 
husband going into cardiac 
arrest on the floor of their 
Glen Oaks home, her train-
ing immediately kicked in.

“When it’s your hus-

band, you can’t explain 
it but you know what you 
have to do,” she said. “I 
couldn’t get hysterical.”

Rabinowitz’s heart had 
stopped. His wife called the 
corps and then 911, but it 
was her colleagues who ar-
rived first on the scene.

Back at headquarters, 
Racaniello only needed to 

hear two words from anoth-
er volunteer before he ran 
out of an EMT class he was 
instructing and bounded 
down the stairs: “It’s Ted.”

For nearly four min-
utes, Rabinowitz had no 
heartbeat. His wife per-
formed CPR on her hus-
band, forcing oxygen 
into his lungs and blood 
through his veins until the 
corps arrived and worked 
on Rabinowitz, eventually 
regaining a pulse.

The whole incident is a 
blur for Rabinowitz’s wife, 
but Racaniello recalled 
each detail of that day.

After arriving at the 
scene, he ordered Chodo, 
the Rabinowitzs’ dog, out 
of the way and ran into the 
house where he had attend-
ed countless barbecues and 
dinners.

“I just walked right 
into the house,” he said. “I 
knew it like the back of my 
hand.”

But Racaniello said 

beers and hamburgers with 
his longtime friend were 
not on his mind. Years of 
training and instinct guid-
ed him through the day.

Rabinowitz was taken 
to the critical care unit at 
North Shore-LIJ, where 
he received two stints and 
underwent weeks of treat-
ment.

A handful of the rough-
ly 100 volunteers who make 
up the corps were on hand 
for the ceremony, as well 
as EMTs and a paramedic 
from North Shore-LIJ, an 
FDNY EMS lieutenant and 
firefighters from Engine 
251, who also assisted in 
Rabinowitz’s rescue.

Because of them, the 
dedicated volunteer was 
there in the flesh, begrudg-
ingly posing for pictures. 
He handed his wife a bou-
quet of flowers with the 
message: “Judy, thanks 
for being late for the gym” 
and vowed to return to the 
corps.

Ted Rabinowitz (l.) presents his wife Judy with a bouquet of 
flowers during a ceremony to honor all emergency responders 
who came to his aid after Rabinowitz had a heart attack. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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$100 OFF
Eyeglasses

plus FREE 2nd Pair
Includes EYE EXAM

$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with 
clear plastic, single vision lenses +/- 4 sph., 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, 
sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends: 4/30/10.

Buy now pay later, 
0% interest free financing.

See store for details.

We Are GVS Providers.
Most Union and Vision Plans Accepted.

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses

plus FREE 2nd Pair
Includes EYE EXAM

Bay Terrace Shopping Center
211-51 26th Ave. - Bayside 

Business Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10am-7pm; Thurs. 10am-8pm; Fri. 10am-6pm; Sat. 10am-6pm; Sun. 11am-6pm
DOCTORS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS

BTBTBT

Clearsoft® brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any other 
offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Offer ends: 4/30/10
Clearsoft® brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any other offers, 
sales, vision plans or packages. Offer ends:11-15-1111-15-11

11-15-11

11-15-11
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Member FDIC

www.ridgewoodbank.com

To make an appointment 
or meet Eileen at one of 

our Ridgewood branches, 
call 347-527-3465.

No one knows mor tgages better than Eileen Cloherty, your friendly, 
neighborhood Mor tgage Consultant. She has a special, limited-time 
mor tgage that, once approved, could get you moving on a new home 
or refinancing your existing one. Hurry because this offer may 
be withdrawn at any time.

   
    

   (NMLS ID# 646652)

  “I have a super low 
rate up to $2.0 million!”

: Glendale – 65-01 Myrtle Avenue  – 74-25 Grand Avenue
    Bayside – 208-22 Cross Island Parkway 25-29 Parsons Boulevard

 Dyker Heights – 7020 13th Avenue 

 Garden City Park – 2435 Jericho Turnpike

Qns. College shines light 
on domestic violence

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
At the start of her re-

lationship with her part-
ner, Hope was emotionally 
abused and did not consid-
er herself a victim until the 
abuse became physical.

Hope, who was given 
that first name through the 
Queens College program 
Women & Work because 
she is a domestic violence 
victim, said the physical 
abuse she suffered started 
the day her partner was re-
leased from prison when he 
whipped her while he had a 
smile on his face.

“At first, I thought he 
was joking because he was 
smiling,” she told a Queens 
College crowd last Thurs-
day as the school held its 
“Shine the Light on Domes-
tic Violence” event Friday. 
“But it wouldn’t stop.”

Hope, who gave birth 
to a daughter six months 
premature because of the 
abuse, said her partner 
would choke her and slam 
her and she was once on 
crutches because he gave 
her a sprained ankle.

When she caught her 
partner cheating on her 
with another woman, Hope 
was raped in front of her 
children, who she told to 
go to another room so they 
would not have to witness 
the abuse.

“I walked on pins and 
needles every day,” she 
said. “In the beginning, I 
stayed because I loved him. 
In the end, I stayed because 
I feared him.”

Hope said one day the 
abuse was so severe while 
she was pregnant that she 

stopped feeling her daugh-
ter kicking for two days.

“I begged God to get 
him out of my life and he 
did,” Hope said, referring 
to her partner being locked 
up in prison a second time, 
where he remains.

Hope said she has re-
ceived abusive calls and let-
ters from her partner, but 
Women & Work — a free, 
15-week Queens College 
program that helps bat-
tered women repair their 
lives — has enabled her to 
heal.

“I lost my job, my self-
respect and my voice,” Hope 
said of the consequences 
of the abuse. “But little by 
little, I got better.”

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
referenced the trial and 
acquittal of Howard Beach 
resident Barbara Shee-
han while speaking at the 
Queens College event.

Sheehan, who admit-
ted to killing her retired 
police sergeant husband, 
Raymond Sheehan, suc-
cessfully argued that she 
suffered years of abuse by 
her husband and that he 
threatened to kill her be-
fore she pumped 16 bullets 
into him.

“Her trial really be-
gan 17 years ago,” Stavisky 
said, a reference to the start 
of Barbara Sheehan’s mar-
riage.

Carmela Marrone (l.), founder and executive director of Queens 
College’s Women and Work Program, presents an award to 
Assistant District Attorney Joyce Smith for her work in seeking 
justice for domestic violence victims. Photo by Howard Koplowitz

COOKIES, CAKES, PETIT
FORS, PASTRIES,

CUSTOM CAKES...
ALL BAKED ON SITE

47-36 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY 11361

718-423-4400
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Happy Halloween
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Purchase These Vouchers

Exclusively AT:
www.BoroDeal.com

REGULAR PRICE

The Fine Print

$75.00
$150

$75 FOR A TWO-HOUR CAKE 
DECORATING CLASS

Limit per person: 2 (+1 as a gift)
Promotion Expires on March 30, 2012
Limit one per person per visit
Class reservation required and subject to availability
Merchant cancellation/ rescheduling policy of 24 hours applies
Expires on March 30, 2012

A $150 Value from
NY Cake Academy

Today’s deal doesn’t just take the cake—
it makes the cake look amazing! $75 buys a 
two-hour cake decorating class from NY 
Cake Academy—a $150 value!

During your two-hour hands-on cake deco-
rating class, you’ll learn the proper way to ice 
a buttercream cake, cover it in fondant, and 
top it off with a lovely sunflower design. Sup-
plies and equipment are included. After more 
than 25 years in the baking industry, NY Cake 
Academy remains committed to teaching the 
fundamentals of classic cake decorating and 
keeping up-to-date with the latest techniques 
and trends from top chefs around the world. 

With today’s deal from NY Cake Academy, 
you can have your gorgeously decorated cake 
and eat it too!

NY Cake Academy
56 West 22nd Street
New York NY, 10010

Mayor Bloomberg is at it again. 

Earlier this year, he tried to cut child care, but the City Council listened to us—
saving it. 

But our work isn’t done. Without major changes, Bloomberg’s disastrous 
“EarlyLearn” plan will devastate New York’s day care and Head Start system: 
giving us fewer options, taking jobs out of already-devastated neighborhoods 
and leading to major cuts in pay and benefi ts for women workers.

We can make this right, just like we did before—but we must act now. 
Visit www.bit.ly/noearlylearn and tell elected offi cials to stand with New York’s 
working women and families.

MAYOR BLOOMBERG HAS 
CHILD CARE ON THE 

CHOPPING BLOCK AGAIN—
AND WE HAVE TO STOP HIM.
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in December 2009, but has 
not left the House of Repre-
sentatives Budget Commit-
tee.

“A tiny .25 percent tax 
on stock trades, and .02 
percent on futures, options 
and credit default swaps 
will raise $100 billion per 
year in revenue and help 
stop some of the more out-
rageous speculative prac-
tices,” he said.

Yale said a financial 
speculation tax would make 
speculation less profitable 
and less profitable, thus 
encouraging Wall Street to 
make investments that cre-
ate jobs.

He has planned a rally 
at the Bayside Long Island 
Rail Road station the morn-
ing of Oct. 13, where he 
and what he expects to be a 
modest showing will reach 
out and inform their neigh-

bors of the bill and encour-
age them to contact their 
elected officials and urge 
them to vote for the bill.

“We’re not expecting 
a large number of people. 
This is Bayside, not Man-
hattan,” explained Yale, 
who said he marched across 
the Brooklyn Bridge and 
from Foley Square to Zuc-
cotti Park with the Occupy 
Wall Street protestors.

In April, Yale and Mo-
veOn.org held a protest 
outside Bayside’s Citibank 
branch on the corner of 
Bell Boulevard and 39th 
Avenue to call attention to 
what they deemed to be un-
fair corporate tax practices 

that allow millionaires and 
corporations to avoid pay-
ing their fair share of taxes 
by taking advantage of tax 
loopholes.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

Group

what it looks like. It looks 
like it’s popping out of the 
triangle,” he said.

The club meets Sun-
days at Washington Square 
Park, and some of its mem-
bers compete in contests, 
such as the upcoming Mas-
sachusetts State Yo-Yo Con-
test or the World Yo-Yo Con-
test, known colloquially as 
simply “Worlds.”

In competitions, par-
ticipants are judged in five 
different categories, which 
start out with your basic 
tricks and range all the 
way to freehand, where the 
string is not actually at-
tached to the finger, but is 
manipulated by throwing 

around a counterweight.
Some of the 20-plus yo-

yos O’Neill owns cost up-
wards of $100 and are made 
of aircraft aluminum. He 
said people come up to him 
all the time when he is 
throwing.

“People say, ‘I haven’t 
seen that trick in years,’ or, 
‘I haven’t seen a yo-yo like 
that before,’” he said.

O’Neill said there are 
plenty of good plastic yo-
yos out there that can be 
used to perform one of his 
favorite tricks.

“It’s called the Double 
or Nothing. You go around 
both of the fingers to try 
and land the yo-yo on the 
outer-most string,” he said. 
“If you hit the double you’re 
good; but if you don’t, what 
are you left with? Noth-
ing!”

Continued from Page 2

Yo-yo

Joe Aslaender, of Richmond Hill, holds a sign he created for the 
protest in front of Citibank on Bell Boulevard in April.

Now’s the time to ask your loved one’s doctor 
about Strong Foundations. Call 1-855-VNSNY-NOW 

or visit www.vnsny.org/strong-foundations
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Allergy, pain and 
heart medications 
have side effects  
that increase the risk 
of dangerous falls.

Your dad takes  
all three.

Strong FoundationsTM from VNSNY was developed to 

help reduce the risk of falling in older adults. This is 

important because falls are the leading cause of fatal 

injuries in adults over 65. Signs a loved one may be at 

risk include holding onto furniture for balance and 

stumbling or leaning to one side when walking. With 

nurses and rehabilitation therapists trained in reducing 

falls risk, Strong Foundations from the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now.

Now what?

MAIN STREET

Are you
looking
to buy,
sell or
rent a 

house or 
apartment?

CHECK OUT OUR 
CLASSIFIED 
SECTION!
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OF DOUGLASTON
Douglaston Plaza - 242-02 61st Avenue

718-631-3030
Above Macy’s - PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 

JOIN US 
OCT. 15, 2011
11:00AM to 4:00PM

For
 

&     !
Bring Family 
& Friends...

$25
Cleaning

*FREE 
X-RAYS 
& EXAM

WWW.PREFERREDENTAL.COM

ENTITLES YOU TO A CHANCE TO WIN A RAFFLE WORTH UP TO $2,500 
towards any dentistry for you or your family

* FOR NEW PATIENTS ONLY

Open 365 days a year, Monday - Friday: 5PM to Midnight
Weekends & Holidays: Noon to Midnight

At 11:15 pm,  
she needs  
to be treated  
like a princess,  
not just a patient.

Care when you need us.TM

www.pmpediatrics.com

VOTED BEST PEDIATRIC PRACTICE*

NOW OPEN IN BAYSIDE! 

210-31 26th Avenue
(Bay Terrace Shopping Center) 

Bayside, NY 11360
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 

718-747-KIDS (5437)

BSTIMES JUN 2011  *2011 Award for Long Island locations according to Long Island Press Readers Poll

before, and I already had a 
project finished and ready, 
so I just gave it a shot.”

Hua created a model 
for her invention, which 
calculates a vehicle’s speed 
as it passes over a sensor, 
and uses a lever to raise 
the speed bump, which 
then lowers beneath the 
roadway surface. She said 
she was inspired by a fatal 
crash caused by drag rac-
ers two years earlier.

The Hunter College 
High School student was 
one of 10 selected on the 
basis of her video to partici-
pate in the competition.

After being chosen to 
participate in the contest , 
she worked with a 3M men-
tor over the summer on a 
flood-protection system 
she devised after seeing 
the devastation flooding 
wreaked on homes on the 
news.

The system is a water-
proof sheet, attached to a 

house with a 3M adhesive, 
with a ring on the top of it 
that floats as the water level 
starts to rise. As the water 
gets higher, it lifts the ring, 
which pulls the sheet along 
with it.

She presented her sys-
tem during a three-day stay 
in St. Paul last week, where 

she worked with a partner 
in two other challenges.

“I also met the other 
nine  finalists, which was 
an amazing experience, 
because they are all ex-
tremely smart, wonderful 
people who have the same 
interest as I do. We also got 
to see some of 3M’s labs, 
which was really great,” 
she wrote.

When not marveling 
over the minds of Einstein 
and Darwin, Hua likes to 
spend her free time fencing, 
and she said she would like 
to go on solving theoretical 
questions.

“I plan to put that 
$1,000 prize money into col-
lege, and maybe use some 
to work on more inventions 
— enter some more con-
tests. But the DE3MYSC is 
one of a kind, and I’ll never 
have the same experience 
anywhere else,” she wrote. 
“I’ll certainly keep going 
forward on the science side, 
and I’m thinking of a career 
in engineering, though I 
don’t know what kind.”

Continued from Page 1

Inventor

Cheyenne Hua took second 
place in the Discovery Education 
3M Young Scientist Challenge. 

Photo courtesy Cheyenne Hua
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We 

Are The

Commercial

Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

ROOFING Duration / Oakridge Pro
30 year Architectural

Timberline
30 Year

Architecturalwith SureNail Technology

4295

2495
3695
1995

SUPER SAVER!

Entire House 1150 Sq. Ft.
Complete Rip With
Removal Of Debris

Tar Paper & Shingle
Layover 1150 Sq. Ft. Installed

s

BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

MADE UP TO 32” X18”
Y INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

194 

NO
TAX!

$
$159

$179$179
No Min. Req.

NOW

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING

ADD $200 FOR
CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1799

1599
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•16 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

TOP
UALITY!

Custom Sizes
 Available!

329
NOW

STORM DOORS

Custom Hinges

Tempered Glass
Screen

Custom Hardware

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS

AWNINGS & CARPORTSAWNINGS & CARPORTS
Door Hoods

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

$349
$489

COUPON

$
$ 17991999

BOW W WINDO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

CUSTOM
FULL

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

Q

COUPON

Reg $389.00

36” x 80”

Sale Prices Valid October 1st to October 31st
SAVE THIS AD

•

599

GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

•Foil Backed Insulation Board
Premium .044 Gauge and
Thicker Center Locking Panels.

