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Crime falls in Astoria, 
inches up in LIC in ‘11

Pages 23-30

Detained dad reunited with family
Astoria immigrant father released by feds after nine months in detention facility

BY REBECCA HENELY

After her father was released 
Dec. 22 from a nine-month deten-
tion by U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, 8-year-old 
Sanjana Hussain said she had the 
best New Year’s ever.

“I feel happy because my 
dad’s back and now it’s a happy 
family,” Sanjana said.

Taimur Hussain, a 53-year-
old Bangladeshi national who 
now lives in Astoria with his fam-
ily, was arrested in March and 
held for months despite not hav-
ing a prior criminal record.

Through the help of Jack-
son Heights activist Mohammad 
Rashid and numerous elected offi-
cials, including U.S. Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), U.S. Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney (D-Astoria) 
and City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), Hussain 
was granted a six-month deferral 
of deportation and is working to 
get a work permit.

“He’s very grateful to these 
people,” Rashid said.

Taimur Hussain and his 
wife, 43-year-old Sabiha Mahmud 
Hussain, told their story through 
Molly Anjum, who translated for 
them. Hussain grew up in Bangla-
desh, but he fled the country due 
to political reasons with his wife 
and their daughter Rezwana, who 
is now 19.

Continued on Page 14

Corona hosts 
Three Kings 
celebration

BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
Hundreds of people came out 

Saturday in Corona to mark one 
of the most celebrated holidays in 
the Latino community.

City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) held 
her third annual Three Kings 
Day Celebration at the Florence 
E. Smith Community Center, at 
102-19 34th Ave., and many revel-
ers took in the traditions of the 
Christian feast.

Community members 
Continued on Page 14

EVERGREEN FAREWELL

Anna Evenhouse holds onto her children Cairo (l.), 3 1/2, and AIda, 2 1/2, as they watch Manny Valentin feed their 
Christmas tree into a chipper at Astoria Park during the annual Mulchfest. See more photos on Page 18. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Crime in the 114th 
Precinct dropped last year, 
with the murder rate going 
down more than 44 percent 
from 2010, but incidents 
of crime rose slightly in 
its southern neighbor, the 
108th Precinct, according 
to Police Department sta-
tistics.

The 114th Precinct in-
cludes Astoria, Dutch Kills 
and the Astoria, Raven-
swood and Queensbridge 
public housing develop-
ments. In 2011, the 114th 
Precinct reported 2,007 
incidents of crime, a slight 
decrease from 2010, when 
the precinct reported 2,030 
incidents of crime, authori-
ties said.

The most significant 
drop in crime was in the 
homicide rate. Five mur-
ders were recorded in the 
precinct, which represents 
a comedown from the spike 
of nine killings in 2010, au-
thorities said.

Of the five murders 
that took place in the 114th 
Precinct in 2011, three oc-
curred in Queensbridge. 
Rochdale resident Clarence 
Williamson, 39, was killed 
in January; Queensbridge 
resident Tara Webb, 27, was 
killed in March; and Wood-
side Houses resident Mark 
Torres, 19, was killed in 
July, police said.

Webb’s sister Melanie 
was convicted of her mur-
der and sentenced to 25 
years in prison in Decem-
ber, while police have made 
no arrests in Williamson 

and Torres’ slayings.
The other two homi-

cides were Guimmia Villia, 
32, who was shot inside a 
pharmacy at 34th Avenue 
near 24th Street in Febru-
ary, and Valeria Lowery, 
32, who was shot in her 
home near 23rd Avenue and 
Ditmars Boulevard in De-
cember. The suspect in Vil-
lia’s killing, Alex Figueroa, 
shot and killed himself, 
while Lowery’s stepfather, 
Guerino Annarumma, was 
arrested shortly after she 
was shot, authorities said.

Incidents of crime went 
up slightly in the 108th Pre-
cinct, which encompasses 
the southern section of 
Long Island City, Hunt-
ers Point, Sunnyside and 
Woodside. Police reported 
1,255 incidents of crime in 
2010 and 1,266 incidents of 
crime in 2011. The murder 

rate between 2010 and 2011 
remained exactly the same, 
with two murders each oc-
curring in both years.

Police only released in-
formation on one of the two 
2011 murders in the 108th 
precinct. Wayne Graves, 
62, was found dead in his 
apartment in Woodside’s 
Berkley Co-Op Towers Sec-
tion II in October, authori-
ties said. Police have made 
no arrests.

The 114th Precinct re-
ported increases in three 
different types of crime. 
The precinct reported 26 
rapes in 2011 compared to 
16 in 2010, 345 felony as-
saults in 2011 compared to 
283 in 2010, and 647 grand 
larcenies in 2011 compared 
to 646 in 2010. Three other 
types of crime saw decreas-
es. There were 331 robber-
ies last year compared to 

333 in 2010, 465 burglaries 
in 2011 compared to 483 in 
2010 and 188 grand auto lar-
cenies in 2011 compared to 
260 in 2010.

The 108th Precinct 
saw crime go down in many 
areas. There were 11 rapes 
in 2011 compared to 17 in 
2010, 155 robberies in 2011 
compared to 195 in 2010, 120 
felony assaults in 2011 com-
pared to 131 in 2010 and 181 
grand auto larcenies in 2011 
compared to 198 in 2010. 
There was a rise in bur-
glaries, with 291 occurring 
in 2011 compared to 256 in 
2010, and grand larcenies, 
with 506 occurring in 2011 
compared to 456 in 2010.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Community Board 2 
Chairman Joseph Conley 
announced at the board’s 
monthly meeting last 
Thursday that it will be 
hosting a rally this Thurs-
day at 10 a.m. against strip 
club Gypsy Rose getting a 
liquor license.

“We need to stand up 
as a community and fight 
this thing,” Conley said.

The adult establish-
ment, at 42-50 21st St. in 
Long Island City, has long 
been fighting to sell liquor 
at its establishment. Its case 
was recently heard before 
the state Liquor Authority, 
which then delayed mak-
ing a decision. The agency 
will hold another hearing 
Jan. 18.

Objections to the li-
cense have come from the 
club’s previous association 
with Gus Drakopoulos, who 
threatened to lower the age 
of the performers from 21 to 
18 and have them perform 
fully nude instead of top-
less when CB 2 originally 
refused its license. The 
board has also said it wants 
to discourage gentlemen’s 
clubs in its community.

“We have spent years 
trying to build up Long 
Island City, trying to get 
Long Island City on the 
map,” Conley said.

CB 2 also received visi-
tors at its monthly meeting. 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said the area now has 24 
new trash baskets and ad-
ditional street pickups. He 
pointed out that PS 11 in 
Woodside, originally slated 
for an expansion which was 
not included on the city De-
partment of Education’s 
five-year plan, could be get-
ting a reprieve soon.

Van Bramer an-
nounced plans to expand 
the holiday lights to 
Roosevelt Avenue and Ver-
non Boulevard this Christ-
mas as well.

“It’s going to be a great 
2012,” Van Bramer said.

City Comptroller John 
Liu also visited. During his 
talk, he answered board 
members’ questions and 
touted some of his accom-
plishments during his time 
as comptroller, such as his 
discovery that the $63 mil-
lion CityTime project had 
ballooned to $700 million 

The murder of Tara Webb by her sister Melanie Webb (inset) was one of three murders 
to occur in Queensbridge Houses this year and five to occur within the 114th Precinct. 

Inset courtesy Queens DA

Crime down in 114th in 2011
Astoria precinct touts drop in homicides, while 108th sees two murders

CB 2 ready to protest 
against LIC strip club

City Comptroller John Liu (r.) speaks at a Community Board 2 
meeting last week. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Continued on Page 14
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Noisette 
Catering & Cakes For All Occasion

P A S T R I E S

Boro electeds form ‘Unity Team’ to foster communication
Western Queens offi cials meet monthly and share constituent issues, ideas for legislation

BY REBECCA HENELY

It is common in Queens for 
elected officials to hold events 
together, but when the repre-
sentatives of Jackson Heights, 
Elmhurst, Corona and East 
Elmhurst held their holiday par-
ty this year, they listed their in-
volvement under the name “Unity 
Team.”

“We realized that we’re 
younger, we’re a new group of peo-
ple — at least in new offices — and 
we feel that government officers 
should work together for the ben-
efit of the community,” state As-
semblyman Michael DenDekker 
(D-Jackson Heights) said.

The Unity Team is an infor-
mal partnership formed between 
the state and city officials for the 
four neighborhoods around early 
2010.

It includes state. Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst); As-
semblymen DenDekker, Jeffrion 
Aubry (D-Corona) and Fran-
cisco Moya (D-Jackson Heights); 

and City Council members Ju-
lissa Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
and Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 

Heights), as well as the area’s dis-
trict leaders and state committee 
members.

The members meet every 
month and constantly e-mail each 
other about constituent issues 
and legislation they are working 
on.

“I think that’s where the 
community actually wins, when 
the community is working to-
gether,” Moya said.

The team was formed to fix 
what the members call the divi-
sive political landscape in the 
neighborhoods left when Hiram 
Monserrate was senator. Peralta 
said that when he ran for senator, 
he met with the district leaders of 
the three Assembly districts and 
found that Monserrate did not 
communicate with them.

Dromm also said Monser-
rate’s administration was marked 
by a lack of transparency and the 
senator would often promise to 
support an issue, such as same-
sex marriage, then change his 
mind.

“It was tumultuous,” he said. 
“And you never knew what you 
were going to get and what to ex-

pect.”
Aubry, who was elected to the 

Assembly in 1992, said he worked 
with former Assemblyman Ivan 
LaFayette, former Councilwoman 
Helen Sears and Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall when she 
was a councilwoman, but it was 
not done with this level of coordi-
nation.

“We try to approach issues in 
a united fashion, issues of qual-
ity of life as well as legislative is-
sues,” Aubry said.

While the team may repre-
sent the officials’ common goals, 
it also reflects the community’s 
differences.

Peralta and Ferreras are 
Dominican Americans, Moya is 
Ecuadorian American, Aubry is 
black, Dromm is openly gay and 
DenDekker is of Dutch origin.

“Having elected officials that 
look like parts of different parts of 
the community in the community 
is important and sometimes hard 
to achieve,” Dromm said.

State Assemblymen Jeffrion Aubry (clockwise from l.) and Michael DenDekker, 
City Council members Daniel Dromm and Julissa Ferreras, Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya and state Sen. Jose Peralta work as a “Unity Team” to tackle is-
sues in the community.
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Bayside once again 
has the lowest death rate in 
New York City with Queens 
Village and Flushing close 
behind in a report pro-
claiming that the city keeps 
getting healthier.

The city Department 
of Health credits much of 
the boost in health to a va-
riety of factors, led by more 
wholesome diets and a de-
cline in smoking.

The improvement has 
resulted in a lifespan for 
New Yorkers of 80.6 years, 
longer than that of the av-
erage American, the report 
said.

It was the second con-
secutive year for Bayside 
with the lowest death rate. 
The figures are for 2010, the 
most recent available.

“For nearly 150 years, 
the New York City Depart-
ment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene has met a myriad 
of public challenges, from 

epidemics of yellow fever 
and cholera in the 1800s, 
AIDS and tuberculosis in 
the 1900s and today’s epi-
demic of chronic diseases, 
including smoking, obe-
sity, diabetes and heart 
diseases,” said Dr. Thomas 
Farley, the health commis-
sioner.

“Over the last year, it is 
clear that New Yorkers are 
becoming healthier. The 
smoking rate is the lowest 
it has been since 2002,” Far-
ley said. “Fewer New York-
ers are consuming sugar-
sweetened beverages while 
increasing their intake of 
fruits and vegetables, and 
the air quality continues to 
improve.”

Farley offered high-
lights from the 2010 report:

• the city death rate hit 
an all-time low of 6.4 per 
1,000 of the population in 
2010

• nearly 8,000 fewer 
people died in 2010 than in 
2000

• the infant mortality 
rate keeps declining and it 
fell to an all-time low of 4.9 
deaths per 1,000 births last 
year

The report also said 
heart disease, cancer and 
influenza/pneumonia still 

rank as the three leading 
causes of death, although 
all have declined in the last 
decade.

Rounding out the re-
maining leading causes of 
death were chronic lower 
respiratory diseases, diabe-

tes mellitus, cerebrovascu-
lar diseases, hypertensive 
renal disease, accidents 
except poisoning by psy-
choactive substances, Hu-
man Immunodeficiency 
Virus disease and use of 
poisoning by psychoactive 

substance.
HIV is among the 10 

leading causes of death, al-
though it is declining faster 
than other causes of death 
and is down by 11.3 percent 
since 2009.

Homicide is the lead-
ing cause of death among 
New Yorkers aged 15-24 and 
25-34 , among both men and 
women aged 15-24 and for 
men only among those 25-
34.

Teenage births city-
wide declined nearly 33 
percent in the past nine 
years.

In Queens, Forest Hills 
and Rego Park reported the 
third-lowest infant mortal-
ity rate after Manhattan’s 
Greenwich Village/SoHo 
and Upper East Side.

Queens Village/Bay-
side had the lowest death 
rates for heart disease after 
Greenwich Village/SoHo, 
Battery Park/Tribeca and 
the Upper East Side. The 

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

The final numbers 
are not in yet, but traffic 
deaths in Queens last year 
are expected to be at an all-
time low, city Department 
of Transportation Queens 
Commissioner Maura Mc-
Carthy told the Borough 
Board Monday.

McCarthy said there 
were 67 traffic deaths in 
Queens last year, “which is 
quite an accomplishment.

“The numbers are still 
being reconcilable, but we 
believe it will be an all-time 
low,” McCarthy said.

She attributed the low 
number of traffic deaths to 
DOT actions such as speed 
humps and signs as well as 
enforcement by the NYPD.

DOT marketing cam-
paigns, including the 
“That’s Why It’s 30” cam-
paign, were contributors, 
McCarthy said.

The advertising blitz 
informs motorists that 
a person hit at 30 miles 
an hour has a 75 percent 
chance of surviving while 
someone struck at 35 miles 
an hour has a 50-50 chance 
of living.

McCarthy also told the 
board that the DOT is seek-
ing legislation to install 
speed cameras along speed-
ing corridors.

The cameras work like 
red light cameras, which 
McCarthy said help reduce 
car accidents.

“We have found that 
speeding is a big contribu-

tor to deaths in our city,” 
McCarthy said.

DOT is proposing that 
motorists who are caught 
speeding between 1 mph 
and 5 mph over the speed 
limit should be fined $50.

Violators who speed 
between 10 mph and 20 mph 
would face a $75 ticket and 
anyone going 30 mph over 
the speed limit would be 
fined $150.

McCarthy said work 
to install countdown sig-
nals, like the ones on major 
thoroughfares, should be 
completed by May or early 
June. She said signals 
along Hillside Avenue and 
Northern Boulevard will 
be the last locations to get 
the signals.

DOT says traffi c fatalities in boro 
headed for an all-time low in ‘11

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Gov. Andrew Cuomo said he wants the 
Aqueduct racino in South Ozone Park to be 
the site of the nation’s largest convention 
center during his State of the State address 
last week.

Cuomo said convention centers are 
“economic generators” and the Javits Cen-
ter in Manhattan is not big enough to at-
tract the best shows and conventions.

“Let’s build the largest convention 
center in the nation, period,” Cuomo said.

He called the Javits Center “not com-
petitive.”

The governor said $4 billion would be 
needed from the private sector to build a 
convention center at the Aqueduct racino.

“It will be all about jobs, jobs, jobs — 
tens of thousands of jobs,” Cuomo said.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) said he was supportive of the gov-
ernor’s proposal, but wants the community 
to have a say in what is built.

“I am an advocate for community in-
put on this project and feel most people 
would want to see plans or drawings for the 
proposal,” the senator said in a statement. 
“Given our current economic situation, I 
would certainly work toward creating the 
thousands of jobs and revenue to the city 

Jax Hts has lowest cancer death rate: Report
Health Dept. bestows honor on neighborhood, among those with smallest number of low-weight births

The city Department of Health credits improvements in health partly to a decline in smoking. 
AP Photo/Gerry Broome

Cuomo unveils his vision
for new convention center

Gov. Andrew Cuomo (r.) waves as he is intro-
duced by Lt. Gov.Roberty Duffy before his State 
of the State speech at the Empire State Plaza 
Convention Center in Albany. AP Photo/Mike Groll

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40 Continued on Page 40
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5Sacred Heart girl is a star
Jordyn Midi, 9, excels in academics as she performs at Radio City

BY IVAN PEREIRA

What started out as an 
unexpected call from an 
acting school has turned 
into a budding career that 
has spanned TV and stage 
for one Queens elementary 
school student.

On Jan. 9, Jordyn Midi 
returned to the fourth-
grade at Sacred Heart 
School in Cambria Heights 
after spending the last three 
months performing as Kay-
la in the Radio City Christ-
mas Spectacular show. The 
9-year-old Long Island resi-
dent has been acting since 
she was 4, but this was her 
first time performing on 
stage, so she was thrilled to 
share her experiences with 
her friends.

“It was really fun be-
cause I never got do some-
thing that big before,” she 
said.

Jordyn always had 
a natural talent for act-
ing, according to her fam-
ily. The girl would sing or 
dance when around com-
pany, much to the delight 
of her friends and relatives, 
according to her mother, 
Toni Marie Midi.

“Everyone called her 
‘Hollywood,’” she said.

Jordyn did not have to 
go to California to show off 
her talent. Five years ago, 
the family received a ran-
dom phone call from the 
John Robert Powers Act-
ing School on Long Island. 
Her mother said she did not 
know who referred her to 

the school, but she and her 
husband Phil accepted its 
offer for an audition and ev-
ery weekend Jordyn would 
attend acting classes.

Eventually she hired 
her own agent and manager 
and was off auditioning for 
various acting roles, pri-
marily ones in local com-
mercials.

