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Boro ex-cop 
shoots wife in
co-op: NYPD
Briarwood woman found dead at scene

BY JOE ANUTA

A retired NYPD cop surren-
dered to authorities in a Manhat-
tan station house seven hours 
after he shot his wife in the head 
and torso in the Briarwood apart-
ment, police 
said.

C l a r -
ence Cash, 49, 
walked into 
the precinct at 
6 a.m. Sunday 
and gave up two 
loaded pistol, 
according to 
documents from 
the Queens Dis-
trict attorney.

Cash is 
charged with 
second-degree 
murder after the DA said he 
killed Tracey Young, his wife 
who worked as a tax enforcement 

agent.
Police received a call shortly 

after 11 p.m. Saturday and ar-
rived at 43-41 84th Drive to find 
Young shot in the head and torso, 
according to police.

Emergency personnel also 
arrived and 
p r o n o u n c e d 
her dead at the 
scene.

Her hus-
band, Clar-
ence Cash, 49, 
later allegedly 
turned himself 
in to law en-
forcement offi-
cials, neighbors 
were told by 
police. He was 
sub s e quent ly 
charged with 

first-degree murder, police said.
“I’m shocked. They seemed 

Continued on Page 20

Crime scene tape hangs from the fence 
around a Briarwood apartment build-
ing where, according to police, Tracey 
Young was shot and killed by her hus-
band. Photo by Joe Anuta

Principal frets
about scuffl es 

over cell phones
BY JOE ANUTA

A Flushing principal reached 
across cultural, ethnic and ad-
ministrative lines last week to 
get to the root cause of some de-
cidedly 21st century problems 
that plague the neighborhood: the 
smartphone.

“How can we use these ter-
rible devices for good?” asked 
Benjamin Sherman, principal of 
East West School of International 
Studies, which shares space with 
IS 237 at 46-21 Colden St., holding 

Continued on Page 20

HO-HO-HO
Adrian (l.) and Joshua Huerta tell Santa their wishes during a visit to 
Sky View Center in Flushing. Santa - aka Dana Friedman - had been vis-
iting the mall to see his son and fellow youngsters perform with the 
Queens Center for Performing Arts’ Holiday International Sing-a-Long. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Page 2

East West invents leaky 
wishing well buckets 
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Company owners and 

business groups in Flush-
ing are a diverse bunch, but 
they do not always commu-
nicate with each other.

That is what prompted 
one man to start an eco-
nomic development project 
called One Flushing to try 
and form a more cohesive 
and vibrant commercial 
community.

John Choe launched 
the project last week at its 
new headquarters, at 39-01 
Main St., and was joined by 
lawmakers and many of the 
existing business advocacy 
groups he hopes to partner 
with.

“There are plenty of 
good organizations and 
projects in Flushing,” Choe 
said in an interview after 
the ribbon cutting. “I think 
the problem is that we don’t 
really coordinate our work 
with each other, which is a 
big part of what we want to 
do.”

Choe’s venture is also 
an undertaking by the non-
profit Asian Americans for 
Equality, which funds One 
Flushing. Asian Americans 
for Equality is a Manhat-
tan-based organization that 
advocates for the rights and 
quality of life of minorities 
and immigrants.

Choe envisions his role 
as a central hub connect-
ing the many diverse busi-
nesses in Flushing with the 
many opportunities, grants 
and programs that are out 
there for the taking.

For example, the 

Queens Economic Devel-
opment Corp. recently 
announced a Mandarin 
language course to help con-
tractors become licensed 
by the city. Choe partnered 
with the corporation, and 
the program will be run out 
of his office.

But Choe also wants 
to connect businesses with 
other businesses, which 
often operate isolated in 
smaller cultural spheres.

To really expand, com-
panies need to get into the 
mainstream economy and 
start branching out beyond 
a small sphere of custom-
ers, according to Choe.

“Maybe we can have 
a referral between an Afri-
can-American and Latino 
business, or between a Jew-
ish and Chinese business,” 

he said. “We live in such 
a populated area, but we 
sometimes don’t even know 
who our neighbors are.”

But connecting differ-
ent groups of entrepreneurs 
is not strictly business.

He also wants to use 
art to connect on a more 
personal level.

Choe is in talks with 
Flushing Town Hall to cre-
ate some sort of art exhibit 
where different cultures 
and generations share their 
experiences through either 
photographs or stories or 
any manner of medium.

Choe can navigate be-
tween all the businesses, 
civics and government pro-
grams and organizations 
because of his political his-
tory, he said.

He served under both 

John Liu’s tenure as a 
Flushing city councilman 
and his current role of city 
comptroller, and even ran 
for Liu’s vacated Council 
seat in 2009.

Choe was inspired to 
improve access to grants, 
programs and other helpful 
information for entrepre-
neurs after his mother died 
earlier this year.

She had run a grocery 
store on Staten Island as an 
immigrant entrepreneur 
for a decade, but things 
started to go downhill a few 
years ago.

Faced with what Choe 
called a harassing landlord 
who wanted to evict her to 
develop the property and 
mounting fines from the 
city, his mother had to close 
up shop.

BY JOE ANUTA

Students at a Flushing 
school responded to leaky 
ceilings last year by con-
verting drip-catching buck-
ets into wishing wells.

But last week at an edu-
cation meeting in northeast 
Queens, their principal ex-
pressed his own wish: The 
city School Construction 
Authority should patch his 
porous roof.

“Today we sprung 
three new leaks,” said Ben-
jamin Sherman, speaking 
at a Community Education 
Council District 25 meet-
ing Dec. 7. “Please fix our 
roof.”

Sherman is principal 
of East West School, which 
is in the same building as 
IS 237 at 46-21 Colden St. 
His students started the 
wishing wells — which 
were placed under leaks 
in classrooms, hallways 
and even his office — as a 
joke in response to the mul-
tiple leaks throughout the 
school, which is on the top 

floor of the building.. 
The good deed was 

a creative way to turn 
around a bad situation, but 
Sherman said buckets were 
ridiculous for a New York 
City school.

“It’s embarrassing,” 
he said, echoing the anger 
of many parents and coun-
cil members at the meeting 
who were dissatisfied with 
the disrepair in schools 
and how the city goes about 
fixing them. “It’s 2011 and 
children have to navigate 
around buckets.”

Sherman addressed 
his comments to Monica 
Gutierrez, who was giving 
a presentation on an up-
date to the city’s five-year 
capital plan for District 
25, which encompasses the 
neighborhoods of Flushing, 
Whitestone, College Point, 
Bay Terrace, Auburndale 
and Murray Hill, as well as 
parts of Bayside and Fresh 
Meadows.

While Sherman and 
other educators lamented 

Community leaders and elected officials gather at the opening of One Flushing, a project designed to 
foster better business relationships in Flushing. Photo courtesy One Flushing

Biz nexus hopes to connect
Flushing man launches hub to join diverse fi rms in economic center

East-West school roof
leaks trigger wish list

Monica Gutierrez presents the latest update for the city 
School Construction Authority’s five-year capital plan. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued on Page 20
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES, Hairdresser With Clientele Needed

Unisex Salon

Milan Hair Studio & Spa

30% OFF 
Any Service*  

Exp. February 29, 2012
* Select Stylists

Perm

Single 
Process 
Haircolor

Keratin 
Brazilian 

Treatment
 $149.99

$26.98 

Mon-Thurs

Starting at 

$34.99

Gift
Certificates
Available

ASIA BANK, N.A.

Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com
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“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T

City pushes to redevelop Flushing Sanitation building
Economic Development Corp. touts delayed Flushing Commons project as reason to buy site
BY JOE ANUTA

The city put out a call 
last week to develop a lot in 
downtown Flushing that is 
currently occupied by an 
unused city Sanitation De-
partment building, citing 
future development in the 
area as one of the incen-
tives.

The 2,500-square-foot 
lot is currently zoned for 
commercial use and in the 
heart of downtown Flush-
ing at 135-15 41st Road, 
across the street from an 
entrance to the Long Island 
Rail Road’s Flushing-Main 
Street station.

“While the property is 
small in size, it represents 
a meaningful step towards 
creating a brighter future 
for downtown Flushing,” 
said Seth Pinsky, president 
of the city Economic Devel-
opment Corp. “To reacti-

vate this vacant building 
presents an opportunity to 
the private sector to be a 
part of Flushing’s incred-
ible, ongoing renaissance.”

The two-story, gray 
brick building that sits on 
the lot was constructed in 
1950 and subsequently used 
by Sanitation until 2005, 
when it was damaged by 
nearby construction, ac-
cording to the EDC.

Any developer inter-
ested in the project would 
be responsible for demolish-
ing the structurally com-
promised building before 
constructing a new one.

In the request for pro-
posals issued Dec. 6, the 
EDC lists one incentive as 
the lot’s proximity to Flush-
ing Commons, a proposed 
mixed-use, $850 million de-
velopment that would take 
the place of Municipal Lot 
1, which is between 37th 

and 39th avenues between 
138th and Union streets.

“The nearby develop-
ment of Flushing Commons 
indicates the growth po-
tential and strength of the 
Flushing demographics,” 
the EDC said in the docu-
ment.

Yet the project that 
was once scheduled to 
break ground in 2012 has 
been put on hold due to lack 
of funding.

In fact, the city-owned 
property has not even been 
turned over to the develop-
er, TDC Development.

Nevertheless, the 
EDC’s announcement was 
met favorably by area law-
makers, including City 
Councilman Peter Koo (R-

Flushing), who saw the sale 
of the city-owned property 
as another means for the 
corporation to generate in-
come in tight fiscal times.

“It is encouraging that 
with a looming budget defi-
cit, the EDC is looking for 
revenue generating oppor-
tunities. EDC has decided 
to develop the old Sanita-
tion building on 40th Road 
to help Flushing continue 
to prosper economically 
and provide more jobs for 
local residents,” Koo said.

The RFP has a clause 
requiring developers to 
include plans on how to 
comply with the EDC’s 
HireNYC initiative, which 
is designed to connect the 
local labor pool to future 
job opportunities associ-
ated with development.The city is seeking a com-

pany to demolish this down-
town Flushing building and 
develop the property. 
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4 Queens parks missed out on $730K: Liu
Comptroller says city mismanaged concessions, but Parks Department says audit’s fi ndings unfounded

BY JOE ANUTA

A city watchdog issued 
a report last week saying 
that concession business-
es in Queens parks could 
have raked in an additional 
$728,358 over the last three 
years if it were not for the 
city Parks Department mis-
handling of the contracts.

City Comptroller John 
Liu’s report cited mishan-
dling of 51 contracts for 
operating restaurants, food 
carts, an ice skating rink 
and other concessions on 
Parks property for the lost 
revenue, which totaled $8.8 
million on a citywide level.

Queens ranked just 
behind Manhattan, which 
could have made $5.3 mil-
lion, in lost money, accord-
ing to Liu.

The report chalked up 
the losses to bad time man-
agement and gaps between 
successive concessionaires, 
which left the city with 
diminished or no revenue 
in the interim, and recom-

mended Parks improve the 
way it handles concession 
contracts after total reve-
nues fell from $52.6 million 
in fiscal year 2008 to about 
$39.8 million three years 
later.

“Parks are not just 
about concessions, but con-
cession contracts should 
be better managed so that 
revenue flows to the city 
without unnecessary in-
terruption,” Liu said in a 
statement.

But Robert Garafola, 
deputy Parks commis-
sioner for management 
and budget, took issue with 
most of the audit’s findings 
and fired off a letter to Liu’s 
office.

“We strongly believe 
that this report does a dis-
service to Parks and to the 
public, and that  its conclu-
sions are misleading and 
unfounded,” Garafola said.

The biggest loss in 
Queens, and one of the more 
hotly contested findings in 
the audit, came from Valen-

tino’s on the Green, former-
ly Caffe on the Green.

Liu’s report said the 
city lost out on $379,167 in 
the downtime between the 

transfer from the old con-
cession to the new conces-
sionaire.

Yet Parks said it was 
following a court injunction 

when they gave the previ-
ous owner, Joe Franco, the 
boot as part of a settlement 
in a legal battle over Fran-
co’s bookkeeping.

Liu countered that 
Parks was too lenient with 
the new operator prior to 
the restaurant’s opening.

“Essentially, this con-
cession failed to operate 
and generate revenue be-
cause Parks improperly ex-
tended the newly awarded 
concessionaire’s capital 
construction period and, 
thus, the commencement 
date by 11 months,” the au-
ditor wrote.

Parks also disputed 
$119,667 in what the report 
said was lost revenue from 
the transition of operators 
at the ice skating rink in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

Liu said Parks did not 
plan enough in advance to 
solicit contracts for the new 
operator.

Liu’s report covered 
Parks property all over the 
borough.

Better handling of a 
contract to run a gas sta-
tion along the Grand Cen-

City Comptroller John Liu skates in the same World Ice Arena in 2009 that was included in his recent 
audit of city Parks Department concession contracts.

BY REBECCA HENELY

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
wrote a letter to Gov. An-
drew Cuomo earlier this 
month requesting they 
“start a conversation” on 
how to address Queens’ 
and the Bronx’s diminish-
ing health care access fol-
lowing the establishment 
of a work group to deal with 
Brooklyn hospitals.

“The focus of late has 
been on Brooklyn, but we 
have concerns in Queens 
County as well,” Crowley 
said.

The Brooklyn Health 
Systems Redesign Work 
Group, or the Berger Com-
mission II, recently re-
leased a report at the end 

of November with recom-
mendations to increase 
the financial security and 
quality of care of Brook-
lyn’s health system.

The study looked at six 
hospitals, one of which was 
Wyckoff Heights Medical 
Center, which many resi-
dents in southwest Queens 
use. The study recommend-
ed that Wyckoff, along with 
Interfaith Medical Center, 
be integrated into a system 
with Brooklyn Hospital 
Center, which has recently 
emerged from bankruptcy, 
at the head.

Brooklyn Hospital 
should then guide Wyckoff 
and Interfaith in stream-
lining their care to make 
it sustainable in a way that 
helps the communities’ 

needs and helps the hospi-
tals fix their own financial 
problems, the study said.

Crowley said while he 
wants Brooklyn’s health 
care situation to improve, 
he wrote to Cuomo Dec. 1 
requesting they discuss 
how to deal with similar 
issues for Queens and the 
Bronx’s hospitals.

Crowley said Queens 
also needs attention after 
four hospitals closed in the 
last five years. He said the 
closings have put a burden 
on Queens’ existing hos-
pitals and resulted in the 
lost of hospital beds and 
emergency rooms in the 
borough.

“I want to find solu-
tions,” Crowley said. “I 

Crowley wants Cuomo to consider 
hospital access in Queens, Bronx

Schumer and Gianaris push 
TSA for passenger advocates

BY REBECCA HENELY

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) 
and State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) pushed the Transportation Security 
Administration to designate a “passenger 
advocate” who would help customers who 
feel they have been mishandled by agents 
at John F. Kennedy Airport Sunday.

The senators were joined by relatives 
of three elderly women who had reported 
being asked by TSA agents around Thanks-
giving to disrobe before being able to board 
a plane.

“Right now, passengers who feel that 
their rights are about to be violated have 
nowhere to turn,” Schumer said in a state-
ment, “but by training passenger advocates 
at each of our airports, the TSA can finally 
give passengers a voice.”

TSA spokeswoman Lisa Farbstein 
said in a statement that they would re-
spond directly to the senators regarding 
their proposal.

“TSA currently has customer service 
representatives at most major airports, 
and has already announced plans to set up 
an 800 number as a resource for passengers 

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer (second from l.) and 
State Sen. Michael Gianaris (second from r.) call 
for the TSA to hire passenger advocates to solve 
disputes between agents and flyers when they 
go through security lines. Two women related 
to Bruce Zimmer (l.-r.), Bob Sherman and Ralph 
Sherman claimed they were subjected to strip 
searches at JFK. Photo courtesy Gianaris

Continued on Page 56
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5Sondheim sounds off on work
Broadway composer discusses his shows, inspiration at Queens College

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

“The songs get stuck 
in your head — in a good 
way.”

Described as “the 
master lyricist for the the-
ater,” composer Stephen 
Sondheim at 81 is still at it 
— writing new songs and 
promoting his second book, 
“Look, I Made a Hat: Col-
lected Lyrics (1981-2011).”

Last week Queens Col-
lege presented “An Evening 
with Stephen Sondheim 
— In Conversation with 
Frank Rich” on the music 
building stage of the Flush-
ing campus. The composer, 
who has won an Academy 
Award, seven Drama Desk 
Awards, eight Grammy 
Awards and eight Tony 
Awards, engaged in an 
animated and enlightening 
repartee with Rich, now a 
New York magazine colum-
nist and former New York 
Times columnist/chief the-
ater critic.

Sondheim once said his 
goal was “to tell a strong, 
clear story, not be in vogue 
and to balance music and 
lyrics so that orchestra-
tions never overwhelm the 

story and its words.”
With some of the great-

est scores and lyrics in 
American musical theater 

under his belt, Sondheim’s 
recent revival of the 1971 
musical “Follies” took 
Broadway by storm.

And along with other 
revivals, like “A Little Night 
Music” (2010), “Sweeney 
Todd” (2005) and “Sunday 
in the Park with George” 
(2008), awarded the Pulit-
zer Prize in 1985, his work 
has reintroduced his vast 
repertoire of iconic songs 
to a new generation.

On his trip to Queens, 
Sondheim discussed a va-
riety of pungent topics, 
including writers finding 
their voices, experimenta-
tion, the reimagining of his 
work, the creative power of 
dreams and the preponder-
ance of standing ovations.

“Prose is easier to 
write than lyrics — you 
have much more breath-
ing space,” Sondheim told a 
captivated audience. “Lyr-
ics have to be crammed in, 
within a structure, whereas 
prose can go on and on.”

He and Rich discussed 
the good old days of lavish 
Broadway productions and 
how they have given way to 
more intimate, pared-down 
experiences for today’s the-
atergoers — the orchestras 
are smaller, but it’s easier 
to hear the actors.

Lyricist Steven Sondheim was featured in an Evening Conversation 
with critic Frank Rich at Queens College. Photo by Roman Iwasiwka

Governor signs law to cut MTA payroll tax
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
has signed legislation cut-
ting back a payroll tax 
passed in 2009 to rescue 
the financially imperiled 
MTA, which has been as-
sured any lost revenue will 
be made up by the New York 
state Legislature.

Cuomo signed the new 
law on Long Island, site of 
much of the outcry against 
the payroll tax, which was 
effective in the 12 counties 
served by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority.

The new legislation 
provides tax relief for 
nearly 300,000 small busi-
nesses and self-employed 

New Yorkers. The tax on 
businesses with an annual 
payroll under $1.5 million 

would be reduced by 0.11 
percent and drop to 0.23 
percent for businesses with 

payroll less than $1.75 mil-
lion for a total savings of 
$250 million across the 
state. Businesses whose 
payroll is below $1.25 mil-
lion got a permanent re-
prieve.

The deal came as part 
of an overhaul of the state 
tax code, which will lower 
taxes for the middle class 
and raise taxes for the 
state’s richest citizens.

The governor’s office 
said that “on Dec. 7, the 
Legislature passed the gov-
ernor’s middle-class tax cut 
and job creation legislation, 
reducing the MTA payroll 
tax on small businesses 
while maintaining the nec-

Despite being passed earlier this year, the bill to bring livery cabs 
that can pick up street hails in the outer boroughs has remained 
controversial. Taxi drivers picketed the proposal in the city in 
June. AP Photo/Richard Drew

Smith optimistic over 
outerboro taxi plan

BY REBECCA HENELY

Despite rumblings of 
a negotiation breakdown 
between Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and Gov. An-
drew Cuomo over the plan 
to bring livery cabs which 
can take street hails to the 
outer boroughs, State Sen. 
Malcolm Smith (D-St. Al-
bans) said he was “cautious-
ly optimistic” an agreement 
could be reached.

“I think they can,” 
Smith said. “I will encour-
age the Governor to [sign 
the bill]. And we can make 
amendments.”

The contentious bill 
would issue 30,000 permits 
for livery cabs to take street 
hails in the outer boroughs 
and Upper Manhattan, as 
well as an additional 1,500 
yellow taxi medallions, 
some of which would be 
for handicapped-accessible 
vehicles. It was passed by 
both state legislative cham-
bers in July, but has since 
languished on the gover-
nor’s desk.

Bloomberg has been 
a major backer of the bill, 
having promised to bring 
street hails to the outer 
boroughs in his 2010 State 
of the City speech. How-
ever, opinion has been split 
among yellow cab organi-
zations and among Queens 
legislators.

L e g i s l a t o r s 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
spoke to said Bloomberg 
and Cuomo failed to reach 
an agreement over the 
amount of handicapped-

accessibility cabs.
“You never can tell 

what this governor is go-
ing to do, which is interest-
ing,” said State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
said. “But I suspect negotia-
tions fell apart.”

Stavisky, who voted 
against the plan, said that 
was one of her problems 
with the bill. She also said 
the legislation was vague, 
she feared the 30,000 per-
mits and additional 1,500 
yellow cabs would saturate 
the market, and did not be-
lieve the legislature should 
be voting on the plan.

“This bill really be-
longs in the City Council,” 
Stavisky said.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), who also voted 
against the bill, said there 
could also be issues if the 
new cabs can pick up both 
street hails and pre-ar-
ranged calls. He said some 
cabs on a pre-arranged call 
may abandon the call for a 
hail.

“We need to go back 
to the drawing board,” he 
said. “This just doesn’t get 
us to where we need to be.”

Smith said he agreed 
the accessibility of the cabs 
needed to be dealt with, but 
said that did not need to 
hold up the legislation be-
ing passed. He said the cabs 
would be a boon to his con-
stituents at a time when the 
MTA is cutting service.

“It’s transportation 
and it’s the ability to be fair 
to the public that wants ac-

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 56

The tax legislation will increase the income tax on the wealthi-
est residents while providing a tax break for the middle class and 
small businesses. AP Photo/Hans Pennink
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Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations of New Yorkers the freshest milk in the city.
Every day, we transport milk direct from upstate New York farms to our
plant in Queens. We pasteurize the milk,
package it in half pint cartons, and deliver
it to every New York City public school.

When kids go to school, we ensure they’re
given a nutritious lunch time drink option.
We know healthy kids mean better
learning, and Elmhurst Dairy is committed
to providing New York City’s 1.1 million
school children with a healthy choice.

Elmhurst Dairy – the feel�good
choice that’s also fresh!

718�526�3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

Local Milk for Local Schools.
The Healthy Choice.

Buy local.

Judge re-examines Willets Point lawsuit against city
BY JOE ANUTA

Willets Point property 
owners said they scored 
a small victory last week, 
when a State Supreme 
Court judge reserved her 
right to reopen a lawsuit 
that could throw a wrench 
into the $3 billion redevel-
opment blueprint for the 
Iron Triangle. But the city 
is confident it stands on 
solid legal footing.

State Supreme Court 
Judge Joan Madden origi-
nally ruled against a group 
of property owners who 
sued the city to stop the 
project, but she said in her 
Tuesday ruling that she 
would reopen the case after 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. made changes 
to its plans for the 62-acre, 
mixed-use development, 
which would replace the 
auto body shops and indus-
trial businesses that cur-
rently populate the Iron 
Triangle.

According to the state-

ment, the city broke up the 
proposal into three phases 
without conducting a sepa-
rate environmental study 
and also claimed that it did 
not need additional ramps 
on the Van Wyck Express-
way to accommodate in-
creased traffic.

In addition, the city 
earlier claimed that it would 
not proceed with condemn-
ing property in the triangle 
until the ramps were ap-
proved but has sought to do 
so anyway, the ruling said, 
although it has yet to actu-
ally obtain any property.

“As the city has now 
changed its position and is 
seeking to exercise its pow-
ers of eminent domain with-
out approval of the ramps, 
in direct contradiction of its 
prior representations, and 
based on the significance 
of the ramps to the plan, I 
conclude that the integrity 
of the decision-making pro-
cess has been impacted and 
sufficient reasons exist for 
me to consider vacating my 

prior judgment,” Madden 
said in her statement.

The plaintiffs in the 
lawsuit, a property owners 
group called Willets Point 

United, also have an ongo-
ing lawsuit challenging the 
city’s use of eminent do-
main for the project.

Madden said in her 

ruling that some of the is-
sues she wants to examine 
before she considers throw-
ing out her prior judgment 
might be addressed in the 
other lawsuit, which she 
will wait to be resolved 
first.

But Richard Lipsky, 
a spokesman for Willets 
Point United, said that Mad-
den’s edict will be useful in 
bolstering the eminent do-
main case.

“Potentially, it is a 
huge victory,” Lipsky said.

The statement is the 
first proof of the city’s 
mishandling of the Willets 
Point Redevelopment proj-
ect, according to Lipsky, 
and while it only represents 
a potential victory, it could 
still be useful in the other 
courtroom.

“The judge is saying, 
‘You lied to me.’ What she 
is saying is that the facts 
now are now totally differ-
ent and I have every right 
to reopen this case,” he 
said. “What the judge gave 

us was good ammunition to 
argue that the city should 
not be allowed to proceed 
with condemnation.”

EDC did not specifical-
ly respond to Madden’s dec-
larations, but maintained 
that the environmental re-
view, which was conducted 
before the project was split 
into phases, is valid.

“The Willets Point 
Project is overwhelmingly 
supported by elected offi-
cials and the community 
and will transform this 
blighted and underutilized 
area into a vibrant neigh-
borhood where thousands 
of New Yorkers will live 
and work,” EDC spokes-
woman Jennifer Friedberg 
said in a statement. “We 
are confident that the en-
vironmental review was 
properly conducted, and 
the project is proceeding as 
planned.”

Madden scheduled a 
conference between the city 
and Willets Point United in 
late January.

A state judge has stated she has the right to reopen a lawsuit 
against the city filed by a group of property owners in Willets 
Point.
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

The Calvary@Home Nurse. The same world-renowned 
compassion and care right in your very own home.

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org

Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most 
important decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a 
century, Calvary Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain 
management and emotional comfort to patients suffering from 
advanced cancer and other chronic and acute terminal illnesses. 
The same Calvary discipline of unique compassion and care is also 
provided by our home care and hospice teams right in your very 
own home or select nursing homes. It’s called Calvary@Home. 
Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home is considered one 
of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for your patient, 
but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s another reason 
why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life Continues. 
Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.
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Blotter
FLUSHING — Police have asked for 

the public’s assistance in locating a Flush-
ing woman missing since Friday.

Judy Nam, 28, was last seen leaving 
her house, at 144-25 Roosevelt Ave., at about 
3 p.m., police said.

She was wearing jeans, sneakers and 
a T-shirt, according to police, and is 5 feet 8 
inches tall and weighs 135 pounds.

Anyone with information is urged 
to call Crimestoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS 
(8477), text tips to 274637 (crimes) then en-
ter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.
com.

