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David Levy of City Harvest, an organization that supplies food kitchens across the city, shows one of the kids meals stored 
in the 4,000-square-foot freezer of the nonprofit’s new Long Island City location. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY REBECCA HENELY

The work on nonprofit City 
Harvest’s new 45,400-square-foot 
facility in Long Island City is not 
yet complete, but the organization 
is already sending out an average 
of 83,000 pounds of food a week to 
places that help the five boroughs’ 
hungry.

“This facility will allow us to 
get to the next level,” said David 
Levy, City Harvest’s vice presi-
dent of distribution, transporta-
tion and logistics.

City Harvest is a food res-
cue which transports edible but 
not salable food to those in need 
and has operated in the city since 
1982. Through its 2,000 donors, 
the organization delivers food to 
about 600 emergency food pro-
grams throughout the city.

“We’re just trying to do our 
share to end hunger in all five 
boroughs of New York City,” Levy 
said.

Its corporate offices are based 
in Manhattan, but in the past City 
Harvest handled its food rescue 
operations out of a 3,000-square-
foot facility in the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard, occasionally rented a freez-
er and kept its delivery trucks at 
locations throughout the five bor-
oughs.

With City Harvest’s new fa-
cility, at 55-01 2nd St. in Hunters 
Point, all that has changed. The 

Continued on Page 14

BY REBECCA HENELY

Astoria officials were telling 
their constituents to be aware and 
close their windows in light of the 
NYPD’s announcement that the 
authorities were searching for 
two individuals in connection 
with 11 burglaries in the neigh-
borhood in recent weeks and an-
other in June.

“It’s very disheartening to 
hear circumstances like that,” 
said state Assemblywoman Ara-
vella Simotas (D-Astoria).

Police seek duo 
in 12 burglaries
that hit Astoria

Continued on Page 14

Gangs change 
street culture

See inside

Biggest stories of 2011 
that defi ned borough 

in
the DARKK Pages 4-5, 16-17

City Harvest feeds boro’s hungry
Nonprofi t nears completion of LIC headquarters as it delivers 9M holiday meals
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
It has been a year of 

striking deals and sub-
mitting plans for develop-
ment projects in Queens, 
but the borough has seen 
little physical progress and 
sometimes fierce opposi-
tion to ambitious proposals 
as 2011 draws to a close.

Some huge deals were 
made by the city for hous-
ing and commercial proj-
ects that could 
change the face 
of Queens.

In Febru-
ary, the mayor’s 
office took a step 
forward in the Hunters 
Point South project, which 
the city hopes will eventu-
ally bring thousands of af-
fordable housing units to a 
brand new, 30-acre, mixed-
use development project on 
the Queens waterfront.

Phipps Houses, Re-
lated Cos. and Monadnock 
Construction have been 
selected to complete the 
first phase of the project, 

according to the city Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 
Phase I is made up of two 
mixed-use buildings which 
will contain more than 900 
housing units and roughly 
20,000 square feet of retail 
space. The project is slated 
for completion in 2014 on its 
footprint.

In Flushing, a hub of 
new construction for the 
city, a new developer got 
the green light to build 

over the land-
marked lobby of 
the RKO Keith’s 
theater on Main 
Street.

Manhattan 
developer Patrick Thomp-
son, who bought the dilapi-
dated theater after another 
project went bust in 2005, 
received an approval in 
July from the city Board 
of Standards and Appeals, 
an agency that grants ex-
ceptions and variances to 
construction projects, to 
go ahead with his plans to 
build a 17-story mixed-use 
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U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (l.) replaced former Congressman Anthony Weiner in a November special election when Turner became the first 
Republican to hold the Queens-Brooklyn seat since 1920. 

Turner win stuns boro in ’11
GOP businessman’s victory over Dem Weprin makes political history

Development projects 
thrive on paper only

The RKO Keith’s Theatre is still sitting in disrepair after a develop-
er unveiled plans to renovate it this year.

THE YEAR 
IN REVIEW

THE YEAR 
IN REVIEW
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BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
Heading into 2011, the 

Queens political scene was 
supposed to be unevent-
ful, with District Attorney 
Richard Brown facing no 
opposition and the foregone 
conclusion that Democratic 
judicial candidates would 
defeat their Republican ri-
vals as they have for every 
year in recent memory.

And while the No-
vember elections went as 
expected — Brown won a 
sixth term and the six Dem-
ocratic judges on the ballot 
won seats on the bench — 
one unforeseen contest in 
September with an improb-
able ending would shock the 

borough and the country.
A showdown between 

state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck) and 
retired Republican busi-
nessman Bob Turner was 
set in motion after then-
U.S. Rep. Antho-
ny Weiner be-
gan a fall from 
grace when he 
lied about send-
ing a lewd pho-
tograph of his crotch to his 
followers on Twitter.

As the scandal started 
to unfold in early June, 
Weiner, who at the time 
was considered the odds-on 
favorite to be the next may-
or, said the photo was not 
of him and that his Twitter 

account was hacked.
But then later that 

month, an X-rated photo 
of Weiner that he sent to 
a Twitter follower was re-
leased and the congress-
man admitted it was indeed 

him who sent the 
pictures.

As calls for 
his resignation 
grew louder, 
Weiner at first 

was granted a leave of ab-
sence and said he would go 
to rehab.

Ultimately, as his sup-
port diminished, Weiner 
held a news conference in 
late June at the Brooklyn 
senior center where he 
launched his political ca-

reer to announce his res-
ignation from Congress, 
saying the distraction he 
caused made it impossible 
for him to do his job.

As soon as Weiner left 
his seat and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo called a Sept. 13 spe-
cial election to succeed the 
congressman, speculation 
grew over who the Demo-
cratic Party would select to 
run on its line.

In the end, Democrat-
ic leaders from Brooklyn 
and Queens chose Weprin 
and Republicans turned 
to Turner, who ran unsuc-
cessfully against Weiner in 
2010.

In what was widely 
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 24-21 Steinway ST. Astoria, NY 11103 T:718-440-6415

Noisette 
Catering & Cakes For All Occasion

P A S T R I E S

Gay marriage passage hits home in Sunnyside, Jax Hts.
Van Bramer plans to tie knot with partner after joining Queens pols in advocating for watershed bill

BY REBECCA HENELY

Before Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo signed the bill 
June 24 that would legalize 
same-sex marriage in New 
York state, Astoria LGBT 
activist Brendan Fay and 
his husband, Dr. Thomas 
Moulton, helped same-sex 
couples in New York cross 
the border into Canada or 
into neighboring states to 
get married.

Now he receives mes-
sages from people in Ire-
land and Poland eager to 
marry in New York state.

“It was just so great to 
see couples getting married 
and right here in our city,” 
Fay said.

The June 24 vote came 
down to four Republican 
senators from upstate New 
York who voted in support 
of the measure, but the 
debate had been fought in 
Queens for years. The state 

Assembly had voted for 
marriage equality in 2007 
and 2009.

While 2011 would see 
all seven Queens senators 
vote in favor of the bill, in 
2009 five of Queens’ sena-
tors voted against the mea-
sure: current state Sens. 
Shirley Huntley (D-Jamai-
ca) and Joseph Addabbo Jr. 
(D-Howard Beach) and for-
mer Sens. George Onorato, 
Hiram Monserrate and 
Frank Padavan.

In 2011, the Queens po-
litical scene looked much 
different. Onorato retired 
and was replaced by Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria). 
Monserrate had been booted 
from the Senate following a 
misdemeanor assault con-
viction and lost the special 
election for the seat to Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst). 
Padavan, Queens’ only Re-
publican senator, lost to 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) in 

a contentious race.
Queens also now had 

two openly gay city coun-
cilmen — Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) — to advocate for 
the issue.

“The presence of these 
two capable, community-
oriented, active council-
men has shown that gay 
legislators will do a good 
job of representing their 
constituents across the 
board, which in turn rein-
forces the idea of gay people 
as members of the com-
munity,” Queens College 
political science professor 
Michael Krasner said in an 
e-mail.

In mid-June, a large 
swath of Queens legisla-
tors, led by U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), held a news con-
ference at Queens Borough 
Hall in support of marriage 

equality. Shortly afterward, 
Huntley and Addabbo an-
nounced they had taken 
polls of their districts and 
found their constituents 
now supported it.

Their flipped votes, 
along with a change of 
heart by then-Brooklyn 
Sen. Carl Kruger, meant 
all New York Senate Demo-
crats except for Sen. Ruben 
Diaz Sr. (D-Bronx) were in 
support of the measure.

The act passed June 
24 and was signed by Cuo-
mo the same day. A month 
later, 90 same-sex couples 
lined up at Queens Borough 
Hall to be married.

In November, Van 
Bramer and his longtime 
partner, Dan Hendrick, an-
nounced they will be join-
ing those who have been 
married in Queens next 
year.Judge Toko Serita (c.) performed a wedding ceremony for Therese 

Lendino (l.) and Laura Casini at Queens Borough Hall July 24, when 
same-sex marriage went into effect in New York state.
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BY JOE ANUTA, HOWARD 
KOPLOWITZ, IVAN PEREIRA AND 

CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
 

Last year 43 lives were lost to 
murder in southeast Queens.

It is difficult to determine 
how many of the 43 homicides 
were gang-related, but gang vio-
lence and easy access to guns 
coupled with an unwillingness of 
witnesses to come forward have 
made it hard for police and pros-
ecutors to do their jobs.

Law enforcement officers 
have yet to make arrests in 25 of 
those 43 murders, which occurred 
in three police precincts yet ac-
counted for nearly half of the 100 
murders throughout the borough 
last year. Those precincts — the 
103rd, 105th and 113th —cover the 
neighborhoods of Jamaica, St. Al-
bans, Cambria Heights, Queens 

Village, Laurel-
ton, Brookville, 
S p r i n g f i e l d 
Gardens, Roch-
dale Village, 

Hollis, New Hyde Park, Bellerose 
and Rosedale.

Tracking the role of gangs in 
the murders is a formidable task. 
Officials say even if a gang mem-
ber commits a murder, the killing 
is not necessarily gang-related. 
But community leaders contend 
the presence of gangs in south-
east Queens has contributed to 
a growing culture of violence in 
which disputes are too often set-
tled with bullets.

Of the 43 murders, at least 
one was allegedly committed by a 
gang member, according to Long 
Island prosecutors.

Luis Cherry, who the Suf-
folk County district attorney’s 
office believes is a member of the 
Crips, is charged with the Oct. 11, 
2010 killing of 26-year-old Tony 
McFadden, Jr. II. McFadden was 
not a member of any gang and led 
a non-violent lifestyle, including 
singing during Sunday services 
at his father’s Jamaica church, in 
Queens.

Cherry, who is also accused 
of being one of two shooters in a 
Suffolk County murder, allegedly 
rang the doorbell to the South Ja-
maica home where McFadden was 
living, asked for him by name and 
then fatally shot him, according 

to police.
Out of the 43 murders in 

southeast Queens last year, 35 in-
volved guns, according to police 
records analyzed by TimesLedg-
er Newspapers. In 16 of those gun-
related murders, the victim was 
shot in the head — the most com-
mon cause of death. 

This third part of an inves-
tigative series by TimesLedger 
Newspapers on the 43 murders 
explores the uneasy relationship 
between the authorities and the 
community, the changing na-
ture of gangs in the borough, the 
availability of guns and how two 
brothers who formerly ran a high-
profile Queens gang now use that 
experience on the streets to lead 
youngsters away from a life of 
crime.

NO-SNITCH CULTURE
There is no easy solution to 

ending the unforgiving cycle of 

murders in southeast Queens.
According to police statis-

tics through Dec. 11, the number 
of homicides in 2011 fell to 32 as 
compared to 48 in the same time-
frame of 2010.  A spokesman for 
the NYPD said its homicide rate 
last year was higher than the 43 
tracked by TimesLedger because 
police included victims who died 
in 2010 from injuries sustained in 
crimes in earlier years.   

However, southeast Queens 
leaders say the frequency of kill-
ings, which has taken many lives 
of young nameless, faceless black 
men, is still far too high in the 
three precincts.

“The biggest obstacle is wit-
ness cooperation. The missing 
piece is the community. How do 

we make cases? How do we stop 
shootings?” said a law enforce-
ment official who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity, referring to 
what is commonly known as the 
no-snitch culture. “Our hands are 
tied. We have to prove our cases.”

The source said that witness-
es are primarily afraid of retali-
ation, while another factor is the 
upheaval that sometimes comes 
with cooperating with investiga-
tors.

“How many people want to 
be relocated?” the source said.

City Councilman James 
Sanders (D-Laurelton) witnesses 
the no-snitch culture firsthand in 
his district.

He sees the lack of coopera-
tion with authorities as a wide-

spread problem, but looking 
through the eyes of many of his 
constituents, he said officers are 
not making it easy on themselves, 
especially when they engage in 
the controversial policy of “stop 
and frisk.” 

“It is leading to a community 
disinvestment,” Sanders said. 
“Police are not seen as friendly 
Officer Joe on the corner, but 
the force that pulls up suddenly, 
throws you up against the wall 
and goes through your pockets.”

The NYPD declined to com-
ment about the councilman’s 
claim. 

Sanders hopes that more 
training could lead to a better re-
lationship between police and the 
community, which in turn could 

A comb containing a shank was on display during a joint presentation by a member of the DOE’s Gang Intelligence Unit and an NYPD gang specialist in November. 
Authorities showed parents how gang members were able to hide weapons in everyday objects. Photo by Christina Santucci

Councilman James Sanders carries a rifle into a gun buyback event in Laurelton in 2009. Photo by Christina Santucci

LUIS CHERRY
Photo Courtesy Suffolk DA
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help law enforcement crack more cases.
But despite the barrier of silence that 

is often erected between the NYPD and 
residents, authorities have put a lot of re-
sources into tracking the growth of gangs 
in Queens.

GANGS IN QUEENS
Gangs started appearing in the bor-

ough in the early 1990s, when the Hispanic 
gang Latin Kings was dominant.

Around that time, predominant black 
 gangs that originated in Los Angeles – the 
Bloods and the Crips – established them-
selves in the city.

“We never thought we’d see the Bloods 
and the Crips because that was so Califor-
nia,” the law enforcement source said.  But 
fighting between Bloods and Crips mem-
bers, who were bitter rivals, was detected 
by law enforcement in Queens around 
1999.

“The breeding ground was schools,” 
the source said. “Now we’ve seen gangs in 
elementary school.”

Gangs are becoming more sophisticat-
ed in the way they communicate with one 
another – oftentimes through social media 
and texting - and in showing their affilia-
tions, authorities said.

“That’s the way [gang members] com-
municate with your children — what gang 
they are in,” said a member of the DOE’s 
Gang Intelligence Unit during a presenta-
tion in November describing small graffiti 
tags on book bags and different colors in 
the lining of clothes.

On display for parents at that presen-
tation were items like belt buckles that hid 
knives and box cutters. Even a comb pulled 
apart to reveal a shank.

NEIGHBORHOOD CREWS
Large gangs such as the Bloods and 

Crips have seen their influence wane in fa-
vor of smaller gangs, according to Michael 
Rourke, assistant special agent in charge 
of the FBI’s Manhattan office.

“What we’re seeing is a rise of these 
localized, neighborhood gangs,” he said. 
“They’re fighting over turf as opposed to 
an ethos or an ideology.”

These pocket gangs, sources said, 
are adept at using technology and com-
municate with each other over Facebook 
and Twitter, making it easier for crews to 
gather a group of people together to settle 
a beef quickly.

Due to their smaller size, these gangs 
are harder for law enforcement to identify. 

“We are looking for that structure 
sometimes and we don’t see it as clearly as 
with the larger gangs,” Rourke said.

FBI officials said that these localized 
gangs may be as violent or even more so 
than larger groups.

And that increase in violence reflects 
a shift away from traditional gang enter-
prise, according to Sanders. 

The bigger gangs certainly engage 
in violent behavior, but one of their main 
functions is selling drugs, the councilman 

said. And in the business of pushing drugs, 
violence is bad for profits.

“They don’t want any crime taking 
place. Crime brings the police,” he said. 
“They want nice, passive, they want ev-
erything quiet. So when you take away the 
businessmen, now you have the rivals, the 
next group.” 

KING OF KINGS
Todd and Lance Feurtado are two 

brothers who made millions running a no-
torious drug gang in the borough but now 
work to steer young people away from vio-
lence. They once headed the Seven Crowns 
outfit in southeast Queens in the 1970s and 
1980s. They, too, have noticed a shift in 
how conflicts are dealt with on the streets, 
where today’s youth are more prone to set-
tling scores with guns than earlier gangs 
were.

After being released from prison in 
2003, the Feurtados started the King of 
Kings Foundation, designed to prevent 
youth in Queens and other parts of the city  
from turning to drugs and violence.  It was 
a remarkable change in priorities for the 
brothers, who  said at one time their gang 
made $30 million a week and they became 
millionaires before their 20th birthdays.

“We were trendsetters, but we weren’t 
violent,” Todd Feurtado said. “And that’s 
not to say that if someone thought we 
might’ve wanted a foot to trip Johnny, 
Johnny didn’t get tripped, but we don’t con-

done stuff like that and if there was ever a 
time where Richie and Harold were getting 
ready to clash with each other, back then 
we were even mediators back then, so we 
were anti-violence.”

Lance Feurtado said the streets of 
southeast Queens during his heyday “had 
rules. There were laws. There were rules, 
codes and there was a level of respect.

“Today’s youth ... they’re just running 
reckless. They have no sense of direction at 
all and they have this whole, ‘I don’t care,’ 
attitude,” he said.

The Seven Crowns, the brothers said, 
was strictly about making money and not 
about instilling fear or violence while to-
day’s gangs might even target those with 
no gang affiliation.