“They would write me 
scripts and I would audi-
tion in front of everyone,” 
Jordyn said of her tryouts.

The girl performed in 
several commercials for 
various products and ser-
vices, including Downey 
fabric softener, Chuck E. 
Cheese’s restaurants and 

Jordyn Midi (c.) has received tremendous support from her family during her years of acting in com-
mercials and on stage. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOE ANUTA

Ten suspected mem-
bers of the MS-13 gang were 
charged last week with 
violent crimes involving 
baseball bats and machet-
es, but the indictment read 
in Brooklyn federal court 
also provided a picture of 
rivalries played out on the 
streets of Flushing.

The 10 men are part 
of the international crime 
syndicate known as La 
Mara Salvatrucha, or MS-
13, according to U.S. Attor-
ney Loretta Lynch. Eight of 
the men were nabbed early 
last Thursday and two were 
already incarcerated, ac-
cording to the court.

“Members of MS-13 

have established their 
presence in the New York 
area not by seeking to join 
society as productive mem-
bers, but through murder, 
racketeering and brutal 
acts of violence,” Lynch 
said. “Aimed primarily at 
rival gang members, their 
violence will nevertheless 
extend to anyone in their 
way.”

The gang is respon-
sible for numerous shoot-
ings, stabbings, machete at-
tacks and violent beatings 
over the past several years, 
according to Lynch.

The Flushing chapter 
of the El Salvador-based 
gang is known as Guanacos 
Little Cycos Salvatruchas 
and was run by an 18-year-

old named Christian 
“Casper” Merino, the U.S. 
attorney said.

Merino and other MS-

13 members carried out at-
tacks against other gangs 
who operate in the neigh-
borhood, including the 
Bloods, the Surenos, the 
Original Flushing Crew 
and the 18th Street Gang, 
Lynch said.

In one instance days 
after a Sept. 24 attempted 
murder, Merino was re-
corded on the phone de-
scribing the incident, which 
involved a fight between 
Merino’s crew and another 
group.

“We went back to get 
them afterwards,” Merino 
said, according to court 
documents. “Oh, man, we 
got them good loco ... if he’s 
not in the hospital, he’s 

Two members of the MS-13 gang 
were convicted last spring of 
gunning down Maruice Parker 
outside a Flushing convenience 
store in 2007.

A rendering of Patrick Thompson’s proposed mixed-use develop-
ment at the RKO Keith’s Theatre. Image courtesy Studio V

Feds approve RKO 
plan as safe for jets

BY JOE ANUTA

The federal govern-
ment has decided that the 
proposed renovation of the 
RKO Keith’s Theatre in 
downtown Flushing would 
not pose a hazard to planes 
landing and taking off from 
LaGuardia Airport.

The Federal Aviation 
Administration declared 
the proposed development 
safe in December, and with-
out any further appeals 
that declaration will be-
come final at the end of the 
month.

Developer Patrick 
Thompson was cleared 
by the city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals over 
the summer to build a 162-
foot, mixed-use building on 
Main Street while incor-
porating the beloved and 
landmarked RKO Keith’s 
Theatre lobby into the de-
sign.

But on Sept. 23, the 
FAA issued Thompson’s 
lawyer, Howard Goldman, 
a letter saying the struc-
ture might interfere with 
the airport’s safe operation 
and that an investigation 
was needed.

That investigation 
has been concluded by the 
FAA’s Obstruction Evalua-
tion Group.

On Dec. 13, the group 
sent a letter to Goldman 
clearing the proposed de-
velopment of posing any 
hazard.

“This aeronautical 

study revealed that the 
structure would nave no 
substantial adverse effect 
on the safe and efficient 
utilization of the navigable 
airspace by aircraft or on 
the operation of air navi-
gation facilities,” Sheri 
Edgett-Baron, manager of 
the group, said in the let-
ter.

The green light means 
that Thompson will begin 
construction as soon as pos-
sible, according to spokes-
man Michael Nussbaum.

“We are very confident 
that we will get the final 
statements from the FAA,” 
he said.

Once the declaration 
is made final, Thompson 
hopes to begin the construc-
tion process as soon as pos-
sible, Nussbaum said.

The delay in construc-
tion came after the FAA 
had previously expressed 
concern that the building 
would be tall enough to 
present a physical obstruc-
tion to planes landing and 
taking off. The agency also 
was worried that the power 
required to run the build-
ing could create an electro-
magnetic interference with 
an aircraft’s navigation 
system.

The Dec. 13 letter vin-
dicated the plans for the de-
velopment, but not before a 
lengthy and thorough letter 
of objection to the structure 
was sent by a man named 
Christian Kellberg, who 

Alleged Flushing gang head indicted
Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40
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Attention Time Warner Cable customers: MSG and MSG+ have been dropped from the Time Warner 
Cable TV line-up. Time Warner Cable subscribers can no longer watch MSG Networks’ exclusive 
coverage of the Knicks, Rangers, Devils and Islanders, including 48 games in January alone. Get 
back your teams. Drop Time Warner Cable and switch to a new television provider now.

877-210-2416   |   KEEPMYMSG.COM

MSG NETWORKS HAVE AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER PROVIDERS.
CALL 877-210-2416 OR GO TO KEEPMYMSG.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
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www.maspethfederal.com
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Maspeth, NY 11378
(718) 335-1300 �
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Maspeth, NY 11378
(718) 651-7888 �

185-18 Horace Harding Expy.
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

(718)353-6145

64-19 Woodhaven Blvd. 
Rego Park, NY 11374 

(718) 459-3400 �

101-09 Metropolitan Ave.
Forest Hills, NY 11375

(718) 520-1500 �

801 Jericho Turnpike
New Hyde Park, NY 11040

(516) 437-5000 �

66-60 Fresh Pond Road
Ridgewood, NY 11385

(718) 497-4800

We Treat You Like Family

� Free Parking Available                                                                                                                     24 Hr. ATMs on-site

Brought To You By

From Young Savers Club to Individual Retirement Accounts, we give
you the best choices with convenient hours so we can be the one

Institution for all your Financial Needs.

Brought To You By

CONVENIENCE &
CHOICES

CONVENIENCE &
CHOICES
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122-16 15th Ave. College Point NY 11356
(718) 321-0980 F: (718) 321-0981

www.rctperformance.com

Mention this 
ad to receive a 

$20.00
Discount on your
wheel alignment!!!

POLICE 

Blotter
CORONA — A 35-year-old Corona man 

was arraigned in Queens Criminal Court 
Tuesday on more than 3,000 counts of pos-
sessing and promoting child pornography, 
the Queens district attorney’s office said.

Elvis Infante, of Granger Street and 
Westside Avenue, was charged with having 
more than 1,000 pictures and 500 videos of 
child pornography on his computer, the DA 
said.

“These videos depict real children who 
are emotionally and physically scarred for 
the rest of their lives,” District Attorney 
Richard Brown said in a statement. “These 
cruel acts cannot and will not be tolerated 
in a civilized society.”

Authorities got wind of Infante’s al-
leged crimes after New York Internet 
Crimes Against Children sent a tip to the 

NYPD Aug. 19 that someone using the user-
name “3SFORI7SZWOW7” had uploaded 12 
child pornography images to the website 
ning.com, the DA said.

The website had intercepted the im-
ages and reported them to the group, the 
DA said. An e-mail address associated 
with the username was traced to Infante, 
the DA said.

The NYPD searched Infante’s com-
puter Nov. 24 and found 80 images of child 
pornography, the DA said. Later investi-
gations revealed more than 1,000 pictures 
and more than 5,000 videos, the DA said.

Queens Supreme Court Justice Rich-
ard Buchter ordered Infante be held on a 
$100,000 cash bail or $250,000 bond and or-
dered him to return to court April 16, the 
DA said.

CORONA — An off-duty city Sani-
tation Department worker was arrested 
early Saturday morning for driving while 
intoxicated, police said.

Investigators did not release too many 

details about Tito Castro Jr.’s DWI charge, 
but said the 33-year-old was operating his 
vehicles while strongly intoxicated around 
1 a.m.

ELMHURST — Police were asking for 
the public’s help in their search for a miss-
ing senior citizen.

Khadijie Mellahie, 73, of 37th Avenue 
and 90th Street, was last seen leaving her 
residence last Thursday around 3 p.m.

The woman who only speaks Arabic, 
was seen wearing a black coat with brown 
fur on the collar, a black dress with flow-
ers, black boots and a burgundy and beige 
hat.

Boro man charged with child porn possession: DA

Sanitation worker taken in for drunk driving: Cops

Elderly boro woman, 73, missing from her home

KHADIJIE MELLAHIE

REGO PARK — Two brothers were 
arrested on New Year’s Day for allegedly 
beating and stabbing a man following an 
early morning argument, the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office said.

Michael Vizanino, 22, and his older 
brother, John, 24, both of 63rd Road and 
98th Place, were arraigned on several 
criminal counts Jan. 4, including assault 
and criminal possession of a weapon, ac-
cording to the DA’s office.

Around 3 a.m. Jan. 1, the siblings were 
outside their home and arguing with two 
females, the criminal complaint said. They 
then attacked another man who was with 
the women and stabbed him, according to 
the complaint.

Parts of the incident were captured by 
a nearby surveillance camera, according 
to the complaint. The victim was rushed to 
a nearby hospital, where he was treated for 
a punctured lung, the complaint said.

Victim stabbed by two brothers during fight: DA

 

NEWS from 

CHRIST THE KING REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue 
Middle Village, New York 11379 
(718) 366-7400   
Web Site: www.ctkrhs.org    

Special thanks to Astoria Federal Savings Bank for donating $7800.00 to 
The Hugh P. Kirwan Performing Arts Center at Christ the King Regional High School. 

The money will be used to upgrade the lighting system in the auditorium.

Pictured from Left to Right:

President and Business Relationship Manager, Blanca Llanos and Principal of Christ the King HS, Peter Mannarino

More information is available www.ctkny.org - Find Christ the King on Facebook at facebook.com/CTKNY

With the Help of Astoria Federal Savings Bank
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9Nurses slam Flushing Hospital on benefi ts plan
BY JOE ANUTA

 
Unionized nurses ne-

gotiating a contract with 
Flushing Hospital are fu-
rious that management 
did not sign an agreement 
to continue their pension 
plans while the two sides 
duke it out at the bargain-
ing table.

“This is really mean-
spirited stuff,” said Wanda 
Shelton-Martin, a represen-
tative of the New York State 
Nurses Association. “This 
hospital is not caring for its 
nurses.”

About 50 people gath-
ered outside the hospital, 
at 45-00 Parsons Blvd., last 
Thursday to condemn the 
hospital for not signing the 
interim agreement, which 
would keep pension and 
health-care benefits in-
tact for six months while a 
contract is hammered out 
between the hospital and 
the 350 nurses who are af-
fected.

As of press time Tues-
day, when a bargaining 
session was scheduled, the 
two sides had not signed 

an interim agreement or a 
contract agreement.

An agreement already 
in place protects health 
care benefits for 90 days 
into 2012, but pensions have 
not been accruing money 
since the contract ran out 

at the end of the year.
Regardless, union 

spokesman Mark Genovese 
said nearly every hospital 
that negotiates a contract 
signs an interim agree-
ment. Without it, some of 
the nurses could lose their 

health care if the bargain-
ing goes beyond the 90 
days.

“No nurse should be 
without health care,” he 
said.

Michael Hinck, spokes-
man for the hospital, which 

is a part of the Medisys 
network, said the two sides 
will try again to reach a 
consensus this week.

“Negotiations are on-
going,” he said.

Ken Margolies, of the 
Cornell School of Industri-
al Labor Relations, called 
the hospital’s refusal to 
sign an interim agreement 
“slightly aggressive.”

“It’s normal, when 
parties are in negotiations, 
to maintain the status 
quo,” he said. “But things 
like that are becoming less 
unusual because more and 
more employers are play-
ing hardball.”

The move is likely de-
signed to put pressure on 
the union, he said, and it 
makes the interim benefits 
one more thing that it will 
have to bargain for.

In the new contract, 
which must be renegotiated 
about every three years , 
nurses are asking for a con-
tinuance of current health 
care benefits, pension ben-
efits and pay raises of a few 
percent, according to Shel-
ton-Martin.

The union claims the 
hospital wants to freeze 
their pensions and pay, she 
said.

Despite the reces-
sion and general precari-
ous state of the economy, 
Shelton-Martin said Flush-
ing Hospital and its parent 
organization can afford 
the pay raise and keep the 
nurses’ pensions and health 
benefits intact.

The nurses were out 
last Thursday during their 
lunch break from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. clad in red shirts. 
Many held signs and shook 
noisemakers over their 
heads during any lull in the 
speeches.

At one point, a man 
walked by and was heavily 
booed by the crowd.

A woman asked, 
“Who’s that?”

The man next to 
her stopped booing and 
shrugged his shoulders.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

You never learned like this 
by playing Chutes and Ladders.

U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman 
(D-Bayside) announced last week 
he had secured nearly $3 million 
worth of federal education funds 
for the New York Hall of Science, 
which plans to develop a program 
that will use technology — such 
as a sensor-laden slide — to teach 
students the science behind their 
playground play as they play.

SciGames, as the program is 
called, will use technology to pro-
vide an interactive learning expe-
rience for the approximately 8,000 
eighth-grade students the hall, lo-
cated in Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park, intends to reach in their 
schools over the next five years.

One example of a SciGame 
is a common playground slide af-
fixed with sensors that students 
can use to measure how potential 

energy at the top of the slide is 
transformed into thermal energy 
from friction at the bottom of the 
slide.

Instead of simply racing 
down the slide, students experi-
ment with different variables, 
such as the material they slide on, 
and are rewarded for exploring 
science concepts, such as the con-
servation of energy. Teachers will 
attend workshops at the hall and 
will receive kits so they can set 
the SciGame up at their school.

A spokeswoman for the Hall 
of Science said five teachers will 
pilot the program this fall.

The two other SciGames the 
hall plans to develop and test use 
games with scooter carts and a 
ball and mallets to focus on New-
ton’s laws of motion.

The program is designed to 
carry the learning experience 
from the playground to the class-
room. Each SciGame logs the in-

dividual student’s experimental 
data while he plays and incorpo-
rates it into a digital application 
he can continue to play back in 
the science classroom.

There, the student can re-
view and analyze what happened 
during the playground game to 
help her develop a formal under-
standing of the science behind 
her recreation.

“We’re excited to explore this 
new idea about bridging informal 
and formal science learning expe-
riences to improve New York City 
students’ understanding of and 
interest in science,” said David 
Kanter, director of the New York 
Hall of Science’s Sara Lee Schupf 
Family Center for Play, Science, 
and Technology Learning and 
the principal investigator on the 
award.

The funding for the pro-
gram was allocated through the 
U.S. Department of Education’s 

Investing in Innovation Fund of 
the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act. The program was 
established to fund educational 
organizations that improve stu-
dent achievement by expand-
ing and investing in innovative 
teaching practices.

“The New York Hall of Sci-
ence does an exceptional job of 
educating our children in sci-
ence and these funds will be a 
major boost towards fulfilling 
that critical mission,” Acker-
man said. “I’m pleased to deliver 
the great news about this money 
and look forward to thousands of 
kids learning more about science 
through this outstanding and in-
novative program.”

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Nurse Christine Viloria (r.) looks on as her husband Mark and dog Mischu march in a picket line out-
side Flushing Hospital. Photo by Joe Anuta

Ackerman helps New York Hall of Science play games

Jacob Billoti, 7, creates a paper 
bridge and tests its strength during 
Engineering Day at the New York Hall 
of Science.
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CUNY still remains affordable for pupils

R
egarding the Dec. 
1-7 TimesLedger 
Newspaper article 
“Students protest as 

CUNY hikes tuition,” I am 
pleased to share several 
unreported data points on 
the value and affordability 
of a City University of New 
York education and its ben-
efits for our students.

The safety net protect-
ing financially at-risk stu-
dents at CUNY is among 
the most comprehensive in 
the nation. Nearly six out of 

10 full-time undergraduates 
are tuition-free at CUNY. A 
record $770 million in state, 
federal and CUNY-based fi-
nancial aid was distributed 
in 2010.

Our students save 
more and borrow less. Most 
graduate debt-free, and 
those who do borrow owe 
far less than their peers at 
other public and private in-
stitutions.

CUNY students are 
winning nationally recog-
nized awards, including 

Rhodes, Truman and Gold-
water scholarships. For 
the fall 2011 semester, our 
enrollment is at a record 
271,000, fueled in part by 
a large number of transfer 
students who seek a valued 
and affordable college edu-
cation.

Thanks to a concerted, 
multi-year effort by univer-
sity leadership and its part-
ners in government, a new 
state law authorizing an 
annual $300 increase will 
reinvest those funds back 

to CUNY colleges for en-
hanced academic and stu-
dent support services and 
will no longer be directed 
to the state’s general fund, 
as had been past practice.

Michael Arena
University Director for 
Communications and 

Marketing
City University of New 

York
Manhattan

PRESCRIPTION 
BENEFITS IN DANGER

Imagine that one day you head to a local pharmacy to 
pick up a prescription and find out the store no longer ac-
cepts your employer’s pharmacy plan. This could happen 
soon consumers in New York state if the Federal Trade 
Commission signs off on a plan to merge two of the na-
tion’s largest pharmacy benefit managers.

The effect of the merger is already being felt at Wal-
greens, which decided not to renew its contract with Ex-
press Scripts due to what it perceives as unsatisfactory 
reimbursement rates. Walgreens is reportedly hoping to 
retain Express Script customers by coming up with a tran-
sition plan.

Under the proposition, two of the nation’s three major 
pharmaceutical benefit management companies — Medco 
Health Solutions and Express Scripts — have been making 
their case before Congress and the FTC to merge into one 
entity.

