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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement District will 
be raising its yearly assessment 
  by approximately $50,000, ret-

roactive to Jan. 1, according to 
Chairman Jim Riso.

The City Council Finance 
Committee voted unanimously 
at a public hearing in Manhattan 
Jan. 18 to approve the BID’s re-
quest to increase its assessment 

  from $81,368 to $155,000.
Elizabeth DeLeon, deputy 

commissioner of the city Depart-
ment of Small Business Services, 
was the only person to testify at 
the meeting and spoke in support 
of the increase, a department rep-

resentative said.
Riso said the BID would raise 

its assessment to $131,000 for fis-
cal year 2012, and the remainder 
of the approved increase would 
be phased in over a three-year 

Continued on Page 17

BID plans to raise assessments
Chairman says increase will cover salary when new Bayside director is hired 

Liu returns 
contributions, 
IDs bundlers

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Embattled city Comptroller 
John Liu returned nearly $50,000 
in contributions and disclosed a 
list of his campaign bundlers as 
promised last week amid ques-
tions about the finances of his un-
official 2013 campaign for mayor.

Nearly all of the $48,470 Liu 
gave back to donors was refunded 
on and after Nov. 16, the day a 
bundler for his campaign, Xing 
Wu “Oliver” Pan, was federally 
charged with skirting campaign 
finance laws by dividing a large 
contribution into smaller ones 
using straw donors.

Bundlers collect contribu-
tions on behalf of a candidate. 
Straw donors are individuals who 
make campaign contributions on 
behalf of another person and are 
reimbursed for their participa-
tion in the scheme, which is ille-
gal.

Scrutiny of Liu’s fund-rais-
ing practices first surfaced in 
mid-September after The New 
York Times found his campaign 
account was flooded with large 
donations made by people who 
appeared unlikely to have the 
means to make such contribu-
tions. The questionable donors 
had occupations such as cook or 
cashier or, in some cases, were 
unemployed.

Liu returned all of the $15,200 
Continued on Page 16

ROOTING FOR BIG BLUE!

Giants fans (l.-r. front row) Dyanne Marzano, Dana Giummo, Danny O’Connor, Cindy Soto and Johnny Seyford cheer a New York touchdown at K.C.’s Saloon 
in Bayside while watching the NFC Championship game against the San Francisco 49ers. The Giants won in overtime 20-17 and are slated to play the New 
England Patriots in the Super Bowl. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Births expected to rise 
in Year of the Dragon
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The scientific estab-

lishment is paying recogni-
tion to Bellerose student Ol-
ivia Munk for all the hours 
she has spent toiling away 
in her laboratory to better 
mankind.

The 17-year-old Bronx 
High School of Science se-
nior began studying how 
sensory depravation and 
enrichment affect neuro-
logical changes in rodents 
nearly two years ago, and 
earlier this month she was 
named as a semifinalist 
in this year’s Intel Science 
Talent Search competition.

“We gave some mice 
toys, and some we trimmed 
their whiskers,” said the 
alumna of PS/IS 266, in 
Glen Oaks. “For 30 days 
we’d trade off enrichment 
and depravation and see 
what happened different. 
The question I’m asking is, 
‘Can enrichment make up 
for depravation?’”

Munk said her re-
search has applications in 
finding what kinds of ther-
apies can help overcome 
disabilities such as autism.

About 2,000 students 
from 497 high schools sub-
mitted entries for the con-
test, and Munk is one of the 
300 semifinalists who will 
receive a $1,000 award from 
the Intel Foundation.

“It was a pretty big op-
portunity and I worked re-
ally hard on the project, so 
it’s great to be recognized,” 
she said.

On Jan. 25, the compe-
tition will name 40 finalists 

who will receive an all ex-
penses paid-trip to Wash-
ington, D.C., in March, 
when they will compete for 
the top award of $100,000 as 
they rub elbows with nota-
ble scientists.

“It helps with college 
recognition, and it would 
be nice to have a little less 
to pay,” said Munk, who 
when she is not in the lab 
or doing homework spends 
her free time following her 
other passions: theater and 
dance.

“She’s very well-
rounded,” said Queens Col-
lege psychology professor 
Joshua Brumberg, Munk’s 
adviser on her research 

project, entitled “Environ-
mental Enrichment Influ-
ences Neuronal Structure 
Well into Adulthood.”

“She enjoys dancing 
and she starred in her high 
school play last year,” he 
said. “She’s multi-faceted, 
which I think is great fun 
in the lab.”

Munk nurtured her 
early theatrical aspirations 
at the American Dance and 
Drama Studio in Fresh 
Meadows, and as she pre-
pares to direct a show she 
and her friends wrote, she 
is looking for a college 
where she can study dance 
and theater along with cog-
nitive neural science.

Brumberg offered 
glowing praise for his pro-
tege, and said he thinks she 
has the capability to devel-
op into a leader of any field 
she eventually chooses.

“I would sometimes 
forget that she’s only a high 
school student,” he said. “I 
think she’s interested in a 
career in the biomedical 
sciences and medicine, but 
she hasn’t graduated high 
school yet. Those kinds of 
things change.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Ben’s Delicatessen 
may not have invented the 
pastrami sandwich, but ac-
cording to the Bay Terrace 
eatery’s customers, it has 
come pretty darn close to 
perfecting it.

“It’s the only place 
you can get a good, greasy 
Jewish sandwich,” Dave 
Dancyger said earlier this 
week, as he stopped by to 
pick up lunch.

Ben’s was founded in 
Baldwin, L.I., in 1972, and 
this year the Bay Terrace 
location, along with the 
company’s five others, will 
help celebrate the 40th an-
niversary with specials 
such as 40 cent knishes and 
free meals for customers 
born in 1972 if they bring a 
guest.

Ben’s has delis in Boca 
Raton, Fla., Manhattan and 
three on Long Island in 
Greenvale, Carle Place and 
Woodbury.

“To some delicatessen 
is something you put be-
tween two slices of bread. 
To me it’s a calling,” said 
founder Ronnie Dragoon, 
who now runs the Boca 
Raton restaurant. “We’re 
a family business and our 
customers are part of the 
family. At the end of the 
day, every guest should feel 
comfortable, happy and full 
— always full!”

Dragoon’s brother, 
Scott, has been filling or-
ders behind the deli coun-
ter in the Bay Terrace 
shopping center since the 
location opened nearly 19 
years ago.

As he ladled a full con-
tainer of soup Dancyger 
had ordered, Dragoon said 
the pastrami sandwiches 
were what kept customers 
coming back.

“And the cheerful guys 
at the counter,” he added 
saltily.

Ben’s opened up in Bay 
Terrace in the early 1990s, 
offering traditional kosher 
fare at a time when the 
neighborhood was home 
to a strong ethnic Jewish 
population.

General Manager Hal 
Simon said he has watched 
the way the neighbor-
hood has changed over the 
years.

“The Jewish popula-
tion has shrunk as the de-
mographics have changed, 
but it’s also broadened 
our horizons. We have a 
lot more Asian customers 
now. Believe it or not, they 
eat kosher,” he said.

That should not 

Olivia Munk discusses her research project with fellow Bronx High School of Science students. 
Photo courtesy Alex Thorp, Bronx Science Observatory

Intel honors Bellerose teen
Olivia Munk, 17, is one of 300 semifi nalists in science competition

Bay Terrace toasts 
Ben’s Deli milestone

Jessica Monteil serves up plates 
of Ben’s famous sandwiches. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Continued on Page 17
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BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES 
at reg. price 

GET 2nd PAIR

50% OFF

w/coupon, exp. 02-05-12

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS 

Progressive Lenses 

with Metal Frames

w/coupon, exp. 02-05-12

VARILUX 

PROGRESSIVE LENSES

w/coupon, exp.02-05-12
$16999*
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Extra
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SPECIAL #3
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39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

Lucky Year of the Dragon brings Chinese baby boom
Families plan births around serpentine zodiac symbol, which characterizes power and success

BY JOE ANUTA

Everybody wants to 
have a baby during the 
Year of the Dragon begin-
ning Monday, according to 
leaders in Flushing’s Chi-
nese community.

The dragon is the most 
auspicious of the 12 signs of 
the Chinese zodiac, which 
mean potential parents will 
alter their pregnancy plans 
if it means giving 
their bundle of 
joy a little boost 
of luck in life.

“ P a r e n t s 
will wait for a year or six 
months for the Year of the 
Dragon,” said Fred Fu, 
head of the Flushing Devel-
opment Center.

Fu’s own parents timed 
their sons so they could 
have two in the Year of the 
Dragon. His older brother 
was born toward the be-
ginning of 1952, and his 

own birth in January 1953 
squeaked in just weeks be-
fore the change to the Year 
of the Snake.

“That year, there will 
be more babies,” he said.

The last Year of the 
Dragon occurred in 2000, 
and looking at births of the 
city’s Chinese population, 
there was a discernible 
spike.

As a general trend, 
both the Chinese 
population of the 
city and babies 
born to women 
of Chinese ances-

try have increased at the 
same rate, according to the 
U.S. census, which tracks 
population growth only for 
those who choose to fill out 
a questionnaire.

In 1990, there were 
about 4,000 babies born to 
women of Chinese descent 
throughout the entire city 
when about 175,000 people 

of Chinese ethnicity were 
living in the city, according 
to the census.

By 2010, both those 
numbers more than dou-
bled to over 8,300 babies 
and nearly 475,000 people.

While the birth rate 
did not increase by the ex-
act same amount each year, 
2000 did see a significant 
rise, according to the data.

Babies born to women 
of Chinese ancestry jumped 

18 percent from 5,216 in 
1999 to 6,179 in 2000 — one 
of the biggest surges in the 
20-year period. The births 
went back down the next 
year to 5,781 before climb-
ing again in tandem with 
the increase in population.

The spike was even 
more pronounced for the 
Chinese community in 
Queens, where the births 
increased by 21 percent.

The extra births might 
not have overburdened the 
city’s resources in New 
York City, but in Fu’s na-
tive Taiwan the onslaught 
of Dragon babies means 
school systems have to pre-
pare to be strained every 12 
years.

“There will be too 
many kids for that year,” 
Fu said.

Parents want their 
children to be Dragons be-
cause of the character traits 
associated with the zodiac 

animal — power, prestige, 
independence, success and 
drive, to name a few.

But to chalk up the 
bump in the data solely 
to the Year of the Dragon 
may be misleading. There 
was indeed a bump, but 
there were also spikes in 
the birthrate other years. 
Drastic increases occurred 
in 1995, 2000, 2004 and 2007, 
which had the largest in-
crease.

But whether Flushing 
will welcome in more New 
Year’s babies than normal 
is beside the point. The 
community is geared up for 
the extra-special holiday 
and, according to Fu, the 
neighborhood is brimming 
with excitement and opti-
mism.

“If it’s the Year of the 
Cat, it’s just normal,” he 
said. “But the Year of the 
Dragon, wow, it is different. 
People love it.”

The dragon is one of 12 symbols in the Chinese zodiac. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

More photos
PAGE 18
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4 Schumer, Gillibrand rethink Internet bills
In wake of strong opposition to online piracy legislation, senators go back to the drawing board

BY RICH BOCKMANN

U.S. Sens. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) 
are reconsidering two con-
troversial pieces of legis-
lation they co-sponsored 
aimed at thwarting online 
piracy after a number of 
the Web’s most prominent 
companies staged an online 
protest last week.