•Various Lengths/ All Makes
•100's Colors and Styles

SIDINGI
Fully Installed Including:

®

CertainTeed

 On America's HomesFirst On America's HomesFirst CERTAINTEED

CONTRACTOR

TM

Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!
BASED ON $3.00 PER SQ FT

CUSTOM MADE

Get up
to $500
Energy

Tax Credit

OFF ALL
SIDING20%

SIGN BY OCTOBER 31st

$849 $899 $949 $1499

189$
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Molding

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
MOLDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

GET $500 FEDERAL TAX CREDIT

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

1499
$1999

Attic Insulation

$

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

NOW $$ 499699

STEEL SECURITY DOOR

No TAX!10 Colors Optional

FULLY INSTALLED

•HEAVY DUTY Z FRAME
•REAL STEEL CONSTRUCTION
•DEAD BOLT AND DOOR KNOB
•GLASS AND SCREEN

COUPON

All Showrooms Open 7 Days! G E
Capital Solutions

FREE In Home
Estimates

TL
www.uwds.com

NO
SALES
TAX! *Metal removal add $25 

HUNTINGTON
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772
BRONX

N. WHITE PLAINS
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD

UNIFIEDWINDOW 
SYSTEMS, INC.
Westchester LLC

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING
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UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

Many borders
to choose from

Owens Corning or Eldorado Cultured Wall Stone

MASONRY STONEWORK AND PAVERS

All Showrooms Open 7 Days! Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. As of 11/01/05 $25 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-22934-H-10 • Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

(888) 631-2131•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
BRONX

N. WHITE PLAINS
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD

www.uwds.com

Blue Stone, Limestone 
& Granite Stoops

Nicolock or Cambridge Paving Stones

Nicolock or Cambridge Paving Stones

FREE
In Home

Estimates

Bullnose Paving Stones
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©VNSNY CHOICE 2011

NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

Even if you need help with daily activities like 

bathing and preparing meals . . . even if you need 

the level of care provided in a nursing home . . . 

VNSNY CHOICE has a health plan to keep you safe 

and independent in your own home. We know 

how much that means to you; after all, we’re 

part of the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

   CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE:
  “THIS IS WHERE YOU BELONG”
 1-855-AT-CHOICE (1-855-282-4642)
 TDD/TTY: 1-888-844-5530 
9 am to 5 pm, Monday – Friday 
Or visit www.vnsnychoice.org

For New Yorkers with Medicare and Medicaid

THIS IS WHERE YOU BELONG:In the home you love.In the neighborhood you know.In the health plans created to keep you there.
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We’ve Gone Green!
Energy Star© Qualified Lighting 10% OFF

ANY PURCHASE
Up To$150 OFF

 
 

 yellow tagged 

selected items

UP 
TO 50% OFF

Cutler’s Lighting was born in the 
early 1960’s. Since its incep-
tion, Cutler’s has developed an 
extensive reputation for not only 
a legendary palette of lighting 
fixtures but even more impor-
tantly a senior staff of true light-
ing professionals. Cutler’s prides 
itself on providing the customer 
the perfect fixture manufactured 
to the highest standards and yet 
quite affordable. Cutler’s two 
locations are in Great Neck and 
Lynbrook and display every 
imaginable light for any imag-
inable end-use. Sconces, table 
lamps, chandeliers, bathroom 
fixtures, ceiling fixtures and floor 
lamps abound. If you are in need 
of sprucing up and older lamp, 
Cutler’s carries a wide array of 
beautiful lamp shades. If that 

older lamp needs rewiring or 
refinishing, you will have come 
to the right place. Polishing of 
chandeliers is a Cutler specialty.
From the moment you walk in 
the door you will be greeted with 
the utmost professionalism and 
respect for your needs. We are 
a family business and treat you 
as part of that family. Ceiling 
fans and outdoor fixtures are 
particularly popular at this time 
of year. Landscape lighting can 
change the look of your home 
and nothing enriches a home 
more than a glistening new set 
of outdoor lanterns.Please stop 
by either showroom and you will 
see why we have a stellar reputa-
tion and an astounding display 
of everything lighting.Lights for 
your life...

Lights for your life...
ADVERTORIAL

Rides & Midway Games
Crafts 

Food & Refreshments

PAY ONE 
PRICE 

BRACELETS
Wed. & Thurs.

$20.00

Oct 12th to Oct 16th

(Wed. thru Sun.)
Wed. & Thurs. 6pm till closing
Sat. & Sun. 2 pm till closing

IS HERE AGAIN

ADMISSION  FREE!

©2009QPC TFCS-175756

Fun 
for the 
whole 
family

DIVINE WISDOM CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
45-14 245th St., Douglaston

(Located on school playground)

DIVINE WISDOM 
ACADEMY BAZAAR
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Photos by
Christina Santucci

The New York Hall of Science held a Hispanic 
Heritage celebration, featuring folk dances and 
crafts exploring Mayan culture. (Clockwise from 
top l.) Youngsters (l.-r.) Donovan Hernandez and 
Oscar and Elio Reyes string popsicle sticks togeth-
er to imitate bridges built by the Mayans; Brielle 
Zink, 6, has her face painted; Paula Sanchez 
from the Ballet Folklorico Mexicano de Nueva 
York strikes a pose; members of Father Bellini 
Folklorico Group, based at Our Lady of Sorrows 
in Corona, take the stage for a performance; Luis 
Condo makes masks with his sons Luis Junior (l.), 
4, and Ronald, 7; and Elmhurst resident Ulysses 
Caballero, 6, tries to saw through a piece of sty-
rofoam with twine.
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Choose your favorites from our wide variety of German classics including 
wursts, meats, cheese, salads, dumplings & sauces.

Stammtisch caters to all your needs. Their shelves are stocked with fresh breads, 
pretzel rolls, spaetzle, dairy and canned goods, chocolates and personal items.

COME VISIT OUR NEW RETAIL LOCATION & TAKE HOME HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine 
for over 40 years

The New Butcher On The Block

Join us 
all month long 
as we celebrate 

the spirit of 
Octoberfest

69-40 Myrtle Ave. Glendale (next door to Zum Stammtisch Restaurant)

Full Line 
of Butcher Meats, 

Sausage and 
Salads.
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$2000
 OFF

WITH PURCHASE OF $200 or more
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Coupon expires 12/30/11

$5000
 OFF

WITH PURCHASE OF $500 or more
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Coupon expires 12/30/11

$10000
 OFF

WITH PURCHASE OF $1000 or more
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Coupon expires 12/30/11

BUY DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

Nobody Beats Our Prices!!
 Draperies
 Vertical Blinds
 Honeycomb Shades
 Custom Window 

 Shades
 Mini Blinds
 Roman Shades
 Balloon Shades
 Swags & Jabots
 Shutters
 Upholstery
 Radiator Covers
 Table Pads

Factory Showroom 268th St. & Hillside Ave., Floral Park 1/4 mi. W. of Lakeville Rd. 1-800-522-0120 www.gomersdecorators.com

GOMER’SWindow Treatments
SINCE 1962

Authorized Dealer

Shop At 
Home Service

Measuring &
Installation
with purchase of 

$100, with this ad

FREE

FREE

 TTTTT T TTTTTTTT Tababababbababababababababbabababbabbbbbbbaabbbbbbblelleleleeeeleeeeeeleleeeeleleeeeeleeeleeleee PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP adadaddddddddddadaaddddddddddssssssssssss

UP TO 70%
 OFF

LIST PRICE
Free Interior Design Consultation

SCAN HERE

Honor students connect at LIC college’s 40th birthday
Commuting scholars at LaGuardia form lasting bonds, beep sings praises of four-decade institution

BY REBECCA HENELY

When the students in 
the honors program at La-
Guardia Community Col-
lege celebrated their insti-
tution’s 40th birthday last 
week, the soiree was far 
more than just a party.

While the event fea-
tured music and cake, it 
also doubled as a network-
ing event, served as the 
launch of the LaGuardia 
Honors Network website 
and featured a special 
guest in Borough President 
Helen Marshall, who de-
clared Oct. 5 “LaGuardia 
Community College Day” 
in Queens for the occasion.

The college also re-
ceived proclamations from 
the offices of state Assem-
blywoman Cathy Nolan (D-
Ridgewood) and City Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside).

“For 40 years, LaGuar-
dia has opened its doors to 
the people of New York City 
and provided them with 
a pathway to a promising 
future,” Marshall said in a 
statement.

LaGuardia, at 31-10 
Thomson Ave. in Long Is-
land City, was founded in 
1968 and opened its doors 
in 1971. It now offers more 
than 50 degree and certifi-
cate programs and serves 
40,000 students a year 
through its adult and con-
tinuing education classes.

“We’re celebrating 40 
years of being creative and 
innovative and pushing 
boundaries,” said Eneida 
Rivas, associate director of 
college and community re-
lations at LaGuardia.

LaGuardia’s honors 
students, specifically those 
on the Honors Student Ad-
visory Committee, orga-

nized the event.
Rafael Tejada, 27, a 

member of the commit-
tee, said preparing for the 

event has been exciting, 
as was the opportunity to 
create a network of honors 
students.

“This is a way for us 
to share resources and in-
formation that we have,” 
Tejada said.

The need to build con-
nections among the student 
body of a commuter college 
did not only include the 
face-to-face meetings at the 
party. The committee also 
debuted laguardiahonors.
com. The website, which 
the students began working 
on in July, contains infor-
mation about the program, 
about how to transfer to 
other schools and scholar-
ship opportunities. It also 
has statements about the 
honors program from La-
Guardia alumni.

“It was our baby all 
summer long,” Tejada said.

Harmonie Kobanghe, 
22, another student on the 
committee, said she be-
lieved students were sat-
isfied with the event, and 

said the website would help 
guide students through 
moving on in their educa-
tion.

“I think that we all 
learn from one another,” 
Kobanghe said.

Lara Moon, member 
of LaGuardia’s marketing 
department, said the party 
was indicative of the events 
the advisory committee 
puts on all the time.

“They all pull together, 
all work together and they 
just push it,” Moon said.

Karlyn Koh, the fac-
ulty honors program direc-
tor, said she hopes the drive 
of the honors students will 
spread to the entire student 
population and said the 
young advisory committee 
has already been a success.

“It’s one year old, but 
they’ve already been shak-
ing things up,” Koh said.

Borough President Helen Marshall (second from r.) blows out the 
candles on a 40th anniversary cake for LaGuardia Community 
College. She was joined by Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer’s Chief 
of Staff Alexis Confer (l.-r.), student Rafael Tejada, Claudia Chan 
of Assemblywoman Cathy Nolan’s office and student Harmonie 
Kobanghe. Photo courtesy LaGuardia
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  www.stationrealty.com  •  42-32 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  •  718-279-4800

DOROTHY MATINALE - BROKER/OWNER
SERVING THE  COMMUNITY FOR OVER 15 YEARS

“THE ONLY STOP FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS”

718-279-4800
Reservations 

S RD

STATION REALTY
of DOUGLASTON

 Station Realty proudly supports the Douglaston Village Chamber of Commerce

3BR, 2BTH House w/ Attached Garage. Includes 
Stove, Refrigerator, Washer & Dryer. Year-Round 

Rental. 1 Month Security Deposit Required. 
School District 26 … $2,500

2BR, 2BTH. Top Corner Unit w/ Terrace, Parking 
& Pool……$249,000

SCAN HERE 
FOR DETAILED 
INFORMATION

BAYSIDE CO-OP DOUGLASTON HOUSE RENTAL

1 BR Lower Co-Op. Smoking Allowed. Convenient Location – Close 
To All. School District #26. … $140,000

2 BR Lower, Beautiful Renovated Kit/Bath. W/I Closet in Master. W/D 
& Storage Unit. Parking…..$247,000

DOUGLASTON CO-OPS

Gym, Laundry & 1 Block to LIRR 
 2BR Beautiful Parkview … $286,000

Large Renovated 1BR w/Terrace And New Kitchen ... $308,000
2BR w/Updated Kitchen ... $245,000 
2BR Overlooking Park ... $267,000

REDUCED 2BR Overlooking Park … $268,000 
 2BR Beautifully Renovated w/ Terrace … $339,000

4BR, 1 Full BTH, 2 Half BTH Triplex. EIK w/ Sliding Door to Patio. 
Garage. Near Express/Local Bus and Shopping. School District 

26 … $619,000

One Block To LIRR. DOG FRIENDLY!!
1 BR Upper with Balcony and 

Washer/Dryer in Unit…. $189,000 (Unit #31B)
2BR Lower in Excellent Condition  $274,000 (Unit #5A)

DOUGLASTON COLONIAL LITTLE NECK CO-OP
40-01 LITTLE NECK PKY

Charming 4 BR, 1.5 BTH Colonial with Original Tin Ceilings and Pumpkin 
Pine Floors. Enclosed Porch and 2 Car Detached Garage. 7,800 Square 

Foot Lot. 2 Blocks to LIRR …$789,000

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

A Special Thank You
to Fairway Market for their 

Support with our 3rd Annual 
Douglaston Arts Festival.
We look forward to their 

opening in November.

OPEN HOUSE 

SUN. 12:00Pm-2:00Pm

DOUGLASTON CO-OP 
245-46 62 AVE

OPEN HOUSE 

SUN. 2:30Pm-4:30Pm

OPEN HOUSE 

SUN. 1:00Pm-3:00Pm

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.

DOUGLASTON CONDO
63-37 DOUGLASTON PKY
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BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
State Sen. Shirley 

Huntley (D-Jamaica) an-
nounced a new plan last 
week she hopes will solve 
the health crisis that has 
been gripping southeast 
Queens for years, but 
health advocates want to 
make sure the proposal has 
enough meat on its bones to 
make a change.

Huntley said she will 
be working with Dr. Robert 
Evans, the founder of Com-
munity Wellness Centers of 
America, a Jamaica-based 
nonprofit that develops pro-
grams for underprivileged 
communities, to create the 
Prescription for Change 
program.

The initiative that is 
in the early stages aims to 
bring an integrated care 
network that would take 
care of the health needs of 

the community and possi-
bly create new jobs, accord-
ing to the senator.

“Our primary objec-
tive is to bring about co-
ordinated, cost-effective 
changes in the health care 
delivery system, which 
supports all local hospitals, 
and addresses the health 
disparities and lack of re-
sources by responding to 
the community’s medical 
needs,” she said in a state-
ment.

A “community steer-
ing committee” will be cre-
ated as part of the plan and 
create an accountable care 
organization that would 
share medical data and co-
ordinate care among small-
er health service providers 
in the area. The committee 
will discuss ways to im-
prove access to care, state 
health initiatives and se-
curing appropriate grants, 

according to Huntley.
The senator also said 

the group would push for 
additional resources from 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp.’s bioscience ini-
tiatives program and create 
new health care-based jobs 
in the area.

After Mary Im-
maculate Hospital closed 
two years ago, southeast 
Queens has had to struggle 
with the lack of a large, 
stable, primary care facil-
ity. Other medical centers 
like Jamaica Hospital and 
Queens Hospital Center 
have had a surge in emer-
gency room patients.

Kevin Forestal, a mem-
ber of the grassroots health 
group Southeast Queens 
United in Support of Health 
Services, applauded Hunt-
ley’s initiative but said it 
needed to be more substan-
tial.

SQUISH wants more info on 
Huntley’s health-rescue plan 

VINCENT SMITH SCHOOL 
SUCCESS BEGINS at Long Island’s Premier School That Addresses the  

Needs of Reluctant Learners and Students with Learning  
Disabilities such as ADD, ADHD, Asperger Syndrome, Expressive and  

Receptive Language Issues in Grades 4-12 

                           

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2011 – NOON – 3:00 PM 

                                      

 
    Registered by the New York State Board of Regents 
    Accredited by the New York State Association of Independent Schools 
    The Vincent Smith School is a non-profit corporation and  
    is open to all without regard to race, creed, color, or national origin.                

“It’s Okay to Learn Differently”

Differentiated  Instruction 
Small Supportive Classes 
Structured Environment 

Self-advocacy through unique 
S.A.M. Program 

College/ Career Counseling 
Social Skills Training 

322 Port Washington Blvd., Port Washington, NY 11050 
Call (516) 365-4900 Or Visit Our Website at  www.vincentsmithschool.org  

Buckley believes that selection of exceptional 
teachers and investment in faculty professional 
development create a dynamic learning community, 
laying the foundation for every student to lead a 
life of achievement and leadership.

Buckley attracts teachers who are

 Recruited nationally and internationally with   
 advanced degrees in their fields, recognized   
 success in education, and a commitment to   
 being role models for young people

 Dedicated to life-long learning and continued   
 professional growth

 Noted as presenters at national conferences,   
 including the National Middle Schools Association

 Committed to the school’s mission to enable   
 children to “excel as educated, ethical, and 
 self-confident individuals,” with an average   
  of 10 years as educators on the Buckley faculty

Buckley Country Day School

Admissions Open House 
Sunday

October 23, 2011 
2:00 PM

 
516.627.1910 ext. 2701

www.buckleycountryday.com
IU Willets Road, Roslyn, NY

Columbia University Teachers College
Affiliate School

Please join us

Toddler through Eighth Grade
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SAVE BIG
ON PRESCRIPTIONS!

To get your card, go to BigAppleRx.com or call 311.

Discount Card. This is not insurance. 

15% average on brand name drugs.
53% average on generic drugs.

Everyone is eligible for the FREE BigAppleRx card. 
Save an average 47% on prescriptions.

Cut out card above or take this entire ad to your 

pharmacy and start saving!

TEXT NYP41 to 
487267 (HTrans) 
to get the card now!

Message and data rates may apply, 

terms at www.htrans.net/bigapplerx  

Text STOP to 487267 to opt out.

Cut out card above or take this entire ad to your 

t ing!

