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Bhargava Chitti is a 17-year-

old  Flushing student whose cancer 
research on reducing the some-
times debilitating side effects of 

radiation therapy has landed him 
a spot in the semifinals of the 2012 
Intel Science Talent Search.

 The annual competition is 
held to find the brightest budding 
scientific minds across the coun-
try.

Chitti has conducted his 
research over his sophomore, ju-
nior and senior years at Bronx 
High School of Science, but the 
inspiration for his project started 
long before that.

“My father and two of my 

uncles are both involved in radia-
tion oncology,” he said. “Since I 
was a little kid, I remember my fa-
ther telling me how harmful the 
radiation was that he had to use 
to treat patients.”

Continued on Page 16

Flushing teenager wins Intel slot
Bhargava Chitti, 17, off to science contest semifi nals for radiation therapy study

Keen offi cers 
stop burglarly 
crew in 109th

BY JOE ANUTA

The 109th Precinct Com-
munity Council gave out several 
awards last week to officers with 
excellent gut instincts as well as 
community members who took 
care of residents and animals 
alike.

The council recognized four 
Cops of the Month who busted 
some clever thieves trying to rip 
off metal from a College Point 
aerospace company.

“The investigation revealed 

Continued on Page 18

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

Zamyr Kahn (front l.) and Syed Ali (front r.) lead a horse named Shan on Main Street in Flushing during a Muslim procession called the Arbaeen of 
Shuhada-e-Karbala held to commemorate the death of Prophet Muhammed’s grandson Imam Hussain during the battle of Battle of Karbala. The horse 
represents one named Zuljinah that was shot with arrows but returned to camp to reveal that Hussain had been killed. See more photos on Page 24. 

Photo by Christina Santucci 
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Flushing gets ready
for Lunar New Year
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BY JOE ANUTA

A three-alarm fire 
gutted an apartment near 
Queens College Monday, in-
juring 10 firefighters who 
responded to the scene but 
were not seriously hurt.

The FDNY received a 
call at 5:21 p.m. of a fire in 
the second floor of a two-
story apartment near the 
intersection of 152nd Street 
and Jewel Avenue in Kew 
Gardens Hills.

According to some of 
the city’s Bravest on the 
scene, the blaze was caused 
by a candle.

Six fire trucks and two 
speciality units arrived to 
find flames blasting out 
of the windows of Mildred 
Brown’s apartment in a 
cooperative complex called 
Georgetown Mews.

Brown, who had lived 
there for nine years, said 
she had put a candle near a 
curtain, which then caught 
fire.

When the flames 
spread, she ran to get her 
dog, Priscilla, out from un-
der the bed.

“She was scared, but 
I convinced her to come,” 
Brown said while wander-
ing around the courtyards 
of the massive housing 
complex after the blaze.

Brown then left her 
apartment and banged on 
the apartment next door, 
but no one was home, she 
said.

She then ran down 
the stairs and banged on 
the doors of the two apart-
ments there.

“I banged as hard as I 
could,” she said.

One man, Mario Con-
treras, was visiting his 
daughter while on vacation 
and had to evacuate while 
she was out shopping.

By 6 p.m., a group of 
firefighters were inside the 
charred husk of the apart-
ment, clearing the room of 
debris to ensure that the 
fire was out, according to 
Chief James Connelly, of 
Battalion 50.

The blaze caused 
smoke damage to the two 
units on either side and 
water damage in the apart-
ment below, Connelly said.

All of the injuries 
sustained by firefighters 
were minor, he said. Some 
of those injuries occurred 
when they opened the door 
to the stairwell, which was 
engulfed in flames, he said. 
No residents were injured.

After the FDNY fought 
the blaze, police officers and 
the city’s Bravest attempt-
ed to control the crowds of 
spectators who came out of 
their houses to watch.

Neighbor Steve Fer-
rara said he saw the blaze 
while he was driving home 
and parked across the street 
to run inside and call 911.

“You could feel the 

heat from inside the car,” 
he said.

But the saving grace 
of the night was that no one 
was seriously hurt, accord-
ing to Brown.

She said she would stay 
with a neighbor and then 
a friend. She was hopeful 
that her insurance would 
cover the damage..

The fire marshal was 
looking over the rubble to 
confirm the cause of the 
blaze.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY JOE ANUTA

The man who wants to 
open a new spa in the Col-
lege Point Corporate Park 
got the backing of state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
last week, and the lawmak-
er questioned why the pro-
posal was ever denied by 
both Community Board 7 
and the borough president 
in the first place.

“I thought it was a 
good idea to begin with, 
and now having met with 
you and seeing the plans I 
still think it’s a good idea,” 
Avella said, speaking at 
a sit-down with property 
owner Kwang Nam Park 
and representatives from 
the Korean community. “I 
do not agree with the com-
munity board’s report nor 
do I agree with the borough 
president’s report.”

The meeting took place 
last Thursday at 131-23 31st 
Ave., currently a two-story 
warehouse and office space 
the owner would like to see 
turned into New York Spa 

of College Point.
But his quest to obtain 

a special permit from the 
city has run into double 
trouble.

As part of the appli-
cation process, the com-
munity board and the bor-
ough president must both 
make recommendations on 
the matter before the city 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals makes the final call.

In October, the board 
voted against the proposal 
because it foresaw difficul-
ties reinforcing the struc-
ture of the building. The 
ground in College Point is 
soft and extra pilings would 
be needed to accommodate 
the second-floor pools of 
the spa, the board said.

It also cited Park’s lack 
of experience as reason to 
vote against the measure.

Last month, Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
also recommended that the 
application should be de-
nied, citing parking issues.

But Avella said recom-

A firefighter is taken away on a stretcher. Fire officials say that 10 firefighters were injured in the 
blaze. Photo by Christina Santucci

Three-alarm fi re guts home
Owner says candle caused Kew Gdns. Hills blaze that injured 10 Bravest

College Pt. spa plan
gets Avella’s support

Property owner Kwang Nam Park (l.-r.) and Korean-American 
Public Relations President David Chulwoo Lee pitch plans for a spa 
in the College Point Corporate Park to state Sen. Tony Avella. 

Photo by Joe Anuta 

Continued on Page 18
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Open House
P.S. 242 - The Leonard P. Stavisky Early Childhood School

29-66 137 Street, Flushing, NY 11354
Thursday, January 26, 2012

9:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Academic Excellence Is Our Ultimate Goal

(A.E.I.O.U.)
Accepting applications for the Fall 2012 school year

January 9, 2012 - March 2, 2012
PS242Queens.com

After School Programs Early Drop Off

Whitestone group raises money to repair Haitian church
From Here to Haiti brings in $3,500 from art sale fund-raiser to fi x roof damaged by earthquake
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Two years after an 
earthquake shook Haiti 
to its foundation, a group 
from Whitestone contin-
ues its efforts to repair the 
damaged buildings at the 
center of the island nation’s 
public life.

From Here to Haiti, 
a nonprofit dedicated to 
repairing the country’s 
non-government build-
ings, raised $3,500 during 
an art sale Saturday and 
is now halfway toward its 
goal of $25,000 to recon-
struct the roof of St. John 
the Baptist Church in Anse 
d’Hainault.

The fund-raiser show 
featured the works of more 
than 30 Haitian and inter-
national artists, including 
those of its president, Patri-
cia Brintle, at her home on 
Utopia Parkway.

“I was born in Haiti,” 

said Brintle, who made 
Whitestone her home 35 
years ago. “My inspiration 
comes from Haiti and the 
mountains. Just being in 
that lush environment ... in 
Haiti the color just perme-
ates the environment.”

This was the second 
art show fund-raiser the 
group has held since form-
ing in 2010. During that 
time the group has repaired 
schools, outdoor toilets and 
church buildings at parish-
es throughout the country.

“Churches in Haiti ful-
fill a lot of the functions we, 
as Americans, consider the 
responsibility of govern-
ment,” said Joseph Brintle, 
From Here to Haiti’s trea-
surer.

Most homes in Haiti do 
not have indoor plumbing, 
and church cisterns pro-
vide water used for cook-
ing, cleaning and personal 
hygiene.

The church of St. John 
the Baptist survived hur-
ricanes since 1954, and 
though it was the Jan. 
12, 2010, earthquake that 
cracked the foundation, 
the building — like many 
throughout Haiti — has 
been deteriorating for 
years.

From Here to Haiti 
was originally set up in re-
sponse to the earthquake, 
but after its previous suc-
cesses members believe its 

scope has expanded.
“The earthquake was 

the precipitating event, but 
our work is not limited to 
the earthquake, “ Joseph 
Brintle said.

As an accountability 
measure, the group does 
not send any money to a 
third party in Haiti. It pur-
chases materials directly 
from suppliers, and when 
they are on site volunteers 
travel to Haiti where they 
work with anywhere from 

40 to 100 paid, local work-
ers to complete the repairs, 
usually within a week.

“If you have enough 
people working, you can 
do anything fast,” Patricia 
Brintle said.

The group also holds 
a walkathon and dinner-
dance fund-raiser; re-
ceives donations from the 
Brintles’ parish, St. Luke’s 
in Whitestone; and is co-
ordinating fund-raising 
efforts with  the Commit-
tee for the Advancement of 
Anse d’Hainault,  a Queens 
organization comprised 
of people from the Haitian 
municipality living in the 
United States.

Patricia Brintle also 
made a print that design-
er Dayanne Danier will 
use to create scarves un-
der her collection, Bien 
Abyé, which means “well-
dressed” in French Creole 
— the proceeds from which 

will be donated to FHTH.
“Too often when peo-

ple think of Haiti, they are 
reminded of images of pov-
erty and a third world coun-
try. It’s important to think 
of the beautiful art of the 
culture, and when working 
with Patricia we both felt 
we wanted a more vibrant 
image,” Danier said.

Patricia Brintle said 
FHTH operates so efficient-
ly that its work should be 
easily continued as long as 
there is a need.

“We’re hoping it will 
last when we no longer can 
do it,” she said. “There’s al-
ways going to be a need for 
help.”

For more information, 
visit fromheretohaiti.org or 
dayannedanier.com.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Robert Gorman, from Medalia Art, looks through a few paintings. 
Photo by Maria Lopez
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And as it began to grow, more and 
more groups started to join, which is no ac-
cident, according to Tu.

Chinese immigrants started arriving 
in the area in the 1970s, and the Korean im-
migrants about a decade later.

There was tension between the new 
arrivals and the largely Italian and Jewish 
communities that had lived in the area af-
ter immigrating to New York City genera-

tions before, according to Tu.
But as Asian residents began doing 

business in the area and sending their 
children to school, they slowly wove them-
selves into the fabric of the borough.

And as they became more a part of 
Queens, the borough became more a part 
of the Lunar New Year parade.

For proof, any paradegoer need only 
look at the leader this year.

After an opening ceremony at 11 a.m. 
Feb. 4, the bulbous white head of Mr. Met 
will be strutting down Union Street, along 
with the 109th Precinct, leading the floats 
and groups that will follow.

Tu has also reached out to neighbor-
hoods around the borough and  invited 
groups to participate in the festivities.

Some new participants this year are 
Francis Lewis High School and the U.S. 
Army and U.S. Navy.

“It’s now a community event and ev-
eryone can participate,” Tu said.

The parade will start at 37th Avenue 
and head down Union Street to Sanford Av-
enue. The floats will then make a right turn 
and march over to Main Street, where the 
parade will head back up north. At 39th Av-
enue, the parade will make another right 
turn and end at Queens Crossing, where 
fireworks and cultural performances will 
further delight the crowd.

But Tu wants to take the event even 
further and supports the efforts of a Flush-

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The Lunar New Year is the most im-

portant holiday in many Asian cultures, 
but 2012 will be the Year of the Dragon — 
the most auspicious of all the Chinese zo-
diac animals.

Flushing is already gearing up, and 
the various Asian groups are ready to cele-
brate the lunar holiday, based on the phas-
es of the moon, with the diverse population 
of the vibrant neighborhood.

Events will be happening all over 
Flushing in the coming weeks and will 
culminate Feb. 4 with performances and 
the annual parade. Last year 6,000 people 
marched in it to the delight of about 100,000 
on-lookers.

With the Year of the Dragon, those 
large numbers could swell even further, 
spurred on by a warmer winter than last 
year, 

“The Year of the Dragon is always the 
best,” said Peter Tu, executive director of 
the Flushing Chinese Business Associa-
tion and chairman of the Lunar New Year 
Festival Committee. “It is always lucky.”

Dragons have always been associated 
with power and prestige in Chinese cul-
ture, according to Tu. All of the emperors 
of the country were symbolized by drag-
ons, which gave the animal its almost mys-
tical appeal.

The auspicious animal coupled with 
an economy showing signs of recovery 
means many in Queens’ Asian community 
are hopeful for 2012.

Vendors along Main Street are already 
selling hanging red lanterns and little red 
plush dragons, since red is associated  with 
prosperity. Many residents also buy red 
signs emblazoned with blessings to post 
over their doorways.

On the eve of the new year, families 
will get together and eat foods associated 
with longevity, like fish and noodle soup. 
Oval-shaped rice cakes called nian gao 
also carry good luck, since the phonetic 
sound is similar to the Chinese words that 
roughly translate as “always growing bet-
ter.”

When the children are put to bed, 
their parents place a red envelope contain-
ing money under their pillows, Tu said.

But if those children are sleeping 
anywhere near downtown Flushing on the 
first day of the 15-day holiday, they will not 
be able to sleep late.

The Flushing Development Group will 
be lighting firecrackers Jan. 23 in front of 
the Flushing branch of the Queens Public 
Library at 8:30 a.m. to kick off the Lunar 
New Year.

The firecrackers, in cultural lore, are 
designed to scare off any bad spirits.

Many of these traditions date back 
thousands of years, but in Flushing, the 
history of the Lunar New Year parade be-
gan in the mid-1990s, according to Tu. At 
that time, it was called the Chinese New 
Year Parade.

But after a few years, in order to in-
clude the Korean and Japanese popula-
tions, which also recognize the lunar holi-
day around the same time but not on the 
same day, the name was changed.

Now Korean and Chinese delegations 
take turns marching first in the parade.

Flushing set to ring in Year of the Dragon
Mr. Met will lead annual parade as borough leaders, vendors prepare for larger crowds this year

A dragon from New Tang Dynasty Television snakes up Main Street.

Lion dancers from New York Hung Sing Kwoon 
double up to make the beasts tower over the 
crowd near the end of the parade.

Lunar New Year Celebration — The Al Oerter 
Recreation Center invites you to an afternoon 
of karate, dance performances and more 
ahead of the upcoming Lunar New Year.
When: Thursday, Jan. 19, noon–2 pm
Where: The Al Oerter Recreation Center, 131-40 
Fowler Ave. in Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: Free

Seventh Annual Pre-Lunar New Year Gala 
& Flower Market — The Queens Botanical 
Garden wants you to get in the spirit of the 
new year with its annual fl ower market, Kung 
Fu and dragon dancing demonstrations, as 
well as cooking demonstrations, traditional 
Chinese medicine and Feng Shui talks and even 
a visit from the Fortune God.
When: Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 21–22, 10 
am–6 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main 
St., Flushing
Cost: Free, $5 parking

Lunar New Year Kickoff — The Flushing 
Development Center will kick off the start of 
the Lunar New Year holiday with fi recrackers, 
dragon dances Peking Opera and more in the 
heart of downtown Flushing.

When: Monday, Jan. 23, 8:30 am
Where: Flushing Branch of the Queens Public 
Library, 41-17 Main St., Flushing
Cost: Free

Year of the Dragon — Flushing Town Hall 
will host a month of lectures, workshops and 
concerts surrounding the celebration of the 
Lunar New Year.
When: Wednesday, Jan. 25 to Sunday, Feb. 26
Where: Flushing Town Hall 137-35 Northern 
Blvd., Flushing
Website: fl ushingtownhall.com

Lunar New Year Parade and cultural 
performances — The mother of all street 
parades in Flushing, this festive and all-
inclusive march will proceed down Union 
Street to the delight of thousands of 
onlookers. Parade-goers might be wise to take 
public transportation. The parade runs from 11 
am to noon. Cultural performances to follow.
When: Saturday, Feb. 4, 11 am–3 pm
Where: Parade begins at 37th Avenue and 
Union Street and runs along Union and Main 
streets; Cultural performances at Queens 
Crossing, 136-17 39th Avenue, 2nd Floor
Cost: Free

Lunar New Year Calendar

Continued on Page 46
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5Hunters Pt. South revisited
Community questions status of apts at middle-income project
BY REBECCA HENELY

More than 200 people 
crowded into the foyer of 
MOMA PS1 in Long Island 
City last Thursday, many 
sitting in the aisles or 
standing along the walls, 
to get an update on Hunt-
ers Point South, a massive, 
middle-income, mixed-use 
development currently un-
der construction at 50th 
Avenue and 2nd Street.

Many of those at the 
meeting were concerned 
that the dwelling units in 
the first two structures be-
ing built in Hunters Point 
South would be 100 percent 
affordable housing even 
though plans had initially 
called for 60 percent of the 
project’s 5,000 dwelling 
units overall to be afford-
able housing interspersed 
with market-rate housing.

But elected and city of-
ficials said they planned to 
include market-rate hous-
ing in later phases of the 
project. 

“We’re still looking 
to maintain the overall 
project plan,” Community 
Board 2 Chairman Joseph 
Conley said.

Ruth Anne Vishaus-
kas, of Hunters Point Devel-
opment, said Hunters Point 
South is planned as a large, 
mixed-use development 
on seven parcels. In addi-
tion to the dwellings, the 
development will include a 
1,100-seat intermediate and 
high school, 11 acres of wa-
terfront, 100,000 square feet 
of retail and a library.

Affordable housing 
is defined as families who 
make $30,000 to $160,000 
a year, Vishauskas said. 
Those in some income 
brackets will only be al-
lowed to rent or purchase 
specified dwelling units. 
Potential residents will be 
chosen by lottery with cer-
tain preferences and their 
income will be checked 

through tax forms.
Vishauskas said some 

people who may be eligible 
include two-income fami-
lies who are employed 
as nurses, teachers, food 
service workers, garment 
workers, nonprofit employ-
ees, police, firefighters and 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority workers.

Community Board 2 Chairman Joseph Conley (l.) listens with representatives of city agencies and 
City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (second from r.) to a question at a meeting about Hunters Point 
South. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Nix Aqueduct convention center idea: Poll
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
proposal to build the na-
tion’s largest convention 
center near Aqueduct Race 
Track is not sitting well 
with state voters, accord-
ing to a Siena College poll 
released Monday.

Only 38 percent of 
those polled like the idea, 
57 percent oppose it and 5 
percent have no opinion, 
the survey found.

The plan, outlined in 
Cuomo’s State of the State 
address, calls for Genting, 
the operator of the racino at 
Aqueduct, to finance a $4.4 
billion convention center.

The state would not be 

laying out any cash to pay 
for the center.

“At this point, there 
is strong opposition to the 
governor’s proposal for 
a new convention center 
adjacent to the Aqueduct 

racetrack and racino,” said 
Siena pollster Steve Green-
berg. “New York City vot-
ers are barely supportive, 
suburbanites are opposed 
and upstaters are strongly 
opposed. Clearly, the gover-

nor has his work cut out for 
him to convince voters on 
that proposal.”

After Cuomo’s address, 
a number of elected offi-
cials in the borough came 
out in support of the plan 
but wanted the surround-
ing neighborhood, particu-
larly Community Board 10, 
to have some input on the 
convention center.

Blacks were the most 
supportive of the plan, with 
61 percent approving, 33 
percent against the propos-
al and 5 percent having no 
opinion.

Only 31 percent of 
whites like the idea. Half 
of both city voters and Lati-

A Siena College poll found 58 percent of state voters disapprove 
of the plan to build a convention center at Aqueduct Racetrack. 

Photo courtesy Genting

Inspector Michael Bryan (front l.) and District Attorney Richard 
Brown (c.) discuss Operation Heroin Highway in front of a table full 
of seized drugs and guns. Photo courtesy DA’s office

Qns DA renames LIE
the Heroin Highway

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The 12 men and wom-

en charged by District At-
torney Richard Brown with 
operating a small ring that 
sold heroin to well-to-do 
customers in Suffolk and 
Nassau counties are now 
working their way through 
the New York state court 
system.

The DA announced 
the bust at a Friday news 
conference complete with 
a table full of confiscated 
drugs and guns.

Queens Boulevard is 
already known as the “Bou-
levard of Death,” but the 
DA’s office and the NYPD 
charged 12 individuals 
with selling hard drugs to 
hundreds of Long Islanders 
who used the “Heroin High-
way” — the Long Island Ex-
pressway — to get their fix 
in the borough.

“The main defendants 
are accused of operating 
as a tightly knit ring that 
catered almost exclusively 
to drug buyers from the 
eastern end of Long Island, 
virtually turning the Long 
Island Expressway into the 
‘Heroin Highway,’” Brown 
said at his office in Kew 
Gardens.

The users in tony 
towns like Kings Park and 

Smithtown would drive an 
hour into the Ridgewood 
area to buy heroin at nearly 
half of what they would pay 
on Long Island.

A sleeve of heroin con-
taining 100 individual pack-
ets could run from $1,000 or 
$1,500 on the island, but the 
young suburbanites would 
meet in hotels, diners, fast 
food restaurants or even 99-
cent stores in Queens to get 
the same product for $400 
to $800.

“This is a substantial 
savings,” said Inspector 
Michael Bryan, command-
ing officer of the Narcotics 
Bureau of Queens. “That 
was the draw to come into 
Queens to purchase these 
drugs.”

The Heroin Highway 
led 121 men and women 
straight into the hands of 
police, who charged them 
with drug possession, but 
the 12 alleged drug dealers 
face more serious charges 
that could land them be-
hind bars for significant 
time.

The alleged ringlead-
er, Jermel Broadhurst, 30, 
of 31-31 29th St. in Astoria, 
was slapped with a slew of 
charges, including operat-
ing as a major trafficker. If 
convicted, he could face up 

Continued on Page 46
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Ozone Pk. father, son dead in apparent CO poisoning
BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Fire officials believe 
that a faulty heater was the 
source of a carbon monox-
ide leak that killed a father 
and son in an Ozone Park 
home that was not equipped 
with a working CO detector, 
according to a spokesman 
for the Fire Department.

Carbon monoxide 
readings taken at the home 
on 101st Avenue at 90th 
Street — 150 parts per mil-
lion — were “extremely 
high” when emergency 
responders arrived Satur-
day evening, according to 
Frank Dwyer, a spokesman 
for the FDNY.

The levels were high 
enough to kill both Kuo-
Kung Chen, 66, and his son 
Aaron Chen, 29, but the 
home did not have a work-
ing carbon monoxide detec-
tor in place to alert them 
to the leak, believed to be 

from a faulty heater, Dwyer 
said. 

“That notification is 
the key in getting out of an 
incident like this alive,” 
Dwyer said. “It’s odorless, 
it’s colorless, you don’t 
know it’s there.”

There was no crimi-
nality suspected and the 
investigation was ongoing, 
according to the NYPD.

A family friend who 
did not want to be identified 
said Kuo-Kung’s daugh-
ter, Marian, had planned 
to meet up with her father 
Friday night, but when he 
did not show up, she went to 
her family’s Queens home 
Saturday to check on them.

