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BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

The Queens Republican op-
erative convicted of stealing more 
than a million dol-
lars from the mayor 
was led off to prison 
Monday to begin 
serving a sentence 
of at least a year.

Manhattan Su-
preme Court Jus-
tice Ronald Zweibel 
denied the request 
made by John Hag-
gerty’s attorneys to 
give the Forest Hills 
resident probation 
for his October con-
viction on grand 
larceny and money 
laundering charges 
and ordered that he 
be held in prison for 1 1/3 to four 
years.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 

who testified against Haggerty 
during the trial, gave the state 
Independence Party $1.1 million, 
which was meant to pay Hag-

gerty for hiring 
poll watchers on 
Election Day. The 
41-year-old, how-
ever, used almost 
all of that money to 
buy out his broth-
er’s share of their 
late father’s For-
est Hills Gardens 
home.

During closing 
arguments, Assis-
tant District Attor-
ney Eric Seidel said 
Haggerty was mo-
tivated to commit 
the theft because 
he wanted the For-

est Hills Gardens home.
At the sentencing, Haggerty 

Continued on Page 16

Queens political operative 
John Haggerty of Forest Hills 
was sentenced in Manhattan 
Supreme Court on Monday. 

AP Photo/Richard Drew

Operator sought 
for Forest Park 
carousel by city

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
The carousel in Forest Park 

has been shut for three years, 
but that may change soon after 
the city Parks Department an-
nounced last week it is requesting 
proposals for bids on the historic 
structure.

Those interested in the For-
est Park carousel will also have 
to submit bids to take over opera-
tions of the carousel at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, whose 
contract expires in April.

Continued on Page 14
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Handwriting expert 
deciphers Xmas cards 
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A classroom’s 
gift to the world

DOUBLE THE FUN
This view from the second floor of the entertainment stage at Resorts 
World Casino New York City shows the gambling and entertainment aspects 
of the new facility. See story on Page 3. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Haggerty gets 
up to four years 
in larceny case
Boro GOPer stole $1.1M from mayor
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BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

A $2 million federal 
grant awarded to the city 
will help outfit two freight 
trains that pass through 
the Fresh Pond Terminal 
in Glendale with cleaner 
technology.

The grant comes from 
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Clean 
Diesel Funding Assistance 
program and the two trains 
are expected to be opera-
tional by 2013, the city said.

Civics United for Rail-
road Environmental Solu-
tions, a group formed over 
conditions at the Fresh 
Pond Terminal, said the 
grant will improve the 
quality of life for residents 
who live near the terminal.

“These two new loco-
motives are a great start,” 
said Mary Parisen, co-
chairwoman of CURES. 
“We appreciate the upgrad-
ing of [the city Sanitation 
Department’s] piece of the 
core freight rail system.”

The city said the two 
trains will remain in the 
city’s freight rail network 
and that CSX Transporta-
tion, New York & Atlantic 
Railway and Waste Man-
agement of New York will 
partner to upgrade the lo-
comotives.

Parisen said the part-
nership has “demonstrated 
a successful model for pool-
ing resources to upgrade 
locomotive technology.”

Deputy Mayor for Op-
erations Cas Holloway said 
the state-of-the-art green lo-
comotives are “in line with 

several of the Bloomberg 
administration’s key pri-
orities: making our solid 
waste management plan 
more sustainable, invest-
ing in infrastructure and 
using innovative technol-
ogy.

“Thanks to the grant 
from the EPA, these loco-
motives will help us make 
New York City greener and 
greater,” Holloway said.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall said the $2 
million grant “is good news 
for Queens.

“Not only is this 
move consistent with the 
city’s solid waste transfer 

program, which removes 
trucks from our roads and 
highways, but it also en-
sures that the emissions 
from railroad engines will 
be reduced,” Marshall said. 
“However, even as these 
changes improve our rail 
system and help protect our 
environment, they must 
be implemented in such a 
way as to minimize the im-
pact on the quality of life of 
those who live near active 
railroad tracks and rail-
yards.”

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) said the quality 
of life around Fresh Pond 

Terminal has been a major 
issue.

“As train use increases 
throughout the city, I have 
received many concerns 
from constituents living 
around the rail corridor,” 
she said. “This grant will 
help bring these train en-
gines into the 21st century 
and help create a rail infra-
structure that will be qui-
eter, safer for residents and 
protect the environment.”

Reach reporter How-
ard Koplowitz by e-mail at 
hkoplowitz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4573.

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Elected officials, civic 
leaders and city Parks De-
partment officials helped 
cut the ribbon earlier this 
month on $750,000 in reno-
vations to the Juniper 
South Playground.

The project, funded by 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall, brought two 
slides, a variety of climbing 
equipment, a sitting area 
and a spray shower to the 
playground.

The new spray shower 
is designed to look like a 
pond with shower heads 
in the shape of cattails and 
a dragonfly perched on a 
read, and depictions of Mal-
lard ducks swimming in 
the water.

“Juniper Valley Park 
is one of the jewels of the 
Queens parks system,” 
said Parks Commissioner 
Adrian Benepe. “This new 
playground features the 
latest in 21st-century play-
ground design, with eco-

friendly stormwater cap-
ture, challenging climbing 
equipment and a wetland-
themed spray shower that 
reflects the site’s history 
as a former swamp. We are 
grateful to Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall for 
her generous allocation 
that allowed us to renovate 
this playground, and her 
staunch support for parks 
throughout Queens.”

Marshall said the play-
ground was designed for 
children ages 5 through 12.

“It has been my plea-
sure to work with Queens 
Commissioner Dorothy Le-
wandowski and her staff to 
provide new improvements 
to our more than 400 parks, 
playgrounds, triangles and 
malls throughout the bor-
ough,” she said.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) said she appre-
ciated the support the park 
has received.

“Juniper Valley Park 

Mary Parisen (l.) helps clean up debris from along the railroad tracks in Glendale during a CURES 
event. 

Glendale trains to go green
$2M grant will pay for cleaner technology on Fresh Pond locomotives

Juniper Valley Park
modernizes design

The newly renovated playground in Juniper Valley Park was 
made possible through funding by Queens Borough President 
Helen Marshall. Photo courtesy Parks Department

Continued on Page 14
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Aqueduct racino opens 2nd fl oor of electronic gaming
Just for Silver Club cardholders, Fifth Avenue Casino contains 2,500 VLTs and restaurants

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Resorts World opened 
the doors of the second 
floor of its racino Friday 
that will allow players to 
dine in style and possibly 
break the bank.

The second floor, 
known as the Fifth Avenue 
Casino, includes 2,500 video 
lottery terminals and elec-
tronic versions of roulette, 
baccarat, sic bo and craps 
and is open to Silver Club 
cardholders and up.

Resorts World spokes-
man Stefan Friedman said 
the floor is more upscale 
and spacious than the first 
floor’s Times Square Ca-
sino.

A high-limit section on 
the second floor dubbed the 
Crockfords Club contains 
78 VLTs and electronic ta-
ble games.

One of the machines in 
the club, Triple Stars, pays 

out as much as $375,000 
on a $50 bet and Wheel of 
Fortune VLTs feature a 
$750,000 jackpot on a $75 
wager.

Crockfords, named 
after the private London 
casino considered to be 
the oldest in the world, can 
only be accessed by players 
who receive an invitation 
from Resorts World.

The second floor also 
features Uptown Express 
for grab-and-go food as well 
as a steakhouse, RW Prime, 
and a signature Chinese 
restaurant, Genting Pal-
ace.

In the middle of the 
space lies the Liberty Bar, 
where patrons can watch 
television on the largest 
screen in Queens while 
they sip drinks and play 
video poker.

The bar also gives cus-
tomers views of an enter-
tainment space below the 

bar where Resorts World 
expects to have musical 
and singing acts.

“It’s sort of a bird’s-eye 
view for what’s happening 
with our entertainment,” 
Friedman said of the Lib-

erty Bar.
State Sen. Joseph Add-

abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said the opening of ad-
ditional space at Resorts 
World will be a boon to 
Queens and noted that the 

racino has other amenities 
besides gambling.

“Given Genting’s track 
record ... this is just great 
for the community. When 
I see a second floor open-
ing like this, I see jobs,” he 
said. “Now people have a 
reason to come to Resorts 
World and they don’t have 
to gamble.”

Addabbo said the coin-
ciding opening of the Cen-
tral Park Events Center, 
billed by Resorts World as 
the largest event and cater-
ing venue in the borough, 
is another attraction of the 
racino.

“I think it’s a space 
that our area has never 
seen,” the senator said.

State Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Ozone 
Park) said the racino is 
“great for Resorts World 
but, more importantly, it’s 
great for the community.

“The jobs, the eco-

nomic development, the 
ability to raise revenue for 
New York state education is 
unmatched,” he said. “The 
community is going to see a 
great benefit.”

City Councilman 
James Sanders (D-Lau-
relton) tried his luck at a 
nickel machine during the 
opening, which he said was 
his first gambling experi-
ence.

“There’s no question 
it’s an economic boom,” he 
said of the racino. “There’s 
no question it has led to 
thousands of jobs. The food 
is fantastic and it has been 
an economic engine to New 
York City as a whole and, 
God willing, to southeast 
Queens.”

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

Genting Palace features Asian cuisine for visitors of the Resorts 
World casino. Photo by Ken Maldonado
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4 Western Qns wins along with Cornell bid
Mayor picks university to build tech-campus on Roosevelt Island with expected business boon for boro

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
The new applied sci-

ences campus that will be 
coming to the city may be 
on Manhattan’s Roosevelt 
Island, but state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said Tuesday the announce-
ment of two universities 
planning to build on the 
island was great news for 
Long Island City.

“It’s going to mean a 
massive economic develop-
ment over time in western 
Queens,” Gianaris said.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced 
Monday that Cornell Uni-
versity and Israel’s Tech-
nion-Israel Institute of 
Technology in Haifa were 
the winners of the mayor’s 
and the city Economic De-
velopment Corp.’s Applied 
Sciences NYC Plan.

The city set up a contest 
for universities to pledge 
to create a job-producing, 
higher education campus 
in exchange for free real es-

tate and $100 million in city 
capital.

Bloomberg announced 
the winners at Manhat-
tan’s Weill Cornell Medical 
College with Cornell Presi-
dent David Skorton and 
Technion President Peretz 
Lavie in a news conference 
that was beamed to Cornell 
students in Ithaca, N.Y. and 
Technion students in Is-
rael.

The mayor also an-
nounced Cornell had re-
ceived a $350 million do-
nation in support of the 
project. Charles Feeny, 
founder of Atlantic Phi-
lanthropies, announced he 
was the grantee on Atlan-
tic’s website Monday.

A Roosevelt Island tech 
campus was heavily touted 
by western Queens offi-
cials, who believe a campus 
a bridge away from Long Is-
land City could encourage 
technology startups and 
other growth in the com-
munity.

Gianaris said in his 

talks with Cornell leader-
ship they indicated they 
intended to work with the 
community.

“This is a tremendous 
investment in the future of 
our city,” said U.S. Rep. Car-
olyn Maloney (D-Astoria).

The mayor said Cornell 
and Technion’s bid had the 
largest number of students, 

faculty and building space. 
He said their bid is expected 
to bring jobs and will act as 
a magnet for technology in-
dustry growth for the city.

“This is an endeavor 
with incredible potential,” 
Bloomberg said. “History 
will write that this is a 
game changing time in 
New York City.”

The universities 
plan to build a 2-million-
square-foot grad school 
on Roosevelt Island. The 
first phase of the campus 
is scheduled to be complet-
ed before 2017, and it will 
house up to 2,500 students 
and about 280 faculty mem-
bers by 2043. Cornell and 
Technion also plan to open 

a temporary, off-site cam-
pus in 2012.

Cornell said it expect-
ed the tech campus to cre-
ate 30,000 permanent jobs 
through spin-offs, licenses 
and corporate growth; up 
to 20,000 construction jobs; 
and 8,000 permanent cam-
pus jobs.

“This is an exercise 
in inclusion and having all 
the ships rise in New York 
City,” Skorton said.

Cornell and Stanford 
University, which is in 
California, had both been 
vying to build a campus on 
Roosevelt Island, but Stan-
ford dropped out Friday, 
saying in a statement that 
it decided building was not 
in its best interest.

“We were looking for-
ward to an innovative part-
nership with the city of New 
York, and we are sorry that 
together we could not find a 
way to realize our mutual 
goals,” Stanford University 
President John Hennessy 
said in a statement.

Cornell University has produced renderings of the campus it plans to build with Technion-Israel 
Institute of Technology on Roosevelt Island. Rendering courtesy Cornell

BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) is going to have 
to make some room on his 
fridge.

The chairman of the 
Council Committee on 
Cultural Affairs, Librar-
ies and International In-
tergroup Relations had the 
best record of the Queens 
delegation on human rights 
issues last year, according 
to the Urban Justice Cen-
ter’s 2011 Human Rights 
Report Card.

The report card identi-
fied 72 bills introduced over 
the past year that focused 
on housing, voting, dis-
ability and workers’ rights 
as well as issues concern-

ing criminal and juvenile 
justice, health and govern-
ment accountability.

Each Council member 
was graded on his or her 
votes and sponsorship of 
these bills as well as their 
response to a question-
naire.

Van Bramer voted in 
favor of eight bills, spon-
sored 52 — including two 
he was the primary spon-
sor of — and returned his 
questionnaire, all of which 
earned him an “A-.”

He fared particularly 
well when it came to hous-
ing rights and government 
accountability.

On the other end of 
the spectrum, Councilman 
Peter Vallone’s (D-Astoria) 
score of 12 earned him a 

grade of “D+,” the lowest in 
the borough.

Vallone was the prima-
ry sponsor of two human 
rights bills and sponsored 
three others. He voted in 
favor of four bills and did 
not respond to the question-
naire.

The councilman criti-
cized the methodology of 
the report, calling into 
question the voting records 
of other Council members 
who scored higher than he 
did.

“Apparently, support-
ing brutal and repressive 
dictators gets you an ‘A’ 
from this supposed human 
rights group. I’m proud to 
be at the bottom of any list 
Charles Barron is at the top 

Van Bramer tops boro in Council 
on report card for human rights

New legislation designed
to reform BSA practices

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) announced last week he was 
introducing four pieces of legislation dedi-
cated to reforming the city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals.

The councilman said the BSA, which 
he calls a “bogus agency,” regularly ig-
nores community protests against out-of-
character developments and dismisses 
community board recommendations to sat-
isfy the wants of developers. Van Bramer 
said that of the 2,855 appeals to the BSA by 
developers between 2001 and 2005, only 2.7 
percent were rejected.

“These folks to go the BSA, claim a 
hardship and boom, they’re able to be ap-
proved,” Van Bramer said.

The BSA said they had no comment on 
the legislation.

Van Bramer’s first piece of legislation, 
called Intro 678, would create a standard 
procedure for the BSA that would incor-

porate City Planning , community boards, 
borough boards, leasees and tenants into 
the BSA’s decision on whether to grant a 
variance to a developer. These groups can 
currently comment on a variance, but their 

George Stamatiades (c.), of the Dutch Kills 
Civic Association, speaks at a press confer-
ence held by Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(third from l.) calling for BSA reform. Also at-
tending were Assemblyman Michael DenDekker 
(second from l.), CB 2 Chairman Joseph Conley 
(fourth from r.) and other civic leaders. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

Continued on Page 42Continued on Page 42
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5SE Queens kids in the lights
9-year-olds thrilled to perform in Radio City’s annual extravaganza

BY IVAN PEREIRA

Two budding perform-
ers from southeast Queens 
have hit it big this holiday 
season as they landed a ma-
jor role in the Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular 
show.

Nine-year-olds Erica 
Simone Barnett and Madi-
son Zamor both play the 
role of Kayla in the annual 
extravaganza and both said 
they were excited when they 
learned they had beaten out 
hundreds of other girls for 
the part.

Although they have 
been away from school since 
October when the rehears-
als began  and extremely 
busy performing multiple 
shows a week, they said it 
has been a memorable ex-
perience.

“I really wanted to get 
this role. It was a dream 
come true,” Erica said in 
an e-mail.

Erica, who attends PS 
51 in Richmond Hill, and 
Madison, who attends Our 
Lady of Lourdes in Queens 
Village, tried out for the 
part back in April. Both 
girls said the audition was 

nerve-wracking not only 
because they were com-
peting with so many other 
girls their age, but also be-
cause they were doing it in 
the same place where other 
famous stars performed.

“I had to sing a song of 
my choice by myself in the 
large rehearsal hall where 

the Rockettes practice!” 
Madison said. “I have only 
been auditioning for a little 
less than two years, and 
this is the biggest thing I 
have ever done.”

The girls were called 
back for another round of 
auditions in the summer 
and both girls were told 

they got the part, sending 
them and their families 
into an excited frenzy. 

“I started crying and 
my mom started crying and 
my dad — he literally ran 
around our entire house 
yelling ,“No way! No way! 
Oh, my gosh! Oh, my gosh! 

Erica Barnett (l.) and Madison Zamor both play the role of Kayla in the Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular show. Photos courtesy of MSG Entertainment

Group to FAA: Revisit transfer station
BY JOE ANUTA

A Queens advocacy 
group hopes that develop-
ments surrounding the 
aviation industry and La-
Guardia Airport will draw 
renewed attention to what 
it said are the dangers of a 
planned garbage facility in 
College Point.

The aviation advocacy 
group Friends of LaGuar-
dia Airport said the new 
blood at the top of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion could mean a fresh 
look at the proposed North 
Shore Marine Transfer Sta-
tion in College Point and its 
effects on the airport.

Earlier this month, 

Randy Babbit, head of the 
FAA, resigned after he was 
arrested and charged with 
drunk driving. His sec-
ond-in-command, Michael 
Huerta, took the helm, 
which the group said could 
bode well for their cause.

“What I hope will hap-
pen is that the FAA will 
look at this with a new set 
of eyes,” said Ken Paskar, 
president of Friends of La-
Guardia Airport.

Paskar maintains that 
the station — where trash 
from the borough will be 
collected and then floated 
out on a barge before be-
ing transferred again to 
a train — is a hazard and 
money-draining measure 

for LaGuardia Airport. 
The station lies directly in 
the flight path of one of the 
runways at the airport and 

sits less than a half mile 
away.

If the station is built, 

Opponents of a revamped garbage transfer station in College 
Point hope recent developments in the aviation world will bring 
attention to what they say is a hazard to planes landing at and 
leaving from LaGuardia Airport.