All reports will be kept confidential.

Cops seek boro woman missing since Friday

Judy Nam went missing after leaving her Flushing 
home. Photo courtesy NYPD

Steven Weinberg arrives in Queens Criminal Court 
Tuesday. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

KEW GARDENS — A key witness cast 
doubts on whether the graffiti plastered on an 
overpass above the Clearview Expressway was 
done by an ex-cop from Flushing, the New York 
Post reported.

An expert witness said there was no way 
to tell whether the “Neo” tag that was painted 
was done by Steven Weinberg, a former officer 
who also happens to be one of the most prolific 
graffiti vandals of the 1980s, or just someone 
else impersonating or honoring him, according 
to the Post.

Witness doubts validity of graffiti tag: Post

FLUSHING — A man leapt out of a 
second-story window last month after he 
was stabbed in the head in his Union Street 
apartment, according to documents from 
the Queens district attorney.

Dongkui Yin, of Brooklyn, followed 
the man into his apartment near the cor-
ner of Northern Boulevard at about 10:15 
p.m. Nov. 30, the DA said.

Yin pulled out a large knife and 
stabbed the man in the head, according to 
the DA.

In order to escape, the man jumped out 
of a second-story window, broke his ankle 
and at one point passed out from blood loss, 
the DA said.

The man was taken to a nearby hospi-
tal, where he received staples in his head 
and other treatments, according to DA 
documents.

When police arrested Yin the next 
day, officers found multiple clothing items 
covered in blood, the DA said.

Man jumps out window to escape stabber: DA

STATEN ISLAND — A Queens man 
shot and killed a Staten Islander last week, 
police said.

Arman Skrine, 34, whose address was 
not clear in NYPD reports, was charged 
with murder and the criminal possession 
of a pistol and assault rifle.

On Dec. 8 just before noon, police re-

sponded to a Staten Island residence after 
receiving reports of shots fired.

Police discovered David Williams, 
30, with multiple gun shot wounds to his 
body.

EMS also arrived at the scene and pro-
nounced him dead.

Staten Islander killed by boro man with rifle: Cops

Free Synagogue of Flushing 
41-60 Kissena Boulevard – Flushing, NY 11355

718-961-0030   www.freesynagogue.org

Offering the F inest Specialty F ood Line
Natural and Organic Meats

Award-winning Cheeses
Imported and Gourmet Products

Prepared Foods
 Teva Kosher Meats
Rotisserie Chicken

Local Honey
Full line of Applegate Products

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

F eaturing Fish, Rotisserie Chicken, Pasta Dishes, Desserts and more!

159-15 Horace Harding Expressway, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
(Westbound L.I.E. exit 25) near Queens Health Emporium

718-358-1800

We accept all major credit cards.

Holiday  Turkeys 
& Pies

Holiday Candies 
and Treats

Bring in this 
newspaper ad

for 10% off
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Legislators eager 
to keep Queens mail in 
Queens have received at 
least a temporary reprieve.

State Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) an-
nounced Tuesday that she 
and 14 other senators had 
reached an agreement with 
the U.S. Postal Service to 
suspend closures of USPS 
facilities for five months, 
giving Congress more time 
to reform the postal sys-
tem.

“In New York, more 
than 1,000 jobs, 100 post 
offices and 7 Area Mail 
Processing centers will 
continue serving their com-
munities while Congress 
works on reforming the 
postal service to ensure its 
survival,” Gillibrand said 
in a statement.

The news came less 
than a week after legisla-
tors from around the bor-
ough and dozens of post of-
fice workers held a protest 
Friday against the proposed 

closure of the U.S. Postal 
Service sorting facility at 
20th Avenue and the Whit-
estone Expressway service 
road in College Point.

“We welcome this de-
lay by the Postal Service,” 
U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman 
(D-Bayside) sain in a state-
ment. “In the meantime, we 
will continue to keep up the 
fight to save this important 
facility.

A USPS proposal had 
called for transferring the 
College Point operations 
to the sorting facility in 
Sheepshead Bay in Brook-
lyn.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone), 
who organized the Friday 
rally, said the proposal to 
close the plant, which she 
estimated could put more 
than 1,000 people out of 
work, was based on a feasi-
bility study that no legisla-
tors have seen.

A spokeswoman from 
USPS previously told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
that 700 USPS workers 

would be relocated to other 
jobs and the layoffs would 
save the office nearly $31 
million.

“I understand the 
Postal Service has a bot-
tom line, but balancing 
its books on the backs of 
Queens’ and Bronx families 
is not the answer,” U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) said after the de-
lay was announced.

Many legislators from 
around the borough were 
present at the rally and 24 
also signed a letter to U.S. 
Post Master General Pat-
rick Donahoe, saying clos-
ing the post office would 
have an adverse affect on 
delivering mail to the bor-
ough.

The letter mentioned 
that the change in sorting 
facilities would add an ex-
tra 26 miles round-trip to 
pick up mail in Brooklyn 
and would have an effect on 
seniors who get medication 
through the mail.

“This would be a tre-
mendous loss to this bor-

ough,” said state Assembly-
man William Scarborough 
(D-St. Albans). “It is not 
fair.”

The USPS spokes-
woman said first-class mail 
across the country will 
be delivered over two to 
three days instead of one 
as a cost-cutting measure 
if approved by the U.S. Con-
gress, not because of con-
solidation.

Tony Paolillo, presi-
dent of the Flushing Let-
ter Carriers union, said 
USPS’s financial problem 
is a manufactured crisis 
due to a 2006 mandate to 
pre-fund a new hire’s ben-
efits into a lump sum. He 
said these changes will 
not allow USPS to remain 
competitive with private 
courier services like FedEx 
and UPS.

“Cutting and disrupt-
ing service is not the an-
swer,” Paolillo said. “That’s 
just going to drive people 
away.”

Deputy Mayor Robert Steel talks to York College students about 
the state of the city. Photo by Ivan Pereira

BY IVAN PEREIRA

The deputy mayor in 
charge of trying to boost 
the city’s economy told 
York College’s student body 
and faculty last week that 
the only way for New York 
to recover its economic 
strength would be an in-
vestment in education and 
tapping into the potential 
of future employers.

Robert K. Steel, deputy 
mayor for economic devel-
opment, spoke candidly 
during the college’s execu-
tive leadership breakfast 
Dec. 7  about the plans to 
revitalize the economy and 
create new jobs.

Steel said the recent 
Labor Department report 
that U.S. unemployment 
has slightly decreased to 8.6 
percent is misleading be-
cause not only is it higher 
among inner-city minori-
ties, but also a large num-
ber of people are spending 
more than a year without 
a job.

“I think we have to 
raise our right hand and 
take an oath that [says] 
there is something better,” 
he said.

Steel said the mayor 
and his various offices, 
including the Economic 
Development Corp., have 
come up with a four-point 
plan to improve conditions 
in the five boroughs.

The first is a stronger, 
dedicated effort to improv-
ing the quality of life. Steel 
said the reduction of crime, 
an increase in green ini-
tiatives and improvement 
in schools will encourage 

more people and businesses 
to move to New York.

The deputy mayor said 
the second initiative calls 
for a streamlining of the 
way businesses are created 
and evolve. Restaurants 
that start up in the city 
have to apply for dozens of 
permits and licenses before 
they can serve their first 
meal, according to Steel.

“Our perspective is to 
make an accelerated effort 
to make things faster,” he 
said.

Southeast Queens 
plays a major role in the 
city’s third initiative, the 
deputy mayor said. New 
investments in infrastruc-
ture, affordable housing 
and transportation not 
only keep the city flowing, 
but also expand commerce 
from outside Manhattan.

Steel noted that the 
Moda apartment develop-
ment, which added hun-
dreds of apartments at the 
old Queens Family Court 
building on Parsons Boule-
vard,  and AirTrain to John 
F. Kennedy International 
Airport have been great 
successes for the city and 
there was more to come for 
the borough, including the 
Hunters Point development 
project.  Once the Long Is-
land City mixed-use high-
rise goes up, it will not only 
offer more affordable hous-
ing, but will generate posi-
tive buzz for the borough.

“It will be pretty darn  
exciting for people in Man-
hattan to see what is going 
on in western Queens,” he 
said.

Pols strike deal with USPS
Agreement temporarily prevents closure of College Point facility

Deputy mayor touts 
new tech school plan 

Post office workers Chandrak Desai and Efrain Dutan rally against closing the College Point mail sorting facility, which recently won a re-
prieve from Congress. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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At least some rich Americans get it
I

t appears that our home-
grown billionaires have 
decided to follow the 
lead of their wealthy 

French counterparts. They 
want to pay more taxes to 
help their country.

They will place a $10 
billion tax increase on the 
November 2012 California 
ballot. They want to pay 
more taxes in order to aid 
the country which allowed 
them to reach their exalted 
financial position. Further-
more, two-thirds of Ameri-
cans, as well as 53 percent 

of Republicans, also want 
taxes increased on the 1 
percent.

Needless to say, the 
99 percent agree. It is en-
lightening to see that our 
wealthy are willing to pay 
their fair share of taxes, 
whereas Republican poli-
ticians and the Blue Dog 
Democrats insist on ignor-
ing the wishes of the people 
people while siding with 
their wealthy corporate 
people and banking bene-
factors.

We recently saw the 

failure of the Super Com-
mittee 12. It was fated to 
fail. How could it not when 
six of the 12 were zombies 
who had pledged to con-
servative lobbyist Grover 
Norquist not to increase 
taxes under any circum-
stances?

These are supposedly 
intelligent representatives 
of the American people, 
but the fact that they would 
pledge “under no circum-
stances” to any future ac-
tion obliterates their ability 
to make judgments based 

on ever-changing circum-
stances.

So there they were, 
supposedly on a noble mis-
sion to help our county, 
their country, conquer its 
debt and fiscal nightmare, 
and all they could do is 
echo the mantra of today’s 
Republican Party: No.

Christopher Nicholas
Bayside

NO STAMP OF 
APPROVAL

We understand the U.S. Postal Service has found itself 
between a rock and a hard place. It is faced with the threat 
of bankruptcy. To keep that from happening, the USPS has 
decided to make cuts, limiting service and closing facili-
ties deemed no longer necessary.

There are some post offices that do not process enough 
mail to justify existence. They should and will be closed. 
That makes sense.

But it does not make sense to close the USPS sorting 
facility at 20th Avenue and the Whitestone Expressway 
service road in College Point.

The USPS has proposed transferring the College Point 
operation to the sorting facility in Sheepshead Bay, Brook-
lyn. State Sen. Toby Stavisky opposes the proposal to close 
the plant, which she estimated could put more than 1,000 
people out of work. She came to this conclusion after talk-
ing to the heads of several unions at the plant.

It boggles the mind that the USPS can make a move 
putting so many people out of work and affecting mail ser-
vice for a borough bigger than most American cities with-
out soliciting public input.

The USPS said it plans to relocate 700 people working 
in the College Point facility.

We are skeptical to say the least. How will closing this 
plant save millions of dollars if workers keep their jobs?

We know the USPS has to make tough decisions, but 
this does not make sense.

PASSENGERS NEED 
ADVOCATE

In the wake of reports that several elderly women 
were strip searched at John F. Kennedy International Air-
port, U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer and state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris have called for an investigation and are propos-
ing that a passenger advocate be placed at every major air-
port.

In the incidents, elderly women said they were strip 
searched by airport security without reason. The women 
were visibly shaken.

We think it is a good idea to have at least one official at 
each airport who will listen to offended passengers.
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DOT has odd process of turning Queens streets one-way
I 

could not help but notice 
the article about Com-
munity Board 7 vot-
ing and approving the 

one-way street near PS 209 
(“One-way street OK’d by 
CB 7 near PS 209,” Flushing 
Times Nov. 17-23). Now it 
goes to the city Department 
of Transportation.

Once the DOT gives 
its approval, good luck. PS 
193 in Whitestone has been 
waiting for the installation 
of one-way streets since 

2010. This is after the DOT 
had deemed the streets 
were in an unsafe condition 
for the children who attend 
school there.

Petitions were filed, 
both pro and con, and the 
DOT, not being concerned 
about petitions, said it had 
the final say in changing 
streets to one way. We were 
originally told that the one-
ways would be changed 
during the summer of 2011. 
That did not happen.

Then we were told they 
would be changed during 
the fall, after school started, 
because after deeming the 
streets were in an unsafe 
condition, the status had 
to be re-evaluated because 
a restaurant complained 
about its trucks having to 
make deliveries.

Please remember 
that the DOT had already 
deemed them an unsafe 
condition. We are trying to 
figure out who is putting 

the pressure on the DOT, 
causing it to drag its feet 
with the installation. I was 
assured in an e-mail from 
the DOT that the one-ways 
would be installed and this 
would not drag on into the 
winter.

I then attended a town 
hall meeting hosted by City 
Councilman Halloran (R-
Whitestone). At that time, I 
spoke with a representative 
of the DOT, Nathan Grey. 
I asked him why the one-

ways were being delayed 
and asked for a firm date 
for installation.

His response was, “Mr. 
Cody, you are not going 
to be happy.” He then in-
formed me that the instal-
lation was now being put 
off until spring 2012.

This is unaccept-
able. They seemed to have 
deemed it safe until spring 
2012. What has changed? 
What is it that has caused 
them to believe it is safe un-

til 2012. Let’s see what kind 
of run-around parents, 
students, teachers and the 
principal of PS 209 get from 
the DOT.

I wish them the best of 
luck.

Kim F. Cody
President

Greater Whitestone 
Taxpayers Civic 

Association
Whitestone

Take care of seniors’ eyesight

A
s you are well aware, 
the U.S. economy is 
experiencing a ma-
jor downturn. Of-

ten when faced with tough 
economic times, our senior 
communities on fixed in-
comes hurt the most when 
their health care falls by 
the wayside. During our 
current financial crisis, I 
want to make sure their eye 
health is not neglected.

This holiday season, I 
urge readers to go online to 
find out if their loved ones 
qualify for a free eye exam 
from a national program 
called EyeCare America. 
This year-round program 
is designed for seniors age 
65 and older who have not 
seen an ophthalmologist — 
a medical eye doctor — in 
three or more years.

Eligible patients will 
be matched with a nearby 
volunteer ophthalmologist. 
Seniors receive a compre-

hensive medical eye ex-
amination and up to one 
year of care for any disease 
diagnosed during the ini-
tial visit at no out-of-pocket 
cost.

Those interested can 
go to the EyeCare America 
website — eyecareamerica.
org — to see if someone 
they know may qualify for 
medical eye care at no out-
of-pocket cost. Connecting 
friends and family mem-
bers with an eye exam may 
be the best gift of all — the 
gift of sight.

As one of 653 EyeCare 
America volunteer oph-
thalmologists in New York, 
I experience firsthand how 
providing a simple, medi-
cal eye exam can preserve 
sight. As program volun-
teers, we have agreed to 
waive Medicare or other 
insurance co-payments 
and unmet deductibles, re-
sulting in no out-of-pocket 

cost to the patient. Seniors 
without insurance receive 
care at no charge.

Here in New York, 
41,626 have been helped 
through EyeCare America.

EyeCare America is 
a public service program 
of the Foundation of the 
American Academy of Oph-
thalmology and is co-spon-
sored by the Knights Tem-
plar Eye Foundation Inc. 
with additional support 
provided by Alcon, which 
makes eyecare products.

I urge all readers to 
take advantage of this valu-
able program and give the 
gift of sight to a special se-
nior in their life this holi-
day season.

Dr. Gary Hirshfield
President-elect

New York State 
Ophthalmological Society

Fresh Meadows

Pol must back St. Saviour’s park

C
ity Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley’s 
(D-Middle Village) 
single-handed nix-

ing of the Crowley-St. Sav-
iour’s park project felt like 
a sucker punch to its long-
time supporters.

She claims she will 

support any effort to create 
a park at the site, but then 
in the same breath says she 
has no plans to fund the 
project in the future.

This person does not 
represent Maspeth. She 
only represents herself. She 
should be leading the fight, 

not supporting it.
And she needs to 

put her money where her 
mouth is.

Marek Skiba
Maspeth

Crowley ruined St. Saviour’s deal

T
he people in western 
Maspeth have worked 
hard and prayed for 
a park at the former 

site of St. Saviour’s Church 
for more than five years.

It was not right for 

City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) to decide that she 
would move the funding 
we lobbied so hard for to a 
smaller, less-urgent project 
without community input.

We were in the best po-
sition we had ever been in 
to acquire that site and she 
needlessly threw it away.

Eileen Nevarez
Maspeth

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Gov’t must do more to aid students

T
he decision by City 
University of New 
York board of trust-
ees to raise student 

tuition is unfair. Students 
are already paying a hefty 
amount and many of them 
have student loans, which 
are going to be difficult to 
repay.

Our college students 

today across the country 
are having a difficult time 
paying their tuition and 
student loans, and the re-
cession has contributed to 
this difficulty. Government 
at the local, state and fed-
eral levels need to come up 
with a plan that will ease 
the burden of high tuition 
and student loan payments 

for college students all 
across the country.

Education is critical to 
job placement for our stu-
dents. We need to prioritize 
our concerns regarding 
this important and critical 
issue.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

CORRECTIONS
In the Dec. 8 issue of the Forest Hills Ledger, the photo caption for the story on the 82nd Street Business 
Improvement District should have said Sharada Devi was fired by the BID’s board.

The article in the Dec. 8 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers about a Bangladeshi man’s immigration 
issues should have said that the detained man’s attorney said U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
has not presented evidence regarding his client’s arrest.

The story in the Dec. 1 edition of the Forest Hills Ledger about the Harlem couple arrested for taking away 
their eight children from the Forestdale foster care center should have said Shanel Nadal and Nephra 
Payne were released from jail for time served.
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T
he holiday party sea-
son is in full swing. 
The ones we were 
able to get to this 

week were all great in their 
own way. In the event that 
“great” is too strong a de-
scriptive adjective, they 
were at least interesting.

The Alley Pond En-
vironmental Center had 
its party at Terrace on the 
Park, which was beautiful-
ly decorated for the holiday 
season. It was listed as the 
“2011 Green Gala.”

It had two honorees. 
Kenneth D. Daly, the pres-
ident of National Grid New 
York. He received the Cor-

porate Friend of the Envi-
ronment Award. The Green 
Leadership Award was pre-
sented to Cas Holloway, 
the city’s deputy mayor for 
operations.

It was a lovely party 
with many Queens movers 
and shakers in attendance, 
including Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall, for-
mer state Sen. Frank Pada-

van and City Councilman 
Jim Gennaro. One of the 
interesting young guests 
was Rebecca Lynch, Judge 
Bernice Siegal’s daughter.

Congratulations to Re-
becca, as she has just been 
admitted to the state bar. 
Her date for the evening 
was Nicholas Roloson, the 
chief of Staff to state Assem-
blyman Michael Miller. 
Small world, isn’t it? Con-
gratulations, Rebecca!

TRIBCO Corp. held 
its annual holiday party at 
Douglaston Manor, which 

was also decorated beauti-
fully for the holidays. Some 
of its guests were District 
Attorney Dick Brown, 
David and Mark Weprin, 
Dan Halloran, Gary Ack-

erman and Jimmy Van 

Bramer. These were just 
a few of the elected offi-
cials who were guests and 
managed to stop in at one 
time or another during the 
course of the evening.

The Jefferson Demo-
cratic Club selected the Club 
House, at the Clearview 
Golf Club, as the site of its 
holiday soirée. The place 
was packed and everyone 
was in a party mood.

Mimi Burnham sat 
next to me at the bar, and 
while we shared a holiday 
drink together informed me 
that she and Cheryl Cum-

mings, her longtime part-
ner of more than 15 years, 
were married 11/11/11 at 11 
a.m. The presiding judge at 

the ceremony was Bernice 
Siegal. Again, more small-
world stuff. The reception 
was held at the Battery Gar-
dens in downtown Manhat-
tan.

Mimi said they had 
bought an apartment in the 
Cryder House and both are 
busy as can be renovating 
the place. Good luck, ladies, 
and I hope you have a long 
and happy life together.

In my estimation, first 
prize for the best party of 
the week has to go to Joe 

Crowley for his holiday 
bash at the Queens Hall of 
Science at Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park. The ros-
ter at that party was more 
than quite impressive: 
Chuck Schumer, Claire 

Shulman, Nettie Mayer-

sohn, Dick Brown, John 

Liu, Jimmy Van Bramer, 
Vito Lopez, Grace Meng, 
Danny Dromm, Mike 

Reich, Christine Quinn, 

Karen Koslowitz, Toby 

Stavisky, Debbie Markell, 
Matt Silverstein, David 

Weprin, Mike Niebauer 
and the list went on and 
on. We hated to leave that 
party, as it was really jump-
ing, but we had to toddle off 
to the next one.

Our last stop Sunday 
evening was the Bayside 
Historical Society’s annual 
holiday season party held 
at the old Officers Club in 
Fort Totten. It has one of 
the most beautiful Christ-
mas trees, which is more 
than 30 feet tall and deco-
rated within an inch of its 
life. Just looking at it puts 
you in a holiday spirit.

There were three hon-
orees this year: Mark Boc-

cia, of the Bourbon Street 
Cafe; Domenick Brucco-

leri, of Papazzio Restau-
rant; and Helen McDaniel, 
a member of the Bayside 
Historical Society.

One of my favorite 
chanteuses, Alexandra 

Dunne, gave a special per-
formance for the entertain-
ment of all the guests. Al-
exandra is also a longtime 
Bayside Historical Society 
trustee.

Alexandra, if you 
remember, sang “Unfor-
gettable” to Padavan at 
his celebration party last 
December at Leonard’s of 
Great Neck. That party was 
held to thank Frank for his 
38 years of service to his 
constituents. Her rendition 
helped make it an unforget-
table event. I was proud to 
have had the honor of host-
ing the party. It is hard to 
believe it was a year ago.

That’s it for this week.
I look forward to your 

voice mails at 718-767-6484, 
faxes at 718-746-0066 and e-
mails at deerrichard@aol.
com.

Till next week, Dee.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Boro pols and offi cials gravitate to Crowley holiday party

Third parties have long history of affecting election results

T
here has been recent 
speculation about the 
possibility of a third 
party, independent 

candidate entering the 2012 
presidential campaign. As 
we consider the results of 
these candidacies, they 
have never won a presiden-
tial election, but they have 
had a strong effect on the 
outcomes.

The most recent third 
party initiative was the 
candidacy of Ross Perot 
in 1992 and 1996. In 1992, 
Perot, in running against 
then-President George H.W. 
Bush and Bill Clinton, re-

ceived 19 percent of the 
vote, which seemed to help 
Bill Clinton win the elec-
tion.

Had Perot not been a 
candidate, most of that 19 
percent would have gone 
to Bush, thereby probably 
helping to re-elect him.

It must be said, howev-
er, that Clinton’s election in 
1992 was in part due to the 
presence of a third party 
candidate on the ballot. It 
should be noted that Perot 
spent $57 million of his own 
money on the campaign.

Four years later, in 
1996, Perot would run again 
as a third party candidate 
for president. In that race, 
he got only 8 percent of the 
total vote.

The 19 percent of the 
total national vote in 1992 
that Perot received was the 
largest percentage a third 
party presidential candi-

date received since Theo-
dore Roosevelt ran in 1912.

In that year, when 
Roosevelt was denied the 
Republican nomination for 
president, which went to 
incumbent President Wil-
liam Howard Taft, he in ef-
fect formed his own politi-
cal party, which was called 
the Progressive Party and 
sometimes referred to as 
the Bull Moose Party.

He ran against Demo-
crat Woodrow Wilson in 
addition to Taft. There was 
also a fourth party candi-
date that year: Socialist Eu-
gene Debs.

The election results 
gave Roosevelt more than 
27 percent of the vote — 
the largest ever for a third 
party candidate. He came 
in second place, defeating 
Taft, who got 23 percent of 
the vote.

Wilson won the presi-

dency that year with a plu-
rality of almost 42 percent 
of the vote. Socialist can-
didate Debs received 6 per-
cent of the total. Combining 
the total votes of Roosevelt 
and Taft within the Repub-
lican Party, the Republican 
candidate would probably 
have won that year if there 
had been no third party 
candidate, Wilson most 
likely would not have been 
elected.

From these elections 
in 1912 and 1992, we can see 
the influence third party 
candidates can have on na-
tional elections.

Three years ago, 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
almost ran for president 
as an independent. Had he 
done so, it is interesting to 
estimate how his candida-
cy would have affected the 
outcome of the 2008 elec-
tion, considering his huge 

financial resources.
There have been 

some recent reports that 
Bloomberg is again consid-
ering a presidential bid in 
2012. The issue arises over 
which candidate would 
benefit the most from his 
third party candidacy if he 
is able to get on the ballot in 
most states.

It would seem that his 
liberal views on social is-
sues would not be helpful to 
President Barack Obama, 
since Bloomberg would 
most likely attract liberal 
voters. The same could be 
true if an independent can-
didate with strong conser-
vative views ran. It could 
hurt the chances of who-
ever emerges as the Repub-
lican candidate.

A third party candida-
cy is one more element to be 
considered in the presiden-
tial election of 2012.

In another develop-
ment, new political district 
lines are redrawn every 10 
years, affecting congressio-
nal, state Senate and state 
Assembly districts. The 
new district lines have not 
been announced yet by the 
state Senate and Assembly 
committees working on it.

The word now is that 
we may not hear about the 
new district lines until 
February, one of the main 
reasons being that the leg-
islative leadership is con-
cerned about possible court 
challenges to the redrawn 
lines and wants to present 
the redrawn lines as late 
as possible to discourage 
court challenges.

This makes it difficult 
for possible candidates who 
want to run for office, since 
they do not know what ar-
eas will be contained in the 
new districts.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action
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13Do You Suffer from Type 2 Diabetes?

Winthrop-University Hospital Clinical Trials Center
is seeking volunteers who have been diagnosed with Type 2 Diabetes 
and are willing to participate in a clinical research study to see if an

investigational drug is safe and effective.

To be eligible for the study, you must:

� be 18 years old or older
� have been diagnosed with Diabetes Mellitus, Type 2, for at

least a year

If eligible, you will receive study-related medications 
and medical care at no cost you.  

You do not need health insurance to participate in the study.

For more information, call 516-663-9582 or
e-mail clinicaltrials@winthrop.org

Visit us online at:
www.winthrop.org/departments/clinical/ctn

Conveniently located 1/2 block from the LIRR in Mineola

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Straphangers Campaign charac-
terized the year 2011 as “the best of times 
and the worst of times” as far as events af-
fecting New York City subways and buses 
were concerned.

“Probably the biggest event of the year 
— Gov. Cuomo’s nominating Joseph Lhota 
as MTA chairman to replace former Chair-
man Jay Walder — ended up on neither 
the best nor worst list,” said Straphanger 
attorney Gene Russianoff for the transit 
advocacy agency.  “Instead, it fell into the 
‘too early to tell’ category.”