At a rally last month in front of a Queens pharmacy, 
state Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas warned that the 
loser in this merger could be you.

The new PBM could control more than 40 percent of 
the national prescription volume. Imagine the impact it 
will have on small pharmacies. And imagine, by cutting 
competition, the impact it may have on the co-pay under 
employer benefit plans.

The FTC will have to draw the line between free en-
terprise and the potential of monopolies to destroy com-
petition. We urge the FTC to come down on the side of the 
consumer.

GUV GOES OUT ON 
LIMB

In his State of the State address, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced that the “largest convention center in the na-
tion” has been proposed at Aqueduct Racetrack. Cuomo 
said he is in negotiations with Genting, whose subsidiary 
runs the Aqueduct racino.

The casino has been a success and a convention center 
would create temporary construction jobs and hundreds 
of permanent jobs, but it could also be risky.

Has there been a study that shows people would be 
willing to travel to a convention center on the outskirts 
of Queens? Will the nearby casino be a draw? This is not 
Manhattan — a tourist destination.

If this becomes a done deal, we hope it is a winner.
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Tell your elected offi cials to fi ght drug lobbyists
A

re you as startled as 
I every time a com-
mercial on TV from 
an attorney’s office 

informs us that if we took 
a certain medication to 
contact their office because 
the medication causes all 
kinds of problems, includ-
ing death?

Recently, a breast can-
cer medication was found 
to be ineffective and has ad-
verse side effects and was 
pulled off the market by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration after eight years. 
Well, I recently uncovered 
why these horrible mishaps 
are happening.

On Sept. 24, I had revi-
sion knee replacement. The 
only medication that helped 
alleviate the pain was oxy-
codone. I visited my doctor 
Nov. 15. He gave me a pre-
scription for oxycodone. We 
filled a prescription and af-
ter taking my dosage there 
was no relief from the pain.

This was unusual. I 
took two more and again 
not an iota of relief. I im-
mediately called the drug-
gist, thinking I was given 
the wrong medication. It 
was the right one, but the 
pharmacist told me, “You 
are one of the rare people 
who knows the difference 
of manufacturers.”

Well, I knew this man-
ufacturer was not putting 
the ingredients it said it 
was in this pill.

I immediately called 
my congressman, U.S. Rep. 
Gary Ackerman (D-Bay-
side) and his constituent li-
aison. She suggested I send 
the pills to her so she can 
send them to the FDA.

I was about to do that 
when I thought I should 
send them myself and be 
assured they was received. 
It took me two hours until 
I finally reached a human 
being to tell my plight to.

I was referred to Med-

Watch, the FDA’s safety 
information and reporting 
program. I told the woman 
at MedWatch I wanted to 
send my pills in to be tested 
to ensure the right ingre-
dients were put in the pills 
by the manufacturer. I was 
floored when I was told, 
“The FDA does not test 
medications.”

I asked how they can 
put a med on the market 
without testing it. The an-
swer was another shocker. I 
was told the manufacturer 
provides the data.

I immediately called 
Ackerman’s office with the 
information. His district 
administrator was inter-
ested in the information 
and said she will contact 
the FDA and let me know 
what the status is.

It appears the fox is 
watching the chicken coop 
in the drug industry and 
our lives are at stake. The 
drug lobbyists are active in 

Washington and a reporter 
should investigate the poli-
ticians receiving campaign 
funding from drug compa-
nies. It is time for anyone 
who takes medication to 
contact their congressio-
nal representative and ask 
for an investigation of the 
FDA.

I realize there are 
many lobbyists and much 
money spent on having 
companies get away with 
a lot. If the FDA does not 
test, then they are allow-
ing companies to get away 
with murder. This is an is-
sue that one person cannot 
advocate for. It has always 
been the case that people 
think someone else will do 
it. If you care about your 
children, grandchildren, 
spouse or yourself — people 
who take medications — 
jump on this issue and ask 
for documents that ensure 
the FDA tests medications 
it gives its approval to.

The only time it looks 
into a medication is when 
there is a complaint, ad-
verse effect or death. Does 
this sound right to you? 
If not, call your represen-
tative and demand docu-
ments ensuring the FDA is 
protecting the population 
by testing the drugs before 
they are put on the market.

This is the response 
I received from the Med-
Watch after receiving my 
complaint about a medica-
tion I questioned:

“Dear Reporter:
“Thank you for remit-

ting your report to Med-
Watch, the FDA Safety 
Information and Adverse 
Event Reporting Program.

“This acknowledge-
ment confirms that your re-
port was received. Reports 
are added to a postmarking 
safety database with simi-
lar reports and reviewed 
by the FDA’s postmarking 
safety staff. Voluntary re-

ports are essential for en-
suring the continued safety 
of FDA-regulated products. 
One or two well-document-
ed case reports may provide 
an early signal of unex-
pected problems and lead to 
additional evaluation. This 
may result in FDA regula-
tory actions that improve 
the safety of the products 
used in patient care each 
day.

“You may be contacted 
by an FDA staff member if 
additional information on 
your report is needed.

“Sincerely yours,
“MedWatch”
This explains how a 

cancer drug was on the 
market for eight years until 
it was found not to work.

Joyce Shepard
Bayside

Wild turkey majestic, patriotic bird
The following was sub-

mitted by a borough student 
as part of a class project on 
which bird should represent 
the country: the bald eagle 
or the wild turkey.

T
his is a very impor-
tant letter. My name 
is Maxie Hom. I 
think the wild tur-

key should be our national 
bird.

Benjamin Franklin is 
right: The bald eagle is lazy 

and a coward. The wild tur-
key should be the national 
bird because the wild tur-
key symbolizes thankful-
ness and patriotism. The 
turkey was at the first 
Thanksgiving feast cel-
ebrated in America by the 
Indians and Pilgrims, who 
had a lot to be thankful for 
on the first cold winter in 
the New World.

The turkey is a beauti-
ful and majestic bird that 

has been around since the 
beginning of our history, 
so it is only right for it to be 
our national bird.

I hope everyone agrees 
that the wild turkey should 
be out national bird.

Maxie Hom
Student

PS 94
Little Neck

Mind the use of certain words

T
he headline of a story 
in the Dec. 22-28 edi-
tion of the Bayside 
Times read, “Bayside 

priest jailed for 5 years.”
With all due respect 

to the technical diction-
ary definition of the word 
“priest,” which includes 
those ordained in Chris-
tianity per se, when most 
people see the term priest, 

the Catholic Church comes 
to mind.

That being said, with 
all of the terrible publicity 
the Catholic Church has 
recently endured, much of 
which is warranted, there 
really does not appear to 
be a need to unnecessarily 
add further condemnation 
to this institution.

Many Protestant de-

nominations use the term 
“minister” to describe 
their clergy, so perhaps a 
little more sensitivity in 
terminology could have 
been implemented in the 
headline.

Susan Broderick
Bayside

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

CORRECTION
An article in the Jan. 5-11 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers should have listed the address of a Flushing 
bar as being on Sanford Avenue.
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H
opefully, the holi-
day party season is 
finally beginning to 
wind down. I don’t 

mind feeling dead tired, 
but when you look in the 
mirror and you look dead 
tired, that’s where you have 
to draw the line.

On Wednesday after-
noon, Debbie Markell and 
I had lunch together at the 
Georgia Diner in Elmhurst 
and while there we saw 
Mike Reich and his part-
ners also having lunch. 
So many diners have been 
closing lately that we all 
seem to run into each other 
at the remaining few.

That evening, Paul 

Vallone hosted the month-
ly meeting of the Bayside-
Whitestone Lions in his 
law office on Francis Lewis 
Boulevard. The Lions is a 
good group of citizens who 
try their best to give aid 
and comfort to the needy.

On Thursday evening, 
the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club held its January 
meeting at the Trattoria 
Lucia. The guest speakers 
were Bob Friedrich, who 
seemed upset with the ru-
mored new redistricting 
line — in fact, he wants 
to hold a protest rally at 
the Frank Padavan High 
School on the Creedmore 
Grounds.

The other speaker of 
the evening was GOP Coun-
ty Chairman Phil Ragusa, 
who brought everyone up to 
date on the comings and go-
ings of the Queens Republi-
can Party. One of the things 

he did was tout the New 
American Eagle Republi-
can Club in Forrest Hills.

On Friday afternoon 
there was a political strat-
egy meeting at Janet Ma-

lone’s house in Flushing.
On Sunday at 12:30 

p.m., hosts Mathew Sil-

verstein, Debbie Markell 
and Warren Schreiber 
held their second annual 
New Year’s Party Brunch 
at Debbie’s spacious Whit-
estone home, which is ideal 
for that sort of party.

Just about everyone 
was there. The top bill-
ing went to City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
and city Comptroller John 

Liu, both of whom are re-
portedly interested in run-
ning for mayor in 2013. 
The third heavy-hitter was 
state Comptroller Tom Di-

Napoli, who is happy with 
his job and not interested 
in running for mayor.

Some of the others 
present were Evan and 
Toby Stavisky. Toby said 
that when Tom made his 
address during the State of 
the State address in Albany, 
he received applause that 
was longer and louder than 
even the governor received. 
Everyone on both sides of 
the aisle are happy with the 
job DiNapoli is doing.

Others present were 
Carol and Larry Gresser, 
Ed Braunstein, Steve 

Behar, Claire Shulman, 
Linda De Sabbato, Dolly 

De Thomas, Trudy La 

Forgia, David Weprin, 
Arthur Cheliotes, De-

von O’Connor, Grace 

Meng and her husband, 
Kay Glover, Margaret 

McGowan, Leroy Com-

rie, Karen Koslowitz, 
John Duane, Michael 

DenDekker, Myra Baird-

Herce, Chuck Wade, Mary 

Conaty, Debbie’s husband 

Barry Klienert and the 
list goes on and on. It was 
a lovely party and I would 
like to thank the “Three 
Musketeers” for inviting 
me.

After that event, it was 
off to the Polonaise Terrace 
in Greenpoint, where the 
Polish American Congress 
was holding its annual 
Christmas “Oplatek” Cel-
ebration, which is always a 
fun event. This included a 
Santa Claus who presented 
each child with a present.

This year’s honoree at 
the event was Chet Szare-

jko, a well-deserved honor 
as Chet works hard to 
promote Polish interests. 
There was Polish food and 
young and old alike wound 
up the evening by dancing.

Liu also dropped by 
to wish everyone a Happy 
New Year. It was John’s 
birthday, which was cel-
ebrated twice: first at Deb-

bie’s with cupcakes and lit 
candles and second at the 
Polonaise Terrace with a 
bouquet of roses.

Two hot Republican 
news flashes:

1. Rumor has it Estelle 

Cooper is retiring from the 
city Parks Department and 
plans to start a large con-
sulting business in Whit-
estone.

2. The other Queens 
GOP event was a rather 
lengthy article on Page 4 in 
the Sunday New York Post 
with the headline “‘Ex-
tort’ slap at GOP’s Queens 
kingmakers,” in which 
City Councilman Eric Ul-

rich was demanding an 
investigation into claims 
that Queens GOP leaders 
milked candidates “for fi-
nancial gain.”

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

New Year’s brunch attracts who’s who of boro leaders

Communist sympathizers disrupted Newtown HS in 1935

T
wo Yale students 
on the final leg of a 
29,000-mile world 
tour land in College 

Point in early January 
1935. They take more than 
600 pictures of places and 
people with an aerial cam-
era and plan to donate the 
images to the Geographical 
Society of America. Their 
last hop, a four-hour trip 
from Morehead City, N.C., 
was one of the most brutal. 
Facing a 45 mph headwind, 
the ice-covered plane lands 
in an ice-caked Flushing 
Bay.

●

College Point is again 

in the news as fire sweeps 
the L.B. Kleinert Co. Facto-
ry, at 26th Avenue between 
127th and 128th streets. 
The building burns as wind 
whips flames fed by acids 
and chemicals. Starting in 
the acid room of the rubber 
manufacturing plant, the 
fire destroys one section of 
a top floor.

More than 125 employ-
ees are out of work. The fire 
is discovered by a watch-
man at 2:30 a.m. and quick-
ly grows to three alarms. 
A call for aid goes out and 
help arrives from along 
the North Shore. Flushing 
was out on another call, so 

the assignment is handled 
by Battalion Chief Uhl, of 
Bayside.

A tower from the 
Bronx is carried across the 
Sound by ferry boat. One 
fireman is knocked uncon-
scious when a ladder falls 
on him. The following day, 
ice coats the building.

●

Communist sympa-
thizers stage demonstra-
tions in high school. Police 
are called to eject men at 
the halls of Newtown High 
School.

They demand a cut in 
lunch prices and free food 
for children of the unem-
ployed. The principal de-
nies trouble is serious and 
pupils are expelled.

Dr. James Dillingham 
said, “Many people come 
into the school during the 
day — some to see chil-
dren, to make complaints, 

to bring praise. We always 
give these things courte-
ous attention. There was 
no disorderly demonstra-
tion. They [the protesters] 
are not students but college 
men from the City College 
of New York.”

Earlier that week, four 
students on the bridge at 
91st Place give out hand-
bills listing demands. One 
of the students claim they 
are expelled. A red ham-
mer and sickle is painted 
on sidewalks in front of ev-
ery school in Corona.

School officials try to 
scrub them away, but they 
are visible. Mailboxes and 
lobbies were cluttered with 
Communist throw-a-ways 
in Newtown. A girl refuses 
to salute the American flag 
at school exercises held in a 
Queens park. This is given 
as an example of the influ-
ence of Communist propa-

ganda.
●

The modern genera-
tion scoffs at Victorian 
compositions of cast-iron 
art. Requests to remove old 
park monuments comes in 
from around the city. They 
are relics of an era when 
cast iron dogs, hitching 
posts and carriage blocks 
were in front of any home 
with a hint of social am-
bition. Public sentiment 
in the modern age lightly 
muses that they should be 
replaced by something cub-
ist or, perhaps, futurist.

In this spirit, the King 
Neptune Fountain, on 
Northern Boulevard, long 
regarded as an eyesore to 
many residents of the North 
Shore, has come under the 
scrutiny of city Parks De-
partment engineers. The 
statue was set up under the 
Town of Flushing before 

consolidation into New 
York. Fewer and fewer voic-
es rose in protest to halt ef-
forts to move it. This year, 
it is believed there will be 
no protests.

●

On a typical day on the 
Queensboro Bridge, 103,151 
vehicles use the bridge. 
More than 80,000 vehicles 
are passenger cars; the 
balance are trucks. An 
interesting side note: Ten 
horse-drawn vehicles head 
to Queens and nine back to 
Manhattan.

On that basis, the Star-
Journal surmises that the 
horse population in Queens 
is slowly growing.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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Theodore Lampropoulos, a resident of 
Whitestone, is a multifaceted young man with 
many accolades given him from teachers, 
internships programs, and a New York State 
Senator’s offi ce. Maintaining a 97+ average 
at the very competitive Bayside High School, 
Theodore is a member of Arista, the National 
Honor Society. He is also a valued member of 
the Math Team, the Senior Council, Archon, 
and Bayside High School’s Track Team.

Theodore’s dedication to his studies can be 
verifi ed through his course load, which includes 
honor courses, AP world history, AP Calculus 
and AP English Language Composition. 
Regarding his math achievements, Mr. 
Michael Trontz, Math Teacher, explains he 
assigned work “of a varied nature, spanning 
the mathematical spectrum from Advanced 
Algebra to Probability, to Trigonometry.  
Whatever the assignment, he [Theo] 
devoted himself wholeheartedly.” Not only 
does Theodore work diligently for his own 
scholastic achievement, Mr. Trontz adds he 
is “often helping those who were lagging 
behind.”

Although Theodore attends Bayside High 
School each day, and received perfect 
attendance awards, he also manages to fi nd 
time to help others.  Among the organizations 
he volunteers at is North Shore University 

Hospital, Manhasset, and Ozanam Hall of 
Queens Nursing Home, Bayside, Queens.  
At Ozanam, Ms. O’Donovan, Director of 
Development, says she was “gratedful to have 
Theodore participating in this program.” She 
also noted that he is “effi cient, responsible, 
and has demonstrated initiative.”

Praise is also given by Anita Trost, Junior 
Volunteer Coordinator at North Shore 
University Hospital. She believes that 
“Theodore is strongly and sincerely motivated 
to pursue a career in medicine. He is sensitive 
to the needs of others and is prepared for the 
work and effort required to attain his goal.”  
At NSUH, Theodore worked both behind the 
scenes and directly with patients. In addition, 
he holds an internship with Dr. Langer, head 

of the Neurology Department. During the 
internship, Theo “has observed Dr. Langer 
during patient consultations (with patients’ 
permission), and has familiarized himself 
with research conducted in the hospital’s 
neurology laboratory,” according to Tsambika 
Manis, Guidance Counselor.

With all the exceptional achievement in 
academics as well as volunteer work, what 
is left but to be involved in politics? Toward 
that end, Theodore has interned both for 
Senator Michael Gianaris, Astoria, and 
Senator Tony Avella, Whitestone.  Senator 
Avella states that Theodore “demonstrated 
initiative and was a tremendous asset to my 
campaign.” Possessing a can-do attitude, it 
is not surprising that Theo was the recipient 
of the Tony Avella Achievement Award two 
years ago.  

What else has Theo accomplished?  Theodore 
won the Wendy’s High School Heisman 
Award October 2011; the Cyprian Award 
for best written essay in Greek about Cyprus; 
is a Team Leader for Greek Orthodox Youth 
Association (GOYA); captain of Altar Boys at 
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church; and is a 
member of Lacrosse Turf Island League and 
Iceland Ice Hockey.