IS 59 students present a check to Cohen’s Children Medical 
Center after they performed a skit about fighting obesity. 

Photo by Ivan Pereira

BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
Cohen Children’s 

Medical Center received a 
large donation last week 
to boost its new program 
to fight childhood obesity 
and a group of Springfield 
Gardens students from IS 
59 showed the hospital’s ad-
ministrator a creative way 
of fighting the problem.

Kohl’s Department 
stores gave the New Hyde 
Park hospital $387,165 for 
its various programs to 
build young people’s self-
esteem. Cohen’s executive 
director, Kevin McGeachy, 
said obesity has become a 
growing epidemic among 
young people and damages 
one’s health beyond the 
high cholesterol count.

“It has a lot of connota-
tions, not only in the physi-
cal problems but also the 
psychological problems,” 
he said.

Instead of having a 
simple check presentation 
ceremony, the hospital 
and Kohl’s wanted to send 
a positive message that 
addressed the issue and 
partnered with the school, 
at 132-55 Ridgedale St. Stu-
dents  who were part of the 
dance group at IS 59 wrote 
and performed their own 
play that addressed obe-
sity’s negative effect on 
teens and offered solutions 
on how to prevent the epi-
demic and the bullying as-
sociated with it. 

In the play, a teen girl 

talks about how ostracized 
she has become due to her 
weight, but her pals encour-
age her to block out the bul-
lying  and start exercising. 
The girls then performed 
several dance numbers to 
music and told the audi-
ence that similar activi-
ties not only get kids into 
shape, but also create ways 
for them to get together and 
share interests.

Cohen’s programs 
seem to be making a dif-
ference, according to new 
data released last week by 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control. Over the last five 
years, the number of New 
York City public schoolchil-
dren from kindergarten 
through eighth-grade who 
are obese dropped from 21.9 
percent to 20.7 percent, ac-
cording to the agency.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg touted several 
city initiatives, includ-
ing adapting school lunch 
menus to include more 
fruits, vegetables and low-
fat options. Like the IS 59 
play suggested, city schools 
are also pushing more gym 
and recess time to make 
students more active, ac-
cording to the mayor.

“Children who are 
more physically fit have 
fewer health problems — 
and fewer trips to the hos-
pital. That’s great news for 
kids and their families, and 
for taxpayers, too,” he said 
in a statement.

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42
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IS 59 students win
battle over obesity
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“I realized as a young child my greatest pleasure was to help 
people in need – the elderly, the young, and the injured. It’s a 
gift from God that I’ll never take for granted. Not surprisingly, 
I became a nurse. When it came to choosing a hospital, there 
was only one place to call home – Calvary. It’s where I strive to 
bring comfort and laughter to dying patients and their families. 
Calvary encourages me to handle fear and loneliness with hope, 
happiness and hugs. Speaking Spanish fluently also helps me 
with Latino patients and families. My rewards each day are 
smiles of joy and knowing that my patients need me. Being a 
nurse at Calvary – what better gift from God can anyone ask?”

– Andrea Mejia, LPN

“I was born to be a nurse at Calvary.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

4 Queens men charged in Bklyn cop’s slaying
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Four Ozone Park men 
were indicted Tuesday in 
the murder of a police offi-
cer who was shot and killed 
during a robbery last week 
in Brooklyn, the Kings 
County district attorney’s 
office said.

The four men had 20 
prior arrests among them.

Police Officer Peter 
Figoski was killed, alleg-
edly by 27-year-old Brook-
lyn resident Lamont Pride, 
after he responded to a 
burglary in progress in 
Cypress Hills, Brooklyn, in 
the morning Dec. 12.

The four Queens men 
were charged that day in 
connection with the mur-
der, police said, and they 
were indicted on those 
charges Tuesday, Brooklyn 
DA Charles Hynes said.

One of the men, 21-year-
old Michael Velez, of 86-03 
102nd Ave. in Ozone Park, 
was identified as a driver 

in the murder by police.
It was unclear how the 

other three men were alleg-
edly involved in the killing, 
police said.

Velez was arrested 
four previous times since 
2009, including three for 
criminal possession of 
marijuana and one on at-
tempted murder involving 
a knife, police said.

Velez and the three 
other Queens men were 
charged with second-de-
gree murder in Figoski’s 
death and two charges of 
criminal possession of a 
weapon, police said.

Also arrested were 
30-year-old Kevin Santos, of 
133-16 85th St.; 22-year-old 
Ariel Tejada, of 132-28 89th 
St.; and 27-year-old Nelson 
Moralez, of 97-35 84th St., 
police said.

Of the four men, Santos 
has the lengthiest rap sheet 
with 11 arrests, including 
two for robberies and three 
drug-related charges, ac-

cording to police.
Police said Moralez 

has five prior arrests: two 
on drug charges, two for 
robbery and a DWI charge.

Tejada does not have 
any prior arrests, police 

said.
Figoski was the father 

of four daughters and lived 
in West Babylon, L.I.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, a fierce advo-
cate of gun control, lashed 

out at a Brooklyn judge who 
set Pride free on bail Nov. 
3 following a drug arrest 
despite Pride’s also facing 
charges in a North Caro-
lina shooting.

“The reason he was 

not behind bars the last 
time is that a judge here in 
New York not only didn’t 
put him behind bars, she 
didn’t even think it was 
appropriate for bail,” the 
mayor said.

Michael Velez (l. to r.), Nelson Morales, Kevin Santos, Lamont Pride and Ariel Tejada appear in Brooklyn Supreme Court to face charges in 
the murder of Police Officer Peter Figoski. AP Photo/John Roca, Pool
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May your holidays be merry and 
bright. Best wishes to all for a healthy, 
happy and prosperous New Year!

Member FDIC
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Since 1953

181-08 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY, 11366

WWW.Kingyumrestaurant.com
Hours:

New Year’s Eve Celebration
Saturday, December 31st

Full Course Dinner
From 10pm-2am

$69.95

Si
King Yum

per person min. party of 4 Take Out Available

POLICE 

Blotter

Man throws self in front of train after fatal attack

MASPETH — A 43-year-old Maspeth 
woman was stabbed to death in her apart-
ment Tuesday by a man who later threw 
himself in front of a Long Island Rail Road 
train, police said.

Maureen Biermann was pronounced 
dead at Wyckoff Hospital in Brooklyn, 
according to a statement released by the 
NYPD late Tuesday.

Police identified the suspect as 
33-year-old James Peck of Glendale.

Officers had responded at about 6 a.m. 
to a report of an assault at 56th Street near 
Arnold Avenue and found Biermann inside 

with a stab wound to the neck, police said. 
Outside and to the back of the house, they 
also found a 22-year-old man with multiple 
stab wounds in the back, police said.

The New York Post reported the as-
sailant was the woman’s boyfriend and the 
injured man was the woman’s stepson.

After the attack, the assailant was 
struck by a westbound train near Fresh 
Pond Road and Metropolitan Avenue in 
Middle Village, police said.

The 22-year-old man was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital and listed in stable con-
dition, police said.

Police are looking for a suspect in a robbery attempt in Woodside. 
Sketch courtesy NYPD

Police investigate the stabbing of a mother and son on 56th Street in Maspeth Tuesday afternoon. 
Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Police seek suspect in attempted boro robbery
WOODSIDE — The 

NYPD was looking for a sus-
pect in a robbery attempt in 
Woodside last month.

Police said that on Nov. 
21 at 9:40 p.m., a man came 
up to a 37-year-old woman 
as she was entering her 
apartment near 65th Place 
and Woodside Avenue and 
threw her to the floor. The 
man then tried to yank 
the woman’s purse off her 
shoulder, police said.

When he was unsuc-
cessful, he ran away, police 
said.

The suspect is de-
scribed as a black or His-
panic man with a light 
complexion in his late teens 
to early 20s, police said. He 
stands 5 feet 2 inches to 5 
feet 3 inches tall and has 
black, shoulder-length hair, 
police said.

Those with informa-
tion should contact NYPD’s 

Crimestoppers by calling 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477), vis-
iting its website at nypd-

crimestoppers.com or tex-
ting 274637 (CRIMES) and 
entering TIP577.
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BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
The Christmas sea-

son may be winding down, 
but an Ozone Park store is 
going to continue to help 
shoppers ring in the spirit 
with its enormous selec-
tion of holiday decorations, 
trinkets and gifts.

For the last 15 years, 
House of Holiday, at 90-02 
Atlantic Ave., has offered 
holiday gifts from Septem-
ber to January but unlike 
other shops that offer a few 
cards, ornaments or lights, 
the store has two full floors 
of merchandise.

Its owner, Larry Guri-
no, said people from as far 
as Connecticut have flocked 
to his store to pick out the 
right decoration that would 
add that extra sense of 
cheer to their Christmas.

“It’s a fun, excit-
ing time of the year,” the 
46-year-old father of two 
said as he was tending to 
customers last week.

Among the items avail-
able for purchase are orna-
ments of all sizes, artificial 
trees, lights that hang from 
roofs, walls and ceilings 
and homemade wreaths 
and centerpieces.

The second floor is 
filled with a wide selection 
of trees, including ones with 
themed ornaments already 
set on the evergreen. Some 
of the choices include a New 
York Yankees-themed tree, 
an Elvis-themed tree and a 
Christian-themed tree.

“You can’t get all of 
these ornaments in one 
place anywhere else,” Guri-
no said.

The store’s most 
sought-after gifts are the 
pieces for miniature Christ-
mas villages. The owner 
said many customers make 
their villages personal and 
they always seek the right 
piece.

“Say if your son is a po-
lice officer, you want to put 
a police station in the vil-
lage. It’s all sentimental,” 
he said.

Gurino said he has 
a long experience with 

Christmas sales. He used to 
sell trees outside the store’s 
location and at the time the 
three-story building used 
to be a factory that created 
artificial trees.

When the factory 
closed down in 1996, Guri-
no bought the property to 
create a piano store, but 
he wanted to keep the lo-
cation’s holiday traditions 
alive. Every September 

through the end of Janu-
ary, the store scales back 
on its piano showroom, 
which turns into a winter 
wonderland.

Initially, House of Hol-
iday was secluded to one 
room on the first floor, but 
over the last 15 years it has 
grown to include two floors. 
Gurino said he is not done 
with the expansion and has 
recently launched houseof-

holiday.com to include on-
line sales.

The owner said he 
would love for customers 
outside the tri-state area 
to purchase items from 
his store because he enjoys 
spreading Christmas cheer 
without having to ride a 
sleigh.

“It’s about the birth of 
Christ and giving and re-
ceiving,” he said.

The House of Holiday has many speciality Christmas trees, including this sports-themed one. 
Photo by Ivan Pereira

Dr. Elias Samas analyz-
es a subject’s handwrit-
ing in his Jamaica home. 

Photo by Colin DeVries

Psychologist analyzes 
holiday handwriting

BY COLIN DEVRIES
  
With each seemingly 

mindless cross of a “t” or 
dot of an “i,” the deepest 
psychological characteris-
tics of the writer’s subcon-
scious are revealed — at 
least that’s what Dr. Elias 
Samas will tell you.

Around the holidays 
each year, Samas eagerly 
awaits the arrival of greet-
ing cards sent by loved ones 
from afar. The 78-year-old 
handwriting expert exam-
ines each heartfelt message 
of yuletide blessings with 
the greatest of care, pars-
ing all the inscribed notes 
with a sharp, analytical 
eye, but without seeing a 
single word.

“When I get holiday 
cards, I don’t read them. I 
just like to see how people 
are doing,” the Jamaica res-
ident told a small handwrit-
ing analysis class in the 
basement of College Point’s 
Poppenhusen Library.

One letter of the alpha-
bet, Samas said, can pro-
vide more than 30 interpre-
tations of an individual’s 
mental condition. By sim-
ply noting the placement 
of a writer’s “t” crossbar, a 
graphoanalyst can discern 
how the writer’s well-being 
may have changed from a 
year earlier.

A high t-bar indicates 
a strong will and a posi-
tive outlook for the future. 
A low t-bar, or one that is 
curved or shortened, may 
show signs of depression, 

confusion or frustration. A 
“t” with a centered cross-
bar indicates an individual 
with practical goals, while 
a t-bar that is not fully 
formed may indicate pro-
crastination.

As a student of psy-
chology, Samas became 
interested in grapho-
analysis, or the practice of 
handwriting analysis, as a 
vehicle toward a better un-
derstanding of people and 
the human condition.

“You can get as much 
information from a psy-
chological test as a sample 
of handwriting,” said the 
Alexandria, Egypt, native, 
who immigrated to the 
United States in 1967, stud-
ied psychology at Columbia 
University and eventually 
earned a doctorate. He went 
on to earn a certificate by 
mail through the Interna-
tional Graphoanalysis So-
ciety when it was located 
in Chicago during the late 
1960s.

As president and 
founder of the Queens Gra-
phoanalysis Center, Samas 
has applied his expertise in 
a variety of capacities since 
being certified. While much 
of his work has involved tes-
tifying before court on civil 
matters involving forgeries 
or contract disputes, he is 
on occasion called upon to 
provide insight on high-
profile cases, including an 
examination of the ransom 
note in the mysterious, un-
solved killing of JonBenet 
Ramsey, a 6-year-old Colo-
rado beauty queen whose 
death gripped the hearts of 
a nation.

In 1977, when a serial 
killer was terrorizing New 
York City and writing cryp-
tic, rambling letters to po-
lice and the media, Samas 
said he might have known 
the killer. He found simi-
larities in the Son of Sam’s 
handwriting with that of a 
patient he was counseling.

“He matched most 
of the traits,” Samas told 
Newsday in 2000, noting the 
bizarre religious symbols 
he observed on the patient’s 
walls when he went to see 

X-mas decorating made easy
House of Holiday in Ozone Park is one-stop shop for trees, adornments

Continued on Page 36
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Fight against secondhand smoking
F

resh air is a precious 
commodity and a 
right for all New 
Yorkers, but many 

multi-unit dwellings are 
not smoke-free environ-
ments.

Tenants and prop-
erty owners are subjected 
to the harmful effects of 
secondhand smoke even 
when they have chosen 
not to smoke themselves. 
According to the journal 
Nicotine and Tobacco Re-
search, secondhand smoke 

cannot be contained. Even 
cleaning the air and ven-
tilating buildings cannot 
eliminate the health haz-
ards of secondhand smoke 
exposure.

We need to protect our 
most vulnerable residents: 
our children. In New York 
City, more than 200,000 
children are exposed to 
secondhand smoke in the 
place they should be safest: 
their own homes. Some of 
these children are enter-
ing hospital emergency 

rooms suffering from asth-
ma attacks induced by the 
cigarette smoke they are 
forced to breathe.

From a purely eco-
nomic standpoint, the cost 
of rehabilitating a residen-
tial unit occupied by heavy 
smokers, totals more than 
$3,500. A no-smoking pol-
icy can reduce the cost of 
physical property damage 
while a 100 percent, smoke-
free, multi-unit dwelling 
means higher property 
values, lower fire risk and 

lower insurance rates.
Exercise your right to 

breathe smoke-free air in 
your home by contacting 
your landlord and local 
city officials to request a 
smoking ban in your com-
plex. We can all enjoy the 
long-term benefits to our 
health and property.

Joan M. Bush
Health Educator

North Shore-LIJ Health 
System

Great Neck

TIDINGS OF COMFORT 
AND JOY

The Queens publishing family wishes our readers a 
holiday season filled with joy and hope.

We can think of no greater tidings than the news that 
thousands of American soldiers are on their way home from 
Iraq. For the soldiers and families that have waited for their 
safe return, this will be a special holiday.

Welcome home.

REVERSING HOSPITAL 
CARE DECLINE

Brooklyn has taken a step forward in dealing with its 
hospital crisis. A group has been established to examine the 
borough’s diminishing health-care resources. The Brook-
lyn Health Systems Redesign Work Group, or the Berger 
Commission II, released a report with recommendations for 
increasing financial resources and quality of care.

The same thing needs to happen in Queens. A group 
similar to the commission needs to be formed to study the 
decline of hospital resources in the county. In particular, 
a commission must address the shortage of emergency 
rooms.

If that does not happen, lives may be needlessly lost.
In recent years, four hospitals in Queens have closed. 

They include St. John’s Queens Hospital in Elmhurst; St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Flushing, which became a drug abuse 
facility; Parkway Hospital in Forest Hills; and Mary Im-
maculate Hospital in Jamaica.

There are differing and complex reasons why this hap-
pened, but the result was the same: The people of Queens 
have less access to medical care.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley has written a letter to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo asking to “start a conversation” on how 
the hospital problem in Queens and the Bronx can be ad-
dressed.

We have no doubt the governor understands the prob-
lem Queens is facing, nor do we imagine there are any easy 
answers. We applaud Crowley for getting the ball rolling.

One thing is certain: In recent years, the borough has 
been moving in the wrong direction when it comes to hospi-
tal care. Health-care jobs have been lost along with hospital 
beds.

The problem has to be addressed on a boroughwide 
level before it gets any worse.



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, D
EC. 22-28, 2011 

  WE

11READERS WRITE

City must do better in how it treats nonprofi ts
A

s many in Queens 
will tell you, there 
are many nonprofits 
throughout the bor-

ough that have helped thou-
sands of people get back on 
their feet. Nonprofits have 
traditionally been exempt 
from paying property taxes 
on buildings they own and 
provide services in, like 
churches and nonprofit af-
fordable housing develop-
ers.

But the city has re-
cently decided to require 
these organizations to ver-
ify their nonprofit status or 
risk losing their property 
tax exemption. In some 
cases, these organizations 
would cease to exist with-
out the property tax exemp-
tion.

Within the last month, 

the city has sent two noti-
fication letters with forms 
that the organizations are 
required to fill out to keep 
their exemption status. Out 
of the thousands of letters 
that were sent out, there 
are still 3,928 organizations 
the city is waiting to hear 
from and 738 of them are in 
Queens.

For small organiza-
tions that do not have 
dedicated administrative 
staff, like many churches, 
this can be burdensome as 
they prepare to help people 
during the holiday season, 
especially considering the 
short notice they received. 
All verification forms were 
due Dec. 5.

One of them is One-
ness Pentecostal Taberna-
cle on Linden Boulevard in 

Queens. It has a small staff, 
but has been a staple in the 
community for many years. 
It fed people who were look-
ing for meals on Thanks-
giving and every Saturday 
it assesses the needs of the 
neighborhood and gives 
away food to the homeless.

Unfortunately, it does 
not currently have a staff 
person dedicated to han-
dling finances, taking time 
away from the pastors from 
running these programs.