CNG-Bundle 4.8125x5.375.indd   1 10/10/2011   10:04:30 AM

631.656.2110            305 N. Service Road  Dix Hills, New York 11746        www.ftc.edu
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www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Open House 
  Saturday, October 15 at 1 pm
• Learn about our Degree 

   & Internship Programs 

 • Meet with Admissions & Financial 
     Aid Representatives

    • Presentations & Demonstrations 
       in our Professional Studios

     • Scholarships Available  
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SUCCESS

YOUR 
FUTURE

▲

THE CENTER FOR THE 
WOMEN OF NEW YORK

★ ★

★

★
★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★ ★

If you have a 
business that can provide 
benefits to our attendees, 

we invite you to 
participate by purchasing 

a booth for this event.

NO 
REGISTRATION 

FEE
REMEMBER TO 

BRING YOUR 
RESUME

SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39TH AVE., FLUSHING, NY

REGISTRATION 9:00 AM

PRESENTS
THE WORLD OF WORKING WOMEN

WHERE ARE THE JOBS AND HOW DO WE GET THEM?
CONFERENCE AND JOB FAIR
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2011

9:00AM TO 4:00PM

T: 718.793.0672
W: cwny.org
E: centerwny@yahoo.com ▲YOUR WAY
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Douglaston native takes a leap
into independent fi lmmaking with

‘Director’s Cut’
BY RICH BOCKMANN

A few months after Queens na-
tive Elana Mugdan graduated one 
year early from the University of 
Maine with an interdisciplinary 
studies degree in film, she found her-
self with a dilemma common to many 
independent filmmakers: a burning 
desire to tell a story, with limited fi-
nancial resources to do so.

As she saw it, her fourth year’s 
tuition had already been set aside, so 
she approached her father with what 
she saw as a fair proposition.

“Give me that money and I’ll 
give you a feature film,” she said to 
her new executive producer.

He may not have agreed had he 
thought his daughter could not pull 
it off, but Mugdan had been making 
movies since she was a teenager, in-
cluding a sci-fi/fantasy trilogy she 
shot in and around her Douglaston 
neighborhood.

But those movies featured latex 
puppets and friends as actors and 
Mugdan was aspiring to be a profes-
sional, even if she did not fully un-
derstand how the business 
works.

The leafy northeast Queens en-
clave Mugdan lives in often serves as 
the backdrop for major productions 
such as “Boardwalk Empire” and 
“The Sopranos,” as well as a num-
ber of feature films. The Community 
Church of Douglaston often rents it-
self out as a staging point for these 
productions, and in the summer of 
2009 it was home to the Nicole Kid-
man film “Rabbit Hole.”

“They contacted me and asked 
if I wanted to open the doors at what-
ever ungodly hour,” she recalled, but 
admitted the prospect was infi-
nitely better than the 
low-level internship 
she had at the time.

Mugdan worked as 
a sound intern, mostly 
shuffling slates between 
the sound and cinematog-
raphy departments, but 
she loved it — that is, un-
til one day she made what 
she called an “artistic sug-
gestion” that got her in a bit 

ecalledd,, bubutt
ass infi-

FROM THE

Continued on Page 34
CUTTING ROOM
CUTTING ROOM

Elana Mugdan has been 
making movies since she 
was a teenager, includ-
ing one set in her home-
town of Douglaston. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Stills from the film and the production of Douglaston native Elana Mugdan’s debut feature film, “Director’s Cut.” Photos courtesy of Elana Mugdan
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There comes a time 
when your local theater col-
umnist is at a loss for words. 
For those of you who know 
me, this may be hard to be-
lieve but it’s true. Granted, 
I’ve had the gift of gab long 
before I kissed the Blarney 
Stone at that Irish castle in 
Cork, but I’ve been writing 
this column for more than 
four years, trying not to 
repeat myself, and when I 
now look at the blank com-
puter screen, it just stares 
right back.

Once in a while I give 
into the temptation to 

throw in a political com-
ment or two, revealing my 
liberal leanings, but things 
are in such a mess right 
now that it’s hard to sum-
mon up much enthusiasm. 
An analogy that will lead 
us to the theater scene has 
to do with getting out the 
vote. An amazing number 
of people don’t vote, even 
in presidential elections, 
and that can make all the 
difference in who wins and 
who loses.

Similarly, a lot of peo-
ple never go to the theater, 
although they live here in 
New York where there is so 
much to choose from. Man-
hattan, of course, is where 
most of the action is, but for 
Broadway, on and off, you 
need a high credit card lim-
it to afford the price. Even 
with available discounts 
online or at the TKTS lo-

cations, you’ll spend close 
to $200 for a pair of seats. 
That’s why two of every 
three tickets to Broadway 
shows are purchased by 
tourists, who save up for 
their trip to the big city, 
and most of those are for 
musicals.

And there’s no guar-
antee that you’ll see some-
thing good, even if the hype 
claims that what you’re 
about to see is one of the 
best shows ever, starring 
one of your favorite celebri-
ties.

I do, however, urge 
you to take in “Follies,” lyr-
ics and music by Stephen 

Sondheim, now in revival 
at the Marquis Theatre. 
I’ve seen a couple of prior 
productions of this 40-year-
old musical, but this one is 
the best so far — find out 
how great theater can be.

What about those of us 
in Queens, known to Man-
hattanites as the bridge-
and-tunnel people? There 
are many stages in the 
borough filled with many 
talented actors, and tickets 
to be had for not much more 
than the going rate for a 
movie. By the way, if you’re 
an adult, how many movies 
are really worth seeing? 
The fall season is when 
most of the local groups are 
in action. Check out the cal-
endar listings, or go online 
to www.SpotlightonStage.

com, www.DebsLiWeb.
homestead.com, and www.
L o c a l T h e a t r e N Y. c o m , 
three sites that will tell you 
what’s playing.

Local venues are easy 
to get to, with free parking 
and a subway or bus stop 
nearby. The spaces are in-
timate so you’ll be close to 
the stage where you can see 
and hear everything. And 
that everything will be a 
play or a musical you’ll rec-
ognize, bringing a history 
of contented audiences.

As I’ve urged you be-

fore, get away from the TV 
set, take a short trip to a lo-
cal theater and take advan-
tage of a couple of hours of 
quality live entertainment. 
When the time comes, make 
sure you get out to vote, and 
with the new theater sea-
son just getting started, do 
yourself a favor and show 
up.

If you have any local 
theater news or anecdotes, 
and you’d like some cover-
age in Ron Hellman’s “The 
Play’s The Thing”, send it 
on to him. We don’t want 
to leave you out, especially 
if you have a good story to 
tell. Contact Ron Hellman at 
RBH24@Columbia.edu.

Answers in Sports

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Akin to politics, theater needs your participation
A lot of people never go to the 

theater, although they live here in 
New York where there is so much to 

choose from.

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger
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Chix 6 —  The pre-Broadway 
tryout of an exciting original 
musical by indie rock sensation 
and Queens native Lourds Lane 
that tells the story of a comic 
book artist whose superheroine 
characters leap off the page to 
teach her how to love herself. 
Featuring a dynamic cast and 
a dazzling original score, the 
touching story, multimedia 
wizardry and electrifying music 
will captivate the eye, ear and 
heart in this world premiere 
event.
When: Through Oct. 30
Cost: $42-$49 
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Crossing Delancey —  Best 
known as a fi lm starring Amy 
Irving and Peter Riegert, the 
1985 stage play Crossing 
Delancey by Susan Sandler is a 
comedy about modern romance 
and traditional values. Izzie, 
who is Jewish and grew up on 
the Lower East Side when it was 
still the epicenter of Jewish 
immigrant life in New York, now 
lives on Manhattan’s Upper 
West Side, and is attracted 
to a visiting author, Tyler. 
This charming story will keep 
you intrigued as Izzie makes 
choices in men and in her life.
When: Oct. 14, 15, 21, 22, 29, 8 
pm; Oct. 23, 29, 2 pm
Cost: $15 adults, $13 students 
and seniors
Where: Douglaston Community 
Theatre at Zion Episcopal 
Church, 44th Avenue off 
Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Contact: (718) 482-3332

Spirits Alive! —  Spirits Alive 
2011 boasts a cast of over 
20 volunteer actors dressed 
in period costumes who 
will portray some of Maple 
Grove’s most illustrious and 
historical fi gures from the past 
encompassing all walks of life.
When: Oct. 15, 3-6 pm; Oct. 16, 11 
am-2 pm
Cost: $5 (free Friends of Maple 
Grove Cemetery Members and 
children under 12) 
Where: Maple Grove Cemetery 
Old Entrance, 83-15 Kew 
Gardens Road, Kew Gardens 
Contact:   (718) 523-1876  

Lyndsey Karr w/ Sarah 
Holcman and Guests - the 
One —  Lyndsey Karr’s the One 
conjures a multi-media, multi-
sensorial, experiential and 
performative environment in 

which the audience inhabits 
interchangeably the roles 
of witness and collaborative 
participant in the content 
of the work. The audience 
views and participates in 
historical and contemporary 
images, ideologies, paradoxes 
and personal experiences 
of a female in love, while 
simultaneously becoming and 
entering the work as 
the signifi cant other, 
the lover, the “beloved.” 
When: Oct. 19-22, 8 pm
Where: The Chocolate Factory, 
549 49th Ave., Long Island City 
Contact: Brian Rogers brian@
chocolatefactorytheater.org  

Bound —  Integrating Skype 
into her creative process after 
her temporary relocation 
to Ramallah, choreographer 
Samar Haddad King found 
new ways to connect with her 
dancers in New York. It began 
as a necessity but developed 
into an inspiration for the piece. 
King says. Experiencing the 
current situation in the Middle 
East while continuing my work 
with dance in New York through 
Skype, I began noticing that 
there are barriers everywhere. 
Hopefully audiences will 
identify with the work and fi nd 
new ways to navigate through 
their own boundaries and 
feelings of occupation.
When: Oct. 21-22, 7:30 pm 
Cost: $15 advance ($20 at the 
door, $10 students) 
Where: LaGuardia Comunity 
College, 31-10 Thomson Ave., 
Long Island City 
Contact:  zoe@ysdt.org   

‘S Wonderful - The New 
Gershwin Musical —  Five 
mini-musicals take audiences 
on an all-singing, all-dancing 
ride to the places and times 
that made the Gershwins the 
most successful songwriting 
team in musical history.  
Featuring more than 40 classic 
hits including “I Got Rhythm,” 
“Someone To Watch Over Me,” 
and “They Can’t Take That 
Away From Me,” ‘S Wonderful 
will have you tapping your toe 
to the fascinating rhythms of 
George  Ira Gershwin. Through 
Nov. 13.
When: Nov. 3-13
Cost: $39-$44
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Little Shop of Horrors —  The 
musical about a fl orist and a 

hungry plant.
When: Nov. 4, 5, 11 and 12 at 
7:30 pm; Nov. 10 at 10:15 am and 
7:30 pm; Nov. 9 matinee for $1 
at 1:15 pm
Cost: $10, $5 for seniors, $3 
QCC faculty and students.
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave. Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Website: visitqpac.org

Twelfth Night —  Shakespeare’s 
romantic comedy.
Times: Nov. 5 and 12 at 
7:30 pm, Nov. 6 and 13 

at 2:30 pm
Cost: $12 suggested donation 
($10 group of six or more) 
When: Nov. 5  
Where: St. Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills 
Website: http://www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

Annie Get Your Gun —  The 
show features a talented cast 
of two dozen performers 
singing such well-known Irving 
Berlin songs as “No Business 
Like Show Business,” “Doin’ 
What Comes Naturally,” “Sun In 
The Morning” and “They Say It’s 
Wonderful.”
When: Nov. 5, 12 and 19, 8 pm; 
Nov. 6, 13 and 20, 3 pm
Cost: $20 adults ($18 seniors 
62 and older, children 12 and 
under) 
Where: Theatre by the Bay, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside 
Contact:   (718) 428-6363 

The Lynching of Emmett Till 
—  Explores the death of the 
innocent young boy and the 
impact it had on the civil rights 
movement.
When: Nov. 30, 3 pm and 7 pm  
Cost: $20 ($10 students and 
seniors) 
Where: York Performing Arts 
Center, 94-45 Guy R. Brewer 
Blvd., Jamaica 
Contact:   (718) 262-2559  

  MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Where: Sterling Glen of Great 
Neck, 96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great 
Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman - robin@lovecoach.
com (516) 732-0911

STAGE 

43-13 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361

718-357-6860Vietnamese Restaurant

guide toD N NG

Castel’ Mare RistoranteCastel’ Mare Ristorante
F i n e  N o r t h e r n  &  S o u t h e r n  I t a l i a n  C u i s i n e

Hours: Tues. thru Thurs. 4pm-10pm, Fri & Sat. 4pm-11pm, Sun. 1pm-10pm

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Mediterranean 
GrillM 160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

718.281.4210 or 4211

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

718-225-4700
www.auntbellasrestaurant.com

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

The Original Cascarino’s

14-60 College Point Blvd. College Point, NY

718-445-9755
www.OriginalCascarinos.com

718-229-8686

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

96-40 Queens Blvd, Rego Park
1-800-BENS BEST  718-897-1700

www.bensbest.com

FRESH & Exotic Fare
featuring sushi and so 

much more

254-04 Northern Blvd. 
Little Neck

718-225-3311

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

45-52 Bell Blvd • Bayside
718-428-9727 (WRAP)

Full menu at www.mmmthatsawrap.com
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of trouble.
One of the film’s stars, Aar-

on Eckhardt, was running down 
a rickety staircase, but the stairs 
were making so much noise the 
microphone was having trouble 
picking up his dialogue. Mugdan 
suggested they redirect the boom 
to better hear him.

“Let the record show I was 
right,” she said with a laugh.

Mugdan said she received a 
severe tongue-lashing that shook 
her faith in herself, but one that 
ultimately compelled her to focus 
her energy on a script for “Direc-
tor’s Cut.”

The film’s protagonist, Cass-
ie Thompson, like Mugdan, is 
struggling through young adult-
hood when she decides to make 
a campy, B-rated sci-fi movie and 
finds she has the constitution to 
see her project through, even in 
the face of adversity.

Mugdan started out with an 
initial projected budget of $10,000 
— a number that would ultimate-

ly double by the end of production 
— and a list of professionals will-
ing to work for the standard indie 
rate: food and transportation.

“I was inexperienced so I just 
started doing things”, she said. 

“Once I told people I was doing it, 
it all kind of took off.”

Mugdan and her crew shot 
the film mostly during a three-
week period in May 2010. She 
said post-production did not take 
too long because each night she 
would edit the day’s shoots in or-
der to clear up space.

It was becoming clear, 
though, that the shoot was going 
to run over budget.

“I had already invested so 
much time and money. I was in 

too deep without even realizing 
it,” she said.

So it came time to find some 
investors. Mugdan started a cam-
paign on the fund-raising site 
kickstarter.com and was able to 
raise more than $2,500. With her 
new executive producer — her 
dad — on board, she completed 
her movie and even started sub-
mitting it to film festivals.

Last month, she previewed 
“Director’s Cut” at the Commu-
nity Church of Douglaston, and 
now she has her own production 
company and is trying to break 
into the next level. She is even of-
fering practical advice to young 
filmmakers.

“This is not going to happen 
unless you get your act together 
and shape up,” she tells them. “I, 
Elana Mugdan, am telling people 
to be more realistic? It’s irony at 
its best!”

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Continued from Page 31

“Director’s Cut” was released in 2010. Photo courtesy Elana Mugdan

Give me that money 
and I’ll give you a 

feature fi lm.
Elana Mugdan
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N Come in for a Taste

The best fall flavors are at 
Teaspoon Bake Shop

delicious desserts made from scratch with the finest ingredients

718-224-4616

   

We have 3 Packages to Choose from Starting at $2700pp

Castel’ Mare Ristorante
F i n e  N o r t h e r n  &  S o u t h e r n  I t a l i a n  C u i s i n e
Castel’ Mare Ristorante

Let Us Cater Your Next Affair

Two Private Party Rooms Available
Seating up to 60pp
For All Occasions

21-64 Utopia Pkwy., Whitestone
718-352-6738

 Communions Confirmations Birthday Parties 
Graduations Bridal Showers  Rehearsal Dinners and more

Full Restaurant Also Available for Private Parties,  
Anytime Morning, afternoon or night.

