
THE NEWSPAPER OF LITTLE NECK, DOUGLASTON, GLEN OAKS, FLORAL PARK & NORTH SHORE TOWERS

Your Neighborhood - Your News® 75 cents

 A CNG Publication • Vol. 92, No. 47                                64 total pages 

M
AILING ADDRESS GOES HERE

Nov. 24-30, 2011

BY IVAN PEREIRA

A steady stream of traffic 
poured in and out of the new Fair-
way Sunday, a few days after the 
market opened to great fanfare in 
the Douglaston Shopping Plaza.

Customers with shopping 
carts filled to the brim with the  
store’s famed fare rode the eleva-
tor to the upper level parking lot 

where drivers searched chaoti-
cally for that prized empty spot.

The packed site has not 
changed since crowds braved the 
rain to be the first to enter the 
new supermarket.

The shopping center and 
the surrounding streets were 
jammed last week as shoppers 
from all over the city flocked to 
be one of the first to walk through 

the 56,000-square-foot store, at 
242-02 61st Ave.

The Nov. 16 opening was so 
big that traffic on the eastbound 
side of Douglaston Parkway was 
brought to a virtual standstill 
and that car deluge continued in 
the parking lot, where a couple of 
customers got into fender-benders 
trying to get a spot.

Michael Burke, 25, of Flush-

ing, was first on the line to en-
ter the store before it officially 
opened around 11 a.m. and said 
that its reputation attracted him.

“The other stores near me 
don’t really have good food,” 
he said while waiting with his 
2-year-old son Liam. “I’m going to 
get some salmon and some milk 
for him.”

Continued on Page 19

Fairway opens to raves in Doug
Emporium draws huge crowds as shoppers jockey for parking and groceries 

Marielle Abikaram, of Douglaston, picks up some prime rib during the opening of the new Fairway market in Douglaston. Photo by Christina Santucci

Greenmarket in 
Douglaston ends 
inaugural season

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The city wrapped up the 
Douglaston Greenmarket this 
weekend, and though it was a hit 
with customers, the verdict is 
still out on whether or not it will 
return next year.

“We had a wonderful first 
season. It’s great to give our farm-
ers a new market and for the 
customers to see what they have 
to offer,” said Jeanne Hodesh, a 
spokeswoman for GrowNYC’s 
Greenmarket program. “We will 

Continued on Page 19
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Tourney at Alley Pond 
honors 9/11 fi refi ghter 
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
With Christmas right 

around the corner, Brian 
Kim’s packing and covering 
mathematics techniques 
should come in handy, but 
until then he will just have 
to settle for winning presti-
gious science competitions.

Over the weekend, the 
Bayside student won the in-
dividual category in the re-
gional finals of the Siemens 
Competition in Math, Sci-
ence & Technology when 
he presented his project 
entitled “Packing and Cov-
ering with Centrally Sym-
metric Disks” to a panel of 
judges at Carnegie Mellon 
University in Pittsburgh.

Along with the hon-
or, Kim received a $3,000 
scholarship and a trip to 
Washington, D.C., Dec. 
2-5, when he will compete 
in the national finals for a 
shot at a $100,000 top prize 
and the recognition as one 
of the nation’s brightest 
young minds.

An alumnus of MS 
158 and a senior at Stuyve-
sant High School, Kim told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in a telephone interview 
that his research paper ex-
amined the relationship be-
tween covering and pack-
ing densities.

“Covering is if you 
have a disc and you want 
to cover it so that there’s 
no open space or uncovered 
part of the plane,” he said.

The theoretical exer-
cise is to cover the plane 
without creating overlaps, 
or increasing the covering 

density.
The second part of his 

project is the concept of 
packing density.

“Assume the disks are 
actual, tangible objects like 
cookies in a tray,” he said. 
“You want to try to place as 
many of them in the tray as 
possible.”

“Brian’s comprehen-
sion of this complex area of 
mathematics showed real 
maturity,” said competi-
tion judge Po-Shen Loh, 
assistant professor of math-
ematical sciences at Carn-
egie Mellon University.

“His remarkable abil-
ity to recall concepts and 
solve problems in real time 
was matched only by his 
speaking and presentation 
skills. He was able to take 
a very complex issue and 
make it accessible,” the 
judge said.

Kim’s project has appli-

cations in telecommunica-
tions, radio transmission, 
manufacturing, packaging 
and other related fields to 
optimize signal coverage.

He said he had spent 
around 500 hours since 
the beginning of the school 
year working on the project 
with his mentor, Hofstra 
University mathematics 
professor Dan Ismailescu.

He said that when he 
graduates from Stuyvesant 
he would like to study to be 
an engineer.

Another regional final-
ist from northeast Queens, 
Yuwen Cheng, of Whites-
tone, also presented a proj-
ect at the competition.

Cheng’s biochemistry 
project, “HIFD is a Chroma-
tin-Associated Ubiquitin 
Ligase,” investigated a new 
type of protein that could 
affect the general cellular 
response to DNA damage.

Cheng brought home a 
$1,000 scholarship.

“The Siemens Compe-
tition has a proud history 
of attracting awe-inspiring 
research projects from 
America’s best and bright-
est and we are pleased to 
see that this year is no 
exception,” said Jeniffer 
Harper-Taylor, president 
of the Siemens Foundation. 
“We can all take heart in 
the remarkable work being 
done by this next genera-
tion of young innovators as 
exemplified by these young 
New Yorkers.”

According to its web-
site, the Siemens Founda-
tion provides more than $7 
million annually in support 
of educational initiatives in 
the areas of science, tech-
nology, engineering and 
math in the United States.

BY JOE ANUTA

The deal is off between 
a noisy Auburndale car ser-
vice center and lawmakers 
from northeast Queens.

City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
threw down the gauntlet 
Monday morning outside 
the Star Nissan Service 
Center, at 172nd Street and 
Station Road, pledging to 
force the businesses to com-
ply with city regulations.

“City laws are not 
optional and Auburndale 
is not your personal play-
ground,” Halloran said at 
a news conference. “Along 
with my colleagues in gov-
ernment, I will do all I can 
to end Star Nissan’s 10-year 
reign of nuisance.”

Halloran had set what 
he called a “good neighbor” 
deadline of Nov. 15 for the 
center to reduce noise by 
keeping its large bay doors 
closed when not being used 
to enter and exit the shop.

The deadline, which 
Halloran said the dealer 
ignored, was imposed af-

ter the councilman was 
captured on video curs-
ing at the manager in an 
explicative-laced tirade, 
saying: “I’m not f---ing jok-
ing. Either these doors stay 
closed, top to bottom, all 
the f---ing time, or we’re go-
ing to have a problem! This 
is the last time we have this 
conversation!”

On Monday morning, 
Halloran was joined by a 
throng of supporters, many 
brandishing signs lambast-
ing the center, along with 
several colleagues in gov-
ernment.

But a manger for the 
dealership said he missed 
the news conference and 
had no response to the alle-
gations and pledge by Hal-
loran to rein in the service 
center.

The councilman listed 
some of the regulations he 
said the business had been 
flaunting for about a de-
cade.

Star Nissan is required 
to provide one parking 
space for every 10 employ-

Baysider Brian Kim (l.) shows off his award for the winning individual category in the Siemens 
Competition in Math, Science & Technology. Blake Smith (c.) and Vickram Gidwani won the team com-

Boro teen heads to nat’l fi nals
Bayside scientist’s math project focuses on telecommunications

Star Nissan ignores 
Halloran deadline

A young Auburndale resident holds a sign referring to City 
Councilman Dan Halloran’s tirade against Star Nissan that featured 
some very adult language. Image courtesy Dan Halloran

Continued on Page 19
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For more, visit our website at www.littleneck.net/ccln.
We are also on Facebook. 

Search for Community Church of Little Neck.

The Community Church of Little Neck
46-16 Little Neck Parkway, Little Neck, NY 11362

Telephone: 718-229-2534

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM – 11:30 AM
Rev. Paul Drake, Pastor

This Sunday, November 27  
1st Sunday in Advent

Choir Rehearsal - 9:00 AM
Family Worship - 10:00 AM

This week we begin our Advent candlelighting ritual.  Pastor Drake’s sermon is 

“Waiting, Watching, Longing”, based on Isaiah 64: 1-9 and Mark 13: 24-37.  

Our choir will perform under the direction of Lynne Hoffmann.  

Please join us for this uplifting worship experience

Coffee and Fellowship - 11:15 AM
Friday Prayer Circle - 11:00 AM

Join us in the Church Parlor.

Saturday, 9:00 AM – Breakfast with the Bible
We continue with our Advent study, The Journey, with video that explores

 the meaning of the Advent Scriptures for today.

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES
at reg. price

GET 2nd PAIR

50% OFF

w/coupon, exp. 12-08-11

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS
Progressive Lenses
with Metal Frames

w/coupon, exp. 12-08-11

$99* Exam
Extra

VARILUX
PROGRESSIVE LENSES

w/coupon, exp.12-08-11

$16999*

DISPOSABLE
CONTACTS

w/coupon, exp. 12-08-11
INC. EYE EXAM • 2 BOXES OF LENSES

$99*

2 PAIRS OF
CONTACTS OR GLASSES

w/coupon, exp. 12-08-11

$99 Exam
Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

SPECIAL #5

LIMITED TIME 
ONLY!

50% OFF* 
All Eyeglasses

* some restrictions apply * 
most frames
exp. 12-08-11 

We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020

• Accepting Most Insurance Plans

• Full Service Lab • On-The-Spot Eyeglass Repair

• Glasses & Contact Lenses Expertly Fitted

• Largest Selection Of Children’s Eyewear In The Area

• Optometrist & Ophthalmologist On Premises

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

Whitestone 9/11 hero honored with pigskin tourney
Tribute to fallen fi refi ghter, football lover has grown with 32 teams competing in Alley Pond

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

It was the perfect 
weather for a football tour-
nament in memory of Fire-
fighter Thomas Casoria, 
his family said.

“He would wear the 
field on his shirt,” Casoria’s 
cousin, Tony Marden, said 
as he surveyed the muddy 
fields at Alley Pond Park, 
where several football 
games were being played 
simultaneously as rain 
steadily fell.

“My mother would try 
every kind of detergent,” 
Casoria’s brother Carlo 
said at the Nov. 16 event, 
“but nothing would work.”

Ten years ago Marden, 
of Bayside, and Carlo Caso-
ria started the Thomas Ca-
soria Memorial Touch Foot-
ball Tournament. Thomas 
Casoria, who worked at the 
Engine 22-Ladder 13 house 
in Manhattan, was one of 

the 343 Bravest killed on 
9/11. He was 29.

“Tommy was a fighter 
and a hard-nosed kid, a hus-
tler and a never-quit kind of 
guy,” Marden said.

There had already been 
an all-day football event for 
firefighters in existence, 
so the tournament was re-
made into one remember-
ing Casoria, who grew up 
in Whitestone and played 
on both the gridirons and 
baseball diamonds for Holy 
Cross High School in Flush-
ing.

During the first few 
years of the tournament, 
Marden admitted, the 
event did not run quite as 
smoothly as it does now.

“When we first start-
ed, we were out on the field 
in regular clothes with yel-
low things in our pockets,” 
Marden joked about him-
self and others serving as 
makeshift referees.

This year 16 referees in 
black and white uniforms 
called the games.

Carlo Casoria took the 
field with his team Engine 
306 in Bayside as his son — 
Thomas Casoria’s nephew 
Andrew, 9 — tossed around 
a football on the sidelines. 
Both Andrew Casoria, 
who plays for the Mineola 
Chiefs, and Marden’s son 
Michael, who now plays for 
the Buffalo State College, 
wear No. 22 in Thomas Ca-
soria’s memory.

“It’s a family number,” 
Carlo Casoria said, ex-
plaining that it referred to 
the family address on 22nd 
Avenue.

A total of 32 teams took 
part this year, and organiz-
ers grilled burgers and hot 
dogs under a tent for about 
500 people.

Before the games com-
menced at 9 a.m., there was 
a moment of silence for Ca-

soria and others who lost 
their lives during the ter-
rorist attacks on the World 
Trade Center.

Whatever funds are 
raised during the day go to 
the Thomas Casoria Memo-
rial Foundation, Marden 
said, explaining that the 
money is mainly used to 
run the event and the rest 
goes to scholarships for stu-
dents at Holy Cross High 
School and to help firefight-
ers who have developed 
health problems after 9/11.

“A lot of firemen are 
getting sick,” Carlo Caso-
ria said. “If there is a fund-
raiser for a firefighter who 
is getting cancer, we write 
them a check.”

Firefighter Thomas Casoria’s family — brother Carlo (l.-r.), nephew 
Andrew and cousin Tony Marden — brave the rain for the annual 
football tournament to remember Casoria, who was killed on 9/11. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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James Hong stands near the unity map for New York City, which 
restyles several state districts in Queens. Photo by Joe Anuta

GOP pushes to redraw
district lines in Queens

BY JOE ANUTA
 
State Republicans 

have been quietly shopping 
around a map of proposed 
legislative lines as part of 
the upcoming redistricting, 
as Queens minority groups 
have been advocating for 
lines of their own.

The GOP blueprint is 
still in its infancy, accord-
ing to a Republican source 
who spoke on condition 
of anonymity because the 
first draft of the districts 
was not made official, but it 
could include some signifi-
cant shuffling in Queens.

The district of state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) — which encompass-
es all or part of Bayside, 
Douglaston, Bay Terrace, 
Queens Village, Bellerose, 
Flushing, Whitestone, 
Little Neck, College Point, 
Hollis, Jamaica Estates, 
Glen Oaks and Floral Park 
— could be eliminated al-
together and a new district 
carved out farther south.

The new district could 
include portions of Hollis 
and the northern portions 
of Sen. Malcolm Smith’s 
(D-St. Albans) district, as 
well as portions of Nassau 
County like Long Beach , 
the source said. Although 
it is not common for state 
offices to cross into other 
counties, the district of for-
mer Sen. Frank Padavan 
did so in the 1980s.

There is also talk that 
the district of Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) 
could be extended farther 

south to include some or 
all of the Rockaways, the 
source said.

Alternatively, the 
district of a senior Brook-
lyn Republican senator 
could gain some ground in 
Queens as well.

Sen. Marty Golden 
(R-Brooklyn) could gain 
ground across the water to 
include conservative en-
claves like Breezy Point in 
order to protect the senior 
lawmaker, the source said, 
since one strategy behind 
redistricting is to protect 
incumbents.

From the look of Gold-
en’s district, it appears that 
it has been protected in the 
past.

Golden’s district is ba-
sically in three segments. 
The neighborhood Marine 
Park is connected to the 
middle portion of Golden’s 
district by a thin strip, at 
one point only a block wide. 
The middle blob, the neigh-
borhood Sheepshead Bay, is 
connected to the main sec-
tion of Golden’s district by 
a small, one-block portion 
as well.

And that kind of selec-
tive carving out of bound-
aries is what groups like 
the The Asian American 
Community Coalition on 
Redistricting and Democ-
racy spoke out against at a 
Nov. 16 news conference.

“It’s very telling when 
your own legislators de-
scribe their districts as ger-
rymandered,” said James 
Hong, spokesman for the 

Liu probe shocks Flushing
Rival political circles say federal investigation was long overdue

BY JOE ANUTA AND HOWARD 
KOPLOWITZ

The Flushing com-
munity is stunned by the 
news that City Comptroller 
John Liu, who rose through 
the political ranks in the 
bustling Queens neighbor-
hood, has been ensnared in 
a federal investigation into 
his campaign finances.

Last week a fund-rais-
er for the mayoral hopeful 
was arrested on federal 
wire fraud charges for al-
legedly funneling $16,000 to 
Liu’s campaign, the U.S. at-
torney in Manhattan said.

Xing Wu “Oliver” 
Pan, 46, of New Jersey, is 
charged with helping an 
undercover FBI agent pos-
ing as a businessman con-
tribute the $16,000 to Liu’s 
2013 campaign account by 
using straw donors to cir-
cumvent campaign finance 
laws, U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara said.

Liu has not been 
charged and there is no in-
dication at this point that 
he was aware of Pan’s role 
in his campaign.

The arrest is just the 

latest in a series of events 
that have raised doubts 
about the accuracy of Liu’s 
books: The New York Times 
report that found about two 
dozen of Liu’s listed do-
nors said they did not give 
money to his campaign and 

Liu’s announcement that 
he would look into his own 
finances following the re-
port.

In addition, the Envi-
ronmental Control Board 
slapped the comptroller 
with a nearly $500,000 fine 

for putting up illegal cam-
paign posters.

“It’s very sad what’s 
happening. It’s like a bomb 
dropped in the communi-
ty,” said Ethel Chen, a Dem-
ocratic district leader who 

A fund-raiser for City Comptroller John Liu is facing federal charges on alleged illegalities with Liu’s 
2013 campaign account, according to the U.S. attorney’s office. 

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
After U.S. Rep. Bob Turner’s (R-

Kew Gardens) upset victory against 
state Assemblyman David Weprin in 
a September special election, Repub-
licans are extending their reach into 
Forest Hills with a new political club.

The American Eagle Republican 
Club of Forest Hills held its inaugural 
meeting last week.

The club’s leader, Juan Reyes, 
was the Queens GOP’s first choice to 
run against Weprin after Rep. Antho-
ny Weiner resigned in May following 
a sexting scandal.

The Brooklyn GOP wanted Turn-
er, a Rockaway Point resident, to run 
in the special election and the Queens 
GOP eventually abandoned Reyes as 
its choice for the Republican line.

The Queens GOP could not be 
reached for comment on the forma-

tion of the new club.
Forest Hills has a large Jewish 

population that is traditionally Dem-

ocratic and has seen an influx of im-
migrants from Russia and the former 
Soviet republics.

City Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), Queens GOP Chair-
man Phil Ragusa and Bob Capano, 
district manager for Turner’ office, 
were listed as the club’s guest speak-
ers on its Facebook page.

Turner shocked the political es-
tablishment when he defeated Weprin 
in a September special election, which 
made Turner the first Republican to 
hold the seat since the 1920s.

Turner’s district covers Kew 
Gardens, Kew Gardens Hills, Forest 
Hills, Rego Park, Fresh Meadows, 
Howard Beach, Ozone Park, South 
Ozone Park, Richmond Hill and parts 
of the Rockaways and Brooklyn.

The club’s invitation asked that 
Republicans, conservatives “and peo-

Bob Turner carries his ballot over to the 
voting machine in Breezy Point. A new 
Republican club has sprouted in Forest 
Hills after Turner’s election.

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48

GOP sets up new club in Forest Hills
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Lifelong activist who headed Queens Civic Congress dies at 72 after being struck by car on Hillside Avenue

BY JOE ANUTA

Friends and fellow activists 
scheduled a memorial service last 
week for Pat Dolan, a longtime ad-
vocate for Queens after she died 
last week when a car struck her 
while she walked to a transporta-
tion meeting, police said. She was 
72.

Dolan was president of the 
Queens Civic Congress, head of 
the Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Conservancy and involved 
in numerous causes committees 
and boards where she tried to bet-
ter the borough.

A memorial service was 
scheduled for Nov. 29 at 7 p.m. at 
Schwartz Brothers Forest Park 
Chapel, at 114-03 Queens Blvd. in 
Forest Hills.

The morning after the Nov. 15 
accident, as the news trickled out 
through the borough, her friends, 
co-workers and elected officials 
expressed shock and remembered 
the fiery activist for all the work 
she had done for Queens.

“Last night, the people of 
Queens lost a terrific and tireless 

leader who fought with knowl-
edge and passion for libraries, 
senior citizens, parks, children, 
transportation safety and every 
other issue that affects all of us,” 
said Borough President Helen 
Marshall, who recently honored 
Dolan at a Women’s History 
Month event.  “Pat dedicated her 
life to Queens.”

The accident occurred 
around 7:30 p.m., when police re-
ceived a call that a pedestrian had 
been struck while crossing Hill-
side Avenue near 198th Street.

Dolan, who was also a mem-
ber of Community Board 8, was en 
route to a transportation meeting, 
according to board members.

She was struck by a 1998 Nis-
san sedan driven by a 57-year-old 
woman who stayed at the scene 
and was not charged, according 
to the NYPD.

Dolan was taken to Jamaica 
Hospital, where she was pro-

nounced dead.
City Comptroller John Liu 

also expressed sorrow at the loss 
of Dolan, who took the helm of 
Queens Civic Congress about 
three years ago and helped found 
the Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Conservancy.

“The borough of Queens lost 
a favorite daughter last night,” 
he said in a statement, summing 
up Dolan’s wit and tenacity. “Pat 
was quick as a whip and sharp as 
a tack. Her leadership and infec-
tious spirit will be sorely missed, 
and I stand together with my fel-
low residents of Queens to mourn 
her untimely death.”

Kevin Forrestal, also a mem-
ber of CB 8, was at the transpor-
tation meeting and walked past 
the accident scene on his way out, 
not knowing that Dolan had been 
struck.

Colleagues of Dolan did not 
know much about her personal 
life, and there was no immediate 
information on survivors.

She grew up in the same Kew 
Gardens Hills house where she 

BY JOE ANUTA

Former Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani spoke at an energy 
symposium in Astoria Fri-
day to discuss which area 
will power New York City 
in the future, and some 
panelists said it should not 
be Queens.

Giuliani painted an 
ominous portrait of the 
city’s energy use, drawing 
on his tenure as mayor.

“We are operating in a 
dangerous situation,” Giu-
liani said. “We’re pushing 
it. We’re at the brink.”

He warned that the re-
gion needed to expand its 
energy production or New 
York may not have enough 
power to supply the entire 
city in the next 15 years.

And that would be bad 
for business.

Without a comprehen-
sive plan to ensure busi-
nesses that their energy 
needs will be met, the city 
will have trouble growing 
its economy, he said.

“I see Queens as very 
important for job growth,” 
Giuliani said after the talk.

If businesses are not 
convinced they will have 
adequate energy, they will 
simply go somewhere else, 
he said, repeatedly citing 
the amount of nuclear pow-
er plants that China and In-
dia are building.

First and foremost, 
Giuliani called on New 
York to keep the nearby In-
dian Point Nuclear Power 
Plant open in Westchester 

County, since its license is 
up for renewal.

Second, he discussed 
the possibility of adding 
more power plants to the 
city’s network.

Jerry Kremer, of the 
New York Affordable Reli-
able Electricity Alliance, 
agreed that New York City 
needed a plan for more en-
ergy, but he said one bor-
ough has already done its 
part.

“How many more 
power plants do we need 
in Queens to satisfy the 
needs of the area?” he said. 
“I think Queens is entitled 
to a reprieve from any new 
facilities. It has done its 
share.”

State Sen. Michael 

Giuliani says boro job growth
depends on adequate energy 

Occupy Wall Street protest
spreads to Queens subways
BY REBECCA HENELY AND 

IVAN PEREIRA

While most of the ac-
tion in last Thursday’s day-
long Occupy Wall Street 
protest took place in Lower 
Manhattan, supporters in 
Queens hit the streets to 
add more numbers to the 
cause.

Backers of the two-
month-long demonstra-
tion in Zuccotti Park 
gathered in downtown Ja-
maica, Elmhurst and Jack-
son Heights at 3 p.m. for 
small and peaceful rallies 
before they headed out to 
Foley Square in Manhattan 
for the culmination of civil 
disobedience against big 
business, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and the police.

“It’s up to the 99 per-
cent to throw these people 
out of office,” said Ray-
mond Burke Jr., who held 
up a cardboard sign that 
chastised Bloomberg.

Roughly 15 protesters 
of all ages gathered at the 

Parsons Avenue-Archer 
Avenue subway stop, while 
more than 50 other mem-
bers assembled at the im-
migrant advocacy group 
Make the Road New York, 
at 92-10 Roosevelt Ave. in 

Continued on Page 48

Continued on Page 48 Continued on Page 48

Pat Dolan, longtime and ardent activist 
for numerous causes in Queens, died 
last week. Photo by Christina Santucci

Protesters, including Eli Conrad-Hampton (r.), originally of 
Bayside, chant outside the Parsons-Archer subway station. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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*Spend $50 or more pre-tax at a participating retailer, or spend $50 or more pre-tax and pre-tip at a participating restaurant. **Only printed, dated, original register receipt for 
purchases made between Thursday, November 24, 2011 and Friday, December 23, 2011 are eligible. Minimum $50 purchase must appear on one receipt. ***Limit one pair of tickets 
per household. Tickets are selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. Tickets are valued at up to $220 per pair, and will be mailed by January 27, 2012.

Every Shopper Gets FREE Show or Sports Tickets...
Just For Sending In Your Receipt!