Police initially re-
sponded to the home for a 
“wellness check,” and then 
medics were called and pro-
nounced both men dead. A 
dog named Mocha, which 
had been in the house, sur-
vived, according to fire of-

ficials.
As authorities per-

formed their investiga-

tion Saturday night, Mar-
ian broke into tears several 
times and was comforted 

by friends. Investigators 
checked bordering homes 
that were attached to the 

house where the leak oc-
curred but said they did be-
lieve the gas had spread.

A third person was 
also taken to the hospital 
and was expected to make a 
full recovery, fire officials 
said.

Dwyer said ]although 
carbon monoxide poison-
ings occur year round, 
they often are related to 
heaters and boilers that are 
running during the cold 
months. He urged everyone 
to have a working CO detec-
tor in their home to identify 
high levels of carbon mon-
oxide.

“If you are asleep, you 
won’t know it’s there,” Dw-
yer said.

Reach photo editor 
Christina Santucci by e-
mail at csantucci@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4589.

Marian Chen (r.) watches as the investigation is performed. Photo by Christina Santucci

Buy local.

Local Milk for Local Schools.
The Healthy Choice.
Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought  generations 
of New Yorkers the freshest milk in 
the city. Every day, we transport milk 
direct from upstate New York farms to 
our plant in Queens. We pasteurize the
milk, package it in half pint cartons, 
and deliver it to every New York City
public school.

When kids go to school, we ensure 
they’re given a nutritious lunch time drink 
option. We know healthy kids mean better
learning, and Elmhurst Dairy is committed 
to providing New York City’s 1.1 million 
school children with a healthy choice.

Elmhurst Dairy � the feel�good 
choice that’s also fresh!

718�526�3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy
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*Top-performing large thrift in the U.S. for the 12 months ended March 31, 2011 among thrifts with $2.0 billion or more in assets, as reported by SNL Financial.
†FDIC-Insured IRAs held at one financial institution are aggregated and insured in the amount of up to $250,000 per participant. ††Contact your tax advisor for more information. 

© 2012 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC
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Blotter

At least one person was taken to the hospital following a two-car crash at the intersection of 35th 
Avenue and Corporal Kennedy Street in Bayside Jan. 10, according to the relatives of one of the car’s 
drivers. Photo by Christina Santucci

KEW GARDENS HILLS — A Fresh 
Meadows woman was killed Tuesday when 
the car she was driving collided with an-
other vehicle, police said.

Beatrice Perlitsh, 82, was driving an 
unidentified passenger in her 2002 Honda 
Civic northbound on 150th Street when her 
car struck a 2004 Lexus driving eastbound 

on 70th Avenue, causing it to strike a light-
pole, police said.

Perlitsh and her passenger were both 
taken to Booth Memorial Hospital, where 
Perlitsh was pronounced dead on arrival, 
police said. The passenger was in stable 
condition, police said. The driver of the 
Lexus was uninjured, police said.

JAMAICA HILLS — 
Police have sought the pub-
lic’s assistance in locating 
a man last seen Jan. 11.

Carl Snow, a 61-year-
old black man, was last 

seen wearing brown pa-
jama bottoms and a black 
sweatshirt with white let-
tering at his home, at 84-50 
169th St., police said.

He is described as 5 
feet 11 inches tall and ap-
proximately 140 pounds 
with gray hair and a beard, 
police said.

OAKLAND GARDENS — Police have asked for the pub-
lic’s assistance in their search for an Oakland Gardens teen-
ager who has been missing since Jan. 6.

Angela Zheng, 16, was last seen leaving her home, at 
225-14 59th Ave., at about 6:40 a.m., police said. She is approxi-
mately 5 feet 4 inches tall with black hair and weighs about 
110 pounds, police said. She was last seen wearing a blue 
jacket with fur trim, blue jeans and a black sweatshirt, po-
lice said. She also wears glasses and has braces on her teeth, 
police said.

The police said she is in good physical and mental 
health.

Anyone with information regarding Angela is asked to 
call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477). The public can 
also submit their tips by logging on to the Crime Stoppers 
website at nypdcrimestoppers.com or by texting their tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) and entering TIP577.

Queens teen, 16, missing after leaving home

Cops seek Jamaica Hills man, 
61, gone missing

Boro woman dies in Kew Gdns. Hills car accident

ANGELA ZHENG
Photo courtesy NYPD

CARL SNOW
Photo courtesy NYPD

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS  
WEEK DIRECTORY

ST. ROBERT BELLARMINE
56-10 214th Street

Bayside, NY 
(718) 225-8795

www.srbschool.org
Principal: 
Ms. Fazio

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SCHOOL
21-63 29th Street
Astoria, NY 11105

(718) 728-1969
www.icsastoria.org

Contact: 
Ms. Kathy Gonzalez

SACRED HEART SCHOOL
216-01 38th Avenue, 

Bayside NY
 (718) 631-4804
F (718) 224-5821

www.sacredheartbayside.org
Principal: 

Mr. Dennis J. Farrell

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT SCHOOL
34-45 202 Street, 
Bayside, NY 11361 

(718) 229-4434 
 F (718) 229-5820

www.olbsschool.org
Principal: 

Mrs. Joan Kane 

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL 
14-45 143rd Street, 

Whitestone, NY 11357
(718) 746-1479     

F(718) 746-4793
www.holytrinityrcs.org

Principal:
Mrs. Barbara Kavanagh

See Individual School Ads Listed Below 
Throughout This Week’s Paper.

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM

THE MARY LOUIS ACADEMY
176-21 Wexford Terrace

Jamaica Estates, NY 11432
(718) 297-2120

F (718) 739-0037
www.tmla.org

TO ADVERTISE CALL: MARY LEARY: 718.260.4537
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BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg proposed incen-
tives, including merit pay, 
so the city can retain and 
recruit the best teachers 
during his State of the City 
address last Thursday in 
the Bronx.

The mayor also called 
on the state to pass mini-
mum wage legislation so 
the pay is higher than fed-
eral standards.

“The single most im-
portant factor in a student’s 
progress is the effective-
ness of the classroom teach-
er and we are going to find 
new ways to attract, reward 
and retain great teachers,” 
the mayor said.

Bloomberg said the 
burden of paying back stu-
dent loans from top colleges 
sometimes causes those 
interested in teaching not 
to consider it as a career 
choice.

“But we need their 
talents in our classrooms,” 
the mayor said. “Our kids 
need them.”

Bloomberg proposed 
having the city pay off up 
to $25,000 in student loans 
from anyone who finishes 
in the top tier of his or her 
college class and wants to 
be a teacher.

“Our teachers deserve 
that and so do our chil-
dren,” the mayor said.

Bloomberg also wants 
the city to offer top teach-
ers a $20,000-a-year raise 
if they are rated highly for 
two consecutive years.

Any of the mayor’s 
suggestions outlined in the 
State of the City would need 
to be approved by the pow-
erful United Federation of 
Teachers.

“Historically, teachers 
unions around the country 
have opposed rewarding 
great teaching through 
merit pay, but more and 
more teachers are asking, 
‘Why?’ and we’ve seen how 
well this can work in other 
cities,” Bloomberg said.

The mayor said the city 
would back state Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver’s 
(D-Manhattan) proposal to 

raise the minimum wage in 
the state above the federal 
standard.

“Our city just cannot 
afford to wait for Washing-
ton,” Bloomberg said. “Not 
when it comes to illegal 
guns, not when it comes to 
climate change, not when it 
comes to creating jobs and 
not when it comes to rais-
ing the minimum wage.”

City Comptroller John 
Liu said it was “great to 
hear” Bloomberg talk about 
bumping up the minimum 
wage and said increasing it 
“would help eliminate the 
increasing income gap that 
New York has experienced 
in recent years.”

On immigration, 
Bloomberg said the city will 
“help lead the charge” for 
the New York State Dream 

Act, legislation modeled af-
ter a federal bill that would 
allow children who were 
brought to the country il-
legally to apply for state-
sponsored college loans, 
grants and scholarships.

“We can’t blame them 
for being brought here as 
infants or teens,” the may-
or said. “And since they 
are here to stay, it’s in New 
York City’s best interest to 
make sure they are able to 
become productive mem-
bers of society.”

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Coro-
na) praised Bloomberg for 
endorsing the state legisla-
tion.

“It is imperative that 
we work toward equal edu-
cational opportunities for 
all New Yorkers and to re-
move roadblocks that stand 
between youth and a pro-
ductive future in this city 
and state,” he said.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg delivers his 2012 State of the City address in the Bronx. AP Photo/Mary Altaffer

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (l.) looks on as Peter Cafiero, 
of the MTA (second from r.), speaks at a town hall meeting. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

7 train loses weekend 
service until April: pol

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) hosted a town hall 
meeting with representa-
tives of the MTA last week 
about extensive renovation 
to the No. 7 line that will 
mean some Long Island 
City stops will be out of 
order for 11 straight week-
ends.

“I wanted to have this 
town hall so people have an 
opportunity to get briefed,” 
Van Bramer said.

At the town hall, held 
Jan. 11 at Sunnyside Com-
munity Services, at 43-31 
39th St., the Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity’s Peter Cafiero said the 
agency will not run the 
No. 7 line between Times 
Square-42nd Street and 
Queensboro Plaza on all 
weekends between Satur-
day, Jan. 21, and Monday, 
April 2, to modernize the 
signal system.

The closures will begin 
at 12:01 a.m. each Saturday 
and end at 5 a.m. each Mon-
day. In addition, the No. 7 
section of the Court Square 
station will also be closed 
throughout that period for 
additional renovations on 
the platforms.

Demetrius Chrichlow, 
of the MTA, said the com-
plete shutdown is neces-
sary because the tunnel the 
No. 7 line uses to enter Man-
hattan, which is known as 
the “Steinway Tubes,” was 

once created for trolleys 
and is extremely narrow.

“You must shut down 
in order to perform main-
tenance on any type of 
work within the tunnel,” 
Chrichlow said.

Cafiero said the MTA 
was choosing to do the work 
in the winter so as to not in-
terfere with riders going to 
New York Mets games, the 
US Open or any events in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park during the warmer 
months.

“If we were to shut 
down on any of these week-
ends, the trains would be 
overwhelmed,” he said.

Lois Tendler, of the 
MTA, said this work also 
cannot be done on week-
nights, like the work that 
began earlier this year on 
the Nos. 4, 5 and 6 lines in 
Manhattan, because there 
are fewer alternate trans-
portation opportunities.

Because of the reduced 
service, the MTA will run 
double the number of N and 
Q trains and will also ex-
tend the Q train into Asto-
ria for those weekends. The 
agency will also run a shut-
tle bus from Court Square 
to the Vernon Boulevard-
Jackson Avenue station 
and will offer free transfers 
for those who take the No. 7 
to the G train.

Crichlow said the No. 7 
train was built in 1904 and 
63 percent of the system 
has not been modernized. 

More bread for top teachers
Bloomy outlines plan to reward schools’ best in State of City speech

He proposes a 
$20,000 a year 

raise for top 
teachers.

Continued on Page 46
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U.S. must stop stationing troops abroad

B
ring our troops 
home now. The 
United States is in 
a state of perpetual 

war. American troops are 
stationed in almost every 
country around the globe.

No country now would 
even think of attacking the 
United States with a con-
ventional army and risk 

retaliation. Is there a need 
to station troops in Japan, 
South Korea or Germany? 
Obviously not with the end 
of the Cold War, detente 
with China and detente 
with Russia and with costs 
continually rising in tril-
lions of dollars.

We will bankrupt our-
selves with the debt burden 

on our children, grandchil-
dren and even into further 
generations. Inflation will 
eat up our earnings and 
savings and force the mid-
dle class to the level just 
above poverty.

We risk the end of our 
republic and the beginning 
of empire-building. Those 
who fail to learn the lesson 

of history are condemned 
to repeat it.

As Thomas Jefferson 
once said, “If a nation ex-
pects to be ignorant and 
free, in a state of civiliza-
tion, it expects what never 
was and never will be.”

Michael Hellman
Briarwood

DO NOT BLAME THE 
TEACHERS

In his State of the City address, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg made education reform the cornerstone of 
his administration’s final two years. The 12th-richest 
person in the United States continues to believe the 
take-no-prisoners approach that made him a success 
on Wall Street will work well in the public school sys-
tem.

Bloomberg has proposed a plan in which the city 
would close and reopen 33 of the worst-performing 
schools, thereby removing up to half the teachers. The 
schools are eligible for federal funding, but to get that 
the city and the United Federation of Teachers had to 
agree on a teacher evaluation system by Dec. 31. That 
did not happen, and unless the city can move quickly, it 
will lose that money.

The mayor announced a plan in his address that is 
an end run around the union. He repeatedly took aim 
at the teachers union and proposed raising the salary 
of the best teachers by $20,000 and luring top college 
graduates with student-loan repayment.

We are in favor of raising the salaries of the best 
teachers, but we are troubled by the disrespect the 
mayor continues to show the UFT. We are troubled by 
the decision that teacher evaluations would  rely heav-
ily on test scores.

Standardized test scores are not a fair measure of 
a teacher’s value. Most of the Queens schools on the list 
of low performers are in the borough’s poorest neigh-
borhoods with students coming from at-risk families.

Even at the better schools teachers will begin 
spending most of their time preparing students for 
standardized tests. The test scores will rise, but this 
should not be confused with education.

There are teachers who are killing time until re-
tirement. They stopped teaching long ago and should 
be shown the door. And there are teachers who would 
benefit from retraining.

The city Department of Education should welcome 
input from the UFT. The union is a partisan voice that 
should be heard in any discussion involving teacher 
performance and pay. Most important, the parents of 
students must be heard.

Bloomberg is a successful executive, but if he 
wants to be an effective mayor on the education front, 
he needs to learn how to listen.
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Queens Center Mall owner must help neighboring area
A

s clergy leaders from 
Queens Congrega-
tions United for Ac-
tion, we minister 

to families from all walks 
of life struggling to make 
ends meet. It is not just that 
we are living through hard 
economic times.

The truth is that it has 
become much more dif-
ficult for working people 
in Queens and across New 
York to turn hard work 
into a better life for them-
selves and their children. 
It is harder for people in 
our congregations to pay 
for housing, send their chil-
dren to college and save for 
retirement. And that is not 
good for families, congrega-
tions or our city.

The good news is that 
while growing inequality 
may seem overwhelming, 

there are concrete things 
we can do in our commu-
nities to change the story. 
Our faith-based alliance of 
congregations in Queens 
has joined a righteous 
fight to increase wages and 
working conditions in New 
York City, beginning with 
the Queens Center Mall. 
We are fueled by a vision 
where everyone has access 
to a good job, which is the 
primary pathway out of 
poverty, into the middle 
class and achieving the 
American Dream.

The Queens Center 
Mall is an example of a large 
employer in our city that is 
not sharing in the sacrifice 
our families have all had to 
make. It is the most prof-
itable mall in the United 
States per square foot. And 
its owner, the Macerich 

Corp., has received $50 mil-
lion in taxpayer subsidies 
and is due to receive mil-
lions more.

Yet most of the 3,000 
jobs at the Queens Center 
Mall pay at or barely above 
the minimum $7.25 per 
hour with no benefits.

Families from our 
community have spent 
millions of hard-earned 
dollars at the mall this 
past Christmas season and 
throughout the past year. 
Yet they are finding that de-
spite hard work, they can-
not earn enough to support 
their families with dignity. 
Too many have to choose 
between a bus fare to go to 
work and food for the table.

The American middle 
class was built on the idea 
of paying workers a decent 
wage so they could buy the 

products they make. We 
have lost sight of the simple 
truth that we all benefit 
when we all have economic 
opportunity.

Queens Congregations 
United for Action, along 
with Make the Road NY 
and the RWDSU, call upon 
Macerich to share more 
equitably in the fruits of 
the labor of those who work 
in and shop at the Queens 
Center Mall.

More than 5,500 com-
munity members, along 
with state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), state 
Assemblymen Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
and Jeffrion Aubry (D-
Corona) and City Council 
members Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst) and 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) have signed post 

cards urging Macerich to 
adopt a living wage provi-
sion in lease agreements 
for all mall workers of $10 
with benefits, a union neu-
trality agreement and com-
munity space for programs 
and services that serve our 
families.

If Macerich fails to 
contribute to the economic 
health of our community, 
it should not receive public 
support to expand its foot-
print in New York City.

Let us remember those 
walking in the darkness 
and burdened by poverty 
wages everywhere, espe-
cially at the Queens Center 
Mall. Our faith and shared 
values require us to love 
our neighbors as ourselves. 
We call on the Queens Cen-
ter Mall owner to be a bet-
ter neighbor by giving back 

to the community and help 
us rebuild the middle class 
in New York.

The Rev. Darrell Da Costa
Pastor

St. Paul the Apostle 
Catholic Church

Corona

The Rev. Pierre-Andre 
Duvert
Pastor

Episcopal Church of the 
Resurrection

Elmhurst

Monsignor Thomas Healy
Pastor

Our Lady of Sorrows 
Catholic Church

Corona

Voters’ mandate? Support Obama

T
he world “mandate” 
may be one of the 
most intentionally 
or unconsciously 

abused directives. There 
are mandates and then 
there are mandates. In the 
2010 election, the U.S. House 
of Representatives was 
decimated with the influx 
of the clueless freshman 
and gained a Republican 
majority. The Democratic 
majority in the U.S. Senate 
was sadly diluted and many 
Republican governors were 
voted into office.

They enjoy referring to 
the election as a mandate. 
In a distorted way, they are 
right.

The vote was precipi-
tated by a mandate — a 
mandate unfulfilled. In 
2008, Barrack Hussein 
Obama, despite an unfor-
tunate choice of a middle 
name and in the minds of 
some, was elected president 
by a majority with a man-

date based on his stated 
goals during the presiden-
tial campaign.

He had earned the ma-
jority House and Senate 
and the security blanket of 
a mandate. What he did not 
have was the killer instinct 
necessary to deal with a 
ruthless, single-minded 
pack of wolves determined 
to take back the presidency 
regardless of the damage 
incurred upon their coun-
try as long as it damaged 
his presidency.

After two years wit-
nessing his naive attempt at 
diplomacy, the enthusiasm 
with his brave vision of our 
country’s future wore thin. 
Come 2010, those formerly 
enthusiastic voters did not 
show up, allowing the radi-
cal anti-government, anti-
middle class, anti-Obama 
zealots to sweep into office.

This disappointment 
in Obama’s failure to ful-
fill his mandate has been 

adopted and reinterpreted 
by the 2010 shoe-ins as their 
mandate. These deluded 
who were allowed to sail 
into office mistook it as a 
mandate and proceeded to 
over-reach.

Well, now, the no-
show voters realize what 
their lackadaisical voting 
has cost them. All across 
the country the wake-up 
call is deafening. Recalls 
are running rampant and, 
hopefully, although still 
disappointed with Obama’s 
civilized approach in deal-
ing with the obstruction-
ists, they will opt for in-
telligence, honesty and 
integrity and hope that the 
last few years has proven to 
our president that you can-
not pet a mad dog.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

Value human and animal life

S
ince this issue has 
gone viral — as you 
can see, I am from 
Virginia — I wish to 

join with those protesting 
this abuse of horses and ask 
that horse-drawn carriages 
be discontinued as soon as 
possible.

It is not only the horses 
over which I am concerned, 
but the possibility that hu-
mans could be gravely hurt 

or killed if one of those 
horses is spooked by traf-
fic or some other loud dis-
turbance. I have signed the 
petition to bring an end to 
this nightmare scenario 
and I would not ride in one 
of those carriages for any 
amount of money because 
I would fear for my life 
and that of that poor horse 
drawing the carriage.

For Lord’s sake, stop 

putting profit ahead of hu-
man and animal lives. That 
is the trouble today in this 
country: All industry is 
putting profit ahead of life 
and the environment, and 
it needs to stop and stop 
now.

Richard W. Firth
Mechanicsville, Va.

Avella picks wrong fi ght with horses

I
n response to your Dec. 
22-28 editorial “Avella: 
Pull on the Reins,” I 
must agree with you 

for calling state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) “a fight-
er for the people.”

But I could not dis-
agree more by your defense 
of the horse-drawn carriage 

industry. There is noth-
ing romantic about seeing 
horses work in all weather 
conditions and then have to 
trudge through traffic up 
to 2 miles to their West Side 
warehouses.

There is an easy solu-
tion to your concern for job 
loss: The carriage drivers 

whose life ambition is to 
ride tourists around Cen-
tral Park can use their own 
blood, sweat and tears and 
ride pedicabs.

Mickey Kramer
Upper East Side

Manhattan
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Richard
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Dishing 
with Dee

B
y now I’m sure you 
are aware that Eric 

Ulrich has been 
appointed as the 

New York City campaign 
chairman for Republican 
presidential candidate 
Mitt Romney. After Rom-
ney won in both Iowa and 
New Hampshire, hopefully 
for Eric he will do equally 
well in South Carolina and 
Florida.

Personally, I like Rom-
ney. Why, you ask? First of 
all, most of the candidates 
have some good things go-
ing for them, but they also 
have some not so good 
things.

What are the attacks 
on Romney by Republicans 

and Democrats?
1. He came from the fi-

nancial world, but did well 
by his clients and that type 
of talent is what we need 
right now in our time of 
dire financial straights.

2. He is a Mormon. I 
always thought a man’s 
religion was his private af-
fair. When he was governor 
of Massachusetts, he never 
tried to convert anyone 
nor was it a factor in any 
governmental decisions he 
made.

3. His health care pro-
gram in Massachusetts, 
they say, is too much like 
Obama’s. Since Romney im-
plemented the health care 
program first, obviously 
the Obama people liked it 
well enough, albeit with 
some tinkering, to use it 
as their template. Romney 
also said each state should 
be free to elect whatever 
program works well for it, 
as all state needs are not 

the same.
4. They said he fired a 

lot of people when he was 
hired to turn companies 
around that were headed 
for bankruptcy. That obvi-
ously was the right deci-
sion, as later the companies 
became successful. A sta-
tus they could not achieve 
while they were bloated 
and heavy with unneces-
sary employees. That same 
technique should be used 
in our bureaucracy, where 
we have one committee in 
charge of turning all the 
screws to the left and the 
other committee turning 
all the screws to the right. 
Romney said it is more ef-
ficient and cost-effective to 
have one committee com-
petent enough to be able to 
turn all the screws either 
left or right. Sounds logical 
to me!

At this moment, it’s 
virtually impossible for a 
handicapper to predict with 

any accuracy who the Re-
publican presidential can-
didate will be. They change 
on a daily basis, as some 
wag said — they change 
their first-choice candidate 
just about as often as the av-
erage person changes their 
underwear. Three candi-
dates have already dropped 
out: Herman Cain, Mi-

chele Bachmann and Jon 

Huntsman.
On Jan. 11, the 109th 

Precinct Community Coun-
cil had its monthly meeting 
and it was an about-face. 
Instead of the members 
presenting the “Cops of the 
Month” with a plaque, city 
Comptroller John Liu, the 
guest speaker, presented 
the council with a citation 
thanking it for an excellent 
job it is doing.