Combining interests in athletics, academics, 
and civic service, it is clear that Theodore is, as 
Maria Vlantis, Health Teacher proudly states, 
“the ideal student.” Ms Vlantis’s expectations 
are certainly correct as she is “very confi dent 
that he will continue to be successful and 
never give up on his dreams and aspirations.”  
Congratulations to Theodore Lampropoulos, 
who is truly a Renaissance man.

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Theodore Lampropoulos

January 2012

Student of Distinction

Bayside High School

Bayside, New York

*Top-performing large thrift in the U.S. for the 12 months ended March 31, 2011
among thrifts with $2.0 billion or more in assets, as reported by SNL Financial.

©2012 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC     
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B E A U T Y  S A L O N

28-33 Steinway Street, Astoria

CUT starting at  $30

BLOWDRY starting at  $35

COLORING starting at  $50

DEEP CONDITION $35

KERATIN, PERMS & RELAXERS 
 starting at $100

FACIALS & PEELING  $90

BRAZILIAN MANICURE $18 
 REG MANI $15

BRAZILIAN PEDICURE $25 
 REG PEDI $18

We offer waxing at various prices.
We also use Brazilian wax.

dressed up as the Three 
Wise Men who visited Je-
sus and the Holy Family af-
ter his birth and recreated 
the moment where they 
gave him the gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.

Ferreras said the His-
panic community relishes 
the holiday because it 
brings everyone together.

“People want to come 
out and see the sights and 
sounds, but they also want 
to share some quality time 
with each other,” she said.

As part of the tradi-

tions of the holiday, which 
is also known as the Epiph-
any and Twelfth Night, 
children put their shoes by 
the door near their beds so 
the three kings will know 
how many youngsters are 
looking for presents. The 
next morning, the children 
find those gifts inside the 
shoes.

During the event, the 
young visitors received 
toys that were donated by 
area groups. The adults 
also got to have some treats 
of their own with a special 
raffle for gifts.

“Events like this keep 
the tradition going,” said 
Alirio Orduna, founder 
of the New York Military 

Youth Cadets, which helped 
organize the party.

Ferreras set up the 
event as a way for seniors 
and youth to mix as she 
urged the elders to bring 
their grandchildren.

“It’s about bringing 
together inter-generational 
groups together,” she said.

Several leaders from 
outside the neighborhood 
dropped by for the event, 
including Manhattan 
Borough President Scott 
Stringer, city Comptroller 
John Liu, and Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside). Ferreras said 
their presence showed that 
the holiday’s value is grow-
ing.

“It’s not a safe place 
for him and his family any-
more,” Anjum said.

The Hussains came 
to America in 1995 on a 
visitor’s visa. They lived in 
Elmhurst for a few months 
before settling in Astoria 
and had two other daugh-
ters in the United States: 
Sanjana and now-13-year-
old Sabreena. Hussain 
worked in restaurants as a 
chef, but was unable to get 
a steady job due to his im-
migration status.

Because they did not 
understand much about the 
system, they did not know 
what steps to take to get 
legal status. In 2009, they 
tried in earnest to work 
out Hussain’s immigration 
issues, but Hussain was ar-
rested.

Hussain said he was 
not mistreated during his 
nine months with ICE. He 

was able to pray and was 
served halal food and no 
one was cruel to him.

But he worried about 
his family.

Mahmud Hussain said 
she felt completely hope-
less and shattered when 
her husband was detained. 
She put a lot of money into 
meeting with attorneys and 
often relied on loans from 
friends.

Sabreena’s grades also 
dropped and she was often 
absent from school due to 
the immigration fight.

“It was very hard for 
me and my family,” she 
said.

Their fortunes changed 
when Mahmud Hussain 
met Rashid. Rashid, who 
introduced her meet to 
many different people who 
could help her as well as 
her current lawyer, Naresh 
Gehi. Gehi held a press con-
ference with Mahmud Hus-
sain, Sabreena and San-

jana pressing for Hussain’s 
release Dec. 4.

“It’s like an angel 
from God that she met with 
Rashid,” Anjum said.

In November, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg signed 
into law Intro 656A, which 
prevents the city Depart-
ment of Correction from 
holding undocumented im-
migrants without a prior 
criminal record for ICE.

The Hussains said 
they were thankful to ICE 
officers who released Hus-
sain and all others who 
assisted in his release. 
Hussain hopes to get his 
papers, work hard and pay 
taxes, and Mahmud Hus-
sain wants to work as well.

“All these years he 
thought he didn’t have a 
voice, and all these people 
stood up for him,” Anjum 
said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

and that the city Economic 
Development Corp. did not 
turn over $125 million owed 
to the city in various fees.

“That’s been my tre-
mendous challenge, to find 
the money and put it back 
in city coffers,” Liu said.

The comptroller’s 
campaign finances have re-
cently been the subject of a 
federal investigation.

The board also recom-
mended renewal of the FD-
NY’s lease of a facility, at 
34-02 Queens Blvd., which 
has been used as a ware-
house since the department 
had to acquire additional 
equipment after the Sept. 11 
attacks, such as fire tools, 

medical supplies and disas-
ter equipment, said Dave 
Harney, of the FDNY.

He said the facility 
is used to swap out equip-
ment and has space for am-
bulances, messenger vans 
and Chevrolet Suburbans 
used by the department.

“The facility works 
extremely well for us,” 
Harney said. “We’re really 
happy to be there.”

Continued from Page 1

3 Kings

Continued from Page 2

CB 2

Continued from Page 1

Hussain

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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We’ll meet or beat any competitor’s price on a complete pair of eyeglasses or they’re free!

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

See it to 
Believe it 
Savings!

Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment. 
Repair or replace your frame with our NO-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!

56-25 Myrtle Avenue, Ridgewood, NY   718-497-5470
*Frames from select group. Limited time offer, while supplies last. See store for details. Contact lens exam and fitting not included. 
Other restrictions may apply. Prices subject to change without notice.

Starting at

Complete Pairs  
of Eyeglasses

Fashionable Frames
Single Vision Lenses

$6999*

2

EYE EXAM JUST $9.99

Designer Frames

Anne Klein & more

$75Off

EYE EXAM JUST $9.99

All Multifocal
Lenses

Lined Bifocals or

5O%
Off

EYE EXAM JUST $9.99

A Century of Excellence
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All Showrooms Open 7 Days!
Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

FREE In Home
Estimates

ROOFING Duration / Oakridge Pro
30 year Architectural

Timberline
30 Year

Architecturalwith SureNail Technology

4295

2495
3695
1995

SUPER SAVER!

Entire House 1150 Sq. Ft.
Complete Rip With
Removal Of Debris

Tar Paper & Shingle
Layover 1150 Sq. Ft. Installed

s

NO
SALES
TAX!

BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

MADE UP TO 32” X18”
Y INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

194 

NO
TAX!

$
$159

$179$179
No Min. Req.

NOW

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING

ADD $200 FOR
CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1799

1599
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•16 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

TOP
UALITY!

Custom Sizes
 Available!

329
NOW

STORM DOORS

Custom Hinges

Tempered Glass
Screen

Custom Hardware

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$ NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

289$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS

AWNINGS & CARPORTSAWNINGS & CARPORTS
Door Hoods

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

$349
$489

COUPON

$
$ 17991999

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

CUSTOM
FULL

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

Q

COUPON

Reg $389.00

36” x 80”

•

599

GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

*Metal removal add $25 

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!
UNIFIEDWINDOW

SYSTEMS, INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

$879 $899 $979 $1499

179$
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Molding

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
MOLDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FREE STORM DAMAGE ESTIMATES

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

1399
$1999

Attic Insulation

$

NOW $$ 499699

STEEL SECURITY DOOR

No TAX!10 Colors Optional

FULLY INSTALLED

•HEAVY DUTY Z FRAME
•REAL STEEL CONSTRUCTION
•DEAD BOLT AND DOOR KNOB
•GLASS AND SCREEN

COUPON

•100's Colors and Styles CertainTeed Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

•Foil Backed Insulation Board
Premium .044 Gauge and
Thicker Center Locking Panels.

•Various Lengths/ All Makes
•100's Colors and Styles

SI ID NG
Fully Installed Including:

®

CertainTeed

 On America's HomesFirst On America's HomesFirst CERTAINTEED

CONTRACTOR

TM

Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

Sale Prices valid January 1st to January 31st
SAVE THIS AD d

d
d

d
f

f

f f

You Pay 
NO 

SALES
TAX

HUNTINGTON
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772www.uwds.com
BRONX

N. WHITE PLAINS
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD

TL
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Roofing

Windows

Siding

Doors

Owens Corning Platinum
Preferred Contractor

Unified’s Best of the Best

Premium Vinyl Siding

GAF Authorized Installer. IKO and TAMKO authorized 
installer. Top of the House insulation and ventilation 

Available Double Hungs, Casements, Hoppers & Sliders, Picture
windows, Bays and Bows. Anderson, Pella, Weathershield
Wood windows. Ideal, Accuweld, Crystal Vinyl windows.

Certainteed, Alside, Norandex, Mitten vinyl sidings, 
James Hardie and Nichiha Fibercement sidings. Top
Quality insulation including all accessories. Matching
shutters, Attic insulation with certified factory trained
installers.

Entrance doors: Wood, Steel, Fiberglass Aluminum storm
doors, Steel Security doors, Patio doors & Garage doors
professionally installed.

UNIFIEDWINDOWWINDOWW
SYSTEMS, INC.YSTEMSSYYSTEMSSY , , INC.IN

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

For Over 25 years, Unified
consistently has the best products 
for the best prices, fully installed
Hempstead • Huntington • Patchogue

516-481-3000  631-612-2510
Brooklyn • Queens • Westchester

(888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. As of 
11/01/05 $25 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract. Nassau#1761650000
• Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Yonkers Lic#5208
• Westchester Lic#WC-22934-H-10 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286  

ALL SHOWROOMS OPEN 7 DAYS       www.uwds.com
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Queens sites celebrate MulchFest
Hundreds of trees were chopped and turned into mulch during MulchFest, an annual event organized by the Parks Department. 
(Clockwise from top l.) Jennifer and John Syrianos lift their tree out of a shopping cart as pup Cherrio looks on; Max Pommier of 
Fresh Meadows struggles to lift his haul of mulch; Aristotle Deftereos (l.) and Renee Bischoff brush away tears from their daugh-
ter Iliana’s eyes as she says farewell to her tree; Michael White of Bayside scoops up chipped trees to bring home; Jules Corkery, 
the Astoria Park Alliance Co-Chair, wears a wreath as a sash at the Astoria site; pieces of mulch fly from the chipper; Chung Cho (r.) 
fills a bag held by worker who identified himself as Enriquez; and Gary Lombardo unties the tree from atop his car in Juniper Valley 
Park in Middle Village. Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY REBECCA HENELY

The state Public Ser-
vices Commission con-
demned a proposed $4.8 
million settlement between 
the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice and Morgan Stanley 
over the financial services 
firm’s alleged violation of 
antitrust laws through sell-
ing derivatives to KeySpan, 
which once operated the 
Big Allis plant.

The commission wrote 
in its comments to the Jus-
tice Department that given 
its allegations Morgan 
Stanley earned $21.6 mil-
lion through the scheme, a 
$4.8 million settlement is 
not reasonable.

“Such an arrangement, 
however, is more akin to 
a tax than a penalty,” the 
commission said.

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) said 
he agreed with the com-
mission and that he, state 
Assemblywoman Aravella 

Simotas (D-Astoria) and 
City Councilman Peter Val-
lone Jr. (D-Astoria) would 
send a letter to Manhat-
tan Judge William Pauley, 
who is overseeing the case, 
recommending against ap-
proving the settlement.

“The settlement is in-
adequate given the amount 
of money that was stolen 
from taxpayers because of 
this,” Gianaris said. “The 
settlement amount is a pit-
tance.”

Morgan Stanley is 
charged with selling deriv-
atives to KeySpan in 2006, 
while at the same time 
executing an offsetting de-
rivative with the Astoria 
Generating Co. KeySpan 
operated the Big Allis plant 
on 36th Avenue and Ver-
non Boulevard and Astoria 
Generating, which is a part 
of USPowergen, continues 
to operate at the Con Edi-
son complex at 20th Avenue 
and Shore Boulevard.

Justice contends the 

derivatives gave KeySpan 
a financial interest in As-
toria’s generating capacity, 
which allowed it withhold 
its own capacity and in-
crease energy prices, while 
Morgan earned revenues as 
the price went up.

The department pre-
viously entered into a $12 
million settlement with 
KeySpan in February 2011. 
The Public Services Com-
mission said this settle-
ment was 24.5 percent of 
what KeySpan allegedly 
earned from the scheme, 
and the $4.8 million settle-
ment with Morgan Stanley 
is 22.2 percent of what the 
investment bank gained 
from the scheme, in addi-
tion to tens of millions of 
dollars in unnecessary 
costs to consumers.

The settlement was an-
nounced Sept. 30 but must 
be approved in Manhattan 
federal court.

“This settlement with 
a major financial institu-

tion will signal to the finan-
cial services community 
that use of derivatives for 
anti-competitive ends will 
not be tolerated,” Sharis 
Pozen said in a statement at 
the time the settlement was 
announced.

The commission said 
it did not believe Justice 
Department proved the 
settlement was in the pub-
lic interest or would deter 
future antitrust violations.

Gianaris said the mon-
ey penalties should also 
come back to the taxpayers 
and not to the general Trea-
sury.

“This is a great exam-
ple of a need for aggressive 
regulation of the energy 
market,” he said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.Morgan Stanley has entered into a settlement with the U.S. 

Department of Justice over entering into an alleged antitrust 
agreement with KeySpan, which once owned the Big Allis power 
plant on Vernon Boulevard.
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2ND ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S BRUNCH AT DEBBIE MARKELL’S IN WHITESTONE

OPLATEK AT THE POLONAISE TERRACE IN GREENPOINT, BROOKLYN
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Barry Kleinert, Christine Quinn, Dee 
Richard, Matthew Silverstein, Debbie 
Markell and Warren Schreiber

Santa’s helper waiting for him

June Bush and Henry McCoy

Mary Conaty, Emry Stavisky, Leroy 
Comrie, Carol Gresser and Toby Stavisky

Kay Glover and Margaret McGowan

Karen Koslowitz, Michael DenDekker, 
Christine Quinn and Toby Stavisky

Waiting for “The Big Moment”

John Tandena and Chet Szarejko

Steve Behar, Trudy La Forgia and Linda 
De Sabbato

Dee Richard and Tom DiNapoli

Christine Quinn and her dad

“The Big Moment”

Doing the Limbo Rock

Debbie Markell gives John Liu his 
birthday cupcakes

Tom DiNapoli and Claire Shulman

John Duane and Carol Dresser

Chet Szarejko, Frank Milewski, John Liu 
and Bozena Kaminsky

Dancing the night away

John Liu, Matthew, Debbie Markell and 
Warren Schreiber

Grace Meng, Arthur Cheliotes, Barry Kleinart, 
Tom DiNapoli, Matthew, Debbie Markell, Warren 
Schreiber, Claire Shulman and Toby Stavisky

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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PLATTDUETSCHE

RETIREMENT HOME

PLATTDUETSCHE

RETIREMENT HOME

1150 Hempstead Turnpike, Franklin Square, NY 110101150 Hempstead Turnpike, Franklin Square, NY 11010
(516) 352-4252(516) 352-4252

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 14, 2012

1:30 PM - 4:00 PM

A Place Where EVERYONE is Welcome & Well Taken Care Of

Featuring

Enjoy Affordability * Dignity * Independence

www.plattduetschehome.comVisit us on the web at           www.plattduetschehome.com
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Buckley Country Day School

Admissions Open House 
Thursday

January 19, 2012 
9:00 AM

 
516.627.1910 ext. 2701

www.buckleycountryday.com
IU Willets Road, Roslyn, NY

Columbia University Teachers College
Affiliate School

Please join us

Toddler through Eighth Grade
Beginning in their earliest years, our students 
experience a rich curriculum, engage in active 
and joyful learning, and prepare for a life of 
achievement and leadership.

Our curriculum incorporates

Enriched instruction in literacy, mathematics,   
 and science, supported by current 
 educational research

 Multiple technologies for “anytime, 
 anyplace learning”

 Study of world languages, beginning in 
 Pre-Kindergarten

 Creative self-expression through the visual
 and performing arts, including strings,   
 drama, and dance

 Emphasis on fitness and physical skills,   
 beginning in early childhood and culminating   
 in athletic competition in middle school 

Recessions are unpredictable but you need to have a plan
The economy is still reeling from the re-

cession, and the question of when the global 
economy’s struggles will end remains a 
mystery. One thing we do know is that when 
the economy does fi nally rebound, it won’t 
remain stable forever, and it’s imperative 
that men and women prepare for the next 
recession, even if that preparation begins 
before the current recession ends.

The up-and-down nature of the economy 
has made it diffi cult to plan for tomorrow, 
let alone years down the road. However, 
there are steps people can take to protect 
themselves from the next recession.

• Expect a recession every few years. 

One of the best things men and women can 
do when preparing for a recession is to un-
derstand that recession is normal and will 
likely occur every few years. When the cur-
rent recession ends, recognize that another 
one might be right around the corner. Un-
derstanding the nature of a recession helps 
men and women control their fi nances and 
be better suited to handle it when it makes 
its inevitable return.

• Reduce debt. Debt is an albatross re-
gardless of what state the economy is in, 

but carrying signifi cant debt during a re-
cession is like playing with fi re. During the 
current recession, many workers lost their 
jobs, and even those who didn’t might not 
be so lucky when the next recession arrives. 
Paying down debts now improves fi nancial 
fl exibility down the road, and that fl exibil-
ity could make the difference if the next 
recession arrives and you fi nd yourself out 
of work. If you carry substantial debt on a 

credit card, contact the company and dis-
cuss reducing your rates or even transfer-
ring the debt to a different card with lower 
rates.

