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BY JOE ANUTA

After Maspeth bar owner 
George Gibbons Jr. was killed in 
a hit-and-run accident two weeks 
ago, the community and the Gib-

bons family took action to try and 
bring to justice the man suspect-
ed of causing the lifelong Queens 
resident’s death.

On Tuesday morning, more 
than 100 friends and family mem-
bers gathered with Queens law-

makers to offer an ever-increas-
ing reward — it was at $10,000 by 
11 a.m. — to anyone who provides 
information leading to the arrest 
of Peter Rodriquez, 36, who was 
believed to have been driving the 
wrong way down the Long Island 

Expressway service road early 
Oct. 15 when he allegedly struck 
the livery cab Gibbons was riding 
in.

“Peter Rodriquez, if you’re 
watching, you destroyed us in-

Continued on Page 16

Maspeth seeks hit-and-run suspect
Community offers $10,000-plus reward for info about George Gibbons Jr.’s death

Court upholds 
Malakov killers’ 

convictions
BY IVAN PEREIRA

Mazoltuv Borukhova’s re-
venge plot to get back her daugh-
ter has not only put her and her 
distant uncle behind bars for the 
rest of their lives, but it may have 
cost her the chance to see her 
child ever again.

Last week, the state Appel-
late Court denied the Uzbek im-
migrants’ appeal for the 2009 first-
degree murder and conspiracy 
convictions for the cold-blooded 
murder of Borukhova’s estranged 

Continued on Page 15

READY, SET, SLOT

Daisy Rodriguez (r.), of Jamaica, tries her luck at the Resorts World New York opening. See story on Page 3. Photo by Christina Santucci

Page 22

Judge voids Ognibene 
election as GOP head 

Special 24-page supplement
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
After three days in 

Elmhurst General Hospi-
tal, the 21-year-old girl shot 
in the head Oct. 24 in Mas-
peth died from her injuries, 
according to police.

Elijah Stamateris, 
22, of 50-43 64th St., was 
charged with assault and 
criminal possession of a 
weapon, according to a 
criminal complaint filed by 
the Queens district attor-
ney’s office, although those 
charges were expected to 
be upgraded.

Shortly before 9 p.m. 
on the night of the shoot-
ing, Stamateris and Delilah 
Cordoba were sitting with 
at least two other people in 
his living room.

Stamateris pointed a 
loaded gun at Cordoba and 
pulled the trigger, accord-
ing to the complaint.

The bullet hit Cordoba 
in the head and entered her 
brain, the complaint said.

Stamateris then ran 
out of the house and hid 
the gun in the backyard of 
a nearby home, the com-
plaint said. He then car-
ried the injured Cordoba 
out into the street, where 
he left her without calling 
for medical assistance, the 
complaint said.

A neighbor said that 
someone in his house had 
heard arguing near the cor-
ner of 51st Avenue and 64th 
Street, and then a man say 
something to the effect of, 
“I messed up.”

According to the crim-
inal complaint, Stamat-

eris then ran back into his 
house and took an ax to the 
couch where Cordoba was 
sitting when she was shot.

Police and ambulance 
responded to the scene, ac-
cording to the neighbor, 
who saw medics lift the 
woman into the ambulance 
and police break down a 
door in an alley leading to 
the back of the house.

Cordoba was rushed to 
the hospital, where she was 
listed in critical condition, 
according to the complaint.

On Tuesday morning 
at around 11 a.m., a somber 
motorcade led by a black 
hearse passed by the site 
where Cordoba was loaded 

into the ambulance.
About 50 candles had 

been set up along the side-
walk along with bouquets 
of flowers and balloons.

A single picture of Cor-
doba hung on the fence. Ac-
cording to a member of the 
funeral party, it was a pho-
to of her and her boyfriend 
of eight years.

Some mourners in 
the more than 30 cars that 
passed by yelled “I love 
you!” Others stopped to 
take pictures.

Soon after the shooting 
occurred, neighbors were 
shocked to find out that a 
young woman had died.

Other neighbors walk-

ing their dogs through 
the neighborhood said the 
shooting was highly unusu-
al for the relatively crime-
free area.

“I’m shocked,” said one 
woman. “It’s a very quiet 
neighborhood and it’s stuff 
like this that destroys it.”

Another person mill-
ing around the crime scene 
— the front and back of the 
house where one of the sus-
pects reportedly ran were 
still blocked off with police 
tape the day after — said 
the shooting was a trag-
edy since the victim was so 
young.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The Juniper Park 

Civic Association will host 
a news conference outside 
City Hall to show its oppo-
sition to a bill City Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village) recently 
co-sponsored that would 
protect certain illegal im-
migrants from being de-
ported.

“I think it is an insult 
to have our councilwoman 
as a co-sponsor,” said Rob-
ert Holden, president of the 
civic. “How could she do 
this?”

The bill would spare 
deportation for illegal im-
migrants in Rikers Island 
who have no prior arrests 
and have not been charged 
with a crime.

“Crowley thinks we 
don’t have enough crimi-
nals in New York City and 
the state, that we should 
take some from other coun-
tries,” he said to cheers 
from the roughly 50 people 

gathered at the bimonthly 
meeting. “Does anybody 
feel we should protect crim-
inals who are in this coun-
try illegally?”

No one said yes.
A member of the civic 

read a statement from City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
(D-Astoria), who is also 
opposed to the bill and, ac-
cording to Holden, will join 
in the rally along with City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park). 

The legislation, also 
co-sponsored by Council-
woman Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills), would 
modify an agreement that 
the city has with the federal 
government when it comes 
to prisoners on Rikers.

If a person sent to Rik-
ers is currently found to be 
an illegal immigrant, the 
city tells U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
under an agreement called 
the Criminal Alien Pro-
gram.

Delilah Cordoba (inset) was fatally shot in the head in the basement of a Maspeth home. A makeshift 
memorial of flowers and candles was constructed near where the incident happened. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Young woman dead at 21
Delilah Cordova was shot in head in Maspeth following argument

Civic decries Crowley’s 
immigration proposal

Robert Holden (front) explains his opposition to a bill before en-
couraging Lydon Sleeper (c.), chief of staff for City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley, to defend the lawmaker’s position. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued on Page 16
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Throughout the Day!

Thousands fl ock to Aqueduct to test their day one luck
Ozone Park racino’s long-awaited opening draws long lines as gamblers try new video lottery games

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The owners of the Aq-

ueduct racino in Ozone 
Park hit the jackpot Friday 
when thousands of gam-
blers flooded the only video 
gambling casino in the city 
on its opening day.

“I feel kind of lucky,” 
said Yolanda Carta, who 
had been waiting in the 
cold outside Resorts World 
Casino New York since 9 
a.m., four hours before the 
official opening. “It’s not 
too cold to win money.”

Gamblers began wait-
ing in line as early as 7 
a.m. to get into the casino, 
and when the doors finally 
opened at 1 p.m., people 
were cheering and running 
toward the escalators with 
hands raised like they had 
already won.

By the time opening 
weekend had drawn to a 

close, 65,000 people had 
tried their hand at the 
video lottery terminals, 
which are similar to slot 
machines. 

The second floor, 
known as Times Square 
Casino, is as loud as it is 
colorful.

Red recessed lighting 
in the high ceilings and the 
multi-colored carpet below 
act as two bookends to the 
cacophony from video lot-
tery terminals, which were 
legalized in New York state 
a decade ago.

As Blena Tullock rode 
the escalator up to the sec-
ond floor for the first time, 
she gasped.

“It’s beautiful,” she 
said. “Now I don’t have to 
go to Atlantic City.”

Others squealed with 
delight and hurried over 
to one of the blinking ma-
chines with names like 

“Wheel of Fortune” or 
“Thundering Buffalo.”

Ida Brasie and Pat 
Keighron live near the ca-
sino and were invited to 
take a test run of the casino 
Monday night.

They parked them-
selves in front of the same 
machines, which had paid 

dividends when the stakes 
were play money in hopes 
of finding their luck again 
Friday afternoon.

“They gave us play 
money and we had a great 
time,” Brasie said. “We just 
want to have fun. You have 
to know your limits.”

Although some of the 

gamblers were losing cash, 
Michael Speller, president 
of Resorts World New York, 
touted the economic ben-
efits for the community at a 
ribbon-cutting a few hours 
earlier. He reminded the 
audience that the casino, 
which was built within a 
year, currently employed 
1,110 people and will take 
on another 200 in the fu-
ture — like Catherine Ro-
driguez, who was poised 
with a drinks tray before 
the doors were released, 70 
percent of the employees 
are from Queens, accord-
ing to Speller.

Many of the gam-
blers were, too. By 2 p.m., 
an open slot machine was 
hard to come by after about 
3,500 people had gone to 
the casino, according to an 
employee. Thousands more 
were waiting outside to get 
in, but the floor only holds 

a maximum of 5,000.
“This is fantastic!” 

said Richie Santa, who was 
impersonating Elvis on 
opening day. “I feel like I’m 
in Vegas.”

Many of the gamblers 
who filed into the racino 
touted it as a closer alterna-
tive to New Jersey’s Atlan-
tic City.

But Speller said that 
while the racino certainly 
borrows its culture from 
Sin City, it is an experience 
all its own.

“You’re not going to 
find anything like this any-
where else,” he said.

The casino holds 2,485 
machines and a food court, 
and the windows of the cen-
trally located bar look out 
over the race track.

The casino is open 
from 8 a.m. to 4 a.m. seven 
days a week.

John Fazio, of Howard Beach, shows off his winnings — more than 
$200. Photo by Christina Santucci

Get rewarded for every bottle you buy!

Be our guest at the 4th annual Whine, Cheese & Taxes EventSponsored by 
Olson Tax PlanningNovember 12 & 15th. RSVP required; please call the Wine Room

Buy 12 Bottles - Get 10% OFF 
Buy 6 Bottles - Get 5%

Single Bottle? You earn Reward points!

ALSO

Call and register yourself now: 
718-520-1777 or 917-535-9903

Wine Tasting every week two weeks!

96-09 69th Avenue (Between Groton & Harrow Streets) Forest Hills, NY 11375
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Hillcrest High School in Jamaica dropped from a grade of an A last 
year to a C in this year’s high school progress report.

Queens high schools
pass DOE grading

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The city released its 

fifth annual public high 
school progress report 
last week, and for the 2010-
11 school year schools in 
Queens outperformed the 
citywide average, with 98 
percent of schools either 
maintaining or moving up 
or down one grade from the 
previous year.

Across the borough, 29 
schools received the same 
grade they did in 2009-10, 
16 schools improved by one 
letter grade and six schools 
fell by one grade. No school 
in Queens received an F on 
the city Department of Edu-
cation report.

Hillcrest High School 
in Jamaica had the larg-
est disparity between the 
two years, going from an A 
in 2009-10 to a C last year. 
The number of students 
completing their Regents 
at Hillcrest fell, which 
brought graduation rates 
down, leading to the poor 
score.

The DOE cited stricter 
Regents exam standards 
as the reason behind more 
grades declining than in-
creasing across the city. 
The class of 2011 was re-
quired to pass four of the 
exams with a 65 to gradu-
ate. For the first year, the 
progress reports noted 
several college readiness 
metrics, which are being 
phased into the reports 
and do not count toward a 
school’s grade this year.

In Queens, 31.5 percent 

of schools had 50 percent or 
more of their graduating 
students score 65 or high-
er on their Regents — the 
score required to receive a 
degree.

But only 18 percent of 
schools had a 50 percent or 
higher college readiness 
index, which measures 
the percentage of graduat-
ing students to score high 
enough on their Regents to 
test out of remedial course-
work at the City University 
of New York.

So while the DOE 
points out that schools 
have done a better job of 
graduating students since 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
came into office in 2002, the 
top officials recognize the 
shortcoming in preparing 
students for college.

“Our message to 
schools is clear: Students 
need to be meeting a higher 
bar and doing more rigor-
ous work if they are going 
to be ready for life after 
high school,” said city 
Schools Chancellor Den-
nis Walcott. “It’s important 
that our principals, teach-
ers, students and families 
are on the same page in this 
effort and understand the 
goal is not just graduating, 
but graduating college- and 
career-ready.”

Top performing 
schools such as Queens 
High School for the Sciences 
at York College in Jamaica 
and Townsend Harris High 
School in Fresh Meadows 
received A’s and had 100 

2 schools vie for boro campus
Cornell, Stanford submit bids for tech center on Roosevelt Island

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
After a Monday dead-

line, seven universities sub-
mitted plans for a New York 
City campus as part of a 
mayoral initiative to estab-
lish a technical center and 
while there were no bids for 
Queens, two powerhouse 
institutions had an eye on 
Manhattan’s Roosevelt Is-
land, which could bring 
major economic benefits to 
the borough.

Representatives from 
both New York’s Cornell 
University and Califor-
nia’s Stanford University 
said the island’s proximity 
to Queens was a factor in 
their choosing the site.

“Having Queens right 
across the bridge is a ma-
jor asset to our perspective 
because of the development 
opportunities,” said Lapin, 
a spokeswoman for Stan-
ford, last Thursday.

Roosevelt Island was 
one of four sites suggested in 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and the city Economic De-
velopment Corp.’s Applied 
Sciences NYC Plan, which 
wants to entice universities 

to build an applied sciences 
and engineering campus 
somewhere within the city.

Other sites suggested 
by Applied Sciences includ-
ed Governors Island, the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard and 
the Farm Colony in Staten 
Island. But sites in Queens 
were left out despite the ef-
forts of a group called Co-
alition for Queens, which 

under the leadership of 
activist Jukay Hsu, had 
drummed up widespread 
support in the borough for 
Willets Point as a possible 
location.

 Cornell, which is 
partnering on its Roosevelt 
Island plan with Technion-
Israel Institute of Technol-
ogy, has proposed a campus 
that would be more than 2 

million square feet with a 
price tag expected to exceed 
$1 billion, Cornell spokes-
woman Claudia Wheatley 
said last Thursday.

The Cornell NYC Tech 
Campus will offer master’s 
and Ph.D. degrees and will 
be built around multidis-
ciplinary research areas 
rather than traditional 

A rendering of what Cornell University hopes to build on Manhattan’s Roosevelt Island, which could 
be an economic boon to Queens. Image courtesy Cornell

11 out on bail in LIRR pension fraud case
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Eleven people have 
been released on bail in 
what federal prosecutors 
contend was a monumen-
tal fraud scheme by Long 
Island Rail Road employees 
falsely claiming disabili-
ties in order to augment 
their pensions.

“Benefit programs like 
that of the U.S. Railroad Re-
tirement Board disability 
program were designed to 
be a safety net for the tru-
ly disabled, not a feeding 
trough for the truly dishon-
est,” said Preet Bharara, 
U.S. attorney for the South-
ern District of New York.

“And in these tough 
economic times — with 

stretched budgets, rising 
costs, frozen wages unem-
ployed people — it is es-
pecially disheartening to 
think that railroad employ-

ers would tell a train of lies 
to pad their early retire-
ments and that a handful of 
doctors would traffic on the 
credibility of their profes-

sion to promote a culture of 
fraud.”

The federal complaint 
told of investigators con-
ducting surveillance on 
some of the accused while 
they were taking part in 
strenuous physical activi-
ties that would have been 
impossible had they been 
suffering the disabilities 
they claimed.

Nearly all the accused 
were taken into custody 
early last Thursday.

The 74-page federal 
complaint said the scheme 
could cost the federal Rail-
road Retirement Board 
more than $1 billion in ben-
efits “if disbursed in full.”

Barry Kluger (r.), the MTA inspector general, listens as Preet 
Bharara, the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, 
announces charges of disability fraud against 11 defendants of the 
LIRR. AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34
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5Willets Pt. workers stage soccer match
Weekend tournament, art show give visitors a look at another side of the gritty Iron Triangle

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

The Iron Triangle 
became the asphalt rect-
angle Sunday as it hosted 
daylong soccer matches 
along with walking tours 
and sculptures made of 
muffler parts.

A makeshift soccer 
field was constructed near 
127th Street and Willets 
Point Boulevard, with the 
goal posts created by plac-
ing three tires on top of 
each other and the cross-
bar consisted of a pipe 
running along the tires.

At times, the ball 
landed in puddles of 
muddy water or it banged 
against metal siding or 
shipping containers on the 
outskirts of the field.

The event was sched-
uled to begin Saturday 
but was postponed due to 
snow. The finals of the soc-
cer tournament is sched-
uled for Sunday.

“We just wanted to see 

the activities,” said Tana 
Quiloutangy, 14, whose 
father runs an auto body 
business in Willets Point.

The day also featured 
robot sculptures made out 
of muffler parts.

Walking tours of the 
Iron Triangle that pro-
voked discussion of efforts 
to redevelop the area were 
led by Queens Borough His-
torian Jack Eichenbaum; 
Alex White Mazzarella, 
an artist and community 
organizer with the group 
Artefacting, an organiza-
tion that benefits margin-
alized people around the 
world and hosted Sunday’s 
event; and Jose Serrano-
McClain, a community 
organizer with the Queens 
Museum of Art.

Mazzarella said he 
was against the city’s am-
bitious blueprint for the 
blighted area, which have 
included relocating the 
auto-related businesses 
that line the bumpy roads 

of Willets Point.
“This works very 

much like a shopping 

mall,” he said, noting 
drivers from as far away 
as New England patron-

ize Willets Point shops for 
bargain-basement repair 
prices. “All these work-

shops are tied together 
pretty closely.

“People have said, ‘If 
I get relocated, I won’t get 
the clientele,’” Mazzarella 
said. “How efficient is it 
to destroy something just 
because there’s an oppor-
tunity?”

Eichenbaum said he 
has led tours of the area 
because people are fa-
miliar with Willets Point 
through the media but 
gain a better perspective 
of its economy once they 
walk its streets.

“Historically, this 
place twice beat back at-
tempts at redevelopment,” 
he said. “The remarkable 
thing about this area is 
this is land that is ripe for 
redevelopment. It’s got a 
use that’s really antiquat-
ed. but moving [business-
es] around is a political 
problem.”

Eichenbaum said he 
is in favor of a plan that 

Jairo Angel leaps into the air as he warms up for one of the soccer matches played during the Willets 
Point festival. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY IVAN PEREIRA

Even though the first 
sight of her cat after it spent 
two months on the lam in 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport was when he 
was in critical condition in 
a animal ICU, Karen Pas-
coe said she was glad that 
her pet was safe.

Pascoe saw Jack the 
cat during the weekend at 
a veterinarian hospital in 
Forest Hills and said that 
although he cannot eat 
on his own, he is showing 
progress. Vets are waiting 
until the feline can build 
up his strength and recov-
er from the malnurishment 
he suffered while hiding at 
JFK before Jack can finally 
be reunited with his owner 

at her new home in San 
Jose, Calif.

“It felt great to see 
him. It was definitely good 
to spend some time with 
him,” Pascoe said in a 

phone interview.
Pascoe said she was 

relieved when she got the 
news Oct. 25 that American 
Airlines had found Jack in 
the ceiling of the customs 
room at Terminal 8 at the 
airport.

Exactly two months 
earlier, Pascoe was flying 
to California to move from 
Manhattan to her new 
home and planning to take 
Jack and his feline broth-
er Barry with her on the 
flight. The two pets were 
put in kennels and were 
about to be placed in the 
plane when somehow Jack 
broke out and disappeared.

American Airlines 
officials began searching 
for Jack, but their efforts 

Jack the cat recuperating after 
two-month adventure at JFK 

City, feds team up to put 
Jamaica Bay on the map

BY IVAN PEREIRA

The mayor and the fed-
eral government are team-
ing up to not only restore 
Jamaica Bay to its original 
natural state, but also make 
it a prominent destination 
for visitors from around 
the world.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg joined adminis-
trators from the National 
Parks Service, U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior and 
private organizations last 
Thursday to announce the 
creation of a partnership 
and new projects that will 
improve the quality of bay.

The largest initiative 
would connect Jamaica 
Bay with the other ecosys-
tems  in the city and create 

an interconnected network 
of natural locations, ac-
cording to the mayor.

“The agreements with 
our federal, state and phil-
anthropic partners will 
have ...  far-reaching ben-
efits for what may be the 
greatest natural treasure 
lying within the borders 
of any city in the nation — 
Jamaica Bay,” he said in a 
statement.

The 30-square-mile 
ecosystem has lost most 
of its saltwater marsh-
land over the last 70 years 
and various agencies and 
groups have been trying to 
curb the damage. Excess ni-
trogen in the water, which 
is discharged into the bay 
from four nearby wastewa-
ter treatment plants, has 

been killing the greenspace 
from the roots.

The city Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion has pledged $100 mil-
lion till 2020 to upgrade 
those plants so that they 
discharge less nitrogen.

In addition to the DEP 
work, Bloomberg said the 
federal and state environ-
mental agencies will be 
working on studies that fo-
cus on resilience to climate 
change in coastal environ-
ments and improving park 
access for the surround-
ing communities. Those 
studies will be paid for by 
grants from National Grid 
and the nonprofit group the 
Rockefeller Foundation.

The city Parks Depart-

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34Continued on Page 34

Jack the cat is in an ICU and 
will be transported back to 
his owner once he is given a 
clean bill of health by vets. 

Photo courtesy Karen Pascoe
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We’ve Gone Green!
Energy Star© Qualified Lighting 10% OFF

ANY PURCHASE
Up To$150 OFF

 
 

 yellow tagged 

selected items

UP 
TO 50% OFF

* Actual savings may vary based upon efficiency measures selected, 
age of home, appliances, equipment and other factors. 
A participating contractor can help evaluate potential savings.

** Financing, energy audits, and workforce development 
opportunities made available through the Green 
Jobs-Green NY Act of 2009.