Last Thursday night, 
the Jefferson Democrat-
ic Club held its meeting 
at the Club House at the 
Clearview Golf Course. 

Elizabeth Crowley was 
the guest speaker. She is as 
intelligent as she is attrac-
tive. She presented numer-
ous solutions to common 
problems that most com-
munities experience.

A sad note was that 
two of their longstanding 
members had retired. They 
were Richard Rapp and 
Jerry McSweeney. Both 
men did great jobs for the 
club and will be hard to 
replace, but that club has 
so many talented members 
I’m sure both seats will be 
filled sooner than later.

Everybody was re-
minded it’s now time to par-
ticipate in the Valentines 
for Vets drive, which was 
originally started by Ann-

Margaret Carrozza, who 
is still involved, and the 
program is co-sponsored 
by Dr. Robert Mittman, as 
well as the Jefferson Demo-
cratic Club. Questions? 
Call state Assemblyman 

Ed Braunstein’s office at 
718-357-3588.

Sunday evening 
marked a change of pace, 
and what a fun evening it 
was. The “Trattoria 35” 
held a “Night at the Opera,” 
dinner in their upstairs 
party room. The dinner 
package included a four-
course meal, beer, wine, 
tax, tips and valet parking. 
As to the opera part, they 
had Lloyd Arriola at the 
piano; Jennifer Gliere, a 
soprano; Kevin Courte-

manche, a tenor; and Rob-

ert Garner, a baritone, and 
his wife Laura Kate, also a 
soprano.

Chapter 2 of the “Slap 
at GOP Queens King Mak-
ers,” this time the culprits 
in the frying pan were 
Dennis Gallagher, Dr. Jay 

Golub D.D.S. and Robert 

Hornak. It was on Page 6 of 
Sunday’s edition of the New 
York Post. We wonder who 
gets fried next week ....

Romney a better candidate than most people think

Paper ballots in Iowa more effi cient than voting machines

H
ere in New York 
state, we have been 
using voting ma-
chines for at least 

the last 70 years. When 
these machines came into 
use, it was heralded as an 
end to voting fraud, since 
votes would now be count-
ed by the voting machines 
instead of by hand. There 
seemed to be little possibil-
ity of mistakes in counting 
the ballots.

That, of course, has not 
always been the case with 
periodic machine failures.

As the recent Iowa 
caucus showed, American 
democracy takes different 

forms in so far as voters 
at the Iowa caucus voted 
by paper ballot and depos-
ited these ballots in a box 
in front of poll watchers. 
When all the votes were 
cast, the ballots would be 
hand-counted and the re-
sults announced.

This procedure was al-
most the same as most vot-
ing done a hundred years 
ago. It is important to note 
that the election results 
were known at the end of 
the evening, when former 
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney was announced as 
the caucus winner by eight 
votes.

There were no absen-
tee ballots to worry about. 
When we observe this type 
of voting, it invokes an old 
cliche: The more things 
change, the more things 
stay the same.

It is difficult to imag-

ine an election primary 
called a caucus in which no 
voting machines or comput-
ers are used to any great ex-
tent, but based on the Iowa 
system, it seems the results 
were achieved efficiently 
and speedily.

Pertaining to various 
presidential primaries and 
caucuses in some states, 
such as New Hampshire, 
independent voters are per-
mitted to vote in Republi-
can and Democratic party 
primaries.

In New York state, in-
dependent voters are not al-
lowed to vote in such prima-
ries. The argument could 
be made that having inde-
pendents vote in political 
party elections defeats the 
purpose of those elections, 
since if people not affili-
ated with a specific party 
can vote in their primaries, 
the results of the elections 

are not a true picture of the 
party viewpoint.

It should also be men-
tioned that most indepen-
dents who are voting in Re-
publican and Democratic 
primaries are not active 
members of those political 
parties and contribute lit-
tle to the building of these 
party organizations. In 
some states where indepen-
dents were allowed to vote 
in party elections, it was 
thought that by voting with 
a particular party it would 
encourage them to become 
members of that party.

Just the opposite, how-
ever, has occurred. There 
has been in recent years a 
continual increase in the 
number of registered inde-
pendents.

This matter has not 
become a political issue 
in New York state. Our 
state legislators have been 

united in maintaining the 
integrity of our political 
system, which means only 
registered members of a 
political party can vote in 
party primaries.

The results of the New 
Hampshire primary gave 
a decisive win to Romney, 
who followed up with a 
victory statement to his 
supporters. If he also wins 
decisively in the South 
Carolina primary, it will 
look like he is on his way to 
the Republican nomination 
for president of the United 
States.

When we analyze some 
of the advantages Romney 
has going into the primary 
season, he has name rec-
ognition, having run four 
years ago, in addition to 
his spending much of the 
last four years since 2008 in 
preparation for this presi-
dential run.

He has considerable fi-
nancial resources and has 
built an impressive cam-
paign organization, espe-
cially in the early primary 
states. He is also a good pub-
lic speaker and has a grow-
ing list of endorsements. He 
seems to demonstrate com-
mand presence or, to put it 
another way, is perceived 
as being presidential.

In 1968, his father, 
George Romney, intended 
to run for president but 
dropped out shortly before 
the New Hampshire pri-
mary due to low polling 
results. Today, his son has 
made a significant come-
back.

If Romney is the Re-
publican candidate and 
runs against Democratic 
President Barack Obama 
this year, it promises to be 
an interesting and historic 
campaign.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action
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Purchase These Vouchers

Exclusively AT:
www.BoroDeal.com

$25.00
REGULAR PRICE

The Fine Print

Body By Berle
$25 BUYS $50 AT
BODY BY BERLE There never seem to be enough hours in the day 

to tackle everything on your to-do list. From work 

and errands to appointments and events, it can 

be easy to overlook one important thing—taking 

care of yourself. Get in shape in less time with 

today's deal from Body By Berle: $25 buys two 

personal training sessions, a $50 value!

The experienced trainers at Body By Berle focus 

on the Nautilus system, which gives you the most 

efficient workout. With your personal trainer, you'll 

get coached through an hour-long exercise pro-

gram designed for you. During your session, you'll 

use fitness equipment that works every muscle 

in your body. All you need is two sessions each 

week.

Check one more thing off your to-do list when you 

pick up today's deal from Body By Berle.

Body
By Berle

61-18, Suite 223
Fresh Meadows NY, 11367

Limit per person: 1 (+1 as a gift)
Promotion Expires on April 01, 2012
New Members only
Expires 4/1/2012
1 voucher per person
Can not be combined with any other offers

BY REBECCA HENELY

A Long Island City on-
line grocery company has 
filed for a large tax incen-
tive program in New Jer-
sey, but New York state and 
city agencies are hoping 
that Fresh Direct stays — if 
not in Queens, then at least 
in the city.

“It would certainly be 
disappointing if they left,” 
said state Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria). “I think 
it’s important that 
the business cli-
mate in New York 
continues to be 
welcoming.”

Fresh Direct, at 23-
30 Borden Ave., delivers 
groceries and caters to 
Manhattan, Brooklyn and 
Queens through its web-
site at freshdirect.com. It 
employs 2,000 people at its 
Long Island City facility, 
according to its website.

Erin Gold, a spokes-
woman for the New Jersey 
Economic Development Au-

thority, said the state was 
not wooing the grocery, but 
the company had applied to 
New Jersey’s Urban Transit 
Hub Tax Credit Program in 
November.

“Of course, we’re all 
about creating jobs in the 
state and encouraging 
private investment,” Gold 
said. “Anytime we can do 
that it would be good news 
for the state.”

The program offers 
tax credits equal to up  

to 100 percent of 
qualified capital 
investments made 
over eight years 

within a half mile of vari-
ous types of public trans-
portation in the New Jer-
sey cities of Camden, East 
Orange, Elizabeth, Hobo-
ken, Jersey City, Newark, 
New Brunswick, Paterson 
and Trenton. The program 
includes other benefits and 
developers must make a 
minimum $50 million capi-
tal investment in a facility 
to qualify.

Fresh Direct declined 
to comment. Officials said 
the grocery was planning 
on moving in order to ex-
pand.

Despite the filing, New 
York state is not letting the 
grocery go without a fight.

“Fresh Direct started 
in New York and we’re do-

ing everything possible to 
make sure the thousands 
of jobs they represent stay 
in New York,” said Austin 
Shafran, spokesman for 
Empire State Development, 
a state agency that pro-
motes business investment 
and growth.

City officials said New 
York was looking at trying 
to get Fresh Direct to move 
to a new facility in the 
Bronx.

Gianaris said if the 
grocery were to move to the 
Bronx, it would be prefera-
ble to the company moving 
out of state, but the best op-
tion would be for it to stay 
in the neighborhood.

“My main concern as 
always is to create jobs in 
western Queens,” Gianaris 
said. “Their departure to 
any other place has been  
disappointing to us.”

Lou Araujo, co-owner 
of Spark’s Deli, at 28-31 
Borden Ave., said many of 
his customers come from 
Fresh Direct and if it left 

it would have a negative ef-
fect on his business.

“It’s one of those things 
where they’re not the only 
ones who have left,” Arau-
jo said. “It’s another one 
that’s due to leave and I’m 
going to have to wait for six 
months, a year or longer 
for someone to occupy that 
space.”

He said FedEx was 
planning to move close 
by soon and he hoped that 
would balance the loss.

Gianaris said while 
Fresh Direct would be a 
loss to the neighborhood, 
he said ups and downs are 
a common occurrence in 
an up-and-coming area like 
Long Island City and that 
the neighborhood still has 
an anchor in the film in-
dustry.

“I think the growth 
has been sufficient enough 
that the momentum will 
continue,” he said.

While Fresh Direct may be leaving Queens, a city Economic 
Development Corp. spokesman said efforts are being made 
to keep it elsewhere in the city rather than having it go to New 
Jersey. Photo by Christina Santucci

Big employer Fresh Direct may leave LIC for Jersey

FOR UPDATES SEE 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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14 Offi cials protest MSG blackout to boro fans
BY RICH BOCKMANN

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) is calling foul 
on Time Warner Cable and 
Cablevision for hitting an 
impasse that has resulted 
in a television blackout of 
a number of professional 
sports teams.

“Year after year, resi-
dents of New York City and 
all across the nation suffer 
through battles between 
cable channels and their 
service providers that of-
ten result in a disruption of 
service,” Avella said at his 
office Tuesday. “Nobody 
really knows which side, 
if any side, is being unrea-
sonable during these nego-
tiations.”

As of Monday, Time 
Warner Cable customers 
had missed 52 New York 
Knicks, New York Rangers, 
New Jersey Devils and New 
York Islanders games since 
the multi-year contract be-
tween the cable provider 
and one of its content pro-
viders, MSG — which is 

owned by Cablevision — ex-
pired Dec. 31.

Time Warner Cable 
claims it agreed to pay a 6.5 
percent increase for three 
MSG channels.

“MSG reneged on 
the deal and wanted a 53 
percent increase for MSG 
and MSG+ and wanted 
to include Fuse, which is 
watched by less than one-
tenth of a percent of TWC 
customers,” said spokes-
man Eric Mangan.

A spokesman for MSG 
said Time Warner had re-
jected all of the fair and 
reasonable proposals the 
company put on the table.

“MSG is simply ask-
ing Time Warner Cable to 
value our content in the 
same manner as other TV 
providers — nothing more, 
nothing less,” the spokes-
man wrote in an e-mail.

Both spokesmen said 
there were no ongoing, 
meaningful discussions be-
tween their companies.

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-

dens) wrote a letter to the 
heads of both companies, 
urging them to resolve 

their differences.
This is a game Avella 

has watched before. Cable 

providers are regulated by 
the city as public utilities, 
and Avella said he tried to 
introduce legislation when 
he was chairman of the City 
Council Subcommittee on 
Zoning and Franchises, re-
quiring the two companies 
to go to arbitration during a 
contract dispute in 2005.

The senator introduced 
a bill Tuesday that would 
require cable franchisees 
to negotiate contracts with 
independent cable channels 
fairly or else be required to 
enter into arbitration.

“These are public fran-
chises and there has to be 
more public input and over-
sight by the municipality,” 
he said. “The bottom line 
is the people who get most 
affected are the customers 
and the sports fans.”

Wearing a New York 
Rangers No. 30 Henrik Lun-
dqvist jersey, Bayside Hills 
resident Michael Feiner 
said he has been forced to 
come up with some creative 
solutions to follow his fa-
vorite teams.

“I go to Strawberry’s 
to watch Knicks games. 
The Rangers I listen to on 
the radio,” he said. “I guess 
you could figure out a way 
to watch on the computer.”

He said he believed the 
MSG company, which owns 
the Knicks and Rangers, 
had an ethical obligation 
to ensure fans could watch 
their teams.

“They finally made 
their two crappy teams de-
cent,” he said. “We’re the 
ones getting the shaft, and 
if not for us, they wouldn’t 
exist.”

In a game with several 
losers, the winners may 
end up being those who 
subscribe to other cable 
providers.

“I notice a lot more peo-
ple coming in, especially 
on the weekdays when they 
normally wouldn’t come 
out,” said Jim Gargan, one 
of the co-owners of the Sa-
fari Beach Club sports bar 
on Bell Boulevard, which 
subscribes to Verizon FiOS 
and DirecTV.

The New York Knicks’ Carmelo Anthony (r.) puts up a shot during 
the first half of an NBA basketball game against the Orlando Magic 
in Manhattan. Photo courtesy APP-Seth Wenig

BY JOE ANUTA AND HOWARD 
KOPLOWITZ

 
Embattled city Comp-

troller John Liu returned 
more than $13,000 in con-
tributions and disclosed a 
list of his campaign bun-
dlers as promised Tuesday 
amid questions about the 
finances of his unofficial 
2013 campaign for mayor.

But a TimesLedger 
Newspapers review of Liu’s 
latest city Campaign Fi-
nance Board filing as of 5 
p.m. found that not a penny 
of the $13,450 Liu gave back 
was returned to donors who 
originally aroused suspi-
cion by making contribu-
tions that seemed beyond 
their means according the 
jobs listed in the New York 
City Campaign Finance 
Board database, jobs such 
as a cook or cashier or sim-
ply unemployed.

To the contrary, many 

were lawyers, architects 
and business owners.

Liu has returned 
$13,450 in contributions 

since the middle of Sep-
tember, a month before 
The New York Times scru-
tinized Liu’s fund-raising 

practices and revealed 
many of Liu’s donors were 
cooks, cashiers or unem-
ployed.

The most donations 
returned on a single day 
occurred on Sept. 14, when 
the comptroller and for-
mer city councilman from 
Flushing gave back 10 dona-
tions of $800 each — the No. 
8 is considered to be lucky 
in Chinese culture. All of 
the donations that were re-
turned to the lawyers and 
business owners had been 
donated on that same day. 
One of those donors was 
bundler Xing Wu “Oliver” 
Pan, who was charged in 
federal court with conspir-
acy to commit wire fraud in 
relation to Liu’s campaign.

It is unclear whether 
Liu knew of Pan’s actions.

An undercover FBI 
agent posing as a Chinese 
businessman wanted to 
contribute $16,000 to Liu’s 
campaign and, accord-
ing to federal charges, 
Pan suggested setting up 
straw donors — people who 

would use their names to 
contribute and would be re-
imbursed for the arrange-
ments — to skirt campaign 
finance laws.

Pan also showed up on 
Liu’s recent filing as one of 
20 campaign bundlers who 
collected donations for the 
comptroller’s 2013 cam-
paign.

This is the first time 
Liu has made the names of 
his bundlers public.

The documents showed 
Pan helped collect $13,600 
for Liu’s campaign.

The most prolific bun-
dler for Liu was Raymond 
Fong, a Manhattan doctor 
who collected $18,100 for 
Liu.

Campaign finance re-
cords showed Fong mostly 
bundled the donations from 
physicians.

City Comptroller John Liu is facing scrutiny over his campaign finances. Photo by Christina Santucci

Liu returns campaign cash as fund-raising probe lingers
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

Wide Variety of
Slipcovers & Reupholstery Fabrics

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS 
THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Wood Blinds by Hunter Douglas
 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Shutters by Hunter Douglas
 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Privacy Sheers
 
 

Luminette® with Power Glide

 Literise®
 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Decor® with Literise®
 Brillance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Custom Draperies
 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

 Verticals by Hunter Douglas
 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Shadings by Hunter Douglas
 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings

 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Honeycomb Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertaglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Horizontal Blinds by
   Hunter Douglas
 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Window Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

A Hunter Douglas Centurion 
Dealer

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Custom Radiator 
Covers

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient 17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393
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* Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) quoted are accurate as of 01/04/12 and are subject to change.  
A minimum deposit of $500 is required to open a USAVE IRA CD and earn the APYs. Penalties may 
be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. All accounts are subject to our normal 
approval process and must be funded with new monies. Offer good only for personal customers. 
Offer may be withdrawn at any time. This offer is not available in combination with any other  
offer. Member FDIC.

© 2012 Amalgamated Bank. All rights reserved.

When it comes to  
your retirement, big  

banks don’t think  
as big as we do.

Put your hard-earned money to work for  
you — not for your bank. Stop by Amalgamated  

and ask about our high IRA CD rates today.

These accounts are perfect for  
new and rollover IRAs.

3-Year CD

1.25 %APY* 

13-Month CD

1.00%
APY* 

BY JOE ANUTA

A Flushing school cut 
the ribbon on new equip-
ment last week, allowing 
the Queens College School 
of Math, Science and Tech-
nology to live up to its 
name.

The upgrade came in 
the form of a new media 
lab at PS/IS 499, at 148-20 
Reeves Ave., which will 
give youngsters access to 
better technology to en-
hance their learning.

“We are thrilled,” 
said Principal Helene Ja-
cobs. “Everybody is just 
thrilled.”

The $200,000 for the 
new gear, which included 
laptop and desktop comput-
ers, a server and interac-
tive white boards that act 
almost as a chalkboard-
sized digital canvas, was 
provided through the office 
of City Councilman James 
Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-

ows).
“I think talent plus 

tools equals success,” 
Gennaro told a group of 
students Friday afternoon. 
“You never know where life 
is going to take you, but if 
you use your talent to the 
best of your ability and re-
ally believe in yourself, you 
can make amazing things 
happen.”

The new computers 
and SMART boards in the 
media lab, where students 
can perform research and 
learn about technology, 
will replace the aging and 
sometimes sluggish de-
vices the students learned 
with before, according to 
Jacobs.

And the SMART 
boards in nine classrooms 
throughout the schools and 
additional laptops will al-
low teachers to more easily 
integrate multimedia into 
their instruction instead of 
laboring over the copy ma-

chine or making archaic 
transparencies.

If a school principal 
wants an upgrade to a com-
puter lab or a library, he or 
she must apply for what is 
known as a Reso A grant.

The grants are doled 
out by area Council mem-
bers — in this case Genna-
ro — after educators write 
a letter to the lawmakers 
describing the situation 
in their school and the up-
grades they would like.

A template of the let-
ter is available on the city 
Department of Education 
website.

In the generic template, 
the politician is praised be-
fore the state of the school 
is described.

“You have been ex-
tremely instrumental in 
supporting PS ___,” the 
letter reads, reserving 
space to plug in the specific 
school.

PS/IS 499 gets new tech lab 
from $200K Gennaro grant

Radiation therapy is 
used to shrink cancerous 
tumors by damaging the 
offending cells’ DNA, thus 
rendering it unable to re-
produce, according to the 
National Cancer Institute.

But radiation cannot 
be delivered on a cell-by-
cell basis, which means 
there is always collateral 
damage.

Radiation therapy 
harms nearby healthy cells 
in the process, which can 
permanently damage parts 
of a patient’s body and 
cause a whole host of side 
effects like fatigue or the 
Hollywood symbol for the 
disease: hair loss.

“Hearing how much 
the patients suffered from 
the treatment made me 
want to do something,” 
Chitti said. “It seems wrong 
that something that is de-
signed to help people to get 
better can cause them so 
much damage as a side ef-
fect.”

So Chitti began look-
ing for the disease’s Achil-
les’ Heel.

A tumor grows by split-
ting its cells into two. Then 
those two cells divide again 
and the process repeats it-
self as the tumor takes over 
more and more of the body.

But the same thing 
that allows the cancer to 
grow is what also makes it 
vulnerable, Chitti said.

There is a certain cell 
that sustains the tumor, 
and it is most easily harmed 
when it is in the process of 
dividing. So Chitti devel-
oped a math equation that 
could predict when that 
cell, in a metaphorical 
sense, let down its guard.

“The cancer is weakest 
when this one type of cell is 
dividing,” he said. “So by 
attacking it then, we can do 
more damage and optimize 
treatment.”

Chitti mapped the di-
visions of this one type of 
cell and put it into a spread-
sheet. By combining those 
numbers with other obser-
vations about the tumor, he 
was able to come up with an 
accurate model.

Eventually, he checked 
his equation against an ac-
tual case of cancer and then 
extrapolated it so he could 
apply it more broadly.

“It took a while to go 
through this process of 
forming equations,” he 
said. “But to generalize it 
you need to go beyond, and 
it requires a lot of think-
ing.”

The young researcher 
has applied to colleges 
across the country, but 
has not made up his mind 
where he wants to go. One 
thing he does know is that 
eventually he would like to 
attend medical school.

“I want to become a 
doctor and be involved in, 
not just coming up with 
cures, but also interacting 
with patients and showing 
them individual attention 
and care,” he said.

Chitti already volun-
teers at New York Hospital 
Queens in Flushing.

He completed his re-
search with guidance and 
advise from his research 
mentor, Christopher 
Lange.

Continued from Page 1

Intel
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$100 OFF
Eyeglasses

plus FREE 2nd Pair
Includes EYE EXAM

$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with 
clear plastic, single vision lenses +/- 4 sph., 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, 
sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends: 4/30/10.

Buy now pay later, 
0% interest free financing.

See store for details.

We Are GVS Providers.
Most Union and Vision Plans Accepted.

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses

plus FREE 2nd Pair
Includes EYE EXAM

Bay Terrace Shopping Center
211-51 26th Ave. - Bayside 

Business Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10am-7pm; Thurs. 10am-8pm; Fri. 10am-6pm; Sat. 10am-6pm; Sun. 11am-6pm
DOCTORS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS

BTBTBT

Clearsoft® brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any other 
offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Offer ends: 4/30/10
Clearsoft® brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any other offers, 
sales, vision plans or packages. Offer ends:12-31-1112-31-11

11-30-11

12-31-11
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Our Technicians  
Are Proven Pros  

With Certification  
From ASE And  

N.Y. State  
Recognized

NYS 
INSPECTION 

STATION

BARNEY’S SERVICE STATION
200-05 Horace Harding Exp. Bayside
(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. and L.I.E. (Westbound)

Before You Choose An Auto  
Repair Service Station  

Please Call  
The BBB (212) 533-6200  

MEMBER OF  
BETTER  

BUSINESS  
BUREAU

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

WINTER SPECIAL
SPECIAL

FLUSH COOLING 
SYSTEM

New Anti-Freeze

Battery Pads or Reline Shoes

Dex Cool Anti-Freeze Add $10.00

Only  

$24
Reg. $29.95

$79 $99
$49

Dex-Cool 

Add $10

Most Foreign &  

Domestic Cars  

Includes:   

IO Point Safety  

Check and Up To 5  

Quarts Motor Oil

Rotate tires 
$10.00  extra

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 2.19.12

$20  

Additional For  

Semi-Metallic

TONY PANVINI,
OWNER

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 2.19.12

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 2.19.12

Coupons must be presented at time of 

estimate.  Most cars, With coupon only

Expires 2.19.12

Serving 

Bayside  

For Over 

25 Years

this burglary crew was very 
crafty,” said Deputy Inspector 
Brian Maguire, commanding of-
ficer of the 109th Precinct.