“If you were a civilian, then you were 
a civilian,” Lance Feurtado said. “There 
was no going out and taking down a ci-
vilian. We were respecters of life and we 
respected our neighborhood and our com-
munities. We believed in the preservation 
of life. We didn’t take lives or nothing like 
that.”

Lance Feurtado said today’s youth 
have more opportunities to get into trou-
ble, especially drug dealers who distribute 
their wares outside corner stores.

“Back in our day and time, stores 
didn’t stay open 24 hours, so you couldn’t 
hang out in front of a store at 1, 2, 3 o’clock 
in the morning. Now you got cats hanging 
out at 3, 4 o’clock in the morning in front of 

stores. You could just be going in the store 
to grab knick-knacks and they look at you 
like you’re prey.”

SOCIAL GUNS
In some areas of southeast Queens, all 

it takes is a knock on your neighbor’s door 
to get a gun.

State Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-St. Al-
bans) said he believes a third of the kill-
ings in southeast Queens in 2010 could be 
attributed to so-called “social guns.”

Smith said a gun owner will bury the 
firearm in bushes or another secret spot 
and share it with the community, renting 
it out for hours or a day at a time.

A law enforcement source attributed 
the use of social guns to the economics of 
an area – residents of southeast Queens 
may not be able to afford their own gun.

“It’s called a neighborhood gun,” 
Smith said. “Forty years ago, kids were 
fighting with their hands.”

About 90 percent of guns used in 
crimes come from out of state and of those, 
90 percent are illegal, according to the state 
attorney general’s office.

Smith said he believes most of the mur-
ders last year were due to retaliation, but it 
was unclear why the arguments started in 
the first place.

“Why the murders have gone up? 
That’s anybody’s guess,” Smith said. 
“People are concerned, there’s no question 
about it.” 

Todd and Lance Feurtado (l.-r.) once ran the Seven Crowns gang in southeast Queens and now the King of Kings Foundation, whose mission is to educate 
youth about the consequences of gun use, gang violence, drug abuse and selling drugs. Photo by Christina Santucci
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NOTICE OF
NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY

AS TO STUDENTS
The Cambria School of Excellence, Inc. admits students of
any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights,
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or

made available to students at the school. It does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic

origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and

other school-administered programs.

CAMBRIA  SCHOOLCAMBRIA  SCHOOL

6TH – 8TH GRADES

Get exclusive 
Prep-School Education without 

The high cost and Manhattan commute.

CAMBRIA SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE

 Rigorous Academic Programs
 Cultivates Self-Confidence, Leadership, 

     Character & Excellence
 French, Spanish, Mandarin
 Latin/Public Speaking/Entrepreneurship
 Piano/Strings and Band
 Chartered by NYS Education Dept.

233-10 Linden Blvd., Cambria Heights, NY 11411
718-341-1991ext. 231 ~ Call for an appointment.

122-16 15th Ave. College Point NY 11356
(718) 321-0980 F: (718) 321-0981

www.rctperformance.com

Mention this 
ad to receive a 

$20.00
Discount on your
wheel alignment!!!

Long Island Children’s Museum
11 Davis Avenue, Garden City, NY 11530 • On Charles Lindbergh Blvd. (Museum Row) near the Nassau Coliseum • 516-224-5800 • www.licm.org 

• Explore folktales and a far away land
• Create “messy” fun (we’ll handle the clean-up!)
• Enjoy live music and puppet performances*
• Make memories
PLUS:  LICM’s “Noon” Year’s Eve party:
Countdown to 12!—December 31

*Additional fee for 
theater performance.
LICM Theater performances receive support from
the Institute of Museum and Library Services, New
York State Council on the Arts and NYSCA
ArtWORKS for Young People.

Dragons & Fairies: Exploring Viet Nam Through
Folktales is presented by the Freeman Foundation
Asian Exhibit Initiative, administered by the
Association of Children’s Museum and created by
The Children’s Museum of Houston. 

Celebrate family time! Dragons & Fairies

Ben Rudnick & Friends

Messy
Afternoons

Countdown to 12!



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, D
EC. 29, 2011-J

AN. 4, 2012 

WE

7Top 10 news stories of the year in Queens
  1) U.S. Rep. Anthony 

Weiner is forced to resign 
in June after sexting sev-
eral young woman, setting 
the stage for the election of 
Bob Turner, the first Re-
publican to win the Queens 
seat in 90 years.

2) Resorts World Ca-
sino New York City opens 
in late October, the first 
video lottery terminal gam-
ing spot in the city and the 
creator of 2,800 jobs.  The 
development cost hundreds 
of millions of dollars to 
construct, including a $370 
million upfront payment to 
the state.

3) Same-sex marriage 
becomes legal in New York 
state, with 90 couples lining 
up at the Queens Marriage 

License Bureau on the first 
day, July 24.

4) The FBI launches 
an investigation into the 
fund-raising practices of 

city Comptroller John Liu, 
who represented Flushing 
in the City Council and was 
considered the Democratic 
frontrunner for mayor in 
2013.

5) The Asian popula-
tion in Queens grew by 
nearly 60 percent between 
2000 and 2010, according to 
the latest Census report re-

leased in July, while whites 
and blacks left the nation’s 
most ethnically diverse 
county in droves.

6) Six teenagers are 
charged with murder as a 
hate crime after an 18-year-
old boy was beaten to death 
outside a Woodhaven house 
party in March because 
his attackers mistakenly 
thought he was gay.

7) Queens Republican 
operative John Haggerty 
is sentenced to as much as 
four years in prison in De-
cember after being found 
guilty of stealing $1.1 mil-
lion of the mayor’s money 
to buy his father’s house in 
Forest Hills.

8) Pat Dolan, head of 
the Queens Civic Congress 
who fought many battles 
to better the borough over 
many decades, is killed by 
a car in November as she 

crossed Hillside Avenue to 
attend a meeting on trans-
portation safety. She was 
71.

9) Two state agen-
cies investigate the Indian 
Cultural and Community 
Center over its acquisition 
of Creedmoor property at a 
steep discount. The ICCC’s 
plan faces stiff opposition 
from civic organizations 
and Community Board 13, 
which votes overwhelm-
ingly against the group’s 
proposal.

10) Barbara Sheehan 
draws a sentence of five 
years in prison on a gun 
possession charge in No-
vember  after a grand jury 
acquits her of murdering 
her husband in the bath-
room of their Howard 
Beach home. Her lawyer ac-
cused the Queens judicial 
system of not protecting 
battered women.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Many Hollywood films have 
at the center of their plots the de-
struction of a great metropolis at 
the hands of Mother Nature, and 
in 2011 Queens came closer than 
any year in recent memory to re-
sembling a high-budget disaster 
flick.

As the year started, the 
ground was still covered with 
the snow that had been dumped 
by a blizzard in the waning days 
of 2010, and as the piles of snow 
melted away  many in the borough 
were starting to gripe about the 
city’s response, or lack thereof, 
which left residents stranded for 
days as they waited for the roads 
to be plowed

City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) came for-
ward with a claim that two city 
Department of Transportation 
and three city Sanitation De-
partment employees assigned 
to Queens had confided in them 
that they were asked by supervi-
sors “to take their time” plowing 
roads because the “mayor’s office 
doesn’t care about them.” 

Two more major snowstorms 

in January blanketed some parts 
of the borough with more than 
24 additional inches of the white 
stuff, and as the weather warmed 
city officials turned up the heat 
on Halloran’s clam of a snow 
slowdown.

In June, the city Department 
of Investigation released a report 
concluding the councilman’s 
claim did not hold water.

“In toto, Mr. Halloran’s in-
formation about city employee 

statements contributed no actual 
evidence about a possible slow-
down,” Investigation said.

Speaking of water, the period 
of June, July and August was the 
wettest since the National Weath-
er Service began keeping records 
at John F. Kennedy International 
and LaGuardia airports in the 
late 1940s.

“For JFK and LaGuardia, 
there were two systems that came 
in before Tropical Storm Irene 

and recorded a lot of rainfall,” 
said NWS meteorologist David 
Stark. “A couple of weeks before 
[Irene], a system came in and a 
thunderstorm sat over the area 
for a couple of hours. They really 
spiked up the numbers for the 
three-month period.”

That freak thunderstorm un-
leashed flash floods on Cross Is-
land Parkway and battered some 
neighborhoods with 
hail Aug. 1.

“I’ve never seen 
hail that big in New 
York before, said 
Glen Oaks Village 
Co-op President Bob 
Friedrich. “It was as if some-
body had a case of baseballs and 
dropped them on the lawn.”

Snow, rain and hail can be 
expected around these parts, but 
almost everyone was caught by 
surprise Aug. 23 when the ground 
started to shake.

Just before 2 p.m., a 5.9-mag-
nitude quake struck near Rich-
mond, Va., and the reverbera-
tions sent people across Queens 
scampering out of buildings. The 
ground shook for about 20 sec-
onds, and flights at both borough 
airports were grounded for a 

little less than an hour. The city’s 
subways and the Long Island Rail 
Road kept moving on a normal 
schedule.

Councilman James Gennaro 
(D-Fresh Meadows), who is also 
a trained geologist, said the last 
earthquake to make a direct hit 
on New York was in 1884, when 
a 5.3-magnitude quake struck 
just off Brooklyn but left hardly 

any devastation in its 
wake.

In the lead-up to 
Irene, Queens battened 
down the hatches and 
low-lying areas such as 
Broad Channel and the 

Rockaways were ordered evacu-
ated — a first for New York City.

When the tropical storm 
struck Queens in the early morn-
ing hours of Aug. 28, it battered 
both the shores and the mainland 
with rain and heavy winds.

“Between the storm and the 
high tide, everything’s ruined,” 
said 69-year-old George Zach, who 
was one of many Broad Channel 
residents whose basement flood-
ed during the storm.

Homes were destroyed in 
Broad Channel, Hunters Point 

Barbara Sheehan (c.) leaves court after her sentencing. She is surrounded by her family and lawyer 
Michael Dowd (r.).

Mother Nature tested Queens with snow, rain, quake

Debris litters Jamaica Bay in Broad Channel following Tropical Storm Irene.
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Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

nyhq.org

A higher level of Orthopaedic and 
Rehabilitative care. Right here.

Does your shoulder hurt  
again today? 

How about that knee?  
Get relief, right here. 

And get back to the things you love. 

THE BONE AND JOINT  HOSPITAL OF QUEENS

Whether your pain comes from arthritis or an injury, you 
can get relief, right now, right here. You don’t have to live 
with serious bone or joint pain in your knees, hips, shoulders 
or wrists, especially if you live in Queens. 

Today, you can find all the treatment, technology and 
rehabilitation support you need to get right back to doing 
the things you love. Ask your doctor or call the orthopaedic 
specialists at the Bone and Joint Hospital of Queens – right 
here at New York Hospital Queens. 

Call 866-670-OUCH (6824) to learn more about our  
innovative and minimally invasive joint repair techniques. 

Ranked Among Top 5% in the Nation for Joint Replacement &
Five-Star Rated for Overall Orthopedic Services (2011-2012)

Ranked #5 in New York for Joint Replacement and Spine Surgery (2012)
Recipient of HealthGrades Joint Replacement Excellence Award™ (2010-2012)

POLICE 

Blotter

Deli worker takes gun away from robber: Brown

ASTORIA — A Brook-
lyn man was arraigned ear-
lier this month on charges 
he allegedly tried to rob an 
Astoria deli at gunpoint 
in 2010 when a deli worker 
took the gun away from 
him, a spokeswoman for 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said.

Manuel Santos, 31, 
of 1549 Prospect Place in 
Brooklyn, allegedly en-
tered the Lantigua Deli, 
at 30-74 14th St. in Astoria, 
around 7:20 a.m. May 29, 
2010, wearing a black mask 
and gloves and pointed a 

black firearm at two deli 
employees, according to the 
criminal complaint.

One of the workers 
then started struggling 
with another man suspect-
ed of holding up the store 
and that man hit the em-
ployee on the head with a 
glass bottle, the complaint 
said.

During the struggle, 
one round from the second 
suspect’s gun discharged, 
although it did not hit any-
one, according to the com-
plaint.

A Glock .23 40-caliber, 

semi-automatic pistol and 
one spent shell casing from 
the gun were recovered 
from the deli and the pis-
tol was loaded with 12 live 
rounds, the complaint said.

Santos was arraigned 
Dec. 16 before Queens 
Criminal Court Judge 
John Zoll on charges of at-
tempted robbery, criminal 
possession of a weapon and 
reckless endangerment, the 
spokeswoman said.

Zoll set bail at $100,000 
and ordered Santos to re-
turn to court Friday, the 
spokeswoman said.

Teen, 16, steals phone during G train fight: DA

An accident involving a truck that spilled produce all over the eastbound Grand Central Parkway 
snarled traffic on both sides of the parkway for hours Tuesday morning at 31st Street in Astoria. 
The front of the truck is perpendicular to the normal flow of traffic. Breaking News Network re-
ported one injury in the accident. The cause of the crash was not immediately known. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

RIDGEWOOD — A 
teenager was arraigned 
this month on charges he 
stole a cell phone during a 
massive fight on a G train 
subway car in Ridgewood, 
a spokeswoman for District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
said.

Jonathan Bueno, 16, 
of 11 Stagg St. in Brooklyn, 
allegedly approached two 
men riding the G train as 
it passed Fresh Pond Road 
and 67th Avenue in Ridge-

wood between 8 p.m. and 
8:04 p.m. Nov. 11 and asked 
the men what kind of elec-
tronic devices they had 
on them, according to the 
criminal complaint.

Bueno then allegedly 
tried to swipe one of the 
men’s cell phones when a 
fight involving a few other 
defendants ensued and one 
of the suspects hit the vic-
tims with a cane, the com-
plaint said.

One of the victims 

noticed his cell phone was 
missing after the melee, the 
complaint said.

Bueno allegedly ad-
mitted to officers that he 
was on the train, fought 
the victims, stole their cell 
phones and sold the items, 
the complaint said.

The Brooklyn teen was 
arraigned Dec. 15 before 
Queens Criminal Court 
Judge Suzanne Melendez 
on robbery charges, the 
spokeswoman said.
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI
 
Queens’ arts and cul-

tural venues celebrated an 
exciting chapter in 2011, re-
plete with renovation and 
reorganization.

In the first month of 
2011, the Museum of the 
Moving Image in Astoria 
reopened after a major face-
lift and a three-story addi-
tion. The museum unveiled 
its bejeweled, mirrored and 
transparent glass portal to 
visitors Jan. 15.

As a result of its trans-
formation, MOMI has dou-
bled in size from 50,000 to 
97,700 square feet.

The film museum’s $67 
million capital project — 
which was given $54.7 mil-
lion from the city — result-
ed in several new program 
spaces: a 267-seat theater, 
a 68-seat screening room, a 
video screening amphithe-
ater, gallery for changing 
exhibitions, an education 
center, on-site collection 
storage, courtyard garden, 
café and museum store and 

an upgraded, reinstalled, 
15,000-square foot, interac-
tive, permanent exhibition, 
“Behind the Screen.”

Former museum direc-
tor Rochelle Slovin, who re-
tired in February, said “the 
inauguration of this new 
building, almost 30 years 
to the day after this insti-
tution was founded, brings 
to a close our early history, 

while opening a major new 
chapter.”

The current executive 
director is Carl Goodman.

“It’s been almost one 
year since we reopened the 
museum in our expanded 
facilities,” Goodman said. 
“Since then our attendance 
has nearly tripled as the 
public, locally and beyond, 
embraced not just the new 

building but the exhibi-
tions, screenings and edu-
cation programs that take 
place here each day.”

The museum extend-
ed the current exhibition, 
“Jim Henson’s Fantastic 
World,” until March 4 due 
to its popularity.

Further east in the 
borough, Queens Theatre 
welcomed a new executive 

director in late March. Ray 
Cullom came to Queens 
from the Long Wharf The-
atre in New Haven, Conn., 
where he was managing 
director.

“The first eight months 
of my tenure have been a pe-
riod of great discovery and 
t r a n s i t i o n . 
We’re chang-
ing from be-
ing primarily 
a presenting 
theatre — that 
pays/presents 
outside performing artists 
— to a producing theater, a 
company that produces and 
builds its own work inter-
nally with a real focus on 
Queens and Queens-based 
artists,” he said.

“CHIX6,” a co-produc-
tion, was the largest ever 
to appear at the Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park the-
ater and turned out to be 
the best-attended show in 
its 21-year history.

“I was guilty of under-
estimating our audience’s 
appetite for new and differ-

ent programming, which 
for the past many seasons 
had become rather static,” 
said Cullom. “The response 
from our audience base — 
and from the media — to all 
the exciting changes here 
has been overwhelmingly 
positive.”

Collum even 
advocated for 
a tweak to the 
theater-within-a-
park’s title.

“ W e ’ v e 
dropped the ‘in 

the park’ from our name 
because our cultural part-
ner in Manhattan, ‘Shake-
speare in the Park,’ has 
done such a grand job of 
branding the phrase that 
many believed we were an 
outdoor summer theater,” 
he said.

Back west along the 
East River, Socrates Sculp-
ture Park in Long Island 
City announced the ap-
pointment of its next execu-
tive director, John Hatfield, 
who will officially start in 

BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
It was a down year 

for parents, students and 
teachers at Jamaica High 
School and three other 
southeast Queens schools 
after the city finally moved 
ahead with its 
plan to shut down 
the institutions, 
but their support-
ers said they will 
continue to fight 
in 2012.

Since the start of the 
school year, students at Ja-
maica High have lost a lot 
of their spirit, since they 
know they will be the last 
students to graduate from 
the 120-year-old campus.

James Eterno, a social 
studies teacher and Unit-
ed Federation of Teach-
ers chapter leader for the 
school, said despite the 
city’s mandate that Jamai-
ca stop admitting freshman 
in the fall, the faculty and 

student body will not let its 
legacy end on a whimper. 