1. Spend at least $50 at any of 
   the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
   retailers or restaurants listed 
   on the page at right.* 

2. Fill out the coupon on the 
   following page and attach 
   your original, dated, printed 
   register receipt.**

3. Mail the coupon and receipt
   in to us by December 28, 2011 
   to receive

  YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO 

  AN EVENT LISTED HERE!***

Here’s How It Works:

SayGoodnightGracie.net SistasTheMusical.comLoveLossOnstage.com MySinatra.com

StompOnline.com Islanders.NHL.com VocaPeopleNYC.com GazillionBubbleShow.com
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ATTACH YOUR ORIGINAL PRINTED AND DATED REGISTER RECEIPT FOR A MINIMUM OF $50 AND MAIL TO: CNG SHOP-N-GO / 
1 MetroTech North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201. Mailed coupons must be postmarked by 12/28/11 and received by 1:00 pm on 
1/4/12. Limit one complimentary pair of tickets per household. Tickets selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while 
supplies last. Open to legal residents of the state of New York, age 18 or older. Void where prohibited. Receipt must be attached 
to original newspaper coupon to be eligible for promotion (no reproductions). Keep a copy of your receipt for your records.
       Yes. I want to receive messages from the Community Newspaper Group (CNG) and its business partners about their 
products, services and future promotions. I understand that my personal information may be shared with business partners 
of CNG for this purpose. Communications on privacy policy should be addressed to:  
Privacy Officer, CNG/New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY  10036.

FIRST NAME, LAST NAME................................................................................................
ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................
APT, CITY, STATE, ZIP......................................................................................................
DAYTIME PHONE..............................................................................................................
EVENING PHONE..............................................................................................................
E-MAIL ADDRESS..............................................................................................................
BIRTHDATE (MM/DD/YYYY)............................................................................................
IN WHICH CNG PUBLICATION DID YOU SEE THIS AD?........................................................
TO WHICH RETAILER/RESTAURANT DID YOU GO?..............................................................
PICK YOUR TICKETS
1ST CHOICE........................    2ND CHOICE........................    3RD CHOICE........................
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BRONX
900 Park
900 Morris Park Ave
Bronx NY 10462
718-892-3830

Barinos Market 
3244 Ampere Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-828-9200

Big Three Wines and 
Liquors
3824 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-824-9390

Caputo Jewelry
900 Morris Park Ave.
Bronx NY 10462
718-829-5815

Cestra Pizza
3617 E. Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10465
718-518-7900

Conti’s Bakery
786 Morris Park Ave.
Bronx NY 10462
718-239-9339

Crosby Pet Center
1626 Crosby Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-822-6900

Crosstown Diner
2880 Bruckner Boulevard
Bronx, NY 10465
718-597-3450

Fiorino Jewelry
1978 Williamsbridge Rd.
Bronx NY 10461
212-840-7520

Good To Go
1894 Eastchester Rd.
Bronx NY 10461
718-829-2222

La Salle Bakery
3139 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-823-4218

LJI Jewelry
3021 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-931-1932

Papa John’s Pizza
(E. Tremont Avenue 
Location Only)
3361 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-518-PAPA

Security Drugs
3419 Boston Road
Bronx, NY 10469
718-654-6974

Silberman Army & Navy
1847 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10472
718-792-7421

Spotos
4005 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-828-5613

Tosca Marquis
4038 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-239-3300 

Wicked Wolf
4029 East Trenont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-829-4400

QUEENS
3D Furniture
17816 104th Ave
Jamaica, NY 11433
(718) 657-7828

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant
46-19 Marathon Parkway
Little Neck, NY 11362
718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Baby Ray’s Steak & 
Seafood Grill 
13-46 127TH Street
College Point, NY  11356
(917) 563-5352

Bel Mondo Restaurant
79-32 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village 11379
718-894-1020, 718- 894-1024
www.Belmondorestaurant.com

Bob’s Restaurant
230 Jericho Turnpike 
Floral Park, NY 11001
516-354-8185
bob@bobsny.com

Bourbon Street Cafe
40-12 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside , NY 11361
718-224-2200
Facebook, Twitter

Cascon Baking Company
7-04 149th Street
Whitestone, NY  11357
(718) 767-5700
www.casconcheesecake.com

Courts Caribbean
Electronics, Appliances & Furniture
89-56 165th Street
Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 291-1333
www.courtscaribbean.com

Elegant Jewelry
45-31B Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY  11360
(718) 225-5000
www.elegantjewelry.com

Giardino Restaurant
44-37 Douglaston Parkway
Douglaston, NY 11363
718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Leiser’s Liquors
41-30 162nd Street
Flushing, NY  11358
(718) 359-3106
www.leisersliquors.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway
Bayside, NY  11364
(718) 224-2536
www.litalianotrattoriany.com

Maria’s Seafood & Grill
38-11 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 279-1606
www.mariasonbell.com
Universal Electronics
170-08 Jamaica Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11432
(718)725-1335

Nick’s Lobster Restaurant 
& Seafood Market
2777 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 253-7117
www.nickslobster.com

NASSAU
Joseph Anthony’s Fine 
Jewelry
569 Plandome Road
Manhasset, NY  11030
www.ligoldbuyer.com

OKG Jewelry
248-25  Northern Bouleavrd
LITTLE NECK, NY  11362
718-423-2526
Little Neck Plaza Shopping Center

For a complete list of official 
participants, including 

Brooklyn, visit 
www.bxtimes.com/shopngo

or 
www.timesledger.com/shopngo

Look for advertising 
from our participating retailers
and restaurants in your local 

CNG Newspapers
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Blotter
SUNNYSIDE — A Flushing driver 

was arrested Saturday after he allegedly 
caused a severe accident on the Long Is-
land Expressway that sent him and four 
passengers to the hospital, police said.

John Gilette, 37, of 160th Street, was 
arraigned on several charges, including 
aggravated vehicular assault, driving 
without a license and DWI for the early 
morning accident, police said.

Around 5 a.m., Gilette entered the 
eastbound section of the highway in his 
black 1998 Jeep Wrangler and tried to 
swerve into the center lane, according to 
investigators.

A Peterbuilt truck was also traveling 
eastbound in the same lane and the driver 

tried to avoid Gilette, but the jeep collided 
into the right passenger-side cabin of the 
trailer and swerved out of control into a 
wall, according to investigators.

All five of the passengers in the jeep 
were rushed to area hospitals while the 
truck driver was uninjured, according to 
police.

Two of the victims were listed in stable 
condition at New York Hospital of Queens, 
police said.

One victim was listed in critical con-
dition at Elmhurst Hospital, according to 
police, and was still in such condition as of 
press time. 

Another passenger was listed in stable 
condition at Elmhurst, police said.

Four people sent to hospital in LIE accident

FLUSHING — An investigation into 
a Flushing physician’s dubious business 
practices led to the first indictment for the 
newly created Prescription Drug Investi-
gation Unit of the city’s special narcotics 
prosecutor’s office.

Stan Xuhui Li, a New Jersey resident 
who operates the Medical Pain Manage-
ment clinic at 132-59 41st Road, was ar-
rested at the clinic Saturday and charged 
with criminal sale of a prescription for a 
controlled substance and reckless endan-
germent, according to Special Narcotics 
prosecutor Bridget Brennan’s office.

The indictment followed a year-long 
investigation in which Li was allegedly 
found to have illegally sold prescriptions 

for multiple controlled substances, includ-
ing oxycodone and Xanax, to a Queens resi-
dent who overdosed at least two times and 
ultimately died of an overdose in Novem-
ber, the prosecutor’s office said.

Community members and patients’ 
relatives told authorities that Li was sell-
ing medically unnecessary prescriptions 
and authorities observed patients selling 
pills in front of the clinic, the prosecutor’s 
office said.

The office is also investigating Li’s 
sale of prescriptions to other patients, in-
cluding nine individuals who suffered fa-
tal drug overdoses since January 2009.

Physician indicted over death: Special prosecutor

KISSENA PARK — A teenage girl was 
rescued from a storm drain that she fell 
into while hanging out with friends Fri-
day night.

The unidentified teen was recuperat-
ing from a broken leg at Long Island Jew-
ish Hospital, where she was taken after 65 
firefighters pulled her out of the confined 
space, firefighters said.

She allegedly fell into the storm drain 

in the park around 10:30 p.m. and her 
friends called 911 for help, according to the 
FDNY.

A special FDNY unit responded and 
set up a tripod and pulley system to go 
down, inspect the scene and pull her back 
up, according to an FDNY spokesman.

“It was dark and cold, but they didn’t 
want to do anything in haste,” the spokes-
man said of the one-hour operation.

FDNY saves teen girl who fell in storm drain

Firefighters remove one in-
jured man from a vehicle in-
volved in a car accident at 
150th Street and Liberty 
Avenue in South Jamaica 
Sunday afternoon. Six people 
were injured in the two-ve-
hicle crash, and all were re-
moved to area hospitals. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Buy local.

Local Milk for Local Schools.
The Healthy Choice.
Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought  generations 
of New Yorkers the freshest milk in 
the city. Every day, we transport milk 
direct from upstate New York farms to 
our plant in Queens. We pasteurize the
milk, package it in half pint cartons, 
and deliver it to every New York City
public school.

When kids go to school, we ensure 
they’re given a nutritious lunch time drink 
option. We know healthy kids mean better
learning, and Elmhurst Dairy is committed 
to providing New York City’s 1.1 million 
school children with a healthy choice.

Elmhurst Dairy � the feel�good 
choice that’s also fresh!

718�526�3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

Offering the F inest Specialty F ood Line
Natural and Organic Meats

Award-winning Cheeses
Imported and Gourmet Products

Prepared Foods
 Teva Kosher Meats
Rotisserie Chicken

Local Honey
Full line of Applegate Products

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

F eaturing Fish, Rotisserie Chicken, Pasta Dishes, Desserts and more!

159-15 Horace Harding Expressway, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
(Westbound L.I.E. exit 25) near Queens Health Emporium

718-358-1800

We accept all major credit cards.

Holiday  Turkeys 
& Pies

Holiday Gourmet 
Gift Items

Bring in this 
newspaper ad

for 10% off
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T
he more conservative 
elements of our city 
have succeeded in 
their efforts to obtain 

the forceful removal of pro-
testers from Zuccotti Park.

Unfortunately, what 
those conservative forces 
fail to realize is that the Oc-
cupy Wall Street protesters 
symbolize an undercurrent 
of frustration in the Unit-
ed States about the ever-
increasing alienation of 
wealth by the top 1 percent 
of income-earning individ-
uals and corporations.

True, there have been 

some individuals pretend-
ing to be protesters who 
have taken advantage of 
the situation to violate city 
ordinances, challenge the 
police and commit violent 
acts.

But the overwhelming 
majority of OWS protest-
ers are average Americans 
making a serious statement 
that change needs to occur.

Those who have criti-
cized or condemned OWS 
are making a mistake in 
failing to recognize the 
growing rift in this country. 
Ignoring OWS also ignores 

the underlying causes that 
have created a growing di-
vide between the super-rich 
and everybody else.

I believe the protesters 
should be allowed to criti-
cize the economic inequali-
ties and political inaction 
that has virtually elimi-
nated the middle class and 
created disastrous finan-
cial difficulties for work-
ing families and the poor, 
whose numbers increase 
on a daily basis.

As an elected official, 
I am the first to recognize 
that the work of enhancing 

the quality of life and op-
portunities for Americans 
is an ongoing process. Pub-
lic input, even if it comes in 
the form of dissent, is nec-
essary because it leads to 
political action.

As long as the OWS 
movement remains peace-
ful and vocal, its message 
and concerns about in-
equality have a chance of 
being addressed for the bet-
terment of all.

Tony Avella
State Senator

(D-Bayside)

EXPLAINING TO DO
A wave of published reports has raised ques-

tions not only about city Comptroller John Liu’s plans 
to run for mayor in 2013, but his fitness to complete 
his term as comptroller. As the city’s chief financial 
watchdog, the comptroller’s judgment must be beyond 
reproach. That may no longer be the case.

According to reports published in The New York 
Times, the FBI and the U.S. attorney’s office are look-
ing into how $1.5 million got into Liu’s campaign war 
chest for his yet-to-be-announced run.

At issue are people known as “bundlers.” The 
bundlers are required to record the names of people 
making donations. Reporters looking into a list pro-
vided by one of Liu’s bundlers found two dozen re-
ported donors who said either they had no knowledge 
of giving money to the Liu campaign or that someone 
else made the contribution in their names.

Contributors are required to fill out a donor card, 
but in many of the questionable cases the writing on 
these cards looked the same.

Last week, Xing Wu Pan, one of Liu’s fund-raisers, 
was charged by federal prosecutors with attempted 
wire fraud and conspiracy to commit wire fraud. An 
undercover FBI agent posing as a Chinese-American 
businessman reportedly received Pan’s help in fun-
neling$16,000 in illegal campaign contributions.

So far no charges have been filed against Liu and 
there is no evidence he knew anything about the al-
leged fraud. But in the office of the comptroller, igno-
rance is hardly a virtue.

To his credit, Liu told TimesLedger Newspapers 
that his office is “going to completely cooperate with 
the investigation, and I am fully confident that my 
campaign fund-raising efforts have been proper at all 
times.”

He hired former state Attorney General Robert 
Abrams to conduct an audit into the campaign financ-
es and then asked him to suspend his inquiry two 
weeks later when he learned of the FBI investigation.

Liu worked hard as a city councilman represent-
ing Flushing. Until recently there was a possibility 
that he could become the next mayor.

But that possibility is slipping away. Liu will 
have to work hard to restore public confidence so he 
can continue as comptroller and possibly run for re-
election.

City wrong to remove Wall Street protesters
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Columnist wrong on facts of Haggerty case, boro GOP
I 

have tried to hold my 
tongue for a while con-
cerning some of col-
umnist Dee Richard’s 

biased and influenced 
comments, but one column 
— “John Haggerty makes 
promise for a Round 2 in 
court, published Nov. 3 — is 
just a bit too ridiculous to 
ignore. Maybe it is time she 
stuck to party updates and 
human interest stories.

In the column, she 
seems to imply that all the 
publicity involving John 
Haggerty’s theft of cash 
from the Bloomberg admin-
istration has been care-
fully orchestrated by the 
Queen Republican Party. 

Maybe she can cite some 
inside information as to the 
influence the Queens GOP 
has on the Daily New, New 
York Times, etc.

Also, Phil Ragusa and 
his heinous bunch must 
have also contacted the 
New York court system and 
made sure it scheduled the 
trial and verdict to fall just 
in time with the momen-
tous Queens GOP fight that 
has rocked the world.

Secondly, her comment 
about “guilt by association” 
is equally laughable. Yes, 
Bart Haggerty is associ-
ated with his brother, es-
pecially in the fact that his 
house was purchased with 

money supplied by John. 
I would never imply that 
Bart’s brother would ever 
think to tell him how he 
may have gotten the money. 
That would be a conversa-
tion that brothers could 
never have.

The big question that 
real Queens GOP members 
should be asking is wheth-
er it is a good idea to even 
have someone associated 
with the scandal and cor-
ruption brought up in this 
trial to be representing 
their party. Ask yourself 
whether any support of this 
“leadership” is anything 
but a personal vendetta 
against Ragusa and the 

valid elected leadership of 
the Queens GOP.

As the judge rightly 
ruled, Ragusa is the duly 
elected chairman of the 
Queens GOP. Thankfully, 
Ragusa has not had to spend 
his time answering crimi-
nal complaints and cooper-
ating with investigations. 
He has been trying to get 
Republicans elected. May-
be a fact that his opponents 
should actually research is 
how many Republican can-
didates have run for office 
under Ragusa compared to 
past leadership.

How many congress-
men have been elected 
compared to past leader-

ship? I do know one thing 
that Bart Haggerty and his 
leadership have done well: 
They are experts at send-
ing subpoenas to acting 
Republican leadership over 
the years.

I, as a sitting execu-
tive board member of the 
Queens GOP, received no 
less than six copies of my 
subpoena through vari-
ous couriers and mail ser-
vices, including FedEx. I 
wonder who paid for this 
nonsense that they have 
already tried and failed at 
year after year. I wonder if 
they will ever stop acting 
in their own best interests 
and do something for the lo-

cal party.
As Judge Flug stated 

in her verdict, the meet-
ings by Haggerty and his 
crew were “designed to cre-
ate confusion and disrupt 
the internal affairs of the 
Queens County Republican 
Party.” It is not the first 
time, and regrettably it is 
probably not the last.

Peter Sutich
Assistant Treasurer

Queen Republican Party 
Executive Committee

Whitestone

Cultural Center bad for Bellerose
This is Pat Dolan’s last 

letter to TimesLedger News-
papers before she died Nov. 
15.

T
he Queens Civic Con-
gress, the umbrella 
coalition for more 
than 100 Queens civ-

ic organizations, congratu-
lates Community Board 13 
on its vote to oppose con-
struction of two multi-story 
apartment buildings on the 
Creedmoor campus adja-
cent to several low-density 
Bellerose neighborhoods.

QCC supports services 
for seniors and supported 
development of low-rise, 
low-density senior housing 
elsewhere on the Creed-
moor site. We are opposed 
to out-of-scale, non-con-
textual development that 
negatively affects built-out 
neighborhoods like Belle-
rose.

The Indian Cultural 
and Community Center’s 
proposal, which seeks to 

effectively change the ex-
isting zoning to a higher-
density residential one, 
is clearly out of character 
with the nearby low-density 
housing and just as clearly 
negatively affects its near-
by neighbors — with nine-
story buildings less than 50 
feet from many one-family, 
one-story homes.

Without any pubic no-
tice or hearing, the state 
sold the property to the 
ICCC for far less than mar-
ket value, an action state 
Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman is investigat-
ing.

Queens residents 
should be wary of how the 
ICCC acquired the Creed-
moor property, which is 
state-owned land. Creed-
moor is not the only state-
owned land in Queens. The 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority, desperate 
for funds, owns train yards 
and bus depots across 

Queens. In the past, devel-
opers have eyed both the 
Sunnyside and Jamaica 
yards for high-density 
housing.

Now the ICCC’s plan 
goes to Borough President 
Helen Marshall for a hear-
ing and her advisory opin-
ion. QCC calls on Marshall 
to turn down the ICCC’s 
plan and instead support 
the Creedmoor Master 
Plan, which calls for re-
sponsible development that 
will better serve Queens 
and the Bellerose commu-
nity.

And we call on the city 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals to reject this develop-
ment, which will jeopardize 
a thriving community.

Patricia Dolan
President

Queens Civic Congress
Flushing

Waterfront plan will harm small biz

W
ere one to seek an 
area rife with con-
gestion and abys-
mal architecture, 

downtown Flushing would 
surely qualify as the win-
ner. There seems to be no 
end to myopic public offi-
cials together with taxpay-
er-subsidized, fat-cat real 
estate developer friends 
seeking to turn Flushing 
into tomorrow’s overcrowd-
ed slums.

To the proposed Wil-
lets Point proposal comes 
the now so-called Flushing 
waterfront plan (“Develop-

er lays out Flushing water-
front plan,” Flushing Times 
Oct. 27-Nov. 2). Small busi-
ness owners need to have 
real concern about efforts 
to mislabel viable business-
es as substandard so as to 
allow real estate interests 
to usurp their property, 
businesses and livelihood.

Lost in the latest “now 
you see it, now you don’t” 
charade is the unalterable 
fact that there are and will 
never be more than three 
major arteries to service 
the entire area. To wit, the 
Grand Central Parkway, 

the Van Wyck Expressway 
and Northern Boulevard — 
roadways already bursting 
at their seams.

If there is unused land 
along the Flushing River, 
rather than more ugly 
structures, a park with 
walking areas and benches 
would be in the public’s best 
interests. The residents of 
Queens deserve more than 
the mediocrity they are 
constantly being fed.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Halloran right standing up to dealer

I 
am a constituent of City 
Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) 
and I am glad to have an 

elected official who I can 
count on to take action.

Star Nissan has, over 
the past 10 years, violated 
all noise, screening, dump-
ster enclosure and parking 
requirements of the Zoning 
Resolution, as well as the 
ventilation requirements of 
the Administrative Code. I 

have also seen its workers 
drive cars in the opposite 
direction down a one-way 
street in order to save time.

Numerous elected of-
ficials have reached out 
to the dealership over the 
years in an effort to come 
to a resolution, but to no 
avail.

Halloran is not out of 
control as it would clearly 
love to portray him, but 
frustrated that after having 

held two recent meetings 
with Star Nissan it again 
refused to cooperate.

I wish there were more 
elected officials like Hal-
loran taking a proactive 
role in their community 
rather than filing it away 
as just another constituent 
complaint.

Vana Partridge
Flushing

CORRECTION
In a Nov. 17 story printed in TimesLedger Newspapers about trees being planted in Astoria as 
restitution for the 2006 blackout, it should have said that $2 million in settlement money went to 
the City Parks Foundation, which planted the trees.
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Dishing 
with Dee

H
appy Thanksgiving 
to everyone! Just 
one more month till 
Christmas. It kind 

of crept up on us, didn’t it?
While the holidays are 

a lot of work, they do bring 
out the best in people. The 
spirit of giving and try-
ing to make someone else 
happy makes the giver feel 
equally good as the receiver. 
It’s also a time when family 
and friends get together in 
a spirit of camaraderie as 
well as everyone smoking 
the peace pipe, which will 
ensure that they won’t start 
to kill each other again un-
til at least after the New 
Year.

On Nov. 16, former City 
Councilman Mike Abel 

was the guest speaker at 
the Northeast Queens Re-
publican Club’s November 
meeting. We haven’t seen or 
heard much from or about 
him in quite some time. He 
is an excellent speaker. At 
the meeting, he announced 
he is due to retire soon from 
the New York City Housing 
Authority.

Could it be our man 
Mike is exploring the pos-
sibility of running for an 
elected position again after 
he retires? If so, he would 
be an excellent candidate. 
Political pundits please 
take note, assuming he re-
ally might be interested in 
running again.

As far as I can remem-
ber, he ran three times for 
his Council seat and won 
three times. Mike Able, like 
many other councilmen, 
fell victim to the new term 
limits mandate. Whether 
or not his running would 
be desirable or feasible, it 
gives us something inter-
esting to contemplate.

Last Thursday night, 
the Queens County Wom-
en’s Bar Association held 
its annual Judiciary Night 
at the Queens Museum of 
Art. It was well-attended 
and had a number of inter-
esting guests.

Two of them were 
Therese and Catherine 

Troy, two of Matthew 

Troy’s children. When 
those present were in-
formed that Matty had nine 
children, the question was, 
“When did he have time 
to take care of his job as 
chairman of the Queens 
Democratic organization?” 
The girls said they wished 
to thank me again for the 
lovely article I had written 
about their dad after he 
died.

Another snippet of 
conversation was with 
Judge Darryl Gavrin. 
Her daughter Brittany 
has taken and passed the 
New York and New Jersey 
bar examinations the first 
time out. Congratulations! 

The new barrister’s mom 
reminded me that the first 
photo I had ever taken of 
Brittany was a photo in the 
court on a Take Your Child 
to Work Day. Her mom says 
the newspaper photo is 
framed and still hanging in 
her chambers. That photo 
was taken in the 1990s.

With all these bits 
of Queens informational 
trivia floating around, it’s 
getting awfully hard to try 
and get away with the Jack 

Benny “I’m only 39” rou-
tine.

Then again, one of the 
evening’s honorees was 
102-year-old Sadie Baris-

Turck, who was admitted 
to the bar in 1935. Given 
those statistics, I guess I’m 
still a teenager.

Another bit of triv-
ia: Sadie is Barry Gro-

dencheck’s cousin.
You know, maybe I 

should consider playing 
matchmaker and introduc-
ing Sadie to 100-year-old 
Tony Cominite, but Tony, 

like most men, would un-
doubtedly prefer a younger 
woman. Maybe an 85-year-
old might be more his 
speed!

You men! What’s a girl 
to do? No matter how old, 
fat and bald a man gets, 
they are still a prime target 
for a number of women. Un-
fortunately, that’s not the 
same as when women age. 
Now I ask you, is that fair?

Occupy Wall Street is 
still at it and I am afraid 
that sooner or later some-
thing will have to give. If 
so, we are bound to wind 
up with a not-too-pleasant 
situation occurring. At this 
point, you can see on both 
sides signs of frustration as 
well as the flare-up of tem-
pers.

The dissidents claim 
they represent the common 
people, but it is these same 
common people that they 
are preventing from being 
able to go to work, operate 
their local businesses and 
to take their children to 

school safely and in some 
instances make it nearly 
impossible to gain access to 
their apartment buildings.

When you get to the 
point where only your opin-
ion matters, and that’s the 
only one that’s important, 
you start trampling over 
the rights of others. That’s 
when support for you and 
your cause starts to vanish. 
We shall wait and watch to 
see how it all turns out. Let’s 
hope it does not end badly 
for anyone concerned.

Last Thursday eve-
ning, we wound up drop-
ping by Joe Abbraccia-

mento’s restaurant to catch 
the tail end of a fund-raiser 
for Karen Koslowitz. She 
also had an impressive 
group of supporters at her 
event.

Till next week, Dee.

Three generations make mark on Queens Women’s Bar

Astoria native Schwimmer also one of our ‘Friends’

B
orn in Astoria Nov. 
2, 1966, actor and 
director David Law-
rence Schwimmer is 

best known as the hopeless 
romantic Ross Geller in 
the 1990s sitcom “Friends.” 
Born to attorneys Arthur 
and Arlene Schwimmer, 
he, his older sister Ellie and 
his parents moved to Cali-
fornia when David was 2.

While Arlene built a 
career representing clients 
such as Elizabeth Taylor 
and Roseanne Barr as a di-
vorce lawyer, their young-
est child went on to take 
drama classes at Beverly 

Hills High School. Schwim-
mer later graduated from 
Northwestern University 
with degrees in theater and 
speech in 1988, and eventu-
ally returned to Los Ange-
les to pursue a career in 
acting.