On Jan. 18, visitors to 
Wikipedia were met with 
a blackened screen that 
read “For over a decade, 
we have spent millions of 
hours building the larg-
est encyclopedia in human 
history. Right now the U.S. 
Congress is considering 
legislation that could fa-
tally damage the free and 
open Internet.”

“For 24 hours, to raise 
awareness, we are blacking 
out Wikipedia,” the mes-
sage concluded.

Criticism of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 

Stop Online Piracy and the 
Senate Protect Intellectual 
Property acts — known as 
SOPA and PIPA, respective-
ly — had been building for 
weeks from detractors, who 
said the bills went too far in 
allowing the government to 
shut down websites that fa-
cilitate — even if only pas-
sively — illegal downloads 
of copyrighted materials.

Following the pro-
tests, several key legisla-
tors pulled back their sup-
port and vowed to retool 
the bills. The New York 
senators released a joint 
statement citing the need 
to balance the freedom of 
expression on the Internet 
with the ability to block on-
line piracy.

“We’ve had many dis-
cussions and held many 
meetings with all parts of 
the Internet community 
— from users, to members 
of the NY Tech Meet-up, to 
start-ups, to big Internet 
firms like Google, Face-

book and Yahoo — to hear 
their concerns regarding 
this proposed legislation, 
and we’ll continue those 
discussions,” the statement 
read.

“After constructive 
dialogue with many in the 
technology community, we 
have worked to make an im-
portant change in the bill 
regarding DNS provisions,” 

they said. “We will continue 
to work with our colleagues 
to ensure a proper balance 
between stopping the theft 
of intellectual property and 
copyright infringement 

and doing so without the 
unintended consequence 
of stifling or censoring the 
Internet, which we strongly 
oppose.”

Different websites 
came up with novel ways 
of “censoring” themselves, 
from the search engine 
Google — which placed a 
black bar over its logo — 
to Wired magazine, which 
placed black bars over the 
text on its site as if it were 
redacted.

SOPA and PIPA were 
backed by the entertain-
ment industry in an attempt 
to stop piracy on the Inter-
net, but the protest against 
the bills was not limited  to 
the kings of new media, as 
some lesser-known web-
sites also voiced their oppo-
sition by going black.

Woodside resident 
Jeff Orlick said he chose to 
black out his Queens res-
taurant review site, iwan-
tmorefood.com, after find-

Jeff Orlick (l.) reviewed Saipin Chutima’s Manhattan restaurant, Lotus of Siam NY, for his website, 
iwantmorefood.com, which he said he blacked out last week in protest of SOPA and PIPA. 

Photo courtesy Veronica Chan

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Terminal 3 at John 
F. Kennedy International 
Airport has been accorded 
the inglorious distinction 
of being the worst air travel 
gateway in the world.

“Terminal 3 is known 
for endless immigration 
lines in a dank basement, 
an utter lack of food and 
shopping options through 
crowded and confusing en-
try points,” according to 
Frommer’s Travel Guides.

“There’s also a sense 
that the cleaning crew gave 
up in despair a while ago, 
”the survey said.

There is also a good 
chance you could wait for 
your flight to be called 
while standing because of 

a lack of seats, Frommer’s 
said.

The former Pan Amer-
ican Airways Worldport at 
JFK was built more than 50 
years ago, but is now used 
by Delta Air Lines, which 
says it is in the process of 

a $1.2 billion makeover of 
Terminal 3, which is ex-
pected to open in 2013.

LaGuardia Airport 
was rated No. 7 on the worst 
airports list with criticism 
of its lack of rail links — 

Travel survey ranks LaGuardia 
as 7th worst airport in the world

Boro Beacon programs face 
closure in planned ’13 budget

BY JOE ANUTA

For the first time ever, 
a popular after-school pro-
gram could face branch 
closures under the mayor’s 
proposed 2013 budget which 
could mean the loss of eight 
centers in Queens.

“This is the first time 
that a mayoral budget is 
suggesting the closure of 
a program that has been 
around for 20 years,” said 
Deepmalya Ghosh, of the 
The Child Center of NY, 
speaking about the Beacon 
after-school program.

Beacon programs were 
started in the 1990s to give 
students a constructive 
way to spend their time af-
ter the school bell rang and 
before they had to be home 

in the evening.
The children do school-

work, play sports, learn in-
struments and participate 
in arts and other construc-
tive activities through 
nearly 80 Beacon programs 

throughout the city, which 
are run by various agencies 
like The Child Center and 
the Samuel Field Y.

Since its inception, 
the Beacon program has 

State Assemblyman Rory Lancman wrote a letter urging that the 
Beacon program at IS 216 in Fresh Meadows be kept open. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42 Continued on Page 42

A woman goes through security at the US Airways Terminal in 
LaGuardia Airport. Frommer’s rated the terminal as the world’s 
seventh worst.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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5Guv presents budget in boro
Cuomo touts convention center, energy highway in Flushing speech

BY JOE ANUTA

After his Albany ad-
dress, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
presented his budget plan 
for a second time in Flush-
ing last Thursday morning, 
which had many Queens of-
ficials in the audience nod-
ding their heads in agree-
ment.

Aside from a Queens 
College professor claiming 
to represent the “99 per-
cent,” the audience largely 
hung on the governor’s 
words as he touted state-
wide reforms and pushed 
his idea for a convention 
center at the Aqueduct Ra-
cino in South Ozone Park.

“Let’s build the larg-
est convention center in the 
nation,” the governor said, 
his voice rising. “And let’s 
build it in Queens.”

A recent statewide 
Siena College poll found 
the public’s response luke-
warm, however, with only 
38 percent in favor and 57 
percent opposed to the $4.4 
billion plan.

But U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-St. Albans) loved 
the idea.

“I’m excited about it,” 

he said in an interview af-
ter the address. “It sends a 
huge message that Queens 
is a part of New York City.”

Westerns Queens 
politicians, like City Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. 

(D-Astoria), were happy to 
hear Cuomo’s plans for an 
energy highway connect-
ing the sites in upstate and 
western New York, where 
power is generated to ar-
eas downstate like New 

York City, where demand is 
heavy.

Astoria currently 
bears a large burden in sup-
plying the city with power. 
It is home to six power 
plants, in addition to Val-
lone’s office.

“It should have been 
done a long time ago, but 
we finally have a governor 
who has the guts to do it,” 
said Vallone. “My district 
provides more than 80 per-
cent of the power for the en-
tire city.”

Cuomo also delved into 
crime during his speech, 
which drew the attention of 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown.

The governor called for 
DNA information to be tak-
en from anyone who is con-
victed of a crime, no matter 
what the crime. Currently 
DNA information is only 
taken from about 50 per-
cent of convicted criminals. 
The governor’s statements 
echoed those of Brown, who 
has long called for the blan-
ket DNA sampling.

“DNA is one of the 
most powerful tools ever 
developed to solve and pre-

Gov. Andrew Cuomo addresses the crowd at Queens College. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

City building accidents down 18%: Mayor
BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg visited an apart-
ment complex under con-
struction in Long Island 
City Monday to announce 
what he called a step in the 
right direction: an 18 per-
cent drop in construction 
accidents citywide from 
2010-11.

“This is good for the 
agency. This is good for the 
public,” Bloomberg said.

The mayor said there 
were 152 accidents in 2011 
compared to 165 accidents 
in 2010, even though the 
city issued 7.7 percent more 
permits for construction in 
2011.

But the news was not 
all good. There were five 
construction-related deaths 

in 2011 compared to four in 
2010.

“Five is five too many, 

but it is a 73 percent de-
crease compared to 2008,” 
Bloomberg said.

The mayor’s office at-
tributed the success to a 
series of reforms the de-
partment implemented in 
recent years. These include 
a revising of the city’s con-
struction codes in 2009, 
creating a unit to inspect 
stalled construction sites, 
launching a campaign fo-
cused on preventing falls 
on construction sites and 
implementing more than 
25 new construction safety 
laws.

Some of these laws in-
clude required training for 
tower crane workers, uni-

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) celebrates an 18 percent drop in 
construction accidents compared to last year at an apartment 
complex being built in Long Island City. He was joined by Buildings 
Commissioner Robert LiMandri (r.). Photo by Rebecca Henely

State Assemblywoman Grace Meng and state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
have been selected as delegates for the Democratic Party and are 
slated to cast electoral votes in the 2012 November election.

Meng, Stavisky win 
Dem delegate spots

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Two northeast Queens 

lawmakers have been se-
lected as delegates for the 
Democratic Party in the 
upcoming presidential elec-
tions.

State Assemblywom-
an Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing) and state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
hope their work will keep 
President Barack Obama 
in the White House.

“I’m excited to repre-
sent Queens and represent 
New York state as we nomi-
nate Obama for a second 
term,” Meng said.

The first task given to 
Meng and Stavisky will be 
to collect signatures to get 
themselves and the presi-
dent on ballots.

As delegates, they will 
need to be elected — and, 
obviously, the president 
needs to be on a ballot to 
compete with the winner of 
the Republican Party pri-
mary.

The Queens GOP will 
also pick delegates to per-
form a similar task, but 
the party did not return a 
call to TimesLedger News-
papers by press time Tues-
day.

Signatures are re-
quired for nearly all pub-
lic offices, including spots 
at the city level. It ensures 
that the ballot will only list 
serious contenders.

The two northeast 
Queens legislators will be 
pounding the pavement in 

the next few weeks to take 
names and turn in the sig-
natures by Feb. 2.

There are two dele-
gates assigned to each con-
gressional district. In this 
case, Meng and Stavisky 
are assigned to the district 
of U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman 
(D-Bayside).

But aside from collect-
ing signatures, their essen-
tial function will be to cast 
electoral votes in the 2012 
November election.

When Queens resi-
dents take to the polls in 
November, their votes will 
technically not pick the 
president. Instead, their 
votes will act as a guide as 
to how delegates, like Meng 
and Stavisky, will vote to of-
ficially elect the president.

Each state is assigned 
a number of electoral votes 
based on the number of 
representatives it has in 
the U.S. Senate and House 
of Representatives. In New 
York, that number is 29, two 
less after the 2010 census 
trimmed two House seats.

It is a process that is 
not new to Stavisky, who 
was a delegate in 2008 and 
attended the convention in 
Colorado.

“It was interesting 
because you met people 
from all over the country,” 
she said. “Their issues are 
very similar. A person out 
of work in Denver is very 
similar to somebody out of 
work in Queens.”

The Republican pri-
Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42

Continued on Page 42
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6 Moya seeks state college aid for immigrants
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

 
Immigrant advocates met 

in Jackson Heights to find out 
how they could convince elected 
officials to back a measure that 
would make immigrants eligible 
for state tuition funding sources 
regardless of their legal status.

The Development, Relief 
and Education of Alien Minors 
Act has not passed on the federal 
level, but state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Corona) is the 
co-sponsor of a state version of 
the bill.

Moya said immigration sta-
tus should not matter when it 
comes to education and noted that 
some immigrants drop out of col-
lege because they do not have the 
funds to continue.

“We cannot have that happen 
anymore,” he said.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
is among those who support the 
bill, which allows young immi-
grants who were brought to the 
country illegally by their parents 
to tap into state financial aid for 
college. 

Those who gathered Satur-
day at the Renaissance School, at 
35-59 81st St. in Jackson Heights, 
heard from an immigrant student 
and a California state assembly-
man, who got his state to pass its 
own Dream Act.