“We’re disappointed 
in the way it’s gone. But it’s 
not over till it’s over,” he 
said.

Emotions rang high 
in January when the city 

D e p a r t m e nt 
of Education 
held a meet-
ing at the 
school to dis-
cuss its plans 

for the phase-out. The city 
said Jamaica High, Beach 
Channel High School, PS 
30 in Jamaica and IS 231 in 
Springfield Gardens had 
low graduation rates as well 
as poor school report cards 
and needed to be replaced 
by smaller schools.

Hundreds of support-
ers packed the auditorium, 
including notable alumni 
such as City Councilman 
Leroy Comrie (D-St. Al-
bans) and state Assembly-
man David Weprin (D-Lit-

tle Neck), and blasted the 
city for what they called 
academic hypocrisy.

 Jamaica High’s land-
marked building, at 167-
01 Gothic Drive, shares 
its space with three other 
high schools — Queens Col-
legiate High, the Hillside 
Arts & Letters Academy 

and the High School for 
Community Leadership — 
and the other institutions 
had better school supplies 
and equipment since they 
were established last year , 
according to teachers.

“This is the worst case 
of separate and unequal 
I’ve ever seen,” state Sen. 

Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who became a staunch sup-
porter for the school after 
he was elected to office, told 
the DOE members at the 
meeting.

The protest continued 
until February, when the 
city Panel for Educational 
Policy voted for the phase-
out at Brooklyn Technical 
High School. Thousands 
of students from targeted 
schools across the city took 
to the school’s massive au-
ditorium to criticize newly 
appointed city Schools 
Chancellor Cathie Black 
right to her face.

Unlike the year before, 
where protesters made 
their voices heard through-
out the seven-hour meeting 
and vote , everyone staged 
a major walkout less than 
an hour into the event and 
did not wait for the panel to 
vote for the closures.

Eterno said he was 
proud of the show of sup-

port for Jamaica High be-
cause even though  the big 
turnout did not have an 
impact on the school’s fate , 
it resonated among New 
Yorkers.

“It showed we could 
bring a lot of people from 
the school community out. 
It was not only students, it 
was parents, teachers and 
alumni who came out and 
said it was not right,” he 
said.

Parents and teachers 
at Beach Channel High, 
PS 30 and IS 231 joined in 
the fight to prevent the clo-
sures and also challenged 
the city’s plans but said 
they did not have adequate 
time or support to improve 
their academics.

“One year was not 
enough to see if it would 
make a difference,” said 
Councilman James Sand-
ers (D-Laurelton), who 
tried to stop the shuttering 

The Museum of Moving Image added more than 40,000 square feet of theater and program space. 
Construction was completed this year. Photo by Francis Dzikowski/Esto

Southeast Queens schools lose fi ght to save their future

Jamaica High School instructors have been forced to share space 
and teach using out of date equipment and resources. 

Photo courtesy James Eterno

Continued on Page 30
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Ban hydrofracking in New York state
An open letter to Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo:

T
he sneaky ways the 
big oil companies are 
using to promote the 
drilling technique 

known as hydraulic frac-
turing, or hydrofracking, 
is enough to arouse grave 
suspicions that the proce-
dure is as dangerous as the 
environmental scientists 
say it is.

Many questions arise. 
Why are there large finan-

cial contributions by en-
ergy companies to certain 
congressional campaigns? 
Why is there secrecy about 
the toxic chemical mix in-
jected into the shale bed-
rock, and why is it further 
cloaked under a heading of 
“proprietary protection’?

Why are there only 
four public hearings in all 
of New York and only one 
hearing in all of New York 
City when this is such an 
important issue? Why are 

no e-mails or letters accept-
ed as testimony? Why do 
interested parties have to 
sign up in advance and only 
then be allowed to testify in 
person at the hearings?

Why the unseemly 
rush to approve such a 
frightening and apparently 
irreversible action?

Many of us saw the “60 
Minutes” segment where 
tap water on a Pennsylva-
nia farm burst into flames 
when a match was lit near 

it. The gas was methane, 
one of the pollutants in-
volved in global warming. 
From what we know so far, 
the risks of hydrofracking 
outweigh the potential ben-
efits of this potential envi-
ronmental disaster.

Please put a total ban 
on hydrofracking. Save us 
from big oil.

Marjorie Ferrigno
Flushing

TAKE A SECOND LOOK
There are a few reasons why the city should not go 

forward with plans to open a garbage transfer station on 
the waterfront in College Point. One of the strongest is that 
the flocks of birds attracted to the garbage will endanger 
planes landing at and taking off from nearby LaGuardia 
Airport.

This concern was raised earlier this year, only to be 
dismissed by Randy Babbit, head of the Federal Aviation 
Administration. Babbit recently resigned after being ar-
rested for a DWI. He has been replaced by his second in 
command, who we hope will take a second look at the con-
cerns raised by Friends of LaGuardia Airport.

This group is not persuaded by City Hall, which in-
sists that the facility will not create a danger. The city ar-
gues that garbage will be containerized and not increase 
the presence of birds.

But U.S. Reps. Gary Ackerman and Joseph Crowley 
asked the FAA to take a second look at the transfer station. 
They question why the College Point facility was given the 
go-ahead with all that is known about bird strikes.

This comes at a time when the airport is planning a 
major expansion. Delta Airlines said it plans to add an ad-
ditional 100 new flights and 29 new destinations. It is fool-
ish to jeopardize this expansion by opening a transfer sta-
tion that could be built in a safer location.

We hope the new FAA director will agree that the 
transfer station is not good for the airport or the people 
who call College Point home.

GUILTY PASTOR
Pastor Phillip Joubert will spend the next five years 

in prison for sexually abusing his teenage daughter in 
their Bayside home in 2009.

Joubert admitted to inappropriate contact, but was 
acquitted of rape and incest at his trial last month. When 
he gets out, he will have to register as a sex offender.

He got off easy. He could have been sentenced to 14 
years.

Joubert’s wife asked the judge to throw the book at 
her soon-to-be-former husband because he still has not 
apologized for what he did.

Justice Barry Krohn said he took into account the 25 
letters talking about the pastor’s commendable character.

Forget them. The fact that he was a respected minis-
ter makes his crime that much more contemptible.
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Guv must restore funding for state child care program
C

reated by the state 
Office of Children 
and Family Ser-
vices in 2006, the 

state Kinship Caregiver 
Program was meant to 
provide vital funding and 
services to grandparents 
and other familial caregiv-
ers who find themselves 
tasked with raising young 
children. It is supposed to 
help children stay in loving 
environments by maintain-
ing a sense of stability and 
the familiar and prevent-
ing them from entering fos-
ter care.

Now, this program is 
under attack. Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, in an effort to trim 
fat from the state budget, 
has cut funding for the pro-
gram by more than 80 per-
cent, down to $500,000 from 
$2.7 million in 2009. The 
effect has been immediate 
and devastating for grand-

parents and other loved 
ones trying to raise chil-
dren who might otherwise 
have ended up in the state’s 
foster care system.

Few institutions suf-
fer worse from a faltering 
economy than the institu-
tion of the family. Desper-
ate parents may find them-
selves out of work, working 
longer hours, searching 
across state lines for jobs 
and succumbing to the 
pressures of long-term un-
employment with all the as-
sociated burdens and hard-
ships. The difficulties can 
tear families apart, causing 
added pressure and undue 
trauma on the most vulner-
able segment of our society: 
our children.

All too often, other rel-
atives must step in. Grand-
parents, aunts, uncles — 
even close family friends 
— can become foster par-

ents for children whose 
own parents, for whatever 
reason, cannot handle the 
stress of parenthood at this 
moment in their lives.

That is where the Kin-
ship Caregiver Program is 
meant to provide help.

Since the turn of the 
century, the number of 
children raised by family 
members other than their 
birth parents has grown 
to almost 8 million, with 
almost 200,000 in New York 
state. Almost everyone can 
think of someone raised by 
a grandparent or who lived 
long-term with an aunt or 
uncle while their own par-
ents sorted through any 
number of personal diffi-
culties — from unemploy-
ment to mental illness, 
incarceration, economic 
hardship, divorce or do-
mestic violence.

The Kinship Caregiver 

Program is not a catch-all, 
and children still do not 
receive all the service they 
need in the form of health 
care, education assistance 
or after-school program-
ming. Nonetheless, the 
program goes a long way 
toward helping families 
in kinship arrangements 
make ends meet and keep-
ing a sense of family unit 
for children whose lives 
have been torn apart.

Studies have shown 
the benefits children de-
rive when raised by fam-
ily members rather than 
the foster system. Children 
raised by grandparents or 
other relatives have fewer 
health issues and behav-
ioral problems and derive 
the benefits of full-time 
caregivers who have a di-
rect and personal bond 
with the child. Children 
themselves report higher 

satisfaction and happiness 
in kinship families than in 
foster care.

Kinship Caregiver 
programs help house kids 
in loving homes in better 
circumstances than foster 
care at an exponentially 
lower cost to the taxpayers. 
It is estimated that there 
are at least 20 children in 
kinship care for every child 
in the foster care system. 
Each foster care child costs 
the state approximately 
$22,000 per year, whereas 
kinship programs cost less 
than $500 per year as fam-
ily members help facilitate 
the bulk of the cost of pro-
viding care.

New York state’s fos-
ter care program supports 
22,000 kids at an annual 
cost of $3 billion a year; by 
contrast, more than 200,000 
of New York children are 
raised in kinship families.

Before issuing these 
cuts to the Kinship Care-
giver Program, Cuomo 
heard from advocates who 
requested a mere $1.3 mil-
lion to continue the Kin-
ship program. Can there be 
any doubt that children are 
better off when raised by 
people who love them?

In difficult economic 
times, it is right and proper 
that we seek to tighten our 
fiscal belt to prevent calam-
ity, but never should we 
seek to balance our budget 
on the backs of children. 
For a mere $500 a year, we 
can keep these children in 
loving homes, in safe condi-
tions and away from dan-
ger.

James Sanders
City Councilman

(D-Laurelton)

Koo not clear on what area he represents
An open letter to City 

Councilman Peter Koo (R-
Flushing):

I
n a story that ran Nov. 30 
on “Fox 5 News,” Ashley 
Mastronardi reported 
on the Broadway-Flush-

ing Homeowners Associa-
tion’s efforts to receive New 
York City Landmark His-
toric District status for its 
neighborhood. Broadway-
Flushing has already been 
placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, 
with more than 1,300 prop-
erties within its boundar-
ies.

BFHA has spent sig-
nificant time and capital 
in our quest to further 
protect our neighborhood 
from overdevelopment, 
which we consider land-
marking to do. More than 
85 percent of the residents 
in Broadway-Flushing are 
in favor of the designation 
and every elected official 
that represents our neigh-
borhood has supported us, 

including state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), former 
Sen. Frank Padavan, state 
Assemblyman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows), 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) and Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall. Community Board 7 
voted unanimously twice 
to support the landmark-
ing of our neighborhood in 
2005 and 2009.

Which brings us to the 
point: Your staff member, 
James McClelland, was in-
terviewed at your constitu-
ent office — with you in at-
tendance at some point, as 
was shown on “Fox 5 News” 
— for this story.

McClelland first said 
that “he is against turning 
the neighborhood into a 
historical district because 
development is inevitable 
and good for the commu-
nity.” He also said that 
“it’s tough to legislate good 
taste or what you think is 
good taste ... they bought 

the house, they paid the 
mortgage and unless it’s, 
you know, mandated by 
some kind of city code, they 
should be able to do what 
they want.”

We are confused as to 
why he should make this 
statement when you were a 
member of CB 7, you voted 
both times to support the 
creation of a Broadway-
Flushing Landmark His-
toric District and the area 
is not in your district and 
never has been.

We know we have a fan-
tastic neighborhood or we 
would not have been able to 
receive National Register 
of Historic Places status. 
We know that even with 
landmarking, new develop-
ment will take place. Land-
marking does not freeze 
neighborhoods like a fly in 
amber — it merely helps to 
protect what is considered 
architecturally or histori-
cally important and makes 
sure that new development 

fits in better with the exist-
ing neighborhood.

While we support your 
right to your freedom of 
speech and opinions, we 
are disturbed by your op-
position to something that 
has overwhelming support 
from the residents and prop-
erty owners of Broadway-
Flushing and the elected 
officials who represent us 
and that you yourself had 
previously supported as a 
member of our community 
board.

Finally, we are out-
raged that your staff 
member would say these 
opinions on a network tele-
vision news program with-
out identifying your office 
as not representing our 
neighborhood.

Mel Siegel
President

Broadway-Flushing 
Homeowners’ Association

Flushing

Pol’s rating in study 
shows independence

I 
was bemused and a bit 
offended by the headline 
in the Dec. 22-28 Bayside 
Times story, “Halloran 

ranks low on human rights 
rating.”

I received a “C” grade 
in the Urban Justice Cen-
ter’s ranking of City Coun-
cil members’ human rights 
voting records. My rating 
was higher than any oth-
er member in northeast 
Queens and rated in the 
middle of the pack city-
wide.

That is not low at all. 
I had a higher score than 
local Councilmen Mark 
Weprin (C-), Peter Koo (C-) 
and Jim Gennaro (D+). 
Yet these councilmen were 
not called out for their low 
scores.

Instead of wrongly 
calling me out for a low 

rating, your story might 
have noted that my rating 
showed my independence. 
I am a Republican, but ac-
tually scored higher than 
many Democrats in this 
rating. I vote my conscience 
and principles, not on party 
line.

Additionally, I ques-
tion the methodology of the 
UJC’s ratings, especially its 
decision to penalize me for 
voting against a bill that 
would require religious 
crisis pregnancy centers to 
advertise the fact that they 
do not provide abortions.

If the UJC stood for 
anything, it would oppose 
such infringements on faith 
and free speech.

Dan Halloran
City Councilman

(R-Whitestone)
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Dee 
Richard
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Dishing 
with Dee

W
e hope all of our 
readers had a 
Merry Christmas 
and a Happy Ha-

nukkah and are having a 
Happy Kwanza and a happy 
whatever other celebration 
that happens at this time of 
year.

Was Santa good to you 
this year? Were you a good 
Santa to all those on your 
gift list? I hope you were 
also able to brighten the 
day of someone less fortu-
nate.

The last holiday par-
ty we attended this past 
week was Dec. 21 at the 
Clearview Golf Course club 

house. It was the Northeast 
Queens Republican Club’s 
combination of its regular 
December monthly meet-
ing and holiday party.

The highlight of the 
party was the annual gift 
auction. The way it works 
is that everyone brings a 
wrapped, new gift of a mini-
mum value of $10. Then the 
auctioneer puts each item 
up for bids. No one knows 
what’s in the wrapped gift 
package. It’s lots of fun 
and raises a nice amount 
of money for the club each 
year.

By the way, the auc-
tioneer for the evening was 
attorney Alan Laufler, 
who did an excellent job 
and is to be commended.

Some of the items are 
great and there are also 
some that are not so great, 
but remember it is for a 
good cause. If you really 
want to be wicked, you can 

rewrap your unwanted auc-
tion item and regift it as 
your auction donation next 
year. Perhaps that’s how 
that particular unwanted 
item wound up on the auc-
tioneer’s table this year.

Think about it. That 
item could have a career of 
its own making the rounds 
annually without anyone 
ever really liking it enough 
to give it a permanent 
home — it’s just a random 
thought!

They had a changing of 
the guard at the Northeast 
Queens Republican Club. 
The current president, Ja-

net Malone, after serving 
eight years in that capacity, 
has finally stepped down. 
The club held its election of 
officers and the new presi-
dent is John Watch, of 
Flushing.

Some of the electeds 
invited to the party were 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner, 

Nassau County Comptrol-
ler George Maragos and 
City Councilmen Peter 

Koo, Eric Ulrich and Dan 

Halloran. The only elected 
official gracious enough to 
make the effort to find the 
time out of his busy sched-
ule to put in an appear-
ance — albeit a short one 
— was Maragos. Way to go, 
George!

At election time, con-
stituents have a tendency 
to remember who sup-
ports them. Just another 
idle thought. For those of 
you who are not aware of 
the fact, George has an-
nounced his intentions 
to run against U.S. Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand. Good 
luck, George!

The constant dichoto-
my of the Queens Republi-
can Party seems to be nev-
erending. The Northeast 
Queens group seems to 
favor Newt Gingrich for 

president, while the South-
east Queens group seems to 
favor Mitt Romney.

At least, that appeared 
to be each faction’s choice 
two weeks ago, but as we all 
know it’s a long time from 
now till November and any-
thing can happen and usu-
ally does. There is still time 
for new candidates to jump 
in and time for some of the 
original candidates to cut 
their losses and drop out.

Get well wishes to 
Joan Vogt, who recently 
fell and severely injured 
her ankle but is now com-
fortably resting in rehab. 
Not much of a fun way to 
spend Christmas Day. Ja-

net Malone was also out of 
commission for a few days 
due to her picking up some 
sort of bug.

Congratulations to 
Brian Rafferty on his 
new job as information of-
ficer for the Long Island 

Rail Road. When I first 
met Brian, he was assis-
tant managing editor for 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
and then moved over to the 
Queens Tribune as editor of 
that paper. This new job is a 
big promotion. Again, con-
gratulations, Brian, as it is 
always good to hear posi-
tive news about old friends.

Former state Sen. 
Frank Padavan made a 
trip to Spain to spend the 
holidays with his daugh-
ter Allison, who has lived 
there for a number of years. 
I do hope they are both en-
joying the visit.

That’s it for this week.
I look forward to hear-

ing from you with informa-
tion on people, parties and 
politics or gossip. I also 
look forward to your voice 
mails at 718-767-6484, faxes 
at 718-746-0066 and e-mails 
at deerrichard@aol.com.

