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Restaurant plan breaks promiseGroup wants
feds to revisit

transfer station
BY JOE ANUTA

A Queens advocacy group 
hopes that developments sur-
rounding the aviation industry 
and LaGuardia Airport will draw 
renewed attention to what it said 
are the dangers of a planned gar-
bage facility in College Point.

The aviation advocacy group 
Friends of LaGuardia Airport 
said the new blood at the top of 
the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion could mean a fresh look at 
the proposed North Shore Marine 

BY JOE ANUTA

After part of a block was 
rezoned over the summer to ac-
commodate the expansion of the 
White House restaurant in Whit-
estone, plans submitted to the 
city for the new eatery showed 
the maximum occupancy would 
be twice as large as the developer 
had told the community. 

Despite receiving new zon-
ing for the restaurant at the local 
and City Council level, the design 
plans were rejected by the city 
Buildings Department and the 
ambitious undertaking by restau-
rateur Joe Franco, former propri-
etor of Caffe on the Green in Bay 
Terrace, remains in limbo.

After the contentious rezon-
ing was passed in June, which 
gave Franco the legal right to 

Continued on Page 1

White House design 
differs from initial 

proposal to Council

Continued on Page 19

TRAINS FOR TOTS

Whitestone resident Fallon O’Brien, 22 months, enjoys the holiday train display created at St. Mel’s School by 
Danny Naimoli, who says proceeds will go to the Make-A-Wish Foundation. See story on Page 3. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Handwriting expert 
deciphers Xmas cards 
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A classroom’s 
gift to the world
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BY JOE ANUTA

After a Flushing devel-
oper tore up a downtown 
parking lot to make way for 
a planned mixed-use build-
ing, the project caused an-
other one of its properties 
to be in violation of its cer-
tificate of occupancy.

TDC Development, 
headquartered on a floor 
in one of its own buildings 
called Queens Crossing, 
at 39th Avenue and Main 
Street,  broke ground earlier 
this spring on One Fulton 
Square, a 12-story residen-
tial, office and retail build-
ing at the corner of Prince 
Street and 39th Avenue.

Construction crews 
demolished a parking lot 
that used to exist on the site 
and began digging the foun-
dation, but the lot happened 
to be a required concession 
for the nearby Flushing 
Mall, according to docu-
ments from the city Depart-
ment of Buildings.

The Flushing Mall’s 
certificate of occupancy, a 

document issued by Build-
ings that stipulates appro-
priate uses for a building, 
required TDC to provide a 
total of 214 off-street park-
ing spots.

The document stipu-
lated that 138 of those spots 
were to be provided at the 
parking lot on the corner of 
Prince Street and 39th Av-
enue, but once construction 
began the spots were elimi-
nated.

Michael Meyer, presi-
dent of TDC Development, 
said that extra parking 
would be provided at anoth-
er lot his company owns on 
College Point Boulevard at 
37th Avenue to make up for 
the lost parking at Prince 
Street and 39th Avenue.

“We are using the Col-
lege Point Boulevard site, 
which is right across the 
street,” he said.

A parking attendant at 
the mall confirmed that ex-
tra parking was available 
at the location described by 
Meyer.

Flushing construction 
messed up parking lot

Patrons of Flushing Mall’s food court will have to park a little far-
ther away after the owner tore down the parking lot across the 
street.

Continued on Page 19

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
The City Council, 

as well as its northeast 
Queens members, fared 
poorly in a recent review 
of the legislative body’s re-
cord on human rights over 
the past year.

The Urban Justice Cen-
ter’s 2011 Human Rights Re-
port Card doled out a grade 
of “C-” to Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) and “C” to Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone). Councilman Peter 
Koo (R-Flushing) received 
a grade of “C-” and Coun-
cilman James Gennaro (D-
Fresh Meadows) received a 
grade of “D+.”

The grades were calcu-
lated based on each mem-
ber’s votes and sponsorship 
of legislation as well as re-
turning a questionnaire. 
The report identified 72 
pieces of human rights 
legislation introduced in 
the past year that focused 
on housing, workers’  , dis-
ability and voting rights, 
as well as issues concern-
ing criminal and juvenile 
justice, health and govern-
ment accountability.

Weprin voted in favor 
of all eight bills that came 
to a vote and returned his 
questionnaire, but he only 
sponsored five pieces of 
legislation, which led to his 
poor grade.

“It’s a policy I had up 
in Albany that I sign on to 
very few bills that aren’t 
mine,” he said. “What does 
it mean if you’re on a bill? 
[The report didn’t] ask my 

opinion — it was just based 
on whether you’re signed 
on.”

“Just because I’m not 
a sponsor doesn’t mean I 
don’t support them. I’m 
willing to bet I would sup-
port them if they came to 
the floor,” he said.

Halloran sponsored 
17 pieces of legislation and 
voted against one that re-
quires pregnancy centers 
to disclose the types of re-
productive health services 
provided on-site and cre-
ates protections for client’s 
health and personal infor-
mation. He did not return 

his questionnaire.
A spokesman for Hal-

loran said the council-
man opposed the bill in 
part because of its “seri-
ous infringements on free 
speech.”

At the time the bill was 
being considered, Halloran 
released the following 
statement: “A whopping 41 
percent of viable pregnan-
cies in New York City end 
in abortions. No matter 
where you stand on this 
issue, that’s too many. Cri-
sis pregnancy centers are 
working to provide abor-
tion alternatives to lower 

this number and remind 
the vulnerable pregnant 
women of our city that they 
do, indeed, have a choice. 
They deserve to be com-
mended for their work, not 
targeted by biased laws.”

While the report as-
signed each Council mem-
ber a grade, its primary 
criticism was of the politi-
cal power of the speaker 
and the Council’s failure 

to challenge that power. 
Of the 72 bills introduced, 
only eight were brought 
to a vote, and the report 
implied this was because 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) did 
not support them.

Weprin said many bills 
do not come to a vote unless 
they have a consensus in 
the Council and called the 
criticism of Quinn’s record 
on human rights weak.

“She’s been very good 
on human rights,” he said. 
“You can criticize her on 
term limits, but not on hu-
man rights.”

Quinn’s office did not 
respond to a request for 
comment.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Northeast Queens City Councilmen James Gennaro (clockwise 
from top l.), Dan Halloran, Peter Koo and Mark Weprin brought 
home poor scores on the Urban Justice Center’s Human Rights 
Report Card.

Council gets bad report card
Halloran, Gennaro, Weprin, Koo ranked low on human rights issues

The grades were 
based on votes 

and sponsorship 
of bills.
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Model train landscape features historic Queens icons
Nonna’s Pizzeria in Whitestone, St. Mel’s School in Flushing detailed among citywide landmarks

BY JOE ANUTA

Captivated children 
and curious adults got to 
see landmarks from all 
over the city last week 
without having to leave 
Whitestone.

Dan Naimoli, a land-
scape architect from the 
neighborhood, unveiled 
a miniature version of 
St. Mels School in Flush-
ing, St. Luke’s in Whites-
tone, Yankee Stadium, the 
Brooklyn Bridge and even 
the completed Freedom 
Tower at his third annual 
model train exhibit, which 
was held in the basement of 
the actual St. Mels, at 154-24 
26th Ave.

“I enjoy taking nothing 
and making something,” 
said Naimoli, who with the 
help of two others also built 
a mini replica of Nonna’s 
Pizzeria in Whitestone, 

a building in the Queens 
Botanical Garden and sev-
eral aesthetically pleasing 
homes from Park Slope.

Naimoli said he is a 
fan of architecture and 
takes photos of buildings 
he likes for inspiration to 
recreate them in miniature 
from using foamboard and 
sometimes a bamboo ply-
wood called Plyboo.

The exhibit featured 
four trains on four tracks 
that wound through the 
structures, verdant hill-
sides and over tiny bodies 
of water. Naimoli had al-
most completed versions of 
the Throgs Neck and Whit-
estone bridges, but they 
were not ready in time for 
the show.

After Naimoli covered 
some expenses, the admis-
sion fee of $10 per adult and 
$5 for children older than 
2 went toward the Make a 

Wish Foundation, a nation-
al charity that specializes 
in granting the wishes of 
children with life-threaten-
ing medical conditions.

Next year, Naimoli 
plans to make it bigger and 
better, with 15 more build-
ings added to the mix. He 

will begin going out and 
taking photos and then 
drawing up blueprints 
sometime in 2012.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Train display creator Danny Naimoli stands with St. Mel’s 
pastor, the Rev. Gerard Sauer, near a model of St. Mel’s. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Jennifer Camacho holds Oliver Lavarone, 6 months, as a train 
passes by a model of Yankee Stadium. Photo by Christina Santucci
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4 Cornell wins bid for NYC tech campus
Engineering school on Roosevelt Island could spawn business and economic benefi ts for Queens
BY REBECCA HENELY
 
The new applied sci-

ences campus that will be 
coming to the city may be 
on Manhattan’s Roosevelt 
Island, but state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said Tuesday the announce-
ment of two universities 
planning to build on the 
island was great news for 
Long Island City.

“It’s going to mean a 
massive economic develop-
ment over time in western 
Queens,” Gianaris said.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced 
Monday that Cornell Uni-
versity and Israel’s Tech-
nion-Israel Institute of 
Technology in Haifa were 
the winners of the mayor’s 
and the city Economic De-
velopment Corp.’s Applied 
Sciences NYC Plan.

The city set up a contest 
for universities to pledge 
to create a job-producing, 
higher education campus 

in exchange for free real es-
tate and $100 million in city 
capital.

Bloomberg announced 
the winners at Manhat-
tan’s Weill Cornell Medical 
College with Cornell Presi-

dent David Skorton and 
Technion President Peretz 
Lavie in a news conference 
that was beamed to Cornell 
students in Ithaca, N.Y. and 
Technion students in Is-
rael.

The mayor also an-
nounced Cornell had re-
ceived a $350 million do-
nation in support of the 
project. Charles Feeny, 
founder of Atlantic Phi-
lanthropies, announced he 

was the grantee on Atlan-
tic’s website Monday.

A Roosevelt Island tech 
campus was heavily touted 
by western Queens offi-
cials, who believe a campus 
a bridge away from Long Is-

land City could encourage 
technology startups and 
other growth in the com-
munity.

Gianaris said in his 
talks with Cornell leader-
ship they indicated they 
intended to work with the 
community.

“This is a tremendous 
investment in the future of 
our city,” said U.S. Rep. Car-
olyn Maloney (D-Astoria).

The mayor said Cornell 
and Technion’s bid had the 
largest number of students, 
faculty and building space. 
He said their bid is expected 
to bring jobs and will act as 
a magnet for technology in-
dustry growth for the city.

“This is an endeavor 
with incredible potential,” 
Bloomberg said. “History 
will write that this is a 
game changing time in 
New York City.”

The universities 
plan to build a 2-million-
square-foot grad school 

Cornell University has produced renderings of the campus it plans to build with Technion-Israel Institute of Technology on Roosevelt 
Island. Rendering courtesy Cornell

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) announced last week 
he was introducing four 
pieces of legislation dedi-
cated to reforming the city 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals.

The councilman said 
the BSA, which he calls a 
“bogus agency,” regularly 
ignores community pro-
tests against out-of-charac-
ter developments and dis-
misses community board 
recommendations to satis-
fy the wants of developers. 
Van Bramer said that of the 
2,855 appeals to the BSA by 
developers between 2001 
and 2005, only 2.7 percent 
were rejected.

“These folks to go the 
BSA, claim a hardship and 
boom, they’re able to be ap-
proved,” Van Bramer said.

The BSA said they had 
no comment on the legisla-
tion.

Van Bramer’s first 
piece of legislation, called 
Intro 678, would create a 
standard procedure for the 
BSA that would incorpo-
rate City Planning , com-
munity boards, borough 
boards, leasees and tenants 
into the BSA’s decision on 
whether to grant a vari-
ance to a developer. These 
groups can currently com-
ment on a variance, but 
their concerns often do not 
factor into the decision, 
Van Bramer said. 

Intro 679 to 681 would 

expand the BSA to include 
appointees from the city 
public advocate, each bor-
ough president and each 
community board; create 
a formal complaint pro-
cedure for community 
members; and require the 
mayor’s appointees to be 
approved by the Council.

State Assemblyman 
Michael DenDekker (D-
Jackson Heights), Commu-
nity Board 2 Chairman Jo-
seph Conley, CB 1 District 
Manager Lucille Hartmann 
and numerous civic leaders 
joined Van Bramer for his 
announcement Dec. 14 at a 
site at 64-01 Woodside Ave. 
in Woodside.

Van Bramer said the 
developer of the site has 

Van Bramer wants to reform 
powerful city zoning agency

Haggerty gets up to 4 years 
in $1.1M theft from mayor
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

 
The Queens Republi-

can operative convicted of 
stealing more than a mil-
lion dollars from the mayor 
was led off to prison Mon-
day to begin serving a sen-
tence of at least a year.

Manhattan Supreme 
Court Justice Ronald 
Zweibel denied the request 
made by John Haggerty’s 
attorneys to give the Forest 
Hills resident probation for 
his October conviction on 
grand larceny and money 
laundering charges and 
ordered that he be held 
in prison for 1 1/3 to four 
years.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, who testified 
against Haggerty during 

the trial, gave the state 
Independence Party $1.1 
million, which was meant 
to pay Haggerty for hir-
ing poll watchers on Elec-

tion Day. The 41-year-old, 
however, used almost all of 
that money to buy out his 
brother’s share of their late 
father’s Forest Hills Gar-
dens home.

During closing argu-
ments, Assistant District 
Attorney Eric Seidel said 
Haggerty was motivated to 
commit the theft because 
he wanted the Forest Hills 
Gardens home.

At the sentencing, 
Haggerty attorney Den-
nis Vacco said Seidel was 
correct but that Haggerty 
was not driven by greed to 
steal Bloomberg’s money, 
explaining that Haggerty 
was 15 years old when his 
mother died and his father 
was rarely home.

Queens political operative 
John Haggerty of Forest Hills 
arrives for his sentencing in 
Manhattan Supreme Court. 

AP Photo/Richard Drew

Continued on Page 52 Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52
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9-year-olds thrilled to perform in Radio City’s annual extravaganza

BY IVAN PEREIRA

Two budding perform-
ers from southeast Queens 
have hit it big this holiday 
season as they landed a ma-
jor role in the Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular 
show.

Nine-year-olds Erica 
Simone Barnett and Madi-
son Zamor both play the 
role of Kayla in the annual 
extravaganza and both said 
they were excited when they 
learned they had beaten out 
hundreds of other girls for 
the part.

Although they have 
been away from school since 
October when the rehears-
als began  and extremely 
busy performing multiple 
shows a week, they said it 
has been a memorable ex-
perience.

“I really wanted to get 
this role. It was a dream 
come true,” Erica said in 
an e-mail.

Erica, who attends PS 
51 in Richmond Hill, and 
Madison, who attends Our 
Lady of Lourdes in Queens 
Village, tried out for the 
part back in April. Both 
girls said the audition was 

nerve-wracking not only 
because they were com-
peting with so many other 
girls their age, but also be-
cause they were doing it in 
the same place where other 
famous stars performed.

“I had to sing a song of 
my choice by myself in the 
large rehearsal hall where 

the Rockettes practice!” 
Madison said. “I have only 
been auditioning for a little 
less than two years, and 
this is the biggest thing I 
have ever done.”

The girls were called 
back for another round of 
auditions in the summer 
and both girls were told 

they got the part, sending 
them and their families 
into an excited frenzy. 

“I started crying and 
my mom started crying and 
my dad — he literally ran 
around our entire house 
yelling ,“No way! No way! 
Oh, my gosh! Oh, my gosh! 

Erica Barnett (l.) and Madison Zamor both play the role of Kayla in the Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular show. Photos courtesy of MSG Entertainment

Walcott disapproval rating rises: Poll
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens residents gave 

the city’s school chancellor 
low marks on his job per-
formance last week as na-
tional test results showed 
a slight drop in scores for 
city children since 2009.

In a recent poll, 41 per-
cent of Queens residents 
said they disapproved of 
the way city Schools Chan-
cellor Dennis Walcott is 
handling his job as opposed 
to 31 percent who said they 
approved.

According to a Quin-
nipiac University poll re-
leased last week, 29 percent 
said they did not know or 
did not have an answer as 

to how they felt the chan-
cellor had performed . Since 
taking the job in May, Wal-
cott’s citywide disapproval 
rating has climbed from 21 
percent to 34 percent, while 
his approval rating stayed 
basically the same.

In the classroom the 
city’s fourth- and eighth-
graders scored slightly low-
er on national math tests 
over the two-year period 
from 2009-11 as students in 
large cities across the coun-
try made slight gains.

According to the 
National Assessment of 
Educational Progress, the 
city’s fourth-graders made 
no change in their read-
ing scores from 2009, while 

eighth-graders made slight 
gains during the same time 
period.

At the college level, 
CUNY came under fire over 
its new curriculum.

In July, the City Uni-
versity of New York’s board 
of trustees adopted a mea-
sure to create a university-
wide core curriculum, but 
a report released last week 

by The Chronicle of Higher 
Education criticized the 
core as a dilution of aca-
demic standards.

“In this case, CUNY 
is relaxing academic 
standards in the hope of 
streamlining the path to 
graduation,” Peter Wood 
wrote. “The pathways in 
questions are shortcuts 
meant to hustle under-pre-
pared students through the 
graduation requirements 
of the four-year baccalaure-
ate programs.”

“The unprepared stu-
dents come in two variet-
ies: students transferring 
into the senior CUNY col-
leges from the CUNY ju-

IS 59 students present a check to Cohen’s Children Medical 
Center after they performed a skit about fighting obesity. 

Photo by Ivan Pereira

IS 59 students win
battle over obesity

BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
Cohen Children’s 

Medical Center received a 
large donation last week 
to boost its new program 
to fight childhood obesity 
and a group of Springfield 
Gardens students from IS 
59 showed the hospital’s ad-
ministrator a creative way 
of fighting the problem.

Kohl’s Department 
stores gave the New Hyde 
Park hospital $387,165 for 
its various programs to 
build young people’s self-
esteem. Cohen’s executive 
director, Kevin McGeachy, 
said obesity has become a 
growing epidemic among 
young people and damages 
one’s health beyond the 
high cholesterol count.

“It has a lot of connota-
tions, not only in the physi-
cal problems but also the 
psychological problems,” 
he said.

Instead of having a 
simple check presentation 
ceremony, the hospital 
and Kohl’s wanted to send 
a positive message that 
addressed the issue and 
partnered with the school, 
at 132-55 Ridgedale St. Stu-
dents  who were part of the 
dance group at IS 59 wrote 
and performed their own 
play that addressed obe-
sity’s negative effect on 
teens and offered solutions 
on how to prevent the epi-
demic and the bullying as-

sociated with it. 
In the play, a teen girl 

talks about how ostracized 
she has become due to her 
weight, but her pals encour-
age her to block out the bul-
lying  and start exercising. 
The girls then performed 
several dance numbers to 
music and told the audi-
ence that similar activi-
ties not only get kids into 
shape, but also create ways 
for them to get together and 
share interests.

Cohen’s programs 
seem to be making a dif-
ference, according to new 
data released last week by 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control. Over the last five 
years, the number of New 
York City public schoolchil-
dren from kindergarten 
through eighth-grade who 
are obese dropped from 21.9 
percent to 20.7 percent, ac-
cording to the agency.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg touted several 
city initiatives, includ-
ing adapting school lunch 
menus to include more 
fruits, vegetables and low-
fat options. Like the IS 59 
play suggested, city schools 
are also pushing more gym 
and recess time to make 
students more active, ac-
cording to the mayor.

“Children who are 
more physically fit have 
fewer health problems — 
and fewer trips to the hos-

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

Only 31% 
of Queens 

residents gave 
him thumbs up.
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May your holidays be merry and 
bright. Best wishes to all for a healthy, 
happy and prosperous New Year!

Member FDIC
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“I realized as a young child my greatest pleasure was to help 
people in need – the elderly, the young, and the injured. It’s a 
gift from God that I’ll never take for granted. Not surprisingly, 
I became a nurse. When it came to choosing a hospital, there 
was only one place to call home – Calvary. It’s where I strive to 
bring comfort and laughter to dying patients and their families. 
Calvary encourages me to handle fear and loneliness with hope, 
happiness and hugs. Speaking Spanish fluently also helps me 
with Latino patients and families. My rewards each day are 
smiles of joy and knowing that my patients need me. Being a 
nurse at Calvary – what better gift from God can anyone ask?”

– Andrea Mejia, LPN

“I was born to be a nurse at Calvary.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Qns. pols hail Legislature on middle-class tax cuts
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Most Queens residents 
will have more money in 
their pockets come tax 
time next year after the 
state Legislature earlier 
this month approved tax 
decreases for those making 
less than $300,000.

The agreement chang-
es the income tax structure 
and Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
said the revisions will add 
$1.9 billion to the state’s 
coffers. 

Under the reforms en-
acted by the Legislature, 
those making between 
$300,000 and $2 million will 
have a base tax rate of 6.85 
percent, up from 6.65 per-
cent.

For those earning $2 
million and more, the rate 
will be 8.82 percent, up 
from the 6.65 percent base 
rate but less than the 8.97 
percent they were paying 
under the so-called “mil-
lionaire’s tax” surcharge.

The governor said 4.4 
million New Yorkers will 
see tax decreases under the 
plan, including a $690 mil-
lion reduction in taxes for 
the middle class, which was 

defined as earners making 
$300,000 or less.

That group had a 6.85 
percent base tax rate, but 
those making between 
$40,000 and $150,000 will 
have a rate of 6.45 percent.

Those with an in-
come between $150,000 and 
$300,000 will see their rate 
slashed from 6.85 percent to 

6.65 percent.
State Assemblyman 

Mike Miller (D-Woodhaven) 
said the changes to the tax 
code were needed.

“This tax code reform 

is a simple matter of fair-
ness,” Miller said. “Reform-
ing the tax code to support 
middle-class families is the 
right thing to do and is the 
best way to stimulate con-

sumer spending and jump-
start the economy. This 
plan will give relief to the 
struggling middle class and 
put New York on the path to 
fiscal stability.”

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
also applauded the move, 
which was approved by the 
Legislature during a spe-
cial session called by Cuo-
mo earlier this month.

“I am thankful to have 
been given an opportunity 
to give the middle class of 
this state a long-overdue 
and certainly needed state 
income tax break,” Add-
abbo said. “The restruc-
turing of New York state’s 
tax code creates a fair and 
progressive tax system and 
provides equity to citizens 
across this city and state.”

Since 2009, those mak-
ing more than $300,000 
were hit with the million-
aire’s tax on top of their 
base tax rate that was any-
where from 7.85 percent to 
8.97 percent.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo applauds the state Legislature coming to an agreement on reforming the tax 
code that will lead to cuts fo middle-class earners. AP Photo/Hans Pennink

The new 
millionaire’s tax 
will boost the 
state’s coffers.
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Since 1953

181-08 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY, 11366

WWW.Kingyumrestaurant.com
Hours:

New Year’s Eve Celebration
Saturday, December 31st

Full Course Dinner
From 10pm-2am

$69.95

Si
King Yum

per person min. party of 4 Take Out Available

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

POLICE 

Blotter

Firefighters roll up a hose after extinguishing a small house fire in the attic of a home at 164th 
Street and 34th Avenue in Flushing Monday afternoon. There were no reported injuries. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

FRESH MEADOWS — 
Police said they were look-
ing for a 15-year-old boy 
who went missing around 
2 p.m. near Francis Lewis 
High School, at 58-20 Utopia 
Pkwy. in Fresh Meadows, 
earlier this month.