The group  named the following as the 
10 best city transit events of 2011:

1. No subway, bus or commuter fare 
hike after three years in a row of increas-
es.

2. Faster bus service arrived on the 
M34 Select bus featuring pre-board pay-
ment.

3. Some service cuts from 2010 were 
restored in 2011.

4. The MTA launched its Weekender 
website.

5. Riders can now track the location of 

some bus routes by cell phone.
6. In the shadow of the World Trade 

Center, the southbound Cortland Street 
station on the R line reopens.

7. The MTA adopted the 511 number 
for one-stop telephone help.

8. The $1 fee on the purchase of Metro-
Cards was postponed.

9. A pilot project brought cell phone 
service to six underground subway sta-
tions.

10. More countdown clocks appeared 
in subways.

The  top 10 worst in 2011:
1. The state slashed a net $100 million 

from dedicated transit operating funds.
2. The state Legislature voted excep-

tions to the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority payroll tax at an unknown cost 
to its riders.

3. MTA proposed taking on $7 billion 
of debt for capital projects (will it mean a 
fare hikes to pay it back?)

4. Aged trains on the C line will now 
stay in service until at least 2017.

5. The MTA went over budget and was 

Transit group lists its top 10 
best and worst events of 2011

Continued on Page 56
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At Brendan’s the goal has always been friendly, honest automotive 

maintenance and repairs at reasonable prices. We employ ASE 

Certified Technicians and provide up to date repair information and 

equipment to keep your vehicles running perfectly. 

 COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR AND 

MAINTENANCE CENTER

15 Whitestone acres on block in boro’s biggest sale
BY JOE ANUTA

Whitestone residents are 
wary after a prime piece of real 
estate hit the market last week 
that offers developers a crack at 
the largest residentially zoned 
vacant property in Queens, but a 
lawmaker set up legal barricades 
to guard against overdevelopment 
years ago.

The 15-acre property, at 151-
45 6th Road, is approved for 52 
single-family homes, according 
to Stephen Preuss, of Massey 
Knakal Realty Services.

Pruess’ company is current-
ly accepting offers on the site and 
has received dozens of bites from 
both local and national develop-
ers, he said, although he would 
not divulge how much the origi-
nal mortgage was worth.

The area was formerly a 
trucking depot that was also used 
to store industrial materials, 
according to Preuss, and some-
where along the line the soil was 
contaminated and the area was 
declared a brownfield site.

Bayrock Group, a Manhat-

tan-based developer, was the last 
owner of the site and performed 
remediation on the toxic soil.

Bayrock still has a rendering 
on its website from 2005 showing 
the 52 homes and public park it 
planned to build before a bank 
began foreclosure proceedings on 

the property several years ago, 
Preuss said.

Bayrock Group’s develop-
ment plan for the property, which 
it estimated carried a pricetag of 
between $100 million to $200 mil-
lion back in 2008, was approved 
by Community Board 7, Borough 

President Helen Marshall and ul-
timately the City Council Land 
Use Committee.

But Alfredo Centola, presi-
dent of the Malba Gardens Civic 
Association, said now that the 
property was on the market, he 
was concerned about increased 
traffic in the neighborhood and 
the impact on local schools, which 
he said are overcrowded as it is.

“As we speak, there is a need 
for another school or an expan-
sion,” he said. “What’s going to 
happen with all these new devel-
opments going on?”

Centola hopes that any devel-
oper that moves in builds respon-
sibly.

Luckily for him, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) also had 
concerns about the impact of de-
velopment on the community 
when plans were first proposed 
to build on the property several 
years ago.

Avella was a councilman in 
2008 and sat on the Land Use Com-
mittee, where he oversaw the suc-
cessful rezoning of the area for 52 
homes when developers wanted to 

build more.
One plan pitched to him 

called for 400 units in multi-fam-
ily dwellings.

Avella called the decision 
to go with single-family homes, 
which would complement the 
neighborhood’s existing char-
acter, a move that would set the 
precedent for the other projects 
down the line.

“We felt the end result was 
a landmark decision that would 
influence future developments,” 
he said.

Because of what Avella called 
a hard-fought battle to keep the 
housing stock less dense, he said 
any developer that purchases 
the property with ulterior plans 
should take heed.

“If they want to change that 
plan, they will get a huge fight 
from the community and from 
the [Department of City Plan-
ning],” he said.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

An official for Bayrock Group presents a plan to Community Board 7 for luxury 
housing in 2008.
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16 Avella pushes city to rein in horse carriages
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) said a recent 
string of highly publicized 
accidents in Manhattan 
involving horse-drawn 
carriages demonstrates 
the need to ban the indus-
try from operating in New 
York City.

In 2011, there have 
been seven carriage horse 
incidents investigated by 
the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, which regulates 
the industry in Central 
Park. In the most recent, 
a horse fell two weeks ago 
while being driven with 
four passengers. The horse 
was examined by its vet-
erinarian and inspected by 
the ASPCA, and has been 
cleared to return to work.

“This issue is clearly 
coming to a head just be-
cause of a number of acci-
dents reported lately,” the 
senator said. “The industry 

is trying to be on its best 
behavior and it’s still hap-
pening.”

As a city council mem-
ber, Avella sponsored a bill 
calling for a ban on the in-
dustry in New York City. In 
May, he introduced a simi-
lar bill in the Senate, and 
state Assemblywoman Lin-
da Rosenthal (D-Manhat-
tan) introduced a compan-
ion bill in the Assembly.

Eva Hughes, a Bayside 
resident and constituent 
of Avella’s, is also the vice 
president of the Horse and 
Carriage Association of 
New York, and sharply dis-
agrees with the senator.

“Sen. Avella has been 
made aware of our stellar 
safety record. He can say 
it’s dangerous all he wants 
all day long. The fact is, sta-
tistically, our industry is 
the safest equine pursuit,” 
she said. “With only three 
deaths in 30 years, it’s not a 
good record; it’s an extraor-
dinary record.”

Hughes said she esti-
mates about half a dozen 
owners and drivers live in 
Bayside.

“Tony Avella should 
hang his head in shame 
for wanting to put working 
families out of business,” 
she said.

Avella’s bill does not 
have any co-sponsors, but 

he believes that after years 
of trying the tide of public 
opinion is finally turning 
in his favor.

“Once the [legislative] 
session begins again in 
January, I’m going to lobby 
my colleagues in the Senate 
and put together a lobbying 
day for the animal rights 
groups,” he said.

Avella said the indus-
try is inherently detrimen-
tal to the animals’ health in 
a modern metropolis.

“The ASPCA said ear-
lier ... that there’s no way 
for the industry to operate 
in Midtown traffic and not 
be cruel to animals,” he 
said. The city [Department 
of Health], on its website, 
has a training manual for 
drivers of horse carriages 
and in one section  it lists 
the number of things that 
can spook a horse, like air 
brakes on a truck and horns 
honking. That happens ev-
ery second in Midtown.”

In response to the most 
recent accident, Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg defended 
the practice.

“Carriage horses have 
traditionally been a part 
of New York City,” he said. 
“The tourists love them, 
and we’ve used from time 
immemorial animals to 
pull things. They are well-
treated, and we’ll continue 

to make sure that they are 
well-treated.”

Avella disagreed with 
that line of reasoning.

“The mayor doesn’t 
know what he’s talking 
about. They didn’t always 
exist. The horse carriage 
industry as we know it to-
day started in 1935, and it 
was only in the late 1990s 
that they could go beyond 
Central Park. To say it’s al-
ways existed is to be oblivi-
ous,” he said.

The senator also dis-
agreed with the mayor’s 
implication that the indus-
try should be preserved for 
the sake of increased tour-
ism.

“This is the stupidest 
statement. You’re not go-
ing to tell me that someone 
from Europe or California 
is not going to come if we 
ban horse carriages? That’s 
just an insult to everything 
else New York City has to 
offer,” he said.

A horse pulls a carriage down a Midtown Manhattan street.
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Our sages teach us not to separate 
ourselves from the community.

����������	

	����������	���	������	����������
�������	�
����������������	��������	���������������	�����
��������
������	�������
������������������	��	���

����	�������������
������������	������ �������������������
���������!
�������	����������������!!	��	��������	�����
	������������
�	�����	��������
������������

���������������������
����������

����������	�
���������	
�������	�����������������
���������������� �!!"#$$%���&

'(�����)�	*������)�	(��+�*�+��,-���(�
�.����������/+�	-�

��(��0����1(2�3-��	(

111�')),#$$%���&

����������	

	����������	���	������	���������
���*���4�1�5��6�7*�*��8�&�(��*-��2�*���'(�����)�	*������
)�	(��+�*�+��,-���(���	�
��(��0����1(2�3-��	(2�1�(��(�
*���9*�	���*(�*����*��	����1��!���	&�&����	����(���	�
,�1�(���������(��	*���-��!�	&��&�*��	��:�����6����1����*���
�����*-	�*��(�����1��(����	&2�����	�	&��	��!������*�	&�*���
�-�����	&����������!�!����+�	*(�1�*����-�

���������������������
����������

����������	�
���������	
�������	�������������.�$
���������������� �!!"#$$%���&

'(�����)�	*������)�	(��+�*�+��,-���(�
�.����������/+�	-�

��(��0����1(2�3-��	(
������������

111�')),#$$%���&

Classic Tall
Chocolate, Navy, 
Grey, Chestnut, 
Sand & Black

Classic Short 
Chocolate, grey, chestnut, black,

 sand, green, red & navy

Wide Widths

Layaways 
& Gift 

Certificates

Apollo Comfort Shoes & Shoe Repair 
 

Bailey Button 
Triple

Chocolate, 
Chestnut, Grey, 
Green, Black

These styles for 
women and kids.

Wide 
Widths

UGG Slipper 
Ugg Slippers 

for men, women 
and kids

sale items excluded

$

$

Adirondack
 womens

Butte  
For men 
and kids

WATERPROOF!

UGG 
Accessories

Earmuffs, Hats, 
Gloves and Bags

UGG Multi Logo
Rain Boot

Black, blue
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18 Eastern Queens civics want unifi ed election districts
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Once every 10 years, 

the jigsaw puzzle that con-
tains legislative election 
district boundaries gets re-
defined — the result often 
more a mosaic than a por-
trait of the neighborhoods 
those districts represent.

This time around civic 
leaders in eastern Queens 
are saying they have 
learned the lessons from 
past battles and are plan-
ning to make their message 
loud and clear: The neigh-
borhoods of Glen Oaks , Flo-
ral Park, New Hyde Park, 
Bellerose and Queens Vil-
lage should be joined in one 
state Assembly district.

“What unites these 
neighborhoods is the fact 
that everyone sees them-
selves as united,” said Ali 
Najmi, 27, who has spent 
his entire life as a resident 
of Glen Oaks Village. “The 
civics work together; we go 
to each others’ meetings. 
We have a shared police 
precinct and shared school 

district.”
In the state Senate, 

the northern part of the 
borough along the Nassau 
County border is represent-
ed by one district: the 11th. 

But when it comes to the As-
sembly, Districts 24, 26 and 
33 divide the area among 
three Assembly members.

“Anytime you’re not 
united, anytime you’re 

chopped up among districts, 
it dilutes your power to vote 
together,” Najmi said. “Leg-
islators serve the hearts of 
their districts. This area is 
not in the heart of any As-
sembly district.”

More than 10 civic 
groups have joined togeth-
er under the banner East-
ern Queens United, which 
is demanding that the state 
Legislative Task Force on 
Demographic Research and 
Reapportionment unite the 
neighborhoods in a single 
Assembly district when it 
makes its recommenda-
tions on district lines to the 
state Legislature early next 
year. The group also seeks 
to resolve the division of 
the neighborhood between 
the 5th and 6th congressio-
nal districts.

“I think previously the 
community was not really 
aware of the process. Redis-
tricting is a super insider 
game,” Najmi said. “We 
want to make people aware 
of what redistricting is and 
why it is important.”

Najmi said that in the 
past, the community was 
not made aware of the re-
districting process.

“Ten years ago this 
community was the path of 
least resistance,” he said. 
“We have to ask ourselves 
what we are going to do 
differently than in years 
past.”

Eastern Queens Unit-
ed is planning to organize 
a town hall meeting and 
public rally in January and 
will call on Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo to veto any proposal 
that divides the neighbor-
hoods.

Although gerryman-
dered districts are drawn 
to suit political agendas, 
the group insists its mo-
tives are apolitical.

“We must make sure 
that our communities are 
not divided for political pur-
poses,” Glen Oaks Village 
President Bob Friedrich 
wrote in a statement. “This 
issue is not about endors-
ing any candidate or politi-
cal party.”

“Our objective is to 
make sure that whoever 
is elected to represent our 
community understands 
that our concerns are 
backed up by tens of thou-
sands of voters,” he wrote. 
“We will not accept district 
lines that slice and dice us 
as if we are on some legisla-
tive committee’s chopping 
block.”

City Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens), whose district 
represents the entire area, 
used to hold the 24th Dis-
trict Assembly seat. He said 
he agrees the state should 
focus on trying to unify 
communities.

“It keeps neighbor-
hoods strong and united. 
I’m glad local people are 
trying to get that done in 
Queens,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
More than two weeks 

after a pre-Thanksgiving 
power surge toasted house-
hold electrical appliances 
and  computer systems, 
many Douglaston-area res-
idents still have a bad taste 
in their mouths.

“Were you affected by 
the November 23 electricity 
surge?” reads a sign posted 
by the Douglas Manor As-
sociation at the corner of 
Douglaston Parkway and 
West  Drive, complete with 
illustrations and instruc-
tions to contact the DMA 
office.

Jamie Sutherland, the 
association’s secretary, 
said the association posted 
the sign after receiving 
numerous calls from resi-
dents asking what exactly 
had happened to cause 
appliances ranging from 
computers to refrigerators 
to burn out, and what to do 

about it.
“The manor is a small 

town. Once something 
happens here, everybody 
knows. Once we started 
getting calls, we put things 
together and figured out 
there was a problem that’s 
bigger than just every-
body’s individual homes,” 
she said.

What started out as 
just a few calls from Shore 
Road expanded to include 
most of the neighborhood, 
Sutherland said, from the 
Manor Apartments and 
Doug Bay, all the way up to 
the point and back down to 
Hillside Avenue.

“The damage ran the 
whole gamut. Some busi-
nesses lost computer sys-
tems,” she said. “There 
was one senior man who 
lives alone who went three 
days without electricity 
and his heating system was 
knocked out and he had to 
go stay with his daughter.”

A spokesman for Con 
Edison told TimesLedger 
Newspapers the power 
surge was caused by a prob-
lem with an electrical cable, 
and all claims submitted to 
the legal department would 

be reviewed. Residential 
and commercial claim 
forms can be downloaded 
at coned.com/customer-
central/lawclaims.asp and 
mailed to Thomas Kojes, 
Room 1820, 4 Irving Place, 

New York, NY, 10003.
Sutherland said some 

residents called Con Ed 
and had received an expla-
nation and instructions on 
submitting claims, but the 
agency had issued no for-

mal response to the com-
munity about what hap-
pened.

“Some members of the 
community think it’s irre-
sponsible. Some kind of ex-
planation should be given,” 
she said.

The association was 
sending out an e-mail blast 
to residents urging them 
to contact Con Ed on their 
own, and Sutherland said 
the civic group would send 
a certified letter asking for 
an official explanation that 
could be circulated to the 
community.

Community Board 11 
District Manager Susan 
Seinfeld said she planned 
to discuss the issue with 
Con Ed at a regular agency 
meeting scheduled  for this 
week.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

A sign posted by the Douglas Manor Association calls for those who were affected by a pre-Thanks-
giving power surge to contact its office. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Douglaston residents kept in dark after surge

Civic groups in eastern Queens would like to see their neighbor-
hoods, now split between state Assembly Districts 24, 26 and 33, 
united in one district.
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$100 OFF
Eyeglasses

plus FREE 2nd Pair
Includes EYE EXAM

$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with 
clear plastic, single vision lenses +/- 4 sph., 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, 
sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends: 4/30/10.

Buy now pay later, 

0% interest free financing.
See store for details.

We Are GVS Providers.
Most Union and Vision Plans Accepted.

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses

plus FREE 2nd Pair
Includes EYE EXAM

Bay Terrace Shopping Center
211-51 26th Ave. - Bayside 

Business Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10am-7pm; Thurs. 10am-8pm; Fri. 10am-6pm; Sat. 10am-6pm; Sun. 11am-6pm
DOCTORS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS

BTBTBT

Clearsoft® brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any other 
offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Offer ends: 4/30/10
Clearsoft® brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any other offers, 
sales, vision plans or packages. Offer ends:12-31-1112-31-11

11-30-11

12-31-11
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up the smartphone of one 
of his aides. “[They] have 
changed our lives forever.”

Sherman himself car-
ries an aging Motorola 
Razr — all the rage in 2004 
 — and lamented the amount 
of time he devotes to meter-
ing out discipline the hand-
held gizmos.

Smartphones are 
constantly being stolen or 
students are using them to 
document fights and then 
post the footage online. 
Some youngsters have even 
been using lightning-fast 
technology to wage proxy 
wars after school.

Sherman calls them 
“roving fights.” While they 
start traditionally enough, 
like an argument between 
two people, once the heated 
parties go their separate 
ways, technology takes 
over.

Students will take a 
picture of the person they 
are fighting with. When 
that unsuspecting person 

arrives at a bus stop or bo-
dega, he or she might be at-
tacked by other youngsters 
who have received a text 
message or even a picture 
of the person with orders to 
ambush.

“We’re in a shifting 
world,” Sherman said. “It 
has become flatter and 
smaller.”

But the problems Sher-
man faces are intertwined 
with the other schools in 
the area: Flushing and 
John Bowne high schools, 
IS 189 and PS 20 and 24. 
Many of the students min-
gle at bus stops and in the 
nearby commercial strip 
on Kissena Boulevard.

He called a meeting 
with educators, civic lead-
ers and the NYPD Friday 
to tackle some after-school 
hijinks the NYPD cannot 
always be on hand to police. 
He said that various groups 
might not trust each other 
or  share information oth-
erwise.

“Let’s build some trust 
and now we can establish 
communication,” he said.

Along with officers 
from the 109th Precinct, 

who said their school safe-
ty officers will respond 
to thefts and crimes, are 
stretched thin as it is, repre-
sentatives from the Muslim 
Center Elementary School, 
PS 20 and Community Edu-
cation Council District 25 
gave their input on how to 
foster more communica-
tion between schools.

Sherman suggested 
exchanging yearbooks an-
nually. If a certain student 
from a neighboring school 
is causing trouble, then the 
yearbook can be used like a 
dossier to identify the prob-

lematic student. 
But adult victims of 

rowdy students, which Sgt. 
Brian McGowen of the 
109th Precinct stressed are 
a small minority of most 
Flushing youngsters, were 
also on hand to air griev-
ances.

Shop owners com-
plained that students steal 
from their stores, deliber-
ately knock over shelves 
and sometimes brazenly 
drink down a beverage and 
throw the empty bottle on 
the floor.

Representatives from 
state Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
the Queensboro Hills Civic 
Association, the Queens 
Botanical Garden and the 
Holly Civic Association 
were also on hand.

Sherman said the 
meeting was designed to 
create a coalition of schools 
while the problems are still 
relatively minor.

“The idea is to start 
building something on a 
very small scale,” he said. 
“Before we have a problem, 
let’s do something proac-
tive.”

the state of their schools, 
he also conceded the city 
must operate on a limited 
budget.

Gutierrez told the few 
parents at the meeting that 
the authority does not have 
the money to repair every 
school in the district.

In June 2009, the city 
had originally adopted a 
citywide 2010-14 capital 
plan of $11.3 billion — $2 
billion short of the previ-
ous plan, according to the 
city Department of Educa-
tion. And three subsequent 
amendments have reduced 
it even further.

Rising construction 
costs and a growing stu-
dent population combined 

with aging infrastructure 
have also cut the author-
ity’s power to make repairs, 
the DOE said.

When parents and 
board members inquired 
about capital improvements 
at last week’s meeting, Guti-
errez said different tiers of 
capital projects exist. For 
minor repairs, the janito-
rial staff at the school has a 
budget to contract out work 
like patching leaks.

For non-structural 
needs like libraries or com-
puters, schools can appeal 
to a local city council mem-
ber for funds that are allo-
cated yearly.

But for large-scale 
projects like brickwork or 
roofs, the authority takes 
the worse cases first, the 
DOE said.

And according to one 
board member, this means 

that a school with signifi-
cant damage might not be 
repaired for years if there 
are other schools in worse 
shape.

The authority’s plan 
called for several million-
dollar improvements at 
schools around District 25.

JHS 168, at 158-40 76 
Road, is slated to receive 
$13 million total in im-
provements, according to 
DOE documents.

A new science lab was 
started in 2011, and the 
school will get other struc-
tural upgrades in 2012, ac-
cording to the DOE.

PS 154 is set to receive 
a total of $8 million in 
structural and electrical 
improvements, and a new 
addition to PS 29 is slated 
to open next year, the DOE 
said.

Continued from Page 1

Security
Continued from Page 1

Shooting

Continued from Page 2

CEC 25

Benjamin Sherman, principal of 
East West School, hopes to es-
tablish more communication 
between schools, community 
groups and the police. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

like a nice couple,” said 
friend Maple Dong, who 
lives in the same building 
as Young and sat on the 
condo board with her. “It’s 
bizarre.”

Dong had talked with 
Young Saturday afternoon, 
about seven hours before 
her death.

The two discussed 
condo business for about 
two hours, and Young ap-
peared completely normal, 
Dong said.

She had even revealed 
that her husband, Cash, 
had already splurged on an 
expensive Louis Vuitton 
purse ahead of the holidays, 
according to Dong.

“He was very caring,” 
Dong said of Cash, who she 
added is a retired cop who 
worked in Harlem.

But Saturday after-
noon, Cash was led out of 
the 107th Precinct in cuffs.

On the night of the in-
cident, neighbors said they 
heard arguing and then a 

loud noise as the shots were 
fired, though Dong said 
she had never seen the two 
fight.

“They were cool to 
each other,” she said.

Young did not work for 
the NYPD like her husband, 
but her job as an agent 
in the state Department 
of Taxation and Finance 
sometimes resembled a 
primetime television crime 
show.

In documents from a 
2008 U.S. Eastern District 
case, Young gave testimony 
about staking out a ciga-
rette smuggling operation 
out of the Poospatuck In-
dian Reservation in Long 
Island.

Other court docu-
ments from the Eastern 
District describe a woman 
approaching Young to be-
come an informant for the 
department.

Neighbors described 
Young as a kind woman 
who was always helpful 
when dealing with prob-
lems at the condo.

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...
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DOROTHY MATINALE - BROKER/OWNER
SERVING THE  COMMUNITY FOR OVER 15 YEARS

“THE ONLY STOP FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS”

718-279-4800
RESERVATIONS 

S RD

STATION REALTY
of DOUGLASTON

REDUCED Lovely 3BR 1.5BTH Colonial with Full Finished 
Basement and Storage Attic. Detached Garage. Patio. Hardwood 

Floors Throughout. Move-In Condition! Quiet Street. 
School District #26 ...$699,000

Spacious 1 BR Corner Unit on High Floor with Great Views. 

Beautiful Hardwood Floors in this Sunny and Airy Corner Unit. 

Olympic Size Pool, Tennis Courts, and Laundry Facilities. Close 

To Express Bus to NYC, Shopping and Park…. $149,999

SCAN HERE 
FOR DETAILED 
INFORMATION

BAYSIDE CO-OP

School District #26, Smoking Allowed, 
Pet Friendly (Cats Only), 2 BR Lower, Beautiful 

Renovated Kit/Bath, W/I Closet in Master, W/D & 
Storage Unit, Parking…$239,999

REDUCED 4BR, 1 Full BTH, 2 Half BTH Triplex. EIK 
w/ Sliding Door to Patio. Garage. Near Express/Local Bus and 

Shopping. School District 26 … $588,000

Charming 4 BR, 1.5 BTH Colonial with Original Tin Ceilings and 
Pumpkin Pine Floors. Enclosed Porch and 2 Car Detached Garage. 

7,800 Square Foot Lot. 2 Blocks to LIRR …$789,000

DOUGLASTON CO-OPS

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.DOUGLASTON CONDO

63-37 DOUGLASTON PKY
DOUGLASTON COLONIAL

38-60 DOUGLASTON PKWY FLUSHING COLONIAL

  

 Station Realty proudly supports the Douglaston Village Chamber of Commerce

Gym, Laundry & 1 Block to LIRR 
Large Renovated 1BR w/Terrace And New Kitchen ... $308,000

2BR w/Updated Kitchen ... $245,000 
2BR Beautiful Parkview … $286,000

 2BR Beautifully Renovated w/ Terrace … $339,000
REDUCED 2BR Overlooking Park ... $259,000 & $239,000

DOUGLASTON CO-OPS

OPEN HOUSE 

SUNDAY 1:00–3:00PM

OPEN HOUSE 

SATURDAY 12:00–2:00PM

One Block to LIRR. Pet Friendly (Dogs Welcome).
2BR Lower Sunny Corner Unit, W/D, EIK…$274,000

LITTLE NECK CO-OPDOUGLASTON RANCH

GREAT OPPORTUNITY!!!
3BR, 1.5BTH Ranch w/ Big Backyard. 
Finished Basement. Private Driveway. 

Close to Shops & Transportation

NEW LISTING



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, D

EC
. 1

5-
21

, 2
01

1 

NE

22

BY IVAN PEREIRA

Marvin Gilkes lived 
his life by always trying 
to help the people closest 
to him, according to his 
friends and family.

During the 36-year-
old man’s funeral in St. 
Albans Dec. 7 , members of 
the congregation said they 
would continue his legacy 
of kindness and make sure 
that the violence that took 
his life would be stopped. 
Gilkes, who was buried in 
his native Trinidad over 
the weekend, was killed on 
the Q111 bus Dec. 2 when a 
gunman opened fire at pas-
sengers.

Some of the mourn-
ers expressed frustration 
that he died just because 
he was at the wrong place 
at the wrong time.  But the 
Rev. Lois Stewart, who pre-
sided over the service at the 
J. Foster Phillips Funeral 
Home, told Gilkes’ loved 
ones that their faith has 

taught them that God has a 
reason for everything that 
happens in life.

“We look to the lord,” 
she said. “Lord, we look to 
you for your strength and 
comfort.”

Gilkes had lived in 
Rochdale village for the 
last 10 months with his wife 
Alisia and her two sons, 
Randy and Christopher. He 
had moved to Queens from 
the Caribbean after he 
married Alisia, whom he 
had known since they were 
children, and was studying 
nursing at Queensborough 
Community College.