On Dec. 12, Officers Matthew 
Slawn and Gregory Aull respond-
ed to a burglary in progress near 
the corner of 28th Avenue and 
120th Street, according to Magu-
ire.

The officers discovered men 
in a van with various types of 
metal in the back that belonged to 
the company.

Officer Edwin Martinez 
and Sgt. Michelle Kemp arrived 
a short time later, and Kemp re-
called that a burglary had been 
reported at the site before, Magu-
ire said. In fact, she had recom-
mended some security upgrades 
to make the business safer, but 
they were apparently not imple-
mented.

Kemp had a hunch that the 
men in the van had also hit a con-
struction site nearby, and her sus-
picions were confirmed when she 
observed another vehicle parked 
there with materials from both 
the site and from the company, ac-

cording to the deputy inspector.
In total, the metal they had 

taken was worth about $70,000, 
he said.

The burglars thought they 
were pulling a fast one on the 
NYPD, Maguire said, although it 
did not work out well for them.

During business hours, 
when work was being done at the 
construction site, the suspects 
would switch one of the locks on 
a gate, installing one that looked 
similar but that they could open 
when needed, he said.

When they would go back af-
ter hours to ransack the site for 
valuable metals, they would lock 
the gate behind them, the deputy 
inspector said.

“If 911 was called and we re-
sponded, it would seem like the 
area was secure,” Maguire said.

But Kemp’s gut instincts 
guided her to the rest of the sus-
pects, one of whom was connected 
to another burglary at a city Sani-
tation facility, according to the 
deputy inspector.

“Thanks to the outstand-
ing actions of these officers, a 
burglary crew was taken off the 
street,” Maguire said before the 
council handed over the awards.

In addition, the council, 
headed by President Chrissy 

Voskerichian and Vice President 
Vana Partridge, gave out awards 
to members of the community.

David Merker is a veterinar-
ian at Whitestone Animal hospi-
tal. While most crimes involve a 
perpetrator and a victim, the vic-
tims are not always people.

Last year, a man was stabbed 
to death in the 109th Precinct and 
his dog was seriously injured as 
well.

The man was taken to the 
hospital, but Officer Amanda 
Graney took the pooch to the 
vet where he was nursed back to 
health and eventually adopted.

“That’s police community 
partnership,” Voskerichian said.

The 109th also commended 
Kevin Campbell, a former NYPD 
officer, for his excellent work run-
ning security at New York Hospi-
tal Queens.

After the awards, city Comp-
troller John Liu took to the po-
dium to reminisce about his old 
stomping grounds — he was for-
merly a Flushing city council-
man — and commend the council 
on its work in completely pack-
ing the meeting with people on a 
monthly basis.

mending to deny the spa’s applica-
tion after approving another gi-
gantic development nearby makes 
no sense.

In 2009, the borough presi-
dent and community board voted 
to approve plans for a $1 billion 
NYPD cadet training facility, 
which will sit on 35 acres of land 
and house 2,000 parking spaces 
when complete.

“I don’t see how the borough 
president could approve some-
thing like that and not approve a 
small business like you,” he said 
to the group. “I think BSA will ap-
prove this.”

The team behind the spa 
were also a little shocked as well, 
according to Irwin Park, whose 
father owns the property.

“We were surprised,” Park 
said, citing a vote  by a committee 
of the board that recommended to 
approve the plans..

The College Point Corporate 
Park Task Force is a subset of the 
community board and its vote 
does will factor into the BSA deci-
sion . But it voted 8-1 in favor of the 
project before the board voted to 

deny by a vote of 25-5.
“It was a dramatic reversal,” 

Park said.
The team has worked to cor-

rect some of the objections raised 
by the board and Marshall by hir-
ing outside consultants to look at 
structural pilings and valet park-
ing.

In response to another con-
cern by the board, Park said  his 
father might not have experience 
running a spa, but he has oper-
ated other small businesses in 
addition to the Kew Motor Inn, a 
motel that charges by the hour in 
Flushing.

Starting in the early 1980s, 
his father ran apartment build-
ings in Manhattan before start-
ing a successful bagel factory 
toward the end of the decade. 
After that he operated a chain of 
Dunkin’ Donuts stores around 
the borough.

“He has a lot of different 
small business experience,” Park 
said. “He did anything he that 
thought was a good idea and in-
volved hard work and some in-
vestment capital.”

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

109 Pct.
Continued from Page 2

Avella
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1 New accounts and new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not 
currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. The APY is effective January 3, 2012. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 1.11% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90-day period the rate will revert to standard 
pricing and rate may change at any time without notice. You must maintain a daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the monthly maintenance fee of $10. A daily balance below $5,000 will be assessed a lower Annual 
Percentage Yield. Fees may reduce earnings. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details and information about these offers. 2 New accounts and new money only. The APY is effective January 3, 2012. Annual percentage yield (APY) assumes principle 
and interest remain on deposit until maturity. A withdrawal of interest will reduce earnings. The interest rate will be fixed for the term of the account unless the Bump-Up option is exercised. If exercised the interest rate will be adjusted accordingly and remain fixed for the 
remaining term of the account. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. 3 New checking account with new money only. Existing 
checking account customers are not eligible. This offer is limited to one checking account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new checking account is $100. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $75 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each 
debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments OR Direct Deposit – You will receive $75 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal OR signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 
or more. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Tax refunds do not qualify as direct deposits. Online Bill-payments, Debit Card Purchases and Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER 
CAN RECEIVE IS $150. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. 
Speak with a branch representative for further details.

Flushing Bank is a trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB. Member FDIC

1.11%
APY1  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

BestRate Checking

1.30%
APY2  

$5,000 minimum deposit 

30-Month Bump-Up CD

We’re celebrating our newest branch opening in Borough Park with great rates at all our  
locations. Plus, open a new BestRate or Totally Free Checking account and get up to $1503.   
Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to www.FlushingBank.com.

Great rates for the New Year.

The Bank of East Asia (U.S.A.) N.A.   

Member of BEA Group  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commercial Loan, Trade Finance, Letter of Credit, 

Residential & Commercial Mortgage, Wire Transfers, 

Safe Deposit Box, Certificate of Deposit,  

Savings, Checking, & Business Accounts  
 

 

Branches in New York:    

Canal Street Main Branch:   
202 Canal Street, New York, NY  10013    Tel:  (212) 238-8208 

Brooklyn Branch: 
5714 8

th
 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY  11220    Tel:  (718) 210-0508 

Flushing Branch:  
39-02 Main Street, Flushing, NY  11354    Tel:  (347) 905-9772 
 
Branches in California:    

Alhambra, Clement, Hacienda Heights, Noriega, Oakland, San Gabriel,   
San Francisco Chinatown, South San Francisco, Temple City, Torrance 
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

MTA officials were still nego-
tiating with the Transport Work-
ers Union Tuesday long after expi-
ration of the contract between the 
transit agency and workers who 
operate New York City buses and 
subways.

Hundreds of transit workers 
rallied in 19-degree weather shortly 
before the contract expired at mid-
night Jan. 15, with TWU President 
John Samuelson 
vowing to fight 
on.

The Metro-
politan Transportation Authority, 
in financial straits, says it cannot 
afford raises for the workers.

Samuelson has said the TWU 
“will not eat zeroes” — a reference 
to the MTA’s insistence on no pay 
raises.

A settlement agreeable to the 
MTA would overcome a major hur-
dle in the agency’s efforts to rein 
in its monumental financial prob-
lems.

It is a baptism by fire for Jo-
seph Lhota, the new chairman of 
the MTA board.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 

achieved success so far in demand-
ing no pay raise contracts with sev-
eral large public agency unions.

The word “strike” has not 

publicly emerged from the negotia-
tions. The last strike lasted three 
days in late December 2005.

The TWU struck for 11 days 
in 1980 with Mayor Edward Koch 
standing at the approach to the 
Brooklyn Bridge to encourage mul-
titudes of walking commuters.

The first strike came New 
Year’s Day 1966, Mayor John Lind-
say’s first day in office. Michael 
Quill, the Irish-born founder and 
president of the Transport Work-
ers Union, spoke of the judge who 
ordered him jailed: “The judge can 
drop dead in his black robes. I don’t 
care if I rot in jail. I will not call off 
the strike.”

The strike ended after 12 days. 
Quill, who was rushed to Bellevue 
Hospital from jail, died 14 days lat-
er on Jan. 26.

Reach contributing writer Phil-
ip Newman by e-mail at timesledg-
ernews@cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Joseph Lhota waves from the state Senate galley after his confirmation vote as chairman of the 
MTA earlier this month. AP Photo/Mike Groll

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s non-violent quest for ra-
cial equality has left an indelible 
mark on the nation and Queens 
residents kept his memory alive 
Monday by honoring the Nobel 
Peace Prize winner at a commu-
nity-focused event.

City Councilman James 
Sanders Jr. (D-Laurelton) met 
with civic leaders and residents at 
St. Luke Cathedral in Laurelton 
in an effort to deal with the rise 
of senseless violence in that area 
against the backdrop of King’s 
commitment to non-violence.

“Our immediate community 
is beset with the question of rapes, 
youth dying in the streets, preda-
tory lending — where people are 
taking the homes of elders and 
others — of crime of every type,” 
said Sanders, whose constituents 
live in Laurelton, Springfield 
Gardens, Edgemere, Bayswater, 
Averne, Rosedale and Far Rock-
away.

“The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. taught us that action in 

the face of injustice is what is 
needed,” he said. “So we’re teach-
ing people how to take back their 

streets.”
Sanders, who hosted Mon-

day’s gathering, MLK Day “Com-

munity or Chaos Conference” III, 
said the event was the brainchild 
of his chief of staff, Donovan Rich-
ards.

Workshops geared toward 
assisting residents who were 
starting or expanding nonprofits 
were offered at the church, at 133-
21 232nd St.

“Councilman Sanders chose 
today to inform and enlighten 
us,” said Sandra Broughton, a 
volunteer from Far Rockaway’s 
Ocean Breeze community. “We’re 
meeting to learn how to further 
our goals and get information on 
how to be successful and do away 
with the chaos of misinforma-
tion. Today’s event is all about 
going forward and building our 
community.”

Outreach Coordinator Wil-
fredo Florentino represents Citi-
zens Committee for New York 
City, a 40-year-old nonprofit that 
provides grants to volunteer-led 
community groups.

“Last year, we gave out over 
260 grants totaling half a million 
dollars,” he said.

The group’s goal is to engage 

in community improvement ef-
forts by offering skills-building 
workshops for free.

The organization, which gets 
some city funding but mostly pri-
vate funds, was establishing dur-
ing New York’s 1970s fiscal crisis.

“We’re currently living 
through another crisis, but our 
grant-giving capability has never 
been compromised,” he said.

Isaiah Marshall, a young 
volunteer from East Elmhurst 
whose aunt lives in Laurelton, 
applauded the event and the coun-
cilman’s initiative.

“This was a much-needed 
event and should take place more 
than once a year,” Marshall said. 
“This neighborhood has its fair 
share of trouble. It’s a work in 
progress. Sanders has helped tre-
mendously, hosting events that 
keep people informed.”

Sanders echoed King’s mes-
sage during the event.

“In the spirit of the great Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and of 
the noble civil rights movement, 
we decided to double our efforts, 
stop being accidental tourists 

King’s legacy remembered in charitable workshops

Councilman James Sanders (r.) takes a moment to chat with Casin Funn, 8, dur-
ing the event.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Whitestone 
groups pitch in 
for Memorial 
Day parade

The Whitestone Memo-
rial Day Parade, a staple of 
the neighborhood, is in dan-
ger of going out of existence, 
according to a Whitestone 
civic leader.

To help drum up funds 
for the beloved event, the 
American Legion Post of 
Whitestone, along with 
the Dwarf Giraffe Athletic 
League, will host a fund-
raising dance Jan. 28., ac-
cording to Al Centola.

The dance will take 
place at the league’s gym, at 
149-50 15th Road at 7 p.m.

Tickets are $50 and can 
be purchased at the build-
ing Monday through Friday 
after 6 p.m. or by calling 917-
748-9722.

All proceeds will go 
toward the Whitestone Me-
morial Day Parade Fund.

MTA labor talks carry on as contract expires

FOR UPDATES SEE 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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Switch to MCU Checking.
Make your move.

As a credit union, we don’t charge excessive fees.

Open an MCU Checking Account today!  
For more information visit nymcu.org

No monthly fee on your Debit Card

�

�

Free – Online  

Banking, BillPay  

and eStatements

No fee at non-MCU ATMs –  

with $2,000 in combined deposits
�

�

No checking  
account fee –  

with $500 combined  

monthly account balance*

Checking
Money Market 

CDs 

IRAs

Online Banking

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

Auto Loans

Credit Cards

Mortgages

Personal Loans

Convenient ATMs

waived for the first year following the opening of an account, if you are 21 and younger or 62 and older, and under certain other circumstances.
For more details, ask for a copy of the Credit Union’s Schedule of Dividends, Service Charges and Fees or visit our website at www.nymcu.org. s
Membership eligibility requirements must be met.

Federally insured by NCUA
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SCHOOL 
21-63 29th Street, Astoria, NY 11105

A Middle States Accredited School  

Over 88 Years of Excellence in Education

OPEN HOUSE DATES: 
January 30th – February 3rd, 8:30–10:30am 

Friday, February 3rd: Free Multicultural Family Night, 6:30–8:00pm

Just the Two of Us for Toddlers 18-36 Months — 90 minute session 1 or 2 Day Programs 
Nursery program for Three Year Olds — Half or Full Day, 2, 3, or 5 Day Programs 

Pre-Kindergarten for Four Year Olds — Half or Full Day, 5 Day Program 
Kindergarten for Five Year Olds — Full 5 Day Program 

Elementary School for First Grade through Eighth Grade

Annual Science Fair, and Family Events

Registration begins January 30th and will continue weekdays from 9:00am to 11:00am 

For more information please contact us at: 

(718) 728-1969  
Visit us at our website at www.icsastoria.org and follow us on Facebook

Come Celebrate Catholic Schools Week With Us!
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SLE-2, FWD Automatic Transmission, Power Windows And Locks,
Alloy Wheels AM/FM/CD radio, back-up camera and much more!
MSRP $28,860.00 Stk# 19540. Program Vehicle 180 Miles.

$23895

2011 GMC
TERRAIN

11 available
at similar
savings!

2012 CADILLAC CTS AWD

The Better Way!
Better Price!

Better Selection!
Better Service!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Start The Year Off Right

All offers, add tax & reg. fees. REGAL Price includes $3,000.00 Customer cash rebate, $1,000.00 lease conquest rebate.(must be in a current and active NON GM lease) **0.0% for 72 months in lieu of $3,000.00 customer cash( Regal ). TERRAIN Price includes $5,00.00 Customer
bonus cash rebate, $1,000.00 lease conquest rebate.(must be in a current and active NON GM lease) *GM program car with only 180 miles. Metallic Paint Additional. . Primary lender approval, Add tax & reg fees, plus CTS ( GM Financial ) $0 down / SRX ( GM Financial ) $0
down, bank fee $650, plus 1st Month payment. 12k miles per yr. 30c thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. Residual Value ( CTS $19,766.60 & SRX $22,517.00 ) . ( Must be a NON GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) †† Must have excellent credit, in
lieu of rebates. Best Price: Based on primary lender approval. In stock vehicles. Model for model, option for option. Must present bonafide written order from authorized new car competitor. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 1-25-2012.

BUICK

2012 Cadillac Models Include Complimentary Cadillac Premium Care Maintenance.

CadillacCelebrates ItsNewEdition...

BUICK
in Great Neck!

in Great Neck!

6 Speed Automatic,
1yr. Onstar, Turn By Turn

Navigation MSRP $39,115

LEASE FOR

$299
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC SRX FWD

Now Is The Perfect Time To Take Advantage Of
These Exceptional Offers From North Bay Cadillac.

3.6L V6 Improved Horsepower and Gas
Mileage! 6 Speed Automatic, 1yr.
Onstar, Turn By Turn Navigation MSRP
$39,715

LEASE FOR

$379
*

per month 39 months

LUXURY EDITION

TO4 Package, Automatic Transmission, Rear Airbags, Power Sunroof, High
Intensity Discharge Headlamps, Audio W/Navigation/Cd/Dvd Player,
Premium Sound System And Much More! Stk# 19092, MSRP $33,935.00

$27589

2011 BUICK
REGAL TURBO

0.0%
Financing available
for 72 months**

3 available
at similar
savings!
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Hundreds proceeded through 
Flushing Sunday during a 
Shia commemoration called 
the Arbaeen of Shuhada-e-
Karbala, which remembered the 
Prophet Muhammed’s grand-
son Imam Hussain, as well as 
Hussain’s bodyguard, Ghazi 
Abbas. (Clockwise from top l.): 
Mohammed Kazmi carries an 
alam in honor of Abbas; a man 
(l.) places his fingers on his 
lips after touching an equine 
representing Hussain’s horse, 
Zuljinah; men beat their chests 
in mourning; women march in 
a separate part of the proces-
sion; a man who identified him-
self as Abbas (third l.) kisses 
a coffin for Hussain; and the 
horse’s hooves are covered 
with dye to denote blood. 

Photos by Christina Santucci

Shia Muslims mourn Hussain during Flushing procession
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2012 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Weekend Service Changes

 
January 21–23, 28–30

February 4–6, 11–13, 18–21*, 25–27

March 3–5, 10–12, 17–19, 24–26, March 31–April 2

12:01 AM Saturdays to 5 AM Mondays

*Exception: Service resumes Tuesday, Feb 21, at 5 AM

 There will be no  service between Queensboro Plaza  
and Times Sq-42 St for 11 consecutive weekends.

 Take the  at Times Sq-42 St or Queensboro Plaza.

 Take the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av, Court Sq-23 St, 42 St-Port Authority, or Lexington Av/53 St.

  Free shuttle buses replace the  at Queensboro Plaza, Court Sq, Hunters Point Av, and  
Vernon Blvd-Jackson Av stations.

For service to/from:
 Times Sq-42 St: Transfer between the  and the  at Queensboro Plaza.

 42 St-Port Authority: Transfer between the  and the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av or Court Sq-23 St.

 5 Av: Transfer between the  and the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av.

  Grand Central-42 St: Take the  at Queensboro Plaza to Lexington Av-59 St and transfer to the , ,  
or , or take the at 74 St/Roosevelt Av or Court Sq-23 St to Lexington Av/53 St and transfer to the .

Court Sq station will close for 10 weeks beginning Saturday, January 21, 2012, to allow for replacement of platforms  
and windscreens, as well as installation of components to make the station completely ADA accessible.

We understand the inconvenience this may cause you, and we will do everything possible to help you get to your 
destination safely and easily. For updated information, look for station posters, visit mta.info to sign up for free 
email or text message alerts, or call 511.
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Join us in celebrating 
Catholic Schools Week

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT SCHOOL
34-45 202 STREET, BAYSIDE, NY 11361 

Mrs. Joan Kane, Principal

Nursery, Pre-K Half Day and All Day Programs

with Internet Access Art, Music, Gym and 

Before-School Program starting at 7:15 AM
After-School Program until 6:00 PM 

OPEN HOUSE

   REGISTRATION DAYS FOR THE 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

“Accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools”

OPEN SCHOOL
Monday, January 30, 

Tuesday, January 31, 

Wednesday, February 1, 

Thursday, February 2, 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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People experiencing the blues, feelings 
of depression and other mood disorders 
might be able to use vitamin D to alleviate 
symptoms of depression. New studies point 
to low blood levels of vitamin D as a culprit 
in depression. Simply increasing these lev-
els offers marked improvement.

A study conducted by VU University 
Medical Center in Amsterdam found that 
low levels of vitamin D may be linked to 
depression and other psychiatric illnesses. 
The Amsterdam research, which tracked 
over 1,200 people aged 65 to 95, showed 
that blood vitamin D levels were 14 percent 
lower in individuals with major and minor 
depression compared with non-depressed 
participants. 

A study in the United States indicated 
that vitamin D deficiency occurred more 
often in certain people, including African-
Americans, city dwellers, the obese, and 
those suffering from depression. 

People with vitamin D levels below 20 
ng/mL had an 85 percent increased risk of 
depression compared to those with vitamin 

D levels greater than 30 ng/mL.
Vitamin D has long been recognized 

as a nutrient essential to the development 
and maintenance of strong bones. It has 
also recently been discovered to be of cru-
cial importance to several aspects of over-
all health. Being deficient in vitamin D 
has been linked to a number of disorders, 
including cancer, autoimmune disease, 
diabetes, and now depression. 

Vitamin D, also known as the “sun-
shine vitamin,” is one of the few vitamins 
the body can produce. The body can get all 
the vitamin D it needs simply by being out 
in the sun with ample skin showing to ab-
sorb the rays. 

However, increased awareness about 
skin cancer, the importance of sunblock 
and  wearing clothes that protect skin from 
harmful UV rays has decreased many peo-
ple’s production of vitamin D considerably. 

In the United States, the National 
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 
found that nearly three-quarters of Ameri-

THE HEART 
HOSPITAL 
OF QUEENS

WHEN YOUR HEART 
IS IN QUEENS, 
YOU ARE IN 
EXCELLENT HANDS... 

This means that you don’t have to leave Queens to find excellent heart care.  
And, with the opening of a new wing on the main campus of New York Hospital 
Queens, we have added more services to protect and restore heart health. 

Our physicians and surgeons are board certified specialists. And, many highly skilled 
doctors throughout the area treat and refer their patients here. Together with our 
talented nurses and technicians, they deliver a higher level of expertise you can trust. 
Whatever your heart needs — you will find it right here. 

From state-of-the-art technology, to the most sophisticated procedures and 
 comprehensive rehabilitation and wellness programs, you can find a higher level of 
heart and vascular care, right here in the Heart Hospital of Queens.

Ask your doctor, call us, or visit nyhq.org to learn more.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

718-670-2087  
800-282-6684 (Find a Physician)
56-45 Main Street 
Flushing, NY 11355
nyhq.org

Today, there’s a Heart Hospital in Queens. This  hospital 
is filled with expertise on the diagnosis and treatment of 
cardiac and  vascular disease.

FEBRUARY IS AMERICAN HEART MONTH. 
FOR EVENTS AND INFORMATION VISIT NYHQ.ORG

Continued on Page 33

Vitamin D could fi x up 
that depressed moodoften pretend to understand 

what people say. Even when 
my surroundings are quiet, 

it can be hard to

I WILL

BETTER

HEAR
My wife says that our 

relationship would be so much

if she didn’t have to  
repeat herself so often.

