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Ex-Parkway CEO guilty
as Rosen awaits his fate

QGuide Page 15

BY IVAN PEREIRA

A collection of religious lead-
ers and elected officials from all 
over the city Tuesday stood by the 
worshipers of the borough’s larg-
est mosque in Jamaica to send a 
message to the man under arrest 
for allegedly firebombing the cen-
ter on New Year’s Day that they 
will not tolerate hate in the com-

munity.
Police said Queens Village 

resident Ray Lazier Lengend, 40, 
was arrested Tuesday in connec-
tion with the string of four Molo-
tov cocktails in southeast Queens 
and charged with five counts of 
criminal possession of a weapon, 
one count of arson as a hate crime 
and four counts of arson.

While investigators were get-

ting to the bottom of the crimes, 
the mayor, City Council speaker 
and other politicians met with 
the heads of Jewish, Christian 
and Muslim centers at the Imam 
Al-Khoei Islamic Center, at 89-89 
Van Wyck Expressway, Tuesday 
morning to discuss the incident.

Although no one was hurt 
in any of the attacks and police 
did not reveal the man’s motive, 

NYPD Commissioner Raymond 
Kelly said his investigators were 
treating the acts as a possible 
hate crime.

“Attacks on houses of wor-
ship are egregious,” Kelly said at 
a news conference following the 
meeting.

The mayor echoed the com-
missioner’s statements and said 

Continued on Page 14

Mayor condemns mosque bombing
Leaders from many faiths rally in Jamaica as man charged with Molotov cocktail attacks

Mayor Michael Bloomberg is joined by (front l.-r.)  Imam Maan Al-Sahlani of the Al-Khoei Islamic Center in white turban, City Council Speaker Christine Quinn and 
Police Commissioner Ray Kelly in denouncing firebombings at four locations in southeast Queens, including the Al-Khoei Islamic Center. Photo by Christina Santucci

Allen AME tops 
list of borough’s 
worst landlords

BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
The Greater Allen AME Ca-

thedral’s affordable housing unit 
leads the borough in the city pub-
lic advocate’s worst landlord list, 
and the Jamaica tenants who con-
tend they are suffering in ram-
shackle conditions say they want 
action.

Bill de Blasio introduced last 
week new additions to his online 
database that tracks the viola-
tions against residential building 
owners, and as a result more than 

Continued on Page 14
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BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
The attorney repre-

senting the 10 adopted sib-
lings who were abused by 
their Laurelton mother for 
two decades is pushing for 
a settlement package for 
their lawsuit against the 
city Administration for 
Children’s Services and 
two other adoption  agen-
cies, a published report re-
vealed.

The attorney repre-
senting Judith Leekin’s fos-
ter children proposed the 
$68 million settlement in 
the civil rights action law-
suit that was filed nearly 
three years ago in Brook-
lyn federal court against 
ACS and two private adop-
tion agencies, The New 
York Times reported.

Leekin, a former Lau-
relton resident, was arrest-
ed in 2007 in Florida after 
the authorities discovered 
she had been abusing the 
siblings, whose ages range 
from 19 to 28, inside her 
home and had been illegal-
ly collecting New York City 
subsidies that were meant 
to be used to take care of 
the 11 adoptees.

One of the foster chil-
dren has been missing 
since her arrest and has 
never turned up. Three 
adoption agencies were in-
volved with Leekin, but one 
is now defunct, according 
to the suit.

The Times cited a 
sealed court document that 
was given to Federal Magis-
trate Judge Marilyn D. Go 
back in October that pro-

posed the huge settlement 
to help pay for the damages 
caused when Leekin kept 
the siblings out of school, 
tied them up and physically 
abused them after she ad-
opted the plaintiffs in the 
1980s and ’90s.

All of the siblings have 
severe mental problems and 
many had reading levels of 
middle school children, ac-
cording to the authorities.

The city Law Depart-
ment declined to comment 
about the pending litiga-
tion.

Robert S. Delmond, 
the attorney represent-
ing the adoption agencies 
HeartShare Human Ser-

vices of New York and SCO 
Family of Services, could 
not be reached for com-
ment but wrote to the judge 
that the settlement was “a 
significant sum, which re-
quires much consideration, 
thought, planning and in-
volvement of corporate offi-
cers before they can reach a 
decision,” according to the 
Times.

Leekin pleaded guilty 
in 2008 in New York and 
Florida to abusing the chil-
dren and illegally taking 
state subsidies and was sen-
tenced to 10 years in prison. 
As part of her sentence, she 
was ordered to pay $1.68 
million in restitution and 

forfeit her two Florida 
houses.

The foster siblings’ at-
torney contended that the 
city did not properly vet 
Leekin when it approved 
the adoptions. She had used 
several aliases and lied on 
her applications to take 
care of the siblings.

A state law was en-
acted in 1999 that requires 
prospective parents who 
want to adopt children to 
provide fingerprints and 
go through an extensive 
process that includes in-
terviews and a home study, 
but Leekin had moved out 
of Laurelton in 1997.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Several Queens Mus-
lim leaders and their allies 
from other faiths added 
their names to a letter call-
ing for a boycott of Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s an-
nual interfaith breakfast, 
which was held Friday.

The boycott was 
called in response to rev-
elations in an Associated 
Press report in November 
that said the NYPD sent 
undercover officers into 
mosques, hookah bars, eth-
nic bookstores, restaurants 
and cafes to look for signs 
of radicalism among the 
city’s Muslim populations. 
The Dec. 29 letter criticized 
the mayor for defending the 
NYPD’s actions.

“We seek your clear, 
unambiguous, public sup-
port for the rights and pri-
vacy of all New Yorkers, 
including Muslims,” the 
letter said, “and a condem-
nation of all policies that 
profile and target com-
munities and community 
groups solely based on their 
religion or the color of their 
skin.”

The breakfast, which 

has been an annual tradi-
tion for Bloomberg for the 
past 11 years, took place 
Friday morning at the New 
York Public Library, at 
42nd Street and Fifth Av-
enue in Manhattan.

Signers of the pledge 
came from mosques in all 
five boroughs, and about 
eight were from Queens 
religious organizations. 
Queens has large Muslim 
communities in Jackson 
Heights, Astoria and Flush-
ing, as well as mosques in 
Jamaica.

Robina Niaz, executive 
director of the Flushing-
based Muslim women’s 
group Turning Point for 
Women & Families, said 
that while she was not in-
vited, she signed the pledge 
because she believed the 
NYPD’s actions would fur-
ther marginalize the Mus-
lim population.

“It’s time for Muslim 
leaders to stand up and say, 
‘This needs to stop,’” Niaz 
said.

The Jackson Heights-
based Desis Rising Up and 
Moving also participated 
in the boycott.

Judith Leekin was sentenced to 10 years in prison for abusing her adoptive children and illegally tak-
ing money from the city. Photo courtesy Sheriff of St. Lucie County Florida

Boro Muslims boycott
Bloomberg breakfast

Jackson Heights Imam Mohd Qayyoom (c.) attends Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s interfaith breakfast despite protests from other 
Muslims in Queens. Photo courtesy Qayyoom

10 abused kids try to settle
Adopted siblings neglected by jailed Laurelton mother seek $68M
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Jamaica Avenue bookseller pens tome on giving up scams
Michael Evans recounts in autobiography his life running Three Card Monte schemes and eventual reform

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
About once a week, Mi-

chael Evans can be seen on 
Jamaica Avenue hawking 
his books — one autobio-
graphical and the others a 
series about a man who 
kills snitches.

His first book, “It Was 
All in the Cards: The Life 
and Times of Midtown 
Mike,” details Evans’ ad-
ventures when he was 
growing up, running Three 
Card Monte schemes in 
Times Square and became 
reformed.

Evans said the life he 
was living — driving fast 
cars, making tens of thou-
sands a dollars a week and 
wearing expensive jewelry 
— was the ideal subject 
matter to be made into a 
book.

“I grew up in Times 
Square, so there’s a lot of 

drama and chaos going on 
there for a young kid,” Ev-
ans said during a recent 
telephone interview, noting 
he began the scams in 1978. 
Writing the book “was a 
purging. It was very thera-
peutic at the same time.”

Evans, whose street 
name was “Midtown Mike,” 
said he was making $3,000 a 
week at his peak and it was 
easy taking money from 
tourists and anyone else 
who wanted to try their 
luck at a game in which the 
cards were stacked against 
them.

“You had these tour-
ists walking around with 
$10,000,” he said. “They 
didn’t want to leave it in 
their hotel room.”

Three Card Monte is 
one of the oldest confidence 
games employed by a team 
of people, some of whom act 
as lookouts for police and 

others who pretend they 
are customers.

As unsuspecting peo-
ple witness the game and 
see someone, who they do 
not realize is just a part 
of the team, making easy 
money, they wager money 
that they can pick out a spe-
cific card out of three cards 

moved around by the dealer 
taking their bets.

But the game operator 
uses sleight of hand and a 
variety of tricks to win the 
game and take the player’s 
money.

In “It Was All in the 
Cards,” Evans said he had 
some close calls with angry 

customers.
“I have vics [victims] 

pull out guns, knives, ma-
chetes and anything you 
can imagine to try to get 
their money back,” he 
wrote. “One guy I beat out 
of just 40 measly dollars 
pulled out a real hand gre-
nade, threatening to blow 
everybody up if he did not 
get his money back.”

Evans, who lives on 
Long Island and was liv-
ing in the Bronx when he 
was cheating customers 
in Times Square, said in 
his book he was successful 
running Three Card Monte 
because he had “the voice 
of a Southern preacher, the 
hands of a magician and 
the gift of gab of a pimp.”

But he said that over 
the years he decided he did 
not want to live the life of a 
scam artist, pointing out he 
had two young children.

“It was empty. It was 
an empty existence,” he 
said.

Evans is now a correc-
tions officer and author.

“It was a hard tran-
sition,” he said. “I had to 
learn the hard way through 
trial and error. The streets 
didn’t treat me right. God 
helped me change my life 
around, my conscience, my 
wife and my two sons.”

Besides “It Was All in 
the Cards,” Evans is the au-
thor of the “Son of a Snitch” 
series, about a man whose 
father was a snitch and re-
belled to become a killer of 
snitches.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

Michael Evans sells his books, including his memoir detailing his 
life as a Times Square con artist and his effort to reform himself, 
on Jamaica Avenue. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Mayor Michael Bloomberg (front r.) during a visit to a maternity 
ward of a Bronx hospital announced that New Yorkers are living 
longer. Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg

Mayor touts increase 
in city life expectancy

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

What is the key to liv-
ing a longer life?

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s prescription: 
Move to New York City.

The city Department 
of Health says a New York 
City baby born in 2009 can 
expect to live 80.6 years, 
compared with an average 
of 78.2 years for infants 
born in the rest of the Unit-
ed States.

“If you want to live 
longer and healthier than 
the average American, 
then come to New York 
City,” Bloomberg said. “By 
investing in health care 
and continuing to encour-
age more New Yorkers to 
take charge of their own 
health, we’ve experienced 
dramatic improvements in 
life expectancy. This news 
really does make it a happy 
New Year.”

The beaming 
Bloomberg used the royal 
“we” in proudly announc-
ing the news last month 
at Lincoln Hospital in the 
Bronx. But his gleaming 
face reflected pride in a 
major part of his nearly a 
decade in office: his push 
to improve health among 
Gothamites.

Bloomberg almost un-
ceasingly has used his of-
fice for initiatives against 
smoking in most public 
places, discouraging trans 
fats in restaurants and 
drives against high sugar 

content soft drinks, par-
ticularly among schoolchil-
dren.

“New York City resi-
dents are healthier than 
ever,” said Deputy Mayor 
Linda Gibbs. “Cleaner air, 
safer streets, healthier 
food — these all contribute 
to improved quality of our 
lives.”

The DOH also said life 
expectancy for 40-year-olds 
increased from 79.5 to 82 
years from 2000-09 and life 
expectancy for 70-year-olds 
increased by 1.5 years to 
86.9  compared with 85.1 na-
tionwide.

From 2000 to 2009, the 
most recent year for which 
such statistics are avail-
able, New York City life 
expectancy for both men 
(78) and women (83) has in-
creased.

The Health Depart-
ment, which analyzed data 
on death certificates, said 
improvements in preven-
tion and treatment of HIV 
diseases, heart disease, 
cancer, drug overdoses and 
infant mortality made the 
biggest contributions to 
longer lives.

 “Fewer New Yorkers 
are dying from HIV-related 
illness and smoking-related 
illnesses,” said Health Com-
missioner Thomas Farley. 
“Since 2002, nearly a half 
million New Yorkers have 
quit smoking, dramatically 
reducing their risk of heart 
disease and cancer.”

City traffi c deaths plummet
Pedestrian fatalities account for lion’s share as 2011 stats hit record low

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

The city was set to end 
the year with the lowest 
number of deaths from traf-
fic accidents since statis-
tics were recorded in 1910, 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and other city officials an-
nounced last week.