He caught his first big 
break when cast as Ross in 
“Friends.” The New York 
native has since gone on to 
appear in movies and di-
rect several off-Broadway 
productions. He married 
Zoe Buckman in 2010 and 
his daughter Cleo was born 
in May 2011.

After finishing college, 

Schwimmer co-founded the 
Lookingglass Theatre Co., 
an ensemble-based perfor-
mance group in Chicago, 
but he struggled to find 
steady employment in the 
early part of his career, 
landing bit parts in movies 
and TV shows.

He made appearances 
in programs including 
“L.A. Law,” “The Wonder 
Years” and “NYPD Blue,” 
as well as the 1988 movie 
“Biloxi Blues” before gain-
ing fame and success in 
“Friends.” Appearing 
alongside stars Jennifer 
Aniston, Courteney Cox, 
Lisa Kudrow, Matt LeB-
lanc and Matthew Perry, 
the series chronicled the 
romantic and career mis-
adventures of six twenty-
something New Yorkers for 
10 seasons until the final 
episode aired in 2004.

Schwimmer portrayed 
paleontologist Ross Geller, 
the on-again, off-again love 
interest of Jennifer Anis-
ton’s Rachel Green.

While making a name 
for himself on “Friends,” 
the actor branched out and 
showed his versatility in 
several Hollywood mov-
ies and a TV mini-series. 
Turning down a part in the 
1997 blockbuster “Men in 
Black,” Schwimmer cap-
tured the leading role oppo-
site Gwynneth Paltrow in 
the 1996 dark comedy “The 
Pallbearer.”

He followed up with ap-
pearances in such produc-
tions as 1998’s “Six Days 
Seven Nights” and “Apt 
Pupil.” In 2001, this son of 
Astoria earned mixed re-
views as the war-hardened 
Capt. Herbert Sobol in the 
HBO miniseries “Band of 

Brothers.”
But the Queens-born 

performer does not limit 
his talents to acting on TV 
and the big screen. Starting 
with his stage debut as a 
10-year-old fairy godmother 
in a Jewish version of “Cin-
derella,” he has appeared 
in a wide range of venues 
and has lent his voice to the 
character of Melman, a hy-
pochondriac giraffe, in the 
animated “Madagascar” 
movies.

He first tread the 
boards overseas in London 
in 2005, taking the lead-
ing role in “Some Girl(s)” 
and first made a splash on 
Broadway the following 
year in as defense attorney 
Barney Greenwald in Her-
man Wouk’s “The Caine 
Mutiny Court-Martial.” 
Schwimmer then branched 
out into directing with the 

2007 comedy “Run Fatboy 
Run” and the off-Broadway 
production “Fault Lines.”

This actor, producer 
and father also lends his 
support to social causes. He 
serves as a director of the 
Rape Treatment Center in 
Santa Monica, Calif., and 
uses his status as a celebri-
ty to assist people affected 
by this crime and to raise 
awareness. In this role, he 
has campaigned strongly 
for legislation to ban sev-
eral so-called “date-rape 
drugs.”

Notable quote: “You’re 
only as good as the sum of 
your parts, and one person 
can’t be a team.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger
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North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

Lightning strikes twice in Queens as Lotto winners crowned 
Borough natives from Jackson Heights and Woodside scratch their way to million-dollar jackpot

BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
A pair of lucky Queens 

lottery players show off 
their winnings Monday in 
front of dozens of gamblers 
who were testing their own 
luck at Aqueduct’s new ra-
cino.

Maria Sandoval, 74, 
of Jackson Heights, and 
Marco Sierra, 49, of Wood-
side, said they were ecstatic 
when they found out they 
were going to be million-
aires when they won two 
separate lottery games last 
month. The pair had huge 
smiles as famed New York 
Lottery spokeswoman Yo-
landa Vega handed them 
and two other lottery win-
ners from Long Island their 
checks for their winnings.

“One dollar, one mil-
lion bucks,” Sierra said as 
a crowd of Aqueduct play-
ers and supporters cheered 
him on.

Sandoval, who retired 
11 years ago as a mainte-
nance worker at the World 
Trade Center, won $1 mil-
lion on the Mega Money 
Multiplier scratch-off game. 
On Oct. 26, the mother of 
seven went to her usual 
grocery store, Pena Food 
Grocery, on 37th Avenue in 
Jackson Heights, and pur-
chased her ticket.

She said she usually 
has better luck on new tick-
ets when they arrive at the 
store and on that day her 
hunch was right. Sandoval 
scratched the right spaces 
on the card and revealed 
that she won a million-dol-
lar prize.

“I cried,” she said. “I 
couldn’t believe when the 
guy [at the store] said to 
me, ‘Maria, you won a mil-
lion dollars.’”

Sandoval went to the 
Lottery customer service 
center on Beaver Street, 

down the block from her 
old office and claimed her 
prize the next day.

Less than 24 hours lat-
er, Sierra, who works at a 
Laundromat on Broadway 
in Woodside, got his own 

lucky lottery win. After a 
long day at work, he decid-
ed to stop by a liquor store 
near his Laundromat and 
picked up a Sweet Million 
numbers game ticket.

“I was kind of bored 

and decided to play Sweet 
Million,” he recalled.

Sierra  decided to use 
Quick Pick and his casual 
purchase turned out to be 
the million-dollar jackpot. 
He said he was stunned 

when his ticket matched 
up to the winning num-
bers, but his shock quickly 
turned into excitement.

“It’s a little overwhelm-
ing to tell you the truth,” he 
said. 

Both Sandoval and Si-
erra took their winnings in 
one lump sum payment and 
each earned $621,540 after 
taxes, according to lottery 
officials. The winners said 
they will be using the mon-
ey for their own expenses 
but did not shy away from 
the idea of indulging with 
lavish gifts.

“I have to pay a lot of 
bills,” Sandoval said. “But 
I would really like to go to 
Las Vegas.”

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

Queens lottery game winners Marco Sierra (from l.) and Maria Sandoval show off their prize checks as 
Yolanda Vega, William Iozzino and Emin Kolayli look on. Photo by Ivan Pereira
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14 Bayside’s PS 159 celebrates coveted Blue Ribbon
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Teachers, staff and 
proud students at PS 159 
put the icing on the cake 
of their 2011 National Blue 
Ribbon Schools Award last 
Thursday with an assem-
bly celebrating the Bayside 
school’s recognition as one 
of the best in the nation.

“Are you happy to go 
to school here?” asked state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), to which an excited 
auditorium full of third-, 
fourth- and fifth-graders 
responded with a unified 
and enthusiastic, “Yes!”

“Are you proud of your 
teachers and students?” 
asked the senator, one of 
the day’s keynote speakers.

Ditto.
In September, the U.S. 

Department of Education 
announced that PS 159, at 
205-01 33rd Ave., was one of 
315 schools in the country 
— and one of five in New 
York City — to receive the 
award, which recognizes 

schools based on overall 
academic excellence and 
success in closing achieve-
ment gaps.

The elementary school 
is a Title 1 school, with 33 
percent of students receiv-
ing free lunches and 10 
percent being English lan-
guage learners, according 
to Principal Paul DiDio.

Former Principal 
Marlene Zucker, Assistant 
Principal Andrew Pecorel-
la and computer teacher 
Greta Chow-Woo traveled 
to Washington, D.C., two 
days earlier where they 
were formally presented 
with the award.

“We were not selected 
by chance,” said Zucker, 
who retired at the end of 
last year after 20 years of 
service to the school. “The 
United States Secretary of 
Education, Mr. Arne Dun-
can, selected 159 ... in rec-
ognition of the phenomenal 
education that we provide 
in every classroom every 
day.”

Students decorated 
their award-winning school 
with blue ribbons tied to the 
fence outside and decorat-
ing classroom doors with 
paper blue ribbons they 
signed their names to. The 
assembly — attended by 
representatives from City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), District 
26 Superintendent Anita 
Saunders and school offi-
cials — was simultaneously 
broadcast to kindergarten-
ers to second-graders in the 
school’s gym.

Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
congratulated parents, 
teachers and students and 
encouraged them to “keep 
this going and make sure 
our school continues to be 
recognized as one of the 
best in the country.

The school received the 
award, in part, for forming 
partnerships within the 
school community. Zucker 
said the school’s social 
worker made contact with 

the faculty of the private 
Lowell School, a block away, 
and arranged for their 11th- 
and 12th-graders to tutor 
PS 159’s kindergarten and 
first-grade students.

“They’re in such close 
proximity, it’s a great part-
nership,” she said. “Our 
teachers volunteered, and 
[Lowell students] were 
like big brothers and sis-
ters who worked with our 
lower-grade students. They 
read to them, helped them 
with their homework and 
just talked to them. The 
kids looked forward to their 
visit every day.”

Student Council Presi-
dent Mileni Casal thanked 
her teachers and the myri-
ad of support staff members 
who made the award pos-
sible, and encouraged her 
fellow students to keep the 
effort going.

“This award proves 
that when you work hard 
and do your very best work, 
great things can happen,” 
the fifth-grader said.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
When visitors walk 

through the front door 
and into the foyer of the 
unassuming, beige house 
on the residential 38th Av-
enue block of 216th Street 
in Bayside, they are asked 
politely, if they have not 
already done so, to remove 
their shoes.

Trepidations may also 
be left by the door, for slip-
pers will be provided.

For about three years 
now, the house, numbered 
38-15, has been the neigh-
borhood’s center to experi-
ence Maum Meditation — a 
seven-step, guided method 
that encourages disciples 
to free themselves of the 
limitations their past ex-
periences impose on their 
minds and bodies. 

“The main thing here 
is not learning another 
thing, but subtracting,” 

said Amy Kim, an instruc-
tor who said she discovered 
the method for herself about 
10 years ago. “At the time I 
was just going through a lot 
of stress. I just had a lot of 
questions about life in gen-
eral. Everybody has that.”

According to the 
group’s literature, Maum 
was discovered in 1996, 
when Woo Myung became 
enlightened while medi-
tating in the mountains of 
South Korea.

Kim said Maum rests 
on the principle that there 
are two worlds: the true 
world (great freedom, joy 
and eternal life) overlapped 
by the false world (lack of 
wisdom, endless hopeless-
ness and despair).

In order to divest one-
self of this false world, Kim 
said, Maum Meditation 
teaches adherents to sub-
tract first their thoughts, 
then images of themselves 

and relationships and ulti-
mately their bodies and the 
universe.

Once this is done, the 
self disappears and be-
comes the universe, the 
method teaches, and one 
can become the true world.

C.J. Le, an instructor 
in training at the center, 
was on Bell Boulevard ear-
lier this month handing 
out pamphlets informing 
passersby of the free intro-
ductory lectures held ev-

ery Tuesday and Thursday 
night at 7 p.m.

Kim said a monthly 
$150 fee allows members 
to visit the center for any 
length of time while it is 
open, seven days a week 
from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Michael Clarke said he 
has been attending an in-
tensive meditation course 
for a few months now. The 
Rosedale resident visits the 
center four or five times a 
week for 12 hours at a time.

He said it was the con-
cept of “getting to know 
your mind” that attracted 
him to the method.

Maum also has centers 
in Flushing and Plainview, 
L.I. The Bayside center’s 
phone number is 718-225-
3472.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Parent coordinator Kim Johnson (r.) sings along as second-
grader William Chao plays “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Bayside meditation group teaches overcoming limitations

C.J. Le demonstrates her meditation technique. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

The main thing 
is not learning 
another thing, 

but subtracting.
Amy Kin

Maum Meditation instructor
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The prosecutor in the 

rape trial of the Rev. Phillip 
Joubert, pastor of the Com-
munity Baptist Church in 
Bayside, told a Queens Su-
preme Court jury Monday 
that testimony submitted 
by his daughter was enough 
to find him guilty of sexu-
ally abusing her.

Joubert, 50, is accused 
of raping his then-13-year-
old daughter at his Bay-
side home in the summer 
of 2009. She took the stand 
last week to give evidence 
against her father.

“Her testimony alone 
proves beyond a reasonable 
doubt that he raped her,” 
Assistant District Attorney 
Lauren Parson said during 
Monday’s summations.

Joubert is charged 
with rape, incest, sexual 
abuse and endangering 
the welfare of a child. If 
convicted on the top count, 
first-degree rape, he could 

face up to 25 years in pris-
on, the Queens district at-
torney’s office said.

Joubert’s daughter said 
she and her twin brother 
spent most of that summer 
away from their Norwalk, 
Conn., home while they 
stayed with their father 
in Bayside to attend Bible 
camp.

During that time, she 
said, her father would walk 
in on her as she showered 
and touch her inappropri-
ately. One night some time 
between July 25 and Aug. 2, 
she testified, Joubert came 
into her third-floor bed-
room as she laid asleep on 
the bottom bunk of her bed. 
She said her father climbed 
on top of her, held her 
wrists down and struck her 
several times, then pulled 
her clothes down and raped 
her.

“I was just laying there 
because I gave up because I 
knew I wasn’t going to be 
able to stop it,” she said last 

week.
Parson told the jury 

that the young woman’s tes-
timony should be enough 
for them to return a guilty 
verdict.

In a written statement 
given to Detective Shari 
McAuliffe of the NYPD 
Queens Special Victims 
Squad when he was ar-
rested Nov. 24, 2009 Joubert 
said his daughter came into 
his first-floor bedroom one 
night and climbed into his 
bed and that he touched 
her vagina only after she 
touched his penis.

But he denied having 
had intercourse with her.

During opening argu-
ments, Joubert’s lawyer, 
Philip Russell,  said his 
client was in a “weakened 
condition” when he wrote 
the statement due to his 
Type-2 diabetes. But McAu-

liffe said Joubert seemed 
fine when she arrested him 
and that he was medically 
cleared by EMS personnel, 
but conceded a blood-sugar 
test had not been adminis-
tered.

“If he were really hav-
ing a diabetic emergency as 
the defense claims ... I sub-
mit he would not have sat 
down and put pen to paper 
as he did,” Parson said to 
the jury in her closing ar-
guments. “It’s not her word 
against his. You have cor-
roborating evidence.”

Joubert’s daughter re-
turned home to Norwalk a 
few weeks later, and on the 
night of Nov. 14, Joubert 
struck her twice when he 
found his apartment messy. 
The young woman told her 
mother that night that dur-
ing her stay her father had 
abused her sexually and 
her mother decided to wait 
three days until Joubert 
left for a trip to Israel to 
contact the authorities.

Daughter of Bayside pastor says he raped her

The Rev. Phillip Joubert is 
the pastor at the Community 
Baptist Church in Bayside.

Whitestone civic does its part 
to keep veterans parade alive

BY JOE ANUTA

The Whitestone Memo-
rial Day Parade has been a 
neighborhood tradition for 
as long as many residents 
can remember, but few re-
alize how close it comes to 
extinction during tough 
economic times.

“They were thinking 
about not doing the parade 
anymore,” said Gregory 
Dunleavy, of the American 
Legion , referring to the 
coalition of veteran asso-
ciations that plan the event 
each year.

Each year the Whit-
estone Veterans Memo-
rial Association, which in-
cludes Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post No. 4787, Jewish 
War Veterans Post No. 415 
and the American Legion 
Post No. 131 all work to-
gether to put on the parade, 
but some of the groups have 

seen a drastic decrease in 
their coffers.

The veterans groups 
got a boost this year, how-
ever, from the Greater 
Whitestone Taxpayers Civ-
ic Association.

“It comes down to ev-
erybody scratching every-
body’s back to keep a tradi-
tion going,” said Kim Cody, 
president of the civic. “The 
parade has been around 
since I was a kid, I marched 
in it when I played Dwarf 
and Giraffe baseball.”

Cody and his organi-
zation presented Dunleavy 
with a check for more than 
$4,000 that the veterans 
groups will use to keep the 
tradition alive.

And rather than pound 
on doors or pass around a 
hat, the civic association 
raised the money in a way 
the entire community could 
appreciate.

In June, Cody held the 
second-annual Whitestone 
Family Appreciation Day 
— basically a barbecue that 
the entire neighborhood 
was invited to.

About 1,400 people 
showed up for the event and 
reached into their pockets 
to donate more than $8,000.

Aside from the veter-
ans, the civic gave the oth-
er half of the money raised 
at the event to programs 
at the Greater Whitestone 
Taxpayers Community 
Center.

Joan Ubertini, direc-
tor of the senior center at 
the center, said the money 
will go toward many of the 
programs the senior center 
offers during the week like 
crafts, senior aerobics and 
art classes as well as many 
outings in the city and the 
surrounding area.

The Central Queens YM & YWHA, at 
67-09 108th St. in Forest Hills, is a nonprofit 
community center offering services in For-
est Hills ranging from educational to social 
and cultural events. The Y is now assisting 
those in need of healing from the deaths 
of loved ones  over a light kosher breakfast 
and refreshments.

The Brunch Bunch Bereavement 
Group enables participants to share their 
losses and feelings. Participants also have 
the opportunity to meet other people who 

have been in similar situations. The pro-
gram provides door-to-door transportation 
whenever possible. The facilitator is Lau-
ren Fredston-Hermann, the director of the 
senior center at the Central Queens Y.

To receive more information about 
the program or schedule an initial ap-
pointment, call Fredston-Hermann at 718-
268-5011, Ext. 621. You can also visit cen-
tralqueensy.org.

— Kori Tuitt

Boro Y hosts bereavement group

The TimesLedger Newspapers has 

launched a website about murders in 

SE Queens. The site includes audio 

slideshows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark
 

  

shots-in-the-dark
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a federal tax credit of up to $500.** 
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17-18 154th St., 
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Monday - Saturday 
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718-445-9393
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97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416
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is in

BY RICH BOCKMANN

As city Comptroller 
John Liu’s political future 
hangs  in limbo amid a fund-
raising scandal surround-
ing his 2013 mayoral cam-
paign, Bill Thompson met 
with the Northeast Queens 
Multicultural Democratic 
Club in Flushing Sunday 
to discuss his campaign for 
the mayoral election.

State Sen. Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), a member of 
the club who was not acting 
in any official capacity, said 
Thompson was supposed to 
attend the group’s meeting 
last month, and that his vis-
it had been planned quite 
some time ago.

Liu, who represented 
Flushing in the City Coun-
cil, was viewed as a strong 
Democratic contender for 
mayor before questions 
were raised about some 
donors to his current cam-
paign . Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) is another potential 
contender.

“We welcome all candi-
dates for any office,” Meng 
said.

When it came to poli-
tics, Thompson cited his 
“active and aggressive” 
approach to the Flushing 
community during his two 
successful campaigns for 
city comptroller and his 
2009 campaign for mayor.

“It’s important that 
candidates reach out to 
the community,” he told a 
group of reporters, and said 
he enjoys visiting Flushing 
for its restaurants, shops 
and bubble teas.

When it came to poli-
ticians, he avoided point-
ing the finger at either Liu 
— “He should have the op-
portunity to set the record 
straight” — or members 
of the Council who may be 
perceived to be in the may-
or’s pocket  — “There are a 
lot of very good, hardwork-
ing members of the City 
Council, and I’m going to 
leave it at that.”

He did, however, have 
some harsh words of criti-
cism for the man he hopes 
to replace.

“It was disgraceful,” 
he said of Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s decision to 
challenge the law prohibit-
ing a third term, request-
ing the Council to vote on a 
term-limits extension rath-
er than putting the vote to a 
public referendum.

“Let me be blunt about 
that. I thought it was moral-
ly wrong,” Thompson said. 
“We change presidents in 
the middle of wars. We defi-
nitely change mayors in the 
middle of this crisis.”

As for the current 
crisis, the former comp-
troller said issues such as 
economic disparity, afford-

able housing and education 
needed to be addressed in 
all five boroughs.

“I firmly believe right 
now that we’re going in the 
wrong direction,” he said.

He told the two dozen 
or so club members in at-
tendance he would make 
education a top priority. 
Bringing arts back into the 
schools and focusing on a 
more full measure of stu-
dents would be included in 
his agenda.

“I used to play the viola 
while I was in school. I may 
not have been that great, 
but it taught me a lot,” he 
joked.

The success of small 
businesses was another 
concern he said he would 
focus on.

“Flushing is a busi-
ness of small businesses,” 
Thompson told reporters. 
“New York City treats small 
businesses like they’re 
there to generate revenue. 
I want the small business 
of today to be the mid-size 
business of tomorrow.”

Despite his penchant 
for firing off sound bites, 
Thompson promised the 
group his campaign would 
not be reduced to a platitu-
dinous maxim.

“Trust me, by the time 
we get to the campaign, I’m 
sure there will be a slogan, 
but I’m not going to run on 
a slogan,” he said.

Thompson tests out race 
for mayor with boro club

Bill Thompson (l.) speaks with Sandy Contreras (r.) about education reform as state Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (c.) looks on. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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Queens rocked by calamitous events of 2010Storms, political upsets defi ned borough

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZThe year in Queens was book-

ended by natural disasters — an 

earthquake in Haiti whose trem-

ors were felt throughout 
the borough and a late 

December blizzard that 
crippled Queens and the 

rest of the city — with a tornado 

and its aftermath lingering for 

days in the summer.While the borough experi-

enced its share of natural disas-

ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-

tion of former state Sen. Hiram 

Monserrate, who was expelled 

from the Senate after being con-

victed of misdemeanor assault for 
cutting his girlfriend’s 

face with a glass.On the education 
front, Queens faced shut-

downs of some schools, including 

the city’s renewed efforts to close 

Jamaica and Broad Channel high 

schools after a somewhat brief re-

prieve.
Continued on Page 18

Bay Terrace civictakes secessioncase to CB 11BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETSBay Terrace Community 

Alliance President Warren 

Schreiber officially brought 

the neighborhood’s proposal to 

switch community boards before 

Community Board 11 for the first 

time Monday night, calling him-

self “the troublemaker” for push-

ing the controversial plan.
Under the proposal, which 

drew a range of opinions from 

CB 11 members and is backed by 

alliance members who voted last 
Continued on Page 18

Queens seeks answers
to slow snow removal

Pages 2, 33, 39 

QGuide, Page 27

Photos
PAGES 4, 5, 9

HELPING HAITIJillian DePasquale (l.), 10, and her brother Christopher DePasquale, 8, both 

of Douglaston, speak last week about the Divine Wisdom Catholic Academy’s 

efforts to send furniture and school supplies to an impoverished school in 

Haiti. See story on Page 2. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Queens rocked 
by calamitous 
events of 2010

Storms, political upsets defi ned borough
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

The year in Queens was 
bookended by natural disasters 
— an earthquake in Haiti whose 
tremors were felt through-
out the borough and a late 
December blizzard that 
crippled Queens and the 
rest of the city — with a tornado 
and its aftermath lingering for 
days in the summer.

While the borough experi-
enced its share of natural disas-
ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-
tion of former state Sen. Hiram
Monserrate, who was expelled
from the Senate after being con-
victed of misdemeanor assault for

cutting his girlfriend’s
face with a glass.

On the education
front, Queens faced shut-

downs of some schools, including
the city’s renewed efforts to close
Jamaica and Broad Channel high
schools after a somewhat brief re-
prieve.

BORO BRANDING
Adil “Mef” Ali of East Elmhurst shows off his tatto, which fea-
tures Queens landmarks like the Unisphere. See story on Page 3. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 16

Ambulance 
corps saves 

lives in snow
BY JOE ANUTA

When Forest Hills was hit 
with mountains of snow Dec. 26, 
a local volunteer organization 
was patrolling the neighborhood 
as police, fire-
fighters and 
medical person-
nel were facing 
overwhelming demand and long 
delays.

The Forest Hills Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps pulled out of 

Continued on Page 14

Crime on downswing
in Forest Hills in ’10
Page 2 QGuide, Page 21
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Boro experiences tumultuous year

Bay Terrace civic

takes secession

case to CB 11

BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

Bay Terrace Community 

Alliance President Warren 

Schreiber officially brought 

the neighborhood’s proposal to 

switch community boards before 

Community Board 11 for the first 

time Monday night, calling him-

self “the troublemaker” for push-

ing the controversial plan.

Under the proposal, which 

drew a range of opinions from 

CB 11 members and is backed by 

alliance members who voted last 

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

The year in Queens was 

bookended by natural disasters 

— an earthquake in Haiti whose 

tremors were felt throughout the 

borough and a late December bliz-

zard that crippled Queens and the 

rest of the city — with a tornado 

and its after-

math linger-

ing for days 

in the sum-

mer.
While the borough experi-

enced its share of natural disas-

ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-

tion of former state Sen. Hiram 

Monserrate, who was expelled 

from the Senate after being con-

victed of misdemeanor assault for 

cutting his girlfriend’s face with 

Continued on Page 16

Storms, political 

upsets shaped 

Queens in 2010

Continued on Page 16

Queens seeks answers

to slow snow removal

Pages 2, 33, 39 

QGuide, Page 27

CELESTIAL EVENING

Parks Department Ranger, Sgt. Marc Sanchez, sets up the telescope to aim at Jupiter during an evening of star-

gazing at Fort Totten. Participants hoped to catch a glimpse of the Quadrantids Meteor Shower. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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Queens rocked 

by calamitous 

events of 2010

Storms, political upsets defi ned borough

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

The year in Queens was book-

ended by natural disasters — an 

earthquake in Haiti whose trem-

ors were felt through-

out the borough and a 

late December blizzard 

that crippled Queens 

and the rest of the city — with a 

tornado and its aftermath linger-

ing for days in the summer.