100% SERVICE 
S AT I S FAC T I O N 
G U A R A N T E E

Applicable with the purchase of an AGX5, 7, or 9. 

YEAR WARRANTY
YEARS FREE BATTERIES 
YEARS LOSS AND  
DAMAGE INSURANCE 

75-DAY 
TRIAL 

Gloria Boms, Au.D.
Audiologist

����

Visit us online at www.gbaudiology.com

CALL TODAY
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT!

516.466.4299 
107 Northern Boulevard, Suite 309

Great Neck, NY 11021

Ample parking on premises!
SCAN
HERE
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

If you’re already finding it hard to stick to your New 
Year’s resolutions, perhaps you’ve set the bar too high. 
Why not make a few small changes that have long-term 
wellness benefits? For 2012, set realistic, achievable goals 
that fit into the context of your lifestyle. Start by changing 
only one thing — the rest will follow. 

“Take small steps to get there; most achievements 
take hard work and discipline,” said Forest Hills psycholo-
gist Karen Hartig. “You need patience and tolerance for 
the frustrations of everyday life.”

One angst-relieving resolution might be to gradually 
eliminate negative thinking. When your mind is filled 
with negative thoughts, you may end up attracting more 
of what you don’t want. Start by creating positive think-
ing patterns that will draw good energy and opportunity 
toward you. The power of change is in your hands. Now, 
think about a 2012 resolution, like de-cluttering your space 
so you can create a serene environment, and unclutter 
your mind.

“Think before you eat” should be our daily food man-
tra this year. Take a few seconds before you grab a handful 
of chips and consider a bowlful of popcorn instead. Lucille 
Roberts health coach Rohinee Somwaru suggests getting 
creative and thinking out of the box. She provides clients 
with individual nutrition/exercise plans to gradually 
wean them off bad eating habits. 

Wellness tips for 2012:
• Take Vitamin D3 every day: It’s supposed to pre-

vent the flu, certain cancers and provides a multitude of 
health benefits.

• Substitute tea for coffee: Tea is full of antioxi-
dants and great for digestive health — try mint or Earl 
Grey. Studies have shown that drinking three cups of tea 
a day may prevent heart disease, a heart attack or stroke, 
and lower cholesterol. It’s believed that green tea increases 
metabolism, helping you lose weight. 

• Eliminate soda, fast and processed foods.
• Eat breakfast: A balance of carbs, protein and fi-

ber will increase your energy levels.
• Cook at home: It’s healthier and cheaper than 

eating out.
• Consider cinnamon: Studies have shown that 

just 1/2 teaspoon of cinnamon per day can lower LDL (bad) 
cholesterol and may prevent diabetes. 

• Take belly dancing classes: Dancing boosts heart 
health just as much as exercise.

For 18 years, Christine Busini, a Forest Hills-based 
personal trainer and Middle Eastern dancer and teacher, 
has been helping people with their new year resolutions 
— year round. She teaches an eight-week belly dancing 
workshop (four 90-minute classes per week) at Tree of 
Life Yoga on Metropolitan Avenue or in your home (www.
treeoflifeyoga.net). A 30-minute abdominal workout and 
one hour of dance. “It’s a full workout. You don’t need the 
gym. It’s lots of fun and very social.” She and her troupe 
perform at downtown clubs like The Lafayette Grill and at 
the Tree of Life.

“As a personal trainer I evaluate you, assess your 
needs, then tailor a one-on-one program,” she said. She 
also offers nutritional advice and/or homeopathic rem-
edies for ailments.

• Get seven hours of sleep: Crucial for enhanced 
memory, delayed aging. Helps heal, restore and protect 
our vital organ functions.

• Eat fish (or take fish oil supplements): People 
who eat fish once a week have a 60 percent lower risk of 
developing Alzheimer’s disease due to the DHA a type of 
omega-3 fatty acid found in large quantities in the brain 
and in salmon, tuna, and cod.

• Learn portion control: Make every morsel count. 
Here are some portions suggestions: a light bulb size of 
whole grain pasta; a golf ball of hummus/peanut butter; a 
poker chip of olive oil; a tennis ball of cereal.

Incorporating mind and spirit exercises is a positive 
way to celebrate a new year:

• Practice random acts of kindness (a new app 
called “Boom Boom” keeps track for you).

Become altruistic. Doing for others gives us a sense 
of well-being. Altruism is good for the body, mind and 
spirit and has healing effects. Giving back or reaching out 
to help, eases stress and may strengthen the immune sys-
tem.

There’s exciting new research that proves the link 
between doing good and living a longer, healthier and hap-
pier life.

• Believe in the power of hugs: Research proves a 
connection between hugs and heart health. Hugs increase 
levels of the hormone oxytocin, which triggers a “caring” 
or “bonding” response and reduces blood pressure.

• Adopt a pet: They’re great for reducing stress, 
lowering blood pressure

• Get rid of debt: By cutting up your credit cards 
and paying off your higher balances first. Go on an all-
cash diet to reduce debt and stress.

• Curb your spending and start saving for a rainy 
day. Teach this to your kids and set an example. “To ful-
fill our dreams for the future, try to delay gratification at 
times. Look at the bigger picture of what you want,” said 
Hartig.

• Count your blessings.
• Don’t sweat the small stuff. Keep things in per-

spective.
“People need to balance out their lives to reduce 

stress. It’s important to find time for small pleasures in 
our lives,” Hartig said. “Pay attention to your emotions, 
your needs, wants and desires.”

• Live in the moment and celebrate small achieve-
ments in your quest for overall betterment. Find a healthy 
mind/body balance. And, finally, accept what you can’t 
change.
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Embracing a new you in 2012Embracing a new you in 2012
Tips and solutions to meet your  personal and fi nancial goals this year
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Do you think that all New Year’s resolu-
tions are a bit fi shy? Perhaps you’re suspi-
cious of the fads that appear each January, 
offering us the latest in fi tness and diet 
trends that promise a slimmer you in the 
year to come. This year instead of focusing 
on weight loss, why not resolve to try a tried 
and true resolution that will mean truly bet-
ter overall health for you and your family — 
eating well with foods like omega-3-rich At-
lantic salmon from the Gulf of Maine, where 
the salmon is the freshest?

This should be the year for paying more 
attention to overall health and well-being. 
Atlantic salmon is one of the healthiest and 
nutritious food choices available, and is a 
great addition to any New Year’s resolution 
that is aimed at living healthier. It’s an ex-
cellent source of protein, is loaded with vi-
tamins and minerals, and is also one of the 
best sources of natural omega-3 fatty acids.

Omega-3 polyunsaturated fats are often 
known as “the good fats,” and are considered 
essential because we need them in order to 
live a healthy life. The American Heart As-
sociation recommends that people include 
at least two servings of fi sh, particularly 
fatty fi sh such as Atlantic salmon, per week 
in their diets in part because of numerous 
health benefi ts associated with omega-3s.

As a great source of omega-3 DHA and 
EPA essential fatty acids, Atlantic salmon 
helps the body’s heart health — helping 
prevent heart disease and stroke, reduc-
ing the risk of cancer, lowering cholesterol; 
and may assist in brain health — maintain-

ing healthy brain activity and reducing the 
chance of developing Alzheimer’s disease in 
adults, and enhancing brain development 
and promoting learning in children. Stud-
ies have also shown that omega-3s may pre-
vent depression, schizophrenia and memory 
loss, along with just generally increasing 
our daily energy levels and acting as an anti-
infl ammatory.

Atlantic salmon leads the way, surpass-
ing all other seafood, including wild salmon, 
in omega-3 DHA and EPA amounts per serv-
ing. Not only that, but it’s an excellent source 
of protein and lower than beef or chicken in 
saturated fats.

A great way to work salmon in to your 
new year’s meal plan is to start slowly by 
swapping out one of your guilty pleasure 
meals — something you know isn’t very good 
for you — with a quick, delicious meal of At-
lantic salmon. You’ll feel better about the 
choice you’ve made and your body and mind 
will thank you.

164-11 Chapin Parkway, Jamaica Hills, NY 11432
718-298-7800 • www.margarettietz.org

A Member of the Beth Abraham Family of Health Services

Centrally located near the Queens communities of Kew Gardens Hills, Hillcrest 
& Jamaica Estates. Only 20 minutes from Brooklyn, Manhattan & the Five Towns.ad
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Our newly renovated rooms
are reflective of our 
upscale ambiance.

Our impressively expansive 
dedicated rehab gym
is well-stocked with the latest
cutting edge equipment.

We are proud to unveil 
the transformed 

Margaret Tietz Center –
featuring state-of-the-art subacute

and long-term care in 
a brand new luxurious setting.

State of the Art Rehab: 
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapies
• Specializing in quick recovery for 

orthopedic conditions such as 
Hip/Knee replacements & fractures 

• Holistic Team approach focused on
achieving independence and speedy
return to the community

™

Consider fi sh in your healthy 
new year’s diet for 2012

cans are deficient in vitamin D.
Although there are some food sources 

of vitamin D (salmon, tuna, mackerel and 
vitamin D-fortified dairy products, such 
as milk), the best way to get the vitamin is 
through moderate sun exposure. 

According to U.S News and World Re-
port, it’s impossible to produce vitamin D 
from the sun during the winter if you live 
north of Atlanta because the sun never gets 
high enough in the sky for its ultraviolet B 
rays to penetrate the atmosphere. 

But during the summer, when  UV-B 
rays hit the skin, a reaction takes place 
that enables skin cells to manufacture vi-

tamin D. If you’re fair skinned, experts say 
going outside for 10 minutes in the midday 
sun -- in shorts and a tank top with no sun-
screen -- will give you enough radiation to 
produce about 10,000 I.U. Darker-skinned 
individuals may need a little more time.

During the winter and for an extra 
boost, you will need to take an oral supple-
ment. A doctor can help determine how 
much you need based on a simple blood 
test.

With anxiety, depression, risk for 
heart attacks and a number of other health 
problems associated with low levels of vi-
tamin D, it may be in your best interest to 
supplement with the vitamin.

Metro Creative Connection

Continued from Page 28

Vitamin D
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Photos by Steve Solomonson

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

By Camille Sperrazza
     In the United States 40 to 50 million people 
suffer from allergy-related illnesses.
     “The allergic condition can take on many dif-
ferent forms,” says Dr. Gadi Avshalomov, an al-
lergy specialist in Mill Basin. “Allergies may be 
present as nasal or sinus problems, asthma, ecze-
ma, hives, or even a life-threatening anaphylactic 

reaction. Now more than ever, the patient’s battle 
with allergies has to be addressed on all fronts.” 
        To ease allergic symptoms, you first need to 
get to the root of the problem. Dr. Avshalomov 
performs the highest standards of testing and di-
agnosis, right at the office. A simple skin prick 
test, which is performed by pricking the skin 
with a bit of an allergen and waiting to see if a 

hive develops, can provide the answers in about 
20 minutes, says the doctor.
       The results will reveal what specific allergens 
you are allergic to, be it dust mites, pets, pollen, 
mold or foods. Being allergic can result in condi-
tions such as chronic congestion, a runny nose, 
eczema, sinusitis, and even asthma. 
      If you suffer from seasonal allergies, the doc-
tor can ascertain what specific pollens have an 
effect on you. 
    “It’s like detective work,” says Dr. Avshalo-
mov. “You break it down to what is causing the 
problem, and formulate a treatment plan.”
       Some patients can be treated with medication. 
Others may need immunotherapy, injections with 
a bit of the allergen to “desensitize them and stop 
the allergic reaction in their bodies,” says the 
doctor. This treatment allows patients to get on 
with their lives and be part of the great outdoors. 
If you have a pet but develop an allergy to its 
dander, with injections, you may possibly be able 
to live with it again. The results are that good. 
   “The success rate is over 75 percent,” says the 
doctor.
     Often people come to him after they have tried 
a variety of over-the-counter remedies, which 
haven’t helped. Dr. Avshalomov refers to these 
medications as Band-Aids. 
   “The only effective treatment is removal of 
allergen, when possible, and desensitization (al-
lergy shots),” he says. 
     “Nothing is ever generic or one-size-fits-all. 
Everyone has a unique reaction to allergens, so 
everyone needs a unique treatment regimen.” 
Once he knows exactly what people are allergic 

to, he creates custom-made allergy shots to meet 
their specific needs. 
    There are many theories as to why allergies 
are so prevalent, says the doctor. Living in an 
urban environment, like Brooklyn, is one factor, 
he says, as we are exposed to large amounts of 
dust mites, cockroaches, mice and molds. Other 
factors include genetics, human migration, and 
hygiene. 
     Interestingly, he says that modern medicine 
has also contributed to creating some conditions. 
“Once upon a time, people with asthma used to 
die,” he says. “Now, thank God, they’re living 
full lives, but they’re passing the problem down 
to the next generation.” 
    Dr. Avshalomov is board-certified to treat 
both adults and children. He specializes in the 
treatment of asthma and allergies. As a special-
ist in immunology, he deals with all disorders of 
the immune system, including sinus infections, 
pneumonia, and bronchitis. 
   “We offer the most current, scientifically-ap-
proved treatment in the field,” he says. Most ma-
jor medical plans are accepted.
        The doctor studied medicine at Tel Aviv Uni-
versity Medical in Israel. He has done specialty 
training at North Shore Long Island Jewish Hos-
pital and at Schneider’s Children’s Hospital. In 
addition to his private practice, he is an assistant 
professor at Schneider’s Children’s Hospital.
       Dr. Avshalomov (2084 E. 67th St. in Mill 
Basin, (718) 444-8014). Open Sunday 8 am - 
noon, Monday 2:30 - 6 pm, Tuesday 3 - 7 pm, 
and Thursday 9 am - 6 pm.

If you’re bothered by allergies or asthma, 
see Dr. Avshalomov at The Center for Allergy, 

Asthma and Immunology.

Fight allergies with the help of Dr. Gadi Avshalomov

Dr. Avshalomov can perform a skin prick test 
to determine what a patient may be allergic to.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.

Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you from doing what you want to do?

            Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of the lungs. People with 
asthma have Allergic airways that cause Wheezing and 
cough in response to certain “triggers”, leading to dif-
ficulty in breathing. The airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swelling of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway muscles, and the production 
of excess mucus. This results in a reduced airflow 
in and out of the lungs.  You may be waking up at 
night coughing or wheezing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you to breath and live 
much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your body’s immune 

system to substances that usually cause no reaction in 
most individuals. Reactions can be hives, congestion, 
sneezing, coughing, sore throat, headache, and itchy 
runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal dander. For people aller-

gic to these common substances, symptoms can be 
quite bothersome. And treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies  Sinus Conditions & Asthma

Environmental Allergies  Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771 718-444-8014

Photos by Steve Solomonson
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BY ALEX PALMER

Quitting smoking is one of the most 
common resolutions, and one of the most 
difficult to accomplish. But with the right 
approach and some patience, experts agree 
that there is plenty of hope that 2012 will 
be the year smokers can give up cigarettes 
for good.

There is no shortage of health ben-
efits to quitting, which was recently made 
apparent by the New York City Health De-
partment report that heart disease deaths 
in the city had dropped 28 percent since 
2002, correlating to the 35 percent drop in 
smoking during the same period.

Experts suggest that kicking the habit 
requires a two-pronged approach, part bio-
logical and part psychological.

“It’s not only behavior modification. 
You also have to detox yourself from that 
addiction,” said Yoko Nomura, a professor 
of psychology at Queens College of the City 
University of New York.

This kind of biological detoxification 
can be accomplished through nicotine re-
placement therapy, in which nicotine gum, 

patches or lozenges are taken to relieve the 
urge for nicotine without the health dan-
gers of cigarette smoke.

Those trying to quit without this as-
sistance should be aware of potential with-
drawal symptoms, including headaches, 
sweating, anxiety and depression. The 
good news is that these symptoms usually 
peak within the first 48 hours of quitting, 
so patience will be rewarded.

From the psychological 
standpoint, Nomura suggested t h a t 
before quitting, individuals 
should think about when they 
most often smoke, whether af-
ter a meal or out drinking 
with friends. They should 
then try to trade the smok-
ing habit with a new habit, 
perhaps eating a celery stick 
instead of a cigarette, chew-
ing bubble gum, calling a 
friend or finding some other 
way to direct those energies 
elsewhere until the urge de-
creases.

Those resolved to 

quit can also seek outside help by calling 
the New York State Smokers’ Quitline at 
866-NY-QUITS, or by making an appoint-
ment for counseling at one of the two in-
person locations in Queens that are part 
of the New York Health and Hospitals 
Corporation: Queens Hospital Center and 
Elmhurst Hospital Center.

“Using medication and counseling in 
combination makes a big difference,” said 
Lisa Martini, associate director of Queens 
Quits at Queens Hospital Center.

Recent public health efforts in 
Queens have moved cigarettes 
further to the margins. On Nov. 

13, a smoking ban went into ef-
fect on all outdoor LIRR plat-
forms. The SmokeFreeHous-
ingNY initiative has made 

progress getting condos and 
co-ops throughout Queens to 

become smoke-free.
Anti-smoking advocates are 

also working to stop borough 
residents from starting to smoke 

in the first place. Queens 
Smoke-Free Partner-

ship, working with Assemblywoman Grace 
Meng and Korean Community Services of 
Metropolitan New York, held a press con-
ference in December to bring attention to 
how easily accessible cigarettes are for lo-
cal high schools and middle schools. 

“Ninety percent of smokers start be-
fore the age of 18, so we have to do a lot of 
education for students,” said Martha Ayon, 
borough coordinator of Queens Smoke-
Free Partnership. “It’s not just the corner 
stores, it’s the CVSs and the Rite Aids that 
are selling cigarettes.”

Whatever strategy a quitter employs, 
perhaps the most important is to be pre-
pared to slip up a few times before suc-
ceeding. Instead of thinking of having a 
cigarette as blowing his or her new year 
resolution, a quitter should remember that 
relapse is part of the process.

“When a relapse happens, analyze it. 
Ask, ‘how did I end up smoking?’ instead 
of saying ‘Oh no! I can’t believe I smoked!’” 
said Nomura. “Nobody succeeds quitting 
smoking in one shot, so remember to be 
kind and gentle with yourself.”

It takes a lot of hard work to be a quitter

North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted
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Ronald Rosen, D.V.M.
Michael Ferber, D.V.M.
Rob Foley, D.V.M.
Megan Kelleher, D.V.M.
Terry Eylers, D.V.M.

718-423-9600
WE’VE MOVED! 42-02 215th St. Bayside, NY 11361

FREE PARKING www.nsah.biz
Call For Hours (Evening & Weekend Appointments Available)

Full Service Hospital Providing Exceptional
Care to Companion Animals

Affiliated With 516-783-9100

We Now Offer Physical 
Therapy & Underwater 

Treadmill, Senior Citizen 
& Multi-Pet Discounts

Treating Your Pet Like Family For 
Over 3 Generations
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

SACRED HEART SCHOOL

216-01 38th Avenue, Bayside (718) 631-4804

Middle States
 Association Accreditation

National Catholic Education 
Association Membership

Dennis J. Farrell, Principal

REGISTRATION DATES
-Jan. 29th

11:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.

, 
Jan. 30th rd- 
8:30 a.m. to 10:30a.m. 

 Jan. 31st

SACRED HEART OFFERS:
Full Science Lab, Computer Lab, Smart 
Board Technology, Foreign Language (K–
8) Automated Library, Art, Music, Physical 
Education, Remediation Program, Extensive 
Extra-Curricular Activities, Extended Day        
Program, Guidance Program, Junior High 
Student Council, Service Programs, Grade 
Level Buddy Program, Two Year Old 
Program, Nursery and Pre-K Programs, 
8th Grade Acceptances to Catholic High 
Schools and    Specialized. Programs in the 
Public High Schools, Graduating class of 
2011 won 31 scholarships to Catholic High 
Schools.
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Middle Village native
inducted to the New York City

Blues Hall of Fame
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

What do the “Blues Brothers,” legendary blues-
man B.B. King and a white kid from Middle Village 
all have in common?

While you ponder this question, imagine a 
smoky club in Manhattan. A rockin’ band keeps the 
groove going as the soulful vibrato of an electric gui-
tar played by a raffish musician wearing sunglasses 
and sporting a black fedora, fills the air with raw 
energy.

Blues guitarist/songwriter Arthur Neilson oc-
casionally wears shades, but no fedora, and these 
days the clubs he plays aren’t smoky. But the rest of 
the scenario is accurate.

The honor
Dec. 4, 2011 was a memorable day for the tal-

ented musician from Middle Village. That Sunday, 
he was inducted into the New York City Blues Hall 
of Fame, and performed for a packed house at the 
legendary Kenny’s Castaways. The house that rock 
built, in the heart of Greenwich Village, is one of 
the last remaining authentic rock ‘n’ roll bars in the 
City. Bruce Springsteen’s very first New York gig 
took place there in ’73, and rock fans swear they can 
still hear faint strains from bands like Kiss, The Ra-
mones, Aerosmith, and The New York Dolls within 
its walls. Kenny’s showcases the finest up-and-com-
ing musicians and bands in the country.

His face covered in sweat from the bright lights 
illuminating the stage, Neilson played his modified 
Gibson/Epiphone Flying V guitar, named Lucy (af-
ter the late great blues guitarist Albert King’s). The 
crying guitar’s mournful bass riffs seemed to tell a 
story — it was Neilson’s moody minor key instru-
mental, “During the Storm.” Afterward, he segued 
into “Daddy Long Legs” — an uptempo instrumen-
tal with a catchy melody and “Better Deal,” a slow 
blues song: “I’ve got a brand new woman, and I got 
me a better deal.”

Continued on Page 37

Arthur Neilsen was inducted into 
the New York City Blues Hall of 
Fame on Dec. 4, 2011 at Kenny’s 
Castaways in Manhattan. 

Photo by V.D. King
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Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Hunan Kitchen of 
Grand Sichuan may not be 
for everyone, but if you’re 
not put off by intense spici-
ness, offal on the menu, an 
abundance of oil, or picking 
meat or fish off the bone, 
the food here is fantastic. 
Consider yourself warned.

Hunan Kitchen serves 
authentic Hunan cuisine, 
one of the eight major re-
gional cuisines of China. 
Though it’s at least as hot 
and spicy as Sichuan, the 
flavors differ in that its 
chilies pack a wallop with-
out the numbing effect 
found in Sichuan cuisine 
spiced with Sichuan pep-
percorns. There are enough 
mild dishes to provide for 
your spice-averse friends 
if you insist on dragging 
them along, but to really 
appreciate this eatery, you 
should be prepared to enjoy 
the heat.

The walls of this small 
modern space are mostly 
unadorned save a few 

strategically hung shoul-
der bags flaunting a silk-
screened image of 
Chairman Mao, 
a nod to Hunan 
being the former Chinese 
leader’s birthplace. No 
dragons. No calligraphy. 
No brush paintings. Just 
the shoulder bags and a few 
red lanterns set the tone. 
Concern for aesthetics is 
lavished on the food here, 
not the environment.

Within Hunan cuisine, 
there are various styles re-
flective of the lakes, rivers, 
and fertile agricultural 
land. All seem to be repre-
sented here, and more. You 
can sample from “Famous 
Hunan Dishes,” “Hunan 
Country Style Dishes,” “Hu-
nan Old Style Dishes,” “Hu-
nan Steamed Dishes,” and 
several other categories 
without the word “Hunan” 
in them, but still offering 
foods favored there.