As of Dec. 27, there 
were 237 traffic fatalities 
in 2011 — a 40 percent drop 
from the 393 people who 
were killed in accidents in 
2001.

The city’s traffic fatal-
ity rate dropped from 4.87 
fatalities per 100,000 resi-
dents in 2001 to 2.8 deaths 
per 100,000 residents in 
2011.

Of the 237 deaths last 
year, 134 were pedestrians 
who were hit by cars, 47 
were senior pedestrian fa-
talities and only three were 
child pedestrian fatalities.

“This will be the 
city’s safest traffic year in 
the more than 100 years 
since records were kept,” 
Bloomberg said at Grand 
Army Plaza last Thurs-
day in Brooklyn, where he 
made the announcement 

along with Police Commis-
sioner Ray Kelly and city 
Department of Transpor-
tation Commissioner Ja-
nette Sadik-Khan. “We’ve 
made progress in every 
area of traffic safety due 
to our willingness to take 
new, creative approaches 
to longstanding challenges 
with safety redesigns and 
through aggressive traffic 

enforcement.
Bloomberg tied in the 

safety records this year to 
an earlier announcement 
that the city’s life expectan-
cy is now 80.6 years, which 
surpasses the national av-
erage.

“We’ve focused on 
making our streets safer 
for all who use them — no 
matter how they decide to 

travel — and it’s another 
reason New Yorkers are liv-
ing longer and another rea-
son our city is safer than 
ever before.”

Bicycle fatalities have 
stayed close to the 2001 lev-
els even though bicycle rid-
ership has quadrupled over 
the last 10 years.

Bloomberg said the all-

Mayor Michael Bloomberg announced the city had the fewest amount of traffic deaths in 2011 since re-
cords were kept in 1910 as Transportation Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan and Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly look on. Photo courtesy mayor’s office

Southern Queens home prices slip
BY IVAN PEREIRA

Queens home sales 
prices have increased 
slightly overall despite 
sharp declines in sales 
prices in many parts of the 
borough, including south-
east Queens, a new report 
shows.

The most recent Pru-
dential Douglas Elliman 
report, which tracked the 
real estate figures for the 
borough in the third quar-
ter of 2011, indicated that 
the average sales price for 
homes went up by 0.5 per-
cent to to $398,710 from 
$396,680 during the third 
quarter in 2010. Median 
sales prices in Queens also 
went up 8.5 percent from 

$355,000 in 2010 to $385,000 
in the latest third quarter, 
according to the report.

“Despite no significant 
improvement in the region-

al economy, the market in-
dicators currently reflect 
a market that continues to 
show stability, as measured 
in price and absorption 

rates,” the study indicated.
The small overall 

gains, however, overshad-
owed the dip in sales and 
average home prices within 
several neighborhoods in 
Queens, the report showed.

The Rockaways had 
the greatest decline over 
the 12-month period, with 
average sales prices going 
from $421,298 in the third 
quarter of 2010 to $382,348 
during the same period 
last year for a 9.2 percent 
decline, according to the 
report. Median sales prices 
in the area shrank 6.7 per-
cent from $380,000 during 
the third quarter of 2010 to 
$354,696 during the third 
quarter of 2011, Douglas El-

Several neighborhoods in Queens saw dips in their average home 
sales prices, according to a new report.

Continued on Page 20

Continued on Page 20
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5Former Parkway head admits to bribery
Aquino said he paid $30K to ex-Brooklyn Sen. Kruger to lobby to keep Forest Hills hospital open

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Dr. Robert Aquino, 
former chief executive of-
ficer of Parkway Hospital, 
pleaded guilty Tuesday to 
federal bribery charges — 
two weeks before his trial 
was set to begin, Manhat-
tan U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara said.

Aquino pleaded guilty 
before U.S. District Judge 
Jed Rakoff and admitted 
that he bribed former state 
Sen. Carl Kruger with 
$60,000 in exchange for 
Kruger’s lobbying on the 
Forest Hills hospital’s be-
half in Albany, including 
ensuring that the hospital 
would stay open, Bharara 
said.

The hospital ultimately 
went into bankruptcy and 
closed its doors in 2008.

After resigning from 
the state Senate, Kruger 
pleaded guilty to corruption 
Dec. 20 and was scheduled 
to be sentenced in April.

“Robert Aquino was 
all too willing to make 
sure a bribe was paid to 
preserve his job as CEO of 
a hospital,” Bharara said 
in a statement. “Like oth-
ers in this case, he chose to 
fight his battle with money 
under the table rather than 
play by the rules. And like 
others in this case, he now 
faces the prospect of jail. 
This office remains com-
mitted to breaking the 
chains of corruption that 
weigh down New York poli-
tics.”

Aquino’s trial had 
been set for Jan. 17 before 
he pleaded guilty Tues-
day in Manhattan federal 
court.

He now faces up to five 
years in prison, according 
to the details of his plea 
agreement.

Former MediSys and 
Jamaica Hospital Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer David Ros-
en, who was convicted on 
federal bribery charges in 

September, is expected to 
learn his fate Friday when 

he could be sentenced to as 
much as 70 years in prison.

After a three-week 
bench trial in September, 

Rosen was convicted of 
ordering MediSys, which 
owns Jamaica, Flushing 
and Brookdale hospitals, 
to pay more than $400,000 
to late Queens state Assem-
blyman Anthony Seminerio 
between 1999 and 2008.

In exchange for the 
funds, Seminerio advocated 
on Rosen’s behalf with state 
agencies, co-sponsored leg-
islation to benefit MediSys 
and lobbied on the health 
system’s behalf in its effort 
to acquire St. John’s and 
Mary Immaculate hospi-
tals, which at the time were 
owned by Caritas.

Seminerio pleaded 
guilty to mail fraud and 
was sentenced to six years 
in a North Carolina prison 
in February 2010. He died 
in January 2011 while ap-
pealing the decision.

Rosen was also found 
to have given Assembly-
man William Boyland (D-
Brooklyn) a no-show job 

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

On the heels of the 
opening of the Aqueduct 
racino, support is growing 
to expand gambling in the 
state, according to a recent 
Quinnipiac poll.

Resorts World Casino 
New York City opened in 
October, but state law lim-
its the racino to only hav-
ing video lottery terminals 
— devices similar to slot 
machines — and electronic 
table games.

An amendment to the 
state constitution is needed 
to bring table games and 
full casino gambling to Aq-
ueduct.

In a Quinnipiac poll 
released last month, 64 
percent of voters said they 

support Atlantic City- or 
Las Vegas-style casinos, 
compared to 31 percent who 
said they were against the 
idea.

“Casino gaming re-
quires a constitutional 
amendment, and the state 
Legislature must act soon 
to get the process start-
ed,” said Quinnipiac poll 
spokesman Maurice Car-
roll. “New Yorkers say 
‘Shuffle and deal.’”

That number is up from 
a Quinnipiac survey in Oc-
tober that found 56 percent 
of state voters would like to 
see such casinos.

More men (68 percent) 
than women (60 percent) 
support more gambling, 
the new poll found.

More than 70 percent 

of those making $100,000 to 
$150,000 per year who were 
polled said they supported 
expanding gambling in 
the state, while 57 percent 
of those earning less than 
$40,000 are in favor of more 
gambling.

A majority — 68 per-
cent — of those polled said 
new casinos would be good 
for the economy, but 58 per-
cent also said casinos will 
lead to an increase in gam-
bling addiction.

Besides voters, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo said he is 
in favor of bringing casino 
gambling to the state and 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
also supports it as long as 
the benefits of the casinos 
are coming to the city as 

We want live table games, 
full casinos in NY: Poll

Mother mourns slain son 
after S Rich Hill murder

BY JOE ANUTA

Police were searching for the man sus-
pected of killing 20-year-old Keith Frank 
last month in a flash of violence outside 
a South Richmond Hill party that left an 
8-month-old girl without a father.

Keith Frank, who moved to Queens 
from Guyana when he was 12, died exactly 
two months before his 21st birthday after 
he was shot once in the torso at around 4:45 
a.m. Dec. 11, according to the NYPD.

Police were looking for a man named 
Troy Thomas in connection with the shoot-
ing, according to Frank’s mother, who saw 
a wanted  poster in the lobby of the 106th 
Precinct.

Frank was attending a birthday party 
near 132nd Street and 109th Avenue and 
ran into some other men with whom he had 
a ongoing beef, according to his mother, 
Carol Kyte.

“You wouldn’t believe how stupid it is. 
It’s just about dancing and girls,” she said 

in an interview in her home. “Everybody 
said this is a senseless killing.”

In the future, someone will have to 
sit down Frank’s daughter, Keyanna, and 
explain to her what happened, but for now 
Kyte only knows that a group of other 
Guyanese men were at odds with one of 
Frank’s friends over sophomoric quibbles 

Carol Kyte holds a picture of her son, Keith 
Frank, who was killed last month by gunfire out-
side a party. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 20Continued on Page 20

Continued on Page 20

Former Parkway Hospital head Dr. Robert Aquino’s pleaded guilty to bribery just days before his cor-
ruption trial in Manhattan federal court.
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631.656.2110            305 N. Service Road  Dix Hills, New York 11746        www.ftc.edu

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N TA R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C AT I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
• JOURNALISM• MASS COMMUNICATION • MUSIC TEACHER EDUCATION • MUSIC BUSINESS • MUSIC PERFORMANCE  • THEATRE ARTS

www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Open House
• Learn about our Degree 

   & Internship Programs 

 • Meet with Admissions & Financial 
     Aid Representatives

   • Presentations & Demonstrations 
        in our Professional Studios

    • Scholarships Available  

Saturday, January 14 at 1 pm  

Spring Classes 
Start January 24 !
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Buckley Country Day School

Admissions Open House 
Thursday

January 19, 2012 
9:00 AM

 
516.627.1910 ext. 2701

www.buckleycountryday.com
IU Willets Road, Roslyn, NY

Columbia University Teachers College
Affiliate School

Please join us

Toddler through Eighth Grade
Beginning in their earliest years, our students 
experience a rich curriculum, engage in active 
and joyful learning, and prepare for a life of 
achievement and leadership.

Our curriculum incorporates

Enriched instruction in literacy, mathematics,   
 and science, supported by current 
 educational research

 Multiple technologies for “anytime, 
 anyplace learning”

 Study of world languages, beginning in 
 Pre-Kindergarten

 Creative self-expression through the visual
 and performing arts, including strings,   
 drama, and dance

 Emphasis on fitness and physical skills,   
 beginning in early childhood and culminating   
 in athletic competition in middle school 

Buy local.

Support Your Local Dairy.
New York City’s One and Only.
Following in the footsteps of their dairy farmer 
grandparents, Max and Arthur Schwartz 
founded Elmhurst Dairy in 1919 to 
bottle and deliver milk throughout 
their neighborhood. Today, the family 
continues the legacy by supplying milk 
to over 8,300 independent grocers and 
1,400 public schools in New York City. 

Buying milk from Elmhurst Dairy 
supports hundreds of jobs for your
friends and neighbors and preserves the
familyowned farms upstate that supply 
us daily. Together, we’re reducing the environmental
impact of shipping milk from outside the 
region and reinvesting in the economic 
future of our city.

Elmhurst Dairy  the feelgood 
choice that’s also fresh!

7185263442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

BY RICH BOCKMANN

As part of a sordid, 
dark plot, 25-year-old Nikki 
Lavin Sheridan drugged 
and drowned her father, 
Douglaston doctor George 
Sheridan, in the waters 
under the Throgs Neck 
Bridge — the same place 
her mother, Eileen Lavin, 
was murdered a quarter 
century ago.

You will not read about 
Lavin Sheridan’s trial in 
newspapers, though, be-
cause her crime never re-
ally happened.

It was conjured up by 
Bayside resident and author 
Denis Hamill, one of three 
scribes who read from their 
contributions to the short-
story anthology “Queens 
Noir” at the Bayside branch 
of the Queens Library last 
Thursday night.

Hamill has lived in 

Bayside for 13 years, and 
“Under the Throgs Neck 
Bridge” is replete with 
neighborhood details such 
as Crocheron Park and 
the jogging path along the 

Cross Island Parkway, 
where he often takes a lei-
surely stroll.

“The way Mr. Hamill 
describes Bayside makes 
it as big a character as the 
two principals and the vic-
tims,” said librarian Tejas 
Desai, who also runs the 
branch’s weekly writers 
workshop.

Hamill, along with 
authors Shailly Agnihotri 
and Kenneth Wishnia, dis-
cussed their craft and how 
Queens locales became 
parts of their stories.