Offering multiple Party Discounts
Inquire Today
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By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Across
  1. Senior
  6. Avenge an insult, perhaps 
10. Use Evite 
14. Bete ___ 
15. Candidate’s concern 
16. Extra-wide shoe 
17. Paul Revere’s musical 
        instruction? 
19. Alaska, once (Abbr.) 
20. Save from disaster 
21. “I’d like to buy __...” 
        (Wheel of Fortune line) 
22. Religious figure 
23. George Bailey’s Clarence 
25. Rice wine 
27. AAA service 
30. Boston Tea Party mo. 
31. Moriarty, to Holmes 
34. Timeline Segment 
35. Type of bag 
37. Early Peruvian 
38. Young Skywalker’s nickname 
39. Indiana Jones, often 
41. Kill Bill star Thurman 
42. Bates ___ (Psycho setting) 
44. Comet alternative 
45. ‘It __’ (‘Who’s there?’ reply) 
46. Less decorated 
48. Cub Scout, say 
50. “My Mama Done ___’ Me” 
51. An Untouchable 
52. Push up muscle 
54. “Back in Black” hard rockers 
56. British Miler Sebastian 
58. Rip into 
62. Fair and honorable 
63. A sailor’s drink? 
65. What to be suited to 
66. C, O, or Co 
67. Boxers’ safety org.? 
68. Audition for a part 
69. Intro to VW 
70. Easter, 1916 poet 

Down
  1. ___’acte

  2. The West Wing’s Rob
  3. God: Sp. 
  4. Susan Lucci’s Emmy role 
  5. IRS check 
  6. Sneak a peek 
  7. Certain train 
  8. Chrysler building archi 
       tect William van ___ 
  9. Tickle pink 
10. Shot again, as photos 
11. Finding a dinner roll ? 
12. Conjugated word 
13. Pop in Paris 
18. Sires, biblically 
24. Prius, e.g. 
26. Nice friend 
27. Lions and Panthers 
28. “Believe It ___” 
29. Instructions for a 
      beach goer? 
31. Kathmandu native 
32. “You are not!” retort 
33. Type of mail 
36. Agra word 
39. Caribou cousins 

40. Betting-window option 
43. Utilized Lego blocks 
47. Artist known for spatial 
       illusions 
49. Record player? 
52. Embattled 
53. Blue Ray option 
54. A bit cracked? 
55. Baby-faced
57. Art supplies 
59. Co-host with Philbin 
60. Bank abbr. 
61. Café menu choices 
64. Flightless Aussie 

A citizen of America
will cross the ocean
to fight for democ-
racy, but won’t cross
the street to vote in a
national election.

• • • Bill Vaughan

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
BUMPS  IN  THE  NIGHT

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
By Bill Deasy

TimesLedger Newspapers
Oct. 13-19, 2011

Cee to Shining See
W

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Home video games 
are an integral part of our 
high-tech culture. Take a 
PlayStation 3 or Xbox 360 
away from a kid or teen and 
they won’t make it through 
the day. The same holds 
true for many adults who 
get hooked on escaping re-
ality.

The evolution and his-
tory of these modern-day 
gizmos was celebrated Oct. 
1 at Museum of the Moving 
Image in Astoria. “Begin-
nings of Video Games” fea-
tured a live video chat with 
the inventor of the home 
video game, Ralph Baer, 
whose unique Brown Box 
prototype (built 1968-69) 
was demonstrated. William 

A. Higginbotham’s 1958 an-
alog computer game, Ten-
nis for Two, was also a hit 
with visitors.

“For those who think 
their creativity is the key 
to success, consider this: 
Inventing is easy — if that’s 
the way your brain is wired 
— doing the necessary 
product development work 
successfully is achievable 

if you have paid your dues 
and spent years becoming 
proficient in some area 
(like consumer electronics 
development), and if you’ve 
been putting in the time 
and effort required to keep 
learning,” Baer has said. 
“How do you convert a good 
idea into a real product that 
will actually … show up on 
store shelves? Then comes 
the big one: How to market 
your product. That’s the re-
ally hard part.

“All of these elements 
need to be in place for suc-
cess in the marketplace.”

Baer pioneered micro-
processor-controlled, VCR-
based interactive video 
game methods, inventing 
various systems for nest-
ing data in video signal 
for real-time interaction 
between player, VCR-deliv-
ered pictorials, and micro-
processor-generated action 
characters on-screen.

Here’s a look back at 
how the technology Baer 
created developed over the 
years:

Summer 1966: Ralph 
Baer, a German-American 
engineer, came up with the 
concept of using a television 
for playing games, writing 
a four-page paper describ-
ing his plans for simple 
video games and drawing 
a block-diagram for a two-
player game.

May 1967: Baer played 
first two-player video game 
— and lost.

1967-68: Developed 
first-generation home video 
games.

Jan. 1968: First patent 

application filed for video 
game; demonstrated com-
plete switch-programmable 
video game unit, capable of 
playing Ping-Pong, volley-
ball, football, gun games — 
using colored, transparent 
overlays as backgrounds.

1972: Magnavox pre-
sented first Odyssey video 
game to Magnavox dealers 
in several U.S. locations. 
Home video games are 
launched nationwide. Mag-
navox sold nearly 100,000 
Odyssey video games in the 
United States. First Pong 
game shows up.

1974-87: Developed 
advanced video game tech-
nology for licensing to in-
dustry.

1975-76: Worked on 

interactive video games 
for Cable TV with Warner 
Communications.

1975-82: Invented, 
developed single-chip, mi-
cro-processor-controlled 
handheld games: SIMON, 
MANIAC and others. SI-
MON is still selling, after 
more than 30 years, since 
its introduction in 1978.

1978 and on: Devel-
oped many novel interac-
tive hardware and software 
concepts for video games 
(Instant Replay; drawing of 
interactive screen-charac-
ters; Interactive CD-ROM 
game, training and simula-
tion technology).

2004-2006: Produced 
an entire line of functional 
replicas of experimental 
video game models, built 
in the 1960s, and donated to 
MOMI, one of the first muse-
ums in the nation to collect 
and exhibit video games. 
The Museum’s core exhibi-
tion, “Behind the Screen,” 
includes a section devoted 
to arcade- and home-game 
history. Museum educators 
conduct demonstrations of 
the Brown Box twice daily.

2005: Donated all orig-
inal video game units to the 
Smithsonian Institution, 
along with 500-plus pages 
of related data.

Baer’s inventions 
spanned 40-plus years and 
most resulted in products 
that were put into produc-
tion. Electronic consumer 
products, like talking 
greeting cards (Hallmark) 
are his idea, as well.

This photo of Ralph Baer was 
taken at the Museum of the 
Moving Image in April 2006. 
The screen above him shows a 
tennis simulation game he de-
veloped, to be played on a tele-
vision. Photo by Brian Palmer

Father of video games holds telecourt at MOMI

(We Serve Brown Rice)
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!

33-41 Francis Lewis Blvd. Bayside, NY 

718.539.9531

JAPANESE RESAURANT
--------SINCE 1993-------

OPEN 7DAYS A WEEK
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Everyone’s Favorite Sushi 
Combination and more... FREE 

DELIVERY
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CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, Garlic & Oil

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

CHICKEN

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 

 

 

OR 212-239-6200
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Sunday Brunch
11am–3pm 

includes entrée, w/caffe or tea 

choice of mimosa, bellini, or bloody mary

$1995

Try our new

Lunch Menu 
Monday–Friday 
11:30am–3pm

Dinner Nightly 
Come in & be transported to Italy 

and enjoy any one of our Signature 
Dishes & Innovative Specials which 
compliments our Tuscan atmosphere

Call for Reservations

CATERING - PRIVATE PARTY ROOM
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*   These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction or direct de-
posit is selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as 
determined by creditworthiness. For model years 2012-2010, your payments will consist 
of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95%APR. For model 
year 2009, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.73 on each $1,000 
borrowed at 2.45%APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop 
paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change 
without notice. Other rates available for refinance transactions. Membership required..

Get pre-approved today!  
Call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO  
or visit nymcu.org

  Flexible terms to suit  
your budget.

  Negotiate like a  
cash buyer. 

A pre-approved
MCU Auto Loan 
puts you in  
the driver’s seat.

APR*1.95%
APR*2.45%

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS FIXED RATES AS LOW AS
New Car Loans Used Car Loans

Columbus Day Auto Loan Sale 
October 7th to October 16th

BY JOE ANUTA
 
In a neighborhood now 

known for its Greek popu-
lation, Saturday’s Colum-
bus Day Parade in Astoria 
served as a reminder of the 
area’s Italian roots.

“There were once more 
Italian-American social 
clubs here than anywhere 
else in the city,” said Jerry 
Iannece, chairman of Com-
munity Board 11 and son of 
Italian immigrants.

Iannece’s father came 
from Italy in the 1950s and 
settled in Astoria as part of 
a wave of immigrants from 
the European nation.

And with those immi-
grants came numerous con-
tributions to the neighbor-
hood, according to many 
participants in the parade.

“Italian Americans 
gave a lot to music, arts and 
theater all over the world,” 
said Vinicio Donato, who 
was honored as the parade’s 
grand marshall and rode 
atop a classic Italian car.

“My father said, ‘Don’t 
forget your heritage,’” said 
Donato, who is the chair-
man of Community Board 1 
in Astoria.

Donato had not forgot-
ten it, and neither had the 
other parade participants.

Michael Meoni dressed 
in the height of Florentine 
fashion, as he has for the 
last eight years, walked 
along the route portray-
ing Christopher Columbus 

himself. The only anachro-
nisms in his blue flowing 
costume were sunglasses 
and black sneakers.

Giovanni Auriemma 
has driven his cherry red 
Fiat 500, a quintessentially 
Italian car, in the parade 
for the last five years.

Auriemma, whose tiny 
automobile also carried his 
flag-waving children, is 
from Naples, but has lived 
in Astoria for 15 years.

“Columbus Day is for 
Italians,” he said. “It’s my 
holiday.”

Franca Picerno was 
driving a car topped with 
models of the ships that are 
thought to have brought the 
first European settlers to 
North America: the Nina, 
Pinta and Santa Maria.

“Christopher Colum-
bus discovered America,” 
she said.

Several lawmakers 
came out to show their sup-
port as well.

“This is an annual tra-

dition in Astoria that pays 
tribute to the great Italian 
heritage that is such an im-
portant part of this part of 
Queens,” said state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
as he marched beside other 
elected officials at the front 
of the parade.

The population of Ital-
ian Americans has largely 
shifted out of Astoria, ac-
cording to Iannece.

Large pockets still 
exist in neighborhoods 
like Howard Beach and in 
northeast Queens, he said. 
And once a year, many of 
those residents return to 
the place in Queens where 
the older generations first 
settled.

But the first Italian 
to set foot on the shores of 
America was Columbus, 
a Genoese explorer who 
sailed under the Spanish 
monarchy in the late 1400s, 
although many of his fellow 
countrymen followed in the 
centuries after.

Italians come together 
to honor Columbus

Members of the Societa Gioventu Quagliettana show their Italian 
pride in Astoria’s Columbus Day Parade. Photo by Joe Anuta



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, O
CT. 13-19, 2011 

NE

39

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“As a teenager I saw, first hand, the compassion and love my 
mom received at Calvary. The nurses never abandoned her, nor 
any of my family. Never. From the very first day they relieved me 
of my responsibility as “caregiver” and allowed me to be her 
daughter once more. I knew then that this is what I was meant to 
be…a Calvary nurse. Each day I can relate to the family members 
and eliminate their fears, provide them with comfort, and most 
of all, peace of mind. I know what they’re going through. I 
lived it. Sure, I could have been a nurse somewhere else, but 
my place is here: to walk alongside the dying patients and their 
families. I thank God that my life-long dream has come true.”

- Carol Anzalone, RN

“I will never forget what Calvary Hospital did for my mom when she was dying.
That’s why I’m a Calvary nurse today.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Offering the F inest Specialty F ood Line
Natural and Organic Meats

Award-winning Cheeses
Imported and Gourmet Products

Prepared Foods
Kosher Meats

Rotisserie Chicken
Local Honey

Full line of Applegate Products

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

F eaturing Fish, Rotisserie Chicken, Pasta Dishes, Desserts and more!

159-15 Horace Harding Expressway, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
(Westbound L.I.E. exit 25) near Queens Health Emporium

718-358-1800

We accept all major credit cards.

Organic 
Thanksgiving 

Turkeys & Pies

Teva Kosher 
Meats

Bring in this 
newspaper ad

for 10% off
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Memorials to

Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100

Shutdown SE Queens jail: DeBlasio
BY IVAN PEREIRA

 
The city public advo-

cate is calling on the fed-
eral government to shut 
down the controversial im-
migration detention center 
in Springfield Gardens and 
rethink its partnership 
with the private organiza-
tion that runs it.

Bill de Blasio and a 
host of other New York 
elected officials gathered in 
Manhattan last Thursday 
to protest the GEO Group, 
which runs the Queens De-
tention Facility, at 182-22 
150th Ave., that is used for 
suspects who are arrested 
for immigration issues and 
awaiting trial.

The for-profit organi-
zation that runs 7,000 out of 
32,000 immigration deten-
tion beds in the country has 
come under fire over the 
last couple of years for al-
leged abuses and mistreat-
ment of their detainees.

In 2004, 175 detainees 
at the Queens Detention 
Facility went on a hunger 
strike to protest their de-
portations and the use of 

solitary confinement, and 
five years later two of the 
center’s prison guards were 
convicted of covering up 
the beating of an inmate, 
according to de Blasio.

“This isn’t how our 
country should treat im-
migrants — regardless 
of their status. We need a 
serious investigation into 
the charges leveled against 
this industry,” he said in a 

statement.
The U.S. Department of 

Justice has had a contract 
with GEO for years, and the 
public advocate charged it 
of not having strong over-
sight. Representatives for 
the DOJ and GEO did not 
return phone calls for com-
ment before press time 
Tuesday afternoon.

The DOJ and GEO did 
not respond to requests for 

comment.
De Blasio urged the 

federal government to end 
all GEO contracts imme-
diately and conduct a thor-
ough investigation into the 
allegations at its detention 
centers. He also called for 
an establishment of an 
“abuse-free zone” at the 
jails.

“Government should 
not be in business with any 
company that seeks to prof-
it off of the mistreatment of 
human beings,” he said.

City Councilman 
Danny Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who chairs the 
Council Immigration Com-
mittee, agreed.

“In most instances 
when government priva-
tizes services that govern-
ment should be doing, it 
invites corruption,” he said 
in a statement. “The feder-
al government should im-
mediately act to stop GEO 
from operating [the] Immi-
gration Services Center in 
Jamaica that has already 
had a detrimental effect on 
our community.”

Jose Quizhpilem (c.), of the nonprofit Make the Road NY, joins city 
Public Advocate Bill de Blasio and other elected officials at a news 
conference protesting the federal detention center in Jamaica. 

Photo courtesy Bill de Blasio’s office

Fresh Mdws. center to celebrate one year
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

 
When Jack Blumner 

and his brother, Steven 
Blumner, opened the Execu-
tive Office Center in Fresh 
Meadows one year ago, all 
they had was a dream.

Now the center, which 
provides temporary office 
space for up-start compa-
nies and professionals such 
as attorneys, contractors 
and realtors, has 75 ten-
ants, including 16 perma-
nent ones.

“I had no tenants a 
year ago,” Jack Blumner 
said Monday at the center, 
at 61-43 186th St., where 
photos of the borough’s 
past, including shots of 
the U.N. General Assembly 
declaring Israel a state in 
1947 at Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, decorate the 
walls. “I’ve gone from zero 
to 75 tenants in a year. It’s 
exciting to see a vision be-
coming a reality.”

The building where 
the center now stands 
was constructed in 1990 
and was the home of First 
Choice Real Estate, the bor-
ough’s top residential real 
estate company, until it 
was sold to the conglomer-
ate NRT Inc., which closed 
in August 2009 and sold the 
property to the Blumner 
brothers.

The brothers reno-
vated the building before 
opening it as the Executive 
Office Center Oct. 7, 2010.

“The concept of the 
building is it’s an executive 
suite center,” Jack Blumner 
said. “It’s sort of like a busi-
ness hotel. In a tough mar-
ket, we thought it would be 
a good idea to convert this 
building into this type of 
office space.”

Jack Blumner said the 
space is used by up-start 
companies or other profes-
sionals in the early years of 
their careers who need to 

keep a professional appear-
ance.

The center uses a 
tiered pricing model and 
gives you access to office 
services, such as a mailbox, 
personalized reception 
service, telephone service 

and a conference room, de-
pending on which tier you 
choose.

“I think [the center is] 
perfectly suited to Queens 
because of the thousands 
of small businesses in 
Queens,” Blumner said.

In addition to 16 per-
manent tenants, the center 
has 60 “virtual” tenants 
that have the opportunity 
to use the office on an a la 
carte basis.

“This becomes a 
branch office for them, but 
not a permanent branch of-
fice,” Blumner explained.

He said the center is 
ideal for attorneys and re-
altors who need to meet 
clients.

“When they need to 
meet clients or use a con-
ference room, they usually 
give us a holler,” Blumner 
said. “This is the kind of 
model that will allow them 
to meet clients in a profes-
sional environment.”

Jack Blumner opened the 
Executive Office Center in 
Fresh Meadows one year ago. 

Photo by Howard Koplowitz
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Full Service Hospital Providing Exceptional
Care to Companion Animals

Ronald Rosen, D.V.M.
Michael Ferber, D.V.M.
Rob Foley, D.V.M.
Megan Kelleher, D.V.M.
Senior Citizen & Multi-Pet Discount

718-423-9600
www.nsah.biz

Treating Your Pet Like Family For Over 3 Generations

We 
now offer 

physical therapy 
& underwater 

treadmill

NORTH 
SHORE 
ANIMAL 
HOSPITAL

(Evening & Weekend Appointments Available)

We’ve Moved!
42-02 215th St.

Bayside, NY 11361
Affiliated With 

“The South Bellmore Veterinary Group”
2506 Merrick Rd. Bellmore......516-783-9100

Paying too much 
for heating oil?
If you answered yes, then you owe it to 
yourself to make a simple phone call today.