We started with a few 
appetizers not only associ-
ated with Hunan. Hot and 
sour soup was of average 

spiciness, but had an in-
tensely meaty broth stud-
ded with crunchy bits of 
long bean, along with the 
usual tofu and pork. Dan 
dan noodles, usually asso-
ciated with Sichuan cook-
ing, were excellent, but 
no particular Hunanese 
difference was noticeable. 
Pickled cabbage, Hunan 
style, a cold appetizer, was 
Chinese sauerkraut with 
chili peppers, a good grease 
cutter.

Dong An Chicken is 
one of Hunan’s signature 
dishes. It is a spicy stir-fry 
of chicken with sweet red 
pepper and long bean that 
is loaded with ginger, garlic 
and, of course, chilies.

Another signature 
dish of the region, Steamed 
Spare Rib with Bamboo 
Shoot, was far from what 
we envisioned. It is served 
in a section of a bamboo log 
that looks like a tiki glass 
turned on its side. The 

spareribs are cut into short 
sections, and steamed for 
what must be an eternity, 
because the bones become 
so soft that they dissolve in 
your mouth. The result is 
a spicy, oily stew that has 
little in common with what 
we think of when we think 
“steamed.”

The spare rib dish we 
preferred was Garlic and 
Cumin Pork Ribs. The deco-
ratively presented ribs were 
covered with a mixture of 
garlic, cumin, chilies and 
other spices, and roasted 
to the nth degree crunchi-
ness. It deviates as far in 
the other direction from 
our normal take on spare 
ribs as the former prepara-
tion, but we preferred the 
crunchy to the stewy.

Duck is popular in 
Hunan. You can order it 
barbecued, smoked, or in 
casserole, or opt only for 
the head or the tongue. 
The casserole is served in 
a metal pan over a sterno 
warmer. The flavors em-

Hunan Kitchen: Grand Sichuan taste in Flushing

Duck casserole served at Hunan Kitchen of Grand Sichuan. 
Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 39

Hunan Kitchen 
of Grand 
Sichuan 

42-47 Main Street 
(Franklin Avenue)

Flushing 
(718) 888-0553

Price Range: Sandwiches: 
Appetizers: $3.95—8.95 

Mains: $9.95—22.95 (most 
big enough to share).
Cuisine: Hunan style 

Chinese 
Setting: Small, minimally 

decorated modern.
Service: Fast, friendly, 

limited English.
Hours: 11 am to 2 am seven 

days
Reservations: No

Alcohol: Tsingtao beer
Parking: Street 

Dress: Casual
Children: Welcome, not 
good for picky eaters.

Music: No
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: Visa/Master
Noise level: Acceptable

DINING OUT
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“There were many other New York 
City musicians being inducted that day, 
so I was in good company,” said Neilson, 
who was presented with a framed award by 
both Roxy Perry, the New York “Ambassa-
dor” for the Blues Hall of Fame, and fellow 
inductee, keyboardist/band leader Dave 
Keyes. Sultry songstress Shemekia Cope-
land also performed with Neilson. She has 
gigged with him for over 13 years and they 
played at Lincoln Center recently.

“Roxy Perry got in touch with me and 
said I was nominated. I couldn’t believe it 
at first — I was overwhelmed. Wow!” said 
Neilson, who has also played at the Lone 
Star Cafe, Louisiana Grill, Tramps, and 
Dan Lynch’s Blues Bar.

The back story
“Christmas 1967, I was 15. I wanted 

a guitar from the day I was born, but my 
parents thought it would just be a fad when 
they got one for me and I taught myself to 
play,” Neilson said.

Even though Neilson worked at the 
Bohack Supermarket on Metropolitan Av-
enue in Forest Hills, while attending Gro-
ver Cleveland High School in Ridgewood, 
he still found time to play in cover bands 
and do church gigs when he was free.

Young Arthur had to find ways to 
explore his passion. A record store in Ja-
maica was the answer to his prayers. Al-
bert King’s album “Blues Power” struck 
a chord with the teen yearning to play the 
guitar like his blues idols: B.B. King, Al-
bert Collins, Michael Bloomfield, Buddy 
Guy and Muddy Waters.

During his brief time at Queens Col-
lege, Neilson said all he really wanted to 
do was play guitar. “I used to bring my 
acoustic guitar and play in the stairwells 
because the sound was big and echoey.” 

Wearing large headphones, he spent a lot 
of time in the music library, listening to 
records from a blues collection donated by 
someone at the college. “I was in heaven,” 
he said.

He also spent an enriching timework-
ing with Felix Cabrera, the Cuban-born 
bandleader/performer known for his Latin 
blues style and a fellow Blues Hall of Fame 
inductee.

“Felix was the first guy I ever played 
blues with. I answered an ad in the Village 
Voice he placed, seeking a blues guitarist. I 
went out to his home in New Jersey and we 
hit it off right away.”

Neilson has performed with him, on 
and off, since 1973. “We did lots of shows 
at the old Lone Star Café, opening for such 
greats as Buddy Guy, Roy Buchanan and 
James Brown. Felix is a great harmonica 
player and when he performs, he gives 110 
percent.”

In the ’80s and through the ’90s Neil-
son was a hot item, playing the blues, rock 
‘n’ roll, rockabilly and country at various 
venues. 

He writes a lot of instrumental pieces: 
some are very ‘bluesy’ and some are sound-
scapes. I like to write moody, romantic 
things and I love melody and emotion. I call 
it Melodic Emotion.”

Neilson has released three albums: 
“A Piece of Wood, Some Strings and a Pic,” 
“Moan and Cry” and “Hell of a Nerve.” 
“Moan & Cry” defines his raw, emotional 
guitar playing.

So, why does a boy from Queens choose 
to play the blues?

“It’s what I love. I listen to and play 
different types of music, but I always come 
back to the blues. It’s about feelings and 
emotions, and that’s what moves me.”

Neilson’s CDs are available on arthur-
neilson.com.

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana
CHICKEN

Marsala, Parmigiana
Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

Continued from Page 35

Arthur Neilsen performing at Kenny’s Castaways in Manhattan during his New York City Blues Hall of 
Fame induction. Photo by V.D. King

Come join the fun and art of dance twirl!
Classes include: baton twirling, ballet, jazz, hip-hop,

gymnastics, technique, poise and teamwork.
We participate in competitions, shows, parades and fundraisers.

All classes are free , but a registration fee is required of $75.
(Covers athlete insurance and organization fee from January to May)

If you have any questions please contact Ms. Lisa at (718)932-3926
or email me at Ldancingdiamonds@aol.com

DANCE-TWIRL TEAM
WINTER REGISTRATION

Registration Date: Monday, January 23rd & 30th 2012
Time:  4-5P.M. 

Location: St. Luke’s School

FREE
CLASSES



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

AN
. 1

9-
25

, 2
01

2 

NE

38

‘Hairspray’ energizes the stage at the BroadHollow Theatre

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

CELEBRATE CHINESE 
NEW YEAR!
Join Us for Two Days of Celebration
 Saturday January 28 Sunday, January 29
 8:00pm - Midnight 7:00pm - 11:00pm
Special Chinese New Year’s
BANQUET DINNER
with a 
DRAGON DANCE
& DJ Music for Dancing

$2995 Per Person 
+ Tax & Tip

Call for Reservations. 
Minimum 4 Persons Per Party.

DEPOSIT REQUIRED

Our Regular Menu is Also Available in the China Room

Enjoy Our Exotic 
Drinks in Our 

Cocktail Lounge
SINCE 1953

THE FINEST & OLDEST CHINESE / POLYNESIAN RESTAURANT IN QUEENS

Hours: Mon - Thurs 11:30am - 11:00pm
Fri & Sat 11:30am - Midnight • Sun Noon - 11:00pm

GLUTEN FREE MENU AVAILABLE HANDICAP ACCESS RESTROOMS AVAILABLE

BY ARLENE MCKANIC

“Where are they getting all 
that energy?” the reviewer won-
dered halfway through the first 
act of the rowdy, joyful produc-
tion of “Hairspray,” now at the 
BroadHollow Theatre. For the 
singing and dancing is just about 
nonstop throughout this two-hour 
musical.

For those who’ve never seen 
it, “Hairspray” is based on the 
hit movie by John Waters. The 
book is by Mark O’Donnell and 
Thomas Meehan, the music by 
Marc Shaiman. It concerns Tracy 
Turnblad (Meg O’Brien), a plus-
sized but supremely plucky teen-
ager living in Baltimore in 1962. 
She’s the beloved only child of two 
plus-sized parents, the gleefully 
coarse Edna (traditionally played 
by a very large man, in this case 
the wonderful Scott Hofer) and 

Wilbur (Gary Milenko), a man 
who’s as big-hearted as his wife.

Tracy wants to be a famous 
dancer more than anything, and 
along with her adoring friend 
Penny Pingleton (Erin McKenna) 
is a fan of The Corny Collins show, 
a sort of Shindig/Hullabaloo/
Bandstand type gig sponsored by 
a hairspray company. Eventually, 
and in spite of her weight and the 
contempt of the snooty producer 
Velma Von Tussle (Linda May), 
Tracy does become a regular on 
the show.

In a weak-kneed concession 
to changing times, the Corny Col-
lins show has a Negro Day, where 
one day a month black kids can 
come on the show and dance. Tra-
cy, bless her, wonders why they 
can’t have Negro Day every day. In 
other words, why can’t the show 
be integrated? Given her person-
ality, she decides to do something 

to correct this inequity. Madness 
ensues, along with much singing 
and dancing, and concludes with 
all manner of happy endings.

The huge, charming cast is 
directed and choreographed by 
Jessy Waller. The costumes are 
knockouts straight from the era, 
with the girls in candy-colored 
crinolines and the boys in delight-
fully unfortunate pastel-colored 
suits. The hairdos, kept in place 
by the eponymous hairspray, 
are giddily improbable; one girl 
wears a beehive that seems taller 

than she is. Kudos to costume de-
signer Jillian Coratti.

The sets, by BroadHollow 
Scenic, are made up of movable 
pastel-colored flats straight out 
of those soulfully dumb dance 
shows of the early ’60s, and the 
tinsel curtain that backgrounds 
the Miss Teenage Hairspray con-
test is so vulgar it’s beautiful. 
Shaiman’s peppy songs harken 
back to the early ’60s too, hiccups, 
“doo-wops” and all.

O’Brien’s Tracy is a whirl-
wind of optimism and energy 
even when she’s in slam for her 
civil rights stunt. Her rival for 
fame, fortune and hunky boy-
friend is Amber, Velma’s mean 
girl of a daughter, played with 
honeyed nastiness by Jessica Rae 
Schaefer. The boy Tracy and Am-
ber both love, the handsome but 
dopey Link Larkin, is played by 
the energetic Brian Gill. Tracy’s 

best friend Penny is beautifully 
brought to life by McKenna.

At first self-effacing, happy 
to defer to Tracy in all things, 
she blossoms with the love of Sea-
weed (the excellent Keven Antho-
ny Campbell), the son of the sassy 
host of Negro Day, Motormouth 
Maybelle (Cindy Galloway). It’s 
startling to see McKenna channel-
ing Tina Turner at the end of the 
night, in a figure hugging fringed 
dress and very large hair.

When the reviewer said 
“Hairspray” was exhausting, she 
meant that in a very good way. It’ll 
be at the BroadHollow, 700 Hemp-
stead Turnpike, Elmont, till Jan. 
29. For tickets and information 
call (631) 581-2700 ext. 13.

This performance 
of ‘Hairspray’ is 

exhausting — but in 
a good way.

160-25 Willets Point Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357 - 718-281-4210

Specializing In On And Off Premise Catering 
Offering A Wide Variety Of Greek & Italian Specialties.
Treat Your Guests To Our Freshly Prepared Appetizers, 

Soups, Salads & Entrees As Well As a Perfect Sweet Ending 
With One Of Our In House Made Desserts.

Call Now To Place Your Holiday Catering 
Order!

Our Chef Would Be Happy To Discuss A 
Custom Menu That Bests Suits The Needs 

Of Your Guests.
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CONCERTS

Festive Melava Malika — Yoel 
Sharabi in concert. Free senior 
transportation. Food will be 
served.
When: Jan. 21, 7:30 pm
Where: Congregation Machane 
Chodosh, Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 793-5656

Maurice Brown Quintet — The 
jazz trumpeter has performed 
with Wynton Marsalis, Von 
Freeman and many others.
When: Jan. 21, 8 pm
Where: Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
176-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 523-3312
Website: www.
afrikapoetrytheatre.com

Tuesday Morning Music 
Club — In concert will be Joan 
Friedman, Marsha Patelson 

and Lauren Ausubel. Lunch and 
dessert.
When: Jan. 24, 11 am
Where: Community Church of 
Douglaston, 39-50 Douglaston 
PKWY., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 229-2169
Website: 
communitychurchofdouglaston.
org

KIDS & FAMILY

Sunny Bunnies Nature 
Education — Ages 3-4. Bring a 
bag lunch. Explore nature trails, 
music time, free play and more. 
Pre-register. Two session types 
to choose from.
When: Weekdays until March 29
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 229-4000

 

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

Oratorio Society of Queens 
Auditions — If you sing and 
would like to join us onstage, 
and look out at a packed house 
and exuberant audience, make 
plans now! The OSQ Spring 
performance this year will 
feature Beethoven’s “Mass 
in C Major, Op. 86.” There will 
also be special selections from 
favorite choral works that we 
all know and love - refl ecting a 
wide range of music that is the 
American choral experience. 
Reservations are required.
When: Mondays through Jan. 
23, 7:45 pm
Where: Temple Beth Sholom, 
172nd Street and Northern 
Boulevard, Flushing

phasize star anise along 
with garlic and chilies. We 
give this high marks for its 
robust flavor, but must cau-
tion that the duck bones are 
hacked up, and it requires 
effort to remove the meat 
from the bones, especially 
with chopsticks.

In contrast, the smoked 
duck is both aromatic and 
easy to attack. It has a bar-
becue flavor which is aug-
mented by hoisin sauce for 
dipping. The duck itself is 
without sauce or veggies, 
so it would be wise to order 
some to accompany it. Sau-
teed pea shoots with garlic 
make a nice un-spicy part-
ner.

During our first visit, 
the restaurant was over-
run with New York Times 
readers ordering the two 

recommended dishes listed 
in Sam Sifton’s year-end 
roundup of New York’s 
10 best new restaurants: 
Lamb with Cumin Flavor 
and BBQ Fish, Hunan style. 
We loved the former, but 
have reservations about 
the latter.

The lamb embodied ev-
erything that is wonderful 
about the bold Hunan culi-
nary sensibility: heavy dos-
es of chilies, garlic, cumin 
and star anise. We can see 
why it was such a hit. We 
are not so sure about the 
fish. Had BBQ not been in 
the name, we wouldn’t have 
guessed a connection. A 
whole tilapia, admittedly 
not a favorite of ours, is 
served in a pan on a butane 
burner, buried is a mélange 
of root vegetables and sauce. 
The server will “serve” the 
fish, which means vaguely 

breaking it up, skin bones 
and all, in the pan. You are 
then left to extricate por-
tions of fish and vegetables, 
trying to leave behind as 
much of the debris as pos-
sible. We were not terribly 
successful at it, and trying 
to avoid the bones absorbed 
as much of our attention 
as the bold flavor of the 
sauce. Something boneless 
in there would have been 
delicious.

The Bottom Line
Hunan Kitchen of 

Grand Sichuan is brilliant 
at what it does. That is, pre-
pare the tastes of Hunan 
uncompromisingly for din-
ers that appreciate authen-
ticity. If you find hot sauces 
and exotic dishes enticing, 
this restaurant will more 
than satisfy your cravings.

Continued from Page 36

Dining Out

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Across
  1. Abbr. on a jet 

  5. Wise fellow 

  9. Stern that bows 

14. Only female Atty. Gen. 

15. Totally disgusting 

16. “___ Mia” 

17. Security org. since 1949 

18. Brockovich of film 

19. Radar images 

20. Slowly but surely 

23. Posed (for) 

24. Was a good dog 

25. Small corn chip, perhaps 

31. Hold the same opinion 

32. Central Park has 840 

33. Carson, the guide 

36. Sudden takeover 

37. Dixie Chicks & others 

38. Menu choice 

39. Before, to Bards 

40. Van Gogh’s town 

41. Charged particle 

42. E.B. White’s child’s classic 

44. Speak badly of 

47. George’s bill 

48. Henry Higgins’s protégé 

54. Buenos___

55. Final bio 

56. Western Indian 

58. Palin’s book “Going ___” 

59. Jab

60. Fairy tale penultimate 

61. Doesn’t go on 

62. Palm reader 

63. Smell like garbage 

Down
  1. Coffee container 

  2. Navy commando 

  3. Starter for trust and rust 

  4. Sand imprint, perhaps 

  5. Graceful and slender 

  6. Million add-on 

  7. Like a smooth talker 

  8. Start of a child’s rhyme 

  9. Drinks 

10. Winter road worker 

11. Town in Jaws 

12. Plentiful

13. Checked out before 

       robbing 

21. Story 

22. Runs easily 

25. Spike the punch 

26. Stravinsky, for one 

27. Straight

28. “Our Gang” girl 

29. More frigid 

30. Oktoberfest toast 

33. Put in stitches? 

34. Golden calf, e.g. 

35. Color

37. Balanced

38. Release

40. Map books 

41. “If it ___ broke,...” 

42. Give the once-over 

43. Hang around 

44. Brings up, as kids 

45. Former NY Gov. Spitzer 

46. Sign of late summer 

49. Sound of a goof 

50. It’s blown in the winds 

51. Similar

52. Kind of beads or handles 

53. Saber kin 

57. Annoy

Clothes make the man.
Naked people have little
or no influence on society.

• • •  Mark Twain

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
NAME  THAT  TUNE

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
By Ed Canty

TimesLedger Newspapers
Jan. 19-25, 2012

Small  Wonders
W

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Jackson Heights 3am — Peer 
into the world of a lovesick 
livery cab driving working the 
midnight shift, complete with 
sex workers, drag queens, 
ER doctors, gamblers and 
insomniacs. From the creators 
of 167 Tongues and You Are Now 
the Owner of This Suitcase.
When: Jan. 27–Feb. 5, Friday 
7:30 pm, Saturday 8 pm; Sunday 
3 pm

Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 

workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Sterling Glen of Great 
Neck, 96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great 
Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman - robin@lovecoach.
com (516) 732-0911

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

“Let Mamma 

     do the Cooking” 

18” Large Pie
2 Liter Soda

$1399 
(Reg $17.50)

Not to be combined with
 any other offer. 

Coupon expires 2/28/12

18” Pie & 
A Dozen Wings

$1999 
(Reg $25.50)

Not to be combined with any other 
offer. Coupon expires 2/28/12

X-Large Pie, (1)2 Liter Soda
(6) Buffalo wings, (6) Mozzarella 

Sticks (6) Garlic Knots

$2299 
(Reg $24.95)

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Coupon expires 2/28/12

47-40 Bell Blvd., Bayside, 
718-279-0808

We Accept All 
Competitors’ Coupons

Open 7 Days
Mon-Sat 11am - 10pm

Sun 12pm - 9pm
FREE DELIVERY
($10.00 min. order)

Let us Cater Your 
Next Event!

FAMILY SPECIALPIZZA & WINGS COMBO

SPECIAL!!! Sunday thru Wednesday 18” X-LARGE PIE $10.99 + TAX

www.mammaspizzarestaurant.com
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248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck
718-428-9727 (WRAP)

Full menu at 
www.mmmthatsawrap.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.

(3 blocks west of

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

For Reservations Call 
(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call: 
Mary Leary 

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

STEAK & SEAFOOD GRILL

13-46  127th Street, College Point | 917.563.5352

Ducale Ristorante Italiano
12-53 150th St. Whitestone, NY • 718-767-4699

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357• 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street 
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537

Asian Fusion & Sushi Bar
718-631-1188
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St. Robert Bellarmine

Our school genuinely believes.....
“Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm” 

-R.W. Emerson
 We are true reflection of faith, excellence, enthusiam, 
and dedication, all in the most beautiful and happiest 
atmosphere you will ever see...

And Yes!... We also Celebrate:

We have the “Welcome Mat” out for you

N-8th Grade 
56-10 214th Street, 

Bayside, NY 
718-225-8795

www.srbschool.org

Sunday, Jan.29 
10:30 AM-1:30 PM

Monday, Jan.30 
1-2:15 PM

Tuesday, Jan. 31 
9:15-10AM

OPEN HOUSES

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
When the First Presby-

terian Church in Jamaica 
was established in 1662, the 
area was a New Netherland 
settlement called Rustdorp, 
meaning “Quiet Village.”

Now 350 years later, 
downtown Jamaica is any-
thing but quiet, but the 
nation’s oldest continu-
ally serving Presbyterian 
church continues to be the 
religious center of the lives 
of congregation members.

On Sunday, church 
members gathered in the 
Colonial-style building on 
164th Street to kick off the 
350th anniversary celebra-
tion.

“It blows my mind to 
begin with that one church 
can keep going that long,”  
said 91-year old Christina 
Ferro, the church’s longest-
running member.

Ferro immigrated to 
the country from Scotland 

when she was 9, and from 
1945 on First Presbyterian 
was an integral part of her 
life.

“I spent from 1945 to 
the early ’70s teaching Sun-
day school. Then I became 
the deacon and then I be-
came an elder,” she said.

First Presbyterian es-
tablished a Sunday school 
at a time when churches 
generally frowned upon 
them. The different schools 
it founded later grew into 
churches in Springfield, 
Woodhaven, Rosedale and 
St. Albans.

Ferro and her husband, 
James, were married at the 
church in 1947 and she has 
fond memories of attend-
ing holiday parties and the 
young couples club.

“It was mostly a so-
cial club. We used to have 
very good times together,” 
she recalled. “The people 
were doing the same kind 
of things. You didn’t know 

how their private lives 
were, but you knew they 
were living pretty much 
the same way we were. God 
was important to them.”

Most of the original 
members of the church 
came from Halifax in West 
Yorkshire, England. About 
25 families gathered to 
form the church after be-
ing granted a charter  by 
Gov. Peter Stuyvesant. The 
current building was built 
in 1813 on Jamaica Avenue 
and moved to its current 
location on 164th Street in 
1920.

Its history follows that 
of the nation, from the days 
of the American Revolution 
on through the Civil War, 
when it hosted an entire 
regiment of Connecticut 
Yankee soldiers after a 
Long Island Rail Road train 
broke down on the way to 
an encampment.