Catherine Tavarez, a 16-year-
old senior at the International HS 

at LaGuardia Community Col-
lege, who arrived in Queens from 
Colombia more than a year ago, 
has a 3.9 GPA but said she will 
have trouble paying for college 
because she cannot qualify for 
state financial aid.

“I want to go to college and 
that has been my dream since I 

was little,” she said.
Catherine said her father 

“gave up on us and went back 
to Colombia” and she only sees 
her mother three to four times a 
month because she is constantly 
working to support the family.

“She’s sacrificing a lot of 
things for me,” she said. “That 
would be perfect if the Dream 
Fund is passed.”

The Dream Fund would set 
up private monies that immi-
grants could use to attend college, 
even if they are in the country il-
legally.

“I want to get an education 
and I know that I will be an ex-
cellent student if I go to college,” 
Katherine said.

State Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
Corona) said he supports the state 
legislation.

“I had an opportunity to 
move ahead and go to college,” 
he said. “You should have an op-
portunity to move ahead and go 
to college. We need to all work 
together to make sure the Dream 
Fund become a reality ... because 
you are the future. We want to 

make sure you get that opportu-
nity here in New York. The more 
that you’re educated, the more 
you can give back.”

California state Assembly-
man Gil Cedillo, a Democrat who 
represents parts of Los Angeles, 
sponsored the Dream Act in his 
state and was able to form a coali-
tion to get it to pass.

“This is truly an American 
story,” he said. “The law is clear 
that we have an obligation to edu-
cate our children regardless of 
their legal status.”

Cedillo said young students 
should not be penalized for their 
parents’ actions in coming to the 
country illegally.

“Your education is for life,” 
he said. “Your legal status will 
change.”

Cedillo said he was optimis-
tic that New York will follow Cali-
fornia.

“I’m really hopeful for you 
going forward because New York 
leads the way for so many issues 
on social justice, social change,” 
he said.

Catherine Tavarez, a student at the International HS at LaGuardia Community 
College, speaks in favor of the Dream Act and the Dream Fund during a 
town hall meeting organized by state Assemblyman Francisco Moya. 

Photo by Howard Koplowitz
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By Dr. C. Hammoud Ph.D.
�I had terrible Acne for 3 years and tried products with Benzoyl
Peroxide, Aloe Vera and others. After 4 days taking the Bell natural
product #60 it started to clear up my skin. My skin changed from terrible
to beautiful. Mylene Theriault, 19, Sorel-Tracy, QC �In 2 days my
son’s face completely cleared up of acne. My son is 15 and suffered for
3 years. We used many products like laser, Neem that did not work or
burned his skin. Veronica Marden, Seminole, TX �Unbelievable
acne free beautiful skin Last couple of years I had acne and tried
every product and antibiotics. Results with #60 were unbelievable.
Thanks for giving me beautiful skin and my self-esteem. Nelisa Royer,
28, Doral, FL �Within 6 days eczema cleared up completely. I
believe #60 addresses the cause internally instead of the symptoms.
Latifa Boutshik, 43, North York, ON �I had severe psoriasis over
95% of my body. Last 5 years I have stunned every doctor and
dermatologist. I spent tons of money on remedies. After I got Bell #60,
I’ve never seen anything work as fast in my life. Within 2 days I saw my
skin clearing up. I’m speechless. It was inexpensive compared with
what I spent before. Jessica Shantz, 25, Dawson Creek, BC �All
statements made on the Bell website are sent by delighted users. All
are real people. Most have listed phone numbers and can be called for

advice. No money is paid to them. Their reward is the relief they are getting. All say #60 works within
days not months, not years. It’s more effective than what they used before. It is less expensive (some
acne suppliers ship monthly and charge monthly, which may amount to large sums yearly). No side
effects were reported on #60. TRUE EVIDENCE that we are helping people.

Eczema
Psoriasis
Rosacea
Rashes

#60
Guaranteed better than all
others they used say dozens
of delighted users with full
names and towns on the Bell
website. Works by cleansing
blood inside rather than
attacking skin from the outside
and leaving the actual cause
untreated. Here are a few
examples:

ACNE

In other towns try your local health food stores first. If they don’t have it and don’t want to
order it for you, order on our website or call us with Visa or Mastercard. S & H $9.95.

Store inquiries are
welcome.

www.BellLifestyle.com
1-800-333-7995

�Cholesterol and triglycerides under control! For the last 5-6 years I
have been told that my cholesterol and triglycerides were out of line. After taking
Bell Cholesterol Control #14 my doctor said he was amazed about the change.
This is a good product. Jerome Nettles, 51, Monroeville, AL �All statin
drugs gave me pain! My doctor tried them all on me. So he said to try a
natural product. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 I have no more pain.
I’m so happy about this. Deanna O’Neil, 63, Tecumseh, ON. �I had great
success with all Bell health products! In the last 2 years I had relief with

Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea, HDL Cholesterol Management, Blood Pressure Combo and Stem Cell Activator.
I love your products. They all work for me. Great results. That’s all that matters. Basil Richards, 49, S.W.
Ranches, FL �20 years of high cholesterol alleviated! I had high cholesterol for 20 years and drugs
didn’t agree with me. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 for 6 months I had a check-up and was surprised
about the big improvement. I was delighted and extremely happy and so was my doctor. Norma Hrysio, 65, Lac
Du Bonnet, MB. We supply TRUE EVIDENCE.

Cholesterol
Control

High blood pressure is called the silent killer. If your BP is higher than
normal, try to get it down to about 120/80. For many people it is easy to
control. If it does not work for you we refund your money. On our website
you will find over 50 testimonials with full names and towns from all over
USA and Canada. Most of them have listed phone numbers and are happy
to talk about the relief they had. No money was paid for testimonials.

Other Bell products for relief of the following chronic ailments
All guaranteed! �Intestinal Cleansing & Weight Control #10 �Wrist Pain Carpal Tunnel
#30 �Stops Blood Sugar Imbalance & Weight Gain #40 �Calming Cronic Stress #66
�Colon Care & Cleanse #74. Bell is helping people everywhere.

Dr. C. Hammoud M.H., Ph.D. recommends this effective fish peptide
blood pressure natural product. So does Dr. Julian Whitaker M.D. �I was
on 3 blood pressure drugs that did not work well. After starting Bell #26
my readings are generally well below 120/80. Dona A. Anderson, 76,
Sooke, BC � My blood pressure was 157/90 and I had side effects
from prescription drugs. I bought a monitor. After 6 months on Bell #26 I
was down to 120/80. Toni L. McCuistion, 52, Elizabethtown, PA � At
work my driver’s medical test was too high at 170/100. After taking Bell

#26 for a few days I went down to 128/84
which allowed me to pass my work medical.
Kris Geier, 48, Windsor, ON. All products guaranteed to work.

�AVAILABLE IN QUEENS: �SPRINGFIELD Health Conscious Natural Foods 231-22
Merrick Blvd �ASTORIA Strand Pharmacy 2501 Broadway Astoria Chemist 2501 30th. Ave Astor
Pharmacy 3518 Ditmars Blvd. �BELLEROSE Rocky Hill Pharmacy 23601 Braddock Ave
�CORONA Value Pharmacy 5917 Junction Blvd �FAR ROCKAWAY Redfern Drugs 1485
beach Channel Dr. �FLUSHING A C Northern Pharmacy 154-16 Northern Blvd Franconia Pharmacy
4502 162nd St. Lewis Pharmacy 13698 Roosevelt Ave Victoria Pharmacy 44-45 Kissena Blvd
�FOREST HILLS J & D Pharmacy 7168 Yellowstone Blvd �FRESH MEADOWS Ilana’s
Pharmacy 180-30 Union Turnpike Echo Drugs 70-35 Parson Blvd �HOWARD BEACH Howard
Beach Apothecary 158-40 Crossbay Blvd �JACKSON HEIGHTS Jackson Heights Health Food
Store 83-10 37th Ave.  Maram Pharmacy & Surgical 7701 37th Ave Mi Farmacia 9015 Roosevelt Ave
Superior Pharmacy 7814 Roosevelt Ave Vitamins & Homeopathy Center 72-15 35th Ave�JAMAICA
Queens Community Expert Pharmacy 168 12 Hillside Ave Hillside Pharmacy 18420 Hillside Ave  Variety
Drugs 16933 137th Ave �LONG ISLAND CITY Vernon Pharmacy Inc. 4815 Vernon Blvd.
�GREAT NECK Optimum Health Nutrition 7 Spruce St.�LITTLE NECK Little Neck Health
Connection 24516 Horace Harding Expwy �MASPETH Eagle Pharmacy 6402 Flushing Ave
�REGO PARK Arcola Pharmacy 65-45 99th St�RIDGEWOOD Kraupner Pharmacy 6686
Fresh Pond Rd Mil-Rue Chemists 6687 Fresh Pond Rd Shawn Pharmacy 3339 Wycoff Ave.�SAINT
ALBANS Vital Health Food 196-14 Linden Blvd. Mind Body & Soul 189-28 Linden
Blvd.�SUNNYSIDE Go Natural Health Food 4503 Queen Blvd �WHITESTONE GNC 153-29
Cross Island Pkwy.�AVAILABLE IN LONG ISLAND: �VALLEY STREAM Dale Drugs
531 West Merrick RD.�CORAM Yore X Drugs 1850 Route 112�EAST HAMPTONS Liggett
Drugs 39 W.Montauk HWY.�HICKSVILLE GNC #2492 481 Broadway Mall �MIDDLE ISLAND
The Natural Vitamin & Herb Source 770 Middle Country Rd �BRENTWOOD Brentwood
Pharmacy 761 Suffolk Ave # 1  �SOUTHAMPTON Southrifty Drug 54 Jagger Ln �SAG
HARBOR SAG HARBOR PHARMACY 120 Main St �EAST HAMPTON East Hampton
Pharmacy 106 N. Main St.�SELDEN Quality Pharmacy 249 Middle Country Rd  �SHOREHAM
Shoreham Drug 99 Route 25A, #1 �N. BALDWIN Natures Vitamin Spot 1211 Grand Ave.

�Relief in 3-5 days from dribbling, burning and
rushing to the toilet.  If you are considering surgery, try
this tea first.  Must work of money refunded. 99% success
rate. Helps virtually everybody quickly. The only prostate
remedy that works so well that it comes with a money-
back guarantee. Literally hundreds of delighted men
testifying on our web site:

� Doctor said to keep on drinking the tea.  Prescribed
prostate drugs did not help.  Leonard Pearcey, Wassis, NB
�I cancelled my prostate surgery. Get up once a
night.  I'm so happy not to have to face the torment of a
prostate operation and incontinence or impotency.  Albert
E. Blain, 74, Schumacher, ON �Even after TURP
prostate surgery and microwave therapy had to get up
many times.  Now down to 1-2 times. Tea is 100% better
than drugs.  Robert G. Stocker, Eustasis, FL �After 1st
year drinking tea my PSA went down to 4.5; after 2nd

year to 2.9; after 3rd year to 2.3.  I highly recommend the tea. A real life saver.  Thomas M. Thurston,
Forsyth, GA. People’s phone numbers on our website.

Frequent
BATHROOM TRIPS?
Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea #4a

#14

High Blood Pressure?

#26
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WEEK DIRECTORY

IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION SCHOOL
21-63 29th Street
Astoria, NY 11105

(718) 728-1969
www.icsastoria.org

Contact: 
Ms. Kathy Gonzalez

OUR LADY OF 
THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT SCHOOL
34-45 202 Street, 
Bayside, NY 11361 

(718) 229-4434 
 F (718) 229-5820

www.olbsschool.org
Principal: 

Mrs. Joan Kane 

See Individual School Ads Listed Below 
Throughout This Week’s Paper.