877.737.6990
petro.com

Ask how we can help you achieve 

ENERGY SAVINGS OF AT LEAST  
10% — GUARANTEED!*

Commit to saving energy 
and the environment. 

OIL   |   AC   |   PROPANE   |   NATURAL GAS   |   PLUMBING   |   HOME SECURITY

*For boilers only. Savings based on installation of Beckett AquaSmart boiler control. May not be available in all areas. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Subject to change without notice. Additional terms and conditions may apply. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2011 Petro. P_11415

� Athletic Trauma
� General Orthopaedics
� Arthroscopy and Minimally

Invasive Procedures

� Joint Replacement and Reconstruction
� Sports Medicine
� Trauma and Fracture care
� Spine

� Pediatrics
� Hand and Wrist
� Foot and Ankle
� Musculoskeletal Oncology

Nicholas A. Sgaglione, MD
Thomas M. Mauri, MD

Jeff S. Silber, MD

Lewis B. Lane, MD
Peter W. Lementowski, MD

Steven E. Rokito, MD

Stanley E. Asnis, MD
Jared F. Brandoff, MD
Ariel T. Goldman, MD

Hope lives here.SM

To schedule an appointment, please call (516) 723-BONE (2663).
University Orthopaedic Associates
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group

611 Northern Boulevard, Suite 200, Great Neck, NY 11021
universityorthoassociates.com

university orthopaedic associates
the premier provider of orthopaedic

care in the region
Our expert team of sub-specialty trained orthopaedic surgeons use the most advanced technologies and techniques to
provide individualized care. Performing thousands of procedures at North Shore University Hospital and Long Island
Jewish Medical Center annually, from minimally invasive to total joint reconstruction, our specialists work as part of a
multidisciplinary team to restore the maximum level of function, mobility and quality of life.
University Orthopaedic Associates offers a full complement of orthopaedic services, including:

Our Surgeons
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free give aways! 1971 to 2011

VITAMINS

Come Celebrate Our
40th Anniversary with a

Bagful of Savings

30% OFF

40% OFF

at 40 - 50% DISCOUNT

25% OFF

Woodstock Farms
Organic Butter

Natural Sea
Chunk Light Tongol Tuna

Chunk Light 
Yellowfin Tuna

White Albacore Tuna

GET A FREE 
REUSABLE BAG

with every 
$50 purchase!

(while supplies last)

Cascade Fresh
Organic Plain Yogurt

Natural Sea 
Wild Alaskan Pollock

Natural Sea 
Cod Fish Fillets or Sticks

Woodstock Farms
Organic Frozen 

Pineapple Chunks

Organic Fruit . . . . . . . . . . .BOGO!

Organic Peach Slices . . . . .BOGO!

Organic Fruit  . . . . . .. . . . BOGO!

Organic Mixed Berries . . . . BOGO!

Organic Blueberries . . . . . .BOGO!

Organic Tofu  . . . . . . . . . . BOGO!

Nature’s Path
Organic Sunrise Cereal

 

P th

Nature’s Path
Organic Cereal

South of France
French Bar Soap

5LB Clover or 
Wildflower 
Honey
$15.99

YOGI TEAS
Entire line
$2.99

Come Celebrate Our 40th Anniversary 

with Great In-Store Unadvertised Specials

B UY  O N E  G ET  O N E  F R E E

BOGO!

BOGO!

BOGO!

BOGO!

BOGO!

BOGO!BOGO!BOGO!

BOGO!

BOGO!

BOGO!

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
mpuder@cnglocal.com, or mailed to: 
M. Puder – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 

Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4527
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Samantha Lugo is a senior in Martin Van Buren H.S. 
who lives in Queens Village. She is not only a superb 
athlete but she does well academically and volunteers 
with the Student Organization (S.O.).

She has been on the Girl’s Junior Varsity and now 
Varsity Volleyball team since her freshman year and 
was Captain in her freshman and now Captain in her 
senior year. She participated in the summer Big Apple 
Games with students from other schools as a way to 
improve her skills and was named Player of the Week 
one week. She has been playing Softball for the past 
3 years and was named Most Improved Player in her 
junior year.

Samantha’s activities with the S.O. have included 
being a class representative, helping with talent 
shows, Open Mic Contests, College Fairs, arranging 
for the Senior Trip, the Senior Yearbook, Blood 
Drives, culture fairs, collecting donations for Haiti 
and the Japanese earthquake victims, and helping 
with the Personal High activities when students and 
teachers give a balloon to someone they like. This is 
a fundraiser and a way to increase school spirit. Each 
year she volunteered for different teachers and deans 
to help them set up their class rooms, file, multiple 
choice tests, and decorate bulletin boards.

She also volunteers with the Brooklyn Caribe Leos Club 
by participating in food drives for the needy and with 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church by teaching communion. 
All these activities have not stopped Samantha from 

taking College Now courses in Business and English 
with Queensborough Community College and is 
taking Honors English and Social Studies instead of 
regular classes.

Her interest in Law and Psychology led her to obtain a 
2 week internship with a law firm on Long Island. She 
is evaluating Stony Brook, St. John’s U., and Adelphi 
and hoping for a volleyball scholarship.

She said, “My parents have been there for me. My 
mother took me and team members to games. They 
helped me do my best and inspired me to keep trying. 
My father came here as a youth and inspired me to 
do better. My mother is currently ill but still helps me to 
achieve.” She went on to say that, “My grandparents 
live in the same house and they also support me. 

My family says that I should have respect in myself, 
remember that friends are temporary but education 
is permanent and that God does everything for a 
reason.”

Samantha explained that a number of teachers were 
supportive. They have told her that she was bright and 
could do well. When a couple of teachers walked 
into the S.O. Office and they saw each other they 
greeted each other as if they were old friends. One 
of her Social Studies teachers, Mr. Pugliese, said that, 
“Samantha is just a very genuine person. She has 
a very bright future ahead of her. I have very high 
hopes for her.” Mr. Murphy, another of her former 
Social Studies teachers called Samantha, “ A caring 
young woman who participates in school activities 
and is always trying to do the right thing.”

Mr. Castellano who is the Senior Advisor at MVB 
H.S., and works closely with Samantha, described 
her as a, “Super athlete. I remember her as a 9th 
grader competing for spots on the Volleyball team 
usually reserved for seniors. As a current senior she is 
definitely representing MVB H.S. proudly.”

Mr. Greenspan, the Coordinator of Student Affairs 
(COSA) also has memories of Samantha which go 
back to her freshman year. He remembered that a 
prestigious academic group of Indians visited MVB 
H.S. and Samantha facilitated an academic workshop 
for them and was outstanding...since then she has 
many athletic achievements. The senior year stretches 
out before her and the other students at Martin Van 
Buren H.S.

TimesLedger Newspapers and CNG congratulate 
Samantha  on all of her accomplishments,  and wish 
her continued success.

-Bob Harris

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Samantha Lugo
October 2011 
Student of Distinction
Martin Van Buren 
High School., 
Queens Village
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QUEENS LIBRARY GALA AT STUDIO SQUARE IN LONG ISLAND CITY

ST. ANDREW AVELINO “BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS” IN FLUSHING

BAYSIDE/WHITESTONE LIONS AT THE ADRIA IN BAYSIDE

ST. NICHLAS GREEK FESTIVAL IN BAYSIDE/AUBURNDALE
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Thomas Galante, Connie and George 
Stamatiades, Cathy Nolan and Diana 
Chapin

Parishioners lining up to have their 
animals blessed

The fesival sign

The Greek singer and the backup 
musicians

109th and 111th officers honored: Capt. Ronald Layson, Paul 
Vallone, Dan Garcia, Anthony Gazis, Troy Prescod, P.O. Anthony 
LoVetre, P.O. Moondy Soo Hoo and P.O. Wing Har   

Don and Helen Marshall with Lilly Gavrin 
of Daizy’s Restaurant

Janet Malone with dog Cindy, Monsignor 
Brenan and Tony Ramos with dog Sandy

Father Papantonis, David Weprin and the 
Rev. Paul Palesty

The ladies shopping for jewelry

Ed Braunstein, Donald Frain and Devon 
O’Connor

Anita Ciolli, Rosalia Giolia and Carol 
Conslato

Kitty cats were also blessed

Miss Athena the parrot

George Maragos (second from right) and 
friends

Miss New York USA, Bianca 
Pappas

Joseph Ficalora and Joseph Ciampia

This pooch arrives in style in his own 
stroller

The very talented drummer

Some of the children dancing

Queens D.A. Richard Brown

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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www.maspethfederal.com

MAIN OFFICE:
56-18  69th Street
Maspeth, NY 11378
(718) 335-1300 �

LOAN CENTER:
56-05 69th Street

Maspeth, NY 11378
(718) 651-7888 �

185-18 Horace Harding Expy.
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

(718)353-6145

64-19 Woodhaven Blvd. 
Rego Park, NY 11374 

(718) 459-3400 �

101-09 Metropolitan Ave.
Forest Hills, NY 11375

(718) 520-1500 �

801 Jericho Turnpike
New Hyde Park, NY 11040

(516) 437-5000 �

66-60 Fresh Pond Road
Ridgewood, NY 11385

(718) 497-4800

� Free Parking Available                                                                                                                  24 Hr. ATMs on-site

We Treat You Like Family

Holiday Club
2011
Holiday Club
2011

Open a new Holiday Club
or make a deposit to an
existing Holiday Club at
Maspeth Federal Savings 

and receive interest* plus a: 

Set of 4 Scented
Candles**

Holiday Clubs are available in weekly
amounts of $5, $10, $15, $20 and $30.

Don’t throw away your old Holiday Club
passbook – it can be used again,

a new one is not necessary.
– PLEASE ADVISE US IF YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS –

*Call us for further information with regard to interest rates, terms &
conditions.  **Quantities Limited – Styles May Vary  – Limit 3 Holiday Clubs

Per Person. Terms and Rates subject to change without notice. 
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People IN THE NEWS COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

Kevin Garcia of Flushing, Jeffrey 

Shi of Forest Hills and Michael Wuest of 
Queens Village were named to the Villano-
va School of Business spring 2011 dean’s 
list.

Darragh Leddy of Sunnyside, Amie 

Ha of Woodside, Stephen Savoca of How-
ard Beach, Jessica Roster of Elmhurst, 
Kelly Escobar of Hollis, Jung Kim of 
Queens Village, Elizabeth Hardy of Glen-
dale and Paul Masi of Whitestone were 
named to the Villanova University spring 
2011 dean’s list.

Caroline Hamilton French of Doug-
laston has graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison.

Muqtar Ali Mohammed of Queens 
Village has graduated from Lawrence 
Technological University.

Ayon Ibrahim of Woodside, Melanie 

Lolier of Jamaica Estates, Jennifer Ro-

driguez of Ridgewood, Hyung Jun Kim 
of Flushing, Melanie Lolier of Jamaica 
Estates and Victoria Chee and Samuel 

Yoon of Little Neck have been named to 
the spring 2011 dean’s list.

Jeff Oyo of Cambria Heights has been 
named to the School of the Professions 
spring 2011 dean’s list.

Shannon Browne of Middle Village 
was named to the spring 2011 Caldwell Col-
lege dean’s list.

The following have been named to the 
Savannah College spring 2011 dean’s list: 
Shannon Moran of Douglaston, Natasha 

Lazare of Queens Village, Benge Li of 

Middle Village and Brian Go of Flushing.
The following are set to enter SUNY 

Oswego: Paola G. Heras and Bibash J. Kc 
of Woodside; Ronel A. Puello of Rego Park; 
Brendan I. Burgie of Ozone Park; Mela-

nie Munoz and Kevin L. Ramkishun of 
South Ozone Park; Ernestina Gyampoh 
and Brian S. Senajor of Corona; Tashi 

Namgyal and Matthew R. Brady of East 
Elmhurst; Mariana A. Bustamante and 
Wyutyi Kyaw of Jackson Heights; Shin-

nell T. Burroughs of St. Albans; Cindy 

Nervil, Maurice Antoine, Shanice C. 

Brown and Davion V. McEqwan of Ja-
maica; Christopher J. Davius of Cambria 

Heights; Kazi F. Hasan, Travis D. Har-

rison, Derieffe D. Smith and Deseree 

Jimenez of Queens Village; Matthew W. 

Grajek of Middle Village; Karina Rubio 
and Patricia Vasili of Ridgewood; Angela 

Kim, Lijun Yu, Zhen Chen, Sheng Xue 
and Trisha-Emilia Reyes of Flushing; 
Kevin P. Gallagher, Laura Iskaros and 
Nora Li of Little Neck; and Alexandra C. 

Galvez of Elmhurst.
Kevin G. Magana, a graduate of La-

Guardia Community College in Long Is-
land City, will attend Georgetown Univer-
sity starting this fall. 

Joseph Li of Flushing was named to 
the spring 2011 Spring Arbor University 
academic honors list.

Leshawn McFarlan of Jamaica, 
Morgan Hasson of Hollis Hills and Shan-

non Parker of Middle Village were named 
to the College at Brockport spring 2011 
dean’s list.

Saquette Myers of Fresh Meadows 
has been named to the School of Natural 
and Social Sciences spring 2011 dean’s list 
at Buffalo State College.

Jordan Tripp of Maspeth has en-
rolled in Saint Joseph’s College of Maine.

Vanessa Lau of Flushing has been 
named to the Mount Ida College spring 
2011 dean’s list.

Christopher Considine of Whites-
tone has graduated from Hartwick Col-
lege.

Jurgis Baliulis of Forest Hills has 
graduated from Assumption College.

Alyssa Goldbach of Middle Vil-
lage has graduated from the University of 
Scranton.

The following have received faculty 
honors at Trinity College for the spring 
2011 semester: Jonathan Gonzalez of 
Flushing; Samuel A. Gauthier and Julia 

W. McInnis of Jackson Heights; Rosalia 

Abreu, Geraldine M. Fernandez and 
Lorenzo R. Sewanan of Hollis; Stephani 

A. Roman of Richmond Hill.
The following have been named to 

the Fairfield University spring 2011 dean’s 
list: Winter Pascual of Sunnyside, Ani 

Shrestha of Elmhurst, Lisbeth Reyes-

Fondeur of Richmond Hill, Benjamin A. 

Gerace of Maspeth, Breena E. Goldberg 
and Jenna L. Goldbach of Middle Village, 
Danielle A. Manzella of Glendale and 
Ashley M. Churchill of Flushing.

Edwin Carlosama of Howard Beach 
has graduated from Morrisville State Col-
lege.

The following were named to the Mor-
risville College spring 2011 dean’s list: Ve-

ronica Yuqui of Sunnyside, Ryan Crabill 
of Forest Hills, Jeniqua Salmon of St. Al-
bans, Dwight Cox of Jamaica, Oladipo Fa-

muyiwa and Abimbola Otesile of Queens 
Village, Daniel Zukowski of Maspeth and 
Dariel Nunez-Santos of Flushing.

Alexandra Arena of Forest Hills, 
Usman Jilani of Corona and Cristabell 

Ramdial of Jamaica were named ot the St. 
Bonaventure University spring 2011 dean’s 
list.

KEVIN G. MAGANA

AcademicsAcademicsAcademics

Military

Kaleesi Cruz, weighing 6 pounds 13 ounces, was born 
July 20 to Kulaya Anavil Cruz and Anthony Cruz of Bay-
side.

Sgt. Leonardo Diaz of Richmond 
Hill has re-enlisted to continue service 
with the Co. C 642nd Support Battalion.

Sgt. Robert Sparks of Jamaica has 
re-enlisted to continue service with the 
Battery A 1-258th Field Artillery.

Spc. Sasha Morse of Rosedale has 
re-enlisted to continue service with the 
Signal Network Support Detachment 
369th Sustainment Brigade.

Sgt. Wellington Jimenez of Wood-
haven has re-enlisted to continue service 

with the Headquarters and Headquarters 
Battery 1-258th Field Artillery.

Pvt. 1st Class Andrew Chui of Flush-
ing has re-enlisted to continue service 
with the Co. B 2-108th Infantry.

Pvt. 1st Class Jie Zhang of Flushing 
has re-enlisted to continue service with 
the Co. E 3-142nd Aviation.

Adam Washington of Woodside, 
serving with the 145th Maintenance Co., 
is promoted to the rank of private 2nd 
class.

Fernando Febus of Woodside, serv-
ing with the Co. A 1-69th Infantry, is pro-
moted to the rank of sergeant.

Bryan Cahuana of Corona, serving 
with the 222nd Chemical Co., is promoted 
to the rank of private 1st class.

Tyrell Cotten of Corona, serving 
with the Co. A 101st Signal Battalion, is 
promoted to the rank of sergeant.

Dale Davids of Jamaica, serving 
with the Early Entry Element 369th Sus-
tainment Brigade, is promoted to the 

rank of captain.
Justin Sealy of Jamaica, serving 

with the Co. B 101st Signal Battalion, is 
promoted to the rank of private 1st class.

James Haynes of Richmond Hill, 
serving with the 24th Civil Support Team 
Weapons of Mass Destruction, is promot-
ed to the rank of staff sergeant.