Join the thousands of homeowners who have saved 
up to $700 on their annual home energy costs*

NYSERDA’S HOME PERFORMANCE WITH ENERGY STAR® PROGRAM IS ONE 
OF THE NATION’S LEADERS IN MAKING HOMES MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT.
Most New Yorkers qualify for a free or reduced-cost comprehensive home assessment, 
also referred to as an energy audit, and low-interest loans.** Additionally, participants may 
be eligible for cash-back incentives. All our Home Performance contractors are accredited 
by the Building Performance Institute.

For complete information, go 
to nyserda.ny.gov/residential
or call 1-877-NY-SMART.
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Nobel candidate to discuss Middle East struggle
BY JOE ANUTA

  
Most men in Izzeldin 

Abuelaish’s position would 
have called for revenge af-
ter Israeli tank shells killed 
his family in 2009, but the 
two-time Nobel Peace Prize 
nominee will speak in For-
est Hills this month  about 
how he did the opposite.

“People were expect-
ing me to hate,” said Abue-
laish, a 56-year old Palestin-
ian doctor who grew up and 
raised a family in Gaza’s 
Jabalia refugee camp. “Vio-
lence is not going to solve 
any problem. It’s not going 
to help in any way.”

Abuelaish will speak 
Nov. 13 at the Forest Hills 
Jewish Center, at 106-06 
Queens Blvd., about his 
quest for peace following 
the day in 2009 when three 
of his daughters and his 
niece were killed just be-
fore a cease-fire near the 
end of the 22-day Gaza War, 
during which Israel shelled 

the Gaza strip in response 
to rocket fire. .

Abuelaish had been 
phoning in daily reports 
to Israel’s Channel 10 News 
throughout the conflict, 
since the press was barred 
from reporting from within 
the Gaza Strip.

He called into the sta-
tion just after his house was 
shelled Jan. 16, according 
to footage from Al-Jazeera, 
the Qatar-based news agen-
cy. Camera crews then trav-
eled to his home and filmed 
the hysterical doctor as one 
of his surviving children 
was loaded into an ambu-
lance.

But Abuelaish did not 
call for retaliation, he said, 
but instead he resolved to 
take action toward peace.

“I feel anger. I feel 
outrage,” he said in an in-
terview. “But without los-
ing control, I take respon-
sibility to do something to 
change the situation.”

Abuelaish’s hope is 

that Israel can become a 
peaceful neighbor with 
Israel and end decades of 
conflict.

Abuelaish speaks all 

over the world — he was 
recently in South Africa 
and Indonesia — to preach 
a philosophy based on his 
experience as a physician.

“Medicine has one 
face, one culture,” he said. 
“We don’t differentiate be-
tween people. We want to 
do good for everyone.”

Earlier this year, his 
philosophy was published 
in his book “I Shall Not 
Hate.”

He has also started a 
charity in honor of his girls 
called Daughters for Life, 
which gives scholarships to 
women in the Middle East.

Abuelaish had been 
known as a peace activist 
even before the 2009 war.

After he had gone 
through his primary and 
secondary education in the  
same refugee camp where 
he was born, he received a 
scholarship to study medi-
cine in Cairo.

After graduating,  he 
became the first Palestin-
ian physician to practice 
at an Israeli hospital in the 
1990s.

Abuelaish stressed 
that violence is not the so-

lution to peace between 
Palestine and Israel, which 
have been at odds over ter-
ritorial disputes since 1948, 
when the Jewish state was 
formed. But he did sue Isra-
el for compensation for the 
death of his family mem-
bers in December 2010, ac-
cording to an Al-Jazeera 
report. 

The talk, presented 
by the Queens Center Y, 
will take the form of a 
conversation with Mark 
Rosenblum, director of the 
Queens College Center for 
Jewish Studies. It begins 
at 7 p.m.  Tickets are $10 in 
advance and $12 at the door. 
For more information, visit 
centralqueensy.org.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Izzeldin Abuelaish in his Toronto home. 
Photo courtesy Jessica Darmanin
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VOTED #1!
Th e Gold Standard Jewelry & Gold Buyers was Voted #1 Gold Buyer 2011, by 
the LI Press
99% CUSTOMER SATISFACTION RATING
Based on an independent study conducted by Market Research Solutions, Inc.

10 PERMANENT STORES IN NEW YORK, 
Family owned and operated - We are here to stay!

WE ARE YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE
Interviewed by CNN, News Channel 12, Money Magazine, 
Newsday, Daily News & more!
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800-316-7060 
GoldStandardNY.com

SYOSSET
150 Aerial Way

(Off  of Robbins Lane)
CARLE PLACE

349 Old Country Rd.
(1/4 mile east of Meadowbrook)

ROSLYN HEIGHTS
388 Willis Ave.

(1/4 mile South of LIE)
OCEANSIDE

404 Merrick Rd.
(East of N. Oceanside Rd.)

MERRICK
2201 Merrick Rd.

(1 mile East of Meadowbrook)

HEWLETT
1195 Broadway

(3 stores in from Franklin Ave)

FLORAL PARK
254-10 Hillside Ave.

(1 store in from Little Neck Pkwy)

FOREST HILLS
70-58 Austin St.

(1 store in from Continental)

OAKLAND GARDENS
61-21 Springfi eld Blvd.

(Exit 29 off  LIE)
ASTORIA

36-16 30th Ave
(3 stores in from 37th)
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ALL LOCATIONS OPEN 
7 DAYS 10AM-6PM

OPEN LATE WEDNESDAYS 
UNTIL 8 PM

NO APPOINTMENT 
NECESSARY
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GOLD AT RECORD HIGHSCOME SEE US TODAY!99% CUSTOMER SATISFACTION RATING… WE TREAT YOU LIKE GOLD!

BUYING EVENT
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Your wife needs help  
after her stroke and  
she can’t even ask for it.

Now what? 
Skilled therapists from VNSNY can help rebuild her speech,  

movement and memory, while nurses help manage pain,  

monitor vitals and assist with medication. With rehabilitation 

services that enhance the recovery process, the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO SPEAK TO A VNSNY REPRESENTATIVE ABOUT 

THE HOME HEALTH CARE OPTIONS THAT ARE RIGHT FOR YOU.

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG/ANSWERS

PHYSICAL THERAPISTS 
SPEECH THERAPISTS

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS 
REGISTERED NURSES

Our services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

facebook.com/vnsny @vnsny_news

POLICE 

Blotter

ASTORIA — The morning commute 
in Astoria turned into a mad scramble for 
hundreds of people Tuesday morning after 
transit officials say a Q train hit the bum-
per of the N/Q line at the Ditmars Station.

The collision occurred at 7:49 a.m., 
according to Charles Seaton, of the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Authority press 
office.

There were no injuries and officials 
are investigating the cause, Seaton said.

Transit workers hung red tape block-
ing the entrance to the Ditmars Boulevard 
station at about 8 a.m., and service was sus-
pended on both the N and Q trains between 
Ditmars Boulevard and Queens Plaza.

Many commuters raced to Astoria 

Boulevard, where the M60 bus stops en 
route to Manhattan. When already-packed 
buses arrived, several dozen who had been 
waiting at the stop rushed to get on, but the 
majority were turned away.

Several commuters ran into the street 
trying to hail cabs.

“You can’t really replace subway ser-
vice with buses,” Seaton said, explaining 
that a train can hold about 2,000 riders in 
comparison to the 80 able to fit on a bus.

Seaton said shuttle buses in place of 
the N/Q line were put into place about a 
half hour after the crash, and by 1:04 p.m., 
both trains were fully functional, Seaton 
said.

FAR ROCKAWAY — Two Far Rock-
away men were charged with robbery and 
assault after they allegedly tried to steal a 
gun from an undercover officer walking on 
the boardwalk, a spokeswoman for Queens 
District Attorney Richard Brown said.

The undercover was walking his dog 
on the boardwalk in front of 138 Beach 27th 
St. around 6:20 p.m. Oct. 22 when another 
teen pointed to what appeared to be a real 
gun — but was in fact an imitation pistol 
— into his stomach and told him to “give it 
up,” according to the criminal complaint.

As the officer chased the minor, he 
was confronted by David Caraballo, 21, and 
Davone Torres, 19, both of Far Rockaway, 
who told him, “Where the gun? Give up 
your gun, we know you have a gun,” the 
complaint said.

Caraballo then allegedly reached into 
the officer’s pocket and took away the imi-

tation pistol, the complaint said.
The officer then pulled out his gun 

and identified himself as police when a 
struggle for the weapon ensued, the com-
plaint said.

Torres and Caraballo then allegedly 
grabbed the gun, bent the officer’s hand 
backward, causing the pistol to be pointed 
in their direction, the complaint said.

The pistol discharged and fired off a 
round that passed the officer’s ear, another 
struggle occurred and the officer fired off 
shots in the direction of the men, who fled 
the scene, the complaint said.

Caraballo and Torres were arraigned 
Oct. 24 by Queens Criminal Court Judge 
John Zoll on charges of robbery and as-
sault, the spokeswoman said.

Their bail was set at $50,000 apiece 
and they are next scheduled to appear in 
court Monday, the spokeswoman said.

Q train collision creates commute nightmare

Two men unwittingly robbed officer: Brown

LONG ISLAND CITY — Police were 
asking for the public’s help last Thursday 
in finding a suspect wanted in a shooting 
in Long Island City.

The victim was involved in a dispute 
with the suspect, identified as 33-year-old 
Saul Chavez, around 1:15 p.m. Oct. 21 in 
front of 807 Astoria Blvd. in Long Island 
City, when Chavez allegedly pulled out a 
gun and started firing, police said.

The victim was struck in the left thigh 
and taken to Elmhurst Hospital, where he 
was treated for his injuries, police said.

Chavez then allegedly fled the scene, 
police said.

Chavez was described as about 5-foot-3 
and weighing 125 pounds. He was last seen 
wearing a black hood over his head, police 
said.

Anyone with information on Chavez’s 
whereabouts was asked to call Crime 

Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS. The public can 
also submit tips by logging on to nypd-
crimestoppers.com or texting tips to 274637 
and entering TIP577.

Police say they are seeking information 
about Saul Chavez’s whereabouts. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

Suspect in October LIC shooting sought by cops
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
A former Woodhaven 

resident pleaded guilty last 
week to murdering and dis-
membering his wife in 2007, 
but the deal he cut for 20 
years behind bars seemed 
like just the latest disap-
pointment to activists who 
worked to turn what was 
initially a missing persons 
case into a murder investi-
gation.

Enrique Lugo is the 
director of the Corona Na-
tional Community Center, 
which played a central role 
in searching for Reyna de 
los Santos when she disap-
peared after a June 19 ar-
gument with her husband, 
44-year-old Edwin Fuentes, 
in their apartment at 78-17 
88th Road.

“There was no need 
for a deal,” Lugo said in an 
interview, “I suspect that 
he was protected by some-
one.”

Lugo thought that 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown should 
have prosecuted Fuentes 
rather than accepting a 
plea deal and tried to get 
life in prison for the grisly 
murder, which left two 
children motherless, one of 
whom is autistic.

But a spokeswoman for 
the DA’s office said the plea 
deal was a way to assure 
that Fuentes did time.

Two factors likely led 
to the decision to offer a 
deal to Fuentes, she said.

First, if the case went 
to trial there would have 
been a chance that Fuentes 
would have been found not 
guilty.

And the deal, which 
was hashed out with the 
blessing of de los Santos’ 
family, spared the victim’s 
daughter, now 13, from tes-
tifying on the stand.

 Fuentes, a former 
butcher, admitted that 
he strangled his wife and 
then cut up her body, plac-
ing part of it in a suitcase 
he hid in Forest Park, the 
Queens DA said.

Teenagers discovered 

the suitcase containing the 
remains about a year later, 
and dental records matched 
those of de los Santos, the 
DA said.

As part of the plea 
deal, Fuentes showed po-
lice where the remainder 
of the body parts are hid-
den, the DA said, and the 
NYPD located a bag of what 
appeared to be human re-
mains in Forest Park Tues-
day.

Lugo’s distaste over 
the deal stems from the 
fact it took more than 2 
1/2 years to make an ar-
rest in the case, which he 
has said was influenced 
by racial discrimination 
and intentional ignorance 
on the part of police. Lugo 
has even suggested that 
Fuentes was a police infor-
mant of some type and that 
the NYPD was deliberately 
protecting him.

In addition, he said the 
case illustrates how author-
ities do not exercise their 
full power when minor-
ity women report domestic 
violence or are reported 
missing.

“What appears to be 
a triumph for justice in 
reality is not a victory in 
a double-standard system 
when Latina women are 
the victims,” Lugo said in 
a statement. “Although I’m 
not satisfied with the out-
come of the trial, I will not 
raise the accusatory finger 
of what went wrong in this 
case.”

But Lugo has raised 
that finger numerous times 
since 2007.

Initially after de los 
Santos went missing, Lugo 
and the community center 
started a tips hotline and 
put out missing person 
posters, he said.

But as the communi-
ty’s suspicions of Fuentes 
grew, Lugo compiled a dos-
sier of evidence and pub-
licly called on the NYPD to 
investigate the husband.

“From Day 1 I made it 
clear to the authorities that 
Reyna’s husband, Edwin 
Fuentes, was responsible 
for her disappearance,” 
Lugo said in a 2010 state-
ment shortly after Fuentes 
was arrested.

But the DA said the in-
vestigators needed time to 
put all the pieces together, 
since it took time to identi-
fy the remains found in the 
park and then to determine 
with a degree of certainty 
that Fuentes was respon-
sible.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

EDWIN FUENTES

Ilan Grapel (second r.) is surrounded by his father Daniel Grapel, 
lawyer Abbe Lowell, mother Irene Grapel and Congressman Gary 
Ackerman after arriving in New York Saturday morning. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Egypt releases Grapel 
after nearly 5 months

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
After 4 1/2 months of 

detainment in an Egyptian 
jail on espionage charges, 
Oakland Gardens native 
Ilan Grapel walked down a 
hallway at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport’s 
Terminal 4 and into the 
arms of his family Satur-
day morning.

Grapel’s release was 
negotiated between Egyp-
tian and Israeli authorities 
and U.S. Rep. Gary Acker-
man (D-Bayside), whose of-
fice the 28-year-old Grapel 
interned for as a teenager.

Grapel, an Emory 
Law School student, was 
scheduled to leave Israel 
for Queens midnight Sat-
urday, but his plane was 
delayed for two hours due 
to mechanical problems 
and touched down at JFK at 
around 9:30 a.m. Saturday.

He was swapped for 25 
Egyptians held in Israeli 
jail, most of them serving 
time for drug smuggling.

The Oakland Gardens 
native said his life flashed 
before his eyes while being 
held in solitary confine-
ment in an Egyptian jail, 
thinking of bygone days 
playing basketball in South 
Jamaica and other memo-
ries from his youth.

Grapel said he was 
treated well by his captors.

“Nothing physically 
happened to me,” he said, 
explaining that he received 

medical checkups and was 
offered fish from the Nile 
River as well as chicken 
and vegetables when he 
did not have an appetite for 
fish.

The 27-year-old said he 
had “pestered” Ackerman 
in the past for recommen-
dations for college and law 
school.

“I didn’t think I’d need 
a recommendation that I 
wasn’t a spy,” he said.

Grapel spoke with his 
family on the phone every 
two weeks, which he said 
helped him cope.

“To hear from my 
mother … it helped,” he 
said.

Ackerman said Gra-
pel’s ordeal began when he 
decided to check out the 
protests in Cairo’s Tahrir 
Square and a man charged 
him $1 to hold up a sign and 
have his picture taken.

“He had the perfect 
profile” of a spy, Ackerman 
said, noting that Grapel 
has dual United States and 
Israeli citizenship, served 
in the Israeli armed forces 
as a paratrooper and spoke 
fluent Hebrew and Arabic.

“He was the kind of 
kid if he wasn’t in jail for 
the last 4 1/2 months might 
have been in Zuccotti Park,” 
the congressman said.

Grapel was working in 
Cairo with a non-govern-
mental organization to help 
relocate Sudanese refugees 
who were stuck in Egypt.

Killer’s plea called raw deal
Queens DA defends agreement with Woodhaven man who dismembered wife 
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Beep must not back Creedmoor proposal
An open letter to Bor-

ough President Helen Mar-
shall:

Y
ou are aware of the 
strong community 
opposition to the 
proposed plan on 

the grounds of Creedmoor 
as put forth by the Indian 
Cultural and Community 
Center. Your representa-
tives have attended some 
if not all of the meetings in 
the Bellerose area on this 
subject and can confirm 
that the following neigh-
boring civic associations 
have strongly opposed this 
proposal.

These are the Creed-
moor, Bellerose Hillside, 
Rocky Hill, North Belle-
rose, Queens Colony and 
Bellerose Commonwealth 
civic associations, to name 
a few.

Our opposition to this 
plan has been reported ex-
tensively in the Little Neck 
Ledger. The original intent 
was to have a one-story 
building with an athletic 
field and parking for mem-
bers of the ICCC. It now has 
metamorphosed into a two 
nine-story-tower, high-rise 
residential development — 
the plans of which seem to 

change daily — and which 
currently violates the zon-
ing laws of the area.

All of our other local 
elected officials — City 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens), state 
Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Little Neck) and 
state Senator Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) — have pub-
licly opposed this plan. 
I am urging you, as our 
borough representative, to 
voice your position in this 
matter, as it affects a large 
number of your constitu-
ents and all the civic as-
sociations’ membership in 

the area.
Recalling the excel-

lent and thoughtful plan-
ning your predecessor, 
Claire Shulman, had for 
the grounds of Creedmoor, 
I am requesting that you 
oppose this latest ICCC pro-
posal. The above civic asso-
ciations believe it would set 
a dangerous precedent and 
change the character of one 
of the city’s last single-fam-
ily residential neighbor-
hoods in Queens.

Virginia Salow
Bellerose

FEELING LUCKY?
History was made Friday when Aqueduct Racetrack 

opened Resorts World Casino New York City. According 
to the casino operators, 65,000 people jammed the slot ma-
chines and gaming tables during the opening weekend 
while thousands of would-be gamblers waited in the cold 
for their chance to play.

In addition to the 2,300 VLT machines, the casino also 
includes 200 electronic table games like roulette and bac-
carat.

But not everyone is happy. Critics say the table games 
violate the spirit of the state’s ban on casino games. Others 
say the casino will increase area crime.

We doubt the slot machines and other games will en-
courage crime. The casino will be open until 4 a.m. with 
heavy security. It could cause crime to decline.

There are two groups that will not benefit from the ca-
sino: gamblers who cannot control their habit and casinos 
in nearby resorts.

In its defense, Resorts World Casino, still under con-
struction, claims it will employ 1,400 construction work-
ers and 1,350 permanent casino employees. With unem-
ployment above 10 percent in southeast Queens, it is hard 
not to see this as a plus for the area.

Adding to the excitement, racing resumed at Aque-
duct this week.

Although we have reservations about gambling and 
the problems it can cause, we are hopeful Resorts World 
New York City will be a shot in the arm for southeast 
Queens. We wish it success.

SON OF QUEENS FREED
It was not justice — not even close — but it was a wel-

come outcome nonetheless.
Ilan Grapel, a law student from Oakland Gardens, 

was freed last week from a prison in Egypt where he was 
being held on trumped-up spying charges.

In return for freeing Grapel, Israel released 25 Egyp-
tian prisoners. Israel has given assurance that none of the 
prisoners it released are believed to be terrorists, but some 
were in prison on drug charges.

The deal, which was made possible by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. Rep. Gary Acker-
man, defused a potential crisis between Israel and Egypt.

Still, we hope Ackerman made it clear that this can-
not happen again. Innocent Americans cannot be used as 
bargaining chips.
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Pol should make peace between halal market, Bellerose
An open letter to state 

Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side):

I 
have family in Glen 
Oaks and they shop at 
Super Halal Meat in 
Bellerose. We enjoy the 

shopping experience and 
would have to travel far-
ther to another specialty 
market that specifically ca-
ters to Muslims with halal 
products.

We believe that every 
business needs to comply to 
laws to keep customers and 
the public safe and also to 
be good neighbors.

But what I do not ap-
preciate is that it seems 
that with your public vow 
to close the market you 

indicted, convicted and 
sentenced this business to 
death in the court of your 
own mind with the jury 
being the neighbors on the 
block or close by in opposi-
tion.

This is America, the 
land of capitalism, and 
with our delicate eco-
nomic climate no senator 
in America should vow to 
close a business down with-
out due process afforded to 
all constituents to make the 
necessary corrections to be 
within the law.

I am sure racism is not 
an issue with your office, 
but in following the story 
every protester seems to be 
of Caucasian decent, which 

in Community Board 13, 
which includes Bellerose, 
amounts to 20 percent. I 
did not see the other races 
which make up the rest of 
the geographic population. 
Can we blame the owners 
for feeling discriminated 
against?

I hope and pray that 
you were not offended or 
have taken the matter per-
sonally. You have to take 
the high road and bring 
peace to your constituents, 
not join in their fight by 
leading the protest or, God 
forbid, take sides.

Wasn’t this business 
presented to the communi-
ty board for permission to 
proceed with zoning? Isn’t 

it then that the community 
board presents the com-
munity with the proposed 
business and then it has a 
right to a public hearing? 
I am not sure of those laws 
and how they work, but 
given my little experience 
with my own community 
board, this is more or less 
the way it works.

It is too late for “not 
in my backyard” after the 
large investment this busi-
ness has invested and con-
tinues to invest to make 
amends with its neighbors. 
The witch hunt is on be-
cause they failed to attend 
their community board 
meetings.

They blame the market 

for rats, which are in every 
city in the world. With no 
one to stop them, four rats 
breeding can multiply to 1 
million in one year.

The residents are seek-
ing whatever they can get 
their hands on to get this 
business out after it has 
been established, and that 
seems unfair to the busi-
ness.

My heart goes out to 
it. Its owners have a choice 
of selling their property 
now before the unrelent-
ing campaign against them 
brings so much publicity 
that it may lower property 
values.