Agnihotri, a public 
defense attorney and film-
maker, grew up in Loui-
siana and said her family 
would visit Jackson Heights 
to shop for weddings and 
other celebrations. In her 
story “Avoid Agony,” mat-
rimonial investigator Raj 
Kumar navigates tradition-

Borough locales come alive
in anthology of short stories

Continued on Page 20

Little is known about Beatrice 
Schacher-Myers, the wom-
an who gave $1.6 million to 
the Queens College music 
department. 

Photo courtesy Queens College
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

POLICE 

Blotter

JAMAICA — Police have asked the 
public for help in their pursuit of a man 
who they say groped a woman’s rear end 
nearly two weeks ago.

The incident took place around 11:15 
a.m. Dec. 23 in Jamaica when the fugitive 
grabbed the victim’s butt, then fled, police 
said.

The victim was able to snap a photo 
of the suspect with her phone before he es-
caped, according to police.

He was described as a black man be-
tween 5 feet 10 inches to 6 feet tall and was 
last seen wearing a blue American Eagle 
vest with a black sweatshirt, police said.

Police seek groper of woman in Jamaica

SPRINGFIELD GARDENS — Police 
were looking for a man who they say sexu-
ally assaulted a woman who was coming off 
a bus on Christmas Eve.

The suspect, described as a black man 
between 18 and 24 years old and 5 feet 8 
inches to 6 feet tall, followed the 47-year-old 
victim after she got off the vehicle at the 
corner of 140th Avenue and Coombs Street 
around 6:40 p.m., police said.

The man allegedly sexually assaulted 
her in the vicinity and fled the scene, but 
surveillance footage was taken of him be-
fore he escaped, according to investigators. 
He was last seen wearing a dark-colored 
coat, dark-colored pants, white sneakers 
and a black back pack, investigators said.

Woman, 47, assaulted on Christmas Eve: Cops

Police are seeking a man fitting one depicted in 
this surveillance video in connection with a sexu-
al assault. Image courtesy NYPD

Two police officers were 
taken to the hospital 
with neck and back inju-
ries after their police ve-
hicle was involved in a 
crash at 118th Avenue and 
Springfield Boulevard 
in Springfield Gardens. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

EAST ELMHURST — Police were looking for a South 
Ozone Park man who went missing after being robbed in 
East Elmhurst.

The NYPD said that on Dec. 29, Jorge Galvez Calixto 
and a friend were near 93rd Street and Ditmars Boulevard 
when they were assaulted by about five males, police said. 
Calixto ran away after being robbed, police said.

Calixto lives on 115th Street near 109th Avenue in South 
Ozone Park, police said.

Those with information about Calixto or the robbery 
are asked to contact NYPD’s CrimeStoppers via phone at 
1-800-577-TIPS, its website at nypdcrimestoppers.com or tex-
ting 274637 (CRIMES) and then entering TIP577.

S. Ozone Pk. man missing after being robbed: Cops

COP CAR CRASH

JORGE GALVEZ CALIXTO
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Memorials to

Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100

Jamaica begins Kwanzaa celebration
BY IVAN PEREIRA

The Afrikan Poetry 
Theatre hosted its annual 
Kwanzaa celebration at MS 
8 in Jamaica Friday, honor-
ing the 45-year-old holiday 
with music, food and a re-
flective look back at Afri-
can culture and tradition. 
Dozens of revelers in south-
east Queens turned out for 
the event.

Although the festivi-
ties could not be held at the 
usual venue at Rochdale 
Village due to a scheduling 
conflict, families from all 
over the borough came out 
to the 167th Street school 
to enjoy the six-hour pro-
gram.

“I’ve been to a lot of 
celebrations all over the 
city, but this one is special, 
is entirely  Queens-based,” 
said John Watusi Branch, 
executive director of the 
Afrikan Poetry Theatre.

The celebration be-
gan with a presentation of 
the history of Kwanzaa by 
Branch and an explanation 
of its significance in Afri-
can-American culture.

Created by activist 
Maulana Karenga in 1966, 
the holiday lasts from Dec. 
26 to Jan. 1, with each day 
representing one of its 
seven principles: Umoja 
(unity), Kujichagulia (self-
determination), Ujima (col-
lective work and responsi-
bility), Ujamaa (cooperative 
economics), Nia (purpose), 
Kuumba (creativity) and 
Imani (faith).

Branch said the holi-
day was created to comple-
ment the other December 
holidays and honor culture 
and community instead of 
religion.

“It’s a harvest celebra-
tion,” he explained. “People 
worked together to plant 
the seed, reap the soil and 
come together, and we’re 
doing that in a different 
way.”

The days are marked 
with the lighting of the 
Kwanzaa wreath and at 
the end of each day and the 
presentation of Zawadi, or 
gifts, to children.

Some of the young visi-
tors gave back with several 
live performances on the 

school’s stage. The celebra-
tion included dances from 
the Batingua Arts Ensem-
ble, the Devore Dance Co., 
the Edge School of the Arts 
and other groups from the 
area.

“All of the perform-
ers are from Queens and 
it brings them together,” 
Branch said.

Aside from the music, 
several vendors were on 
hand to sell various Afri-
can-based goods, including 
clothing, sculptures and 
artwork. Many of the visi-
tors came to the school ear-
ly so they could have a first 
shot at the merchandise.

Wasima Brown has 
been bringing some of her 
family members to the cel-
ebration for years and said 
it has been getting bigger 
and better with age.

“It’s part of our cul-
tural history,” she said. “It 
doesn’t replace Christmas 
— it is part of our holiday 

celebration.”
Branch said that even 

after the sights and sounds 
are done, the spirit of the 
holiday lasts all year.

“I hope they under-
stand the seven principles. 
If they use them, it will 
make their life better,” he 

said.

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

(Clockwise from top) Dancers from the Edge School of the Arts 
take the stage; children are handed presents at the end of the 
event; John Watsui Branch, executive director of The Afrikan 
Poetry Theatre, lights a Kwanzaa candle; and the Devore Dance 
Company performs. Photos by Nat Valentine
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City better be prepared for winter storms

I 
was happy to hear that 
there will be no snow-
fall snafus this winter 
and during future win-

ters.
But then I began to 

wonder.
First, Deputy Chief 

James McGovern is either 
a city sanitation officer 
who worked his way up the 
ranks or a political appoin-
tee given the title in place 
of a career sanitation offi-
cer who knows how to fight 
a storm ... and maybe save 
lives.

Then I wondered if oth-
er city departments have 

been given assignments 
and practiced them before 
a snowstorm ravishes our 
city.

Then I wondered if 
they received an allotment 
of salt at their plants in 
readiness to go at a given 
signal.

I also wondered if the 
private contractors will be 
supervised this year so that 
they may be able to do a 
proper job and not run ram-
pant through city streets, 
causing all kinds of havoc. 
Whatever happened to all 
the career sanitation offi-
cers whom we used to see 

in past years? Could this be 
why were having snafus?

I wondered, if during a 
heavy snowstorm, the plows 
only work the highways, as 
suggested by McGovern, 
until they are all open. But 
how would a fire truck get 
to a fire to save lives? How 
would an ambulance get to 
an emergency if it is bogged 
down? How would Con Edi-
son bring the lights back on 
in case of an outage? How 
will buses be able to ma-
neuver around piles of ice 
and snow?

I wondered how, after 
the highways were up and 

running, would people get 
from their homes to the 
highways if the streets are 
bogged down, even though 
the highways are clear? 
How can people get on to a 
highway if all the entrances 
and exits to them are loaded 
with snow and ice?

All city agencies 
should be stocked up and 
ready to go at a given signal 
to do their jobs.

Al DeNapoli
College Point

THE ADOPTION SCAM
A lawsuit on behalf of 10 disabled children who were 

fraudulently adopted by an ex-Laurelton woman who used 
their adoptions to make more than a million dollars raises 
questions about the justice system. The children’s lawyers 
are looking for a $68 million settlement.

The defendants in the lawsuit are two adoption agen-
cies, one of which has closed, and the city. The two agen-
cies that remain are HeartShare Human Services of New 
York and SCO Family of Services.

What the adopting parent, Judith Leekin, did was hor-
rific. She used four aliases to adopt the children, who suf-
fered from serious disabilities, and moved them to Florida, 
where she kept them in cages. If she spends the rest of her 
life in prison, it will not be punishment enough. It also will 
not help the children.

It would only add to the harm done by this woman if 
it means that HeartShare and SCO will have less funding 
to do their work. We are certain they go to great lengths to 
ensure children are placed in suitable, loving homes. But 
these agencies are also Leekin’s victims.

We hope the judge hearing this suit will balance the 
needs of the 10 victims with the need for SCO and Heart-
Share to continue their work.

BOYCOTT MESSAGE
It is sad that 15 Muslim leaders elected to boycott the 

mayor’s annual interfaith breakfast last week. They have 
legitimate concerns that could have been addressed in 
that forum.

The breakfast was not so much about the mayor as it 
was about bringing the leaders of the city’s religions to-
gether. The boycotters are angry about the use of under-
cover police to conduct surveillance efforts in their houses 
of worship.

Police Commissioner Ray Kelly said the counterter-
rorism programs are legal and justified. But Rabbi Mi-
chael Weisser, who attended the breakfast, said it appears 
the NYPD is targeting the Muslim community.

There is evidence that extremist Muslims have at-
tempted to recruit and exploit young Muslims. Until the 
threat of terrorism no longer exists, the NYPD has to fol-
low every possible lead, but not by infiltrating respected 
Muslim institutions with no history of radical activity. 

The boycotters missed a chance to have a dialogue 
with people of all faiths and that is regrettable.
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Gov’t must cut spending for sake of next generation
A

s I have made clear 
from Day 1, the 
main reason I got 
into politics is out 

of concern for the future 
of our nation. As a grand-
father of 13, my priority is 
to improve our economy 
by helping foster an envi-
ronment where businesses 
can create lasting jobs and 
address our national debt 
crisis so our children and 
grandchildren can prosper 
in this country.

These are the two fun-
damental issues that are 
keeping our economy from 
getting back on track. No 
other option will work un-
til these two factors are ad-
dressed. There have been 
a couple of opportunities 
missed, but there are still 
options available to us if we 
get serious about our situa-
tion and commit to taking 
action.

One critical compo-
nent to getting our spend-
ing under control is requir-
ing the federal government 

to do what many of you do 
every month: balance the 
checkbook. Unfortunately, 
we missed an opportunity 
to put that requirement in 
place when the U.S. House 
of Representatives was un-
able to pass the balanced 
budget amendment, which 
fell short of the two-thirds 
vote needed to pass.

Our national debt cri-
sis is bringing our country 
to the brink of catastrophe. 
We now have a federal debt 
that has surpassed $15 tril-
lion and is rising. We have 
another potential credit 
downgrade on the horizon 
and a growing deficit of 
consumer confidence. The 
resolution of a balanced 
budget to address our gov-
ernment spending problem 
is paramount.

I believe a balanced 
budget amendment is an 
important first step to get-
ting our economy back on 
track and will keep it strong 
for the long haul. Though 
we were unable to make the 

balanced budget amend-
ment a reality during this 
session of Congress, I plan 
to continue pushing for it 
as long as I am in Washing-
ton.

Another unfortunate 
opportunity was lost when 
the supercommittee was 
unable to agree on how to 
cut $1.2 trillion in spending 
over 10 years in order to cut 
the federal deficit. Our gov-
ernment is currently bor-
rowing 40 cents from other 
nations for every dollar we 
spend and there is no end 
in sight. Some believe that 
the best way to fix this is-
sue is to increase taxes and 
ignore the out-of-control 
spending our country is ac-
customed to.

But this strategy has 
taken our deficit to $15 tril-
lion and kept our unemploy-
ment rate above 8 percent 
for the last 34 months. It is 
a short-term band-aid for 
deep wounds in our econ-
omy. We must find com-
mon sense solutions that 

increase tax revenue in our 
country by increasing pro-
ductivity and creating jobs.

We are kidding our-
selves by believing that rais-
ing taxes before cutting our 
spending or getting Ameri-
cans back to work will get 
our country out of the hole. 
We will be revisiting this 
issue in Congress over the 
next several months, and I 
can assure you I will do all 
I can to ensure that our gov-
ernment focuses on scaling 
back its spending.

We all know small 
businesses are unquestion-
ably the economic engine 
of the U.S. economy. The 
start-up or small business 
of today is the Apple or Fa-
cebook of tomorrow. The 
best thing the government 
can do to grow the economy 
is to create an environment 
that allows American busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs 
to create real, lasting jobs 
for Americans.

The House has al-
ready passed more than 25 

bipartisan bills that focus 
on cutting regulations and 
increasing capital for busi-
nesses to get started and 
grow. One such bill was the 
3% Withholding Repeal and 
Job Creation Act, which 
waived the 3 percent with-
holding imposed on govern-
ment contractors. This bill 
keeps money in the pockets 
of business owners so they 
can take on more opportu-
nities and create jobs. The 
act is a step in the right 
direction, but there is still 
much to do.