While the borough experi-

enced its share of natural disas-

ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-

tion of former state Sen. Hiram 

Monserrate, who was expelled 

from the Senate after being con-

victed of misdemeanor assault for 

cutting his girlfriend’s 

face with a glass.

On the education 

front, Queens faced 

shutdowns of some schools, in-

cluding the city’s renewed efforts 

to close Jamaica and Broad Chan-

nel high schools after a somewhat 

brief reprieve.

WELCOME BABY NEW YEAR

Selina Wong was the first baby to enter the world in Queens this year. Wong 

was born at New York Hospital Queens at 12:01 a.m., weighing 7 lbs, 12 oz. 

See story on Page 2. 

Photo courtesy NYHQ

Continued on Page 14

Halloran sees 

plow sabotage

in snow removal

 BY ANNA GUSTAFSON AND IVAN 

PEREIRA

As piles of black garbage bags 

joined the dwindling snow piles 

left from the Christmas weekend 

bli zza rd, 

the mayor 

and other 

o f f i c i a l s 

promised to find out what caused 

the serious delays in street plow-

ing in Queens as well as the pos-

sibility of deliberate sabotage by 

city workers.

Continued on Page 14

The Boro’s

ultimate

classified

section

Crime in 109th Precinct

dropped 5.7% last year

Page 2

QGuide, Page 27

Photos

PAGES 4, 5, 9

More coverage
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Queens rocked 
by calamitous 
events of 2010

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

The year in Queens was 
bookended by natural disasters 
— an earthquake in Haiti whose 

tremors were 
felt throughout 
the borough 
and a late De-

cember blizzard that crippled 
Queens and the rest of the city — 
with a tornado and its aftermath 
lingering for days in the summer.

While the borough experi-
enced its share of natural disas-

Steinway Mansion owner dies at 83

BY REBECCA HENELY

Michael Halberian, the latest
person to own the historic Stein
way Mansion on 41st Street and
18th Avenue in Astoria, died of
chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease during last week’s snow
storm, City Councilman Peter
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) said. He
was 83.

“He died in his home that he
loved so much,” Vallone said.

Halberian was the second
member of his family to own the
Astoria landmark, a 25-room
granite house which was built in
1856 by optician Benjamin T. Pike
who used it as a weekend home
The mansion was later owned by
piano manufacturer Henry Stein
way. Halberian was born and
grew up in the home. He moved

Continued on Page 1

Michael Halberian 
was history buff 

of city and Astoria

Continued on Page 14

Queens seeks answers
to slow snow removal
Pages 18, 26 QGuide, Page 21

Photos
PAGES 4,5,9

Michael Halberian, the latest owner of the Steinway Mansion, died in the snowstorm last week at 83. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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to slow snow removal
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BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZThe year in Queens was 

bookended by natural disasters 

— an earthquake in Haiti whose 

tremors were felt through-
out the borough and a late 

December blizzard that 
crippled Queens and the 

rest of the city — with a tornado 

and its aftermath lingering for 

days in the summer.While the borough experi-

enced its share of natural disas-

ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-

tion of former state Sen. Hiram 

Monserrate, who was expelled 

from the Senate after being con-

victed of misdemeanor assault for 
cutting his girlfriend’s 

face with a glass.On the education 
front, Queens faced shut-

downs of some schools, including 

the city’s renewed efforts to close 

Jamaica and Broad Channel high 

schools after a somewhat brief re-

prieve.

A MOTHER’S LOSS

Continued on Page 14

Jamaica manmurdered onway to partyBY IVAN PEREIRAThe murder of a Jamaica 

man who was shot on his way to a 

New Year’s Eve party capped off a 

violent year in southeast Queens.
Jamal West, 26, was found 

by officers with several gunshot 

wounds to his back at the corner 

of Merrick Boulevard and 109th 

Avenue around 11:30 p.m., police 

said. He was pronounced dead at 

the scene by EMS crews who ar-

rived a short time later, accord-

ing to investigators.Continued on Page 14

Paulette Porter, whose son Dwayne Haughton was shot and killed in 

Richmond Hill, holds a candle in memory of Haughton, who lived in Jamaica 

and was the first person murdered in 2011. See story on Page 6. Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens rocked by calamitous events of 2010Storms, political upsets defi ned borough
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talk with our community 
partners and evaluate the 
market in December.”

Representatives from 
the greenmarket have to go 
before the local community 
board each year to seek ap-
proval for the market.

Attendance was sparse 
at the market on the north 
side of the LIRR station 
Sunday, and vendors had 
mixed reactions when they 
were asked how well they 
did over the season, which 
ran from July 10 to Nov. 20.

The tables of Newgate 
Farms had plenty of fresh 
butternut squash for sale, 
but John Sedor said the 
Connecticut farm did its 
best business at the height 
of the summer.

“We did our best to-
ward the end of July when 
the tomatoes and corn were 
in. Everyone loves com-

ing out for the summer-
time vegetables,” he said. 
“I hope we can come back 
next year.”

Tianna Kennedy said 
Lucky Dog Farm, which 
grows organic vegetables in 
upstate Delaware County, 
was decimated in August 
by Hurricane Irene, losing 
about 70 percent of its crop.

“It was about $200,000 
[in damages from the 
storm] , but the city markets 
kept us going,” she said. 
Lucky Dog also operates at 
two other green markets, 
and will open a stand at 
Union Square next week, 
she said.

Kennedy said she had 
formed great relationships 
with her customers.

“Half of my customers 
came up and gave me a big 
hug. Douglaston is a lovely 
community,” she said.

Joe, from Nature’s Way 
Farm, said business had 
been up and down through-
out the season.

“Maybe it was the 

weather,” he said. “I don’t 
know where they were hid-
ing.”

He said the farm, which 
sells honey produced by 325 
bee hives in Lowman, N.Y., 
does better at the Jackson 
Heights market, where 
there is more foot traffic.

On the last day, Bryan 
Mesenbourg and his wife, 
Margaret, were stocking 
up on carrots for a veg-
etable soup and pears they 
planned to poach.

It was the first time the 
couple from Ridgewood had 
ever been to Douglaston.

“We wanted to go to a 
market and this was one of 
the only ones open on Sun-
day,” Bryan said.

The two said they also 
planned to visit the Arme-
nian Society of NY in Little 
Neck, which was hosting a 
food festival.

“I like Douglaston; 
it’s cool around here,” said 
Bryan. “There’s a lot of nice 
old houses.”

A who’s who of po-
litical leaders — including 
the mayor, state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), state 
Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside), City 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) and 
Brooklyn Borough Presi-
dent Marty Markowitz — 
were in attendance and 
applauded the chain for 
giving northeast Queens a 
commercial boost.

The Manhattan-based 
supermarket, which has 
locations in Brooklyn and 

Stamford, Conn., and on 
Long Island, hired more 
than 450 jobs and gave 
the community an option 
for food after Waldbaum’s 
closed a store in the plaza.

“I think it’s an exam-
ple of what’s going on in 
the city,” Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said. “They’re 
willing to open, they’re 
willing to expand and will-
ing to hire.”

Nathan Glickberg cre-
ated Fairway as a fruit and 
vegetable stand in 1933 and 
21 years later opened the 
first supermarket store 
on the Upper West Side. In 
1974, his grandson Howie 
inherited the store and 
decided to take his family 

business to other areas in 
the city.

The stores grew in 
popularity due their large 
selection of items from 
around the world. The 
Douglaston store has more 
than 600 artisanal cheeses, 
unfiltered cooking oils, a 
kosher selection and pro-
duce, all from locations 
such as Italy, Australia and 
Portugal.

“When you walk 
through the aisles, you will 
see foodstuffs you’ve never 
seen before,” Dan Glick-
berg, Howie’s son and Fair-
way’s executive vice presi-
dent, said.

The store also comes 
stocked with an eat-in deli 

complete with freshly baked 
goods. Sheri Hunt, 51, of 
Forest Hills has been shop-
ping at Fairway supermar-
kets ever since it opened 
and said she was glad she 
did not have to travel as far 
as Long Island or Connecti-
cut to get the food and ser-
vice she enjoys.

Hunt said she was im-
pressed with Fairway’s lay-
out that divides its aisles 
into small alcoves of prod-
ucts.

“They were very cre-
ative here. [The alcoves] 
are angled well in a way 
that draws you in,” the self-
proclaimed Fairway group-
ie said.

Community leaders 

said the road to Fairway’s 
move to Queens was long 
but paid off. After Wald-
baum’s announced that it 
was not going to renew its 
lease at the shopping center 
and move out in 2010, Com-
munity Board 11 pushed for 
a new supermarket to fill 
its void.

CB 11 Chairman Jerry 
Iannece said the board was 
opposed to any other vendor 
that would take the place of 
Waldbaum’s, including a 
proposed Best Buy.

“We didn’t need TV 
sets here, we needed a su-
permarket,” he said.

After months of work 
with the community, the 
Queens borough presi-

dent’s office and other city 
agencies, Fairway got the 
approval to expand into 
Douglaston and began 
work on reconstructing the 
Waldbaum’s site back in the 
spring.

The owners said it was 
an honor to extend their 
store into Queens and wel-
comed customers to contin-
ue their family legacy.

“Look at my father’s 
and grandfather’s picture 
on the wall,” Howie Glick-
berg said. “They would be 
proud of this.”

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1

Green

Continued from Page 1

Fairway

ees, which equates to about 
20 spaces, the councilman 
said.

The service center 
would also have to stop stor-
ing more than 44 vehicles 
on the lot to comply with its 
certificate of occupancy, he 
said.

In addition, Halloran 
demanded the center close 
its windows and doors at 
all hours to comply with 

zoning laws and install a 
ventilation system that is 
up to code.

In a previous interview 
with TimesLedger News-
papers, Service Manager 
Elliot Rothman said all ga-
rage doors, except the one 
in the front of the service 
center, are automatic and 
close about 30 seconds after 
a vehicle passes through.

The plight of the Au-
burndale street aroused 
the curiosity of city Public 
Advocate Bill de Blasio as 
well.

De Blasio did not at-
tend the conference but 
pledged to aid the council-
man in ensuring that the 
center operates within the 
boundaries of the law.

“It’s high time for Star 
Nissan to respect the resi-
dents of this neighborhood 
and start acting in good 
faith,” he said in a state-
ment. “My office will work 
closely with city agencies 
to ensure Star is complying 
with the law and bring this 
noise and disruption to a 
long-overdue conclusion.”

Continued from Page 2

Nissan

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]

TM

Get your Queens  
news on Facebook:  
facebook.com/timesledger
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Serving Metro NY

What if you LIVE ALONE 
      and have an EMERGENCY?

You’re never alone with Lifewatch!

800-716-1433
www.lifewatch-usa.com

“I have peace of mind...

   Mom remains independent.”

“I’m never alone 
  with LIFEWatch.”
–Dick Van Patten

Just One Push of a Button can Protect 
You from Emergencies: 
✔ Medical       ✔ Falls      
✔ Fire       ✔ Burglary

Visit us on facebook

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

$19.95
FOR FIRST 3 MONTHS

after introductory offer expires, 
$24.95/month will be billed quarterly.

ct 

Mobile Alert 
   Button Available SWITCHOVERSWELCOME!

No Landline? No Problem! Senior Cell Phones 
Now Available!

With LIFEWatch You get:
EMT-Certified

Try it RISK FREE!

iilil HOVEHOVVEVE
COMCOCOOM

W t h Y t

i blilalaabbleleee WITCHSWWITCSWSWWITCTCH
WELCOWWELWWELLCO

Tech-hungry thieves fuel 24 % subway crime spike
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Crime in the sub-
ways has been declining 
for years, but increased 24 
percent last year with half 
of the incidents involving 
snatch-and-grab theft from 
straphangers on board 
trains.

Deputy Chief Owen 
Monaghan, of the NYPD 
Transit Bureau, said much 
of present subway crime is 
inside the cars rather than 
on station platforms.

“We have moved into 
the trains,” Monaghan 
said.

Monaghan told the 
Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority Transit 
Committee that 70 percent 
of subway grand larceny 
was committed on board 
trains by people who have 
abandoned pickpocketing 
to simply grab items like 
electronic devices from 
passengers and flee just as 
the doors close.

Statistics show 40 
percent of subway crimes 
occur in Manhattan, 33 
percent in Brooklyn, 14 per-
cent in Queens and  13 per-
cent in the Bronx.

Monaghan said the 
NYPD has been using cops 
posing as tourists as part of 
its strategy against subway 
crime.

In other transit news:
• several MTA Board 

members have spoken out 
in favor of restoring parts 
of the Long Island Rail 
Road, Metro-North Rail-

road, subway and subway 
system that were shut be-
cause of the agency’s fi-

nancial plight. The subject 
came up Nov. 16 as MTA 
Board members discussed 

the agency’s 2012 budget. 
Acting MTA Chairman An-
drew Saul said it might be 
too early for restoring the 
transit cuts.

• a construction work-
er was killed in a tunnel of 
the East Side Access last 
Thursday night. The MTA 
said Michael O’Brien was 
struck by a fragment of fall-
ing concrete. The project 
will bring LIRR trains into 
Grand Central Terminal.

• the MTA Department 
of Bridges and Tunnels 
announced the 3 billionth 
E-ZPass transaction since 
the system began. Based on 
traffic statistics, the mile-
stone was reached at some 
point Nov. 15. The MTA in-
troduced E-ZPass in 1995 

on the Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge, which connects 
Brooklyn with Staten Is-
land.

• the New York Civil 
Liberties Union has sued in 
federal court over what the 
organization says has been 
the illegal arrest of people 
taking photographs in a 
subway station. The lawsuit 
says the action is in defense 
of two photographers who 
were arrested last year in 
the Broad Channel subway 
station. The suit also says 
police illegally demanded 
identification papers from 
those arrested.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Transit offi cers 
are posing as 

tourists as 
part of the 

NYPD strategy 
against subway 

crime.

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Thomas Prendergast (l.), pres-
ident of Transit Authority, and 
Michael Horodniceanu, presi-
dent MTA Capital Construction 
Company, speak during 
a recent MTA meeting. 

Photo by Philip Newman
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The Better Way!

Better Price!
Better Selection!

Better Service!

Limited Supply Of 2011 Cadillac, Buick & GMC Models Available At Incredible Savings!
Plus, Ask About 0% Financing For 72 Months.†† Hurry, Sale Ends Soon!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

North Bay Cadillac Celebrates Its 5th Consecutive Year
as New York State’s Largest Cadillac Dealer!

All offers, add tax & reg. fees, Based on tier one credit. Primary lender approval. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear. Lacrosse/Acadia, $995 down, $695 bank fee & $395 termination fee. Acadia Residual $18,405.90, Lacrosse -$13,921.60. No security deposit required. 12k miles per yr.,18c
thereafter. Customer Cash Rebate & Lease Conquest ( Must be a non GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) : Lacrosse $6,550 & Acadia $4,075 included in advertised prices. Primary lender approval, Add tax & reg fees, plus CTS ( Ally Bank ) $1,890 down / SRX ( GM Financial
) $1,690 down, bank fee included, SRX $350 termination fee, CTS $0 termination fee, CTS 10K / SRK 12k miles per yr. 30c thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. Residual Value ( CTS $20,976.80 & SRX $23,948.10 ) . Customer Cash Rebate & Lease Conquest ( Must be
a non GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) : CTS $7,100 & SRX $3,225 ( +$2,500 additional on residual for buy out ) included in advertised prices.†† Must have excellent credit, in lieu of rebates. Best Price: Based on primary lender approval. In stock vehicles. Model for
model, option for option. Must present bonafide written order from authorized new car competitor. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires November 30, 2011.

BUICK

No 1st Payment & No Security On Buick GMC Leases!

CadillacCelebrates It̓ s NewEdition...

BUICK

Acadias & Terrains
In Stock

For Immediate
Delivery,

This Weekend!

in Great Neck!

“You Don’t Have To
Pay More... To Shop In Great Neck!”

in Great Neck!

2012 GMC
ACADIA AWD SL
Remote vehicle starter,
Leather steering wheel
with controls, Bluetooth
and much more!
MSRP $36,090

LEASE FOR

$289
*

per month 39 months

2012 BUICK
LACROSSE
Convenience Group
With “E Assist”
A Class Leading 36 MPG
Highway, Auto Transmission,
Rear Airbags And More!
MSRP $31,640
LEASE FOR

$259
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC
CTS AWD

6 Speed Automatic, 1yr. Onstar,
Turn By Turn Navigation MSRP $40,340

LEASE FOR

$289
*

per month 36 months

2012 CADILLAC
SRX FWD

3.6L V6 Improved Horsepower and
Gas Mileage! 6 Speed Automatic, 1yr.

Onstar, Turn By
Turn Navigation
MSRP $40,940
LEASE FOR

$349
*

per month 36 months

LUXURY EDITION

2011-2012 Cadillac Models Include Complimentary Cadillac Premium Care Maintenance.
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

More than 70 St. John’s University students spent their Sunday evening baking pies for Queens food pantries, churches, a senior center and a foster care facility. Students from 11 fraternities and sororities 
prepped about 1,050 apples to fill around 300 pies. St. John’s chose five organizations, where they planned to deliver 200 of the pies, as well as 300 turkeys. Assemblyman Rory Lancman partnered with St. 
John’s and arranged for donations to six other sites, which they said were in need. (Clockwise from l.) Moneil Patel fills the crusts with apples; Lancman (l.) hands off a pie to Maggie Bach, the assistant direc-
tor for Leadership Development at St. John’s; Erin Sullivan, Sean Brooks and Wilfred Curioso show off their peeling skills; and a student removes the skin off of one apple. Photos by Christina Santucci

SJU students bake Thanksgiving pies for food pantries
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MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG
Mayor

MATHEW M. WAMBUA
C i i

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING PRESERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT
Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, notice is hereby
given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (“HPD”) of the City of New York (“City”) has
proposed the sale of the following City-owned property (collectively, “Disposition Area”) in the Borough of Queens: 

Address Block/Lot
136 -50 37th Avenue 4978 p/o 25 

Under HPD’s Low Income Rental Program, sponsors purchase City-owned land or vacant buildings and construct
or rehabilitate multifamily buildings in order to create affordable rental housing. Construction and permanent financing
is provided through loans from private institutional lenders and from public sources including HPD, the New York
City Housing Development Corporation, the State of New York, and the federal government. Additional funding
may also be provided from the syndication of low-income housing tax credits. The newly constructed or rehabilitated
buildings provide rental housing to low-income families. Subject to project underwriting, up to 20% of the units may
be rented to formerly homeless families.
Under the proposed project, the City will sell the Disposition Area to Macedonia Housing Development Fund Corporation
(“Sponsor”) for the nominal price of one dollar per tax lot. The Sponsor will also deliver an enforcement note and
mortgage for the remainder of the appraised value (“Land Debt”). The Sponsor will then construct one building
containing a total of 142 rental dwelling units plus one unit for a superintendent, approximately 6,287 square feet
of commercial space and approximately 2,767 square feet of community facility space on the Disposition Area and
will develop approximately 20,000 square feet of the Disposition Area as open space.
The Land Debt will be repayable out of resale or refinancing profits for a period of thirty (30) years following completion
of construction. The remaining balance, if any, may be forgiven in the 30th year.
The appraisal and the proposed Land Disposition Agreement and Project Summary are available for public examination
at the office of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 9-C11, New York, New York on business days during business hours.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on December 6, 2011 at Second Floor Conference Room,
22 Reade Street, Manhattan at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached on the calendar, at
which time and place those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed
sale of the Disposition Area pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of
the Charter.
Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor’s Office of Contract Services, Public
Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York 10007, (212) 788-7490, no later than five (5) business
days prior to the public hearing. TDD users should call Verizon relay services.

Now’s the time to ask your loved one’s doctor 
about Strong Foundations. Call 1-855-VNSNY-NOW 

or visit www.vnsny.org/strong-foundations
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Every 17 seconds, 
an elderly person  
is taken to the ER 
because of a fall.

You won’t see Mom 
again until next week.

Strong FoundationsTM from VNSNY was developed to 

help reduce the risk of falling in older adults. This is 

important because falls are the leading cause of fatal 

injuries in adults over 65. Signs a loved one may be at 

risk include holding onto furniture for balance and 

stumbling or leaning to one side when walking. With 

nurses and rehabilitation therapists trained in reducing 

falls risk, Strong Foundations from the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now.

Now what?
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ZOMBIE PARADE
In honor of the holiday, dozens of zombies marched up 30th Avenue in Astoria 
Saturday for the Queens Thanksgiving Zombie Walk. (Clockwise from 
top l.) David Ketterer of Astoria chooses between a leg and some brains; 
Bianca Hernandez (r.) of Jamaica peeks into a pizza shop; one zombie stops 
to snack on a dog; a participant greets a pedestrian; Paul Pawel Pisarczyk 
of Astoria plays a zombie crushed by a car; dozens of people took part 
in the event; and Lissette Espinar shows off her contact lenses.  

Photo by Christina Santucci
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TimesLedger Newspapers’ next “Student of 
Distinction,” Kierra Willams, is a senior at 
Math, Science & Research Technology High 
School.

Kierra Williams is the Senior Class President 
of Math, Science & Research Technology 
High School (MAST H.S.), which is one of four 
small schools housed in the Campus Magnet 
Complex, Cambria Heights.  She was elected 
due to admirable qualities she has developed 
over the years.

For the past three years, Kierra has been 
an intern at North Shore Long Island Jewish 
Hospital in a program that was designed to 
encourage students to enter the medical field.  
The student interns performed various jobs 
in the hospital in different departments, then 
they were required to make a presentation 
to members of the hospital staff about what 
they did and learned. As a result of their 
experience, students developed skills such as 
observing, organizing information, and public 
speaking.  This has been a particularly valuable 
experience for Kierra, who wants to become a 
physician.

At MAST H.S. Kierra was Sophomore Class 
President, was on the swimming team, is now 
on the gymnastics team, and has volunteered 
with the Publicolor program, through which 
students paint the halls of the school after 

classes and on weekends to make the building 
brighter.  She has helped different teachers 
organize their files and material, and has 
decorated their bulletin boards. Presently, she is 
helping both the school’s Guidance Counselor, 
Ms. Abellard, and the College Advisor, Ms. 
Petgrave.

Kierra took a college level course in Nutrition 
through Queensborough Community College 
and is currently taking an English Honors class. 
She is working toward an Advanced Regents 
Diploma.

Her philosophy is, “Everything happens for 
a reason.”  She has learned that “life is full 
of surprises and I have to expect surprises.  I 
am glad to have my mom and dad, who care 
deeply for me.  I remember that my dad told 
me to always do my best and put initiative into 
everything I do.”

Guidance Counselor Abellard states that Kierra 
is, “Mature, has good manners, is very helpful, 
pleasant, generous, and very nice.” Recently, 
Kierra baked brownies and brought them into 
the office just because she wanted to.

Assistant Principal Johnny Recio, considers 

Kierra to be “a superb individual who has 
demonstrated determination and has striven for 
excellence during her time at MAST H.S.  She is 
a perfect example of the values and principles 
our school stands for. She is dedicated, 
empathetic, and an affable young lady who 
handles the many tasks handed to her because 
she is focused, hardworking, and resourceful.  
She possesses excellent research, oral, written, 
and interpersonal communication skills, with 
a high potential to excel. Kierra has illustrated 
tremendous progress and advancement during 
her time here. Her progress is impressive. It 
demonstrates her tenacity and commitment to 
success.”

As the new Senior Class President, Kierra has 
several ideas she would like to implement, 
including adding clubs, which Advisor 
Assistant Principal Recio wants to do, and 
schedule fun trips, which is what Principal 
Cruz likes to do to reward the hard working 
students.  A Scholarship Club is among the 
clubs Kierra would like to establish. This club 
would help students find scholarships that are 
suitable for them.  In addition, she is looking 
to initiate a Homework Workshop that would 
be offered either during lunch or after school.  
To showcase the school’s singers and dancers, 
Kierra feels that a Talent Show would give them 
an opportunity to exhibit their talents.

Kierra is thinking of ways to increase school 
spirit and to raise money for the various events 
she wants to institute.  Among the fundraising 
ideas she is considering are a car wash, school 
fair or dance, or selling holiday gifts.  The 
school year is young. With a person like Kierra 
in charge, who has initiative and skills learned 
while interning at LIJ North Shore Hospital, 
much should be accomplished.