Justin Lee o Flushing, serving with 
the Co. A 1-69th Infantry, is promoted to 
the rank of sergeant.

Miscellaneous

Senior defensive back David Lo-

pez of Ozone Park has been selected 
as a preseason honorable mention all-

American by the Collegiate Develop-
ment Football League and the D2vsNA-
IA Senior Bowl Selection Committee.

MMMMMiiiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneousBirthsBirthsBirthsBirths
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PEOPLE

Tell us what you
think of the site
and what you
would like included: 
timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com

Starting Oct. 13, TimesLedger.com 
will be your daily source for news, 
calendar listings, entertainment, 
and photos.

New features
• Easy to navigate design:

Read top stories from 
around the borough on our 
new homepage.

• E-mail blasts:

Sign up to get the news 
delivered to your e-mail 
every day.

• Easy to navigate design:

Read top stories from 
around the borough on 
our new homepage.

• Easy to navigate design:

Read top stories from 
around the borough on 
our new homepage.

• Easy to navigate design:

Read top stories from 
around the borough on 
our new homepage.

Introducing the new TimesLedger.com,
bringing you all Queens, all the time 
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Serving Metro NY

What if you LIVE ALONE 
      and have an EMERGENCY?

You’re never alone with Lifewatch!

800-716-1433
www.lifewatch-usa.com

“I have peace of mind...

   Mom remains independent.”

“I’m never alone 
  with LIFEWatch.”
–Dick Van Patten

Just One Push of a Button can Protect 
You from Emergencies: 
✔ Medical       ✔ Falls      
✔ Fire       ✔ Burglary

Visit us on facebook

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

$19.95
FOR FIRST 3 MONTHS

after introductory offer expires, 
$24.95/month will be billed quarterly.

ct 

Mobile Alert 
   Button Available SWITCHOVERSWELCOME!

No Landline? No Problem! Senior Cell Phones 
Now Available!

With LIFEWatch You get:
EMT-Certified

Try it RISK FREE!

ililil HOVEHOVVEVE
COMCOCOOM

W t h Y t

i blilalaabbleleee WITCHSWWITCSWSWWITCTCH
WELCOWWELWWELLCO
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Jax. Hts. pedestrian plaza a profi t-killer: Biz owners
BY REBECCA HENELY

Merchants on 37th Road be-
tween Broadway and 74th Street 
say they have seen their business 
drop by 50 percent or more since 
the city Department of Transpor-
tation has rerouted the bus routes 
and turned the block into what is 
planned to be a pedestrian plaza.

“How can I pay my employ-
ees?” asked Shazia Kausar, who 
has owned a restaurant on 37th 
Road for eight years. “How can I 
pay?”

The block, home to the closed 
Eagle Theater, is set to become a 
pedestrian plaza with bike lanes 
as part of the DOT’s Jackson 
Heights Neighborhood Transpor-
tation Study.

The section of road is less 
than a minute’s walk from ma-
jor neighborhood thoroughfares 
Broadway and Roosevelt Avenue, 
the Indian and Bangladeshi com-
mercial strips on 73rd and 74th 
streets and the 74th Street-Broad-
way station, which connects 
five subway lines and many bus 

routes. One of the station’s exits 
and entrances is on the block.

A few weeks ago, the block 
was closed to traffic, repainted 
and given new signs saying only 
bicycles were allowed to travel 
through. Scott Gastel of the DOT 
said granite blocks, tables and 
chairs will be added to the plaza. 

He said this was done in response 
to community requests for more 
public space in the district and 
that the project has been support-
ed by Community Board 3 and 
City Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights).

The councilman said two 
neighborhood merchant associa-

tions approved of the plan but he 
was open to additional dialogue.

Saed Tayyab, manager of the 
jewelry and watch store Moon-
lite Int. Inc., on the corner of 37th 
Road and Broadway, said DOT’s 
plan has already been detrimen-
tal to the businesses on the block.

He said the plan has taken 
away multiple parking spots in an 
area starved for parking, and the 
Q47 and Q49 buses, which used 
to travel down the block, have 
now been rerouted. Tayyab said 
50 percent of his customers are 
non-local and use buses or cars to 
shop in the area.

“If people from out of town do 
not come here, outside money will 
not come here,” Tayyab said.

Gastel said the DOT was 
working to improve parking in 
the area.

Tanjina Sharmin, owner of a 
sari shop on 37th Road, also said 
she relied on bus riders for cus-
tomers, who would often shop at 
her store after seeing something 
in her window from the bus.

“Sometimes they see the 

dress and like it and the next day 
they come,” she said. “Now they 
cannot see it.”

Tsering Phuntsok, owner of 
a convenience store near the 37th 
Road entrance to the subway sta-
tion, said he used to sell five gal-
lons of coffee a day and now sells 
one gallon since the change. He 
said the trucks that deliver his 
supplies also have few places to 
park.

“I don’t know how I’m going 
to get my delivery over here,” 
Phuntsok said.

Other business owners ques-
tioned whether the area was ap-
propriate for a pedestrian plaza. 
Rita Kamdar, who works at anoth-
er phone card store, said the block 
attracts beggars and drug users, 
and she believed the plaza would 
encourage them to stay longer.

“Two main busy roads and 
a busy subway station,” Kamdar 
said. “You’re telling me they’re 
going to make a park? That makes 
no sense.”

Jawaid Shaikh said his cell phone business, on 37th Road between 74th Street 
and Broadway, has lost money since the Department of Transportation closed 
the block in front of his store. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Style for your windows, savings 
for you. Hunter Douglas window 
fashions are always a smart choice 
for creating inviting, attractive spaces. 
Now through December 12, 2011, 
mail-in rebates let you enjoy select 
styles at a savings of $25 to $300 
per unit.* Purchase and install their 
energy-efficient Duette® Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades before the end 
of this year, and you may qualify for 
a federal tax credit of up to $500.** 
Ask us for details. 
Clockwise from top left: Silhouette® Window Shadings, 
Luminette® Privacy Sheers, Duette® Architella® Honeycomb 
Shades, Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made 9/13/11 – 12/12/11. Rebate offers may not be combined; there is a limit of one rebate per qualifying unit. For each qualifying unit purchased, the higher applicable rebate amount 
will apply. Other limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. **For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a 
salesperson or visit hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. The tax credit for 2011 is subject to a limitation based in part on the amount of Section 25C credits taken in prior years. It is 
recommended that you consult your tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation and your ability to claim this tax credit. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE
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BY IVAN PEREIRA

For the last seven years, 
John Fang has been honing his 
sushi-making skills throughout 
the country and now he is bring-
ing his talents to Bayside.

The 26-year-old Chinese na-
tive said he was eager to open 
Tanko at 38-05 Bell Blvd. in Au-
gust not only because he wanted 
to start his own business, but also 
because he wanted to show people 
a new way to enjoy Asian cuisine.

Fang, who lives in Flush-
ing, came to the United States to 
study under a Japanese chef and 
he said he was able to pick up a lot 
of expertise while working in res-
taurants in Virginia, New Jersey, 
Manhattan and Long Island.

“I wanted to do something 
special,” he said.

The restaurant has a wide 

variety of sushi dishes to choose 
from. Fang and another chef per-
sonally make each roll for the 

customer, but the owner said cus-
tomers who tried his menu would 
experience something new.

The cook said the main part 
of his training was to focus on the 
fish.

“The temperature, the fresh-
ness and the color affects every-
thing about a sushi,” he said.

Fang puts his own special 
blend of spices and herbs in the 
sushi, including a little wasabi. 
Unlike other restaurants that 
offer the condiment separately, 
Fang said he puts a little inside 
his sushi to give his customers a 
true Japanese treat.

Aside from the sushi, the res-
taurant also offers other fusion 
entrees, including Thai curry 
sauce, hibachi and boneless duck.

“They like that the food is 
fresh and it gives them a sur-
prise,” he said of the customers 
who have come in since the open-
ing.

The inside of the restaurant 

is dimly lit with wood-trimmed 
walls and Asian artwork. Con-
temporary American music plays 
throughout the background be-
cause, Fang said, he wanted to 
entice a large audience.

“We wanted to create a de-
sign that was modern and simple, 
but at the same time give it a feel 
of an Asian [locale],” he said.

Fang added that he was im-
pressed with the large turnout 
that he has seen and said he will 
continue to bring new, interesting 
dishes to the menu in the future.

“I want them to come in, try 
something new and go, ‘Wow, I 
never tried something like that. I 
want more,’” he said.

Reach reporter Ivan Pereira 
by e-mail at ipereira@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISERS

John Fang shows off the fish and other ingredients he uses to make his sushi. 
Photo by Ivan Pereira

Sushi served with twist at Bayside restaurant
Tanko offers fresh seafood with special blends of spices, herbs as well as fusion rice and meat dishes

Breakfast Forum —  U.S. Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) will 
be the speaker. 
When: Oct. 16, 10 am
Where: Hillcrest Jewish 
Center, 183-02 Union Tnpk., 
Flushing 
Contact:   (718) 380-4145 

Health Care Questions 
Answered —  Hear the answers 
from Diana Levit of Personal 
Touch Home Care and Yana 
Feldman of Karol, Hausman  
Sosnik. 
When: Oct. 31, 3 pm 
Where: Bayside Jewish Center, 
203-05 32nd Ave., Bayside 
Contact:   (718) 352-7900 

Chartered Financial Analyst 
Exam —  NYSSA CFA® Queens 
College Level I Weekly Review: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
through Nov. 17 from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. NYSSA Queens College 
Sunday Condensed Review: 
Sundays through Nov. 13 from 
10 am to 4 pm
When: Sundays, Tuesdays and 
Thursday through to Nov. 17

Where: Queens College, 65-
30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Website: www.nyssa.org/cfa

EAP Fall 10-Week Business 
Training Course —  Develop 
a fully vetted professional 
business plan completed by 
the end of the course. Learn 
fi rst-hand where and how to 
conduct research for your 
business by taking a fi eld-
trip to the Science, Industry, 
Business Library (SIBL) of New 
York. Learn from experts and 
specialist who include a lawyer, 
accountant, marketing expert, 
and technology consultant.
When: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 6 pm through 
Dec. 15
Cost: $300
Where: Queens Borough Hall 
120-55 Queens Blvd Room 
G110 Kew Gardens, NY 11424 
Contact: Franklin Mora 
fmora@queensn.org (718) 
263-0546  
Website: http://www.
queensny.org/business/
programs/eap

Second Annual Golf Benefi t 
for Autism —  Provides funds to 
help research, treat and fi nd a 
cure for autism. Features local 
civic leaders. Donation is $125 
that includes 18 rounds of golf, 
golf cart, free beverage and 
food tickets. Donors names 
placed on Neir’s Tavern website.
When: Oct. 13, 10 am
Where: Forest Park Golf Course, 
Woodhaven
Contact:   Loy Gordon (212) 
920-1560 or Dave Ross (646) 
752-6599
Website: www.neirstavern.com

Queens Hospital 75th 
Anniversary Gala —  Honoring 
four QHC workers and a Local 
237 Teamsters President 
Gregory Floyd.
When: Oct. 13, 6:30 pm
Cost: $150 per person 
Where: Russo’s on the Bay, 
162-45 Cross Bay Blvd., Howard 
Beach 
Contact:   (718) 883-4252  

St. Gregory the Great Parish 
of Bellerose 75th Anniversary 

Dinner/Dance —  Five-hour open 
bar with champagne toast. Full 
cocktail hour with carving, pasta 
stations, appetizer/salad/choice 
of four entrees. Viennese Table. 
Live music by Night-Life.
When: Oct. 14, 7 pm 
Cost: $90 per person 
Where: Antun’s, 96-43 
Springfi eld Blvd., Queens Village 
Contact:   (718) 347-3707  

Gala Sukkot Dinner —  Cost: $30 
for center members and families 
($35 non-members, $15 teens 14-
19, children 13 and under free) 
When: Oct. 16, 6 pm 
Where: Hillcrest Jewish Center, 
183-02 Union Tnpk., Flushing 
Contact:   (718) 380-4145 

Autumn Auction —  The 
Immaculate Conception School 
Alumni Association is happy to 
announce that it is hosting an 
Autumn Auction to benefi t our 
students and school.   A buffet 
dinner, beer, wine, soda and 
dessert will be served. Bring 
your family and friends. All are 
welcome.

When: Oct. 16, 12:30 pm 
Cost: $45 
Where: Riccardo’s by the Bridge, 
21-01 24th Ave., Astoria 
Contact: Fran Rocco  (917) 
482-6124  
Website: www.icsastoria.org

Sunnyside Community 
Services Annual Gala —  
Honoring EmblemHealth, City 
Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
and Judy Steele. 
When: Oct. 20, 6:30 pm 
Where: Studio Square, 35-33 
36th St., Long Island City 
Contact:   (718) 784-6173 X449  

Airport Village: Building the 
Heart of a Community —  The 
Greater Jamaica Development 
Corp. is holding its annual gala 
celebration. The Port Authority 
executive director, Christopher 
O. Ward, will be a public honoree. 
When: Oct. 25, 6 pm 
Where: Edison Ballroom, 240 W. 
47th St., Manhattan 
Contact:   (718) 291-0282 ext. 
126 

Can’t Break Our Spirit! —  Post-
hurricane party to celebrate 
Unishpere Inc. gala. 
When: Oct. 27, 6 pm 
Where: USTA Billie Jean King 
National Tennis Center, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park 
Contact:   (718) 760-6561 

Idlewild Wetland and Wildlife 
Preserve Benefi t and Awards 
Luncheon —  Co-hosted by U.S. 
Reps. Gregory Meeks, state 
Sen. Shirley Huntley, and state 
Assembly members William 
Scarborough and Michelle Titus. 
When: Oct. 29, 1 pm 
Where: Inn at new Hyde Park, 
214 Jericho Tnpk., New Hyde 
Park 
Contact:   (347) 824-2301  

15th annual Dinner-Dance 
—  Celebrating 95 years of 
community service.
When: Nov. 20, 6:30 pm
Cost: $75 per person 
Where: Leonard’s of Great Neck, 
555 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 
Contact: Carolyn Meenan 
carolyn@brycerea.com  
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Art & Crafts Fair is Back!
718-631-8181

718-352-5000

718-423-5059

718-428-8224

718-428-8224

718-229-2922

718-225-4522

718-281-1950

347-457-9000

718-224-0330

KC Saloon
718-229-9820

718-224-7753

OCTOBER SCHEDULE OF EVENTSPresents

718-224-2200718-428-1552 718-428-6666

718-229-7433
718-224-9898

718-225-0411

718-225-0050

718-229-0229

718-224-0060

718-229-1962

718-631-3024

718-224-4500

Bayside 
800-254-0142

718-229-9311

718-428-6700

718-279-4450

www.BaysideVillageBid.com

This  Sunday, Oct. 16th – 10am – 6pm
Bell Blvd. & 41st Road adjacent to 

Chase Bank /Bayside LIRR Train Station

2nd Annual Art & Crafts Fair

Special performances featuring local dance companies and 
other performing artists inaugurating  the beautification of 

the LIRR Station park

Featuring a Guest Appearance by World Renowned  Carnegie 
Hall/Lincoln Center performing soprano Chen Min

SPONSORED BY HELMS BROS. MERCEDES BENZ AND CHASE BANK

 
Oct 28th – Oct 31st

For more information www.Bayside VillageBID.com or like us 
on Facebook  @Bayside Village BID
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lawyers estimated would 
take place in a matter of 
weeks, and also pending an 
appeal.

Dowd and MacGiol-
labhui said they will file an 
appeal on the grounds that 
the verdict is repugnant.

“Repugnant” is a legal 
term that basically means 
the verdict is contradicto-
ry, MacGiollabhui said.

As an example, Mac-
Giollabhui said if a man is 
walking down the street 
and is attacked, and that 
man manages to wrestle a 
gun from his attacker and 
fire off a shot in self-de-
fense, he cannot be charged 
with using the gun unlaw-
fully.

In Sheehan’s case, the 
jury found she used the 
Glock and .38-caliber hand-
guns in self-defense.

MacGiollabhui con-
tends, then, that she should 
be acquitted of the crimi-

nal possession of a weapon 
charge, which carries a 
minimum of 3 1/2 years 
in jail and a maximum of 
15 years, according to the 
Queens district attorney.

Queens Supreme Court 
Judge Barry Kron, who pre-
sided over the roughly one-
month-long trial, reviewed 
the verdict and found it not 
to be repugnant, MacGiol-
labhui said.

But the defense said 
the judge was looking at the 
issue too broadly.

“He was looking in 
more general terms,” Mac-
Giollabhui said. “He wasn’t 
looking at this specific 
point.”

There are several 
precedents to back up the 
judge’s point. A person 
could be walking around 
with an illegally concealed 
weapon and then happen 
to use it in self-defense at 
some point. A jury could 
convict that person with 
criminal possession of a 
weapon and acquit them of 
a murder charge, MacGiol-
labhui said.

“If [Sheehan] was us-
ing the gun to defend her-
self, then she can’t be guilty 
of using it unlawfully,” he 
said.

The defense suspected 
the jury convicted Sheehan 
on the gun charge in order 
to reach an agreement.