We must also create an 
environment that allows 
start-up businesses to ac-
quire capital by more cre-
ative means. One bill I vot-
ed for that addresses this 
is H.R. 2930, the Entrepre-
neur Access to Capital Act. 
This bill will help start-up 
businesses raise capital by 
eliminating constraints 
and provide a crowd-fund-
ing exemption that will en-
able them to collect up to $5 
million in donations from 

an unlimited amount of in-
vestors.

This strategy will al-
low businesses to acquire 
capital from other recours-
es during this time when 
lending restrictions prevent 
entrepreneurs from tak-
ing out traditional loans. 
This sort of out-of-the-box 
approach can be found in 
other bills still stalled in 
the U.S. Senate.

It is time we acknowl-
edge that quick-fix stimu-
lus spending at taxpayer 
expense only digs America 
deeper into the hole and 
kicks the can forward for 
the next generation. Rais-
ing taxes on Americans 
without addressing our 
out-of-control spending or 
current business environ-
ment is not a sustainable 
plan for growth.

Bob Turner
U.S. Representative
(R-Middle Village)

City must clean up Flushing housing site now

A
s the first vice presi-
dent of the Auburn-
dale Improvement 
Association Inc., it 

is part of my responsibil-
ity to address community 
problems.

We have received 
many complaints about a 
group of four new attached, 
two-family homes that 
were completed several 
years back. They are at 47th 
Avenue and 198th Street in 
Auburndale, in Flushing. 
They have been vacant 
since they were built be-
cause the owners were un-
able to secure certificates 
of occupancy.

The garages are un-
derneath the homes. Some 
attempt was made to board 
up the front and garage 
doors and some of the win-
dows, but the garage doors 
on two of the units are 

open enough so that they 
are accessible to wander-
ers, squatters and vandals. 
This is a situation where 
public safety is at risk. 
Anyone could get into these 
two buildings and cause all 
types of mayhem. Also, the 
grounds are covered with 
garbage and litter and this 
property is a deplorable 
blight on this fine neighbor-
hood of one- and two-family 
homes.

These problems have 
been reported by my civic 
many times to 311 and by 
letters for action, but these 
problems have not been 
resolved. State Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), state 
Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) and City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) have all 
been contacted and have 
been responsive to the situ-

ation.
They have all written 

letters to the city Depart-
ment of Buildings and Avel-
la has also contacted the 
city Departments of Sani-
tation and Health. With 
all of this help, practically 
nothing has been done by 
city agencies to secure the 
buildings or clean up the 
grounds. This has been go-
ing on for months. It is un-
acceptable.

The DOB visited the 
site in November and is-
sued a violation. It came 
again in December, accord-
ing to the DOB website, and, 
strangely enough, nothing 
wrong was observed. Our 
civic demands this site be 
secured and cleaned.

We understand that in 
instances such as this the 
DOB will erect a chain link 
fence around the open prop-

erty at owner expense. This 
must be done to protect 
adjacent neighbors. Sanita-
tion should also come in to 
clean up the site, with the 
bill sent to the owners.

We cannot understand 
why the owners of this prop-
erty allow this site to deteri-
orate in this manner. There 
have been many other is-
sues with this construction 
site over the years, includ-
ing the fact that the front 
of the four homes have no 
access to the street.

This is another ex-
ample in which this type of 
development is inappropri-
ate and problematic for the 
surrounding community 
and city agencies are inef-
fective.

Henry Euler
Flushing

Support the bald eagle
The following was sub-

mitted by a borough student 
as part of a class project on 
which bird should represent 
the country: the bald eagle 
or the wild turkey.

M
y name is Joseph 
Ciciliato. I am in 
third-grade at PS 
94. I am writing to 

tell you that I have a special 
bird in mind to represent 
our country. The bald ea-
gle, instead of the wild tur-
key, should be our national 
bird.

I believe the bald eagle 
is a good choice for our na-
tional bird. It is a strong and 

brave bird. The bald eagle 
is a symbol of strength and 
courage. I would not choose 
the wild turkey because it 
is shy and easily captured 
or food.

I am glad the bald 
eagle is our national sym-
bol. It shows our country’s 
strength and courage. I 
want to thank you for your 
time and hope you agree we 
should keep the bald eagle 
as our national symbol.

Joseph Ciciliato
Student

PS 94
Little Neck

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Dishing 
with Dee

H
appy New Year to 
everyone! We hope 
2012 is one of the 
best-ever new years 

for you. Don’t make too 
many resolutions, as we 
all know that even with the 
best of intentions they are 
hard to keep after the first 
few weeks.

New Year’s Day is not 
only a good day for resolu-
tions, but also an excellent 
one for reflection. A few 
friends called early New 
Year’s Day to wish a Happy 
New Year and, of course, 
during the conversations 
the inevitable question 
came up: “What are your 
New Year’s resolutions go-

ing to be?”
After giving it some 

thought, my grandmother 
came to mind and I thought 
of what resolutions my 
Nanny always made. Nan-
ny was a minimalist as well 
as a person given to the 
simplistic way of life. She 
didn’t believe in cluttering 
up her life with extempora-
neous and useless details.

I remember her every 
New Year’s Day saying that 
everyone should start off 
with one solid resolution 
and that one was “Only 
Kindness Spoken Here.” 
Think about it: That is a 
one-size-fits-all bit of phi-
losophy, and if everyone 
just took that simple, un-
complicated bit of advice, 
what a lot of problems in 
this world could be elimi-
nated. What do you say we 
all try and give Nanny’s 
philosophy a try?

Friday evening was a 

rather sad night. It was the 
landmark Palace Diner’s 
last day of operation after 
35 years. I had a last glass 
of red wine with owner 
George and his wife Vas-

sos and James Gallagh-

er, president of the Fresh 
Meadows Home Owners 
Civic Association, his wife 
Yolanda and their friend 
the Rev. Abraham Thad-

deus. Of course, I took 
some photos and we chat-
ted with many of the din-
ers still there who seemed 
reluctant to leave. They all 
seemed to want to exchange 
their personal experiences 
at the diner over the years. 
It was the end of an era.

George said the neigh-
borhood had undergone a 
number of ethnic changes 
and that the area is now 
mostly Asian. Asian and 
Greek food have little in 
common, and the new occu-
pant of the old Palace Diner 

site will be a Chinese res-
taurant. From what I un-
derstand, George sold the 
new owners the building 
but he still owns the prop-
erty, which he will lease to 
them.

It will be interesting 
to see how it all works out. 
Before leaving, some of 
us took a last look in the 
party room and reminisced 
over the many private par-
ties, political meetings and 
monthly community meet-
ings we had attended there. 
It’s sad to say nothing lasts 
forever, even the good old 
stuff. Money truly does 
make the world go ’round, 
and how long can you op-
erate a business without 
turning a profit?

On Sunday, New 
Year’s Day morning, we 
had breakfast at the Land-
mark Diner on Northern 
Boulevard in Roslyn, L.I. 
Another breakfast guest 

was political commentator, 
author and television host 
Bill O’Reilly, who lives in 
the area and stops by often. 
Happy New Year, Bill!

Morshed Alam held a 
New Year’s Day party at Taj 
Mahal Caterers on Hillside 
Avenue in Jamaica. There 
were more than 200 guests 
in attendance. There were 
many old friends present 
at the event, including the 
Weprin brothers Mark 
and David, Chet Szarejko, 
John Liu and Ethel Chen. 
Morshed has organized the 
New American Democratic 
Club, which is mostly com-
prised of people from Ban-
gladesh, but membership is 
also open to people of other 
nationalities. Morshed is to 
be complimented on build-
ing up a successful club.

During the course of 
the evening, both Mark We-
prin and myself agreed on 
how beautiful the women 

were. At most events there 
are usually a few exception-
ally attractive women, but 
the preponderance of wom-
en in this group were all at-
tractive and that included 
the young, old and middle-
aged. The ones who caught 
our eye and appeared to be 
the most attractive were 
the women who chose to 
wear the traditional cloth-
ing of their native country. 
The fabrics are rich and 
beautiful — much prettier 
than the typical American 
skinny jeans.

What was even more 
amazing was that they were 
not just pretty faces, but in-
telligent, highly educated 
women recognized in their 
chosen fields. Who says you 
can’t have it all?

I look forward to your 
voice mails at 718-767-6484, 
faxes at 718-746-0066 and e-
mails at deerrichard@aol.
com.

Old year ends on sad note with closing of Palace Diner

Romney, Gingrich campaigns echo contest in 1976

W
e are watching a 
contest between 
Mitt Romney and 
Newt Gingrich for 

the Republican Party 2012 
presidential nomination. 
Although there are other 
candidates competing, 
these two candidates seem 
to be leading.

During the past cen-
tury, most of the intense 
intra-party contests for the 
presidential nomination 
seem to have taken place in 
the Democratic Party. One 
example was in 1924, when 
the Democratic Party held 
its national convention at 

Madison Square Garden 
and a long and bitter floor 
fight took place between 
New York Gov. Al Smith 
and U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary William McAdoo, of 
California, for the nomina-
tion.

After 103 ballots were 
cast, the delegates finally 
nominated a compromise 
candidate. John Davis, of 
West Virginia, had served 
as U.S. solicitor general and 
ambassador to the United 
Kingdom. He would lose the 
presidential election that 
year to Republican Calvin 
Coolidge.

In 1968, the Democrat-
ic Party had its nominating 
convention in Chicago. The 
two candidates were Min-
nesotans: Vice President 
Hubert Humphrey and U.S. 
Sen. Eugene McCarthy. The 
main issue was the Viet-
nam War. The floor fights 

and demonstrations by del-
egates and protesters were 
even more prevalent than 
in 1924. Humphrey finally 
received the presidential 
nomination, only to lose 
the election to former Vice 
President Richard Nixon.

During the last half of 
the 20th century, the most 
intense contest for the Re-
publican presidential nom-
ination occurred in 1976 
between President Gerald 
Ford, of Michigan, and 
Ronald Reagan, of Califor-
nia. Like the present con-
test between Romney and 
Gingrich, it had a governor 
(Reagan), running against 
a former Republican speak-
er of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives (Ford). Now 
we have a former governor 
(Romney) running against 
the former Republican 
House speaker (Gingrich).

The contest in 1976, 

during the early Republi-
can primaries, gave Ford 
victories in the Iowa caucus 
and New Hampshire pri-
mary. Ford also went on to 
win primaries in Florida, 
Massachusetts and Illinois. 
Reagan would win pri-
maries in North Carolina 
and Texas. Reagan chose 
Sen. Richard Schweiker, 
of Pennsylvania, a liberal 
Republican, as his running 
mate.

It did not help him with 
the conservative wing of 
the Republican Party. Ford 
would go on to win the Re-
publican nomination that 
year, only to lose to Demo-
crat and former Georgia 
Gov. Jimmy Carter in the 
1976 fall general election.

As is known, Reagan 
in 1980 easily won the Re-
publican nomination for 
president and went on to 
win a decisive victory over 

Carter in the fall of that 
year.

Today, it is Romney 
who four years ago lost 
his Republican bid to run 
for president against Ba-
rack Obama. He lost his 
bid to Sen. John McCain. 
Like Reagan, can he have 
a successful comeback four 
years later, win the nomi-
nation and go on to win the 
presidency?

The Iowa caucus and 
New Hampshire primary 
will have a large impact on 
who emerges as the Repub-
lican nominee for president 
in 2012.

This presidential cam-
paign within the Republi-
can Party has been going 
on for almost a year up to 
this point. We will have an-
other year of campaigning 
leading up to the November 
2012 election.

It was Carter who prob-

ably started these two-year 
presidential campaigns by 
continually campaigning 
for the presidency in 1975 
and 1976, after serving one 
term as governor of Geor-
gia.

Both Romney and Gin-
grich have had presidential 
ambitions for a long time 
as they continue their bat-
tle to the 2012 primaries. 
Two-year campaigns for 
the presidency seem to be 
becoming the accepted pat-
tern.

As has been indicated 
by an increasing number 
of political observers, 2012 
promises to be one of the 
most eventful and impor-
tant presidential elections 
in American history.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
AN. 5-11, 2012 

  SE

13

A 
few weeks ago, I at-
tended an event at 
the Gurdwara Sant 
Sagar, a Sikh house 

of worship in Bellerose. 
The event was organized by 
the Creedmoor Civic Asso-
ciation for community resi-
dents to learn more about 
the gurdwara and the Sikh 
community.

Michael O’Keeffe, 
president of the Creedmoor 
Civic Association, and 
Frank Toner, president of 
the Rocky Hill Civic As-
sociation, were on hand 
with others to meet their 
Sikh neighbors and discuss 

community issues. Many 
non-South Asian New York-
ers often confuse religions 
from that region of the 
world, mistakenly think-
ing that those who wear 
turbans as a singular reli-
gion.