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM

TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: MARY LEARY: 
718.260.4537

Christ the King
High School 

68-02 Metropolitan Avenue 
Middle Village, NY 11379 

718.36.7400 
WWW.CTKNY.ORG

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL 
14-45 143rd Street, 

Whitestone, NY 11357
(718) 746-1479     

F(718) 746-4793
www.holytrinityrcs.org

Principal:
Mrs. Barbara 

Kavanagh

THE MARY LOUIS 
ACADEMY

176-21 Wexford 
Terrace

Jamaica Estates, NY 
11432

(718) 297-2120
F (718) 739-0037

www.tmla.org

ST. ROBERT 
BELLARMINE

56-10 214th Street
Bayside, NY 

(718) 225-8795
www.srbschool.org

Principal: 
Ms. Fazio

SACRED HEART 
SCHOOL

216-01 38th Avenue, 
Bayside NY

 (718) 631-4804
F (718) 224-5821

www.
sacredheartbayside.org

Principal: 
Mr. Dennis J. Farrell

DIVINE WISDOM 
CATHOLIC ACADEMY

  at St. Anastasia 
Parish

45-11 245th Street
Douglaston, 
NY  11362

(718) 631-3153
www.dwcaonline.org

Principal:
Michael A. LaForgia

ST. FRANCIS 
PREPARATORY SCHOOL
6100 Francis Lewis 

Blvd.
 Fresh Meadows, NY 

11365
(718) 423-8810

www.sfponline.org

718.366.7400

MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD SCHOOL
32-52 37th St, Astoria NY 

(718) 278-4081
Contact:

Ms. Donna Flynn

POLICE 

Blotter
Cops seek suspects in 2 robberies of men

FRESH MEADOWS — Police were 
asking for the public’s help in finding two 
men wanted in connection with two rob-
beries in Fresh Meadows and Flushing 
this month.

In the first incident, a 58-year-old 
Asian man was followed into an elevator 
around 10:20 p.m., at 71-57 161st St. in Fresh 
Meadows, Jan. 12. by one of the suspects, 
who punched him in the head and took 
cash from the victim before fleeing on foot, 
police said.

In the second incident, an 86-year-old 
man was approached from behind by two 
men at around 6 p.m. Jan. 14 in front of 160-
06 65th Ave. in Flushing, when the two men 
broke his arm and stole his wallet before 
fleeing, police said.

The muggers then deposited two bank 
checks stolen from the man, police said.

The first suspect was described as a 
black man in his 20s with a medium build. 
He was last seen wearing a dark-colored 
jacket and a gray hoodie, police said.

The second suspect was described as 
a heavyset black man in his 30s who was 
last seen wearing a dark-colored jacket and 
a red hoodie, police said.

Anyone with information is asked 
to call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS 
(8477). The public can also submit their tips 
by logging on to Crime Stoppers’ website at 
nypdcrimestoppers.com or by texting their 
tips to CRIMES (274637) and then entering 
TIP577.

All calls are strictly confidential.

The men shown in these surveillance photos are suspected of committing burglaries in Fresh 
Meadows and Flushing. Photo courtesy NYPD

HOLLIS HILLS — A 28-year-old NYPD 
officer died last Thursday night in Hollis 
Hills after turning his gun on himself, po-
lice said.

A call came over the police scanner at 
about 10:40 p.m. of an officer shot at 85-22 
211th St., and NYPD and emergency ser-
vices personnel responded.

The officer, whose name was withheld 
pending family notification, worked in the 
111th Precinct, which covers the neighbor-
hoods of Bayside, Douglaston, Little Neck, 
Auburndale, Fresh Meadows and Hollis 
Hills.

After shooting himself once in the 
head, he was taken to Long Island Jewish 
Hospital, where he was pronounced dead at 
11:09 p.m., according to the NYPD.

The officer had responded to the scene 
of a possible car break-in with his part-

ner, according to a report in the New York 
Post.

He paused during the investigation to 
take a call on his cell phone from his girl-
friend, and after a heated argument took 
his own life, according to the Post.

Cop in 111th Precinct killed self: NYPD

Police investigate what they believe was a sui-
cide of an on-duty NYPD officer from the 111th 
Precinct last Thursday on 211th Street in Hollis 
Hills. Photo by Ken Maldonado

OZONE PARK — A 50-year-old Ozone 
Park man was killed inside his home after 
a firecracker he lit exploded in his hand, 
police said.

Police responded to the house of the 
man, 50-year-old Theodore Ellinghaus Jr., 
around 9:27 a.m. Monday.

Ellinghaus, who lived at 112-20 111th 
Ave. in Ozone Park, suffered injuries to 
his hand and stomach from a “possible ex-
plosive device” that police later said were 
“fireworks of some sort.”

EMS personnel later pronounced the 
man dead at the scene, police said.

Firecracker in hand kills Ozone Park man: Police
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Borough President 
Helen Marshall touted the 
multiple new health care 
institutions, housing ven-
tures and schools that are 
transforming Queens in 
her State of the Borough 
speech Tuesday at Queens 
College’s Colden Audito-
rium.

Marshall said while 
Queens has been a magnet 
for new residents and im-
migrants, the borough has 
struggled to provide es-
sential services for its resi-
dents in the face of aid cuts 
and a strongly suspected 
undercounting of New York 
state in the 2010 census.

“Queens is a victim of 
its own success,” Marshall 
said.

The borough presi-
dent’s annual address was 
held in the Colden Audito-
rium, which was renovated 
through the philanthropy 
of Max Kupferberg and his 
wife Selma, who died in 
January. Selma Kupferberg 
was remembered along 

with several other Queens 
leaders, who died over the 
last year or so.

The speech focused on 
much of the development 
coming to Queens, espe-
cially in Flushing and Long 
Island City. Some projects 
she spotlighted included the 
Hunters Point South Devel-
opment, a potential conven-
tion center at Willets Point 
and Delta Airlines’ planned 
expansions at LaGuardia 
and John F. Kennedy Inter-
national airports.

But the borough’s big-
gest success was in health 
care. After losing four bor-
ough hospitals in recent 
years, Marshall touted the 
rescue of Rockaway’s Pen-
insula Hospital from clo-
sure as well as the opening 
of a new North Shore-LIJ 
women’s hospital in New 
Hyde Park and the plan to 
modernize as well as ex-
pand  Mt. Sinai Queens in 
Astoria.

“On the health care 
front, we finally have an 
improved diagnosis,” she 
said, citing new beds at 
New York Hospital Queens 

and a family care center in 
a Jamaica firehouse.

Marshall said the 
borough would also see 
four new schools and new 
park projects across the 
borough. She said four 
neighborhoods are due to 
be rezoned: East Elmhurst, 
Bellerose, Floral Park and 
Glen Oaks.

The borough presi-
dent said she had dedicated 
more than $500 million to 
Queens projects in the last 
decade.

Marshall character-
ized 2011 as a tough year, 
which started with the 
fallout from the blizzard 
that crippled the borough 
in late December 2010 and 
ended with the firebomb-
ings of a mosque, a deli and 
two residences in Jamaica 
on Jan 1.

But she said the year 
also had its bright spots, 
such as the election of Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo.

Marshall called the 
governor “a son of Queens” 
and hailed his plan to build 
a convention center at Aq-
ueduct in South Ozone 

Park.
“What a magnificent 

job he is doing,” she said.
Marshall also honored 

six Queens heroes.
She declared Tuesday 

Arno Heller Day in Queens 
for the 91-year-old World 
War II veteran who will 
soon receive the Bronze 
Star.

Rescue 4 Firefight-
er Ronald Daly pulled a 
63-year-old man and a dog 
out of a devastating house 
fire in Woodside in Novem-
ber, and Detectives Richard 
Johnson and Charles Lo 
Presti, who had previously 
saved a flight attendant 
who had tried to kill her-
self in Kew Gardens after 
her mother called authori-
ties from Honolulu in July, 
were honored for capturing 
the firebombing suspect.

Two sanitation work-
ers, Joseph Maneggio and 
Semi Knozi, were honored 
for saving a family from a 
fire in the Rockaways with 
two catcher’s mitts deliv-
ered by Mr. Met and tickets 
to a New York Mets game for 
them and their families.

Sanitation workers Semi Nkozi (l.) and Joseph Maneggio (second l.) were honored for rescuing five children from a fire in Far Rockaway. 
The pair were presented with catcher’s mitts by (l.-r.) Sanitation Commissioner John Doherty, Queens Borough President Helen Marshall 
and Mr. Met. Photo by Christina Santucci

City Councilman James Gennaro (l. to r.), Borough President Helen 
Marshall and the late Patricia Dolan walk together during a ribb-
bon-cutttiing ceremony at Willow Lake. Gennaro has introduced 
legislation to rename a street after Dolan. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Two months after bor-
ough civic leader Patricia 
Dolan was fatally struck 
by a car, City Councilman 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) wants to pay 
tribute to the late head of 
the Queens Civic Congress 
by renaming a street in her 
honor.

Dolan was also presi-
dent of the Kew Gardens 
Hills Civic Association, 
founder and president of 
the Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park Conservancy 
and a longtime member of 
Community Boarrd 8.

“Someone like Pat 
Dolan’s passing – that has 
to be recognized with a 
street renaming,” Gennaro 
said in a phone interview 
Tuesday. “I never really 
met anyone in the civic 
realm that had the passion 
and the effectiveness of Pat 
Dolan. The people of Kew 
Gardens Hills 100 years 
from now should know who 
Pat Dolan is.”

Dolan, 72, was cross-
ing Hillside Avenue at 108th 
Street on her way to a CB 8 
Transportation Committee 
meeting around 7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 15 when she was hit by 
a driver who stayed at the 
scene and was not charged 
with a crime.

Gennaro sponsored 
legislation in the Council 
that would rename Vleigh 

Place between 72nd Road 
and 72nd Drive in Kew 
Gardens Hills as Pat Dolan 
Way.

The block is the loca-
tion of the Kew Gardens 
Hills Library, which Dolan 
successfully pushed to be 
renovated.

“She had many pas-
sions, certainly, but I would 
say that among her many 
passions ... the library was 
sort of her passions among 
passions,” Gennaro said.

Dolan’s longtime 
friend and neighbor, Nor-
ma Stegmaier, said she was 
looking forward to the day 
when the street sign will be 
unveiled.

“People can say, ‘Well, 
who is this Pat Dolan?,’ 
Stegmaier said. “Now 
you can walk into the li-
brary and you’ll know Pat 
Dolan.”

Richard Hellenbrecht, 
a member of CB 13 who 
served with Dolan on the 
QCC, said he believed 
Dolan’s longtime home 
would have been more fit-
ting for a renaming.

“A street is certainly 
appropriate,” he said. “I’d 
rather do her block — 73rd 
Terrace. She lived on 73rd 
Terrace basically her whole 
life.”

Hellenbrecht noted 
that the library already 
plans to name something 
in Dolan’s honor.

Beep focuses on development
Marshall’s State of the Borough optimistic about new projects

Gennaro wants 
to honor Dolan 
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New prez needed despite unemployment drop

A
s January 2012 pro-
gresses, the fact that 
200,000 new jobs 
were created in De-

cember and that the unem-
ployment rate has dropped 
to 8.5 percent still does not 
indicate a trend toward the 
end of this very long and 
devastating economic re-
cession.