• Save, save, save. Individuals should 
have an emergency fund set aside for sur-
viving a recession should they fi nd them-
selves suddenly out of work. One of the 
more astonishing things about the current 
recession was how quickly many people’s 
cash supplies dried up. An emergency fund 
should be enough to pay your bills for at 
least six months and as much as a year, if 
not more. Conventional wisdom used to 
suggest men and women have enough saved 
to get by for anywhere from three to six 
months. However, the job market remains 
so diffi cult that people can toss that conven-
tional wisdom aside and save more. This 
might sound simple, but saving has appar-
ently fallen by the wayside. A 2011 poll from 
the National Foundation for Credit Coun-
seling found that 64 percent of Americans 
would need to utilize a source other than 
their savings account to pay for a $1,000 
unplanned expense. This illustrates that 
many simply aren’t saving enough. Start 

now, even if contributions are small, and 
don’t stop saving.

• Diversify. Diversifi cation is a good 
investment strategy, but it’s also effective 
as a professional strategy. With regard to 
your portfolio, balance your assets and 
make sure all of your eggs are not in the 
same basket. With regard to income, ex-
amine new ways to make money. Diversify 
your income by doing some freelance work 
on weekends or weeknights. Even if the 
amount you earn is relatively small, it can 
be added to your savings and, should you 
fi nd yourself out of work, this extra income 
softens the blow.

• Cut back on monthly expenses. Ev-
eryone has monthly expenses they insist 
they cannot live without. Premium cable 
channels or monthly trips to the salon 
might seem like must-haves, but they’re re-
ally not. If your savings are especially low 
or your debt is especially high, cut back on 
unnecessary expenses until your savings 
has grown signifi cantly or your debt has 
been eliminated.

Metro Creative Connection
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BY ALAN KRAWITZ

Finding a job during a 
recession can be challeng-
ing for even the most skilled 
and perseverant job seeker. 
But, it’s also a fact that 
some jobs are just easier to 
find and fare better during 
economic downturns.

And, while there are 
no jobs that are truly reces-
sion-proof, there are always 
jobs that are recession-
friendly, such as those in 
the health care, education 
and service industries that 
remain relatively stable, 
more plentiful and in high-
er demand, regardless of 
economic conditions.

“The industries that 
performed best in Queens 
during the last three years 
(2007-2010) generally of-
fered basics — limited-ser-
vice eating places, waste 
collection/remediation, 
grocery stores, cable TV 
— rather than discretion-
ary purchases,” said James 
Brown, an economist with 
the state Department of 
Labor. Brown also noted 
that those industries that 
showed steady growth, in-
cluding education, social 
services and health care, 
were also not tied directly 
to the business cycle.

Recent federal job re-
ports also suggest that the 
economy may be slowly be-
ginning to recover as the 
national unemployment 
rate has fallen to 8.5 percent 
from more than 9.0 percent 
just a few months ago.

In Queens, the employ-
ment picture also bright-
ened a bit as the borough’s 
jobs increased by 1.7 percent 
from March 2010, accord-
ing to federal labor statis-
tics. Unemployment in the 
borough hit a more man-
ageable 7.5 percent by then 

end of 
N o v e m -
ber 2011, 
roughly where 
it was in 2009.

The path to 
landing a recession-
friendly job can vary 
in difficulty as different 
jobs require various levels 
of training. The training 
for a registered nurse, for 
example, involves obtain-
ing an associate’s or bach-
elor’s degree from either 
a hospital program or ac-
credited nursing school. 
Conversely, a home health 
or personal care aide re-
quires only short-term, on-
the-job training and can be 
started through one of the 
borough’s numerous home 
care agencies, such as First 
Care NY in Elmhurst.

John Devereux, chair-
man of the economics de-
partment at Queens Col-
lege, said that while 2012 
should be a better year 
overall for jobs, the econ-
omy as a whole is moving 
toward service jobs. But he 
also added that the depth 
of the financial crisis will 
give rise to new jobs as well. 
“Given the vast problems in 
the financial industry, jobs 
that will be in demand now 
include accounting and fi-
nancial risk management 
positions,” Devereux said.

Roy Cohen, a New 
York City-based careers 

coach and author of The 
Wall Street Professionals’ 
Survival Guide, concurs 
with Devereux regarding 
the availability of positions 
in compliance and risk 
management.

“As we enter 2012, fi-
nancial institutions will 
continue to be rocked by 
global financial crises, 
excessive risk taking and 
criminal activity,” Cohen 
said. “This is the only area 
in the financial services 
industry where significant 
growth is expected and 
where many opportunities 
will be created in both pri-
vate sector and governmen-
tal (regulatory) organiza-
tions.”

Cohen said that pro-
fessionals who work in 
these positions are respon-
sible for establishing rules, 
policies and guidelines; 
maintaining oversight and 
monitoring performance; 
and addressing difficult fo-
rensic matters.

Regarding experience 

and skills, Cohen 
said that former bankers, 
credit professionals, attor-
neys, forensic accountants 
and traders can easily 
transfer skills for jobs in 
compliance and risk man-
agement.

Jobs in education are 
almost always a safe bet and 
recent federal occupational 
outlook statistics show that 
professors, teachers and 
teaching assistants will 
continue to be in demand 
well into the next decade. 

The only limiting fac-
tor for teaching jobs is that 
most require a college de-
gree, from a bachelor’s for 
elementary school teachers 
to advanced degrees for col-
lege professors. Teaching 
assistant positions require 
much less training, consist-
ing usually of short-term, 
on-the-job training. Also, 
training for education po-
sitions is readily available 
through most colleges and 
universities in the borough 
such as Queens College, 
Queensboro Community 
College or St. John’s Uni-
versity.

“Many openings 
are available in nonprofit 
organizations in Queens 
and beyond,” said Barbara 
Lehrer, president of Beacon 
Staffing in Roslyn. Lehrer, 
whose agency works with 
many Queens-based non-
profits including Catholic 
Charities, Salvation Army 
and FEGS Health and Hu-
man Services Systems, 
said that some of her non-
profit clients have a diffi-
cult time filling a variety of 
positions from social work-
ers and nutritionists to 
group home managers and 
job placement specialists. 
“There are many openings 
at all levels from workers 
to middle- and upper-level 
managers,” she said.

The training require-
ments vary from as little 
as high school diplomas 
or better for certain home 
care programs to profes-
sional degrees for positions 
in psychology, social work 
and nutrition.

And while the phrase 
“Do you want fries with 
that?” has become some-
thing of a joke/cliché to sig-
nal a lower level or service 
job, the realm of service 

jobs will continue to grow 
into the next decade, ac-
cording to federal and state 
labor stats as well as econo-
mists.

Former Flushing 
resident Gyutae Park, who 
helps run the personal fi-
nance website www.mon-
eycrashers.com, said some 
of the best jobs that require 
no experience include bill 
collectors, security guards, 
garbage collectors, and 
truck drivers, all of which 
can also provide substan-
tial sources of income.

Park also said that jobs 
in the hospitality industry, 
which can include all types 
of hotel and restaurant 
workers, usually don’t re-
quire too much training, 
and they are usually pretty 
easy to find.

“You need to possess a 
certain skill set, including 
multi-tasking and perform-
ing under pressure, but 
the manual skills required 
to perform effectively in 
this industry can be easily 
learned,” he says, adding 
that sales associates, which 
are part of one of the best 
career fields for the future, 
are another area that de-
pends more on work ethic 
than education or work 
training, while also offer-
ing huge earning potential.

Park’s moneycrashers.
com offers visitors all types 
of financial and career-
related advice from how to 
manage money and invest-
ment strategies to writing 
a resumé, looking for jobs 
and how to best prepare for 
the job interview.

“2012 will be a better 
year for our economy,” De-
vereux said. “We will re-
cover, but it will be a slow 
process.”

Working through this Great Recession
Despite economic downturn, several industries continue to hire and will grow in years to come
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A job interview can be a 
nerve-wracking experience 
for applicants. Those who 
enter an interview with a 
host of qualifi cations may 
still fi nd themselves nervous 
at the prospect of discussing 
a position they’re interested 
in with a complete stranger.

Such nervousness is nor-
mal, but many job seekers 
still hope for ways to make 
themselves more comfort-
able when interviewing for 
a job. There are several ways 
to do just that, and men and 
women — both young and 
old and experienced and in-
experienced — should recog-
nize that interviewing takes 
some dedication and hard 
work. Resumés do some-
times speak for themselves, 
but the following tips can go 
a long way toward helping 
job seekers make a strong 
fi rst impression.

• Say something before 

you even open your mouth. 
Nonverbal communication 
is an important part of the 
interview process. Good pos-
ture, a fi rm handshake and 
making eye contact can set 
a positive tone at a job inter-
view and makes a strong fi rst 
impression. When arriving 
at an offi ce for an interview, 
don’t slouch in a chair while 
waiting for the interviewer 
to arrive. Sit straight up and 
avoid nervous behavior such 
as toe-tapping or checking 
the time.

• Be a good listener. 

Many job seekers have prac-
ticed what they’re going to 
say countless times in the 
days leading up to an im-
portant interview. Prepara-
tion is important, but it’s 
just as important to listen 
to the interviewer through-
out the interview. Avoid 
simply waiting your turn to 
speak before spouting off a 

rehearsed answer. The in-
terviewer is providing valu-
able information, which ap-
plicants should use in their 
responses to questions.

• Remain professional. 
Job seekers should always re-
main professional and avoid 
coming off as overly famil-
iar. Such an attitude might 
make it appear as though 
you aren’t taking the inter-
view seriously and aren’t 
very interested in the job. 
Staying too rigid through-
out the interview is also not 
a good way to make a fi rst 
impression. It’s acceptable to 
allow the interviewer to set 
the tone of the interview, but 
it’s also important to land 
somewhere between rigidity 
and being overly familiar.

• Be specifi c when an-

swering questions. Ap-
plicants must distinguish 
themselves from one an-
other. When the interviewer 
asks a question about a past 

job experience or project, be 
specifi c with your answer. If 
need be, take time to answer 
the question. Thoughtfully 
answering a question is al-
ways better than spouting 
off the fi rst response that 
comes to mind.

• Ask your own ques-

tions. At some point during 
the interview, applicants 
will be asked if they have 
any questions for the inter-
viewer. Applicants should 
always ask questions, which 
demonstrates interest in 
the position. Failing to ask 
a question will likely put 
an awkward end to the in-
terview. When asking ques-
tions, base them on previous 
statements from the inter-
viewer to show you have 
been listening and would 
like to know more about the 
position and the company.

Metro Creative Connec-
tion

So you got that big interview, 
now how do you ace it?

CONTINUING
E D U C A T I O N

  718-631-6343    www.qcc.cuny.edu/conted    222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364    Library 118P    ...

JOIN US FOR OUR 
SPRING 

OPEN HOUSE
January 21st 9:30am–12pm

222-05 56th Ave. Bayside, NY 11364
Medical Arts Atrium

Find out about all of our exciting course offerings,
meet faculty & staff, and register!

Visit www.qcc.cuny.edu/conted for more information
or call 718.631.6343

SCAN HERE 
FOR OUR
WEBSITE

VINCENT SMITH SCHOOL 
SUCCESS BEGINS at Long Island’s Premier School That Addresses the  
Needs of Reluctant Learners and Students with a Variety of Learning 

Differences including ADHD, Language-based Learning Disability, 
Nonverbal Learning Disability, and Asperger’s Disorder. 

 

                           

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2012 – NOON – 3:00 PM 

                                      
 
 
 

   Registered by the New York State Board of Regents 
   Accredited by the New York State Association of Independent Schools 
   The Vincent Smith School is a non-profit corporation and  
   is open to all without regard to race, creed, color, or national origin.                

“It’s Okay to Learn Differently” 

Differentiated  Instruction 
Small Supportive Classes 
Structured Environment 

Self-advocacy through unique 
S.A.M. Program 

College/ Career Counseling 
Social Cognition Skills Training 

Grades 4-12 

322 Port Washington Blvd., Port Washington, NY 11050 
Call (516) 365-4900 Or Visit Our Website at  www.vincentsmithschool.org  



C
AREERS & E

DUCATION  • 
  TIM

ESL
EDGER, J

AN. 12-18, 20 12

TL

27

Find Yourself . . .
        Be Yourself . . . 
Become a St. Agnes Student

13-20 124th Street
College Point, NY 11356

718.353.6276 • www.stagneshs.org

Come and see for yourself as St. Agnes is truly a “must see” school nestled in 
the lovely, small town community of College Point, Queens. We were founded 
by the Sisters of St. Dominic in 1908 and the Sisters continue to administer at 
St. Agnes.

Who should attend?
8th Graders looking to make their final 
decision after having received their letter 
of acceptance.

Students who were unable to take the 
Catholic HS Entrance Exam (TACHS). 

Transfer High School Students welcome. 

St. Agnes is a small, all-girls college preparatory school where you will 
be known by name and appreciated for your personal ability and talent.

•  Increased college credit courses  
 and AP courses.

• Honors program in every area 
 of the curriculum.

• Spring SAT Prep. Course for   
 Juniors in conjunction with the   
 boys from Holy Cross High School.

• On-sight College Admission   
 Program.

• Science Research Program in   
 conjunction with the University of  
 Albany allowing students to earn  
 up to twelve college credits.

• The Religious Studies Program at 
 St. Agnes instills an understanding 
 of being Catholic/Christian while  
 fostering the student’s personal 
 relationship with God and each other.

• Competitive teams in just about  
 every sport.

• Championship cheerleading team,  
 dance team, step team, 
 photography club, Zumba club,  
 just to name a few.

• Affiliation with the New York 
 Hospital of Queens student 
 volunteer program.

Our State of the Art Dance Studio 

Coming 
Summer 2012 . . .

WinterOpen House8th Grade Information NightThursday, January 196:00 pm - 7:30 pm

Architecture Rendering
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Sluggish job market requires improved job seeking skills
Though the job market has gradually 

begun to recover, many men and women 
are still out of work. The unemployment 
rate in the United States is hovering around 
8.5 percent as of this month.

With such a staggering unemployment 
figure, finding a job can seem like scaling 
Mt. Everest. But there are steps job seekers 
can take to ensure their job search is more 
smooth than stressful.

• Decide what you’re looking for. 
Job seekers who begin a job just hoping 
to land a job are less likely to find a posi-
tion they will love and stick with. It’s un-
derstandable to accept a job offer in the 
current economic climate even if it isn’t a 
dream job, but men and women who can af-
ford to wait out their job search should ex-
ercise patience instead of simply accepting 
the first offer to come along.

Before beginning a search, determine 
exactly what you want to do. Avoid being 
vague and be as specific as possible when 
discussing your goals with friends or a 
professional headhunter. The more vague 
you are, the more likely you are to wade 
through thousands of listings, none of 
which might be what you’re truly looking 

for. The goal is to find legitimate leads you 
want to follow up on, not hundreds of leads 
that will waste your time.

• Target specific companies. Just 
as your career goals should be specific, so 
should the companies you’re targeting. Job 
seekers can make use of company websites 
to learn about particular companies with-
in their targeted industry. If certain com-
panies are more appealing than others, 
target those that appear to be the best fit.

Once this background research has 

been completed, consult men and women 
within your professional network to see 
if they can offer any input into the compa-
nies that most appeal to you. This can help 
confirm or deny your first impression of 
the company, and might even yield a name 
you can contact to discuss potential job 
openings.

• Build your network. Even if you are 
currently unemployed, you can still build 
your professional network. While you 
might not have daily contact with individ-

uals in your industry, you can work with 
professional organizations to build your 
network while you’re out of work. Profes-
sional organizations often offer seminars 
that serve as valuable opportunities to stay 
in touch with the industry and meet others 
who are currently working in the industry 
or looking to get back in.

Another way to build a network is to 
reconnect with your school’s alumni net-
work. Such networks are typically exten-
sive and can be a great place to start your 
job search.

• Volunteer. While looking for a job, 
consider offering your time free of charge, 
particularly if you’re looking to change 
careers. Volunteering your time is a great 
way to get your foot in the door and can 
provide valuable insight as to what the in-
dustry is really like. While this might seem 
like a long shot, many companies today are 
understaffed and might welcome you with 
open arms. Keep in mind a successful vol-
unteer relationship is beneficial to both 
parties, so don’t be reticent to propose this 
idea to companies you are interested in 
working for.

Metro Creative Connection

631.656.2110            305 N. Service Road  Dix Hills, New York 11746        www.ftc.edu

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N TA R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C AT I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
• JOURNALISM• MASS COMMUNICATION • MUSIC TEACHER EDUCATION • MUSIC BUSINESS • MUSIC PERFORMANCE  • THEATRE ARTS

www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Open House
• Learn about our Degree 

   & Internship Programs 

 • Meet with Admissions & Financial 
     Aid Representatives

   • Presentations & Demonstrations 
        in our Professional Studios

    • Scholarships Available  

Saturday, January 14 at 1 pm  

Spring Classes 
Start January 24 !
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Unemployment rates may still be high 
and the opportunities out there in specifi c 
careers might be waning, but there is one 
job sector that may be promising — health-
care.

Statistics from the U.S. Department of 
Labor indicate that 3.2 million jobs will be 
created by 2018 in the healthcare industry. 
Other forecasters say that with an aging 
population who will provide the demand 
for healthcare workers, jobs in the health 
sector make sense as a stable career option. 
Plus, there are more opportunities for hire.

But what healthcare jobs are out there 
for those who don’t currently have a medi-
cal degree, nor the time to devote to a long 
education or much additional schooling? 
As it turns out, plenty.

• Dental assistant: This career is one 
of the fastest-growing careers in health-
care, according to industry experts. While 
formal schooling may not be needed and 
some dentists train on-site, there’s better 
opportunity for those who have completed 
a training program. Some dental assistant 
diploma or certifi cate programs can be 
completed in as little as a year. The median 
expected salary for a typical dental assis-
tant in the United States is $32,969.