“My guess is it was a 
compromise verdict,” Mac-
Giollabhui said. “A few 
people were reluctant to 
acquit so a compromise is 
reached.”

The jury had com-
plained on its second day 
of deliberation that it was 
“hopelessly deadlocked”; 
the next day it reached a 
consensus.

Immediately after the 
verdict, Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown held 
a news conference, where 
he stated that the DA stands 
by the jury’s decision.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

of commuters from strand-
ed trains and ensure that 
in situations where evacu-
ation is dangerous or im-
possible, train operators 
provide provisions such as 
water for customers who 
are stuck for extended peri-
ods of time.

“Whether its mainte-
nance, weather or human 
error that causes these 
disruptions, the victims 
are always the same: LIRR 
commuters, who pay a sig-
nificant cost to ride the 
train,” he said at a press 
conference held at the Mi-
neola station on the Port 
Jefferson line. “We need to 
ensure that no matter the 
cause, passengers have the 
right to be treated fairly 

and comfortable. It’s my 
hope that the LIRR will vol-
untarily put these protec-
tions in place and enforce 
them strenuously.”

The LIRR released a 
statement saying it shared 
Schumer’s concern and 
looked forward to working 
with him to make improve-
ments.

“Our first priority in 
these situations must al-
ways be the safety of our 
customers, and we work 
closely with our public 
safety partners to keep cus-
tomers on the train, where 
they’re safest. At the same 
time, we have an obligation 
to keep customers informed 
and comfortable, and we 
must do better,” the state-
ment read.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s 
Permanent Citizens Advi-
sory Committee, a state-

appointed watchdog group, 
said it agreed with the sub-
stance of the suggestion, 
but had questions as to how 
it would be implemented.

“We’ve got to dis-
cuss how it’s done,” said 
spokesman Bill Henderson. 
“There’s a need for more in-
formation.”

Henderson said the 
railroad certainly had 
room for improvement.

“There are proposals 
in the next MTA budget to 
expand the budget for in-
formation and information 
technology for the LIRR,” 
he said. “It’s a real problem 
for platform signs. Right 
now they can’t do real-time 
information or anything 
near it.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

schools named after da Vin-
ci and Whitman, and the 
USTA’s tennis stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park is named after King, it 
is important that students 
learn the entire truth about 
them.

“We all know gay 
people, we all know gay he-
roes, but we don’t necessar-
ily know that they’re gay,” 

Dromm said.
To those who would 

say the sexuality of histori-
cal figures does not matter, 
Dromm compared it to dis-
cussing a U.S. president’s 
First Lady when talking 
about his life, and said a 
straight person’s relation-
ship with their partner of-
ten reflects how we think 
about them.

“This should just come 
as a natural,” Dromm said.

Dromm said with 
many countries and New 
York state recently approv-
ing same-sex marriage, 
what we teach children 
should reflect the changing 
world.

“We need to acknowl-
edge that reality as well 
and we need to acknowl-
edge how we’ve gotten to 
this point,” Dromm said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

get some of the projects go-
ing right away.

“Pure and simple, 
this is really a way to get 
people to work in building 
America’s infrastructure,” 
LaHood said.

The state DOT’s four-
year plan calls for hundreds 
of dollars in Queens proj-
ects, ranging from impact 
studies and tree replant-
ings along highways to the 
$203.8 million replacement 
of the Kosciuszko Bridge.

Some of the pricier 
projects include $478.3 mil-
lion to modernize the R 
subway line’s signal system 
at the 71st Avenue, Union 
Turnpike and Roosevelt 
Avenue stops; a $98 mil-
lion rehabilitation of the 
Roosevelt Avenue Bridge 
over the Van Wyck Ex-
pressway; a $45.6 million 
reconstruction of the two 

Hempstead Avenue Bridges 
over the Cross Island Park-
way; and a $34.7 million al-
teration to the 112th Street 
pedestrian bridge in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park.

The state DOT also 
has numerous plans for 
improvements to subway 
stops and roads throughout 
the borough.

“Certainly New York 
has not been bashful in 
letting us know what their 
transport needs are,” Gilli-
brand said.

The American Jobs 
Act is the brainchild of 
President Barack Obama. 
The president urged Con-
gress last Thursday to vote 
on the bill, saying it could 
prevent another downturn 
if the markets in Europe 
worsen.

“This is not a game,” 
Obama said. “This is not 
the time for the usual po-
litical gridlock.”

Gillibrand said the 
nation’s infrastructure 
has fallen from sixth in 
the world to 16th during 
the course of four years, 
according to a World Eco-
nomic Forum Study. She 
said the bill would also cre-
ate jobs through the reno-
vation of homes and busi-
nesses, and would institute 
a National Infrastructure 
Bank, which would be gov-
ernment-owned and led by 
independent infrastructure 
and financial experts.

This bank would direct 
funds to projects of at least 
$100 million and of national 
or regional significance.

“These are not Demo-
cratic or Republican ideas,” 
Gillibrand said. “They are 
just common sense, good 
ideas.”

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.
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Sheehan

A search warrant of 15 
locations operated by the 
rings in Queens and Long 
Island yielded $650,000 in 
cash; seven handguns, two 
of which were defaced; a 
box truck full of electron-
ics, computers, shoes and 
watches, skimmers, card 
readers, embossers and 
various blank credit cards 
and fake IDs, according to 
the DA.

Some of the defendants 
who were caught were also 

involved in other crimes, 
too, Brown said.

Derrick Singh, Pari-
sam Itwaru, Tahidul 
Parvez and two other unap-
prehended individuals have 
been charged in the theft of 
more than $95,000 of cargo 
last year, said Brown.

Imran Khan, Travis 
Lootawan, Kendall McLean 
and an unapprehended in-
dividual were charged with 
attempting to rob a For-
est Hills bank in July, but 
their planning was caught 
by investigators who were 
watching them as part of 
“Operation Swiper”, Brown 
said.

Jonathan Ortiz, Wil-

fred Rodriguez, Travis Has-
sang, Angel Quinones and 
two other unapprehended 
suspects were charged with 
stealing nearly $850,000 in 
computer equipment from 
the Citi Building in Long 
Island City, the DA said. 
Quinones worked there as a 
security guard and Ortiz’s 
mother was also charged 
with hindering the investi-
gation by allegedly logging 
into his Facebook account 
and creating an alibi, ac-
cording to Brown.

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 9

ID theft

Morality Discussion at Community 
Church of Douglaston

On Oct. 22 from 9 a.m. to noon, 
the Community Church of Douglaston 
will host a program designed to equip 
participants with the tools they need to 
make good decisions when confronted 
with issues of human mortality.

Led by distinguished profession-

als in the field of law, medicine, medi-
cal ethics and pastoral counseling, the 
End of Life Planning and the Circle of 
Care meeting will provide essential 
guidance for making an oftentimes 
complex process much less stressful.
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Jermaine Lawrence 
has played in front of 
packed houses, full of col-
lege coaches before. Last 
week was a little different.

All the high-major Di-
vision I basketball coaches 
— which included Rutgers 
head Coach Mike Rice, 
assistant Van Macon, St. 
John’s assistants Mike 
Dunlap, Rico Hines and 
Tony Chiles and Florida 
assistant Norm Roberts, 
among many others — were 
at Cardozo for the Judges’ 
annual open gym Oct. 5 for 
one reason: him.

“I was real nervous, 
once I started to play, I 

couldn’t really breathe 
properly,” the versatile 
6-foot-8 junior from Spring-
field Gardens said. “It was 
hard to play to my full po-
tential. It was overwhelm-
ing.”

By the end of the day, 
Lawrence, 16, had five new 
scholarship offers never-
theless — from Florida, Vil-
lanova, Marquette, Kansas 
State and Pittsburgh, Car-
dozo Coach Ron Naclerio 
said. The quintet joins his 
existing ones: from Xavier, 
South Florida, St. John’s, 
Rutgers, Georgetown, Cin-
cinnati, Louisville, Vir-
ginia Tech, Fordham and 
Hofstra.

Red Storm tennis surging
SJU notches titles at Columbia Classic under coach of the year

Dozo’s Lawrence 
shows off talents

Cardozo’s Jermaine Lawrence recently picked up five new high-
major Division I offers. Photo by Denis Gostev

BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

If you’re looking for a 
bright spot in athletics in 
Queens, you don’t have to 
look much further than the 
St. John’s University men’s 
tennis team.

This last year has seen 
them achieve excellence on 
and off the court, an accom-
plishment that any college 
program would brag about. 
Whether it was their pro-
gram best 17 wins or their 
2010-11 Big East Academic 
Excellence Award, the 
team has no shortage of ac-
colades.

The man who is in 
charge of the program is the 
2011 Big East Conference 
coach of the year, Eric Reb-
huhn. He notched his 100th 
career win Feb. 18 and led 
the Red Storm to their first 
national ranking. But these 
accomplishments have not 
come easy.

“There are a lot of ob-
stacles in being able to be a 
successful tennis program 
in the Northeast,” said Reb-
huhn. “It goes to the com-
mitment to the program 
by the university and the 
kids.”

Rebhuhn also believes 
in this commitment when 
he is recruiting student-
athletes. Not only is he 
looking for the best tennis 
players, but students who 
are most likely to succeed 
in the classroom. Maybe 
that is the reason his team 
received the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association All-Ac-
ademic Award for 2010-11.

“I push the goal of hav-
ing and maintaining a 3.5 

GPA overall every semes-
ter,” said Rebhuhn. “At the 
end of the day, they’re stu-
dents first and tennis play-
ers second.”

Last year’s campaign 
saw two of his players se-
lected to the all-conference 
team. The Storm also beat a 
program-best three ranked 
opponents. The team only 
improved this year with 

the addition of University 
of Texas transfer Vasko 
Mladenov, a player Reb-
huhn sees as one of the best 
in the country.

Mladenov has already 
proven his coach right by 
winning the top singles 
championship earlier this 
fall at the Farnsworth/
Princeton Invitational and 
sharing in an A doubles 

championship at this past 
week’s Columbia Classic, 
hosted by Columbia Uni-
versity.

Mladenov has really 
enjoyed his time in the city 
thus far, which has been a 
marked improvement from 
his previous home in Tex-
as. He compared New York 
to his hometown of Sofia, 
Bulgaria. He believes that 
he can grow here as a per-
son and a tennis player.

“There’s so many op-
portunities in every area: 
entertainment, sports, 
medicine, business, eco-
nomics, art, everything 
you can think of … very 
important for me was the 
city,” said Mladenov.

The sociology major 
has been more than im-
pressed with the tennis 
team as well, especially 
with the addition of assis-
tant Coach Omar Altman, 
who was an All-American 
at Pepperdine University. 
Rebhuhn believes he will 
help the team with his top-
level experience.

Rebhuhn’s expecta-
tions seemed to be met last 
weekend at the Columbia 
Classic, in which the Storm 
claimed the B singles title 
and made it to the A singles 
title match, though they fell 
short of the A singles cham-
pionship.

Mladenov’s shared A 
doubles championship was 
also a testament to Reb-
huhn’s hopes for him.

Mladenov is highly op-
timistic of the team’s poten-
tial under the leadership of 
Rebhuhn and Altman.

“I think the team 
is more motivated be-
cause last year was a suc-

St. John’s University men’s tennis Coach Eric Rebhuhn was 
selected as 2011 Big East Conference coach of the year. 

Photo courtesy St. John’s University
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54 St. Francis Prep clears tough stretch, stays hot
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. Francis Prep is 
peaking and at just the 
right time.

This stretch was 
billed as the toughest of the 
season for Terriers with 
games against Regis, Iona 
Prep, Fordham Prep and 
rival Archbishop Molloy 
in a span of two weeks. The 
contest with the Rams was 
postponed because of heavy 
rain and lightning, but that 
hasn’t stopped SFP from 
winning out and playing its 
best soccer of the year.

The Terriers capped 
it off with a 2-0 win over 
Molloy at Kissena Park in 
CHSAA Class AA inter-
sectional boys’ soccer last 
Thursday. The Stanners 
were the lone blemish on 
SFP’s record with a 1-1 tie 
earlier this season.

“I told the guys we are 
at that level, now let’s stay 
there,” SFP Coach Franco 
Purificato said. “The scary 

thing is we can still play 
better.”

The coach believed 
early on his team fed too 

much into the Prep-Molloy 
rivalry. It left them tenta-
tive in the offensive third. 
They were unable to finish 
the chances they created 
and didn’t shoot enough in 
a scoreless first half.

“We really didn’t have 
that fire like we did against 
Iona and Regis,” SFP senior 
midfielder Chris Joseph 
said.

It was an effort play 
by Kenny Redzematovic, 
taking advantage of Molloy 
mistakes in the back, that 
changed all that. It started 
with Joseph flicking a ball 
up the left sideline to Jason 
Gonzalez, who collided into 
a heap with Molloy defend-
ers Ryan Winters and Chris 
Mouzakitis. Redzematovic 
came charging across 
the field and beat charg-
ing Stanners keeper Ryan 
Vesey to the ball. Despite 
the tough angle he guided a 
shot across the goal mouth 
and into the far post in the 
48th minute to give SFP (9-
0-1), ranked No. 2 in the city 

by the new York Post, a 1-0 
lead.

“I had to put a little 
spin on it,” Redzematovic 
said. “It managed to creep 
in.”

Joseph’s goal two 
minutes later did no such 
thing. The explosive senior 
dribbled past a defender at 
the top of the 18 and drilled 
a ball into the lower far cor-
ner to give SFP a 2-0 lead. 
Molly Coach Andy Kostel 

didn’t believe the first goal 
had any effect on the other 
or his team’s emotions.

“I think it was just the 
kid made a good play,” he 
said. “The first one was a 
mistake.”

Kostel thought his 
team had taken a step for-
ward in a dramatic win 
over Fordham Prep earlier 
this week, but he consid-
ered this a step back. The 
ninth-ranked Stanners (4-
3-4) never got going offen-

sively, constantly kicking 
balls directly at Terriers 
keeper Steven Reid, who 
needed 85 stitches in his 
mouth after the first meet-
ing after a mid-air collision 
with Nick Matusewicz.

Molloy’s best chance 
came after St. Francis Prep 
already led 2-0 when Denes 
Kostel, the coach’s son, had 
a shot across the front of 
the net hit off the goal post 
in the 54th minute.

“We were ready to 
play,” Vesey said. “We 
didn’t do it.”

On the other side, the 
Terriers continue to get it 
done. They beat Iona Prep 
1-0, Regis 4-1, and now Mol-
loy. Purificato didn’t want 
his players getting too 
caught up in the rivalry, but 
just keeping the momentum 
they have built going.

“One of the things I 
told them was don’t think 
of it as Molloy,” Purificato 
said. “Think of it as anoth-
er team we got to beat.”

St. Francis Prep players congratulate Kenny Redzematovic after a 
goal. Photo by Lauren Marsh
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Our small size and dedicated staff help young men reach their potential through a values-based 
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�
%���(����)�*��(�)������������+��
,�#),-�����)��������*���()..)��.�
/�0100�1/�2���3�+�2�2���()..)��.45�,����..5.+��6��
777+5�,����..5.+��6�

26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Flushing, New York, 11358 
 
Holy Cross High School was established in 1955 by the Brothers of Holy Cross as the first Catholic high 
school for boys in Queens. 
 
Father Walter Jenkins, C.S.C.    Mr. Joseph Giannuzzi  
President        Principal 

Now accepting on line and in person registration for 
Boys Basketball 2011 and Boys Baseball Spring 2012

For in person registration:
Visit our clubhouse

21-04 202nd Street, Bayside (basement entrance)

Tuesday evenings from 7PM to 9PM-October 18, 25 
November 1 and 8 (Please use street parking only)

 
For on line registration:

www.daconline.net

Clubhouse telephone-347-252-1154 • Email-bbdacsports@aol.com

GIRLS 
Basketball 

Returns to DAC!
In-person registration only 

Tuesday evenings from 
7PM to 9PM 
Oct. 18, 25 

&
Nov. 1 and 8

GIRLS PLAY FEE-FREE THIS YEAR

For more info 
visit, call 
or click:  

DAC 
Message board 

www.daconline.net
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BY MARC RAIMONDI

Sometimes one play can change 
an entire season; sometimes one play 
is really just one play, meaningless in 
the grand scheme of things.

It’s up to Archbishop Molloy to 
decide what its thrilling finish with 
Fordham Prep will prove to be down 
the road.

In the 80th minute, Mike Rodri-
guez’s free kick found Angelo Luongo 
on the right flank and he quickly sent 
a beautiful ball to the middle, which 
Denes Kostel finished sliding with a 
chip over keeper Mark Rajovic’s head. 
Merely seconds later, Molloy had a 2-1 
win Oct. 4 over previously undefeated 
Fordham Prep in a rematch of last 
year’s CHSAA Class AA semifinal, 
won by Fordham.

The Stanners (4-2-4) had been 
struggling, winless in their last four 
games. Despite a subpar second half, 
coughing up a one-goal lead, they es-
caped the Bronx with three points 
and their biggest soccer victory of the 
season.