President Barack 
Obama has hailed this lat-
est information regarding 

the economy, but has also 
said that much more needs 
to be done. He is right. This 
president came into of-
fice promising to turn this 
economy around and to im-
prove the employment situ-
ation, but just the opposite 
occurred.

The reason the unem-
ployment rate dropped to 
8.5 percent is because so 
many Americans who are 
unemployed have simply 

stopped looking for work 
because there are no avail-
able jobs and so many peo-
ple are unemployed who 
are searching for work.

Let’s not kid ourselves: 
200,000 jobs being created 
is peanuts. This country 
has a long way to go before 
it is anywhere near a sus-
tainable, viable economic 
recovery and significant 
unemployment reduction.

The presidential elec-

tion of this November 
will be important. Every-
one should vote. We need 
change in the White House. 
The current resident has 
had more than enough 
time to turn this country 
around, and he has not 
been at all successful.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

TRASH THESE FINES

The punishment should fit the crime. Fining law-
abiding citizens up to $300 because they put their trash 
cans out too early in the day is nuts.

State Sen. Tony Avella claims the city Sanitation De-
partment has been slamming residents in his district with 
these fines because they put their trash cans out too early.

“It’s a huge mistake on behalf of the agency,” he said.
Sanitation defended this insanity, saying the current 

regulations were negotiated between the department and 
the City Council in 2006, when Avella was a councilman.

In a statement, Sanitation said the change “has been 
beneficial to the public by preventing waste from being 
stored at curbside.”

According to the regulations, residents are not al-
lowed to put out their trash bins on the day prior to collec-
tion before 4 p.m. from Oct. 1 to April 1 or before 5 p.m. at 
all other times during the year. The policy sets the fines.

We suspect the rash of tickets in northeast Queens is 
not part of an effort to create a cleaner city. It is more likely 
that Sanitation police have been ordered to generate funds 
for a cash-strapped city.

Such aggression is penny wise and pound foolish. 
When this happens, citizens soon come to believe laws and 
regulations created with the best intentions are a scheme 
by city bureaucrats to pick pockets.

We urge the Sanitation commissioner to call off the 
dogs. Reset the fines so the punishment fits the crime and 
give violators a warning before beating them over the 
head.

TRASH THESE VANDALS
Two graffiti vandals “forgot to look up.”
A Whitestone business owner says his surveillance 

cameras caught two punks tagging his property. Anthony 
Cammarata, who runs Venezia Tile, claims to have foot-
age of two men spray-painting his truck, the outer wall of 
his business and a neighboring business.

He has offered not to turn the video over to police if the 
vandals will confess to their crime, apologize and clean up 
the damage. He is hoping they will learn a lesson.

He is also offering $100 to anyone who can identify the 
vandals.

These vandals would be foolish not to accept Cam-
marata’s offer. The video is likely all the evidence the po-
lice need for an arrest and conviction.
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Rockaways rail line must reopen 
and not become another highline

T
here has been much 
discussion regarding 
a proposal to convert 
abandoned areas of 

the old Rockaway Beach 
rail line into a “highline” 
park space. While I am an 
advocate for increased park 
space in Queens, I believe 
southern Queens and the 
Rockaways would be bet-
ter served if this forgotten 
track once again fulfilled 
its original purpose as a 
railroad.

Transportation op-
tions for southern Queens 
and Rockaways residents 
are limited. Restoration of 
the abandoned rail line as 
an efficient transportation 
alternative to the A line 
would be welcome news to 
residents who suffer with 
commutes of more than an 
hour to midtown Manhat-
tan. I commend Commu-
nity Board 14 and the Rock-
away Transit Coalition, led 
by Lew Simon, for their ad-
vocacy over the years.

The Rockaway Line, 

also known as the White 
Pot Junction Line, was 
created around the turn of 
the 20th century and was 
owned and operated by the 
Long Island Rail Road. It 
provided residents with 
safe, affordable and expedi-
ent access to other parts of 
the city and 40-minute com-
mutes to midtown Manhat-
tan.

In the early 1960s, 
parts of the railroad service 
were condensed, sectioned 
off and eventually closed. 
In the following years, the 
property was vandalized 
and encroached upon and 
has become a source of em-
barrassment for the fami-
lies that reside in the area.

Despite our limited 
transportation options, 
in recent years, southern 
Queens and the Rockaways 
have seen a large popula-
tion and construction boom. 
The opening of the Resorts 
World Casino at the Aque-
duct Racetrack in Ozone 
Park, the renaissance of 

the Rockaway Peninsula 
as a tourist haven and the 
growing population all 
show that the restoration of 
this rail line is needed now 
more than ever.

I am opposed to the 
“Queensway” proposal if it 
would in any way preclude 
the eventual restoration of 
a rail link that would serve 
southern Queens and the 
Rockaways and urge resi-
dents to join me in opposi-
tion.

Those same communi-
ties that are pushing this 
proposal are privileged 
with commutes of 30 min-
utes or less to midtown 
Manhattan and there is no 
reason why the residents 
of the 23rd state Assembly 
District should not have 
this same opportunity.

Phillip Goldfeder
State Assemblyman
(D-Howard Beach)

To prevent the suffering of horses, 
do not make them pull carriages

I 
am writing in response 
to an article which was 
published in the Dec. 15-
21 edition of TimesLedg-

er Newspapers about car-
riage horses.

As it is proven that 
there were many more 

deaths of horses than only 
three, as the newspaper 
reported, it should be cor-
rected and a generally dif-
ferent attitude toward this 
cruel business should be 
considered.

The suffering of ani-

mals should not be depicted 
as harmless. Please consid-
er a different way of think-
ing.

Leon Molitor
Berlin, Germany

Convention center in Queens will create needed jobs
I

n 1935, at the height of 
the Great Depression, a 
group of retired police-
men came together to 

organize one of the largest 
international expositions 
the world had ever seen. 
The end goal: to lift the city 
out of an economic depres-
sion.

The 1939 New York 
World’s Fair, which took 
place in Queens, was the 
second-largest American 
World’s Fair of all time, 
bringing millions of people 
from all over the world to 
the borough. In 1964, anoth-
er World’s Fair was held, 
attracting more visitors to 
Queens.

Today, the Unisphere 
stands as a symbol of the 
entrepreneurial spirit of 
Queens and a reminder that 
strong leadership is exactly 
what the doctor ordered in 
times of great economic 
distress.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
proposed plan to bring a 
new convention center to 
Queens pays homage to the 
legacy of the World’s Fair 
and promises to put Queens 
on the map as home to the 
largest convention center 
in the nation. Once again 
finding ourselves facing 
tough economic times, 
Cuomo’s plan to bring an 
exhibition hall to Queens 

will generate desperately 
needed revenue for the city 
and state.

This plan will act as 
a catalyst for economic 
growth by creating jobs 
and getting our workforce 
back to work.

John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport, the gate-
way to New York, as well as 
LaGuardia Airport, is min-
utes away by taxi, making 
the site of the convention 
center a perfect location 
for business travelers and 
convention-goers.

Queens already at-
tracts millions of tourists 
each year and one only 
has to look at Citi Field, 

which already draws New 
Yorkers and tourists from 
around the world to par-
take in America’s national 
past time. The US Open, the 
Queens Museum of Art and 
the New York Hall of Sci-
ence attract millions more 
visitors throughout the 
year.

The proposed conven-
tion center would provide 
almost six times more space 
than the Javits Center in 
Manhattan and provide 
thousands of hotel rooms 
for convention-goers. New 
York City has always been 
an epicenter of tourism and 
it deserves a premiere exhi-
bition facility.

Furthermore, the 
building of the complex 
will not cost New York 
taxpayers a dime. The new 
convention center would be 
built on state-owned land 
but paid for by private in-
vestment. Revenues gener-
ated can be reinvested into 
critical infrastructure im-
provements that can grow 
the economy even further.

In 1939, a special sub-
way line, the IND World’s 
Fair Railroad, was built 
specifically to make the 
fair more accessible to visi-
tors and the Mets-Willets 
Point station was rebuilt 
to handle increased traffic. 
It was these types of pub-

lic works projects that put 
people back to work.

As a New Yorker and 
Queens resident, it is time 
for New York to have the 
largest and most state-of-
the-art convention center 
in the nation. It is time 
to get New Yorkers back 
to work and invest in our 
communities.

It is time to build a con-
vention center in Queens. 
As the old saying goes, 
“If you build it, they will 
come.”

David Weprin
State Assemblyman

(D-Oakland Gardens)

CORRECTIONS
The Jan. 5-11 Political Action column should have identified former President Gerald Ford as being a former 
minority leader of the U.S. House of Representatives.

An article in the Jan. 19-25 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers should have said that the MSG Co. is no longer 
owned by Cablevision.

The story on city Comptroller John Liu returning campaign contributions, which appeared in the Jan. 19-25 
edition of TimesLedger Newspapers, was written as information from the city Campaign Finance Board was 
being released, so the story contained inaccurate information. We regret the errors.
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A
fter giving it long 
and hard thought 
on whether or not 
to print the follow-

ing information, I decided 
it was better to print it 
and thereby kill the tiger 
cub before it had a chance 
to grow into a fully grown 
man-eater.

What am I talking 
about? A few weeks ago, 
I was asked by a contact 
if I realized someone was 
saying that I did not write 
my column. When he told 
me who the person was, 
I laughed and said, “How 
ridiculous!” While I have 
known the person for a 
while, we did not become 
friendly until the last three 
years. In fact, I have been 

writing this column for 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
since 2003. Who wrote the 
column for the first nine 
years?

Let’s look at this logi-
cally. This is an insider’s 
column for the politically 
savvy. All the movers and 
shakers have seen me for 
years trudging to their 
events, loaded down with 
photographic equipment 
and a pad and pen.

This person claiming 
to be the author of my col-
umn has been conspicuous 
by his absence at all the 
events. I also do the photo-
journalist page Focus on 
Queens, which documents 
the fact that I was at the 
events I was writing about.

This wannabe colum-
nist asked me how I could 
afford to attend all these 
events. I replied, “I couldn’t 
if I weren’t compted.” He 
asked why I was compted. 
I told him, “I sing for my 
supper by taking their pho-

tos and writing about their 
events.”

He said he couldn’t af-
ford to go to all these events 
either. Perhaps he thought 
by claiming to be the ghost-
writer for my column he 
would also be compted. 
That’s not a smart conclu-
sion, as the people in ques-
tion have known me on the 
Queens circuit for at least 
25 years.

I still like you and will 
continue to be friendly, and 
I enjoy our long conversa-
tions pertaining to Queens 
politics and other commu-
nity events, but knock it 
off, as what you are doing 
is tantamount to potential 
identity theft. Let’s not go 
there!

Jan. 16 was sad. We at-
tended the wake of Michael 

Long, father of state Con-
servative Party Chairman 
Mike Long and Queens 
Conservative Party Chair-
man Tom Long at the 
Denis O’Conner Funeral 

Home in Rockaway Beach. I 
never met the father, but he 
must have been a good man 
as he raised two fine sons. 
Rest in peace, Michael. You 
will join the others in our 
prayers. My condolences to 
the Long family.

Jan. 18 was a quadru-
ple day. First was the Janu-
ary meeting of the Clinton 
Democratic Club in the law 
office of Paul Vallone in 
Whitestone/Bayside.