While verification of 
these facilities may be nec-
essary, it comes at a precar-
ious time. It is during these 
hard economic times that 
members of our commu-
nity seek out these services 
most. Yet the city has so 
suddenly required these or-
ganizations to verify their 

property tax exemption sta-
tus and the use eligibility 
of their facilities and only 
provided a small window of 
time to do so.

Whether this was done 
intentionally or not to cap-
ture future revenues is un-
certain, but what is certain 
is that organizations will 
be required to exert what 
little time, energy and re-
sources they have in turn-
ing around these forms 
instead of concentrating on 
providing needed services.

The struggling econ-
omy has forced those of 
us in government to make 
tough decisions, and many 
of these organizations have 
seen their funding dramat-
ically slashed. At the same 
time, families in Queens 
have also had to tighten 

their belts, and many are 
desperately looking for any 
help they can get.

With so many people 
unable to afford their mort-
gages, rent, health insur-
ance and other necessities, 
this is not the time to im-
pose onerous information 
requests from organiza-
tions that help people in 
need.

Accountability, trans-
parency and accurate re-
porting are essential to en-
sure compliance, but there 
has to be a better methodol-
ogy employed that allows 
organizations, particularly 
ones with little staff, to 
respond to these requests 
in an efficient and timely 
manner. Some 738 Queens 
organizations had yet to re-
spond to the city’s notice.

While I work with 
my fellow City Council 
colleagues to reach out to 
these groups, I will not only 
advocate for more time 
to complete these forms, 
but ask why, while we are 
still struggling to get the 
economy moving again, 
we are suddenly burdening 
institutions that have been 
serving people for years by 
threatening to take their 
resources away.

For any questions, 
please contact my office by 
calling 718-776-3700.

Leroy Comrie
City Councilman

(D-St. Albans)

Save city after-school programs

R
ecently, the city 
after-school com-
munity celebrated 
the work being done 

in after-school programs 
in the area and around 
the country, joining in the 
national Lights On After-
school celebration.

But we all know there 
is more to do before every 
child who needs an after-
school program has access 
to one. Our city Department 
of Youth & Community De-
velopment recently released 
a request for proposals for 
all of its Out-of-School Time 
programs. These programs 
are a source of support for 
children and families, and 
the major source of funding 
for after-school programs 
throughout the five bor-
oughs.

More than $68 million 
is identified to be awarded 
through this competitive 
bidding process, and while 
this seems to be a large 
sum, it is a catastrophic 
reduction from previous 
years. Approximately $125 
million feeds the same 

system now. Since these 
awards are to begin in 
September 2012, our com-
munity residents will have 
no idea what hit them until 
school starts and they find 
that the many established 
after-school programs will 
have disappeared.

Additionally, the cur-
rent PEG reductions to the 
city budget continue to re-
duce the size and scope of 
other important youth and 
community serving pro-
grams, such as Beacon Cen-
ters. For many providers 
that have honorably deliv-
ered these crucial services, 
there is now the warning 
that some of these centers 
will be closed, depending 
on the need and exhibited 
by the ZIP code in which 
the program sits.

While we understand 
the need to tighten the belt, 
the continuous reduction of 
funding to programs that 
provide a lifeline to some 
families demonstrates a 
complete shift in priorities 
away from our most vul-
nerable. That means that 

despite the progress we cel-
ebrated in October, we still 
have miles to go.

And some of those 
miles need to be traveled 
in our minds and what we 
hold dear in our hearts. As 
a lifelong New York sports 
fan, I cannot help but do the 
math and note that these 
reductions to youth pro-
grams in the city budget, 
which will affect thousands 
of families, are equal to the 
salaries of maybe five of the 
top-tier athletes on some of 
my favorite teams.

After-school programs 
keep kids safe, inspire them 
to learn and help working 
families. In tough econom-
ic times like these, we need 
to be doubly sure that our 
children get the education 
and support they need to 
succeed in school and life.

Deepmalya Ghosh
Director of Youth 

Development Programs
The Child Center of NY

Woodside

City shows gall in Willets sewer plan

I
n its mishandling of 
Willets Point, the city 
Economic Development 
Corp. has qualified for 

the Chutzpah Award of the 
Year.

Notwithstanding the 
lack of sewers in Willets 
Point, the city not only ig-
nored repeated requests 
from property owners for 
many years to install sew-
ers, but collected sewer rent 
for the non-existent sewers.

It made a mockery of 
the understanding that 
eminent domain was to be 
used for public purposes 
and not to subsidize fat-cat 
real estate developers.

It willfully allowed the 
area to fall into structural 
disrepair and then misla-
beled it as substandard. 
Now comes the pinnacle of 
absurdity in that the EDC 
has awarded the sewer con-
tract to a New Jersey-based 
company (“Avella, biz 
group slam EDC,” Flushing 
Times, Dec. 1-7).

EDC’s claim it could 
not lawfully discriminate 
based upon geography is 
feeble since it could have 
waited for legislation per-
mitting the jobs to remain 
in New York. So much for 
creating jobs for New York-
ers, whose taxes will subsi-

dize the mayor’s well-con-
nected real estate friends, 
who will surely be awarded 
the development contract.

By no stretch of the 
imagination can the pro-
posed Willets Point de-
velopment in its concept, 
planning and implementa-
tion qualify as democracy 
in action. Machine politics 
would fit the bill.

The time has come to 
remove the EDC’s jurisdic-
tion from the mayor and 
make it accountable to the 
City Council.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, D

EC
. 2

2-
28

, 2
01

1 

WE

12

T
his week was more 
non-stop holiday par-
ty running around. 
“Ho! Ho! Ho!” is be-

ginning to wear a little 
thin. I think the week be-
tween Christmas and New 
Year’s I will go to bed and 
hibernate for the whole 
week.

Fat chance that will 
ever happen — sure as God 
made little green apples, 
some events are sure to 
pop up! What’s a chronicler 
of the Queens passing pa-
rade to do? Why, cover the 
events for posterity — what 
else? While I am tired now 
and in a complaining mood, 
consider the alternative.

Dec. 13 was a killer day. 
It started out at 8 a.m. with 
a political seminar at Ford-
ham University’ Columbus 
Circle facility. At 11:30 a.m., 
I cut out early for lunch and 
drove to Russo’s on the Bay 
in Howard Beach to cover 
Bishop Nicholas DiMar-

zio’s annual Christmas 
luncheon.

The emcee was Mau-

rice DuBois, newscaster 
from Channel 2 and a super 
nice guy, very apropos for a 
bishop’s luncheon. The hon-
orees were Clarissa Elgar-

ten, Martin J. Cotting-

ham and Joseph Ferrara. 
Representing the Diocese 
of Brooklyn was Monsignor 
Jamie J. Gigantiello. A 
great luncheon. Sorry I 
didn’t have time to stay, but 
I had to drive back to Man-
hattan for the afternoon 
session of the Fordham 
seminar. Three of its more 
interesting speakers were 
Hank Scheinkopf, Roger 

Stone and Daily News blog-
ger Celeste Katz.

That event was over 
at 5 p.m., which gave me 
enough time to drive to 
Riccardo’s by the Bridge 
in Astoria for the Queens 
County Republican Party’s 
holiday party and recep-
tion. It was an interesting 
and fun event.

Some of the luminar-
ies were Ed Cox, the state 
Republican Party chair-
man. The keynote speaker 
was Rich Lowry, editor 
of the National Review. 
The special guest was An-

drew Wilkow, host of the 
“Wilkow Majority” on Sir-
ius XM Radio. There was a 
guest appearance by Miss 
New York Kaitlin Monte.

Do you get the picture 
of what one of my killer 
days is like? My husband 
says that even though I 
complain loud and long, I 
must love it or I wouldn’t 
do it.

Democrat Issac Sas-

son was a guest at the GOP 
party. From what I remem-
ber a few years back, he 
was considering becoming 
a Republican. Could that be 
his game plan in trying to 
beat Toby Stavisky for her 
Senate seat? As long as he 
and fellow Democrat John 

Messer run against each 
other as Democrats, the 
result is they cancel each 
other out and insure a win 
for Toby. If that’s his game 
plan, maybe he will have 
better luck running as a 
Republican. What fun po-
litical speculations are, but 
of course everyone has to 
wait to see what the redis-
tricting will look like.

On Dec. 14, the Steven-
son Democratic Club held its 
45th annual dinner-dance 
honoring Steve Sadofsky 
and Nettie Mayersohn. I 
am glad that they honored 
Nettie. She has been one of 
my favorite female electeds 

and during her 29-year ten-
ure as state assemblywom-
an for the 27th District, she 
was admired for the pas-
sage of the landmark Baby 
Aids Bill and the Partner 
Notification Law and as the 
prime sponsor of the Victim 
Impact Bill. Not too shabby 
a record, my dears. It was a 
lovely party and held at the 
Douglaston Manor.

Last Thursday eve-
ning, U.S. Rep. Gary Ack-
erman held his annual 
holiday party at the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy 
in Kings Point, L.I. It was 
packed with everyone from 
the lowest to the highest in 
attendance.

One of the more in-
teresting guests was Ilan 

Grapel, who was there 
with his parents Irene and 
Daniel Grapel. He was the 
young man held in solitary 
confinement in Egypt and 
accused of being a spy. Ack-
erman was instrumental 

in obtaining his release. 
The words describing what 
a great party it was would 
only be redundant.

At the end of the eve-
ning, after Gary thanked 
everyone for their support, 
he gave a thought-provok-
ing speech. After Gary’s 
party, it was off to the 
Douglaston Manor again to 
cover the Queens Bar As-
sociation’s annual holiday 
celebration. More details 
about that party next week.

A last minute entry: 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner 
of the 9th District held a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
to celebrate the opening of 
his new office on Eliot Av-
enue in Middle Village. It 
is a street-level store front, 
which is better for constitu-
ents to be serviced.

I look forward to your 
voice mails at 718-767-6484, 
faxes at 718-746-0066 and e-
mails at deerrichard@aol.
com.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Holiday season is mad dash with parties spread over Queens

Bomb scare at LaGuardia Airport in 1960 fi zzles out

I
n 1960, Queens boasted 
more than 35 movie 
theaters. In the Forest 
Hills Theatre, see “The 

Magnificent Seven,” in 
Jackson Heights is “The 
Apartment,” in Sunnyside 
view “Hell to Eternity” and 
at the Polk see the original 
“Ocean’s 11.”

●

Looking for a place to 
spend the holidays? Try 
Queens Terrace on 69th 
Street in Woodside and Bay-
side’s Imperial or Flush-
ing’s Pilgrim Inn — both 
on Northern Boulevard. 
There is Kneer’s Hofbrau, 
on Broadway in Astoria, or 
nearby Steinway Brauhall, 
on Steinway Street.

Get ready for the sea-

son at Horn & Hardet Re-
tail Shops in 52 convenient 
locations. Pumpkin pies at 
69 cents, potato salad at 39 
cents per pound, frankfurt-
ers at 69 cents per pound, a 
jar of sweet mixed pickles 
at 33 cents and coleslaw at 
only 31 cents.

●

The “topflight” struc-
ture that graced the Queens 
building scene in 1960 was 
the airy Pan-American 
Airways Passenger Termi-
nal at Idlewild — now John 
F. Kennedy International 
— Airport. The Queens 
Chamber of Commerce se-
lected the futuristic termi-
nal, which gave the impres-
sion it may take off along 
with the planes that use it.

Built to “bring the 
plane to the passenger,” 
the “upside down umbrel-
la building” covers more 
than 4 acres. The building 
“grounded” all other com-
petitors for the title of Most 
Outstanding Structure in 
the Borough.

●

The mammoth new 
Throgs Neck Bridge, whose 
12,300-foot span cost $90 
million, should put an end 
to the bumper-to-bumper 
nightmare on the Whites-
tone Bridge and help ease 
congestion on the Tribor-
ough Bridge.

In an editorial, the 
Star-Journal pushes for a 
grander idea: “Now what 
is needed is a bridge across 
the Long Island Sound 
to Connecticut or Rhode 
Island. It has been pooh-
poohed as far fetched, but it 
too will be built some day.”

●

A brutal winter storm 
buried Queens. A slashing 

blizzard measures more 
than 18 inches by noon. 
Sweeping through the met-
ro area, it kills at least five 
people on Long Island as it 
paralyzes transportation, 
closes schools and keeps 
others from work.

Trains derail, autos 
crash, snow shovelers drop 
from heart attacks and fish-
ermen stagger into port. 
National Guard trucks tow 
abandoned cars. Packing a 
howling 35 mph wind, the 
killer storm is called the 
worst of the year, stripping 
the title from the 14-inch 
blizzard of March 4.

Within 24 hours, the 
mercury dips to a frigid 7 
degrees. The deep freeze 
slows the borough from 
digging out. Long Island 
tallies 26 dead, with 130 fa-
talities across the country. 
The Long Island Rail Road 
erases the day off its calen-
dar.

●

An unclaimed airline 

suitcase at LaGuardia Air-
port was thought to contain 
explosives after a baggage 
inspector at Hanger 3 opens 
it and sees what he thinks 
are sticks of dynamite. The 
Bomb Squad, Fire Depart-
ment and Port Authority 
police are summoned.

They find balloons, 
feathers, horns, a kettle 
and trick matches. The “dy-
namite” turns out to be an 
entertainer’s make-up pow-
der.

The bag is a magic en-
tertainer’s kit.

●

A few shots of whis-
key and four or five cigars 
a day are Joseph Deitsch’s 
formula for longevity. Dei-
tsch grew up the heir to a 
large retail clothing busi-
ness in Philadelphia, but 
his most vivid memory 
of a young man was as a 
member of the Pennsylva-
nia National Guard — the 
Homestead Strike of 1892 in 
Pittsburgh.

He witnessed the car-
nage that set the union 
movement back a genera-
tion.

“Those were grim 
days,” he recalled with a 
shudder.

Deitsch also remem-
bered every election back 
to the 1880 James A. Gar-
field campaign.

The spry resident of 
146-29 Laburnum Ave. in 
Flushing traces his ances-
try back to Aaron Levy, the 
Revolutionary War banker 
and financial wizard who 
gave his entire personal 
fortune to the American 
fight for freedom. Deitsch 
was also related to the late 
Supreme Court Justice 
Benjamin Cardozo.

The nonagenarian 
claims that life begins at 
80. He is the father of six 
“youngsters” aged 52 to 63, 
has 12 grandchildren and 
at least 10 great-grandchil-
dren.

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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If you’re ready for challenging 

academics, a supportive environment, 

all-girls’ education, consider TMLA. 

You’ll get exceptional 

college preparation, leadership 

opportunities, and friends 

you’ll keep for a lifetime. 

Chartered by the New York State Board of Regents 

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges

Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, NY

  TMLA + The Mary Louis Academy

Jamaica Estates, NY 11432
 718-297-2120 
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“Taking the family on 
a carousel ride in a park is 
a treasured New York City 
experience,” said Parks 
Commissioner Adrian Be-
nepe. “We hope to receive 
proposals from companies 
with strong backgrounds 
in developing, operating 
and maintaining carousels 
and amusement venues so 
that the carousels at Forest 
Park and Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park can con-
tinue to delight New York-
ers for many generations to 
come.”

Ed Wendell, president 
of the Woodhaven Block 
Association, said he was 
hoping someone would be 
interested in operating 
and maintaining the For-
est Park carousel, which is 
near Strack.

“The carousel’s been 
an important issue to us 
for the last couple of years 
ever since we heard that it 
wasn’t going to open in the 
summer of 2009,” he said.

New York One LLC 
is the vendor of the Flush-
ing Meadows carousel and 
subcontracts the attrac-
tion to Sal Napolitano, who 
was turned down by Parks 
to operate the Forest Park 
carousel even though the 

agency lists Napolitano as 
a “carousel expert” on its 
website.

“There’s not many of 
those around,” Wendell 
said. “I’m hoping [Napoli-
tano will] come back. I’m 
hoping he’ll be there and 

resubmit his proposal.”
The Forest Park Car-

ousel holds some of the last 
surviving creations of mas-
ter woodcarver Daniel Carl 
Muller, Parks said.

Muller crafted figures 
for 12 carousels in his life-

time and the Forest Park 
carousel is one of only two 
that remain.

The Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park Carousel 
is one of the city’s four vin-
tage carousels, Parks said.

That carousel is a com-
bination of two earlier Co-
ney Island carousels, the 
Feltman Carousel, which 
was constructed around 
1903, and the Stubbman 
Carousel, which opened 
around five years after the 
Feltman Carousel. 

The Flushing Mead-
ows hybrid debuted at the 
1964 World’s Fair, Parks 
said.

The agency is holding 
a walkthrough of both car-
ousels to those interested 
in submitting a bid Jan. 12.

Also up for grabs un-
der the RFP process are 
snack bars in both parks.

Reach reporter How-
ard Koplowitz by e-mail at 
hkoplowitz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4573.

was my local playground 
as a child, and it continues 
to improve with each pass-
ing year,” she said. “Chil-
dren can now play on the 
new slides in an impressive 
design that captures the 
historical significance of 
this area’s past as a former 
swampland. As an added 
bonus, the playground is 
eco-friendly and built to be 
sustainable for future gen-
erations.”

The $750,000 upgrade 
comes a year after $933,000 
in renovations were made 
to the park that was funded 
by Crowley and Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg that added 
play equipment designed 
for younger children.

Continued from Page 1

Carousels
Continued from Page 2

Park

The city Parks Department is looking for a new operator of the Forest Park carousel (inset), which 
was last open in 2009. 

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]

TM

Get your Queens  
news on Facebook:  
facebook.com/timesledger

Special orders 
available on all 
the Hottest new 
Toys and Games, 

ask us 
for details.

10% OFF

for details.fofor detailsetails..

Gift Certificates Available & Free Gift Wrapping

NEW LOCATION SAME GREAT SERVICE! 75-48 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village • 347-242-3144

GIFT SHOP
Our Gift Shop offers a full line of toys to 

enhance your child’s development.

Appointments recommended. Walk-ins Welcomed!
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Who says getting a 
haircut can’t be fun!

Children sit in themed 
chairs while watching 
their favorite video!

Haircuts
include a snack 
and a prize.

Children’s Boutique
New Stock arriving every week • Newborn & Up

NEW

We carry Hair products & accessories

Entire Store 
including haircuts
Expires 12/31/11
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The Better Way!

Better Price!
Better Selection!
Better Service!

Limited Supply Of 2011 Cadillac, Buick & GMC Models Available At Incredible Savings!
Plus, Ask About 0% Financing For 72 Months.†† Hurry, Sale Ends Soon!