The widow remained 
silent during the service, 
but several of the more than 
100 people who attended the 
funeral expressed their 
support and fond memories 
of her husband.

Gilkes, who had two 
siblings and several nieces 
and nephews, served as a 
police officer in Trinidad 
for 16 years and New York’s 

finest paid tribute to his 
service with an NYPD bag-
piper playing before the 
service started.

Steve Hines, who 
served with Gilkes in the 
Trinidadian police force, 
said his friend always was 
in high spirits despite the 
dangers he faced.

“To know what kind of 
policeman he was and the 
life he lived ... it was not 
easy,” he said as his voice 
broke.

Sharon Mohammed, 
a family friend of Marvin 
and Alisia Gilkes, had not 
known the slain man as 
long as his police partner, 
but she said her life benefit-
ed from his generosity. She 
recalled how he and Alisia 
helped her when she lost 
her husband and through 
their support she was able 

to regain her equilibrium.
“I know you’re sitting 

up there smiling and laugh-
ing and bopping my hus-
band on the head telling 
him, ‘Your wife is OK,’” the 
teary-eyed mourner said.

Mohammed, like many 
of the other mourners, said 
they were still in shock at 
the events that unfolded on 
the Q111 bus.

Police contend Damel 
Burton, 34, of the Baisley 
Houses, killed Gilkes by 
shooting him in the back 
of the head and also shot 
Jajuan Lipsey in the face 
while they were riding in 
the back of the bus Friday. 
Gilkes died at the scene 
while Lipsey survived.

Burton allegedly 
murdered Keith Murrell, 
the 18-year-old son of his 
girlfriend, hours before he 
boarded the bus inside the 
apartment building where 
he, Murrell and his girl-
friend lived, according to 
investigators.

Alisia Gilkes closes her eyes as 
her husband’s coffin is carried 
out of the funeral home. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Friends and family mourn death of Q111 victim
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The Better Way!

Better Price!
Better Selection!
Better Service!

Limited Supply Of 2011 Cadillac, Buick & GMC Models Available At Incredible Savings!
Plus, Ask About 0% Financing For 72 Months.†† Hurry, Sale Ends Soon!

720NorthernBlvd,Great Neck
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

North Bay Cadillac Celebrates Its 5th Consecutive Year
as New York State’s Largest Cadillac Dealer!

All offers, add tax & reg. fees, Based on tier one credit. Primary lender approval. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear. Lacrosse/Acadia, $995 down, $695 bank fee & $395 termination fee. Acadia Residual $18,405.90, Lacrosse -$13,921.60. No security deposit required. 12k miles per yr.,18c
thereafter. Customer Cash Rebate & Lease Conquest ( Must be a non GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) : Lacrosse $6,550 & Acadia $4,075 included in advertised prices. Primary lender approval, Add tax & reg fees, plus CTS ( Ally Bank ) $1,890 down / SRX ( GM Financial
) $1,690 down, bank fee included, SRX $350 termination fee, CTS $0 termination fee, CTS 10K / SRK 12k miles per yr. 30c thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. Residual Value ( CTS $20,976.80 & SRX $23,948.10 ) . Customer Cash Rebate & Lease Conquest ( Must be
a non GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) : CTS $7,100 & SRX $3,225 ( +$2,500 additional on residual for buy out ) included in advertised prices.†† Must have excellent credit, in lieu of rebates. Best Price: Based on primary lender approval. In stock vehicles. Model for
model, option for option. Must present bonafide written order from authorized new car competitor. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 12-21-11.

BUICK

No1st Payment&NoSecurityOnBuickGMCLeases!

CadillacCelebrates It̓ s NewEdition...

BUICK

Acadias&Terrains
In Stock

For Immediate
Delivery,

ThisWeekend!

in Great Neck!

“You Don’t Have To
Pay More... To Shop In Great Neck!”

in Great Neck!

2012 GMC
ACADIA AWD SL
Remote vehicle starter,
Leather steering wheel
with controls, Bluetooth
and much more!
MSRP $36,090

LEASE FOR

$289
*

per month 39 months

2012 BUICK
LACROSSE
Convenience Group
With “E Assist”
A Class Leading 36 MPG
Highway, Auto Transmission,
Rear Airbags And More!
MSRP $31,640
LEASE FOR

$259
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC
CTS AWD

6 Speed Automatic, 1yr. Onstar,
Turn By Turn Navigation MSRP $40,340

LEASE FOR

$289
*

per month 36 months

2012 CADILLAC
SRX FWD

3.6L V6 Improved Horsepower and
Gas Mileage! 6 Speed Automatic, 1yr.

Onstar, Turn By
Turn Navigation
MSRP $40,940
LEASE FOR

$349
*

per month 36 months

LUXURY EDITION

2011-2012CadillacModels IncludeComplimentaryCadillac PremiumCareMaintenance.
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*Spend $50 or more pre-tax at a participating retailer, or spend $50 or more pre-tax and pre-tip at a participating restaurant. **Only printed, dated, original register receipt for 
purchases made between Thursday, November 24, 2011 and Friday, December 23, 2011 are eligible. Minimum $50 purchase must appear on one receipt. ***Limit one pair of tickets 
per household. Tickets are selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. Tickets are valued at up to $220 per pair, and will be mailed by January 27, 2012.

Every Shopper Gets FREE Show or Sports Tickets...
Just For Sending In Your Receipt!

1. Spend at least $50 at any of 
   the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
   retailers or restaurants listed 
   on the page at right.* 

2. Fill out the coupon on the 
   following page and attach 
   your original, dated, printed 
   register receipt.**

3. Mail the coupon and receipt
   in to us by December 28, 2011 
   to receive

  YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO 

  AN EVENT LISTED HERE!***

How To Get Your Free Tickets

SistasTheMusical.comLoveLossOnstage.comMySinatra.com

StompOnline.com Islanders.NHL.com VocaPeopleNYC.com GazillionBubbleShow.com
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ATTACH YOUR ORIGINAL PRINTED AND DATED REGISTER RECEIPT FOR A MINIMUM OF $50 AND MAIL TO: CNG SHOP-N-GO / 
1 MetroTech North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201. Mailed coupons must be postmarked by 12/28/11 and received by 1:00 pm on 
1/4/12. Limit one complimentary pair of tickets per household. Tickets selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while 
supplies last. Open to legal residents of the state of New York, age 18 or older. Void where prohibited. Receipt must be attached 
to original newspaper coupon to be eligible for promotion (no reproductions). Keep a copy of your receipt for your records.
       Yes. I want to receive messages from the Community Newspaper Group (CNG) and its business partners about their 
products, services and future promotions. I understand that my personal information may be shared with business partners 
of CNG for this purpose. Communications on privacy policy should be addressed to:  
Privacy Officer, CNG/New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY  10036.

FIRST NAME, LAST NAME.............................................................................................
ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................
APT, CITY, STATE, ZIP......................................................................................................
DAYTIME PHONE..............................................................................................................
EVENING PHONE..............................................................................................................
E-MAIL ADDRESS.............................................................................................................
.BIRTHDATE (MM/DD/YYYY)............................................................................................
IN WHICH CNG PUBLICATION DID YOU SEE THIS AD?.........................................................
TO WHICH RETAILER/RESTAURANT DID YOU GO?..............................................................
PICK YOUR TICKETS
1ST CHOICE........................    2ND CHOICE........................    3RD CHOICE........................
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BRONX
900 Park
900 Morris Park Ave
Bronx NY 10462
718-892-3830

Barinos Market 
3244 Ampere Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-828-9200

Big Three Wines
and Liquors
3824 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-824-9390

Caputo Jewelry
900 Morris Park Ave.
Bronx NY 10462
718-829-5815

Cestra Pizza
3617 E. Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10465
718-518-7900

Conti’s Bakery
786 Morris Park Ave.
Bronx NY 10462
718-239-9339

Crosby Pet Center
1626 Crosby Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-822-6900

Crosstown Diner
2880 Bruckner Boulevard
Bronx, NY 10465
718-597-3450

Fiorino Jewelry
1978 Williamsbridge Rd.
Bronx NY 10461
212-840-7520

La Salle Bakery
3139 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-823-4218

LJI Jewelry
3021 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-931-1932

Papa John’s Pizza
(E. Tremont Avenue 
Location Only)
3361 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-518-PAPA

Security Drugs
3419 Boston Road
Bronx, NY 10469
718-654-6974

Silberman Army & Navy
1847 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10472
718-792-7421

Spotos
4005 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-828-5613

Tosca Marquis
4038 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-239-3300 

Wicked Wolf
4029 East Trenont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-829-4400

QUEENS
3D Furniture
17816 104th Ave
Jamaica, NY 11433
(718) 657-7828

Aunt Bella’s 
Restaurant
46-19 Marathon Parkway
Little Neck, NY 11362
718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Baby Ray’s Steak & 
Seafood Grill 
13-46 127TH Street
College Point, NY  11356
(917) 563-5352

Bel Mondo 
Restaurant
79-32 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village 11379
718-894-1020, 718-894-1024
www.Belmondorestaurant.com

Bourbon Street Cafe
40-12 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside , NY 11361
718-224-2200
Facebook, Twitter

Cascon Baking 
Company
7-04 149th Street
Whitestone, NY  11357
(718) 767-5700
www.casconcheesecake.com

Courts Caribbean
Electronics, Appliances 
& Furniture
89-56 165th Street
Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 291-1333
www.courtscaribbean.com

Elegant Jewelry
45-31B Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY  11360
(718) 225-5000
www.elegantjewelryny.com

Giardino 
Restaurant
44-37 Douglaston Parkway
Douglaston, NY 11363
718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

House Of Holidays
90-02 Atlantic Avenue
Ozone Park N.Y. 11416
718-848-8882
718-3220737
www.houseofholidaysny.com

Leiser’s Liquors
41-30 162nd Street
Flushing, NY  11358
(718) 359-3106
www.leisersliquors.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Express-

way
Bayside, NY  11364
(718) 224-2536
www.litalianotrattoriany.com

Maria’s Seafood & Grill
38-11 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 279-1606
www.mariasonbell.com

OKG Jewelry
248-25  Northern Bouleavrd
LITTLE NECK, NY 11362
718-423-2526
Little Neck Plaza 
Shopping Center

Universal Electronics
170-08 Jamaica Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11432
(718)725-1335

NASSAU
Bob’s Restaurant
230 Jericho Turnpike 
Floral Park, NY 11001
516-354-8185
bob@bobsny.com

Joseph Anthony’s 

Fine Jewelry
569 Plandome Road
Manhasset, NY  11030
www.ligoldbuyer.com

Official Participating BRONX & QUEENS Retailers & Restaurants

For a complete list of official participants, including Brooklyn, 
visit www.bxtimes.com/shopngo

or www.timesledger.com/shopngo

Look for advertising from our 
participating retailers and restaurants 

in your local CNG Newspapers

B R O N X TimesReporter
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Lifeguards Wanted
Call 311* or visit www.nyc.gov/parks. Men  

and women ages 16 and up. Paid training if  

hired. Full-time seasonal work at City 

beaches and pools. Minimum starting salary 

approx. $13.50/hour.

*Outside NYC call (212) NEW-YORK. NYC 

Parks is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Take the Lifeguard Qualifying Test  
and make a splash by becoming a  
NYC Parks Lifeguard!

instrument in the theft of 
nearly $30,000 that was set 
aside for Parent Workshop 
Inc., which operates out of 
southeast Queens, the at-
torney general said.

“The charges an-
nounced today send a 
strong message that those 
who abuse their positions 
to rip off taxpayers will be 
prosecuted,” Schneider-
man said in a statement.

Two other Parent 
Workshop associates, David 
R. Gantt and Roger N. Scot-
land, were charged with 
falsifying business records 
for allegedly trying to cov-
er up the theft, according to 
the attorney general.

Scotland, who is the 
president of the Southern 
Queens Park Association, 
was also charged with tam-
pering with physical evi-
dence, Schneiderman said.

The group was created 
to give support to schools 
and parents with outreach 
and educational enhance-
ment programs, according 
to the attorney general.

Savage, who was the 
president of Parent Work-
shop, and Smith, who acted 
as the group’s treasurer, 
falsely asserted that the 
member item money given 
to the nonprofit would be 
used to “hold workshops 

for and conduct outreach 
to parents on the workings 
of the New York City public 
school system,” Schneider-
man said.

The pair allegedly 
submitted a fraudulent 
contract and fake vouchers 
to claim the $29,950 they 
received from the state 
between April 2008 and 
March 2009, according to 
the attorney general.

During that time, how-
ever, Parent Workshop had 
no events or outreach, the 
attorney general said.

Gantt allegedly falsi-
fied records to make it look 
like he was paid in cash for 
the phony workshops and 
Scotland allegedly created 
a false record in an attempt 
to hide the theft once the in-
vestigation started, accord-
ing to Schneiderman.

The attorney general’s 
and state comptroller’s of-
fices would not comment on 
whether there were more 
indictments to come as part 
of the investigation.

“Abuse and fraud will 
not be tolerated. By com-
bining forces, my office and 
the attorney general have 
exposed and are prosecut-
ing this egregious theft of 
state funds which were in-
tended for the public good,” 
the comptroller said.

A member of state Sen. Shirley Huntley’s staff and her niece were 
indicted for allegedly taking thousands of dollars from the state.

Huntley associates charged with grand larceny
BY IVAN PEREIRA

 
State Sen. Shirley 

Huntley (D-Jamaica) went 
on the defensive last week 
after state prosecutors in-
dicted four of her associ-
ates, including her niece, 
as part of an investigation 
into state money that went 
into a nonprofit that the 
senator created.

Although state Attor-

ney General Eric T. Sch-
neiderman and state Comp-
troller Thomas DiNapoli 
have not charged Huntley, 
investigators maintain 
the thousands of dollars in 
member item money she 
gave to Parent Workshop 
Inc. was squandered by the 
group’s administrators.

Huntley, who created 
the educational outreach 
group before being elected 

into office in 2006 , contend-
ed that she did not know-
ingly shortchange taxpay-
ers.

“The joint investiga-
tion by the attorney general 
and the comptroller found 
no wrongdoing on my part. 
I am confident that when 
all of the facts are present-
ed they will prove I acted 
appropriately,” she said in 
a statement.

Member items are 
funds in the state budget 
given to lawmakers to dole 
out to nonprofits primar-
ily in their legislative dis-
tricts.

Patricia D. Savage, 
an aide to Huntley, and 
Lynn H. Smith, the sena-
tor’s niece who lives in her 
home, were indicted Dec. 7 
on 11 counts of grand lar-
ceny and offering a false 
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� Athletic Trauma
� General Orthopaedics
� Arthroscopy and Minimally

Invasive Procedures

� Joint Replacement and Reconstruction
� Sports Medicine
� Trauma and Fracture care
� Spine

� Pediatrics
� Hand and Wrist
� Foot and Ankle
� Musculoskeletal Oncology

Nicholas A. Sgaglione, MD
Thomas M. Mauri, MD

Jeff S. Silber, MD

Lewis B. Lane, MD
Peter W. Lementowski, MD

Steven E. Rokito, MD

Stanley E. Asnis, MD
Jared F. Brandoff, MD
Ariel T. Goldman, MD

Hope lives here.SM

To schedule an appointment, please call (516) 723-BONE (2663).
University Orthopaedic Associates
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group

611 Northern Boulevard, Suite 200, Great Neck, NY 11021
universityorthoassociates.com

university orthopaedic associates
the premier provider of orthopaedic

care in the region
Our expert team of sub-specialty trained orthopaedic surgeons use the most advanced technologies and techniques to
provide individualized care. Performing thousands of procedures at North Shore University Hospital and Long Island
Jewish Medical Center annually, from minimally invasive to total joint reconstruction, our specialists work as part of a
multidisciplinary team to restore the maximum level of function, mobility and quality of life.
University Orthopaedic Associates offers a full complement of orthopaedic services, including:

Our Surgeons

FREE DELIVERY
 $15 MINIMUM ORDER

Pick up and full 
Delivery Service

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

GRAND OPENING

CATERERS UNDER
NEW OWNERSHIP

718-352-0298

CATERING SAVINGS!

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT!

5% OFF 
All half trays

10% OFF 
All full trays

$3 OFF
Any order 
over $20

$6 OFF 
Any order 
over $40

GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG

N TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

Happy 
Holidays

to all
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28 Framed Far Rock woman sues city over arrest
BY REBECCA HENELY

Seemona Sumasar, the 
former Far Rockaway resi-
dent who was the victim of 
a complex framing scheme 
by her ex-boyfriend that 
put her behind bars in Nas-
sau County for months, is 
now suing the city, Nassau 
County and police officers, 
saying they were negligent 
in allowing him to get away 
with it. 

Sumasar’s former 
beau, Jerry Ramrattan, 
was convicted by a Queens 
Supreme Court jury last 
month of raping Sumasar 
March 8, 2009, and then, 
after she went to the police, 
threatening and hiring 
three others to say she had 
robbed them in 2009 and 
2010 in Queens and Nassau 
counties as revenge.

The false reports 
landed Sumasar in a Nas-
sau County jail on charges 
of robbery, impersonating 
a police officer and other 

charges from May to De-
cember 2010, as she was 
unable to pay the $1 million 
bail.

Ramrattan’s sentenc-
ing date is Jan. 4 and he 
faces more than 25 years 
in prison on rape, perju-
ry, conspiracy and other 
charges.

The NYPD and Nassau 
County did not respond to 
requests for comment.

Sumasar’s lawyers, 
from the Manhattan firm 
Neufeld Sheck & Brustin 
LLP, filed the suit against 
the police in Brooklyn fed-
eral court Dec. 1. Sumasar’s 
13-year-old daughter Chi-
ara McDonald is named as 
a co-plaintiff.

The suit alleges the 
police were malicious and 
negligent when they falsely 
arrested Sumasar, and ac-
cuses the officers of deliber-
ately fabricating evidence 
and not allowing Sumasar 
to defend herself. The suit 
also says the police failed 

to protect Sumasar from 
Ramrattan after he was 
charged with rape and in-
flicted emotional distress 

on Sumasar and Chiara 
through the long imprison-
ment.

Sumasar’s lawyers 

characterize Ramrattan’s 
scheme as “poorly con-
ceived and bumblingly ex-
ecuted” and allege that au-
thorities should have seen 
through it. When Ramrat-
tan took one man he forced 
into lying about Sumasar, 
Rajive Mohanlal, to a street 
in Queens Village and 
handcuffed him, Ramrat-
tan left a bullet casing at 
the scene. The lawyers al-
lege police never checked 
the handcuffs or bullet 
casing to determine if Su-
masar touched them.

The suit also alleges 
that Mohanlal and two peo-
ple Ramrattan paid to claim 
Sumasar robbed them, Ter-
rell Lovell and Luz John-
son, often gave wrong and 
contradictory information 
about Sumasar’s race, ap-
pearance and color of her 
car in reporting the robber-
ies.

Some information 
they gave also did not make 
sense, court papers allege. 

Johnson claimed she was 
robbed by Sumasar in In-
wood, L.I., while traveling 
from Corona to New Jersey, 
although there is no route 
that could take someone 
from Corona to the Gar-
den State that would pass 
through Inwood.

Sumasar’s lawyers 
also accuse police of claim-
ing Sumasar seemed not 
to care about her daughter 
upon her arrest in May 
2010, even though Sumasar 
asked multiple times if she 
could call and reassure her 
daughter while being ques-
tioned, court papers allege.

Sumasar is asking for 
compensatory damages to 
be determined at trial, ac-
cording to court papers.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Former Far Rockaway resident Seemona Sumasar is suing the city 
and Nassau County for negligence, fabricating evidence and other 
charges after she was put in prison in Nassau County for almost 
seven months on false robbery charges concocted by her ex-boy-
friend. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

WE’VE GOT YOUR GIFTS

www.archivesofthehome.com

Come and experience 

our pretty, peaceful shop 

full of enticing vignettes 

and ideas to help you 

decorate your home. 

We look forward to the 

opportunity of helping 

you fi nd that special piece

for your home or 

providing a cherished gift 

for someone you love.

Fabulous 
One Day 

Holiday Gift 
Sale

This Sunday, Dec. 18

10% OFF 
All store merchandise
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SCAN HERE 
FOR OUR
WEBSITE

VINCENT SMITH SCHOOL 
SUCCESS BEGINS at Long Island’s Premier School That Addresses the  

Needs of Reluctant Learners and Students with Learning  
Disabilities such as ADD, ADHD, Asperger Syndrome, Expressive and  

Receptive Language Issues in Grades 4-12 
 

                           

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2012 – NOON – 3:00 PM 

                                      
 

 

 
   Registered by the New York State Board of Regents 
   Accredited by the New York State Association of Independent Schools 
   The Vincent Smith School is a non-profit corporation and  
   is open to all without regard to race, creed, color, or national origin.                

“It’s Okay to Learn Differently” 

Differentiated  Instruction 
Small Supportive Classes 
Structured Environment 

Self-advocacy through unique 
S.A.M. Program 

College/ Career Counseling 
Social Skills Training 

322 Port Washington Blvd., Port Washington, NY 11050 
Call (516) 365-4900 Or Visit Our Website at  www.vincentsmithschool.org  
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Outshine Santa
with the best gift
under the tree.

30-50%

FOR MORE INFO OR TO PURCHASE, GO TO:
1.800.882.ISLES(47537) EXT. 1 NEWYORKISLANDERS.COM
FACEBOOK.COM/NEWYORKISLANDERS TWITTER.COM/NYISLANDERS

SPONSORED BY:      Pack Includes:
2 tickets to 5 games

  Autographed Islanders stick
  Hurricane Grill & Wings, 
Jake’s Steakhouse, and 
Coliseum food certificates

SPONSORED BY:

JAKE’S
STEAKHOUSE

IT’S HOCKEY SEASON!
IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR

Holiday gifts come in all shapes, sizes and prices, just like this perfect pack of  
Islanders tickets! This great deal has everything you could want in a holiday 

present with your choice of 10 great games to attend, including a Rangers game!

Packages designed for all fans.

MENTION: CNG
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569 Plandome Rd. Manhasset, NY 11030 • (516) 365-9591

Licensed & Bonded | Open Tuesday - Saturday 10
am

-6
pm

We pay for:

Gold & Silver Coins

Diamonds of any Shape and Size

Gold Watches, Signed Jewelry, 

14K, 18K, Platinum Jewelry, 

Antique, Estate, Costume Jewelry, 

Sterling Silver Flatware, 

Writing Instruments, 

Scrap Gold

www.ligoldbuyer.com

Flushing, New York, December 8, 
2011 – How can senior citizens find 
out what it’s like to live at Flush-
ing House, their friendly neighbor-
hood retirement residence? 
 Simple! Stay with us for an 
inexpensive Two Week Stay, and 
find out what the hubbub is about.
We invite you to experience the 
warm and caring lifestyle of our 
unique senior community, for an 
incredible low price! 
 Come enjoy a comfortable 
furnished apartment, with conti-
nental breakfast, lunch and dinner 
served in our dining room, house-
keeping, 24-hour security, tons of 
entertainment and activities, and 
much more. And all this for only 
$30 per night! Yes, that’s right, 
just $390 for two weeks. ($50 for 
couples!)
 We believe our incredible 
Two Week Stay promotion is the 

best value in the five boroughs and 
on Long Island! And, once you’ve 
experienced Flushing House, we’re 
sure you’ll agree this is the finest 
residence for independent adult 
living.
 Please be advised that we 
only have a limited number of stu-

dios available for Two Week Stays, 
and applicants must be pre-quali-
fied. Also, our promotional cam-
paign is good only through Janu-
ary 31st, 2012. So, please call for 
your pre-qualification interview, 
and to reserve your Two Week 
Stay. 

 Call Nancy Rojas at (347) 
532-3026 or Marlo Molano at 
(347) 532-3016, or call our toll-
free number at (888) 987-6205.
To check out our new Two Week 
Stay video, copy and paste this 
link into your browser:
http://youtu.be/braX1Lz_nLI.
 Flushing House, the inno-
vative retirement residence built 
in 1974, was one of the first to of-
fer older adults independent living 
with supportive services on-prem-
ises. As a not-for-profit organiza-
tion, our mission is: To provide a 
safe, enjoyable and affordable re-
tirement experience for our resi-
dents.
Please visit our website:
www.flushinghouse.com.
38-20 Bowne Street 
Flushing, NY 11354
Contact: Robert F. Salant, 
347-532-3025, rsalant@uam.org

Flushing House offers incredible two week stay
ADVERTISING

Photo by Rob Salant
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

St. Albans artist Emmett Wigglesworth’s pro-
lific career has spanned more than a half century, 
while his artwork has enhanced New York City’s cul-
tural landscape since 1958, the year he moved here 
from his native Philadephia.

At 77, the muralist, painter and poet still draws 
on his cultural heritage and life experience when 
painting, and admits to scribbling fervently between 
projects. He believes in the creative metaphysical 
power channeled through his random pen and ink 
drawings.

“Initially, the scribbles took no form, but in 
time, I began to understand their direction and spiri-
tual meaning,” Wigglesworth said in a recent inter-
view. “Now, my scribbles represent the need for cul-
tural understanding, for humankind to demonstrate 
their true capabilities — for love, acceptance and the 

Golden Rule.”
Working in his Brooklyn studio, the black art-

ist is currently completing a series of 11 murals for 
the Addiction Research and Treatment Corporation 
and Urban Resource Institute in Brooklyn. “Once I 
finalize those I can begin working on my upcoming 
shows, which will be in Connecticut and New York,” 
he said.

Interwoven throughout Wigglesworth’s abstract 
murals and paintings are recurring themes: Motifs 
symbolic of African culture, featuring intercon-
nected images of people: figures who seem to embody 

spirituality, humanity, beauty and power. Each piece 
is done in a range of hues within a specific color pal-
ette, using acrylic and colored inks.

Wigglesworth sees himself primarily as a mu-
ralist: “This medium allows people to get the mes-
sage just by looking at the piece — at no cost.”

Listed on the roster of the MTA’s Arts for Tran-
sit program, which links neighborhoods to subway 
artwork, Wigglesworth’s murals grace many recog-
nizable public spaces throughout the city — enliven-
ing the Union Street, Brooklyn subway stop — where 
rushed commuters can glimpse the artist’s black and 
white silkscreen on porcelain enamel, adorning plat-
form walls. Painted across a series of 22 panels set 
into recessed areas above subway station signs, Wig-
glesworth’s 1994 work “CommUnion” depicts inter-
twining figures comingled with serpent-like shapes 
and a brightly colored tile design..

Continued on Page 33

St. Albans artist Emmett Wigglesworth 
stands between his two works 
“Conversation with the Elders” (l.) 
and “Meeting of Son and Prophets.” 