Pascal Chiu, of Negun-
do Avenue and Bowne Street 
in Flushing, is Asian, 5 feet 
4 inches tall and weighs 120 

pounds, police said. When 
last seen, he was wearing 
a red jacket, blue jeans and 
white sneakers.

Those with informa-
tion should contact NYPD’s 
Crimestoppers by calling 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477), vis-
iting its website at nypd-
crimestoppers.com or tex-
ting 274637 (CRIMES) and 
entering TIP577.

Cops search for Flushing boy, 15, gone missing

Groper attacked woman and fled scene: Police
POMONOK — Police 

have requested assistance 
in locating a groper who at-
tacked a 25-year-old woman 
somewhere in the Hillcrest 
and Fresh Meadows area.

The man allegedly 
touched the woman’s but-
tocks and tried to touch her 
elsewhere before he fled on 
foot, police said. No loca-
tion or time was given in 
the incident.

He is described as a 
thin, 20- to 30-year-old In-

dian man standing 5-foot-6 
inches tall and weighing 
140 pounds, police said. 
When last seen, he was 
wearing a black jacket and 
blue jeans, police said.

Those with informa-
tion should contact NYPD’s 
Crimestoppers by calling 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477), vis-
iting its website at nypd-
crimestoppers.com or tex-
ting 274637 (CRIMES) and 
entering TIP577.

PASCAL CHIU
Photo courtesy NYPD

Police released a sketch of a 
man reported to have groped a 
woman in northeast Queens. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

Get more crime news on our Web site at 

www.TimesLedger.com
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BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
The Christmas sea-

son may be winding down, 
but an Ozone Park store is 
going to continue to help 
shoppers ring in the spirit 
with its enormous selec-
tion of holiday decorations, 
trinkets and gifts.

For the last 15 years, 
House of Holiday, at 90-02 
Atlantic Ave., has offered 
holiday gifts from Septem-
ber to January but unlike 
other shops that offer a few 
cards, ornaments or lights, 
the store has two full floors 
of merchandise.

Its owner, Larry Guri-
no, said people from as far 
as Connecticut have flocked 
to his store to pick out the 
right decoration that would 
add that extra sense of 
cheer to their Christmas.

“It’s a fun, excit-
ing time of the year,” the 
46-year-old father of two 
said as he was tending to 
customers last week.

Among the items avail-
able for purchase are orna-
ments of all sizes, artificial 
trees, lights that hang from 
roofs, walls and ceilings 
and homemade wreaths 
and centerpieces.

The second floor is 
filled with a wide selection 
of trees, including ones with 
themed ornaments already 
set on the evergreen. Some 
of the choices include a New 
York Yankees-themed tree, 
an Elvis-themed tree and a 
Christian-themed tree.

“You can’t get all of 
these ornaments in one 
place anywhere else,” Guri-
no said.

The store’s most 
sought-after gifts are the 
pieces for miniature Christ-
mas villages. The owner 
said many customers make 
their villages personal and 
they always seek the right 
piece.

“Say if your son is a po-
lice officer, you want to put 
a police station in the vil-
lage. It’s all sentimental,” 
he said.

Gurino said he has 
a long experience with 

Christmas sales. He used to 
sell trees outside the store’s 
location and at the time the 
three-story building used 
to be a factory that created 
artificial trees.

When the factory 
closed down in 1996, Guri-
no bought the property to 
create a piano store, but 
he wanted to keep the lo-
cation’s holiday traditions 
alive. Every September 
through the end of Janu-
ary, the store scales back 

on its piano showroom, 
which turns into a winter 
wonderland.

Initially, House of Hol-
iday was secluded to one 
room on the first floor, but 
over the last 15 years it has 
grown to include two floors. 
Gurino said he is not done 
with the expansion and has 
recently launched houseof-
holiday.com to include on-
line sales.

The owner said he 
would love for customers 

outside the tri-state area 
to purchase items from 
his store because he enjoys 
spreading Christmas cheer 
without having to ride a 
sleigh.

“It’s about the birth of 
Christ and giving and re-
ceiving,” he said.

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

The House of Holiday has many speciality Christmas trees including this sports themed one. 
Photo by Ivan Pereira

Psychologist analyzes 
holiday handwriting

BY COLIN DEVRIES
  
With each seemingly 

mindless cross of a “t” or 
dot of an “i,” the deepest 
psychological characteris-
tics of the writer’s subcon-
scious are revealed — at 
least that’s what Dr. Elias 
Samas will tell you.

Around the holidays 
each year, Samas eagerly 
awaits the arrival of greet-
ing cards sent by loved ones 
from afar. The 78-year-old 
handwriting expert exam-
ines each heartfelt message 
of yuletide blessings with 
the greatest of care, pars-
ing all the inscribed notes 
with a sharp, analytical 
eye, but without seeing a 
single word.

“When I get holiday 
cards, I don’t read them. I 
just like to see how people 
are doing,” the Jamaica res-
ident told a small handwrit-
ing analysis class in the 
basement of College Point’s 
Poppenhusen Library.

One letter of the alpha-
bet, Samas said, can pro-
vide more than 30 interpre-
tations of an individual’s 
mental condition. By sim-
ply noting the placement 
of a writer’s “t” crossbar, a 
graphoanalyst can discern 
how the writer’s well-being 
may have changed from a 
year earlier.

A high t-bar indicates 
a strong will and a posi-
tive outlook for the future. 
A low t-bar, or one that is 
curved or shortened, may 
show signs of depression, 

confusion or frustration. A 
“t” with a centered cross-
bar indicates an individual 
with practical goals, while 
a t-bar that is not fully 
formed may indicate pro-
crastination.

As a student of psy-
chology, Samas became 
interested in grapho-
analysis, or the practice of 
handwriting analysis, as a 
vehicle toward a better un-
derstanding of people and 
the human condition.

“You can get as much 
information from a psy-
chological test as a sample 
of handwriting,” said the 
Alexandria, Egypt, native, 
who immigrated to the 
United States in 1967, stud-
ied psychology at Columbia 
University and eventually 
earned a doctorate. He went 
on to earn a certificate by 
mail through the Interna-
tional Graphoanalysis So-
ciety when it was located 
in Chicago during the late 
1960s.

As president and 
founder of the Queens Gra-
phoanalysis Center, Samas 
has applied his expertise in 
a variety of capacities since 
being certified. While much 
of his work has involved tes-
tifying before court on civil 
matters involving forgeries 
or contract disputes, he is 
on occasion called upon to 
provide insight on high-
profile cases, including an 
examination of the ransom 
note in the mysterious, un-
solved killing of JonBenet 

X-mas decorations made easy
House of Holiday in Ozone Park is one-stop shop for trees, lights, ornaments

Dr. Elias Samas analyzes a subject’s handwriting in his Jamaica 
home. Photo by Colin DeVries

Continued on Page 43
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Fight against secondhand smoking
F

resh air is a precious 
commodity and a 
right for all New 
Yorkers, but many 

multi-unit dwellings are 
not smoke-free environ-
ments.

Tenants and prop-
erty owners are subjected 
to the harmful effects of 
secondhand smoke even 
when they have chosen 
not to smoke themselves. 
According to the journal 
Nicotine and Tobacco Re-
search, secondhand smoke 

cannot be contained. Even 
cleaning the air and ven-
tilating buildings cannot 
eliminate the health haz-
ards of secondhand smoke 
exposure.

We need to protect our 
most vulnerable residents: 
our children. In New York 
City, more than 200,000 
children are exposed to 
secondhand smoke in the 
place they should be safest: 
their own homes. Some of 
these children are enter-
ing hospital emergency 

rooms suffering from asth-
ma attacks induced by the 
cigarette smoke they are 
forced to breathe.

From a purely eco-
nomic standpoint, the cost 
of rehabilitating a residen-
tial unit occupied by heavy 
smokers, totals more than 
$3,500. A no-smoking pol-
icy can reduce the cost of 
physical property damage 
while a 100 percent, smoke-
free, multi-unit dwelling 
means higher property 
values, lower fire risk and 

lower insurance rates.
Exercise your right to 

breathe smoke-free air in 
your home by contacting 
your landlord and local 
city officials to request a 
smoking ban in your com-
plex. We can all enjoy the 
long-term benefits to our 
health and property.

Joan M. Bush
Health Educator

North Shore-LIJ Health 
System

Great Neck

TIDINGS OF COMFORT 
AND JOY

The Queens publishing family wishes our readers a 
holiday season filled with joy and hope.

We can think of no greater tidings than the news that 
thousands of American soldiers are on their way home from 
Iraq. For the soldiers and families that have waited for their 
safe return, this will be a special holiday.

Welcome home.

AVELLA: PULL ON THE 
REINS

There are few things in life more romantic and unfor-
gettable than a ride in a horse-drawn carriage through Cen-
tral Park at Christmas.

It irks us to think that there some in this city who are 
bent on bringing the horse and carriage industry to an end. 
The leader is state Sen. Tony Avella. Since he was a city 
councilman, Avella has been a fighter for the people he rep-
resents. Unfortunately, this time around he may be on the 
wrong side of the riding ring.

When he was a councilman, Avella sponsored a bill 
calling for a ban on the carriage industry in New York City. 
The City Council was not interested. In May, he introduced 
a similar bill in the Senate, and state Assemblywoman Lin-
da Rosenthal introduced a companion bill in the Assembly.

Avella claims that “this issue is clearly coming to a 
head just because of a number of accidents reported lately.”

We are supporters of the horse-drawn carriages, but 
even if we were not, we would not be pleased at the thought 
of a senator in Poughkeepsie or Buffalo telling New York 
City what should be allowed in Central Park.

Eva Hughes, vice president of the Horse and Carriage 
Association of New York, lives in Avella’s district and dis-
agrees with the senator.

“Sen. Avella has been made aware of our stellar safety 
record,” she said, “The fact is, statistically, our industry 
is the safest equine pursuit. With only three deaths in 30 
years, it’s not a good record. It’s an extraordinary record.”

Avella must understand that if it gets passed, his bill 
will put people out of work. 

That is not the kind of help the city needs from Alba-
ny.
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City must do better in how it treats nonprofi ts
A

s many in Queens 
will tell you, there 
are many nonprofits 
throughout the bor-

ough that have helped thou-
sands of people get back on 
their feet. Nonprofits have 
traditionally been exempt 
from paying property taxes 
on buildings they own and 
provide services in, like 
churches and nonprofit af-
fordable housing develop-
ers.

But the city has re-
cently decided to require 
these organizations to ver-
ify their nonprofit status or 
risk losing their property 
tax exemption. In some 
cases, these organizations 
would cease to exist with-
out the property tax exemp-
tion.

Within the last month, 

the city has sent two noti-
fication letters with forms 
that the organizations are 
required to fill out to keep 
their exemption status. Out 
of the thousands of letters 
that were sent out, there 
are still 3,928 organizations 
the city is waiting to hear 
from and 738 of them are in 
Queens.

For small organiza-
tions that do not have 
dedicated administrative 
staff, like many churches, 
this can be burdensome as 
they prepare to help people 
during the holiday season, 
especially considering the 
short notice they received. 
All verification forms were 
due Dec. 5.

One of them is One-
ness Pentecostal Taberna-
cle on Linden Boulevard in 

Queens. It has a small staff, 
but has been a staple in the 
community for many years. 
It fed people who were look-
ing for meals on Thanks-
giving and every Saturday 
it assesses the needs of the 
neighborhood and gives 
away food to the homeless.

Unfortunately, it does 
not currently have a staff 
person dedicated to han-
dling finances, taking time 
away from the pastors from 
running these programs.

While verification of 
these facilities may be nec-
essary, it comes at a precar-
ious time. It is during these 
hard economic times that 
members of our commu-
nity seek out these services 
most. Yet the city has so 
suddenly required these or-
ganizations to verify their 

property tax exemption sta-
tus and the use eligibility 
of their facilities and only 
provided a small window of 
time to do so.

Whether this was done 
intentionally or not to cap-
ture future revenues is un-
certain, but what is certain 
is that organizations will 
be required to exert what 
little time, energy and re-
sources they have in turn-
ing around these forms 
instead of concentrating on 
providing needed services.

The struggling econ-
omy has forced those of 
us in government to make 
tough decisions, and many 
of these organizations have 
seen their funding dramat-
ically slashed. At the same 
time, families in Queens 
have also had to tighten 

their belts, and many are 
desperately looking for any 
help they can get.

With so many people 
unable to afford their mort-
gages, rent, health insur-
ance and other necessities, 
this is not the time to im-
pose onerous information 
requests from organiza-
tions that help people in 
need.

Accountability, trans-
parency and accurate re-
porting are essential to en-
sure compliance, but there 
has to be a better methodol-
ogy employed that allows 
organizations, particularly 
ones with little staff, to 
respond to these requests 
in an efficient and timely 
manner. Some 738 Queens 
organizations had yet to re-
spond to the city’s notice.

While I work with 
my fellow City Council 
colleagues to reach out to 
these groups, I will not only 
advocate for more time 
to complete these forms, 
but ask why, while we are 
still struggling to get the 
economy moving again, 
we are suddenly burdening 
institutions that have been 
serving people for years by 
threatening to take their 
resources away.

For any questions, 
please contact my office by 
calling 718-776-3700.

Leroy Comrie
City Councilman

(D-St. Albans)

Save city after-school programs

R
ecently, the city 
after-school com-
munity celebrated 
the work being done 

in after-school programs 
in the area and around 
the country, joining in the 
national Lights On After-
school celebration.

But we all know there 
is more to do before every 
child who needs an after-
school program has access 
to one. Our city Department 
of Youth & Community De-
velopment recently released 
a request for proposals for 
all of its Out-of-School Time 
programs. These programs 
are a source of support for 
children and families, and 
the major source of funding 
for after-school programs 
throughout the five bor-
oughs.

More than $68 million 
is identified to be awarded 
through this competitive 
bidding process, and while 
this seems to be a large 
sum, it is a catastrophic 
reduction from previous 
years. Approximately $125 
million feeds the same 

system now. Since these 
awards are to begin in 
September 2012, our com-
munity residents will have 
no idea what hit them until 
school starts and they find 
that the many established 
after-school programs will 
have disappeared.

Additionally, the cur-
rent PEG reductions to the 
city budget continue to re-
duce the size and scope of 
other important youth and 
community serving pro-
grams, such as Beacon Cen-
ters. For many providers 
that have honorably deliv-
ered these crucial services, 
there is now the warning 
that some of these centers 
will be closed, depending 
on the need and exhibited 
by the ZIP code in which 
the program sits.

While we understand 
the need to tighten the belt, 
the continuous reduction of 
funding to programs that 
provide a lifeline to some 
families demonstrates a 
complete shift in priorities 
away from our most vul-
nerable. That means that 

despite the progress we cel-
ebrated in October, we still 
have miles to go.

And some of those 
miles need to be traveled 
in our minds and what we 
hold dear in our hearts. As 
a lifelong New York sports 
fan, I cannot help but do the 
math and note that these 
reductions to youth pro-
grams in the city budget, 
which will affect thousands 
of families, are equal to the 
salaries of maybe five of the 
top-tier athletes on some of 
my favorite teams.

After-school programs 
keep kids safe, inspire them 
to learn and help working 
families. In tough econom-
ic times like these, we need 
to be doubly sure that our 
children get the education 
and support they need to 
succeed in school and life.

Deepmalya Ghosh
Director of Youth 

Development Programs
The Child Center of NY

Woodside

City shows gall in Willets sewer plan

I
n its mishandling of 
Willets Point, the city 
Economic Development 
Corp. has qualified for 

the Chutzpah Award of the 
Year.

Notwithstanding the 
lack of sewers in Willets 
Point, the city not only ig-
nored repeated requests 
from property owners for 
many years to install sew-
ers, but collected sewer rent 
for the non-existent sewers.

It made a mockery of 
the understanding that 
eminent domain was to be 
used for public purposes 
and not to subsidize fat-cat 
real estate developers.

It willfully allowed the 
area to fall into structural 
disrepair and then misla-
beled it as substandard. 
Now comes the pinnacle of 
absurdity in that the EDC 
has awarded the sewer con-
tract to a New Jersey-based 
company (“Avella, biz 
group slam EDC,” Flushing 
Times, Dec. 1-7).

EDC’s claim it could 
not lawfully discriminate 
based upon geography is 
feeble since it could have 
waited for legislation per-
mitting the jobs to remain 
in New York. So much for 
creating jobs for New York-
ers, whose taxes will subsi-

dize the mayor’s well-con-
nected real estate friends, 
who will surely be awarded 
the development contract.

By no stretch of the 
imagination can the pro-
posed Willets Point de-
velopment in its concept, 
planning and implementa-
tion qualify as democracy 
in action. Machine politics 
would fit the bill.

The time has come to 
remove the EDC’s jurisdic-
tion from the mayor and 
make it accountable to the 
City Council.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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T
his week was more 
non-stop holiday par-
ty running around. 
“Ho! Ho! Ho!” is be-

ginning to wear a little 
thin. I think the week be-
tween Christmas and New 
Year’s I will go to bed and 
hibernate for the whole 
week.

Fat chance that will 
ever happen — sure as God 
made little green apples, 
some events are sure to 
pop up! What’s a chronicler 
of the Queens passing pa-
rade to do? Why, cover the 
events for posterity — what 
else? While I am tired now 
and in a complaining mood, 
consider the alternative.

Dec. 13 was a killer day. 
It started out at 8 a.m. with 
a political seminar at Ford-
ham University’ Columbus 
Circle facility. At 11:30 a.m., 
I cut out early for lunch and 
drove to Russo’s on the Bay 
in Howard Beach to cover 
Bishop Nicholas DiMar-

zio’s annual Christmas 
luncheon.

The emcee was Mau-

rice DuBois, newscaster 
from Channel 2 and a super 
nice guy, very apropos for a 
bishop’s luncheon. The hon-
orees were Clarissa Elgar-

ten, Martin J. Cotting-

ham and Joseph Ferrara. 
Representing the Diocese 
of Brooklyn was Monsignor 
Jamie J. Gigantiello. A 
great luncheon. Sorry I 
didn’t have time to stay, but 
I had to drive back to Man-
hattan for the afternoon 
session of the Fordham 
seminar. Three of its more 
interesting speakers were 
Hank Scheinkopf, Roger 

Stone and Daily News blog-
ger Celeste Katz.

That event was over 
at 5 p.m., which gave me 
enough time to drive to 
Riccardo’s by the Bridge 
in Astoria for the Queens 
County Republican Party’s 
holiday party and recep-
tion. It was an interesting 
and fun event.

Some of the luminar-
ies were Ed Cox, the state 
Republican Party chair-
man. The keynote speaker 
was Rich Lowry, editor 
of the National Review. 
The special guest was An-

drew Wilkow, host of the 
“Wilkow Majority” on Sir-
ius XM Radio. There was a 
guest appearance by Miss 
New York Kaitlin Monte.

Do you get the picture 
of what one of my killer 
days is like? My husband 
says that even though I 
complain loud and long, I 
must love it or I wouldn’t 
do it.

Democrat Issac Sas-

son was a guest at the GOP 
party. From what I remem-
ber a few years back, he 
was considering becoming 
a Republican. Could that be 
his game plan in trying to 
beat Toby Stavisky for her 
Senate seat? As long as he 
and fellow Democrat John 

Messer run against each 
other as Democrats, the 
result is they cancel each 
other out and insure a win 
for Toby. If that’s his game 
plan, maybe he will have 
better luck running as a 
Republican. What fun po-
litical speculations are, but 
of course everyone has to 
wait to see what the redis-
tricting will look like.

On Dec. 14, the Steven-
son Democratic Club held its 
45th annual dinner-dance 
honoring Steve Sadofsky 
and Nettie Mayersohn. I 
am glad that they honored 
Nettie. She has been one of 
my favorite female electeds 

and during her 29-year ten-
ure as state assemblywom-
an for the 27th District, she 
was admired for the pas-
sage of the landmark Baby 
Aids Bill and the Partner 
Notification Law and as the 
prime sponsor of the Victim 
Impact Bill. Not too shabby 
a record, my dears. It was a 
lovely party and held at the 
Douglaston Manor.

Last Thursday eve-
ning, U.S. Rep. Gary Ack-
erman held his annual 
holiday party at the U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy 
in Kings Point, L.I. It was 
packed with everyone from 
the lowest to the highest in 
attendance.

One of the more in-
teresting guests was Ilan 

Grapel, who was there 
with his parents Irene and 
Daniel Grapel. He was the 
young man held in solitary 
confinement in Egypt and 
accused of being a spy. Ack-
erman was instrumental 

in obtaining his release. 
The words describing what 
a great party it was would 
only be redundant.

At the end of the eve-
ning, after Gary thanked 
everyone for their support, 
he gave a thought-provok-
ing speech. After Gary’s 
party, it was off to the 
Douglaston Manor again to 
cover the Queens Bar As-
sociation’s annual holiday 
celebration. More details 
about that party next week.

A last minute entry: 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner 
of the 9th District held a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
to celebrate the opening of 
his new office on Eliot Av-
enue in Middle Village. It 
is a street-level store front, 
which is better for constitu-
ents to be serviced.

I look forward to your 
voice mails at 718-767-6484, 
faxes at 718-746-0066 and e-
mails at deerrichard@aol.
com.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Holiday season is mad dash with parties spread over Queens

Bomb scare at LaGuardia Airport in 1960 fi zzles out

I
n 1960, Queens boasted 
more than 35 movie 
theaters. In the Forest 
Hills Theatre, see “The 

Magnificent Seven,” in 
Jackson Heights is “The 
Apartment,” in Sunnyside 
view “Hell to Eternity” and 
at the Polk see the original 
“Ocean’s 11.”

●

Looking for a place to 
spend the holidays? Try 
Queens Terrace on 69th 
Street in Woodside and Bay-
side’s Imperial or Flush-
ing’s Pilgrim Inn — both 
on Northern Boulevard. 
There is Kneer’s Hofbrau, 
on Broadway in Astoria, or 
nearby Steinway Brauhall, 
on Steinway Street.

Get ready for the sea-

son at Horn & Hardet Re-
tail Shops in 52 convenient 
locations. Pumpkin pies at 
69 cents, potato salad at 39 
cents per pound, frankfurt-
ers at 69 cents per pound, a 
jar of sweet mixed pickles 
at 33 cents and coleslaw at 
only 31 cents.

●

The “topflight” struc-
ture that graced the Queens 
building scene in 1960 was 
the airy Pan-American 
Airways Passenger Termi-
nal at Idlewild — now John 
F. Kennedy International 
— Airport. The Queens 
Chamber of Commerce se-
lected the futuristic termi-
nal, which gave the impres-
sion it may take off along 
with the planes that use it.

Built to “bring the 
plane to the passenger,” 
the “upside down umbrel-
la building” covers more 
than 4 acres. The building 
“grounded” all other com-
petitors for the title of Most 
Outstanding Structure in 
the Borough.

●

The mammoth new 
Throgs Neck Bridge, whose 
12,300-foot span cost $90 
million, should put an end 
to the bumper-to-bumper 
nightmare on the Whites-
tone Bridge and help ease 
congestion on the Tribor-
ough Bridge.