720NorthernBlvd,Great Neck
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

North Bay Cadillac Celebrates Its 5th Consecutive Year
as New York State’s Largest Cadillac Dealer!

All offers, add tax & reg. fees, Based on tier one credit. Primary lender approval. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear. Lacrosse/Acadia, $995 down, $695 bank fee & $395 termination fee. Acadia Residual $18,405.90, Lacrosse -$13,921.60. No security deposit required. 12k miles per yr.,18c
thereafter. Customer Cash Rebate & Lease Conquest ( Must be a non GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) : Lacrosse $6,550 & Acadia $4,075 included in advertised prices. Primary lender approval, Add tax & reg fees, plus CTS ( Ally Bank ) $1,890 down / SRX ( GM Financial
) $1,690 down, bank fee included, SRX $350 termination fee, CTS $0 termination fee, CTS 10K / SRK 12k miles per yr. 30c thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. Residual Value ( CTS $20,976.80 & SRX $23,948.10 ) . Customer Cash Rebate & Lease Conquest ( Must be
a non GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) : CTS $7,100 & SRX $3,225 ( +$2,500 additional on residual for buy out ) included in advertised prices.†† Must have excellent credit, in lieu of rebates. Best Price: Based on primary lender approval. In stock vehicles. Model for
model, option for option. Must present bonafide written order from authorized new car competitor. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 12-31-11.

BUICK

No1st Payment&NoSecurityOnBuickGMCLeases!

CadillacCelebrates It̓ s NewEdition...

BUICK

Acadias&Terrains
In Stock

For Immediate
Delivery,

ThisWeekend!

in Great Neck!

“You Don’t Have To
Pay More... To Shop In Great Neck!”

in Great Neck!

2012 GMC
ACADIA AWD SL
Remote vehicle starter,
Leather steering wheel
with controls, Bluetooth
and much more!
MSRP $36,090

LEASE FOR

$289
*

per month 39 months

2012 BUICK
LACROSSE
Convenience Group
With “E Assist”
A Class Leading 36 MPG
Highway, Auto Transmission,
Rear Airbags And More!
MSRP $31,640
LEASE FOR

$259
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC
CTS AWD

6 Speed Automatic, 1yr. Onstar,
Turn By Turn Navigation MSRP $40,340

LEASE FOR

$289
*

per month 36 months

2012 CADILLAC
SRX FWD

3.6L V6 Improved Horsepower and
Gas Mileage! 6 Speed Automatic, 1yr.

Onstar, Turn By
Turn Navigation
MSRP $40,940
LEASE FOR

$349
*

per month 36 months

LUXURY EDITION

2011-2012CadillacModels IncludeComplimentaryCadillac PremiumCareMaintenance.
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attorney Dennis Vacco said 
Seidel was correct but that 
Haggerty was not driven by 
greed to steal Bloomberg’s 
money, explaining that 
Haggerty was 15 years old 
when his mother died and 
his father was rarely home.

“The house clouded 
his vision. The house cloud-
ed his judgment,” Vacco 
said. “This was a desper-
ate attempt to hang on to a 
family life that passed him 
by and [he] never had  since 
the death of his mother.”

Prosecutors wanted 
Haggerty to be sentenced 
to four to 12 years.  Zweibel 
said his sentence was need-
ed “to restore the public’s 
confidence in the electoral 
process.”

In addition to the 
prison time, Haggerty was 

ordered to pay $750,000 in 
restitution and will have a 
three-year conditional dis-
charge following his stay in 
prison.

He was apologetic in 
court during the proceed-
ing.

“If I could do it all over 
again, I’d do it much differ-
ently,” he said before being 
handcuffed and escorted by 
court officers for process-
ing.

In arguing for proba-
tion, Vacco said the blow to 
Haggerty’s reputation and 
the loss of his home were 
punishment enough.  He 
pointed out that Haggerty 
had no living parents, lived 
alone, had no children and 
was divorced.

“What a terrible sen-
tence that is,” Vacco said.

Seidel asked Zweibel to 
sentence Haggerty to four 
to 12 years in prison.

“This defendant just 
flat out lied, misrepresent-

ed, covered up,” Seidel said. 
“It’s a significant amount 
of money and it wasn’t just 
stolen, it was laundered.”

Jurors found Haggerty 
stole the money and laun-
dered it through a company 
he created called Special 
Election Operations.

Raymond Castello, 
another attorney for Hag-
gerty, said 48 people wrote 
letters to Zweibel seek-
ing leniency for his client, 
whom he called “a man of 
integrity.

Castello disputed pros-
ecutors’ claims that Hag-
gerty showed no remorse 
for his crimes.

“Certainly he has ex-
pressed that he is very sor-
ry for what has happened 
here,” he said, noting that 
Haggerty plans to make 
full restitution of $750,000 
by selling the Forest Hills 
Gardens home he bought 
with the stolen funds.

Continued from Page 1

Haggerty

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...

Wishing everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy and Healthy
New Year

Council Member Peter F. Vallone Jr.
www.petervallone.com
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-Jeff Craig, SIXTY SECOND PREVIEW

                             “★★★★
   THE FEEL GREAT
        MOVIE OF THE
                HOLIDAYS.”

 “A WINNER!
 YOU’LL BE GLAD
 YOU CAME.”

 -Peter Travers



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, D

EC
. 2

2-
28

, 2
01

1 

WE

18

569 Plandome Rd. Manhasset, NY 11030 • (516) 365-9591

Licensed & Bonded | Open Tuesday - Saturday 10
am

-6
pm

We pay for:

Gold & Silver Coins

Diamonds of any Shape and Size

Gold Watches, Signed Jewelry, 

14K, 18K, Platinum Jewelry, 

Antique, Estate, Costume Jewelry, 

Sterling Silver Flatware, 

Writing Instruments, 

Scrap Gold

www.ligoldbuyer.com

* Actual savings may vary based upon efficiency measures selected, 
age of home, appliances, equipment and other factors. 
A participating contractor can help evaluate potential savings.

** Financing, energy audits, and workforce development 
opportunities made available through the Green 
Jobs-Green NY Act of 2009.

Join the thousands of homeowners who have saved 
up to $700 on their annual home energy costs*

NYSERDA’S HOME PERFORMANCE WITH ENERGY STAR® PROGRAM IS ONE 
OF THE NATION’S LEADERS IN MAKING HOMES MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT.
Most New Yorkers qualify for a free or reduced-cost comprehensive home assessment, 
also referred to as an energy audit, and low-interest loans.** Additionally, participants may 
be eligible for cash-back incentives. All our Home Performance contractors are accredited 
by the Building Performance Institute.

For complete information, go 
to nyserda.ny.gov/residential
or call 1-877-NY-SMART.
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BY JOE ANUTA

Educators were pleased to find the 
Queens College music department $1.6 
million richer after a mysterious donation 
from the estate of a deceased Forest Hills 
woman.

Beatrice Schacher-Meyer died and 
left the college’s Aaron Copland School of 
Music a hefty chunk of money from her es-
tate.

But officials at the school only found 
out after they were contacted by an attor-
ney handling Schacher-Meyer’s will in 
2007.

“A huge weight lifted when I heard the 
news,”  music department Director Edward 
Smaldone said in a statement. “State fund-
ing for public colleges has been declining, 
so this gift couldn’t have come at a better 
time.”

Not much is known about Schacher-
Meyer, according to Smaldone. She was a 
musician herself, since she was a member 
of Local 802, a union. Smaldone said she 
believed she was a singer, and although 
she was likely an educated one, she did not 
attend Queens College.

But Smaldone envisioned her in the 

audience at Queens College performances.
“Quite possibly over the years she at-

tended some performances here,” he said.
Schacher-Meyer’s donation is the larg-

est single gift the department has received 
and will go toward scholarships for music 
students — to whom even modest amounts 
of money can make a huge difference, ac-
cording to Smaldone.

Since the school charges more than 
$5,000 for undergraduate tuition, a $2,000 
gift puts a huge dent in costs, according to 
Smaldone.

And by the close of the 2011 fall semes-
ter, about 150 students will have benefitted 
from the surprise donation.

In addition to scholarships, the money 
will also allow students to travel to China 
and England for professional engage-
ments.

And to ensure that Schacher-Meyer 
is not forgotten anytime soon, the Black 
Box theater in the music building will be 
renamed after her.

Schacher-Meyer’s serendipitous gift is 
not limited to scholarships: Her donation 
enabled Queens College music students to 
travel to China and England this past sum-
mer.

Mysterious donation resounds 
with Queens College music dept.
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*Spend $50 or more pre-tax at a participating retailer, or spend $50 or more pre-tax and pre-tip at a participating restaurant. **Only printed, dated, original register receipt for 
purchases made between Thursday, November 24, 2011 and Friday, December 23, 2011 are eligible. Minimum $50 purchase must appear on one receipt. ***Limit one pair of tickets 
per household. Tickets are selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. Tickets are valued at up to $220 per pair, and will be mailed by January 27, 2012.

Every Shopper Gets FREE Show or Sports Tickets...
Just For Sending In Your Receipt!

1. Spend at least $50 at any of 
   the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
   retailers or restaurants listed 
   on the page at right.* 

2. Fill out the coupon on the 
   following page and attach 
   your original, dated, printed 
   register receipt.**

3. Mail the coupon and receipt
   in to us by December 28, 2011 
   to receive

  YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO 

  AN EVENT LISTED HERE!***

How To Get Your Free Tickets

SistasTheMusical.comLoveLossOnstage.comMySinatra.com

StompOnline.com Islanders.NHL.com VocaPeopleNYC.com GazillionBubbleShow.com
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ATTACH YOUR ORIGINAL PRINTED AND DATED REGISTER RECEIPT FOR A MINIMUM OF $50 AND MAIL TO: CNG SHOP-N-GO / 
1 MetroTech North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201. Mailed coupons must be postmarked by 12/28/11 and received by 1:00 pm on 
1/4/12. Limit one complimentary pair of tickets per household. Tickets selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while 
supplies last. Open to legal residents of the state of New York, age 18 or older. Void where prohibited. Receipt must be attached 
to original newspaper coupon to be eligible for promotion (no reproductions). Keep a copy of your receipt for your records.
       Yes. I want to receive messages from the Community Newspaper Group (CNG) and its business partners about their 
products, services and future promotions. I understand that my personal information may be shared with business partners 
of CNG for this purpose. Communications on privacy policy should be addressed to:  
Privacy Officer, CNG/New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY  10036.

FIRST NAME, LAST NAME.............................................................................................
ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................
APT, CITY, STATE, ZIP......................................................................................................
DAYTIME PHONE..............................................................................................................
EVENING PHONE..............................................................................................................
E-MAIL ADDRESS.............................................................................................................
.BIRTHDATE (MM/DD/YYYY)............................................................................................
IN WHICH CNG PUBLICATION DID YOU SEE THIS AD?.........................................................
TO WHICH RETAILER/RESTAURANT DID YOU GO?..............................................................
PICK YOUR TICKETS
1ST CHOICE........................    2ND CHOICE........................    3RD CHOICE........................
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BRONX
900 Park
900 Morris Park Ave
Bronx NY 10462
718-892-3830

Barinos Market 
3244 Ampere Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-828-9200

Big Three Wines
and Liquors
3824 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-824-9390

Caputo Jewelry
900 Morris Park Ave.
Bronx NY 10462
718-829-5815

Cestra Pizza
3617 E. Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10465
718-518-7900

Conti’s Bakery
786 Morris Park Ave.
Bronx NY 10462
718-239-9339

Crosby Pet Center
1626 Crosby Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-822-6900

Crosstown Diner
2880 Bruckner Boulevard
Bronx, NY 10465
718-597-3450

Fiorino Jewelry
1978 Williamsbridge Rd.
Bronx NY 10461
212-840-7520

La Salle Bakery
3139 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-823-4218

LJI Jewelry
3021 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-931-1932

Papa John’s Pizza
(E. Tremont Avenue 
Location Only)
3361 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-518-PAPA

Security Drugs
3419 Boston Road
Bronx, NY 10469
718-654-6974

Silberman Army & Navy
1847 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10472
718-792-7421

Spotos
4005 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-828-5613

Tosca Marquis
4038 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-239-3300 

Wicked Wolf
4029 East Trenont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-829-4400

QUEENS
3D Furniture
17816 104th Ave
Jamaica, NY 11433
(718) 657-7828

Aunt Bella’s 
Restaurant
46-19 Marathon Parkway
Little Neck, NY 11362
718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Baby Ray’s Steak & 
Seafood Grill 
13-46 127TH Street
College Point, NY  11356
(917) 563-5352

Bel Mondo 
Restaurant
79-32 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village 11379
718-894-1020, 718-894-1024
www.Belmondorestaurant.com

Bourbon Street Cafe
40-12 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside , NY 11361
718-224-2200
Facebook, Twitter

Cascon Baking 
Company
7-04 149th Street
Whitestone, NY  11357
(718) 767-5700
www.casconcheesecake.com

Courts Caribbean
Electronics, Appliances 
& Furniture
89-56 165th Street
Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 291-1333
www.courtscaribbean.com

Elegant Jewelry
45-31B Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY  11360
(718) 225-5000
www.elegantjewelryny.com

Giardino 
Restaurant
44-37 Douglaston Parkway
Douglaston, NY 11363
718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

House Of Holidays
90-02 Atlantic Avenue
Ozone Park N.Y. 11416
718-848-8882
718-3220737
www.houseofholidaysny.com

Leiser’s Liquors
41-30 162nd Street
Flushing, NY  11358
(718) 359-3106
www.leisersliquors.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Express-

way
Bayside, NY  11364
(718) 224-2536
www.litalianotrattoriany.com

Maria’s Seafood & Grill
38-11 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 279-1606
www.mariasonbell.com

OKG Jewelry
248-25  Northern Bouleavrd
LITTLE NECK, NY 11362
718-423-2526
Little Neck Plaza 
Shopping Center

Universal Electronics
170-08 Jamaica Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11432
(718)725-1335

NASSAU
Bob’s Restaurant
230 Jericho Turnpike 
Floral Park, NY 11001
516-354-8185
bob@bobsny.com

Joseph Anthony’s 

Fine Jewelry
569 Plandome Road
Manhasset, NY  11030
www.ligoldbuyer.com

Official Participating BRONX & QUEENS Retailers & Restaurants

For a complete list of official participants, including Brooklyn, 
visit www.bxtimes.com/shopngo

or www.timesledger.com/shopngo

Look for advertising from our 
participating retailers and restaurants 

in your local CNG Newspapers

B R O N X TimesReporter
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GIVE THE GIFT OF TRAVEL 
(or keep it for yourself)

Travel 
Services 

Representative

THE TRAVEL CENTER
95-20 63rd Road, Suite F,  Rego Park, NY 11374

$100
OFF your next Travel Center 

American Express Vacation Package*
* Must be booked by 3/31/12. Some restrictions apply.

Bob Turner opens new offi ce in Middle Village
BY REBECCA HENELY

After spending his 
first few months as a con-
gressman in the Kew Gar-
dens office of former seat 
holder Anthony Weiner, 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (R-
Middle Village) cut the rib-
bon on his long-promised 
new digs Sunday.

“There’s a lot of work 
to be done here,” Turner 
said. “There’s been a big 
gap in our constituent ser-
vices because of the special 
election.”

Turner won New York’s 
9th District seat in a spe-
cial election last September 
after Weiner resigned amid 
a sexting scandal in June. 
Turner’s win over state As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Little Neck) was seen as 
an upset in a district that 
elected Democratic repre-
sentatives for 90 years.

The new office is at 
80-20A Eliot Ave. in Middle 
Village and has been oper-
ating for about two weeks. 

Turner, who was joined by 
about 40 supporters at the 
ribbon-cutting, said he is 
temporarily housing his 
entire staff in this office, 
although he will be open-
ing another in Brooklyn in 
February.

“The one that we in-
herited was a little too ex-
pensive, and I would have 
rather hired more staffers 
to do outreach,” Turner 
said.

Turner’s district in-
cludes Middle Village, Kew 
Gardens, Forest Hills, Mas-
peth, Ridgewood, Ozone 
Park, Rego Park, Howard 
Beach, Glendale, Fresh 
Meadows, Oakland Gar-
dens, Rockaway Beach 
and Woodhaven, as well as 
neighborhoods in Brook-
lyn.

The district is so 
sprawling that the two Re-
publican councilmen who 
came out to support him at 
the ribbon cutting — Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) and 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-

tone) — have district lines 
that overlap with his de-
spite their districts being 
practically on opposite 
sides of Queens.

“It’s a very good cen-
tral location and it’s conve-

nient,” Turner said of the 
Middle Village office, “And 
the rent is good.”

Former Republican 
state Sen. Serphin Maltese 
said he approved of the new 
office because he lives 12 

blocks away.
“He’s across from the 

best deli,” Maltese said, re-
ferring to Andy’s Delicates-
sen, at 82-17 Eliot Ave.

Maltese said he and 
Turner were both veterans 

of the U.S. Army, and he 
thinks Turner will support 
veterans.

Halloran praised 
Turner, a former television 
executive, for his business 
acumen. He also touted 
the coalition Turner was 
able to build. Turner drew 
the support of the typically 
Democratic-leaning Jews 
in his district as well as 
earned the endorsement of 
former Mayor Ed Koch.

“We wish we could get 
so many people on board as 
Bob is able to do,” he said.

One constituent, Wal-
ter Connolly, who comes 
from Breezy Point, where 
Turner lives, said the loca-
tion of his new office was 
not a great concern for 
him.

“I’m glad to be here 
at the opening,” Connolly 
said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

City Councilmen Dan Halloran (l.-r.) and Eric Ulrich attend the opening of U.S. Rep. Bob Turner’s Middle 
Village office. Turner’s wife Peg applauds. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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Buy local.

New York City’s Freshest Milk.
From New York City’s Only Dairy.

Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations
of New Yorkers the freshest milk in 
the city. Every day, we transport milk
direct from upstate, family dairy farms 
to our plant in Queens. We pasteurize 
the milk, package it, and deliver it your  
neighborhood grocer within 48 hours. 
That’s fresh!

When you choose milk from 
Elmhurst Dairy, you’re getting a quality 
product from New York City’s only 
remaining dairy – and you’re supporting 
a family�owned business that provides 
hundreds of jobs right here in our community.

Buy local. Look for Elmhurst Dairy
milk at your grocery store.

718�526�3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

122-16 15th Ave. College Point NY 11356
(718) 321-0980 F: (718) 321-0981

www.rctperformance.com

Mention this 
ad to receive a 

$20.00
Discount on your
wheel alignment!!!