You have no legal re-
sponsibility or obligation 

to respond to me, as I do 
not live within your juris-
diction, but I shall forward 
a copy of this letter to my 
own state senator.

I implore you to pro-
mote small businesses and 
make peace in your juris-
diction. I pray you heed 
this advice. Politicians are 
not in office to destroy busi-
nesses based on allegations 
and the wants of minority 
opposition. They eventu-
ally have to comply with 
the letter of the law within 
a statute of limitations.

Joe Anthony Sierra
Staten Island

Don’t put bleachers in Crocheron Pk

O
n March 29, 1995, an 
illiterate letter — 
replete with more 
than a dozen errors 

in grammar and spelling, 
including “bleaches” in-
stead of “bleachers” — was 
sent to Community Board 
11 by a person who called 
himself “Commissioner 
of Bayside Little League,” 
requesting that bleachers 
be installed in Crocheron 
Park, across from the resi-
dential area that had been 
represented by the East 
Bayside Homeowners As-
sociation for two decades at 
that time.

The EBHA then led 
the opposition to that pro-
posal, which was subse-
quently turned down by CB 
11 and the city. I was not 
yet a member of CB 11 and 
neither were many of the 
current members, but I pre-
dicted that the bleachers is-
sue would probably return 
to hassle our community.

And it has. It appears 
the proposal’s sponsors ex-
pect us to forget the past.

Due to a prior commit-
ment, I could not attend the 
Oct. 19 CB 11 Parks Com-
mittee meeting, but if I had 
been able to I would have 

stressed the following be-
fore any decision by that 
group:

1. I have lived a few 
blocks from Crocheron 
Park for 71 years and 
played there as a kid. In 
the decades since, I have 
observed how “overuse” by 
the Little League has grad-
ually degraded that which 
was formerly pristine into 
what you find today, with 
a great increase in danger-
ous traffic noise, litter and 
de-greening, particularly 
as Little League use has in-
creased its number of ball-
fields hours and days in the 
16 1/2 years since the 1995 
request to us.

2. Since bleachers can-
not be removed after each 
game, once installed they 
would be available each 
night all year to teenagers 
for drinking and partying 
and homeless people for 
beds. With neither fencing 
or guards to prevent such 
use, this would severely 
affect the neighborhood 
at night, putting a further 
strain on the 111th Pre-
cinct’s resources and risk 
a terrible tragedy, like the 
murder of the teenage girl 
behind PS 203 three de-

cades ago.
3. With the city perpet-

ually going broke, how can 
anyone justify spending 
money on something that is 
not essential? Little League 
backers could pool their 
fortunes and buy a piece 
of land somewhere where 
they could have bleachers, 
but I think that is less like-
ly than me being made king 
of England.

4. I request a copy of 
the petitions CB 11 has re-
ceived to check addresses 
and find if any of them live 
adjacent to Crocheron Park 
or if all of them are resi-
dents of areas that would 
not be affected by this.

For these reasons — 
and the disturbing news 
that residents near Cro-
cheron Park were not noti-
fied about this proposal — I 
ask CB 11 members to vote 
no. If this proposal comes 
to a vote Nov. 7, show your 
support of those residents 
whose quality-of-life would 
be severely affected by this 
ill-conceived change to the 
park.

Frank Skala
Bayside

Middle class will pay for jobs bill

A
s the great recession 
of 2011 continues 
unabated, protests 
against the dire 

economic conditions con-
tinue to occur and are now 
spreading to other parts of 
the country. The president 
continues to press for the 
passage of his jobs creation 
bill, but Congress is balk-
ing.

Again, there is politi-

cal infighting in Washing-
ton, D.C. The question con-
tinues to be who is going 
to foot the bill for this jobs 
creation bill? The answer 
is that it will be inevitably 
passed along to the Ameri-
can taxpayer, who is al-
ready overburdened with 
many other crushing fi-
nancial expenses.

The president said at 
a recent press conference 

that he understands the 
frustration of the protest-
ers. Terrific! This country 
continues to descend into 
what will become an eco-
nomic Armageddon — and 
this will end up becoming a 
major economic meltdown.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

CORRECTION
The Oct. 27-Nov. 2 Dishing with Dee column should have said that Toby Slawsky was in attendance at the 
“Vintage Whimseys” sale.

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Dishing 
with Dee

O
n Tuesday evening, 
state Sen. Tony 

Avella held a 60th 
birthday party cel-

ebration for himself at An-
tun’s in Queens Village. 
It was a rather small, inti-
mate party, but a pleasant 
one full of well-wishers.

Tony, if you thought 
the years flew by before 
now that you have passed a 
milestone, all you can do is 
scratch your head and ask 
where did all the time go? 
Have a happy birthday and 
may you get what you want 
and want what you get.

Some of the people 
who helped Tony celebrate 
his birthday were Chuck 

Schumer, Michael Gia-

naris, John Sampson, 
Letitia James and Steven 

Chen.
After Tony’s party, a 

number of us wandered off 
to attend the Bayside Hills 
Civic Association’s “World 
of Politics and Its Ethics.” 
As one wag said, “That title 
sounds like an oxymoron.”

The speakers were Ed 

Braunstein, Mark and 
David Weprin and Aman-

da Kohut representing 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner. The 
evening was rounded off 
with speakers Bob Freder-

ich and Steve Behar. You 
know Queens is quite the 
savvy political county, so I 
am glad I live here.

On Wednesday after-
noon, the state Conserva-
tive Party held its annual 
National Affairs Platform 
at the New York Athletic 
Club. The issues ran the 
gamut from the U.S. Con-
stitution to our current 
debt situation, plus a dozen 

other items.
The party is also inter-

viewing candidates it will 
consider supporting in the 
2012 election cycle. The pre-
sentations were followed 
by a cocktail party. It was 
a most informative after-
noon.

The guest list was a 
who’s who in the conserva-
tive political world. I hate 
to mention names, as you 
will forget someone, but 
here goes anyhow. The peo-
ple I was personally able 
to speak with were ex-Gov. 
George Pataki, former 
gubernatorial candidate 
Carl Paladino, U.S. Rep. 
Michael Grimm, Staten 
Island District Attorney 
Dan Donovan, Sen. Marty 

Golden, Queens County 
Conservative Chairman 
Tom Long and John Hag-

gerty, who said, “His recent 
trial was only Round 1.”

So stay tuned. From 
the synopsis of the daily 

trial, there was much left 
unanswered, including an 
explanation of election law 
legality. I guess we will get 
more details in Round 2.

Do you think it was 
a coincidence that all this 
was timed to be aired in the 
midst of the battle for the 
Queens Republican chair-
manship? It sounds like a 
smear campaign to destroy 
the opposition’s credibility 
on the basis that you are 
guilty by association. That 
issue is also before the 
courts at the present time. 
We shall see how that plays 
out.

Last Thursday was 
the 45th anniversary of 
the founding of York Col-
lege, held at the school’s 
Performing Arts Center. 
The emcee was the Judge 
George Grasso, class 
of 1980. One of the other 
alumni speakers was the 
Judge Jeremy Weinstein, 
class of 1971. Special guests 

were the former 27th Dis-
trict City Councilman Ar-

chie Spigner and former 
Borough President Claire 

Shulman.
The evening’s presen-

tation of the Distinguished 
Service Award was pre-
sented to Milton G. Bas-

sin; the presenter was Dr. 
Marcia V. Keizs, the col-
lege president.

It was under Bassin’s 
leadership that the col-
lege had 20 years of steady 
growth and the fulfillment 
of its hope of permanent fa-
cilities and the state-of-the-
art campus that all enjoy 
today.

On Saturday we drove 
to the Javits Center for the 
last day of a photo expo and 
got caught in the blizzard 
on the way home. Could you 
believe a snowstorm in Oc-
tober? Go figure. The photo 
exhibit was great and we 
ran into old friends. Driv-
ing through Manhattan the 

storm was pretty bad, but 
when we arrived home in 
Beechhurst, there was only 
drizzling rain.

On late Sunday after-
noon, the Polish Ameri-
can Congress’ Downstate 
New York Division held its 
October Polish American 
Heritage Month Cocktail 
Party and Awards Dinner 
at the Polonaise Terrace in 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn.

Three Queens recipi-
ents of the Polish American 
Congress were city Comp-
troller John Liu, Supreme 
Court Justice Greg Lasak 
and yours truly. Kudos to 
downstate President Frank 

Milewski and my good 
friend Chet Szarejko. Oth-
ers present from Queens 
were Barbara and Ralph 

Barba, Lois Marbach, 
Debbie Markell, Matt Sil-

verstein and Jim Darmos. 
It was a great evening.

I look forward to your 
voice mails at 718-767-6484.

John Haggerty makes promise for a Round 2 in court

Bloomberg must swiftly put an end to Wall St. protest

T
he Occupy Wall 
Street protest con-
tinues. It seems that 
most of those protest-

ers do not intend to leave 
any time soon unless com-
pelled to do so.

When the First 
Amendment was adopted 
by Congress in 1791 after 
being submitted by James 
Madison, our founding 
fathers could never have 
imagined that it could be 
used to justify the Wall 
Street situation that has 
developed over the last few 
weeks. The First Amend-
ment speaks of “the right of 
the people peaceably to as-

semble, and to petition the 
Government.” What has 
been happening in lower 
Manhattan recently goes 
beyond that amendment’s 
requirements.

We have had other 
demonstrations of a simi-
lar nature in the past, the 
most notable being the 
Bonus March in 1932 dur-
ing the Great Depression, 
when 15,000 World War I 
veterans converged on our 
nation’s capital and set up 
an encampment on vacant 
lots and empty government 
buildings.

They were lobbying 
for the immediate payment 
of bonuses for the military 
service that were not due 
to be paid until 1945. Presi-
dent Herbert Hoover used 
U.S. Army troops to vacate 
the so-called Bonus Army. 
At that time, there was a 
wave of sympathy for the 
Bonus Marchers through-

out the nation.
Today, the situation is 

different. A group of mostly 
young people have set up 
a shantytown dwelling in 
Lower Manhattan, right 
next to the financial dis-
trict, and apparently are set 
to continually use various 
forms of demonstrations to 
destabilize the workings of 
our financial institutions. 
They seem to have no clear-
ly defined goals. We know 
what they are against, but 
what are they for?

Questions have arisen 
to form a sharp dialogue 
as to whether the First 
Amendment rights mean 
the right to live in open 
streets and parks of our city 
as a means of social protest, 
because this type of behav-
ior has an impact on our 
city living environment. 
The amount of law enforce-
ment time is continually 
rising, since the police are 

responsible for controlling 
these demonstrations and 
making sure they do not get 
out of hand. The cost factor 
continues to rise.

Residents of the area 
around Zuccotti Park are 
increasingly expressing 
criticisms of the protesters. 
They are especially criti-
cal of the unsanitary living 
conditions within the en-
campment and their effect 
on adjacent neighborhoods. 
These residents are becom-
ing more vocal at their lo-
cal civic associations and 
community boards.

As we look to the im-
mediate future, it is of in-
creasing concern that the 
protesters living under 
crude living conditions in 
Zuccotti Park may be sub-
ject to infectious diseases 
that could spread beyond 
the park.

And as winter is fast 
approaching, the cold 

weather will lead to make-
shift heating arrangements, 
which could lead to fires 
occurring. Manhattan has 
had numerous fires in the 
past, particularly during 
the 19th century. These are 
real concerns that need to 
be considered when assess-
ing the entire situation.

In Albany, a group of 
young protesters have occu-
pied Academy Park across 
from the capitol. Like May-
or Michael Bloomberg, the 
mayor of Albany, Jerry Jen-
nings, is reluctant to evict 
the protesters. If this pro-
test becomes permanent, it 
could have the effect of dis-
rupting our state govern-
ment in the near future.

The time has come for 
the New York City govern-
ment, led by the mayor, to 
take action against this 
type of political and social 
protest. Bloomberg thinks 
of himself as a libertarian. 

That was evident several 
weeks ago when he first 
indicated that the Occupy 
Wall Street protesters could 
stay as long as they wanted 
to. It seems he is now hav-
ing second thoughts about 
that.

By refusing to take 
firm action and remove the 
demonstrators from Zuc-
cotti Park, he is projecting 
himself as a leader who is 
weak and indecisive.

Bloomberg can negoti-
ate with the demonstrators 
and possibly find living ac-
commodations for them in 
homeless shelters, but the 
line has to be drawn some-
where. We cannot have a 
large group of people living 
in the streets and parks at 
night in the city. The risks 
and dangers are increas-
ing.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
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Kowald 
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I Sit And 
Look Out

I 
think music has been 
a part of my life since I 
was old enough to hear. 
My parents were not 

musicians, but they loved 
music and had good sing-
ing voices. So has my sister, 
Elizabeth, and my father’s 
sister, my Aunt Maud Gal-
lagher, and her son Harry.

I started singing at 
an early age. One of my 
memories is of being placed 
standing up on the bar in 
Tom Mooney’s saloon one 
night on Rivington Street 
on the Lower East Side and 
singing “It’s Only a Shanty 
in Old Shanty Town.”

I remember most of 
the song. What was a pre-

school kid doing in a sa-
loon? Tom was a political 
district leader and I doubt 
anyone challenged what 
he did in his place. I don’t 
remember being given an 
alcoholic drink.

I learned to whistle at 
an early age and still in-
dulge in the habit. When I 
worked for a corporation 
in Manhattan, I learned 
that the CEO was a whis-
tler, too, and on occasion I 
would hear him in the hall-
ways of the executive floor. 
He might have heard me 
as well, but we were never 
rivals.

I remember doing 
homework while listening 
to WQXR when we lived in 
Elmhurst. Neither of my 
parents knew any technical 
matters of music and their 
knowledge of what we call 
classical music might have 
been limited to listening to 
records of Enrico Caruso. 
It seems that at one time ev-

eryone in America listened 
to Caruso records.

I took one year of pia-
no lessons when I was an 
adult. My sister remembers 
having a player piano in 
the apartment where I was 
born on Tompkins Street 
— now the FDR Drive — on 
the Lower East Side. She 
took piano lessons when 
she was a child and sang in 
a church choir at an early 
age.

For one term I sang in 
the Newtown High School 
choir. I sang for a few years 
in the Queens College Cho-
ral Society. Since early 2008, 
I have been a member of the 
choir of the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Forest Hills, 
where I have been a mem-
ber for many years. David 
Yurick, the organist and 
choir director, is a fine mu-
sician and knows how to get 
the best responses not only 
from the choir but from the 
congregation.

My first records were 
a set called “The Heart of 
La Boheme,” with a young 
Licia Albanese and Benia-
mino Gigli. It was wonder-
ful and it hooked me on 
opera, especially Puccini. I 
was fortunate to see or hear 
Albanese many times at the 
Metropolitan Opera and to 
me she is one of the great 
singers of my time. I mea-
sure all singers against her 
and her frequent partner, 
the tenor Jussi Bjorling.

The record she and 
Bjorling made of Puccini’s 
“Manon Lescaut” is a gem. 
The elegance and passion 
of their singing is extraor-
dinary. Albanese’s record-
ings of “La Traviata” and 
“La Boheme” with Tosca-
nini are classics. She was 
Toscanini’s favorite sopra-
no.

The power of music has 
struck me many times, per-
haps first when my nephew 
Eugene was visiting my par-

ents and me in Elmhurst. 
I had a recording of the 
“Addio alla Madre” from 
Pietro Mascagni’s “Cavel-
leria rusticana,” in which 
Turiddu cries out “Mama!” 
several times. Eugene was 
not in pre-school when he 
heard this. He began to cry 
and wanted his mother so 
desperately as the result of 
that music that his father 
had to come from Brooklyn 
to take him home.

I did not appreciate 
chamber music until Elaine 
took up the cello some 
years ago. In a concert in 
Brooklyn Heights, during 
the playing of Beethoven’s 
“Archduke” trio, one of the 
movements was particular-
ly moving to me and I real-
ized during that Andante 
how much music has meant 
in my life and what a plea-
sure and source of comfort 
it has been to me.

The next day, I saw 
Verdi’s “Don Carlo” at the 

Whitestone Cinemas and 
again experienced the 
power of music to reach not 
only my emotions, but my 
thoughts as well. Two mas-
terpieces within 24 hours 
was an exceptional treat.

I have many favorites, 
in opera and other forms 
of classical music, but the 
more I hear Johann Sebas-
tian Bach, the more I un-
derstand how music can be 
a tremendous influence on 
our lives. To me, he was a 
genius beyond compare.

Some years ago, I 
read that someone said 
Mozart wrote for the soul, 
Beethoven wrote for the 
mind and Bach wrote for 
God. You do not have to be 
a believer to treasure the 
magnificence of all three 
composers, as well as so 
many others, whose music 
has enriched our lives be-
yond any estimation.

Music has had deep, enriching effect on life of columnist

Thank you for your support 
during the past four years.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY RICHARD A. BROWN

Your vote is important
Please vote on November 8, 2011

Polls Open 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Paid for by the Citizens for District Attorney Richard A. Brown
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HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 

BY JOE ANUTA
  
Advocates for a park 

at the St. Saviour’s site in 
Maspeth are hoping the 
state will change its mind 
and provide crucial funds 
for the project’s future.

The state Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation pledged to dish out 
$7 million in green proj-
ects to compensate for the 
Newtown Creek Wastewa-
ter Treatment plant’s role 
in polluting the waterway 
of the same name , and the 
winning suggestions were 
announced Friday.

The state budgeted 
$75,000 for one of two proj-
ects at St. Saviour’s, which 
is a lot where a church used 
to sit but where a devel-
oper is currently building 
warehouses. The project is 
about 1 percent of the total 
allocation money. But the 
DEC put it near the bottom 
of a list of other, more ex-
pensive projects that must 

be completed first, which 
means the money might 
dry up before St. Saviour’s’ 
number is even called.

“It’s just very strange 
how this all came about, 
and I hope our electeds get 
the DEC to make an ad-
justment,” said Christina 
Wilkinson, an advocate for 
the park.

The money — which 
pales in comparison to proj-
ects like a $3 million boat-
house in Brooklyn and a $2 
million park in Dutch Kills 
— would be used by the city 
to begin legal proceedings 
to acquire the land where 
the park would be built, 
know as the Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure.

On Sept. 30, a group of 
13 Queens lawmakers sent 
a letter to the DEC asking to 
release the funds before the 
final projects were selected 
from a list of 22 suggestions 
on how to use the money.

“The release of the 
funding is imperative, 

since delaying the start of 
ULURP further threatens 
the acquisition and in-
creases the cost of the proj-
ect,” the letter said.

On Friday they saw 
that the money had been 
set aside, but might never 
be released at all.

A spokesman from the 
DEC said the state finalized 
the projects in the order 
they were ranked by the 
community.

“The state’s review did 

not change how the projects 
are ranked, but provides an 
opportunity for the devel-
opment of projects on the 
secondary list should funds 
become available after the 
priority list is exhausted,” 
said a DEC spokesman.

But the final ranking 
put St. Saviour’s fourth, not 
its current seventh.

The DEC is not the 
agency responsible for ac-
tually seeing that the proj-
ects are completed. That 

responsibility lies with the 
nonprofit City Parks Foun-
dation, the group that re-
leased the list and order of 
the projects.

And the city Parks 
Department would be the 
agency responsible for 
implementing ULURP and 
has repeatedly pledged to 
begin the process as soon 
as the money is available.

Although there is $5.5 
million in funds already 
allocated toward the park 

from various elected offi-
cials and sources, none of 
that capital money can be 
used for ULURP.

And the process will 
likely end in the city using 
eminent domain to seize 
the property, according to 
Geoffrey Croft, president 
of the nonprofit NYC Park 
Advocates, who said he had 
spoken with high-ranking 
Parks officials.

“The expectation is 
that the elected will contin-
ue to fund the acquisition 
for St. Saviour’s and by the 
time ULURP is complete 
we’ll have money to buy it,” 
he said.

But Parks has refused 
to make an official state-
ment regarding the use of 
eminent domain. 

A separate St. Sav-
iour’s project was included 
in the winning entries, and 
would set aside $1.125 mil-
lion for the park’s construc-
tion.

St. Saviour’s activists want state to release funds

A rendering depicting the community’s idea for a park at the St. Saviour’s site. 

Rep. Crowley’s brother sued    
by Manhattan GOP operative

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Attorney John E. 

“Sean” Crowley is suing a 
California woman on dis-
ability, claiming he was 
never properly compen-
sated for legal work he had 
done for her. She and her 
lawyer, who are fighting the 
fee, claim his congressman 
brother’s appointments cre-
ate a conflict of interest.

Sean Crowley is the 
brother of U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), chairman of the 
Queens Democratic Party.

A Forest Hills resident 
who works for Manhattan 
firm Davidoff, Malito & 
Hutcher LLP, Sean Crowley 
filed a lawsuit in Queens 
Surrogate Court against 
Rose McGushin, 49, seek-
ing $10,000 for work he 
performed on McGushin’s 

mother’s will more than a 
decade ago, City Hall News 
reported.

But McGushin and 
her lawyer, Manhattan at-
torney Dan Isaacs, contend 
the suit over unpaid fees 
will be compromised.

Isaacs said they do 
not believe McGushin will 
get a fair hearing in court 
because Peter Kelly, head 
of the Queens Surrogate 
Court, was nominated for 
the post by the congress-
man.

Isaacs, who is also 
chairman of the Manhat-
tan Republican County 
Committee, said he had no 
opinion on Joseph Crow-
ley’s appointments but be-
lieved the case hit “a little 
too close to home.”

“You always want to 
avoid any appearance of 
impropriety whatsoever,” 

Isaacs said.
He said when he ap-

peared before court last 
Thursday, he was told by 
Kelly to put in writing the 
reasons why he thought 
having Kelly judge the case 
constituted a conflict of in-
terest. Isaacs is also asking 
that the case be moved to 
another court system alto-
gether.