In an editorial, the 
Star-Journal pushes for a 
grander idea: “Now what 
is needed is a bridge across 
the Long Island Sound 
to Connecticut or Rhode 
Island. It has been pooh-
poohed as far fetched, but it 
too will be built some day.”

●

A brutal winter storm 
buried Queens. A slashing 

blizzard measures more 
than 18 inches by noon. 
Sweeping through the met-
ro area, it kills at least five 
people on Long Island as it 
paralyzes transportation, 
closes schools and keeps 
others from work.

Trains derail, autos 
crash, snow shovelers drop 
from heart attacks and fish-
ermen stagger into port. 
National Guard trucks tow 
abandoned cars. Packing a 
howling 35 mph wind, the 
killer storm is called the 
worst of the year, stripping 
the title from the 14-inch 
blizzard of March 4.

Within 24 hours, the 
mercury dips to a frigid 7 
degrees. The deep freeze 
slows the borough from 
digging out. Long Island 
tallies 26 dead, with 130 fa-
talities across the country. 
The Long Island Rail Road 
erases the day off its calen-
dar.

●

An unclaimed airline 

suitcase at LaGuardia Air-
port was thought to contain 
explosives after a baggage 
inspector at Hanger 3 opens 
it and sees what he thinks 
are sticks of dynamite. The 
Bomb Squad, Fire Depart-
ment and Port Authority 
police are summoned.

They find balloons, 
feathers, horns, a kettle 
and trick matches. The “dy-
namite” turns out to be an 
entertainer’s make-up pow-
der.

The bag is a magic en-
tertainer’s kit.

●

A few shots of whis-
key and four or five cigars 
a day are Joseph Deitsch’s 
formula for longevity. Dei-
tsch grew up the heir to a 
large retail clothing busi-
ness in Philadelphia, but 
his most vivid memory 
of a young man was as a 
member of the Pennsylva-
nia National Guard — the 
Homestead Strike of 1892 in 
Pittsburgh.

He witnessed the car-
nage that set the union 
movement back a genera-
tion.

“Those were grim 
days,” he recalled with a 
shudder.

Deitsch also remem-
bered every election back 
to the 1880 James A. Gar-
field campaign.

The spry resident of 
146-29 Laburnum Ave. in 
Flushing traces his ances-
try back to Aaron Levy, the 
Revolutionary War banker 
and financial wizard who 
gave his entire personal 
fortune to the American 
fight for freedom. Deitsch 
was also related to the late 
Supreme Court Justice 
Benjamin Cardozo.

The nonagenarian 
claims that life begins at 
80. He is the father of six 
“youngsters” aged 52 to 63, 
has 12 grandchildren and 
at least 10 great-grandchil-
dren.

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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If you’re ready for challenging 

academics, a supportive environment, 

all-girls’ education, consider TMLA. 

You’ll get exceptional 

college preparation, leadership 

opportunities, and friends 

you’ll keep for a lifetime. 

Chartered by the New York State Board of Regents 

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges

Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, NY

  TMLA + The Mary Louis Academy

Jamaica Estates, NY 11432
 718-297-2120 
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BY REBECCA HENELY

The Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, the oldest Reform 
Jewish temple in Queens, 
dedicated its new stained 
glass windows Sunday 
with prayers and Hanuk-
kah songs.

“It sort of announces 
to the world that the syna-
gogue is here and still 
growing and intends to re-
main here,” said Jeff Boyar, 
chairman of the temple’s 
house committee.

The temple, at 41-60 
Kissena Blvd., has been un-
dergoing an extensive reno-
vation for the last two to 
three years. Boyar said the 
new windows, on the south 
side of the temple near San-
ford Avenue, are the latest 
part of the ongoing repairs 
for the house of worship, 
which was built in 1927.

The three windows 
are decorated with biblical 
scenes and Jewish symbols 

such as the Star of David, 
the four species of plants 
used in the Sukkot prayer 
and the two hands of the 
priestly blessing, which 
many know as Spock’s 
“Live Long and Prosper” 
hand symbol from “Star 
Trek.”

“I think anything that 
adds to the beauty of the ex-
perience is always a plus,” 
Boyar said, “and there’s a 
timelessness about them, 
too.”

Boyar said the new 
windows, which cost 
$100,000 to renovate, were 
originally scheduled to be 
finished before the High 
Holy Days, but the wet sum-
mer delayed their comple-
tion. At one point, the New 
Jersey office of Scott Im-
hoff, who was doing the res-
toration, was flooded dur-
ing Hurricane Irene.

“At least we were able 
to get it around the time of 
Hanukkah,” Boyar said.

After the dedication, 
temple members performed 
songs which told the story 
of Hanukkah. The holiday, 
celebrated for eight days, 
is traditionally said to 
commemorate the victory 
of a Jewish revolt against 
Greek King Antiochus, who 

desecrated the Temple in 
Jerusalem. When the Jews 
recovered the Temple, they 
only had enough oil to light 
the temple menorah for one 
day, but the oil lasted in-
stead for eight days.

The Free Synagogue at 
one point boasted 500 stu-

dents in its Sunday school, 
but as the demographics 
of Flushing have changed 
from having a substan-
tial Jewish population to 
mostly Asian residents, the 
synagogue’s core has di-
minished in numbers.

Nevertheless, state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Whitestone), who came 
to the dedication of the 
windows along with City 
Councilman Peter Koo (R-
Flushing) and city Comp-
troller John Liu, said the 
synagogue has always been 
welcoming to all types of 
people.

“It’s a place where peo-
ple come together in down-
town Flushing,” Stavisky 
said.

Koo said the synagogue 
often lets Asian groups use 
its space.

“I’m very happy the 
rabbi is doing a lot of out-
reach,” he said.

The rabbi of the syna-

gogue, Reb. Michael Weiss-
er, became the temple lead-
er in 2008 after working as a 
cantor in a congregation in 
Nebraska. While there, he 
ended up turning around 
a Ku Klux Klan member 
who was harassing him. 
Moved by Weisser’s mes-
sage of friendship, the Klan 
member, Larry Trapp, re-
nounced hate and convert-
ed to Judaism. Weisser’s 
story was published in the 
book “Not By the Sword” by 
Kathryn Watterson.

Weisser said in his 
prayer dedicating the win-
dows that they were for the 
congregation and from the 
congregation.

“May the light that 
shines through them in-
spire us to greater fidelity,” 
Weisser said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

New stained glass adorns one of Queens’ oldest temples

Rabbi Michael Weisser leads the congregation in prayer during the 
dedication of the Free Synagogue of Flushing’s new stained glass 
windows. Photo by Maria Lopez

Avella, Braunstein fi ght for MMA future in NY
BY RICH BOCKMANN

On the way to winning 
his Golden Gloves title ear-
lier this year, Julio Arce, 
then 21, fought through five 
rounds of boxing matches, 
including one at the Empire 
City Casino in Yonkers and 
a final match at Madison 
Square Garden.

Four months later, the 
trainer at the Tiger Schul-
mann’s mixed-martial arts 
school on Bell Boulevard 
in Bayside used a rear na-
ked choke hold to win the 
Hester MMA Fight League 
title at a bout in New Jer-
sey, which is one of 45 states 
that allows and regulates 
mixed-martial arts events.

The combat sport be-
came popular in the 1990s 
due in no small part to the 
violent reputation earned 
from its matches, in which 
fighters combine a number 
of fighting styles. MMA 
was banned in New York 
state in 1997, but since then 
it has gained a certain level 
of legitimacy, and support-

ers are now pushing to have 
it legalized in New York.

“I just think it’s sil-
ly,” said the 5-foot 8-inch, 
150-pound Arce. “If you’re 
allowed to box in New York, 
what’s wrong with letting 

MMA be a part of New York 
City?”

Ultimate Fighting 
Championship was formed 
in 1993 and today is the 
largest MMA promotion 
in the world. To date, the 

company has held 192 fight 
events, produced 14 seasons 
of a popular reality TV se-
ries and in August signed a 
seven-year broadcast deal 
with Fox Sports.

“MMA is one of the 

fastest-growing sports in 
the U.S. and one of the most 
popular in the world,” said 
Lorenzo Fertitta, chair-
man and CEO of Zuffa LLC, 
owner of UFC.

In November, Zuffa 
filed a lawsuit against state 
Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman in federal court, 
challenging the constitu-
tionality of the state’s ban 
on MMA before live audi-
ences.

“When we acquired 
the UFC, we went to great 
lengths to invite regula-
tion and adopt substantial 
safety measures,” Fertitta 
said. “Denying fighters 
the chance to exhibit their 
training and skills before a 
live audience and denying 
thousands of New Yorkers 
the ability to watch their 
favorite fighters perform 
live is not only an injustice 
to them, but to the local 
markets that would reap 
tremendous economic ben-
efits from hosting competi-
tions.”

State Assemblyman 

Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
is a co-sponsor on a piece of 
legislation that would lift 
the ban.

“The way I see it is 
this: We just did a check 
of the financials on how 
much money it could raise. 
It could add $23 million to 
businesses in New York 
state,” he said. “Other 
states are making jobs and 
money, why not bring it 
here?”

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) sponsored and 
voted for a companion bill 
that passed through the 
Senate last session.

“I came to the conclu-
sion that it’s something the 
state should allow,” he said. 
“It’s much more strictly 
regulated than it was in the 
beginning by the industry 
itself. This would put it un-
der the state Athletic Com-
mission.”

“It’s revenue-gener-
ating,” the senator added. 
“We do need to raise some 
revenue.”

Bayside mixed-martial arts trainer Julio Arce, who won the Golden Gloves boxing tournament earlier 
this year, thinks New York state should lift its ban on MMA.
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Fairway lends a hand with Macedonia food drive
BY RICH BOCKMANN

 
A Flushing church is get-

ting a little help from some of its 
neighbors to the northeast when 
it comes to feeding the city’s less 
fortunate.

Within the last week, the 
Community Church of Little Neck 
and the newly opened Douglaston 
Fairway donated a few hundred 
pounds of food to Macedonia AME 
Church, where every Wednes-
day hundreds of people line up 
around the block to receive some 
much-needed sustenance.

Catherine Williams, coordi-
nator of Macedonia’s food bank, 
said the church, at 37-22 Union 
St., normally receives donations 
through organizations such as 
City Harvest and the Food Bank 
of New York City, but when City 
Harvest  asked her if she could 
pick the food up herself, she drove 
the church’s van in the direction 
of the Queens-Nassau border and 
loaded it up with more than 600 
pounds of food.

Joan Toth, secretary at the 
Community Church of Little 

Neck, said she calls Williams ev-
ery time the church’s canned food 
drive collects 100 pounds worth of 
chow.

“We used to do it with City 
Harvest, but it’s getting harder for 
them to come out here,” she said, 
adding that the church’s parish 
has collected about 450 pounds of 
food for Macedonia since August. 
“They feel that they’re really 
helping out.”

A few days after picking up 
the contributions in Little Neck, 
Williams drove to the new Fair-
way, which she said donated about 
500 pounds of foodstuff.

“What happened is that they 
were telling me, ‘If you don’t 
give it away, we have to throw it 
away,’” she said.

The BJ’s Wholesale Club in 
College Point and PS 165 in Kew 
Gardens Hills also made dona-
tions to help feed the nearly 400 
people Williams said show up 
between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. every 
week.

“The way things happened 
lately with the economy, more 
people are losing their jobs,” she 

said. “We try to give them four, 
five or six cans of something 
fresh.”

According to a U.S. Census 
Bureau survey, in 2010 15 percent 
of Queens residents were living 
below the federal poverty level, 

up from 13 percent the previous 
year.

On Tuesday, Barbara Billups 
and Janice Devonish and a hand-
ful of volunteers packed up cans 
of sliced peaches and minestrone 
soup, rice, banana nut bars and 

canned chicken into individual 
plastic bags.

Williams said most of the 
people who show up for the food 
bank and the soup kitchen that 
the church operates on Sundays 
live within walking distance and 
are mostly Asian, Hispanic and 
black, many of whom are seniors 
who often have to choose between 
paying for their medications or 
food.

She said she even coordi-
nates special pick-ups for people 
who call from Manhattan re-
questing food  so that they do not 
have to wait in line.

“We see the same faces from 
week to week, and every week 
there’s one or two more,” she 
said. “Because of the change and 
the situation with money, people 
are not getting as much. People 
are losing their jobs and the food 
pantry really is a life-saver for a 
lot of people.”

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Volunteers fill bags with donated food items for Macedonia AME’s food bank. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann
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Helen Tzelios

After 35 years, 2011 will be Palace Diner’s last
BY JOE ANUTA

The Palace Diner, 
one of the last bastions 
of greasy-spoon fare in 
Queensboro Hill, will be 
closing Dec. 30 after nearly 
four decades of serving the 
community.

The Main Street in-
stitution, located off the 
Long Island Expressway, 
will soon become an up-
scale Chinese restaurant 
and will leave longtime 
patrons, politicians and 
civic associations without 
a hangout.

“It is a catastrophe 
for the community,” said 
Myra Baird Herce, past 
president of the Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce and 
a well-known leader in the 
community. “I never ever 
saw such a reaction from 
people.”

The diner at 60-15 
Main St. served as an acces-
sible, after-church brunch 
spot and ladies’ night out 

for the ageing population 
of Queensboro Hill, who 
stopped driving years ago, 
according to Baird Herce.

It also served as a meet-
ing place for political clubs, 
she said, and undoubtedly 
was a meeting place for 
countless, more surrepti-
tious political discussions.

Don Capalbi, presi-
dent of the Queensboro Hill 
Civic Association, held his 
monthly meetings there  
and was devastated by the 
imminent closure of the 
diner.

“It’s the last of the Mo-
hicans. The last one left,” 
he said. “Where do you go 
for breakfast now when you 
want bacon and eggs?”

Capalbi, too, lamented 
the diner’s key place in 
Queens politics. Earlier in 
the month the Democratic 
Club of Flushing met in 
the expansive diner’s back 
room.

But while the diner 
marks a milestone in the 

changing of Flushing from 
one generation to the next 
— it took the place of a su-
permarket 35 years ago 
— Baird Herce said that re-
membering the past fondly 

is not the same as clinging 
to it.

“It’s a sign of the times 
and communities evolve,” 
she said. “I try and tell peo-
ple you can’t hang on to a 
community.”

The owner, George 
Mantzikos, sounding de-
spondent on the phone, did 
not want to comment on the 
closing.

Baird Herce said she 
did not blame Mantzikos 
for shutting the restaurant. 
The diner had an unusu-
ally important role in civic 
life in the community, but 
it is ultimately a business 
decision, she conceded.

But she said that some 
of the wait staff were sur-
prised to learn their long-
time place of employment 
would suddenly be closed.

“They are absolutely 
knocked on their pins,” 
Baird Herce said.

She overheard one of 
the waitresses say she had 
worked at the storied eat-
ery for 22 years.

In addition to serv-
ing the standard diner 
fare of omelettes, burgers 
and French toast, the Pal-
ace Diner also had its own 
Greek twist, serving mous-
saka and baklava. Residents 
extolled the fare and spoke 
highly of Mantzikos, while 
online reviews pegged the 
food at average.

The Palace Diner will be shutting its doors for good Dec. 30. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

It’s the last of 
the Mohicans. 

The last one left.
Don Capalbi

Civic leader
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-Jeff Craig, SIXTY SECOND PREVIEW

                             “★★★★
   THE FEEL GREAT
        MOVIE OF THE
                HOLIDAYS.”

 “A WINNER!
 YOU’LL BE GLAD
 YOU CAME.”

 -Peter Travers
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expand, architect Christo-
pher Papa filed plans for 
the improved restaurant 
and catering hall with the 
city Department of Build-
ings. The plans were ul-
timately rejected, but the 
information supplied by 
the architect contradicted 
what Franco’s team said in 
public hearings. 

One of those docu-
ments showed the maxi-
mum capacity would in-
crease from 562 to 705.

But during a hearing 
by the Council Committee 
on Zoning and Franchises, 
Jessica Loeser, a lawyer 
representing Franco, said 
the new certificate of oc-
cupancy would not “come 
anywhere close” to exceed-
ing the 562 in the previous 
certificate, according to 
transcripts from the hear-
ing.

In addition, a lawyer 
for Franco had said the oc-
cupancy of the new restau-
rant would be around 300 
people when he presented 

the plans to Community 
Board 7, according to min-
utes from the meeting. 
Franco’s representatives 
told the City Planning 
Department the capacity 
would remain unchanged 
at about 300 people, accord-
ing to a report.

Franco and a lawyer 
who represented him, Steve 
Sinacori, both declined to 
be interviewed. Papa, the 
architect, did not return 
repeated requests for com-
ment.

City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
said the plan is not a per-
fect one, but it could help 
the blighted block. The 
maximum occupancy in 
the plans does not neces-
sarily mean that Franco 
would want to cram 700 
people into the restaurant, 
he said.

According to state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
, who opposed the plan, 
Franco may or may not 
use the whole capacity. But 
nothing would be legally 

stopping him or anyone 
else who bought the prop-
erty from doing so if the 
plans had been approved, 
he said.

Other people famil-
iar with the development 
doubted the structure could 
physically hold that many 
people.

The inconsistencies do 
not represent any illegality, 
Nevertheless, Brian Garry, 
who lives next door, said it 
shows how Franco pulled 

a fast one on the neighbor-
hood.

In another inconsis-
tency, Garry did not want 
his home and property to be 
commercially zoned along 
with the restaurant.

But in-between the 
final public hearing and 
the final vote, the commer-
cial overlay was extended 
to include a 5-foot strip of 
Garry’s property along the 
border of the White House 
without an explanation.

Garry said it was 
zoned that way to circum-
vent a requirement of an  
8-foot buffer between a resi-
dential property and a com-
mercial property. This was 
confirmed by a spokesman 
for Halloran.

Buildings ultimately 
rejected Franco’s plans 
in August because they 
were missing a substantial 
amount of information.
Franco did not show how 
he would provide adequate 

parking for the restaurant, 
according to Buildings.

In the presentations 
made by Franco and his 
team, he had said he would 
create 110 parking spaces 
using an underground 
garage in another lot he 
owned behind the restau-
rant.

No plans were submit-
ted to Buildings for that 
parking garage, the depart-
ment said.

Franco also had said 
he would give up a cabaret 
license for the establish-
ment. The city Department 
of Consumer Affairs could 
not locate a license for the 
White House at all. The last 
cabaret license at that ad-
dress was for Moana Kai, 
which predated the White 
House, and expired in 1990.

Franco now plans to 
scale back the renovation 
and not add the expansive 
second floor that caused the 
uproar in the first place, ac-
cording to Halloran.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

White House

The owner of the White House restaurant planned an expansion after the eatery was rezoned for 
commercial use earlier this year.

Gene Brennan, a re-
tired NYPD detective with 
20 years on the force, for-
mer member of Community 
Board 7 and longtime com-
munity activist, died Mon-
day afternoon, his family 
said.

Brennan had suffered 
from emphysema, his fam-
ily said.

A wake was set to be 

held Wednesday and Thurs-
day from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Glea-
son Funeral Home, at 10-25 
150th St. in Whitestone.

Brennan’s funeral is 
scheduled for 9:45 a.m. Fri-
day at St. Luke’s Roman 
Catholic Church, at 16-34 
Clintonville St. in Whites-
tone.

HOLIDAY HARMONIES
Members of the Oratorio Society of Queens take the stage on the Queensborough Performing Arts Center in Bayside for their 
annual holiday concert, commemorating the organization’s 85th anniversary. See more photos at timesledger.com. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Community activist 
Gene Brennan dies

State Assemblyman 
William Scarborough, 
honorary chairman of the 
Million Fathers Club, will 
host his annual Christmas 
party and toy give-away to 
make Christmas a merry 
one for hundreds of foster 
care and shelter children.

The party is co-hosted 
by Occasions Banquet and 

Catering Hall and Lady 
Doves Self Enrichment Or-
ganization.

We are asking for do-
nations of unwrapped toys 
to be dropped off at Scar-
borough’s district office at 
129-31A Merrick Blvd.

For more information, 
please call 718-723-5412.

Scarborough holds 
annual toy drive
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Transfer Station in College 
Point and its effects on the 
airport.

Earlier this month, 
Randy Babbit, head of the 
FAA, resigned after he was 
arrested and charged with 
drunk driving. His sec-
ond-in-command, Michael 
Huerta, took the helm, 
which the group said could 
bode well for their cause.

“What I hope will hap-
pen is that the FAA will 
look at this with a new set 
of eyes,” said Ken Paskar, 
president of Friends of La-
Guardia Airport.

Paskar maintains that 
the station — where trash 
from the borough will be 
collected and then floated 
out on a barge before be-
ing transferred again to 
a train — is a hazard and 
money-draining measure 
for LaGuardia Airport. 
The station lies directly in 
the flight path of one of the 
runways at the airport and 
sits less than a half mile 
away.

If the station is built, 
Paskar is worried that 
birds will be attracted to 
the garbage and present a 
risk for planes departing 
and landing.

In January 2009, Can-
ada geese were blamed for 
bringing down US Airways 
Flight 1549 on the Hudson 
River in what was dubbed 
the “Miracle on the Hud-
son,” since all 155 passen-
gers lived.

But the city has long 
maintained that the facility 
will not increase the bird 
population.

Nevertheless, Paskar 
hopes the issue will be re-
examined now.

U.S. Reps. Gary Ack-
erman (D-Bayside) and Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Woodside) 
had sent a letter to the 
FAA in August urging the 
administration to take a 
second look at bird strikes 
and the fact that the College 
Point facility was given the 
go-ahead.

But in a Nov. 18 re-
sponse, Babbit reiterated 
that the FAA already rec-
ommended some modifica-
tions to the station, though 
beyond that could not 

comment on the situation, 
since the transfer station 
is the subject of a lawsuit, 
which was filed by Paskar’s 
group.

Ackerman conceded 
that Babbit might not have 
been able to comment, but 
he took issue with the for-
mer FAA head’s position 
that the facility lies a safe 
distance from the runway.

Ackerman, along with 
Paskar,  said that Delta Air-
lines’ announcement Fri-
day of its plans for exactly 
how it will increase service 
at LaGuardia.

The airline said it will 
be adding an additional 
100 new flights and 29 new 
destinations, according to 
Delta.

In addition, the group 
is planning a $100 million 
addition to its terminal at 
LaGuardia, all of which 
could increase plane traffic 
at the airport, according to 
Paskar.

“It certainly has an 
impact on the Delta expan-
sion,” he said.

But TDC has not yet 
amended its certificate 
of occupancy with Build-
ings, according to a Build-
ings spokeswoman, and 
the developer could face 
fines from the Environ-
mental Control Board, a 
city agency that dishes out 
violations for building and 
environmental-related of-
fences.

Meyer said the issue is 
also a result of bad timing 
and the need for off-street 
parking in the bustling 
downtown area.

Flushing Mall was 
supposed to be torn down 
and turned into a parking 
lot for yet another of TDC’s 
projects, an $850 million 
mixed-use project called 
Flushing Commons that is 
proposed to take the place 
of Municipal Lot 1 between 
37th and 39th avenues be-
tween 138th and Union 
streets.

When Flushing Com-

mons breaks ground, elimi-
nating hundreds of parking 
spaces, TDC will raze the 
mall to make up for the lost 
parking.

But TDC has not bro-
ken ground on Flushing 
Commons, and Meyer said 
the project has been delayed 
due to lack of funding.

Because of that delay, 
Flushing Mall is still stand-
ing, along with its certifi-
cate of occupancy.