Photo by Kwame Brathwaite

Arts & Entertainment 39 
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Rivaling New Orleans 
as the birthplace of jazz, 
Queens has been called the 
“home of jazz.” Ella Fitzger-
ald, Count Bassie, Fats 
Waller, and Lena Horne 
once lived in the borough 
neighborhood of St. Albans 
— as did singer-songwriter 
Stephanie Fisher, who now 
lives in Kew Gardens.

Recently, Fisher was 
the featured performer 
during a special night Dec. 
3 of Harmony, a musical 
celebration hosted by York 
College Performing Arts 
Center in Jamaica. She daz-
zled the audience with her 
sultry vocal artistry and 
personal arrangements in-
cluding, Natalie Cole’s “So 
Many Stars,” Vanessa Wil-
liams’s “October Sky,” Nan-
cy Wilson’s “Guess Who I 
Saw Today” and Donnie 
Hathaway’s “This Christ-
mas.”

More than 350 guests 

enjoyed the popular jazz 
selections comparable to 
those heard in the halls of 
jazz at Lincoln Center or the 
Blue Note, as well as rous-
ing gospel and holiday clas-
sics. Along with a special 
tribute (video presentation) 
to the borough’s historical 
jazz roots, an all-star band 
performed an exciting jazz 
instrumental, and there 

was a reading by Laurelton 
poet Valerie Tanis. 

“I’ve always loved the 
freedom and expression of 
jazz — the chord changes, 
the bluesy scales — and the 
elegance and sophistica-
tion of jazz vocalists,” said 
Fisher.

Co-produced by Mz. 
Director Entertainment, 
which was founded by Fish-

er,  and YellaFella Enter-
tainment, Harmony show-
cased top musicians and 
vocalists, including Melo-
nie Daniels, award-win-
ning pianist/musical direc-
tor Eric Reed and musical 
director Shedrick Mitchell, 
who has performed with 
Stevie Wonder, Maxwell 
and Jay-Z.

Matthew Katz, direc-

tor of the York College 
Performing Arts Center 
said, “We’re very proud to 
provide this magnificent 
venue and professional 
support to members of this 
community who are so pas-
sionate about their art.”

Broadway star Tshidi 
Manye (“The Lion King”), 
and Keith Harris, drum-
mer/producer for the pop 
group Black Eyed Peas, 
were among notable audi-
ence members.

Highlights included 
performances by Fisher’s 
students (she’s also a music 
instructor) and Voices of 
Virtue, a community choir 
from Hempstead, L.I. When 
Fisher performed one of 
her original pieces, “Amaz-
ing,” the concert seemed 
to transform itself into a 
Sunday morning worship 
service.

“I wanted to present 
an upscale, affordable show 
in Queens, where no one 
had to cross any bridges or 

pay any tolls, and to dem-
onstrate the power behind 
pursuing your dreams — 
even if you don’t have all 
the resources,” said Fish-
er. “Harmony has been a 
dream of mine for years — 
and dreams still do come 
true, and having trust in 
God still works. I feel hon-
ored and blessed to be able 
to give back to my commu-
nity.”

That evening, many 
artists came together for 
one cause — the creative 
nurturing of young people. 
“We want to be examples to 
them of how successful and 
fulfilled you can be when 
you follow through with 
your calling, and work 
hard to develop your craft,” 
said Fisher.

A portion of the pro-
ceeds from the show will 
go to the Jamaica Center 
for Arts & Learning and 
Voices of Virtue.

Answers in Sports

York’s ‘Harmony’ brings great talents to SE Qns 

The ensemble during Harmony at York College, featuring Jaleel Shaw (l.-r.) and Kenneth Walum on 
saxophone, singer Stephanie Fisher, trombonist Vincent Gardner and bassist Dezron Douglas. 

Photo courtesy of Loray Blue Photography and Design.
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“Representing the unification of dif-
ferent cultures in that area, the community 
above the Union Street station is mirrored 
in these panels,” Wigglesworth said.

And on a smaller scale, the artist’s 
acrylic on wood, jewel-toned mural and 
artificially illuminated stained-glass sky-
light provide a cheerful glow to a dimly lit 
auditorium in a Brooklyn’s PS 181.

In the ’50s and ’60s, Wigglesworth 
joined the civil rights movement and 
taught art at a CORE Freedom School, an 
alternative public school for young black 
students, in Selma, Ala.

He also hitchhiked across 38 states. 
Looking back, he feels all these experi-
ences helped to shape the direction of his 
work: “Traveling all over the country as 
a black person during that period of time 
was an experience that could only be de-
fined in my artwork, notes or poetry.

“Before this time, my work was more 
generalized on events around the world; 
afterward, I started focusing on events 
surrounding African-Americans in this 
country.”

“Once you realize there’s a positive 
message to your art, you have a purpose: 
understanding that the artist isn’t as im-
portant as the messages, which point out 
iniquities, and the need to search for spiri-
tual truth,” said Wigglesworth.

The events of 9/11 made his desire to 
get out positive messages even more ur-
gent: “After 9/11, I did a whole series of 
pieces depicting the need for patience and 
reasoning.”

In 2010, the Brooklyn Arts Council did 
a retrospective, honoring black artists of 
Brooklyn’s past, in which Otto Neals and 
Wigglesworth were featured. Neal’s work 

depicted the strength, beauty and spiritu-
ality of black men and women. “I met Neals 
in the ’60s, during the Black Arts Move-
ment.”

In 1968, Wigglesworth designed 
the interior and exterior of the Bedford 
Stuyvesant Theater in Brooklyn, as well as 
costumes and stage sets for the Black Spec-
trum Theatre in Jamaica.

His wife, Sheilah, shares her hus-
band’s artistic passion but her style differs 
dramatically from his, with realistic depic-
tions of neighborhood life.

Last year, their artwork, along with 
the art of four other couples, including 
Hollis artists Rod and Jennifer Ivey, was 
on display in the “Partners in Art” exhibi-
tion, at the African-American Museum of 
Nassau County in Hempstead, L.I. Rod’s 
paintings depict buildings in early 20th 
century Ohio, Illinois and New York.

Rod Ivey, who has been a part-time 
page designer for TimesLedger Newspa-
pers for more than 12 years, is Wiggles-
worth’s colleague.

Wigglesworth’s work has been exhib-
ited throughout New York City and the 
country. He has designed and illustrated 
several books and magazines for Harper & 
Row, McGraw Hill, Macmillan Press, and 
Sesame Street. 

“It seems that in a time of material-
ism, self-interest, and self-gratification to 
the extreme, the purpose of life has been 
forgotten; so, too, has the purpose of tal-
ent,” Wigglesworth said. “The enhance-
ment of humanity gives life and talent 
meaning. It’s my hope and prayer that by 
using my talent in a functional way, I can 
remind humanity of the need to search for, 
and put into practice, spiritual truth.”

Continued from Page 31

Emmett Wigglesworth’s work “Music 
Brings Joy to the Village,” an acrylic 
painting demonstrating the joy brought 
on by the spiritual message of music. 

Photo by Kwame Brathwaite

Little Women —  Book by Allan 
Knee, lyrics by Mindi Dickstein, 
music by Jason Howland and 
directed by Taryn Turney.
When: Dec. 15, 16 and 17, 7:30; 
Dec. 17, 2:30 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722

Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

A Caribbean Christmas 
Carol —  Black Spectrum 
Theatre presents “A Caribbean 
Christmas Carol” written by 
Jaqueline Wade. Like the classic 
story, “A Caribbean Christmas 

Carol” is about a miserly 
plantation owner who employs 
many inhabitants of a fi ctitious 
Caribbean island.
When: Dec. 17, 8 pm
Where: Black Spectrum 
Theatre, 119 Ave. at Merrick 
Boulevard, Jamaica

STAGE 

Continued on Page 39

Christmas Eve
“Feast of the Seven Fishes”

Prix Fixe Menu- $49pp

á la carte specials 

also available

New Year’s Eve
“Welcome 2012”

Holiday Party seating at 9pm

Prix Fixe Menu- $52pp

á la carte menu seating until 7pm

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363
www.giardinos.com
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333138
JIMMYSTRATTORI
4C 3 x 5.35DINNER SPECIALS LUNCH SPECIALS

718.229.1503

Soup, Dumplings or Egg  
Roll, Entree, Fruit Dessert$10.95 $6.95—$7.95

Serving only the freshest  
& finest ingredients

NO MSG - Only 100%  
Vegetable oil used

WEIGHT 
WATCHERS 

MENU

EAT-IN  
OR  

TAKE-OUT

NEW BAR 
CATERING  FOR PARTIES

Jimmy’s Trattoria 

Ristorante

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 • 718.229.5319

~ Make your Holiday Reservations Early ~

Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions
Monday –Friday 3:30pm- 11:00pm Saturday 4pm- 12midnight 

Sunday 1:00pm-10:00pm

Elegant and Traditional 
Italian Cuisine

Seasons Greetings
from

We accept all major credit cards

For an electrician from Flushing it was 
a gamble, but Adam Kopp says the restaurant he 
opened just eight weeks ago in College Point is do-
ing well and the future looks bright.
Baby Ray’s, named after his 3-year-old son, is lo-
cated at the former site of the Five Corners res-
taurant on 127th Street. The steak and seafood 
restaurant fills a need in College Point, which in 
recent years has offered few dining choices beside 
pizzerias and delicatessens.

Kopp said he realizes that the transition 
from electrician to restaurant owner is a bit unusu-
al to say the least. “My wife thought I was crazy,” 
he said. “But it’s just something I always wanted to 
do. I’m a service person. I like to see people hap-
py.”

Don’t worry, the electrician isn’t doing the 
cooking. Kopp has hired three experienced chefs, 
including one who is a graduate of the renowned 
Culinary Institute of America. And so far their 
cooking is getting rave reviews. “Seventy-percent 
of the people eating here are repeat customers,” 
Kopp said, “and in the restaurant business that’s 
always a good sign.”

The menu at Baby Ray’s includes things 
you might expect from a steak and seafood restau-

rant, such as surf-and-turf and slow roasted prime 
rib, stewed in its own juices and served with sides 
of creamed spinach and garlic mashed potatoes, 
and things you might not expect like the cold sea-
food salad, a house specialty, and Thai Calamari – 
“a sweet and tangy version of the classic calamari 
drizzled with an oyster-teriyaki sauce.”

Although she was skeptical at first, Kopp 
said his wife now shows up every day. “Her idea is 
that she’ll serve as a hostess, but an hour after she 
gets here she’s in the kitchen helping with the des-
serts and doing whatever else needs to be done.

In remodeling the restaurant Kopp made 
a point of keeping the classic German-style décor 
that made Five Corners a College Point landmark, 
including the stained glass chandeliers, hand-
painted flowers on the rafters and a cozy fireplace 
that was there when Five Corners opened 48 years 
ago. Much of the look is the same, but the wood 
has been brightened and new lighting put in to give 
the restaurant a more modern feel.

Kopp said the secret to his success so far 
is simple: “The food is really, really good and the 
prices are affordable.” He said he buys only the 
best meats and best fish. “My goal,” he said, “is 
to keep prices low in order to get more people in 

here.”
Baby Ray’s is open every day but Monday 

from noon until 10 p.m. and until 11 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday. Reservations are recommended on 
the weekend. On weekends guests are entertained 
by a singer who performs Dean Martin and Frank 
Sinatra standards, an 80s disco and karaoke.
Even though the restaurant has only been open for 
two months, it has already booked eight Christmas 
parties.

Thanksgiving at Baby Ray’s was a very 
special occasion. The restaurant offered a prix fixe 
Thanksgiving dinner with turkey and all the trim-
mings for $35 and the place was packed. When 
the last guest left at 9:30 p.m., the exhausted Kopp 
family sat down beside the beautiful fireplace and 
enjoyed their own Thanksgiving dinner in the fam-
ily’s new restaurant. This family has something to 
be thankful for and so does College Point.

Baby Ray’s Restaurant 
13-46 127th St., College Point.  

917-563-5352

Baby Ray’s Hits the Ground Running
Advertorial
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L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway

Bayside | 718-224-2536
www.litalianotrattoriany.com

Beautiful gift baskets

We offer gourmet catering for large 
crowds and intimate gatherings

 
Italian cuisine cooking classes

 
Gift certificates available

Christmas is delicious at
L’Italiano Trattoria

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine
Your Host, Mr. Cid
Formerly of the
Spanish Pavilion

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

All Major Credit Cards
Accepted

MAKE
RESERVATIONS

NOW FOR

NEW YEAR’S EVE
with Champagne

MUSIC • DANCING • ENTERTAINMENT
From 10 PM to 3 AM in the Costa Del Sol

Ballroom or in the Dining Room
Music by DJ’Los & MC

Playing Cumbia, Merengue, Salsa from 50’s to 90’s
Harpist Victor Gonzalez • In our Dining Room

T.V. Connected to Times Square for New Year’s Celebration

Regular Dinner served till 9:30pm
Last Seating 8:00pm “Must  be out by 9:45”

RESTAURANT

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY

NEW YEAR’S EVE GALA DINNER
Mixed Appetizer • Chilled Fresh Fruit Tropicana • Baked Sirloin Steak • Filet of 
Sole Stuffed with Crabmeat • Salmon • Chicken Cordon Bleu • Veal Mushrooms 

• Chicken Francaise • Shrimp Garlic
Order your choice two days before affair.

Oven Potato • String Beans • Homemade Multiflavor Tart • Coffee or Tea
* Unlimited Champagne

• Premium Liquor
• Piña Colada  • Wine • Beer

ALL 
FOR $100 per person 

Plus T&T

220-33
Northern Blvd.,
Bayside
(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)
Available for Private Parties & Catering

Free Parking
Private Facilities for business 

meetings & personal functions
to 250 persons.

For Reservations
Call 718-423-0100
Fax 718-423-0102
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Includes:

Hats, 
Includes:

Hats,
Noisemakers

& Favors

www.marbella-restaurant.com

RESTAURANT

ITALIAN

Open FOr christmas eve
regular menu. closed christmas Day

caLL FOr reservatiOns

new Year’s eve
seatings 5pm + 7pm

(regular menu)

415 main st., port washington,

nY 11050 (516)439-4960
www.laparma.com

Open 6 DaYs a weeK LUnch & Dinner 
(closed monday)

come visit and enjoy Family or individual italian style Dining

10pm prix Fixe
$99pp +tax w/gratuity

DJ & Dancing

happY hOUr 
tuesday - sunday
4:00pm–7:00pm

 nOw
taKinG

new Year’s eve
reservatiOns
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334329
BOBSRESTAURANT
BW 6 x 5.35

160-25 Willets Point Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357 - 718-281-4210

Specializing In On And Off Premise Catering 
Offering A Wide Variety Of Greek & Italian Specialties.
Treat Your Guests To Our Freshly Prepared Appetizers, 

Soups, Salads & Entrees As Well As a Perfect Sweet Ending 
With One Of Our In House Made Desserts.

Call Now To Place Your Holiday Catering 
Order!

Our Chef Would Be Happy To Discuss A 
Custom Menu That Bests Suits The Needs 

Of Your Guests.

B U S I N E S S  Q U E E N S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Building on a tradition of dining excel-
lence dating back to 1933 when his grand-
parents opened Gephardt’s Restaurant in 
Glendale, Bob Manning now owns and 
runs one of the finest restaurants in all of 
Nassau County.

Unlike his grandparents’ restaurant, 

which offered German-American meals, 
Bob’s Restaurant offers New American 
cuisine with influences from Eastern Eu-
rope, Asia and the Mediterranean. Except 
for the Wiener Schnitzel little remains 
from the old menu. Today the customers 
at Bob’s Restaurant in Floral Park dine on 
house specialties like Sesame Nori Crusted 

Salmon or the Ultimate Vegan, a dish that 
includes an assortment of fresh vegetables 
stir fried in a vibrant black bean sauce 
and served with grilled Portobello mush-
rooms.

But Bob hasn’t forgotten the lessons that 
made Gephardt’s a popular place in Queens 
for more than seven decades, “You eat with 
your eyes first,” his grandfather told him, 
“and then you taste it. The plate has to look 
delicious or the customer won’t enjoy it.”

Bob said the three keys to his success are 
“fun, you have to love it or you can’t do 
it; a passion for dining excellence; and car-
ing about the customer.” He added that the 
popularity of the business is really a testa-
ment to Executive Chef Jeff Eutsler, who 
has been with him since Bob’s Restaurant 
opened six years ago.

Together they work on creating one of the 
most intriguing menus in the area. Their 
goal, he said, is to offer customers extraor-
dinary food at a reasonable price. “Every-
thing we buy has to be the best of the best. 
It has to be special or it goes back.”

The menu that spans the globe changes 
four times a year with the seasons. The 
“smaller plates” include specialties such 

as Kobe Beef Sliders; Tuna Tartar Tower, 
a dish made with champagne mango; and 
Saki Clams, made with Little Necks, gar-
lic, sweet peppers and rice.

A prix fixe menu is available Tuesday 
through Friday and Sunday. For $24.95 
customers can choose from appetizers that 
include Baked Seafood Mousse and Mush-
room Strudel and entrées that include the 
Chef’s Special Fish of the Day and home-
made desserts.

Once a month Bob’s hosts a Chef’s Table 
in which customers get to enjoy the lat-
est creations paired with new wines. Chef 
Eutsler is on hand to share some of his se-
crets.

Bob’s guests dine in an elegantly ap-
pointed room that includes cast silver chan-
deliers that hang from vaulted ceilings. On 
the first floor a private banquet room that 
accommodates 75 guests features a large 
stone fireplace and glass ceiling. A smaller 
banquet room on the second floor seats 20 
guests and has its own bar.

The restaurant has become a popular 
and affordable place to host special events. 
In addition, Bob’s does catering that will 
make any party unforgettable. 

Bob’s Restaurant is located at 230 Jer-
icho Turnpike in Floral Park. Reservations 
can be made on the 24-hour line at 516-354-
8185.

x

Elegance and Fine Dining at an Affordable Price

x
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BY ARLENE MCKANIC

“A Caribbean Christ-
mas Carol,” now onstage 
at the Black Spectrum The-
atre, is one of those many, 
many takes on Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas 
Carol.” This time it’s set in 
some unnamed Caribbean 
island and the transposi-
tion is delightful.

Director and writer 
Jacqueline Wade makes the 
familiar story come to life 
with nothing more than 
video projections of palmy 
Caribbean beaches and fes-
tivals, and two chairs posi-
tioned stage left and stage 
right, one to represent 
Scrooge’s office and the oth-
er his duppy-haunted home. 
Yes, the ghosts are called 

“duppies” here, and many 
of the characters speak 
various types of patois. 
These include Scrooge’s 
fearful and impoverished 
assistant Nu Nu, standing 
in for Bob Cratchit, and the 
Afro-Cuban laborers whose 
land Mr. Scrooge stole and 
whose lives on “his” moun-
tain have become intolera-
ble. Yes, the political satire 
stings as much now as it did 
then.

Besides the projec-
tions, Wade also tells us 
that we’re in a place — at 
least geographically — very 
distant from Charles Dick-
ens’ cold, snowy and gray 
London. Scrooge’s nephew 
celebrates Christmas with 
a fish fry and a session of 
limbo dancing. Women in 

bright, floral-print cos-
tumes go around caroling 
and collecting alms for the 
poor, while scantily clad 
girls dance in the street. As 
a matter of fact, the Duppy 
of Christmas Present is a 
cheerful and sinuous fan 
dancer. The same woman, 
interestingly, plays the si-
lent and spooky Duppy of 
Christmas to Come.

Though the actors’ 
names are listed in the pro-
gram, the roles they play 
aren’t, but each of them was 
memorable. With the excep-
tion of the young man who 
played the old, crabbed, 
mean-spirited Scrooge, ev-
eryone had multiple roles. 
One standout was the ac-
tress who played Scrooge’s 
deceased business partner, 
renamed here as Barbara 
Marley. She not only has to 
wear her wretched chains 
for eternity, but has to sing 
Bob Marley’s “One Love” 
every few minutes as well, 
something that causes her 
exquisite agony. The ac-
tress who plays the flower 
child Duppy of Christmas 
Past, who sweeps Scrooge 
along to the music of the 

Mamas and the Papas, also 
plays Nu Nu’s ailing daugh-
ter, a Tiny Tim stand-in.

Sick with a cancer 
caused by the pollutants 
belched by Scrooge’s facto-
ries, the old miser sees the 
stricken girl denied health 
care because her mother is 
paid too little to afford it. He 
still has the decency to be 
horrified by her plight, as 
well as the possible plight 
of his Afro-Cuban workers.

“A Caribbean Christ-
mas Carol” succeeds on 
many levels, as a political 
satire, as a morality tale 
and as a celebration of the 
season and of Caribbean 
life. By the way, praise goes 
to actors Shaunta Mack-
lin, Mario Haynes, Dawn 
Speaks, Madelin Quezada, 

Myriam Moss, Jason Blake, 
Kuji Kelly and lighting de-
signer Andrea Kung. Wade 
also deserves props for her 
often innovative direc-
tion as well. It’s a fun show 
that’s great for the whole 
family. It’ll be at the Black 
Spectrum till Dec. 17.

IF YOU GO

A Caribbean Christmas 
Carol
Dec. 17 at 8 p.m.
Black Spectrum Theatre
Inside Roy Wilkins Park, 
entrance at Baisely Blvd. 
and 177th Street
Jamaica
Tickets $25
www.blackspectrum.com
(718) 723-1800
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Celebrate the Holidays 
with your 

Family, Friends & Co-workers 
in our

Festively Decorated
Private Party Room

or Enjoy an
Intimate Dinner

in our Dining Room
Inquire about our party plans

including unlimited wine

Sunday Brunch 11am- 3pm

Lunch & Dinner served daily

Enjoy our Signature Dishes

& Innovative Specials

Call for Reservations

CATERING - PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

g

“Ben’s Is Hanukkah Headquarters!”
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Catering
Hotline:

1-800-344-BENS
We Deliver Anywhere

Hanukkah Family Dinner for 6
2 qts. Chicken Noodle Soup

6 Matzo Balls
1 qt. Side Salad (Choose 1)
Cole Slaw • Health • Cucumber

1 lb. Rye Bread
Main Dish (Choose 1)

3 Whole Chickens with Stuffing
21⁄2 lbs. Brisket

2 dozen Mini Latkes with Applesauce
(Your choice of flavors available

Dec. 21st-28th or by advance order)
Spinach • Zucchini • Carrot

Traditional Potato

$9999
for 6

QLM

Deluxe Holiday
S’more-gasbord
$49980 for 20

Party Platter Plus
$12990 for 10

Bountiful
Holiday Banquet
$99960 for 40

MORE HOLIDAY
CATERING IDEAS

Visit
www.bensdeli.net

for Details

Buy 3 Dozen Latkes, Get 1 Dozen FREE!! …and 25% OFF on each additional dozen, too!
Plain Potato  •  Carrot  •  Zucchini  •  Spinach          Mix and match flavors! Treat family and friends! Applesauce included!

Offer available Saturday, December 17 - Wednesday, December 28, 2011. Flavored pancakes available December 21-28, 2011 or by advance order.

Lotsa Latkes… Lotsa Flavors… GET 1 DOZEN FREE!!

“A Caribbean 
Christmas” 

succeeds on 
many levels.

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Even in the islands, Scrooge would still be crabby
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CONCERTS

Bucky Pizzarelli Guitar Trio 
—  Known as “the master of 
the 7-string guitar”, Bucky 
Pizzarelli’s career spans over 
60 years from the Vaughn 
Monroe Orchestra to the 
Johnny Carson Tonight Show, 
hundreds of concerts including 
White House performances 
with Benny Goodman and Frank 
Sinatra, and tours with Benny 
Carter and Charlie Byrd.
When: Dec. 16, 8 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:  info@
fl ushingtownhall.org  

A Hanukkah Celebration With 
Louie Miranda —  Join singer, 
songwriter, storyteller Louie 
Miranda and his band for a 
highly interactive performance 
celebrating the story of 
Hanukkah. Come early and 
make your very own Star of 
David. Fun for the entire family! 
When: Dec. 18, 2 pm 
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact: (718) 463-7700 X222  

Judas Maccabaeus —  A 
George Frideric Handel 
oratorio, refl ecting the story 
of Hanukkah. Music performed 
by Cantor Steven Pearlston, 
the Free Synagogue Quartet, 
organist Robert Barrows and 
trumpeters. The synagogue’s 
newly refurbished stained glass 
windows will also be dedicated.
When: Dec. 18, 2:30 pm
Where: Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, 41-60 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Contact: Rabbi Michael Weisser 
(816) 961-0030

Oratorio Society of Queens 
Annual Holiday Concert —  
Celebrate the holiday season 
with the Oratorio Society 
of Queens as it presents 
its Annual Holiday Concert 
featuring excerpts from 
Handel’s “Messiah.” Sing along 
with Christmas carols and 
Chanukah favorites performed 
by the chorus, soloists and The 
Orchestral Arts Ensemble of 

Queens under the direction of 
Maestro David Close.
When: Dec. 18, 4 pm 
Cost: $30 general, $25 seniors 
and students with ID, children 
12 and under accompanied by 
an adult are free 
Where:  Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 
Queensborough Community 
College, 222-05 56th Ave., 
Bayside
Website: www.queensoratorio.
org

Handel’s “Messiah” —  
Celebrate the holiday season 
with the Oratorio Society of 
Queens.
When: Dec. 18, 4 pm
Cost: $30, $25 seniors and 
students with ID, free children 
12 and under with adult 
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Avenue  Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Contact:   (718) 279-3006  
Website: www.queensoratorio.
org

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Across
 1. Pot contents 
 5. Lively old dance 
10. Alpine transport 
14. Stub  ____ 
15. Pleasant way to walk 
16. Place for an ace 
17. Big waste of money 
19. Mouth part 
20. Blows up 
21. Delaware and others 
23. Cost to cross 
24. Hard to carry 
25. Prepare fillets 
28. Timely desert 
31. Dean Martin’s “That’s ___” 
32. Oft-quoted Irishman 
33. Biology class abbr. 
34. Blue lines on a Mexican map 
35. Secretaries often hold them 
36. Auction actions 
37. Blight victim 
38. Like swamp water 
39. Wong of book and film 
40. Shows how it happened 
42. Free-for-alls
43. Story-telling uncle 
44. Kind of top 
45. Six Flags Town in MA. 
47. Actor E.G. ___ 
51. Locks in a barn? 
52. Office employee 
54. Breakfast choice 
55. First name in perfume 
56. “It comes ___ surprise” 
57. Cozy home 
58. Smooth over 
59. Campus V.I.P. 