Second was the swear-
ing-in of the new slate of 
officers of the Northeast 
Queens Republican Club 
at the Clubhouse at the 
Clearview Golf Club. City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
did the honors. The gavel 
passed from past President 
Janet Malone to the new 
President John Watch.

Third was a visit to 
the new American Eagle 
Republican Club in Forest 
Hills. Ed Cox, the state 
Republican chairman, was 
the guest speaker. I believe 

Juan Reyes is both the 
founder and president of 
the club.

Fourth was the Queens 
County Young Democrats, 
which hosted a pizza party 
at Democratic county head-
quarters on Austin Street 
in Forest Hills. They are a 
fun and ambitious group 
and represent what all clubs 
of every persuasion need. 
Many young people who 
have the energy required 
to do the demanding work 
to move an organization 
forward are available. If 
you have a balanced mem-
bership, the older members 
have the wisdom to mentor 
them — a good mix!

Last Thursday night, 
the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce held its 99th 
annual Building Awards 
Ceremony at the Theater 
in the Park in Flushing 
Meadows. Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg managed to 
squeeze in an appearance 
and then left to return to 

his daughter’s birthday 
party in Manhattan. Ap-
parently, we have many tal-
ented architects in Queens. 
The new buildings were 
just beautiful.

Congratulations to 
Nassau County Comptrol-
ler George Maragos. At 10 
a.m. at the Nassau County 
Marriott in Uniondale, L.I., 
on Sunday morning at a 
Victory Brunch, Nassau 
Republican Chairman Jo-

seph Mondello endorsed 
Maragos as the best and 
most qualified candidate for 
the U.S. Senate. I guess we 
are going to see the games 
begin. The best of luck, 
George, on you run against 
Kirsten Gillibrand.

Don’t forget Ann-Mar-

gret Carrozza’s Valentines 
for Vets Drive.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Imposter tries to take credit for columnist’s writing

Astoria native Merman made her name singing on stage

B
orn Jan. 16, 1908, as 
Ethel Agnes Zim-
mermann, Astoria 
native Ethel Mer-

man is perhaps best re-
membered for her mezzo-
soprano voice in numerous 
Broadway musicals and 
Hollywood films. Her mu-
sical numbers include 
“Everything’s Coming Up 
Roses” and “There’s no 
Business Like Show Busi-
ness.”

Merman was born in 
her maternal grandmoth-
er’s house, at 265 4th St. 
in Astoria. She grew up in 
Dutch Kills near 37th Av-

enue and 30th Street and 
was baptized at the local 
Church of the Redeemer. 
The future star attended PS 
4 and graduated from Wil-
liam Cullen Bryant High 
School.

After high school, she 
began performing at pri-
vate parties and nightclubs, 
changing her last name to 
Merman so it could fit on a 
theater marquee. Although 
she had never received any 
formal training, the young 
Ethel was discovered by an 
agent and her star began to 
rise.

In 1930, she landed her 

first musical role in George 
and Ira Gershwin’s “Girl 
Crazy.” Merman performed 
to rave reviews at the Alvin 
Theatre, with The New 
York Times noting that she 
sang “with dash, author-
ity, good voice and just the 
right … style.” Perhaps 
more remarkable, The New 
Yorker called her “imita-
tive of no one.”

Merman went west 
to Hollywood in the early 
1930s, but made a splash 
when she returned to 
Broadway for Cole Porter’s 
“Anything Goes” in 1934. 
Returning to the Alvin 
Theatre, her voice graced 
the stage in the unforget-
table scores “I Get a Kick 
Out of You” and “You’re the 
Top.” The Astoria native 
went on to star in four more 
Porter productions, includ-
ing “Red, Hot and Blue” 

with Jimmy Durante and 
Bob Hope, and “Panama 
Hattie,” which ran for 14 
months starting in 1940.

She was featured in the 
1943 musical film “Stage 
Door Canteen” alongside 
cameos by countless other 
stars, and beginning in 
1946 starred as Annie Oak-
ley in the Rogers and Ham-
merstein hit “Annie Get 
Your Gun.” The show ran 
for nearly three years and 
1,147 performances. The 
actress later won a Tony 
Award in 1950 for her role 
in the musical “Call Me 
Madam” and garnered a 
Golden Globe for the screen 
adaptation.

She saved perhaps her 
greatest effort, however, for 
her portrayal of the domi-
neering mother Rose Hovick 
in The Broadway Theatre 
show “Gypsy.” Running for 

702 performances starting 
in 1959, she was lauded by 
critics, with the New York 
Post calling her “a brilliant 
actress.”

In her later years, the 
girl from Astoria contin-
ued to appear on stage, film 
and television. Merman 
met with great success in 
the 1963 Hollywood com-
edy “It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, 
Mad World” and later guest 
starred on “The Ed Sullivan 
Show,” “The Lucy Show,” 
“Batman” and “The Love 
Boat.” In 1970, she joined 
the cast of “Hello, Dolly!” 
in New York — her return 
to Broadway earning her 
one standing ovation after 
another.

She even found time 
to lend her talents to nu-
merous charitable causes, 
singing in a benefit con-
cert for the Museum of the 

City of New York and vis-
iting patients at St. Luke’s 
Roosevelt Hospital.

Merman died in her 
sleep in New York Feb. 15, 
1984, leaving behind a lega-
cy just as rich and varied as 
her career-spanning seven 
decades.

She once said, “I don’t 
want to sound pretentious, 
but in a funny way I feel I’m 
the last of a kind. Where 
will they find the shows 
like ‘Girl Crazy,’ ‘Anything 
Goes,’ ‘Annie Get Your 
Gun,’ ‘Call Me Madam’ and 
‘Gypsy’? They just don’t 
produce those vehicles any-
more.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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SLE-2, FWD Automatic Transmission, Power Windows And Locks,
Alloy Wheels AM/FM/CD radio, back-up camera and much more!
MSRP $28,860.00 Stk# 19540. Program Vehicle 180 Miles.

$23895

2011 GMC
TERRAIN

11 available
at similar
savings!

2012 CADILLAC CTS AWD

The Better Way!
Better Price!

Better Selection!
Better Service!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Start The Year Off Right

All offers, add tax & reg. fees. REGAL Price includes $3,000.00 Customer cash rebate, $1,000.00 lease conquest rebate.(must be in a current and active NON GM lease) **0.0% for 72 months in lieu of $3,000.00 customer cash( Regal ). TERRAIN Price includes $5,00.00 Customer
bonus cash rebate, $1,000.00 lease conquest rebate.(must be in a current and active NON GM lease) *GM program car with only 180 miles. Metallic Paint Additional. . Primary lender approval, Add tax & reg fees, plus CTS ( GM Financial ) $0 down / SRX ( GM Financial ) $0
down, bank fee $650, plus 1st Month payment. 12k miles per yr. 30c thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. Residual Value ( CTS $19,766.60 & SRX $22,517.00 ) . ( Must be a NON GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) †† Must have excellent credit, in
lieu of rebates. Best Price: Based on primary lender approval. In stock vehicles. Model for model, option for option. Must present bonafide written order from authorized new car competitor. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 1-31-2012.

BUICK

2012 Cadillac Models Include Complimentary Cadillac Premium Care Maintenance.

CadillacCelebrates ItsNewEdition...

BUICK
in Great Neck!

in Great Neck!

6 Speed Automatic,
1yr. Onstar, Turn By Turn

Navigation MSRP $39,115

LEASE FOR

$299
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC SRX FWD

Now Is The Perfect Time To Take Advantage Of
These Exceptional Offers From North Bay Cadillac.

3.6L V6 Improved Horsepower and Gas
Mileage! 6 Speed Automatic, 1yr.
Onstar, Turn By Turn Navigation MSRP
$39,715

LEASE FOR

$379
*

per month 39 months

LUXURY EDITION

TO4 Package, Automatic Transmission, Rear Airbags, Power Sunroof, High
Intensity Discharge Headlamps, Audio W/Navigation/Cd/Dvd Player,
Premium Sound System And Much More! Stk# 19092, MSRP $33,935.00

$27589

2011 BUICK
REGAL TURBO

0.0%
Financing available
for 72 months**

3 available
at similar
savings!
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St. Nicholas mourns loss of revered clergyman
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The community of St.  

Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Shrine Church in Auburn-
dale reflected this week on 
the death of one of its long-
time spiritual leaders.

The Rev. Father An-
astasios Diacovasilis was 
laid to rest in Flushing 
Cemetery Friday, after suc-
cumbing to an undisclosed 
illness earlier in the week. 
He was 75.

“He was a pillar of the 
community and one of our 
spiritual leaders in the 
Bayside area,” said church 
President Nick Karacostas. 
“His death was a great loss 
for all of us.”

Diacovasilis first came 
to St. Nicholas, at 196-10 
Northern Blvd., in 1984 and 
remained active in an unof-
ficial capacity after his re-
tirement in 1999.

“His years of service 
were extraordinary and he 
could not stop giving to his 

community until his last, 
final days, even as a retired 
priest,” Karacostas said. 
“There was a beautiful fu-
neral where the archbish-

op of the Greek Orthodox 
Church of America offici-
ated with a number of bish-
ops and priests from the 
surrounding parishes.”

Diacovasilis was born 
Feb. 29, 1936, on the Greek 
island of Nisyros, a region 
to which many of St. Nicho-
las’ approximately 1,000 

active families trace their 
roots, a church official 
said.

He attended high 
school in Greece and served 
in the nation’s air force 
for 27 months in the 1950s 
before enrolling in the 

Ecclesiastical Preparatory 
School of Rhodes, where he 
completed his theological 
education.

In 1960, he married 
Maria Hartofilis and they 
immigrated to the United 
States in 1963. Diacovasilis 
first became a chantor  at 
St. Demetrios in Astoria, a 
position he held for 11 years 
before being ordained a 
deacon March 9, 1975.

Soon thereafter, he 
was ordained a priest at 
Saint Elpis Greek Orthodox 
church in Hopewell, Va.

In the 1980s, the con-
gregation of St. Nicholas 
was growing, and the arch-
diocese sent Diacovasilis to 
the church in 1984 as a sec-
ond priest.

He lived two blocks 
away from the church, 
where he taught Greek 
Bible study in both English 
and Greek.

After retiring in 1999, 
Diacovasilis spent his time 
vacationing in Greece and 
kept active in the church 
community.

He died Jan. 16 and is 
survived by his wife, daugh-
ter Helen and son Paul. His 
first daughter, Eugenia, is 
married to Father Nicho-
las Samaras, a priest at the 
Sts.  Constantine and Helen 
Greek Orthodox Church in 
West Nyack, L.I.

The St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Shrine Church in Auburndale, which lost a longtime spiritual leader 
last week, celebrates its annual fair last October.

Rev. Father 
Anastasios 

Diacovasilis was 
75.
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$100 OFF
Eyeglasses

plus FREE 2nd Pair
Includes EYE EXAM

$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with 
clear plastic, single vision lenses +/- 4 sph., 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, 
sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends: 4/30/10.

Buy now pay later, 
0% interest free financing.

See store for details.

We Are GVS Providers.
Most Union and Vision Plans Accepted.

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses

plus FREE 2nd Pair
Includes EYE EXAM

Bay Terrace Shopping Center
211-51 26th Ave. - Bayside 

Business Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10am-7pm; Thurs. 10am-8pm; Fri. 10am-6pm; Sat. 10am-6pm; Sun. 11am-6pm
DOCTORS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS

BTBTBT

Clearsoft® brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any other 
offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Offer ends: 4/30/10
Clearsoft® brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any other offers, 
sales, vision plans or packages. Offer ends:1-31-121-31-12

11-30-11

1-31-12



BT

16
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, J
AN

. 2
6-

FE
B. 