McGushin was not 
able to attend last Thurs-
day. Their next court date 
is Nov. 10, Isaacs said.

Joseph Crowley’s of-
fice did not respond to a re-
quest  for comment.

Neither Kelly nor the 
Queens Surrogate Court 
made a statement. David 
Bookstaver, spokesman for 
the New York State courts, 
said Friday that Kelly 
would consider the request 
after it is put in writing.
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Call (718) 457-4200 to reserve your seat.

Free Homebuyers’ Workshop 
at 

74-25 Grand Ave
Elmhurst, NY 11373

NOVEMBER 15, 2011
6:15pm to 8:15pm

Learn more about  
and other affordable housing programs.

If you’re a first-time homebuyer,  
offers access to a wide range of affordable housing programs. 
Join us and let our staff of knowledgeable professionals guide 

you through the entire homebuying and mortgage process.

Think you can’t afford a home?

Think Again!husband, Daniel Mala-
kov, in a Forest Hills play-
ground. The decision came 
a week after a Queens Fam-
ily Court judge took away 
the incarcerated mother’s 
parental rights over her 
daughter Michelle.

Borukhova hired O.J. 
Simpson attorney Alan 
Dershowitz to reverse the 
decision on the basis of var-
ious factors that took place 
during her seven-week tri-
al, including the fact that 
the prosecution had an ex-
tra two days to prepare for 
their summations.

The four Appellate 
judges, however, stated in 
their Oct. 25 decision that 
the extra time for the pros-
ecution did not make a dif-
ference in the jury’s deci-
sion.

Malakov’s parents 
called the ruling bitter-
sweet.

“We are happy, but 
where is my son? Why did 
she do this to my son?” his 
mother Malka Malakov 
said.

On Oct. 28, 2007, Mala-
kov, a Forest Hills ortho-
dontist, was walking his 
Michelle, who was 4-years-
old at the time, to the An-
nadale Playground to meet 
Borukhova, 37, who had 
just given up custody of the 
girl to her father.

The dentist was shot 
in the chest at point-blank 
range by Mallayev, 54, who 
fled the scene. Police ar-
rested the shooter three 
weeks later at his home 
in suburban Atlanta after 
they matched his finger-
prints on a makeshift si-
lencer at the scene.

An eyewitness later 
identified him as the shoot-
er in a lineup and during 
the trial.

Police arrested Boruk-
hova three months after 
Mallayev was apprehended 
after they found that she 
made 91 phone calls to her 
distant uncle, who she de-
nied knowing, and paid 
him nearly $20,000 in cash 
before the shooting.

Investigators said Bo-
rukhova wanted revenge 
against her estranged hus-
band after the courts forced 
her to give up custody of 
Michelle.

The girl is currently 
living with her paternal 
uncle in Forest Hills. The 
Malakov family said Mi-
chelle will stop visiting her 
mother in prison since she 
has no legal right to be her 
parent.

“Borukhova will never 
see Michelle,” Malka Mala-
kov said.

The prosecution’s clos-
ing arguments were post-
poned from Friday, March 
6, 2009, to March 9, because 
Borukhova and Mallayev 
made arrangements with 
the judge to end the session 
before sundown in accor-
dance with their religious 
beliefs.

Since Borukhova and 
Mallayev’s attorneys took 
all day and afternoon de-
livering their summations, 
Queens Assistant District 
Attorney Brad Leventhal 
had no time to deliver his 
closing statement and had 
to wait till Monday. A day 
later, the jury convicted 
the pair and they were 
sentenced to life in prison 

without parole.
The judges said that 

the defendants’ attorneys 
had delivered “highly effec-
tive” summations despite 
not having an extra two 
days to prepare. Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown applauded the ap-
pellate court’s decision.

“The Appellate Divi-
sion’s unanimous affir-
mance of the jury’s verdict 
and the trial court’s sen-
tence of incarceration will 
hopefully bring a measure 
of closure to Dr. Malakov’s 
family,” he said in a state-
ment that was released last 
Thursday.

Dershowitz’s office did 
not return phone calls for 
comment but told Reuters 
the case is not over, as it is 
mulling appealing the case 
to a higher court.

“Obviously, we’re dis-
appointed that the court 
found a number of signifi-
cant errors and determined 
they were harmless,” Na-
than Dershowitz, who co-
defended Borukhova with 
his brother, told Reuters.

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1

Appeal

MAZOLTUV BORUKHOVA 
Pool Photo by James Messerschmidt

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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side and out,” said Berna-
dette Gibbons, the youngest 
of the six Gibbons children. 
“Only a coward runs from 
his mistakes ... you may be 
able to run, but not for long. 
We’ll find you.”

Soon after the acci-
dent, Eileen Reilly, director 
of the nonprofit Maspeth 
Town Hall, began hearing 
about the accident from nu-
merous friends and family 
members of the Gibbonses.

She approached elect-
ed officials about starting 
a fund and soon opened a 
bank account at Maspeth 
Federal Bank and began 
working with the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers program.

“We’re just hoping 
with these dollars being 
offered someone will give 
him up,” she said. “But it 
also shows how closely knit 
the Maspeth community 
is and how we all care for 
each other.”

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) helped Maspeth 
Town Hall get started with 
the fund and spoke at the 
gathering on the corner of 
69th Street and Grand Av-
enue about her hopes that 
the money would get some-
one to come forward.

“Peter Rodriquez is out 
there somewhere, but there 
are people in New York 
who know where he is,” she 
said. “We want these people 
to come forward with tips.”

Plenty of Maspeth resi-
dents came forward with 
cash to donate to the fund 
to which Crime Stoppers 
contributed $2,000.

John Browne, a fellow 
Queens bar owner who had 
known Gibbons for decades, 
peeled off a check immedi-
ately after all the speakers 
had concluded.

“Hopefully, there will 
be some closure for the fam-
ily,” he said.

Other friends of the 
Gibbons family still could 
not believe the bar owner, 
who was 37, was gone.

“It’s a shame. He’s so 
young,” said Maspeth resi-
dent Susan Hannigan, who 
could not believe Rodriquez 
would leave the scene of the 
accident. “No conscious 
this guy has? What about 
[Gibbons’] family?” she 
asked.

Gibbons was the owner 

of Gibbons’ Home bar and a 
DJ well-known throughout 
the community. He also 
was an avid New York Mets 
fan and volunteered and 
coached the wheelchair-
bound disabled adults of 
the Mets softball team.

The accident that killed 
Gibbons occurred near 58th 
Street at about 7 a.m., when 
a Chrysler Sebring travel-
ing the wrong way on the 
eastbound side of the LIE 
service road struck a livery 
cab, in which Gibbons was 
riding in the back seat, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

Gibbons was taken to 
Elmhurst General Hospital 
and pronounced dead upon 
arrival, police said.

Both the livery driver 
and the Sebring’s pas-
senger, 44-year-old Andre 
McKanney, of Jamaica, 
were also taken to the hos-
pital, the NYPD said.

Continued from Page 1

Gibbons

ICE agents, who have 
an office on the island, then 
formally ask the city to de-
tain that prisoner until he 
or she can be deported.

But the legislation pre-
vents that process for the 
inmates who meet the cri-
teria.

Crowley released a 
statement defending her 
support for the bill.

“The bipartisan bill is 
in line with Gov. Cuomo’s 
withdrawal from the Secure 
Communities program, 
suspended earlier this sum-
mer and is supported by the 
mayor,” she said. “Advo-

cates on both ends of the po-
litical spectrum agree that 
the Department of Correc-
tion’s policy hurts families, 
hurts communities and im-
pacts law enforcement. At a 
time when the entire coun-
try is discussing smart im-
migration reform, this bill 
presents a levelheaded ap-
proach to the city’s immi-
gration policies.”

The bill states: “The 
Council further finds 
that because cooperation 
between DOC and ICE is 
smoothing and expediting 
the deportation process, 
such cooperation is eroding 
trust between immigrants 
and local law enforce-
ment.”

And that mistrust 
leads victims of violence, 

especially victims of do-
mestic violence, without an 
avenue to turn to, the bill 
said.

“New York City — 
home to millions of im-
migrants — should not be 
a willing participant in a 
program that separates 
thousands of immigrant 
families each year without 
a concomitant benefit to 
public safety.”

In addition, the bill 
states that the deportation 
of non-criminal aliens does 
not fit the stated goals of 
the federal Criminal Alien 
Program.

Each year ICE detains 
about 3,500 people for de-
portation after they are 
sent to Rikers.

Continued from Page 2

Crowley

Bernadette Gibbons (r.), whose brother George Jr. was killed in a 
hit-and-run accident, speaks at a news conference where a reward 
was announced as her sister Siobhan McEntee and her daughter 
Molly look on in the background. Photo by Joe Anuta

avoid slips and
falls this winter

Join us for a free educational seminar on fall and 
injury prevention where you will learn: 

• Simple balance exercises

• Home safety techniques 

• Useful tips when using a walking aid

• Footwear safety 

Wednesday, November 9th at 11am
Austin Street Senior Center

106-06 Queens Blvd, Forest Hills
RSVP by November 7th

To RSVP, please call 
Call (888) REHAB-03

Light refreshments will be provided.
Seating is limited, registration is required.

northshorelij.com/stars
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Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations of New Yorkers the freshest milk in the city.
Every day, we transport milk direct from upstate New York farms to our
plant in Queens. We pasteurize the milk,
package it in half pint cartons, and deliver
it to every New York City public school.

When kids go to school, we ensure they’re
given a nutritious lunch time drink option.
We know healthy kids mean better
learning, and Elmhurst Dairy is committed
to providing New York City’s 1.1 million
school children with a healthy choice.

Elmhurst Dairy – the feelgood
choice that’s also fresh!

7185263442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

Local Milk for Local Schools.
The Healthy Choice.

Buy local.

This firm is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International 1929 Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019, 713-522-5141

Hosted by:

QUINN-FOGARTY FUNERAL HOME
162-14 Sanford Avenue, Flushing, NY 11358, 718-353-5166

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2011 AT 6:00PM

RSVP to Johanna Estrella at 718-353-5166 by November 11th

Speakers:

Sandra N. Busell, Esq. ~ Thomas Murphy, Advance Planning Manager

• Introduction to Advance Planning
• Putting Your House in Order –
Important Document Management

• Health Care Proxy, Power of Attorney
• Last Will and Testament
• Funeral Planning

• State and Federal Preneed Funeral Law
• Funeral Options
• Medicaid and Health Care Concerns
• Veterans Benefits
• Social Security Benefits
• Prepayment Option

TOPICS

Refreshments will be served.

You are cordially invited to attend a
“PUTTING YOUR HOUSE IN ORDER” Seminar
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Halloween 
Parade

Hundreds of people marched along 37th Avenue 
for the annual Jackson Heights Halloween Parade. 
(Clockwise from top l.) Alex Nantes holds son Lukas, 
11 months, as they stroll with Karen Nantes; Jaymahr 
Cardona, 2, of Jackson Heights kneels down during 
the parade; a dog keeps warm with its pea pod cos-
tume; Oscar da Silva (l.) and Liliana Corozo watch 
the festivities; and Giancarlo Matos, 11, shows off his 
dance moves. Photos by Christina Santucci



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 3-9, 2011 

WE

19

631.656.2110            305 N. Service Road  Dix Hills, New York 11746        www.ftc.edu

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N TA R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C AT I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
• JOURNALISM• MASS COMMUNICATION • MUSIC TEACHER EDUCATION • MUSIC BUSINESS • MUSIC PERFORMANCE  • THEATRE ARTS

www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Open House 
  Saturday, November 12 at 1 pm
• Learn about our Degree 

   & Internship Programs 
 • Meet with Admissions & Financial 
     Aid Representatives

   • Presentations & Demonstrations 
        in our Professional Studios
    • Scholarships Available  

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
mpuder@cnglocal.com, or mailed to: 
M. Puder – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 

Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4527

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Queens Republican operative John 
Haggerty, found guilty last month of 
stealing $1.1 million from Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg during the mayor’s 2009 re-
election campaign, can receive a sentence 
ranging from probation to 15 years in pris-
on when he is set to be sentenced Friday by 
a Manhattan Supreme Court judge.

The Manhattan district attorney’s 
office said it could not comment on the 
sentencing possibilities for Haggerty, an 
unpaid volunteer during the re-election 
campaign.

But if Haggerty’s defense team files 
an immediate appeal, the Forest Hills 
resident will not be sent directly to jail if 
Manhattan Supreme Court Judge Ronald 
Zweibel gives him a sentence that includes 
prison time.

A jury found Haggerty guilty Oct. 21 
of stealing $1.1 million from the mayor to 
buy out his brother’s share of their late fa-

ther’s Forest Hills Gardens home instead 
of spending the money on a poll-watching 
operation as Bloomberg intended.

During the trial, prosecutors said 
Haggerty spent about $32,000 on so-called 
ballot security and pocketed the rest to buy 
the home.

As prosecutors and Haggerty’s attor-
neys argued over bail, which was eventu-
ally set at $250,000 and which Haggerty 
posted the day after the verdict, Queens 
Assistant District Attorney Eric Seidel 
said he was concerned that Haggerty posed 
a flight risk. He cited an  e-mail exchange 
in which Haggerty said he has an Irish 
passport.

There is no extradition agreement be-
tween Ireland and the United States.

Maura Kearney, an employee of the 
Bloomberg campaign, argued with Hag-
gerty over who was more Irish, with Kear-
ney saying she was because “I was born 
there. I eat black pudding.”

Haggerty faces up to 
15 years at sentencing
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BY JOE ANUTA

Some entrepreneurs 
work their whole lives be-
fore they can start a suc-
cessful business. But Carlos 
Acquista recently celebrat-
ed the 10th anniversary of 
the Jamaica Estates Italian 
restaurant he started when 
he was only 23.

Acquista and four of 
his brothers started Ac-
quista Trattoria, at 178-01 
Union Tnpk., shortly after 
Acquista graduated from 
nearby St. John’s Univer-
sity.

“My dad was always in 
the food business,” he said. 
“It was getting time to get 
a job or get into the family 
business.”

The restaurant has one 
secret recipe, his mother’s 
tiramisu, but Acquista said 
the key to good Italian food 
is self-evident: “Keep it Ital-
ian.”

Acquista and his 
brothers wanted a menu 

that stayed true to his fam-
ily’s Sicilian roots and did 
not try to change any of the 
Old World recipes.

His parents came to 
America from Sicily when 
they were teenagers, and 
his whole family speaks 
Sicilian. His father owned 
a deli and several food busi-
nesses in New York City, 
which inspired Acquista to 
start his own.

“I love being around 
the customers. I’m a people 
person,” he said. “Seeing 
people when they walk 
out of here with a smile on 
their face, that’s important 
to my father as well.”

And those customers 
have plenty to smile about.

The menu is extensive, 
according to Acquista, in 
order to try and please any-
one who walks through the 
door.

His favorite item is 
the vitello alla valdostana, 
which is a pounded veal 
cutlet stuffed with fontina 

cheese and prosciutto and 
doused in a marsala wine 
sauce and mushrooms, but 
the menu also offers a long 
list of pastas and other dish-
es with either fish, chicken, 

veal or vegetables.
And the ingredients 

are fresh since, according 
to Acquista, they do not 
have to travel far to get onto 
your plate.

The restaurant buys 
organic produce from farms 
in New York and Long Is-
land to prepare the sundry 
dishes on the menu.

And after 10 years, the 

brothers have had plenty of 
practice and now consider 
themselves woven into the 
fabric of the neighborhood.

“We feel like we’re 
an extension of Flushing, 
Jamaica Estates and St. 
John’s,” he said.

The brothers, three 
younger than Acquista and 
one older, have also expand-
ed their business outside 
the neighborhood as well as 
outside the borough.

They run two cafete-
rias, one at St. Francis Col-
lege and another at Font-
bonne Hall Academy, both 
in Brooklyn.

And though Acquista 
will not part with the reci-
pe, the brothers sell Mam-
ma Acquista Tiramisu out-
side the restaurant as well.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Councilman Jim Gennaro and Assemblyman David Weprin celebrate the 10th anniversary of Acquista 
Trattoria July 15 with the Acquista family. The family-run Jamaica Estates restaurant has served 
Italian food at the corner of 178th Street and Union Turnpike since 2001. Pictured are Fabio Acquista 
(l.-r.), Carlo Acquista, Weprin, Gennaro, Maria Acquista, Rosario Acquista, Joe Acquista, Paolo Acquista 
and Alessandro Acquista. Photo courtesy Gennaro’s office

Celebrating a decade of fi ne Italian food
Acquista, family-operated Jamaica Estates restaurant, considers itself part of neighborhood family

Social Media Marketing Breakfast 
with Constant Contact —  Learn how 
to build strong relationships that will 
lead to more business growth through 
the social media marketing. Taught 
by Ellen DePasquale, from Constant 
Contact. Register. 
When: Nov. 10, 8:30 am 
Where: Bulova Corporate Center, 75-20 
Astoria Blvd., Jackson Heights 
Contact:  info@queenschamber.org   

The World of Working Women —  
Conference and job fair hosted by the 
Center for the Women of New York. 
When: Nov. 11, 9 am – 4 pm
Where: Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel, 
135-20 39th Ave., Flushing
Contact:  718-793-0672 centerwny@
yahoo.com
Website: cwny.org

Chartered Financial Analyst Exam 
—  NYSSA CFA® Queens College 

Level I Weekly Review: Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from through Nov. 17 from 
6 pm to 9 pm. NYSSA Queens College 
Sunday Condensed Review: Sundays 
through Nov. 13 from 10 am to 4 pm
When: Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursday 
through to Nov. 17
Where: Queens College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Website: www.nyssa.org/cfa

Long Island City Partnership 
Business Expo —  Long Island City 
Partnership presents the annual 
business-to-business trade show and 
luncheon. 
When: Nov. 16, 9 am 
Where: Terrace on the Park, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park 
Contact:   (718) 786-5300 X21

Annual Business-to-Business Trade 
Show and Luncheon —  Keynote 
address by Deputy Mayor Robert Steel. 

No cost to network or walk through 
show. 
When: Nov. 20, 9 am 
Where: Terrace on the Park, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park 
Contact:   (718) 786-5300 X21 

EAP Fall 10-Week Business Training 
Course —  Develop a fully vetted 
professional business plan completed by 
the end of the course. Learn fi rst-hand 
where and how to conduct research for 
your business by taking a fi eld-trip to 
the Science, Industry, Business Library 
(SIBL) of New York. Learn from experts 
and specialist who include a lawyer, 
accountant, marketing expert, and 
technology consultant.
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 pm 
through Dec. 15
Cost: $300
Where: Queens Borough Hall 120-55 
Queens Blvd Room G110 Kew Gardens, 
NY 11424 

Contact: Franklin Mora fmora@
queensn.org (718) 263-0546  
Website: www.queensny.org/business/
programs/eap

Minority and Women Owned 
Business —  The Queens Chamber of 
Commerce is hosting three-program 
certifi cation seminars for minority- 
and women-owned business. The 
seminars will discuss how to sell to 
the government and the qualifi cations 
needed to get certifi ed with the City of 
New York. Registration is required. 
When: Nov. 22, 10 am to 12 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Chamber of Commerce 
Headquarters, 75-20 Astoria Blvd., 
Suite 140, Jackson Heights 
Contact: info@queenschamber.org 
(718) 898-8500  
Website: www.queenschamber.org

NY Multicultural Business Expo  

Pre-Expo VIP Networking Dinner 
Reception —  Expos Your Business 
is proud to work in partnership 
with the access.offi ce team to bring 
you a multi-faceted, multicultural 
expo comprised of small and large 
businesses looking to market 
their products outside their own 
communities. Join us as we celebrate 
diversity… while helping to build 
up the local economy. There are 
currently many attractive sponsorship 
opportunities available and Early Bird 
discounts. 
When: Nov. 2, 6-9 pm; Nov. 3, 10 am to 
3 pm
Where: Leonard’s of Great Neck, 555 
Northern Boulevard, Great Neck 
Contact: Mark Neuwirt Mark@
exposyourbusiness.com (718) 818-8173  
Website: multi-culturalbusinessexpo.
eventbrite.com/

 



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 3-9, 2011 

WE

21
Memorials to

Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100

Job fair hopes to put women back to work
The job hunt is on again with the 

Center for the Women of New York 
planning to hold its annual confer-
ence and career fair at the Sheraton 
LaGuardia East Hotel in Flushing 
next week.

The World of Working Women 
opens with a panel discussion about 
where the jobs are and how to get 
them at 10:15 a.m. to noon on Friday, 
Nov. 11. There will be a number of out-
standing women on the panel, includ-
ing Delyanne Barros, a public interest 
lawyer who fights sexual discrimina-

tion and harassment in the workplace 
as well as City Councilwomen Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Ridgewood) and Ju-
lissa Ferreras (D-Corona).

The job fair follows from noon 
until 3 p.m. Businesses from around 
the borough will be on hand to dis-
cuss opportunities within their orga-
nizations. For those looking for em-
ployment be sure to bring a resume 
and other pertinent material.

At the same time there will be a 
series of workshops from 1:30 p.m. to 
3 p.m. on relevant topics such as re-
sumé writing by Charles Gilmore and 

handling finances by Anna Tringle.
Darinka Maldonado, director of 

the Queens Women’s Business Cen-
ter, is running a workshop on start-
ing your own business.

A workshop called “the Job 
Search and Getting Back into the 
Workforce” will be presented by Eric 
Shtob, senior director of Consortium 
for Worker Education, and Lee Bowe 
from American Works. Another work-
shop led by Victoria Pilotti targets 
women in transition and the Center 
for the Women of New York has a re-
source table for advice and support.
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Paying too much 
for heating oil?
If you answered yes, then you owe it to 
yourself to make a simple phone call today.