Down
 1. Paul Bunyan’s ox 
 2. English prep school 
 3. Hammer or sickle 
 4. Gore and Gramm 
 5. Much-used engine 
 6. Broadway backer 

  7. Falls behind 
  8. Engine need 
  9. Makes believe 
10. Flourish
11. Dubious award 
12. Balm ingredient 
13. Court figures 
18. Pilotless plane 
22. Derby
24. Like western Mass. 
25. Stunt man, e.g. 
26. Author Zola 
27. Australian throwing sticks 
28. Exploits
29. Low budget film, perhaps 
30. Lets up 
32. Skin blemishes 
35. Salad ingredient 
36.  Ship’s safety wall 
38. Baby’s first word, maybe 
39. It may be common 
41. Most fresh 
42. Gambler’s I.O.U. 
44. ___ powder (flee) 
45. End of grace 

46. Bunker Hill general 
47. Street in New York’s 
      Chinatown 
48. Basilica area 
49. Horne or Olin 
50. ___ Hubbard 
53. Suffix with lact- 

An appeaser is one
    who feeds a crocodile,
    hoping it will eat
    him last.

    Sir Winston Churchill

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
BIOPICS

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERSBy Bill Deasy

TimesLedger Newspapers
Dec. 15-21, 2011

Boolaboola
W

Contact: (718) 723-1800
Website: www.blackspectrum.
com

It’s a Wonderful Life 
- The Live Radio Play —  
Celebrate the season with 
the heartwarming holiday 
classic re-imagined as a live 
1940s radio broadcast. A cast 
of fi ve actors bring George 
Bailey and the townspeople of 
Bedford Falls to life, playing 

dozens of different characters 
and performing all the sound 
effects, just as they did during 
the golden age of radio. Don’t 
miss this special holiday event 
the Chicago Tribune called “The 
best holiday choice around!”
When: Through Dec. 24
Cost: $39-$44 
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Sterling Glen of Great 
Neck, 96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great 
Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman - robin@lovecoach.
com (516) 732-0911

Continued from Page 33

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

HOLIDAY GATHERINGS 
& OFFICE PARTIES

FREE
BOTTLE

OF WINE

with the

purchase of

$50.00

PLAN YOUR PARTY WITH US 
PRE-FIXED MENU CHOICES

HOMEMADE DESSERTS
CUSTOM CAKES

OPEN 7 DAYS 11AM-11PM

38-11 BELL BLVD., BAYSIDE
718-279-1606

S 11AM-11PM

10% 
OFF
HOLIDAY
PARTIES

HOH M
CFREE

APPETIZER
MIN. PARTY OF 4

NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS 
FOR UP TO 90 GUESTS

 OFF-PREMISES CATERING AVAILABLE

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger
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The best days 
of your life with

 Family and Friends
Traditional or contemporary

demure or glamorous
We deliver the warmth of the Holidays 

for those important in your life.

Reserve for
Christmas Eve

New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day

or any celebration or gathering 
with the ones you love.

Happy Holidays from
our family to yours!

 230 Jericho Turnpike
Floral Park, New York

T: 516-354-8185
www.BobsNY.com

Tuesday - Thursday Dinner 4pm-10pm
Friday Dinner 4pm-11pm

Saturday Lunch Noon-3pm & Dinner 3-11�
Sunday Brunch 11am-3pm & 

Dinner 3pm to 9 pm

C
E

L
E

B
R

A
T
E

MAKE DINING SOCIAL: Join us on our 
social network for additional promotions.

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person

Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana
CHICKEN

Marsala, Parmigiana
Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Eggplant Parmigiana

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

Open on
December 

24th & 25th
12 noon-11pm

20%OFF
Regular 
Dinner 
Menu

SPECIAL 
PRICE-FIXED
Christmas Menus

$44.95 + tax

Choice of 
Appetizer
Buffalo Mozzarella 

Lobster Salad

Soup of the Day 

Hot Antipasto

Special Pasta
Lobster Ravioli 

w/ Crabmeat 

in Pink Sauce

Choice of 
Entrée

Surf and Turf 

(Filet Mignon & Lobster Tail)

Grilled Lamb Chops

Roasted Duck alla Orange

Chilean Sea Bass

Red Snapper Marechairo

All of the above served w/ mixed vegetables & baked potato

$18.95 

Senior Citizen 
Special

3pm-6pm

$10.95
Lunch Special

Every day
12pm-3pm

$12.95 
Pasta Night

Monday
 thru 

Wednesday
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13-46  127TH STREET, COLLEGE POINT 917.563.5352

The evening 
includes a fi xed 
Menu Dinner Party 
w/live Music, Party 
Favors & dancing

Lunch served  12-4pm, 
Tue-Sat, 12-3pm sun, 

Dinner  served 5-10pm
 Tue, Wed, Thur 5-11pm
 Fri & Sat, 4-10pm sun. 

Happy Hour 4-7pm 
Tue-Fri. Friday & 

Saturday Nights Live 
Entertainment

Call Now For Holiday and Christmas Parties. We are open on Christmas Eve and are serving dinner on New Year’s Eve from 4PM -7:30PM

              Come Celebrate with

Prefi xed Lunch 
Special Tuesday 
through Friday 

$16.95 PP
Salad, Choice of Filet

of Sole Oreganata,
Chicken Francese or
6 oz. Filet Mignon.

Sides Included.
Coffee and Dessert

Tuesday Night 
Dinner Special

19.95 PP
Salad, Glass of Wine,

1 1/4 lb. Whole Lobster,
Mussels or Clams.

Sides Included.
Coffee and Dessert

Must Call for Reservation.

Wednesday Night’s 
are Ladies Night
1/2 Priced Drinks 

and $1 House shots.
Wings at the bar.

Bartender’s Choice for 
Martini Specials.

DJ plays music from 8-12AM

$100 Prefi xed 

Meal w/ 

Open bar 10-2
$50 Open bar 10-1 in Bar area only

New Year’s Eve
 Is right around the corner the party starts at 10pm 

Make your reservations now!

13-46  127TH STREET, COLLEGE POINT • 917.563.5352
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND PRICING CONTACT BABY RAYS

NEW YEARS EVE 
MENU

1st Course: House Salad 
2nd Course: Homemade Manicotti

3rd Course: Hot Antipasto
4th Course: Choice between

Surf n Turf, Sirloin Steak, Stuffed Chicken 
Veal Oscar and Salmon Includes 

Vegetables and Potato

OPEN BAR FROM 10-2
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248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

45-52 Bell Blvd • Bayside
718-428-9727 (WRAP)

Full menu at 
www.mmmthatsawrap.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING  FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

For Reservations Call 
(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

i h T ik � Fl l P k NY

230 Jericho Turnpike, 
Floral Park, NY 11001 
T: 516-354-8185 
F: 516-354-8190

 www.BobsNY.com

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606
Open 7 days noon-11pm

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call: 
Mary Leary

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

STEAK & SEAFOOD GRILL

13-46  127th Street, College Point | 917.563.5352

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537
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Queens rocked by calamitous events of 2010
The year in Queens was book-

ended by natural disasters — an 

earthquake in Haiti whose trem-

ors were felt throughout 
the borough and a late 

December blizzard that 
crippled Queens and the 

rest of the city — with a tornado 

and its aftermath lingering for 

days in the summer.While the borough experi-

enced its share of natural disas-

ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-

tion of former state Sen. Hiram 

Monserrate, who was expelled 

from the Senate after being con-

victed of misdemeanor assault for 
cutting his girlfriend’s 

face with a glass.On the education 
front, Queens faced shut-

downs of some schools, including 

the city’s renewed efforts to close 

Jamaica and Broad Channel high 

schools after a somewhat brief re-

prieve.
Continued on Page 18

Bay Terrace civictakes secessioncase to CB 11
Bay Terrace Community 

Alliance President Warren 

Schreiber officially brought 

the neighborhood’s proposal to 

switch community boards before 

Community Board 11 for the first 

time Monday night, calling him-

self “the troublemaker” for push-

ing the controversial plan.
Under the proposal, which 

drew a range of opinions from 

CB 11 members and is backed by 

alliance members who voted last 
Continued on Page 18

Pages 2, 33, 39 

QGuide, Page 27

027780 HEALTH PLUS STRIP AD

4C 6X1.75

Queens rocked 
by calamitous 
events of 2010

The year in Queens was 
bookended by natural disasters 
— an earthquake in Haiti whose 
tremors were felt through-
out the borough and a late 
December blizzard that 
crippled Queens and the 
rest of the city — with a tornado 
and its aftermath lingering for 
days in the summer.

While the borough experi-
enced its share of natural disas-
ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-
tion of former state Sen. Hiram
Monserrate, who was expelled
from the Senate after being con-
victed of misdemeanor assault for

cutting his girlfriend’s
face with a glass.

On the education
front, Queens faced shut-

downs of some schools, including
the city’s renewed efforts to close
Jamaica and Broad Channel high
schools after a somewhat brief re-
prieve.

Continued on Page 16

Ambulance 
corps saves 

lives in snow

When Forest Hills was hit 
with mountains of snow Dec. 26, 
a local volunteer organization 
was patrolling the neighborhood 
as police, fire-
fighters and 
medical person-
nel were facing 
overwhelming demand and long 
delays.

The Forest Hills Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps pulled out of 

Continued on Page 14

Page 2 QGuide, Page 21

Jan. 6-12, 2011
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Queens rocked 

by calamitous 

events of 2010

The year in Queens was 

bookended by natural disasters 

— an earthquake in Haiti whose 

tremors were 

felt throughout 

the borough 

and a late De-

cember blizzard that crippled 

Queens and the rest of the city — 

with a tornado and its aftermath 

lingering for days in the summer.

While the borough experi-

enced its share of natural disas-

Steinway Mansion owner dies at 83

Michael Halberian, the latest 

person to own the historic Stein-

way Mansion on 41st Street and 

18th Avenue in Astoria, died of 

chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease during last week’s snow-

storm, City Councilman Peter 

Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) said. He 

was 83.
“He died in his home that he 

loved so much,” Vallone said.

Halberian was the second 

member of his family to own the 

Astoria landmark, a 25-room 

granite house which was built in 

1856 by optician Benjamin T. Pike, 

who used it as a weekend home. 

The mansion was later owned by 

piano manufacturer Henry Stein-

way. Halberian was born and 

grew up in the home. He moved 

Continued on Page 1

Michael Halberian 

was history buff 

of city and Astoria

Continued on Page 14

Pages 18, 26

QGuide, Page 21

Photos

Michael Halberian, the latest owner of the Steinway Mansion, died in the snowstorm last week at 83. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens rocked 

by calamitous 

events of 2010

The year in Queens was book-

ended by natural disasters — an 

earthquake in Haiti whose trem-

ors were felt through-

out the borough and a 

late December blizzard 

that crippled Queens 

and the rest of the city — with a 

tornado and its aftermath linger-

ing for days in the summer.

While the borough experi-

enced its share of natural disas-

ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-

tion of former state Sen. Hiram 

Monserrate, who was expelled 

from the Senate after being con-

victed of misdemeanor assault for 

cutting his girlfriend’s 

face with a glass.

On the education 

front, Queens faced 

shutdowns of some schools, in-

cluding the city’s renewed efforts 

to close Jamaica and Broad Chan-

nel high schools after a somewhat 

brief reprieve.

Continued on Page 14

Halloran sees 

plow sabotage

in snow removal

As piles of black garbage bags 

joined the dwindling snow piles 

left from the Christmas weekend 

bl i zza rd, 

the mayor 

and other 

o f f i c i a l s 

promised to find out what caused 

the serious delays in street plow-

ing in Queens as well as the pos-

sibility of deliberate sabotage by 

city workers.

Continued on Page 14

Page 2

QGuide, Page 27
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Boro experiences tumultuous yearBay Terrace civic
takes secession
case to CB 11

Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance President Warren 
Schreiber officially brought 
the neighborhood’s proposal to 
switch community boards before 
Community Board 11 for the first 
time Monday night, calling him-
self “the troublemaker” for push-
ing the controversial plan.

Under the proposal, which 
drew a range of opinions from 
CB 11 members and is backed by 
alliance members who voted last 

The year in Queens was
bookended by natural disasters
— an earthquake in Haiti whose
tremors were felt throughout the
borough and a late December bliz-
zard that crippled Queens and the
rest of the city — with a tornado
and its after-
math linger-
ing for days 
in the sum-
mer.

While the borough experi-
enced its share of natural disas-
ters, it also had some man-made
ones, including the self-destruc-
tion of former state Sen. Hiram
Monserrate, who was expelled
from the Senate after being con-
victed of misdemeanor assault for
cutting his girlfriend’s face with

Continued on Page 16

Storms, political 
upsets shaped 
Queens in 2010

Continued on Page 16

Pages 2, 33, 39 QGuide, Page 27

CELESTIAL EVENING

Parks Department Ranger, Sgt. Marc Sanchez, sets up the telescope to aim at Jupiter during an evening of star-
gazing at Fort Totten. Participants hoped to catch a glimpse of the Quadrantids Meteor Shower. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Photos

Pages 2, 3, 16, 24

QGuide, Page 19

The year in Queens was 

bookended by natural disasters 

— an earthquake in Haiti whose 

tremors were felt through-
out the borough and a late 

December blizzard that 
crippled Queens and the 

rest of the city — with a tornado 

and its aftermath lingering for 

days in the summer.While the borough experi-

enced its share of natural disas-

ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-

tion of former state Sen. Hiram 

Monserrate, who was expelled 

from the Senate after being con-

victed of misdemeanor assault for 
cutting his girlfriend’s 

face with a glass.On the education 
front, Queens faced shut-

downs of some schools, including 

the city’s renewed efforts to close 

Jamaica and Broad Channel high 

schools after a somewhat brief re-

prieve.
Continued on Page 14

Jamaica manmurdered onway to party
The murder of a Jamaica 

man who was shot on his way to a 

New Year’s Eve party capped off a 

violent year in southeast Queens.
Jamal West, 26, was found 

by officers with several gunshot 

wounds to his back at the corner 

of Merrick Boulevard and 109th 

Avenue around 11:30 p.m., police 

said. He was pronounced dead at 

the scene by EMS crews who ar-

rived a short time later, accord-

ing to investigators.Continued on Page 14

Queens rocked by calamitous events of 2010
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BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Henry Zilberman, 
owner of the newly opened 
Z Hotel at 11-01 43rd Ave. in 
Long Island City, designed 
the 10-story building with 
comfort and coolness in 
mind.

“I wanted to create a 
different kind of hotel in 
Long Island City,” said Zil-
berman, a native of Israel 
who described his clientele 
as “people that go with Ap-
ple, not with PC.

“I thought if I give 
something cool and inter-
esting, I thought, ‘Build it 
and they will come,’ and 
they have been coming,” he 
said.

Zilberman has been 
an investor in Long Island 
City for 15 years and want-
ed to stake his claim on the 
neighborhood’s transfor-

mation from an industrial 
area to a trendy spot for 
artists and young profes-
sionals.

“New York is really 
growing and I see the area 
of Long Island City becom-
ing a completely different 
place than it was 10 years 
ago,” he said.

Employees at the Z Ho-
tel do not wear uniforms 
and are known to high-five 
guests, Zilberman said.

Guests are encouraged 
to put their feet up while sit-
ting down for drinks at the 
hotel’s downstairs lounge.

“Our attitude is we 
don’t have a uniform. Our 
people wear sneakers. We 
can do a high-five to one of 
our customers and it’s OK,” 
Zilberman said. “If you put 
your feet up, we don’t call 
security. It’s like a living 
room.”

A night at the Z Hotel 
costs $200 and its single 
corridor style allows for 
great views of Manhattan 
from any room.

“We are 100 percent 
wonderful value,” Zilber-
man said. “All the ameni-
ties are first-class. All the 
other hotels in the area 
don’t have someone open 
the door for you.”

Each room has heated 
floors, spacious showers 
and 300-thread-count lin-
ens.

“It’s about value,” Zil-
berman said. “Our mini-
bars are $2 or $3 for water, 
not like $7 or $8 in other ho-
tels. We’re not trying to rob 
the people. We have free 
Internet, free international 
phone calls. We believe that 
if you give to the customer, 
we get back more.”

Guests are also given 

free flip-flops and bath-
robes in their rooms, where 
the walls are styled with 
stencils of either the Rock-
ettes, iconic taxi cabs or 
Billie Holiday.

In the summer, the 
Z Hotel’s rooftop opens to 
guests and the public and 
provides two bars and a 
pizza oven.

“We give exactly what 
a person needs,” Zilberman 
said.

The Z Hotel also offers 
free shuttle bus service to 
Manhattan until 11 p.m., 
seven days a week.

“They love it,” Zilber-
man said. “This is the ulti-
mate view of New York.”

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISERS

Henry Zilberman opened Z Hotel in Long Island City as a “cool and 
interesting” alternative to the routine offerings nearby. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Trendy LIC hotel offers luxury at low cost
Z Hotel offers high-end comfort, sweeping views of Manhattan skyline while opposing conformity

EAP Fall 10-Week Business Training 
Course —  Develop a fully vetted professional 
business plan completed by the end of the 
course. Learn fi rst-hand where and how to 
conduct research for your business by taking 
a fi eld-trip to the Science, Industry, Business 
Library of New York. Learn from experts and 
specialist who include a lawyer, accountant, 
marketing expert, and technology consultant.
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 pm 
through Dec. 15
Cost: $300
Where: Queens Borough Hall 120-55 Queens 
Blvd Room G110 Kew Gardens, NY 11424 
Contact: Franklin Mora fmora@queensn.org 
(718) 263-0546  
Website: www.queensny.org/business/
programs/eap

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 
2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@

accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey 
G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —  BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. 
BNI provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. Contact 
chapter president Martin Koos to arrange a 
visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter —  BNI 
is a business and professional networking 
organization that allows only one person 

per professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment to 
further business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses today’s 
challenges and helps form alliances.  
Relationships are built. Facilitator is 
Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, entrepreneur, 
coordinator, leader and organizer with 
contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts the 
Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: www.accessoffi ce.net

Bayswater Jewish Center Thrift Sale —  Clothing, 
kitchenware, appliances, bric-a-brac, linens and lots more!
When: Thursday, Dec. 15, 7 pm; Sunday, Dec. 18, 12 pm & Monday, 
Dec. 19, 4 pm
Where: Bayswater Jewish Center, 2355 Healy Ave., Far 
Rockaway

N E W S P A P E R S 

The TimesLedger Newspapers 
has launched a website about 
murders in SE Queens. 

The site includes audio slide-
shows, an interactive map and 
stories about the victims.

For more information visit 
us online. 

HAVE YOU SEEN 

OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedarkwww.timesledger.com/shots-in-the-dark
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WE HAVE ALL THE INGREDIENTS TO MAKE YOUR HOLIDAY SEASON A CULINARY SUCCESS.
Choose your favorites from our wide variety of German classics including wursts, 
meats, cheese, salads, dumplings & sauces.

Stammtisch caters to all your needs. Their shelves are stocked with fresh breads, 
pretzel rolls, spaetzle, dairy and canned goods, chocolates and personal items.

The staff is friendly and helpful so don’t hesitate to ask them any questions you may have.

69-40 Myrtle Ave. Glendale, NY 11385 (next door to Zum Stammtisch Restaurant)

The New Butcher On The Block!

ULINARY SUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCESS.
sts,

avee.

Full Line 
of Butcher Meats, 

Sausage and 
party salads.

Get all of the “wurst” all
through the year at the
best pork store in town

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM OUR FAMILY

TO YOURS!

ORDER YOUR HAMS, ROASTS, TURKEYS & SIDE DISHES BY 
DECEMBER 18TH TO MAKE YOUR HOLIDAY A SUCCESS

OPEN MONDAY DECEMBER 19TH 
CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

SE Queens cheerleading squad 
builds young girls’ character

BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
For a group of girls in southeast 

Queens, cheerleading is more than just 
about pom-poms — it is an extracurricular 
activity that is enriching their lives.

Over the last couple of months, the 
two dozen 7- through 14-year-olds who are 
part of the Queens Elite Cheerleading team 
have been working hard after school and 
on weekends to show other groups around 
the state that they are a dancing force to be 
reckoned with.

Medals and trophies are not the only 
the rewards the team members get, accord-
ing to its founders.

“We have several girls who were shy 
introverts who we see blossoming into con-
fident young women,” said Katia Leon, co-
founder of the team and one of its coaches.

Leon and her fellow team organizer, 
Angela Murray, who both taught cheer-
leading in the past, formed Queens Elite in 
the fall to give parents and their daughters 
an option for competitive cheerleading that 
was close to home.

As a former cheerleader herself, Leon 
said it was an extracurricular exercise 
that required as much dedication and com-

mitment as any other team activity.
“Cheerleading is definitely a sport. 

These girls require quite a bit of athletic 
ability,” she said.

The girls practice three times a week 
for two to three hours at IS 109 at 213-10 
92nd Ave. in Queens Village. After some 
warm-ups and strength conditioning, the 
team members have to go through intense 
choreography moves that include flips, 
high jumps and sometimes holding an-
other member on their shoulders for long 
periods of time, according to Leon.

Aside from their physical work, the 
girls also hone their skills through obser-
vation. Leon and Murray have arranged 
several field trips to local colleges, includ-
ing Adelphi University, where the girls can 
meet the cheerleading squads and watch 
them practice.

“It’s a way to show the girls that they 
can go to college and continue to do this,” 
Leon said.

Despite the hours of training, she said 
the girls are able to balance their time with 
schoolwork and stay ahead of the class.

“The girls have pretty rigorous sched-
ules, but they are on the honor roll, so we 
are proud of that,” she said.

We use and recommend
Repêchage skin care products

33-19 Francis Lewis Blvd., Bayside  
718.539-0102

Mon.-Sun. 10am to 7:30pm

 Herbal  Facials

   Make-Up
Threading

Experience Exotic Beauty at...Experience Exotic Beauty at...

Holiday Specials
$15 OFF

Repêchage Facials

Herbal Facials
2 for $65

Come with a friend

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 

www.NYParenting.com 
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Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100

Visit with Santa (bring your camera)
TOYS FOR TOTS | FREE REFRESHMENTS | RAFFLES
 www.metrony.wish.org

The Make-A-Wish Foundation 
of Metro New York

Foundation

Children under 2 years Free

Dec. 10 -11 & 

Dec. 17-18, 2011

10 am to 8 pm

Church of St. Mel

154-24  26th Avenue

(Entrance on 26th Ave.)

Flushing, NY 11354 

Discounts available
from Dec. 12th to 16th

for Private Groups & Schools 
Call: 646-515-2015
All donations will go directly to 
The Make-A- Wish Foundation 

of Metro New York
Children ages 2-12 $5 pp

Adults 

$10 pp

Visit with Santa (bring your camera)
TOYS FOR TOTS | FREE REFRESHMENTS | RAFFLES
 www.metrony.wish.org

The Make-A-Wish Foundation 
of Metro New York

Foundation

Children under 2 years s Free

Dec. 10 -11 & 

Dec. 17-18, 2011

10 am to 8 pm

Church of St. Mel

154-24  26th Avenue

(Entrance on 26th Ave.)

Flushing, NY 11354 

Discounts available
from Dec. 12th to 16th

for Private Groups & Schools 
Call: 646-515-2015
All donations will go directly to 
The Make-A- Wish Foundation 

of Metro New York

hildren under 2 yearss

Children ages 2-12 2 $5 ppChildddren ages 2-122

Adults Adults

$10 pp

Bloomy slams Sebelius on Plan B decision

Mayor Michael Bloomberg criticized U.S. Health and 
Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius for mak-
ing the morning-after pill unavailable to women younger 
than 17 at a LaGuardia Community College event Monday 
morning.

“It would be much better if these young girls didn’t 
get pregnant, but once that happens I think this should be 
available,” Bloomberg said.

The morning-after pill, also known as emergency con-
traceptive pills, do not cause abortions but deliver a large 
dose of levonorgestrel, a synthetic hormone found in most 
birth control pills. They are meant to be taken within a 

few days after having sex to prevent pregnancy. The pills 
are available to women 17 and older.

Sebelius made the decision despite the recommenda-
tion of FDA Commissioner Dr. Margaret Hamburg, who 
worked as the city’s Health Commissioner for Mayor Da-
vid Dinkins.

The secretary said she acted not because of politics 
but because she did not believe the scientific data collected 
justified making the pill available to all ages.

— Rebecca Henely
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Anna Arteagt (l.) holds pup Lucas and Michael DiMarco (front) holds Kasey near Santa - Ken Moss - and elves Selona Romero and Jema Shah during Santa Paws, an event for people and their pets to have 
their photo taken with Kris Kringle. DiMarco is the owner of the owner of Doggy Be Good, a grooming, boarding and training business in College Point. (r.) Beth Devivo’s dog Rocky sports a festive outfit. 

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Thousands of children converged on JFK’s Hanger 19 provided by the Port Authority Police for the Community Mayors’ annual Operation Santa last week. (above l.) Chicken Little greets David Stockton and 
Patrick Glover. (r.) Santa waves to the crowd from his sleigh. Photos by Nat Valentine

The Knights of Pythias threw a holiday party for children at St. Mary’s 
Healthcare System. (Clockwise from top) Sophia (r.) takes a closer look at Kris 
Kringle, also known as Arnold Edelkind; Jamie smiles after receiving a danc-
ing Santa; and youngsters from the St. Andrew Avellino choir watch the magic 
show. Photos by Christina Santucci

Akemi Li, 4, says hello to Santa - Dana Friedman of New York City 
Santa - at Sky View Center in Flushing. Photo by Christina Santucci
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www.maspethfederal.com

MAIN OFFICE:
56-18  69th Street
Maspeth, NY 11378
(718) 335-1300 �

LOAN CENTER:
56-05 69th Street

Maspeth, NY 11378
(718) 651-7888 �

185-18 Horace Harding Expy.
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

(718)353-6145

64-19 Woodhaven Blvd. 
Rego Park, NY 11374 

(718) 459-3400 �

101-09 Metropolitan Ave.
Forest Hills, NY 11375

(718) 520-1500 �

801 Jericho Turnpike
New Hyde Park, NY 11040

(516) 437-5000 �

66-60 Fresh Pond Road
Ridgewood, NY 11385

(718) 497-4800

� Free Parking Available                                                                                                                  24 Hr. ATMs on-site

Peace on Earth

We Treat You Like Family

Season’s GreetingsSeason’s Greetings
From Your Friends At. . .

May this Holiday
Season bring   

Peace,
Hope &
Happiness
to us all!!
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“THE PERFECT FAMILY HOLIDAY COMEDY.”
JOEL AMOS, MOVIEFANATIC.COM

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATRES AND SHOWTIMES
Mobile Users: For Showtimes - Text Message CHIPWRECKED   and your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)

STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16
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“Be Different” Let us make your next Dream Piece of Jewelry a Reality...
unusual and one-of-a-kind collections 

FREE ESTIMATES ON 
ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGa, ETC.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.okgjewelry.com 
“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” 

Custom Designed Jewelry 
to fit any budget!

E:
elry.com

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

Reality...Realitlity..y....