1, 
20

12
 

DRIVER EDUCATION PROGRAM 
At Queensborough Community College

Spring 2012

REGISTER NOW
Classes Start Jan 28th 

 
 

222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364 

718-631-6343 718-423-1200

Baby boomers research Pomonok’s post-WWII days
Former residents working on documentary to capture life in expansive housing development

JOE ANUTA
 
Do you remember Jack 

the Ice Cream Man?
Terry Katz and Al 

Stark often find themselves 
asking this question while 
compiling material for 
their documentary about 
growing up in the Pomonok 
Houses.

They were just two out 
of the legions of baby boom-
ers raised there in post-
World War II America.

Jack, by the way, was 
a sometimes vindictive 
ice cream vendor who sold 
frosty treats and trinkets 
on Kissena Boulevard.

“There were so many 
kids in Pomonok one would 
think it was a requirement 
to live there,” Katz joked in 
a recent interview.

Thousands of work-
ing-class families moved 
from places like Manhat-
tan’s Lower East Side into 

Pomonok Houses, complet-
ed in 1952, which then were 
brick monoliths jutting up 
from the unpopulated rural 
Queens landscape.

Katz and Stark re-
cently sat down with 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
at Gino’s Pizza, at 65-01 Kis-
sena Blvd.

As he recalled summer 
softball games and winter 
snowball fights, he paused 
and with a hushed voice 
pointed out two people in 
the restaurant who also 
grew up in the projects.

“He lived on the fifth 
floor, three up from me,” he 
said, discreetly pointing to 
a bespectacled man eating 
with his family.

The film crew consists 
solely of Stark and Katz, 
who are at this point com-
piling information from 
anyone who lived in the 
houses.

They met a man 

named Willy Sutton who 
used to sing doo-wop in the 
hallways and returned to 
his favorite hallway with 
the best acoustics to give 
the filmmakers a perfor-
mance.

Others who grew up in 
the houses describe memo-
rable events like the World’s 
Fair or the moon landing.

The two filmmakers 
want all of it, and as far as 
collecting material, they 
make a perfect team.

Stark knows every-
body and is a natural in-
terlocutor, and Katz, an ad-
junct film professor at St. 
John’s University, gathers 
vintage footage and takes 
care of the technical work.

The two contend there 
was a sense of community 
that existed back then that 
has been lost in time.

Some of it can be at-
tributed to the brick struc-
tures themselves.

They did not have air 
conditioning, Katz said, 
and during hot summer 
nights all the mothers and 
fathers would sit outside on 
benches and lawn chairs 
and socialize, Katz said, 
getting to know their neigh-
bors.

And the kids got to 
stay out late, too, running 
around playing games in 
the dark.

It was because of inti-
mate moments and the gen-
eral close quarters that ev-
erybody knew everybody.

The young versions of 
Katz and Stark might have 
thought they were getting 
away with some youthful 
endeavor, but a network 

of mothers, sometimes re-
ferred to as the “Mothers 
Mafia,” were always keep-
ing an eye on the children.

And it did not matter 
which race or ethnicity the 
mother or child represent-
ed, according to Katz, since 
they were all living in the 
place.

“Race was not an is-
sue,” he said.

But they do not want 
the film to be an exercise 
in nostalgia, nor do they 
simply want to attach a 
rose-colored lens to their 
camera.

They will take the 
good along with the bad, 
and hopefully recreate the 
Pomonok back then that 
produced Queens notables 
like U.S. Rep. Gary Acker-
man (D-Bayside), Deputy 
Borough President Barry 
Grodenchik and actor Mike 
Starr of “Goodfellas” fame.

Al Stark (l.) and Terry Katz are working on a documentary about 
growing up in the Pomonok Houses. Photo by Joe Anuta

in contributions collected 
by Pan.

An undercover FBI 
agent posing as a Chinese 
businessman wanted to 
contribute $16,000 to Liu’s 
campaign and, according 
to federal charges, Pan sug-
gested setting up straw do-
nors to sidestep campaign 
finance laws.

Pan also showed up on 
Liu’s recent filing as one of 
59 campaign bundlers who 
collected donations for the 
comptroller’s 2013 cam-
paign.

This is the first time 
Liu has made the names 
of his bundlers public. The 
list included two colleagues 
of his in government: City 

Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) and state As-
semblywoman Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing).

Campaign finance re-

cords showed Koo collected 
$7,200 in donations from 
nine individuals, while 
Meng gathered $4,000 from 
five people.

Koo and Meng are not 
suspected of any wrongdo-
ing.

The most prolific bun-
dler for Liu was Chung 
Seto, a consultant in charge 
of Liu’s comptroller cam-
paign in 2009 who solicited 
$63,875 in donations from 
93 people.

Seto described herself 
as a political consultant 
with her own agency, the 
Chung Seto Group, but a 
visit to her Manhattan of-
fice turned up a doctor’s 
office. Her phone line was 
also out of service.

Seto was also a bundler 
for Democratic presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton 
in 2008.

Continued from Page 1

Liu

City Comptroller John Liu’s 
campaign has returned all do-
nations collected by fund-rais-
er Oliver Xing Wu Pan.

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...
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period.
“It’s just enough to cover the 

executive director’s salary and 
the better holiday lights we’ve 
been paying for over the last two 
years,” he said.

Riso said he was in the pro-
cess of putting together a job so-
licitation to fill the vacancy left 
when former Executive Director 
Gregg Sullivan was fired in De-
cember. The new executive direc-
tor’s salary will be increased over 
the previous one of $30,000, Riso 
said, but he was not yet sure of the 
amount of the increase.

Riso said that under the new 
assessment, property owners on 
Bell Boulevard between 35th Av-
enue and Northern Boulevard 
and those on 41st Avenue between 
214th Place and 213th Street will 
pay about $24 or $25 per linear 
foot of property frontage, up from 
$15 per foot per year. 

The chairman said that in 
the absence of an executive direc-
tor, board members are pitching 
in to help encourage business in 
the district.

“Foot traffic is still concen-

trated near the railroad to 39th 
Avenue,” Riso said. “Businesses 
north of 39th and south of 42nd 
seem to struggle more than busi-
nesses right in the core. Ultimate-
ly, what we’re trying to do is at-
tract more people to Bell through 
marketing, promotions and fairs. 

We’re trying to get more people to 
the two ends of Bell.”

Riso is a member of the Bri-
arwood management company, 
which manages buildings with a 
combined linear store frontage on 
Bell Boulevard of more than 200 
feet, including the ones occupied 
by tenants Tiger Schulmann’s 
Mixed Martial Arts school and 
Merrill Lynch.

“We own a lot of property on 
Bell. I’m not just the chairman, 
I’m also a landowner,” he said.

Assessment increases are 
charged to property owners, who 
may or may not choose to pass 
them along to tenants, and Riso 
said he believed the increase 
would not be detrimental to those 
tenants’ businesses.

“If you have a struggling ten-
ant you don’t want to lose, you 
don’t want to pass that along. If 
you pass on $300 a year to a ten-
ant that’s struggling to begin 
with, it could cost thousands of 
dollars a month with the empty 
space. It just doesn’t pay in some 
instances.”

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

come as a complete surprise, 
though, as Jewish communities 
have a longstanding tradition of 
eating Asian cuisines.

“You can tell how Jewish a 
neighborhood is by the number 
of Chinese restaurants it has,” 
Simon said.

The company’s motto is “We 
cure our own corned beef. Our 
chicken soup cures everything 
else.”

For those like Dancyger, 
who prefer pastrami, Simon said 
Ben’s double steams its pastrami 
to overcook it and make it tender.

“Good pastrami will just 
melt in your mouth,” he said.

Simon got his start at Ben’s 
in Baldwin when he was 16 as 

a “schlepper,” running back 
and forth between the deli and 
the stock room to keep the front 
stocked with items like pickles. 
He said he goes fairly easy on his 
schleppers, and that the staff is 
like a family.

“A lot of restaurants have 
good food. We’re all about good 
service,” he said.

Fern Weiss has worked for 
Ben’s for more than 19 years, the 
last three of which she has spent 
in Bay Terrace.

“We have a lot of regular cus-
tomers, and we know a lot of their 
orders,” she said. “Sometimes I 
see them coming in from the park-
ing lot and it’s like, ‘I know what 
that guy’s soup is,’” she said.

Ben’s will host a reunion 
party at its Greenvale, L.I., loca-
tion Feb. 28 for customers of the 
original Baldwin store.

Continued from Page 1

BID

Chairman Jim Riso says the Bayside 
Village Business Improvement District 
will raise its assessment by nearly 
$50,000 for fiscal year 2012.

Continued from Page 2

Ben’s

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]

TM

Get your Queens  
news on Facebook:  
facebook.com/timesledger

1 New accounts and new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not 
currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. The APY is effective January 3, 2012. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 1.11% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90-day period the rate will revert to standard 
pricing and rate may change at any time without notice. You must maintain a daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the monthly maintenance fee of $10. A daily balance below $5,000 will be assessed a lower Annual 
Percentage Yield. Fees may reduce earnings. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details and information about these offers. 2 New accounts and new money only. The APY is effective January 3, 2012. Annual percentage yield (APY) assumes principle 
and interest remain on deposit until maturity. A withdrawal of interest will reduce earnings. The interest rate will be fixed for the term of the account unless the Bump-Up option is exercised. If exercised the interest rate will be adjusted accordingly and remain fixed for the 
remaining term of the account. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. 3 New checking account with new money only. Existing 
checking account customers are not eligible. This offer is limited to one checking account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new checking account is $100. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $75 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each 
debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments OR Direct Deposit – You will receive $75 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal OR signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 
or more. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Tax refunds do not qualify as direct deposits. Online Bill-payments, Debit Card Purchases and Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER 
CAN RECEIVE IS $150. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. 
Speak with a branch representative for further details.

Flushing Bank is a trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB. Member FDIC

1.11%
APY1  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

BestRate Checking

1.30%
APY2  

$5,000 minimum deposit 

30-Month Bump-Up CD

We’re celebrating our newest branch opening in Borough Park with great rates at all our  
locations. Plus, open a new BestRate or Totally Free Checking account and get up to $1503.   
Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to www.FlushingBank.com.

Great rates for the New Year.
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Year of the Dragon kicks off at Resorts World New York
Resorts World Casino New York City in South Ozone Park kicked off its 15-day Lunar New Year celebration Monday. 
(Clockwise from top l.) The festivities beginw with a Dragon Parade; Anny Chung of Oakland Gardens takes a photo of 
herself with a lion; men and women in traditional Chinese garb march with festive characters and martial artists; a 
man wears an intricate outfit; Michael Speller, (r.) president of Resorts World Casino New York City, catches lettuce 
returned to him by the lion dancers; and men carry flags emblazoned with dragons. Photos by Christina Santucci
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Haley Klidas, January Student of Distinction, is 
a senior at St. Agnes Academic High School 
in College Point, New York. Haley began 
at St. Agnes as a quiet student but quickly 
became a leader. She is known to staff as the 
expert tour guide due to her ability to present 
and articulate thoughts and ideas both to her 
peers and adults. Due to these leadership 
skills, Haley is often enlisted to assist during 
special events throughout the school year. 