Continued from Page 2

Mall
Continued from Page 1

LGA

Mayor says Cuomo will approve livery cab pickups

After months of wran-
gling, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced 
Tuesday the city and state 
officials had come to an 
agreement over a conten-
tious plan to allow livery 
cabs to pick up street hails 
in the outer boroughs and 
Upper Manhattan.

The agreement came 
shortly before Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s Wednesday dead-
line to sign or veto the bill. 

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone), who voted 
against the plan, said the 
governor has 10 days to 
sign or veto a bill after it 
is delivered to him. While 
the plan was passed by the 
state Legislature in July, it 
was near the end of the Leg-
islature’s session.

The state Assembly 
held on to the bill and deliv-
ered it to him Dec. 12.

The plan will create 

30,000 permits for livery 
cabs that can take street 
hails.  As part of the agree-
ment, 2,000 new yellow taxi 
medallions, all of which 
will be for handicapped-
accessible vehicles, will be 
sold. Originally the plan 
called for creating 1,500 
new taxi medallions, only 
some of which would have 
been handicapped-accessi-
ble.
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We use and recommend
Repêchage skin care products

33-19 Francis Lewis Blvd., Bayside  
718.539-0102

Mon.-Sun. 10am to 7:30pm

 Herbal  Facials

   Make-Up
Threading

Experience Exotic Beauty at...Experience Exotic Beauty at...

Holiday Specials
$15 OFF

Repêchage Facials

Herbal Facials
2 for $65

Come with a friend

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

569 Plandome Rd. Manhasset, NY 11030 • (516) 365-9591

Licensed & Bonded | Open Tuesday - Saturday 10
am

-6
pm

We pay for:

Gold & Silver Coins

Diamonds of any Shape and Size

Gold Watches, Signed Jewelry, 

14K, 18K, Platinum Jewelry, 

Antique, Estate, Costume Jewelry, 

Sterling Silver Flatware, 

Writing Instruments, 

Scrap Gold

www.ligoldbuyer.com

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
The carousel in For-

est Park has been shut for 
three years, but that may 
change soon after the city 
Parks Department an-
nounced last week it is re-
questing proposals for bids 
on the historic structure.

Those interested in the 
Forest Park carousel will 
also have to submit bids to 
take over operations of the 
carousel at Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, whose 
contract expires in April.

“Taking the family on 
a carousel ride in a park is 
a treasured New York City 
experience,” said Parks 
Commissioner Adrian Be-
nepe. “We hope to receive 
proposals from companies 
with strong backgrounds 
in developing, operating 
and maintaining carousels 
and amusement venues so 
that the carousels at Forest 
Park and Flushing Mead-

ows Corona Park can con-
tinue to delight New York-
ers for many generations to 
come.”

Ed Wendell, president 
of the Woodhaven Block 
Association, said he was 
hoping someone would be 
interested in operating 
and maintaining the For-
est Park carousel, which is 
near Strack.

“The carousel’s been 
an important issue to us 
for the last couple of years 
ever since we heard that it 
wasn’t going to open in the 
summer of 2009,” he said.

New York One LLC 
is the vendor of the Flush-
ing Meadows carousel and 
subcontracts the attrac-
tion to Sal Napolitano, who 
was turned down by Parks 
to operate the Forest Park 
carousel even though the 
agency lists Napolitano as 
a “carousel expert” on its 
website.

“There’s not many of 

those around,” Wendell 
said. “I’m hoping [Napoli-
tano will] come back. I’m 
hoping he’ll be there and 
resubmit his proposal.”

The Forest Park Car-
ousel holds some of the last 
surviving creations of mas-
ter woodcarver Daniel Carl 
Muller, Parks said.

Muller crafted figures 
for 12 carousels in his life-
time and the Forest Park 
carousel is one of only two 
that remain.

The Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park Carousel 
is one of the city’s four vin-
tage carousels, Parks said.

That carousel is a 
combination of two earlier 
Coney Island carousels, the 
Feltman Carousel, which 
was constructed around 
1903, and the Stubbman 
Carousel, which opened 
around five years after the 
Feltman Carousel. 

City seeks operators for carousels 
in Forest, Flushing Mdws. parks
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*Spend $50 or more pre-tax at a participating retailer, or spend $50 or more pre-tax and pre-tip at a participating restaurant. **Only printed, dated, original register receipt for 
purchases made between Thursday, November 24, 2011 and Friday, December 23, 2011 are eligible. Minimum $50 purchase must appear on one receipt. ***Limit one pair of tickets 
per household. Tickets are selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. Tickets are valued at up to $220 per pair, and will be mailed by January 27, 2012.

Every Shopper Gets FREE Show or Sports Tickets...
Just For Sending In Your Receipt!

1. Spend at least $50 at any of 
   the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
   retailers or restaurants listed 
   on the page at right.* 

2. Fill out the coupon on the 
   following page and attach 
   your original, dated, printed 
   register receipt.**

3. Mail the coupon and receipt
   in to us by December 28, 2011 
   to receive

  YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO 

  AN EVENT LISTED HERE!***

How To Get Your Free Tickets

SistasTheMusical.comLoveLossOnstage.comMySinatra.com

StompOnline.com Islanders.NHL.com VocaPeopleNYC.com GazillionBubbleShow.com
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ATTACH YOUR ORIGINAL PRINTED AND DATED REGISTER RECEIPT FOR A MINIMUM OF $50 AND MAIL TO: CNG SHOP-N-GO / 
1 MetroTech North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201. Mailed coupons must be postmarked by 12/28/11 and received by 1:00 pm on 
1/4/12. Limit one complimentary pair of tickets per household. Tickets selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while 
supplies last. Open to legal residents of the state of New York, age 18 or older. Void where prohibited. Receipt must be attached 
to original newspaper coupon to be eligible for promotion (no reproductions). Keep a copy of your receipt for your records.
       Yes. I want to receive messages from the Community Newspaper Group (CNG) and its business partners about their 
products, services and future promotions. I understand that my personal information may be shared with business partners 
of CNG for this purpose. Communications on privacy policy should be addressed to:  
Privacy Officer, CNG/New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY  10036.

FIRST NAME, LAST NAME.............................................................................................
ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................
APT, CITY, STATE, ZIP......................................................................................................
DAYTIME PHONE..............................................................................................................
EVENING PHONE..............................................................................................................
E-MAIL ADDRESS.............................................................................................................
.BIRTHDATE (MM/DD/YYYY)............................................................................................
IN WHICH CNG PUBLICATION DID YOU SEE THIS AD?.........................................................
TO WHICH RETAILER/RESTAURANT DID YOU GO?..............................................................
PICK YOUR TICKETS
1ST CHOICE........................    2ND CHOICE........................    3RD CHOICE........................
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BRONX
900 Park
900 Morris Park Ave
Bronx NY 10462
718-892-3830

Barinos Market 
3244 Ampere Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-828-9200

Big Three Wines
and Liquors
3824 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-824-9390

Caputo Jewelry
900 Morris Park Ave.
Bronx NY 10462
718-829-5815

Cestra Pizza
3617 E. Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10465
718-518-7900

Conti’s Bakery
786 Morris Park Ave.
Bronx NY 10462
718-239-9339

Crosby Pet Center
1626 Crosby Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-822-6900

Crosstown Diner
2880 Bruckner Boulevard
Bronx, NY 10465
718-597-3450

Fiorino Jewelry
1978 Williamsbridge Rd.
Bronx NY 10461
212-840-7520

La Salle Bakery
3139 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-823-4218

LJI Jewelry
3021 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-931-1932

Papa John’s Pizza
(E. Tremont Avenue 
Location Only)
3361 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-518-PAPA

Security Drugs
3419 Boston Road
Bronx, NY 10469
718-654-6974

Silberman Army & Navy
1847 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10472
718-792-7421

Spotos
4005 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-828-5613

Tosca Marquis
4038 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-239-3300 

Wicked Wolf
4029 East Trenont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-829-4400

QUEENS
3D Furniture
17816 104th Ave
Jamaica, NY 11433
(718) 657-7828

Aunt Bella’s 
Restaurant
46-19 Marathon Parkway
Little Neck, NY 11362
718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Baby Ray’s Steak & 
Seafood Grill 
13-46 127TH Street
College Point, NY  11356
(917) 563-5352

Bel Mondo 
Restaurant
79-32 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village 11379
718-894-1020, 718-894-1024
www.Belmondorestaurant.com

Bourbon Street Cafe
40-12 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside , NY 11361
718-224-2200
Facebook, Twitter

Cascon Baking 
Company
7-04 149th Street
Whitestone, NY  11357
(718) 767-5700
www.casconcheesecake.com

Courts Caribbean
Electronics, Appliances 
& Furniture
89-56 165th Street
Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 291-1333
www.courtscaribbean.com

Elegant Jewelry
45-31B Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY  11360
(718) 225-5000
www.elegantjewelryny.com

Giardino 
Restaurant
44-37 Douglaston Parkway
Douglaston, NY 11363
718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

House Of Holidays
90-02 Atlantic Avenue
Ozone Park N.Y. 11416
718-848-8882
718-3220737
www.houseofholidaysny.com

Leiser’s Liquors
41-30 162nd Street
Flushing, NY  11358
(718) 359-3106
www.leisersliquors.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Express-

way
Bayside, NY  11364
(718) 224-2536
www.litalianotrattoriany.com

Maria’s Seafood & Grill
38-11 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 279-1606
www.mariasonbell.com

OKG Jewelry
248-25  Northern Bouleavrd
LITTLE NECK, NY 11362
718-423-2526
Little Neck Plaza 
Shopping Center

Universal Electronics
170-08 Jamaica Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11432
(718)725-1335

NASSAU
Bob’s Restaurant
230 Jericho Turnpike 
Floral Park, NY 11001
516-354-8185
bob@bobsny.com

Joseph Anthony’s 

Fine Jewelry
569 Plandome Road
Manhasset, NY  11030
www.ligoldbuyer.com

Official Participating BRONX & QUEENS Retailers & Restaurants

For a complete list of official participants, including Brooklyn, 
visit www.bxtimes.com/shopngo

or www.timesledger.com/shopngo

Look for advertising from our 
participating retailers and restaurants 

in your local CNG Newspapers

B R O N X TimesReporter
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24 Turner opens district offi ce in Middle Village
BY REBECCA HENELY

After spending his first few 
months as a congressman in the 
Kew Gardens office of former seat 
holder Anthony Weiner, U.S. Rep. 
Bob Turner (R-Middle Village) 
cut the ribbon on his long-prom-
ised new digs Sunday.

“There’s a lot of work to be 
done here,” Turner said. “There’s 
been a big gap in our constituent 
services because of the special 
election.”

Turner won New York’s 9th 
District seat in a special election 
last September after Weiner re-
signed amid a sexting scandal in 
June. Turner’s win over state As-
semblyman David Weprin (D-Lit-
tle Neck) was seen as an upset in 
a district that elected Democratic 
representatives for 90 years.

The new office is at 80-20A 
Eliot Ave. in Middle Village and 
has been operating for about two 
weeks. Turner, who was joined by 
about 40 supporters at the ribbon-
cutting, said he is temporarily 
housing his entire staff in this 
office, although he will be open-

ing another in Brooklyn in Feb-
ruary.

“The one that we inherited 
was a little too expensive, and I 
would have rather hired more 
staffers to do outreach,” Turner 
said.

Turner’s district includes 

Middle Village, Kew Gardens, 
Forest Hills, Maspeth, Ridgewood, 
Ozone Park, Rego Park, Howard 
Beach, Glendale, Fresh Meadows, 
Oakland Gardens, Rockaway 
Beach and Woodhaven, as well as 
neighborhoods in Brooklyn.

The district is so sprawling 

that the two Republican coun-
cilmen who came out to support 
him at the ribbon cutting — Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) and Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) — have 
district lines that overlap with 
his despite their districts being 
practically on opposite sides of 
Queens.

“It’s a very good central loca-
tion and it’s convenient,” Turner 
said of the Middle Village office, 
“And the rent is good.”

Former Republican state 
Sen. Serphin Maltese said he ap-
proved of the new office because 
he lives 12 blocks away.

“He’s across from the best 
deli,” Maltese said, referring to 
Andy’s Delicatessen, at 82-17 Eliot 
Ave.

Maltese said he and Turner 
were both veterans of the U.S. 
Army, and he thinks Turner will 
support veterans.

Halloran praised Turner, a 
former television executive, for 
his business acumen. He also 
touted the coalition Turner was 
able to build. Turner drew the 
support of the typically Demo-

cratic-leaning Jews in his district 
as well as earned the endorsement 
of former Mayor Ed Koch.

“We wish we could get so 
many people on board as Bob is 
able to do,” he said.

One constituent, Walter Con-
nolly, who comes from Breezy 
Point, where Turner lives, said 
the location of his new office was 
not a great concern for him.

“I’m glad to be here at the 
opening,” Connolly said.

Reach reporter Rebecca Hene-
ly by e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4564.

City Councilmen Dan Halloran (l.-r.) and Eric Ulrich attend the opening of U.S. 
Rep. Bob Turner’s Middle Village office. Turner’s wife Peg applauds. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

He’s across 
from Andy’s 

Delicatessen — the 
best deli.”

Sephin Maltese

1/15/12

Helen Tzelios
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Buy local.

New York City’s Freshest Milk.
From New York City’s Only Dairy.

Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations
of New Yorkers the freshest milk in 
the city. Every day, we transport milk
direct from upstate, family dairy farms 
to our plant in Queens. We pasteurize 
the milk, package it, and deliver it your  
neighborhood grocer within 48 hours. 
That’s fresh!

When you choose milk from 
Elmhurst Dairy, you’re getting a quality 
product from New York City’s only 
remaining dairy – and you’re supporting 
a family�owned business that provides 
hundreds of jobs right here in our community.

Buy local. Look for Elmhurst Dairy
milk at your grocery store.

718�526�3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

122-16 15th Ave. College Point NY 11356
(718) 321-0980 F: (718) 321-0981

www.rctperformance.com

Mention this 
ad to receive a 

$20.00
Discount on your
wheel alignment!!!

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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DELTA .COM/NYFARES

TWICE THE DESTINATIONS.
A FRACTION OF THE PRICE.

Buffalo, NY 1 $49
Burlington, VT 1 $49
Rochester, NY 1 $49
Syracuse, NY 1 $49
Philadelphia, PA 2 $59
Washington-Dulles, DC 2 $69
Charlotte, NC 2 $79
Cleveland, OH 2 $79
Manchester, NH 1 $79

Pittsburgh, PA 2 $79
Milwaukee, WI 2 $89
Charlottesville, VA 2 $99
Dayton, OH 1 $99
Denver, CO 2 $99
Greensboro, NC 1 $99
Louisville, KY 1 $99
Miami, FL 1 $99
Montreal, Quebec 2 $99

Myrtle Beach, SC 2 $99
Ottawa, Ontario 2 $99
Roanoke, VA 2 $99
Wilmington, NC 2 $99
Houston-Bush, TX 2 $109
Norfolk, VA 1 $119
Richmond, VA 1 $119
Dallas-Fort Worth, TX 1 $139

 A portion of travel for some itineraries may be on the Delta Connection® carriers: Atlantic Southeast Airlines, Chautauqua, Comair, Compass Airlines, GoJet Airlines, Mesaba, Pinnacle Airlines, Shuttle America dba Delta Shuttle, and SkyWest.

*Terms and Conditions:   Fares shown available at delta.com. Tickets cost $25 more if purchased from Delta over the phone, $35 more at a Delta ticket counter or ticket offi ce, and these amounts are nonrefundable. Tickets are non-transferable. Seats are limited. 
Tickets: Tickets must be purchased no later than January 5, 2012. Travel Period: For travel to/from Charlotte, NC, Charlottesville, VA, Cleveland, OH, Denver, CO, Houston, TX, Milwaukee, WI, Myrtle Beach, SC, Philadelphia, PA, Pittsburgh, PA, Roanoke, VA, 
Washington, DC, Wilmington, NC, Montreal, QC, Canada, and Ottawa, ON, Canada, travel may begin on or after July 11, 2012. All other travel may begin on or after March 25, 2012. Travel must be completed by September 30, 2012. Blackout Dates: For travel 
to/from Florida, March 25, 30-31, April 1, 6-8, 13-15, 2012. Fare Validity: Fares are valid in the Economy (Coach) cabin on nonstop Delta/Delta Connection carrier fl ights only. Cancellations/Refunds/Changes: Tickets are nonrefundable except in accordance 
with Delta’s cancellation policy. Fees may apply for downgrades/reissues and itinerary changes. Contact a Delta agent or visit delta.com for details. Taxes/Fees:  Federal Excise tax of $3.70, Passenger Facility Charge(s) of up to $4.50, and the September 11th 
Security Fee of up to $2.50 for each fl ight segment are not included. International fares do not include U.S. International Air Transportation Tax of up to $32.60 and U.S. and foreign user, inspection, security or other similarly based charges, fees or taxes of 
up to $349, depending on itinerary. Taxes and fees must be paid when the ticket is purchased. Baggage Charges: For travel between/within the United States/Canada, $25 USD/CAD* fee for fi rst checked bag, $35 USD/CAD fee for second checked bag, and 
$125 USD/CAD* fee for third checked bag. Allowances subject to size/weight limits. Contact a Delta agent or visit delta.com for additional details. *Fees are CAD exit Canada. Miscellaneous: Fares, taxes, fees, rules, and offers are subject to change without 
notice. Other restrictions may apply. ©2011 Delta Air Lines, Inc.

Sample each-way fares* based on a round-trip purchase:

Additional taxes/fees/restrictions/baggage charges may apply.
Tickets must be purchased by January 5, 2012. Some blackout dates apply.
1: Service begins March 25, 2012
2: Service begins July 11, 2012

WE’RE DOUBLING OUR PRESENCE—FOR MORE
FLIGHTS FROM LGA THAN ANY OTHER AIRLINE.

F R O M L AG UA R D I A :
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The Better Way!

Better Price!
Better Selection!
Better Service!

Limited Supply Of 2011 Cadillac, Buick & GMC Models Available At Incredible Savings!
Plus, Ask About 0% Financing For 72 Months.†† Hurry, Sale Ends Soon!

720NorthernBlvd,Great Neck
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

North Bay Cadillac Celebrates Its 5th Consecutive Year
as New York State’s Largest Cadillac Dealer!

All offers, add tax & reg. fees, Based on tier one credit. Primary lender approval. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear. Lacrosse/Acadia, $995 down, $695 bank fee & $395 termination fee. Acadia Residual $18,405.90, Lacrosse -$13,921.60. No security deposit required. 12k miles per yr.,18c
thereafter. Customer Cash Rebate & Lease Conquest ( Must be a non GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) : Lacrosse $6,550 & Acadia $4,075 included in advertised prices. Primary lender approval, Add tax & reg fees, plus CTS ( Ally Bank ) $1,890 down / SRX ( GM Financial
) $1,690 down, bank fee included, SRX $350 termination fee, CTS $0 termination fee, CTS 10K / SRK 12k miles per yr. 30c thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. Residual Value ( CTS $20,976.80 & SRX $23,948.10 ) . Customer Cash Rebate & Lease Conquest ( Must be
a non GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) : CTS $7,100 & SRX $3,225 ( +$2,500 additional on residual for buy out ) included in advertised prices.†† Must have excellent credit, in lieu of rebates. Best Price: Based on primary lender approval. In stock vehicles. Model for
model, option for option. Must present bonafide written order from authorized new car competitor. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 12-31-11.

BUICK

No1st Payment&NoSecurityOnBuickGMCLeases!

CadillacCelebrates It̓ s NewEdition...

BUICK

Acadias&Terrains
In Stock

For Immediate
Delivery,

ThisWeekend!

in Great Neck!

“You Don’t Have To
Pay More... To Shop In Great Neck!”

in Great Neck!

2012 GMC
ACADIA AWD SL
Remote vehicle starter,
Leather steering wheel
with controls, Bluetooth
and much more!
MSRP $36,090

LEASE FOR

$289
*

per month 39 months

2012 BUICK
LACROSSE
Convenience Group
With “E Assist”
A Class Leading 36 MPG
Highway, Auto Transmission,
Rear Airbags And More!
MSRP $31,640
LEASE FOR

$259
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC
CTS AWD

6 Speed Automatic, 1yr. Onstar,
Turn By Turn Navigation MSRP $40,340

LEASE FOR

$289
*

per month 36 months

2012 CADILLAC
SRX FWD

3.6L V6 Improved Horsepower and
Gas Mileage! 6 Speed Automatic, 1yr.

Onstar, Turn By
Turn Navigation
MSRP $40,940
LEASE FOR

$349
*

per month 36 months

LUXURY EDITION

2011-2012CadillacModels IncludeComplimentaryCadillac PremiumCareMaintenance.
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Holiday Displays Twinkle Around Queens
(Clockwise from top) Decorations are set up in a driveway on 28th Street near Ditmars Boulevard in Astoria; a snowman sits on a 
balcony at 103rd Avenue and 133rd Street in Richmond Hill; a Nativity scene is placed at 160th Street and 91st Avenue in Howard 
Beach; bushes are covered with lights at Springfield Boulevard and Merrick Boulevard in Queens Village; a lawn is filled with holi-
day decorations on 122nd Street in South Ozone Park; a polar bear peers at visitors to 214th Street and 56th Avenue in Bayside; 
and tiny Santas sit between penguins at Albert Road and Whitelaw Street in Ozone Park. Photos by Christina Santucci



BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Jenny Limberg-Durkin’s Advanced 
Placement art students at The Mary 
Louis Academy in Jamaica Estates were 
given an unusual assignment back in 
September. Each student was asked to 
reach into a hat and take out a piece of 
paper describing a segment from a new 
children’s book, written by Rita Piro, the 
head of the school’s foreign language de-
partment. 

“‘The Best Christmas Present Ever’ 
was originally going to be published 
as part of a Christmas collection, but 
I wanted to do something bigger with 
it,” said Piro. So she approached the art 
teacher, and they decided that the girls 
would each illustrate a portion of the 
story, using their imagination — as well 
as watercolors, pastels and charcoal pen-
cils. The book was released Nov. 15.

When their project was completed 
almost three weeks later, 13 talented se-
niors at this all-girls Catholic high school 
would become published artists.

A Mary Louis graduate, Piro, 44, 
has been teaching there for 20 years. Her 
book is in a sense, her Christmas gift to 

the school she loves, as all proceeds will 
go to the 75-year-old private academy, 
which does not receiving public funding.

This unique Christmas story is told 
in the first person and takes place in 
Queens Village, where the author grew 
up and still lives now. Sts. Joachim and 
Ann School and Church, which are still 
standing today, are mentioned, as well 
as a few other familiar neighborhood 
streets and sites.

“I wrote an inspirational reflection 
recounting the events of the last Christ-
mas I spent with my maternal grand-
mother, when I was 7,” said Piro, who 
spent a month home sick after Thanks-
giving that year beside her beloved Ital-
ian grandmother, who was terminally 
ill. She died shortly after that sad Christ-
mas. “Much later in life, I realized that 
the best Christmas present I had ever re-
ceived had been the gift of time that the 
two of us were able to share together.

“The story is moving, but the art-

work is dynamic and exciting — the il-
lustrations make the book,” said Piro. 
“TMLA’s art students are phenomenal-
ly talented.”

Camille Gregory, 17, of Jackson 
Heights said, “I still can’t believe my 
piece was chosen for the cover. This 
is a very exciting time in our lives — 
seniors in high school — and we’re 
published!”