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Kierra Williams

November 2011

Student of Distinction

Math, Science & Research 

Technology High School

Cambria Heights, NY
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QUEENS COUNTY WOMEN’S BAR ASSOCIATION ANNUAL JUDICIARY NIGHT AT THE QUEENS MUSEUM
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The group’s banner

DA Brown, Ann Pfau and Bernice Siegal

Barry Grodenchick kisses his 102-yr-old 
cousin, Sadie

Martin Ritholtz, Lee Mayersohn and 
Fernando Camacho

Maureen Heitner, Rudy Greco, Jessica 
Gargan and Claudia Lanzetta

Donna Furey

Queens DA Richard Brown

Fernando Camacho, Ann Pfau and 
Jeremy Weinstein

Maureen Healy, Martha Taylor and Roger 
Rosengarten

Sue Borko

Bernice Siegal

Ann Pfau and Barry Grodenchick

Darrell Gavrin, Briana Heymann and 
George Heymann

Therese Troy, Joseph Golia and 
Catherine Troy (both girls are daughters 
of Matty Troy)

102-yr-old Sadie Baris Turak

Linda Kevins

Sally Unger and Sue Borko

Catherine Troy, Audrey Pheffer and 
Therese Troy

14 Ann Pfau, Bernice Siegal and Marguerite Grays13 Ann Pfau, chief administrative 
judge of the State of New York

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, N
OV. 24-30, 2011 

NE

27

569 Plandome Rd. Manhasset, NY 11030 • (516) 365-9591

Licensed & Bonded | Open Tuesday - Saturday 10
am

-6
pm

We pay for:

Gold & Silver Coins

Diamonds of any Shape and Size

Gold Watches, Signed Jewelry, 

14K, 18K, Platinum Jewelry, 

Antique, Estate, Costume Jewelry, 

Sterling Silver Flatware, 

Writing Instruments, 

Scrap Gold

www.ligoldbuyer.com

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“As a teenager I saw, first hand, the compassion and love my 
mom received at Calvary. The nurses never abandoned her, nor 
any of my family. Never. From the very first day they relieved me 
of my responsibility as “caregiver” and allowed me to be her 
daughter once more. I knew then that this is what I was meant to 
be…a Calvary nurse. Each day I can relate to the family members 
and eliminate their fears, provide them with comfort, and most 
of all, peace of mind. I know what they’re going through. I 
lived it. Sure, I could have been a nurse somewhere else, but 
my place is here: to walk alongside the dying patients and their 
families. I thank God that my life-long dream has come true.”

- Carol Anzalone, RN

“I will never forget what Calvary Hospital did for my mom when she was dying.
That’s why I’m a Calvary nurse today.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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$2000
 OFF

WITH PURCHASE OF $200 or more
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Coupon expires 12/30/11

$5000
 OFF

WITH PURCHASE OF $500 or more
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Coupon expires 12/30/11

$10000
 OFF

WITH PURCHASE OF $1000 or more
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Coupon expires 12/30/11

BUY DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

Nobody Beats Our Prices!!
 Draperies
 Vertical Blinds
 Honeycomb Shades
 Custom Window 

 Shades
 Mini Blinds
 Roman Shades
 Balloon Shades
 Swags & Jabots
 Shutters
 Upholstery
 Radiator Covers
 Table Pads

Factory Showroom 268th St. & Hillside Ave., Floral Park 1/4 mi. W. of Lakeville Rd. 1-800-522-0120 www.gomersdecorators.com

GOMER’SWindow Treatments
SINCE 1962

Authorized Dealer

Shop At 
Home Service

Measuring &
Installation
with purchase of 

$100, with this ad

FREE

FREE

 TTTTT T TTTTTTT TT    abababababbababbababababababababbababbabbbbbbbbbbbababbblelelleleleeeeleeleleeeeeeleeeeeeeleleeeeeeeeeeeeelelee PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP adadaddddddddddadaaddddddddddssssssssssss

UP TO 70%
 OFF

LIST PRICE
Free Interior Design Consultation

SCAN HERE

Flushing, New York, November 
24, 2011 – How can senior citi-
zens find out what it’s like to live 
at Flushing House, their friendly 
neighborhood retirement resi-
dence? 
 Simple! Stay with us for an 
inexpensive Two Week Stay, and 
find out what the hubbub is about.
We invite you to experience the 
warm and caring lifestyle of our 
unique senior community, for an 
incredible low price! 
 Come enjoy a comfortable 
furnished apartment, with conti-
nental breakfast, lunch and dinner 
served in our dining room, house-
keeping, 24-hour security, tons of 
entertainment and activities, and 
much more. And all this for only 
$30 per night! Yes, that’s right, 
just $390 for two weeks. ($50 for 
couples!)
 We believe our incredible 

Two Week Stay promotion is the 
best value in the five boroughs and 
on Long Island! And, once you’ve 
experienced Flushing House, we’re 
sure you’ll agree this is the finest 
residence for independent adult 
living.
 Please be advised that we 

only have a limited number of stu-
dios available for Two Week Stays, 
and applicants must be pre-quali-
fied. Also, our promotional cam-
paign is good only through January 
31st, 2012. So, please call for your 
pre-qualification interview, and to 
reserve your Two Week Stay. 

 Call Nancy Rojas at (347) 
532-3026 or Marlo Molano at (347) 
532-3016, or call our toll-free num-
ber at (888) 987-6205.
To check out our new Two Week 
Stay video, copy and paste this 
link into your browser:
http://youtu.be/braX1Lz_nLI.
 Flushing House, the inno-
vative retirement residence built 
in 1974, was one of the first to of-
fer older adults independent living 
with supportive services on-prem-
ises. As a not-for-profit organiza-
tion, our mission is: To provide a 
safe, enjoyable and affordable re-
tirement experience for our resi-
dents.
Please visit our website:
www.flushinghouse.com.
38-20 Bowne Street 

Flushing, NY 11354

Contact: Robert F. Salant, 

347-532-3025, rsalant@uam.org

Flushing House offers incredible two week stay
ADVERTISING

Photo by Rob Salant



Astoria trumpeter Héctor Colón 
of the Spanish Harlem Orchestra preserves 

his family’s Latino music legacy
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BY RAPHAEL SUGARMAN

Héctor Colón was only 13 years old when he first be-
came enamored with the prospect of becoming a trumpet 
player.

“It was the sound of it that just attracted me so much,” 
said Colón, an Astoria resident. “It was a visceral thing.”

It probably didn’t hurt matters that his father, Héctor 
Colón Sr., is a longtime trumpeter, specializing in Latino 
music, both in his native Puerto Rico and in New 
York City, where he settled with his 
family in Flush- ing.

“I think that my love 
for the trumpet started from 
the very first note I heard, 

but that 
h a p p e n e d 
because I 
heard my 
dad practic-
ing at home” 

said Colón.
The senior 

Colón, now in his 
mid-70s and living back in Puerto 
Rico, was an active session player during 
the 1950s through the ’70s, which many con-

sider the heyday of Latino music. He gigged 
with — or at least hung out in the same musical circles 

as — singer Pete Rodriguez, known as “El Conde” (The 
Count), Willie Rosario, Gilberto Colon, among many oth-
ers. 

Though he always kept his day job, playing the trum-
pet and preserving the legacy of Latino music remained 
his passion.

On Sunday, Dec. 4, when the junior Colón takes the 
stage at Queens Theatre, it will be as the lead trumpeter 
of the renowned Spanish Harlem Orchestra, a 13-member 
band also obsessed with preserving — and at the same 
time reinterpreting — Latino music. 

“I crossed paths with Héctor’s father and knew 
him as a musician on the Latino music scene,” said 
pianist and bandleader Oscar Hernández, who, along 
with producer Aaron Luis Levinson, founded the 
Spanish Harlem Orchestra. “It’s kind of a beautiful 
thing that the same music his father played 30 years 
ago, Héctor is now playing with the Spanish Harlem 
Orchestra.”

The group’s first recording, Un Gran Dia en el 
Barrio (A Great Day in the Neighborhood), released 
in 2002, is filled with nostalgic but fresh takes on 
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BY NORM HARRIS

The National Endow-
ment of the Arts Jazz Mas-
ters’ “Armstrong and Be-
yond,” the latest edition of 
the annual Flushing Town 
Hall Jazz Masters concert, 
once again drew a capacity 
crowd on Friday evening. 
This year as in the past, 
Jimmy “Little Bird” Heath 
— a Queens resident, Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Arts Jazz Master, jazz edu-
cator and leader of the ubiq-
uitous Queens Jazz Orches-
tra — led his colleagues in 
a very active pre-concert 
question-and-answer peri-
od with the audience.

During the half hour Q 
& A segment preceding the 
double set, the fans seated 
at their tables enjoyed in 
the old jazz club tradition 
an array of fruits, cheeses 
and beverages as NEA Jazz 
Master Dr. Barry Harris 

and his colleagues spoke 
passionately and authorita-
tively about the present day 
phenomenon of renewed in-
terest and spreading popu-
larity of jazz.

Harris, along with 
Jimmy Heath and Frank 
Wess, reflected on its his-
torically creative period in 
Harlem and how jazz music 
has over time experienced 
growing popularity in the 
near and far corners of oth-
er metropolitan and sub-
urban population centers 
nationwide.

Trumpeter Jeremy 
Pelt, a young lion, rising 
star on the jazz scene and 
the ensemble’s guest artist, 
enthusiastically answered 
questions from the audi-
ence and paid homage to 
the many jazz legends and 
senior statesmen he had 
the good fortune to perform 
with as a journeyman, in-
cluding “all of the other 
members of the present en-

semble.”
In grand style, these 

talented musicians, with 
leader and saxophonist 
Heath ( NEA-JM ’03), Dr. 
Barry Harris (NEA-JM 
’89) on piano, elder states-
man Frank Wess (NEA-
JM ’07) on flute and tenor 
saxophone, bassist Paul 
West, Albert ‘Tootie’ Heath 
on drums and Jeremy Pelt 
doing honors on trumpet, 
entertained and captivated 
the fans with a two-part set 
of legendary classics and 
chestnuts. Virtually every 
tune played that night was 
followed by an extended ap-
plause from the fans.

Beginning with the 
energetic “Sonny Walter 
Rollin’s Blues composi-
tion, Tenor Madness,” with 
Heath and Wess on tenor 
sax in tandem, young Pelt 
followed, showcasing his 
youthful yet sophisticated 
chops while being featured 
on “But Beautiful,” and 

again on muted trumpet in 
Ben Webster’s emotional 
tune, “Did You Call Her To-
day?”

Each member of the 
ensemble whether soloing 
or featured, played some 
of the most historically re-
vered and loved jazz tunes 
with an unmatched pol-
ish, finesse and reverence. 
They included such classics 
as the Juan Tizol/Duke El-
lington collaboration “Per-
dido,”  fan favorite “Berks 
Works” by Dizzy Gillespie 
and with the final gem 
of the evening, “Just The 
Right Way” by Sonny Red, 
warmly embracing each 
member of the audience as 
the concert ended to stand-
ing ovation.

Look for upcoming 
Flushing Town Hall per-
formances online at www.
flushingtownhall.org.

Answers in Sports

Young lion Jeremy Pelt taking a trumpet solo while NEA Jazz 
Masters Jimmy Heath (l.) and Frank Wess look on with admiration 
and approval. Photo by Norm Harris

Jazz Masters shine before packed Flushing Town Hall
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With Over Two Pieces of 
Luggage —  A Cypriot, a Greek 
and an American walk into a 
theater… And so begins one of 
the most touching, nostalgic 
and heartfelt anecdotes ever 
told at the Greek Cultural 
Center, and which we will have 
the pleasure of enjoying during 
the upcoming winter theatrical 
season.
When: Through Dec. 11, Fridays 
and Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays 
at 4 pm 
Cost: $20 Adults ($15 children 
and seniors) 
Where: Greek Cultural Center, 
26-80 30th St., Astoria 
Website: www.
greekculturalcenter.org

Guys and Dolls —  The Frank 
Loesser musical.
When: Friday, Nov. 18, 8 pm; 
Saturday, Nov. 19, 8 pm & 
Sunday, Nov. 20, 2 pm
Where: United Methodist 
Church, 35 Verbena Ave., Floral 
Park
Contact: 516-354-4969; 
umcfl oralpark.org

Hairspray —  Music by Marc 
Shaiman. Lyrics by Scott 
Wittman and Marc Shaiman. 
Book by Mark O’Donnell and 
Thomas Meehan. Directed 
by Maryellen Pierce. Music 
direction by Paul L. Johnson. 
Based on the 1988 John 
Waters fi lm “Hairspray.” Seats 
reserved.
When: Nov. 19, 8 pm; Nov. 20, 
3 pm
Cost: $16, $14 seniors over 60 
and children 12 and under 
Where: FSF Community Theatre 
Group, 41-60 Kissena Blvd, 
Flushing
Contact: B. Baker fsfctg@
yahoo.com 718-229-8547
Website: http://www.
spotlightonstage.com/fsfnews.
htm

Annie Get Your Gun —  The 
show features a talented cast 
of two dozen performers 
singing such well-known Irving 
Berlin songs as “No Business 
Like Show Business,” “Doin’ 
What Comes Naturally,” “Sun In 
The Morning” and “They Say It’s 
Wonderful.”
When: Nov. 19, 8 pm; Nov. 20, 
3 pm
Cost: $20 adults ($18 seniors 
62 and older, children 12 and 
under) 
Where: Theatre by the Bay, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside 
Contact:   (718) 428-6363 

Forbidden Broadway —  A 

satirical roast of more than 30 
Broadway hits.
When: Nov. 20, 3 pm 
Cost: $35 
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave. at Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Website: visitqpac.org

Hans Brinker’s Christmas 
—  RSVP. Musical, 50 minutes, 
grades 2-6.
When: Nov. 28, 10:30 am 
Cost: $10, $8 for 20 or more 
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Avenue  Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Contact:   (888) 278-7799  

Fly By Night Dance Theater 
—  Telling the mythical story of 
Apollo and Dafne with aerial 
dance and the music of Handel. 
Swinging above the stage, 
you’ll see mesmerizing harness 
duets, a cloud swing solo and 
a slew of other trapeze duets 
between Greek myths and their 
modern day doppelgangers.
When: Nov. 29, 8 pm
Cost: $15 advance, $20 at door, 
$10 students
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center Main Stage, 31-10 
Thomson Ave., Long Island City
Website: www.lagcc.cuny.edu

The Lynching of Emmett Till 
—  Explores the death of the 
innocent young boy and the 
impact it had on the civil rights 
movement.
When: Nov. 30, 3 pm and 7 pm  
Cost: $20 ($10 students and 
seniors) 
Where: York Performing Arts 
Center, 94-45 Guy R. Brewer 
Blvd., Jamaica 
Contact:   (718) 262-2559  

Arts on Stage —  RSVP. Shows 
include “Snow White,” “Tribute 
to Michael Jackson,” “Black 
Nutcracker,” “Caribbean 
Holidays,” “Holiday Tales” and 
“Christmas Carol.”
When: Dec. 1, 2, 8, 9, 13 and 14, 
10 am and 11:45 am
Cost: $8
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside 
Contact:  info@aosny.com (718) 
266-0202  
Website: visitqpac.org

Anon(ymous) —  A modern 

retelling of “The Odyssey.”
When: Dec. 2, 3, 9 and 10 at 7:30 
pm; Dec. 8 at 7:30 pm; Dec. 7 
matinee for $1 at 1:15 pm
Cost: $10, $5 for seniors, $3 
QCC faculty and students.
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside 
Website: visitqpac.org

Annie —  Sing along to the 
captioned movie. A $100 cash 
prize for the most enthusiastic 
participant.
When: Dec. 3, 7:30 pm 
Cost: $5 
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Avenue  Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Contact:   (718) 631-6311  
Web site: visitqpac.org
 

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Oliver” —  Acting, singing 
and dancing roles available 
as well as chorus work. Men, 
women and children needed. 
Rehearsals begin in December 
with performances set for 
March. Those auditioning 
should bring music and be 
prepared to sing to piano 
accompaniment.
When: Nov. 21-22, 7 pm
Where: Theatre by the Bay, Bay 
Terrace Jewish Center, 13-00 
209th St., Bayside 
Contact: Director/producer 
Lawrence F. Bloom (718) 428-
6363

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Sterling Glen of Great 
Neck, 96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great 
Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman - robin@lovecoach.
com (516) 732-0911

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village

Guide toD N NG

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY 

 (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

45-52 Bell Blvd • Bayside
718-428-9727 (WRAP)

Full menu at 
www.mmmthatsawrap.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503

CATERING  FOR PARTIES

ITALIAN

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

For Reservations Call 
(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

La Parma OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)

230 Jericho Turnpike, 
Floral Park, NY 11001 
T: 516-354-8185 
F: 516-354-8190 www.BobsNY.com

STAGE 
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CONCERTS

Rudresh Mahanthappa tHE 
Indo-Pak Coalition —  Jazz 
Journalist Association’s 
2009 Alto Saxophonist of 
the Year and winner of the 
2009 Downbeat International 
Critics Poll “Rising Star-Jazz 
Artist” Rudresh Mahanthappa 
is one of the most innovative 
young musicians in jazz today, 
synthesizing jazz with the 
astutely improvised musical 
forms of South Asia. The 
Indo-Pak Coalition’s debut 
album “Apti” reached #1 on the 
JazzWeek World Music radio 
charts. 
When: Dec. 3, 8 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:  info@
fl ushingtownhall.org   

Le Theatre Motus (Canada): 
BAOBAB —  Inspired by West 
African legends, this fabulous 
tale of a persistent drought and 
an ancient baobab tree is told 
by African percussion, masked 
performers and puppets. One 
day, the baobab brings forth an 

egg and from this egg is born 
a little boy, who is cared for by 
the entire village. But who is 
he? Can he help the water fl ow 
once again? Join our tiny friend 
on an adventurous journey full 
of surprises and life lessons. 
When: Dec. 4, 1 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:  info@
fl ushingtownhall.org  

Spanish Harlem Orchestra 
—  The Grammy Award-winning 
Latin jazz combo performs 
a special holiday-themed 
program.
When: Dec. 4, 2 pm and 6 pm
Cost: $39
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Website: htttp://www.
queenstheatre.org

Bucky Pizzarelli Guitar Trio 
—  Known as “the master of 
the 7-string guitar”, Bucky 
Pizzarelli’s career spans over 
60 years from the Vaughn 
Monroe Orchestra to the 
Johnny Carson Tonight Show, 
hundreds of concerts including 
White House performances 

with Benny Goodman and Frank 
Sinatra, and tours with Benny 
Carter and Charlie Byrd.
When: Dec. 16, 8 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:  info@
fl ushingtownhall.org  

A Hanukkah Celebration With 
Louie Miranda —  Join singer, 
songwriter, storyteller Louie 
Miranda and his band for a 
highly interactive performance 
celebrating the story of 
Hanukkah. Come early and 
make your very own Star of 
David. Fun for the entire family! 
When: Dec. 18, 2 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:   (718) 463-7700 X222  

Oratorio Society of Queens 
Annual Holiday Concert —  
Celebrate the holiday season 
with the Oratorio Society 
of Queens as it presents 
its Annual Holiday Concert 
featuring excerpts from 
Handel’s “Messiah.” Sing along 
with Christmas carols and 
Chanukah favorites performed 
by the chorus, soloists and The 
Orchestral Arts Ensemble of 
Queens under the direction of 
Maestro David Close.
When: Dec. 18, 4 pm 
Cost: $30 general, $25 seniors 

and students with ID, children 
12 and under accompanied by 
an adult are free 
Where:  Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 
Queensborough Community 
College, 222-05 56th Ave., 
Bayside
Website: www.queensoratorio.
org

Handel’s “Messiah” —  
Celebrate the holiday season 
with the Oratorio Society of 
Queens.
When: Dec. 18, 4 pm
Cost: $30, $25 seniors and 
students with ID, free children 
12 and under with adult 
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Avenue  Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Contact:   (718) 279-3006  
Web site: www.queensoratorio.
org

Thursday Open Mic Music 
Nights —  Regularly presented 
from the stage of the RAA’s 
T-7 Gallery, this year-round 
weekly event gives performers 
of all kinds the spotlight to be 
seen and heard on Thursdays. 
Musicians, singers, poetry and 
prose readers, stand up comics 
and more have played to 
welcoming audiences there.
When: Thursdays, 7 pm;  sign-

up starts generally at 7:30 pm  
Where: Rockaway Center for 
the Arts, Fort Tilden, Gateway 
National Recreation Area, 
Rockaway 
Contact: Dominique Roberts 
info@raa116.org (718) 474-0861  
Website: www.
rockawayartistsalliance.org 

KIDS & FAMILY

Discover at Queens Library 
—  The Children’s Library 
Discovery Center is located 
adjacent to the Central Library 
at 89-11 Merrick Boulevard in 
Jamaica. A “grand opening” will 
take place in mid-September, 
but it is open for fun and 
learning right now.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 10 am to 8:45 
pm; Friday, 1 pm to 8:45 pm; 
Saturday, 10 am to 5:30 pm; 
Sunday, 12 pm to 5 pm (except 
holidays)
Cost: Free    
Where: Queens Central Library, 
89-11 Merrick Boulevard, 
Jamaica, NY 11432
Contact: Joanne King, 
associate director of 
communications joanne.king@
queenslibrary.org (718) 990-
0704  
Website: queenslibrary.org

Weekly Storytimes —  Foster 
the love of reading with weekly 
children’s storytimes and a 
cookie break. Event may change. 
Please call ahead to confi rm.
When: Tuesdays, 10:30 am; 
Thursdays, 7 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Barnes & Noble, 176-60 
Union Tpke., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 380-7077

 EVENTS

Grace Gospel Tabernacle one-
year Anniversary Celebration 
—  Grace Gospel Tabernacle 
is celebrating its one-year 
anniversary as a church in the 
Springfi eld Gardens area of 
Queens. This is a month-long 
celebration, Sundays only.
When: Through Nov. 27    
Where: Springfi eld Gardens 
H. S. 143-10 Springfi eld Blvd., 
Springfi eld Gardens, NY 11413 
Contact: Pastor Wilton 
J. DeGraffe info@
gracegospeltabernacle.org 
917-740-4195  
Website: www.
gracegospeltabernacle.org

Paula Poundstone —  The 
comedian brings her unique 
brand of comedy to Flushing 
Meadows for one night only.

www.tasteofcochin.com

We serve North Indian & South Indian Cuisine

We also offer Take-Out and Catering Services for Corporate and Private Parties!
Newly Renovated Party Hall available (104 persons capacity)

Authentic tastes from the Land of Spices
OPERATIONAL HOURS
Mon - Thur: 11:30AM - 9:30PM
Fri - Sat: 11:30AM - 10:00PM
Sunday: 11:30AM - 9:30PM

DAILY LUNCH BUFFET
Mon - Fri: 11:30AM - 3:30PM
Sat - Sun: 11:30AM - 3:30PM

Taste of Cochin is all about representing 
Traditional Indian Cuisine with a fresh, 
vibrant twist. Exotic spices are blended 
with fresh  ingredients then slow cooked, 
infusing our food wh unique Indian flavors. 

Unlike traditional Indian resataurants, 
Tastes of Cochin prepares your order 

FRESH for you! Submerge your senses 
in the world of Indian Fusion and enjoy 

the ultimate fine dining experience.

10% OFF
TAKE OUT ONLY

Exp. 3/25/12 
Not to be combined 

with any other coupons.

Exp. 3/25/12 
Not to be combined 

with any other coupons.
Exp. 3/25/12 

Not to be combined 
with any other coupons.

15% OFF
EAT-IN

$1. OFF
LUNCH BUFFET
Mon to Fri

11:30 – 3 PM

Authentic tastes from the Land of Spices

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway

Bayside | 718-224-2536
www.litalianotrattoriany.com

II T

10%
 Senior Citizen Discount

Lunch 11:30-3PM
Dinner 3:30-6PM

I ta l ian cuisine cook ing classes-gi f t cer t i f icates available

Free Delivery Available

Have your next family event  with our family
Be a guest at your next holiday party with 
our gourmet catering. We can prepare the 

complete meal for you, or just a few courses. 
 

We also invite you to have your 
holiday party here.  

We can accommodate 50 guests.  
Call now to reserve your date

 and select the menu. 
 Ask for Grace or Joseph.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on Page 37
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classics by Tito Puente, Ray 
Barretto and  Willie Colón  
and  Hector Lavoe , among 
many others. Like all four 
of SHO’s albums, it was 
nominated for a Grammy 
Award (two of their record-
ings have won the prize).

All 13 members of the 
orchestra either live or 
grew up in New York City, 
said Hernández.

Expanding tradition
While the sound of 

his father’s horn may have 
been Héctor Colón’s muse, 
the family’s move to Amer-
ica when the young Héctor 
was just 5 afforded him 
the chance to take a more 
schooled approach to the 
instrument.

He played with the Par-
sons Junior High School 
band and was picked for a 
boroughwide band that re-
hearsed each weekend.

“Getting into that 
boroughwide band wasn’t 
easy to do; you had to audi-
tion,” he said with no small 
amount of pride. “I met 
kids with all kinds of musi-
cal traditions. That’s what 
makes it so easy to travel to 
so many different countries 
today. Living in Queens I 
had friends from all over 
the world.”

Colón earned a bache-
lor’s degree from the Berk-
lee College of Music in Bos-
ton, and then a master’s in 
composition from Queens 
College-CUNY Graduate 
Center.

“My father was pretty 
amazed that I would want 
to compose classical mu-
sic,” said Colón. “But he 
was very proud and curious 
about what I was learning. 
Everything from different 
types of instruments to dif-

ferent methods.”
Though he played gigs 

throughout his years in 
school, Colón decided to — 
at least temporarily — post-
pone pursuing a doctorate. 

The son of a trumpeter 
had yearned for the stage.

“The thought of a life 
not performing was not ap-
pealing to me,” he said.

So, in the early ‘90s, 
Colón began “living the life 
of a New York City musi-
cian, playing anywhere and 
everywhere I could.”

He played live with 
Johnny Pacheco and Ray 
Barretto, among others. He 
also played on some record-
ings from a variety of musi-
cal traditions.