Till next week, Dee.

Northeast Queens GOP group elects new president
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and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Style for your windows, savings 
for you. Hunter Douglas window 
fashions are always a smart choice 
for creating inviting, attractive spaces. 
Now through December 12, 2011, 
mail-in rebates let you enjoy select 
styles at a savings of $25 to $300 
per unit.* Purchase and install their 
energy-efficient Duette® Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades before the end 
of this year, and you may qualify for 
a federal tax credit of up to $500.** 
Ask us for details. 
Clockwise from top left: Silhouette® Window Shadings, 
Luminette® Privacy Sheers, Duette® Architella® Honeycomb 
Shades, Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made 9/13/11 – 12/12/11. Rebate offers may not be combined; there is a limit of one rebate per qualifying unit. For each qualifying unit purchased, the higher applicable rebate amount 

will apply. Other limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. **For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a 

salesperson or visit hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. The tax credit for 2011 is subject to a limitation based in part on the amount of Section 25C credits taken in prior years. It is 

recommended that you consult your tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation and your ability to claim this tax credit. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE
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B E A U T Y  S A L O N

28-33 Steinway Street, Astoria

CUT starting at  $30

BLOWDRY starting at  $35

COLORING starting at  $50

DEEP CONDITION $35

KERATIN, PERMS & RELAXERS 
 starting at $100

FACIALS & PEELING  $90

BRAZILIAN MANICURE $18 
 REG MANI $15

BRAZILIAN PEDICURE $25 
 REG PEDI $18

We offer waxing at various prices.
We also use Brazilian wax.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg announced last 
week they had come to an 
agreement on legislation 
to allow livery cabs to le-
gally accept street hails 
in Queens, although two 
borough officials said they 
still have problems with 
the legislation.

“I’m still not clear 
on what the governor has 
actually agreed to,” said 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside).

The agreement the 
mayor and governor 
reached, which requires 
the state Legislature to 
make amendments next 
session, will enable the 
city Taxi and Limousine 
Commission to issue up to 
18,000 licenses for cabs that 
can pick up street hails in 
the outer boroughs and Up-

per Manhattan.
The TLC will also be 

required to make 20 per-
cent of those licenses for 
handicapped-accessible ve-
hicles and provide grants 
of up to $15,000 to retrofit 
vehicles to be handicapped-
accessible.

Allan Fromberg, 
spokesman for the TLC, 
said no official color for 
these new liveries had yet 
been designated.

In addition, the legis-
lation will provide for 2,000 
new yellow taxi medal-
lions, all of which will be 
for handicapped-accessible 
vehicles.

“The bill as originally 
passed failed to address the 
needs of individuals with 
disabilities and did not pro-
vide any incentive for the 
livery industry to ensure 
disabled New Yorkers had 
full access to the taxicab 
system,” Cuomo said in a 

statement.
Bloomberg, who had 

been pushing the new liv-
ery cabs since his 2010 State 
of the City address, said the 
sale of the new medallions 
will generate $1 billion in 
revenue for the city.

“Millions of New York-
ers who have never been 
able to get a cab in their 
neighborhoods will have 
access to safer and less 
costly taxi service,” he said 
in a statement.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
said in a statement that she 
was concerned about how 
liveries could take both 
pre-arranged phone calls 
and street hails, potentially 
creating a situation where 
a driver would abandon a 
call for a hail. She said she 
hoped this issue and others 
could be addressed in the 
new session.

New dawn for Qns livery cabs 
after Cuomo signs taxi bill Police said they were 

looking for Eldin Ahme-
tovic, 33, and Yulia Bush-
uyeva, 32, for questioning 
about the burglaries, most 
of which occurred in No-
vember and December at 
residences between 30th 
and 34th avenues.

Ahmetovic is de-
scribed as a white man 
with brown eyes and brown 
hair who is about 5 feet, 10 
inches tall and weighs 165 
pounds, police said.

Bushuyeva is a white 
woman about 5-foot-6 and 
weighs about 130 pounds, 
police said.  She has a tat-
too on the right side of her 
neck that reads “Dino.”

The first incident in 
what police say is a bur-
glary pattern took place 
June 23. The perpetrators 
broke into an apartment on 
41st Street and 34th Avenue 
by entering through a win-
dow, police said. The next 
11 robberies took place be-
tween Nov. 14 and Dec. 15. 
In all of them, the burglar 
entered through one of the 
doors or windows.

City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) put 
an alert about the burglar-

ies on his Facebook page.
“I’ve many times in 

the past told people not to 
leave their windows open, 
especially if there are fire 
escapes involved,” Vallone 
said.

He said he suspected 
the perpetrators of the 
crime were career crimi-
nals who had been recently 
released.

“It’s why long jail sen-
tences work and it’s some-
thing we have to get back 
to,” he said.

Simotas said Astoria 
was a safe, family-oriented 
community, but pointed out 
that sometimes incidences 
like these happen around 
the holidays. She said Asto-
ria needs more police pro-
tection.

“It’s something that’s 
unfortunate,” Simotas said. 
“We lost a lot of cops in this 

community.”
The NYPD reported 

the 114th Precinct, which 
covers Astoria — including 
the Dutch Kills community 
and the Queensbridge and 
Ravenswood Houses — had 
428 burglaries this year as 
of Dec. 11. At the same time 
in 2010, 463 burglaries were 
reported in the neighbor-
hood.

Burglaries have been 
on a steady decline through-
out the last 20 years, ac-
cording to police statistics. 
In 2010, 483 burglaries were 
reported overall in the 
114th Precinct compared to 
855 in 2001. In 1990, the area 
recorded 2,631 burglaries.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

facility’s zero-degree freez-
er alone is 1,000 square feet 
bigger than its old facility. 
The Long Island City loca-
tion also includes a 38-de-
gree cooler that can hold 
the produce that accounts 
for 60 percent of City Har-
vest’s output, space for 
non-perishable food and 
a 7,000-square-foot area 
that will be a food nutri-
tion education center. The 
20,000-square-foot parking 
lot can store all of City Har-
vest’s 17 trucks and other 
vehicles.

“This seemed to have 
everything for our needs,” 
Levy said of the location.

The nonprofit collects 
food from restaurants, su-

permarkets, food manufac-
turers, company cafeterias, 
hospitals, greenmarkets 
and farms. The donated 
items are then distributed 
to community food pro-
grams around the city.

 City Harvest signed 
the lease on the property 
April 29 and opened for 
business July 1. The orga-
nization delivers 30 mil-
lion pounds of food a year 
and has a strategic plan to 
increase its output to the 
point where it can supply 
60 million pounds of food a 
year.

With the holiday, or 
“harvest” season, City 
Harvest delivers more food 
than at any other time dur-
ing the year, and 40 percent 
of the funds it collects are 
used during this time.

“It’s our busiest sea-
son,” Levy said.

From late November 
to Jan. 15, City Harvest’s 
goal is to deliver 9 million 
pounds of food, and the 
organization is on track 
to surpass that goal, Levy 
said.

The new facility’s re-
sources have arrived at a 
time when people are more 
food insecure than ever. 
Levy said that in the four 
years since the recession 
began, the need for food 
has increased by 25 percent 
over the last four years. 
Among children, demand 
has increased by 35 percent 
and risen by 25 percent 
among seniors.

“So it’s a little alarm-
ing for us,” Levy said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 1

Burglaries

Continued from Page 1

Harvest

Police want to question Eldin Ahmetovic (l.) and Yulina 
Bushuyeva about 12 burglaries that took place in Astoria. 

Photos courtesy NYPD

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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believed to be a cakewalk 
for Weprin, Turner’s cam-
paign built momentum as 
the weeks went by, first 
gaining support from for-
mer Democratic Mayor Ed 
Koch and endorsements 
from the Daily News and 
the New York Post.

Weprin had a number 
of Democratic elected offi-
cials on his side, including 
U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.).

A series of debates be-
tween the two candidates 
drew hecklers on one oc-
casion as both men chal-
lenged each other’s views 
on federal spending, the 

deficit, Israel, Medicare 
and Social Security.

Early polls showed We-
prin ahead, but as Sept. 13 
grew closer, Turner had the 
upper hand.

Turner went on to de-
feat Weprin 53 percent to 
46 percent and became the 
first Republican to hold 
that particular congressio-
nal seat since 1920. 

In Queens, Weprin 
bested Turner 52 percent 
to 47 percent, but Turner 
dominated the Brooklyn 
portion of the district 67 
percent to 33 percent.

The shocking result 
was attributed by political 
observers to President Ba-
rack Obama’s unpopularity 
at the time and Turner’s 
success in making the race 
a referendum on Obama’s 

policies.
Also this year, the re-

tirement of then-Assembly-
women Audrey Pheffer and 
Nettie Mayersohn opened 
the political stage to two 
aides who had served be-
hind the scenes for years.

Phil Goldfeder, a for-
mer aide to Pheffer, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and 
Schumer, defeated Repub-
lican District Leader Jane 
Deacy to succeed Pheffer 
while Mayersohn’s long-
time chief of staff, Michael 
Simanowitz, defeated Col-
lege Point Republican 
Marco DeSena to replace 
Mayersohn.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

building on the site.
But the next month the 

building’s height and prox-
imity to LaGuardia Air-
port prompted questions 
about its future, much to 
the chagrin of many in the 
community who wanted to 
see the long-neglected the-
ater be reborn.

A spokesman for 
Thompson said he believed 
the project will still break 
ground early in 2012.

The once-grand the-
ater was not the only proj-
ect to run into hurdles this 
year.

Flushing Commons, 
an $880 million proposed 
mixed-use development in 
downtown Flushing, still 
has not received adequate 
funding to break ground. 
And to the east, the city’s $3 
billion Willets Point rede-
velopment project has been 
running into opposition 
from a group of property 
and business owners who 
have launched two lawsuits 
against the EDC.

The city hopes the Iron 
Triangle will one day be 
home to a 63-acre, mixed-
use residential and retail 
complex.

But in the spring, the 
state Department of Trans-
portation denied an appli-
cation to build ramps off 
the Van Wyck Expressway 
to serve the project, and the 
city broke it up into phases 
instead.

The EDC recently 
awarded a sewer contract 
that it hopes will pave the 
way for the development, 
but Willets Point United, a 
property and business own-
ers group, begs to differ. It 
has filed both of the suits 
against the city for what it 
calls unfair use of eminent 
domain and illegally break-
ing the project into phases 
without conducting sepa-
rate studies.

In the middle of 
Queens, a huge shopping 
center was pulled out of 
foreclosure by a national 
developer hoping to turn 
the tables on the long-trou-
bled Shops at Atlas Park.

The property was pre-
viously owned by Damon 
Hemmerdinger, but did not 
turn a profit and went bust 
in 2009.

Macerich has been 
reluctant to talk about the 
changes it plans on imple-
menting at the mall, but the 
Shops were dealt a further 
blow in July when Borders, 
the mall’s anchor store, 
went bankrupt.

Nearby in Maspeth, 
a developer has nearly 
completed a series of ware-
houses where residents had 
hoped to see a park on the 
site of the old St. Saviour’s 
Church.

Ozone Park was home 
to one of the only large-
scale construction projects 
that was completed. Crews 
at the Aqueduct racino took 
less than a year to build Re-
sorts World New York, the 
only video lottery terminal 
casino in the city, which is 
set to create 2,800 jobs .

On opening day, the 
casino had to turn away 
gambling hopefuls as thou-
sands of people flooded the 
building.

Continued from Page 2

Politics
Continued from Page 2

Borough projects

Get your Queens news on Facebook:  

facebook.com/timesledger

the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual &
Transgender Community Center

wishes everyone

Happy Holidays
and a 

Healthy New Year!
208 West 13th Street  New York, NY 10011

212 620 7310 | 646 556 9300
gaycenter.org

facebook.com/lcithecenter
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BY IVAN PEREIRA AND CHRISTINA 
SANTUCCI

Lystra Huggins still remem-
bers the day her mother came 
home with one pair of roller 
skates for her to share with her 
brother Leslie. She was 9, Leslie 
10, and it was the 
day their family 
moved into a new 
house in Trini-
dad.

“He had one 
[skate], and I had 
on the other one, 
and we were lit-
erally skating 
and pushing with 
the other foot. 
And we did that 
around the neigh-
borhood and we met neighbors,” 
Lystra said.

For Lystra, that memory of 
her brother is one that stands out 
in her mind among many – even 
after nearly 30 years.

“Everything we did, we did 
together,” she said. “I feel almost 
like a twin because we were just 
one year apart, so we were con-
nected. I miss him terribly as a 
brother and a friend.”

Ever since Leslie Huggins, 
38, was murdered in his Queens 
Village home on Feb. 26, 2010, 
Lystra said she and her relatives 
have been struggling to come to 
terms with how Leslie died and 
the possibility that they might 
never know who killed him.

“That’s my greatest fear,” 
Lystra said.

Leslie moved from the Ca-
ribbean to Brooklyn in 1991 at 
the age of 19 by himself to find a 
better life, according to his sister. 
His nickname as a young man on 
Church Avenue in Brooklyn was 
Chubby.

He had a passion for home 
building and design and worked 
at various jobs in the construc-
tion field in Brooklyn. Leslie 

started out as an apprentice for a 
construction firm and worked his 
way up to being a shop steward 
for a local union.

“He went through the Amer-
ican dream,” said Lystra, who 
moved to Brooklyn a year after 
Leslie.

Leslie en-
joyed honing 
his craft, but 
his real goal 
was to have a 
home of his 
own. In 2005, 
his dream 
came true 
when he pur-
chased a two-
family house 
in Queens 
Village, ac-

cording to Lystra.
“We were very proud of him. 

It was something he was saving 
up for a long time,” she said of 
the home that she called a fixer-
upper.

Leslie used his construction 
skills to improve his house.

“He did the entire basement 
himself,” Lystra recalled. “When 
you walk through the basement, 
it feels like you are at a hotel … 
It was only then that we saw the 
quality of his work.”

Leslie had begun renovating 
the house’s kitchen area in early 
2010, but he was never able to 
complete the new project.

Lystra said investigators are 
still working to solve her broth-
er’s murder. Police told her that 
they believe three suspects were 
able to get inside Leslie’s home 
without breaking in through the 
front door.

“I don’t know if he opened 
it and the individuals attacked 
him,” Lystra said.

The still-at-large suspects 
also stole valuables from a safe, 
as well as a cell phone and some 
credit cards, according to Lystra. 
Neither the phone nor the cards 

were ever used, she said.
An upstairs tenant heard a 

rumble inside the house but didn’t 
think anything of the noise, and 
a security camera from a nearby 
store videotaped the suspects, but 
it did not get a good image of their 
faces, the sister said.

At one point investigators 
said a Rikers Island inmate was 
willing to provide information 
about the murder, but authorities 
believed it was a false lead, ac-
cording to Lystra.

The NYPD and the precinct 
have declined to comment about 
the ongoing investigation.

“Leslie was not involved in 
any gang; he wasn’t involved in 
drugs... why then? Why did they 
do this?” Lystra said.

In addition to his parents and 
four siblings, Leslie left behind 
three sons, Divontay, 17, Anthony, 
11, and Michel, 5. The youngest 
and oldest sons lived with their 
mothers outside of New York City 
and Anthony split time between 
Leslie in Queens and his mother 
in Brooklyn. 

Despite the long distances, 
Leslie would give the three boys 
his utmost attention and love, ac-
cording to his sister. Whether it 
was attending an award ceremo-
ny or spending quality time with 
them over the weekend, Leslie 
made sure that he was an impor-
tant part of their lives.

“When I think about him as 
an adult...he was a great father. I 
think that word resonates with 
who he is,” Lystra said.

The sister and her other rela-
tives have been doing their part 
to take care of Anthony.

During the week, Anthony 
travels from his Brooklyn public 
school to do homework at Lystra’s 
office at Medgar Evers College. In 
the past, Anthony’s afternoons 
had been spent with his father as 
the boy waited to be dropped off at 
his mother’s house in Brooklyn.

“Every day they would hang 
out from 3:30 to 6 … That’s a 

bond,” Lystra said.
Since his father’s murder, 

Anthony has had trouble express-
ing himself at school, has prob-
lems sleeping by himself and can’t 
watch certain things on TV.

“[Michel] knows Daddy’s not 
there, but I think it’s been hardest 
on Anthony,” Lystra said. “You 
see remnants of it coming out in 
school … but we get him to talk a 
lot about his dad. We talk about 
how his dad is in a better place.”

Although the family has 
been helping the boy deal with his 
emotions, Lystra said she did not 
know if he can regain his sense of 
safety.

“The whole idea of security 
is no longer there because we 
have no idea who killed Leslie,” 
she said.

Although catching the crim-
inals could never fill the void in 
her heart, Lystra believes that it 
might bring the family a small bit 
of solace.

“I hope that they find the per-
son who did this and I hope that 
this person feels some sort of re-
sponsibility or some sort of guilt,” 
she said. “It is not just Leslie who 
is gone. Our lives were taken 
away as well.” 

Reach reporter Ivan Pereira 
by e-mail at ipereira@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4546.

in
the

SHOTS
DARK

Sister wants 
justice to heal 

Killing of Queens Village father leaves 
his three sons without a devoted mentor

Lystra Huggins shows a photo of her brother, Leslie, with one of his sons. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOE ANUTA

Shakim Fields worked at a Jamaica 
nonprofit helping at-risk youth and adults 
on the fringe of society to find jobs. He was 
baptized, not as a child but by choice as an 
adult, and had later studied to become a 
minister.

That is why his murder — the first of 
2010 in southeast Queens — was so shock-
ing to family members.

On Jan. 13, 2010, Fields called his 
grandmother, Frances Fields, at the Ja-
maica house where he moved when he was 
18. She was not home and the answering 
machine picked up.