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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DELTA .COM/NYFARES

TWICE THE DESTINATIONS.
A FRACTION OF THE PRICE.

Buffalo, NY 1 $49
Burlington, VT 1 $49
Rochester, NY 1 $49
Syracuse, NY 1 $49
Philadelphia, PA 2 $59
Washington-Dulles, DC 2 $69
Charlotte, NC 2 $79
Cleveland, OH 2 $79
Manchester, NH 1 $79

Pittsburgh, PA 2 $79
Milwaukee, WI 2 $89
Charlottesville, VA 2 $99
Dayton, OH 1 $99
Denver, CO 2 $99
Greensboro, NC 1 $99
Louisville, KY 1 $99
Miami, FL 1 $99
Montreal, Quebec 2 $99

Myrtle Beach, SC 2 $99
Ottawa, Ontario 2 $99
Roanoke, VA 2 $99
Wilmington, NC 2 $99
Houston-Bush, TX 2 $109
Norfolk, VA 1 $119
Richmond, VA 1 $119
Dallas-Fort Worth, TX 1 $139

 A portion of travel for some itineraries may be on the Delta Connection® carriers: Atlantic Southeast Airlines, Chautauqua, Comair, Compass Airlines, GoJet Airlines, Mesaba, Pinnacle Airlines, Shuttle America dba Delta Shuttle, and SkyWest.

*Terms and Conditions:   Fares shown available at delta.com. Tickets cost $25 more if purchased from Delta over the phone, $35 more at a Delta ticket counter or ticket offi ce, and these amounts are nonrefundable. Tickets are non-transferable. Seats are limited. 
Tickets: Tickets must be purchased no later than January 5, 2012. Travel Period: For travel to/from Charlotte, NC, Charlottesville, VA, Cleveland, OH, Denver, CO, Houston, TX, Milwaukee, WI, Myrtle Beach, SC, Philadelphia, PA, Pittsburgh, PA, Roanoke, VA, 
Washington, DC, Wilmington, NC, Montreal, QC, Canada, and Ottawa, ON, Canada, travel may begin on or after July 11, 2012. All other travel may begin on or after March 25, 2012. Travel must be completed by September 30, 2012. Blackout Dates: For travel 
to/from Florida, March 25, 30-31, April 1, 6-8, 13-15, 2012. Fare Validity: Fares are valid in the Economy (Coach) cabin on nonstop Delta/Delta Connection carrier fl ights only. Cancellations/Refunds/Changes: Tickets are nonrefundable except in accordance 
with Delta’s cancellation policy. Fees may apply for downgrades/reissues and itinerary changes. Contact a Delta agent or visit delta.com for details. Taxes/Fees:  Federal Excise tax of $3.70, Passenger Facility Charge(s) of up to $4.50, and the September 11th 
Security Fee of up to $2.50 for each fl ight segment are not included. International fares do not include U.S. International Air Transportation Tax of up to $32.60 and U.S. and foreign user, inspection, security or other similarly based charges, fees or taxes of 
up to $349, depending on itinerary. Taxes and fees must be paid when the ticket is purchased. Baggage Charges: For travel between/within the United States/Canada, $25 USD/CAD* fee for fi rst checked bag, $35 USD/CAD fee for second checked bag, and 
$125 USD/CAD* fee for third checked bag. Allowances subject to size/weight limits. Contact a Delta agent or visit delta.com for additional details. *Fees are CAD exit Canada. Miscellaneous: Fares, taxes, fees, rules, and offers are subject to change without 
notice. Other restrictions may apply. ©2011 Delta Air Lines, Inc.

Sample each-way fares* based on a round-trip purchase:

Additional taxes/fees/restrictions/baggage charges may apply.
Tickets must be purchased by January 5, 2012. Some blackout dates apply.
1: Service begins March 25, 2012
2: Service begins July 11, 2012

WE’RE DOUBLING OUR PRESENCE—FOR MORE
FLIGHTS FROM LGA THAN ANY OTHER AIRLINE.

F R O M L AG UA R D I A :



BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Jenny Limberg-Durkin’s Advanced 
Placement art students at The Mary 
Louis Academy in Jamaica Estates were 
given an unusual assignment back in 
September. Each student was asked to 
reach into a hat and take out a piece of 
paper describing a segment from a new 
children’s book, written by Rita Piro, the 
head of the school’s foreign language de-
partment. 

“‘The Best Christmas Present Ever’ 
was originally going to be published as 
part of a Christmas collection, but I want-
ed to do something bigger with it,” said 
Piro. So she approached the art teacher, 
and they decided that the girls would 
each illustrate a portion of the story, us-
ing their imagination — as well as water-
colors, pastels and charcoal pencils. The 
book was released Nov. 15.

When their project was completed 
almost three weeks later, 13 talented se-
niors at this all-girls Catholic high school 
would become published artists.

A Mary Louis graduate, Piro, 44, 
has been teaching there for 20 years. Her 
book is in a sense, her Christmas gift to 
the school she loves, as all proceeds will 
go to the 75-year-old private academy, 

which does not receiving public funding.
This unique Christmas story is told 

in the first person and takes place in 
Queens Village, where the author grew 
up and still lives now. Sts. Joachim and 
Ann School and Church, which are still 
standing today, are mentioned, as well 
as a few other familiar neighborhood 
streets and sites.

“I wrote an inspirational reflection 
recounting the events of the last Christ-
mas I spent with my maternal grand-
mother, when I was 7,” said Piro, who 
spent a month home sick after Thanks-
giving that year beside her beloved Ital-
ian grandmother, who was terminally 
ill. She died shortly after that sad Christ-
mas. “Much later in life, I realized that 
the best Christmas present I had ever re-
ceived had been the gift of time that the 
two of us were able to share together.

“The story is moving, but the art-
work is dynamic and exciting — the il-
lustrations make the book,” said Piro. 
“TMLA’s art students are phenomenally 
talented.”

Camille Gregory, 17, of Jackson 
Heights said, “I still can’t believe my 
piece was chosen for the cover. This is 
a very exciting time in our lives — se-
niors in high school — and we’re pub-
lished!”

Lisa Krulasik, 17, of Glendale has 
decided to pursue illustration in col-
lege: “I feel this gave me a jump-start.”  
And Julia Szaniawska, 17, of Middle 
Village was thrilled to see two of her 
pieces published: “My mom wants to 
send copies back to our family in Po-
land.”

“When Mrs. Durkin read us the 
story in September, I couldn’t imagine 
that it would all come together. The book 
looks amazing,” said Ashlyn Salig, 17, 
from Maspeth.

“Christmas is a time for slowing 
down — a time to just be nice to people. 
I love winter and the Christmas season, 
and as cheesy as it sounds, I look for-
ward to singing Christmas carols in the 
snow, then coming in for hot cocoa,” said 
17-year-old Tanya Caldas of Ozone Park. 

“Have you ever 
just stopped and looked up at the scene 
around you when it snows? It’s magical. 
Even bus stops can be beautiful.”

Durkin couldn’t have been more 
excited to have her talented students in-
volved in the project.

“I was over the moon when Rita 
told me about this idea. What a tremen-
dous opportunity for the girls. They 

Continued on Page 27
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Arts & Entertainment 30 

The Mary Louis Academy students from 
Jenny Limberg-Durkin’s advanced art 
class who participated in illustrating 
“The Best Christmas Present Ever,” 
authored by the head of TMLA’s foreign 
language department, Rita E. Piro. 

Photo by Rita Piro
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Answers in Sports

BY ARLENE MCKANIC

We know the story 
of “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 
George Bailey, the mensch 
from Bedford Falls, comes 
on some hard financial 
times and decides to end 
it all when a Level 2 angel 
named Clarence is sent to 
let him know what a won-
derful life he’s had. In the 
movie he’s played by Jimmy 
Stewart, with his Every-
man charm and peculiarly 
American verve. In the 
Queen Theatre’s delightful 
radio play version, he’s por-
trayed on the broadcastby 
Jake Laurents, acted by the 
very good Duke Lafoon.

It’s a nice little con-
ceit to have a radio play 
based on a film based on a 

short story performed on 
a stage, but here it works. 
This is thanks to director 
and Queens Theatre direc-
tor Ray Cullom, playwright 
Joe Landry and the stellar 
cast, who with the excep-
tion of Lafoon and Sarah 
Stevens, play actors voicing 
several parts, from little 
Zuzu to the miserable, rot-
ten old creep Mr. Potter. 

Stevens plays the eager 
Sally Applewhite, who voic-
es Mary Hatch, George’s 
wife. Tim Jerome plays 
Freddie Fillmore, the an-
nouncer of sonorous voice, 
who also voices Potter, Er-
nie and a few other people. 
Erin Maguire plays Lana 
Sherwood, who voices the 
sultry Violet Bick, George’s 
mother and Joseph, Clar-

ence’s supervising angel. 
James Barry plays Harry 
“Jazzbo” Heywood, who 
voices both the confident 
Harry Bailey and the be-
fuddled and sweet-natured 
Clarence. Alex Mandell 
rounds out the cast as the 
unnamed Foley artist who 
handles the sound effects, 
with some help from the 
brilliant sound designer 
Joshua D. Reid. Cullom’s 

cast not only makes the 
characters of “It’s a Won-
derful Life” come alive, but 
they make the characters 
who play the characters 
come alive as well.

The play is set during 
Christmas of 1946 in “the 
auditorium of Studio A at 
WQTR in New York City.” 
Michael Hetzer’s set is 
magical, with lighted signs 
above everything that read 
“On Air” and “Applause.” 
When the “Applause” sign 
lights up, we in the audi-
ence happily obey. There’s 
a sparkling little Christ-
mas tree stage right and 
the back of the stage is full 
of stuff for sound effects, 
like a wind machine and 
clodhoppers and other ordi-
nary things that make ex-

traordinary noises. Reuben 
Rosenthal makes great use 
of the lighting in Queens 
Theatre’s main stage and 
is adept at both bathing the 
stage in a cheery holiday 
glow and plunging it into 
darkness during the depths 
of George Bailey’s despair. 
Sydney Maresca’s cos-
tumes are era-perfect, es-
pecially that little hat worn 
by Sarah Stevens’ Sally and 
her long-waisted, full-skirt-
ed dress with the dusting of 
sequins on the collar.

The Queens Theatre’s 

“It’s A Wonderful Life” is at 
least as much fun as Frank 
Capra’s iconic movie. It will 
be up till Dec. 24.

IF YOU GO

It’s a Wonderful Life: A 
Live Radio Play
Queens Theatre
14 United Nations Ave. 
South
Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Corona, NY 11368

‘It’s a Wonderful Life:’ Radio play fun in Corona

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

The play is at
least as fun as 
Frank Capra’s
iconic movie.

Follow us on Facebook:

facebook.com/timesledger
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work so hard and it’s so 
nice for their talents to be 
recognized by the outside 
community,” Durkin said 
proudly. “We’re so blessed 
to have such an intense art 
program here that would 
allow the girls the needed 
time and materials to ac-
complish such a task.

“The book talks about 
a tender, loving relation-

ship between a grandmoth-
er and grandchild; about 
the beauty of appreciating 
the simpler things in life. 
It’s a complete honor to be 
a part of such a wonderful 
project.”

Piro said, “The mes-
sage is simply that the 
greatest gift we can give 
each other is time spent to-
gether, doing things full of 
great love.”

Piro is also the author 

of  “Judy Garland: The 
Golden Years” and “Eliza-
beth Montgomery: A Be-
witching Life.”

“The Best Christmas 
Present Ever” can be or-
dered through the school 
with a donation. And after 
Dec. 22 it will be available 
in retail stores and on Am-
azon.com.

 
The Mary Louis Academy
176-21 Wexford Terrace
Jamaica Estates, NY 11432
Phone: (718) 297-2120

Christmas Eve
“Feast of the Seven Fishes”

Prix Fixe Menu- $49pp

á la carte specials 

also available

New Year’s Eve
“Welcome 2012”

Holiday Party seating at 9pm

Prix Fixe Menu- $52pp

á la carte menu seating until 7pm

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363
www.giardinos.com

Continued from Page 25

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

At my lemonade stand I
used to give the first glass
away free and charge five
dollars for the second
glass. The refill contained
the antidote.

• • • Emo Phillips

Across
  1. Stun, in a way 
  5. Refuse to share, perhaps 
  8. Prefix with red 
13. Small amphibians 
14. Declare
16. 1988 Olympics host 
17. Knight’s neighbor 
18. City near Lake Tahoe 
19. Clothing size 
20. Cinematic first 
23. Plant parts 
24. Finished a marathon, say 
25. Collection agcy. 
28. Play’s first showing 
33. “60 Minutes” network 
36. Disney dwarf 
37. “Tomorrow” crooner 
38. Speech
41. Give permission 
43. Taxi ticker 
44. Turkey Day mo. 
45. ___ judicata 
46. Ship’s first journey 
51. TV spots 
52. DDE opponent 
53. Fancy tie 
57. Retailer’s first foray 
       into the market 
62. Less welcoming 
64. Little bit of Mexico? 
65. Serves well 
66. Drained
67. M.P.’s quarry 
68. Horn sound 
69. Blues man Waters 
70. NBC staple since 1975 
71. “Piece of cake!” 

Down
  1. School sessions 
  2. In progress 
  3. Pilot’s place? 
  4. Igloo dweller 
  5. Irish instrument 
  6. Done 

  7. Plain
  8. ___ of Man 
  9. Approach
10. Many a tourist 
11. Toupee, slangily 
12. Lager cousin 
15. Numeral preceder 
21. 6th sense 
22. NYC Marathon sponsor 
26. German wine valley 
27. Editor’s marks 
29. Tokyo, formerly 
30. Prefix with profit 
31. Indian bread 
32. Connections
33. Pause punctuation 
34. Restaurant basketful 
35. Content
39. Turner or Kennedy 
40. Anger
41. Playing hard to get 
42. Reproductive cells 
44. Reservation neglecters 
47. Bother
48. Italian scooter maker 

49. Kind of station 
50. What you will 
54. Winter warmer 
55. Sandwiches for dessert 
56. Irritable
58. Extend credit 
59. Culturally pretentious 
60. Desktop feature 
61. Opinion survey 
62. Belief
63. PC core 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
BOOLABOOLA

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERSBy Pete Canty

TimesLedger Newspapers
Dec. 22-28, 2011

Notable  Firsts
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up starts generally at 7:30 pm  
Where: Rockaway Center for 
the Arts, Fort Tilden, Gateway 
National Recreation Area, 
Rockaway 
Contact: Dominique Roberts, 
info@raa116.org or (718) 474-
0861  
Website: www.
rockawayartistsalliance.org 

KIDS & FAMILY

Golden Dragon Acrobats 
— With award-winning 
acrobatics, traditional dance, 
spectacular costumes, ancient 
and contemporary music and 
theatrical techniques, the gasp-
inducing and never-ending 
crescendo of gravity-defying 
tricks will leave you on the 
edge of your seats.
When: Dec. 27-31, 2 pm and 7 
pm
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 760-0064 
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Wild Ocean —  Science themed 
3-D show about the ocean 

and ecosystem. The movie is 
approximately 30 minutes long 
and is suitable for children 6 
years and older.
When: Through Dec. 31, Fridays, 
3:30 pm, Saturdays and 
Sundays, 1:30 and 3:30 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., between 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: www.nyscience.org 
Discover at Queens Library 
—  The Children’s Library 
Discovery Center is located 
adjacent to the Central Library 
at 89-11 Merrick Boulevard in 
Jamaica.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 10 am to 8:45 
pm; Friday, 1 pm to 8:45 pm; 
Saturday, 10 am to 5:30 pm; 
Sunday, 12 pm to 5 pm (except 
holidays)
Cost: Free    
Where: Queens Central Library, 
89-11 Merrick Boulevard, 
Jamaica, NY 11432
Contact: Joanne King, 
associate director of 
communications joanne.king@
queenslibrary.org (718) 990-
0704  
Website: queenslibrary.org

248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

45-52 Bell Blvd • Bayside
718-428-9727 (WRAP)

Full menu at 
www.mmmthatsawrap.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING  FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

For Reservations Call 
(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

i h T ik � Fl l P k NY

230 Jericho Turnpike, 
Floral Park, NY 11001 
T: 516-354-8185 
F: 516-354-8190

 www.BobsNY.com

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606
Open 7 days noon-11pm

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

STEAK & SEAFOOD GRILL

13-46  127th Street, College Point | 917.563.5352

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537

Asian Fusion & Sushi Bar
38-05 Bell Blvd., Bayside | 718-631-1188

It’s a Wonderful Life - The 
Live Radio Play —  Celebrate 
the season with the 
heartwarming holiday classic 
re-imagined as a live 1940s 
radio broadcast. A cast of fi ve 
actors bring George Bailey and 
the townspeople of Bedford 
Falls to life, playing dozens 
of different characters and 
performing all the sound 
effects, just as they did during 
the golden age of radio. Don’t 
miss this special holiday event 
the Chicago Tribune called 

“The best holiday choice 
around!”
When: Through Dec. 24
Cost: $39-$44 
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 

known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Sterling Glen of Great 
Neck, 96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great 
Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman - robin@lovecoach.
com (516) 732-0911

STAGE THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 

CONCERTS

Thursday Open Mic Music 
Nights —  Regularly presented 
from the stage of the RAA’s 
T-7 Gallery, this year-round 
weekly event gives performers 
of all kinds the spotlight to be 
seen and heard on Thursdays. 
Musicians, singers, poetry and 
prose readers, stand up comics 
and more have played to 
welcoming audiences there.
When: Thursdays, 7 pm;  sign-
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Saturday, December 31, 2011 from 10:00pm—2:00am

www.tasteofcochin.com

We serve North Indian & South Indian Cuisine

We also offer Take-Out and Catering Services for Corporate and Private Parties!
Newly Renovated Party Hall available (104 persons capacity)

Authentic tastes from the Land of Spices
OPERATIONAL HOURS
Mon - Thur: 11:30AM - 9:30PM
Fri - Sat: 11:30AM - 10:00PM
Sunday: 11:30AM - 9:30PM

DAILY LUNCH BUFFET
Mon - Fri: 11:30AM - 3:30PM
Sat - Sun: 11:30AM - 3:30PM

Taste of Cochin is all about representing 
Traditional Indian Cuisine with a fresh, 
vibrant twist. Exotic spices are blended 
with fresh  ingredients then slow cooked, 
infusing our food wh unique Indian flavors. 