“It was a lousy second half, but 
we got the win,” Luongo said. “We’re 
hoping we can play like we did in the 
first half the rest of the games. We’re 
gonna be moving forward from here.”

The winning play took a blink 
of an eye to come together. With a tie 
all but a certainty, Rodriguez jumped 
quickly onto a free kick, catching 
Fordham Prep (5-1-3) unaware and 
finding Luongo running up the right 
side. In an instant, with little margin 
for error, Luongo played the ball to a 
sprinting Kostel.

“I saw him making the run,” Lu-
ongo said. “The defender was off by 
a few feet, so I laid him the ball and 
he made a great touch inside. It was a 
great finish by him.”

Added Kostel: “It’s good to score 
a game-winner, especially when we’re 
not winning that many games. We’ve 
gotta win one.”

Andy Kostel, Kostel’s father and 
the longtime Molloy coach, loved Lu-
ongo’s ball and his son’s run. What 
he didn’t like was his team’s entire 
second half. Erick Jara’s 23rd-minute 
goal would not hold up when Mark 
Kramarchuk equalized with a header 

off a Sebastian Palomino cross for 
Fordham. The Rams dominated play 
throughout the final 40 minutes.

In the first half, though, Molloy 
played arguably its best soccer of the 
season against formidable Fordham. 
Chris Mouzakitis played a ball into 
the box and it was bobbled by Rajo-
vic. Jara jumped on the rebound and 
tapped it into the net.

“I want them to play the way they 
did in the first half for 80 minutes,” 
Andy Kostel said. “We controlled the 
play, we really did. We controlled the 
ball movement. It was very good. In 
the second half, it wasn’t there.”

Fordham Prep Coach Pete Mc-
Namara said he was impressed by 
Molloy, that the Stanners are better 
than their record would indicate. He 
also pointed to the physicality of the 
game, the 40 total fouls and six yellow 

cards as giving Molloy the advantage. 
Rams senior Spencer Heitmann left 
the game in the first half with a deep 
muscle bruise.

“That’s their style of play,” Mc-
Namara said. “They played pretty 
well at times, but overall I thought we 
played a lot better. We created chance 
after chance after chance and didn’t 
make the most of them.”

Molloy took advantage of one of 
its lone second-half opportunities on 
an almost perfect play. Will that be 
what the Stanners, who have won two 
of the last three city titles, point to as 
a turning point at the end of the sea-
son?

“We’re gonna play like this from 
now on,” Luongo said. “I’m confident 
in the next few games coming up and 
in the playoffs.”

Archbishop Molloy High School players celebrate a goal against Fordham Prep. 
Photo by Lauren Marsh

St. John the Baptist  
beats CK defense

BY MICHAEL SMOLLINS

All St. John the Baptist 
quarterback Greg Egan and 
the rest of his team could do 
was sit on the sidelines and 
hope their defense could 
make one last stop, as they 
were clinging to a three-
point lead with less than 
two minutes remaining in 
the game.

They would hold their 
collective breath until 
Christ the King quarter-
back James Coleman al-
lowed them to exhale by 
throwing an incomplete 
pass on fourth down seal-
ing a thrilling, 37-34 win 
for SFP in CHSFL ‘AA-A’ 
action Saturday in West Is-
lip, L.I.

“It’s always challeng-
ing when it’s out of your 
hands,” said Egan, who 
went 5-for-12 for 50 yards 
passing. “You just have to 
have faith your defense will 
make the stop.”

St. John the Baptist 
was led by the strong play 
of senior running back Joey 
Farella, who scored three 
touchdowns in the second 
half. Farella had seven car-
ries for 46 yards.

“This win was very 
satisfying,” Farella said. 
“Everybody did what they 
needed to do. The defense 
stepped up huge at the end 
of the game and did a great 
job.”

It was a big win for 
the Cougars (3-2, 3-1), last 
year’s ‘A’ champ, as it was 
able to put a tough 24-17 
home loss to St. Peter’s last 
week behind it.

“Overall, we’re very 
happy we came out with a 
win,” Cougars head Coach 
Keith Schweers said. “I’m 
very happy we came back 
from our loss last week. 
Our guys answered the bell 
today.”

SJB scored just 11 sec-
onds into the game on its 
opening drive and never re-
linquished the lead. Junior 

Christian Turri returned 
the Royals’ opening kickoff 
for a 95-yard touchdown to 
give the Cougars a 7-0 lead 
with 11:49 remaining in 
the first quarter. He would 
later add an interception to 
his day.

Coleman would be a 
thorn in St. John’s’ side all 
game and answered back 
for CK just a little more 
than a minute later with a 
72-yard rushing touchdown 
with 10:23 remaining in the 
first quarter. Coleman had 
a big day for the Royals (0-5 
overall, 0-4 AA-A) going 
8-for-16. He scored three 
touchdowns, including a 
72-yard run and ran for 327 
yards on 24 carries.

St. John the Baptist se-
nior running back Mathieu 
Mocombe had 190 yards on 
24 carries and a touchdown. 
He had one fumble in an 
otherwise flawless game.

“Our offensive line 
did a tremendous job to-
day,” Mocombe said. “They 
opened things up for me to 
have a big day.”

St. John the Baptist 
would keep scoring in the 
second half, but the pesky 
CK offense wouldn’t go 
away — it kept scoring on 
every drive following a St. 
John score, but could never 
catch up.

Coleman would follow 
up each of Farella’s three 
touchdowns with a score 
of his own, two coming on 
completions to wide receiv-
er Jordan Fuchs. Farella 
would score his last touch-
down to put St. John up 
37-34 and finally Coleman 
couldn’t answer.

“We have a really 
young team,” Royals head 
Coach Chris Higgins said. 
“Due to being young, they 
make a lot of mistakes, but 
once the team they are now 
meets the team I know they 
can be, it’ll be something 
real special.”

As for St. John the 
Baptist, the Cougars are 
just glad to walk away with 
a win after a disheartening 
loss last week.

Stanners win in stunner
Molloy prevails in fi nal moments over undefeated Fordham Prep

FOOTBALL

Continued from Page 53

Red Storm
cessful season for the guys,” said 
Mladenov. “This year we’re a stron-

ger team with more of professional 
look.”

Rebhuhn has not lowered his 
standards for the season either. He 
expects nothing but the best from his 
players.

“My goal is to get ranked in the 
top 75 … my second goal is to do well 
in the Big East Tournament and po-
tentially try and win.”
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“I’ve had some great, great, great play-
ers and he has a chance to be very, very 
high on the list,” said Naclerio, who has 
sent three players — Royal Ivey, Rafer Al-
ston and Duane Causwell — to the NBA. 
“Maybe even numero uno.”

Despite the nerves and a slight head 
cold, Lawrence put on a show, several col-
lege coaches in attendance said. He showed 
a soft touch around the hoop, ability to run 
the floor well, score inside and out, finish 
strong around the hoop and rebound and 
block shots at a high level.

One coach said it was the best he’s 
seen Lawrence. Another wasn’t quite as 
impressed — Lawrence was better at Hoop 
Group Elite Camp — but believes he has 
separated himself from the pack in New 
York City, based on potential at least. That 
includes Lincoln sophomore Isaiah White-
head, Christ the King senior Omar Cal-
houn and Archbishop Molloy sophomore 
C.J. Davis.

“Nobody is close to him,” the coach 
said of Lawrence, who led the Judges to the 
PSAL Class AA semifinals last year. “For 
someone his size to have his skill level, he’s 
a freak of nature right now.”

Another coach pointed to a move in 
which Lawrence drove full speed to the left 
side of the paint, showed the ball to the de-
fense, reversed to the baseline and sank a 
fadeaway jumper.

“That was a pro move,” the coach said. 
“His upside is huge. That’s the big word 
with him.”

The one knock on Lawrence is consis-
tency, or the lack thereof. He’ll have quiet 
games against weaker competition, one of 
the coaches in attendance said, when he 
should be dominant. Naclerio amped up his 
schedule this winter in part to challenge 
Lawrence and he plans to split time over 
the AAU season with Positive Direction, 
the only program he’s played for, and one 
of the city’s sneaker-funded powerhouses.

Lawrence wasn’t even aware of the 
new offers until the following day. He was 
appreciative, but not surprised. Naclerio 
has been telling him they would come since 
his freshman year. Of course, he didn’t ex-
pect so many so soon. They won’t change 
how he’s preparing for the season — he has 
yet to begin taking visits — on and off the 
court.

In the summer, Lawrence put in ex-
tra workout sessions in Brooklyn on top of 
AAU trips with Positive Direction and local 
tournaments. His grades are solid; teach-
ers have been complimentary of Lawrence 
of late, Naclerio said. And he has taken on a 
leadership role with his teammates as one 
of the elder statesmen.

And now, the offers are flying in, even 
before his junior year has begun.

“It makes me want to become a bet-
ter player, so I can get more interested 
schools,” Lawrence said. “It makes me 
want to do better.”

Continued from Page 53
Lawrence

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Holy Cross hasn’t 
played all season like a 
young football team. The 
Knights’ highly touted 
sophomores had performed 
well beyond their years and 
nearly pulled a stunning 
upset of league power St. 
Anthony’s last week.

But Holy Cross re-
ally looked its age against 
Mount St. Michael.

“The week of prac-
tice was terrible,” Knights 
Coach Tom Pugh said. 
“They were still walking 
around getting patted on 
the back — for what, I don’t 
know. We lost.”

The overconfidence 
led to a more humbling 
defeat this time as the 
Knights were thoroughly 
beaten 43-0 by the Moun-
taineers in a CHSAL Class 
AAA game Saturday in the 
Bronx. Holy Cross turned 
the ball over eight times. 
Usually sure-armed quar-

terback Yianni Gavalas 
threw four of the team’s six 
interceptions and Cross (3-
2, 2-2 ‘AAA’) also lost two 
fumbles.

“We’ve done it many, 
many times against teams 
— they played great and 
then next week we’ve killed 
them,” Pugh said. “This is 
typical of our league.”

His team had distin-
guished itself as one of the 
league’s premier teams 
in the early season with 
wins over Xaverian and 
Holy Trinity and a 29-19 
loss to St. Anthony’s that 
saw Cross enter the fourth 
quarter with a lead.

Mount (2-2, 2-2), 
ranked No. 8 in the CHSFL 

by the New York Post, came 
into the game losers of two 
straight by a combined 
three points and led just 
7-0 at halftime Sunday. Its 
defense stopped the third-
ranked Holy Cross offense 
twice on fourth down deep 
in Mount territory, includ-
ing a pick in the end zone 
by Najae Brown.

“We knew that’s why 
they got the first one,” the 
coach said. “We gave them 
a short field.”

Bruce Parker Jr.’s first 
of two inceptions to start 
the second half got the rout 
started. Pugh said his se-
niors, just three on defense, 
need to step up moving for-
ward. The young Knights 

need to stop buying into the 
hype around them.

“Young kids read pa-
pers and they believe it,” 
Pugh said. “Seniors in 
this league know you don’t 
read papers. You got to 
play week to week. As soon 
as you think you’re good 
that’s when you get your 
[butt] kicked.”

Holy Cross shows age, fails to score in crushing loss

Holy Cross Coach Tom Pugh said his team fed too much into its 
near upset of St. Anthony’s last week. Photo by Robert Cole

 BAYSIDE LITTLE LEAGUE

for boys and girls between the ages of 5 and 18 years of age 

Registration dates are:
Every Monday evening 7-9pm

& Every Saturday morning
12pm-1:30pm through Nov. 5th

The Little League Club House
25-32 168th St.

(in the lower concourse)

Please bring proof of age and residency and a check or money order

2012
REGISTRATION

Register early don’t miss out playing for the best!
For Registration Application 

visit us at: www.baysidelittleleague.com
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Our Technicians  
Are Proven Pros  

With Certification  
From ASE And  

N.Y. State  
Recognized

NYS 
INSPECTION 

STATION

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto  
Repair Service Station  

Please Call  
The BBB (212) 533-6200  

MEMBER OF  
BETTER  

BUSINESS  
BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

FALL SPECIAL
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

New Anti-Freeze

Battery Pads or Reline Shoes

Dex Cool Anti-Freeze Add $10.00

Only  

$24
Reg. $29.95

$79 $99
$49

Dex-Cool 
Add $10

Most Foreign &  
Domestic Cars  
Includes:   
IO Point Safety  
Check and Up To 5  
Quarts Motor Oil

Rotate tires 
$10.00  extra

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 11.13.11

$20  
Additional For  
Semi-Metallic

TONY PANVINI,
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 11.13.11

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 11.13.11

Coupons must be presented at time of 
estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 11.13.11

Serving 
Bayside  
For Over 
25 Years
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75-10 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS, NEW YORK

877-247-1979
KOEPPELAUTOS.COM

QUALITY PRE-OWNED CAN COST LESS!

OVER 250 HIGH QUALITY PRE-OWNED VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM!
ALTIMA2010

NISSAN

$$1515,980980$15,980
*

4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alarm. Stk#780070. 49K Miles!

*Tax, tags, doc & MV fees additional. Prices include all Factory rebates & incentives. Photo for illustration purposes only. See dealer for complete details. Subject to credit
approval. Ad offers cannot be combined. Not responsible for errors or omissions. All ad Offers expire 72 hours after publication.NYSDMV7068638. NYSDCA0888893

Koeppel Always Delivers Top QualityPre-Owned Vehicles...

ALL vehicles come with 5-DAY EXCHANGE POLICY.ALL vehicles come with 6 MONTH/6,000 MILE WARRANTY.ALL vehicles come with OWNER BOOKS & 2 SETS OF KEYS.ALL vehicles come with CARFAX REPORT.

KOEPPEL HAS AN

A+RATING!

GUARANTEED
CREDIT CENTER!

DRIVE YOUR BAD
CREDIT AWAY!
BANKRUPTCIES AND

FORECLOSURES WELCOME!

YYOOUU’’RREE  AAPPPPRROOVVEEDD!!

If you make $1500 per month
Have a valid state I.D.
Can prove income & residence…CALL OUR TOLL-FREE 

CREDIT HOTLINE 1-888-876-8364 ASK FOR
CYNTHIA

1

2

3

2011 NISSAN JUKE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Cruise. Stk#UN2409. 10K Miles!

$17,890*

2008 BMW 328 XI
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof, Nav, Leather. Stk#780094. 33K Miles!

$28,980*

2010 NISSAN 370Z TOURING
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Alloys, Spoiler, Leather. Stk#UN2366. 4K Miles!

$30,980*

2010 NISSAN MAXIMA
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof. Stk#UN2504. 41K Miles!

$23,480*

2009 INFINITI G37 AWD
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof, Leather. Stk#780139. 46K Miles!

$28,980*

2009 SUBARU FORESTER WAGON
4 Cyl, Alloys, A/C, P/W, P/L, Cruise. Stk#UN1721. 24K Miles!

$18,795*

2008 VOLVO C30
2.0 Turbo! 5 Cyl, Alloys, A/C, P/W, P/L, Leather. Stk#UN1854. 18K Miles!

$17,895*

2010 MAZDA 6i SPORT
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, ABS, Alarm. Stk#780071. 43K Miles!

$15,985*

2010 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY LWB
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys. Stk#780112. 29K Miles!

$18,980*

2009 NISSAN MURANO LE
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Nav, Bluetooth. Stk#780089. 42K Miles!

$28,980*

2010 TOYOTA MATRIX
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alarm. Stk#780137. 32K Miles!

$16,495*

2010 HONDA CR-V
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof. Stk#UN2408. 19K Miles!

$22,980*

2010 FORD MUSTANG
LIKE NEW! 4.0L Engine, 6 Cyl, Auto, ABS, P/W, P/L, Alloys. Stk#780086. 16K Miles!

$18,980*

2011 NISSAN SENTRA SR
CERTIFIED! 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Bluetooth. Stk#UN2527. 4K Miles!

$16,795*

2009 LEXUS RX350 AWD
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Nav, Leather, Sunroof. Stk#780188. 38K Miles!

$32,980*

PRE-OWNEDPRE-OWNEDADVANTAGEADVANTAGEADVANTAGE
PRE-OWNEDPRE-OWNED

Visit Our Truck Lot 
78-15 Northern Blvd.
Queens, New York

2.0 
TURBO

LIKE
NEW!

LIKE
NEW!

CERTIFIED!

CERTIFIED! CERTIFIED!NAVIGATION! NAVIGATION!

CERTIFIED!4WD!AWD!

AWD!

35 
USed Altimas 

In Stock!
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68 total pagesPURCHASE YOUR

 TICKETS TODAY!

Home Opener 

Saturday 
October 29th

Game Starts 7:05 

Aviator 
Sports & Events Center

Brooklyn Aviators vs New Jersey Outlaws 

Home Opener Magnet Schedule Night !!!!
First 500 Fans

After game show Featuring Music By “POOR HOUSE” 
FREE Admission with ticket stub

For tickets call 718-758-7580 www.Brooklynaviators.com
3159 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11234

Home Opener Magnet Schedule Night !!!!
First 500 Fans

After game show Featuring Music By “POOR HOUSE” 
FREE Admission with ticket stub

For tickets call 718-758-7580 www.Brooklynaviators.com
3159 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11234