Lisa Krulasik, 17, of Glendale 
has decided to pursue illustration in 
college: “I feel this gave me a jump-
start.”  And Julia Szaniawska, 17, of 
Middle Village was thrilled to see two 
of her pieces published: “My mom wants 
to send copies back to our family in Po-
land.”

“When Mrs. Durkin read us the 
story in September, I couldn’t imagine 
that it would all come together. The book 
looks amazing,” said Ashlyn Salig, 17, 
from Maspeth.

“Christmas is a time for slowing 

down — a time to just be nice to people. 
I love winter and the Christmas sea-
son, and as cheesy as it sounds, I look 
forward to singing Christmas carols in 
the snow, then coming in for hot cocoa,” 
said 17-year-old Tanya Caldas of Ozone 
Park. “Have you ever just stopped and 
looked up at the scene around you when 

Continued on Page 31

ts down a time to just be nice to people
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Arts & Entertainment 31-38 

The Mary Louis Academy students from 
Jenny Limberg-Durkin’s advanced art 
class who participated in illustrating 
“The Best Christmas Present Ever,” 
authored by the head of TMLA’s foreign 
language department, Rita E. Piro. 

Photo by Rita Piro
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Answers in Sports

BY ARLENE MCKANIC

We know the story 
of “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 
George Bailey, the mensch 
from Bedford Falls, comes 
on some hard financial 
times and decides to end 
it all when a Level 2 angel 
named Clarence is sent to 
let him know what a won-
derful life he’s had. In the 
movie he’s played by Jimmy 
Stewart, with his Every-
man charm and peculiarly 
American verve. In the 
Queen Theatre’s delightful 
radio play version, he’s por-
trayed on the broadcastby 
Jake Laurents, acted by the 
very good Duke Lafoon.

It’s a nice little con-
ceit to have a radio play 
based on a film based on a 

short story performed on 
a stage, but here it works. 
This is thanks to director 
and Queens Theatre direc-
tor Ray Cullom, playwright 
Joe Landry and the stellar 
cast, who with the excep-
tion of Lafoon and Sarah 
Stevens, play actors voicing 
several parts, from little 
Zuzu to the miserable, rot-
ten old creep Mr. Potter. 

Stevens plays the eager 
Sally Applewhite, who voic-
es Mary Hatch, George’s 
wife. Tim Jerome plays 
Freddie Fillmore, the an-
nouncer of sonorous voice, 
who also voices Potter, Er-
nie and a few other people. 
Erin Maguire plays Lana 
Sherwood, who voices the 
sultry Violet Bick, George’s 
mother and Joseph, Clar-

ence’s supervising angel. 
James Barry plays Harry 
“Jazzbo” Heywood, who 
voices both the confident 
Harry Bailey and the be-
fuddled and sweet-natured 
Clarence. Alex Mandell 
rounds out the cast as the 
unnamed Foley artist who 
handles the sound effects, 
with some help from the 
brilliant sound designer 
Joshua D. Reid. Cullom’s 

cast not only makes the 
characters of “It’s a Won-
derful Life” come alive, but 
they make the characters 
who play the characters 
come alive as well.

The play is set during 
Christmas of 1946 in “the 
auditorium of Studio A at 
WQTR in New York City.” 
Michael Hetzer’s set is 
magical, with lighted signs 
above everything that read 
“On Air” and “Applause.” 
When the “Applause” sign 
lights up, we in the audi-
ence happily obey. There’s 
a sparkling little Christ-
mas tree stage right and 
the back of the stage is full 
of stuff for sound effects, 
like a wind machine and 
clodhoppers and other ordi-
nary things that make ex-

traordinary noises. Reuben 
Rosenthal makes great use 
of the lighting in Queens 
Theatre’s main stage and 
is adept at both bathing the 
stage in a cheery holiday 
glow and plunging it into 
darkness during the depths 
of George Bailey’s despair. 
Sydney Maresca’s cos-
tumes are era-perfect, es-
pecially that little hat worn 
by Sarah Stevens’ Sally and 
her long-waisted, full-skirt-
ed dress with the dusting of 
sequins on the collar.

The Queens Theatre’s 

“It’s A Wonderful Life” is at 
least as much fun as Frank 
Capra’s iconic movie. It will 
be up till Dec. 24.

IF YOU GO

It’s a Wonderful Life: A 
Live Radio Play
Queens Theatre
14 United Nations Ave. 
South
Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park
Corona, NY 11368

‘It’s a Wonderful Life:’ Radio play fun in Corona

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

The play is at
least as fun as 
Frank Capra’s
iconic movie.

Follow us on Facebook:

facebook.com/timesledger
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STAGE 

Christmas Eve
“Feast of the Seven Fishes”

Prix Fixe Menu- $49pp

á la carte specials 

also available

New Year’s Eve
“Welcome 2012”

Holiday Party seating at 9pm

Prix Fixe Menu- $52pp

á la carte menu seating until 7pm

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363
www.giardinos.com

it snows? It’s magical. Even bus stops can 
be beautiful.”

Durkin couldn’t have been more excit-
ed to have her talented students involved in 
the project.

“I was over the moon when Rita told 
me about this idea. What a tremendous op-
portunity for the girls. They work so hard 
and it’s so nice for their talents to be recog-
nized by the outside community,” Durkin 
said proudly. “We’re so blessed to have such 
an intense art program here that would al-
low the girls the needed time and materials 
to accomplish such a task.

“The book talks about a tender, loving 
relationship between a grandmother and 
grandchild; about the beauty of appreciat-

ing the simpler things in life. It’s a com-
plete honor to be a part of such a wonderful 
project.”

Piro said, “The message is simply that 
the greatest gift we can give each other is 
time spent together, doing things full of 
great love.”

Piro is also the author of  “Judy Gar-
land: The Golden Years” and “Elizabeth 
Montgomery: A Bewitching Life.”

“The Best Christmas Present Ever” 
can be ordered through the school with a 
donation. And after Dec. 22 it will be avail-
able in retail stores and on Amazon.com.

 
The Mary Louis Academy
176-21 Wexford Terrace
Jamaica Estates, NY 11432
Phone: (718) 297-2120

Continued from Page 29

It’s a Wonderful Life - The 
Live Radio Play —  Celebrate 
the season with the 
heartwarming holiday classic 
re-imagined as a live 1940s 
radio broadcast. A cast of fi ve 
actors bring George Bailey and 
the townspeople of Bedford 
Falls to life, playing dozens 
of different characters and 
performing all the sound 
effects, just as they did during 
the golden age of radio. Don’t 
miss this special holiday event 
the Chicago Tribune called “The 

best holiday choice around!”
When: Through Dec. 24
Cost: $39-$44 
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 

Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Sterling Glen of Great 
Neck, 96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great 
Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman - robin@lovecoach.
com (516) 732-0911

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
CONCERTS

Thursday Open Mic Music 
Nights —  Regularly presented 
from the stage of the RAA’s 
T-7 Gallery, this year-round 
weekly event gives performers 
of all kinds the spotlight to be 
seen and heard on Thursdays. 
Musicians, singers, poetry and 
prose readers, stand up comics 
and more have played to 
welcoming audiences there.
When: Thursdays, 7 pm;  sign-
up starts generally at 7:30 pm  
Where: Rockaway Center for 
the Arts, Fort Tilden, Gateway 
National Recreation Area, 
Rockaway 
Contact: Dominique Roberts, 
info@raa116.org or (718) 474-
0861  
Website: www.
rockawayartistsalliance.org 

KIDS & FAMILY

Golden Dragon Acrobats 
— With award-winning 
acrobatics, traditional dance, 
spectacular costumes, ancient 
and contemporary music and 
theatrical techniques, the gasp-
inducing and never-ending 
crescendo of gravity-defying 
tricks will leave you on the 
edge of your seats.
When: Dec. 27-31, 2 pm and 7 
pm
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 760-0064 
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Wild Ocean —  Science themed 
3-D show about the ocean 
and ecosystem. The movie is 
approximately 30 minutes long 
and is suitable for children 6 
years and older.
When: Through Dec. 31, Fridays, 
3:30 pm, Saturdays and 

Sundays, 1:30 and 3:30 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., between 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: www.nyscience.org 
Discover at Queens Library 
—  The Children’s Library 
Discovery Center is located 
adjacent to the Central Library 
at 89-11 Merrick Boulevard in 
Jamaica.
When: Mondays through 
Thursdays, 10 am to 8:45 
pm; Friday, 1 pm to 8:45 pm; 
Saturday, 10 am to 5:30 pm; 
Sunday, 12 pm to 5 pm (except 
holidays)
Cost: Free    
Where: Queens Central Library, 
89-11 Merrick Boulevard, 
Jamaica, NY 11432
Contact: Joanne King, 
associate director of 
communications joanne.king@
queenslibrary.org (718) 990-
0704  

Continued on Page 32
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Website: queenslibrary.org

Weekly Storytimes —  Foster 
the love of reading with weekly 
children’s storytimes and a 
cookie break. Event may change. 
Please call ahead to confi rm.
When: Tuesdays, 10:30 am; 
Thursdays, 7 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Barnes & Noble, 176-60 
Union Tpke., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 380-7077

 EVENTS

’Twas the Night Before 
Christmas —  Museum tours 
showcase the art, music 
and magical voice of Louis 
Armstrong. This holiday 
season, audio clips from 
Louis’s homemade recordings 
will include a rare at-home 
reading of “‘Twas the Night 
Before Christmas” by Satchmo 
himself. Visitors will also hear 
a recording of “Zat You Santa 
Claus” and Louis listening to 
Nat King Cole sing “All I Want 
for Christmas is My Two Front 
Teeth,” with Louis chiming in 

for an impromptu duet. The 
historic house tour by trained 
docents is a 40-minute, guided 
interpretive look inside the 
only preserved home of a jazz 
legend and African American in 
New York City.
When: Daily, Through Dec. 30
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107th St., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 478-8274

Golden Dragon Acrobats 
—  Through Dec. 31. Direct 
from China comes this troupe 
of death-defying acrobats, 
mesmerizing jugglers and eye-
popping contortionists that will 
leave the whole family cheering 
for more.  Spend your holiday 
week with this thrilling Chinese 
cirque in their only New York 
area appearance!
When: Dec. 27, 2 pm and 7 pm
Cost: $32, $100 family four-
pack) 
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

2011 Annual Building Awards
When: Jan. 12  

Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Contact:  info@
queenschamber.org (718) 
898-8500  

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
—  Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: Gleason’s Pub, 33-08 
Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com   
Website: http://www.
bigbencomedy.com/blog/
archives/astoria_comedy_all_
stars/

Greek Night at Cavo —  Cavo 
announces Greek night every 
Wednesday. There will be a 
live musical performance by 
Aphrodite Daniel and Panos 
Chrysovergis, plus guest 
singers, along with Greek 
specials on the menu. Dinner 
reservations are recommended.
When: Wednesdays, 8:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Cavo, 42-18 31 Ave., 248-08 Union Turnpike, Bellerose, NY 11426 • 718-347-3900 • www.tasteofcochin.com

We serve North Indian & South Indian Cuisine

We also offer Take-Out and Catering Services for Corporate and Private Parties!
Newly Renovated Party Hall available (104 persons capacity)

Authentic tastes from the Land of Spices
OPERATIONAL HOURS
Mon - Thur: 11:30AM - 9:30PM
Fri - Sat: 11:30AM - 10:00PM
Sunday: 11:30AM - 9:30PM

DAILY LUNCH BUFFET
Mon - Fri: 11:30AM - 3:30PM
Sat - Sun: 11:30AM - 3:30PM

Taste of Cochin is all about representing 
Traditional Indian Cuisine with a fresh, 
vibrant twist. Exotic spices are blended 
with fresh  ingredients then slow cooked, 
infusing our food wh unique Indian flavors. 

Unlike traditional Indian resataurants, 
Tastes of Cochin prepares your order 

FRESH for you! Submerge your senses 
in the world of Indian Fusion and enjoy 

the ultimate fine dining experience.

10% OFF
TAKE OUT ONLY

Exp. 3/25/12 
Not to be combined 

with any other coupons.

Exp. 3/25/12 
Not to be combined 

with any other coupons.
Exp. 3/25/12 

Not to be combined 
with any other coupons.

15% OFF
EAT-IN

$1. OFF
LUNCH BUFFET
Mon to Fri

11:30 – 3 PM

Authentic tastes from the Land of Spices

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 31

Continued on Page 36

3 Roll Combo $12.95
(A1~A23 on menu) 

served w/soup or salad*      
*Coupon cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Must 
mention/bring coupon.

  A la carte sushi and 
sashimi $1 per piece*        
*Coupon cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Must 
mention/bring coupon.

 $5 off 
purchase over $30*         

 *Coupon cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Must 

mention/bring coupon.

 20% off 
orders over $45*           

 *Coupon cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Must 

mention/bring coupon.

Asian Fusion Asian Fusion 
& Sushi Bar

38-05 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside

718-631-1188
www.tankosushi.com

Exp. 12/31/11 Exp. 12/31/11

Exp. 12/31/11Exp. 12/31/11

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine
Your Host, Mr. Cid
Formerly of the
Spanish Pavilion

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

All Major Credit Cards
Accepted

MAKE
RESERVATIONS

NOW FOR

NEW YEAR’S EVE
with Champagne

MUSIC • DANCING • ENTERTAINMENT
From 10 PM to 3 AM in the Costa Del Sol

Ballroom or in the Dining Room
Music by DJ’Los & MC

Playing Cumbia, Merengue, Salsa from 50’s to 90’s
Harpist Victor Gonzalez • In our Dining Room

T.V. Connected to Times Square for New Year’s Celebration

Regular Dinner served till 9:30pm
Last Seating 8:00pm “Must  be out by 9:45”

RESTAURANT

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY

NEW YEAR’S EVE GALA DINNER
Mixed Appetizer • Chilled Fresh Fruit Tropicana • Baked Sirloin Steak • Filet of 
Sole Stuffed with Crabmeat • Salmon • Chicken Cordon Bleu • Veal Mushrooms 

• Chicken Francaise • Shrimp Garlic
Order your choice two days before affair.

Oven Potato • String Beans • Homemade Multiflavor Tart • Coffee or Tea
* Unlimited Champagne

• Premium Liquor
• Piña Colada  • Wine • Beer

ALL 
FOR $100 per person 

Plus T&T

220-33
Northern Blvd.,
Bayside
(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)
Available for Private Parties & Catering

Free Parking
Private Facilities for business 

meetings & personal functions
to 250 persons.

For Reservations
Call 718-423-0100
Fax 718-423-0102

©2
01
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Includes:

Hats, 
Includes:

Hats,
Noisemakers

& Favors

www.marbella-restaurant.com
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Saturday, December 31, 2011 from 10:00pm—2:00am
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Celebrate the Holidays 
with your 

Family, Friends & Co-workers 
in our

Festively Decorated
Private Party Room

or Enjoy an
Intimate Dinner

in our Dining Room
Inquire about our party plans

including unlimited wine

Sunday Brunch 11am- 3pm

Lunch & Dinner served daily

Enjoy our Signature Dishes

& Innovative Specials

Call for Reservations

CATERING - PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

g
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Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Christmas Eve at Aunt Bella’s
Appetizers

Lobster Bisque - $5.50
Garden Salad - $5.75

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $8.75
Dozen Baked Clams - $11.75

Mussels - White or Red - $10.95
Shrimp Cocktail - $8.25

Assorted Antipasto - $9.25

Pasta
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed Shells or Manicotti - $10.95

Penne Vodka - $11.95
Linguini Clam Sauce - $11.25

Spaghetti and Meatballs - $11.95

Entrees
Chicken (Parmigiana, Pizzaiola, Marsala or Francese) - $15.95

Veal (Parmigiana, Marsala or Picatta) - $16.95
Eggplant (Parmigiana or Rollatini) - $13.95

Shrimp (Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara or Fra Diavolo) - $15.95

Seafood
Tilapia - $14.95

Calamari Marinara - $13.95
Seafood Pasta - $17.95

Chilean Sea Bass - $17.95

Dessert
Cheese Cake - $5.25

Tartufo - $5.50
Truffles - $5.25

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com  • 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

HOLIDAY GATHERINGS 
& OFFICE PARTIES

FREE
BOTTLE

OF WINE

with the

purchase of

$50.00

PLAN YOUR PARTY WITH US 
PRE-FIXED MENU CHOICES

HOMEMADE DESSERTS
CUSTOM CAKES

OPEN 7 DAYS 11AM-11PM

38-11 BELL BLVD., BAYSIDE
718-279-1606

S 11AM-11PM

10% 
OFF
HOLIDAY
PARTIES

HOM
CFREE

APPETIZER
MIN. PARTY OF 4

NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS 
FOR UP TO 90 GUESTS

 OFF-PREMISES CATERING AVAILABLE

“We’re Open Christmas Day!!”
Christmas Eve, New Year’s Eve & January 1st, too!!

ALL LOCATIONS OPEN! Our Manhattan store (38th St. off 7th Ave.)
is just 4 blocks from Times Square! Stop in!
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Call Our
Catering
Hotline

1-800-344-BENS

Party Platter Plus for 10

$129.90
2 Dozen Mini Potato Knishes

2 Dozen Mini Franks-In-Jackets
3.5 lbs. Assorted Prime Cold Cuts

CHOICE OF 2 SIDE SALADS:
Cucumber Salad

Homemade Potato Salad
Freshly Cut Cole Slaw

Macaroni Salad
Rye Bread & Assorted Pickle Tray
Add $1 per person for sandwich platters.

PERFECT FOR NEW YEAR’S

Serving Lunch
and Dinner

Dine-In
Takeout

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

“Let Mamma 
     do the Cooking” 

18” Large Pie
2 Litter Soda

$1399 
(Reg $17.50)

Not to be combined with
 any other offer. 

Coupon expires 2/1/12

18” Pie & 
A Dozen Wings

$1999 
(Reg $25.50)

Not to be combined with any other 
offer. Coupon expires 2/1/12

X-Large Pie, (1)2 Litter Soda
(6) Buffalo wings, (6) Mozzarella 

Sticks (6) Garlic Knots

$2199 
(Reg $24.95)

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Coupon expires 2/1/12

47-40 Bell Blvd., Bayside, 
718-279-0808

We Accept All 
Competitors’ Coupons

Open 7 Days
Mon-Sat 11am - 10pm

Sun 12pm - 9pm
FREE DELIVERY
($10.00 min. order)

Let us Cater Your 
Next Event!

FAMILY SPECIALPIZZA & WINGS COMBO

SPECIAL!!! Sunday thru Wednesday 18” X-LARGE PIE $10.99 + TAX

www.mammaspizzarestaurant.com

Astoria
Contact: (718) 721-1001

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of 
Art and MetLife Foundation 
invite families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 
dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Cost: Free

Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700 

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Personal. Spaces. —  Part of 
Curate NYC, Crossing Art will 
featured juried exhibitions 
as the representative gallery 
for Queens. Artists living 

throughout the borough are 
featured.
When: Daily until Saturday, 
Dec. 31
Where: Queens Crossing Art, 
136-17 39th Ave., Ground Floor, 
Flushing
Contact: (212) 359-4333; 
info@crossingart.com; www.
crossingart.com

Holiday Exhibition and Sale 
—  Paintings by members of 
the National Art League are 
on display and are suitable for 
Holiday giving. Admission is 
free. The public is invited.
When: Mondays through 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 32

Continued on Page 38
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13-46  127TH STREET, COLLEGE POINT 917.563.5352

The evening 
includes a fi xed 
Menu Dinner Party 
w/live Music, Party 
Favors & dancing

Lunch served  12-4pm, 
Tue-Sat, 12-3pm sun, 

Dinner  served 5-10pm
 Tue, Wed, Thur 5-11pm
 Fri & Sat, 4-10pm sun. 

Happy Hour 4-7pm 
Tue-Fri. Friday & 

Saturday Nights Live 
Entertainment

Call Now For Holiday and Christmas Parties. We are open on Christmas Eve and are serving dinner on New Year’s Eve from 4PM -7:30PM

              Come Celebrate with

Prefi xed Lunch 
Special Tuesday 
through Friday 

$16.95 PP
Salad, Choice of Filet

of Sole Oreganata,
Chicken Francese or
6 oz. Filet Mignon.

Sides Included.
Coffee and Dessert

Tuesday Night 
Dinner Special

19.95 PP
Salad, Glass of Wine,

1 1/4 lb. Whole Lobster,
Mussels or Clams.

Sides Included.
Coffee and Dessert

Must Call for Reservation.

Wednesday Night’s 
are Ladies Night
1/2 Priced Drinks 

and $1 House shots.
Wings at the bar.

Bartender’s Choice for 
Martini Specials.

DJ plays music from 8-12AM

$100 Prefi xed 

Meal w/ 

Open bar 10-2
$50 Open bar 10-1 in Bar area only

New Year’s Eve
 Is right around the corner the party starts at 10pm 

Make your reservations now!

13-46  127TH STREET, COLLEGE POINT • 917.563.5352
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND PRICING CONTACT BABY RAYS

NEW YEARS EVE 
MENU

1st Course: House Salad 
2nd Course: Homemade Manicotti

3rd Course: Hot Antipasto
4th Course: Choice between

Surf n Turf, Sirloin Steak, Stuffed Chicken 
Veal Oscar and Salmon Includes 

Vegetables and Potato

OPEN BAR FROM 10-2
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Thursays and Saturdays, 1–4 pm 
through Jan. 7
Where: National Art League, 
44-21 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: (718) 428-1859
Website: nationalartleague.org

In Perpetuum|forever —  A 
multi-exhibition structured 
around the idea that artists 
continually infl uence each 
other, which is central to the 
evolution of art.

When: Through Jan. 13
Where: Queens College Arts 
Center, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Contact: 718-997-3770
Website: qc.cuny.edu/Art_
Library/artcenter.html

Detroit Disassembled: 
Photographs by Andrew Moore 
—  Exhibition organized by Akron 
Art Museum.
When: Through Jan. 15, 2012 
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
Flushing Meadows-Corona Park 
Website: queensmuseum.org 

Ceramic Materials And 
Material Culture —  A co-
presentation with the Queens 
College Year of Turkey: 
Exploring Past, Present, Future. 
Curated by Queens College 
Professor Sin-ying Ho, the 
exhibition displays the art of 
contemporary ceramic artists 
inspired by Turkish culture and 
history. Ceramics is not only a 
material for sculpture, pottery, 
and architecture but also is a 
cultural material. 
When: Through Jan. 19
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:   (718) 463-7700 X222  

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

At my lemonade stand I
used to give the first glass
away free and charge five
dollars for the second
glass. The refill contained
the antidote.

• • • Emo Phillips

Across
  1. Stun, in a way 
  5. Refuse to share, perhaps 
  8. Prefix with red 
13. Small amphibians 
14. Declare
16. 1988 Olympics host 
17. Knight’s neighbor 
18. City near Lake Tahoe 
19. Clothing size 
20. Cinematic first 
23. Plant parts 
24. Finished a marathon, say 
25. Collection agcy. 
28. Play’s first showing 
33. “60 Minutes” network 
36. Disney dwarf 
37. “Tomorrow” crooner 
38. Speech
41. Give permission 
43. Taxi ticker 
44. Turkey Day mo. 
45. ___ judicata 
46. Ship’s first journey 
51. TV spots 
52. DDE opponent 
53. Fancy tie 
57. Retailer’s first foray 
       into the market 
62. Less welcoming 
64. Little bit of Mexico? 
65. Serves well 
66. Drained
67. M.P.’s quarry 
68. Horn sound 
69. Blues man Waters 
70. NBC staple since 1975 
71. “Piece of cake!” 