SCAN HERE 
FOR OUR WEBSITE

Diamond Setting and Sizing While You Wait…Viewing Permitted

FREE 
REPAIR*

 
 

or more

 FREE*

Watch 

w/repair

 FREE*

while you wait

 
Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds
Into Custom Designed Jewelry 
to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum 
Jewelry Repair On The Premises

Free Cleaning 

* Not to be combined with 
any other offer. Expires 

12.31.11

�����
����	
����

����
�������

�����
�����

�
����
����
����
����

����
�
�����

����

�
����
�����

�����

�������
���� �
�����

����
����
��

	
��
����

�����
�����
�����

�������	

�����
����
����

	
�� 
���� �� � �������� ���� ������� ���� ������ ���� 
��� ��
!!!�"#��#$�"�%�&$��'&( � )*
+,�� ���
� � �$## -�$.��� &� ���#

The lowest prices every day of the year. Period.
������
�

����� ���
�
�����

�����

�����
����

��	��
���

������
�
���
 ���
�

�����

������
��
�

���
�	
�����

��������
���
����

  No Time To Lose....Call 
Four Two’s!Four Two’s!

Private Car Service

• Quick Response Anytime/Anywhere
• Reasonable Rates

• Reservations Welcome
• Radio Dispatched

• Special Rates to Airports
• Corporate & Private Accounts Welcome

• Package & Courier Deliveries

718-746-2222
24-Hour
Service

Senior 
Citizen 

Discounts 
Available

$2.00 OFF*
*Resorts World 

at Aqueduct
(Not to be combined with any  

other offer) Exp. 1/15/12

$2.00 OFF*
*any ride over 

$20.00
(Not to be combined with any 

other offer) Exp. 1/15/12

$3.00 OFF*
*any ride over 

$30.00
(Not to be combined with any  

other offer) Exp. 1/15/12

FOUR TWO’S

Keeping Our Clients Satisfi ed Is Our #1 Priority

NYC Taxi & Limousine
#B00445

Accepting All
Major Credit Cards

Happy Holidays! Make Your New Year’s Eve Resevations Early!
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crowLey’s democraTic orgaNizaTioN’s HoLiday ParTy aT THe QueeNs HaLL of scieNce

QueeNs coNservaTive ParTy cHrisTmas eveNT aT americaN LegioN PosT 1424

2

21

1

65

3

3

7

4

8

Nettie Mayersohn and Claire Shulman

Katherine James, Tom Long and Kathy Papa

Judy and Tony Avella, Grace Meng, her 
husband and two sons

Vito Lopez and Joe Crowley

Phil Plancia and Rabbi Morton Pomeranz

Christine Quinn, Chuck Schumer, Jose 
Peralta and Michael Simanowitz

Toby Stavisky, Karen Koslowitz and Lilly 
Gavrin

Angela Casey, Berta Fust, Anka Long, Lois Arcuri (front), 
Tom Casey, Tom Long and Vincent Arcuri

Jose Peralta, Jimmy Van Bramer, Joe 
Crowley and Michael Den Dekker

Warren Schreiber, Matt Silverstein, 
Debbie Markell, Mike Reich and David 
Weprin

Joe Crowley and Chuck Schumer

aLLey PoNd greeN gaLa aT Terrace oN THe Park

21 3 4Irene Scheid, Bill Nieter, Mary Ann 
Gallagher, Rita Sherman and Richard Blum

Helen Marshall, honoree Kenneth D. Daly 
and Jim Gennaro

Irene Scheid, Frank Padavan, honoree 
Cas Holloway, Rita Sherman and Walter 
Mugdan

Bernice Siegal, Rebecca Lynch and 
Nicholas Roloson

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Style for your windows, savings 
for you. Hunter Douglas window 
fashions are always a smart choice 
for creating inviting, attractive spaces. 
Now through December 12, 2011, 
mail-in rebates let you enjoy select 
styles at a savings of $25 to $300 
per unit.* Purchase and install their 
energy-efficient Duette® Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades before the end 
of this year, and you may qualify for 
a federal tax credit of up to $500.** 
Ask us for details. 
Clockwise from top left: Silhouette® Window Shadings, 
Luminette® Privacy Sheers, Duette® Architella® Honeycomb 
Shades, Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made 9/13/11 – 12/12/11. Rebate offers may not be combined; there is a limit of one rebate per qualifying unit. For each qualifying unit purchased, the higher applicable rebate amount 
will apply. Other limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. **For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a 
salesperson or visit hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. The tax credit for 2011 is subject to a limitation based in part on the amount of Section 25C credits taken in prior years. It is 
recommended that you consult your tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation and your ability to claim this tax credit. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE
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20 Cedar Swamp Road in Glen Cove ���������	
����� rallyelexus.com

For 36 months, $2,975 Down* For 36 months, $2,950 Down* For 36 months, $2,999 Down* For 36 months, $2,625 Down*

$309/Mo‘12 CT200h
LEASE FOR ONLY:

$329/Mo‘12 IS250
LEASE FOR ONLY:

$379/Mo‘12 ES350
LEASE FOR ONLY:

$449/Mo‘12 RX350
LEASE FOR ONLY:

�������������������������
���������!"�����
�
��#�������������%&��������������'(�)�+�-�.+��8;<����)=>��8;<��?�@��B�H��+J���K�����(���.���+�.���=���?�(�'��+��H��+��))���=��(J  £P��+�(�'����>���Q��<=)�(+�=�(;J���@U�'���=�(��)�.V+��88.=W�(J�����)��(�.�H=.�)����(+J�ZP���((�'�.��-��)�8.�	=>��)�[�K�+�
<=)�(+�H=.��8��=�\��<=+J�]�+�)�=�����.�Q�^�'.�)��J���@U�'���=�8.�<�.;�(��)�.+��88.=W�(J�%�+�)��(+_����������Q�QQ���������!"�����������#����������
���%&��������
����`���#������Q�����������������Q��\��J�Q�b��<�(�+��8�.�;��.����cf<�J��))���=��(J�����(�.g�\�Q��J

O
F T

H
E Y

EA
R O

N ALL 2011 
LEXUS 
MODELS

VISIT RALLYE LEXUS 
TODAY FOR THE 

BEST

FORGET THE HALLS...

DECK THE DRIVEWAY.

SAVINGS

2008 IS250 "����fk.�;��NAVIGATION����b�<�J�+�BgQ�
\�8�JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ$26,445
2009 IS250 k(�'��.f](�'B��NAVIGATION, ONLY 22K mi.�+�BgQ��
\8�JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ$28,777
2009 RX350 ]�<@==fk.�;��NAVIGATION���Qb�<�J�+�BgQ����8�JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ$29,841

2005 RX350 ]�<@==f�W=.;��NAVIGATION��\�b�<�J�+�BgQ��
�8�JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ$21,826
2007 ES350 k=()f��+�<�.���q.�<��<�q�'B�����ONLY 21K mi.�+�BgQ����8�JJJJJJJJ$22,888
2008 ES350 u==�+��((f](�'B��NAVIGATION����b�<�J�+�BgQ���Q8JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ$24,887
2008 ES350 �<=B�;fk.�;��NAVIGATION, ONLY 25K mi.�+�BgQ����8�JJJJJJJJJJ$25,838

RALLYE LEXUS PRE-OWNED MANAGER SPECIALS APR FINANCING
AVAILABLE§2.9%

N O W  T H R O U G H  J A N U A R Y  3

0.9% APR FOR UP TO

60 M OS £

Rallye Lexus Luxury Owner 
Reward Program

VISIT RALLYE TODAY AND ASK ABOUT OUR

VISIT RALLYELEXUS.COM TO SEE OUR ENTIRE PRE-OWNED INVENTORY

Do You Drive A:

Competitive Owner Rebates

]u"��u�.'�)�+	]��y��!�)�����)�((�'��[��'=(���
z����.��[��)�%=W�.��q=.+'����!'�.�����-�������

]��'B�=.�{=(W=|��H�+=���+B��@=���=�._
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Switch to MCU Checking.
Make your move.

As a credit union, we don’t charge excessive fees.

Open an MCU Checking Account today!  
For more information visit nymcu.org

No monthly fee on your Debit Card

�

�

Free – Online  

Banking, BillPay  

and eStatements

No fee at non-MCU ATMs –  

with $2,000 in combined deposits
�

�

No checking  
account fee –  

with $500 combined  

monthly account balance*

Checking
Money Market 

CDs 

IRAs

Online Banking

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

Auto Loans

Credit Cards

Mortgages

Personal Loans

Convenient ATMs

*A monthly Minimum Balance Charge may apply if you have less than $500 in combined deposits as of the end of any calendar month. This fee is 

waived for the first year following the opening of an account, if you are 21 and younger or 62 and older, and under certain other circumstances. 

For more details, ask for a copy of the Credit Union’s Schedule of Dividends, Service Charges and Fees or visit our website at www.nymcu.org. 

Membership eligibility requirements must be met.

Federally insured by NCUA
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behind schedule on the 2nd Avenue Sub-
way and East Side Access, according to 
federal officials.

6. Breakdowns increased and rider-
ship decreased on buses.

7. Hurricane Irene could have been 
worse, but many New Yorkers experienced 
what the loss of transit service meant to 
the City that Never Sleeps.

8. Garbage cans disappeared from 
subway stations.

9. Passenger assaults on bus drivers 
and subway workers climbed.

10. A tax-free transit benefit may 
shrink by half next year.

with disabilities,” Farbstein 
said.

Gianaris and Schumer be-
gan their call for a “passenger 
advocate” after three women 
from New York state and Flor-
ida came forward with stories 
of being mishandled at JFK. 
They wrote a letter to U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Securi-
ty Secretary Janet Napolitano 
and TSA Administrator John 
Pistole Sunday requesting this 
advocate be on call to settle dis-
putes as they happen, rather 
than having passengers who 

feel they have been mishandled 
write a complaint later.

The legislators also want 
an investigation into the three 
women’s cases.

“The rules that exist today 
don’t allow for strip searches 
and that seems to be what has 
happened there,” Gianaris 
said.

A TSA official said they 
conducted an investigation of 
the three women’s cases and 
denied the women were strip-
searched.

Ruth Sherman, 88, who 
lives in Sunrise, Fla., said she 
came to New York for Thanks-
giving. Sherman wears a colos-
tomy bag on her left side, and 
could not go through the scan-

ner, so she was asked to go into 
another room and lower her 
sweatpants.

“I travelled a lot and noth-
ing like that happened before,” 
Sherman said. “And I was vio-
lated, absolutely violated.”

On the same day, Lenore 
Zimmerman, 85, of Long Beach, 
N.Y., declined to go through 
the scanner because she has 
a heart defibrillator. She was 
taken into another room and 
allegedly asked to remove her 
blouse and undergarments.

Family members of Sher-
man and Zimmerman joined 
Gianaris and Schumer at the 
announcement Sunday.

After Zimmerman and 
Sherman came forward, Linda 

Kallish of Boynton, Fla., said 
TSA agents took her out of line 
and into another room after 
she said she is diabetic and has 
an insulin pump in her leg. She 
was allegedly asked to remove 
her pants in the other room.

The daughter of a 95-year-
old woman, Lena Reppert, also 
reported that TSA allegedly 
agents kept her mother from 
getting a flight from Fort Wal-
ton Beach, Fla., to Detroit, say-
ing her incontinence pad set off 
alarms.

Gianaris said security 
measures such as scanners 
and pat-downs are important 
but said the alleged incidents 
were out of bounds and defied 
common sense.

tral Parkway could have 
netted the city $14,777, the 
report said.

Souvenir carts in Asto-
ria Park could have brought 
in $10,555, better tennis 
professional contracts in 
Juniper Valley Park could 
have made $1,180, accord-
ing to the report.

But Parks had much to 

say about the way Liu con-
ducted the audit and said 
in many cases gaps in op-
eration were used to make 
critical capital improve-
ments that in the end raked 
in more money from the 
city anyway.

“The recommenda-
tions in this report, if fol-
lowed, would have Parks 
pursue concession revenue 

above all other consider-
ations,” Garafola said. “We 
cannot simply ignore legal 
obligations and ongoing 
legal proceedings to main-
tain a revenue stream, nor 
would we forgo opportuni-
ties to obtain large-scale, 
long-term capital invest-
ments that while they may 
temporarily delay the col-
lection of a revenue stream 
will permanently increase 
the value of that stream for 
the future.”

want them to be addressed, 
particularly emergency 
rooms.”

The hospitals in 
Queens that have closed 
include St. Joseph’s Hospi-
tal in Flushing, which was 
converted into the drug 
abuse support facility Cor-
nerstone of Medical Arts 
Center in 2007; Parkway 
Hospital in Forest Hills, 
which shut its doors in 
2008 due to a recommenda-
tion from the first Berger 
Commission; and Mary Im-
maculate in Jamaica and 
St. John’s Queens Hospital 
in Elmhurst, which were 
closed in 2009 after failing 
to get $36 million from the 

state to cover operating 
costs.

Crowley said the loss 
of emergency rooms was a 
particular concern as time 
could mean the difference 
between life and death in 
many situations. He also 
said that closing a hospital 
is a loss to the local busi-
nesses that employees once 
patronized.

“Hospitals are an eco-
nomic engine and they are 
in our communities,” he 
said.

The congressman said 
some possible solutions 
could be relieving hospitals 
of their debt or creating a 
free-standing emergency 
room like the one being 
set up at the former site of 

Manhattan’s St. Vincent 
Hospital in Greenwich Vil-
lage.

“I think there’s room 
for a lot of creativity here,” 
he said.

Crowley’s district, 
which encompasses Jack-
son Heights, East Elmhurst, 
Elmhurst, Corona, Wood-
side, Maspeth, College Point 
and parts of the Bronx, does 
not include any of the shut-
tered hospitals, but he said 
the closings have had an ef-
fect on his constituents.

But his district does 
cover Elmhurst Hospital 
Center, which has been 
working to expand its ser-
vices.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

cess to transportation,” 
Smith said.

TLC Commissioner 
David Yassky said many 
unemployed are trying 

to break into the taxi cab 
driving business and the 
bill would benefit those 
drivers, the New York Post 
reported. Currently a re-
cord 50,000 have licenses to 
drive a yellow cab, the Post 
reported.

Smith disagreed the 
market would be saturated 

by the additional cabs. He 
said even in Manhattan 
he sometimes has to hail 
three or four cabs before 
one stops.

“I think they’re trying 
to be selfish,” Smith said of 
the drivers, “and that’s a 
shame.”

While Sondheim ad-
mitted to some of his past 
shows being commercial 
flops, Rich reminded the 
audience that over decades, 
they have been studied, 
analyzed, admired and of-
ten critically acclaimed as 
wonderful reincarnations.

Sondheim’s intricately 
layered scores and com-
plex approach to creating 
words and music might 
have something to do with 
his musical influences — 
Ravel, Beethoven, Rodgers, 
Gershwin and Arlen (“Over 
the Rainbow”) — and “be-

ing brought up on movies.”
During his introduc-

tion, Joseph Cuomo, found-
ing director of Evening 
Readings, spoke about 
“the brilliant complexity 
of Sondheim’s characters, 
and the narrative richness 
of his songs, which offer 
glimpses into lives com-
plexly lived. His characters 
were each recognizable as 
themselves and distinctly 
individual.”

Learning a lot about 
the theater — and games — 
from his mentor, lyricist/
playwright Oscar Hammer-
stein II, Sondheim recalled 
that “he taught me bridge, 
and I taught him chess. And 
at 13, I wanted to be him.”

Sondheim said he was 

there when Hammerstein 
wrote “Oklahoma”, .

It was 1945, and Sond-
heim was 15. Hammerstein 
invited him to the opening 
of “Carousel.” During the 
first act, Sondheim recalled 
getting tearful, and after-
wards embracing Dorothy 
Hammerstein, the compos-
er’s wife who served as his 
surrogate mother after his 
parents’ divorce, and weep-
ing into her good luck mink 
stole.  He left permanent 
tears stains on it.

“But I had a good 
time,” he told the audience, 
“and ‘Carousel’ was a hit.”

For more information, 
visit qcreadings.org.

essary funding for the MTA 
from other sources.”

The new measure will 
have no effect on MTA 
funding since the state will 
reimburse the MTA for all 
revenue that has been elim-
inated by the tax reduction,  
the governor’s office said.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
pointed out that the payroll 
tax legislation eliminated 
the MTA payroll tax for pri-
vate and parochial schools.

Opposition was great 
throughout the area where 
the MTA tax was effective, 

but particularly heavy on 
Long Island, where the 
MTA’s Long Island Rail 
Road and Nassau Bus op-
erate. Nassau Bus recently 
withdrew from the MTA. 
The MTA had declined to 
maintain the level of finan-
cial subsidy for the bus line 
the agency had long main-
tained.

A leader of the oppo-
sition to the tax was state 
Senate leader Dean Skelos 
(R-Nassau).

“The MTA payroll 
tax has been an enormous 
burden on businesses and 
we now are lifting that bur-
den,” said Skelos about the 
legislation signed in West 
Hempstead, L.I., Monday.

“We are grateful to the 

governor, majority leader 
and speaker for reaching 
an agreement that ensures 
the MTA will continue to 
receive the level of funding 
needed to keep New York 
and its economy moving,” 
the MTA said following 
passage of the tax reduc-
tion legislation.

The MTA payroll tax 
provided 14.3 percent of the 
MTA operating budget.

Although the new leg-
islation pledged to make 
good to the MTA all money 
taken away by the payroll 
tax reduction, some transit 
activists have questioned 
where such funds would 
come from in a state long in 
financial distress.
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BY MARC RAIMONDI

With the current crop 
of Queens girls volleyball 
players, it would be hard to 
say they were not the city’s 
best.

St. Francis Prep won a 
fifth-straight Catholic High 
School Athletic Association 
Brooklyn/Queens Division 
I title and became the first 
team from New York City to 
reach the CHSAA Class AA 
state final since 2000. Arch-
bishop Molloy was right be-
hind SFP, falling to its rival 
in a five-set classic in the 
B/Q final.

In the PSAL, Cardozo 
won a second-straight PSAL 
city title, beating another 
Queens team, rival Francis 
Lewis, in the Class A final. 
A non-Queens school has 
not won it all in the PSAL 
since 2006.

All-Queens girls’ 

volleyball Player of the 

Year: Ashley Grubler, 

Cardozo

Leading Cardozo to 
its first PSAL city title in 
29 years in 2010 was hard 
enough. But repeating? 
That was even more diffi-
cult.

The Judges went 
through trials and tribu-
lations this season. The 
pressure of trying to win 
again with a core return-
ing group started to get to 
them — Grubler, who can 
be her own worst critic, 
especially. But in the play-
offs, she turned the nega-
tive energy into a positive, 
leading Cardozo to a second 
straight title, this time over 
rival Francis Lewis in the 
final.

SJU’s homegrown Red Bull
Connor Lade signed by Major League Soccer’s New York franchise

Grubler gets honor 
as boro’s best player

Cardozo’s Ashley Grubler is the New York Post’s all-Queens girls’ 
volleyball Player of the Year. Photo by Denis Gostev

BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

Connor Lade put to-
gether an impressive career 
over his four years with 
the St. John’s men’s soccer 
team and now he will get a 
chance to prove his worth 
at the professional level 
with Major League Soccer’s 
New York Red Bulls.

On Dec. 5, it was an-
nounced that Lade signed 
a contract with his home-
town club. The Convent 
Station, N.J. native — from 
just outside Morristown — 
native was thrilled that he 
would be getting an oppor-
tunity to play for the team 
he grew up watching.

“It is pretty special to 
play locally, to be around 
my family and friends and 
it’s such a great club that 
the Red Bulls have,” said 
Lade.

Lade was signed under 
the Home Grown Player 
Rule, which allows teams 
to sign an unlimited num-
ber of players as long as 
they participated in the 
club’s academy. The Red 
Bulls are able to sign up 
to two players each year 
from its homegrown talent 
list. Teams can now liter-
ally create rosters of home-
grown players.

Lade joined the Red 
Bulls Academy in the win-
ter of 2007, largely due to 
his coach at St. John’s, Dave 
Masur. Masur urged him to 
join prior to entering St. 
John’s so that he could com-
pete at a high level, which 
would prepare him for the 
rigors of Big East play.

Masur just finished 
his 21st season coaching at 
St. John’s, where he won a 
national championship in 

1996. Lade had nothing but 
good things to say about his 
former coach.

“He has been support-
ive of me and I’m very ap-
preciative of everything he 
has taught me,” said Lade. 
“I will stay in contact with 
him because he is such a 
great coach.”

In his 2011 campaign 
with the Red Storm, Lade 
had the chance he wanted 
to avenge the team’s 2010 
shortcomings by capturing 
the Big East Tournament 
title and a bid to the NCAA 
Tournament. They were 
bounced from the tourna-
ment in a 1-0 loss to Brown 
in the second round, but 
Lade was extremely proud 

of the effort.
In recognition of his 

outstanding play during 
the year, Lade earned first 
team, All-Northeast Region 
honors as well as the Big 
East Tournament’s Most 
Outstanding Defensive 
Player Award. Lade was 
humbled with the acco-
lades, but he believes that 
they were just a compli-
ment to how well the team 
played.

“It was a tribute to 
everything we were able 
to overcome and I’m very 
fortunate to be recognized 
for that, but I wish every-
one could get one of those 
awards on the team,” said 
Lade.

Lade might have to hold 
off on the celebration, how-
ever. Finals week stands in 
his way of preparation for 
the upcoming MLS season. 
The sports management 
major will then only have 
to complete one internship 
to earn his degree.

After that it will be 
strictly business. Lade will 
be focusing on his fitness so 
he will show up in the best 
possible shape. He hopes 
to open some eyes as a Red 
Bull and make an impact as 
a rookie, but he’s not look-
ing too far ahead.

“I don’t want to look too 
far into the future because I 
really want to focus now on 
what I can be doing.”

Connor Lade was selected this month to join Major League Soccer’s New York Red Bulls. 
Photo courtesy St. John’s University

Continued on Page 60
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58 Davis leads incredible fourth quarter comeback
BY ZACH BRAZILLER

The first three quar-
ters belonged to Carlos 
Galan, Gompers’ smooth 
6-foot-1 shooting guard. But 
Will Davis and Holy Cross 
owned the final stanza, a 
trade-off they gladly took.

It was enough for a 
closer-than-expected, bas-
ketball 64-61 victory for 
the Queens Catholic school 
in the CHSAA-PSAL Chal-
lenge at Baruch College 
Sunday afternoon.

Davis led the Knights 
back from a 12-point, third-
quarter deficit, scoring 
nine of his team-high 16 
points in the fourth quar-
ter, including the game-
winning three-pointer 
with 4.8 seconds remain-
ing. Galan finished with 
29 points, but managed just 
six after giving Gompers 
its biggest lead, 53-41, in the 
final minute of the third.

“The team needed 
somebody to step up, so I 
had to step up,” Davis said.

After a solid sopho-
more year, Davis struggled 
as a junior, mostly because 
of a nagging knee injury. He 

was never truly 100 percent 
and had to wear a bulky 
brace on his right knee 
that was so big Holy Cross 

Coach Paul Gilvary joked 
he could guard him. With a 
sleeve on the knee instead, 
that isn’t an issue anymore 
as Sunday’s performance 
showed.

“It makes me much 
quicker and able to cut fast-
er,” he said. “I’m 100 percent 
healthy, so I feel good.”

Eddie Roscigno added 
15 points for Cross, which 
was without standout guard 
Marquise Moore (broken 
toe). Mareiga Clarke had 12 
points, nine rebounds and 
three blocks, Anthony Li-
broia tallied 11 points and 
six assists and Terrell Wil-
liams had nine.

Holy Cross (3-1) made 
life difficult for Galan, the 
high-scoring junior, by 
throwing multiple defend-
ers at him, forcing Galan 
to give up the ball. The 
Knights sped up the tempo 
against the slower Pan-
thers, creating fast break 
opportunities with their 
full-court pressure and 
stopped settling for perim-

eter jump shots.
“We made him work 

much harder to get the 
ball,” Gilvary said. “We 
made him work harder to 
get his shots off. I thought 
Terrell Williams did a great 
job defending him. That, I 
think, was the difference in 
the game.”

The game began to 
turn late in the third quar-
ter when Davis and Clarke 
scored consecutive baskets 
to trim the Gompers lead to 
eight. Holy Cross got even 
on a Clarke three-pointer 
from the top of the key with 
2:00 remaining and went 
ahead on a Davis free throw 
with 37.6 left.

After Galan answered 
with a free throw, Gilvary 
designed a play to free up 
Davis. Libroia penetrated 
and found the open Davis 
alone on the right wing. He 
drained the three-pointer 
and Galan’s desperation 
heave at the horn only drew 
nothing but backboard.

“We executed and he 

was open,” Gilvary said 
of Davis’ game-winning 
jumper. “That’s all you can 
do — get your shooters open 
looks.”

It was another frus-
trating finish for Gompers 
(0-5), which had such high 
hopes during the preseason 
but is 0-5. Coach Ned Jack-
son criticized the game’s of-
ficials. There was a flagrant 
foul in the fourth quarter 
called on Yohan Almonte, 
he said, that was similar to 
a hard foul on Galan. Fur-
thermore, a Galan basket 
down the stretch was wiped 
out because the Holy Cross 
foul was deemed on the 
floor.

“[The fourth quarter] 
is not the time for the of-
ficials to get involved,” he 
said. “They determined the 
game. My player got pushed 
to the floor, no flagrant; 
their player gets fouled 
hard, they get two shots 
and the ball. The officials 
were inconsistent.”

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Five minutes and 23 
seconds into the Battle of 
the Boulevard, the Holy 
Cross hockey team was 
down three goals. Coach 
Kevin Goodspeed’s first 
instinct would’ve normally 
been to call a timeout and 
settle down his team, but 
not with this group.

“We have a good senior 
team, we have a lot of lead-
ership, and I was confident 
they would do what they 
had to do,” the Holy Cross 
coach said.

He was right to feel 
that way. Led by captains 
Alan Mook, Michael Do-
nato and Sean Dolan, the 
Knights never panicked. 
They found themselves 
after the shaky start, scor-
ing the game’s final four 
goals to pull out a thrilling 
5-4 win in Catholic High 
School Hockey League 
Class B hockey Dec. 6over 
St. Francis Prep at Flush-

ing’s World Ice Arena.
“Our captains really 

stepped up,” Goodspeed 
said. “It was a leadership 
game.”

Goaltender J.D. 
Schabutti was brilliant, 
keeping Cross within strik-
ing distance in the first 
period and preserving the 
lead in the third. Donato, 
the big and talented center, 
scored twice, including the 
game-winner on a rocket 
of a wrist shot 4:15 into the 
final frame just 20 seconds 
after Andrew Andriopou-
lus pulled them even with a 
pretty open-ice move.

“It’s nothing better 
than [beating St. Francis],” 
Donato said. “It’s bragging 
rights. This is a great win.”