Jamaica honors 350th year
of First Presbyterian Church 
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JEFFERSON DEMOCRATIC CLUB AT CLEARVIEW GOLF COURSE

109TH PRECINCT COMMUNITY COUNCIL JANUARY MEETING

OPERA NIGHT AT TRATTORIA 35 IN BAYSIDE 

2

2

2

1

1

1

65

3

3

7

4

4

8

The club’s banner

NYC Comptroller John Liu (c.) and guest speaker D.I. Brian Maguire

Harry and Heike Stuche, Joan Barne, Helen Griffin, Mike 
Burke, Dolores Carrol, Don Smith, Keith and Nabridad Prowell 
(sitting); Edward Sawchuck and Joseph Tolciss (standing) 

The sopranos Laura Kate Garner and 
Jennifer Gliere

Elizabeth Crowley, guest speaker

John Liu, Chrissy Voskerichian, Peter Koo and Brian Maguire

Joseph and Dorothy Nemeth

Kevin Courtemanche, tenor, and Robert 
Garner, baritone

Ed Braunstein, Gene McSweeney, Carol 
Gresser, David Fischer and Matt Silverstein

Llloyd Arriola on the piano

Up close and personal: Lucky 
Michael Alick and Jennifer Gliere

The Wrynn Family: Maura, Jim Sr. and 
Nell

Jennifer Gliere, soprano

The cast, owners and VIP supporters at the 
end of a lovely evening

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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www.stationrealty.com  •  42-32 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  •  718-279-4800

DOROTHY MATINALE - BROKER/OWNER
SERVING THE  COMMUNITY FOR OVER 15 YEARS

“THE ONLY STOP FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS”

718-279-4800
Reservations 

S RD

STATION REALTY
of DOUGLASTON

Lovely 3BR 1.5BTH Colonial with Full Finished Basement 
and Storage Attic. Detached Garage. Patio. Hardwood Floors 

Throughout. Move-In Condition! Quiet Street. 
School District #26 ...$699,000

Spacious 1 BR Corner Unit on High Floor with Great 
Views. Beautiful Hardwood Floors in this Sunny and 
Airy Corner Unit. Olympic Size Pool, Tennis Courts, 

and Laundry Facilities. Close To Express Bus to NYC, 
Shopping and Park…. $152,500

SCAN HERE 
FOR DETAILED 
INFORMATION

Bayside Co-op

Fully Renovated High Ranch, 4Bdrm, 3 Full Baths, 2 
Zone Cac And Heating System, New Windows, Large 
Yard W/ Playground. 3 Blocks To LIRR… $898,000

REDUCED 4BR, 1 Full BTH, 2 Half BTH Triplex. EIK 
w/ Sliding Door to Patio. Garage. Near Express/Local Bus and 

Shopping. School District 26 … $575,888

Charming 4 BR, 1.5 BTH Colonial with Original Tin Ceilings and 
Pumpkin Pine Floors. Enclosed Porch and 2 Car Detached Garage. 

7,800 Square Foot Lot. 2 Blocks to LIRR …$789,000

LittLe NeCk HigH RaNCH
250-46 42 ave.

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.dougLastoN CoNdo

63-37 dougLastoN pky.
dougLastoN CoLoNiaL
38-60 dougLastoN pky.

FLusHiNg CoLoNiaL

 Station Realty proudly supports the Douglaston Village Chamber of Commerce

Gym, Laundry & 1 Block to LIRR 
Large Renovated 1BR w/Terrace And New Kitchen ... $308,000

REDUCED 2BR w/Updated Kitchen ... $238,000 
2BR Beautiful Parkview … $286,000

 2BR Beautifully Renovated w/ Terrace … $339,000
2BR Overlooking Park ... $259,000
2BR Overlooking Park … $239,000

1BR In Rear Of Building With Updated Kitchen & BTH… $238,000

dougLastoN Co-ops
Meet at oFFiCe 42-32 235 st.

OPEN HOUSE 

Sat. 1
2–2PM & SUN. 1-3PM

One Block to LIRR. Pet Friendly (Dogs Welcome).
2BR Lower Sunny Corner Unit, W/D, EIK…$274,000

LittLe NeCk Co-opdougLastoN RaNCH

GREAT OPPORTUNITY!!!
3BR, 1.5BTH Ranch w/ Big Backyard. 
Finished Basement. Private Driveway. 

Close to Shops & Transportation... $639,000

OPEN HOUSE 

SUN 12:00–3:00PM

esCoRted sHowiNg 

opeN House suN. 1-4pM

OPEN HOUSE 

SUN 1:00–4:00PM
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BIZ

Boro family gets prison for immigrant scam
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A Richmond Hill man, 
wife and daughter have 
been sentenced to prison in 
the defrauding of fellow im-
migrants in what District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
said was about “a family 
who threw away their fu-
ture to satisfy greed.”

Shane Ramsundar, 52, 
of 101-35A 120th St., who 
posed as a federal agent, 
was sentenced to 78 years to 
235 years in prison and or-
dered to make $1.8 million 
in restitution. His wife, Go-
matee Ramsundar, 48, was 
sentenced to 51 years to 153 
years and fined $221,090. 
Their daughter, Shantal 
Ramsundar, 24, got 10 years 
to 30 years and was fined 
$182,180.

“This family devi-
ously took advantage of 
their fellow immigrants as 

they sought the American 
Dream,” said Brown. “The 
damage caused by the de-
fendants was severe and 
long-lasting — in some in-
stances, they plundered the 
life savings of people who 
placed their trust in them.”

The DA’s office said the 
Trinidadian family victim-
ized 19 people, most of them 
members of the Queens 
West Indian community, 
by defrauding them of $1.8 
million over a nearly six-
year period. They were con-
victed in Queens Criminal 
Court in November after a 
nearly three-month trial.

Prosecutors said the 
victims were to led to be-
lieve that Shane Ramsun-
dar was a U.S. Customs and 

Immigration agent and a 
devoutly religious pandit, 
an Indian term to honor a 
wise and learned person.

According to testi-
mony at their trial, Shane 
Ramsundar carried a 
realistic-looking firearm, 
a badge and false ID card 
and represented himself 
as someone who could get 
cheap, government-seized 
real estate properties in 
Florida and the Ozone 
Park, Richmond Hill and 
Jamaica areas of Queens.

In the scam, Shane 
Ramsundar and his wife 
claimed the government 
gave the special agent first 
option to buy the properties 
seized from tax evaders and 
drug dealers cheaply prior 
to their public auction.

Based on testimony, 
Shane Ramsundar told his 
victims he would purchase 
the properties and obtain 

mortgages for them with 
his special government con-
nections, then transfer the 
deeds over to them, Brown 
said. He would then allow 
them to live in the homes 
or resell them at greater 
profit.

Prosecutors said Ram-
sundar also convinced his 
victims that he could use 
his insider access to get 
people green cards, have 
them removed from depor-
tation lists and even get 
them off “terrorist lists” in 
exchange for money.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Community Board 2 
Chairman Joseph Conley 
held a rally of elected offi-
cials, business owners and 
civic leaders in front of a 
Long Island City strip club 
last Thursday to encourage 
the state Liquor Authority 
to deny the establishment a 
license.

The group of about 50 
protesters said they were 
against Gypsy Rose, at 42-50 
21st St., because the club is 
contrary to  the work done 
over the years to economi-
cally develop and beautify 
the area.

Protesters said the 
club is also close to both 
Information Technol-
ogy High School and the 
Queensbridge Houses de-
velopment.

“We’re here this morn-
ing because you are build-
ing or trying to build a 
strip club 500 feet from 
5,000 kids,” said Bishop 
Mitchell Taylor, founder of 
the public housing advoca-
cy nonprofit the East River 

Development Alliance. The 
strip club has moved into 
the address but is not open. 

The club’s liquor li-
cense has been the source 
of bad blood between CB 
2 and the club’s manage-
ment. When the club origi-
nally applied for a license 
in 2009, Gus Drakopoulos, 
the former owner of the 
club, threatened to lower 
the minimum age of the 
dancers from 21 to 18 and 
said they would perform 
naked instead of topless.

“They said, ‘You 
threaten us, we will put 
something even worse in 
your community,’” City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said.

A lawyer for 21 Group 
Inc. said Drakopoulos no 
longer owns the establish-
ment.

Representatives of 21 
Group Inc. could not be 
reached for comment. The 
club’s website, gypsyrose-
cabaret.com, links to a 
petition with almost 1,000 
signatures and 37 Face-

book “likes” as of Tuesday  
in support of the club.

The website’s peti-
tion  characterizes the sur-
rounding area as “desolate, 
dark and dingy” and said 
the club will bring jobs and 
nightlife to the area.

“We plan to work with 
the community on a con-
stant basis to further im-
prove the area and make 
it an even better place to 
live and work,” the petition 
says.

Business owners at the 

rally, such as Silvercup Stu-
dios President Stuart Suna, 
rejected the argument that 
the club would be a benefit 
to the community.

Gary Kesner, of the 
Long Island City Partner-
ship, said strip clubs in-

crease crime and cause 
businesses to leave.

“This does not encour-
age investment here,” Kes-
ner said.

State Assemblywoman 
Cathy Nolan (D-Ridgewood) 
pointed out western Queens 
has strip clubs — three of 
which were raided due to 
alleged human trafficking.

“Long Island City is 
not a dumping ground,” No-
lan said. “Long Island City 
is not going to be a place 
where we exploit women.”

Patrick O’Brien, chair-
man of CB 2’s City Services 
Committee, encouraged 
protesters and community 
members to come out to the 
SLA’s hearing Jan. 18, at 
317 Lenox Ave. in Manhat-
tan, or send e-mails to the 
SLA.

“We really do need 
enormous unity,” O’Brien 
said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Shane Ramsundar is led into 
the courtroom for his sentenc-
ing. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Long Island City demonstrates against strip club

Bishop Mitchell Taylor (first row, l.-r.), Assemblywoman Cathy Nolan, Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
and CB 2 Chairman Joseph Conley rally with civic leaders, business people and residents against the 
Gypsy Rose strip club getting a liquor license. Photo by Christina Santucci

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/timesledger
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

COMMEMORATIVE TALK
Sinai Chapels in Fresh Meadows and the Resnick 
family sponsored the annual Kristallnacht 
Commemoration and Recommitment to 
Combating Anti-Semitism and Hatred Day, which 
was observed Nov. 20 at Queens College. The 
keynote speaker was the renowned historian, 
Deborah Lipstadt (l.), of Emory University.

LEADER OF THE PACK
City Councilman Mark Weprin (back row, second from r.) visited 
Cub Scouts Pack No. 153 at their recent meeting at Saint Anastasia 
Church in Douglaston. The scouts had invited Weprin to teach 
them about how local government works and the importance of 
being active in their community.

RED DONATION
The St. Anastasia Knights of Columbus Council No. 5911 in 
Douglaston sponsored a parish blood drive. Pictured are nurse 
Angel Rodriguez (l.) and John Arnold.

FRACK NO
The West Cunningham Park Civic Association and Civic Association 
of Utopia Estates held a meeting with state Sens. Tony Avella (sec-
ond from l.-r.) and Toby Stavisky. One of the issues discussed was 
hydrofracking. Photo by Bob Harris

LI’L LEGISLATORS
City Councilman Mark Weprin (l.) visited PS 186 in Bellerose to in-
stall the newly elected members of the student government. 
Weprin told the young leaders that their responsibility is to repre-
sent the interests of their fellow classmates, who elected them.

TALK ABOUT A SINGLE
Lee Mazzilli, former Major League Baseball player and member of the World 
Series Champion 1986 New York Mets, served as principal for a day at PS 209 
Clearview Gardens School Nov. 22. Pictured are Pam Hoffman, assistant prin-
cipal (l.-r.); Dr. Michelle Miao, the mayor’s office assistant director for research 
and IT; state Assemblyman Edward Braunstein; Joseph Kessler, UFT District 
25 representative; Dr. Mary McDonnell, principal; Lou Rammuni, Fordham 
University Network associate; Mazzilli; and Deborah Keegan, science teacher.

JUST SAY NO
Rabbi Alberto Zeilicovich (r.) gave a lecture about being a rabbi 
in Medellin, Colombia, during a time when drug cartels ran freely 
throughout the country. He is shown with Rabbi Manes Kogan of 
the Hillcrest Jewish Center. Photo by Bob Harris

MUSIC MAKERS
The feast of St. Josaphat Kuntsevych, students from the Department of Music 
at Long Island University’s C.W. Post campus performed a program of vocal 
and guitar compositions Nov. 12 at St. Josaphat’s Church at Bayside. The C.W 
Post Madrigal Singers, directed by Jeffrey Johnson, dressed in epoch cos-
tumes, performed medieval, Renaissance and Baroque compositions and The 
C.W. Post Guitar Ensemble, directed by Harris Becker, played music spanning 
from the Renaissance to the present. Photo by Zosia Zeleska-Bobrowski

WELCOME TO WHITESTONE
On Nov. 5, the Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Association do-
nated the new “Village of Whitestone Welcomes You” sign at the 
intersection of 14th Avenue and 149th Street. The sign provides a 
symbol of pride in the community, which was founded in 1645.
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Because of the signal prob-
lems, reliability of the No. 
7 train greatly decreased 
last year. This caused prob-
lems, as the No. 7 line is one 
of the busiest in New York. 
On a typical weekday, it 
serves 425,000 riders, and 
No. 7 trains leave Grand 
Central Station every two 
minutes.

“Any hiccup is astro-
nomical,” he said.

Tender said updating 
the signals will cost $500 
million. Work on the No. 
7 train is scheduled into 
2016.

Some residents re-
quested that the MTA ex-
tend the shuttle buses into 
Manhattan, but MTA of-
ficials said it would be too 
expensive in the current 
economic client.

Van Bramer said he 
found the answer unsatis-
fying.

“I believe it’s achiev-
able and I have put money 

on the table to get it done,” 
Van Bramer said.

Other resident requests 
included more accurate 
announcements of train 
arrivals at the 61st Street-
Woodside station and bet-
ter services for those who 
live at local stops which are 
skipped when the No. 7 line 
goes to express-only.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

“We want to dispel this 
rumor out there that this 
is a low-income housing 
project,” Conley said. “It is 
not.”

The city broke ground 
on the first phase of the 
project in February 2011. 
This phase, which is being 
done by developers Phipps 
Houses, Monadnock Con-
struction and Related Cos., 
includes 950 affordable 
housing units, 225 park-
ing units and retail space. 
Vishauskas said while the 
units were initially going 

to be a mix of affordable 
and market housing, all the 
units became affordable in 
negotiations.

“We are dedicated to 
building the best possible 
real estate product,” said 
Frank Monterisi, vice pres-
ident of Related Cos.

Some in the audience 
wanted a guarantee that 
later parcels would not be-
come 100 percent affordable 
housing. Officials did not 
make a guarantee that it 
would, but said they were 
not planning to build an 
all-affordable-housing de-
velopment.

In response to a ques-
tion as to why the first par-
cels would be all rentals, 

Vishauskas said banks are 
not lending to homeowners 
in the current market.

Conley said the meet-
ing last Thursday was held 
after Deputy Mayor Rob-
ert Steel incorrectly said 
during the business group 
LIC Partnership’s annual 
luncheon that the project 
would be 100 percent af-
fordable housing.

“It’s really important 
that you all have accurate 
information about Hunters 
Point South,” Conley said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

nos back the project.
Along religious lines, 

those who identified them-
selves as Catholic, Jewish 
and Protestant all were 
against the convention cen-
ter.

Six in 10 Catholics are 
not supportive of it, half of 
Jews do not like the idea 
and 54 percent of Protes-
tants do not want the con-
vention center to be built.

All income levels were 
also against the center, 
with those making less 
than $50,000 the least sup-
portive at 33 percent.

More than four in 10 

voters polled who earn be-
tween $50,000 and $100,000 
are against the center and 
nearly six in 10 voters mak-
ing over $100,000 do not sup-
port Cuomo’s proposal.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

ing lawmaker to make the 
Lunar New Year a public 
holiday.

State Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
said since it is the most 
important holiday in many 
Asian cultures, children 
should be able to stay with 

their families on New 
Year’s Day.

“Growing up, you cel-
ebrate the eve of the new 
year and the next day you 
have to go to school,” Meng 
said. “I have a bill to make 
it a school holiday.”

Meng first proposed 
that bill three years ago 

and has a sponsor in the 
state Senate, but has been 
unable to get it passed. She 
hopes that either the mayor 
makes the holiday a reality 
or that with more exposure 
of the holiday she will get 
more support for the bill.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

to life in prison.
Broadhurst would 

arrange the transactions 
between the buyers and 
members of his group, the 
DA said.

Other Queens resi-
dents who were collared by 
the NYPD included Marcos 
Feliciano, 47, of 169 Beach 
60th St. in Far Rockaway, 
and Chelene Nelson, 24, of 
31-31 29th St. in Astoria.

NYPD officers posed 
as buyers to collar several 
of the suspects.

In one case, Broad-

hurst arranged for Kenneth 
Kirkland, 25, of Brooklyn, 
to sell $200 worth of heroin 
to an undercover officer at 
a Best Western Hotel, at 33-
17 Greenpoint Ave. in Long 
Island City, the DA said.

Another $600 transac-
tion went down at a Subway 
restaurant, at 51-22 North-
ern Blvd. in Woodside, the 
DA said.

On Friday morning, 
the DA and NYPD officers 
stood in front of a table 
filled with confiscated evi-
dence. Over the course of 
the investigation, law en-
forcement collected 8,000 

glassine envelopes of hero-
in, more than 5 kilograms 
of heroin, 2.7 kilograms of 
cocaine, five pistols, two 
shotguns and an AK-47 as-
sault rifle, which was load-
ed when they took it off a 
suspect’s person.

Brown said the use of 
heroin is on the rise and 
suburban youngsters are 
combining it with prescrip-
tion narcotics like Oxy-
codone to get high.

“We risk losing a gen-
eration of young people,” 
Brown said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.
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Carrozza sponsors 16th annual 
Valentines for Vets

Ann-Margaret Carrozza is spon-
soring her 16th annual Valentines for 
Vets gift drive. The Law Offices of Ann-
Margaret Carrozza, in conjunction with 
state Assemblyman Edward Braunstein 
(D-Bayside), the Jefferson Democratic 
Club and Dr. Robert Mittman, will be 
collecting donations of cards and candy, 
toiletries and new clothing for hospital-
ized and disabled veterans.

The deadline to make donations is 

Feb. 9. If you are interested in partici-
pating and would like to receive further 
information, please contact the law of-
fices at 718-224-4746 or Braunstein’s of-
fice at 718-357-3588.

If you would like to drop off gifts, 
you can bring them to the law offices at 
213-38 40th Ave., Braunstein’s office at 
213-33 39th Ave., Suite 238 or Mittman’s 
Allergy and Asthma Family Care Cen-
ter, at 38-21 Bell Blvd.

Lion and dragon dancers finish the parade and enter Queens Crossing for a Lunar New Year blessing.

Lancman backs law to protect construction 
workers on the road

A new law requires motorists who 
drive past construction crews to move 
over a lane and allow them room to 
work.

The previous law only required mo-
torists to move over for law enforcement 
or emergency vehicles, according to state 
Assemblyman Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows), who said the expended scope 
of the “Move Over” law could help cut 
back on roadside injuries and death. Be-

tween 2003 and 2010, 1,000 workers have 
died in roadside accidents.

“Anyone whose job requires them 
to be exposed on the side of a highway 
deserves the potentially life-saving con-
sideration that this law provides,” Lanc-
man said at a Friday news conference.

— Joe Anuta
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Jermaine Lawrence, 
one of the city’s top talents 
and a nationally ranked ju-
nior, has left Cardozo.

The 6-foot-9 forward 
with 17 major Division 
I offers from St. John’s, 
Florida, Virginia Tech and 
Xavier among others will 
enroll at Pope John XXIII 
in Sparta, N.J., effective 
immediately, his 
mother, Marcia 
Lawrence, said in 
an e-mailed state-
ment.

The Springfield Gar-
dens native will be com-
muting an hour daily to the 
New Jersey school. Friday 
was his first day of classes.

“After having a fam-
ily discussion, we decided 
that it’s in Jermaine’s best 
interest to focus on academ-
ics and have enrolled him 
at Pope John XXIII, which 
is Christian-centered, has 
a 12-to-1 student/faculty 

ratio and offers multiple 
fine arts courses, which 
will be Jermaine’s major in 
college,” Marcia Lawrence 
said in a statement.

She declined an inter-
view request and said the 
family would not be mak-
ing any further statements.

“I’m still like in the 
very numb category,” Car-
dozo Coach Ron Naclerio 
said. “I love the kid; the 

mother broke 
down and cried. 
She said, ‘Coach, 
we love you.’ Jer-
maine didn’t want 

to leave, but right now she 
feels it’s best. Will he be 
back? Who knows, but I 
have to worry about what I 
have. Two years from now 
high school would be over 
even if he stayed.”

Naclerio was hard-
pressed to explain exactly 
why Lawrence had to leave. 
He’s taking an SAT prep 
course, has a tutor and a 

Young Red Storm struggles
Largely frosh squad routed by Georgetown at the Garden

Cardozo’s big star 
stuns with early exit

Jermaine Lawrence has left Cardozo for Pope John XXIII in Sparta, 
N.J. Photo by Denis Gostev

BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

No one said playing Big 
East basketball was going 
to be easy and the St. John’s 
Red Storm have found that 
out first-hand.

The team’s ongoing 
growing pains and strug-
gles, which first appeared 
in the non-conference 
schedule, are abundant 
for everyone to see. The 
Georgetown Hoyas had no 
problem exploiting those 
weaknesses at Madison 
Square Garden Sunday in a 
69-49 basketball victory.

Assistant Coach Mike 
Dunlap, who has been at 
the helm of St. John’s in 
all but four games for the 
recovering Steve Lavin, 
talked about what the team 
needs to improve on to be 
successful: turnovers, re-
bounding and defense of 
key shooters.

Despite the disappoint-
ing effort, he was pleased 
with the passion from his 
young team.

“We tried to climb up 
that hill one more time, but 
it was an incredible effort 
by our guys,” said Dunlap.

It’s not all bad for the 
Storm (2-4 Big East) if you 
look at the glass as half full. 
A group of young, talented 
players has come together 
and competed toe-to-toe 
with some of the best teams 
in the conference.

Freshman Moe Hark-
less has been a bright spot 
all year and the George-
town game was no excep-
tion. The Queens native 
scored 21 points and had 10 
rebounds in 32 minutes of 
work before fouling out late 
in the second half.

Along with Harkless, 
freshman D’Angelo Har-
rison has stepped up as an 
offensive weapon, but was a 
poor 1-12 from the field with 
four turnovers. In a rota-
tion that features just seven 
players, Harrison couldn’t 
afford to take the day off.

“I have to do a better 
job of slowing down and 
finding the open guy,” said 
Harrison.

God’sgift Achiuwa, St. 
John’s only real “big man,” 
was stymied by a physi-
cally superior Georgetown 
team that had 19 offensive 
rebounds and 21 second-
chance points.

The difference this 
year for the Storm, howev-
er, hasn’t necessarily been 
a lack of size but a lack of 
depth. Foul trouble has 
plagued them, which is 
tough for any team but par-
ticularly debilitating for a 
team with no bench.

Not to mention that 
the same players are called 
upon every game to play 
considerable minutes with-
out the hope of getting sub-
stantial rest.

Dunlap talked about 
his team’s difficulties of 
keeping up their intensity 
for 40 minutes.

“Some of the guys 

playing big minutes aren’t 
as quick …. I think our re-
sources are a little shallow 
to keep that intensity up in 
the second half,” said Dun-
lap.