Down
  1. School sessions 
  2. In progress 
  3. Pilot’s place? 
  4. Igloo dweller 
  5. Irish instrument 
  6. Done 

  7. Plain
  8. ___ of Man 
  9. Approach
10. Many a tourist 
11. Toupee, slangily 
12. Lager cousin 
15. Numeral preceder 
21. 6th sense 
22. NYC Marathon sponsor 
26. German wine valley 
27. Editor’s marks 
29. Tokyo, formerly 
30. Prefix with profit 
31. Indian bread 
32. Connections
33. Pause punctuation 
34. Restaurant basketful 
35. Content
39. Turner or Kennedy 
40. Anger
41. Playing hard to get 
42. Reproductive cells 
44. Reservation neglecters 
47. Bother
48. Italian scooter maker 

49. Kind of station 
50. What you will 
54. Winter warmer 
55. Sandwiches for dessert 
56. Irritable
58. Extend credit 
59. Culturally pretentious 
60. Desktop feature 
61. Opinion survey 
62. Belief
63. PC core 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
BOOLABOOLA

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERSBy Pete Canty

TimesLedger Newspapers
Dec. 22-28, 2011

Notable  Firsts

The best days 
of your life with

 Family and Friends
Traditional or contemporary

demure or glamorous
We deliver the warmth of the Holidays 

for those important in your life.

Reserve for
Christmas Eve

New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day

or any celebration or gathering 
with the ones you love.

Happy Holidays from
our family to yours!

 230 Jericho Turnpike
Floral Park, New York

T: 516-354-8185
www.BobsNY.com

Tuesday - Thursday Dinner 4pm-10pm
Friday Dinner 4pm-11pm

Saturday Lunch Noon-3pm & Dinner 3-11�
Sunday Brunch 11am-3pm & 

Dinner 3pm to 9 pm

C
E

L
E

B
R

A
T
E

MAKE DINING SOCIAL: Join us on our 
social network for additional promotions.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 36
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ForAllYourHolidayDesserts
Cascon Baking company, the home of Cascon Cheesecakes, is a

full-service bakery specializing in traditional and creative baked goods.
Known to all as New York’s Finest Gourmet Cakes, Pastries & Pie.

The Cascon Family wishes everyone a very
Happy & Healthy Holiday Season!

• NY’s Best Cheesecakes
• Hand-Made Cookies
• Delicious Pastries
• Fresh Baked Pies

• Custom Designed Cakes

With the holiday season coming so very near, here’s a quick note from
CASCON BAKERY wishing you holiday cheer. We at Cascon thank you for 
your past and future patronage and wish you a holiday season filled with 

health, happiness & prosperity! To all our Friends… Happy Holidays!
Andy Gioe, Brian Kelly and the Cascon Bakery Staff

D

Voted Best Bakery 
in Queens 

Wholesale & Retail Distributors 
New York’s Finest 
Cheesecake & Pies

Open 
Christmas 

Day 
7am -2pm

Closed
New Year’s

Day

Please Place your Holiday orders early
7-04 149th STREET, WHITESTONE, NY  
T:718-767-5700 F: 718-767-5701 

 www.casconcheesecakes.com
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248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

45-52 Bell Blvd • Bayside
718-428-9727 (WRAP)

Full menu at 
www.mmmthatsawrap.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING  FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

For Reservations Call 
(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

i h T ik � Fl l P k NY

230 Jericho Turnpike, 
Floral Park, NY 11001 
T: 516-354-8185 
F: 516-354-8190

 www.BobsNY.com

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606
Open 7 days noon-11pm

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

STEAK & SEAFOOD GRILL

13-46  127th Street, College Point | 917.563.5352

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537

Asian Fusion & Sushi Bar
38-05 Bell Blvd., Bayside | 718-631-1188
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North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

We use and recommend
Repêchage skin care products

33-19 Francis Lewis Blvd., Bayside  
718.539-0102

Mon.-Sun. 10am to 7:30pm

 Herbal  Facials

   Make-Up
Threading

Experience Exotic Beauty at...Experience Exotic Beauty at...

Holiday Specials
$15 OFF

Repêchage Facials

Herbal Facials
2 for $65

Come with a friend

Gift 
Certificates 
Available
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©2011 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC

SAVE THE DATE

Aviator Sports and Recreation and 
CNG Community Newspapers will be hosting

“Cooler Bag Nite”  
at the Sunday, Jan. 15th game
Brooklyn Aviators vs. Danville

1st 500 fans will receive free cooler bag

FREE DELIVERY
 $15 MINIMUM ORDER

Pick up and full 
Delivery Service

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

GRAND OPENING

CATERERS UNDER
NEW OWNERSHIP

718-352-0298

CATERING SAVINGS!

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT!

5% OFF 
All half trays

10% OFF 
All full trays

$3 OFF
Any order 
over $20

$6 OFF 
Any order 
over $40

GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG

N TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

Happy 
Holidays

to all

BY REBECCA HENELY

Former state Sen. Hi-
ram Monserrate lost in 
court again Friday when 
the state Court of Appeals 
confirmed his misdemean-
or assault conviction for 
dragging his girlfriend 
Karla Giraldo through his 
Jackson Heights apart-
ment in December 2008, the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office said.

A panel of four judges 
determined the evidence 
against Monserrate, whose 
conviction eventually led 
to his February 2010 expul-
sion from the Senate, was 
sufficient to render Queens 
Supreme Court Justice 
William Erlbaum’s October 
2009 guilty verdict, the DA 
said.

The evidence cited 
included Giraldo’s “weak-
ened state from severe fa-
cial injuries, the manner 
in which the injuries to her 
arm were inflicted” and 
“the visual depiction of [Gi-
raldo’s] facial expressions 
in reaction” to Monser-
rate’s attack, the DA said.

Monserrate and Gi-
raldo had an argument in 
his apartment December 
2008 over another man’s 
card, which he found in 
her purse. During the argu-
ment, Giraldo’s face ended 
up being slashed with glass. 
The two later claimed it 
was an accident, although 
the medical staff at North 
Shore-LIJ, where Monser-
rate took Giraldo, testified 

they thought the slashing 
was deliberate.

Giraldo received about 
40 stitches around her left 
eye, the DA said.

Erlbaum ended up 
dropping the charge relat-
ed to the face-slashing but 
hit Monserrate with mis-
demeanor assault after a 
surveillance video showed 
him dragging Giraldo by 
the arm down the stairs 
and through the lobby of 
his apartment building.

After being convicted, 
Monserrate was sentenced 
in December 2009 to three 
years supervised proba-
tion, 52 weeks of counsel-
ing, 250 hours of commu-
nity service and a $1,000 
fine, the DA said. Giraldo 
also received an order of 
protection against Monser-
rate that prevented him 
from contacting her, but 
Erlbaum reduced the pro-
tection order July 14, 2010, 
and they have been dating 
ever since.

“The Appellate Divi-
sion’s affirmance of the 
trial court’s verdict and 
sentence conveys a clear 
message that domestic vio-
lence is a serious crime that 
can never be condoned,” 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said in a statement.

Giraldo filed a $35 mil-
lion suit against the city, the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office and North Shore-LIJ 
in December 2010, alleging 
the doctors conspired with 
the city to coerce her into 
saying Monserrate had as-
saulted her.

Monserrate is also fac-
ing charges in Manhattan 
federal court of using more 
than $100,000 in City Coun-
cil discretionary funds 
allocated to the nonprofit 
LIBRE to finance his 2006 
Senate campaign against 
former Sen. John Sabini, 
according to court papers. 
Monserrate was influential 
in selecting the nonprofit’s 
board and staff members.

Hiram Monserrate (r.), seen here with girlfriend Karla Giraldo, lost 
an appeal of his misdemeanor assault conviction for dragging 
Giraldo through his Jackson Heights apartment building.

Monserrate assault conviction
upheld by four-judge panel: DA
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  No Time To Lose....Call 
Four Two’s!

Private Car Service
718-746-2222

24-Hour Service

Senior 
Citizen 

Discounts 
Available

$2.00 OFF* 
*Resorts World 

at Aqueduct
(Not to be combined with any  

other offer) Exp. 1/15/12

$2.00 OFF* 
*any ride over 

$20.00
(Not to be combined with any 

other offer) Exp. 1/15/12

$3.00 OFF* 
*any ride over 

$30.00
(Not to be combined with any  

other offer) Exp. 1/15/12

Keeping Our Clients Satisfied Is Our #1 Priority

#B00445
Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Happy Holidays! Make Your New Year’s Eve Resevations Early!

Memorials to
Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100

rado beauty queen 
whose death gripped the 
hearts of a nation.

In 1977, when a serial 
killer was terrorizing New 
York City and writing cryp-
tic, rambling letters to po-
lice and the media, Samas 
said he might have known 
the killer. He found simi-
larities in the Son of Sam’s 
handwriting with that of a 
patient he was counseling.

“He matched most 
of the traits,” Samas told 
Newsday in 2000, noting the 

bizarre religious symbols 
he observed on the patient’s 
walls when he went to see 
him after the discovery. 
“I got really scared then. 
There were a lot of simi-
larities .… But the next day 
they caught the real killer. 
So I didn’t save humanity 
that time.”

To Samas, handwrit-
ing reveals the innermost 
qualities of a person, in-
cluding his or her individu-
ality.

“Handwriting is like 
fingerprints: No one can 
imitate your handwriting,” 

he said. “Whether your 
mouth, your foot or your 
hand, your writing will 
reveal the same character-
istics.”

The slightest loop in a 
“y” or slant of a t-bar can 
expose even the most cun-
ning of forgers.

Samas was once asked 
by the National Enquirer 
to compare the signatures 
of crooner Frank Sinatra. 
Though many of the same 
nuances remained from Ol’ 
Blue Eyes’ 1940 autograph 
to his others in 1951, 1965 
and 1982, some changes in 
horizontal slant revealed 
his demeanor had remark-
ably transformed.

“Sinatra’s handwrit-
ing reveals he was more 
domineering, close-minded 
and secretive when he was 
young,” Samas told the 
Enquirer. “But now that 
he has matured, he’s more 
honest, open-minded and 
talkative.”

Handwriting, however, 
can also act as a self-fulfill-
ing prophecy, Samas said. If 
a person consciously works 
at changing the way let-
ters are written, he said, it 
may command the writer’s 
personality — making the 
case for keeping “i’s” neatly 
dotted and t-bars high and 
strong.

Continued from Page 9

Handwriting

HOLIDAY EVENTS

Hanukkah Celebration in 
Whitestone — Enjoy sing-
alongs, music, volleyball, food, 
and arts and crafts.
When: Dec. 26, 7 pm
Where: Whitestone Hebrew 
Centre, 12-25 Clintonville St., 
Whitestone
Cost: $15, $10 for kids

Kwanzaa Public Gala — An 
explanation of the holiday with 
dance company performances. 
Gifts and food.
When: Dec. 30, 1 pm
Where: MS/IS 8, 108-35 167th 
St., Jamaica

Celebrate Hanukkah — Light 
the lights, sing the songs, eat 
delicious potato latkas and 
tasty jelly donuts. Musical 
entertainment and traditional 
songs by Rabbi Moses Kirsh.

When: Dec. 27, 7 pm
Where: The Bayside Jewish 
Center, 203-05 32nd Ave., 
Bayside
Cost: $7.50 per person

Holiday Open House at 
Queens Farm Museum — 
Celebrate the holidays with free 
yuletide tours. Arts and crafts 
for children and mulled cider.
When: Dec. 26–28, noon to 4 pm
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 

Parkway, Floral Park

Holiday Tours at Louis 
Armstrong House — The 
museum gives tours of the 
house decked out for the 
holidays, featuring seasonal 
audio recordings.
When: Through Dec. 30
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107th St., 
Corona
Cost: $10, seniors and children 
$7, group rate $6

G
et your Q

ueens new
s 

on facebook today...
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Births

People IN THE NEWS COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

Terrance Locus of Jamai-
ca, N.Y. serving with the Co. E 
(Forward Support Co. Infantry) 
427th Brigade Support Battal-
ion, is promoted to the rank of 
private 1st class.

Karinda Mckethan of 
Jamaica, serving with the Co. 
A (Distribution) 427th Brigade 
Support Battalion, is promoted 
to the rank of private.

Zina Gillis of South Rich-
mond Hill, serving with the Co. 
A 101st Signal Battalion, is pro-
moted to the rank of private.

Adam Dejesus of South 
Richmond Hill, serving with the 
Headquarters and Headquarters 
Co. 427th Brigade Support Bat-
talion, is promoted to the rank of 
private.

Brian Toribiogarcia of 
Jamaica, serving with the Co. 
A (Distribution) 427th Brigade 
Support Battalion, is promoted 
to the rank of private 1st class.

Sebastian Caraballo of 
College Point, serving with the 
Co. E 3-142nd Aviation, is pro-
moted to the rank of private.

Air Force Airman Sharon 

C. Pellot-Bueno, daughter of 
Elida Bueno of Ozone Park, 
graduated from basic military 
training at Lackland Air Force 
Base, San Antonio, Texas.

Army National Guard Pvt. 
Joran Aristizabal, son of Alex-

andra Aristizabal of Woodside, 
graduated from the Field Artil-
lery Automated Tactical Data 
Systems Specialist Advanced In-
dividual Training course at Fort 
Sill, Lawton, Okla.

Spc. Tingming Chiang 
of Flushing has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the 145th 
Maintenance Co.

Cpl. Luis Paulino of Flush-
ing has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Co. 1-69th In-
fantry.

Staff Sgt. Kang Sin of Flush-
ing has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Headquarters 
106th Regiment (Regional Train-
ing Institute).

Staff Sgt. David Gonzalez 
of Elmhurst has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the Head-
quarters 106th Regiment (Re-
gional Training Institute).

Spc. Jerremy Diaz of Hol-
lis has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Co. 1-69th In-
fantry.

Sgt. Njeri Gordon of Jamai-
ca has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Intelligence and 
Sustainment Co. 42nd Infantry 
Division (-).

Sgt. Jocelyn Wasembeck 
of Queens Village has re-enlisted 
to continue service with the Bat-
tery B 1-258th Field Artillery.

Sgt. Carlos Moralesfebus 
of Ridgewood has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the 7th Fi-
nance Detachment.

Air Force Airman Johna-

than H. Kim, son of Sun Lea 

Suh of Woodside, graduated 
from basic military training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, San 
Antonio, Texas.

David Simmons of Wood-
side, serving with the 107th Mili-
tary Police Co., is promoted to 
the rank of sargeant.

Pasang Sherpa of Wood-
side, serving with the 145th 
Maintenance Co. is promoted to 
the rank of specialist.

Peter Vazquez of South 
Ozone Park, serving with the 
107th Military Police Co., is pro-
moted to the rank of private 1st 
class.

Christopher Zayasbazan 
of South Ozone Park, serving 
with the Operations Co., 42nd In-
fantry Division, is promoted to 
the rank of private.

Saul Revatta of Elmhurst, 
serving with the Co. D, 1-69th In-
fantry, is promoted to the rank of 
private 1st class.

M a h e n d r a n a u t h 

Dabichan of Jamaica, serving 
with the 1427th Transportation 
Co., is promoted to the rank of 
sargeant 1st class.

Audrey Alexispeacock of 
Jamaica, serving with the Head-
quarters and Headquarters Co., 
27th Brigade Special Troops Bat-
talion, is promoted to the rank of 
private.

Tanesha Orridge of Ja-
maica, serving with the 14th Fi-
nance Detachment, is promoted 
to the rank of sargeant.

Tyesha Green of Jamaica, 
serving with the 222d Chemical 

Military

Lucas Droany Madera was 
born Oct. 23 to Stephanie and Droa-

ny Madera of Richmond Hill.

Business

Dr. Gary Hirshfield, 
who has a practice in Fresh 
Meadows, was voted to the po-
sition of president-elect of the 
New York State Ophthalmo-
logical Society.Follow us on Facebook:

facebook.com/timesledger
GARY HIRSHFIELD

Co. is promoted to the rank of 
private 1st class.

Edwin Olivera of Rich-
mond Hill, serving with the In-
telligence and Sustainment Co., 
42nd Infantry Division, is pro-
moted to the rank of private.

Passionette Jacobs of 
South Richmond Hill, serving 
with the 145th Maintenance Co., 
is promoted to the rank of pri-
vate.

Anthony Manfre of Mas-
peth, serving with the Opera-

tions Co., 42nd Infantry Divi-
sion, is promoted to the rank of 
specialist.

Lizette Zafra of Glendale, 
serving with the 42nd Infantry 
Division Signal Co., is promoted 
to the rank of private.

Albert Masangkay of 
Flushing, serving with the Co. 
A, 101st Signal Battalion, is pro-
moted to the rank of private.

Wesley Hicken of Fresh 
Meadows, serving with the Med-
ical Command, is promoted to 

the rank of captain.
M a h e n d r a n a u t h 

Dabichan of Jamaica, serving 
with the 1427th Transportation 
Co., is promoted to the rank of 
sargeant 1st class.

Ralph Csukardi of Whit-
estone, serving with the Co. B, 
1-69th Infantry, is promoted to 
the rank of private.

Spc. Jennifer Pineda of 
Ridgewood has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the 4th Fi-
nance Detachment.

Sgt. Carlos Moralesfebus 
of Ridgewood has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the 7th Fi-
nance Detachment.

Staff Sgt. William Elias 
of Glendale has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the 7th Fi-
nance Detachment.

Sgt. Kimberly Polk of St. 
Albans has re-enlisted to con-
tinue service with the 719 Trans-
portation Co.

Sgt. 1st Class Raymond 

Esquilin of Woodhaven has re-
enlisted to continue service with 
the Headquarters and Head-
quarters Co., 369th Sustainment 
Brigade.

Airman 1st Class Tandila-

ya H. Rice of Jamaica complet-
ed the Health Services Manage-
ment Apprentice Course at Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas.

Airman 1st Class Oscar 

Perez of Queens Village com-
pleted the U.S. Air Force Basic 
Military Training Course at 
Lackland Air Force Base, Texas.

Tech. Sgt. Cheran Cam-

bridge of Jamaica completed the 
NCO Academy Course at Keesler 
Air Force Base, Miss.

Staff Sgt. Alex Chi of Fresh 
Meadows completed the Air-
man Leadership School Course 
at McGhee-Tyson Air National 

Guard Base, Tenn.
Airman 1st Class Hopeton 

Gordon of Rosedale completed 
the C-130 Aerospace Mainte-
nance Apprentice Course at 
Sheppard Air Force Base, Tex-
as.

Army Spec. Sailesh Thapa, 
son of Lalita Thapa of Jackson 
Heights, has graduated from 
basic infantry training at Fort 
Benning, Columbus, Ga.

Air Force Airman John P. 

Schaubeck, son of Nancy and 
John Schaubeck of Flushing, 
graduated from basic military 
training at Lackland Air Force 
Base, San Antonio, Texas.

BBiirrtthhssBirth BBuussiinneessssBusiness

 

  

The TimesLedger Newspapers has 
launched a website about murders in 
SE Queens. The site includes audio 
slideshows, an interactive map and 
stories about the victims.

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark
 

  

www.timesledger.com/shots-in-the-dark
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45Willets Pt. $50M sewer project draws criticism
BY JOE ANUTA

The city Economic 
Development Corp. held 
a second public informa-
tion session Monday night 
about the impending sewer 
project in Willets Point, 
where representatives were 
grilled by a small number 
of people opposed to the 
project.

The EDC announced 
the second hearing short-
ly after Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg broke ground on 
a $50 million sewer project 
earlier this month that will 
set the stage for the larger 
$3 billion Willets Point Re-
development Project.

The session began 
with a presentation of the 
proposed sewers, one of 
which would carry rainwa-
ter out to Flushing Bay, and 
the other will plug into the 
city’s existing sewer sys-
tem to whisk sewage out of 
the area.

But when construction 
crews dig the trench to put 

the sewer pipes in place, 
the EDC expects them to be 
inundated with contami-
nated water, owing to the 
region’s high water table 
and saturation with indus-
trial waste.

The EDC needs a per-
mit from the state Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation to suck out 
the water, clean it of all 
toxins through a treatment 
process and then pump it 
into Flushing Bay.

The public hearing is 
part of the process to get 
that permit.

Many of the queries for 
the EDC representatives 
during the question-and-
answer session were more 
about the redevelopment 
project and how it will af-
fect businesses owners and 
the one resident who lives 
in Willets Point.

Many of the questions 
echoed a letter sent by a rep-
resentative of Willets Point 

United, a group of property 
owners opposed to the proj-
ect, that accused the EDC of 
not properly conducting the 
public hearing, a charge 
the EDC refutes.

One man repeatedly 
questioned the benefits to 
Willets Point businesses 
that are in the footprint of 
the first phase of the proj-
ect and will be displaced in 

the city’s bid to turn part of 
the 62-acre triangle into a 
mixed-use residential and 
commercial center.

Robert LoScalzo, a 
documentary film produc-
er who has studied the Wil-
lets Point project since 2007, 
questioned the validity of 
an environmental study 
done to assess the pros and 
cons of the project.

He took an EDC rep-
resentative to task for say-
ing the Willets Point Rede-
velopment Project would 
benefit the area, but did 
not mention the many auto 
body shops that would have 
to be displaced in order to 
facilitate such a project.

The EDC representa-
tives tried to keep the meet-
ing focused on its agenda, 
which was to educate the 
public about the storm sew-
er project.

“The completed mixed-
use project will form a vi-
brant place for thousands 
to live, work, and visit 
free from environmental 
contamination that has 
plagued the area,” the EDC 
said in a statement. “Local, 
city, state, and federal elect-
ed officials overwhelming-
ly support this job-creating 
and transformative devel-
opment.  The City remains 
committed to Willets Point 
becoming a center of eco-
nomic growth.”

Rob Holbrook explains plans for a $50 million sewer project in Willets Point to a group of 11 people at 
a public hearing on the project. Photo by Joe Anuta

The public 
hearing is part 
of the process 
to get a permit 
to pump water 
into Flushing 

Bay.
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THE BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON AT RUSSO’S ON THE BAY

QUEENS COUNTY REPUBLICAN HOLIDAY RECEPTION AT RICCARDO’S

GARY ACKERMAN’S KINGS POINT PARTY

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S HOLIDAY PARTY AT FORT TOTTEN

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

Master of ceremonies 
Maurice Du Bois

Ed Cox, Frank Padavan, Bob Bishop and Herb Stupp

Congressman Gary Ackerman

The three honorees: Dominick Brucco-
leri, Helen McDaniel and Mark Boccia

Bishop Nicholas Di Marzio

Bob Beltrani, Dan Halloran, Ed Cox and Vinny Tabone

Ilan Grapel and parents Irene and Daniel

Carol Marian and former Senator Frank 
Padavan

Maurice Du Bois, Monsignor Jamie Gigantiello, Joseph Ferrara, 
Bishop Nicholas Di Marzio, Clarissa Elgarten and Martin Cuttingham

Phil and Nelly Ragusa

Gene Kelty, Bary Grodenchick and Santa 
Frank Skala

Cheryl Cummings and Mimi Burnham

Joe Mattone Sr. his wife Mary Ann, 
luncheon co-chair, and a friend

Keynote speaker Rich Lowry

Chet Szarejko, Margie and Frank Milewski

Alexandria Dunne and her son, Jonah 
Torreano

65 7 8Jim and Maura Wrynn Gary and Ed Braunstein Steve Behar, Terri Thompson and Mike 
Schenkler

Rochalle and Corey Bearak

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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* Actual savings may vary based upon efficiency measures selected, 
age of home, appliances, equipment and other factors. 
A participating contractor can help evaluate potential savings.