877.237.9102
petro.com

Ask how we can help you achieve 

ENERGY SAVINGS OF AT LEAST  
10% — GUARANTEED!*

Commit to saving energy 
and the environment. 

OIL   |   AC   |   PROPANE   |   NATURAL GAS   |   PLUMBING   |   HOME SECURITY

*For boilers only. Savings based on installation of Beckett AquaSmart boiler control. May not be available in all areas. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Subject to change without notice. Additional terms and conditions may apply. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2011 Petro. P_11461

OPEN

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?
300 Jay Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201

HOUSE

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
For More Information: 718.260.5500

www.citytech.cuny.edu/openhouse

Sunday 1:00-4:00 pm  Klitgord Center
285 Jay Street  Downtown BrooklynNOVEMBER 13, 2011

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

A Queens Supreme 
Court judge put an end to 
the leadership dispute be-
tween warring factions 
of the Queens Republican 
Party last week when he 
ruled that Phil Ragusa is 
the rightful chairman of 
the party.

A group loyal to Ra-
gusa fought with another 
group led by Bart Haggerty, 
who contended former City 
Councilman Tom Ognibene 
was the legitimate Queens 
GOP leader.

Queens Supreme 
Court Judge Phyllis Flug 
ruled last Thursday that 
Haggerty had no right to 
call a county party re-or-
ganization meeting at Villa 
Russo in Ozone Park in late 
September where Ognibene 
was elected chairman.

Meanwhile, a separate 
group re-elected Ragusa as 
chairman the same day.

Haggerty and Queens 
GOP member Janice Bar 
filed suit against Ragusa 

last month, claiming Ra-
gusa was not the rightful 
chairman.

Flug cited Queens 
GOP bylaws that only the 
outgoing chairman — in 
this case, Ragusa — has the 
right to call such a meet-
ing.

“Only Ragusa, as out-
going county chairman, 
was authorized to select the 
time and place of the par-
ty’s organization meeting,” 
Flug wrote in her decision.

Ragusa could not be 
reached for comment, but 
Queens GOP Vice Chair-
man Vince Tabone said, 
“we’re very pleased at Jus-
tice Flug’s decision.”

Flug said the meeting 

called by Haggerty and 
Bar was “designed to cre-
ate confusion and disrupt 
the internal affairs of the 
Queens County Republican 
Party.

“Respondents Hagger-
ty and Bar clearly lacked 
authority to notice and con-
duct an organization meet-
ing of the party’s County 
Committee,” Flug said.

She wrote that the Vil-
la Russo meeting in which 
the officers were elected  “is 
void and without effect.

“Respondent Thomas 
V. Ognibene is enjoined 
from holding himself out as 
the chairman of the Queens 
County Republican Party 
for the period of Septem-
ber 2011-September 2013, 
as the purported election 
is void. All the individual 
respondents named herein 
are enjoined from holding 
themselves out as elected 
officers of the Queens 
County Republican party, 
as the purported election is 
void,” Flug wrote.

Queens GOP infi ghting 
ends with Ragusa win

A judge ruled Phil Ragusa (l.) is the rightful chairman of the Queens GOP, not former City Councilman 
Tom Ognibene.

Tom Ognibene’s 
election is void.

Phyllis Flug
Queens Supreme Court 

Judge

www.TimesLedger.com
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NURSING HOME 
OR YOUR HOME?

NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

©VNSNY CHOICE 2011

For New Yorkers with Medicare and Medicaid

THIS IS WHERE YOU BELONG:
In the home you love.
In the neighborhood you know.
In the health plans created to keep you there.

  

Even if you need help with daily activities like bathing and 

preparing meals . . . even if you need the level of care provided 

in a nursing home . . . VNSNY CHOICE has a health plan to keep 

you safe and independent in your own home. We know how 

much that means to you; after all, we’re part of the 

Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

CALL NOW FOR 
YOUR FREE BROCHURE:
“THIS IS WHERE 
YOU BELONG”

1-855-AT-CHOICE 
(1-855-282-4642)
TDD/TTY: 1-888-844-5530 
9 am to 5 pm
Monday – Friday 
Or visit 
www.vnsnychoice.org

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Citi Field will become 
a more friendly place for 
home runs after the New 
York Mets decided Monday 
to move in the fences at the 
Flushing ballpark in time 
for next season. Portions 
of the outfield wall will be 
moved as much as 12 feet 
closer to home plate and the 
entire outfield wall will be 
8 feet high.

At its highest point, 
parts of the outfield wall 
are currently 16 feet.

There are no uniform 
rules for outfield wall di-
mensions, making each 
ballpark unique.

The corner left field 
wall will remain 335 feet 
away from home plate and 
the right field corner will 
stay at 330 feet, the team 
said.

Citi Field’s current 
dimensions give an advan-
tage to pitchers: long fly 
balls recorded as outs in 
the stadium are usually 
home runs in other Major 
League Baseball parks.

Only 1.33 home runs 
per game were hit at Citi 
Field in 2011 — third-lowest 

among the 30 Major League 
stadiums, according to sta-
tistics.

“We wanted to make 
Citi Field fair to both pitch-
ers and hitters,” said Mets 
General Manager Sandy 
Alderson.

The dimensions have 
been criticized since Citi 
Field opened in 2008 as be-
ing tough for hitters.

The existing fence will 
not be torn down and the 
Flushing franchise said it 
would install 140 additional 
seats in-between the old 
fence and the new one in 
left field.

An outdoor seating 
area will be added to the 
Modell’s Clubhouse in right 
field that can hold about 40 
more fans, the team said.

Besides the dimen-
sions, Mets fans have also 
complained that the out-
field fence is black — Shea 
Stadium’s fence was blue 
— which is not tied to the 
team’s traditional colors of 
orange and blue.

“After conferring with 
Sandy and all members of 
his staff, ownership con-
curred with the recom-
mendations to change the 

dimensions at Citi Field,” 
said Mets Chief Operating 
Officer Jeff Wilpon, son of 
Mets co-owner Fred Wil-
pon. “We decided to change 
the outfield wall from black 
to Mets blue, which many of 
our fans have wanted.”

In a portion of left-cen-
ter field, the dimensions 
will shrink from 371 feet to 
358.

Another portion of left-
center field closest to center 
field will be 1 foot farther 
away from home plate, from 
384 feet to 385 feet.

The fence at that part 
of the field is 16 feet high, 
but under the new dimen-
sions the fence’s height will 
be cut in half.

Dead center field will 
remain at 408 feet, while 
part of right-center field 
will go from 415 feet high to 
398 feet.

The other part of right-
center field will be moved 3 
feet closer to home plate to 
375 feet.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

Mets will move in fences 
at Citi Field for fair play

The New York Mets plan on moving in the fences at Citi Field, which will make the stadium more con-
ducive to home runs. Photo courtesy New York Mets
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“I realized as a young child my greatest pleasure was to help 
people in need – the elderly, the young, and the injured. It’s a 
gift from God that I’ll never take for granted. Not surprisingly, 
I became a nurse. When it came to choosing a hospital, there 
was only one place to call home – Calvary. It’s where I strive to 
bring comfort and laughter to dying patients and their families. 
Calvary encourages me to handle fear and loneliness with hope, 
happiness and hugs. Speaking Spanish fluently also helps me 
with Latino patients and families. My rewards each day are 
smiles of joy and knowing that my patients need me. Being a 
nurse at Calvary – what better gift from God can anyone ask?”

– Andrea Mejia, LPN

“I was born to be a nurse at Calvary.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.



TO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DININGTO THE ARTS, ENTERTTO THE ARTS, ENTERT

Sudoku 26    
   Arts & Entertainment 27-28  

Theater Calendar 30 
Crossword Puzzle 30 

WETimesLedger Nov. 3-9, 2011

BY ALAN KRAWITZ

Queens native Stephen Fanuka has built a reputation as the 
“contractor-to-the-stars,” crafting tony digs for a celebrity clien-
tele that boast names like Beyonce, Lindsay Lohan and Astoria’s 
own Tony Bennett.

But the outspoken yet humble contractor who was born in As-
toria, raised in Fresh Meadows and attended St. John’s University, 
says that the new show he hosts on DIY Network, “Million Dollar 

Contractor,” is not about showcasing the outland-
ish and opulent homes of celebrities.

“We’re not like an ‘MTV Cribs,’” Fanuka said. 
“The point of the show is to teach people who can’t 
afford a million-dollar home renovation how they 
can take some of the ideas from the show and ap-
ply them to their own projects and make them look 
great. It’s not about the bucks, it’s about the prem-
ise.”

Fanuka’s show, set for a 13-episode run in its 
inaugural season, debuted on DIY Network Oct. 
16 and focuses on his Maspeth-based contracting 
business, Fanuka, Inc., with its high-end Manhat-
tan-based projects as well as the daily challenges 
that often go hand-in-hand with such projects.

One example was a project to place a $750,000 
glass house atop a penthouse on Central Park West. 
It took Fanuka more than a year to complete due to 
complications with city rules regulating building 
on landmarks. The name of the penthouse owner 
was not disclosed.On the show, Fanuka points out 
that since it is his real life, there is no sugar-coat-
ing of some of the conflicts that often arise while 
on the job. He relates a story of how he often clash-
es with employees about how certain jobs are not 
progressing to his satisfaction. “You see us going 
at it … There is a lot of pressure on me to get the 
jobs done and that can sometimes lead to frayed 
nerves,” Fanuka said.

Continued on Page 27

Stephen Fanuka has been in 
the construction business 
since his father had him pull-
ing nails at 12 years old. 

Photo courtesy DIY Network

An interior space constructed by Stephen Fanuka. Photo courtesy of DIY Network
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Just hop on the Far Rock-
away-bound A train and you’ll 
find Rockaway Beach. The mys-
tery of this faraway stop inspired 
Brooklynite writer-director Krys-
sa Schemmerling, a New York 
University filmmaking teacher 
and mom, to shoot a documentary 
about the little-known surfing 
community there.

“What went on out there at 
the end of the subway line? When 
I discovered that a lot of people 
were surfing, I immediately knew 
I wanted to make a film about 
them. To me — a native Califor-
nian — the idea of surfing in New 
York City seemed as enchantingly 
strange as Far Rockaway itself.”

So, she interviewed seven 
Rockaway Beach surfer buddies, 
now in their 40s and 50s, who have 
stayed connected by their shared 
passion. In search of adrenaline 
and the perfect wave, “Our Ha-
waii” chronicles how their young 
lives intertwined, while they ex-
perienced freedom, self-expres-
sion and bonding.

Sadly, one of the pioneer-
ing Rockaway surfers, a fireman 

named Henry Miller, died on 
9/11. The film is dedicated to his 
memory. 

Another surfer and fire-
man, Dennis Miller (no relation 
to Henry), lost most of the men in 
his firehouse that day, and was 
saved because he had the day off. 
He was surfing when the towers 
fell. He had no idea what was hap-
pening when he saw the smoke 
drifting over Breezy Point. The 
surf saved his life.

Rockaway was a resort town 
until the 1970s, when it began a 
gradual decline toward urban 
blight. The film was shot against 
a backdrop of almost vacant land, 
where some of the many sprawl-
ing, turn-of-the-century wood 
frame houses are now being reno-
vated.

“Far Rockaway is definitely 
having a renaissance as a sum-
mer destination for the young 
and the hip. From what I hear, the 
Williamsburg 20- and 30-some-
thing’s have been coming out 
to the beach and boardwalk in 
droves over the last few years,” 
said Schemmerling.

A new breed of surfers is en-
joying the swells and surge of the 

tides, according to local business 
owners. There are more women, 
there’s more diversity and the 
summer renters are coming back 
in droves.

“I know the guys in the film; 
they’re very nice, but tough,” said 
surfing instructor Frank Cullen. 
“The amount of people showing 
interest in surfing has exploded.”

If you walk to Beach 92nd 
Street, you can’t miss Rockaway-
ites Steve and son Christian 
Stathis’ Boarder’s Surf Shop. 
Steve, a former surfer said, “The 
area has come back a lot, with 

new seasonal concession stands 
on the boardwalk that sell Thai 
and Venezuelan food; and there’s 
a popular fish taco joint.”

Steve Stathis said several 
other area surfers had produced 
films on the Rockaway surf and 
the Queens beach life.

“Just the fact that the shop 
is selling surf films made by lo-
cal filmmakers, shows their com-
mitment to promoting Rockaway 
surfing at a more grassroots lev-
el,” said Schemmerling.

Surprisingly, in summer the 
waves are the flattest. “Surfers 

here live for the early fall hur-
ricanes that generate big swells, 
and the Nor’easters of winter and 
spring,” she said. “The surfer 
buddies used to surf in wetsuits 
during the winter, in snow and 
ice, because there were waves. It 
was cold, but their obsession was 
such that they would do pretty 
much anything for waves.”

Though Schemmerling has 
an obvious infatuation with film-
making and exploring her Cali-
fornian roots, she has one strik-
ing admission.

“The first question everyone 
asks me is, ‘Do you surf?’ The an-
swer is ‘no,’ even though I grew 
up in California. Surfing to me is 
purely aesthetic: I like to watch 
it, I find surf culture fascinating, 
but there is no way I’m going to 
try to do it myself.”

Schemmerling has written/
directed two award-winning dra-
matic shorts. “The First Seven 
Years” was on PBS.

“Our Hawaii” will be screen-
ing Nov. 5 at 3:20 p.m. during the 
2011 Big Apple Film Festival in 
Theater 2 of Tribeca Cinemas, 54 
Varick St., Manhattan.

Answers in Sports

Film stars pioneers of Rockaway surfi ng community

The Rockaways’ surfing community has been surging of late. Photo by Ben Wolf
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In addition, he said that all of the 
show’s episodes are filmed around actual 
client jobs in-progress as opposed to some 
home improvement shows that will go and 
scout a location and then film it for the 
show.

“I don’t care that there are cameras 
filming while I’m working,” he said. “First 
and foremost, I’m there to get a client’s job 
done. It’s my life and my livelihood. I’m just 
giving the audience a taste on how compli-
cated the whole process can be.”

Fanuka, who also does guest spots as 
the home improvement guy for the “Nate 
Berkus Show” and for NBC’s “George to the 
Rescue,” credited his father for instilling 
in him old world values that have helped 
him achieve his current success.

At age 12, his father taught him cabi-
net making the hard way. “My dad made 
me straighten-out nails for six months. He 
also taught me the value of money,” said 
Fanuka. “My work ethic is that I treat ev-
eryday like it’s my last and I work my butt 
off.”

And, while many of Fanuka’s clients 
are celebrities and affluent homeowners, 
many are regular people, too.

“We also have a school teacher from a 
public school in Queens,” he said. “Actually, 
she couldn’t afford my work, but I showed 
her how I could give her what she wanted 
without the high price tag. Now, she has a 
new kitchen, bathroom, new painting and 
she spent a fraction of the money she might 

have spent.”
He adds that notwithstanding the 

show’s name and his high-end reputation, 
he’s done jobs spanning a wide range from 
$1,500 to $5 million and everything in be-
tween.

Asked about unrealistic project expec-
tations, Fanuka said he was once offered a 
$500,000 bonus to get a six-month project 
done in three months. “I shook the guy’s 
hand and wished him luck finding some-
one for the job. “A job that is rushed, likely 
won’t be done up to my standards.”

Underscoring his own satisfaction 
with his work, Fanuka said he wakes up 
every morning like it is Christmas. “I have 
a Rolodex with close to 6,000 customers and 
on most days I can’t wait to get to work.”

“There’s no trick to this business,” he 
explains. “Just give a damn, that’s it.”

Continued from Page 25

Stephen Fanuka

“Million Dollar Contractor” Stephen Franuka (l.) 
is a regular guest on Nate Berkus’s (r.) daytime 
television show. Photo courtesy DIY Network

CONCERTS

Arturo O’Farrill —  Spotlight on 
Big Bands with jazz legends.
When: Nov. 4, 7 pm
Cost: $10 suggested 
Where: York Performing Arts 
Center, 94-45 Guy R. Brewer 
Blvd., Jamaica 
Contact:   (718) 262-2559 

How We Are Connected —  The 
special event will begin with 
movement artists who combine 
expressionist dance with 
acting. Jazz musicians and a 
Hip Hop artist will then headline 
a live music segment, followed 
by a showcase of short skits by 
professional actors. The fi nal 
act will be a panel discussion 
during which the night’s 
performers will discuss how the 
performing arts bridge the gap 
between cultures.
Cost: $10 suggested donation 
When: Nov. 4, 7 pm 
Where: Frank Sinatra School of 
the Arts, 35-12 35th Ave., Long 
Island City 

Contact:   (718) 717-2874 

Ahn Trio —  Korean sisters 
Maria, Lucia and Angella Ahn 
will perform chamber music. 
The classical recording arts, 
trained at Juilliard, have 
been called “one of the most 
glamorous and hip sisters acts” 
in the genre. The performance 
will be part of Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts 50th season 
of classic music.
When: Nov. 6, 2 pm
Where: The LeFrak Concert 
Hall, Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: 718-939-8080
Website: www.
kupferbergcenter.com

Folk Songs from the World —  
Biruta Grunwald and Charlotte 
Ross Zand perform. 
When: Nov. 7, 6 pm
Where: Flushing Library, 41-17 
Main St., Flushing 
Contact:   (516) 466-4034 

Five Borough Songbook 
—  Five Boroughs Music 

Festival, in its fi fth season, has 
commissioned 20 of New York’s 
fi nest composers to write new 
songs inspired by New York 
City. The resulting Five Borough 
Songbook is a celebration 
of NYC’s history, poetry, 
geography, and of course, 
its eight million residents, 
performed by a stellar cast of 
musicians. 
When: Nov. 12, 3 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:  info@
fl ushingtownhall.org   

NEA Jazz Masters Concert: 
Armstrong Beyond —  NEA 
Jazz Masters Jimmy Heath, 
saxophone; Barry Harris, piano; 
and Frank Wess, saxophone and 
fl ute, perform together with 
special guest Jeremy Pelt, a 
young master trumpeter who 
has received numerous awards 
and accolades from “Downbeat 
Magazine” and “The Wall Street 
Journal.” Tootie Heath, drums; 
and Paul West, bass, round out 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on Page 28

Mekong East 43-13 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361

718-357-6860Vietnamese Restaurant

guide toD N NG

Castel’ Mare RistoranteCastel’ Mare Ristorante
F i n e  N o r t h e r n  &  S o u t h e r n  I t a l i a n  C u i s i n e

Hours: Tues. thru Thurs. 4pm-10pm, Fri & Sat. 4pm-11pm, Sun. 1pm-10pm

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Mediterranean 
GrillM 160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

718.281.4210 or 4211

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

718-225-4700
www.auntbellasrestaurant.com

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

The Original Cascarino’s
14-60 College Point Blvd. College Point, NY

718-445-9755
www.OriginalCascarinos.com

718-229-8686

Ducale Ristorante Italiano
12-53 150th St. Whitestone, NY • 718-767-4699

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

96-40 Queens Blvd, Rego Park
1-800-BENS BEST  718-897-1700

www.bensbest.com

FRESH & Exotic Fare
featuring sushi and so 

much more

254-04 Northern Blvd. 
Little Neck

718-225-3311

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com
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With Over Two Pieces of 
Luggage —  A Cypriot, a Greek 
and an American walk into a 
theater… And so begins one of 
the most touching, nostalgic 
and heartfelt anecdotes ever 
told at the Greek Cultural 
Center, and which we will have 
the pleasure of enjoying during 
the upcoming winter theatrical 
season.
Cost: $20 Adults ($15 children 
and seniors) 
When: Through Dec. 11, Fridays 
and Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays 
at 4 pm
Where: Greek Cultural Center, 
26-80 30th St., Astoria 
Website: www.
greekculturalcenter.org

‘S Wonderful - The New 
Gershwin Musical —  Five 
mini-musicals take audiences 
on an all-singing, all-dancing 
ride to the places and times 
that made the Gershwins the 
most successful songwriting 
team in musical history.  
Featuring more than 40 classic 
hits including “I Got Rhythm,” 
“Someone To Watch Over Me,” 
and “They Can’t Take That 
Away From Me,” ‘S Wonderful 
will have you tapping your toe 
to the fascinating rhythms of 
George  Ira Gershwin. Through 
Nov. 13.
When: Nov. 3-13
Cost: $39-$44
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Hairspray —  Music by Marc 
Shaiman. Lyrics by Scott 
Wittman and Marc Shaiman. 
Book by Mark O’Donnell and 
Thomas Meehan. Directed 
by Maryellen Pierce. Music 
direction by Paul L. Johnson. 
Based on the 1988 John 
Waters fi lm “Hairspray.” Seats 
reserved.
When: Nov. 5, 12 and 19, 8 pm; 
Nov. 6, 13, and 20, 3 pm
Cost: $16, $14 seniors over 60 
and children 12 and under 
Where: FSF Community Theatre 
Group, 41-60 Kissena Blvd, 
Flushing, NY 11355 
Contact: B. Baker fsfctg@
yahoo.com 718-229-8547  
Website: http://www.
spotlightonstage.com/fsfnews.
htm

Little Shop of Horrors —  The 
musical about a fl orist and a 
hungry plant.
When: Nov. 4, 5, 11 and 12 at 
7:30 pm; Nov. 10 at 10:15 am and 

7:30 pm; Nov. 9 matinee for $1 
at 1:15 pm
Cost: $10, $5 for seniors, $3 
QCC faculty and students.
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave. Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Website: visitqpac.org

Twelfth Night —  Shakespeare’s 
romantic comedy.
Times: Nov. 5 and 12 at 7:30 pm, 
Nov. 6 and 13 at 2:30 pm
Cost: $12 suggested donation 
($10 group of six or more) 
When: Nov. 5  
Where: St. Luke’s Church, 85 
Greenway South, Forest Hills 
Website: www.
gingerbreadplayers.org