“I was working all the 
time,” he said, recalling 
one marathon in which 
he played 10 shows in two 
nights with Barretto.

“I remember one week-
end where I played three 
Salsa dura (hard Salsa) 
concerts in L.A. on a Sat-
urday and then flew back 
to New York to play at an 
opera on Sunday.”

Hernández first asked 
him to sit in with the Span-
ish Harlem Orchestra in 
2004. He played on the 
band’s third album, “United 
We Swing” in 2007 and be-
came a full-time band mem-
ber in 2009. “This band lays 

it down,” he said. “They are 
as real as it gets.”

The significance of 
returning to play a concert 
in Flushing is not lost on 
Colón.

“Queens, in a lot of 
ways, represents the begin-
ning of my musical stud-
ies,” said the horn player. 
“Queens was the first place 
I heard the trumpet. It is 
where I started to get se-
rious about studying the 
trumpet.”

And though he will be 
playing with Hernández 
and other world-class mu-
sicians, his mind is sure to 
drift to a fellow trumpeter. 

“I never do a gig with-
out thinking about my 
dad,” he said. “He is a big 
part of my career. Just like 
this band, my old man and I 
are just trying to preserve a 
musical tradition we love.”

IF YOU GO

Spanish Harlem 
Orchestra 

Queens Theatre
Flushing Meadows Corona Park

14 United Nations Ave. S, 
Flushing

Sunday, Dec. 4, 2 p.m. 
and 6 p.m.

Tickets are $39
(718) 760-0064

www.queenstheatre.org

Continued from Page 29

The Spanish Harlem Orchestra performing in St. Petersburg. Photo courtesy of Spanish Harlem Orchestra

The Spanish Harlem Orchestra leaps be-
fore the Unisphere in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

Photo courtesy of Spanish Harlem Orchestra

The best days 
of your life with

 Family and Friends
Traditional or contemporary

demure or glamorous
We deliver the warmth of the Holidays 

for those important in your life.

Reserve for
Christmas Eve

New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day

or any celebration or gathering 
with the ones you love.

Happy Holidays from
our family to yours!

 230 Jericho Turnpike
Floral Park, New York

T: 516-354-8185
www.BobsNY.com

Tuesday - Thursday Dinner 4pm-10pm
Friday Dinner 4pm-11pm

Saturday Lunch Noon-3pm & Dinner 3-11�
Sunday Brunch 11am-3pm & 

Dinner 3pm to 9 pm

C
E

L
E

B
R

A
T
E

MAKE DINING SOCIAL: Join us on our 
social network for additional promotions.
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Try our

All Desserts Made From Scratch & Baked On Premises!

718-224-4626

AAAAAlAlAlll D

Open 
on Thanksgiving Day 

from 8am to 2pm

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, Garlic & Oil

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

CHICKEN

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 

 

 

2nd Annual Dick Lynch5k Turkey Trot

Sunday Dec. 4th 4PM vs. PACKERS 
4 Tix at the 15 yard line 

Just 7 rows off the field; Parking Inc. 
PURCHASE RAFFLES @ STATION REALTY

Date & Time

Registration 
Fee:

Race Course:

Thanksgiving Morning 11/24/2011 @ 9AM; 
Check-in @ 8:30AM at Memorial Field 
(Douglas Rd. and Knollwood Ave.)

$25 Adults; $30 Day of Race; Kids under 14 run FREE! 
Proceeds benefit Douglaston Village 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Additional Donations are appreciated.

Beginning at Memorial Field running through Douglas Manor 
and concluding by the Douglaston LIRR Station.

Last minutes Registry is Available Online @ www.douglastonvillagechamberofcommerce.org

WIN THE LYNCH FAMILY SEATS!!!WIN THE LYNCH FAMILY SEATS!!!GIANT 
TIX 

RAFFLE!!!

GIANT 
TIX 

RAFFLE!!!
RAFFLES 
$10 EACH 
3 for $25

St. Johns 
Ticket at MSG

Queens Theater 
Tickets

Il Sapore 
Gift Certificate

Every Runner gets 
a $10 Gift Certificate 

from Strawberry’s Sports GrillStrawberry s Sport

SPORTS GRILL

Peak Mountain Bike 
Gift Certificate

If you would like to  volunteer pls email  
reception@stationrealty.com or call 718-279-4800.

St Jn Bike

TD BANK 
PRIZES
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CONCERTS

Rudresh Mahanthappa tHE 
Indo-Pak Coalition —  Jazz 
Journalist Association’s 
2009 Alto Saxophonist of 
the Year and winner of the 
2009 Downbeat International 
Critics Poll “Rising Star-Jazz 
Artist” Rudresh Mahanthappa 
is one of the most innovative 
young musicians in jazz today, 
synthesizing jazz with the 
astutely improvised musical 
forms of South Asia. The 
Indo-Pak Coalition’s debut 
album “Apti” reached #1 on the 
JazzWeek World Music radio 
charts. 
When: Dec. 3, 8 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:  info@
fl ushingtownhall.org   

Le Theatre Motus (Canada): 
BAOBAB —  Inspired by West 
African legends, this fabulous 
tale of a persistent drought and 
an ancient baobab tree is told 
by African percussion, masked 
performers and puppets. One 
day, the baobab brings forth an 
egg and from this egg is born 
a little boy, who is cared for by 
the entire village. But who is 
he? Can he help the water fl ow 
once again? Join our tiny friend 
on an adventurous journey full 
of surprises and life lessons. 
When: Dec. 4, 1 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:  info@
fl ushingtownhall.org  

Spanish Harlem Orchestra 
—  The Grammy Award-winning 
Latin jazz combo performs 

a special holiday-themed 
program.
When: Dec. 4, 2 pm and 6 pm
Cost: $39
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Website: htttp://www.
queenstheatre.org

Bucky Pizzarelli Guitar Trio 
—  Known as “the master of 
the 7-string guitar”, Bucky 
Pizzarelli’s career spans over 
60 years from the Vaughn 
Monroe Orchestra to the 
Johnny Carson Tonight Show, 
hundreds of concerts including 
White House performances 
with Benny Goodman and Frank 
Sinatra, and tours with Benny 
Carter and Charlie Byrd.
When: Dec. 16, 8 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:  info@
fl ushingtownhall.org  

BY ARLENE MCKANIC

The reviewer must 
warn the theatergoer that 
Parkside Players’ new pro-
duction of “See How They 
Run” makes no sense what-
soever. This is a good thing, 
because this work by Philip 
King is a complete, unapol-
ogetic farce. Even the name 

of the town where it takes 
place, Merton-Cum-Middle-
wick, is weird even for an 
English placename.

The play opens with 
Miss Skillon coming to 
the vicarage to complain 
that someone has usurped 
her role of decorating the 
church altar for the har-
vest festival — or some-

thing — and she suspects 
it’s Vicar Toop’s vulgar 
American wife, Penelope. 
After some badinage be-
tween Miss Skillon and the 
vicar’s maid, Ida, Reverend 
Toop comes in to reassure 
his guest, and eventually 
so does Penelope. The re-
viewer can’t be entirely 
sure how this leads to Miss 

Skillon ending up in the 
closet, the vicar ending up 
in his underwear after be-
ing assaulted by a Commu-
nist, and Penelope’s soldier 
friend losing his uniform 
and ending up dressed as 
the vicar and being mis-
taken for him by the vicar’s 
wife’s uncle. Then, a couple 
of other chaps wander into 
the vicarage for some rea-
son. Oh, right, one of them 
is a sergeant looking for the 
Communist.

Since the plot is ridic-
ulous, it’s best to concen-
trate on the performances. 
One standout is Natalie Y. 
Jones’s Ida, who’s the only 
character to hold on to her 
sanity throughout the long 
afternoon and evening 
when the play takes place. 
Earthy and canny in the 
way working class Brits 
are often portrayed, and 
half-way intelligent, which 
you can’t say for all of the 
characters, Ida is the play’s 
anchor. If we were caught 
in that kind of madness, we 
would act like her. Jones 
also has a cockney accent 
so spot on that the reviewer 
wondered if she was British 
herself. But no, Jones is not 
only from Fort Wayne, Ind., 
but “See How They Run” is 

her New York debut. May 
we see and hear much, 
much more of her.

Lori Ann Santopetro 
is excellent as that other 
British staple, the uptight 
spinster. Tweedy and fuss-
ing about in her pawky 
little hat and brogues, San-
topetro’s Miss Skillon is 
a riot. Though Miss Skil-
lon spends much time in a 
closet and gets punched out 
at least twice, Santopetro 
plays her as too delightfully 
annoying for anyone to feel 
sorry for her.

Jubilee Figueroa also 
has a ball as Penelope. 
Spoiled, loud, and impos-
sible, she makes quite a foil 
for Dan Bubbeo’s sensible 
vicar, Lionel Toop. Both 
Bubbeo and Figueroa make 
the marriage seem plau-
sible, which says much for 
their talent as actors. The 
action is so frenetic at one 
point that Bubbeo tripped 
and fell, and the reviewer 
had to worry if that busted 
lip he ran around with for 
the rest of the play was 
real.

Corporal Clive Win-
ton, played with the right 
amount of American en-
ergy by Peter Sullivan, is 
Penelope’s former acting 

partner and old flame. W. 
Gordon Innes is Penelope’s 
uncle, the bemused Bishop 
of Lax, and Ian McDon-
ald is the dotty Reverend 
Arthur Humphrey, who 
sort of drops in during the 
height of the insanity. Rene 
Bendana is at his comic/
menacing best as the Com-
munist and the always won-
derful Richard Weyhausen 
is Sergeant Towers, who 
finds himself in a roomful 
of vicars and has to figure 
out which one is the fugi-
tive Commie. (Does not 
Bendana’s sort-of-Russian 
accent give him away?)

The play is directed 
by Malini Singh McDon-
ald with her usual verve. 
The program doesn’t list 
who did the sets, costumes, 
lighting or the sound, but 
they’re all superb; the re-
viewer wanted Miss Skil-
lon’s beret. Given than Mc-
Donald is proficient at all 
of these crafts, she no doubt 
had a hand in them.

“See How They Run,” 
the nuttiest thing you’ll see 
all year outside of the presi-
dential campaign, will be 
at Grace Lutheran Church, 
at Union Turnpike and 71st 
Road in Forest Hills, till 
Dec. 3.

O tobe est e us

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Across
  1. Schools of thought 
  5. “Hey, over here!” 
  9. Impose ___ on (outlaw) 
13. Birthplace of seven 
       U.S. presidents 
14. Life partner? 
15. “I got it!” 
16. Oktoberfest menu in Munich 
19. “It must have been 
        something I ___!” 
20. Empty talk 
21. Eighty-sixes
22. Comedienne Tomlin 
23. A bad thing to put on 
24. Tactful refusal 
27. “Before I forget...” 
28. Bravo competitor 
31. Abraham, Martin or John 
32. 40’s Cardinal __ Slaughter 
33. Pulitizer Prize author James 
34. Oktoberfest menu in Buffalo 
37. “Light” and “dark” orders 
38. Bug juice? 
39. Dance line 
40. Alphabetic trio 
41. Brand found at Petco 
42. Flat person 
43. “That’s right ___ alley” 
44. Barn locks? 
45. Infomercial directive 
48. “What ___ say?” 
49. A word from ewe 
52. Oktoberfest menu in Boston 
55. Bench garb 
56. Grease heroine 
57. Bush or Clinton: abbr. 
58. Had a mortgage 
59. “So ___ say” 
60. Actor Connery 

Down
  1. Field of Dreams setting
  2. Closed
  3. Muck
  4. Plea at sea 

  5. Small change 
  6. High School org. 
  7. Ltrs on a Cardinal’s cap 
  8. True 
  9. Stockpile
10. Orts 
11. Feed the kitty 
12. Capone’s nemesis 
14. Kiosk item 
17. Plot thickeners 
18. Brooklyn, say, briefly 
22. Airbags?
23. Floating above 
24. “This___!” (fightin’ words) 
25. Sends
26. Big name in I.Q. tests 
27. Alpaca’s abode 
28. Deal negotiator 
29. Coalesce
30. Activist Chavez 
32. A Hatfield, to a McCoy 
33. Compensate, in a way 
35. Batman portrayer 
36. Like Yosemite, say 
41. Apple device 

42. Composer Newman 
43. Flying solo, say 
44. Barry Manilow tearjerker 
45. Bat head? 
46. Black-tongued dog 
47. Hamlet soliloquy starter 
48. Bat Masterson prop 
49. Be tedious 
50. “These ___ few of my 
        favorite things” 
51. NAACP part 
53. “Go team!” 
54. Black ___ (covert 
       missions) 

Work is the curse of
the drinking classes.

Oscar Wilde

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
MODERN  DAY  LEADERS

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERSBy Bill Deasy

TimesLedger Newspapers
Nov. 24-30, 2011

Oktoberfest Menus

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

‘See How They Run:’ Parkside’s zany Brit hit
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CUSTOMER SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL

DATE OF USE

Good thru January 31, 2012.

Redeemable for merchandise and

services only. Must be presented

at time of purchase.

Good for $10 on a one-time

purchase of $50 or more at

any location listed on the reverse.

Rules and regulations on reverse.

Village of

Sure...you can find it here.

2011 HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

$10

$10
COUPON GOOD ONLY AT TIME OF PURCHASE

COUPON GOOD ONLY AT TIME OF PURCHASE

CUSTOMER SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL

DATE OF USE

Good thru January 31, 2012.

Redeemable for merchandise and

services only. Must be presented

at time of purchase.

Good for $20 on a one-time

purchase of $100 or more at

any location listed on the reverse.

Rules and regulations on reverse.

Village of

Sure...you can find it here.

2011 HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

$20

$20

CUSTOMER SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL

DATE OF USE

Good thru January 31, 2012.

Redeemable for merchandise and

services only. Must be presented

at time of purchase.

Good for $5 on a one-time

purchase of $25 or more at

any location listed on the reverse.

Rules and regulations on reverse.

Village of

Sure...you can find it here.

2011 HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

$5

$5
COUPON GOOD ONLY AT TIME OF PURCHASE

Sponsored by the Great Neck Plaza Business Improvement District

FIND IT HERE... 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

FIND IT HERE... 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Call 516-829-1301 or
Visit ShopGreatNeck.com
For FREE Gift Certificates

Call 516-829-1301 or
Visit ShopGreatNeck.com
For FREE Gift Certificates
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Come Celebrate with

13-46  127th Street, College Point 917.563.5352

Reservations 
now being taken for 
Christmas Dinners 

& our New Years 
Eve Party

Lunch sserved  12-4pm Tue-Sat, 12-3pm sun
Dinner  served 5-10pm Tue, Wed, Thur 

5-11pm Fri & Sat, 4-10pm sun
Happy Hour 4-7pm Tue-Fri
Friday & Saturday Nights

Live Entertainment

Tuesday Night 
Dinner Special 

Wishing our Customers & 
Neighbors A Very Happy & 

Healthy Holiday Season

$19.95 Per Person
Salad

Glass of Wine
1 ¼ pound Whole Lobster, 

Mussels or Clams
Sides included

Coffee and Dessert
Must Call for Reservation

Prefixed Lunch Special 
Tuesday through Friday

 $16.95 Per Person
Salad,

Choice of Filet of Sole 
Oreganata, Chicken Francese 

or 6 oz. Filet Mignon
Sides included

Coffee and Dessert

Wednesday Night’s 
are Ladies Night

Ladies get ½ priced drinks
and $1 House Shots

Wings at the bar
Bartenders Choice for 

Martini Specials
DJ playing Music from 8-12 AM

STEAK & SEAFOOD GRILL

Gift 
Certificates 

Available
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TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
172nd Street at Northern Boulevard,

Flushing, New York

BAZAAR
“The one you were watching and waiting for!”

Sat., Dec. 3 / 5:30 -10:00 PM
Sun., Dec. 4 / 11:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Mon., Dec. 5 / 4:00- 8:00 PM is Sell Out Time!
Everything New, plus HUGE Used Book and Record Sale. White Elephants, Antiques, Jewelry and Cosmetics.  Great Gifts, 

Toys, Christmas Shop, House wares, Clothing for the entire family, and….. for your dining pleasure… a food court.

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
mpuder@cnglocal.com, or mailed to: 
M. Puder – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 

Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4527

often pretend to understand 
what people say. Even when 
my surroundings are quiet, 

it can be hard to

I WILL

BETTER

HEAR
My wife says that our 

relationship would be so much

if she didn’t have to  
repeat herself so often.

100% SERVICE 
S AT I S FAC T I O N 
G U A R A N T E E

Applicable with the purchase of an AGX5, 7, or 9. 

YEAR WARRANTY
YEARS FREE BATTERIES 
YEARS LOSS AND  
DAMAGE INSURANCE 

75-DAY 
TRIAL 

Gloria Boms, Au.D.
Audiologist

����

Visit us online at www.gbaudiology.com

E
N

CALL TODAY
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT!

516.466.4299 
107 Northern Boulevard, Suite 309

Great Neck, NY 11021

Ample parking on premises!
SCAN
HERE

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The MTA’s A line was 
not the only train heading 
through Howard Beach 
over the weekend.

On Saturday, the Met-
ropolitan Division of the 
Train Collectors Associa-
tion held its fourth-annual 
train show at the Saint 
Helen School on 157th Av-
enue, where enthusiasts 
came together to buy and 
sell model trains as well as 
paraphernalia and to try 
to breathe new life into a 
hobby some believe may be 
getting toward the end of 
its line.

Show Chairman Bob 
Amling said there are two 
kinds of model train enthu-
siasts: collectors and opera-
tors.

“A collector needs to 
have every version of a box 
car ever made, and in the 
six different shades it came 
in,” said Amling, who pre-
fers to build and operate his 
own scale models of trains 
and scenery. “An operator 
would be happy if he had 
one to look nice in his lay-
out.”

About 40 vendors filled 
the rows of tables with 
trains ranging from the 
original and much-sought-
after Lionel tin cars from 
the early 1900s to the plastic 
cars made during and after 
World War II to the Model 
Products Corp. sets built in 

the ’70s, after that company 
acquired the Lionel name.

Another popular 
brand, Mike’s Train House, 
was founded by Mike Wolf, 
who started out produc-
ing reproductions of the 
original Lionel sets for the 
Williams Electric Trains 
Co., and would eventu-
ally come full circle when 
MTH, through an out-of-
court settlement, acquired 
the rights to produce Lionel 
vintage reproductions.

Amling said that now-
adays, most model trains 
are made overseas. “We 
joke that the factory makes 
Lionel in the morning and 
MTH in the afternoon,” he 
said.

In addition to the sea-
soned enthusiasts, a few 
youngsters enjoyed going 
head-to-head on a special-
ized drag-racing track that 
had been laid out.

The owner of Ike’s 

Train Shoppe in central 
New Jersey traveled from 
the Garden State with a 
number of train sets, in-
cluding a brand new, Lio-
nel QJ to Jamaica’s 168th 
Street subway set.

“It’s all electronic; it 
even announces the stop,” 
Ike said. “What really 
makes it unique is that the 
electronic doors open and 
close.”

The four-car set had a 
price tag of $695.

Lionel last listed the 
set in its 2009 catalog, and 
the models depict the R30 
subway cars that the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority retired in 1993 
after 30-plus years of ser-
vice. The R30s, known as 
Redbirds, were originally 
dressed in kale green, and 
were repainted red in the 
late 1960s.

Tony Piwowarski (l.) has his train tested by Rem Hunnewell from 
The Train Doctor. Photo by Christina Santucci

Model train enthusiasts
meet in Howard Beach
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� Athletic Trauma
� General Orthopaedics
� Arthroscopy and Minimally

Invasive Procedures

� Joint Replacement and Reconstruction
� Sports Medicine
� Trauma and Fracture care
� Spine

� Pediatrics
� Hand and Wrist
� Foot and Ankle
� Musculoskeletal Oncology

Nicholas A. Sgaglione, MD
Thomas M. Mauri, MD

Jeff S. Silber, MD

Lewis B. Lane, MD
Peter W. Lementowski, MD

Steven E. Rokito, MD

Stanley E. Asnis, MD
Jared F. Brandoff, MD
Ariel T. Goldman, MD

Hope lives here.SM

To schedule an appointment, please call (516) 723-BONE (2663).
University Orthopaedic Associates
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group

611 Northern Boulevard, Suite 200, Great Neck, NY 11021
universityorthoassociates.com

university orthopaedic associates
the premier provider of orthopaedic

care in the region
Our expert team of sub-specialty trained orthopaedic surgeons use the most advanced technologies and techniques to
provide individualized care. Performing thousands of procedures at North Shore University Hospital and Long Island
Jewish Medical Center annually, from minimally invasive to total joint reconstruction, our specialists work as part of a
multidisciplinary team to restore the maximum level of function, mobility and quality of life.
University Orthopaedic Associates offers a full complement of orthopaedic services, including:

Our Surgeons

ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH, BAYSIDE, NY PRESENTS 
THE 69TH ANNUAL

Saturday, December 3, 2011 
9:00am-4:00pm 

Enjoy your Christmas
 shopping this year! There 
is something for everyone!
Visit the Holly Bazaar Vendors for 
the very best in a wide variety of new 
merchandise.

Stop by church 
tables featuring: 

 Sunday, December 4, 2011, 12:00pm

H

For more information, C

Join Santa 
for breakfast, 

lunch or a snack at 

Bayside’s Favorite Christmas Fair

and Greeneryy
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Memorials to

Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100

Jackson Heights civic celebrate 70 years
BY REBECCA HENELY

More than 100 people 
and elected officials past 
and present turned out at 
the Lexington School for 
the Deaf in Jackson Heights 
last Thursday to honor the 
North Queens Homeown-
ers Association for its 70th 
anniversary.

“Without you, none 
of this would be possible,” 
civic association President 
Donna Raymond told the 
visitors.

To celebrate the an-
niversary, members of the 
Jackson Heights-based 
civic both recognized influ-
ential members and looked 
back on their long history 
within the neighborhood at 
a ceremony at the school, at 
30th Avenue and 75th Street 
in Jackson Heights.

“So much history has 
come through the North 
Queens Homeowners Asso-
ciation,” said state Assem-
blyman Michael DenDekker 
(D-Jackson Heights), who 
presented the group with a 
proclamation recognizing 
the anniversary.

Begun in 1940 and for-
mally incorporated in 1941 
by resident Max Leavy, the 
group was created to con-

sider and take action on all 
issues affecting Jackson 
Heights, foster and obtain 
neighborhood information, 
act against undesirable fac-
tors and cultivate friend-
ship and goodwill among 
members, Raymond said.

When started, the 
organization consisted of 
nine families and at its 
most popular grew to 1,500 
families, Raymond said. 
The membership now cur-
rently stands at around 200 
members and about 50 to 60 
people attend its meetings 
every month.

“It was unbelievable to 
think that it started from 

nine families,” Raymond 
said.

City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) also presented 
a formal proclamation to 
the civic, saying Raymond 
has been an important re-
source to him when he was 
in office.

“It’s absolutely amaz-
ing to see the work that you 
have done here in our com-
munity,” Dromm said of the 
association.

Other visitors includ-
ed state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria), former Com-

munity Board 3 Chairman 
Walter Marx, former Coun-
cilwoman Helen Sears — 
who also said Raymond had 
been crucial when she was 
in office — and former As-
semblyman Ivan Lafayette, 
who was once a member 
and was presented with a 
younger picture of himself 
from one of the civic’s old 
newspapers.

“This group taught me 
to understand what com-
munity is,” Lafayette said.

Another recognized 
visitor was Rolf Eilhauer, 
who was chairman of the 
association’s board in the 
mid-1980s and now lives in 
Chicago. He said he came 
back to his old home for the 
ceremony and said he often 
tells stories of working with 
the association.

“Even in Chicago, your 
name is known,” Eilhauer 
said.

The association also 
took out the time to remem-
ber member Madeline Poli, 
102, who died the day of the 
ceremony.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

State Assemblyman Michael DenDekker (c.) presents North Queens 
Homeowners Association President Donna Raymond (r.) with a 
proclamation recognizing her group’s 70th anniversary while Vice 
President Mary Codner looks on. Photo by Rebecca Henely

THANKSGIVING

DINNERS

Afrikan Poetry Theatre Feast 
for the Homeless   —  Help 
serve families, bring food 
donations and enjoy a delicious 
meal.
When: Nov. 24, 10 am – 1 pm
Where: Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
176-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica

Councilman Ruben Wills 
Thanksgiving
When: Nov. 24, 11 am–1:30 pm
Where: Greater Fellowship 
Church Ministries, 106-10 Guy R. 
Brewer Blvd., Jamaica
Contact: (917) 388-1710 

Circle of Sisters and 
Brothers Family-style Dinner
When: Nov. 24, noon–3 pm
Where: Roy Wilkins Park Gym, 
177-01 Baisley Blvd., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 291-4867

Councilman Peter F. Vallone Jr. (second r.) joined the American Brotherhood of Bikers at St. Joseph’s 
Church in Astoria during their annual Thanksgiving turkey giveaway last Thursday. Vallone helped 
volunteers from the American Brotherhood and the church pass out nearly 50 turkeys, and the group 
donated over $400 to the food pantry. The American Brotherhood planned to donate turkeys at two 
more locations in Queens on Saturday and Monday. Photo courtesy Peter Vallone Jr.
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BY REBECCA HENELY

State Comptroller Tom 
DiNapoli painted a mostly 
positive portrait of Jackson 
Heights and its surround-
ing neighborhoods’ econ-
omy on a visit to the com-
munity last week, saying 
small businesses owned 
by immigrants bring in 
much money and the area 
has enormous potential 
growth.