** Financing, energy audits, and workforce development 
opportunities made available through the Green 
Jobs-Green NY Act of 2009.

Join the thousands of homeowners who have saved 
up to $700 on their annual home energy costs*

NYSERDA’S HOME PERFORMANCE WITH ENERGY STAR® PROGRAM IS ONE 
OF THE NATION’S LEADERS IN MAKING HOMES MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT.
Most New Yorkers qualify for a free or reduced-cost comprehensive home assessment, 
also referred to as an energy audit, and low-interest loans.** Additionally, participants may 
be eligible for cash-back incentives. All our Home Performance contractors are accredited 
by the Building Performance Institute.

For complete information, go 
to nyserda.ny.gov/residential
or call 1-877-NY-SMART.
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Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 

www.NYParenting.com 

$200.00 Off
Hail Damage

Exp. 12/31/11

$10.00 Off
Door Ding

Exp. 12/31/11

Business Hours: 
Mon-Fri. 8am-6pm

 Sat. 8am-3pm
2 Convenient Locations!

CALL TODAY! 
Toll free 

800-DENTDR1/ 
800-336-8371

Dent Doctor 
will make your car 

look like new 
today!today!

We Are Your
Hail Damage 

Experts!

516.932.3368
151 W. Old Country Road

Hicksville, NY 11801

718.746.8880
149 -17 Cross Island Pkwy

Whitestone, NY 11357

GET RID OF 
HAIL DAMAGE, 
DENTS & DINGS 
AT A FRACTION OF THE COST $$$$

dent
doctoR®
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BY JOE ANUTA

Google one of Flush-
ing’s newest restaurateurs, 
and this longing post from 
February appears in the 
results: “Chef Laura Lam 
— anyone know where she 
is these days?”

In the 1990s and 2000s, 
Lam accrued a dedicated 
fan base as the darling 
of Vietnamese cuisine in 
Manhattan. Her critically 
acclaimed eatery Monsoon 
— whose reviews in the 
Daily News and New York 
Times were so flattering 
they could have been writ-
ten in saliva — was packed 
to the brim on weekends.

But Lam, a Vietnam-
ese native who moved to 
New York in the late ’70s 
after fleeing her country, 
decided to retire and closed 
up shop last year.

But she could not stay 

away for long.
Her daughter con-

vinced her to open Lan 
Kwai Fong, a self-pro-
claimed Asian café, at 135-
23 40th Road in downtown 
Flushing.

“Maybe all my old cus-
tomers will come looking,” 
she said with a laugh.

Lam graduated from a 
prestigious culinary school 
in Vietnam and even taught 
cooking classes there. But 
after the Vietnam War, 
she was forced to give up 
her life and flee the coun-
try with her husband and 
young daughter.

They eventually end-
ed up in New York, where 
Lam was turned down for 
job after job in Chinatown 
kitchens.

But after she took an-
other cooking course and 
got a big break as the as-
sistant chef in Manhattan’s 

tony Rainbow Room, she 
started impressing curious 
pallets with a menu of her 
own in a tiny place called, 
fittingly, Laura’s Kitchen.

Lam made her name 
with Vietnamese food, 
sometimes with a French 

influence, but Lan Kwai 
Fong is much more than a 
two-country combo.

Lam often spends her 
free time traveling around 
the world learning new 
cooking techniques and 
urges her chefs to eat out in 

order to get new ideas.
And that hunger for 

knowledge is reflected in 
the menu.

You will find dishes in-
spired by Hong Kong, Tai-
wan, Thailand and Macao, 
like the fried pork cutlet 
sandwich.

To accommodate some 
of her herbivorous friends, 
Lam cooked up a string 
bean salad with the veggie 
version of bacon: thinly 
sliced fresh mushrooms 
roasted until slightly crispy 
and extremely savory.

Of course, there is 
plenty of Vietnamese food 
as well with traditional 
meals like Pho, a fortifying 
and slightly spicy beef noo-
dle soup, or spring rolls.

Since her restaurant is 
just starting out, she offers 
a tasting menu to sample 
some of her creations and 
will be expanding the offer-

ings in the near future.
The results will prob-

ably please the pallets of 
Lam’s future fans, but ac-
cording to the recently 
unretired chef, there is no 
secret to making delicious 
dishes.

“You need fresh, good 
ingredients,” she said, add-
ing that a chef cannot take 
shortcuts.

But behind it all is the 
belief that food brings peo-
ple together and is a force 
for good in the world.

“Good food should be 
shared, and can bring hap-
piness to everybody,” she 
said.

Lan Kwai Fong is open 
for lunch and dinner.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Laura Lam has opened her latest Vietnamese restaurant, Lan Kwai 
Fong, at 135-23 40th Road in Flushing. Photo by Joe Anuta

Holiday Networking Party — Serving 
homemade food and cake and wine.
When: Dec. 22, 5:30 pm
Where: Old Vienna Cafe, 108-22 Queens 
Blvd., Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-6565

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A 
new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside

Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only one 
person per professional classifi cation 
or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 
202-12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment 
to further business through word 

of mouth marketing. Contact Lydie 
Pellissier, chapter president, to arrange 
a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique 
business networking group discusses 
today’s challenges and helps form 
alliances.  Relationships are built. 
Facilitator is Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, 
entrepreneur, coordinator, leader and 
organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every 
month
Cost: $20, includes food from Marcella’s 
Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. Payment benefi ts 
the Ronald McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of Long 
Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: www.accessoffi ce.net

Flushing chef brings excellent track record
Laura Lam’s Lan Kwai Fong opens on bustling 40th Road with dishes inspired by East Asian cuisine

YOURNABE.COM

We wish you and your family
a happy holiday season and a 
bright, prosperous new year.
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All I want for Christmas…
is a good job for my Dad.

Good Jobs Keep New York City Strong
To find out what you can do to bring good jobs to JFK International Airport visit: www.goodjobsJFK.org 

This holiday season, Jasmine’s father Jean, along with thousands of other New York area airport workers 
will be working around the clock to deliver you to your families and friends.

As a Skycap at Newark Liberty International Airport, Jean expedites curbside baggage check-in and makes sure
your bags follow you to your destination.  Yet, most of the contractors hired by airlines, like the one Jean works for,

pay their employees less than $20,000 a year—below the federal poverty threshold for a family of four.

Despite having a full-time job, Jean cannot afford healthcare for himself or 
his children, Alexander, Jashawn  and Jasmine.

Paid for by 32BJ SEIU
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BIZ

HEAR
for the holidays
RECONNECT. ENGAGE.

Gloria Boms
Au.D., Audiologist

����

Visit us online at www.gbaudiology.com

107 Northern Blvd, Ste 309 • Great Neck, NY 11021

CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR APPOINTMENT! 

516.466.4299 

We invite you to reconnect 
with your family and friends 
this holiday season. The 
greatest joy you experience 
could be giving yourself the 
gift of better hearing. 

Bryce Rea Associates, Inc.
REAL ESTATE

Our Staff Wishes You a Healthy, 
Happy and Prosperous New Year...

Thank You for Giving Us Many Years 
Filled with Opportunities and Support.

BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
A Queens Village im-

migrant who hit the jack-
pot will be sharing his 
Christmas winnings with 
his close brother.

Edwin Zhingre was all 
smiles last Thursday at a 
news conference with other 
state Lottery game winners 
on Long Island. Zhingre, an 
Ecuadorian national, won 
$5 million after winning 
the Mega Money Multiplier 
game and he asked to split 
the winnings with his older 
brother, Mario Zhingri. 

The two run a con-
struction business in 
Queens and Zhingri said he 
could not think of a better 
way to spend his winnings 
than with his own flesh 
and blood.

“We still feel the same 
as we did before we won the 
jackpot”, he said in a state-

ment.
Edwin Zhingre, 28, 

picked up the scratch game 
ticket Dec. 1 at Sarahi Gro-
cery on Springfield Bou-
levard in Springfield Gar-
dens. He was able to match 
the winning numbers to 
the numbers he scratched 
off on the card and immedi-
ately called his brother.

“When Edwin called 
me to tell me the news, I 
was very happy for him.  
Right now we really don’t 
know what to feel,” Mario 
Zhingri said.

The siblings chose to 
take a lump sum payment 
for their earnings and will 
collect combined winnings 
of $3,107,700, the state Lot-
tery said.

“My brother and I 
run our own construction 
company, so we are used 
to sharing,” Mario Zhingri 
said.

That business will now 
get a boost from the jack-
pot, according to the broth-
ers, since they said they 
will use their winnings to 
pay off some the company’s 
bills.

A Long Island couple 
that won $3 million playing 
the Triple Million scratch-
off game joined the broth-
ers at the news conference.

Theresa Holzknecht, 
48, and her husband Ru-
dolph said they will be 
spending their prize out-
side New York.

“We’re selling our 
house and moving to Vir-
ginia. We love it there!” she 
said.

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546

Queens Village brothers share
$5 million scratch-off jackpot
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Outshine Santa
with the best gift
under the tree.

30-50%

Offering the F inest Specialty F ood Line
Natural and Organic Meats

Award-winning Cheeses
Imported and Gourmet Products

Prepared Foods
 Teva Kosher Meats
Rotisserie Chicken

Local Honey
Full line of Applegate Products

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

F eaturing Fish, Rotisserie Chicken, Pasta Dishes, Desserts and more!

159-15 Horace Harding Expressway, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
(Westbound L.I.E. exit 25) near Queens Health Emporium

718-358-1800

We accept all major credit cards.

Holiday  Turkeys 
& Pies

Holiday Candies 
and Treats

Bring in this 
newspaper ad

for 10% offPaid for by Ackerman for Congress, Bob Barnett, Treasurer
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Continued from Page 4

Cornell wins bid
on Roosevelt Island. The 
first phase of the campus 
is scheduled to be complet-
ed before 2017, and it will 
house up to 2,500 students 
and about 280 faculty mem-
bers by 2043. Cornell and 
Technion also plan to open 
a temporary, off-site cam-
pus in 2012.

Cornell said it expect-

ed the tech campus to cre-
ate 30,000 permanent jobs 
through spin-offs, licenses 
and corporate growth; up 
to 20,000 construction jobs; 
and 8,000 permanent cam-
pus jobs.

“This is an exercise 
in inclusion and having all 
the ships rise in New York 
City,” Skorton said.

Cornell and Stanford 
University, which is in 

California, had both been 
vying to build a campus on 
Roosevelt Island, but Stan-
ford dropped out Friday, 
saying in a statement that 
it decided building was not 
in its best interest.

“We were looking for-
ward to an innovative part-
nership with the city of New 
York, and we are sorry that 
together we could not find a 
way to realize our mutual 
goals,” Stanford University 
President John Hennessy 
said in a statement.

filed to create an eight-sto-
ry building with 27 apart-
ments, although the new 
Sunnyside-Woodside rezon-
ing only allows for five sto-
ries and 17 apartments. The 
building will sit on a block 
with residential houses 
and some small businesses 
across the street.

“You have to ensure 
the quality of life in the 
neighborhood,” said Rose 
Daraio, president of the 
Communities of Maspeth 
and Elmhurst Together, 
“and you have to build in 
the context of the neighbor-
hood.”

A number for the own-
ers of the property, listed 
on the city Department of 
Buildings’ website as 64-01 
Woodside Realty, was dis-
connected.

Van Bramer’s pro-
posals are similar to two 
pieces of legislation Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) introduced in 
August.

Halloran’s bills would 
require the community 
board and the borough 
president to have advisory 
input into a BSA decision, 
have the BSA notify prop-
erty owners when they 
need to apply for new vari-

ances and make the BSA 
levy fines if owners operate 
without a variance for six 
months.

Halloran said he was 
worried that Van Bramer’s 
idea to have the Council ap-
point BSA members would 
violate the separation of 
powers between the city’s 
executive and legislative 
branches, but hoped the 
best part of the six bills 
could be merged in commit-
tee meetings.

“I think Jimmy’s got 
some great ideas,” he said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 4

Van Bramer

Continued from Page 4

Haggerty sentence
“The house clouded 

his vision. The house cloud-
ed his judgment,” Vacco 
said. “This was a desper-
ate attempt to hang on to a 
family life that passed him 
by and [he] never had  since 
the death of his mother.”

Prosecutors wanted 
Haggerty to be sentenced 
to four to 12 years.  Zweibel 
said his sentence was need-
ed “to restore the public’s 
confidence in the electoral 
process.”

In addition to the 
prison time, Haggerty was 
ordered to pay $750,000 in 
restitution and will have a 
three-year conditional dis-
charge following his stay in 
prison.

He was apologetic in 
court during the proceed-
ing.

“If I could do it all over 
again, I’d do it much differ-
ently,” he said before being 
handcuffed and escorted by 
court officers for process-
ing.

In arguing for proba-
tion, Vacco said the blow to 
Haggerty’s reputation and 
the loss of his home were 
punishment enough.  He 
pointed out that Haggerty 
had no living parents, lived 
alone, had no children and 
was divorced.

“What a terrible sen-
tence that is,” Vacco said.

Seidel asked Zweibel to 
sentence Haggerty to four 
to 12 years in prison.

“This defendant just 

flat out lied, misrepresent-
ed, covered up,” Seidel said. 
“It’s a significant amount 
of money and it wasn’t just 
stolen, it was laundered.”

Jurors found Haggerty 
stole the money and laun-
dered it through a company 
he created called Special 
Election Operations.

Raymond Castello, 
another attorney for Hag-
gerty, said 48 people wrote 
letters to Zweibel seek-
ing leniency for his client, 
whom he called “a man of 
integrity.

Castello disputed pros-
ecutors’ claims that Hag-
gerty showed no remorse 
for his crimes.

“Certainly he has ex-
pressed that he is very sor-
ry for what has happened 
here,” he said, noting that 
Haggerty plans to make 
full restitution of $750,000 

Continued from Page 5

Obesity fi ght
pital. That’s great news for 
kids and their families, and 
for taxpayers, too,” he said 
in a statement.

Despite the decrease 
in obesity in the schools, 
the rates are still higher 
among minorities, accord-
ing to the CDC study. The 
city health commissioner 
said his office will continue 
to help the city’s inner-city 
youth adopt healthier hab-
its through other school 
programs, advertising and 
other initiatives.

“While we believe we 
are on the right track, we 
have much more work to 
do to further reduce obe-
sity rates of children and 
adults,” Commissioner 
Thomas A. Farley said in a 
statement.

IS 59’s Carleton Gordon 
said he will also continue to 
do his part. When Cohen’s 
and Kohl’s approached 
him to do the skit, he im-
mediately signed on to the 
project because he always 
wanted to promote healthy 
living and community ser-
vice.

“They’re not getting 
anything for this,” he said 
of the students who partici-
pated in the play. “They are 
not doing this for a grade. 
They are doing this to help 
benefit society.”

McGeachy said the 
grant will go a long way and 
the hospital would be part-
nering with other schools 
and corporations to tackle 
obesity among youth.

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 5

Radio

I can’t believe it!” Madison 
recalled.

Since October, the girls 
have taken off from school 
while they rehearse and 
perform in the show. Erica 
said she  will be a part of 70 
out of the 210  performances 
of the show between No-
vember and next month 
and Madison said she is in 
12 shows a week.

During their time at 
Radio City, both have tu-
tors who help them with 
their studies and their 
fourth-grade teachers send 
them class assignments ev-
ery day so they will not lag 
behind once the show ends.

“It’s not too hard — I 
miss school, but I am hav-

ing so much fun at Radio 
City,” Erica said of her 
course work.

The show’s larger-
than-life story has kept 
the girls on their toes over 
the last two months. In 
the show, Kayla and her 
mother embark on a long 
adventure and ultimately 
get to meet Santa Claus at 
the North Pole.

“Santa Claus wants 
Kayla and her mother, Nata-
lie, to know that Christmas 
isn’t just about presents but 
about spending time togeth-
er and experiencing the joy 
of Christmas,” Erica said.

This year, the show 
added a new element that 
capitalizes on the 3D craze 
that has been hitting mov-
ies and video games recent-
ly. Although the girls said 
they have not been trained 
to be the next Wonder Wom-

an, they were able to show 
off their action skills.

“I get to battle the 
Humbugs and gingerbread 
men and this giant snow 
monster with the Rock-
ettes. It’s so much fun,” 
Madison said.

Both girls said they 
will miss the cast and crew 
once the final curtain comes 
down next week, but they 
said they would be happy to 
return to their classrooms 
and share their adventures 
with their friends.

“It has been an experi-
ence that I will never ever 
forget,” Madison said.

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

nior colleges, and students 
who have entered CUNY’s 
senior colleges directly 
from New York City high 
schools,” Wood continued.

Woods identifies 
Queens College as one of 
five within the “charmed 
circle” that still maintains 
relatively high admis-
sion standards, but points 
out that other schools, in 
particular the system’s 
community colleges, are 
lowering their standards 
in order to accommodate 
students graduating from 
city schools ill-prepared for 
college.

On another front, city 
Comptroller John Liu re-

turned a $65 million city 
Department of Education 
school custodial contract 
his office said failed to 
provide an explanation for 
a 44 percent increase in 
cost. The department first 
entered into a five-year 
custodial and building 
maintenance contract with 
Control Building Services 
in 2004.

Three years later, the 
contract was transferred to 
Temco Service Industries at 
a cost of $45 million annu-
ally for the remaining two 
years, and then renewed 
twice beginning in 2009 at 
$45 million per year.

Last month, the DOE 
requested a one-year exten-

sion, though the amount 
was changed to $65 mil-
lion.

Liu’s office also had 
several concerns about 
the contract with Temco, 
including an official inves-
tigation into unauthorized 
use of school facilities after 
hours and questions about 
a Temco consultant’s ties to 
the DOE.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 5

Walcott rating
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Sports

BY ZACH BRAZILLER, MARC 
RAIMONDI AND JOSEPH 

STASZEWSKI

For the first time in 
a long time, three Queens 
teams made the PSAL City 
Championship division 
playoffs.

Campus Magnet ad-
vanced to the quarterfi-
nals and both Flushing and 
John Adams fell in the first 
round. But it was a good 
showing for the borough. 
August Martin made the 
Bowl division finals, Bay-
side also reached the Bowl 
playoffs and Cardozo de-
buted as a varsity program 
in the Cup.

In the CHSFL, Holy 
Cross started out as a chic 
pick to make a deep run in 
the playoffs, but ended up 
struggling down the stretch 
as injuries mounted. St. 
Francis Prep fell in the ‘A’ 
final.

All-Queens football 

Player of the Year: An-

drew King, Flushing

One of the best players 
in the city college coaches 
are not aware of, King did 
it all this fall for Flushing. 
He ran for 963 yards and 10 

touchdowns and was argu-
ably the team’s top defen-
sive player at outside line-
backer.

Yet still the 6-foot, 
215-pound senior has no Di-
vision I scholarship offers 
of any kind, though there 
are College Football Sud-
vision programs sniffing 
around.

A humble, hard work-
er, King was as responsible 
as anyone for Flushing get-
ting back to the PSAL City 
Championship division 
playoffs. The best example 
was a 29-16 victory over Ca-
narsie when he ran for 113 
yards and scored a pair of 
defensive touchdowns.

All-Queens football 

Coach of the Year: Gerry 

Weitzen, John Adams

The coach was criti-
cized when he said before 
Week 3 that his team would 
lose to Tottenville 50-7 — 
but he was almost right. 
Adams actually lost 49-6.

That wasn’t all the 
longtime coach did cor-
rectly this year. He guided 
the Spartans to the playoffs 
in their first year up at the 
PSAL City Championship 

Storm ends skid, loses star
Nurideen Lindsey quits team, St. John’s responds with victory

Flushing’s King 
gets pigskin crown

Flushing’s Andrew King is the New York Post’s all-Queens football 
Player of the Year. Photo by William Thomas

BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

So far this year, noth-
ing has come easy for St. 
John’s men’s basketball 
team.

That would include 
the Red Storm’s 56-50 
win against Fordham at 
the Madison Square Gar-
den Holiday Festival that 
snapped a three-game los-
ing streak.

On Dec. 8, it was an-
nounced that sophomore 
guard Nurideen Lindsey 
would transfer from St. 
John’s after playing just 
one semester, leaving the 
Storm with only six play-
ers who have played sub-
stantial minutes for their 
contest against the Rams. 
It didn’t help that junior 
Malik Stith sat out the first 
half of the game for a minor 
violation of team rules.

The team came to-
gether, however, and ral-
lied around assistant 
Coach Mike Dunlap, who 
has stepped up in the last 
five games to replace Steve 
Lavin while he continues to 
recover from Oct. 6 surgery 
to treat prostate cancer.

With all the setbacks, 
Dunlap has been happy 
with the team’s progress.

“We’re moving for-
ward, the intensity of 
practice has been at a high 
level, communication is up, 
they’re maturing nicely,” 
said Dunlap.

That progress was 
tough to spot early on in 
their matchup with Ford-
ham until they erupted for 
an 11-0 run to end the first 
half and take a nine-point 
lead. The Storm would ex-
tend that lead to 16 in the 
second half.

With the unexpected 
transfer of Lindsey, every 
player has had to step up 
— perhaps no one more so 
than freshman Phil Greene, 
who has taken the reins of 
the point guard position. 
He has adapted well to the 
change by stepping up his 
communication with team-

mates and distributing the 
ball.

After the game, 
D’Angelo Harrison spoke 
about how Greene has al-
ready started taking on 
that leadership role.

“Right before he shot 
free throws, he was like, 
‘Even if I miss, these we’re 

going to get a stop, because 
everybody is together,’” 
said Harrison.

Harrison was talking 
about the two free throws 
that Greene took with 26 
seconds left in the game. 
One of the two was made 
to give the Storm a four-

St. John’s Phil Greene shoots over Fordham’s Devon McMilan during the second half of the matchup at 
Madison Square Garden. AP Photo/Henny Ray Abrams

Continued on Page 56 Continued on Page 56
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54 Campus Magnet coach notches 700th victory
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Like he has for most of his 
career, Charles Granby was more 
concerned about others on a day 
that was supposed to be all about 
him.

The legendary Campus Mag-
net basketball coach spent the ma-
jority of pregame warm-ups wor-
ried about getting spectators into 
the game, because of a restrictive 
policy at Forest Hills, than his 
possible milestone win.

“I think it’s a front,” senior 
forward Samuel Durodola said. 
“He acts like he doesn’t care about 
it, but I know he does. Before the 
game he was worried about the 
spectators coming in, parents 
coming to watch the game, when 
he is supposed to be worried about 
the 700 wins.”

The fans were eventually 
allowed into the game. State As-
semblywoman Barbara Clark, 
whose district includes Campus 
Magnet, planned on watching the 
contest and called a high-ranking 
city Department of Education of-
ficial from Forest Hills lobby to 
complain. The same thing hap-
pened at Campus Magnet early 
this week. She was one of many 
special guests for Granby. His 
daughter Robyn Granby-Poole in-
vited his brother, his nephew and 
his great-niece to his surprise.

“When they walked in I said, 
‘This is wow,’” Granby said.