Unlike traditional Indian resataurants, 
Tastes of Cochin prepares your order 

FRESH for you! Submerge your senses 
in the world of Indian Fusion and enjoy 

the ultimate fine dining experience.

10% OFF
TAKE OUT ONLY

Exp. 3/25/12 
Not to be combined 

with any other coupons.

Exp. 3/25/12 
Not to be combined 

with any other coupons.
Exp. 3/25/12 

Not to be combined 
with any other coupons.

15% OFF
EAT-IN

$1. OFF
LUNCH BUFFET
Mon to Fri

11:30 – 3 PM

Authentic tastes from the Land of Spices

 

NEWS from 

CHRIST THE KING REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue 
Middle Village, New York 11379 
(718) 366-7400   
Web Site: www.ctkrhs.org    

Christ the King Regional High School Theatre Group 
Spreads Joy at Dry Harbor Nursing Home

Middle Village, NY - The popular Christ the King Regional High School Theatre Group performed selections 
from their recent Beatle’s Revue “All Together Now” for residents of the Dry Harbor Nursing Home on 
Monday December 12, 2011. The group’s choreographer Amanda Millwater is a Physical Therapist at the 
Nursing home and extended the invitation to the group. Musical Director Heather Arzberger shared, “We are 
so proud of our students at Christ the King. They are always willing to share their talents! Watching these 

young people spread joy to these valued members of out community is the best gift a teacher can receive!”

Watch for Christ the King Regional High School’s production of the Broadway musical 
“Pippin” this Spring 2012. Check facebook.com/ctkny or www.ctkny.org for more information.

Pictured from Left to Right:
Emanuela Concordia, Ivona Vasquez, Alexis Massa, Carrie-Ann Bruno, Alessandra Norman, Matt Dulley, 

Nina Laluz-Rivera, Belgys Felix, Joseph Ortega, Ricardo Laluz-Rivera, Jeffrey Tierney, Travis Verbil, 
Michelle Ricciardi, Caroline Baclawski, Geraldine Byron, Brittany Neiss, Richard Cantoral, Michelle Meditz

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. 
The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 1000 students. The faculty numbers 45.
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13-46  127TH STREET, COLLEGE POINT 917.563.5352

The evening 
includes a fi xed 
Menu Dinner Party 
w/live Music, Party 
Favors & dancing

Lunch served  12-4pm, 
Tue-Sat, 12-3pm sun, 

Dinner  served 5-10pm
 Tue, Wed, Thur 5-11pm
 Fri & Sat, 4-10pm sun. 

Happy Hour 4-7pm 
Tue-Fri. Friday & 

Saturday Nights Live 
Entertainment

Call Now For Holiday and Christmas Parties. We are open on Christmas Eve and are serving dinner on New Year’s Eve from 4PM -7:30PM

              Come Celebrate with

Prefi xed Lunch 
Special Tuesday 
through Friday 

$16.95 PP
Salad, Choice of Filet

of Sole Oreganata,
Chicken Francese or
6 oz. Filet Mignon.

Sides Included.
Coffee and Dessert

Tuesday Night 
Dinner Special

19.95 PP
Salad, Glass of Wine,

1 1/4 lb. Whole Lobster,
Mussels or Clams.

Sides Included.
Coffee and Dessert

Must Call for Reservation.

Wednesday Night’s 
are Ladies Night
1/2 Priced Drinks 

and $1 House shots.
Wings at the bar.

Bartender’s Choice for 
Martini Specials.

DJ plays music from 8-12AM

$100 Prefi xed 

Meal w/ 

Open bar 10-2
$50 Open bar 10-1 in Bar area only

New Year’s Eve
 Is right around the corner the party starts at 10pm 

Make your reservations now!

13-46  127TH STREET, COLLEGE POINT • 917.563.5352
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND PRICING CONTACT BABY RAYS

NEW YEARS EVE 
MENU

1st Course: House Salad 
2nd Course: Homemade Manicotti

3rd Course: Hot Antipasto
4th Course: Choice between

Surf n Turf, Sirloin Steak, Stuffed Chicken 
Veal Oscar and Salmon Includes 

Vegetables and Potato

OPEN BAR FROM 10-2
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and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Style for your windows, savings 
for you. Hunter Douglas window 
fashions are always a smart choice 
for creating inviting, attractive spaces. 
Now through December 12, 2011, 
mail-in rebates let you enjoy select 
styles at a savings of $25 to $300 
per unit.* Purchase and install their 
energy-efficient Duette® Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades before the end 
of this year, and you may qualify for 
a federal tax credit of up to $500.** 
Ask us for details. 
Clockwise from top left: Silhouette® Window Shadings, 
Luminette® Privacy Sheers, Duette® Architella® Honeycomb 
Shades, Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made 9/13/11 – 12/12/11. Rebate offers may not be combined; there is a limit of one rebate per qualifying unit. For each qualifying unit purchased, the higher applicable rebate amount 

will apply. Other limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. **For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a 

salesperson or visit hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. The tax credit for 2011 is subject to a limitation based in part on the amount of Section 25C credits taken in prior years. It is 

recommended that you consult your tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation and your ability to claim this tax credit. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE
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Holiday Displays Twinkle Around Queens
(Clockwise from top) Decorations are set up in a driveway on 28th Street near Ditmars Boulevard in Astoria; a snowman sits on a 
balcony at 103rd Avenue and 133rd Street in Richmond Hill; a Nativity scene is placed at 160th Street and 91st Avenue in Howard 
Beach; bushes are covered with lights at Springfield Boulevard and Merrick Boulevard in Queens Village; a lawn is filled with holi-
day decorations on 122nd Street in South Ozone Park; a polar bear peers at visitors to 214th Street and 56th Avenue in Bayside; 
and tiny Santas sit between penguins at Albert Road and Whitelaw Street in Ozone Park. Photos by Christina Santucci
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FREE DELIVERY
 $15 MINIMUM ORDER

Pick up and full 
Delivery Service

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

GRAND OPENING

CATERERS UNDER
NEW OWNERSHIP

718-352-0298

CATERING SAVINGS!

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT!

5% OFF 
All half trays

10% OFF 
All full trays

$3 OFF
Any order 
over $20

$6 OFF 
Any order 
over $40

GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG

N TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

Happy 
Holidays

to all

©2011 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC
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PEOPLE

Turner pushes guv to cut Cross Bay Bridge toll
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner 
(R-Middle Village) remind-
ed Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
of his Queens roots after 
writing the governor in an 
effort to end the toll on the 
Cross Bay Bridge.

Then-Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani instituted a re-
bate program in 1997 for 
Broad Channel and Rock-
away residents who used 
the Cross Bay Bridge that 
gave residents a $2.26 re-
bate on their E-ZPass state-
ments each time they made 
a round trip.

But in July 2010, citing 
budget woes, the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity partially rescinded the 
rebate, only reimbursing 
residents after they made 
one round trip in a day.

“Quite simply, the toll 
is a discriminatory fee 

against Queens’ residents,” 
Turner wrote to Cuomo. “It 
forces them to pay a toll to 
travel from one part of the 
borough to another. It is a 
dubious and expensive dis-
tinction that my constitu-
ents who commute to New 
York City, who visit friends 
and family in Queens, and 
who travel throughout the 

area have to pay this toll.”
Turner referred to 

Cuomo’s roots to the bor-
ough — he grew up in Hol-
lis — in the letter.

“You and I were raised 
in Queens. We understand 
and appreciate the area’s 
wonderful cultural and 
geographical diversity, par-
ticularly along the coastal 

areas in the Rockways,” 
Turner wrote. “I am sure 
that you would agree that 
this geographical diversity 
should not come at an un-
fair cost to the residents of 
the borough.

“I ask you to make this 
a top priority on your agen-
da for relieving the econom-
ic burden on the citizens of 

my district,” Turner said. 
“I look forward to working 
with you and other elected 
officials as we try to end 
the toll.”

The congressman’s let-
ter comes three weeks after 
state Assemblyman Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Ozone Park) 
appealed to MTA Executive 
Director Joseph Lhota to 

get rid of the toll.
The toll was imple-

mented to pay for construc-
tion of the bridge, which 
has long been paid off.

Reach reporter How-
ard Koplowitz by e-mail at 
hkoplowitz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4573. 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A group of elected of-
ficials and transportation 
executives have proclaimed 
the first six months of a 
trial project providing East 
River ferry service to Long 
Island City, Brooklyn and 
Lower Manhattan a suc-
cess — far exceeding expec-
tations.

“The fact that East 
River ferry ridership is 
shattering projections in 
only six months is proof 
that consumers and tour-
ists alike are discovering 
both the beauty and conve-
nience of traveling borough 
to borough on the East 
River by ferry,” said City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan).

Borough President 
Helen Marshall said “our 
rivers and ferries provide 
an attractive alternative for 
commuting that helps com-

munities like Long Island 
City and others to grow.”

“Easy Access, afford-
ability and reliability are 
keys to successful ferries 
and subsidies help keep 
fares down. I applaud the 
operation of this ferry 
since service began in June 
and look forward to its con-
tinued success,” Marshall 
continued.

The officials, as well 
as Paul Goodman, CEO of 
Billybey Ferry Co., which 
runs the East River ferries 
for NY Waterway, congre-
gated last Thursday at Pier 
11 in Lower Manhattan to 
observe the six-month mile-
stone of the service with a 
day of free service on the 
ferry routes.

Officials said nearly 
500,000 passengers had rid-
den the ferries in the first 
six months, far more than 
had been projected.

“The ferry has served 

as a vehicle to link togeth-
er the communities along 
the city’s waterfront,” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said. “The success of the 
ferry service to date de-
notes that when provided 
a variety of transportation 
options, New Yorkers avail 
themselves of such oppor-
tunities in great numbers.”

Councilman James 
Vacca (D-Bronx), chair-
man of the Council Trans-
portation Committee, said, 
“I think people often for-
get that New York is a city 
of islands. I look forward 
to working with Speaker 
Quinn and Economic De-
velopment Commission 
President Seth Pinsky on 
the next phase of the pro-
gram.”

The ferry service was 
launched June 13 as part of 
a three-year pilot program 
to provide year-round fer-

ry service from East 34th 
Street and Pier 11 in Man-
hattan to Long Island City, 
Queens; Greenpoint, North 
Williamsburg, South Wil-
liamsburg and DUMBO 
in Brooklyn; and, season-
ally, to Atlantic Avenue in 
Brooklyn and Governors 
Island.

The service costs $4 
for a one-way ticket, $12 for 
an unlimited, all-day pass 
and $140 for an unlimited 
monthly pass. Ferries ac-
cept bicycles onboard for 
an additional dollar. Ticket 
machines are available 
at all commuter locations 
along with staffed ticket 
agents at some stops.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner wants Gov. Andrew Cuomo to eliminate the toll on the Cross Bay Bridge. Photo by Christina Santucci

East River ferry service to Queens
deemed success after six-month test him after the discov-

ery. “I got really scared 
then. There were a lot of 
similarities .… But the next 
day they caught the real 
killer. So I didn’t save hu-
manity that time.”

To Samas, handwrit-
ing reveals the innermost 
qualities of a person, in-
cluding his or her individu-
ality.

“Handwriting is like 
fingerprints: No one can 
imitate your handwriting,” 
he said. “Whether your 
mouth, your foot or your 
hand, your writing will 
reveal the same character-
istics.”

The slightest loop in a 
“y” or slant of a t-bar can 
expose even the most cun-
ning of forgers.

Samas was once asked 
by the National Enquirer 
to compare the signatures 

of crooner Frank Sinatra. 
Though many of the same 
nuances remained from Ol’ 
Blue Eyes’ 1940 autograph 
to his others in 1951, 1965 
and 1982, some changes in 
horizontal slant revealed 
his demeanor had remark-
ably transformed.

“Sinatra’s handwrit-
ing reveals he was more 
domineering, close-minded 
and secretive when he was 
young,” Samas told the 
Enquirer. “But now that 
he has matured, he’s more 
honest, open-minded and 
talkative.”

Handwriting, however, 
can also act as a self-fulfill-
ing prophecy, Samas said. If 
a person consciously works 
at changing the way let-
ters are written, he said, it 
may command the writer’s 
personality — making the 
case for keeping “i’s” neatly 
dotted and t-bars high and 
strong.

Continued from Page 9

Handwriting

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Primp My Paws Pet Salon
OFFERS

61-23 Fresh Pond Road, Middle Village

718-497-PAWS(7297)
www.primpmypaws.com

FREE 
Teeth

 Treatment with 
full Grooming or 

Bath Service

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE  

(Entrance on 62nd Ave, OFF Fresh Pond Road)
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THE BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON AT RUSSO’S ON THE BAY

QUEENS COUNTY REPUBLICAN HOLIDAY RECEPTION AT RICCARDO’S

GARY ACKERMAN’S KINGS POINT PARTY

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S HOLIDAY PARTY AT FORT TOTTEN

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

Master of ceremonies 
Maurice Du Bois

Ed Cox, Frank Padavan, Bob Bishop and Herb Stupp

Congressman Gary Ackerman

The three honorees: Dominick Brucco-
leri, Helen McDaniel and Mark Boccia

Bishop Nicholas Di Marzio

Bob Beltrani, Dan Halloran, Ed Cox and Vinny Tabone

Ilan Grapel and parents Irene and Daniel

Carol Marian and former Senator Frank 
Padavan

Maurice Du Bois, Monsignor Jamie Gigantiello, Joseph Ferrara, 
Bishop Nicholas Di Marzio, Clarissa Elgarten and Martin Cuttingham

Phil and Nelly Ragusa

Gene Kelty, Bary Grodenchick and Santa 
Frank Skala

Cheryl Cummings and Mimi Burnham

Joe Mattone Sr. his wife Mary Ann, 
luncheon co-chair, and a friend

Keynote speaker Rich Lowry

Chet Szarejko, Margie and Frank Milewski

Alexandria Dunne and her son, Jonah 
Torreano

65 7 8Jim and Maura Wrynn Gary and Ed Braunstein Steve Behar, Terri Thompson and Mike 
Schenkler

Rochalle and Corey Bearak

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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MYRTLE AVE
HOLIDAY SAVINGS

EVERY DAY of the WEEK on MYRTLE AVENUE
Shop Myrtle Avenue (between Wyckoff Ave., & Fresh Pond Rd.)

& Enjoy Our Holiday Lights & Music Throughout December

Many stores
will be open late

during the
holiday season.
Check individual 
stores for hours

Visit the

Ridgewood

Website

www.Ridgewood-NY.com
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Seasons greetings &
Best Wishes for the New Year

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 2012!

Spring Street Festival

Coming July – October
The Youthmarket Farm Market is BACK!

EVERY SATURDAY
At Ridgewood Memorial Triangle

Myrtle & Cypress Avenues

Fall Street Festival

Sidewalk Sales

Mother’s Day Sale -  May 10-13
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BY JOE ANUTA

Google one of Flush-
ing’s newest restaurateurs, 
and this longing post from 
February appears in the 
results: “Chef Laura Lam 
— anyone know where she 
is these days?”

In the 1990s and 2000s, 
Lam accrued a dedicated 
fan base as the darling 
of Vietnamese cuisine in 
Manhattan. Her critically 
acclaimed eatery Monsoon 
— whose reviews in the 
Daily News and New York 
Times were so flattering 
they could have been writ-
ten in saliva — was packed 
to the brim on weekends.

But Lam, a Vietnam-
ese native who moved to 
New York in the late ’70s 
after fleeing her country, 
decided to retire and closed 
up shop last year.

But she could not stay 
away for long.

Her daughter con-
vinced her to open Lan 

Kwai Fong, a self-pro-
claimed Asian café, at 135-
23 40th Road in downtown 
Flushing.

“Maybe all my old cus-
tomers will come looking,” 
she said with a laugh.

Lam graduated from a 
prestigious culinary school 
in Vietnam and even taught 
cooking classes there. But 
after the Vietnam War, 
she was forced to give up 
her life and flee the coun-
try with her husband and 
young daughter.

They eventually end-
ed up in New York, where 
Lam was turned down for 
job after job in Chinatown 
kitchens.

But after she took an-
other cooking course and 
got a big break as the as-
sistant chef in Manhattan’s 
tony Rainbow Room, she 
started impressing curious 
pallets with a menu of her 
own in a tiny place called, 
fittingly, Laura’s Kitchen.

Lam made her name 

with Vietnamese food, 
sometimes with a French 
influence, but Lan Kwai 
Fong is much more than a 
two-country combo.

Lam often spends her 
free time traveling around 
the world learning new 
cooking techniques and 
urges her chefs to eat out in 
order to get new ideas.

And that hunger for 
knowledge is reflected in 
the menu.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Laura Lam has opened her latest Vietnamese restaurant, Lan Kwai 
Fong, at 135-23 40th Road in Flushing. Photo by Joe Anuta

Holiday Networking Party — 
Serving homemade food and 
cake and wine.
When: Dec. 22, 5:30 pm
Where: Old Vienna Cafe, 108-22 
Queens Blvd., Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-6565

Powerful You! Women’s 
Network —  A new Queens 
chapter of the national 
organization that empowers 
and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual 
lives.
When: Third Tuesday each 
month, noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers 
$40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 
Douglaston Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, 
gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.net, 
(718) 217-0009

Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  
Led by Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 
35-01 Bell Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer 
at HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 
423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 
Titans) Weekly Meeting —  BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that 
allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or 
specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to 
further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact 
chapter president Martin Koos 
to arrange a visit.

When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf 
Course, 202-12 Willets Point 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 
488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals 
Chapter —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only 
one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to 
join a chapter. BNI Provides 
positive, supportive and 
structured environment to 
further business through 
word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union 
Tnpk., Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 
276-8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.
com

Flushing chef brings excellent track record
Laura Lam’s Lan Kwai Fong opens on bustling 40th Road with dishes inspired by East Asian cuisine

You will find dishes in-
spired by Hong Kong, Tai-
wan, Thailand and Macao, 
like the fried pork cutlet 

sandwich.
To accommodate some 

of her herbivorous friends, 
Lam cooked up a string 
bean salad with the veggie 
version of bacon: thinly 
sliced fresh mushrooms 
roasted until slightly crispy 
and extremely savory.

Of course, there is 
plenty of Vietnamese food 
as well with traditional 
meals like Pho, a fortifying 
and slightly spicy beef noo-
dle soup, or spring rolls.

Since her restaurant is 
just starting out, she offers 
a tasting menu to sample 
some of her creations and 
will be expanding the offer-
ings in the near future.