“The economic future 
of northwestern Queens 
is a bright one,” DiNapoli 
said.

The comptroller’s “eco-
nomic snapshot” of Jackson 
Heights, Corona, Elmhurst 
and East Elmhurst was 
prompted by state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst).

Peralta joined Di-
Napoli, along with state 
Assemblyman Michael 
DenDekker (D-Jackson 
Heights) and City Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights), at the 

unveiling of the findings at 
the Jewish Center of Jack-
son Heights, at 37-06 77th 
St.

The senator said Di-
Napoli’s analysis could help 
developers understand the 
community’s needs .

“It’s very important for 
our community to have this 
kind of document to move 
forward,” Peralta said.

DiNapoli’s portrait 
goes back more than 10 
years, covering the neigh-
borhoods both before and 
after the 2009 recession. He 
said immigrants from 71 
countries live in the four 
neighborhoods, many of 
whom are small business 
owners. From 2000-09, the 
number of businesses grew 
by 18.1 percent, a percentage 
three times larger than the 
rest of the city, and most of 
these businesses employed 
less than 10 people.

“People from all over 
the world continue to come 
here to live, work and raise 

their families,” DiNapoli 
said.

The recession did have 
an effect on the neighbor-
hoods, however. While pri-
vate sector wages grew by 
6 percent each year from 
2004-08, they dropped by 1.5 
percent from 2008-10.

The average rent also 
changed from taking up 
an average of more than 
30 percent of residents’ in-
come  in 2002 to taking up 
an average of 43 percent to 
48 percent of residents’ in-
come in 2008. 

He suggested the long-

planned revitalization of 
Willets Point could bring 
opportunity much-needed 
by residents.

“Public and private 
investment is needed,” Di-
Napoli said.

DiNapoli said the area 
had remarkable draws, 

such as Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park and the 
Louis Armstrong Muse-
um, but one problem was 
school overcrowding — 19 
of the area’s 22 elementary 
schools are above capacity.

DenDekker said he 
hoped the report would 
spur development without 
hurting small businesses. 
He also suggested that lead-
ers should find ways to help 
small businesses comply 
with regulations without 
just levying fines.

“We don’t want to up-
set the balance of losing 
our small businesses,” he 
said.

Dromm said he be-
lieved the economic growth 
in the area earlier this 
century is related to the  
immigrant population. He 
said he buys everything 
he needs from small busi-
nesses run by immigrants 
within a block of where he 
lives.

State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli (second from r.) is joined by Jackson Heights-area legislators — state 
Assemblyman Michael DenDekker, state Sen. Jose Peralta and City Councilman Daniel Dromm — as he 
presents his overview of the neighborhood and surrounding area’s economy last week. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A Jackson Height-
based chamber music en-
semble’s eclectic arrange-
ments will be featured on 
St. John’s University’s Ja-
maica campus Dec. 1 show-
casing the musical genius 
of its percussionist and ar-
tistic director, Ingrid Gor-
don, and renowned harpist 
Susan Jolles, a longtime 
Forest Hills resident.

Playing modern clas-
sical music that draws on 
world, pop and folk genres, 
Percussia uses stylistically 
surprising, exquisitely 
crafted compositions that 
hold a wonderfully univer-
sal appeal. With a reper-
toire of exciting programs 
its concerts are as much 
fun to watch as they are to 
hear.

“Making percussion 
central to the chamber mu-
sic experience introduces 
an element of choreography 
and physicality not usu-

ally found on the concert 
stage,” said Gordon, who 
founded the group in 2000. 
“Audiences are drawn into 
the music by a combination 
of intriguing melodies and 
colorful sounds as musi-
cians move from drums 
and gongs to vibraphones 
and marimbas.”

The group will spot-
light a soulful, Asian-in-
spired piece by an Ameri-
can composer,  another by a 
Greek-American composer 
and three original commis-
sioned works. The concert 
begins at 6 p.m.

Gordon’s musical mas-
tery will be evident on vi-

braphone, xylophone, bon-
gos, snare drum, temple 
blocks, cymbal, triangle 
and Orff (mini) xylophone, 
as will some of New York’s 
finest percussion musi-
cians playing classical 
instruments like the viola 
and flute. Several pieces for 
concert harp will be per-

formed by Susan Jolles, a 
Forest Hills resident, who 
also plays on Broadway 
and with the Metropolitan 
Opera.

Gordon, a Jackson 
Heights resident, met Jolles 
on a recording session in 
Manhattan and was so tak-
en by her amazing playing 
and gracious personality 
that she began commission-
ing and arranging pieces 
that featured the harp just 
to have the chance to work 
with her.

“She’s an inspiration 
to me as a human being and 
an artist,” Gordon said. 
“Performing with Susan 
is one of my life’s greatest 
joys. Her reputation as one 
of America’s foremost harp-
ists is well-deserved.”

Themes touched on in 
this concert include video 
game music, children’s sto-
ries and tiny instruments 
like the Celtic harp, Orff 
xylophone and glockenspiel 
— even an arrangement of 

the “Super Mario Bros.” 
theme song.

“As a musician work-
ing in city schools, I’ve be-
come artistically inspired 
by my — mostly teenage — 
students’ passions and in-
terests. Tiny instruments 
are traditionally used to 
teach music to young kids, 
but I was struck by how 
beautiful they were in their 
own right and thought it 
would be interesting to use 
them in my own music mak-
ing,” said Gordon, whose 
musical niche ranges from 
orchestral to West African 
drumming.

“I’m also hoping that 
playing music inspired by 
youth culture in an innova-
tive, artistic way may draw 
youngsters to classical mu-
sic concerts.”

Gordon has appeared 
at Carnegie Hall and with 
the Chicago Symphony Or-
chestra.

Eclectic group with Queens roots to play SJU

Percussia — including harpist Susan Jolles (form l.), percussionist Ingrid Gordonwill, violist Lev “Ljova” 
Zhurbin and flautist Margaret Lancaster — will perform at St. John’s University in Jamaica on Dec. 1. 

Photo by Anna Rozenblat

Comrie and Ferreras tackle 
foreclosure issues at forum

BY IVAN PEREIRA

City Councilman Leroy Comrie (D-
St. Albans) and two of his fellow City Hall 
members gathered in Corona last Thurs-
day to give borough homeowners a helping 
hand in dealing with the ongoing housing 
crisis.

Comrie, who represents the city dis-
trict that leads the state in the number of 
foreclosures, joined Councilwomen Karen 
Koslowitz (D-Forest Hills) and Julissa Fer-
reras (D-Corona) at PS 19, on Roosevelt Av-
enue, and brought several housing experts 
to tackle a wide variety of issues.

The councilman said too many hom-
eowners have been left confused and help-
less with the mortgage problems, so he 
brought the help to them for free.

“This is one of the best ways where 
we can put those looking for assistance 
in touch with the people that can support 
them,” he said in a statement.

Representatives from agencies — in-
cluding the city Departments of Buildings, 
city Human Resources Administration, 

the Queens Community House, Queens 
Legal Services, the Legal Aid Society, the 
Queens Smoke Free Partnership and Hous-
ing Court Answers — were on the panel.

Over the last half decade, the number 
of foreclosures in southeast Queens has 
risen due to a large number of homes that 
were purchased with subprime mortgag-
es. Despite new laws at the city, state and 
federal level, thousands of residents have 
either lost their homes or are close to de-
faulting on their mortgages, according to 
Comrie.

The councilman added that the prob-
lem affects everyone in the area as well.

Studies show that the foreclosures 
have not only caused Queens home prices 
to fall by as much as 40 percent since the 
crisis began, but it has also led to a 2 per-
cent increase in crime for every block 
where there is a foreclosed house, accord-
ing to Comrie.

The experts talked about safety and 
foreclosure proceedings and were able to 
meet with clients one on-one to answer 
their specific questions.

Selected items
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A deadly, two-alarm 

fire in Woodside raged for 
nearly three hours early 
Friday morning, leaving 
one dead, four injured and 
neighbors turning to each 
other in search of ways to 
cope with the tragedy after 
the smoke had cleared.

Flames engulfed the 
two-story house, at 40-38 
61st St., some time around 
1 a.m., and it took 25 units 
and 106 firefighters to 
bring the inferno under 
control just before 4 a.m., 
the FDNY said.

One unidentified dead 
person was pulled from the 
building, two people were 
taken to Elmhurst Hospi-
tal, one 54-year-old man 
was taken to Cornell Medi-
cal Center in Manhattan 
and one victim, later identi-
fied as 63-year-old Rosenda 
Zaragoza, was transported 
to Jacobi Medical Center in 
the Bronx, according to the 
Fire Department.

One firefighter was 
treated for minor injuries 
and authorities were in-
vestigating the cause of the 
fire.

The buildings on ei-
ther side were vacated due 
to damage suffered, and 
neighbors said a number of 
Filipino renters lived in the 
house. In November 2010, a 
caller filed a complaint say-
ing there were 17 people 
living in the converted 
home, according to the city 
Department of Building’s 
website.

Neighbors said they 
heard a loud explosion that 
shook the foundations of 
their homes as they slept 
before the house went up in 
flames.

Soon after, the neigh-
borhood was dotted with 
fliers reading, “Join us for 
a time of silence, prayer 
and reflection for the per-
son killed, those injured 
and those that lost so much 
in the tragic fire early Fri-
day morning.”

Daniel Gilland, who 
said he and his wife moved 
into their home a few doors 
down from the fire a couple 
of weeks ago, said he invit-
ed neighbors of all faiths to 
gather and pray together in 
an attempt to begin the pro-
cess of healing their com-

munity.
“I come from the 

Christian tradition,” Gil-
land, the executive pastor 
at Grace Church on the Up-
per West Side, said to the 
two or three dozen who had 
assembled across the street 
from the building’s charred 

frame Saturday afternoon. 
“I believe God can take 
something bad and make 
good.”

During a brief ceremo-
ny, Gilland led a prayer.

“I’ll use the word ‘God’ 
— take that as you will,” he 
said, and then prayed for 

the person who was killed, 
those who were injured and 
for the community’s quick 
recovery from the destruc-
tive blaze. “Through one 
man’s death, teach us how 
to live life to its fullest.”

Len Zaragoza, the 
daughter of the injured 
woman Zaragoza, arrived 
with her husband, Jerome 
Bagay, at the burnt-out shell 
of a building that used to be 
her father’s home after the 
prayer ceremony.

She said she had only 
learned of the fire Saturday 
morning when her father 
called her from the hospi-
tal. He told her he woke up 
to find his first-floor apart-
ment filled with smoke and 
passed out, and the next 
thing he remembered was 
waking up in the hospital. 
Len said her father, who 
was not seriously injured, 
lived with a man who uses 
an oxygen tank, and she be-
lieved it exploded, causing 
the fire.

Len Zaragoza (r.), daughter of one of the people injured in the blaze, speaks with Doreen O’Leary, who 
lives in a nearby apartment building. Photo by Christina Santucci

Woodside mourns after fi re kills man, injures four
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EAP Fall 10-Week Business 
Training Course —  Develop a fully 
vetted professional business plan 
completed by the end of the course. 
Learn fi rst-hand where and how to 
conduct research for your business 
by taking a fi eld-trip to the Science, 
Industry, Business Library (SIBL) of 
New York. Learn from experts and 
specialist who include a lawyer, 
accountant, marketing expert, and 
technology consultant.
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 
pm through Dec. 15
Cost: $300
Where: Queens Borough Hall 120-
55 Queens Blvd Room G110 Kew 
Gardens, NY 11424 
Contact: Franklin Mora fmora@
queensn.org (718) 263-0546  
Website: www.queensny.org/
business/programs/eap

Powerful You! Women’s 
Network —  A new Queens chapter 
of the national organization that 
empowers and supports women 
in their business, personal and 

spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 
Douglaston Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led 
by Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 
Bell Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-
0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 
Titans) Weekly Meeting —  BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that 
allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or 

specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to 
further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact 
chapter president Martin Koos to 
arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7 am to 8:30 
am
Where: Clearview Park Golf 
Course, 202-12 Willets Point Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-
8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals 
Chapter —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only 
one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to 
join a chapter. BNI Provides 
positive, supportive and 
structured environment to 
further business through word of 
mouth marketing. Contact Lydie 
Pellissier, chapter president, to 
arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7-8:30 am

Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union 
Tnpk., Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 
276-8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and 
Long Island Networking 
Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses 
today’s challenges and helps 
form alliances.  Relationships 
are built. Facilitator is Gayle 
Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, 
coordinator, leader and organizer 
with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of 
every month
Cost: $20, includes food from 
Marcella’s Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. 
Payment benefi ts the Ronald 
McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House 
of Long Island, 267-07 76th Ave., 
New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: www.accessoffi ce.net

BY REBECCA HENELY

In creating the menu for 
her new Long Island City restau-
rant Bear, at 12-14 31st Ave., Chef 
Natasha Pogrebinsky has drawn 
from the sum of her experiences.

“You’re in New York, you’re 
influenced by so many different 
cultures,” she said.

Growing up in Cleveland, 
Ohio, in a Russian family that 
loves to cook, Pogrebinsky said 
she has food memories from when 
she was young.

After deciding to leave her 
profession as a teacher and be-
come a chef, she went to French 
culinary school. Combining those 
two influences with her experi-
ence working with Japanese and 
Italian chefs, she has created a 
style of food she refers to as “New 
European.”

“It really comes from this 
philosophy that there is a new Eu-
rope,” said Natasha Pogrebinsky’s 

brother, Alex, who is partnering 
with her in the restaurant.

Some examples of this post-
Cold War cuisine include roasted 
duck with potato and granny 
smith apples, a chicken roulade 
with carrot ginger gravy, a roast-
ed rabbit in white wine sauce and 
three shots of vodka meant to be 
drunk with cured meats, pickled 
vegetables and an egg mimosa.

“People right now want to 
try new things, and they’re ex-
cited,” Alex Pogrebinsky said. 
“But at the same time it’s not like 
something you would have every 
couple of months.”

Natasha and Alex Pogrebin-
sky, who opened Bear in Novem-
ber with the help of their parents, 
also relied on their history in 
choosing the restaurant’s name. 
When traveling from New York 
to Cleveland on Interstate 80, they 
would often stop by a wooden 
carving of a bear.

“It’s an animal that a lot of 

people like,” Alex Pogrebinsky 
said. “It’s cuddly, but it’s also 
strong and it likes fresh food.”

Bear opened in November, 
but was receiving good reviews 

even before it opened. The res-
taurant participated in Queens 
Uncorked, an event that paired 
wineries with local restaurants.

“People definitely came back 

for seconds and even thirds,” 
Natasha Pogrebinsky said.

The Pogrebinskys said they 
are happy to be in Long Island 
City and planned to open the res-
taurant either in the neighbor-
hood or in Astoria.

“It’s really beautiful,” 
Natasha Pogrebinsky said. “Just 
a block away there’s gorgeous 
views of Manhattan.”

Appetizers at Bear range 
from around $9 to $16 while en-
trees cost $19 to $29. Bear also 
serves 15 different types of wine 
and beer and has a liquor bar.

Dinner at Bear is served from 
5:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. The bar is 
open from 5 p.m. to 2 a.m. Sunday 
through Thursday and 5 p.m. to 4 
a.m. Friday and Saturday.

Reach reporter Rebecca Hene-
ly by e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4564.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISER

Alex and Natasha Pogrebinsky have opened Bear, a new Long Island City res-
taurant with “New European” fare influenced by many countries. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

East and West cuisine meet at LIC eatery
Bear offers patrons ‘New European’ cooking by combining aspects of different cultures’ foods

Birthday Fund-raiser —  For City Councilman Danny 
Dromm. RSVP.
When: December 1, 5:30 pm
Where: La Gloria Lounge, 86-11 Northern Blvd., Jackson 
Heights
Contact: (718) 457-2928
Contact: Carolyn Meenan carolyn@brycerea.com  
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*A monthly Minimum Balance Charge may apply if you have less than $500 in combined deposits as of the end of any calendar month. This fee is waived for the first 
year following the opening of an account, if you are 21 and younger or 62 and older, and under certain other circumstances. For more details, ask for a copy of the 
Credit Union’s Schedule of Dividends, Service Charges and Fees or visit our website at www.nymcu.org. Membership eligibility requirements must be met.

Federally insured by NCUA. 
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with $2,000 in combined deposits

�

�

No checking  
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once ran for state Assembly 
and is well-known in Flush-
ing political circles. “It’s re-
ally shocking.”

Chen said Liu has so 
much support that she be-
lieved it was unlikely that 
he was involved in cam-
paign illegalities.

Peter Tu, head of the 
Flushing Chinese Busi-
nesses Association, has 
known Liu for decades and 
said that he will reserve 
judgment until the investi-
gation is complete. 

“I still think he is the 
best person to be mayor of 
New York,” Tu said. “But 
if he is not innocent, then 
I cannot support him. The 
law is the law.”

Tu added that if Liu 
comes away from the inves-
tigation unscathed, all the 
publicity could give him a 
boost for the 2013 mayoral 
elections.

Tu, a Taiwanese na-

tive and an established 
Flushing businessman, 
said men like Pan who at-
tempt to funnel illegal mon-
ey to political campaigns 
are hardly uncommon, but 
he could not speculate on 
whether Liu was aware of 
the wrongdoing.

“I don’t know what is 
true and what is not true,” 
he said.

But members of rival 
political circles claimed 
they had known about 
straw donors like Pan since 
2009, and pointed to the 
investigation, the poster 
violations and The New 
York Times news report as 
indicative of a conscious 
flaunting of the law.

A person familiar with 
Liu and with a knowledge 
of campaign finance said 
it was unlikely Pan’s sus-
pected antics could pass 
unnoticed by someone on 
his staff.

“There’s no way some-
body didn’t know it was 
sketchy,” the source said.

The criminal com-

plaint charged Pan with 
attempted wire fraud and 
conspiracy to commit wire 
fraud. The comptroller was 
not mentioned by name in 
the report, although he has 
made it clear publicly that 
he is cooperating  with the 
investigation.

An undercover FBI 
agent posing as a business-
man filled out a $16,000 
campaign contribution 
card to Liu’s account that 
was received by Pan, ac-
cording to the complaint.

The maximum con-
tribution under campaign 
finance law is $4,950, and 
Pan allegedly sought out 20 
“straw donors,” or individ-
uals who were to make the 
contributions on the FBI 
agent’s behalf and be re-
imbursed for the contribu-
tions, and had the straw do-
nors make $800 donations 
each, the complaint said.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

ple who love freedom and 
believe in the greatness 

of America” are welcome 
at its meetings, which are 
held on the third Tuesday 
of each month at the Forest 
Hills Jewish Center, at 106-
86 Queens Blvd.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

coalition, describing lawmakers like state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Whitestone) and 
Avella, the latter of whom described his 
district as one of the worst gerrymandered 
districts in the state.

An organization called the Asian 
American Legal Defense and Education 
Fund drew up a map of its own called the 
Unity Map, which looks drastically differ-
ent from the current configuration in the 
borough.

Many neighborhoods with large im-
migrant populations are broken into sev-

eral legislative districts. For example, the 
predominately South Asian neighborhood 
of Richmond Hill is broken up into six As-
sembly districts and two Senate districts , 
which members of the fund said prevents 
the community from having a real voice in 
elections.

Speakers at the event said they did 
not simply want to elect a minority candi-
date into office, but wanted to make sure 
communities with common interests like 
economic status, culture and language are 
grouped together.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by e-mail at 
januta@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4566.

lived with her enormous 
black cat Timothy, better 
known as Timmy, Forrest-
al said.

After her formative 
education, she attended a 
Jesuit college, he added.

Much of her free time 
was spent on the many 
committees and boards she 

was a part of, but she also 
worked in public service as 
her day job.

Dolan was the director 
of Queens Connection at 
the Kew Gardens Commu-
nity Center, and organized 
transportation for senior 
centers and advocated for 
better public transporta-
tion for everyone in the bor-
ough, according to Naomi 
Altman, associate execu-
tive director of the center.

Dolan did not drive and 

took public transportation 
to every one of the count-
less meetings she attended 
all around the borough.

Altman said Dolan 
was an avid art fan and en-
vironmental advocate.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Gianaris (D-Astoria) also 
said his district has dis-
proportionately borne the 
brunt of providing the city 
with energy.

Just in Astoria, there 
are six power plants, he 
said.

Many of them are ag-
ing fossil fuel plants that 
belch pollution into the air 
and threaten the health of 
his constituents.

But Gianaris wel-
comed construction at one 

plant in the area.
NRG is a company that 

specializes in repowering 
outdated power plants and 
bought an aging facility 
from Con Edison, which it 
will convert to a plant that 
uses natural gas to gener-
ate electricity.

“We view it all as an 
upside,” Gianaris said, 
citing the fact that the re-
powering will increase the 
amount of electricity flow-
ing to the city, while reduc-
ing emissions.

The discussion was 
called “A Cleaner, Greener, 
More Sustainable Queens,” 
but little of the talk, which 
focused on nuclear energy 

and conservation, was 
about sustainable energy 
sources.

Giuliani dismissed 
wind and solar power as a 
good cause, but still too ex-
pensive to provide a signifi-
cant portion of the city’s 
energy needs.

One man stood up and 
told the former mayor that 
solar panels on the roofs of 
Queens houses could pro-
vide 50 percent of the bor-
ough’s heating needs.

“I don’t know what 
you’re smoking,” Giuliani 
told the man. “But you’re 
smoking something, baby.”

Elmhurst. Protesters also 
convened at the Roosevelt 
Avenue subway stop in 
Jackson Heights.

At the Jamaica and 
Elmhurst locations, they 
performed “mic check” 
speeches, where one person 
would air out grievances 
with the rest of the group 
repeating his or her state-
ment.

“We’re trying to send 
a message,” said York Col-
lege freshman Janai Las-
siter, 18, who protested the 
CUNY tuition hikes.

Mostly Spanish-speak-
ing protesters congregated 
at Make the Road before 
heading to downtown Man-
hattan via the No. 7 train.

Daniel Puerto, an orga-
nizer with Make the Road, 
said the group was not sure 
if it wanted to participate at 
first, but many of its mem-
bers began talking about 
it, and so the group decided 
to join in the citywide pro-
test.

“It would be a great 
way to introduce our orga-
nization to the movement,” 
Puerto said.

He pointed out that the 
group had common goals 
with Occupy Wall Street, 
such as immigrant access to 
higher education, a higher 
minimum wage, passage of 
President Barack Obama’s 
jobs plan and reinstating 
the millionaire’s tax.

Make the Road gave 
protesters, who ranged in 
age from 17 to 77, a blue 
“Make the Road New York” 
sticker, two MetroCards, 
a poncho, hot empanadas 
of many flavors and a bag 
with a bottle of water and 
snacks.

Protest members at all 
sites gave out fliers explain-
ing in English and Spanish 
that the protest is peaceful 
and that confrontations 
with the NYPD were to 
be avoided. The leader at 
the Jamaica rally told his 
group to be courteous to 
others as they traveled to 
Manhattan.

“We will not break 
any laws. We will not go 

through doors. We will not 
panhandle,” he said.

The Elmhurst group 
chanted, “Si se puede!” a 
Spanish rallying call that 
translates to ,“Yes, we 
can.”

“I find it very excit-
ing,” said Monica Jerez, 17, 
who said she was protest-
ing for university access.

Officers from the 110th 
Precinct were posted out-
side Make the Road’s office, 
while members of Patrol 
Borough Queens South and 
the 103rd Precinct were on 
hand at Archer Avenue to 
make sure nothing got out 
of hand.

There were no fights or 
arrests during the events.

Luis Martinez, 75, said 
through a Spanish-to-Eng-
lish translator in Elmhurst 
that Occupy Wall Street 
was not just a youth move-
ment and that the protest 
could have benefits for old-
er people who want to pro-
tect their Social Security, 
Medicare  and health care.

“It’s important for ev-
erybody,” he said.
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BY MARC RAIMONDI

Isaiah Lewis shot a 
glance at Jordan Fuchs 
in the locker room of the 
Times Union Center in Al-
bany. Christ the King had 
just lost to Mount Vernon 
in overtime of the New 
York State Federation Class 
AA basketball champion-
ship game and tears were 
streaming down the faces 
of their senior teammates.

“Me and 
Jordan Fuchs 
just looked 
at each other 
with the eye, 
like we don’t 
want this feel-
ing next year,” 
Lewis said. 
“ O b v i o u s ly, 
we’re gonna 
r e m e m b e r 
that.”

Lewis, Fuchs and Jon-
athan Severe — all sopho-
mores at the time — were 
powerless watching the 
second half and overtime of 
that game from the bench. 
Coach Joe Arbitello said 
he wanted to go with the 

seniors who led Christ the 
King to that point.

Now, though, he said 
it’ll be those three who will 
be integral in leading the 
Royals to a third straight 
CHSAA Class AA intersec-
tional boys’ basketball title 
and a second Federation 
crown in three years.