They got to watch Campus 
Magnet fend off a game For-
est Hills team 67-59 in a PSAL 
Queens AA boys’ basketball game 
last Thursday. The win pushed 
the 77-year-old Granby’s all-time 
record to 700-198 in his 43rd year 
on the bench. He is the PSAL’s all-
time leader in wins and is third 
in the state behind former East 
Hampton Coach Ed Petrie (754). 
His daughter, flashing a sign 

reading 700, gave her father a big 
hug after the game.

“As far as basketball is con-
cerned, it ranks right up there 
with the city title,” said Granby, 
dressed in a green running suit.

The longtime mentor has 
still found a way to connect with 
players. He’s always stressed the 
importance of going to college 
and even has a famous “ugly life” 
speech to illustrate to the kids 
what would happen if they don’t. 
Durodola didn’t know much about 

Granby when he moved from 
Brooklyn to Queens and attended 
Campus Magnet (8-2). Now, he 
said, he’s greatly influenced his 
life.

“He knows what we are go-
ing through,” he said. “He knows 
how we feel about certain things. 
He helps us. He knows the feeling 
about being young. He still wants 
to be a teenager. Him having a 
teenage state of mind helps us out 
a lot.”

The energized crowd at For-
est Hills gave the ultra-athletic 
Durdola all the motivation he 
needed. He dominated the glass 
in the fourth quarter and scored 
10 of his 17 points in the frame, 
including a putback with 3:37 re-
maining to put his team up 61-55. 
Tarik Raynor scored 15 points 
and Greguan Carter added 13.

“I was fortunate to be in a 
situation where I had players and 
knew a little something about the 
game,” Granby said.

One of those is New York City 
legend Greg “Boo” Harvey, who 
is now Granby’s assistant. The 
Bulldogs lost just seven games 
during his four seasons there and 
are off to a 5-1 start in league play 
this year, including a home win 
against rival Cardozo.

Raynor and Nohan Vickers 
shot Campus Magnet back in a 
frantic-paced game that Forest 

Hills (3-3) led by nine in the first 
quarter and trailed by just two 
at the half. Shamoy Allen had 19 
points for the Rangers and Arif 
Mehmetaj scored 16. Benjamin 
Batah added 10.

“He is a great coach, a leg-
end,” Harvey said. “You can’t do 
it no better. He’s still got a little 
left in the tank.”

Granby isn’t sure how much 
longer he will coach. He started in 
1969 when the school was named 
Andrew Jackson, won a city title 
in 1985 and has made 40 playoff 
appearances, including four trips 
to the final. Granby didn’t miss a 
game while battling kidney can-
cer in 1976 and prostate cancer in 
1993.

Granby-Poole, who often 
calls her father “Coach” and was 
given the title of “Coordinator of 
Coach’s Affairs,” said his faith, 
his love of the game and his fam-
ily’s support keeps him going.

“I could leave tomorrow or 
I could leave in two years,” the 
coach said. “I do not know.”

What he was certain about 
was how he would celebrate his 
milestone.

“I’m going to go home and 
take me a hot bath, get something 
to eat, say my prayers and thank 
God I’m still alive,” Granby said.

Campus Magnet Coach Charles Granby is congratulated after winning his 700th 
career game. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

TMLA’s Jasmine Nwajei scored 21 points in a win over Murry 
Bergtraum. Photo by An Rong Xu

Mary Louis gets ‘groove back’ against Bergtraum
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Mary Louis can take a 
collective deep breath.

“It was just like a load 
off their shoulders,” TMLA 
Coach Joe Lewinger said. 
“When we went in [the 
locker room], it was almost 
like a unique situation.”

It had been a while 
since Mary Louis got to 
enjoy a good vibe after a 
game. The Hilltoppers’ lone 
win came in Georgia at the 
Big Apple vs. Big Peach 
Battle in late November 
and was followed by a four-
game losing streak. They 
got a much-needed 50-41 
win over PSAL power Mur-
ry Bergtraum in the Fran-
cis Lewis Winter Ball Dec. 
11. Jasmine Nwajei scored 
a game-high 21 points, in-
cluding nine in the third 

quarter.
“I feel like we got our 

groove back,” Nwajei said.
Lewinger said the 

game against the Lady 
Blazers (4-4) was similar 
in many ways to his team’s 
losses to athletic, pressing 
teams like Bishop Lough-
lin, Nazareth and Bishop 
Ford. He just felt they were 
more composed and just 
played better than on those 
days.

TMLA (2-4) shot a bet-
ter percentage from the free 
throw line (9-of-14) and got 
contributions in the paint. 
Elisabeth Gully scored sev-
en of her eight points in the 
first quarter, Kate Goldman 
chipped in six, including a 
big hoop early in the fourth 
and Reana Mohamed had 
seven.

“Losing all that was 

such a learning experi-
ence,” Gully said. “We were 
just finally like we don’t 
want to lose any more.”

Mary Louis opened up 
the game in the third quar-

ter behind Nwajei. The star 
junior scored six points 
during an 8-0 run to start 
the frame to put TMLA up 
31-19 with 5:00 left. Berg-
traum’s Shequana Har-

ris, who is headed to UNC 
Charlotte next season, did 
her best to pull her team 
back by scoring 11 of her 
12 points in the third quar-
ter. The Lady Blazers were 
within 33-28 late in the pe-
riod, but Nwajei answered 
with a three-pointer. Asha-
nae McLaughlin added 
12 points and Kimberly 
Viafara had seven for Berg-
traum.

“We just have to find a 
rhythm,” Nwajei said.

Bergtraum was unable 
to disrupt the Hilltoppers’ 
flow for any extended peri-
od of time with its signature 
pressure, something Coach 
Ed Grezinsky credited to 
having steady ball han-
dlers in Nwajei, Mohamed 
and Mei-Lyn Bautista. His 
team on the other hand, 
he believed, forced shots at 

times on offense.
“When you hold a team 

to 50 points, you are sup-
posed to win the game,” he 
said. “We have to do better 
offensively than we did.”

The Mary Louis effort 
was certainly improved. 
Gully said the team has 
tried to stay upbeat the 
last few weeks and be-
lieves the efforts not to let 
it overwhelm them paid off 
against Bergtraum. Unlike 
against Bishop Loughlin, 
TMLA didn’t let a lead get 
away and they hope it’s the 
start of a new trend.

“I just think we didn’t 
let it happen this time,” 
Gully said. “It really got us 
to thinking if we can do it 
now we can keep doing it.”
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BY MARC RAIMONDI

Jasmine Davis had 
the ball at the free throw 
line with the clock winding 
down. Francis Lewis was 
up just two points with un-
der a minute remaining in 
the game. All of a sudden, 
Tyese Purvis cut to the bas-
ket on the baseline.

“I didn’t know whether 
to shoot it or pass it,” Davis 
said. “But I saw her right 
there under the basket and 
I just dipped it into her.”

Purvis made the layup, 
got fouled and converted 
the three-point play. The 
sequence was the perfect 
example of unselfishness 
from Francis Lewis in a 
51-46 win over Banneker 
in PSAL Class AA girls’ 
basketball Dec. 12 in Fort 
Greene.

“We shared the ball 
more,” Purvis said. “We 
looked for each other more. 
In our system, when we 
look for each other more, 
everyone is open in the 
right spots. There’s wide-
open shots.”

Her layup wasn’t nec-
essarily wide open, but she 
went up strong and put it in 
while getting hit with 23.6 
seconds left. That would be 
the last basket of the game 
for either team. Previously, 
Banneker superstar Africa 
Williams pulled her team 
within 46-44, but Jazmine 
Hamlet knocked down an 
18-foot jumper with 1:01 left 
to give Lewis (3-2, 3-1 ‘AA’) 
some breathing room.

“It’s not just about 
winning the game,” Lewis 
Coach Steve Tsai said. “We 
have to get better. This is 

a good sign. It’s nothing to 
celebrate yet, but I think 
it’s progress.”

Lewis was still smart-
ing from an embarrassing 
loss to Kellenberg (L.I.) 
in which it trailed 33-15 at 
halftime. That performance 
was a far cry from the ones 
put in by last year’s team, 
which advanced to the 
PSAL Class AA semifinals. 
The Patriots were more like 
that team against Banneker 
(4-1, 4-1 ‘AA’), which already 
owns a win against 13-time 
defending city champion 
Murry Bergtraum.

The way Lewis moved 
the ball, especially late in 
the game, was a sight to 
behold against Banneker’s 

zone. It’s not quite Pete Car-
ril’s Princeton offense, but 
the Patriots’ motion set is 
difficult to defend when 
they are unselfish.

“They were moving 
[the ball] and we weren’t ro-
tating correctly,” Williams 
said. “They were going 
backdoor and we weren’t 
reading the defense.”

Tsai was happy with 
how things went for the 
most part on that end of the 
floor, despite many missed 
chances from 8 feet and in. 
On defense, he wasn’t as 
pleased. Williams dropped 
in 30 points and Diara 
Adger added 11 points. 
Banneker senior point 
guard Jenipher “JayAre” 

Rodriguez played through 
painful kidney stones — a 
recurring problem for her 
— in the second half.

“I told our team that 
they pass the ball well,” 
Banneker Coach Jonathan 
Anderson said. “What you 
have to do is in the zone 
is keep your hands up and 
you’ll get a deflection. We 
just fell apart.”

This victory was a 
step in the right direction 
against a good team before 
the schedule gets more dif-
ficult.

“We are better than 
last year,” Davis said. “We 
just have to actually play.”

Francis Lewis senior Tyese Purvis had 21 points. Photo by Lauren Marsh

Cardozo’s Alexis Panisse will run in the Millrose Games 
after winning the mile at the Bishop Loughlin Games. 

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Dozo’s Panisse goes 
to national tourney

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Alexis Panisse’s his-
toric cross-country season 
didn’t have the finish she 
was looking for.

The Benjamin Car-
dozo senior became the 
first New York City girls’ 
runner to qualify for the 
Foot Locker National Cross 
Country Championship 
in San Diego. But a badly 
strained ankle limited her 
and she placed 30th out 
of 40 runners Dec. 10. It 
left her hungry to get her 
indoor season off in a big 
way and left little doubt she 
was going to try to earn a 
spot in the Millrose Games 
right away.

“I wanted to do it re-
ally bad after my cross-
country season,” the Ten-
nessee-bound Panisse said. 
“I decided to go from cross-
country to indoor right 
away to get it over with.”

She led the mile race 
at the Bishop Loughlin 
Games most of the way and 
made a late push past Ma-
ria Seykora of Notre Dame 
around the final turn and 
into the straightaway at 
the Armory Saturday af-
ternoon. Panisse won in a 
time of 5:00.87, Seykora was 
second in 5:01.70 and Cath-
erine Molloy of Holy Names 
placed third with a mark of 
5:03.44. Panisse is the first 
PSAL girls miler to earn a 
spot in the Millrose Games, 
held Feb. 11 at the Armory, 
in 10 years.

“I didn’t get a break at 

all,” Panisse said. “I just 
went right into training. 
Sunday I got off the plane. 
Monday was practice.”

She will now shut down 
from racing for a few weeks 
to allow her body to recover 
after the cross-country sea-
son, according to Cardozo 
assistant Coach Ray James. 
She felt she didn’t have the 
same strength in her legs 
at cross-country nationals. 
Panisse had plenty of kick 
at the Armory, though. She 
led most of the race until 
Seykora charged in front to 
start the final lap. Panisse 
retook the lead around the 
final turn and held her off 
down the straight away.

“I don’t give up,” she 
said. “When it comes to the 
last turn, I have to do it.”

Unlike Panisse, team-
mate Akayla Anderson had 
plenty of time to prepare 
for her race. She had been 
training all summer for 
her first crack at the hur-
dles this season and it was 
worth the wait. The junior 
had run just sprint races in 
early meets this season. In 
her first time hurdling this 
season she won the 55 in a 
personal best time of 8:02 
in a run that looked smooth 
and effortless at times.

“I’m trying to work to 
break eight seconds,” An-
derson said. “So running 
an 8:02 is really good.”

Cardozo senior 
Lateisha Philson, who is 
looking to add more vari-
ety to her events as a se-

Patroits triumph in unity
Francis Lewis girls share the load to rise to the occasion

We are better 
than last year. 
We just have to 
actually play.

Jasmine Davis

Continued on Page 56
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nior, did not participate in 
the hurdles, but won the 
55 dash with a time of 7:06. 
She edged Elmont’s Valen-
cia Hannon (7.19). It was 
her second straight day 

running the event as she 
placed first with a mark of 
6.9 at the Colgate Women’s 
Games. Judges junior Sa-
brina Southerland placed 
first in the 1,000 with a time 
of 2:57.50.

“I’m looking to go fast-
er throughout the year,” 
Philson said. “I want to fin-
ish 6.8 or 6.9.”

point lead and effectively 
end Fordham’s second-half 
run.

A common trend for 
the rest of the season will 
include a substantial in-
crease in playing time for 
the St. John’s starters. 
Dunlap didn’t make a sin-
gle substitution in the first 
half and Stith saw only four 
minutes in the second. Out 
of the six-player rotation, 
four players battled for the 
entire 40 minutes.

Harrison talked about 
the physical effects after 
the game.

“Actually, I’m feeling 

pretty good. We got a W so 
my energy is at a high right 
now, so I like it,” said Har-
rison.

That attitude might 
change through the dura-
tion of Big East play, which 
will begin Tuesday against 
Providence.

But Dunlap sees it an-
other way, comparing his 
team to a “fine wine” that 
is maturing rapidly.

Freshman Moe Hark-
less, who finished with 13 
points and 16 rebounds, 
seems to be up for the chal-
lenge.

“Once you get that 
second wind, I could keep 
playing another 40 minutes 
probably,” said Harkless.

Pigskin
Continued from Page 55

Storm

Panisse
Continued from Page 57

division and mentored elec-
tric wide receiver Shane 
Hubbard. If starting run-
ning backs Devven Baker 
and Antoine Arnold were 
not ineligible late in the 
year, maybe Adams even 
wins a game in the postsea-
son — at least it would have 
gotten a better seed.

FIRST TEAM
Offense

WR Antoine Allen, 

Campus Magnet

When the ball was in 
his hands, Campus Magnet 
was in scoring position. 
Speedy and strong, Allen 
made 24 catches for 408 
yards and five touchdowns, 
leading the Bulldogs back 
to the PSAL City Champi-
onship division quarterfi-
nals.

QB/RB James Cole-

man, Christ the King

The talented and hard-
to-tackle junior took over 
at quarterback a few games 
into the year and the Royals 
played their best football of 

the season. He was third in 
the CHSFL in total offense 
with 2,108 yards to go along 
with 20 total touchdowns, 
helping to make the players 
around him better.

OL James Driver, 

Campus Magnet

One of the city’s top 
left tackles, Campus Mag-
net made a habit out of 
running behind the 6-foot-
7, 270-pound mountain of 
a man. Replacing skill-
position standouts, while 
difficult, is doable; finding 
guys like Driver is near-
impossible.

QB Yianni Gavalas, 

Holy Cross

The accurate, left-
handed senior was second 
in the CHSFL in yardage 
(1,702) and tied for sixth in 
touchdown passes (11). One 
of the top pocket passers in 
the league, Gavalas was a 
big reason for Holy Cross’ 
early success.

QB Jason Gonzalez, 

Flushing

The senior trans-
formed himself into a dual 
threat over the summer 
and saw the results this fall. 
Not just a runner anymore, 
though he did account for 
363 yards and six touch-
downs on the ground, the 
tougher-than-nails quar-
terback threw for 648 yards 
and eight touchdowns. 
His progression made it 
tougher for defenses to key 
on Flushing’s punishing 
ground game and helped 
the Queens school get back 
to the City Championship 
division playoffs.

Continued from Page 53

FOR MORE VIST 
TIMESLEDGER.COM

� Athletic Trauma
� General Orthopaedics
� Arthroscopy and Minimally

Invasive Procedures

� Joint Replacement and Reconstruction
� Sports Medicine
� Trauma and Fracture care
� Spine

� Pediatrics
� Hand and Wrist
� Foot and Ankle
� Musculoskeletal Oncology

Nicholas A. Sgaglione, MD
Thomas M. Mauri, MD

Jeff S. Silber, MD

Lewis B. Lane, MD
Peter W. Lementowski, MD

Steven E. Rokito, MD

Stanley E. Asnis, MD
Jared F. Brandoff, MD
Ariel T. Goldman, MD

Hope lives here.SM

To schedule an appointment, please call (516) 723-BONE (2663).
University Orthopaedic Associates
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group

611 Northern Boulevard, Suite 200, Great Neck, NY 11021
universityorthoassociates.com

university orthopaedic associates
the premier provider of orthopaedic

care in the region
Our expert team of sub-specialty trained orthopaedic surgeons use the most advanced technologies and techniques to
provide individualized care. Performing thousands of procedures at North Shore University Hospital and Long Island
Jewish Medical Center annually, from minimally invasive to total joint reconstruction, our specialists work as part of a
multidisciplinary team to restore the maximum level of function, mobility and quality of life.
University Orthopaedic Associates offers a full complement of orthopaedic services, including:

Our Surgeons
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and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Style for your windows, savings 
for you. Hunter Douglas window 
fashions are always a smart choice 
for creating inviting, attractive spaces. 
Now through December 12, 2011, 
mail-in rebates let you enjoy select 
styles at a savings of $25 to $300 
per unit.* Purchase and install their 
energy-efficient Duette® Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades before the end 
of this year, and you may qualify for 
a federal tax credit of up to $500.** 
Ask us for details. 
Clockwise from top left: Silhouette® Window Shadings, 
Luminette® Privacy Sheers, Duette® Architella® Honeycomb 
Shades, Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made 9/13/11 – 12/12/11. Rebate offers may not be combined; there is a limit of one rebate per qualifying unit. For each qualifying unit purchased, the higher applicable rebate amount 

will apply. Other limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. **For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a 

salesperson or visit hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. The tax credit for 2011 is subject to a limitation based in part on the amount of Section 25C credits taken in prior years. It is 

recommended that you consult your tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation and your ability to claim this tax credit. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE
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QUALITY PRE-OWNED CAN COST LESS!

ALTIMA 2.5S2011
NISSAN

$$17,995$17,995
*

4 Cylinder, Auto., P/W, P/L, Stk#UN2697, 10K Miles!

*Tax, tags, doc & MV fees additional. Prices include all Factory rebates & incentives. ^1.99% APR financing with credit approval on select CPO vehicles; see dealer for details. Photo for illustration purposes only.
See dealer for complete details. Subject to credit approval. Ad offers cannot be combined. Not responsible for errors or omissions. All ad Offers expire 72 hours after publication.NYSDMV7068638. NYSDCA0888893

Koeppel Always Delivers Top QualityPre-Owned Vehicles...

ALL vehicles come with 5-DAY EXCHANGE POLICY.ALL vehicles come with 6 MONTH/6,000 MILE WARRANTY.ALL vehicles come with OWNER MANUALS & 2 SETS OF KEYS.ALL vehicles come with CARFAX REPORT.

KOEPPEL HAS AN

A+RATING!

PRE-OWNEDPRE-OWNEDADVANTAGEADVANTAGEADVANTAGE
PRE-OWNED

75-10 NORTHERN BLVD.,
QUEENS, NEW YORK

877-247-1979
KoeppelAutos.com

Visit Our Truck Lot

77-15 Northern Blvd.
Queens, New York

GUARANTEED
CREDIT CENTER!

DRIVE YOUR BAD
CREDIT AWAY!
BANKRUPTCIES AND

FORECLOSURES WELCOME!

YYOOUU’’RREE  AAPPPPRROOVVEEDD!!

If you make $1500 per month
Have a valid state I.D.
Can prove income & residence…CALL OUR TOLL-FREE 

CREDIT HOTLINE 1-888-876-8364
1
2
3

2010 NISSAN 370Z TOURING
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Alloys, Spoiler, Leather. Stk#UN2366. 4K Miles!

$29,995*

2011 NISSAN ARMADA SV 4X4
Green, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780257. 18K Miles!

$31,995*

2011 NISSAN MAXIMA
Leather, Sunroof, P/W, P/L, Auto., CD Player. Stk#UN2586. 10K Miles!

$26,995*

2010 ACURA TL
Automatic, Leather, Sunroof, P/Windows, P/Locks. Stk#UN2606. 20K Miles!

$28,495*

2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA TOURING
Red, 4 Cylinder, Auto., Sunroof, P/W, P/L. Stk#UN2748. 11K Miles!

$15,695*

2010 HONDA CIVIC 
Auto., P/W, P/L, AM/FM/CD Player. Stk#UN2220. 11K Miles!

$14,995*

2004 NISSAN SENTRA
Auto., P/W, P/L, AM/FM/CD Player. Stk#UN2761. 12K Miles!

$7,995*

2009 NISSAN MURANO S
Auto., P/W, P/L, AM/FM/CD Player. Stk#780126. 35K Miles!

$19,895*

2009 MERCEDES C300 SPORT
4MATIC! P/Windows, P/Locks, Cruise, CD Player. Stk#UN2598. 26K Miles!

$28,995*

2010 HONDA CR-V
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof. Stk#UN2408. 19K Miles!

$19,995*

2010 DODGE CHARGER SXT
6 Cylinder, Auto., CD Player, P/W, P/L. Stk#780142. 30K Miles!

$16,995*

2010 NISSAN VERSA 
1.8L Engine, P/W, P/L, D/Airbags, AM/FM/CD. Stk#UN2712. 45K Miles!

$12,495*

2011 CHEVY TAHOE 4X4
8 Cylinder, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780130. 29K Miles!

$32,995*

HATCHBACK!

2009 MAZDA5 SPORT
Automatic, P/W, P/L, D/Airbags, CD Player. Stk#UN2376. 41K Miles!

$11,995*
ALLOYS!LOW

MILES!

4WD!

REARVIEW
CAMERA!CERTIFIED! 4X4!

AWD!

2010 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY LWB
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys. Stk#780112. 29K Miles!

$17,895*
LOW

MILES!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!

LIKE
NEW!4 DOOR!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!

OVER 50 CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED NISSANS TO CHOOSE FROM!

Financing
Available^
1.99%APR

AS
LOW

AS
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Limited-time offer. Subject to wireless customer agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ. fee $36/line. Coverage & svcs, including mobile broadband, not avail. everywhere. Geographic, usage & other conditions & restrictions (that may result in svc. termination) apply. See contract,
rate plan brochure, and rebate form at stores for details. Taxes & other chrgs apply. Prices & equip. vary by mkt & may not be avail. from ind. retailers. See store or visit att.com for details and coverage map. Early Termination Fee (ETF): None if cancelled during first 30 days,
but a $35 restocking fee may apply; after 30 days, ETF up to $325, depending on device (details att.com/equipmentETF). Subject to change. Agents may impose add’l fees. Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge up to $1.25/mo. is chrg’d to help defray costs of complying with
gov’t obligations & chrgs on AT&T & is not a tax or gov’t req’d chrg. Offer Details: HTC Vivid with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice & minimum $15/mo data plan required is $99.99. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales
representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Sales Tax calculated based on price of unactivated equipment. Smartphone Data Plan Requirement: Min. $15/mo. DataPlus (200MB) plan required;  $15 automatically chrg’d for each additional 200MB provided if initial 200MB is
exceeded. All data, including overages, must be used in the billing period in which it is provided or be forfeited. For more details on data plans, go to att.com/dataplans. Screen images simulated. ©Facebook is a trademark of Facebook, Inc. ©2011 AT&T Intellectual
Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice and
minimum $15/mo data plan required.
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