• Registered nurse: Nurses are often 
the unsung heroes of the healthcare indus-
try. Though doctors may get all the glory, 
it’s often nurses who provide the much-
needed, behind-the-scenes care that com-
plements a doctor’s expertise. Applicants 
can consider earning a two-year associates 

degree in nursing to get started in the fi eld 
and then continue their education and cer-
tifi cation as they advance. According to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the average 
salary of a registered nurse in the United 
States is $67,720.

• Pharmacy technician: The world of 
pharmaceuticals continues to grow. A 2009 
story in Forbes magazine indicated that 
11.6 prescriptions are issued per person in 
the U.S. each year. West Virgina is the state 
with the highest number of scripts per cap-
ita. With so many prescriptions issued each 
year, the demand for pharmacy employees 
is increasing. Assistants can generally 
complete a certifi cate program which may 
be as short as six months. Pharmacy techs 
earn an average salary of $32,600, accord-
ing to Salary.com.

• Hospice care worker: Whether pro-
viding home hospice care or working in 
a facility, these workers provide support 
and assistance to the elderly or individuals 
with illnesses that restrict their ability to 
care for themselves. Hospice care is often 
end-of-life care and requires a special level 
of devotion from workers. Depending on the 
program, a bachelor’s degree in nursing 
and a state certifi cation may be all that’s 
necessary to become a hospice technician. 
Salaries can range from $35,000 to $60,000.

Students who have just begun college 
and are not yet in the job market may want 
to consider fi ne tuning their majors to coor-
dinate with a career in healthcare.

Metro Creative Connection

The growing healthcare fi eld 
presents new opportunities
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CITY TECH

WHERE CAN
TECHNOLOGY
TAKE YOU?
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

S.O.A.R. Ahead this Summer 

Vincent Smith School’s 

Social Opportunities And Remediation Program 

Enroll Now! 

Session 1:  July 9– July 20 
Session 2: July 23—August 3 

Session 3: August 6-August 17 

 

Program Overview  

S.O.A.R. is a student directed program that provides  students 
in grades 4-8 the opportunity to remediate, maintain, or enrich 
their skill sets in the areas of reading, wri�ng, math and social 
cogni�on. 

Students meet daily from 9:00am-12:00pm with NYS cer�fied 
instructors who u�lize mul�sensory teaching methods to cre-
ate individualized curriculum for each student in a 5:1 ra�o, as 
well as focus on social cogni�on by u�lizing Michelle Garcia 
Winner’s Superflex Curriculum. 

Contact Vincent Smith School for Enrollment Information Today: 

322 Port Washington Blvd., Port Washington, NY 11050 

Telephone: (516) 365-4900    Fax: (516) 627-5648 — www.vincentsmithschool.org 

Registered by the New York State Board of Regents—Accredited by the New York State Associa�on of Independent School 

The Vincent Smith School is a non-profit corpora�on and is open to all without regard to race, creed, or na�on origin. 

Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations of New Yorkers the freshest milk in the city
from local New York farms. As NYC’s only dairy, our familyowned
company has remained committed to
staying right here in the community.

We provide jobs to local residents, deliver
nutritious milk to public schools, and go out
of our way to distribute products to your
neighborhood corner store, something many
bigger companies simply won’t do. That
means when you buy our fresh, local milk,
your dollars go back to the people and places
you care about most.

Elmhurst Dairy—the feelgood choice that’s also fresh!

7185263442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

Local New York Milk.
FarmFresh and FamilyOwned.

Buy local.
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HOUSE

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SCHOOL 
21-63 29th Street, Astoria, NY 11105

A Middle States Accredited School  

Over 88 Years of Excellence in Education

OPEN HOUSE DATES: 
January 30th–February 4th, 8:30–10:30am 

Friday, February 3rd: Free Multicultural Family Night, 6:30–8:00pm

Just the Two of Us for Toddlers 18-36 Months — 90 minute session 1 or 2 Day Programs 
Nursery program for Three Year Olds — Half or Full Day, 2, 3, or 5 Day Programs 

Pre-Kindergarten for Four Year Olds — Half or Full Day, 5 Day Program 
Kindergarten for Five Year Olds — Full 5 Day Program 

Elementary School for First Grade through Eighth Grade

Annual Science Fair, and Family Events

Registration begins January 30th and will continue weekdays from 9:00am to 11:00am 

For more information please contact us at: 

(718) 728-1969  
Visit us at our website at www.icsastoria.org and follow us on Facebook

Come Celebrate Catholic Schools Week With Us!



BY ALAN KRAWITZ

Longtime Kew Gardens’ resident Sandy Ryan can 
sum up most of her days with three simple, if not exhaust-
ing, verbs: Run, paint, teach.

“Lately, I’m always doing one of three activities. If 
I’m not running or training, then I’m painting or teach-
ing,” said Ryan, who grew up in western Pennsylvania and 
moved to New York City in the late 1970s. 

Ryan, who teaches art at two Catholic schools in the 
borough and has been painting for more than 20 years 
specializes in watercolors and oils and has painted a va-
riety of iconic locations from Kissena Lake in Flushing 
and Manhattan Bridge in Brooklyn to Little Neck Bay and 

crowd scenes from the old Shea Stadium. 
An admirer of French artist Edgar Degas, known for 

his work painting dancers and nudes, Ryan has also ex-
panded into painting nudes as part of the Barebrush Art-
ist Association.

“Last February I was part of a group show called My 
Nude Valentine, to celebrate the art of the nude and try to 
tear down barriers,” she said. “It was a great show.”

Although Ryan said that gallery shows have been 
very slow, mainly due to the struggling economy, she 
reports that her prints have been selling well. “I think 
they’re more affordable for people who like art but really 
can’t afford paintings.”

Prints can often be purchased for about $20-$30 while 

paintings and commissioned works can be several hun-
dred dollars.

Ryan says that in the last couple of years her mara-
thon running and training for triathlons has had the 
greatest impact on her work as an artist.

“When I’m running, I come up with great art ideas,” 
she said. “Running and art are very integrated for me … 
art and marathon running are very introspective pur-
suits.” She added that some of her most creative ideas have 
come to her during long marathon runs.

To date, Ryan has run two New York City Marathons 
— 2007 and 2010 — and in the near future she is on track 
to do a half marathon (13.1 miles) in Flushing Meadows 

TO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DININGAATO THE ARTS, ENTERTATO THE ARTS, ENTERTA
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A work by Sandy Ryan 
inspired by her triathlon 
competitions. 
Image courtesy Sandy Ryan
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While I continue to 
look for a new venue for 
The Outrageous For-

tune Company, homeless 
these past 18 months, Sofia 

Landon Geier and her Uni-

ty Stage Company contin-
ue to demonstrate that good 
theater can be performed 
almost anywhere.  Estab-
lished in 2009, Unity has 
found space in back rooms 
of restaurants, community 
centers, churches, base-
ments, and you name it. 
Where there’s a will there’s 
a way, and Geier has the 

determination, energy and 
talent to make sure that her 
company succeeds.

“Increasing visibil-
ity is essential,” she says. 
“The more people get to 
see us, the better it is.” And 
Unity, in its short history, 
has been quite visible in 
Sunnyside and Western 
Queens, with full-length 
theater productions, chil-
dren’s theater, afterschool 
performing arts and choral 
music programs, and city 
park tours. Recently, it ran 
its soon-to-be annual Figgy 
Pudding Short Play Fest, 
four evenings of original 
works, selected from over 
200 submissions, all with 
funny takes on the Christ-
mas season.

Geier, a native of Mon-
treal, moved south at an 
early age to the Chicago 

suburbs, eventually find-
ing her way to New York, 
where she is now living in 
Sunnyside with her hus-

band Ted, daughter M.J. 
(Martha Joan), and her al-
most family member Nasi, 
a young woman from South 

Africa. Another daughter, 
Hallie, died in an auto ac-
cident some years ago, but 
lives on in the Love, Hallie 
Foundation, which pro-
motes youth philanthropy 
and making the world a 
better place — learn more 
at www.LoveHallie.org.

For more than 25 years, 
prior to Unity’s birth, Geier 
enjoyed a varied and suc-
cessful career as an actor, 
director, playwright and 
TV scriptwriter. She made 
it to Broadway with “The 
Nerd,” by Larry Shue, at 
the Helen Hayes Theatre, 
while you stay-at-homes 
may have seen her on some 
of the soap operas. A co-
founder of Albany’s Capi-

tal Repertory Theatre, 
Geier spends a lot of time 
these days teaching acting 
to children and adults and 

coaching actors in all me-
dia.

 Unity’s debut produc-
tion, “Loyalties” by John 

Galsworthy, received an 
acting nomination from 
New York Innovative 

Theatre Awards, an orga-
nization that recognizes the 
best of Off Off Broadway. 
Another rarity directed by 
Geier was “Six Cylinder 
Love,” a comedy about “car-
lust” set in 1921. Coming 
up this spring, subject to 
available rights, will be the 
Queens and Long Island de-
but of “God of Carnage.”

Unity is looking to 
expand its board. With 
all its activities — plays, 
readings, classes, commu-
nity and charitable work 
— the company is looking 
to grow, hopefully one day 

Answers in Sports

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Unity Stage: A shining grassroots theater project
Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Sofia Landon Geier founded the Unity Stage Company as a grass-
roots effort to bring theater to people of all ages in Queens. 

Photo courtesy Sofia Landon Geier

Continued on Page 35



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
AN. 12-18, 2012 

WE

35

to find a permanent home. 
Among a bunch of testimo-
nials listed on its website 
— www.UnityStage.org — 
one admiring parent says: 
“Unity Stage is a treasure 
to the Queens community. 

Kids love the experience of 
putting on a real show, and 
it’s a treat for families to 
see their children blossom 
into confident performers.”

I first met Geier when 
she directed “Yellow Face” 
by David Henry Hwang, 
a major highlight in the 

50-play history of The Out-
rageous Fortune Company. 
So I can personally attest 
to her skill, determination 
and sensitivity. And she’s a 
good audience.

Keep a look out for 
Unity Stage — try it, you’ll 
like it.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at rbh24@Columbia.edu.

Corona Park this March 
and then a 10-mile race in 
Austin, Texas followed by 
a 10-mile race in Philadel-
phia, all leading up to No-
vember’s 2012 New York 
City Marathon.

And, in the last two 
years, Ryan has launched 
herself into the world of 
triathlons where she has 
again experienced a unique 
synergy that has bolstered 
her passion to create.

“Triathlons have giv-
en me many new ideas,” 
said Ryan, describing a 
recent work called “Hats” 
that pictures her putting on 
her bicycle helmet, a swim 
cap and a running cap. “To 
me, it’s funny because I 
love hats,” she admits. “I’m 
always torn between the 
athlete and the feminine 
woman.”

Yet another work, 
Ryan said, was based upon 
a triathlon she did last sum-
mer on the Jersey Shore. “I 
was nervous and I looked 
around and thought, ‘This 
would be a great painting,’ 
as I looked at other athletes 
getting restless as more life-
guards were called in due 
to the increasingly rough 

waters.” She recalls get-
ting a “great painting” out 
of the experience, it’s the 
cover photo on her website, 
www.sandyryanart.com.

But, Ryan says she still 
likes challenge of mara-
thon running. “There’s lots 
of training that leads up to 
full marathons,” she says, 
noting that she just did 13 
miles as part of a training 
run a few days ago.

Asked about what it 
was like to run the New 
York City Marathon, she 
compared it to being a rock 
star. “The fans are just 
great. Some of them even 
wear your shirt,” Ryan 
said. Further, she added 
that few vistas compare 
to that of looking out from 
atop the Verrazano Bridge 
“It’s an awesome feeling.”

Moreover, Ryan says 
she never wants to lose 
sight of being a woman in 

her art or her athletic en-
deavors.

“I always try to incor-
porate femininity into my 
works about running,” she 
says. “Whether I’m run-
ning or painting, I want to 
be a woman first and not a 
‘tough guy,’” Ryan said. She 
recalled former tennis star 
Chris Everett as helping 
to bring femininity to the 
game of tennis.

Ryan is always cogni-
zant of her femininity and 
she doesn’t want hers or 
any other woman’s to be 
lost to the rigorous pace of 
marathon running.

“You can have success 
in both art and running at 
the same time.”

Ryan says she feels her 
running and her art are 
inspirations. “My running 
makes me a better artist 
and vice versa.”

Continued from Page 33

An abstract work by Sandy Ryan titled “Earthen Vessel.” 
Image courtesy Sandy Ryan

KECDE! — Councilman Leroy 
Comrie will present the 
company in honor of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s birthday.
When: Jan. 16, 1 pm
Where: York College 
Performing Arts Center, 
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., 
Jamaica
Contact: (718) 262-2000
Website: www.york.cuny.edu

Jackson Heights 3am — Peer 
into the world of a lovesick 
livery cab driving working the 

midnight shift, complete with 
sex workers, drag queens, 
ER doctors, gamblers and 
insomniacs. From the creators 
of 167 Tongues and You Are Now 

the Owner of This 
Suitcase.
When: Jan. 27–Feb. 

5, Friday 7:30 pm, Saturday 8 
pm; Sunday 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Sterling Glen of Great 
Neck, 96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great 
Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman - robin@lovecoach.
com (516) 732-0911

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Across
  1. Ad-lib like Ella 
  5. Fertile soil 
10. “Hey there!” 
14. Arm bone 
15. 1980’s series, with “The” 
16. Biographical beginning 
17. Coquette
18. Michael Jackson hit 
20. Fancy parties 
22. Like some House seats 
23. My Name Is ___ (Jason 
       Lee series) 
24. Best of the best 
25. ___ Rica 
27. Christmas list item 
28. Anecdotes
32. Altar site 
33. ___-Hur
34. R and R spot 
35. Conservative intro 
36. Dispute strongly 
38. “Spoon bender” Geller 
39. Curmudgeonlike
41. Chicken-king tie 
42. Berth place? 
43. 3 on a par 5 
44. Kind of view 
45. Food and shelter, e.g. 
46. “Hammerin’ Hank” 
48. Bunker or Capitol 
49. Coped with change 
52. Execution frame 
55. Rick Springfield’s 1981 hit 
57. Bill from France 
58. Away from gusts 
59. Adjective for a seance 
60. Big cake layer 
61. Audition, in a way 
62. Election night data 
63. Mailed out 

Down
  1. Additional answers? 
  2. Ad agency award 
  3. John Denver wrote it for 
       his wife 

  4. Figure in brackets? 
  5. Chanel or Calvin Klein 
  6. American soul singer 
       Redding 
  7. Amazon zapper 
  8. Earnings
  9. Clobber, biblically 
10. Attire to retire in 
11. Case maker? 
12. All-male bash 
13. Color shade 
19. Ecstatic 
21. A little bit of history 
24. Hold in check 
25. Birch bark vessel 
26. Aida or Tosca
27. Billfold bill 
29. 1963 Kingsmen hit 
30. Behaved humanly? 
31. Awakens 
33. Baby in blue 
34. Genetic abbr. 
36. Concoct
37. Common street name 
40. Passed, as years 

42. Air gun ammo 
44. Ebbets Field player 
45. 0, in soccer scores 
47. Adjust the clock 
48. Ordered into court 
49. A bit cracked? 
50. Copy editor’s mark 
51. Away from the shore 
52. Amused look 
53. Architect and bird 
54. Arrange logically 
56. Bad temper 

Hell is full of musical
amateurs.

• • • George Bernard Shaw

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
DOUBLE  TIME

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
By Bill Deasy

TimesLedger Newspapers
Jan. 12-18, 2012

Name That Tune
W

A

Continued from Page 34

Unity Stage

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
CONCERTS

Clifford Owens: Anthology 
performance — Live with 
selected scores - written or 
graphical instructions for 
actions- of African-American 
art.
When: Jan. 14, 3 pm

Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 784-2084; 
momaps1.org

Oratorio Society of Queens 
First Rehearsal — OSQ will 
be rehearsing the Beethoven 
“Mass in C Major, Op. 86,” 
operatic highlights and the best 

of America’s musical heritage 
- all refl ecting a wide range 
of music that is the American 
choral experience - for our 
Annual Spring Concert on 
Sunday, May 20.
When: Jan. 16, 7:45 pm
Where: Temple Beth Sholom, 
172nd Street and Northern 
Boulevard, Flushing

STAGE 
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248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

45-52 Bell Blvd • Bayside
718-428-9727 (WRAP)

Full menu at 
www.mmmthatsawrap.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING  FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

For Reservations Call 
(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

i h T ik � Fl l P k NY

230 Jericho Turnpike, 
Floral Park, NY 11001 
T: 516-354-8185 
F: 516-354-8190

 www.BobsNY.com

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606
Open 7 days noon-11pm

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

STEAK & SEAFOOD GRILL

13-46  127th Street, College Point | 917.563.5352

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537

Asian Fusion & Sushi Bar
38-05 Bell Blvd., Bayside | 718-631-1188
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

CAREER DAY
City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. spoke to two fourth-grade class-
es at Astoria’s PS 70 during their annual career day. Vallone, who at-
tends every career day in his district, encourages young students to 
pursue many interests, but stresses the importance of community 
involvement.

CLEAN SWEEP
City Councilman Daniel Dromm (c.) participated in a 
street cleaning program organized by the Sindhu-USA 
Welfare Society, a Nepalese community-based organi-
zation. A group of 75 people, including students from 
the Bryant High School Nepalese organization, gath-
ered to clean up the pedestrian plaza on 37th Road in 
Jackson Heights and all the surrounding streets in the 
lower 70s from Roosevelt to 37th avenue.

FASTER, HIGHER, STRONGER
At New York Road Runners’ first Jamboree of the 
school year, four young runners from PS 197 in 
Far Rockaway cleaned up! The Mighty Milers won 
first place in their heats. Pictured are the runners 
with gym teacher Richard Reiss and the character 
Sportacus, from the television show “LazyTown.”