There are distinct dif-
ferences in the religious 
practices of Muslims and 
Sikhs. Sikhism is the 
world’s fifth-largest orga-
nized religion, dating back 
to the 15th century. It was 
founded on principles of re-
ligious liberty and equality 
for all. The sword and tur-
ban symbolize such virtues 
as honor and courage and 
were intended to identify 
Sikh men ready to protect 
the religious freedoms of 
those who faced persecu-
tion.

Those principles of 
religious liberty and equal-
ity were enshrined in our 

own Constitution centuries 
later.

During the question-
and-answer session, the 
subject of the Indian Cul-
tural and Community Cen-
ter plan to construct two 
nine-story towers at the 
Creedmoor site arose. It is 
clear that many members 
of the South Asian com-
munity in eastern Queens 
oppose this high-rise, high-
density project for the same 
reasons neighboring civic 
associations do.

The size and scope 
of the proposed buildings 
are out of character with 
the surrounding neigh-
borhoods and poised to 
jeopardize the low-density 
residential community 
that would sit in its shadow. 
Support among all civics is 
widespread for an Indian 
cultural center as well as 
the need for senior hous-

ing.
But the civics right-

fully insist that any new 
construction project re-
spect the characteristics of 
the surrounding neighbor-
hoods and that the same 
standards applied else-
where are not compromised 
here. The preservation of 
single-family housing is 
shared among all families 
and transcends cultural 
boundaries.

Unfortunately, the 
ICCC has written letters to 
the local press and made 
statements that cleverly 
but transparently attempt 
to draw the civics into a 
racial/ethnic battle where 
none exists. The attempt to 
use this issue as a wedge, 
dividing communities by 
portraying the civics at 
odds with the South Asian 
community, has no merit 
and is fabrication.

Serious community 
issues such as residential 
housing and commercial 
construction and their 
impact on local neighbor-
hoods must not be manipu-
lated in an effort to pit one 
segment of the community 
against another. The nine-
story Twin Towers project 
should be judged solely on 
its merits.

As it is currently con-
ceived, it fails at its basic 

core. The size and scope 
remain out of sync with 
the surrounding residen-
tial community. The plan, 
which years ago started off 
as a one-story community 
center, has morphed into a 
two, nine-story, high-rise 
residential development 
that violates current zon-
ing regulations.

Civics are ready and 
willing to work with any 
group to devise a plan that 
fulfills both the objectives 
of senior housing and the 
need for an Indian cultural 
center, but respect for local 
zoning and the objections 
of neighborhood residents 
must not be ignored.

Bob Friedrich is presi-
dent of the Glen Oaks Vil-
lage Co-op and a Queens 
civic leader.

Cultural differences should not trump residents’ concerns
Bob 

Friedrich
n

On Point

Support among 
all civics is 

widespread for 
an Indian cultural 

center as well 
as the need for 
senior housing.
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MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

UNIVERSAL 

C.N.A. Stateboard Testing Onsite

Employment Opportunities In Nursing
Homes Hospitals & Medical Offices

COME JOIN US TODAY FOR 
CAREER TRAINING IN:

Nurse Assistant/Aide (CNA)
Patient Care Technician

   (Ekg+Phlebotomy)
Medical Laboratory Technician
Medical Assistant
Physical Therapy Aide

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPT. ESTABLISHED SINCE 1993 

DAY, EVENING & WEEKEND CLASSES, EZ PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE

718-739-6768
718-739-3258
718-739-9145

 
 

 

60 landlords have been add-
ed to the list since its incep-
tion in 2010, including many 
from western Queens.

“There is more work to 
be done, so we’re building 
on this progress by launch-
ing new features today that 
will increase pressure on 
landlords who refuse to 
address violations, supply 
even more helpful informa-
tion to apartment hunters 
and continue to provide 
residents an outlet to report 
landlords who fail to follow 
the law,” the public advo-
cate said in a statement.

The database includes 
trend indicators that track 
whether a landlord is mak-
ing the repairs to fix the 
violations that put them on 
the list in the first place, 
such as peeling paint, 
cracks in the walls or lack 
of heat in the building. It 
also features an additional 
list that shows which land-
lords qualify for removal.

In order to be put on 
the list, a building must 
have two hazardous hous-

ing code violations per 
unit.

Last year there were 
five buildings listed on the 
database, including two 
owned by the Allen Afford-
able Housing Development 
Fund Corp, which is part of 
Allen AME’s network. 

The landlords for Al-
len Affordable buildings, 
at 107-04 150th St. and 89-06 
138th St., are not only still 
on the list but are also the 
top two building manag-
ers in the borough with 
the most violations, with 
a combined total of 344 in-
fractions, according to the 
database. 

This year there are 14 
buildings on the list, with 
many of the new additions 
in western Queens.

Fredrick Jones, a 
tenant at the 150th Street 
building, said he and his 
neighbors have been liv-
ing in horrible conditions 
for years and, despite calls 
to Allen AME and elected 
officials, nothing has been 
done.

“I still have no hot wa-
ter, there are still no super-
intendent service and the 
hallways don’t have lights,” 

he said.
Allen AME and the 

landlords listed for the two 
apartment buildings, Syn-
dey Moshette and Harold 
Flake , could not be reached 
for comment by press time 
Tuesday. Jones said he and 
his neighbors are planning 
legal action against the 
landlords and said he has 
been in constant contact 
with the public advocate’s 
office about his building’s 
problems.

Six out of the eight 
Queens buildings that have 
been added to the list are in 
Glendale and Ridgewood . 
The addresses included 
18-21 Cornelia St., 555 
Fairview Ave., 195-25 Wood-
hull Ave., 17-25 Harman St., 
18-85 Woodbine St. and 54-
33 Metropolitan Ave.

One of the new addi-
tions also included a three-
unit building, at 211-34 45th 
Road in Auburndale, and 
another building at 106-19 
177th St. was also on the 
list.

Log on to landlord-
watchlist.com to look at the 
full list and also make com-
plaints.

he and the religious lead-
ers’ show of solidarity send 
a powerful message to the 
community.

“Whether it is sense-
less violence or a hate 
crime will be determined 
down the road, but in either 
case we will not tolerate it,” 
he said.

Several of the reli-
gious leaders said they 
were appalled when they 
learned about the attacks 
and showed their support 
for the mosque, which is 
the largest Shiite Islamic 
center in the state. 

“These acts inspire 
us to do more to come to-
gether,” said Rabbi Joseph 
Potasnik, executive vice 
president of the New York 
Board of Rabbis.

A candlelight vigil was 
held outside the mosque 
Monday night and dozens 
of worshipers came out to 
express calls for peace.

“We are all Ameri-
cans. We are all family. If 
one gets hurt, we all get 
hurt,” said Imam Maan Al-

Sahlani, the head of the Al-
Khoei center.

The attacks that 
caused severe damage 
to four buildings started 
around 8 p.m. and lasted 
for more than two hours, 
police said. The suspect, de-
scribed as a black man be-
tween 25 and 30 years old, 
5 feet 8 inches tall and 200 
pounds, allegedly threw a 
Molotov cocktail at a deli 
at 179th Street and Hillside 
Avenue, according to the 
NYPD. 

Last week, the owner 
of the deli kicked out a cus-
tomer who was trying to 
steal milk and a Frappucci-
no from the store, according 
to the police commissioner. 
Investigators strongly be-
lieve the ejected customer 
is the firebombing suspect, 
according to Kelly.

The man  then threw 
another Molotov cocktail at 
a private residence at 146th 
Street and 107th Avenue be-
fore heading to the mosque, 
where 80 people were wor-
shiping, and throwing two 
more firebombs at its front 
entrance, police said. The 
same person hit another 
private residence at 170th 

Street and 88th Avenue 
with a Molotov cocktail 
later in the night, but inves-
tigators were able to obtain 
surveillance videos from 
the house, according to the 
NYPD.

The last location had 
a Hindu worship temple 
in its backyard, but it is 
unknown if the man  knew 
about the small place of 
worship before throwing 
the explosive device, ac-
cording to a police source.

“When I went into the 
back, I was amazed at how 
large it was,” a source said 
of the Hindu place of wor-
ship.

The same man  also hit 
a fifth residence in Elmont, 
L.I., with a Molotov cock-
tail later in the night, the 
commissioner said.

Kelly said the man was 
wearing a black jacket and 
baseball cap and was seen 
driving away from the loca-
tions in a light-colored se-
dan with Virginia plates. 

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1 Continued from Page 1

Landlords Firebombs
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In the subculture of 
belly dancing, there are 
few stronger images than 
the flowing, glittery cos-
tumes, but many of these 
outfits can cost more than 

$600 and are made in Egypt 
and Turkey. Astoria dancer 

Angela Lambru’s first costume 
cost $800 and she was typi-
cally paid $30 for each dance 
performance.

“So I was basically an 
indentured servant for a 
long, long time,” she said.

Lambru, who gives 
her age as somewhere over 
50, now has a business that 
may make buying a cos-
tume a little easier for the 
next generation of danc-
ers. Working for the last six 
years out of her apartment 
on 30th Street, where she 
lives with five cats, Lambru 
has created and sold belly 
dance costumes as well as 
accessories. She also alters 

expensive costumes brought 
from the Middle East.

“Everything is origi-
nal,” Lambru said of her 
costume-making. “Ev-
erything is my own de-
sign.”

Lambru, who 
is half Greek and 
half Costa Rican, 
was born in Central 

America and moved to 
the United States when 
she was 3. It was in New 

York where she became 

interested in belly dancing after an 
ex-boyfriend saw her exercising and 
suggested she try it. Finding the idea 
“magical and mystical,” Lambru en-
rolled at Serena Studios in Manhat-
tan, where she threw herself into it.

“Just the name itself, belly 
dance. What is that?” Lambru asked. 
“It sounded to me like something 
mysterious.”

Lambru calls belly dance the 
“dance of isolation.” The dance has 
a large focus on the hips, but is also 
about having the ability to move one 
part of the body while keeping the 
rest of the body composed, as well as 
layering those movements.

“So it gives that very sinuous, 
snaky look,” she said.

Under the name Noora-Aphro-
dite, Lambru performed at Egyptian 
weddings and bar mitzvahs and also 
traveled the world throughout the 
1980s and ’90s. She said her dark 
hair and dark eyes gave her a popu-
lar look for belly dancing.

“I did cruises,” she said. “I trav-
eled to Paris to London to West Af-
rica, Japan, all over.”

Lambru said she enjoyed the cul-
ture of belly dance. She said she got 
to know people through performing 
regularly in restaurants. She also 
enjoyed the music, which in classical 
belly dance style is usually charac-
terized by Middle Eastern instru-
ments such as the kanoun, which is 
a flat harp played sideways, or the 
doumbek, which is a goblet-shaped 
drum.

“The music is so mesmerizing 
and exciting and different and it 
just swallows you up,” she said. “It 
just takes you in into a whole new 

GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENTNT AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANNNNNNNNDDNNNDNNNDDNNNDNNNDDDNDNNNNNNNNNNNNND D DDDDDDDD  DDDDDDDDDININIIIINININNNNNNININNINNN NNNNNNNNNNNNGGINNNNNNNN NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNIIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNEEEEEENNNNTNNNN AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANNNNNNNDNDDNDDDDDNNNNNNNDDNNNDDNNNNNNNNDDNNNNDDNDDNDDDDNNDDNNNDNNNNNNDDDNDND DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDIIIIIIIII GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD GGAAA GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD D DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD DD DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENNNNNNTNTNNNNNNNNNNNNN  AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGA DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

Continued on Page 18

Angela Lambru, who makes 
belly dance costumes in 
her Astoria apartment, 
shows off a belly dance bra 
and belt she has created. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 5

-11
, 2

01
2 

SE

16

CONCERTS

Bill Popp and the Tapes —  Of 
early ’60s rock infl uence. 
Performs rock fused with 
groovy dance hooks and poetic 
punk sounds.
When: Jan. 7, 10 pm–2 am
Where: End Zone, 14th Avenue 
and 149th Street, Whitestone
Website: www.billpopp.com

KIDS & FAMILY

Wild Ocean —  Science themed 
3-D show about the ocean 
and ecosystem. The movie is 
approximately 30 minutes long 
and is suitable for children 6 
years and older.
When: Through Dec. 31, Fridays, 
3:30 pm, Saturdays and 
Sundays, 1:30 and 3:30 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., between 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: www.nyscience.org 

 

 EVENTS
 

2011 Annual Building Awards
When: Jan. 12  
Where: Queens Theatre in the 
Park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park 
Contact:  info@
queenschamber.org (718) 
898-8500  

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
—  Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: Gleason’s Pub, 33-08 
Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com   
Website: http://www.
bigbencomedy.com/blog/
archives/astoria_comedy_all_
stars/