The next morning, Fields was found 
with two gunshot wounds to his head, ac-
cording to his uncle, Craig Fields. He was 
36.

Fields was in the wrong place at the 
wrong time that morning, his uncle said. 
He was supposed to meet a friend in a 
nearby basement apartment, but when he 
arrived between 11 a.m. and 12 p.m., he 
walked in on a burglary, his uncle said.

The friend he was supposed to meet in 
the apartment arrived some time later and 
was shot as soon as he walked in the door.

Still reeling from the news a few days 
later, Fields’ grandmother checked her an-
swering machine. The recorded voice of 
her grandson was telling her he wanted to 
come home for a while after a falling out 
with his girlfriend.

“I always regretted I didn’t answer the 
phone that day,” Frances Fields said in an 
interview with TimesLedger Newspapers 
in the dining room of her house, where 
she and Fields’ uncle reminisced about his 
life.

His grandmother and uncle do not 
know who cut Fields’ life short.

Fields taught classes, was a motiva-
tional speaker and mentor at a nonprofit 
called Strive located on Jamaica Avenue. 
He would find jobs for the hardest to em-
ploy, according to Strive . Former prison-
ers, people on long-term public assistance, 
at-risk youth, recovering drug addicts and 
the homeless would come to Fields for guid-
ance on how to transform their lives.

“He was getting kids in the neighbor-
hood jobs,” Craig Fields said. “Everybody 
in the neighborhood knew him. I don’t care 
if you go from one end of Jamaica to the 
other. Somebody knew who he was.”

Craig Fields does not know how many 
others his nephew could have helped.

“Who knows what he could have ac-
complished? Who knows what he could 
have become?” his uncle said. “They took 
that away from him. He was deprived of 
that.”

Fields’ abbreviated life began in 1973 
when he was born in Brooklyn. He grew up 
in Jamaica and attended PS 160. Both his 
parents died in Field’s youth. Ironically, 
he lost his father to gunfire at a young age 
after he was shot by the police following an 
incident at a crowded nightclub.

Fields was raised in a foster home and 
eventually went upstate to Nyack High 
School in the eponymous town where he 
played football and ran track. His grand-
mother brought out a picture of him run-
ning, frozen above a hurdle with a flattop 
hair cut.

Like many adolescents and young 
adults, he was into to hip-hop music, was an 
aspiring rapper and played video games.

“He was a video junkie,” his uncle re-
membered with a laugh.

Fields got a football scholarship to 
Iona College in New Rochelle, N.Y., but did 
not end up going.

Instead, he moved  to the Brooklyn 
house of his uncle — one of three — and 
worked at odd jobs before landing at 
Strive.

Craig Fields remembers having chats 

with his nephew about what he wanted to 
do with his life, how he wanted to have a 
house and family.

After working at Strive for several 
years, and unknowingly drawing closer to 
his final days, Fields developed a renewed 
interest in religion.

He was baptized at a Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church, where he went with his 
grandmother.

She sounded slightly despondent when 
describing how he left the church — for an-
other church.

“You know how it is, he started going 
to other churches with his friends,” she 
said.

Fields even started studying to be-
come a minister. He never got a chance to 
finish, but he did not have to look far for 
inspiration.

When you walk into the house of 
Fields’ grandmother, gospel music plays 
in the background and the dining room 
is adorned with a banner with the Lord’s 
Prayer.

Fields’ grandmother turned to her re-
ligion for solace after his death, which al-
lowed her to let go of some of the bitterness 
she felt toward the unknown man or men 
who murdered her grandson.

“The Lord works in mysterious ways,” 
she said, deferring to a higher power from 
her dining room chair. “I forgive them in 
my heart. I forgive them, but what they did 
was wrong.”

Fields’ funeral was held at the South 
Ozone Park Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
on 140th Street near 120th Avenue. The pro-
gram shows Fields beaming in the unmis-
takable green sports coat he wore when his 
students graduated or received certificates 
from Strive. Fields wore the same smile as 
well. The church was standing room-only. 
According to his uncle, it was a testament 
to how many lives he touched and how 
much he still is missed.

Craig Fields recalled talking to his nephew, Shakim, about plans for the future. Photo by Christina Santucci

Jamaica man who changed lives has own taken 
Grandmother, uncle mourn loss of Shakim Fields after his still unexplained murder in 2010

 
   

          2010       2011   
103th Precinct:             14   11
105th Precinct:             15   5
113th Precinct:                   19  16
   
Source: NYPD data through 12/18
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Best Photos of 2011
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Adrian Alberga, a resident of South Jamaica, 
Queens, is President of the Thespian Club of 
the Hillcrest H.S. Theatre Institute, Jamaica, 
Queens.  He was elected by his peers in a 
landslide. One of his duties is to conduct the 
monthly meetings where the members meet to 
discuss activities of interest to all.

In September 2010, the group took a field 
trip to see the play Invasion. On October 
15th, members participated in the ‘Making 
Strides for Breast Cancer Walk’ and raised 
more than $500 for cancer research, breast 
cancer awareness education and help to 
those suffering from cancer. 

Adrian is clearly an active and helpful 
member of the student community at 
Hillcrest High School. He considers himself 
a facilitator when he conducts the Thespian 
Club meetings. They are now planning a 
bake sale to raise money for the Salvation 
Army or the Red Cross. At the meeting prior 
to the Thanksgiving break, Adrian urged 
the seniors to complete their CUNY college 
applications immediately so they would have 
a better chance for admission over students 
who apply late.

Adrian recently took part in the August 
Wilson Monologue Competition, which is 
part of LEAP, or Learning by Expanded Arts 
Program. He had to memorize a part of a play 
by August Wilson and then compete against 
other Hillcrest H.S. students. He is also in the 
Scene Design class, where he helps build 
the sets for the plays the students perform in. 
Currently, he is rehearsing the part of Roy in 
the Neil Simon play Plaza Suite. Adrian plays 
the part of the father.

He often helps the teachers of Hillcrest H.S. 
by making posters for them. This type of 

volunteer work and his interest and talent 
has helped him to go into the graphic design 
business with Mr. Booth, who is a former 
teacher. Their company is called AMORTERIA. 
They have patented a bracelet for children 
that dispenses a sanitizer when pressed in 
a certain spot. The bracelets are purchased 
by parents. This type of collaboration with 
a teacher reminds one that after the actress 
Fran Drescher graduated from Hillcrest H.S. 
and starred in her show, The Nanny, that she 
gave her former Hillcrest H.S. acting teacher 
a part in her show.

Ms. Amy Morrison, Director of the Hillcrest 
Theatre Institute, who happens to be a 
graduate of the school, wrote this about 
Adrian Alberga, “He is an amazing artist who 
loves to draw and has designed the publicity 
posters for this year’s Thespian Show. During 
rehearsals, he is a true professional who 
is dedicated to the process of theater – he 
enjoys trying out new things. He leads his 
peers in a very respectful and caring way.”

Adrian likes the philosophy of Bruce Lee, 
“Be like water. Be fluid and able to adapt to 
changes.” He would also like to thank all his 
Hillcrest H.S. Theatre teachers, his friends and 
family “who all support me.” Adrian applied 
for early admission to the Art Institute of New 
York and has been accepted.

Mr. David Morrison, also a former student 
at Hillcrest H.S., is the Assistant Principal 
English/Art and Music. Mr. Stephen M. Duch 
is the Principal of Hillcrest High School.

              -By Bob Harris

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Adrian Alberga
December 2011
Student of Distinction
Hillcrest High School
South Jamaica, NY
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QUEENS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION HOLIDAY PARTY AT DOUGLASTON MANOR

NORTHEAST QUEENS REPUBLICAN HOLIDAY PARTY AT CLEARVIEW GOLF CLUB

2
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4

3

8

Judge Thomas Raffaele and Judge 
Maureen Healy

John Watch, the new president

Yvette and Richard Gutierrez, president 
of the Queens County Bar Association

Rabbi Morton Pomerantz with the poinsettia he won

Former city Sheriff Kerry Katsorhis and 
Joe Kasper 

Janet Malone, George Maragos and Dee Richard

Arthur Terranova, Queens County Bar 
ex-director and Walter Karling

Sal Bacarella, a guest and John Watch

Peter Kelly, Queens surrogate, and Dimi-
tri Kotzamanis

Should this member of the bar give up 
his day job?

Sheila Peralta, “Republican of the Year” Joan Cassidy and 
Barbara Tabita

Mark Weliky, Hilary Cryotu and Maureen 
Heitner members of Queens Volunteer 
Lawyers Project

George Maragos, Sal Bacarella and Devon O’Connor

Dancing the night away. Lawyers have to 
have fun, too!

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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Buy local.

Following in the footsteps of their dairy farmer grandparents, Max and Arthur Schwartz founded
Elmhurst Dairy in 1919 to bottle and deliver milk throughout their Queens neighborhood. Today,
the family continues the legacy by supplying milk to over 8,300
independent grocers and 1,400 public
schools in New York City.

Buying milk from Elmhurst Dairy supports
hundreds of jobs for your friends and
neighbors and preserves the family�owned
farms upstate that supply us daily. Together,
we’re reducing the environmental impact of
shipping milk from outside the region and
re�investing in the economic future of our city.

Buy local – choose Elmhurst Dairy milk.

718�526�3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

Support Your Local Dairy.
New York City’s One and Only.

Since 1953

181-08 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY, 11366

WWW.Kingyumrestaurant.com
Hours:

New Year’s Eve Celebration
Saturday, December 31st

Full Course Dinner
From 10pm-2am

$69.95

Si
King Yum

per person min. party of 4 Take Out Available

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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BY REBECCA HENELY

The door handle and 
the walls of Butcher Bar 
may be adorned with vin-
tage cleavers, but the own-
ers of the new butcher shop 
and barbecue restaurant in 
Astoria are committed to a 
kinder carnivorous meal.

“If you have high-
quality meat, you shouldn’t 
have to compromise on eth-
ics,” said George Haramis, 
who co-owns Butcher Bar 
with Kathy Castro and Mat-
thew Katakis.

The three friends’ es-
tablishment, at 37-08 30th 
Ave., has its origins in the 

muckraking documentary 
“Food, Inc.,” which argues 
that current meat farming 
practices are inhumane 
and not sustainable. Kata-
kis said that after seeing 
the documentary the three 
of them were eager to be 
part of the local and organ-
ic food movement.

“We love grass-fed 
beef,” Katakis said. “We 
love pasture-raised ani-
mals.”

The owners of Butcher 
Bar make an effort to serve 
meat and vegetables that 
are organic, natural and 
locally grown. If they can-
not get a product that has 

all three attributes, they 
ensure that the product has 
at least one and encourages 

diners to ask questions, 
Katakis said.

The owners buy a lot 
of their meat from farms in 
upstate New York. The ani-
mals are fed grass and not 
given hormones or prophy-
lactic antibiotics.

“The animals are dy-
ing for us,” Katakis said. 
“We have to respect them.”

Diners at Butcher Bar 
can buy burgers and sand-
wiches that cost an aver-
age of $15, with some steak 
and specials going for $25. 
Butcher Bar also does ca-
tering. The butcher’s meat 
case contains cuts of pork, 
beef, chicken, lamb and 
turkey, as well as sausages 
and ground beef that are all 
prepared in-house.

“It is a little bit pricier, 
but it’s a lot better,” Katakis 
said of the organic meat.

As in a traditional 
butcher shop, Butcher Bar 
does not have a refrigerator 
but cooks all its meat right 
away as well as dry ages it.

“Butchering is some-
thing that is lost,” Katakis 
said.

He said Butcher Bar 
will soon expand to serving 
brunch and plans to open 
its garden in the back when 
the weather is warm.

While the owners of 
Butcher Bar had worried 
that Astoria would not yet 
support the organic and 
locally grown restaurants 
that have flourished in 
Brooklyn, they have found 
the neighborhood to be re-
sponsive since they opened 
Dec. 1.

“Astoria is going to be 
changing a lot,” said Kata-
kis, a native of the neigh-
borhood. “The foodie scene 
here is growing.”

Butcher Bar is cur-
rently open 5 p.m. to 11 
p.m. weekdays and 5 p.m. 
to midnight on weekends. 
The restaurant will open at 
11:30 a.m. after Jan. 1.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Business

Friends Kathy Castro (l.-r.), Matthew Katakis and George Haramis 
opened organic, locavore restaurant and butcher shop Butcher 
Bar on 30th Avenue in Astoria Dec. 1. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Astoria butcher shop sells organic meat
Butcher Bar prides itself on serving food from locally raised animals that have not been given hormones

NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR 
NEW YEAR’S EVE CATERING

FREE DELIVERY
 $15 MINIMUM ORDER

Pick up and full 
Delivery Service

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

GRAND OPENING

CATERERS UNDER
NEW OWNERSHIP

718-352-0298

CATERING SAVINGS!

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT!

5% OFF 
All half trays

10% OFF 
All full trays

G

Happy 
Holidays

to all

BUSINESS CALENDAR
Powerful You! Women’s 
Network —  A new Queens 
chapter of the national 
organization that empowers 
and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual 
lives.
When: Third Tuesday each 
month, noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers 
$40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 
Douglaston Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, 
gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.net, 
(718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  
Led by Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast

Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 
35-01 Bell Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer 
at HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 
423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 
Titans) Weekly Meeting —  BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that 
allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or 
specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to 
further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact 
chapter president Martin Koos 
to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf 
Course, 202-12 Willets Point 
Blvd., Bayside

Contact: Martin Koos (516) 
488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals 
Chapter —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only 
one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to 
join a chapter. BNI Provides 
positive, supportive and 
structured environment to 
further business through 
word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union 
Tnpk., Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 
276-8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.
com

Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/timesledger
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Memorials to

Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100

Paying too 
much for 
heating oil?
If you answered yes, then 
you owe it to yourself to make 
a simple phone call today.

877.737.6990
petro.com

Find out why your neighbors choose Petro, making 
us the #1 home heating oil company in the country. 

Ask how we can help you achieve 

ENERGY SAVINGS OF AT LEAST 
10% — GUARANTEED!*

Commit to saving energy 
and the environment. 

OIL   |   AC   |   PROPANE   |   NATURAL GAS 
PLUMBING   |   HOME SECURITY

*For boilers only. Savings based on installation of Beckett AquaSmart boiler control. May not be available 
in all areas. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Subject to change without notice. Additional terms 
and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2011 Petro. P_11415

MTA OKs $12B 
budget, keeps 
service cuts

The MTA has approved 
a $12.7 billion 2012 budget 
at an impassioned meeting 
where several board mem-
bers vainly tried to restore 
some of the service cuts 
imposed last year because 
of the agency’s financial 
straits.

The new budget in-
cludes neither fare hikes 
nor service reductions.

Board member Allen 
Cappelli, of Staten Island, 
offered an amendment at 
the year-end session Dec. 
21 that would have set 
aside $20 million to bring 
back some of service cuts. 
The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority last 
year abolished two subway 
lines, the V and W, serving 
Queens and trimmed ser-
vice on more than 30 bus 
routes.

The board voted 6-4 
against the amendment.

“Our transit system is 
not just Manhattan,” Cap-
pelli said. “We have people 
out there who are desperate 
for service. I am bothered 
by the cavalier attitude on 
the part of some members 
of this board.”

Board member Mitch-
ell Pally, of Suffolk County, 
L.I., said, “I have people on 
Long Island who have abso-
lutely no service anymore 
— none — at certain parts 
of the day.” He was refer-
ring to fewer trains on the 
Long Island Rail Road.

Pally said it would be 
unfair to straphangers, 
who he said had endured 
several fare increases and 
service cuts.

“This would give them 
back something in return,” 
he said.

Several board mem-
bers used “risky” and “dan-
gerous” to describe the res-
toration idea.

Acting MTA Chair-
man Andrew Saul, of 
Westchester County, said it 
might be “suicidal.”

“We’re in a very un-
certain time,” Saul said. 
“Restoring cuts now is not 
appropriate.”

— Philip Newman
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AA to fl y pets as passengers

BY IVAN PEREIRA

Jack the Cat may have 
gone to that big sandbox in 
the sky nearly two months 
ago, but that has not stopped 
his supporters from spread-
ing his story to prevent fu-
ture pet tragedies.

Mary Beth Melchior, 
the Miami woman who 
created the “Jack the Cat 
is lost at JFK” Facebook 
fan page, has started a 
new blog, whereisjack.org,  
that has been pushing for 
airlines to treat fliers who 
travel with pets with more 
respect when it comes to 
their animals’ safety.

Melchior, an animal 
activist, has started to pro-
mote her site with a charity 
T-shirts and tote bags  that 
show one of the last images 
of Jack and asks “Do pets 
belong in cargo?”

Aside from promoting 

an issue that is dear to her, 
Melchior said the proceeds 
from the $20 to $30 shirts 
will help pay the nearly 
$5,000 that volunteers spent 
when they were looking for 
Jack at John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport for two 
months. 

“I didn’t want anyone 
to go into debt over this,” 
she said.

Karen Pascoe, Jack’s 
owner, was planning to fly 
with the cat and his feline 
brother Barry from New 
York to California Aug. 25 
when he got lost in Ameri-
can Airline’s baggage room 
at JFK Airport. Jack’s sto-
ry touched the heart of pet 
lovers across the nation, 
and several tri-state area 
fans combed JFK for two 
months.

Ultimately, the cat fell 
from the ceiling of the cus-
toms room at the terminal 

Oct. 25  and was found to 
be malnourished . Crews 
rushed the pet to a Queens 
vet hospital and he was lat-
er transferred to a Manhat-
tan facility, where he was 
placed in an ICU.

Jack’s injuries were 
too extreme for vets to treat 
and he died Nov. 6. Melchi-
or said his death devastated 
Pascoe, since she moved to 
the West Coast to start a 
new job and her cats were 
like family to her.