HISPANIC PRIDE
State Assemblyman Mike Miller held an event at the Legacy Center in 
Glendale to honor the contributions of the local Latino community. Pictured 
are Deputy Inspector Armando DeLeon (top l.-r.), Pastor Albuquerque, Pastor 
Frank Lorenzo, Police Officer Jose Severino, Miller and Tony Jimenez; and 
Jorge Muñoz (bottom l.-r.), Summer Martinez, Elizabeth DeLaCruz, and Pastor 
Jordan Durso.

MONEY WELL SPENT
City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer announced that he is making $125,000 
in capital funding available to create a dedicated teen library space at the 
Queens Library branch in Woodside. Pictured with library card holders 
are Farjana Aktar, 12 (l.-r.); Queens Library President Thomas Galante; Van 
Bramer; and Risky Abdullah, 11.

RACINO REVIEW
State Sen. Joe Addabbo (r.) and state Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder 
(l.) get an update on construction at Resorts World New York from 
Genting’s Christian Goode.

SOLE SISTERS
City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (bottom row, c.) joined her “Sole 
Sisters” of Community Board 5 and hundreds of New Yorkers to raise 
awareness and support for the American Cancer Society as a partici-
pant in the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 5k through Corona.

TECH CAMPUS
U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney, state Sen. Michael Gianaris, Long Island 
City Partnership President Gayle Baron and business and commu-
nity leaders in Queens voiced their support for Applied Sciences 
NYC, a Bloomberg administration initiative that will site a state-
of-the-art applied sciences campus on Roosevelt Island. Pictured 
are David Brause, chairman of the Long Island City Business 
Improvement District (l.-r.); Baron; Maloney; and Gianaris.

VALUE THE VETS
City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (l.-r.) joined U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley and Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley at the Middle 
Village Veterans Day Parade. He also attended a ceremony fol-
lowing the parade.
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BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

The country’s unem-
ployment rate dropped for 
the fourth straight month 
to a three-year low of 8.5 
percent in December, ac-
cording to statistics re-
leased Friday by the U.S. 
Department of Labor.

The department said 
200,000 jobs were added last 
month.

Sectors that had the 
biggest gains were manu-
facturing and health care 
— both 23,000 jobs added 
— and food service, which 
added 24,000.

Since the unemploy-
ment rate was stagnant 
at 9.1 percent from June 
through August, the num-
ber of people looking for 
work has been slowly de-

creasing.
In November, 8.7 per-

cent of Americans were un-
employed.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) said the 
report was encouraging but 
called on her colleagues to 
pass the president’s jobs 
bill.

“December’s job gains 
were a strong way to end 
the year, but if we’re to 
make a real dent in the 
unemployment rate, both 
sides in Congress need to 
come together and pass the 
president’s jobs bill and the 
full-year payroll tax cut,” 
she said in a statement. 
“Americans have been 
waiting for more than a 
year for the House major-
ity to put forward a plan to 
create jobs. So far, Republi-

cans have done nothing to 
address the most vital issue 
for the American public.”

Her colleague, Rep. 
Gary Ackerman (D-Bay-
side), agreed.

“The latest unemploy-
ment figures are welcome 
and they’re a positive sign. 
But they further demon-
strate that much more must 
be done,” Ackerman said. 

“As millions of Americans 
continue to look for work, 
Congressional Republicans 
still refuse to hold a vote 
on President Obama’s jobs 
bill, and they continue to 
do little to improve our 
economy.”

The monthly jobs re-
port is one of the major in-
dicators used to measure 
the health of the economy.

Teenagers between 16 
and 19 years old had the 
highest unemployment rate 
in December at 23.1 percent. 
Adults with a bachelor’s 
degree and higher had the 
lowest rate at 4.1 percent.

The unemployment 
rate for adult men — 8 per-
cent — was slightly higher 
than the 7.9 percent of adult 
women who were without a 
job.

Among racial groups, 
blacks had the highest un-
employment rate at 15.8 
percent while Asians had 
the lowest at 6.8 percent. 
One in 11 Hispanics in the 
country were unemployed 
in December and 7.5 per-
cent of whites did not have 
a job.

Among adults 25 and 
older, those with less than 
a high school diploma had 
the highest unemployment 
rate at 13.8 percent — half 
a percentage point higher 
than November.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISERS

Richard Kaglic, of the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, talks 
about recent unemployment figures in New Bern, N.C. 

AP Photo/New Bern Sun Journal, Byron Holland

Powerful You! Women’s 
Network —  A new Queens 
chapter of the national 
organization that empowers 
and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual 
lives.
When: Third Tuesday each 
month, noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers 
$40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 
Douglaston Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, 
gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.net, 
(718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  
Led by Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 
35-01 Bell Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer 
at HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 
423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 

Titans) Weekly Meeting —  BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that 
allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or 
specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to 
further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact 
chapter president Martin Koos 
to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf 
Course, 202-12 Willets Point 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 
488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals 
Chapter —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only 
one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to 
join a chapter. BNI Provides 
positive, supportive and 
structured environment to 
further business through 
word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 

president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union 
Tnpk., Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 
276-8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.
com

The Eastern Queens and 
Long Island Networking 
Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses 
today’s challenges and helps 
form alliances.  Relationships 
are built. Facilitator is 
Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, 
entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with 
contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of 
every month
Cost: $20, includes food from 
Marcella’s Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. 
Payment benefi ts the Ronald 
McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House 
of Long Island, 267-07 76th Ave., 
New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, 

St. Nicholas Day Dinner 
Dance.
When: Jan. 15, 2–6 pm
Where: St. Josaphat’s Roman 
Catholic Church, 34-32 210th St., 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 229-1663

99th Annual Building Awards 
and Reception — Jeffrey 
Levine will receive the Lifetime 
Achievement Award.
When: Jan. 19, 6 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 

Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce 718-760-
0064; Administration 718-760-
0686; www.queenstheatre.org

Economy adds 200K jobs in December
Blacks have highest unemployment rate in nation at 15.8%, followed by Hispanics and whites
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Memorials to

Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Stalled negotiations be-
tween the city Department 
of Education and the Unit-
ed Federation of Teachers 
over a teacher-evaluation 
system could contribute to 
Queens schools losing their 
share of hundreds of mil-
lions of federal education 
dollars.

On Monday, U.S. Sec-
retary of Education Arne 
Duncan said New York state 
had made significant prog-
ress during its first year 
under the Race to the Top 
program but that a recent 
roadblock could threaten 
key reform initiatives.

“Backtracking on re-
form commitments could 
cost the state hundreds of 
millions of dollars for im-
proving New York schools,” 
he said in a statement.

The state was awarded 
nearly $7 million through 
the program, about $1.5 
million of which has been 
allocated through the first 
year. In its year-end report, 
the U.S. DOE cited setbacks 
on the local and state lev-
els involving development 
of a system for evaluating 

teachers and principals.
The announcement 

comes on the heels of a de-
cision by state Education 
Commissioner John King 
Jr. earlier this month to 
suspend payment of federal 
School Improvement Grant 
dollars to the city’s — as 
well as nine other school 
districts’ — lowest-per-
forming schools following 
a Dec. 31 deadline the state 
set for the city and its union 
to reach an agreement.

Under the SIG pro-
gram, the city allocated 
more than $14.5 million to 
nine borough high schools 
this year  — Newtown, 
Grover Cleveland, Queens 

Vo c at ion a l -T e c h n ic a l , 
Flushing, August Martin, 
Richmond Hill, John Ad-
ams, William Cullen Bry-
ant and Long Island City 
— which they have been 
using for a variety of strate-
gies, including hiring new 
teachers, adding extended 
time to the school day, mak-
ing capital upgrades and 
working with outside or-
ganizations to implement 
either a transformation or 
restart strategy.

“The deadline is real, 
the funding is suspended,” 
he said, though the city told 
the schools to continue with 
their programs.

The main sticking 

point between the DOE 
and UFT seems to be what 
happens to teachers who 
are rated ineffective.  The 
union wants a mutually 
agreed-upon, third-party 
arbitrator to review those 
teachers’ appeals, while the 
DOE wants to stick with the 
current appeals process, by 
which the department has 
the last word on appeals.

In the meantime, King 
has given the suspended 
districts 30 days to request 
a hearing on his decision.

DOE spokesman 
Frank Thomas said he be-
lieves the state will reim-
burse the city for money 
spent through Dec. 31  but 
he would not speculate at 
this time as to how the city 
would pay for the remain-
ing expenses should the 
state permanently with-
hold those funds.

City Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott said this 
experience “has left me less 
than optimistic” about de-
veloping a citywide teacher 
evaluation system, which 
is required to receive funds 
under the Race to the Top 
initiative.

Long Island City High School is one of nine persistently low-achiev-
ing Queens schools that received federal School Improvement 
Grant funds this year.

City Race to Top funds in jeopardy

This Week’s Queens Critter

Dolly, a 6-year-old Cairn Terrier owned by Denise Clarino of Bayside, is the winner of this edi-
tion of the TimesLedger Newspapers’ Queens Critter contest.

We want to see more of your furry and hairless friends. All 
walks of life are welcome.
To enter, e-mail a photo of your pet to QueensCritters@gmail.
com. Please include the name and age of your pet and own-
er’s name and neighborhood. 

By sending a photo, you acknowledge that we may us it in the 
paper, on our website, and otherwise in accordance with our 
Terms of Use. Your photo may be included in an on-line gal-
lery on www.TimesLedger.com.
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highest death rate in the 
category was in the Rock-
aways.

The lowest cancer 
death rate was in Jackson 
Heights followed by Queens 
Village/Bayside, Fresh 
Meadows/Briarwood and 
Flushing.

Rego Park/Forest Hills 
recorded a citywide low — 
less than 1 percent — in the 
number of teenage births.

Jackson Heights/
Flushing was among the 
districts with the lowest 
percentage of low-weight 

births.
More than half of all 

births in the city were to 
foreign-born women.

The Queens commu-
nities with the most births 
to foreign-born women 
were Elmhurst and Corona 
with 89.3 percent, Jackson 
Heights with 89.2 percent 
and Flushing with 82.2 per-
cent.

Induced pregnancy 
terminations, or abor-
tions, have been declining 
in recent years, with 17,179 
reported in Queens, ac-
cording to the most recent 
report. Citywide, the num-

ber was 83,750.
Of women having abor-

tions citywide, 82.5 percent 
were unmarried, while 
those married totaled 13.6 
percent. The marital status 
of the remainder was unde-
termined.

Long Island Jewish 
Medical Center delivered 
the most babies in Queens, 
with 4,870. A total of 110 ba-
bies in Queens were born at 
home.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

The agency also has 
a goal of repaving 310 lane 
miles, defined as a stretch 
of road 12 feet wide and a 
mile long, in Queens by the 
end of the year.

Another area that DOT 
is working on is improving 
bus access at LaGuardia 
Airport, which McCarthy 
said would benefit the sur-

rounding community.
“We’re hoping that bus 

access to the airport will 
improve bus access to the 
rest of the residents,” she 
said.

McCarthy said DOT 
is also working on parking 
improvements that should 
be done by the end of June, 
which means the end of the 
old-style parking meters.

“All of Queens will 

have Muni-Meters,” she 
said.

The new machines are 
able to change the rate of 
parking based on the time 
of day and the demand, Mc-
Carthy said.

But the meters will 
only have changing rates if 
the community wants it.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

and state the convention 
center brings.”

Cuomo said 2011, his 
first year in office, was suc-
cessful for the state because 
it “established credibility” 
and “reversed decades of 
decline.

“We have big problems 
in New York. We also have 
big solutions in New York,” 
he said.

“I think we had a 
change of attitude last year,” 
Cuomo said. “We were done 
with the dysfunction of Al-
bany, done with the label of 
dysfunction ... and we made 
up our mind to change it.”

The governor said he 
wanted to expand gambling 
in the state to raise rev-
enues.

“When it comes to ca-
sino gaming, I believe we’re 
living in a state of denial,” 
he said, referring to oppo-
nents the governor said fail 
to acknowledge the state al-
ready has gambling in the 
form of native American 

casinos and racinos like 
the one at Aqueduct.

“The debate ... is just 
not true. We’re in the gam-
ing business,” Cuomo said. 
“For us, it’s not about chips 
and cards. This is about the 
jobs that the casino indus-
try generates.”

The governor said ex-
panding gambling would 
generate $1 billion in eco-
nomic benefits for the 
state.

He also called for 
repairing 2,000 miles of 
roads, improving 48 state 
parks and historic sites and 
repairing 114 flood-control 
projects.

Cuomo said he under-
stands the politics behind 
those who do not agree with 
him on pension reform, 
but the governor said his 
proposal would only affect 
potential new employers in 
the future — what he called 
the “unborn.

“We have taxpayers 
who are suffering today and 
need help today,” he said. 
“Let’s respond to them.”

Cuomo said there 
needs to be improvement in 
education, saying the state 

ranked 38th in the country 
in graduation rates.

“We need major re-
form,” he said. “We have to 
change the paradigm.”

During his address, 
the governor also proposed 
what he called a foreclo-
sure relief unit that would 
provide counseling and me-
diation to keep residents in 
their homes.

Cuomo said he expects 
the state to improve on last 
year, but cautioned that 
some observers viewed last 
year as a fluke.

“The cynics don’t 
know us and they don’t 
know New York because 
there’s no way we’re going 
back, we are going forward. 
There’s no way we’re going 
down, we are going up,” he 
said. “Last year we learned 
to walk, this year we’re go-
ing to run. The best is yet to 
be. They ain’t seen nothing 
yet.”

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

Best Western Hotels. Her 
favorite role on the small 
screen was for the Greater 
Rochester Health Founda-
tion’s “Be Healthy” cam-
paign, which promoted 
exercise and better eating 
habits for youth.

In the ad, Jordyn had to 
play around in a park with 
other kids her age, and she 
made some new friends.

“There was a game we 
played where there was a 
hose on a swing and we had 
to catch all the water we 
could,” she said.

Last year, she audi-
tioned for the role of Kayla 
in the Radio City show and 
was up against 200 girls her 
age. Despite the huge com-
petition, Jordyn knew she 
would land the part.

“I’ve never seen her so 

confident after an audition 
like that,” Phil Midi said.

After a call back au-
dition in the summer, the 
show’s producers chose 
Jordyn to play the girl in 
the show along with two 
other Queens girls from 
November to the first week 
in January. In the play, 
Kayla and her mother take 
a magical journey from 
New York City to the North 
Pole, where they meet Santa 
Claus and learn the value of 
the holiday season.

Jordyn had to spend a 
lot of time preparing for the 
show, where she performed 
six days a week, but she 
said the process was fun.

“It’s longer, it’s an ev-
eryday thing and you get 
to meet more people,” she 
said.

The glamor of the stage 
did not keep the girl from 
her academic studies. Jor-
dyn had an on-set tutor and 
her Sacred Heart teachers 

would give her assignments 
on a regular basis.

Toni Marie Midi said 
that when she received 
Jordyn’s report card, her 
teacher touted her academ-
ic success since she made 
the honor role.

“She would tell her 
students, ‘Jordyn isn’t even 
in class and she’s handing 
in her assignments early,’” 
the girl’s mother said.

Even though she has 
given up the stage lights 
for a desk, Jordyn said she 
will continue to hone her 
performance skills and one 
day make her way back to 
theater acting.

“Stage work is so cool 
because it is an everyday 
thing,” she said.

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

lives in Virgina.
The FAA refuted all 

the objections raised in 

Kellberg’s letter, but the 
Dec. 13 missive was still not 
the final word.

Anyone opposed to the 
FAA’s ruling has until the 
end of the day Thursday to 
submit a petition against 
the ruling.

If a petition is received, 

the FAA will not make the 
determination final until it 
is resolved.

If no petition is re-
ceived, the determination 
will become final Jan. 22 
and will remain valid until 
June 13, 2013.

dead!”
In another instance, 

MS-13 members conspired 
to murder someone who 
had slashed one of their al-
leged members, 19-year-old 
Kevin “Stalker” Cardona, 
in the face.

“We are going to go 
and get the primo who 
cut Stalker, do you under-
stand?” Merino said in a 
wiretapped conversation, 
according to court docu-
ments.

Several of the gang 

members were arrested 
with weapons described in 
the 17-count indictment.

Officers recovered a 
loaded .25-caliber pistol, a 
revolver, two pellet guns 
and MS-13 propaganda, 
court documents said.

Abraham “Lobo” Ira-
heta used a machete in a 
2009 attempted murder, 
the U.S. attorney said, and 
when Iraheta was arrested 
last Thursday morning, of-
ficers found a machete.

Iraheta also threatened 
an NYPD detective with 
a baseball bat last month, 
shouting “Shoot me, I’m go-
ing to f--k you up,” accord-
ing to court documents.

That did not sit well 
with Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelley.

“The only people who 
should be wielding baseball 
bats in Flushing are Mets, 
not MS-13,” he said.

Other members of 
the gang included Wilber 
“Doofy” Baires, 20; Jose 
“Travieso” Barrera, 23; 
Rudy “Darky” Guembes-
Lorena, 27; Jose “Pirata” 
Celestino Guillen-Rivas, 
31; Carlos “Morro” Hernan-
dez, 20; and Alex “Negro” 
Machado, 21.

Merino, Cardona, Her-
nandez and Machado could 
face up to life behind bars, 
according to Lynch.

ROP
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Sports

BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

Tyshawn Russell, of 
Brooklyn College, has put 
together an impressive 
basketball career over the 
last four years with the 
Bulldogs, massing just over 
1,000 points, as well as 203 
rebounds, 172 assists and 
134 steals.

The Jamaica resident 
eclipsed the 1,000-point 
plateau Jan. 4 against York 
College in a 77-75 win.