Greek Night at Cavo —  Cavo 
announces Greek night every 
Wednesday. There will be a 
live musical performance by 
Aphrodite Daniel and Panos 

Chrysovergis, plus guest 
singers, along with Greek 
specials on the menu. Dinner 
reservations are recommended.
When: Wednesdays, 8:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Cavo, 42-18 31 Ave., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 721-1001

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of 
Art and MetLife Foundation 
invite families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 
dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700 

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Surviving Life: Collages 
by Jan Svankmajer — The 
installation consists of 50 
collages made during the 
production of the fi lm Surviving 
Life (2010), revealing the gentle 
surrealism and whimsical 

humor behind Svankmajer’s 
artistry.
When: Through Feb. 26
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

From Earth to Table — By 
Susan Manzolillo Sendek. 
Pottery demo.
When: Jan. 6, 8 pm
Where: National Art League, 
44-21 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: 718-428-1859
Website: www.
nationalartleague.org

Holiday Exhibition and Sale 
—  Paintings by members of 
the National Art League are 
on display and are suitable for 
Holiday giving. Admission is 
free. The public is invited.
When: Mondays through 
Thursays and Saturdays, 1–4 pm 
through Jan. 7
Where: National Art League, 
44-21 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: (718) 428-1859
Website: nationalartleague.org

In Perpetuum|forever —  A 
multi-exhibition structured 
around the idea that artists 
continually infl uence each 

other, which is central to the 
evolution of art.
When: Through Jan. 13
Where: Queens College Arts 
Center, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Contact: 718-997-3770
Website: qc.cuny.edu/Art_
Library/artcenter.html

Opening Reception for 
Winter Exhibitions: Scene, 
Hold, Ballast — Featuring new 
commissions by David Maljkovic 
and Lucy Skaer, and In Practice: 
You never look at me from the 
place from which I see you 
also featuring new works by 
A.K. Burns, Yve Laris Cohen, 
Michael DeLucia, Aleksandra 
DomanoviÐ, Takashi Horisaki, 
Sean Raspet, and Christine 
Rebet, with Keith Connolly, 
Ethan Ham, and Tom Thayer.
When: Jan. 15
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: 718-956-1819
Website: www.
socratesscultpurepark.org

Detroit Disassembled: 
Photographs by Andrew Moore 
—  Exhibition organized by Akron 
Art Museum.
When: Through Jan. 15
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 

Flushing Meadows-Corona Park 
Website: queensmuseum.org 

Ceramic Materials And 
Material Culture —  A co-
presentation with the Queens 
College Year of Turkey: 
Exploring Past, Present, Future. 
Curated by Queens College 
Professor Sin-ying Ho, the 
exhibition displays the art of 
contemporary ceramic artists 
inspired by Turkish culture and 
history. Ceramics is not only a 
material for sculpture, pottery, 
and architecture but also is a 
cultural material. 
When: Through Jan. 19
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:   (718) 463-7700 X222  

EAF11 2011 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition —   
Featuring 20 new artworks by 
our current resident artists. 
When: Through March 4
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City 
Contact:  info@
socratessculpturepark.org   

Open Space - Washington 
Project for the Arts Par 
Program —  This program is a 
partnership with Washington 

Answers in Sports

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on Page 18
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FREE Munchies (value over $24)
with your Playoff Season Favorites catering order
for 12 or more.

Four dozen hors d’oeuvres FREE, for munching… Choose
from frankfurters in jackets, mini potato, spinach or kasha

knishes. Offer good now through Sunday, February 5, 2012.
    Parties Welcome  •   TV  Available

“Twenty Bucks Says You Can’t
Beat Our Playoff Spread!”
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DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

PLAYOFF SEASON FAVORITES
TWO SALAD SELECTIONS, PICKLE BOWL & CONDIMENTS

INCLUDED WITH ALL ITEMS BELOW.

Giant Hero .................................................. $11.99 pp
The Cold Cut Classic ................................. $11.99 pp
Over-Stuffed Sandwiches ......................... $12.99 pp
Grilled Chicken Breast Hero .................... $12.99 pp
Assorted Wraps Platter ............................. $11.99 pp
ADD: Hot or BBQ Wings ........................... $7.99 lb

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Across
  1. Milky white gem 
  5. Freeway exit 
  9. Frame part 
13. NBC’s peacock, e.g. 
14. Errand runner 
15. Bright thought 
16. Gambler’s option 
19. Cow, for one 
20. Data
21. Gap
22. Camp beds 
23. Opinion
24. Illegal firings 
27. Newborn 
28. Mrs. in Madrid 
31. Lasso loop 
32. Delhi wrap 
33. Smelting waste 
34. Crossing this is a no-no 
37. Minuscule
38. Memo
39. Pageant winner 
40. CBS symbol 
41. Inflatable things 
42. Tank top 
43. Parade spoiler 
44. Meadow sounds 
45. Natural
48. Berle to friends 
49. World Series mo. 
52. London transport 
55. Actual being 
56. Borders
57. Greek letter 
58. Adjusts, as a clock 
59. Take in 
60. Miller, for one 

Down
  1. Auto pioneer 
  2. Milne’s bear 
  3. Chills and fever 
  4. Court ploy 
  5. Mouth tops 
  6. 60’s hairdo 
  7. Chess pieces 

  8. Not allow 
  9. Islamic holy war 
10. Mine entrance 
11. Computer list 
12. Captures
14. Rest room sign 
17. Model train maker 
18. Fork part 
22. He played Dr Huxtable 
       on TV 
23. One of the Osmonds 
24. Actress MacDowell 
25. Like soil around trees 
26. Lush
27. Money of Thailand 
28. More cunning 
29. Hindu queen 
30. Bond, for one 
32. Pass out 
33. Speaks indistinctly 
35. Casey Jones, for one 
36. Consider the same 
41. ___ of Sandwich 
42. Squeals
43. Court wear 

44. Arm muscle 
45. Bad day for Caesar 
46. Bridge site 
47. Narc’s arrest 
48. Start of something big? 
49. Double-reed woodwind 
50. Baby-faced
51. Ivan the Terrible, e.g. 
53. H.S.T.’s successor 
54. Poke fun at 

The safest way to double
your money is to fold it over
and put it in your pocket.

• • •  Kin Hubbard

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TSAR  WARS

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
By Ed Canty

TimesLedger Newspapers
Jan. 5-11, 2012

Double  Time

Jackson Heights 3am — Peer 
into the world of a lovesick 
livery cab driving working the 
midnight shift, complete with 
sex workers, drag queens, 
ER doctors, gamblers and 
insomniacs. From the creators 
of 167 Tongues and You Are Now 
the Owner of This Suitcase.
When: Jan. 27–Feb. 5, Friday 
7:30 pm, Saturday 8 pm; Sunday 
3 pm

Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 

workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Sterling Glen of Great 
Neck, 96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great 
Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman - robin@lovecoach.
com (516) 732-0911

www.tasteofcochin.com

We serve North Indian & South Indian Cuisine

We also offer Take-Out and Catering Services for Corporate and Private Parties!
Newly Renovated Party Hall available (104 persons capacity)

Authentic tastes from the Land of Spices
OPERATIONAL HOURS
Mon - Thur: 11:30AM - 9:30PM
Fri - Sat: 11:30AM - 10:00PM
Sunday: 11:30AM - 9:30PM

DAILY LUNCH BUFFET
Mon - Fri: 11:30AM - 3:30PM
Sat - Sun: 11:30AM - 3:30PM

Taste of Cochin is all about representing 
Traditional Indian Cuisine with a fresh, 
vibrant twist. Exotic spices are blended 
with fresh  ingredients then slow cooked, 
infusing our food wh unique Indian flavors. 

Unlike traditional Indian resataurants, 
Tastes of Cochin prepares your order 

FRESH for you! Submerge your senses 
in the world of Indian Fusion and enjoy 

the ultimate fine dining experience.

10% OFF
TAKE OUT ONLY

Exp. 3/25/12 
Not to be combined 

with any other coupons.

Exp. 3/25/12 
Not to be combined 

with any other coupons.
Exp. 3/25/12 

Not to be combined 
with any other coupons.

15% OFF
EAT-IN

$1. OFF
LUNCH BUFFET
Mon to Fri

11:30 – 3 PM

Authentic tastes from the Land of Spices
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Project for the Arts that offers 
an artist from Washington, DC, 
a residency at Socrates and 
an opportunity to learn about 
the practical and conceptual 
issues related to the creation of 
public art. 
When: Through March 4
Cost: Free    
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Boulevard, 
Long Island City
Contact:   (718) 956-1819  

Website: 
socratessculpturepark.org

EDUCATION

Teen Academy — To give 
middle and high school 
students an academic edge and 
help prepare them for college, 
LaGuardia Community College’s 
Teen Academy is offering a 
full range of Saturday classes. 
Offered are courses in reading, 
writing and math; Regents and 

SAT test prep; Latin 101 for 
Teens; 10 Hours to a Winning 
College Application Essay 
and free college admissions 
workshops; and classes in 

electronic keyboards, acoustic 
guitar and art. Teen Academy 
also offers affordable private 
tutoring.
When: Jan. 7
Where: LaGuardia Community 
College, 30-20 Thomson Ave., 
Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5985
Website: www.laguardia.edu

FILM

Persona Performa Panorama 
— A 50-foot long video 
panorama featuring 24 actors 
playing 24 “personas” fused 
together in action and image, 
inspired by Ingmar Bergman’s 
fi lm “Persona.”
When: Through April 1
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Almayer’s Folly (La Folie 
Almayer) — France. Dir. Chantal 
Akerman. 2011, 127 mins. New 
York premiere. Stanislas 
Merhar, Marc Barbé, Aurora 
Marion, Zac Andrianasolo. 

world.”
But Lambru said wear-

ing the costumes, which 
she compared to a little girl 
dressing up, was also one 
of the big appeals of belly 
dance.

“It’s got to look pretty 
and the most important 
thing is the bling,” Lambru 
said.

While she still dances 
today, much of what she 
does in the belly dance 
community is creating cos-
tumes. Lambru said she 
prides herself on making 
costumes with comfortable 
fits and for being able to ret-
rofit items into belly dance 
costumes and accessories. 
She said she once made a 
costume out of an old prom 
dress.

“I always try to make 
something out of nothing,” 
she said.

Lambru, who also 
teaches, said she holds 

private and semi-private 
classes in her home as well 
as workshops at rental stu-
dios. While belly dancing 
continues to evolve, Lam-
bru said she teaches in the 
classical style in which she 
was taught. She usually 
has 15 students at any giv-
en time. Lambru said that 
like any type of dancing, 
belly dancing takes years 
of training to become an 
expert.

“If you consider your-
self a real artist, you’re 
always learning,” Lambru 
said.

She also produces 
shows for her students, 
where she sometimes per-
forms. Lambru said she 
also will often dance at her 
friends’ shows.

“I’m one of the sea-
soned dancers, so I get 
asked often to perform,” 
Lambru said.

Lambru’s costumes 
can be found for sale at de-
cotach.com. The average 
price for a costume is $600, 
with some less ornate cos-
tumes going for as low as 
$250.

Continued from Page 15

Continued from Page 16

Angela Lambru shows the many types of material she uses to 
create belly dance costumes in her Astoria apartment. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Chantal Akerman’s masterful 
and mesmerizing Almayer’s 
Folly freely adapts Joseph 
Conrad’s fi rst novel. A European 
trader’s dreams of striking it 
rich in Malaysia have faded, 
and all he has is his ruptured 
relationship with his half-
Malay daughter; Akerman 
reimagines the story, including 
the daughter’s and mother’s 
viewpoints.
When: Jan. 6, 7 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

The Muppet Show: Rita 
Moreno/Carol Burnett 

— Episodes 40 and 41. Two 
legendary performers headline 
award-winning episodes. Oscar-, 
Tony-, and Grammy winner 
Rita Moreno won an Emmy for 
her Muppet Show appearance, 
which aired as the series 
premiere. Carol Burnett fi nds 
herself in the middle of a dance 
marathon in an episode that 
won the Emmy for Outstanding 
Writing in a Variety, Music or 
Comedy Program. (Part of the 
series Henson Screenings and 
Programs).
When: Jan. 7, 1 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us
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248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

45-52 Bell Blvd • Bayside
718-428-9727 (WRAP)

Full menu at 
www.mmmthatsawrap.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING  FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

For Reservations Call 
(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

i h T ik � Fl l P k NY

230 Jericho Turnpike, 
Floral Park, NY 11001 
T: 516-354-8185 
F: 516-354-8190

 www.BobsNY.com

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606
Open 7 days noon-11pm

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

STEAK & SEAFOOD GRILL

13-46  127th Street, College Point | 917.563.5352

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537

Asian Fusion & Sushi Bar
38-05 Bell Blvd., Bayside | 718-631-1188
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ROBINWOOD HOLIDAY PARTY AT TRATTORIA NEO

JEFFERSON DEMOCRATIC CLUB HOLIDAY PARTY AT THE CLUBHOUSE AT THE CLEARVIEW GOLF CLUB

STEVENSON DEMOCRATIC CLUB AT DOUGLASTON MANOR

2

2

2

1

1

1

3

3

4

4

Dan Halloran, John Lizzo, Ed Braunstein 
and Gerry De Paola

Neil Wrynn and John Duane, members of 
the Old Guard

Steve Sadovsky, Barry Grodenchick, Michael Simanowitz, Claire Shulman, Toby Stavisky, 
David Weprin (back); Nettie Mayersohn, Stanley Weinblatt

Robby, Gary and Susan Bonelli with 
Gerry De Paola

The ladies of the Jefferson Democratic 
Club

Toby Stavisky, honoree Nettie Mayersohn, Michael Simanowitz, Stanley Weinblatt and 
honoree Steve Sadofsky

The officers of the Robinwood Property 
Owners Association 

The men of the Jefferson Democratic 
Club

Joe Suzzordi and Audrey Della

Mimi Burnham and Cheryl 
Cummings, the newlyweds

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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time lows were due in part 
to the DOT’s undertaking 
safety initiatives and the 
NYPD’s aggressive en-
forcement of speeding and 
drunken driving.