The results will prob-
ably please the pallets of 
Lam’s future fans, but ac-
cording to the recently 
unretired chef, there is no 
secret to making delicious 
dishes.

“You need fresh, good 
ingredients,” she said, add-
ing that a chef cannot take 
shortcuts.

But behind it all is the 
belief that food brings peo-
ple together and is a force 
for good in the world.

“Good food should be 
shared, and can bring hap-
piness to everybody,” she 
said.

Lan Kwai Fong is open 
for lunch and dinner.

 

NEWS from 

CHRIST THE KING REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue 
Middle Village, New York 11379 
(718) 366-7400   
Web Site: www.ctkrhs.org    

About Christ the King Regional High School
Christ the King Regional High School is a private, co-educational Catholic High School with a 4-year college preparatory 
curriculum. Located in Middle Village, Queens, Christ the King Regional High School draws students from all areas. 
The school is accredited by The Board of Regents of the State of New York and the Middle States Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools. Christ the King’s current enrollment is approximately 1000 students. The faculty numbers 45.

Author shares Queens History with 
Christ the King Regional High School Students

Middle Village, NY - Christ the King Regional High School students received a glimpse into the past with 
author/historian Jason D. Antos. Projecting images from his book Queens: Then & Now (Arcadia Publishing), 
Mr. Antos captivated Mr. Salerni’s U.S. History class (and school Principal Peter J. Mannarino) with a journey of 
Queens from its founding through the present. Students saw images of Queens with trolleys, barns and landmark 
buildings. Students Maria Paglinawan said, “It made all of us who live in Queens feel extra proud. Besides being 
the home of the Mets, it was also the site of two World’s Fairs and is home to the only working farm in the city.”

Pictured from Left to Right:
Carly Eldred, Emily MacNeil, Desirae Luciano, School Principal - Peter J. Mannarino, Angelica Rakowicz, Joshua 
Senford, Llazi Ambo, Stephanie Capranzano, Maynard Grant, Author Jason D. Antos, US History teacher - Paul Salerni

More information is available www.ctkny.org - Find Christ the King on Facebook at facebook.com/CTKNY
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All I want for Christmas…
is a good job for my Dad.

Good Jobs Keep New York City Strong
To find out what you can do to bring good jobs to JFK International Airport visit: www.goodjobsJFK.org 

This holiday season, Jasmine’s father Jean, along with thousands of other New York area airport workers 
will be working around the clock to deliver you to your families and friends.

As a Skycap at Newark Liberty International Airport, Jean expedites curbside baggage check-in and makes sure
your bags follow you to your destination.  Yet, most of the contractors hired by airlines, like the one Jean works for,

pay their employees less than $20,000 a year—below the federal poverty threshold for a family of four.

Despite having a full-time job, Jean cannot afford healthcare for himself or 
his children, Alexander, Jashawn  and Jasmine.

Paid for by 32BJ SEIU
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Continued from Page 4

Human rights
of,” he said.

Councilman Barron 
(D-Brooklyn), who praised 
the late Libyan leader 
Moammar Gadhafi, earned 
an “A” on the report card.

Council members 
James Sanders (D-Laurel-
ton) and Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst) both 
received a “B-” and Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm 

(D-Jackson Heights) got a 
grade of “B.”

Receiving a grade of 
“C” were Council members 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills), Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village), Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
and Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans).

Councilmen Peter Koo 
(R-Flushing), Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) and Mark 

Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) each scored slightly 
lower: a “C-.”

Councilman James 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) got a “D+” and Coun-
cilman Ruben Wills (D-Ja-
maica), who took office last 
November, did not receive a 
grade.

While the report as-
signed each Council mem-
ber a grade, its primary 
criticism was of the politi-
cal power of the speaker 
and the Council’s failure to 

challenge that power.
Of the 72 bills intro-

duced, only eight were 
brought to a vote, and the 
report implied this was 
because Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) did not support 
them.

Quinn’s office did not 
respond to a request for 
comment.

The report cited two 
rules that allow the Coun-
cil to advance the process 
of legislation that does not 

have the speaker’s support.
“There are no clear 

reasons for the Council’s 
reticence in taking advan-
tage of these two rules. 
However, based [on] re-
ports that the speaker read-
ily wields political power 
internally, and on conver-
sations with advocates, we 
speculate that failure to do 
so is linked with the desire 
of most Council members 
to maintain a relatively 
friendly relationship with 
the speaker,” the report 

read.
“However, given its 

impact on human rights 
in New York City, business 
as usual is not sufficient to 
protect our human rights. 
Council members should 
act — individually and as 
a collective — to challenge 
the status quo even in the 
face of political reprisals,” 
it continued.

Continued from Page 4

Van Bramer
concerns often do not fac-
tor into the decision, Van 
Bramer said. 

Intro 679 to 681 would 
expand the BSA to include 
appointees from the city 
public advocate, each bor-
ough president and each 
community board; create 
a formal complaint pro-
cedure for community 

members; and require the 
mayor’s appointees to be 
approved by the Council.

State Assemblyman 
Michael DenDekker (D-
Jackson Heights), Commu-
nity Board 2 Chairman Jo-
seph Conley, CB 1 District 
Manager Lucille Hartmann 
and numerous civic leaders 
joined Van Bramer for his 
announcement Dec. 14 at a 
site at 64-01 Woodside Ave. 

in Woodside.
Van Bramer said the 

developer of the site has 
filed to create an eight-sto-
ry building with 27 apart-
ments, although the new 
Sunnyside-Woodside rezon-
ing only allows for five sto-
ries and 17 apartments. The 
building will sit on a block 
with residential houses 
and some small businesses 
across the street.

“You have to ensure 
the quality of life in the 

neighborhood,” said Rose 
Daraio, president of the 
Communities of Maspeth 
and Elmhurst Together, 
“and you have to build in 
the context of the neighbor-
hood.”

A number for the own-
ers of the property, listed 
on the city Department of 
Buildings’ website as 64-01 
Woodside Realty, was dis-
connected.

Van Bramer’s pro-
posals are similar to two 

pieces of legislation Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) introduced in 
August.

Halloran’s bills would 
require the community 
board and the borough 
president to have advisory 
input into a BSA decision, 
have the BSA notify prop-
erty owners when they 
need to apply for new vari-
ances and make the BSA 
levy fines if owners operate 
without a variance for six 

months.
Halloran said he was 

worried that Van Bramer’s 
idea to have the Council ap-
point BSA members would 
violate the separation of 
powers between the city’s 
executive and legislative 
branches, but hoped the 
best part of the six bills 
could be merged in commit-
tee meetings.

“I think Jimmy’s got 
some great ideas,” he said.

Continued from Page 5

Obesity
Despite the decrease 

in obesity in the schools, 
the rates are still higher 
among minorities, accord-
ing to the CDC study. The 
city health commissioner 
said his office will continue 
to help the city’s inner-city 
youth adopt healthier hab-
its through other school 
programs, advertising and 
other initiatives.

“While we believe we 
are on the right track, we 

have much more work to 
do to further reduce obe-
sity rates of children and 
adults,” Commissioner 
Thomas A. Farley said in a 
statement.

IS 59’s Carleton Gordon 
said he will also continue to 
do his part. When Cohen’s 
and Kohl’s approached 
him to do the skit, he im-
mediately signed on to the 
project because he always 
wanted to promote healthy 
living and community ser-
vice.

“They’re not getting 
anything for this,” he said 
of the students who partici-
pated in the play. “They are 
not doing this for a grade. 
They are doing this to help 
benefit society.”

McGeachy said the 
grant will go a long way and 
the hospital would be part-
nering with other schools 
and corporations to tackle 
obesity among youth.

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 5

Stars
I can’t believe it!” Madison 
recalled.

Since October, the girls 
have taken off from school 
while they rehearse and 
perform in the show. Erica 
said she  will be a part of 70 
out of the 210  performances 
of the show between No-
vember and next month 
and Madison said she is in 
12 shows a week.

During their time at 
Radio City, both have tu-
tors who help them with 
their studies and their 
fourth-grade teachers send 
them class assignments ev-
ery day so they will not lag 

behind once the show ends.
“It’s not too hard — I 

miss school, but I am hav-
ing so much fun at Radio 
City,” Erica said of her 
course work.

The show’s larger-
than-life story has kept 
the girls on their toes over 
the last two months. In 
the show, Kayla and her 
mother embark on a long 
adventure and ultimately 
get to meet Santa Claus at 
the North Pole.

“Santa Claus wants 
Kayla and her mother, Nata-
lie, to know that Christmas 
isn’t just about presents but 
about spending time togeth-
er and experiencing the joy 
of Christmas,” Erica said.

This year, the show 

added a new element that 
capitalizes on the 3D craze 
that has been hitting mov-
ies and video games recent-
ly. Although the girls said 
they have not been trained 
to be the next Wonder Wom-
an, they were able to show 
off their action skills.

“I get to battle the 
Humbugs and gingerbread 
men and this giant snow 
monster with the Rock-
ettes. It’s so much fun,” 
Madison said.

Both girls said they 
will miss the cast and crew 
once the final curtain comes 
down next week, but they 
said they would be happy to 
return to their classrooms 
and share their adventures 
with their friends.

Continued from Page 5
College Pt.

Paskar is worried that 
birds will be attracted to 
the garbage and present a 
risk for planes departing 
and landing.

In January 2009, Can-
ada geese were blamed for 
bringing down US Airways 
Flight 1549 on the Hudson 
River in what was dubbed 
the “Miracle on the Hud-
son,” since all 155 passen-

gers lived.
But the city has long 

maintained that the facility 
will not increase the bird 
population.

Nevertheless, Paskar 
hopes the issue will be re-
examined now.

U.S. Reps. Gary Ack-
erman (D-Bayside) and Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Woodside) 
had sent a letter to the 

FAA in August urging the 
administration to take a 
second look at bird strikes 
and the fact that the College 
Point facility was given the 
go-ahead.

But in a Nov. 18 re-
sponse, Babbit reiterated 
that the FAA already rec-
ommended some modifica-
tions to the station, though 
beyond that could not 
comment on the situation, 
since the transfer station 
is the subject of a lawsuit, 

which was filed by Paskar’s 
group.

Ackerman conceded 
that Babbit might not have 
been able to comment, but 
he took issue with the for-
mer FAA head’s position 
that the facility lies a safe 
distance from the runway.

Ackerman, along with 
Paskar,  said that Delta Air-
lines’ announcement Fri-
day of its plans for exactly 
how it will increase service 
at LaGuardia.

The airline said it will 
be adding an additional 
100 new flights and 29 new 
destinations, according to 
Delta.

In addition, the group 
is planning a $100 million 
addition to its terminal at 
LaGuardia, all of which 
could increase plane traffic 
at the airport, according to 
Paskar.

“It certainly has an 
impact on the Delta expan-
sion,” he said.

Over the summer, the 
group issued a report about 
the lack of a Low-Visibility 
Precision Instrument Ap-
proach, which is used to 
guide planes down to the 
tarmac in inclement weath-
er or fog, on Runway 31.

Since planes cannot 
use that runway when vis-
ibility is low, it costs the 
facility time and money, 
which could be exacerbated 
by the Delta expansion, 
Paskar said.

www.TimesLedger.com
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WESports

BY ZACH BRAZILLER, MARC 
RAIMONDI AND JOSEPH 

STASZEWSKI

For the first time in 
a long time, three Queens 
teams made the PSAL City 
Championship division 
playoffs.

Campus Magnet ad-
vanced to the quarterfi-
nals and both Flushing and 
John Adams fell in the first 
round. But it was a good 
showing for the borough. 
August Martin made the 
Bowl division finals, Bay-
side also reached the Bowl 
playoffs and Cardozo de-
buted as a varsity program 
in the Cup.

In the CHSFL, Holy 
Cross started out as a chic 
pick to make a deep run in 
the playoffs, but ended up 
struggling down the stretch 
as injuries mounted. St. 
Francis Prep fell in the ‘A’ 
final.

All-Queens football 

Player of the Year: An-

drew King, Flushing

One of the best players 
in the city college coaches 
are not aware of, King did 
it all this fall for Flushing. 
He ran for 963 yards and 10 

touchdowns and was argu-
ably the team’s top defen-
sive player at outside line-
backer.

Yet still the 6-foot, 
215-pound senior has no Di-
vision I scholarship offers 
of any kind, though there 
are College Football Sud-
vision programs sniffing 
around.

A humble, hard work-
er, King was as responsible 
as anyone for Flushing get-
ting back to the PSAL City 
Championship division 
playoffs. The best example 
was a 29-16 victory over Ca-
narsie when he ran for 113 
yards and scored a pair of 
defensive touchdowns.

All-Queens football 

Coach of the Year: Gerry 

Weitzen, John Adams

The coach was criti-
cized when he said before 
Week 3 that his team would 
lose to Tottenville 50-7 — 
but he was almost right. 
Adams actually lost 49-6.

That wasn’t all the 
longtime coach did cor-
rectly this year. He guided 
the Spartans to the playoffs 
in their first year up at the 
PSAL City Championship 

Storm ends skid, loses star
Nurideen Lindsey quits team, St. John’s responds with victory

Flushing’s King 
gets pigskin crown

Flushing’s Andrew King is the New York Post’s all-Queens football 
Player of the Year. Photo by William Thomas

BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

So far this year, noth-
ing has come easy for St. 
John’s men’s basketball 
team.

That would include 
the Red Storm’s 56-50 
win against Fordham at 
the Madison Square Gar-
den Holiday Festival that 
snapped a three-game los-
ing streak.

On Dec. 8, it was an-
nounced that sophomore 
guard Nurideen Lindsey 
would transfer from St. 
John’s after playing just 
one semester, leaving the 
Storm with only six play-
ers who have played sub-
stantial minutes for their 
contest against the Rams. 
It didn’t help that junior 
Malik Stith sat out the first 
half of the game for a minor 
violation of team rules.

The team came to-
gether, however, and ral-
lied around assistant 
Coach Mike Dunlap, who 
has stepped up in the last 
five games to replace Steve 
Lavin while he continues to 
recover from Oct. 6 surgery 
to treat prostate cancer.

With all the setbacks, 
Dunlap has been happy 
with the team’s progress.

“We’re moving for-
ward, the intensity of 
practice has been at a high 
level, communication is up, 
they’re maturing nicely,” 
said Dunlap.

That progress was 
tough to spot early on in 
their matchup with Ford-
ham until they erupted for 
an 11-0 run to end the first 
half and take a nine-point 
lead. The Storm would ex-
tend that lead to 16 in the 
second half.

With the unexpected 
transfer of Lindsey, every 
player has had to step up 
— perhaps no one more so 
than freshman Phil Greene, 
who has taken the reins of 
the point guard position. 
He has adapted well to the 
change by stepping up his 
communication with team-

mates and distributing the 
ball.

After the game, 
D’Angelo Harrison spoke 
about how Greene has al-
ready started taking on 
that leadership role.

“Right before he shot 
free throws, he was like, 
‘Even if I miss, these we’re 

going to get a stop, because 
everybody is together,’” 
said Harrison.

Harrison was talking 
about the two free throws 
that Greene took with 26 
seconds left in the game. 
One of the two was made 
to give the Storm a four-

St. John’s Phil Greene shoots over Fordham’s Devon McMilan during the second half of the matchup at 
Madison Square Garden. AP Photo/Henny Ray Abrams

Continued on Page 46 Continued on Page 46
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Mary Louis can take a 
collective deep breath.

“It was just like a load 
off their shoulders,” TMLA 
Coach Joe Lewinger said. 
“When we went in [the 
locker room], it was almost 
like a unique situation.”

It had been a while 
since Mary Louis got to 
enjoy a good vibe after a 
game. The Hilltoppers’ lone 
win came in Georgia at the 
Big Apple vs. Big Peach 
Battle in late November 
and was followed by a four-
game losing streak. They 
got a much-needed 50-41 
win over PSAL power Mur-
ry Bergtraum in the Fran-
cis Lewis Winter Ball Dec. 
11. Jasmine Nwajei scored 
a game-high 21 points, in-
cluding nine in the third 

quarter.
“I feel like we got our 

groove back,” Nwajei said.
Lewinger said the 

game against the Lady 
Blazers (4-4) was similar 
in many ways to his team’s 
losses to athletic, pressing 
teams like Bishop Lough-
lin, Nazareth and Bishop 
Ford. He just felt they were 
more composed and just 
played better than on those 
days.

TMLA (2-4) shot a bet-
ter percentage from the free 
throw line (9-of-14) and got 
contributions in the paint. 
Elisabeth Gully scored sev-
en of her eight points in the 
first quarter, Kate Goldman 
chipped in six, including a 
big hoop early in the fourth 
and Reana Mohamed had 
seven.

“Losing all that was 

such a learning experi-
ence,” Gully said. “We were 
just finally like we don’t 
want to lose any more.”

Mary Louis opened up 

the game in the third quar-
ter behind Nwajei. The star 
junior scored six points 
during an 8-0 run to start 
the frame to put TMLA up 

31-19 with 5:00 left. Berg-
traum’s Shequana Har-
ris, who is headed to UNC 
Charlotte next season, did 
her best to pull her team 
back by scoring 11 of her 
12 points in the third quar-
ter. The Lady Blazers were 
within 33-28 late in the pe-
riod, but Nwajei answered 
with a three-pointer. Asha-
nae McLaughlin added 
12 points and Kimberly 
Viafara had seven for Berg-
traum.

“We just have to find a 
rhythm,” Nwajei said.

Bergtraum was unable 
to disrupt the Hilltoppers’ 
flow for any extended peri-
od of time with its signature 
pressure, something Coach 
Ed Grezinsky credited to 
having steady ball han-
dlers in Nwajei, Mohamed 
and Mei-Lyn Bautista. His 

team on the other hand, 
he believed, forced shots at 
times on offense.

“When you hold a team 
to 50 points, you are sup-
posed to win the game,” he 
said. “We have to do better 
offensively than we did.”

The Mary Louis effort 
was certainly improved. 
Gully said the team has 
tried to stay upbeat the 
last few weeks and be-
lieves the efforts not to let 
it overwhelm them paid off 
against Bergtraum. Unlike 
against Bishop Loughlin, 
TMLA didn’t let a lead get 
away and they hope it’s the 
start of a new trend.

“I just think we didn’t 
let it happen this time,” 
Gully said. “It really got us 
to thinking if we can do it 
now we can keep doing it.”

Campus Magnet coach notches 700th victory
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Like he has for most of his 
career, Charles Granby was more 
concerned about others on a day 
that was supposed to be all about 
him.