“When she received 
Jack’s ashes and a scrap-
book from [the vet hospi-
tal], she was sobbing,” Mel-
chior said.

Although American 
Airlines flew Pascoe back 
to New York for some of the 
searches and apologized 
for losing Jack, the activist 
said its policy of flying pets 
as cargo poses a serious 
danger to all pet owners.

Hercules, the French 
bulldog, is the winner of 
the TimesLedger News-
papers’ first Queens Crit-
ter contest. His owner is 
Afrodite.

We want to see 
more of your furry and 
hairless friends at play, 
at work and just hang-
ing out with their own 

crowd. All kinds of pets 
from felines to canines to 
equines are welcome. 

To enter, simply e-
mail a photo of your pet to 
QueensCritters@gmail.
com. By sending a photo, 
you acknowledge that we 
may us it in the paper, on 
our website, and other-
wise in accordance with 

our Terms of Use.  Your 
photo may be included in 
an on-line gallery on the 
www.TimesLedger.com 
website.

In the future, please 
include the name and 
age of your pet, the name 
of the owner and what 
neighborhood you are 
from.

This week’s Queens Critter



TO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DININGAATO THE ARTS, ENTERTATO THE ARTS, ENTERTA

The Jon Faddis Quartet enter-
tains the gala attendees. Faddis 
was awarded a “Louie” for his 
efforts in the preservation of 
the Louis Armstrong House. 

Photo by Norm Harris

BY NORM HARRIS

Oct. 15, 2003 was a landmark day for 
the history of Queens and jazz music. Jon 
Faddis, a Dizzy Gillespie contemporary, 
world-renowned trumpeter and music 
educator, paid a royal tribute to the great 
legacy of the iconic Louis “Satchmo” 
Armstrong when he played one of the 
maestro’s gold-plated Selmer trumpets 
atop the roof of the legend’s 107th Street 
residence in Corona.

A little more than eight years later 
on Dec. 6, 2011, some of the most highly 
regarded and influential members of the 
professional jazz and educational com-
munities gathered in Manhattan at the 
famed 3 West Club on 3 West 51st St. as the 
Louis Armstrong House Museum held 
its first annual fund-raising gala. The 
gathering was a gwho’s who of the music 
world, mass media, jazz lovers, education 
and business movers and shakers.

 Throughout the evening some fun-
ny and nostalgic stories were shared by 
Queens Borough President Helen Mar-
shal, National Endowment of the Arts 

Jazz Master George Avakian and Jon 
Faddis.

The first-ever “Louie” awards were 
also distributed during the event to Ava-
kian, Faddis and Queens College Presi-
dent Dr. James Muyskens.

Marshall spoke on the museum’s 
educational mission and how important 
it was to preserve the legacy of a such 
an iconic Queens figure. She also spoke 
of how it was Louie’s wife, Lucille, who 
urged the city to preserve the house as a 
historic site.

Michael Cogswell, Louis Armstrong 
House historian and vice president of 
the Louis Armstrong Foundation, talked 
about the future opening in 2014 of the 
new visitor’s center across the street from 
the present museum and praised City 

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras for her 
diligent work in spite of budget cuts and 
their effect on school music programs.

 He also told a story of how another 
famous Queens native with the moniker 
of Tony Bennett created a personal paint-
ing for Louie to hang in his home and it is 
in the den in the house. According to Cog-
swell, Satchmo said to Bennett, “Man, 
you’ve out Rembranted, Rembrant.”

Avakian, a jazz producer, received 
a hearty applause from the guests as he 
accepted his award. He spoke affection-
ately about his relationship with Selma 
Heraldo, the lifelong friend, traveling 
companion and next door neighbor of Lu-
cille and Louie who had just died at the 
age of 88 in her home only four days prior 
to the gala.  He also spoke of his early and 

long relationship with both Louis and his 
wife and how Lucille “was a feisty lady 
like pops himself and that he missed her 
dearly.”

Avakian praised Michael Cogswell’s 
dedication to the cause of keeping things 
going and how the whole Armstrong 
House process would not have flourished 
just like “Pops would have liked” it if it 
weren’t for Cogswell’s efforts. “Michael’s 
work, 365 days of the year, is a unique 
memorial to the man who has been 
called quite accurately, the most beloved 
American of our time, Louis Daniel Arm-
strong,” Avakian said.

Faddis upon accepting his “Louie” 
shared some personal and humorous re-
membrances about his early connection 
to his mentor Dizzy Gillespie and Gillep-
sie’s “living-around-the-corner relation-
ship with Satchmo.” He related how one 
day Dizzy went to visit Louie to bring 
him a birthday present. Louie met him 
at the door and, to Gillepsie’s surprise, 
presented a gift to Gillepsie as a way of 
celebrating his own birthday with his 

Continued on Page 27
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #77 Hard #77

W
eek 52

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Is it a trend? Is it a cui-
sine? New American is the 
moniker that is being wide-
ly bandied about, but what 
is it really? Perhaps it’s 
more of a culinary philoso-
phy, intent on reminding us 
that what we eat originated 
on a farm, not in a factory.

Some of the loose 
bundle of characteristics 
includes ingredients that 
are “locally sourced” or 
“sustainably farmed” or, 
ideally, both. Servers are 
expected to be versed in the 
provenance of what they 
serve. Gone are the days 
when a question like “is the 
salmon farmed?” evokes 
a response of “I’ll ask the 
chef.” Now if the item’s 
origins aren’t proudly dis-
played on the menu, the 
waitstaff will have been 
coached about where the 
components gained their 
majority. Seasonality is a 
compass which guides the 

menu, and combinations 
navigate effortlessly be-
tween homey comfort food 
and luxury ingredients.

LIC Market, an ex-
emplar of this style of din-
ing, sprouted in a row of 
brownstones on 44th Drive 
in Long Island City about 
a year ago. The ambiance 
is post-industrial chic. 
The front of the long nar-
row spaces accommodates 
a small retail selection of 

housemade specialty items 
and the wine/beer bar. The 
rear is populated by tables 
made from reclaimed white-
washed boards, lovingly 
sanded and varnished. 
The walls feature chang-
ing exhibitions of the work 
of local artists. Glass jars 
containing odds and ends 
of dried vegetation serve as 
the tables’ centerpieces.

Alex Schindler, the 
chef/owner of LIC Market 

eased his way into this res-
taurant with breakfast and 
lunch service, and sales of 

his artisanal pre-
serves and condi-
ments. He only 

added dinner to his reper-
toire about two months ago. 
With slight adjustments, 
many of the lunch and 
dinner components of the 
menu are interchangeable 
giving the establishment 
a nice easygoing feel. You 
can sup on a multi-course 
meal or just as easily graze 
on an appetizer or two with 
a craft brew or a thought-
fully chosen wine.

The burgers here, 
which can be had at lunch 
or dinnertime, are large 
and drippingly good with 
cheddar and aioli, served 
on a caramelized onion 
bun. The bun, which clinch-
es the deal, comes from the 
Pan D’Avignon bakery, as 
do all the excellent breads 
served here. At lunch slow-
cooked pork is offered two 

ways. Go for the sandwich 
on souman (Turkish) bread 
with gruyere and Pom-
mery mustard dressing 
over the plate with basmati 
rice and black beans. The 
pork needs the mustard to 
jazz it up, without which 
it’s too bland. That goes for 
the barley soup too, which 
while hearty and filling, 
needs some more zip.

As improbable as it 
may sound, the appetizer 
that really kicks you-know-
what is the charred endive 
with white anchovies, soft-
boiled egg, and superior ol-
ive oil. It’s as much a treat 
for the eyes as the palate, 
and is paradoxically light 
and rich at the same time.

Braised veal cheeks, we 
were assured, were sourced 
from a cruelty free farm 
in upstate New York. The 
cheeks were transformed 
into a hearty pot roast over 
lentils and sweet carrots. 
Very rib sticking winter 

LIC Market: Good cheer via upstate sustainability

A sizeable, juicy burger served at LIC Market on 44th Drive in Long 
Island City, amidst a row of brownstones. Photo by Suzanne Parker

DINING OUT

Continued on Page 27

LIC Market
21-52 44th Drive

Long Island City, NY 11101
(718) 361-0013 

www.licmarket.com
Price Range: Apps $8–18, 
Mains $14–23, Lunch $8–12 
Cuisine: New American

Setting: Petite post-
industrial

Service: Professional, 
attentive.

Hours: Mon.-Tue. 7–4; 
Wed.–Fri. 7–3:30, 6–10 pm; 

Sat.-Sun. 11–4
Reservations: Events only

Alcohol: Wine & beer
Parking: Street

Dress: Casual to business
Children: Welcome

Music: No
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable
Accessiblity: Two steps 

down at entrance, no ramp. 
Interior accessible.
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fare with great sides. And 
speaking of sides, the oys-
ter mushroom hash with 
Yukon gold potatoes, truffle 
oil and herbs is as elegant a 
hash as you’re ever going 
to find. Crisp little cubes of 
taters, like itty-bitty fries 
mingle with the heavenly 
funk of the mushies and 
truffle oil. They come with 
the burger at night, but not 

at lunchtime. A word to the 
wise — if you’re having the 
lunch burger, offer to pay 
whatever the difference is 
to substitute the hash for 
the lunchtime potato salad.

Dessert here was won-
derfully homey. A berry 
crumble was minimally 
sweet, but very satisfying.

The Bottom Line
LIC Market gets high 

marks all around for food 

and service. The staff is 
knowledgeable and atten-
tive. The creative menu, 
while concise, offers op-
tions that will please a 
broad spectrum of diners. 
They have begun hosting 
a Saturday night Supper 
Club, and will be having a 
two-seating New Year’s Eve 
Celebration with a special 
multi-course tasting menu. 
LIC Market is a great place 
to relax after soaking up 
some culture at Long Is-
land City’s museums and 
galleries.

CONCERTS

Bill Popp and the Tapes —  Of early ’60s rock 
infl uence. Performs rock fused with groovy dance 
hooks and poetic punk sounds.
When: Jan. 7, 10 pm–2 am
Where: End Zone, 14th Avenue and 149th Street, 
Whitestone
Website: www.billpopp.com

KIDS & FAMILY

Golden Dragon Acrobats — With award-winning 
acrobatics, traditional dance, spectacular 
costumes, ancient and contemporary music and 
theatrical techniques, the gasp-inducing and 
never-ending crescendo of gravity-defying tricks 

will leave you on the edge of your seats.
When: Through Dec. 31, 2 pm and 7 pm
Where: Queens Theatre in the Park, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 760-0064 
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

Wild Ocean —  Science themed 3-D show 
about the ocean and ecosystem. The movie is 
approximately 30 minutes long and is suitable for 
children 6 years and older.
When: Through Dec. 31, Fridays, 3:30 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 1:30 and 3:30 pm
Where: New York Hall of Science, 47-01 111th St., 
between Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: www.nyscience.org 

STAGE 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

friend. 
Faddis also noted another interesting 

facet of a man loved by many. Armstrong 
didn’t play strong or flashy if he didn’t want 
to, Faddis said,. He demonstrated his excep-
tional skills as a musician when he “played 
the melody of the tune Azalea.” He closed 
by mimicking Satchmo’s distinctive elocu-
tion, to the delight of the audience,saying, 
“What A Wonderful World.”

Muyskens, the last “Louie” awardee, 
as was noted by Michael Cogswell, had 
contributed an article in the Fall 2011 
edition of the Louis Armstrong House 
newsletter,“The Dipper Mouth News,” en-
titled “A Great Musician, A Great Man.” 
Muyskens spoke of how the 25-year-old re-
lationship between Queens College began 
when Lucille took the first step to make 
things happen. 

Muyskens spoke of the long and pro-
ductive collaboration between the college 
and the Louis Armstrong Foundation 
and indicated that the Louis Armstrong 
Archives at Queens College, the largest 
of its kind in the world for any musician, 
wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t for “the 
support of our principle partner, the Louis 
Armstrong Educational Foundation,” and 

its President Stanley Crouch and Vice 
President Phoebe Jacobs.

He said $18 million was raised for the 
new visitor’s center through the collabora-
tive efforts of the LAEF and CUNY.

To finish off the evening in a real jazzy 
fashion, the Jon Faddis Quartet — of acous-
tic bassist Dr. Todd Coolman, drummer 
Dion Parson, David Hazeltine on piano and 
Faddis playing trumpet — delivered the 
goods in a very fashionable way that Satch-
mo himself would have admired. Starting 
with Faddis getting everyone’s attention 
by hitting a few high notes from “Toccatta” 
while in the small balcony overlooking the 
dining room, he proceeded to walk through 
the room and commenced to bring back the 
memories with his ensemble.

The Gulley Low Band leader David Ostwald 
(l.) presenting “Louie” award to Queens 
College President Dr. James Muyskens. 

Photo by Norm Harris

Jackson Heights 3am — Peer 
into the world of a lovesick 
livery cab driving working the 
midnight shift, complete with 
sex workers, drag queens, 
ER doctors, gamblers and 
insomniacs. From the creators 
of 167 Tongues and You Are Now 
the Owner of This Suitcase.
When: Jan. 27–Feb. 5, Friday 
7:30 pm, Saturday 8 pm; Sunday 
3 pm

Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 

workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Sterling Glen of Great 
Neck, 96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great 
Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman - robin@lovecoach.
com (516) 732-0911

Continued from Page 25

The Wonderful
World Ahead

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Across
  1. West ___ Story
  5. Fifteen-minute gift? 
  9. 1, 2 or 3, in a manual 
13. Hoodwink
14. Farm sights 
15. Af-fjord-able city? 
16. “Golden Rule” preposition 
17. Desirable guests 
18. Fling a fishing line 
19. Russian ruler’s coffee house 
21. Buenos___ 
22. Hidden stash 
23. Football foul indicator 
24. What goes on? 
27. Love song 
29. German novelist Hermann 
30. It’s never played in school 
32. Good Night, Gorilla setting 
34. Blue book filler 
35. Bottle dweller 
36. Resist, with “off” 
37. Damage the surface 
38. Meet the Press group 
39. Hackneyed
40. Fruits of victory 
42. Faculties
43. Cheer on 
44. Best way to leave Vegas? 
46. Spanish bar food 
48. Russian ruler’s reading aid 
52. “I’ll get right ___” 
53. “Sir” to Gunga Din 
54. Ark builder 
55. Greek pastry 
56. Figure skaters’ feats 
57. Black tie affair 
58. 1980 Winter Olympics host 
59. ATM codes 
60. Act the worrywart 

Down
  1. Close tightly 
  2. Atoms with charges 
  3. Almanac contents 
  4. Head-turning experience? 

  5. Pilfer
  6. Hard to tell apart 
  7. NFL pass catcher Randy 
  8. Superlative suffix 
  9. Kind of butterfly 
10. Ardent admirers of 
      Russian rulers 
11. “Or ___!” 
12. Betting pools 
14. A.1., for one 
20. Expose
21. Any NATO member 
23. Not the real McCoy 
24. “Beg your pardon” 
25. Bush country? 
26. Russian rulers as students 
27. Be hopping mad 
28. Grant-getter
30. Lobster ladies 
31. A Chorus Line closer 
33. 2-1, say 
35. Dorothy from Kansas 
36. Investigation culmination 
38. Pen pals? 
39. Aqua kin 

41. Barack Obama, for one 
42. Belgrade natives 
44. Deadly pale 
45. Catches a cabbie’s eye 
46. Beef substitute, often 
47. Licorice- flavored liqueur 
48. 1978-’80 Outstanding 
      Comedy Series 
49. Butt of jokes? 
50. Revolutionary with a 
regret

I took a speed-
reading course and
read War and
Peace in twenty
minutes. It involves
Russia.

Woody Allen

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
NOTABLE  FIRSTS

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERSBy Bill Deasy

TimesLedger Newspapers
Dec. 29-Jan. 4, 2011

  Tsar  Wars

Continued from Page 26

Dining Out
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248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

45-52 Bell Blvd • Bayside
718-428-9727 (WRAP)

Full menu at 
www.mmmthatsawrap.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING  FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

For Reservations Call 
(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

i h T ik � Fl l P k NY

230 Jericho Turnpike, 
Floral Park, NY 11001 
T: 516-354-8185 
F: 516-354-8190

 www.BobsNY.com

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606
Open 7 days noon-11pm

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

STEAK & SEAFOOD GRILL

13-46  127th Street, College Point | 917.563.5352

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537

Asian Fusion & Sushi Bar
38-05 Bell Blvd., Bayside | 718-631-1188
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13-46  127TH STREET, COLLEGE POINT 917.563.5352

The evening 
includes a fixed 
Menu Dinner Party 
w/live Music, Party 
Favors & dancing

Lunch served  12-4pm, 
Tue-Sat, 12-3pm sun, 

Dinner  served 5-10pm
 Tue, Wed, Thur 5-11pm
 Fri & Sat, 4-10pm sun. 

Happy Hour 4-7pm 
Tue-Fri. Friday & 

Saturday Nights Live 
Entertainment

Call Now For Holiday Parties. We are serving dinner on New Year’s Eve from 4PM -7:30PM

              Come Celebrate with

Prefixed Lunch 
Special Tuesday 
through Friday 

$16.95 PP
Salad, Choice of Filet

of Sole Oreganata,
Chicken Francese or
6 oz. Filet Mignon.

Sides Included.
Coffee and Dessert

Tuesday Night 
Dinner Special

19.95 PP
Salad, Glass of Wine,

1 1/4 lb. Whole Lobster,
Mussels or Clams.

Sides Included.
Coffee and Dessert

Must Call for Reservation.

Wednesday Night’s 
are Ladies Night
1/2 Priced Drinks 

and $1 House shots.
Wings at the bar.

Bartender’s Choice for 
Martini Specials.