Annie Get Your Gun —  The 
show features a talented cast 
of two dozen performers 
singing such well-known Irving 
Berlin songs as “No Business 
Like Show Business,” “Doin’ 
What Comes Naturally,” “Sun In 
The Morning” and “They Say It’s 
Wonderful.”
When: Nov. 5, 12 and 19, 8 pm; 
Nov. 6, 13 and 20, 3 pm
Cost: $20 adults ($18 seniors 
62 and older, children 12 and 
under) 
Where: Theatre by the Bay, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside 
Contact:   (718) 428-6363 

The Lynching of Emmett Till 
—  Explores the death of the 
innocent young boy and the 
impact it had on the civil rights 
movement.
When: Nov. 30, 3 pm and 7 pm  
Cost: $20 ($10 students and 
seniors) 
Where: York Performing Arts 
Center, 94-45 Guy R. Brewer 
Blvd., Jamaica 
Contact:   (718) 262-2559  

Forbidden Broadway —  A 
satirical roast of more than 30 
Broadway hits.
When: Nov. 20, 3 pm 
Cost: $35 
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave. at Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Website: visitqpac.org

Hans Brinker’s Christmas 
—  RSVP. Musical, 50 minutes, 
grades 2-6.
When: Nov. 28, 10:30 am 
Cost: $10, $8 for 20 or more 
Where: Queensborough 

Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Avenue  Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Contact:   (888) 278-7799  

Arts on Stage —  RSVP. Shows 
include “Snow White,” “Tribute 
to Michael Jackson,” “Black 
Nutcracker,” “Caribbean 
Holidays,” “Holiday Tales” and 
“Christmas Carol.”
When: Dec. 1, 2, 8, 9, 13 and 14, 
10 am and 11:45 am
Cost: $8
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside 
Contact:  info@aosny.com (718) 
266-0202  
Website: visitqpac.org

Anon(ymous) —  A modern 
retelling of “The Odyssey.”
When: Dec. 2, 3, 9 and 10 at 7:30 
pm; Dec. 8 at 7:30 pm; Dec. 7 
matinee for $1 at 1:15 pm
Cost: $10, $5 for seniors, $3 
QCC faculty and students.
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside 
Website: visitqpac.org

Annie —  Sing along to the 
captioned movie. A $100 cash 
prize for the most enthusiastic 
participant.
When: Dec. 3, 7:30 pm 
Cost: $5 
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Avenue  Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Contact:   (718) 631-6311  
Web site: visitqpac.org
 

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Oliver” —  Acting, singing 
and dancing roles available 
as well as chorus work. Men, 
women and children needed. 
Rehearsals begin in December 
with performances set for 
March. Those auditioning 
should bring music and be 
prepared to sing to piano 
accompaniment.
When: Nov. 21-22, 7 pm
Where: Theatre by the Bay, Bay 
Terrace Jewish Center, 13-00 
209th St., Bayside 
Contact: Director/producer 
Lawrence F. Bloom (718) 428-
6363

STAGE 

the rhythm section. 
When: Nov. 18, 8 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:  info@
fl ushingtownhall.org  

The Steve Kroon Sextet —  
The Afro-Cuban percussionist 
performs.
When: Nov. 19  

Cost: $20 ($10 students and 
seniors) 
Where: York Performing Arts 
Center, 94-45 Guy R. Brewer 
Blvd., Jamaica 
Contact:   (718) 262-2559  

Blood, Sweat and Tears —  A 
musical institution since 1968.
When: Nov. 19, 8 pm
Cost: $35
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 

56th Avenue  Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Website: visitqpac.org

Melissa Manchester —  The 
Grammy Award-winning singer/
songwriter in a special concert 
event.
When: Nov. 19, 2 pm and 8 pm
Cost: $44
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

On my income tax
1040 it says ‘Check
this box if you are
blind.’ I wanted to put
a check mark about
three inches away.

• • • Tom Lehrer

Across
  1. Besides
  5. Trot or canter 
  9. Trudge 
13. Computer command 
14. Sight-related 
16. Easy run 
17. Pitch
18. Atlanta-based airline 
19. ‘___ Tu’ (1974 hit song) 
20. “Later!”
22. Three Stooges specialty 
24. Shoelace problem 
26. Ancient mariner 
27. Monocle
31. Feeds pigs 
34. Droop
35. Visine applications 
37. More genuine 
39. Norse thunder god 
41. Nuisances
43. The “A” in A.D. 
44. Foot parts 
46. New Hampshire college 
       town 
48. Civil War inits. 
49. “___ a Grecian Urn.” 
51. Used Google 
53. Present time? 
55. Encircle
56. Top of the pops 
61. “Phooey!”
64. Bounce back 
65. Angry
67. Battery prefix with “cell” 
68. Crowd noise 
69. Latin dance 
70. 1024 bytes, briefly 
71. “Put a lid ___!” 
72. School zone sign 
73. ___-Ball (arcade game) 

Down
  1. Turkish honorific 
  2. Cell phone setting 
  3. Prospector’s vision 
  4. Tea type 

  5. Word on all U.S. coins 
  6. Copies
  7. “___ never work!” 
  8. Industry magnate 
  9. Overabundance
10. Actress Petty 
11. Oil cartel 
12. Secretary, for one 
15. Mafia biggies 
21. Auctioneer’s closing word 
23. Highway department supply 
25. Camper’s purchase 
27. Guesses: Abbr. 
28. Country bumpkin 
29. Overcharge, slangily 
30. Moles, maybe 
32. Dazed and confused 
33. Good judgment 
36. Dagger
38. Highway
40. Send overseas again 
42. Glitch 
45. “Brave New World” drug 
47. Land of leprechauns 
50. Drug busters 

52. Doctrines
54. Lee and Roosevelt 
56. Deli sandwich 
57. Computer symbol 
58. Bangkok native 
59. Gussy (up) 
60. Roadside name of the past
62. Elder, e.g. 
63. Rice wine 
66. Tool with teeth 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
SHAKESPEAREAN  TITLES
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Military

Army Reserve Pvt. 
Shanice L. Sanchez, 
daughter of Sharyn San-

chez of Jamaica, has grad-
uated from basic combat 
training at Fort Sill, Law-
ton, Okla.

Army Pvt. Angela M. 

Brown, sister of Joanne 

Nurse of Oakland Gar-
dens, has graduated from 
basic combat training at 
Fort Sill, Lawton, Okla.

Army Pfc. Ana B. 

Pena, a 2007 graduate of 
Grover Cleveland High 
School in Ridgewood, has 
graduated from basic com-
bat training at Fort Sill, 
Lawton, Okla.

Army Pfc. Gustavo 

Quigua, son of Gustavo 
and Myriam Quigua of 
Flushing, has graduated 
from the Infantryman One 

Station Unit Training at 
Fort Benning, Columbus, 
Ga.

Air Force Reserve 
Airman Evelyn L. Waite, 
daughter of Merlyn Waite 

of Rosedale, graduated 
from basic military train-
ing at Lackland Air Force 
Base, San Antonio, Texas.

Ariful Haque of 
Flushing became an 

American citizen before 
he graduated from basic 
U.S. Air Force training.

Sgt. Edgar Rosales of 
Woodside has re-enlisted 
to continue service with 
the 1569th Transportation 
Co.

Spc. Jesus Aquino of 
Woodside has re-enlisted 
to continue service with 
the 53rd Headquarters 
Detachment Army Forces 
Liaison.

Spc. Joseph Calleja 
of Woodside has re-enlist-
ed to continue service with 
the 727th Military Detach-
ment Law and Order.

Sgt. Fernando Febus 
of Woodside has re-enlist-
ed to continue service with 
the Co. A 1-69th Infantry.

Sgt. Aura Vengal of 
Rego Park has re-enlisted 

to continue service with 
the 1569th Transportation 
Co.

Pvt. 1st Class Mi-

chael Mullane of Jackson 
Heights has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the 
Headquarters and Head-

quarters Battery 1-258th 
Field Artillery.

Spc. Johnathon Aar-

on of St. Albans has re-en-
listed to continue service 
with the 727th Military 
Detachment Law and Or-
der.

Sgt. Trace Campbell 
of Jamaica has re-enlisted 
to continue service with 
the 222nd Chemical Co.

Pvt. 1st Class Catar-

ina Bowen of Rosedale 
has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Co. C 101st 
Signal Battalion.

Staff Sgt. Abismael 

Gonzalez of Richmond 
Hill has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the 
Headquarters 106th Regi-
ment Regional Training 
Institute.

People IN THE NEWS COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

Chinyere Ibezim of Corona, 
a student at Saint Joseph’s Col-
lege of Maine, traveled to England 
Aug. 23 with the school’s men’s 
basketball team for exhibition 
games against four club teams in 
London and Oxford.

The following have gradu-
ated from the School of Engineer-
ing and Applied Science at SUNY 
Binghamton: Wayne Cha, Yish-

uai He, Eric W. Chernow, Scott 

L. Gelb, Alexander Pang and 
Yujia Li of Flushing; Si L. Lai of 
Bayside; Kwan Ho K. Chan of Lit-
tle Neck; Andrew F. Steinmann 
of Douglaston; Jonathan H. Pan-

tano of Oakland Gardens; Alex 

L. Concepcion of Fresh Mead-
ows; Andriy Babych of Corona; 
Sang Kim, Zhao Lin and John-

ston C. Rienton of Elmhurst; 
Lung H. Chen and Waljiemar 

O. Tubianosa of Rego Park; Nick 

Tangchakkrachai of Forest 
Hills; Simon J. Fraenkel of Kew 
Gardens; Andrei G. Blanaru of 
Ozone Park; Joshua Banyasz of 
Hollis Hills; and Daniel I. Weiss-

man of Queens Village.
The following earned aca-

demic honors in the spring 2011 
semester at the Harpur College of 

Arts and Sciences at SUNY Bing-
hamton: Megan Drury Berman, 
Catherine Jungmin Kim, John 

Matthew Lowry and Daniela 

Carolina Triana of Sunnyside; 
Timothy Lawrence Dollard 
of Long Island City; Minyoung 

Kim of Astoria; Victoria Hoil-

ing Cheung, Alexander Isacc, 
Jun Bum Jeong, Jung Kuk 

Kim, Paak Lee Lam, Mei Shan 

Ng, Yuen Phillip, Yang Chen, 
Jing Gao, Linke Ma, Johnny 

Thach, Wei Xun Wang, Hui 

Wei, Sung Wook Yang, Ning 

Zhang, Nuoya Zhang, Han Long 

Zhong, Jason Yi Cheu, Zachary 

Paul Gitto, Ruchi J. Jain, Kath-

erine O. James, Daniel Michael 

Rossman, Chang Wang, James 

Earl Weekes, Kent Lo and Shi-

ran Porat of Flushing; Jennifer 

Cen and Karen Tong of College 
Point; and Francesco Izzo, Ser-

ena Young Jang, Justine Marie 

Koo, Karoline Lee, Kristin Lee, 
Elliot Adel Nasser, Nicholas 

Palazzolo, Elizabeth Robins, 
Sadie Rose Schwartz, Shirley 

Tse, Juin Yee Zhou of Whites-
tone.

Helena M. Mannarino of 
Ridgewood and David Kam of 

Flushing have been named to the 
spring 2011 The College of New 
Jersey dean’s list.

The following have been 
named to the SUNY Bingham-
ton Thomas J. Watson School of 
Engineering spring 2011 dean’s 
list: John Lee of Sunnyside; Jun-

hao Chen, David Lui, Akiva D. 

Blickstein, Daniel Barry Katz, 
Eric William Chernow, Scott 

Lawrence Gelb and Mao Lin of 
Flushing; Paul Mark Knudsen

of College Point; Jennifer Lui

and Morgan N. Yau of Whites-
tone; Kwan Ho Kelvin Chan of 
Little Neck; Matthew Cheung

and Jin Francis Kim of Oakland 
Gardens; Brandon S. Chan of 
Fresh Meadows; Andriy Babych, 
Wai Fai Lau, Jing Hong Xiao

and Walter Zheng of Corona; Si-

mon Mark and Vincent Yam of 
Elmhurst; Gregory Michael An-

derson, Lei Cao, Lung Hei Chen

and Si Li Lai of Rego Park; Nor-

wich Mungkalaton of Forest 
Hills; Ho Yee Chan of Woodside; 
Nicolette Battad and Aaron H. 

Lin of Middle Village; Eri Miya-

saka of Kew Gardens; Stephanie 

C. Diaz of Richmond Hill; Thom-

as P. Huzij of Woodhaven; and 

Daniel I. Weissman of Queens 
Village.

The following have been 
named to the spring 2011 Decker 
School of Nursing at SUNY Bing-
hamton: Meijuan Lin, Su Ou 

Moon, Janice Hou, Neena Ma-

hajan, Shu Yun Zhu, Natalie 

B. Vitale and Natalia Lesniak 
of Flushing; Hannah J. Cho 
and Christopher Ginn Young 
of Bayside; Lydia Minjung Kim 
and Won Joo Yoon of Oakland 
Gardens; Daniel Park of Jackson 
Heights; Shunjing Xu of Wood-
side; Kara Mary Vanrossem of 
Howard Beach; Janie Cherestal 
of Queens Village; and Nikkon 

Santarina Singh of Jamaica.
The following have been 

named to the spring 2011 dean’s 
list at the School of Management 
at SUNY Binghamton University: 
Nari Jung, Hio Tong Sam and 
Chang Joo J. Seo of Astoria; 
Yang Qiu Q. Zhou, Puyan Zhu, 
Shirley Du, Kenneth J. Eng and 
An Dan Jin of Flushing; Joling 

Soo of College Point; Alison Ra-

chel Entin of Whitestone; Hoyu 

Chan of Bayside; Samuel Shim 
and Yingnan Tian of Oakland 
Gardens; Victoria Eng of Fresh 

Meadows; Kenneth Chan of 
East Elmhurst; Joung W. Lee of 
Elmhurst; Jonathan Barauch 

Kleinman of Rego Park; Tiffany 

Choi of Forest Hills; Da Hye Ham 
and Chi Hyung Lee of Woodside; 
Ashley Melissa Gayle of Cam-
bria Heights; and Elie S. Woolf 
of Queens Village.

Jaida Triblet of Jamaica 
has been named to the DePaul 
University spring 2011 dean’s list.

The following have gradu-
ated from Excelsior College: San-

gita Maru of Fresh Meadows, 
Patricia Dorga of Forest Hills 
and Maria De Los Angeles Es-

trada of Richmond Hill.
Gloria Marie Carine 

Montpeirous of Forest Hills, 
Cori Eisa Bulgrin and Stephen 

Hiran Perez of Flushing, Gina 

Marie Barcia of Howard Beach, 
Gregory Sean Abdallah of Jack-
son Heights, Christine Mary 

Russo of Middle Village and Hel-

ena Marie Ingersoll of Glendale 
have graduated from SUNY Cor-
tland.

Marta Wojcik of Middle Vil-
lage has graduated from the Col-
lege of Saint Elizabeth.

AcademicsAAcademicsAcademics

MilitaryyMilitary

Jamaica native Keith C. Dempsey (c.) is being given to the rank of 
gunnery sergeant by Col. Christopher McCarthy and Gunnery Sgt. 
Ronald Sampson. Dempsey is an Operation Iraqi Freedom veteran.

EVELYN L. WAITE
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HEALTHY QUEENShealthy queens

Foot care important 
for healthy aging

Forget aging gracefully. For today’s 
baby boomers, it’s more important than 
ever to stay healthy and active as they age. 
While growing older causes some unavoid-
able body changes, more boomers are fo-
cusing on healthy lifestyles that can help 
them prevent problems associated with 
aging — like mobility issues related to the 
feet and legs.

Impairment of the lower extremities 
is a leading cause of activity limitation in 
older people, according to the U.S. Nation-
al Center for Health Statistics.

“Foot problems are a health concern 
that can lead to further complications like 
knee, hip and lower-back pain, all of which 
undermine mobility,” says Michael King, 
DPM, president of the American Podiatric 
Medical Association. “The human foot has 
been called the mirror of health. Systemic 
problems often related to age, such as dia-
betes, arthritis, and circulatory disease 
often can first be detected in the feet.”

Fortunately, boomers can do a lot 
to maintain and even improve their foot 
health. APMA offers this advice to keep 
your feet pain free:

KEEP WALKING
Walking offers many benefits for both 

physical and mental health. If your feet 
hurt, however, you may find yourself less 
willing to get in the daily walking that’s 
good for your overall well-being. To keep 
your walking regimen comfortable be 
sure to:

■ Choose a good quality, lightweight 
walking shoe with breathable upper mate-
rials like leather or nylon mesh. The heel 

counter should be firm, and the shoe heel 
should have less cushioning in order to po-
sition the foot’s heel closer to the ground 
for stability. The front of the shoe should 
offer adequate support but also be flex-
ible. For a list of footwear that have been 
awarded APMA’s Seal of Acceptance, 
visit www.apma.org/seal.

■ Shoe shop in the late afternoon, 
since feet swell throughout the day, 
and have both feet professionally 
fitted. Wear the type of socks you 
intend to wear while walking and 
be sure the shoe fits snugly, but 
not tightly, over the sock. Your 
toes should have plenty of room 
to move around.

DEAL WITH DIABETES
Diabetes symptoms often 

appear in the feet first, and 
the extremities can be hit 
hard by this chronic disease. 
In fact, diabetes compli-
cations lead to more than 
65,000 lower limb amputa-
tions each year. Including a podiatrist in 
your diabetes care can reduce the risk of 
amputation up to 85 percent.

Learn to recognize warning signs 
that often appear in the feet, including 
changes in skin color, swelling, numbness, 
pain, open sores that heal slowly, ingrown 
or fungal toenails, bleeding corns and cal-
luses and dry cracks in the skin, especially 
around the heels.

If you have diabetes, inspect your feet 
daily for cuts, bruises, sores or changes to 
the toenails. Wear thick, soft socks without 

seams that could rub or cause blisters. Al-
ways have new shoes properly fitted and 
never go barefoot, not even in your own 
home.

MANAGE ARTHRITIS
Arthritis can affect the structure and 

function of your feet. Common symptoms 
in the feet include joint swelling, joint pain 
or tenderness, redness or heat in joints, lim-
ited movement, early morning stiffness, 
and skin changes, including rashes and 

growths.
Podiatrists 

are often the 
first to diagnose 

a patient’s arthri-
tis. Treatment can 
take many forms, 

including physical 
therapy, exercise, and 

medication. Receiving 
regular check-ups are vital to 

successfully managing the condi-
tion.

GENERAL FOOT HEALTH
In addition to shoes that fit 

properly, it’s important to choose 
socks, pantyhose or stockings that 
also fit well and are free of seams. 

If you have corns or calluses, 
never cut them with a razor, pocket 
knife or other sharp instrument. 
If corns or calluses are present, 
consult a podiatrist and only use 

over-the-counter foot products if 
he or she advises it.
Bathe your feet daily in lukewarm wa-

ter with a mild soap that contains moistur-
izers, or use a separate moisturizer after 
your bath. Trim or file toenails straight 
across and inspect your feet every day. If 
you notice redness, swelling, cracks in the 
skin or sores, see your podiatrist.

Taking care of your feet can makeag-
ing a little easier and healthier. To find a 
podiatrist near you, visit APMA’s website 
at www.APMA.org or www.todayspodia-
trist.com.   ARA

For years, foot doctors and orthopedists have been chastising women 
for wearing high heels because of the myriad foot ailments that can result. 
However, it seems a popular fl at shoe can cause a host of foot, back and hip 
trouble in its own right.

Sheepskin boots that are popular to wear during the year, whether Uggs 
or the multitude of knock-off brands available, may be unhealthy for your 
feet, say experts. That’s because the boots and similar shoes and slippers 
provide virtually no support for the arch of the foot. Individuals who have 
a low arch to begin with may experience further fl attening of the arch and 

resulting foot trouble.
What’s more, these shoes also do not provide much support around the 

ankle or, for that matter, any other part of the foot. The foot is simply able 
to slide around in the boot. Eventually, this lack of support can cause foot 
pain, which may travel up the legs into the hip and back.

Doctors warn that women, regardless of foot arch, should not wear these 
boots as their primary shoe source or for long durations of time, especially 
when doing a lot of walking.

Metro Creative Connection

Sheepskin boots may be bad for health: Doctors
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HEALTHY QUEENS

Serving Metro NY

What if you LIVE ALONE 
      and have an EMERGENCY?

You’re never alone with Lifewatch!

800-716-1433
www.lifewatch-usa.com

“I have peace of mind...

   Mom remains independent.”

“I’m never alone 
  with LIFEWatch.”
–Dick Van Patten

Just One Push of a Button can Protect 
You from Emergencies: 
✔ Medical       ✔ Falls      
✔ Fire       ✔ Burglary

Visit us on facebook

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

$19.95
FOR FIRST 3 MONTHS

after introductory offer expires, 
$24.95/month will be billed quarterly.

ct 

Mobile Alert 
   Button Available SWITCHOVERSWELCOME!

No Landline? No Problem! Senior Cell Phones 
Now Available!

With LIFEWatch You get:
EMT-Certified

Try it RISK FREE!

iil HOVEHOVVEVE
COMCOCOOM

W t h Y t

labllee WITCHSWWITCSWSWWITCTCH
WELCOWWELWWELLCO

healthy queenshealthy queens

Focus on HealthFocus on Health

What is it about children’s feet that 
make them seem like the fastest-growing 
part of their body? With back-to-school 
shopping behind you for another year, you 
might hope you can stop spending on shoes 
- at least until flip-flop season arrives with 
spring.

But kids’ feet do grow year round, 
right along with the rest of them. In fact, 

according to the American Podiatric Medi-
cal Association, a child’s shoe and sock 
sizes may change every few months. 

Comfortable, sturdy shoes are among 
the most important articles of clothing 
you’ll buy for your child at any time of 
year. Ill-fitting shoes can cause problems 
that range from minor blisters and dis-
comfort to serious injuries and impaired 
development.