“They’re gonna be the 
reason that we win or lose,” 
Arbitello said.

That designation does 
not fall on 
UConn-bound 
Omar Calhoun, 
for all intents 
and purposes 
the best player 
in New York 
City. And the 
6-foot-4 guard 
is well aware of 
that.

“ O n e 
man,” he said, “can’t win 
it all.”

He should have plenty 
of support after an offsea-
son in which all three of 
his younger running mates 
made names for themselves 
on the AAU circuit. Lewis, 

SJU struggles at Garden
Close, heartbreaking loss Friday caps 0-2 tourney performance

CK loss put juniors
on notice this year

Christ the King’s head coach, Joseph Arbitello, talks to his team 
during a timeout in the game against Rice in the Bronx. 

Photo by Denis Gostev

BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

One of the big ques-
tions that has been swirl-
ing around the St. John’s 
men’s basketball team is 
how a young, inexperi-
enced group would match 
up against some of the top 
teams in the country.

Well, they did just 
fine.

Although they lost 81-
72 in their 2011 debut at the 
Madison Square Garden, 
they played right with 15/16 
Arizona on Thursday night 
in the semifinal of the 2K 
Sports Classic benefiting 
Coaches vs. Cancer.

That was followed up 
by a disappointing 58-57 
loss on Friday to 18/19 Tex-
as A&M in the consolation 
game that went down to the 
final seconds and featured 
a fatal foul-shooting flaw 
that has nagged St. John’s 
all year.

Malik Stith, the lone 
scholarship player return-
ing from last year’s team, 
talked about the confidence 
that his team has going into 
every game on Wednesday 
prior to the tournament.

He was right, confi-
dence wasn’t the problem, 
but inexperience and a 
lack of depth certainly was. 
Head Coach Steve Lavin ad-
dressed some of those defi-
ciencies after Thursday’s 
game.

“The disappointment 
was the turnovers and 
some shot selection that we 
need to clean up in certain 
critical stretches, and then 
defensive discipline,” said 
Lavin.

A key point in the 
contest against Arizona 

was sophomore transfer 
Nurideen Lindsey’s fifth 
and final foul late in the 
second half, which took 
the Storm’s leading scorer 
on the day out of the game. 
Lavin’s team usually plays 
with just a seven-man rota-
tion, leaving them one man 
short in a matchup that 
Lavin compared to a Big 
East Conference game.

Afterwards Lindsey 
was asked how playing with 
a depleted bench effects his 
mentality on the court.

“Still staying aggres-
sive of course, pressuring 
the ball, just staying solid 
defensively, but just being a 

little smarter in situations 
like that,” said Lindsey.

On Friday, there was 
one stat that could directly 
be attributed to St. John’s 
one-point loss: they shot 22-
38 from the free-throw line, 
which included two missed 

free throws by Lindsey 
with two seconds left in the 
game that could have either 
tied the score or put the 
Storm in the lead.

Lavin, however, re-
fused to point fingers. He 
knows that for his team to 
win many of the mistakes 
have to be corrected and 
he’s confident that they 
can do so. Freshman Phil 
Greene echoed his coach’s 
sentiments after the game. 
He spoke about his reaction 
to Lindsey’s missed foul 
shots.

“We have a lot of con-
fidence in Nuri [Nurideen] 

St. John’s guard Nurideen Lindsey drives to the hoop during the second half against Arizona at 
Madison Square Garden last week. AP Photo/Frank Franklin II

Continued on Page 52Continued on Page 52

We have a lot 
of confi dence in 

Nuri…
Phil Greene

St. John’s freshman guard

CK ATHLETIC 
DIRECTORS ASK 

FOOTBALL COACH 
TO QUIT
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50 Lawrence, talented frontcourt leading Cardozo
BY ZACH BRAZILLER

From Royal Ivey to 
Rafer Alston and Daryll 
Hill, Cardozo has always 
been known for its guards. 
At this time of year, Ron 
Naclerio is usually scram-
bling for big-bodied for-
wards.

But with the basket-
ball season just a few weeks 
way, it is the exact opposite. 
Cardozo is loaded up front 
— led by top prospect Jer-
maine Lawrence — while 
the backcourt is full of 
question marks.

“This is the first time 
in a long, long time I don’t 
have one guard I can say is 
the guard,” Naclerio said.

Last year’s mainstays, 
Shelton Mickell and Chris 
Gayot, are in college, and 
Naclerio didn’t use any 
guards off the bench; he 
went big instead.

There is potential 
in the group, whether it 
will be transfers Omar 
Williams (Holy Cross) or 
Kendall Brown (LaSalle), 

touted incoming freshman 
Elijah McNeely or inexpe-
rienced seniors Rasheed 
Robinson, Edwin Sainvil or 
Joshua Lee. Naclerio hopes 
the backcourt can emu-
late the group of two years 
ago, when he just needed 
production from a few of a 
large batch.

“I need a couple of the 
guards to raise their abil-
ity,” the coach said. “They 
will definitely have a piece 
of us being very successful 
or mediocre.”

Sainvil, a 5-foot-11 
senior, has shown a nice 
shooting touch from deep, 
Robinson is tough and can 
get to the rim and Williams 
may be the best of all, a 
speedy slashing type. Na-
clerio originally planned 
to have McNeely play ju-
nior varsity, but he may be 
the best point guard in the 
school.

The frontcourt, mean-
while, could be one of the 
city’s best. Ryan Yearwood, 
a versatile 6-foot-7 forward, 
transferred in from St. 

John’s Prep, can handle the 
ball and score inside and 
out. He’ll likely start along-
side Lawrence and senior 
Tajay Henry. Sven Hunt 
and Danny Janel will also 
see minutes off the bench.

The key, obviously, is 
the 6-foot-9 Lawrence. Now 
a junior, he is Cardozo’s 
focal point, a supremely 
skilled power forward who 
holds more than a dozen 
high-major Division I schol-
arship offers from such 
schools as St. John’s, Syra-
cuse, Florida and Kansas 
State, among others.

“Last year he had 
ups and downs; he showed 
flashes of brilliance and 
flashes of being a talented 
sophomore,” Naclerio said. 
“This year he’ll have flash-
es of being the best player 
in the city by far and have 
flashes of being in the mix 
of the best players. By next 
year, he’ll be a flat-out kill-
er.”

He added: “In baseball, 

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Mary Louis’ girls’ basketball 
squad is the team so many are 
talking about heading into the 
season. With the two best fresh-
men in New York City and excep-
tional returning players, led by 
George Mason-bound slasher Rea-
na Mohamed, the Hilltoppers are 
everyone’s chic pick to finish at 
or near the top of loaded CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Division I.

Joe Lewinger hasn’t bought 
into the hype.

“People talked about the Jets 
and look where they are,” the 
coach said with a laugh.

While expectations might be 
high, and rightfully so, it’s Lew-
inger’s job to rein his players in, 
to not let them get too big for their 
britches before the first ball has 
been tipped in the 2011-12 season.

“I don’t think people should 
say we’re gonna win,” Mohamed 
said. “We don’t know what could 
happen. We need to keep working 
on what we’re doing, perfect what 
we’re good at and work on the 

things that we’re weak at so we 
can actually win.”

It’s easy to see why Mary 
Louis is getting attention, though. 
Despite the loss of New York Post 
All-City first team talent Karin 
Robinson, the Hilltoppers bring 
back Mohamed and junior Jas-
mine Nwajei, who is also getting 
Division I looks, in the backcourt, 
along with shooters Kristen Pod-
lovits and Olivia Ilardi. In the 
frontcourt, a slimmed down, 
5-foot-10 Elisabeth Gully will pa-
trol the middle with improving 
Kate Goldman.

Then there are the addi-
tions. Freshman point guard Mei 
Lyn Bautista and freshman wing 
Jordan Agustus are likely to be 
ranked nationally in the class of 
2015. Junior guard Emily Arias, 
up from the JV, will see minutes 
and freshman guard McKayla 
Hernandez should also contrib-
ute.

“They’re exceptional basket-
ball players,” Lewinger said of 
the top freshmen. “I think they’re 
fitting in right away.”

Last year, Mary Louis beat 
Christ the King for the first time 
ever in the CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens semifinals and made a 
third straight diocesan title game, 
the longest current streak. The 
Hilltoppers program has steadily 
grown under Lewinger, who re-
turns this year after a leave of ab-
sence to be with his family.

Lewinger, also the school’s 
athletic director, stepped away 
last year and in the early part of 
the 2008-09 season with his young 
twins, Madison and Jack, bat-
tling cancer, leaving the team in 
the able hands of assistants Kevin 
White and JoAnn Arbitello. Both 
children are now cancer-free.

Lewinger, who hopes to be 

back for good, is not ready to say 
his team is approaching the next 
step in its development. His goal 
is simply to be playing fundamen-
tal basketball and he feels the 
players’ natural athleticism will 
shine through.

“I think if we do worry what 
the next step is, we’ll miss the step 
that we’re on right now,” Lew-
inger said. “I told them, ‘I think 
we’re very good. With that aside, 
we’re gonna play basketball the 
right way and the rest will take 
care of itself.’”

Along with its loaded league 
schedule featuring Nazareth, 
Christ the King, Bishop Ford and 
the like, Mary Louis plays tough 
non-leagues against Murry Berg-
traum, Long Island Lutheran and 
Moore Catholic, along with going 
to a strong event in Georgia.

Though expectations are 
tempered for now, there’s no 
doubting the goal.

“Now it’s time to be champi-
ons,” Nwajei said. “We want to be 
that team. That team that every-
body wants to be like.”

Cardozo’s Rasheed Robinson, Jermaine Lawrence, Ryan Yearwood and Edwin Sainvil have high hopes 
this year. Photo by Lauren Marsh

Modest Mary Louis returns with strong starting fi eld

Mary Louis will welcome a talented freshman class to join the Hilltoppers’ strong 
returning players. Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 52
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Jonathon Ramon was 
in search of the best op-
portunity — on and off the 
baseball diamond — but 
he also wanted to get away 
from the moment the col-
lege process began.

The University of 
Evansville offered all of the 
above. After an official visit 
to the Missouri Valley Con-
ference school, the Arch-
bishop Molloy infielder/
righthander verbally com-
mitted, picking the Purple 
Aces over St. John’s, Lou-
isville, UConn and Texas 
A & M.

“The moment I landed 
in Evansville, I saw the real 
Midwest — I saw farmland 
and I knew it was going to 
be very different from city 
life,” he said. “Once I saw 
the school, I felt comfortable 
and saw myself succeeding 

and excelling there.”
Evansville Coach Wes 

Carroll told Ramon he ex-
pects him to make an im-
mediate impact. The oppor-
tunity will be there for him 
to start as a freshman.

“That motivated me,” 
he said.

The Purple Aces, who 
won 32 games in 2010 and 
28 last year, began recruit-
ing Ramon this spring and 
kept tabs on him while oth-
ers were inconsistent.

“They really showed 
they wanted me,” Ramon 
said.

St. John’s offered a 
solid package, said Johnny 
Hernandez, Ramon’s sum-
mer coach with Youth Ser-
vice, but wanted to move 
Ramon behind the plate. 

Evansville liked him at 
third base, the position 
he moved to this summer. 
Evansville got involved 
when Hernandez got in con-
tact with Carroll through a 
friend.

A Jackson Heights na-
tive, Ramon feels living the 
next four years in Indiana 
will be good for him. It will 
force him to mature and 
grow up being away from 
home.

“Ever since I started 
talking to schools and get-
ting contacts, I always 
wanted to go away,” Ramon 
said. “That was my mind-
set. At the end of the day, 

I’m happy with my deci-
sion, going away and expe-
riencing college life.”

Hernandez believes 
Evansville is a good fit for 
Ramon. A former pro ball-
player himself, he always 
encourages his players to 
go away for college, to expe-
rience a high level of com-
petition to see how they 
measure up.

“If they want to get to 
that next level, they have 
to try to get out of here,” he 
said.

Hernandez said Ra-
mon’s defense at the hot 
corner still needs work — 
he was a first baseman un-

til just recently — but said 
he can “hit in any Division 
I lineup in the country” 
and has shown promise at 
the position.

“He’s such a good ath-
lete, I think the transition 
will be pretty easy for him,” 
the coach said.

Ramon is excited 
about the opportunity. He’s 
always wanted to play Divi-
sion I baseball and now has 
the chance to do so, in the 
situation he sought.

“It feels great, such a 
relief,” he said. “Now I can 
just focus on school, play 
baseball, have fun and look 
forward to next year.”

Archbishop Molloy’s Jonathan Ramon has verbally committed to the University of Evansville (Ind.) 
Photo by Denis Gostev

CK football coach, 
staff asked to quit
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Christ the King var-
sity football Coach Chris 
Higgins and his entire staff 
were asked to resign by the 
school’s board of directors 
last week, sources told the 
New York Post.

The third-year head 
man confirmed he was told 
of this request in a meeting 
Nov. 16 with school athletic 
directors Bob Mackey and 
Joe Arbitello.

“I don’t want to step 
down,” Higgins said. “If 
they are asking for a resig-
nation letter, I am not going 
to give them one. If they are 
going to fire me, that’s fine. 
I am not resigning.”

Higgins said he saw the 
possibility of this coming 
after the Royals finished 
their second 1-8 season in 
his tenure.

Last season, however, 
was a banner year for the 
program, led by quarter-
back Terrel Hunt, now at 
Syracuse. CK had one of its 
most successful seasons in 
recent years, finishing 5-4 
after starting its CHSFL 
‘AA-A’ campaign 5-0. Hig-
gins believes you need to 
throw out his first season 
since he was only named 
Kevin Kelly’s successor in 
July of that year. He noted 
the school’s freshman team 
went 6-2 this year, one of its 
best seasons at that level in 
recent years.

“I thought the pro-
gram was moving in the 
right direction,” Higgins 
said. “Obviously it was not 
fast enough or not good 
enough for the school. 
[Building from the lower 
levels] was the plan I put in 
place. There was nothing 
you could do with the upper 
classmen. You work with 
what you’ve got. It should 
be based on what you bring 
in the building.”

Sources told the New 
York Post the decision was 
not made based on wins 
and losses. The school was 

concerned more with op-
erational and behind-the-
scenes failures and the 
school is still 100 percent 
committed to football and 
not by any means dropping 
the program.

“I felt me and my staff 
did what we could,” Hig-
gins, who also spent five 
years as an assistant var-
sity football coach at CK, 
said. “We tried our hardest. 
We showed up every day. It 
just felt like from the get-go 
people had an expectation 
of this team of winning and 
we didn’t win right away 
and they already wanted 
my head.”

This year’s squad was 
a talented, but inexperi-
enced one, featuring tight 
end Kalief Joyner, who was 
getting a bevy of Division 
I interest, 6-foot-6 wide re-
ceiver Jordan Fuchs, two-
way senior lineman Justin 
Reid and star junior James 
Coleman. The team’s per-
formance improved when 
Coleman was moved from 
running back to replace 
Matt Gluick under center.

Higgins pointed to a 
37-34 loss to St. John the 
Baptist and a 20-18 defeat 
against second-place Car-
dinal Hayes as games that 
could have turned the sea-
son around and signs they 
weren’t as far away as peo-
ple thought. Their lone win 
came against 1-8 Cardinal 
Spellman.

“There are a few 
games we lost by very little 
margin,” he said. “We turn 
around Baptist, we turn 
around Hayes that’s three 
wins right there. Are we 
having this conversation 
now? Probably not.”

If he and Christ the 
King eventually split ways, 
Higgins believes he will get 
a coaching job elsewhere 
in the CHSFL and noted he 
has enjoyed his time at the 
school. He just doesn’t plan 
on being the one ending his 
tenure there.

Molloy fi elder heads west
Jonathon Ramon gets his wish, escapes city life for Indiana

If they want to 
get to that next 
level, they have 

to get out of 
here.

Johnny Hernandez
Ramon’s summer coach
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SJU

they call guys five-tool play-
ers. He can be a five-tool 
basketball player. He’s just 
got to put it all together.”

Lawrence’s role is 
vastly different from last 
year, when he was merely a 
piece to the puzzle. Now, as 
the lone returning starter, 
with all the big-time colleg-
es after him, he will need to 
emerge as a leader.

“I’m going to step up 

to the plate and take the 
leadership role, do my best 
to lead us to the champion-
ship,” Lawrence said. “Last 
year I had Shelton, Chris, 
all of them, I could depend 
on them to get me the ball. 
This year I got to really go 
after the ball myself.”

Naclerio isn’t sure 
what to expect from this 
team because of all the new 
pieces. He’s confident Law-
rence and Yearwood are 
premier forwards in the 
PSAL. He’s hopeful a few of 
his guards can become con-

sistent contributors. But 
unlike the last two teams, 
which both reached the 
PSAL Class AA semifinals, 
he doesn’t know this group 
well.

“I always hope the sky 
is the limit,” Naclerio said. 
“Sometimes when you have 
the best team, which I had 
two years ago, you don’t al-
ways win it. I think we can 
be in the mix to win it. I’m 
hoping we can mirror last 
year’s team. We weren’t 
very good early and we kept 
getting better.”

because he’s been carrying 
us this whole time,” said 
Green. “He will be ready 
next time.”

Although St. John’s 
didn’t come away with a 

win in the tournament, 
the 2K2 Sports Classic ben-
efiting Coaches vs. Cancer 
was a success nonetheless. 
Since 1996, the event has 
raised almost $5 million. 
Lavin alone has helped 
raise more than $1 million 
for the event since March 
of 2010.

Lavin had surgery to 

treat prostate cancer on 
Oct. 6 and took leave of the 
team until Nov. 8. His doc-
tors have talked to him 
about being mindful mov-
ing forward, but he doesn’t 
plan on missing any games 
this season.

a 6-foot-3 combo guard who 
will be a key decision mak-
er, has a multitude of high 
Division I suitors, includ-
ing Kansas and Memphis. 
Fuchs, a 6-foot-6 athlete who 
can jump out of the gym 
and knock down long jump-
ers, has looks from Florida, 
Ohio State, Kansas, Boston 
College and Rutgers, and 
the 6-foot-2 Severe, coming 
off wrist surgery, also has 
BCS-level potential.

“I think we’re gonna 
be better than last year’s 
team,” Severe said. “We 
all can score — me, Omar, 
Isaiah and Jordan can all 

score.”
Christ the King won’t 

have a ton of size, though 
6-foot-10 sophomore Adonis 
De La Rosa and 6-foot-6 se-
nior Marthely Senat will 
share time in the post. 
Malik Harmon, a sturdy 
pass-first point guard, and 
Thomas Holley, a 6-foot-5 
forward, will get signifi-
cant minutes off the bench 
as well. Lewis says the big-
gest thing he’s focusing on 
is defense.

“I’m not worried about 
the offense,” he said. “I’m 
really just worried about 
defending.”

Defending the Royals 
will be a difficult proposi-
tion. Calhoun can score 
in every way imaginable 

and he’s not bashful about 
dishing the ball off to one 
of his able teammates. All 
that matters to him — and 
he’ll tell you repeatedly 
— is winning. And Arbi-
tello admitted that it’s not 
just about taking the city 
title back to Middle Village 
anymore. Not winning the 
Federation title last year, 
the coach said, was a disap-
pointment.

“My goal is to win 
Brooklyn/Queens, city 
and state,” Calhoun said. 
“I always want the trilogy. 
I think about it like that. 
Three steps to success.”

From the TimesLedger staff

Happy Thanksgiving to all our Patrons
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Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 

www.NYParenting.com Assemblyman Edward C. Braunstein 
26th Assembly District

Wishing you and your family a safe and Happy Thanksgiving.

District Office
213-33 39th Avenue, Suite 238

Bayside, NY 11361
718-357-3588

Committees: Aging, Insurance, Judiciary, Small Business & Transportation

Proudly representing Auburndale, Bay Terrace, Bayside, Douglaston, Floral Park, 
Flushing, Little Neck, New Hyde Park, North Shore Towers and Whitestone
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QUALITY PRE-OWNED CAN COST LESS!

ALTIMA2010
NISSAN

$$1414,995995$14,995
*

4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alarm. Stk#780070. 49K Miles!

*Tax, tags, doc & MV fees additional. Prices include all Factory rebates & incentives. ^1.99% APR financing with credit approval on select CPO vehicles; see dealer for details. Photo for illustration purposes only.
See dealer for complete details. Subject to credit approval. Ad offers cannot be combined. Not responsible for errors or omissions. All ad Offers expire 72 hours after publication.NYSDMV7068638. NYSDCA0888893

Koeppel Always Delivers Top QualityPre-Owned Vehicles...

ALL vehicles come with 5-DAY EXCHANGE POLICY.ALL vehicles come with 6 MONTH/6,000 MILE WARRANTY.ALL vehicles come with OWNER MANUALS & 2 SETS OF KEYS.ALL vehicles come with CARFAX REPORT.

KOEPPEL HAS AN

A+RATING!

GUARANTEED
CREDIT CENTER!

DRIVE YOUR BAD
CREDIT AWAY!
BANKRUPTCIES AND

FORECLOSURES WELCOME!

YYOOUU’’RREE  AAPPPPRROOVVEEDD!!

If you make $1500 per month
Have a valid state I.D.
Can prove income & residence…CALL OUR TOLL-FREE 

CREDIT HOTLINE 1-888-876-8364
1

2

3

PRE-OWNEDPRE-OWNEDADVANTAGEADVANTAGEADVANTAGE
PRE-OWNED

75-10 NORTHERN BLVD.,
QUEENS, NEW YORK

877-247-1979
KoeppelAutos.com

Visit Our Truck Lot 

77-15 Northern Blvd.
Queens, New York

2010 KIA SOUL
2.0L Engine, Automatic, 5 Door Wagon, CD Player, P/W, P/L. Stk#780153. 17K Miles!

$14,895*

2010 NISSAN 370Z TOURING
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Alloys, Spoiler, Leather. Stk#UN2366. 4K Miles!

$29,995*

2011 NISSAN ARMADA SV 4X4
Green, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780257. 18K Miles!

$32,995*

2011 NISSAN MAXIMA
Leather, Sunroof, P/W, P/L, Auto., CD Player. Stk#UN2586. 10K Miles!

$26,995*

2010 ACURA TL
Automatic, Leather, Sunroof, P/Windows, P/Locks. Stk#UN2606. 20K Miles!

$28,995*

2010 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY LWB
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys. Stk#780112. 29K Miles!

$18,995*

2010 DODGE CHARGER SXT
6 Cylinder, Auto., CD Player, P/W, P/L. Stk#780142. 30K Miles!

$16,995*

2002 NISSAN MAXIMA SE
Gray, Sunroof, Automatic, P/W, P/L, A/C. Stk#UN2672. 58K Miles!

$8,995*

2009 NISSAN MURANO S
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, ABS, P/Windows & Locks. Stk#780111. 37K Miles!

$19,995*

2009 MERCEDES C300 SPORT
4MATIC! P/Windows, P/Locks, Cruise, CD Player. Stk#UN2598. 26K Miles!

$29,495*

2009 MERCURY MARINER
Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780084. 78K Miles!

$11,995*

2010 HONDA CR-V
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof. Stk#UN2408. 19K Miles!

$21,995*

2011 NISSAN ROGUE S 4X4
Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, Cruise, CD Player. Stk#780262. 19K Miles!

$19,995*

2009 MAZDA5 SPORT
Automatic, P/W, P/L, D/Airbags, CD Player. Stk#UN2376. 41K Miles!

$11,995*

2011 CHEVY TAHOE 4X4
8 Cylinder, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780130. 29K Miles!

$35,995*

ALLOYS!SPORT
EDITION!

LIKE
NEW!

GREAT
CONDITION!

4WD!

4X4!CERTIFIED! 4X4!

AWD!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!AUTO +!

LOW
MILES!

Financing
Available^
1.99%APR

AS
LOW

AS

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING!

OVER 50 CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED NISSANS TO CHOOSE FROM!
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with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice and
minimum $15/mo data plan required.

Limited-time offer. Subject to wireless customer agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ. fee $36/line. Coverage & svcs, including mobile broadband, not avail. everywhere. Geographic, usage & other conditions & restrictions (that may result in svc. termination) apply. See contract, 
rate plan brochure, and rebate form at stores for details. Taxes & other chrgs apply. Prices & equip. vary by mkt & may not be avail. from ind. retailers. See store or visit att.com for details and coverage map. Early Termination Fee (ETF): None if cancelled during first 30 days, 
but a $35 restocking fee may apply; after 30 days, ETF up to $325, depending on device (details att.com/equipmentETF). Subject to change. Agents may impose add’l fees. Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge up to $1.25/mo. is chrg’d to help defray costs of complying 
with gov’t obligations & chrgs on AT&T & is not a tax or gov’t req’d chrg. Offer Details: HTC Vivid with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice & minimum $15/mo data plan required is $99.99. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a 
sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Sales Tax calculated based on price of unactivated equipment. Smartphone Data Plan Requirement: Min. $15/mo. DataPlus (200MB) plan required;  $15 automatically chrg’d for each additional 200MB provided if initial 200MB 
is exceeded. All data, including overages, must be used in the billing period in which it is provided or be forfeited. For more details on data plans, go to att.com/dataplans. Screen images simulated. ©Facebook is a trademark of Facebook, Inc. ©2011 AT&T Intellectual 
Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.
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