Schabutti had the 
Cross crowd on its feet 
throughout the third peri-
od. He made a pair of glove 
saves on Patrick Schule 
and Steven Leonard in the 
span of a minute, held onto 
a Nicholas Veljacich wris-
ter and was able to deflect 

St. Francis (1-1-0, 2 points) 
star Patrick Schule’s slap 
shot in the final minute just 
wide.

“He stood on his head 

at the end,” Donato said. 
“We left him out to dry in 
the first period, we helped 
him out after that and he 
made some big saves later.”

Indeed, even in allow-
ing three goals in the first 
period, Schabutti played 
well.

“As a goalie, I always 
want to keep my team in 
the game,” he said. “I had 
to not let [the early goals] 
throw me off.”

The moment the lead 
reached three goals, St. 
Francis Coach Mike Watts 
was telling his players to 
avoid overconfidence. Ye, 
after a dominant first pe-
riod, the Terriers went flat.

“A lot of times when 
you get that lead, you leave 
a little opening and let the 
other team get back into the 
game,” he said. “That’s one 
of the first things we said 
to them, ‘Don’t get com-
placent.’ But they’re high 
school kids. You see it in 
the pros.”

The rivalry turned 
late in the first period when 
Mook set up Donato for his 
first of two goals. St. Fran-
cis Prep’s Aaron Acosta 
and Nick Bowerman of 

Cross traded tallies in the 
first minute of the second 
period and Steven Cacchi-
oli got the Knights (4-0-0, 8 
points) within one when he 
got to a loose puck in front 
of the net. Andriopoulus 
had the goal of the night to 
pull Cross even, shaking 
Schule in the neutral zone 
and beating Terriers goalie 
Steven Pelan top shelf.

Goodspeed was elated 
his players were able to 
respond after the shaky 
start, particularly since he 
thinks St. Francis, along 
with defending champion 
Archbishop Stepinac, is 
one of the teams to beat in 
the ‘B.’ His team isn’t there 
quite yet, despite the 4-0-0 
start, but he is pleased with 
its development.

“We started to pick it 
up [after the slow start], 
we started to work harder, 
move our feet quicker, and 
that was the difference,” 
Donato said.

Holy Cross’ Will Davis scored 16 points in the Knights’ come-from-
behind, 64-61 victory over Gompers. Photo by Denis Gostev

Holy Cross hockey pulls off stunner against St. Francis

Holy Cross’ Alan Mook advances the puck in the Knights’ 5-4 win 
over St. Francis Prep. Photo by Denis Gostev
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BY MARC RAIMONDI

There is a method to 
Bob Mackey’s madness.

Why else would he 
schedule Bishop Ford, a 
tough league opponent, 
and perennial national 
power Archbishop Carroll 
the first week of the sea-
son with a young team and 
without its future Division 
I senior Rayne Connell?

“I wanted to do that,” 
the Christ the King coach 
said. “We gotta be a little 
battle-tested.”

Or else it could get ugly 
next week in Phoenix at the 
prestigious Nike Tourna-
ment of Champions. CK’s 
first opponent is St. Mary’s 
(Ariz.), ranked No. 19 in the 
country by USA Today.

So a 61-51 loss to Arch-
bishop Carroll in non-
league girls’ basketball 
Saturday in Middle Village 
served its purpose.

Actually, it did more 
than that. Without Con-
nell, who is out for at least 
another week after having 
surgery to remove a cyst 
on her back last month, the 
young Royals (0-2) showed 
a lot of heart in the second 
half after being down 31-14 
at halftime.

“I thought we did some 
good things,” Mackey said. 
“If we just play the third 
and fourth quarters, we 
win by five.”

Christ the King got 
within eight points mul-
tiple times, but couldn’t get 
over that hump against a 
disciplined, well-coached 
Carroll team that features 

Drexel-bound seniors 
Meghan Creighton (21 
points) and Rachel Pearson 
(11). Sarah Curran added 13 
points.

Sierra Calhoun led 
CK with 14 points and six 
rebounds and Kollyns Scar-
brough and Taylor Butigian 
each added 10 points. Ash-
ley Raaf had seven points, 
Amanni Fernandez had six 
points and five rebounds 
and sophomore point guard 
Alyssa Gatti played well in 

stretches.
Calhoun, one of the top 

sophomores in the country, 
said she feels like she’s had 
to take on more of a leader-
ship role without Connell. 
Adelphi-bound sharpshoot-
er Lauren Nuss can’t do it 
herself.

“We have a young 
team,” Calhoun said. “Ev-
eryone has to step into 
a leadership role. Even 
though I’m not a captain, I 
gotta step up.”

Christ the King was 
right there Dec. 5 with tal-
ented Bishop Ford in a 54-52 
loss. This might not be the 
uber-talented Royals many 
are used to, but it is one 
that should still contend in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
and perhaps beyond.

“I’m not worried about 
December,” Mackey said. 
“The goal is to be ready in 
March, be ready in Febru-
ary.”

Christ the King’s Sierra Calhoun had 14 points in a loss. Photo by Denis Gostev

Whitestone coach 
notches 500th win

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

John Demas got into 
coaching to help kids — not 
to win championships, not 
to win hundreds of games, 
not to make a name for him-
self.

Naturally, after pick-
ing up his 500th win Dec. 
7, a 93-87 victory over Avia-
tion, the 25th-year William 
Bryant coach was still 
thinking about his kids.

Rather than celebrate 
the milestone, he was fo-
cused on the Owls’ next 
game — Monday at New-
town. While everyone in 
the gym, from players 
to family and friends to 
alumni, swarmed him in 
adulation, Demas was more 
concerned with displaying 
good sportsmanship and 
making sure everything 
was in order.

“To me, winning the 
game was more important 
than the number of wins,” 
he said. “I look at it now and 
I think it’s fantastic, very 
few can say [they’ve won 
500 games]. But I’m wor-
ried about the next game 
already, trying to win the 
next one.”

The 62-year-old Whit-
estone native, who retired 
from teaching after 32 
years at Bryant, got into 
coaching in 1977. He spent 
10 years coaching soccer at 
Bryant, before moving over 
to basketball at Newtown. 
He moved back to Bryant 
and boys’ hoops in 1986 and 
has remained at the Long 
Island City school ever 
since.

“I enjoy what I’m do-
ing,” he said. “I enjoy work-
ing with the kids. It’s as 
much fun as when I start-
ed.”

He’s had plenty of suc-
cess, reaching the quarter-
finals in the PSAL’s highest 
classification three times 
and winning a Queens 
crown in 2002. He’s pro-
duced plenty of standouts, 
such as professionals like 
Tony Dennison, Johnny 
Barnes and Sal Patricio. 

His greatest moment came 
in 2005, when Bryant upset 
Brooklyn powerhouse Boys 
& Girls in Bed-Stuy in the 
second round of the city 
playoffs.

“That was a great feel-
ing,” he recalled fondly.

His son Jason, who 
was on that 2005 team and 
is now an assistant coach, 
said his father’s practices 
have always stayed with 
him. They were intense, 
but always detail-oriented 
and organized, always a 
mission.

“There’s never been a 
practice you just throw out 
the balls and play, there’s 
always teaching going on,” 
Jason said. “There was 
purpose in every drill.”

Demas, in fact, said 
that’s his favorite part of 
coaching because it’s where 
players get better. He’s al-
ways taken particular joy 
in turning raw talents who 
only had streetball experi-
ence into smart and intel-
ligent players.

“I like the teaching, 
seeing kids grow and de-
velop,” he said. “You see 
them grow, you see them 
get better and once they get 
into games and have confi-
dence, they can perform on 
the floor better.”

Having coached at Bry-
ant so long, Demas has had 
the opportunity to coach 
several father-and-son tan-
dems, another aspect of the 
job he thoroughly enjoys. 
His proudest accomplish-
ment has been his gradua-
tion rate, sending so many 
players to college, whether 
they continued on the court 
or not.

“That’s more impor-
tant to me,” Demas said.

After the win, Demas’ 
players swarmed him, of-
fering congratulations. De-
mas was thrilled with the 
outpouring of emotion, but 
he wanted to make clear 
what was important.

“It’s not about me, 
it’s not about you,” he told 
them. “It’s about us.”

CK girls gear up after loss
Coach Bob Mackey’s taking defeat in stride before Nike tourney

We have a 
young team. 
Everyone has 
to step into a 

leadership role.
Bob Mackey

Christ the King coach
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“Ashley has turned it 
around,” Scarola said. “She 
knows she had to take on 
more of a vocal role and I 
knew she had it in her. It’s 
great to watch high school 
kids finally realize they 
had it in them and they all 
of a sudden take it upon 
themselves to do that.”

All-Queens girls’ 

volleyball Coach of the 

Year: Kevin Colucci, St. 

Francis Prep

It’s been awhile since 
St. Francis Prep has been 
pushed in CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens. The Terriers 
lost their first league match 
since 2005 to rival Arch-
bishop Molloy, only to come 
back stronger. SFP won a 
fifth-straight league title, 
coming back to beat Molloy 
in a five-set final in which 
Colucci pushed all the right 
buttons. Then the squad 
went to Buffalo and reached 
its first state championship 
match since 1999.

FIRST TEAM

OH Carolina Alfonso 

Reyes, Grover Cleveland

Perhaps the best pure 
athlete in New York City, 
Alfonso Reyes was an ab-
solute menace for opposing 
defenses on the outside. But 
her passing was also key 
as Cleveland advanced to 
the PSAL Class A quarter-
finals.

OH Ragina Anthony, 

Francis Lewis

She battled through a 
hand injury and had to be a 
leader as a sophomore. But 
when all was said and done, 
Anthony had an incred-

ible season, unexpectedly 
leading Lewis to the PSAL 
Class A final.

OH Talia Colasante, 

St. Francis Prep

One of the hardest 
hitters in the city, Colas-
ante racked up kills by the 
bushel and also improved 
upon her passing and de-
fense. She was the MVP of 
the prestigious Long Beach 
tournament and led SFP to 
a fifth-straight league title.

MH Kelly Flynn, St. 

Francis Prep

In her first match 
back from a mild concus-
sion, Flynn turned her 
ankle, then had 18 kills and 
five blocks in the CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens final 
against Molloy. The 5-foot-
11 junior emerged this year 
as one of the city’s top play-
ers.

L Jenna Hoffman, 

Archbishop Molloy

At 4-foot-11, she was al-
ways the shortest player on 
the court — by a lot. But no 
one had more heart, desire 
or courage, getting to every 
ball as if it was her last and 
leading Molloy back to the 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 

Division I final.
L Amy Sung, Car-

dozo

Cardozo Coach Danny 
Scarola said Sung’s im-
provement was the biggest 
reason his team won a sec-
ond straight title. It’s hard 
to argue with him – Sung 
became one of the city’s 
best liberos.

SECOND TEAM
OH Lisa Camargo, 

Francis Lewis

Without Camargo’s 
emergence as a bonafide 
star outside hitter, Lewis 
would have never turned 
around its injury-plagued 
year. Her leadership was 
just as critical.

S Kendra McCalla, 

St. Francis Prep

If there was pressure 
filling in for star Julia 
Hannigan (now at Albany), 
she certainly didn’t show 
it. The junior became one 
of the best in the city at her 
position.

OH Kiara Pierre, St. 

Francis Prep

Versatility was the 
name of the game for Pierre. 
The junior was SFP’s best 

server, a dangerous hitter 
from the outside, a great 
passer and could also set in 
a pinch.

S Amanda Price, 

Archbishop Molloy

Splitting time with 
Anna Pastina, Price was 
a revelation at setter. The 
way she worked the ball 
around to Molloy’s bevy of 
hitters was impressive.

RS Emily Rabot, 

Archbishop Molloy

In the big matches, it 
always seemed like Rabot 
was the one coming up with 
the key plays. Only a sopho-
more, she had 10 kills in a 
shocking victory over St. 
Francis Prep.

S Ashley Tuffy, Mary 

Louis

Underrated because 
Mary Louis finished fourth 
in league, Tuffy had some 
of the best hands in the city. 
She led TMLA to the Cleve-
land final and the Cardozo 
semis.

Continued from Page 61
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FOR MORE VIST 
TIMESLEDGER.COM

Do You Suffer From Gout?
Winthrop-University Hospital Clinical Trials Center

is seeking volunteers for a clinical research study to evaluate an 
investigational medication for individuals with gout and a history

of cardiovascular disease, such as stroke or heart attack.

To qualify for the study, participants must:

� be at least 50 years of age (females must be postmenopausal)
� have experienced a gout flare
� have a history of cardiovascular disease, such as stroke 

or heart attack

Eligible participants will receive study-related medical exams,
research medication and laboratory tests at no cost to them 

while participating in the research study.
Compensation may also be provided for time and travel.

For more information, call 516-663-9582 or
e-mail clinicaltrials@winthrop.org

Visit us online at:
www.winthrop.org/departments/clinical/ctn

Conveniently located 1/2 block from the LIRR in Mineola

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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QUALITY PRE-OWNED CAN COST LESS!

ALTIMA 2.5S2011
NISSAN

$$17,995995$17,995
*

4 Cylinder, Auto., P/W, P/L, Stk#UN2697, 10K Miles!

*Tax, tags, doc & MV fees additional. Prices include all Factory rebates & incentives. ^1.99% APR financing with credit approval on select CPO vehicles; see dealer for details. Photo for illustration purposes only.
See dealer for complete details. Subject to credit approval. Ad offers cannot be combined. Not responsible for errors or omissions. All ad Offers expire 72 hours after publication.NYSDMV7068638. NYSDCA0888893

Koeppel Always Delivers Top QualityPre-Owned Vehicles...

ALL vehicles come with 5-DAY EXCHANGE POLICY.ALL vehicles come with 6 MONTH/6,000 MILE WARRANTY.ALL vehicles come with OWNER MANUALS & 2 SETS OF KEYS.ALL vehicles come with CARFAX REPORT.

KOEPPEL HAS AN

A+RATING!

PRE-OWNEDPRE-OWNEDADVANTAGEADVANTAGEADVANTAGE
PRE-OWNED

75-10 NORTHERN BLVD.,
QUEENS, NEW YORK

877-247-1979
KoeppelAutos.com

Visit Our Truck Lot

77-15 Northern Blvd.
Queens, New York

Financing
Available^
1.99%APRAS

LOW
AS

GUARANTEED
CREDIT CENTER!

DRIVE YOUR BAD
CREDIT AWAY!
BANKRUPTCIES AND

FORECLOSURES WELCOME!

YYOOUU’’RREE  AAPPPPRROOVVEEDD!!

If you make $1500 per month
Have a valid state I.D.
Can prove income & residence…CALL OUR TOLL-FREE 

CREDIT HOTLINE 1-888-876-8364 ASK FOR
CYNTHIA

1

2

3

2010 NISSAN 370Z TOURING
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Alloys, Spoiler, Leather. Stk#UN2366. 4K Miles!

$29,995*

2011 NISSAN ARMADA SV 4X4
Green, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780257. 18K Miles!

$31,995*

2011 NISSAN MAXIMA
Leather, Sunroof, P/W, P/L, Auto., CD Player. Stk#UN2586. 10K Miles!

$26,995*

2010 ACURA TL
Automatic, Leather, Sunroof, P/Windows, P/Locks. Stk#UN2606. 20K Miles!

$28,495*

2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA TOURING
Red, 4 Cylinder, Auto., Sunroof, P/W, P/L. Stk#UN2748. 11K Miles!

$15,695*

2010 HONDA CIVIC 
Auto., P/W, P/L, AM/FM/CD Player. Stk#UN2220. 11K Miles!

$14,995*

2004 NISSAN SENTRA
Auto., P/W, P/L, AM/FM/CD Player. Stk#UN2761. 12K Miles!

$7,995*

2009 NISSAN MURANO S
Auto., P/W, P/L, AM/FM/CD Player. Stk#780126. 35K Miles!

$19,895*

2009 MERCEDES C300 SPORT
4MATIC! P/Windows, P/Locks, Cruise, CD Player. Stk#UN2598. 26K Miles!

$28,995*

2010 HONDA CR-V
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof. Stk#UN2408. 19K Miles!

$19,995*

2010 DODGE CHARGER SXT
6 Cylinder, Auto., CD Player, P/W, P/L. Stk#780142. 30K Miles!

$16,995*

2010 NISSAN VERSA 
1.8L Engine, P/W, P/L, D/Airbags, AM/FM/CD. Stk#UN2712. 45K Miles!

$12,495*

2011 CHEVY TAHOE 4X4
8 Cylinder, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780130. 29K Miles!

$32,995*

HATCHBACK!

2009 MAZDA5 SPORT
Automatic, P/W, P/L, D/Airbags, CD Player. Stk#UN2376. 41K Miles!

$11,995*
ALLOYS!LOW

MILES!

4WD!

REARVIEW
CAMERA!CERTIFIED! 4X4!

AWD!

2010 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY LWB
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys. Stk#780112. 29K Miles!

$17,895*
LOW

MILES!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!

LIKE
NEW!4 DOOR!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!

OVER 50 CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED NISSANS TO CHOOSE FROM!
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2010 MAZDA
CX-7 SPORT

$3,995
$6,980

$8,990

$8,980

$15,980

$16,000$16,000
$16,000

$9,850

$4,995

$14,995

$17,995

$5,995

*

CERFIFIED! Automatic, Climate Control, Traction Control,
Moonroof, Airbags, ABS, P/W, P/M, P/L, Alloys & Much More!

Stk#MU1986. ONLY 7K Miles!

WWW.KOEPPELMAZDA.COM
57-01 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS

1-888-340-7378�

Auto Net

NI

CIPAL CREDIT U

Auto Net
Auto Net Auto Net�

Auto Net

WWW.KOEPPELVW.COM
57-15 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS

ONLY 2 
MILES FROM
THE 59TH ST.

BRIDGE

1-866-896-1111

HOURS: 
MON-THUR 9-9,
FRI 9-7, SAT 9-7
OPEN SUNDAY 

11AM-5PM
PARTS DEPT OPEN SATURDAY

FROM 9AM-1:00PM

*Prices include applicable rebates and incentives. All rebates subject to qualification. Tax, tags, doc & MV fees and $795 dealer preparation additional. Retail prices based on current Kelley Blue book. Prices subject to change. Photos are for
illustration purposes only. All advertised vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Ad offers cannot be combined. Offer expires 7 days after pub. date.VW-NYSDMV#7068638. NYSDCA#0918152. MAZDA-NYSDMV#7097757. NYSDCA#1175356.

––––– NO CREDIT REJECTED! –––––

1-800-476-1753
� SECURE  � SIMPLE

� SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

DON’T GET
STUCK IN THE SNOW!

OVER 50
CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

TRUCKS
THE

2002 HYUNDAI 
TUCSON

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player, 
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!

Stk#MU1890. ONLY 53K Miles!

$12,000
*

2008 MAZDA 
CX-7

AWD! Auto, A/C, ABS, Cruise, 
P/W, P/L & Much More! 

Stk#U7774. ONLY 68K Miles!

$14,000
*

2007 NISSAN 
MURANO

AWD! Auto, Leather, P/Seats, A/C, 
CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much

More! Stk#U7823. ONLY 45K Miles!

$16,000
*

2004 VW 
TOUREG

AWD! V8, Leather, Alloys, Auto, A/C,
CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much

More! Stk#U7792. ONLY 67K Miles!

$17,000
*

2010 JEEP
WRANGLER

AWD! Auto, Airbags, P/Windows,
P/Locks, Alloys, CD Player & Much

More! Stk#MU1876. 11K Miles!

$23,000
*

2010 MAZDA 
CX-7

CERTIFIED! AWD! Leather, Alloys, Auto,
A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#MU1931. ONLY 15K Miles!

$19,000
*

2009 TOYOTA 
RAV 4

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player, 
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!
Stk#U7811. ONLY 6K Miles!

$20,000
*

2008 JEEP
WRANGLER X 
AWD! Hard & Soft Top! Automatic, Climate

Control, Traction Control, Airbags, ABS, P/W, P/M,
P/L & Much More! Stk#MU1983. ONLY 66K Miles!

$18,000
*

2010 VW
TIGUAN SEL

AWD! CERTIFIED! Automatic, Navigation, Moonroof,
Leather/Heated Seats, Alloys, Traction Control, Airbags, ABS,
P/W, P/M, P/L & Much More! Stk#U7861. ONLY 14K Miles!

$29,000
*

2009 MAZDA 
CX-9

CERTIFIED! AWD! Heated Seats, Leather,
Alloys, Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L &
Much More! Stk#MU1937. ONLY 45K Miles!

$24,000
*

2010 MAZDA 
CX-7 

CERTIFIED! AWD! Auto, A/C, Moonroof,
Leather, Alloys, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L &
Much More! Stk#MU1910. ONLY 4K Miles!

$29,000
*

2008 MERCEDES 
ML320 CDI
DIESEL! AWD! Nav, Powerlift Gate, Heated Seats,
Reverse Camera, Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, 

P/L & Much More! Stk#U7829. ONLY 30K Miles!

$35,000
*
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*Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.  66 month financing @ 6.9% APR with approved Tier 1 credit (750+ Beacon score) through Primary Lender. All Factory rebates & incentives to dealer. Down payment: Sonata=$3995; Santa Fe=$4995.  Offers may not be combined with other 
offers or discounts. Artwork for illustration only. Factory programs subject to change. Offer expires 12/31/11.

WWW.SOUTHSHOREHYUNDAI.COM
����������		
���	�
���������	�������������

 855-444-7924

WHEN YOU COME TO 

 SAVE EVEN MORE ON GREAT PRE-OWNED VEHICLES!
2002 Chevy Malibu
Auto, Abs, Power, 90k mi. Stk#U273T ...................................................

$4,395†

2004 Chevy Malibu
Auto/ A/C, PW, PL, CD. 90k mi. Stk #U301T. .....................................

$4,995†

2001 Hyundai Elantra GLS
Auto, A/C, PW, PL, CD. 59k mi. Stk #U289T............................................

$5,395†

2002 Toyota Camry LE
Auto, All Power, 63k mi. Stk#U212O .....................................................

$9,488†

2005 Toyota Corolla LE
Auto, ABS, 55k mi. Stk#U277I ...............................................................

$9,499†

2006 Hyundai Tiburon GT Coupe
Auto, V6, 38k mi. Stk#U247T .................................................................

$9,895†

2007 Ford Fusion
Auto, 29k mi. Stk#U188I .....................................................................

$9,995†

2009 Suzuki SX4
Auto, Sport Touring, 42k mi. Stk#U194T ...............................................

$9,998†

2006 Acura RSX
Auto, Power, ABS, 69k mi. Stk#U245T ...........................................

$10,895†

2005 Chrysler 300C
Leather, Sunroof, Auto, Full Power. 75k mi. Stk #U292T. ........

$11,995†

2008 Nissan Sentra 2.0 CVT
Auto, Power, 49k mi. Stk#U276I .................................................

$12,983†

2008 Mazda 3 I-Sport
Auto, Full Power, 39k mi. Stk#U230T .........................................

$13,295†

2009 Honda Civic LX 4-Dr
Auto, A/C, PW, Pl, CD. 70k mi. Stk #U237i. ................................

$13,495†

2007 Toyota RAV 4
4WD, V6, Auto, A/C, PW, Pl, CD. 46k mi. Stk #U287T. .....................

$14,295†

2010 Hyundai Elantra GLS
Auto, Power, Only 23k mi. Stk#U108I ........................................

$14,881†

2005 Lexus ES 330
Auto, Power, Only 33k mi. Stk#U170T .......................................

$15,988†

2009 Honda CR-V LX
Auto, 4WD, 35k mi. Stk#U184I ....................................................

$16,488†

2009 VW Jetta 2.5
Auto, A/C, PW, PL, CD. 30k mi. Stk #U261T. ..............................

$16,495†

2008 Toyota Avalon XL
Auto, A/C, PW, PL, CD. 38k mi. Stk #U197i. ....................................

$16,495†

2011 Toyota Corolla
Auto, Like New! Only 8k mi. Stk#U186I .....................................

$16,988†

2011 Hyundai Elantra GLS
Auto, Very Clean, Only 19k mi. Stk#U179O ...............................

$16,995†

2010 Hyundai Santa Fe GLS
Auto, 4WD, 28k mi. Stk#U181O ..................................................

$17,995†

2009 Hyundai Azera 3.3 GLS
Full Power, Only 21k mi.  Stk#U189I ..........................................

$17,998†

2009 Nissan Maxima
Power, Very Clean, 27k mi. Stk#U223I .......................................

$21,395†

2010 Hyundai Vera Cruz
Auto, 4WD, Power, 14k mi. Stk#U205T ......................................

$21,988†

2011 Hyundai Santa Fe GLS
Auto, Like New, 3k mi. Stk#U222T .............................................

$22,488†

2011 Hyundai Genesis
Like New! Loaded! 10k mi. Stk#U126I ......................................

$36,988†

†Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

BRAND NEW 2012 HYUNDAI

SANTA FE GLS STOCK# 12302

BRAND NEW 2012 HYUNDAI

SONATA GLS
STOCK# 12253

 INCLUDED WITH EVERY 
NEW VEHICLE PURCHASE:

FINANCE FOR

����������� �
��!"��#�����$��

%&���'(�"''"&�)�*#�*�

a division of 

www.NYAutoGIANT.com

YOUR CHOICE

ALARM 
UPGRADE

1 YEAR 
MAINTENANCE 

PLAN
ROADSIDE

ASSISTANCE

*
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Limited-time offer. Subject to wireless customer agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ. fee $36/line. Coverage & svcs, including mobile broadband, not avail. everywhere. Geographic, usage & other conditions & restrictions (that may result in svc. termination) apply. See contract,
rate plan brochure, and rebate form at stores for details. Taxes & other chrgs apply. Prices & equip. vary by mkt & may not be avail. from ind. retailers. See store or visit att.com for details and coverage map. Early Termination Fee (ETF): None if cancelled during first 30 days,
but a $35 restocking fee may apply; after 30 days, ETF up to $325, depending on device (details att.com/equipmentETF). Subject to change. Agents may impose add’l fees. Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge up to $1.25/mo. is chrg’d to help defray costs of complying with
gov’t obligations & chrgs on AT&T & is not a tax or gov’t req’d chrg. Offer Details: HTC Vivid with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice & minimum $15/mo data plan required is $99.99. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales
representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Sales Tax calculated based on price of unactivated equipment. Smartphone Data Plan Requirement: Min. $15/mo. DataPlus (200MB) plan required;  $15 automatically chrg’d for each additional 200MB provided if initial 200MB is
exceeded. All data, including overages, must be used in the billing period in which it is provided or be forfeited. For more details on data plans, go to att.com/dataplans. Screen images simulated. ©Facebook is a trademark of Facebook, Inc. ©2011 AT&T Intellectual
Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice and
minimum $15/mo data plan required.
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