“A pair of well-made shoes can keep 
children safe from foot problems such as 
sprains and strains - both in class and on 
the playground,” says Dr. Michael J. King, 
president of APMA. “Unless your child 
complains of discomfort, you may not real-
ize he or she needs new shoes. Parents need 
to be vigilant to ensure kids are wearing 
shoes that fit properly and provide the sta-
bility and support kids need.”

Conduct the time-honored toe test 
- using your thumb or forefinger to 
determine where the child’s big 
toe is inside the shoe - once a 
month. Inspect shoes regular-
ly for signs of wear that could 
compromise their stability. When 
it’s time to buy children’s shoes, 

APMA has some guidelines for parents.
“Checking for three different aspects 

of a shoe’s design makes it easy for par-
ents to distinguish which models are foot 
friendly,” King says.

APMA recommends parents perform 
a simple, three-step inspection   on new 
shoes before buying:

1. Look for a stiff heel. The heel coun-
ter should not collapse when pressed from 
both sides.

2. Ensure the shoe bends at 
the toes, but nowhere else.

3. Finally, make sure the 
shoe does not twist in the mid-
dle.

In addition, keep these tips 
in mind to help ensure kids are 
wearing comfortable shoes and prac-
ticing good foot health:

■ Take children with you when 
you buy their shoes and shop at the 

end of the day when feet are at 
their biggest. Every shoe fits dif-
ferently, and allowing a child to 
have a say in the shoe-shopping 

process can help promote healthy 
foot care habits down the road.

■ Always buy for the larger foot. Feet 
are rarely the exact same size, so buy a 
shoe that fits the slightly larger foot.

■ Avoid shoes that require a “break-
in” period to feel comfortable. Shoes should 
be comfortable immediately. Be sure your 
child tries on the shoe wearing whatever 
type of socks or tights they will use with 
it. 

■ Never hand down footwear. Just be-
cause a shoe fits one child comfortably 

doesn’t mean it will fit another in 
the same way. Also, sharing 
shoes can spread athlete’s foot 
and nail fungus.

■ Whenever possible, 
purchase shoes at a shoe store 

staffed by well-trained shoe fit-
ters. An experienced salesperson 

can help relieve worries over getting the 
proper fit.

If your child’s shoes show uneven 
wear or wear out on the heels quickly, it 
could indicate a problem that should be 
examined by a podiatrist. You can find a 
podiatrist in your area, as well as a list of 
APMA-recommended footwear, at www.
apma.org/seal.

Choose wisely when shoe shopping for kids

ARA
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TONY AVELLA’S 60TH BIRTHDAY AT ANTUN’S

BAYSIDE HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION PRESENTS ‘THE WORLD OF POLITICS AND ITS ETHICS’

NYS CONSERVATIVE  PARTY’S NATIONAL AFFAIRS PLATFORM AND COCKTAIL PARTY AT THE NYC ATHLETIC CLUB

YORK COLLEGE CELEBRATES ITS 45TH ANNIVERSARY

POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS 2011 AWARDS DINNER AT THE POLONASE TERRACE IN GREENPOINT
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Judy and Tony Avella cut the cake

Ed Braunstein

C. Kilbourne and John Haggerty

Judge Jeremy Weinstein and friend

Queens honorees: Greg Lasak, Dee 
Richards and John Liu

John Sampson, Tony Avella and Michael 
Gianaris

David Weprin

Michael Grimm and Dan Donovan

Caryle Towery, Claire Shulman 
and Nayibe Berger

The evening’s total honorees

A guest, Tony Avella and Chuck Schumer

Michael Feiner and Mark Weprin

Tom Casey, Tom Long, Hon. Kieran 
Harrington and Phil Placencia

Archie Spigner, honoree Milton Bassin 
and Nayibe Berger

Lois Marbach, Debbie Markell, John Liu, 
Matt Silverstein and Ralph Barba

Chuck Schumer and Steven Chen

Bob Friedrich

Queens Chairman Tom Long and former 
Gov. George Pataki

Emcee Judge George Grasso and wife Regina

Jim Darmos and John Liu

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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1-800-860-8707 (TTY: 1-800-558-1125) • fideliscare.org
Monday-Sunday 8am-8pm

Fidelis Medicare Advantage plans include
one or more of the following features:

Quality Health Coverage
• Thousands of quality doctors and hospitals in

our growing network (search our online provider 
directory at fideliscare.org)

• $5 copay for visits to your primary care doctor 
• $750 Flexible Spending Benefit
• $0 copay for preventive lab tests 
• Personalized service...we’ll meet with you in

the comfort of your own home 

The benefit information provided herein is a brief summary, not a comprehensive description of benefits. For more information contact the
plan. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or     copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1, 2013. Please contact
Fidelis Care for details. 

Fidelis Care is a health plan with a Medicare contract.

It’s Our Mission.

H3328 FC 11158 File and Use 09/14/2011

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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academic departments. 
Cornell argued they were 
the best candidates for a 
Roosevelt Island campus as 
the institution already has 
a presence in the city in 
locations such as the Weill-
Cornell Medical Center.

“We are poised to build 
a true 21st century campus 
that will train tomorrow’s 
tech leaders and drive New 
York City’s emerging tech 
economy,” Cornell Presi-
dent David Skorton said in 
a release earlier this year.

Stanford is proposing a 
1.9 million-square-foot  cam-
pus that will be developed 
for $2.5 billion throughout 
30 years. Like Cornell’s pro-
posal, StanfordNYC will 
focus on graduate studies. 
Stanford’s School of Engi-
neering, Graduate School 
of Business and Hasso 
Plattner Institute of Design 
and Technology Ventures 
programs will be located 
at the site. Stanford plans 
to partner with City Col-
lege of New York at the new 
campus.

“StanfordNYC will 
bring Stanford’s unparal-
leled track record in re-
search, innovation and 

entrepreneurship to New 
York City,” President John 
Hennessy wrote in the in-
stitution’s submission let-
ter.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) and state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria), whose districts 
encompass Long Island 
City, have both come out 
in support of a technologi-
cal campus being built at 
Roosevelt Island.

The EDC said the final 
selection of both the loca-
tion and the proposal for 
the new campus will be an-
nounced at the end of this 
year.

Prosecutors said more 
arrests were possible.

“If you have this kind 
of first-hand information, 
we would like to hear from 
you,” said Diego Rodriguez 
of the FBI. “For those who 
choose not to contract us, 
there is a good chance we 
will be contacting you.”

The defendants in-
cluded those accused of 
seeking and getting fraudu-
lent disability retirement 
status; so-called “facilita-
tors,” who assisted disabil-
ity candidates in filling out 
disability claim materials; 
and two doctors, who were 
accused of preparing fraud-
ulent reports.

Prosecutors said one 
of the defendants, Gregory 
Noone, of East Islip, L.I., 
who draws a $105,000 pen-
sion, claimed severe pain 
in bending, crouching or 
gripping, although he often 

played tennis. And Steven 
Gagliano, of North Babylon, 
L.I., took a 400-mile bicycle 
trip, although he claimed 
disabling back pain, the 
complaint said.

The defendants, who 
have been freed on bail and 
nearly all of whom have 
travel restrictions, are Dr. 
Peter Ajemian, 62, Syosset, 
L.I.; Dr. Peter Lesniewski, 
60, Rockville Centre, L.I.; 
Maria Rusin, 55, of Farm-
ingdale, L.I.; Marie Baran, 
64, of East Meadow, L.I.; Jo-
seph Rutigliano, 64, of Holts-
ville, L.I.; Gregory Noone, 
62, of East Islip, L.I.; Regi-
na Walsh, 63, of New Hyde 
Park, L.I.; Sharon Falloon, 
56, of Merrick, L.I.; Gary 
Satin, 62, of Moorsville, 
N.C.; Steven Gagliano, 55, 
of North Babylon, L,I.; and 
Richard Ehrlinger, 64, of 
Bayshore, L.I.

The U.S. Railroad 
Retirement Board admin-

isters benefits, including 
those for disability, for the 
nation’s railroad work-
ers and their families. An 
LIRR contract allows work-
ers to retire as young as 50 
provided they have been 
employed for at least 20 
years. An LIRR employee 
who retires and claims 
disability may receive a 
disability payment on top 
of their LIRR pension, re-
gardless of age.

Prosecutors said 
Ajemian, with assistance of 
his office manager, Rusin 
and Lesniewki, used their 
medical practices as “dis-
ability mills” by preparing 
fraudulent medical nar-
ratives. The federal com-
plaint said Ajemian and 
Lesniewski received some 
$800 to $1,200, usually in 
cash for the fraudulent as-
sessments and narratives.

Court officials said 
the defendants will appear 
before a U.S. court judge 
within 30 days for further 
disposition of their cases.

percent of their graduating 
students pass out of reme-
dial classes at CUNY.

On the other hand, a 
school like the High School 
of Applied Communication 
in Long Island City, which 
also received an A, had 
only 11.6 percent of gradu-

ating students pass out of 
remedial classes.

Pan American Inter-
national High School in 
Elmhurst, which opened in 
2006 and was graded for the 
first time this year (D), had 
the borough’s lowest col-
lege readiness index at 1.3 
percent.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall said she 
and state Assemblywoman 

Cathy Nolan (D-Ridge-
wood), chairwoman of the 
state Education Committee, 
would be paying a surprise 
visit to a poor-performing 
school in the wake of the 
report.

“So many of our stu-
dents are not prepared to 
go to college,” she said. “I 
don’t think, right now, the 
system is working for our 
kids.”

would put a tech univer-
sity in Willets Point, al-
though Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg has said pre-

ferred sites for the campus 
are on Roosevelt Island 
and in Brooklyn.

A Westchester County 
resident who was on the 
tour said she was amazed 
by the Iron Triangle.

“It’s just an experi-
ence walking after the No. 

7 [train] because as soon 
as you get off Roosevelt Av-
enue, it’s like another plan-
et,” said the resident, who 
asked that she be identi-
fied only by her first name, 
Shirley. “I just decided to 
come out and check it out 
before it’s gone.”

ment and National Parks 
Service, which manages 
the bay, will be working 
on the plan to connect the 
various ecosystems in the 
city and officials said it will 
help bring awareness of the 
ecological issues to a wider 
audience.

“By coordinating more 
closely with the city of New 
York, we will create a seam-
less network of urban parks 
that are easily accessible to 
people who live in nearby 
communities,” Interior 
Secretary Ken Salazar said 

in a statement.
Dan Mundy Jr., a life-

long Broad Channel resi-
dent and member of the 
Jamaica Bay Ecowatchers, 
said the new partnerships 
will go a long way toward 
improving the bay, which is 
home to 400 species of fish, 
birds and other animals.

“Now you will have 
all of these land holder and 
regulatory agencies com-
ing together and it will be 
tremendous,” he said.

The partnership has 
already made some prog-
ress.

The U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
announced that the bay is 

an official “No Discharge 
Zone.” Under the new regu-
lations, boats are banned 
from dumping sewage into 
a designated 20,000-acre 
area.

“This action will im-
prove water quality in this 
magnificent bay that is 
right in the backyards of 
millions of New Yorkers,” 
EPA Regional Administra-
tor Judith Enck said in a 
statement.

The city, state and fed-
eral governments set up 
state-of-the-art facilities on 
the perimeter of the zone 
where boats can properly 
discharge their waste, ac-
cording to the EPA.

stalled two days later when 
the airport was shut down 
in preparation for Hurri-
cane Irene.

The crews at the air-
port got a boost from cat-
friendly supporters who 
were moved by Pascoe’s 
story. A Facebook fan page 
“Jack The Cat is Lost in 
AA Baggage at JFK,” was 
immediately created and 
thousands of pet lovers 
pledged their support for 
the owner.

Two weeks ago mem-
bers of the fan page, which 
had more than 22,600 fans 
as of press time Tuesday, 
combed JFK and asked air-
port employees to be on the 
lookout for Jack.

In the end, it was the 
cat that found the crews.

Jack dropped down 

from the ceiling right near 
American staff members 
who were in the customs 
room.

“He was basically hid-
ing in the ceiling or the 
HVAC vents,” Pascoe said.

The cat was immedi-
ately taken to the airport’s 
vet center, where workers 
scanned his identification 
tag and confirmed that he 
was the missing feline. The 
news excited the fans on the 
Facebook page who have 
been giving their regards 
for a speedy recovery since 
last week.

“I’m beyond happy that 
Jack was found especially 
once people started losing 
hope and wanting to give 
up. Just shows the power 
of a loving owner and de-
termined animal lovers 
coming together to reunite 
a family,” Tracy Michelle, 
one of the fans, posted on 
the page’s wall.

American Airlines ac-
knowledged and expressed 
its appreciation for the fan 
page’s support during the 
two-month ordeal.

“We thank the friends 
of Jack for their ongoing 
search efforts outside the 
JFK perimeter and share 
everyone’s relief that he 
has been found,” American 
spokesman Jonathan Price 
said in a statement.

The airline has said it 
will fly the cat to California 
once it is given a clean bill 
of health.

When Jack does return 
home, he will be treated to 
a pleasant surprise: a new 
sibling. Pascoe said she 
adopted a new cat named 
Nilly two weeks ago to keep 
Barry company while she 
was away at work.

“I was taking the new 
cat to the vet when I got the 
call about Jack,” she said.
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Discussion explains Islam for Jews
What do Muslims believe? How 

does Islam differ from Judaism in basic 
teachings?

On Nov. 6 at 3 p.m., Dr. Ali Mermer 
will discuss the basic tenets of Islam 
in a talk at the Central Queens YM & 
YWHA. Formerly an official imam in 
Turkey, Mermer is the Muslim chaplain 
at Queens College.

Mermer’s talk will focus on basic 
tenets and texts of Islam, with a special 
emphasis on how Islam is similar to and 

how it differs from Judaism, from which 
it developed historically. The history of 
Islam will be discussed briefly.

His talk is open to the general pub-
lic and is $5 in advance, $7 at door. The 
Central Queens Y is at 67-09 108th St. in 
Forest Hills. Information can be found 
at centralqueensy.org/Authors, by call-
ing 718-268-5011, Ext. 151 or by e-mailing 
pkurtz@centralqueensy.org. Registra-
tion requested.
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Queens’ fencing dynamo
St. John’s swordplay program poised for another winning season

BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

The St. John’s University Red 
Storm fencing team has been one of 
the best in the country for a number 
of years, winning a national champi-
onship in 2001 and not placing lower 
than sixth at the national champion-
ships since 1993.

That success can be attributed 
to head Coach Yury Gelman, who 
has been at the helm of the fencing 
program at St. John’s for the past 16 
years. Gelman was recently inducted 
into the U.S. Fencing Hall of Fame in 
2010, but that doesn’t seem to matter 
much to him. He’s more concerned 
with leading a team that has won 17 
individual national championships, 
which is the most in the country since 
1996.

The three-time Olympic coach 
for the United States — at the Sydney, 
Athens and Beijing Summer Games — 

has put together an outstanding list of 
accomplishments, including coaching 
more than 100 All-American fencers 
during his tenure at St. John’s.

He seems pretty modest about 
the athletes he has recruited.

“I try to find some strong fenc-
ers,” said Gelman. “Sometimes I get 
lucky and sometimes not.”

Luck doesn’t have much to do 
with it, especially when you’re talk-
ing about a player such as Daryl 
Homer. Homer has won back-to-back 
individual NCAA saber champion-
ships and has a bright future ahead of 
him in the fencing world. Gelman has 
been coaching him since he was 11.

Homer has already proved what 
he is worth on the national level. He 
currently ranks No. 2 in the United 
States and No. 13 in the world in the 

men’s saber. He recently finished com-
peting in the World Fencing Champi-
onships in Catania, Italy, where he 
placed 34th in the individual event 
and eighth in the team event.

The Bronx native, however, is 
not content with what he has accom-
plished so far.

“I want to be No. 1 in the world 
and that is my end goal,” said Homer.

Homer will be redshirting this 
year at St. John’s to continue train-
ing for the 2012 Olympics in London, 
which he hopes to qualify for.

Marat Israelian is another back-
to-back individual NCAA champion 
at St. John’s who will be going for 
his third epee title in his senior year. 
The men’s captain is a transfer from 
the New Jersey Institute of Technol-
ogy, where he didn’t feel he was given 
the chance to excel as an athlete. He’s 

St. John’s fencing Coach Yury Gelman (r.) mentors one of his potential champions. Photo courtesy St. John’s Athletics

Continued on Page 38Continued on Page 38

FENCING

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Deirdre Munday didn’t 
vote for herself, but plenty 
of other people did.

“I didn’t like going on 
it,” the Mary Louis senior 
said. “It made me nervous.”

Last week she awoke 
to phone calls from friends 
telling her she had won the 
NYPost.com Poll asking: 
“Who is New York City’s 
top girls soccer sweeper?”

Munday received 
34,529 votes, good enough 
for 29.46 percent of the 
117,204 cast, none of which 
she said were cast by her, 
over the week. McKee/Stat-
en Island Tech’s Breanna 
Brukalo was second with 
25,308 voted and Joanne 
Mierzejewski of Tottenville 
was third with 17,395.

“I played a few of the 
girls on the poll,” Munday 
said. “They are all great 
and I would be happy for 
them if they won, too. It was 
really amazing to see the 
support people were giving 
me.”

She called the experi-
ence humbling. Despite not 
checking it herself, friends 
and family were there to 
keep her abreast of what 
was going on. Munday even 
said random students in the 

all-girls Jamaica Estates 
school came to her to tell 
her they had voted for her.

“People every day were 
checking up on me and see-
ing how I was doing,” she 
said. “It was just a great 
feeling to see that many 
people support me.”

Munday only started 
playing the position last 
season when senior sweep-
er Ellen Peiser was lost to 
an injury. She hasn’t left 
since, even upon Peiser’s 
return. Munday grew up 
playing midfield, before 
being moved to defense 
as a freshman. Her speed, 
strength, smarts and ath-
leticism made her a natural 
at the position.

“Sometimes she has a 
lot more composure than I 
do,” TMLA coach Tom Bru-
en said. “She doesn’t get 
rattled. She is very settled 
and she settles down every-
one else as well.”

The two-sport star 
— Munday also plays soft-
ball — takes plenty of joy 
in doing her job and has 
a great chemistry with 
stopper Anna McGovern. 
They led the Hilltoppers 
to a second-place finish in 
their first season back in 

TMLA’s Munday 
voted top sweeper

TMLA’s Deirdre Munday (l.) won the NYPost.com poll asking who 
was NYC’s best girls soccer sweeper. Photo by Philip Hall
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36 Snow bodes well for tough St. Franics Prep soccer
BY MARC RAIMONDI

The way Chris Joseph 
sees it, last season could 
have ended differently if St. 
Francis Prep had a different 
mentality. This team might 
not be as purely skilled as 
that group, he said, but is 
tougher — physically and 
mentally.

On a day like Satur-
day, that might have made 
all the difference.

“We have guys that 
say, ‘Screw the cold, let’s 
get out there, do the job and 
let’s go home,’” the Terriers 
star midfielder said.

St. Francis Prep’s 3-0 
win over Xavier in the 
CHSAA Class AA boys’ soc-
cer intersectional quarter-
finals at SUNY Maritime 
was a bizarre one. There 
was a driving rain through-
out the match. The weather 
plunged into the 30s and the 
precipitation became snow 
in the second half. Fog 
rolled in from the adjacent 

water. And worst of all? A 
swirling wind was whip-
ping assertively, wreaking 
havoc on play.

“Anything you put on 
is gonna be wet,” said SFP 
forward Kenny Redzema-
tovic, who was visibly shiv-
ering talking to reporters 
after the game. “In five, 10 
minutes it’s gonna be wet 
and you’re gonna be carry-
ing five, 10 pounds of extra 
weight. You really can’t do 
anything to prevent that.”

The weather was so 
bad that at halftime of the 
next game — Iona Prep 
vs. Christ the King — the 
would-have-been triple-
header was suspended for 
a later date, likely Monday 
or Tuesday at a site to be de-
termined. St. Francis Prep 
(15-0-1) was the lone team to 
earn a victory on one of the 
worst October Saturdays in 
the last 60 years.

Redzematovic was the 
first to ensure that would 
happen, beating Xavier 

keeper James Kondrat, who 
came off his line, for a goal 
in the 15th minute. A ball 
squirted out toward the 18-
yard box and Redzematovic 
and Kondrat both made a 
beeline for it with Redze-
matovic winning the race 
and making a nice move 
to his right for the game’s 
first goal.

“Our plan was to finish 
them early,” Redzematovic 
said. “I knew I had to get 
there first. That was it.”

Added Joseph: “It was 
really huge. It gave us the 
one goal that we needed. We 
knew defensively we were a 
strong team, that we could 
hold them.”

Redzematovic had an-
other goal in the 71st min-
ute after the rebound from 
a Lawrence Nikaj shot was 
saved by Kondrat, who fell 
to his feet. Jason Gonzalez 
made it 2-0 St. Francis in 

the 44th minute. Steven 
Reid, in net, had the clean 
sheet for the Terriers.

“We started playing 
the ball long more,” SFP 
Coach Franco Purificato 
said. “Putting three or 
four passes together wasn’t 
working.”

Alex Presciutti had a 
few chances for Xavier (7-
6-4) in each half, but the 
Knights fell in the quar-
terfinals for the second 
straight year.

“I think we’re better 
than last year, because 
we have more players that 
want to work,” Joseph said. 
“Last year we had a lot of 
skill, but we didn’t have a 
lot of players who wanted 
to run and work hard. This 
year we have a lot more 
horses, guys who are going 
to work hard. And the skill 
is still there.”

BY MARC RAIMONDI

The play was over. The 
volleyball seemed to touch 
the floor. Most players 
would have given up.