The legendary Campus Mag-
net basketball coach spent the ma-
jority of pregame warm-ups wor-
ried about getting spectators into 
the game, because of a restrictive 
policy at Forest Hills, than his 
possible milestone win.

“I think it’s a front,” senior 
forward Samuel Durodola said. 
“He acts like he doesn’t care about 
it, but I know he does. Before the 
game he was worried about the 
spectators coming in, parents 
coming to watch the game, when 
he is supposed to be worried about 
the 700 wins.”

The fans were eventually 
allowed into the game. State As-
semblywoman Barbara Clark, 
whose district includes Campus 
Magnet, planned on watching the 
contest and called a high-ranking 
city Department of Education of-
ficial from Forest Hills lobby to 
complain. The same thing hap-
pened at Campus Magnet early 
this week. She was one of many 
special guests for Granby. His 
daughter Robyn Granby-Poole in-
vited his brother, his nephew and 
his great-niece to his surprise.

“When they walked in I said, 
‘This is wow,’” Granby said.

They got to watch Campus 
Magnet fend off a game For-
est Hills team 67-59 in a PSAL 
Queens AA boys’ basketball game 
last Thursday. The win pushed 
the 77-year-old Granby’s all-time 
record to 700-198 in his 43rd year 
on the bench. He is the PSAL’s all-
time leader in wins and is third 
in the state behind former East 
Hampton Coach Ed Petrie (754). 
His daughter, flashing a sign 

reading 700, gave her father a big 
hug after the game.

“As far as basketball is con-
cerned, it ranks right up there 
with the city title,” said Granby, 
dressed in a green running suit.

The longtime mentor has 
still found a way to connect with 
players. He’s always stressed the 
importance of going to college 
and even has a famous “ugly life” 
speech to illustrate to the kids 
what would happen if they don’t. 
Durodola didn’t know much about 

Granby when he moved from 
Brooklyn to Queens and attended 
Campus Magnet (8-2). Now, he 
said, he’s greatly influenced his 
life.

“He knows what we are go-
ing through,” he said. “He knows 
how we feel about certain things. 
He helps us. He knows the feeling 
about being young. He still wants 
to be a teenager. Him having a 
teenage state of mind helps us out 
a lot.”

The energized crowd at For-
est Hills gave the ultra-athletic 
Durdola all the motivation he 
needed. He dominated the glass 
in the fourth quarter and scored 
10 of his 17 points in the frame, 
including a putback with 3:37 re-
maining to put his team up 61-55. 
Tarik Raynor scored 15 points 
and Greguan Carter added 13.

“I was fortunate to be in a 
situation where I had players and 
knew a little something about the 
game,” Granby said.

One of those is New York City 
legend Greg “Boo” Harvey, who 
is now Granby’s assistant. The 
Bulldogs lost just seven games 
during his four seasons there and 
are off to a 5-1 start in league play 
this year, including a home win 
against rival Cardozo.

Raynor and Nohan Vickers 
shot Campus Magnet back in a 
frantic-paced game that Forest 

Hills (3-3) led by nine in the first 
quarter and trailed by just two 
at the half. Shamoy Allen had 19 
points for the Rangers and Arif 
Mehmetaj scored 16. Benjamin 
Batah added 10.

“He is a great coach, a leg-
end,” Harvey said. “You can’t do 
it no better. He’s still got a little 
left in the tank.”

Granby isn’t sure how much 
longer he will coach. He started in 
1969 when the school was named 
Andrew Jackson, won a city title 
in 1985 and has made 40 playoff 
appearances, including four trips 
to the final. Granby didn’t miss a 
game while battling kidney can-
cer in 1976 and prostate cancer in 
1993.

Granby-Poole, who often 
calls her father “Coach” and was 
given the title of “Coordinator of 
Coach’s Affairs,” said his faith, 
his love of the game and his fam-
ily’s support keeps him going.

“I could leave tomorrow or 
I could leave in two years,” the 
coach said. “I do not know.”

What he was certain about 
was how he would celebrate his 
milestone.

“I’m going to go home and 
take me a hot bath, get something 
to eat, say my prayers and thank 
God I’m still alive,” Granby said.

Campus Magnet Coach Charles Granby is congratulated after winning his 700th 
career game. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

TMLA’s Jasmine Nwajei scored 21 points in a win over Murry 
Bergtraum. Photo by An Rong Xu

Mary Louis gets ‘groove back’ against Bergtraum
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BY MARC RAIMONDI

Jasmine Davis had 
the ball at the free throw 
line with the clock winding 
down. Francis Lewis was 
up just two points with un-
der a minute remaining in 
the game. All of a sudden, 
Tyese Purvis cut to the bas-
ket on the baseline.

“I didn’t know whether 
to shoot it or pass it,” Davis 
said. “But I saw her right 
there under the basket and 
I just dipped it into her.”

Purvis made the layup, 
got fouled and converted 
the three-point play. The 
sequence was the perfect 
example of unselfishness 
from Francis Lewis in a 
51-46 win over Banneker 
in PSAL Class AA girls’ 
basketball Dec. 12 in Fort 
Greene.

“We shared the ball 
more,” Purvis said. “We 
looked for each other more. 
In our system, when we 
look for each other more, 
everyone is open in the 
right spots. There’s wide-
open shots.”

Her layup wasn’t nec-
essarily wide open, but she 
went up strong and put it in 
while getting hit with 23.6 
seconds left. That would be 
the last basket of the game 
for either team. Previously, 
Banneker superstar Africa 
Williams pulled her team 
within 46-44, but Jazmine 
Hamlet knocked down an 
18-foot jumper with 1:01 left 
to give Lewis (3-2, 3-1 ‘AA’) 

some breathing room.
“It’s not just about 

winning the game,” Lewis 
Coach Steve Tsai said. “We 
have to get better. This is 

a good sign. It’s nothing to 
celebrate yet, but I think 
it’s progress.”

Lewis was still smart-
ing from an embarrassing 

loss to Kellenberg (L.I.) 
in which it trailed 33-15 at 
halftime. That performance 
was a far cry from the ones 
put in by last year’s team, 
which advanced to the 
PSAL Class AA semifinals. 
The Patriots were more like 
that team against Banneker 
(4-1, 4-1 ‘AA’), which already 
owns a win against 13-time 
defending city champion 
Murry Bergtraum.

The way Lewis moved 
the ball, especially late in 
the game, was a sight to 
behold against Banneker’s 
zone. It’s not quite Pete Car-
ril’s Princeton offense, but 
the Patriots’ motion set is 
difficult to defend when 
they are unselfish.

“They were moving 

Francis Lewis senior Tyese Purvis had 21 points. Photo by Lauren Marsh

Patroits triumph in unity
Francis Lewis girls share the load to rise to the occasion

SAVE THE DATE

Aviator Sports and Recreation and 
CNG Community Newspapers will be hosting

“Cooler Bag Nite”  
at the Sunday, Jan. 15th game
Brooklyn Aviators vs. Danville

1st 500 fans will receive free cooler bag

Continued on Page 46

Memorials to
Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100
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[the ball] and we weren’t ro-
tating correctly,” Williams 
said. “They were going 
backdoor and we weren’t 
reading the defense.”

Tsai was happy with 
how things went for the 
most part on that end of the 

floor, despite many missed 
chances from 8 feet and in. 
On defense, he wasn’t as 
pleased. Williams dropped 
in 30 points and Diara 
Adger added 11 points. 
Banneker senior point 
guard Jenipher “JayAre” 
Rodriguez played through 
painful kidney stones — a 
recurring problem for her 
— in the second half.

point lead and effectively 
end Fordham’s second-half 
run.

A common trend for 
the rest of the season will 
include a substantial in-
crease in playing time for 
the St. John’s starters. 
Dunlap didn’t make a sin-
gle substitution in the first 
half and Stith saw only four 
minutes in the second. Out 
of the six-player rotation, 
four players battled for the 
entire 40 minutes.

Harrison talked about 
the physical effects after 
the game.

“Actually, I’m feeling 

pretty good. We got a W so 
my energy is at a high right 
now, so I like it,” said Har-
rison.

That attitude might 
change through the dura-
tion of Big East play, which 
will begin Tuesday against 
Providence.

But Dunlap sees it an-
other way, comparing his 
team to a “fine wine” that 
is maturing rapidly.

Freshman Moe Hark-
less, who finished with 13 
points and 16 rebounds, 
seems to be up for the chal-
lenge.

“Once you get that 
second wind, I could keep 
playing another 40 minutes 
probably,” said Harkless.

Pigskin
Continued from Page 55

Continued from Page 55

Storm

Patriots

division and mentored elec-
tric wide receiver Shane 
Hubbard. If starting run-
ning backs Devven Baker 
and Antoine Arnold were 
not ineligible late in the 
year, maybe Adams even 
wins a game in the postsea-
son — at least it would have 
gotten a better seed.

FIRST TEAM
Offense

WR Antoine Allen, 

Campus Magnet

When the ball was in 
his hands, Campus Magnet 
was in scoring position. 
Speedy and strong, Allen 
made 24 catches for 408 
yards and five touchdowns, 
leading the Bulldogs back 
to the PSAL City Champi-
onship division quarterfi-
nals.

QB/RB James Cole-

man, Christ the King

The talented and hard-
to-tackle junior took over 
at quarterback a few games 
into the year and the Royals 
played their best football of 

the season. He was third in 
the CHSFL in total offense 
with 2,108 yards to go along 
with 20 total touchdowns, 
helping to make the players 
around him better.

OL James Driver, 

Campus Magnet

One of the city’s top 
left tackles, Campus Mag-
net made a habit out of 
running behind the 6-foot-
7, 270-pound mountain of 
a man. Replacing skill-
position standouts, while 
difficult, is doable; finding 
guys like Driver is near-
impossible.

QB Yianni Gavalas, 

Holy Cross

The accurate, left-
handed senior was second 
in the CHSFL in yardage 
(1,702) and tied for sixth in 
touchdown passes (11). One 
of the top pocket passers in 
the league, Gavalas was a 
big reason for Holy Cross’ 
early success.

QB Jason Gonzalez, 

Flushing

The senior trans-
formed himself into a dual 
threat over the summer 
and saw the results this fall. 
Not just a runner anymore, 
though he did account for 
363 yards and six touch-
downs on the ground, the 
tougher-than-nails quar-
terback threw for 648 yards 
and eight touchdowns. 
His progression made it 
tougher for defenses to key 
on Flushing’s punishing 
ground game and helped 
the Queens school get back 
to the City Championship 
division playoffs.

Continued from Page 43

FOR MORE VIST 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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QUALITY PRE-OWNED CAN COST LESS!

ALTIMA 2.5S2011
NISSAN

$$17,995$17,995
*

4 Cylinder, Auto., P/W, P/L, Stk#UN2697, 10K Miles!

*Tax, tags, doc & MV fees additional. Prices include all Factory rebates & incentives. ^1.99% APR financing with credit approval on select CPO vehicles; see dealer for details. Photo for illustration purposes only.
See dealer for complete details. Subject to credit approval. Ad offers cannot be combined. Not responsible for errors or omissions. All ad Offers expire 72 hours after publication.NYSDMV7068638. NYSDCA0888893

Koeppel Always Delivers Top QualityPre-Owned Vehicles...

ALL vehicles come with 5-DAY EXCHANGE POLICY.ALL vehicles come with 6 MONTH/6,000 MILE WARRANTY.ALL vehicles come with OWNER MANUALS & 2 SETS OF KEYS.ALL vehicles come with CARFAX REPORT.

KOEPPEL HAS AN

A+RATING!

PRE-OWNEDPRE-OWNEDADVANTAGEADVANTAGEADVANTAGE
PRE-OWNED

75-10 NORTHERN BLVD.,
QUEENS, NEW YORK

877-247-1979
KoeppelAutos.com

Visit Our Truck Lot

77-15 Northern Blvd.
Queens, New York

GUARANTEED
CREDIT CENTER!

DRIVE YOUR BAD
CREDIT AWAY!
BANKRUPTCIES AND

FORECLOSURES WELCOME!

YYOOUU’’RREE  AAPPPPRROOVVEEDD!!

If you make $1500 per month
Have a valid state I.D.
Can prove income & residence…CALL OUR TOLL-FREE 

CREDIT HOTLINE 1-888-876-8364
1

2

3

2010 NISSAN 370Z TOURING
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Alloys, Spoiler, Leather. Stk#UN2366. 4K Miles!

$29,995*

2011 NISSAN ARMADA SV 4X4
Green, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780257. 18K Miles!

$31,995*

2011 NISSAN MAXIMA
Leather, Sunroof, P/W, P/L, Auto., CD Player. Stk#UN2586. 10K Miles!

$26,995*

2010 ACURA TL
Automatic, Leather, Sunroof, P/Windows, P/Locks. Stk#UN2606. 20K Miles!

$28,495*

2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA TOURING
Red, 4 Cylinder, Auto., Sunroof, P/W, P/L. Stk#UN2748. 11K Miles!

$15,695*

2010 HONDA CIVIC 
Auto., P/W, P/L, AM/FM/CD Player. Stk#UN2220. 11K Miles!

$14,995*

2004 NISSAN SENTRA
Auto., P/W, P/L, AM/FM/CD Player. Stk#UN2761. 12K Miles!

$7,995*

2009 NISSAN MURANO S
Auto., P/W, P/L, AM/FM/CD Player. Stk#780126. 35K Miles!

$19,895*

2009 MERCEDES C300 SPORT
4MATIC! P/Windows, P/Locks, Cruise, CD Player. Stk#UN2598. 26K Miles!

$28,995*

2010 HONDA CR-V
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof. Stk#UN2408. 19K Miles!

$19,995*

2010 DODGE CHARGER SXT
6 Cylinder, Auto., CD Player, P/W, P/L. Stk#780142. 30K Miles!

$16,995*

2010 NISSAN VERSA 
1.8L Engine, P/W, P/L, D/Airbags, AM/FM/CD. Stk#UN2712. 45K Miles!

$12,495*

2011 CHEVY TAHOE 4X4
8 Cylinder, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780130. 29K Miles!

$32,995*

HATCHBACK!

2009 MAZDA5 SPORT
Automatic, P/W, P/L, D/Airbags, CD Player. Stk#UN2376. 41K Miles!

$11,995*
ALLOYS!LOW

MILES!

4WD!

REARVIEW
CAMERA!CERTIFIED! 4X4!

AWD!

2010 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY LWB
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys. Stk#780112. 29K Miles!

$17,895*
LOW

MILES!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!

LIKE
NEW!4 DOOR!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!

OVER 50 CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED NISSANS TO CHOOSE FROM!

Financing
Available^
1.99%APR

AS
LOW

AS
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Join us for the holidays!

...singing songs of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s and beyond 
sounds of Elvis, Dean Martin, J. Cash, Stylistics, 

Platters, Chi-Lites and more!
Friday, December 23, 2011 

From 7:00–10:00PM

Christmas Eve Menu
Come Join us on Christmas Eve

December 24, 2011
APPETIZERS:

Sauteed Calamari with Spinach 
with spinach in a spicy marinara sauce

Tri-Color Salad 
with grilled shrimps & scallops

Seafood Salad 
mixed seafood, with/celery, roasted peppers 

and onions in a lemon, wine dressing

ENTREES:
Paella from Spain 

mixed seafood, chicken, chorizo

Surf & Turf-Rib Eye & 1 1/2 lb. Lobster 
served with vegetables & scalloped potatoes in a 

brandy crab sauce

Herb Crusted Salmon 
in a lemon, butter wine sauce served with 

scalloped potatoes and vegetables

Chicken Rollatini 
stuffed with ham, fontina cheese and spinach served with 
scalloped potatoes and vegetables in an alfredo sauce.

DESSERTS:
Snow Balls 

vanilla ice cream balls enrobed with coconut

Christmas Bells 
vanilla ice cream enrobed with white chocolate, 

drizzled with red and white chocolate

Christmas Day Menu
Come Join us on Christmas Day

December 25, 2011
APPETIZERS:

Sauteed Calamari with Spinach 
with spinach in a spicy marinara sauce

Tri-Color Salad 
with grilled shrimps & scallops

Eggplant Rollatini 
stuffed with ricotta cheese and spinach

ENTREES:
Paella from Spain 

mixed seafood, chicken, chorizo

Surf & Turf-Rib Eye & 1 1/2 lb. Lobster 
served with vegetables & scalloped potatoes in a brandy crab sauce

Lamb Chops 
served with portabella mushrooms and polenta

Stuffed Brasicoli 
ham, prosuitto, seasoned bread crumbs, hard boiled eggs and raisins 

in a tomato sauce served over pappardelle pasta

Salmon & Shrimp 
sauteed in a garlic & oil sauce with black olives, artichokes, capers 

and tomatoes served over black linguine

DESSERTS:
Snow Balls 

Vanilla Ice Cream Balls enrobed with coconut

Christmas Bells 
Vanilla Ice Cream enrobed with White Chocolate, drizzled 

with red and white chocolate

www.belmondorestaurant.com  
79-32 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, NY 11379 
718-894-1020 ~ 718-894-1024 * Call for Reservations

 Bel Mondo’s Christmas Party featuring Big Mike & Johnny La La...
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Limited-time offer. Subject to wireless customer agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ. fee $36/line. Coverage & svcs, including mobile broadband, not avail. everywhere. Geographic, usage & other conditions & restrictions (that may result in svc. termination) apply. See contract,
rate plan brochure, and rebate form at stores for details. Taxes & other chrgs apply. Prices & equip. vary by mkt & may not be avail. from ind. retailers. See store or visit att.com for details and coverage map. Early Termination Fee (ETF): None if cancelled during first 30 days,
but a $35 restocking fee may apply; after 30 days, ETF up to $325, depending on device (details att.com/equipmentETF). Subject to change. Agents may impose add’l fees. Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge up to $1.25/mo. is chrg’d to help defray costs of complying with
gov’t obligations & chrgs on AT&T & is not a tax or gov’t req’d chrg. Offer Details: HTC Vivid with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice & minimum $15/mo data plan required is $99.99. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales
representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Sales Tax calculated based on price of unactivated equipment. Smartphone Data Plan Requirement: Min. $15/mo. DataPlus (200MB) plan required;  $15 automatically chrg’d for each additional 200MB provided if initial 200MB is
exceeded. All data, including overages, must be used in the billing period in which it is provided or be forfeited. For more details on data plans, go to att.com/dataplans. Screen images simulated. ©Facebook is a trademark of Facebook, Inc. ©2011 AT&T Intellectual
Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice and
minimum $15/mo data plan required.
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