There is more to Rus-
sell, however, than just 
scoring a ton of points and 
winning CUNY Athletic 
Conference titles.

It all goes back to his 
days at Holy Cross high 
school, where he starred on 
the basketball and football 
teams, but his life wasn’t 
all about sports.

“What was great about 
[Holy] Cross was the sports 
were a non-factor to the 
faculty and the principal. 
They were a second,” said 
Russell.

His experience in 
Flushing prepared him for 

life, and not just athletics.
When it came time to 

choose a school to continue 
his education and athletic 
career, Brooklyn College 
was an easy choice. Holy 
Cross basketball Coach 
Paul Gilvary had a good re-
lationship with Coach Steve 
Podias at Brooklyn College, 
and the rest was history.

Russell helped the 
Bulldogs to CUNYAC titles 
in his freshman and sopho-
more year. His game has 
developed since those early 
days. He is now not only the 
defensive stopper, but has 
incorporated an offensive 
swag and knack for finding 
the basket.

Furthering his all-
around game, Russell is 
one of three captains this 
year on the team and he 
doesn’t take his title lightly. 
He helps the young players 
to stay strong mentally and 
not get discouraged. He en-
courages them to use their 
anger to get better instead 
of moping around and get-
ting worse.

Xaverian’s ‘Severe’ defeat
Jon Severe dings eight three-pointers to lead Christ the King win

Russell hits career 
milestone at BK

BY MARC RAIMONDI

On a day in which just 
about every three-point-
er dropped, the two that 
would have set a school re-
cord didn’t.

Jon Severe had two 
attempts on Christ the 
King’s final possession, but 
missed both in what ended 
up being a 79-67 win over 
Xaverian in CHSAA Class 
AA boys’ basketball Sun-
day in Middle Village. Se-
vere, the junior star guard, 
had to settle for only tying 
the record of eight threes, 
set by Larry Davis in 2006. 
He poured in 27 points in 
total.

“I wasn’t set,” Severe 
said with a laugh of his fi-
nal two shots. “I just threw 
the ball up, praying it would 
go in.”

Eight of them did, 
though, and Christ the King 
had 12 three-pointers as a 
team. In total, there were 
23 treys in the game and a 
ridiculous 14 of them came 
before the midway point of 
the second quarter. The pe-
rimeter defense got better 
from there — slightly.

“It was a damn shoot-
out,” Royals Coach Joe Ar-
bitello said. “I haven’t expe-
rienced anything like that. 
I can’t believe that.”

Xaverian (8-2, 2-1 ‘AA’) 
had 11 trifectas, led by Dil-
lon Burns’ five and Brian 
Bernardi’s four. Bernardi 
finished with 19 points 
and Burns had 16. CK’s 
UConn-bound guard Omar 
Calhoun had 22 points 
with three three-pointers. 
George Lambert had two 
threes for the Clippers and 

Isaiah Lewis made one for 
the Royals, rounding out 
the incredible total.

“We were basically go-
ing shot for shot for awhile,” 
Calhoun said. “They kept 
the game close. They just 
kept matching us.”

Christ the King (7-
3, 3-0) led just 72-65 with 
2:52 left in the game until 
a big Lewis runner and — 

you guessed it — a Severe 
three-pointer all but put 
the game away 77-65 with 
1:29 left. The Royals defense 
also clamped down during 
the stretch, not allowing a 
Xaverian point for 2:28.

Arbitello said he saw 
a change in his team over 
the last three games and 
Sunday was the latest ex-
ample. There’s more ball 

movement on offense, more 
concentration on getting 
good shots and Lewis is 
handling his point guard 
duties better.

“Today you saw a lot of 
guys being unselfish, mak-
ing the extra pass, getting 
guys open looks,” Calhoun 
said.

It was a showcase of 

Christ the King’s Jon Severe had 27 points and tied a school record with eight three-pointers. 
Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 44Continued on Page 44
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42 Molloy guard fi red up by competitive NJ squad
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Immaculate Conception 
guard Kelcey Castro dribbled up 
the floor and shook Amani Tatum 
with a quick crossover, leaving 
the Molloy guard fallen on the 
hardwood floor. The mostly pro-
New Jersey crowd let out oohs 
and ahhs and Castro buried a 
three-pointer from the top of the 
key.

But it was Tatum who made 
the noise after that.

“It was like a wake-up, like 
let’s go, the game has started,” 
she said. “Let’s get it together.”

Tatum scored 11 of Molloy’s 
next 17 points, including two 
three-point plays and a conven-
tional trey to give her team a lead 
it would not relinquish early in 
the second quarter. She put all 
of her offensive game on display 
during a 27-point performance to 
help lead the Stanners to an im-
pressive 67-56 basketball win over 
Immaculate Conception (Lodi, 
N.J.) at a New Year’s Resolution at 
John F. Kennedy HS in Paterson 
N.J., Sunday.

It was the second straight 

stellar performance for her after 
scoring 17 against Mary Louis 
Jan. 4.

“I was more impressed that 
she didn’t go down the floor and 
try to do the same thing,” Molloy 
Coach Scott Lagas said. “She was 
able to turn it up a notch without 
just going back and playing that 

show-up kind of game.”
The Stanners put on quote 

a performance as a team in the 
third quarter, this time with 
Tatum as a distributor, during a 
game-changing 11-0 run. She fed 
Kamille Ejerta (seven points) for 
a basket and the foul in transi-
tion, and found Nyasha Irizarry, 

who had 18 points, for an easy two 
on the block. Tatum has had to 
take over more point guard duties 
after Alexa “Weazel” Dietrich 
missed the first two months of the 
season due to injury.

“She runs the team now,” La-
gas said. “She is more than just 
a quick girl who can drive to the 

basket.”
Tatum then converted a 

three-point play of her own and 
Irizarry finished the spurt with a 
long jumper from the right side to 
make it 42-26 with 5:34 left in the 
third quarter. Carolyn Gallagher 
added seven points as Molloy (8-2) 
outscored Immaculate Concep-
tion (2-4) 21-9 in the frame.

“I guess this game I got to 
show everything,” Tatum said. 
“It just happened. I didn’t think to 
much. I let the game come to me.”

Samantha Fuehring, a 6-foot-
1 freshman post led Immaculate 
Conception with 19 points and 
Castro had 16, but just two over 
the second and third quarters. Ut-
shana Durham and Jessie Jamin 
gave the Stanners a lift defensive-
ly off the bench. Immaculate Con-
ception got as close as 60-54 with 
1:45 left in the game, but Molloy 
was able to make enough free 
throws down the stretch to seal 
the win, easier than it did against 
Mary Louis.

“We are playing like we 
should be playing,” Tatum said. 
“We are definitely not looking 
back from here.”

Molloy’s Amani Tatum put in a complete performance in a win over Immaculate Conception. Photo by Lauren Marsh

Holy Cross rolls over Molloy for 10th overall victory

Holy Cross’ Marquise Moore (c.) tries to shoot between Molloy’s 
Justin Brown (l.) and Marko Kozul. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Holy Cross was patient, it 
was unselfish and there was no 
greater example of that than at 
the end of the third quarter.

With Archbishop Molloy 
within six, its smallest deficit 
since early on in the first quar-
ter, the Knights worked the ball 
around to senior sharpshooter 
Anthony Libroia at the top of the 
key and he drilled a momentum-
turning three-pointer. The large 
crowd was taken out of the game 
and Holy Cross ended up cruis-
ing to a 71-57 win over Molloy in 
CHSAA Class AA boys’ basket-
ball Friday night in Briarwood.

“He hit that shot, it gave us 
a lot of momentum and took a lot 
of momentum from them,” said 
Cross senior guard Marquise 
Moore, who fed Libroia the ball. 
“That helped us a lot. That was a 
big shot.”

It was actually a designed set 
that the Knights use at the end of 
quarters. It worked to perfection, 
just like much of the Cross offense 
Friday night.

“They did exactly what they 
were supposed to do,” Gilvary 
said of the play. “They all ran the 
set the way they were supposed to 
run it. They got the shot that we 
wanted and then the kid makes 
it. When that happens, it always 
feels like it’s worth going to prac-
tice every day.”

If not for seven missed free 
throws in the fourth quarter, Holy 
Cross (10-2, 1-0 ‘AA’) would have 
won by an even larger margin. 
Moore finished with 19 points, 
Mairega Clarke had 13 points, 
Eddie Roscigno had 10 points and 
Libroia added nine in a typically 
balanced attack. C.J. Davis had 20 
points and Marko Kozul added 10 
for Molloy (7-6, 0-2).

“I think our biggest strength 
is our passing and ball control,” 
Roscigno said. “If we can execute 
there, I don’t think any team in 
the league can control the ball as 
well as we can.”

The Knights will find out 
soon enough. Cross hosts Xaver-
ian on Friday and travels to 
Mount St. Michael on Saturday. 
Because of that upcoming slate, 

winning on the road against Mol-
loy became vital.

“This was a good game to 
get,” Moore said.

While Holy Cross has won 10 
of 11, including two games at the 
Tony Rudi Basketball Classic in 
New Orleans, Molloy has scuf-
fled. The Stanners have now lost 
four straight. Legendary Coach 
Jack Curran thought Holy Cross 
was quicker and moved the ball 
much better.

The standing-room-only 
crowd was never a factor. Holy 
Cross led 22-6 after the first quar-
ter and 42-26 on a Libroia three-
pointer with 5:50 left in the third 
quarter. Davis led Molloy back, 
though, with a three-pointer and 
a three-point play to make it 46-38 
with 1:44 remaining in the third. 
Gabe Kilpatrick’s basket got the 
Stanners within 46-40 less than 
30 seconds later.

Libroia’s three-pointer with 
two seconds left in the frame 
proved to be the momentum kill-
er, though.

“That was the game,” Curran 
said. “We had them shaken.”
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Former CK star Bria Smith leads No. 14 Louisville against St. John’s 
in Queens. Photo courtesy Louisville Athletics/Shelley Feller

Christ the King alum makes 
fi rst collegiate appearancejust how dangerous the 

Christ the King offense 
could be. Jordan Fuchs 
also had 10 points and Lew-
is added seven.

“I really think what’s 
making Jon even better is 
that Isaiah has decided to 
be a point guard,” Arbitello 
said. “It seemed like every-
one wants to score, now it 
seems like Isaiah wants to 
pass and get guys the ball 
where they can use the 
basketball. It’s making the 
game that much easier for 
everyone else. If he contin-

ues to play like that and Jon 
and Omar continue to shoot 
like that, we’re gonna be in 
really good shape.”

Christ the King suf-
fered a pair of humbling 
losses over the holiday 
break to Philadelphia-area 
titans Neumann Gore-
tti and Chester. The Roy-
als have a chance to prove 
themselves again on a na-
tional level this weekend at 
the Bass Pro Tournament of 
Champions in Springfield, 
Mo., and the HoopHall Clas-
sic in Springfield, Mass.

Severe, who is emerg-
ing as a high major Divi-

sion I prospect, credits 
his recent hot streak — he 
also had 27 against Bishop 
Loughlin Friday night — to 
him icing his wrist after ev-
ery game. He tore ligaments 
there last year and had 
surgery over the summer. 
It’s still an issue at times 
and Severe continues to do 
physical therapy for it.

Unfortunately, none of 
that helped him on the final 
possession.

“I was hyped, because 
I’ve never broke a record in 
my life,” Severe said with a 
smile.

He’ll have to settle for 
being Sunday’s three-point 
champ.

Continued from Page 41

Severe

“When I see them, 
it motivates me because 
I think of the first two 
years when I was here and 
the problems I was going 
through,” said Russell.

Those problems have 
largely evaporated. When 
the magic moment finally 
came and the 1,000-career 
point fell into the hoop, 
Russell had an unexpected 
reaction: He was just ready 
to get the game going again, 
despite the fact that he was 
waiting to reach the tre-

mendous milestone from 
the end of the previous sea-
son.

The 2011-12 Bulldogs 
feature a balanced offensive 
attack, which also includes 
junior Kavon Baker and se-
nior Amil John. The team 
is 8-2 overall on the season 
and 2-0 in the CUNYAC. 
Russell not only plans on 
capturing his third con-
ference title, but making 
a deep run in the Division 
III NCAA National Tourna-
ment.

There is no lack of con-

fidence that goal can be ac-
complished.

“If anyone is going to 
stop us, it’s going to be our 
self, we feel that we are the 
most talented team,” said 
Russell.

Looking back on his 
successful career, Russell 
had a chance to reflect on 
what basketball has done 
for him and the importance 
of playing the sport.

“Every year there has 
been that one time when 
you question yourself, if 
this is what you want to do,” 
said Russell. “Every year I 
fight through it no matter 
what problems I have.”

Continued from Page 41

Russell

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Jeff Walz couldn’t help 
but notice something dif-
ferent about Bria Smith at 
practice as he was going 
over a scouting report.

“We started going over 
some St. John’s [Universi-
ty] stuff to prepare and you 
could just see a little smile 
on her face,” the Louisville 
women’s basketball coach 
said.

The former Christ the 
King guard knew she was 
coming home this weekend 
to play in New York City for 
the first time in a Cardinals 
uniform. Louisville visited 
St. John’s at 1:30 p.m. Sun-
day at Carnesecca Arena. 
Smith’s parents, Andrea 
and Craig, got to watch her 
in person for the first time 
at the collegiate level.

“Before the game I 
don’t think I am going to do 
much looking around,” said 
Smith, who has started ev-
ery game of her freshman 
season. “I may get nervous. 
I’m just going to go out 
there and try to win.”

Andrea compared this 
to the excitement of seeing 
her first game at Christ the 
King, then a rare freshman 
playing on the varsity. Her 
parents have watched her 
play on television and plan 
on attending more games 
later in the season when 
Louisville hosts Big East 
powers UConn and Notre 
Dame.

“She has been doing 
a good job so we are really 
proud of her,” Andrea said. 
“She loves the school and 
she loves Louisville. They 
have a great fan base. She 
is just enjoying herself so 
much. She is like a little ce-
lebrity there.”

Her daughter has done 
plenty to deserve that sta-
tus. Smith, a McDonald’s 
All-American at CK, is aver-
aging 11.1 points per game, 
good enough for third-best 
among active players on 
the No. 14-ranked Cardi-
nals. She is averaging 4.5 
rebounds in 24 minutes, 
shooting just less than 50 
percent from the field and 

leads the team in steals 
with 41.

“She’s really had to 
step in and play more like 
a sophomore and a junior at 
times now,” Walz said.

Louisville is 13-2 over-
all and 2-0 in the Big East. 
The Cardinals have won 
six straight since a lop-
sided loss to instate rival 
Kentucky in early Decem-
ber and have their eye on a 
Final Four berth in Denver. 
They face a St. John’s team 
that is 9-6 and 1-1 in con-
ference that has also dealt 
with injuries.

The 5-foot-10 Smith 
along with a number of the 
team’s younger players be-
gan to excel after junior Tia 
Gibbs was lost in the season 
opener to a shoulder injury 
and senior Monique Reid 
was done for the year just 
eight games in after hurt-
ing her knee.

Smith is used to the 
spotlight. She led Christ 
the King to the state Fed-
eration Class AA title as a 
junior and to the CHSAA 
state championship game 

as a senior and sophomore.
There’s been an adjust-

ment period to the speed 
of the college game and an 
emphasis on limiting turn-
overs. She’s become more 
comfortable kicking to 
open teammates when she 
is able to penetrate and his 
working on improving her 
mid-range jumper. Smith 
has earned her minutes by 
being a complete player, re-
bounding and defending.

“Every game is a grow-
ing experience for me and 
our team,” Bria Smith said. 
“So just getting out there 
and playing every game I 
learn more.”

She is coming off one 
of her better performances 
of the season. Smith scored 
14 of her 16 points in the 
second half in 31 minutes 
to help lift Louisville to a 
win over Marquette Jan. 3. 
She also had nine straight 
points to start the second 
half in a victory against 
Washington State Dec. 19.

“She’s got the full pack-
age,” Walz said.

Get daily updates and Web exclusives online at

 www.TimesLedger.com
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WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR INSURANCE: ALL MEDICARE, MEDICAID, HMO’S

WWW.BORBASSUPPLY.COM
COMPLETE LINE OF SURGICAL, MEDICAL, AND RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT

AMBULATORY AIDS /
HOSPITAL BEDS /
AIR GEL MATTRESSES

ORTHOPEDIC
SUPPORT /

CUSTOM MADE ORTHOPEDIC SHOES
Our Orthopedic Shoes & insoles offer 

comfortmand support. They are available 
in a variety of styles & materials

/ MASTECTOMY

ASK US! how your insurance can cover all your medical and hygiene products
FREE pick up prescriptions & medicine delivery in Five Boroughs DAILY
Ask your doctor to prescribe medical equipment and hygiene products (liners, diapers, etc.), and call us with your order!

BATHROOM SAFETY /
INCONTENENCE

RESPIRATORY CARE / 
DIABETIC SUPPLY:

PAIN MANAGEMENT:

   Therapy 
   Machine 

to place an order call: 888.548.8441

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

Wide Variety of
Slipcovers & Reupholstery Fabrics

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS 
THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

• Wood Blinds by Hunter Douglas
 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

• Shutters by Hunter Douglas
 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

• Privacy Sheers
 
 

Luminette® with Power Glide

• Literise®
 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Decor® with Literise®
 Brillance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

• Custom Draperies
 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

• Verticals by Hunter Douglas
 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

• Shadings by Hunter Douglas
 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

• Honeycomb Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertaglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

• Horizontal Blinds by
   Hunter Douglas
 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

• Window Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

A Hunter Douglas Centurion 
Dealer

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Custom Radiator 
Covers

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

•	 	Custom	Vertical	Blinds		
by	Hunter	Douglas
 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient 17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393
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