DJ plays music from 8-12AM

$100 Prefixed 

Meal w/ 

Open bar 10-2
$50 Open bar 10-1 in Bar area only

New Year’s Eve
 Is right around the corner the party starts at 10pm 

Make your reservations now!

13-46  127TH STREET, COLLEGE POINT • 917.563.5352
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND PRICING CONTACT BABY RAYS

NEW YEARS EVE 
MENU

1st Course: House Salad 
2nd Course: Homemade Manicotti

3rd Course: Hot Antipasto
4th Course: Choice between

Surf n Turf, Sirloin Steak, Stuffed Chicken 
Veal Oscar and Salmon Includes 

Vegetables and Potato

OPEN BAR FROM 10-2
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Continued from Page 7

Nature
saw flooding, enormous 
trees in the borough’s 
northeastern corner were 
uprooted and across the re-
gion homes were left with-
out electricity, but by and 
large there seemed to be a 
consensus that Irene failed 
to deliver on the “storm-of-
the-century” chaos hyped 
by 24-hour media coverage 
leading up to its arrival.

Many believed Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg had 
over-reacted in ordering 
the evacuation, weary of 
receiving the type of criti-
cism levied at him during 
the Dec. 26 blizzard.

As of press time Tues-
day, Queens had experi-
enced neither a tsunami, 
tornado nor volcanic erup-
tion, though there were 
still four more days left in 
2011.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 9

Arts
his new role Jan. 18.

“Assuming the leader-
ship of the park on the occa-
sion of its 25th anniversary 
is absolutely thrilling. The 
genesis of Socrates was to 
create a park for artists to 
present public sculpture. 
Today, it’s an example of 
how culture and the arts 
can lead the way in provid-
ing a vision for improving 
civic life.”

This spring, Socrates 
will join with The Nogu-
chi Museum to open “Civic 
Action: A Vision for LIC,” 

inviting renowned artists 
to re-envision their shared 
neighborhood.

Under Hatfield’s new 
leadership, the park will 
unveil several milestone 
initiatives: a new architec-
tural residency with The 
Architectural League of 
N.Y. and an online visual 
archive of exhibitions and 
artists.

Also in Long Island 
City, PS1’s new entrance 
kiosk, though operational 
and near completion, will 
not be finished this year. 
Museum of Modern Art of-
ficials said it will be com-
pleted in January.

of IS 231.
The UFT emphasized 

this point when it sued the 
city in the spring for fail-
ing to provide the targeted 
schools with the necessary 
resources to improve. The 
union successfully won a 
similar suit and saved Ja-
maica High from phase-out 
in 2010, but the courts sided 
with the city on appeal this 
year.

Several supporters 
were shocked with the 
court ruling, including 

Comrie, who said there 
was a blatant imbalance 
between Jamaica High and 
the other institutions that 
shared its space.

“The school wasn’t 
given credit and not given 
resources to do a turn-
around. What you have now 
is a travesty,” he said.

Jamaica High’s prob-
lems kept getting worse 
in the fall, when Jamaica 
Gateway to the Sciences 
moved into the building. 
As a result, Jamaica High 
teachers have had to share 

space and use outdated 
equipment, according to 
Eterno.

“Our computers don’t 
work at all,” said Jamaica 
High senior Raymond Al-
monte.

The lack of SMART 
Boards and computers is 
just the tip of the struggles 
that students have faced 
so far, the teacher said, be-
cause the kids have also 
been given limited access 
to honors and Advanced 
Placement classes.

Elected officials have 
been pushing the city to 
stop neglecting the stu-
dents, but they say their re-
quests have fallen on deaf 
ears.

“I can’t understand 
why a kid can’t take an AP 
class in one of the other 
schools. Even if they are 
limited [in budget, they] 
have to be creative,”  Com-
rie said.

Eterno said he and 
the rest of the school mem-
bers would not take the 
mistreatment lightly and 
hinted that more demon-
strations are on the way for 
the new year.

Continued from Page 9

Queens schools

Jamaica High School students join Tony Avella (r.) in a rally out-
side the school. Photo by Ivan Pereira

The reflective rear facade of the Museum of Moving Image in 
Astoria during construction. It was officially opened in January 
2011. Photo by Francis Dzikowski/Esto
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Sports

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Campus Magnet en-
tered last Thursday’s bas-
ketball contest at Holy 
Cross red hot, still on a high 
from wins over Queens AA 
rivals Bayside and Cardozo. 
The Knights were aware of 
their opponent’s recent suc-
cess and in front of a large 
crowd full of alumni, treat-
ing the non-league tilt with 
intensity befitting a playoff 
game.

“I knew they’re a good 
team — that’s why we want-
ed to play them before we 
go to New Orleans,” Holy 
Cross Coach Paul Gilvary 
said, referring to next 
week’s Tiger Invitational in 
the Bayou. “We were look-
ing forward to this game.”

That was clear from 
the get-go. Cross led 16-9 
after the first quarter, went 
ahead 26-13 by halftime and 
cruised to a surprisingly 
dominant 58-38 non-league 
home victory.

With senior guard 
Marquise Moore (bro-
ken toe) missing his fifth 
straight game, seniors Will 
Davis and Mareiga Clarke 

continued to shine. Davis 
scored 10 of his game-high 
20 points in the first quar-
ter and shot 6-of-10 from the 
field. The 6-foot-5 Clarke 
owned the paint, finish-
ing with 19 points, nine re-
bounds and three blocked 
shots. Anthony Libroia 
added nine points and 11 
assists.

“They’re a good team, 
but we came out ready to 
play,” Clarke said. “From 
the jump ball, we took it 
right to them.”

Clarke is only getting 
better after an up-and-down 
junior year when high 
blood pressure cost him 
several games. Not only did 
he control the lane, grab-
bing offensive rebounds on 
one end and changing and 
blocking shots on the oth-
er, but he also sank a few 
perimeter jump shots, an 
area of his game he stead-
fastly worked on over the 
summer.

“I feel good, I feel con-
fident,” he said.

Gilvary felt Cross won 
the game on the defensive 
end. Campus Magnet, after 

Bonaventure’s giving spirit
Tatiana Wilson helped by school after Far Rock home destroyed

Cross cools Magnet 
after dominant win

Holy Cross’ Anthony Libroia on a hard drive to the basket. 
Photo by William Thomas

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Tatiana Wilson saw 
something first on Face-
book. There was a fire 
back home at her house in 
Far Rockaway. The St. Bo-
naventure freshman guard 
called her mother, Temeka, 
who didn’t really go into de-
tails. Then she spoke to her 
sisters, Shaina and Kema. 
They broke the bad news to 
her.

“I thought maybe part 
of the house burnt,” Wilson 
said. “But I found out ev-
erything was gone.”

The South Shore grad 
didn’t know what to do. 
She’s not an emotional per-
son, never has been. She 
smiles through everything. 
So Wilson continued on 
with basketball practice 
and games. No one would 
have been the wiser unless 
she mentioned it.

“I was happy they were 
alive,” Wilson said. “I tried 
not to be upset.”

Her mother ended up 
with a broken back as a 
result of jumping to safety 
from the roof into the arms 
of city sanitation workers 
who had seen the flames 
from a distance. Shaina, 
17, suffered third-degree 
burns and another sister, 
12-year-old Amari, broke 
her leg. Wilson went back 
to working out and guard-
ing star Jessica Jenkins in 
practice.

“She’s hanging strong,” 
St. Bonaventure Coach Jim 
Crowley said. “Life keeps 
throwing punches at her 
and she just keeps on com-
ing back. It’s very impres-
sive to see. She’s a special 
kid.”

The first time Wilson 
might have shown emo-
tion about the tragedy was 
when she found out about 
how St. Bonaventure set 
out to help her. The athletic 
department teamed up with 
University Ministries at 
the upstate Catholic school 
and has developed the Wil-
son Family Assistance 
Program. Within days, the 
school already had raised 
more than $2,000 and that 

was before more donations 
were given at the men’s bas-
ketball game against North 
Carolina State Dec. 20.

In addition to money, 
St. Bonaventure has set up 
a relief in which essential 
items have been donated to 
the family. That began over 
the weekend and men’s and 
women’s home games.

Wilson heard her 
name and the efforts an-
nounced over the PA sys-

tem at the men’s game. She 
saw the boxes and boxes of 
clothes in the gym. She was 
in awe.

“At first it was over-
whelming,” Wilson said. “I 
knew the community and 
everyone was good here, 
that’s the reason I chose the 
school — not just basket-
ball. But I was like, ‘Wow.’ 
Every game they would say 
something about it. Then I 

South Shore alumna Tatiana Wilson’s home in Far Rockaway burned down last week, and she has re-
ceived an outpouring of support from the St. Bonaventure community. Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 33Continued on Page 33
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Long Island City’s suc-
cess this season is rooted in 
its four seniors’ determina-
tion to prove themselves. 
Two years ago, they heard 
about Jeremiah Brown; 
last year it was Aaron Wil-
liams. The two transfers, 
who starred for LIC one 
year after the next, were on 
hand last week afternoon at 
LIC to see how far their for-
mer basketball teammates 
have come.

What they saw was 
a consistent, selfless ap-
proach that resulted in an-
other victory, the Bulldogs 
jumping all over second-
place Newtown and cruis-
ing to a dominant 80-40 
home victory. The win was 
typical of 12-1 LIC’s season 
— balance and relentless 
energy at both ends of the 
floor from the team’s key 
seniors Arthur Santanna, 
Xavier Jones, Sadji Camara 

and Kevin Green Jr.
“I’m proud of the way 

these kids are playing — 
one game at a time, for-
getting about what we’ve 
done,” LIC Coach Harley 
Watstein said after his team 
extended its lead in Queens 
A West to two full games. 
“Now is their time to shine 
and they’re doing it.”

The scene on the 
second-floor gymnasium 
— packed stands erupting 
on every made basket by 
the home team — was in 
stark contrast to the place 
the program found itself in 
three years ago. LIC was a 
losing team, near the base-
ment in Queens AA.

“A lot of people don’t 
think of ‘AA,’ ‘A’ — they 
just know you’re losing,” 
the coach said. “When you 
win, a lot of problems go 
away.”

Watstein accepted 
a demotion to Queens A 
West for the 2009-10 season 

and, as luck would have it, 
Brown transferred to LIC 
from Bishop Loughlin. The 
Bulldogs reached the play-
offs that year, finishing 
in fourth. Then the follow-
ing winter Williams came 
from Christ the King and 
led LIC all the way to the 
division crown and the ‘A’ 

title game.
“Having them transfer 

here from major [basket-
ball] schools helped us a 
lot,” said Santanna, who is 
averaging 12 points and 10 
rebounds per game. “They 
made us better. We learned 
a lot from them.”

With that said, LIC’s 

seniors are enjoying this 
season. They don’t have 
to defer or take a back-
seat to anyone. Their suc-
cess is home grown, borne 
through hard work and 
development, not a lucky 
addition.

“Everyone said we 
made the championship be-
cause of [Williams], but it’s 
a team effort, it’s not about 
one person,” Green said. 
“He did his thing and now 
it’s our time.”

Santana, Camara and 
Jones have played through 
both experiences — last 
year’s undefeated league 
season and the 3-15 cam-
paign in ‘AA.’ Green joined 
them last year, along with 
Williams. Now, without a 
Brown or Williams around, 
they are the team’s back-
bone, averaging between 
nine and 15 points per 
game, and are enjoying 
similar success, without 
that one megastar.

What makes them so 
dangerous, Watstein says, is 
they all do different things 
so well. Camara is the best 
shooter and athlete of the 
bunch, a talented 6-foot-1 
guard. The 6-foot-3 Santan-
na is LIC’s lone post player; 
though undersized, he av-
erages a double-double and 
is its hardest worker. Green 
is a jack-of-all-trades, a sur-
prisingly sound rebounder 
for his size, point guard 
and explosive scorer while 
Jones has a knack for mak-
ing the big play.

“We’re winning be-
cause they are unselfish, 
without a doubt,” Watstein 
said. “You can’t key on one 
guy.”

The four are in search 
of a title, to finish what they 
started last winter. When 
they break the huddle, LIC 
chants “1-2-3, Long Island 
City; 4-5-6, championship.”

The Queens College women’s lacrosse team took part in a nationwide campaign to promote bullying awareness and work toward elimi-
nating it. Photo courtesy Queens College

Long Island City carries on without shining stars

Long Island City’s Sadji Camara has been an integral part of the 
balance to continue the team’s success. Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens College joins ‘Stomp Out Bullying’ effort
BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

The Queens College 
women’s lacrosse team 
spent an emotional day Dec. 
9 talking to the seventh- and 
eighth-grade classes of St. 
Gregory’s grammar school 
in Manhattan in the hopes 
of furthering the national 
“Stomp Out Bullying” cam-
paign.

Personal stories, pic-
tures and YouTube videos 
used by the team helped to 
spread the anti-bullying 
and anti-cyber bullying 
program that moved some 
of the youngsters to tears.

Freshman Julianne 
Lostrappo first approached 
head Coach Tricia Moran-
Bonagura with the idea. 
She had a story and a back-
ground that she felt could 
be directly related to the 
program and many of the 
children being addressed.

Lostrappo was a victim 
of bullying, which she says 
started in the sixth-grade 

and continued into high 
school. The constant at-
tacks on her weight caused 
her to slip in and out of a 
depression. The campaign 
is personal to her.

“I could relate to these 

kids,” said Lostrappo. “I 
have been through it and 
got better and that was 
something I felt was impor-
tant to share.”

Junior Nicole Foy 
talked about the effects of 

using pictures and videos. 
The kids were able to see 
that real people were be-
ing affected and bullying is 
something that is actually 
happening.

The results were tan-

gible.
Moran-Bonagura no-

ticed from the back of the 
room that the level of atten-
tion coming from the stu-
dents was amazing because 
of their young age. There 

was no chattering or fool-
ing around.

“They were so focused, 
so interested, some people 
were crying. It definitely 
hit home to them,” said Mo-
ran-Bonagura.

Besides the presenta-
tion, many of the young 
girls in the audience had 
the chance to share their 
own experiences with the 
team. Lostrappo was bom-
barded with thank-yous 
and questions. She had a 
chance to hear problems 
and give the youngsters her 
own positive message.

The first-year head 
coach was pleased with the 
way her team came togeth-
er collectively.

“They had each other’s 
back and as a coach seeing 
that, I couldn’t have been 
more proud,” said Moran-
Bonagura.

The learning experi-
ence, however, was not just 
for the students in the audi-

Continued on Page 33
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Easy #77 Hard #77

McClancy’s Chris Ramos had 13 points in a big win over Xavier. 
Photo by Denis Gostev

McClancy makes moves 
with big Xavier upset

BY MARC RAIMONDI

With all five starters 
from last year lost to gradu-
ation and just three regu-
lars back, expectations at 
Monsignor McClancy were 
justifiably tempered. Long-
time Coach Don Kent really 
just had one goal.

“I told them, Rome 
wasn’t built in a day,” he 
said. “We lacked experi-
ence. I told them to get bet-
ter each and every game, 
which they did.”

Apparently, that culmi-
nated in a significant 43-41 
win over Xavier in CHSAA 
Class A boys; basketball 
Dec. 19 in Chelsea. McClan-
cy (5-5, 1-2 ‘A’) picked up its 
first win in league play and 
handed Xavier (5-2, 2-1) its 
first ‘A’ loss.

“This is a great win, 
because they’re like at the 
top of our league,” senior 
guard Chris Ramos said. “It 
means very much that we 
can compete at the highest 
level and show the league 
what we’re made of.”

Ramos, Brian Berrios 
and Levon James are the 
only three players who saw 
significant time last year. 
McClancy doesn’t really 
have a star nor much size, 
though the Crusaders can 
shoot the ball well and are 
hard-working and scrappy. 
Ramos and lengthy, 6-foot-2 
forward Austin John-Hig-
gins each had 13 points and 
Berrios added 11 against 
Xavier.

“We’re the type of 
team, we’ve gotta go after 
loose balls, we’ve gotta 
hustle, guards have to go 
after rebounds,” Kent said. 
“We don’t have what Al 
McGuire would call an air-
craft carrier.”

But maybe McClancy 
has landed, so to speak, 
with this victory. The Cru-
saders gained valuable ex-
perience last weekend at 
their host Brother Arnold 
Tournament, falling to St. 

Dominic (L.I.) in a tight 
semifinal and winning the 
third-place game against 
St. John the Baptist (L.I.).

Xavier came in off its 
first loss of the year, Dec. 17 
to Chaminade. Before that, 
the Knights had reeled off 
five straight, including an 
overtime thriller against 
‘AA’ foe Fordham Prep. 
This was their first time 
stumbling in league play.

“They spread us out,” 
Xavier Coach Joe McGrane 
said of McClancy. “They 
shot it real well. We didn’t 
do a great job defensively.”

Matt Crockett had 
20 points for the Knights, 
their only player in double 
figures. McClancy was far 
more balanced and able to 
come back from down sev-
en at halftime to pull out 
the victory. John-Higgins’ 
putback with 40 seconds 

left put his team ahead for 
good and the Crusaders 
didn’t allow the Knights to 
get a good shot on their fi-
nal possession.

“I’m not gonna lie, I 
was a little nervous,” said 
Berrios, who transferred to 
McClancy from Xavier af-
ter his freshman year. “But 
you gotta come through at 
the end. That’s when you 
need to do it the most.”

Sounds like McClan-
cy’s season. With all the 
inexperience, the Crusad-
ers are shooting for Febru-
ary to hit their peak. They 
think Monday’s perfor-
mance proved that they can 
be right up there with the 
league’s elite.

“We’ll definitely devel-
op as the season goes on,” 
Ramos said. “We’re gonna 
have a winning record this 
year. I promise you that.”

saw the paper and they had 
this whole thing.”