“The reduction in traf-
fic deaths as a result of our 
safety engineering means 
nearly 300 New Yorkers are 
alive today who would not 
have been if we had simply 
sustained the fatality rate 
of five years ago,” Sadik-
Khan said. “And even as we 
applaud this accomplish-
ment, the men and women 
of NYC DOT are working 
throughout the five bor-

oughs to make our streets 
even safer.”

DOT installed pedes-
trian countdowns at about 
1,100 intersections across 
the city, including some 
along Queens Boulevard, 
called the “Boulevard of 
Death” for the large num-
ber of pedestrians who 
have been struck and killed 
on the major thoroughfare.

NYPD traffic enforce-
ment also contributed to 
the fewer traffic fatalities 
this year, Kelly said.

“NYPD traffic enforce-
ment is aimed at saving 
lives, and that’s reflected 
in the million summonses 
we issue for moving viola-
tions annually,” the com-
missioner said. “About a 
third of the summonses 

are related to seat belt en-
forcement and distracted 
driving, both life and death 
concerns. It’s also reflected 
in arrests for DWI. We’ve 
made 8,500 drunk driving 
arrests through Dec. 18, 
and seized 900 vehicles in 
the process.”

DOT also said it would 
continue its safety cam-
paigns into 2012, including 
the “That’s Why it’s 30” 
campaign about the im-
pact of speeding and the 
“Don’t be a Jerk” campaign 
tailored to the city’s bicy-
clists.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

liman said.
Northeast Queens 

 average sales prices de-
creased 2.8 percent from 
$459,393 in the third quar-
ter of 2010 to $446,589 in 
the third quarter of 2011, 
the report said. Median 
sales prices went down 1.5 
percent from $420,000 in 
the third quarter of 2010 to 
$413,500 during the same 
period last year.

In western Queens, 
the average sales price also 
went down from $414,842 in 
the third quarter of 2010 to 
$405,209 during the same 
period last year, a drop of 
2.3 percent, Douglas El-
liman said. The area’s 
median sales price saw a 
slight decrease during the 

12-month period as it went 
from $405,000 to $402,800, 
according to the report.

Average sales prices in 
southern Queens declined 
from $327,096 in the third 
quarter of 2010 to $321,831 
in the third quarter of 2011, 
a 1.6 percent drop. Median 
sales prices in the neigh-
borhood also declined 2.2 
percent from $322,000 in 
the third quarter of 2010 to 
$315,000 last year, Douglas 
Elliman said.

The area leads the 
state in the number of fore-
closures and experts have 
said that many of those 
homes have remained 
abandoned. The number of 
sales in southern Queens 
declined from 951 in 2010 to 
698 last year, according to 
the report.

Central and northwest 
Queens were the only ar-

eas that saw an increase in 
both median and average 
sales prices during the time 
period, the report said.

Average sales prices in 
central Queens increased 
1.9 percent from $373,252 in 
the third quarter of 2010 to 
$380,400 during the same 
period in 2011 while me-
dian sales prices went from 
$315,000 in 2010 to $330,000 
in 2011, an increase of 4.8 
percent, according to Doug-
las Elliman.

In northwest Queens , 
average sales prices went 
from $515,408 in the third 
quarter of 2010 to $524,152 
in the third quarter of 2011, 
a 1.7 percent increase, the 
report said. Median sales 
prices in the area also in-
creased 0.7 percent from 
$489,000 in 2010 to $492,214 
in 2011, according to the re-
port.

between 2003 and 2008 that 
netted Boyland $35,000 a 
year. 

Boyland was acquitted 
of corruption charges Nov. 
10 but charged again, this 
time with bribery, Nov. 27 

by Manhattan federal pros-
ecutors.

In exchange for the 
payments, Boyland in 2008 
allegedly asked Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver (D-
Manhattan) to give millions 
of dollars to Brookdale, ac-
cording to Bharara.

In addition to a maxi-
mum prison sentence of 70 
years, Rosen also faces a 
$250,000 fine.

Aquino is charged 
with contacting Kruger to 
get the senator to lobby on 
Parkway’s behalf for the 
Caritas hospitals.

The former Parkway 
head is also accused of giv-
ing $60,000 to Salomon Kal-
ish, a Brooklyn health care 
consultant, with half of 
those funds being funneled 
to Kruger, Bharara said.

well.
State Sen. Joseph Add-

abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said he intends to work on 
changing the law when the 
Legislature begins its new 

session this month.
“Rather than see the 

money keep going to Con-
necticut, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania and Indian casinos 
upstate, in this stagnant 
economy I believe we must 
start the process, includ-
ing public input, for the 
expansion of VLT racinos 
into full casino gaming to 

increase our revenues and 
to boost education initia-
tives,” he said. “The smart 
bets are that voters would 
want to amend the [state] 
constitution and ‘let the 
games begin’ — making it 
a win-win situation for the 
economy of our state and 
for our people.”

DOT

Rosen

Homes

Quinn

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 5

like break-dancing or the at-
tention of girls in the neigh-
borhood.

“They think they are so 
macho,” Kyte said, shaking 
her head.

Frank’s life in Queens 
began at MS 8 in Jamaica. He 
then attended Franklin K. 
Lane High School for a time, 
but eventually transferred 
to Queens High School of 
Teaching, Liberal Arts and 
Sciences in Glen Oaks.

He worked a series of 

jobs after graduating, and 
at the time of his death was 
picking up and dropping off 
laundry from nursing homes 
all over the state.

“He was just a fun, nice 
guy,” his mother said.

Though no Amare Stou-
demire, Frank loved basket-
ball and was a die-hard New 
York Knicks fan, often mak-
ing outrageous bets with his 
family that rarely ended in 
his favor, Kyte remembered 
with a smile.

But he played cricket 
well and was a pitcher for his 
team, which garnered him a 
trophy.

He recently moved in 

with his girlfriend and their 
daughter, but Frank never 
even heard her speak her 
first words, according to 
Kyte.

“He couldn’t wait for her 
to walk and talk,” she said. 
“And now he doesn’t have the 
chance to do that.”

Frank was buried in 
Maple Grove Cemetery days 
after the murder.

Kyte, in a final moth-
erly act, dressed her son at 
the funeral home before the 
ceremony. Cutting some of 
his clothes and fitting them 
on his body, she could not get 
over the tiny hole in his side.

It might have even been 
overlooked by someone else, 
but was the cause of death.

“It was so sad. He was 
just lying there,” she said. 
“That was the hardest thing 
I have ever had to do in my 40 
years.”

Questions still remain 
about the December night. 
Her son was shot about a mile 
from Jamaica Hospital, a 
3-mile trip. But when the am-
bulance arrived he was taken 

instead to New York Hospital 
Queens, about 6 miles away.

Kyte has also been hear-
ing rumors that Thomas, 
who is wanted in connection 
with the killings but has not 
been formally charged with 
a crime, has fled to Miami or 
all the way back to Guyana.

“I just hope and pray 
they get this guy,” she said. “I 
don’t know what would pos-
sess a human being to do this 
to another human being.”

Frank left behind an old-
er brother and two younger 
sisters, which made Christ-
mas — one less person at 
the dinner table, unused Mo-
nopoly pieces — that much 
harder for the family.

“It’s not the same any-
more,” Kyte said, adding that 
Frank’s 10-year-old sister had 
nearly shut down in the wake 
of her brother’s death. “She’s 
not the same anymore.”

Reach reporter Joe Anuta 
by e-mail at januta@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4566.

Frank
Continued from Page 5

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 5

al and old world values, as well as sari shops and 
masala dosa spots.

“Growing up in the South as an immigrant in 
Louisiana, Jackson Heights seemed very interest-
ing to me, with its vibrant community and restau-
rants,” she said. “I was intrigued that while I would 
leave there, there were people who lived there the 
whole time.”

Wishnia’s story, “Viernes Loco,” is about a for-
mer cop investigating tainted antibiotics being sold 
in Corona’s Ecuadorian pharmacies.

Writing in the first-person present tense, he 
said, lends the story a sense of immediacy, but it 
forfeits the author’s ability to give the reader infor-
mation the protagonist does not have.

“You know when Vera Miles says, ‘Oh, I can 
handle a sick old woman,’ and we yell, ‘No! No!’” 
he explained, demonstrating how Alfred Hitchcock 
used the audience’s knowledge to create tension in 
“Psycho.” 

The protagonist of Hamill’s story rents an 
apartment on the 16th floor of a Bayside   condo with 
views of Little Neck Bay.

“I belong to a pool club and I used to look up 
and imagine what goes on in that building,” he said. 
“But I didn’t ride the elevator to the 16th floor.”

The Gucci-wearing, yacht-owning Sheridan 
is a frequent patron of Uncle Jack’s Steakhouse on 
Bell Boulevard.

‘Queens Noir’
Continued from Page 7

Get your Queens news on Facebook:  

facebook.com/timesledger
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Sports

BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

The New York City Lu-
theran League’s basketball 
program has been around 
for more than 50 years and 
features schools that span 
across four out of the city’s 
five boroughs. The Lu-
theran Schools Association 
product has seven schools 
that participate in an ultra-
competitive schedule that 
features sixth- through 
eighth-graders.

Nicholas Singh is in 
his first year as commis-
sioner of the basketball 
league and has been a 
Queens kid his whole life. 
He was baptized at Redeem-
er Lutheran Church of 
Bayside, attended Bayside 
High School and received 
his master’s degree from 
Queens College.

He has now gone full 
circle, teaching as well 
as coaching basketball at 
the Lutheran School of 
Flushing-Bayside, which 
is owned by the church he 
has went to since he was a 
child.

“I lived in Bayside my 
whole life. The church has 
been there for 95 years. I’m 
not there for the money,” 
said Singh.

Singh played basket-
ball at Bayside High School 

and has a deep love for 
sports. For him, coaching 
and running the NYCLL 
is just the beginning. His 
dream job would be to re-
turn to his alma mater as a 
basketball coach.

For now he is just get-
ting ready for the upcom-
ing season that begins Jan. 
5. His preparations not 
only include getting a team 
ready to play, but putting 
together an entire league.

The work can some-
times be tedious. Rosters 
have to be set, players have 
to be checked to see if they 
are eligible, referees have 
to be assigned to games, but 
despite all the work, it is 
the kids who benefit at the 
end of the day.

Singh usually gets 
around 20 kids from the 
junior high level that are 
interested in playing for 
his team, of which he will 
take six and field a team of 
reserve layers. He leaves 
no doubt about it: Winning 
is important to him. After 
capturing the 2009 New 
York City championship, 
he is looking for the most 
talented players.

“If you want to have 
fun, go play in your back-
yard or go play in the street 
because it is a very compet-

Dozo falls to Philly squad
Bayside school shown little love by brotherly city in tourney upset

Lutheran league 
gearing up for 2012

The Flushing-Bayside Lutheran School team seeks only the 
best players to live up to its championship 2009 team. 

Photo courtesy Nicholas Singh

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

PHILADELPHIA — 
Savon Goodman said he 
took what the defense gave 
him: multiple powerful 
dunks that brought the ca-
pacity crowd to its feet.

In a matchup of na-
tionally ranked forwards, 
the 6-foot-6 senior stole the 
show in the opener of the 
fifth annual Villa Holiday 
Classic at Ben Franklin 
High School in Philadel-
phia Sunday.

He poured in 46 points 
and grabbed 15 rebounds, 
leading Constitution to an 
80-72 victory over Cardozo 
and Jermaine Lawrence — 
starting off the day well for 
the City of Brotherly Love 
in the NYC vs. Philly show-
case after it was swept last 
year.