St. John’s went into 
halftime trailing by six 
points and got as close as 
three points with 6:36 to go 
in the game, but it seemed 
that Georgetown had a re-
sponse for every run that 
the Storm made.

The good news is that 
the team seems to be get-
ting better every week and 
with 12 Big East games 
remaining, anything can 
happen.

Georgetown’s Hollis Thompson (r.) gets a hand on the ball as St. John’s Sir’Dominic Pointer drives to 
the basket at Madison Square Garden. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Continued on Page 50
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48 Dozo falls without big star under the basket
BY MARC RAIMONDI

For someone who 
wasn’t in the building, 
Jermaine Lawrence was a 
major topic of conversation 
Saturday afternoon at Ba-
ruch College.

The nationally ranked 
6-foot-9 basketball star 
left Cardozo suddenly last 
Thursday and enrolled at 
Pope John XXIII in Sparta, 
N.J. Two days later, the 
Judges could have used 
him in an 80-76 loss to New 
London (Conn.) in the Big 
Apple High School Invita-
tional.

It was a game that was 
billed as a showdown be-
tween Lawrence and Prov-
idence-bound stud Kris 
Dunn, who went off for 35 
points. Instead, Cardozo 
(11-3) scuffled down the 
stretch, which could end up 
further hurting the Judges’ 
confidence.

“That’s why today 
would have been nice to at 
least get a one-point vic-
tory,” longtime Coach Ron 

Naclerio said.
Compounding matters 

was senior Tajay Henry 
being taken from Baruch 
in an ambulance after suf-
fering from painful cramps 

throughout his body due to 
dehydration. Naclerio said 
it was a testament to Henry 
going all out and having no 
regard for his body.

The hard-nosed for-

ward finished with 24 
points and 11 rebounds 
before crumbling to the 
ground and screaming in 
pain during the postgame 
awards ceremony. He tried 

to leave the school under 
his own power, but didn’t 
make it past the lobby, 
where he again fell to the 
floor crying out.

“He’s been a warrior,” 
Naclerio said. “He’s been re-
fusing to lose. He’s one kid 
who’s not moping around. 
You hate to see him leave 
like this — it’s so sad.”

Three free throws 
from Ryan Yearwood drew 
Cardozo within 76-75 of 
New London with 8.7 sec-
onds left. But Dunn made 
two free throws and then 
avoided a foul, capping 
the game with a thunder-
ous dunk with 1.5 seconds 
left. The 6-foot-4 guard had 
eight rebounds and seven 
assists to go along with his 
35 points.

Keith Porter added 
16 points for New Lon-
don. Omar Williams had 
15 points for Cardozo and 
Yearwood added nine 
points and 11 rebounds.

“It was a close game,” 
Naclerio said. “We look like 
we’re still a pretty good 

team, I think.”
Williams agrees. He’s 

not upset at Lawrence at 
all, though he believes the 
timing was poor with this 
game against New London 
and Monday’s game against 
defending New York State 
Federation Class AA cham-
pion Mount Vernon back at 
Baruch.

“With him or with-
out him, we still gotta 
play hard,” Williams said. 
“That’s our teammate no 
matter where he plays. He’s 
gone now, we can’t bring 
him back.”

The junior guard 
spoke to Lawrence on Fri-
day night and said he un-
derstands why Lawrence 
and his mother, Marcia, de-
cided he had to leave Cardo-
zo. It’s up to guys like Sven 
Lewis Hunt and Dan Janel 
to emerge.

“We just have to treat 
it like he got hurt and he’s 
out,” Williams said. “We 
gotta keep playing.”

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Without that one marquee 
star, Holy Cross has emerged as a 
legit CHSAA Class AA contender 
because of its depth.

Marquise Moore, the clos-
est the Knights have to such a 
player, missed six games with a 
broken toe and Cross won all six 
times without the senior. On Fri-
day night, another standout, se-
nior Will Davis, missed much of 
the Queens school’s contest with 
Xaverian because of the flu, yet it 
cruised anyway to a 58-46 basket-
ball victory anyway.

“We don’t look at one per-
son,” senior guard Anthony Li-
broia said. “Everybody on our 
team can score.”

While that may be true, 
Moore put on quite a show in the 
second half. The 6-foot-2 senior 
scored 21 of his game-high 25 
points after the break and did a 
fine job on Xaverian star Brian 
Bernardi. Libroia added 15 points 
and six assists and limited Clip-
pers point guard Dillon Burns to 

just two points, a season low for 
the C.W. Post-bound senior.

“When he passed the ball, I 
tried to deny him,” Libroia said. 
“He’s their whole offense. With-
out him, there’s no engine.”

Moore was quiet in the first 
half, like his teammates. He had 

just four points and was playing 
conservatively against Xaverian’s 
zone. Cross Coach Paul Gilvary 
demanded his team attack out of 
the gate in the third quarter, and 
Moore led the charge.

Instead of settling for long 
jump shots, the Knights (12-2, 

3-0 ‘AA’) worked inside out, get-
ting easy baskets in the paint 
and open medium-range jumpers. 
Moore’s traditional three-point 
play started a 13-1 run fellow se-
nior Mairega Clarke capped with 
his own three-point play.

When Xaverian got within 
three early in the fourth quarter, 
following a George Lambert run-
ning one-hander, Moore respond-
ed with three straight baskets to 
put the game out of reach for the 
Clippers.

“He does so many things 
to help us win — that’s why we 
missed him so much when he was 
out,” Gilvary said.

Xaverian (8-4, 2-3) has hit 
a bit of a slide, having dropped 
three straight league contests 
to Cross, Molloy and Christ the 
King. Unlike Jan. 10’s loss to 
Molloy, Clippers Coach Jack 
Alesi didn’t feel his team played 
particularly poorly. It wasn’t as 
sharp as he would’ve liked it to 
be, particularly on the defensive 
end in the second half when it lost 
Moore far too often.

More disconcerting is the 
lack of scoring depth. Bernardi 
scored the 20 points, but without 
Burns doing much, points were 
hard to come by.

“They got to pick up the 
pace,” Alesi said of Xaverian’s 
supporting cast. “It’s not the Bri-
an and Dillon show.”

The win sets up Cross for a 
big week, culminating with the 
Battle of the Boulevard rival St. 
Francis Prep Friday night. It’s an 
important stretch for the Knights 
to continue to make a name for 
themselves.

Unlike CK, Cardinal Hayes 
and St. Raymond, Cross doesn’t 
feel like it is being talked about as 
a possible title contender. Yet its 
12-2 record, balanced scoring and 
senior-heavy squad says maybe it 
should be.

“We often get overlooked, but 
it gives us motivation to play bet-
ter, play smarter, play harder,” 
Moore said. “We should get more 
respect. But that’s how it is. We’re 
gonna keep playing hard and 
prove people wrong.”

Cardozo’s Sven Lewis Hunt will be key for the Judges without Jermaine Lawrence. 
Photo by An Rong Xu

Lacking marquee talent, Holy Cross continues to win

Holy Cross’ Marquise Moore scored 25 to lead the Knights to a 58-46 win over 
Xaverian. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

St. Francis Prep has 
played from ahead and it 
has played from behind. 
Through 90 minutes of 
hockey, however, the Terri-
ers have yet to find a way to 
beat rival Holy Cross.

They took a point Jan. 
9 from the Catholic High 
School Hockey League 
Class B leaders, but the 
Terriers were far from sat-
isfied after successfully 
rallying from a three-goal 
deficit 7:08 into the opening 
period. That’s because St. 
Francis blew a late lead and 
had to settle for a 6-6 draw 
at the World Ice Arena in 
Flushing.

Instead of trailing the 
Knights by just a point atop 
the division, the Terriers 
remain three back with 
five games remaining.

“I’m not happy with the 
one point — we should’ve 
taken two,” St. Francis 
Coach Mike Watts said. 
“It’s like we never played 
the game.”

The Terriers (6-2-2, 
14 points) seemed poised 
to take the two points that 
Watts wanted after Aaron 
Acosta scored from the 
right circle with 6:28 re-
maining and St. Francis 
went on the power play just 
a minute later. But Acosta 
took a bad penalty and Mi-
chael Donato scored the 
last of his four goals, get-
ting to the rebound of his 
own slap shot with 2:50 to 
go 10 seconds before the 
main advantage ended.

“He caught us flat-foot-
ed,” Watts said. “He took 
advantage of the situation.”

Each side had chances 
in the final frantic mo-
ments, particularly the 
Knights (7-1-1, 17 points). 
Alan Mook and Nick Bow-
erman each had shots in 
close that goaltender John 
Doyle was able to turn away. 
After a shaky start, Doyle 
was brilliant in making 35 
saves, several of them from 
point-blank range.

Cross wasn’t exactly 
thrilled with the draw ei-

ther. It could’ve taken a 
commanding five-point 
lead had it held on to an 
early lead. Instead, the di-
vision is still very much 
up for grabs. Plus, there is 
nothing to crow about — 
ties are like kissing your 
sister, Donato said.

“Nobody gets bragging 
rights,” he said. “Just con-
gratulations to both teams 
for working hard.”

Unlike the first meet-
ing, when St. Francis 
raced out to a large early 
led, everything went right 
for Cross off the bat. After 
Andrew Andriopoulus and 
Cody Frucht tallied early 
goals, Donato roofed a slap 
shot to make it 3-0.

But like that first 
matchup, the struggling 
squad rebounded. Cross’ 
Tommy Krotz and John 
Murray took ill-advised 
penalties and Travis Lip-
pert and Nicholas Veljacich 

made them pay. Schule got 
Prep even at 3-all, when he 
crashed the net for his first 
of two goals 4:18 into the 
second period.

“That hurt us,” Cross 
Coach Kevin Goodspeed 
said. “They got probably 
the best power play in the 
division and you have to 
be on your ‘A’ game when 
killing [penalties] against 
them. We had a few mis-
takes and they took advan-
tage and they got back into 
the game.”

The teams alternated 
goals the rest of the way, 
Prep going ahead 4-3 on 
Schule’s tally, but Cross 
responding as Donato pot-
ted two more to make it 5-4. 
The Terriers got even again 
on a Steve Leonard even-
strength goal 7:49 into the 
third before the two teams 
traded goals yet again down 
the stretch.

“I thought both teams 

played well,” Goodspeed 
said. “Our boys fought hard 
and it was indicative of the 
score. We’re happy we got a 
point out of it.”

Both teams felt this 
wasn’t the last of the Battle 
of the Boulevard this year. 
A playoff rematch is a defi-
nite possibility. And while 
Cross has bragging rights 
— it won the first meeting 
and took a draw in the sec-
ond — St. Francis could’ve 
prevailed in each encoun-
ter.

“We know we should’ve 
beat them,” Schule said. 
“We’re very familiar with 
them after two games.”

Thus far, Cross has 
bragging rights and the 
division lead. But the ulti-
mate prize looms.

“We’ll see them in the 
championship,” Schule 
confidently predicted.

Holy Cross’ Michael Donato scored four times in the Knights’ 6-all draw with St. Francis Prep. 
Photo by Denis Gostev

Bayside’s Austin Williams scored 22 points in a win against Campus 
Magnet. Photo by Denis Gostev

Junior guard leads 
Bayside to victory
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Austin Williams was 
convinced this team wasn’t 
going to give another lead 
to Campus Magnet before 
ensuring it.

“We were at home,” the 
Bayside junior point guard 
said. “I wasn’t going to ac-
cept us losing at home.”

When the two teams 
met on the Bulldogs home 
turf in December they ral-
lied from eight points down 
going into the fourth quar-
ter for a win and were try-
ing to do the same trailing 
by 12 this time.

Williams, who scored 
a game-high 22 points, did 
everything in his power to 
keep that from happening 
again. He put the finishing 
touches on an important 
53-42 win in PSAL Queens 
AA boys’ basketball last 
Thursday night. In the clos-
ing minutes, Williams even 
went up to his teammates 
and reminded them they 
were home and they were 
not going to lose. Then he 
put his actions into words.

“He is learning to be 
a leader,” Bayside Coach 
Cory Semper said. “I’ve 
been waiting for this. This 
is his third year now. He 
started for me as a fresh-
man and this is what I’ve 
been waiting for, for him to 
lead us.”

Campus Magnet ral-
lied behind Noah Vickers, 
who scored 18 points, in-
cluding four three-pointers, 

to pull as close as 45-40 on 
a Samuel Durodola layup 
with 3:08 remaining in the 
game. Williams then poked 
free a steal at the top of the 
key for an easy layup. Tarik 
Raynor had a putback for 
the Bulldogs, but Williams 
went 4-for-4 from the free 
throw line down the stretch 
and had another steal and 
score.

“I’m the captain of 
my team,” said Williams, 
whose zone school is Cam-
pus Magnet. “I’m just try-
ing to set an example.”

The victory puts the 
Commodores into a sec-
ond-place tie with Campus 
Magnet (8-2) in the division 
and a game behind first-
place Cardozo. Uzonna 
Akazi scored 10 points for 
Bayside (8-2) and Cantrell 
Barker added eight. Durod-
ola chipped in 13 points for 
Campus Magnet.

“Today they were bet-
ter than us,” legendary 
Bulldogs Coach Charles 
Granby said. “They out-
played us. They deserved to 
win, simple as that.”

Bayside took control 
of the game with a 12-0 run 
over the first and second 
quarters. Williams started 
with a three-pointer to end 
the opening stanza and a 
DeQauise Andrews layup 
in transition put the Com-
modores up 18-11 with 5:30 
remaining in the second 
quarter. Ryan Tomlin was 
fouled at the buzzer and 

Terriers blow lead, tie HC
St. Francis Prep still face struggle against borough rival

Continued on Page 50
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C-plus average at Cardozo, 
one of the better public 
schools in the city.

“Eighty to 90 percent 
of basketball players in the 
city would love to have his 
transcript,” Naclerio said.

Lawrence suffered a 
slight knee injury in a win 
over George Westinghouse 
Jan. 6 and missed the Judg-
es’ two victories last week, 
Jan. 10 over Beach Channel 
and Jan. 12 against Thomas 
Edison.

In eight league games, 
Lawrence was averaging 17 
points and 15 rebounds per 

game for Cardozo, which is 
alone atop Queens AA with 
a 9-1 mark and is 11-2 over-
all.

“My team is in the 
gym right now. They all got 
together and had a team 
meeting,” Naclerio said. 
“We’re doing our walk-
through drills on defense. 
As a coach, I have to find 
a way. That’s my job. I still 
think we’re a very good 
team.”

“It’s a huge blow,” one 
coach involved in Law-
rence’s recruiting said. 
“You’re not only talking 
about one of the best kids 
in New York City, but one 
of the best kids in the coun-
try — a top 100 level talent. 
You lose that type of kid, it 

hurts your program.”
With a 7-4 record, Pope 

John XXIII is far from a 
powerhouse — it’s better 
known for track and field 
and football — though that 
will most likely not affect 
Lawrence’s recruiting.

“Coaches go where 
players are,” the college 
coach said. “His best days 
are ahead of him. Obvi-
ously, he’s got to get stron-
ger. He has to work harder. 
But the sky is the limit. He 
has a lot of untapped poten-
tial.”

Lawrence is expected 
to be playing for one of the 
city’s major AAU programs 
this summer after spending 
his career with Positive Di-
rection up until this point.

Continued from Page 47

Big star
sunk two free throws to ex-
tend the lead to 30-18 at the 
half.

The Commodores cred-
ited using their size advan-
tage in the second quarter 
to control the offensive and 
defense glass, something 
Akazi was a major part of. 

They were able to get out 
in transition and Williams 
did an excellent job getting 
his teammates involved.

“We knew that they 
beat us already,” Akazi 
said. “We had to play hard-
er.”

Semper said he feels 
like this squad looks like 
a basketball team now 

and they are finding their 
stride in the second half of 
the season. There is more 
patience and efforts. This 
is a win they can build off 
going forward and one Wil-
liams can brag about going 
home.

“He’s from over there,” 
Semper said. “This is a big 
win to go back to the neigh-
borhood with.”

Continued from Page 49

Bayside

MLS JV girls win 8 in a row, defeating GNYA
The wins keep coming 

for the junior varsity girls 
at Maspeth’s Martin Luther 
School.

Freshman point guard 
Leslly Marmolejo contin-
ues to shine in her role as 
the point guard, scoring 21 
points, 10 steals and add-
ing 5 assists. Forward Toya 

Brown had a career high 
17 rebounds and six points 
against Greater New York 
Academy.

The score was 15-0 by 
the end of the first quarter 
as the Lady Cougars domi-
nated the game, winning 
48-15. The Lady Cougars’ 
defense stole the ball 24 

times.
The coaches have the 

team playing an aggressive 
defense, averaging 20 steals 
a game and only allowing 
their opponents to score 21 
points per game. An uptem-
po offense runs the major-
ity of their games, averag-
ing 43 points per game.

��Half and Full Day Nursery &  
Pre-Kindergarten, 4 or 5 days a week

��Full Day Kindergarten 
��Grades 1-8
��New York State Certified Teachers
��Catholic faith formation coupled 

with academic excellence
��Interactive early childhood  

programs with classroom  
learning centers

��Safe, nurturing environment

��Early drop-off & after school  
programs

��Implementing New York State  
Common Core Curriculum

��Italian, Physical Education, Computer 
Technology, Art & Music classes for 
Nursery - Grade 8

��Library Program for PreK - 5
��Interactive white boards in all  

classrooms & media center
��Science Lab

��Hot lunch program
��Full time nurse
��Exceed NYC, NYS, & Diocesan  

scores on New York State ELA  
& Math exams

��Math 9 & Earth Science  
Regents Programs

��After School Clubs, such as  
Reading/Math Enrichment,  
Crafts, Gymnastics, Sewing,  
Soccer & Science
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HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE  
Sunday, January 29, 2012

12:30-2:00pm
Come see why  

a Catholic school  
education at 

 Holy Trinity is the 
right learning  

environment for  
your child

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL 
Rev. Joseph R. Gibino, Pastor                  Mrs. Barbara Kavanagh, Principal

14-45 143 Street, Whi���������	�
�����������������������6-1479
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795 Northern Blvd., Great Neck, NY 

516-829-2834BIENER.COM
Come check out our beautiful new showroom and state-of-the-art service facility.

All leases subject to primary lenders tier one approval for returning audi lessee. Tax & mv fees additional. Lessee responsible for wear & tear and .25¢/Mi over 10,000 mi/yr. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Valid while supplies and programs last.

$399
2012 Audi A4 2.0T Premium quattro

Htd Seats, Bluetooth, iPod, HomeLink, Dark Wood Dash, Stain-
less Steel Exhaust, Conv Pkg, All Wthr Pkg, Auto. MSRP $41,840

Heated Seats, Bluetooth, iPod, HomeLink, Satellite Radio, 
Automatic. MSRP $36,925

Lease 42 Mo. 
Due at signing 

$2,944

Lease 42 Mo. 
Due at signing 

$4,420

Follow us onCelebrating  
80 yearsAUDI

Where Our Family Treats You Like Family

$
m quq attatttrtroo

New York’s #1 volume Audi  
   dealer is closer than you think.

$349
2012 Audi A5 2.0T Premium quattro

Certified pre-owned Audi models
2008 Audi A4 Auto, A/C, PW. 38k mi. Stk #P7789  ...................................................................................... $22,895*

2009 Audi A4 6 Speed, A/C, PW. 45k mi. Stk #U7424   ............................................................................... $27,000*

2009 Audi Q5 Auto, Nav, PW. 28k mi. Stk #P7761 ...................................................................................... $34,988*

2009 Audi Q7 Auto, 7-Pass, Pano Roof. 36k mi. Stk #P7529 ...................................................................... $38,888*

2009 Audi S5 Coupe Auto, Nav, B&O Sound. 30k mi. Stk #P7668  ........................................................... $43,888*

2011 Audi S4 Auto, Nav, Full Power. 11k mi. Stk #U7635 .......................................................................... $49,995*

Just minutes from the Queens border.

AUDI

Premium, Sport 
Pkg., Heated Seats, 
HomeLink, Automatic. 
MSRP $51,725

$579
Lease 42 Mo. 

Due at signing 
$4,272

2012 Audi A6 3.0T Premium quattro
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST., 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 1/23/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

 2 2 2 2 2 Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat Stk#U7279-29K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

2011 BMW 328i
$27,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Navigation

Stk#U7202-14K mi.

*

$12,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L Stk#U7727-39K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2006 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4
$12,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Alloys, Stk#U7185-49K mi.
8 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CHARGER SXT
$13,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7108-42K mi.
6 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2008 JEEP

LIBERTY 4X4
$13,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7288-59K mi.
6 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2008 JEEP

PATRIOT 4X4

$13,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7451-14K mi.

9 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 CHRYSLER

200
$15,481
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7073-42K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2008 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING
$17,981

Auto, A/C, Stk#U7584-41K mi.
8 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 JEEP

WRANGLER 4 DR. 4X4
$18,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7378-28K mi.
7 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CHALLENGER

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED
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Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. Deployment ongoing. 4G LTE device and data plan required. Claim compares 4G LTE 
download speeds to industry average 3G download speeds. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network.

FREE SHIPPING  |  1.866.MOBILITY – ATT.COM/NETWORK – VISIT A STORE

Limited-time offer. Subject to wireless customer agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ. fee $36/line. Coverage & svcs, including mobile broadband, not avail everywhere. Geographic, usage & other conditions & restrictions (that may result in svc termination) 
apply. See contract, rate plan brochure, and rebate form at stores for details. Taxes & other chrgs apply. Prices & equip. vary by mkt & may not be avail. from ind. retailers. See store or visit att.com for details and coverage map. Early Termination Fee (ETF): 
None if cancelled during first 30 days, but a $35 restocking fee may apply; after 30 days, ETF up to $325, depending on device (details att.com/equipment ETF). Subject to change. Agents may impose add’l fees. Tablet Early Termination Fee (ETF): After 
30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to 10% of sales price may apply. Other Charges include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25/mo), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges 
for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Offer Details: Samsung Galaxy Tab 8.9 price with 2-year service agreement & minimum $35/mo. data plan is $479.99. Samsung Galaxy S II Skyrocket smartphone price with 2-year 
voice agreement & minimum qualifying monthly data plan is $0.00. Sold separately, Samsung Galaxy S II Skyrocket price with 2-year voice agreement & minimum qualifying monthly data plan is $199.99. Sales tax calculated based on price of unactivated 
equipment. Smartphone Data Plan Requirement: Min. $15/mo. DataPlus (200MB) plan required; $15 automatically chrg’d for each additional 200MB provided if initial 200MB is exceeded. All data, including overages, must be used in the billing period 
in which it is provided or be forfeited. For more details on data plans, go to att.com/dataplans. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative,or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen images simulated. ©2012 
AT&T Intellectual Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

Get all the coverage you need!
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack.* 

GET A 

FREE
SAMSUNG GALAXY S™ II 
SKYROCKET™ SMARTPHONE
with 2-year voice agreement & 
minimum qualifying monthly data plan.

BUY A SAMSUNG 
GALAXY TAB™ 8.9 FOR 

$47999
with 2-year service agreement 
& minimum $35/mo. data plan.

and

SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB™ 8.9

SAMSUNG GALAXY S™ II 
SKYROCKET™

60 total pages
60 total pages