Wilson was selfless 
last year, converting to 
point guard from her nat-
ural scorer’s role to help 
lead South Shore to the 
PSAL Class AA city final 
at Madison Square Garden. 
She hasn’t been a star thus 
far at St. Bonaventure, av-
eraging just 3.6 minutes 
per game. Crowley said he 
expects good things down 
the road on the court, but it 
didn’t matter to the school 
community whether she 
was the leading scorer or 

on the end of the bench.
“I hope that’s the way 

every place could be, but 
certainly our place has a 
spirit of helping one anoth-
er,” Crowley said. “The uni-
versity and the local com-
munity, it’s really a special 
bond. It’s been amazing 
to see people rally around 
‘TT.’”

St. Bonaventure’s ef-
forts are continuing as 
well. Sports information di-
rector Jason MacBain said 
University Ministries is 
attempting to get in touch 
with St. Francis of Assisi in 
Manhattan to set up drop 
boxes in the city, making 
it easier for school alumni 
there and also Wilson’s 
friends to contribute.

Wilson flew into 
Queens last Thursday 
night and her family is 
staying at her aunt’s house 
in Rosedale for the time be-
ing. Through it all, she’s 
remained focused on bas-
ketball and academics.

“She’s been an inspi-
ration to her teammates,” 
Crowley said.

And the show of sup-
port has been touching for 
a tough girl from the inner-
city who doesn’t like to 
show her emotions much.

“I love them, I love 
them all,” she said of ev-
eryone who has donated. “I 
don’t know all of them. But 
I love them.”

Continued from Page 31

Spirit

all, was stuck on 19 points 
through three quarters and 
top scorers Sam Durodola 
and Tarik Raynor strug-
gled, managing just 24 be-
tween them — well below 
their average.

“Defensively I thought 
we were very good,” Gilva-
ry said. “We made it tough 
for them to get open looks.”

Campus Magnet (10-3) 
Coach Charles Granby, who 
picked up his 700th career 
victory last week, credited 
Cross’ effort at both ends 

of the floor. He was upset 
with his players just the 
same. They arrived late 
and lacked the passion they 
had in the big wins over 
Bayside and Cardozo.

“The kids just seemed 
dead,” Granby said. “Maybe 
they read their press clip-
pings about how good they 
are. To me it was embar-
rassing, not that we lost, but 
the way it happened. Some 
good will come out of this 
because maybe they’ll real-
ize they’re not that good.”

Cross (7-1), meanwhile, 
only figures to get better 
once the multi-talented 
Moore returns. Gilvary 
credited his entire team for 

not only staying above wa-
ter, but not losing a game 
without Moore. Junior Ter-
rell Williams has filled in 
nicely in the starting line-
up and the Knights have 
received balanced scoring 
from everyone, notably 
Clarke and Davis.

That was again the 
case last Thursday night.

“We played hard, we 
pushed the ball, made the 
extra pass, we rebounded 
well and played defense,” 
Davis said. “We played 
Holy Cross basketball. A lot 
of alumni came to the game 
and supported us. We want-
ed to show them Holy Cross 
is still in good hands.”

Cross
Continued from Page 31

ence, but also for members 
of the team. Foy’s team-
mates approached her, say-
ing how they would have 
loved to have had that pre-
sentation when they were 

in seventh-grade.
At Queens College, 

each athletic team partici-
pates in at least two-com-
munity service projects per 
school year. The women’s 
lacrosse team is looking 
forward to doing the pre-
sentation again at another 
school later in the year.

“To really have a re-

action and to have an im-
pact on other peoples lives 
would be an ideal thing to 
do for our other commu-
nity service,” said Moran-
Bonagura.

The team will start 
their spring season March 
4 against St. Anselm at 
Dowling College.

Bullying
Continued from Page 32
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Holiday Specials!Holiday Specials!
REFRESH YOUR FACE WITHOUT SURGERY

Specializing in: Lip Enhancement, Crow’s-Feet,Forhead Lines

will provide individual consultations to all clients interested in Botox® and Dermal Fillers

You don’t need 
to buy a package
to get the best prices!

SMOOTH DEALS
LASER HAIR REMOVAL

If you find a lower laser price anywhere else for an identical treatment,just show us the lower price and we’ll match it.
ALL OF OUR LASER PROCEDURES ARE CONDUCTED BY HIGHLY TRAINED LASER TECHNICIANS

Call or Visit VELVET EFFECT LASERS for your FREE Consultation!

718-50-LASER
718-505-2737

www.LaserVelvet.com

BOTOX®
 

TREATMENTS
ONLY $10000

JUVEDERM®
 

FACIAL FILLER
$10000 OFF

 
Program today and receive coupons 

GIFT

AVAILABLE

TREATMENTS OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

OTHER SPA PRICES*

OTHER SPA PRICES*

CHIN
UNDER ARMS
BIKINI
LOWER LEGS
FULL BACK
FULL LEGS

$20
$40
$45
$75
$175
$200

$80
$100
$140
$250
$308
$400

REMOVAL TREATMENTS

SKIN REDNESS
BROWN SPOTS
SUN DAMAGE

$100
$100
$100

$250
$250
$250

*COMPETITORS’ REGULAR PRICES
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AUTO

If It Doesn’t Say Nissan of Manhattan, You Paid Too Much!

DEC
27
9-8

DEC
28
9-8

DEC
29
9-8

DEC
30
9-8

DEC
31
9-5

OPENNEW YEARSDAY10-5

JAN
2
9-8

��

Stk#500274, Auto, AM/FM/CD, 6 cyl, p/str/b/l/w, a/c, 
MSRP $33,025, Two thousand four hundred and ninety-five dollars down

AUTO

MAXIMABrand New
2012

LEASE
FOR

Per Mo. 39 Mos.

Stk#500419, Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/b/l/w, 
a/c, MSRP $23,960, 

Two thousand four hundred 
and ninety-five 

dollars down

AUTO

ALTIMA SBrand New
2012

LEASE
FOR

Per Mo. 39 Mos.

Stk#500419, Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP $19,020, 
Two thousand four hundred 
and ninety-five 
dollars down

AUTO

SENTRA SBrand New
2012

LEASE
FOR

Per Mo. 39 Mos.

Stk#500346, Auto, 4 cyl,  p/str/b/l/w, AM/FM/CD, 
a/c, MSRP $23,915,  Two thousand four hundred and 

ninety-five dollars down

LEASE
FOR

ROGUE SBrand New
2012 Nissan

$169Per
Mo.
39
Mos.

AWD

Stk#500274, Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/b/l/w, 
AM/FM/CD, a/c, MSRP $32,360, Two thousand four hundred and ninety-five dollars down

MURANO SNew
2011

LEASE
FOR

Per Mo. 39 Mos.

co
mNissan of Manhattan.

PLENTY OF
PARKING11th Ave & 48th St, NYC 888.606.1329

5 LEFT

AWD
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EVERYTHING MUST GO! 
Major Construction Starting

JANUARY 3rd!
Over 120 Pre-Owned Cars!

 $7995Pre-Owned 
Vehicles 

as low as

MUST MAKE 
ROOM

No 
Reasonable 

Offers 
Refused!

MUST MAKE 
ROOM

Make 
Your 
Best 

Offer!

PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED

PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED • PRE-OWNED 
• PRE-OW

NED • PRE-OW
NED • PRE-OW

NED • PRE-OW
NED • PRE-OW

NED • PRE-OW
NED • PRE-OW

NED • PRE-OW
NED • PRE-OW

NED • PRE-OW
NED • PRE-OW

NED •• 
PR

E-
OW

NE
D 

• 
PR

E-
OW

NE
D 

• 
PR

E-
OW

NE
D 

• 
PR

E-
OW

NE
D 

• 
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E-
OW

NE
D 

• 
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E-
OW
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D 

• 
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E-
OW
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D 

• 
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E-
OW

NE
D 

• 
PR

E-
OW

NE
D 

• 
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E-
OW

NE
D 

• 
PR

E-
OW

NE
D 

•

Offers exp 3 days after pub. Price incl dlr prep & any cost except tax, tags, DMV fees & reg fees. Leases incl 12k mi per yr, add’l mi at 18¢ per mi. Lessee resp. for maint. excess wear. Prices refl ect all avail incentives to dlr. Must be approv. by prim 
lender Tier 0. Tier 1 Sign & Drive. Total paymts/Due at Sign: Altima=$4902/$3519; Sentra=$4142/$3499; Maxima=$8702/$3619; Rogue=$6591/$3559; Murano=$9842/$3649. Due at signing= 1st mo. paymt+$2495 Down pymt+$0 Security 

Dep+$895 Acq fee. Closed end leases. Must be from dlr stock. Offers can’t be combined with other offers. ‡Restrictions apply. See dlr for details. Not resp for typos. Prices and availability subject to change from time of pub.

Get
Real Credit

for your next auto at:

WheelCredit.com

Check outour inventoryonline

co
mNissan of Manhattan.

PLENTY OF
PARKING11th Ave & 48th St, NYC 888.606.1329
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TIGUAN SEL2010
VW

$29,273$29,273
*

LOADED! Leather, Sunroof, AM/FM/CD Player, P/Windows, P/Locks,
Cruise, Tilt & Much More! Stk#U7861. ONLY 15K Miles!

WWW.KOEPPELMAZDA.COM
57-01 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS

1-888-340-7378�

ICI
PAL

CREDIT

WWW.KOEPPELVW.COM
57-15 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS

ONLY 2
MILES FROM
THE 59TH ST.

BRIDGE

1-866-896-1111

HOURS:
MON-THUR 9-9,
FRI 9-7, SAT 9-7
OPEN SUNDAY

11AM-5PM
PARTS DEPT OPEN SATURDAY

FROM 9AM-1:00PM

*Prices include applicable rebates and incentives. All rebates subject to qualification. Tax, tags, doc & MV fees and $795 dealer preparation additional. Retail prices based on current Kelley Blue book. Prices subject to change. Photos are for
illustration purposes only. All advertised vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Ad offers cannot be combined. Offer expires 7 days after pub. date.VW-NYSDMV#7068638. NYSDCA#0918152. MAZDA-NYSDMV#7097757. NYSDCA#1175356.

––––– NO CREDIT REJECTED! –––––

1-800-476-1753
4 SECURE 4 SIMPLE

4 SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

DON’T GET
STUCK IN
THE SNOW!

OVER 50
CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED
TRUCKS THE

2002 HYUNDAI
TUCSON

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player,
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!

Stk#MU1890. ONLY 53K Miles!

$12,000*

2008 MAZDA
CX-7

AWD! Auto, A/C, ABS, Cruise,
P/W, P/L & Much More!

Stk#U7774. ONLY 68K Miles!

$14,000*

2007 NISSAN
MURANO

AWD! Auto, Leather, P/Seats, A/C,
CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#U7823. ONLY 45K Miles!

$16,000*

2004 VW
TOUREG

AWD! V8, Leather, Alloys, Auto, A/C,
CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#U7792. ONLY 67K Miles!

$17,000*

2010 JEEP
WRANGLER
AWD! Auto, Airbags, P/Windows,
P/Locks, Alloys, CD Player & Much
More! Stk#MU1876. 11K Miles!

$23,000*

2010 MAZDA
CX-7

CERTIFIED! AWD! Leather, Alloys, Auto,
A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#MU1931. ONLY 15K Miles!

$19,000*

2009 TOYOTA
RAV 4

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player,
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!
Stk#U7811. ONLY 6K Miles!

$20,000*

2008 JEEP
WRANGLER X
AWD! Hard & Soft Top! Automatic, Climate

Control, Traction Control, Airbags, ABS, P/W, P/M,
P/L & Much More! Stk#MU1983. ONLY 66K Miles!

$18,000*

2010 VW
TIGUAN SEL
AWD! CERTIFIED!Automatic, Navigation, Moonroof,

Leather/Heated Seats, Alloys, Traction Control, Airbags, ABS,
P/W, P/M, P/L & Much More! Stk#U7861. ONLY 14K Miles!

$29,000*

2009 MAZDA
CX-9

CERTIFIED! AWD! Heated Seats, Leather,
Alloys, Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L &
Much More! Stk#MU1937. ONLY 45K Miles!

$24,000*

2010 MAZDA
CX-7

CERTIFIED! AWD! Auto, A/C, Moonroof,
Leather, Alloys, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L &
Much More! Stk#MU1910. ONLY 4K Miles!

$29,000*

2008 MERCEDES
ML320 CDI
DIESEL! AWD! Nav, Powerlift Gate, Heated Seats,
Reverse Camera, Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W,
P/L & Much More! Stk#U7829. ONLY 30K Miles!

$35,000*
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†Tax, tags & DMV fees additional. Finance any of these deals with only $2,012 Down at 6.9% for 66 months with approved credit. Vehicle subject to prior sale.

WWW.SOUTHSHOREHYUNDAI.COM
���������		
���	�����������	�������������

855-444-7924 ����������� ���!"��#����
�$��%&���'(�"''"&�)�*#�*�

a division of 

www.NYAutoGIANT.com

09 HYUNDAI SONATA GLS
Auto, AM/FM/CD. Full Power. Loaded! 

19k mi. # U252O 

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$11333,,88888811††

09 NISSAN MAXIMA 3.5S
Auto, AM/FM/CD, Full Pwr. 27k mi 

#U223I 

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$11666,,888888888††

06 ACURA RSX
Auto, AC, AM/FM/CD, F/Pwr, Moonroof, 

Keyless Entry. 69k mi. #U245T

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$88,,888888††

09 HYUNDAI ACCENT GLS
Auto, AC, 29k mi.  

#U312O

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$555,,999888888††

06 HYUNDAI SONATA GLS
Auto, AM/FM/CD. Full Pwr. Mint!  

36k mi. #U249I 

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$999,,444888888††

09 VW JETTA SE
Auto, AM/FM/CD, Sunroof. Mint!  

30k mi. #U26IT 

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$111444,,888888888††

,,

05 CHRYSLER 300 HEMI C
Auto, Lthr, Htd Seats, Full Power, 

Loaded! 75k mi. #U292T 

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$111000,,888888888††

09 HONDA CR-V
Auto, AC, AM/FM/CD, Full Pwr, Remote 

Entry & More! 35k mi. #U184I 

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$111444,,777888888††

01 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
Auto, AM/FM, Full Pwr. 59k mi.  

Very Clean! #U289T 

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$333,,888888888††

08 MAZDA 3 SPORT
Auto, AM/FM/CD. Like New!  

39k mi. #U230T 

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$99,,998888††

10 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS
Auto, AC, AM/FM/CD, Full Pwr.  
4 To Choose! 30k mi. #U321I 

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$1100,,888888††

07 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, AC, AM/FM/CD, Full Pwr, Mint! 

29k mi. #U188I 

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$99,,888888††

11 TOYOTA COROLLA SPORT
Auto, Black/Black. Only 8k mi.  

#U186I

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$1144,,88888811††

08 NISSAN SENTRA CVT 2.0
Auto, AC, AM/FM/CD, Full Pwr. 
Very Clean! 49k mi. #U276I

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$99,,888888††

10 HYUNDAI SONATA GLS
Auto, AC, AM/FM/CD, Full Pwr.  
4 To Choose! 36k mi. #U2750

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$1111,,888888††

11 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
Auto, AC, AM/FM/CD. Mint! 19k mi. 

#U179O

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$11666,,44888888††

09 HONDA CIVIC EX
Auto, AM/FM/CD, Full Pwr, Alloy 

Wheels. 70k mi. #U237I

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$1100,,888888††

08 TOYOTA AVALON XL
Auto, V6, AC, AM/FM/CD, Full Pwr. 

38k mi. #U197I

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$1155,,888888††

05 TOYOTA COROLLA CE
Auto, AC, AM/FM/CD. Mint Condition! 

55k mi. #U277I

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$55,,888888††

10 TOYOTA RAV4 4X4
Auto, AM/FM/CD. Only 14k mi. 

#U340I

FINFINANCANCEE FFOROR 
$$111555,,666888888††

�	�
��+	,-����.����* �"//��!"�����"!!�/��#�

WHEN YOU COME TO WWHW EHEN EN YYOOUOU CCCCOOOOMMMMMMMEEE TTTTO
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79-32 Metropolitan Avenue, Midde Village 
(718) 894-1020 ~ (718) 894-1024 ~ www.belmondorestaurant.com

Have A Happy &  Healthy  
New Year From Bel Mondo

New Year’s Day Menu

Appetizers:

Peach, Prosuitto and Ricotta Crostini

Shrimp Cocktail

Soup:

Black Eyed Pea Soup 

Brings good luck for the entire New Year

Entrees:

Brazilian Chicken

A tang of orange mixed with hot pepper salsa, 

served with vegetables and potatoes

Rib Eye-Steak 

With arugula & roasted pepper salad 

served with vegetables and potatoes

Pecan Crusted Dijon Tilapia 

Served with vegetables and potatoes

Veal Chops Saltimbocca 

Sauteed with white wine, tomatoes topped with 

prosuitto, served with vegetables and potatoes

New Year’s Eve Menu

Appetizers:

Elegant Endives 

Endives stuffed with shrimp salad

Cucumber, Tomato and Feta Salad

Hot Antipasto 

Baked clams, shrimp scampi, 

eggplant rollatini, stuffed mushrooms

Entrees:

Tilapia & Shrimp Piccata Paprika

Lemon and capers served with vegetables 

and potatoes

Grilled Seasoned Veal Chops 

With chopped tomatoes and red onion served 

with vegetables and potatoes

Surf & Turf-Rib Eye & 1 1/2 Lb. Lobster 

Served with vegetables and potatoes

Beef Meatloaf in a Bacon Blanket 

Served with vegetables and potatoes

Chicken a la Diable 

In a dijon mustard, cayenne pepper sauce served 

with vegetables and potatoes

~ call for reservations ~ 

Ask about our delicious desserts