“I wasn’t in it last year, 
but I got the memo,” said 
Goodman, whose 46 points 
were the most ever given 
up by a Cardozo team un-
der Ron Naclerio, the coach 
said.

Lawrence started 
fast, scoring eight first-
quarter points, but Good-
man closed even faster. He 
scored 17 of Constitution’s 
final 18 points, many of 
them around the hoop. He 
finished the first half with 
a flourish as well, sinking 
a three-pointer, coming up 
with a steal and throwing 
down a reverse dunk as the 
Generals led 37-28 at half-
time.

“This is my city,” said 
Goodman, who has drawn 
interest from a myriad of 
high-major Division I pro-
grams like USC, Kentucky, 
St. John’s, Kansas and 

Memphis since reopening 
his recruitment. “I was try-
ing to show out for my home 
crowd.”

Daiquan Walker added 
15 points for Constitution 
(3-5) while Omar Williams 
led Cardozo with 15 points. 
Lawrence and Kendall 
Brown had 12 apiece and 
Tajay Henry had 10.

Cardozo never went 
away, despite multiple 
double-digit deficits. The 
Judges got within 60-59 on a 
Kendall Brown three-point-
er with 5:49 left. But Good-
man made a free throw to 

start a 14-4 run in which 
he scored 13 points. As part 
of the barrage, he beat the 
Cardozo press for a layup, 
threw down an alley-oop 
and made five free throws.

“He’s tall, athletic, he’s 
big — it’s hard to guard a 
player like that,” Lawrence 
said. “We didn’t communi-
cate well enough. He was 
getting a lot of easy cuts, a 
lot of alleys.”

Lawrence, highly re-
cruited like Goodman, 
faulted himself for settling 
for too many jump shots af-
ter his quick start. Cardozo 

also struggled to get him 
the ball in good position as 
Constitution began throw-
ing extra defenders at him.

“All I could do was 
pass,” he said.

It was a disappoint-
ing result for Cardozo (6-
2), which had won three in 
a row and was looking to 
start 2012 with a marquee 
victory in front of a packed 
house. There were good 
signs, particularly in the 
backcourt where Williams 
and Brown played well.

“Every time we went 

Cardozo’s Kendall Brown (l-r.), Jermaine Lawrence and Omar Williams watch as a foul shot is taken. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 23

Continued on Page 23
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22 CK football renews 
2012 coaching staff

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Looking to turn 
around its floundering foot-
ball program, which won 
just a single game this fall, 
Christ the King is going 
pro — with its next coach-
ing staff.

The Queens school 
tabbed math teacher Tyree 
Allison, a Queens product 
and former Hofstra star 
who briefly played in the 
NFL with the New Orleans 
Saints, last week as its next 
coach replacing Chris Hig-
gins. Former CK star Willie 
Poole, who enjoyed stints 
with the Miami Dolphins 
and Kansas City Chiefs, 
will serve as the team’s 
wide receivers and defen-
sive backs coach. Adding to 
the star-studded staff will 
be defensive coordinator 
Neil O’Donnell, the Queens 
Falcons president.

“We’re trying to con-
centrate on making it an 
elite program,” athletic di-
rector Joe Arbitello said. 
“There’s talent in the build-
ing and with the experience 
of NFL guys [as coaches], 
we think we can be com-
peting at the highest level 
within two or three years.”

Allison, 35, doesn’t 
plan on rebuilding. His mot-
to is to “patch up the holes,” 
not start from scratch. His 
goal is play the city’s best 
eventually.

“I wouldn’t take this 
position if I didn’t think 
anything but that,” he said. 
“My hope is to take us to 
the next level. We got to 
start by winning, and the 
second you start winning, 
everybody will come to see 
you.”

The first step, Allison 
said, is changing the atti-
tude around the program 
and establishing account-
ability. The team will work 
out three days per week in 
the offseason. Absences or 
lateness won’t be accepted.

He wants his players to 
be mentally tough, passion-
ate and the hardest workers 
in the league — qualities he 
sees in his coaching staff.

“You have two NFL 

guys on the staff; a lot of 
players will look up to us,” 
he said. “Most of these play-
ers I have as students and 
they see how I operate. If I 
can motivate in the class-
room, I can motivate them 
on the football field.”

Though this is Alli-
son’s first head-coaching 
job, he has plenty of experi-
ence. After his playing days 
were over, the Beach Chan-
nel graduate spent time as 
an assistant coach at C.W. 
Post and Stony Brook on 
the collegiate level and at 
Long Island high schools 
West Hempstead and West 
Islip.

“I’m ecstatic,” he said. 
“Being a teacher at the 
school and getting a chance 
to coach these students, I’m 
really, really pumped up 
about the whole situation.”

In addition to the new 
staff’s on-field and coach-
ing experience is an endless 
rolodex of contacts. Allison, 
who is good friends with 
former Hofstra teammate 
and Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers Coach Raheem Mor-
ris, helped former stand-
out Terrel Hunt land a full 
scholarship to Syracuse 
and he is also overseeing 
the recruitment of standout 
tight end Kalief Joyner.

Despite poor on-field 
performances, Christ the 
King has produced a num-
ber of Division I athletes 
in recent years. Plus, the 
freshmen team is coming 
off a 6-2 campaign, one of 
its best years ever. Allison 
plans for the varsity to soon 
match that kind of success.

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

BINGHAMTON, NY — 
Omar Calhoun’s reputation 
is built on the offensive end, 
as an elite scorer and potent 
three-point scorer. It’s why 
defending national basket-
ball champion Connecticut 
successfully recruited the 
Brooklyn native, who is 
just the second Christ the 
King player to reach 1,000 
points as a junior (Khalid 
Reeves is the other).

Though they fell short 
in the tournament cham-
pionship matchup against 
Pennsylvania’s Chester 
High School team, Christ 
the King was in the STOP-
DWI Holiday Classic cham-
pionship game in part 
because of Calhoun’s lock-
down defense in last week’s 
76-65 semifinal victory over 
Wings Academy.

The 6-foot-4 senior-
hounded Wings star Justin 
Jenkins from the opening 
tip to the final horn. While 
Jenkins scored a team-high 
25 points, Calhoun did a 
fine job on him in the fourth 
quarter, when the Royals (4-
1) pulled away by outscored 
Wings (10-1) 30-19.

“The fourth quarter is 
definitely crunch time. De-
fense is what wins games,” 
he said.

In the final quarter, he 
forced Jenkins into tough 
shots, denied him the ball, 
drew a five-second viola-
tion and blocked a three-
point attempt.

“Those are little things 
that get you on the floor in 
college and take you a long 
way,” Calhoun said.

After Christ the King’s 
lone loss of the year, to two-
time PSAL Class AA cham-
pion Boys & Girls, Calhoun 
spoke with Coach Joe Arbi-
tello about guarding the op-
position’s top threat. Kan-
garoos star Leroy “Truck” 
Fludd scored 23 points in 
the game and afterward 
talked about being the best 
player in the city.

“I wanted to make sure 
I’m guarding that guy,” Cal-
houn said. “If anyone’s try-

ing to make a name against 
us, I want to make sure I get 
him.”

He was still a force 
on the offensive end, scor-
ing a game-high 28 points 
on 9-of-15 shooting. Junior 
Isaiah Lewis followed with 
21 points and Jon Severe 
scored 19 after a slow start. 
The three Division I pros-
pects took turns making 
plays in the fourth quarter.

“That’s the beauty of 
this team and what I prob-
ably haven’t had in three 
years,” Arbitello said. “I’ve 
got three guys who can le-
gitimately score the ball.”

With all that said, 
Wings led 26-19 late in the 
first half and the two teams 
were even at 50 entering 
the fourth quarter. But CK 
went on a 9-1 run to create 
breathing room. In that 

time, Calhoun managed 
to keep the ball out of Jen-
kins’ hands and his team-
mates misfired.

“We challenged Omar 
from earlier today,” Arbi-
tello said. “Everybody’s 
saying this kid is a Division 
I player and I think he’s 
great — I don’t know how 
he doesn’t have any offers 
— but I said to him, ‘You’re 
going to UConn.’ I thought 
Omar did a tremendous job 
wearing him down, making 
his life miserable. His 25 
came a little in transition, 
a little when Omar was on 
the bench.”

Calhoun sank argu-
ably the game’s biggest 
shot, a deep, high-arcing 
three-pointer with 2:02 left 
to extend the Royals’ lead 
to 68-59. After a quiet start, 
Severe exploded for 14 

second-half points and had 
the highlight of the game. 
He out-leaped Brown on a 
home run pass and man-
aged to spin home a finger 
roll as he was falling away 
from the hoop.

“All three of us are 
mentally tough,” Lewis 
said. “If I miss my first four 
shots, I can make my next 
five. That’s also what sepa-
rates us.”

Lewis has performed 
exceptionally well for 
the Royals through both 
games. Displaying point 
guard skills, he had five as-
sists and just one turnover 
in the opening-round vic-
tory over St. Rita (Ill.) and 
made 10-of-14 shots against 
Wings, many of them on 
medium range jumpers.

“You can’t be any more 

Christ the King’s Omar Calhoun guards Wings Academy’s Justin Jenkins in the Royals’ 76-65 win in the 
STOP-DWI Holiday Classic semifinals. Photo by Jeff Miller

Calhoun leads shutdown
Christ the King star exercises defensive talent at Holiday Classic

You have two 
NFL guys on the 

staff, a lot of 
players will look 

up to us.
Tyree Allison

New CK football coach

Continued on Page 23
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itive league,” said Singh.
He admits that parents 

can get out of hand when 
the blood starts to get pump-
ing on the court. Singh has 
had even to call the police 
to quell some of the more 
nasty spectators.

Noisy parents seem 
to be the least of his prob-
lems at the moment. Like 

all other businesses, Lu-
theran schools have been 
hurt by the economy from 
drawbacks in enrollment. 
Twenty schools used to par-
ticipate in the basketball 
league and now there are 
fewer than 10.

Each school privately 
funds its own team and 
Singh admits that sports 
programs are the first to 
go, that is if there are even 
enough students to partici-
pate in the first place. He 
has a few ideas to improve 

the scope of competition.
“This year we started 

to reach out to Catholic 
schools. We want to open 
the league to become more 
than just Lutheran,” said 
Singh.

Besides an increased 
number of schools for the 
league, the commissioner 
has one specific goal for the 
upcoming season: for every 
game to be close with no 
blowouts.

Continued from Page 21

Lutheran

on a run they did something 
big or we killed ourselves,” 
Naclerio said. “Unfortu-

nately, we got kids who are 
hot and cold. We need them 
to be more hot than cold.”

It doesn’t get easier for 
the Judges, who will take 
on defending New York 
State Federation Class AA 
champion Mount Vernon 

and CHSAA Class AA con-
tender St. Raymond in non-
league showcase tourna-
ments.

“If this is overwhelm-
ing,” Naclerio said, “maybe 
I have to cancel some of the 
games I have coming up.”

Continued from Page 21

Dozo

efficient than that,” Arbi-
tello said. “He showed his 

whole arsenal the last two 
days.”

So did Calhoun, from 
averaging just below 30 
points in the Royals’ two 
wins to shining on the 
defensive end. Because 

of that performance, and 
with helps from Calhoun’s 
backcourt mates, Christ 
the King is 40 minutes from 
its second STOP-DWI Holi-
day Classic crown in three 
years.

Continued from Page 22

Calhoun

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Get your Queens news on Facebook:
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THE NEW

89-11 Merrick Boulevard
Jamaica, NY

718-990-0767 
Train: F to 169th Street

Bus: Numerous buses go  
to the 165th Street Bus Terminal. 

Hours: M/W/Th-10-9; T 1-9; Fri 10-6; Sat 10-5:30; Sun 12-5
 

Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not  
affiliated with any other library system.

This material is based upon work supported by 
the National Science Foundation  

under Grant No. ESI-0515597.

This material is based upon work supported by 
the National Science Foundation  

under Grant No. ESI-0515597. 11
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N E W S P A P E R S 

The TimesLedger Newspapers 

has launched a website about 

murders in SE Queens. 

The site includes audio slide-

shows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

For more information visit 

us online. 

HAVE YOU SEEN 

OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedarkwww.timesledger.com/shots-in-the-dark
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

Wide Variety of
Slipcovers & Reupholstery Fabrics

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS 
THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Wood Blinds by Hunter Douglas
 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Shutters by Hunter Douglas
 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Privacy Sheers
 
 

Luminette® with Power Glide

 Literise®
 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Decor® with Literise®
 Brillance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Custom Draperies
 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

 Verticals by Hunter Douglas
 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Shadings by Hunter Douglas
 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Honeycomb Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertaglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Horizontal Blinds by
   Hunter Douglas
 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Window Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

A Hunter Douglas Centurion 
Dealer

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Custom Radiator 
Covers

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient 17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393
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