Not Jenna Hoffman.
A Fontbonne Hall at-

tack was dug up by Tori Tai-
be and Katherine Kilkenny 
dived back to somehow keep 
it alive. From the back row, 
Hoffman charged, sprawled 
out and punched the ball 
over the net. The Bonnies 
were caught off guard and 
it fell for a kill for the 4-foot-
11 libero.

“Just seeing two people 
make such a great up just 
made me feel like, ‘I gotta 
get this ball,’” Hoffman 
said. “And I got it over.”

The point stopped a 
run and Molloy ended up 
winning that fourth set 
and the match against 
Fontbonne 25-13, 25-19, 17-
25, 25-21 in the CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Division 

I girls’ volleyball semifi-
nals last Thursday night 
in Briarwood. The victory 
sends the Stanners into the 
finals against the winner of 
the St. Francis Prep/Mary 
Louis match at SFP.

“She never gives up,” 
junior outside hitter Mad-
die Casello said of Hoffman. 
“That’s what Molloy is. We 
never give up and we prove 
everyone wrong.”

Hoffman got the kill, 

but Taibe, coming off the 
bench, made an outstand-
ing pancake dig and Kilk-
enny sacrificed her body 
to bump the ball up. The 
point gave Molloy (10-2) a 
13-10 lead in the fourth set. 

Hoffman had two straight 
aces later to make it 20-13 
and Kilkenny had two big 
kills, including the match 
winner.

“I guess that kind of 
symbolizes everything 
we’ve talked about this 
year, about it being a team 
effort,” Stanners assistant 
Coach Rose Ruesing said of 
the wild play.

Casello had 15 kills, 
Lauren Pagan had 10 kills 
and Hoffman had 20 digs 
for Molloy. Amanda Price 
had 25 assists and 13 digs, 
Emily Rabot had four aces 
and Hoffman, Pagan, Kilk-
enny and Price all had 
three aces.

“Jenna just throws 
herself on the floor and 
then we all have a job,” Ca-
sello said. “Jenna plays her 
defense and our job as hit-
ters is just to kill. You put 
it all together and it’s like a 
puzzle.”

“Last time they want-

ed it more than we did,” 
Casello said of Fontbonne. 
“No one wants to win and 
go in to play [in the cham-
pionship] the way we do. 
We really wanted it. By the 
way we played today, we 
proved it.”

Lauren Ganun had 10 
kills, Kristen Sullivan had 
eight kills and Victoria Sta-
race had seven kills for the 
Bonnies. Katie Lang had 25 
assists. Due to traffic and 
inclement weather, it took 
Fontbonne more than two 
hours to get to Molloy from 
Bay Ridge and the Bonnies 
looked flat early.

The Stanners will 
move on, though.

“After that tiebreaker 
with Prep, we felt like we 
were kind of dead that 
game,” Hoffman said. “We 
were like angry. We have a 
lot of determination to get 
back out there and we want 
to win the championship 
really bad.”

St. Francis Prep’s Kenny Redzematovic had two goals against 
Xavier while battling inclement weather. Photo by Denis Gostev

Molloy overcomes Fontbonne rally for spot in fi nal

Archbishop Molloy celebrates after beating Fontbonne Hall Academy in the semifinals. 
Photo by Lauren Marsh
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Molloy freshman bowler Thomas Cacioppo (l.) with his coach and grandfather, Vinny Leonardo. 
Photo by Marc Raimondi

Bowling runs in the family
Coach welcomes grandson to Archbishop Molloy rolling squad

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Archbishop Molloy had 
just won the city champion-
ship and the bowling lanes 
were clear. Everyone was 
in the front of the building 
when Thomas Cacioppo 
grabbed a ball.

Cacioppo was 4 years 
old at the time and always 
begging his grandfather, 
Stanners Coach Vinny 
Leonardo, to let him bowl. 
He would not be denied that 
day. With no one looking, 
he let it go.

“He rolls the ball,” 
Leonardo said. “It’s go-
ing about a mile an hour, 
straight dead down center. 
And he throws a strike. The 
place just roared.”

Call it foreshadowing.
A decade later, Ca-

cioppo is at Molloy now as 
a freshman and playing JV 
under Leonardo and his 
mother Patti. All Cacioppo 
has wanted to do since he 
was an infant was bowl for 
his grandfather at Molloy 
and he currently leads the 
team with a 177 average. 
Leonardo has been at the 
school for 19 years and Ca-
cioppo says he’s been by his 
side for 14 of them.

“I learned mostly from 
watching the Molloy kids 
bowling,” he said. “I was a 
little baby, I was in a car-
riage and I would always 
go to the matches. Even 
though I was the short one, 
I was always standing on 
a chair cheering for them, 
whether they were winning 
or losing.”

Cacioppo has learned 
well. He comes from a bowl-
ing family and that’s the 
sport he has chosen. The 
goal is to one day earn a 
college scholarship like 
former Molloy star Marlon 
Nepomuceno did when he 
bowled at Arizona State 
recently. Cacioppo vows 
to surpass Nepomuceno, a 
friend, as a Molloy all-time 
great, though Leonardo 

tells him, “Easy does it.”
“Even though it’s not 

a big sport like baseball or 
basketball, it’s bowling,” 
Cacioppo said. “It’s what 
I love to do. It means a lot 
to me that I made the team 
and to be bowling for my 
grandfather and my mom.”

He has won state tour-
naments in his age group 
before high school and 
earned more than $500 in 
scholarship money through 
bowling already. Leonardo 
thinks he, Matt Gardner 
and Mike Carillo, all fresh-
men, can be among the 
best bowlers in the city as 
they get older. Molloy has 
won nine varsity CHSAA 
intersectional titles and 
seven junior varsity. But 
the Stanners have been in 
a drought since 2008. This 
is the nucleus that might 
bring them back.

“It’s probably the best 
group I’ve had strength-
wise coming in,” Leonardo 
said.

The junior varsity 
even had a higher average 

than the varsity in a match 
against Bishop Ford recent-
ly. But Leonardo doesn’t be-
lieve in freshmen being on 
varsity — much like Molloy 
legendary boys’ basketball 
Coach Jack Curran. Leon-
ardo has just one in his 
tenure, Paul Marshall in 
1997, and only a handful of 
sophomores.

“The three of them will 
probably move up faster 
than I’ve done in the past,” 

Leonardo said. “When you 
wind up on varsity, that 
puts you on a higher level 
and the expectations are 
that much more. I don’t 
want to put that on a fresh-
man. I feel like freshmen 
need to settle in their first 
year.”

The transition has 
been easier for Cacioppo, 
of course. He’s been around 
Molloy bowling his entire 
life, going back to that 
scene when he was 4 after 
the city title match.

“He was always saying, 
‘Papa, when can I throw 
a bowling ball — I want 
to throw a bowling ball,’” 
Leonardo said. “He wanted 
to bowl even then.”

He’s getting the chance 
now, keeping it in the fam-
ily. Leonardo said Cacioppo 
is not his grandson at the 
bowling alley and he’s not 
treated any differently.

With one exception.
“I can’t call him Vin, 

though,” Cacioppo said 
with a laugh.

Visit us online for more sports news at: www.timesledger.com

I learned mostly 
from watching 
the Molloy kids 
bowling. I was a 
little baby, I was 
in a carriage and 

I would always 
go to matches.

Thomas Cacioppo
 

BY ASHLEY GRUBLER

Cardozo star Ashley 
Grubler, one of the top girls 
volleyball players in the city, 
takes us behind the scenes 
into her world as the Judges 
attempt to win back-to-back 
PSAL Class A champion-
ships. Grubler will give us 
the blow by blow through 
scrimmages, tournaments, 
rivalry matches and recruit-
ing.

Being a captain isn’t 
all what it’s cracked up to 
be. Do I love being captain? 
Yes, of course but it has 
some obstacles.

In volleyball, I am my 
own worst enemy. I criticize 
myself more than anyone 
else criticizes me. Truth-
fully, I have high expecta-
tions of myself. I know that 
every game I can play 10 
times better and for me it’s 
hard not to get down about 
that. That is why it’s harder 
for me to motivate my team 
when I’m always down 
about the way I play.

It’s a tough learning 
experience. I had to learn 
to always keep my head up 
and make sure everyone 
else’s head is up. I am not 
the greatest at keeping my 
head up, but I try hard to 
let it not affect me. All I can 
say about that is pressure. 
But I deal with pressure 
well so I think I’m going to 
be OK. As a team, also, that 
is our worst trait. When we 
get down, needless to say, 
it’s game over.

In all of my four years, 

the Francis Lewis tour-
nament was probably the 
most competitive tourna-
ment I have ever been to 
in the PSAL. My goal for 
that tournament was to 
make it out of pool play and 
anything else after that 
I would’ve been satisfied 
with.

My goal was complet-
ed. In overall pool play we 
went 3-3, losing to Pelham, 
splitting with St Francis 
Prep (splitting with them 
was one of my goals as 
well) and taking two from 
Grover Cleveland. Right 
then and there I thought we 
weren’t going to make it out 
of pool play until I realized 
that St Francis Prep also 
was 3-3. All we needed to do 
was beat them in a one-set 
tiebreaker to 25 to advance 
into the playoffs. It sounds 
easy when I word it like 
that but I won’t lie to you: I 
thought we weren’t going to 
do it. This is the St. Francis 
Prep that has won numer-
ous championships.

Obviously no one 
could’ve guessed what hap-
pened next. But the impos-
sible was made possible that 
day. In a one-set thriller we 
beat St. Francis Prep, 26-
24, and advanced into the 
semifinals where we would 
meet Panas.

Panas, unfortunately, 
ended our run there, but 
it was a good match. That 
match felt like I was play-
ing at club because it was 
a team that I have never 
faced before where I didn’t 

Cardozo’s Ashley Grubler discusses the perils of being captain and 
the Francis Lewis tournament. Photo by Denis Gostev

The burden of being 
a Cardozo captain
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Get daily updates and Web exclusives online at

 www.timesledger.com

confident that he found that 
place in Queens.

“I know the environ-
ment here is much better 
than any other school in the 
country, so for me it was a 
logical choice to come to St. 
John’s,” said Israelian.

The one thing that 
both Homer and Israelian 
can agree on is that Coach 
Gelman has been a major 
influence not only in their 
fencing careers, but also 

in their lives. Israelian de-
scribed him as somebody 
that you should take ex-
ample from. Homer went a 
little further.

“Yuri has meant the 
world to me. He’s impacted 
me on the way I look at my 
life,” said Homer.

St. John’s will open 
up the 2011-12 season at the 
North American Cup Ju-
nior Tournament in Aus-
tin, Texas, Nov. 11.

Continued from Page 35

Queens fencing
Continued from Page 37 Continued from Page 37

Munday Dozo captain

Get your Queens news on Facebook:  

facebook.com/timesledger

CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens. 
Munday said there was an 
adjustment period for the 
new players and the dif-
ferent style of play, but she 
couldn’t get used to playing 
offense when Bruen tried to 
move up in lopsided wins.

“I love it back there,” 
she said. “Some people love 
the joy of dribbling through 
people. I get the same plea-
sure of like kicking the ball 

and getting it up field.”
While she enjoys being 

in the back on the field, she 
certainly got a kick out of 
being voted on top.

“It was really cool,” 
Munday said. “People kept 
on coming up to me, people 
who I didn’t really talk to 
on a friend basis. Every-
one just came together at 
school.”

know what to expect. But 
as a team, even though we 
didn’t know what to expect, 
we definitely gave it our 
best and played well against 
them. I was very proud of 
what we had accomplished 
that day. I finally realized 
that nothing is impossible.

If we lift our heads and 
give our all we can do any-
thing. The sky is the limit 
for Cardozo and we are not 
stopping until our very last 
goal is completed. We have 
come down to the final 
stretch. It’s almost playoff 
time.

Let’s do this, ladies!
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CLASS

Stop by for free Dunkin’ Donuts & coffee and pick up 
coupons to save on holiday shipping & supplies.

Saturday, November 5th, 10am–2pm
107-14 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills

718-263-3300

We Make Shipping Easy

* Domestic Express & Ground Shipping
* International Shipping

* Packaging Service
* Boxes & Packaging Supplies

* Holiday Gift Packaging & Cards
*Copy, Fax & Scan
* Mailbox Rentals

Please Join Us!
Pre-Holiday Open House

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SHIPPING STORE IS UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
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and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Style for your windows, savings 
for you. Hunter Douglas window 
fashions are always a smart choice 
for creating inviting, attractive spaces. 
Now through December 12, 2011, 
mail-in rebates let you enjoy select 
styles at a savings of $25 to $300 
per unit.* Purchase and install their 
energy-efficient Duette® Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades before the end 
of this year, and you may qualify for 
a federal tax credit of up to $500.** 
Ask us for details. 
Clockwise from top left: Silhouette® Window Shadings, 
Luminette® Privacy Sheers, Duette® Architella® Honeycomb 
Shades, Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made 9/13/11 – 12/12/11. Rebate offers may not be combined; there is a limit of one rebate per qualifying unit. For each qualifying unit purchased, the higher applicable rebate amount 
will apply. Other limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. **For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a 
salesperson or visit hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. The tax credit for 2011 is subject to a limitation based in part on the amount of Section 25C credits taken in prior years. It is 
recommended that you consult your tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation and your ability to claim this tax credit. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE
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NYC DCA #0886160/ DMV Fac #7055788. *On select models with approved credit.

NOW’S THE TIME TO GET
OF 

THE

72
MONTHS* 

UP 
TO

120 DAYS DEFERRED 
PAYMENTS!

NO PAYMENTS TILL 
MARCH 2012!0%

APR

november 3 thru 7
HB CHEVY IS OFFERING

OF THE

DUE 
AT 

SIGNING!

SIGN AND
DRIVE 

LEASING 
AVAILABLE!

$0 NO REASONABLE 
OFFERS REFUSED...

UNREASONABLE
OFFERS CONSIDERED!

hbchevy.com
718-263-7700 QUEENS BLVD & 

YELLOWSTONE BLVD
FOREST HILLS

Hours:
Mon-Thur:

9-9, 
Fri: 9-7,
Sat: 9-6
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LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR ON ALL 2011 MODELS

SALES EVENT - NOW UNTIL JANUARY 3RD

WE’LL HELP YOU SAVE
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75-10 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS, NEW YORK

877-247-1979
KOEPPELAUTOS.COM

QUALITY PRE-OWNED CAN COST LESS!

OVER 50 CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED NISSANS TO CHOOSE FROM!
ALTIMA2010

NISSAN

$$1414,995995$14,995
*

4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alarm. Stk#780070. 49K Miles!

*Tax, tags, doc & MV fees additional. Prices include all Factory rebates & incentives. Photo for illustration purposes only. See dealer for complete details. Subject to credit
approval. Ad offers cannot be combined. Not responsible for errors or omissions. All ad Offers expire 72 hours after publication.NYSDMV7068638. NYSDCA0888893

Koeppel Always Delivers Top QualityPre-Owned Vehicles...

ALL vehicles come with 5-DAY EXCHANGE POLICY.ALL vehicles come with 6 MONTH/6,000 MILE WARRANTY.ALL vehicles come with OWNER MANUALS & 2 SETS OF KEYS.ALL vehicles come with CARFAX REPORT.

KOEPPEL HAS AN

A+RATING!

GUARANTEED
CREDIT CENTER!

DRIVE YOUR BAD
CREDIT AWAY!
BANKRUPTCIES AND

FORECLOSURES WELCOME!

YYOOUU’’RREE  AAPPPPRROOVVEEDD!!

If you make $1500 per month
Have a valid state I.D.
Can prove income & residence…CALL OUR TOLL-FREE 

CREDIT HOTLINE 1-888-876-8364 ASK FOR
CYNTHIA

1

2

3

2011 NISSAN JUKE
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, CD Player. Stk#UN2409. 10K Miles!

$17,895*

2010 NISSAN 370Z TOURING
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Alloys, Spoiler, Leather. Stk#UN2366. 4K Miles!

$30,995*

2009 LEXUS RX350
AWD! 6 Cyl, Auto, Leather, Convertible, Moonroof. Stk#780188. 37K Miles!

$31,995*

2010 NISSAN TITAN CREW CAB
8 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/Windows & Locks, CD Player. Stk#780205. 8K Miles!

$26,995*

2008 INFINITI FX35
LOADED! 6 Cylinder, Auto, AWD, P/Windows & Locks. Stk#780225. 14K Miles!

$28,995*

2009 NISSAN MURANO S
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, ABS, P/Windows & Locks. Stk#780111. 37K Miles!

$19,995*

2010 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY LWB
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys. Stk#780112. 29K Miles!

$18,995*

2010 MAZDA 6i SPORT
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, ABS, Alarm. Stk#780071. 43K Miles!

$15,985*

2010 NISSAN MAXIMA
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, ABS, Leather, Moonroof. Stk#UN2504. 41K Miles!

$23,495*

2009 MERCEDES C300
4MATIC! P/Windows, P/Locks, Cruise, CD Player. Stk#UN2598. 26K Miles!

$30,995*

2011 NISSAN SENTRA SR
LIKE NEW! 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, ABS, P/L, P/W, CD Plyr. Stk#UN2527. 4K Miles!

$16,795*

2008 BMW 328 XI
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof, Nav, Leather. Stk#780094. 33K Miles!

$24,995
2010 HONDA CR-V

4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof. Stk#UN2408. 19K Miles!

$22,995*

2009 SUBARU FORESTER WAGON
4 Cyl, Alloys, A/C, P/W, P/L, Cruise. Stk#UN1721. 24K Miles!

$16,995*

2006 AUDI A8
8 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Moonroof, Leather. Stk#UN1608. 51K Miles!

$32,995*

PRE-OWNEDPRE-OWNEDADVANTAGEADVANTAGEADVANTAGE
PRE-OWNEDPRE-OWNED

Visit Our Truck Lot 
77-15 Northern Blvd.
Queens, New York

AWD!

AWD!

LOW
MILES! CERTIFIED!

NAVIGATION!

NAVIGATION!

4WD!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!

35 
USed Altimas 

In Stock!

ALLOYS! LIKE
NEW!

CERTIFIED!

NAVIGATION!
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2007 NISSAN
PATHFINDER SE 4X4

$$1616,000000$16,000
*

Automatic, Power Windows, Power Locks &
Much More! Stk#23345A. ONLY 30K Miles!

WWW.KOEPPELMAZDA.COM
57-01 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS

1-888-340-7378�

IC
IPA

L CREDIT

WWW.KOEPPELVW.COM
57-15 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS

ONLY 2
MILES FROM
THE 59TH ST.

BRIDGE

1-866-896-1111

HOURS:
MON-THUR 9-9,
FRI 9-7, SAT 9-7
OPEN SUNDAY

11AM-5PM
PARTS DEPT OPEN SATURDAY

FROM 9AM-1:00PM

*Prices include applicable rebates and incentives. All rebates subject to qualification. Tax, tags, doc & MV fees and $795 dealer preparation additional. Retail prices based on current Kelley Blue book. Prices subject to change. Photos are for
illustration purposes only. All advertised vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Ad offers cannot be combined. Offer expires 7 days after pub. date.VW-NYSDMV#7068638. NYSDCA#0918152. MAZDA-NYSDMV#7097757. NYSDCA#1175356.

––––– NO CREDIT REJECTED! –––––

1-800-476-1753
✔ SECURE ✔ SIMPLE

✔ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

2002 HYUNDAI
TUCSON

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player,
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!
Stk#MU1890. ONLY 53K Miles!

$13,000
*

2008 MAZDA
CX-7

AWD! Auto, A/C, ABS, Cruise,
P/W, P/L & Much More!

Stk#U7774. ONLY 68K Miles!

$15,000
*

2007 NISSAN
MURANO

AWD! Auto, Leather, P/Seats, A/C,
CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#U7823. ONLY 45K Miles!

$16,000
*

2010 NISSAN
ROGUE

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player,
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!
Stk#U7736. ONLY 12K Miles!

$18,000
*

2004 VW
TOUREG

AWD! V8, Leather, Alloys, Auto, A/C,
CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#U7792. ONLY 67K Miles!

$18,000
*

2010 MAZDA
CX-7

CERTIFIED! AWD! Leather, Alloys, Auto,
A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#MU1931. ONLY 15K Miles!

$19,000
*

2009 TOYOTA
RAV 4

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player,
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!
Stk#U7811. ONLY 6K Miles!

$21,000
*

2007 TOYOTA
4-RUNNER
AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player,
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!
Stk#U7658. ONLY 56K Miles!

$22,000
*

2010 JEEP
WRANGLER

AWD! Alloys, P/Seats, Auto, A/C, CD
Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!

Stk#MU1876. ONLY 11K Miles!

$23,000
*

2009 MAZDA
CX-9

CERTIFIED! AWD! Heated Seats, Leather,
Alloys, Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L &
Much More! Stk#MU1937. ONLY 45K Miles!

$24,000
*

2010 MAZDA
CX-7

CERTIFIED! AWD! Auto, A/C, Moonroof,
Leather, Alloys, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L &
Much More! Stk#MU1910. ONLY 4K Miles!

$29,000
*

2008 MERCEDES
ML320 CDI
DIESEL! AWD! Nav, Powerlift Gate, Heated Seats,
Reverse Camera, Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W,
P/L & Much More! Stk#U7829. ONLY 30K Miles!

$39,000
*

DON’T GET
STUCK IN

THE SNOW!

OVER 50
CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

TRUCKS
THE
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 THIS IS NEW YORK;   
 WE NEED TO 
 LOOK GOOD.
When you’re the biggest airline in the fashion capital of the world, you should 

be held to a certain standard. That’s why we’re undergoing a massive makeover. 

At LaGuardia, we’re starting over with a brand new Delta Sky Club,® locally 

infl uenced restaurants, and revamped gate areas with iPads that let you order 

food right to your table (and play games while you wait). And once that’s fi nished, 

it’s on to JFK. We’re proud to fi nally give New York City the gateways it deserves. 

DELTA.COM
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