While Haley is a role model speaker, she also 
excels in several subjects and is esteemed by 
her peers. She has belonged to many honor 
societies, including the National Honors 
Society (member since 2008), and the 
Math, Science, Spanish, and English Honor 
Societies. Additionally, Haley was selected 
as both a St. John’s Women in Science and 
Women in Math. She was also a Science 
Olympiad for the Science Honors Society.

Among the courses Haley has completed are 
the AP English Literature and Composition 
course and a college-level Psychology course. 
Currently, Haley is enrolled in St. John’s 
College Advantage Program at St. Agnes.

Haley’s outstanding scholastic performance 
during freshman year encouraged Sister 
Joan Martin, Principal, and Ms. Powell, 
Science Department, to invite her into the 
Science Research Program. The three-

year independent study program is run in 
conjunction with State University of New 
York, Albany. Haley’s chosen fi eld of study is 
Obesity and Metabolic Syndrome in Children 
and Adolescents. Haley states, “With the 
help of my mentor and teacher, I have been 
able to raise awareness in my school and my 
community on the benefi ts of a healthy diet 
and exercise.” Her choice of topic is timely 
and refl ects the crisis of obesity in America. 
Haley’s interest in the sciences has prompted 
her to attend seminars at Rockefeller University 
and annual science competitions.

Interest in the community is also evident 
in Haley’s extra-curriculum activities. For 
example, she has been a receptionist at her 
parish, St. Fidelis. Because she wants to be 
an inspiration to young children, she was 

selected to be a religious education assistant. 
This year, Haley became a Kindergarten 
religious education teacher. She also serves 
as Eucharistic Minister, Lector, and has 
volunteered at the church carnival and at 
Poppenhusen Institute’s Children’s Program.

A balance between intellectual and 
spiritual pursuits is provided through Haley’s 
participation in baseball, gymnastics, and 
twirling. Both her gymnastics and twirling 
instructors asked her to coach young teams. 
She believes, “Coaching has helped me 
gain leadership qualities I needed while in 
student government, and as cheerleading 
and track captain.”  An advocate of giving 
to her community, Haley has completed more 
than 850 hours of community service during 
her four years at St. Agnes, and she plans to 
continue serving her community.

The teachers at St. Agnes have nothing 
but praise for Haley. Miss Accardi, English 
Department, says, “Her work, desire and 
drive will allow her to succeed in whatever 
path she chooses. “ Michelle Shaw, Guidance 
Counselor, echoes these sentiments and 
states, “Words that fi rst come to mind when 
describing Haley include confi dent, outgoing, 
and enthusiastic. It is clear to me that she is 
an extraordinary young woman.”

The future glows warmly for Haley. Teresa 
Fischetti, another of Haley’s English teachers 
at St. Agnes, is confi dent that “there is not 
a person Haley would not help, there is not 
an activity she would not volunteer for, and 
there is not a cause Haley would not support. 
She is a unique, unselfi sh young woman and 
deserves this honor and distinction more 
than I can put in to words.” Congratulations 
Haley Klidas on being selected Student of 
Distinction! We are confi dent your future 
endeavors will be as notable.

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Haley Klidas
January 2012
Student of Distinction
St. Agnes Academic 
High School
College Point, New York

*Top-performing large thrift in the U.S. for the 12 months ended March 31, 2011
among thrifts with $2.0 billion or more in assets, as reported by SNL Financial.

©2012 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC     
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Snow Day
Winter weather blanketed the borough with 
a light coating of snow over the weekend. 
(Clockwise from top r.) Birken Johnson pulls 
his sled up the hill in Crocheron Park; Sophia 
Sy gets a little help from her father Bon in 
Bayside; Carol Gilio takes her dog Nikko for 
a walk in Whitestone; youngsters (l.-r.) Case, 
Jaymi, Jayson and Jaycee Choi of Bayside 
share a sled; chickens forage for food in the 
ice in Broad Channel; Gabriella Eagers, 6, 
slides down the hill in Francis Lewis Park; and 
a statue of a penguin sports a winter hat in 
Jackson Heights.
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www.stationrealty.com  •  42-32 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  •  718-279-4800

DOROTHY MATINALE - BROKER/OWNER
SERVING THE  COMMUNITY FOR OVER 15 YEARS

“THE ONLY STOP FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS”

718-279-4800
Reservations 

S RD

STATION REALTY
of DOUGLASTON

Lovely 3BR 1.5BTH Colonial with Full Finished Basement 
and Storage Attic. Detached Garage. Patio. Hardwood Floors 

Throughout. Move-In Condition! Quiet Street. 
School District #26 ...$699,000

Spacious 1 BR Corner Unit on High Floor with Great 
Views. Beautiful Hardwood Floors in this Sunny and 
Airy Corner Unit. Olympic Size Pool, Tennis Courts, 

and Laundry Facilities. Close To Express Bus to NYC, 
Shopping and Park…. $152,500

SCAN HERE 
FOR DETAILED 
INFORMATION

Bayside Co-op

Fully Renovated High Ranch, 4Bdrm, 3 Full Baths, 2 
Zone Cac And Heating System, New Windows, Large 
Yard W/ Playground. 3 Blocks To LIRR… $898,000

REDUCED 4BR, 1 Full BTH, 2 Half BTH Triplex. EIK 
w/ Sliding Door to Patio. Garage. Near Express/Local Bus and 

Shopping. School District 26 … $575,888

LittLe NeCk HigH RaNCH
250-46 42 ave

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.dougLastoN CoNdo

63-37 dougLastoN pky FLusHiNg CoLoNiaL

 Station Realty proudly supports the Douglaston Village Chamber of Commerce

Gym, Laundry & 1 Block to LIRR 
Large Renovated 1BR w/Terrace And New Kitchen ... $308,000

REDUCED 2BR w/Updated Kitchen ... $238,000 
2BR Beautiful Parkview … $286,000

 2BR Beautifully Renovated w/ Terrace … $339,000
2BR Overlooking Park ... $259,000
2BR Overlooking Park … $239,000

1BR In Rear Of Building With Updated Kitchen & BTH… $238,000

dougLastoN Co-ops
Meet at oFFiCe

Renovated 4Br, 4Baths, Manor Oaks School, Fin Base, 
Det Garage, 60x200, Pool, Deck, Fireplace, 

Central A/C…$799,000

OPEN HOUSE 

SUNday 12:00–3:00PM

New Hyde paRk CoLoNiaL
13 HeatHeR LaNe

OPEN HOUSE 

Sat. 1
–3PM & SUN. 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE 

Sat. 1
1–1PM & SUN. 12-2PM

OPEN HOUSE 

SUN 1:00–3:00PMNEW LISTING
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Join us in celebrating 
Catholic Schools Week

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT SCHOOL
34-45 202 STREET, BAYSIDE, NY 11361 

Mrs. Joan Kane, Principal

Nursery, Pre-K Half Day and All Day Programs

with Internet Access Art, Music, Gym and 

Before-School Program starting at 7:15 AM
After-School Program until 6:00 PM 

OPEN HOUSE

   REGISTRATION DAYS FOR THE 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

“Accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools”

OPEN SCHOOL
Monday, January 30, 

Tuesday, January 31, 

Wednesday, February 1, 

Thursday, February 2, 

BY REBECCA HENELY

Boro leaders joined 
federal immigration offi-
cials Friday to cut the rib-
bon on a new immigration 
office that opened recently 
in Long Island City.

The office, at 27-35 
Jackson Ave., replaces the 
U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services’ previ-
ous offices in Woodside and 
Garden City, L.I., and can 
service up to 500 custom-
ers a day from Queens and 
Brooklyn.

“We are happy to 
be open for business in 
Queens,” said Andrea 
Quarantillo, the New York 
district director for USCIS.

Quarantillo said Long 
Island City was chosen as 
a new spot for an immigra-
tion office due to its loca-
tion. The office is within 
walking distance of the 
Queensboro Plaza, Queens 
Plaza and Court Square 
subway stations as well as 
many bus lines.

But in recent years, the 
USCIS has been working to 
set up offices to match de-
mographics that need the 
services, and Queens is 
the most ethnically diverse 
county in the nation.

“We view ourselves as 
being part of the communi-
ty and we have moved into 
the community to better 
support it,” said Alejandro 

Mayorkas, director of US-
CIS.

The new 48,328-foot 
office is in a repurposed 
former warehouse and en-
compasses two floors of a 
four-story building. Among 
the services the office of-
fers are naturalization 
interviews, adjustment 
interviews for green card 
applicants and Biometrics 
appointments, a process 
where immigrants have 
their fingerprints, photos 
and signatures recorded 
electronically.

The closed Woodside 
office originally only did 
biometrics appointments.

“It’s customer-service 
friendly,” Quarantillo said. 
“It’s one-stop shopping.”

USCIS’s new location 
includes private inter-
view offices, large waiting 
rooms and a naturalization 
ceremony room. Those who 
need services will not have 
to make a separate trip 
to schedule their appoint-
ment, either. Through a 
new system called InfoPass, 
immigrants can schedule 
their appointments online 
at any time.

“This is really a big 
deal,” said U.S. Rep. Caro-
lyn Maloney (D-Astoria), 
who attended the ribbon-
cutting with various other 
Queens elected officials. 
“It’s going to mean such an 
improvement in services.”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said the office was a 
great addition to Long Is-
land City.

“We’re so grateful to 
the immigrants who con-
tinue to come to Queens,” 
Van Bramer said.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall said 
Queens was the birthplace 
of the United Nations and 
remains a place that wel-
comes everyone.

“Immigrant rights and 
protections have been a pri-
ority of mine for the last 30 
years,” Marshall said.

About 50 percent of 
Queens residents were not 
born in America and resi-
dents collectively speak 100 
different languages.

“It’s great news that 
the federal government 
decided to place an immi-
gration office in the most 
diverse community in the 
world,” said state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria).

USCIS also dedicated 
the ceremony room in hon-
or of Gwynne MacPherson-
Williams, a longtime US-
CIS employee in New York 
who died in 2011.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Feds open new LIC offi ce
to serve more immigrants

Andrea Quarantillo (c.), New York district director for the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, 
cuts the ribbon on the agency’s new Long Island City office with Director Alejandro Mayorkas (l.) and 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

Wide Variety of
Slipcovers & Reupholstery Fabrics

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS 
THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Wood Blinds by Hunter Douglas
 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Shutters by Hunter Douglas
 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Privacy Sheers
 
 

Luminette® with Power Glide

 Literise®
 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Decor® with Literise®
 Brillance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Custom Draperies
 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

 Verticals by Hunter Douglas
 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Shadings by Hunter Douglas
 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings

 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Honeycomb Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertaglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Horizontal Blinds by
   Hunter Douglas
 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Window Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

A Hunter Douglas Centurion 
Dealer

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Custom Radiator 
Covers

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient 17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393
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��Half and Full Day Nursery &  
Pre-Kindergarten, 4 or 5 days a week

��Full Day Kindergarten 
��Grades 1-8
��New York State Certified Teachers
��Catholic faith formation coupled 

with academic excellence
��Interactive early childhood  

programs with classroom  
learning centers

��Safe, nurturing environment

��Early drop-off & after school  
programs

��Implementing New York State  
Common Core Curriculum

��Italian, Physical Education, Computer 
Technology, Art & Music classes for 
Nursery - Grade 8

��Library Program for PreK - 5
��Interactive white boards in all  

classrooms & media center
��Science Lab

��Hot lunch program
��Full time nurse
��Exceed NYC, NYS, & Diocesan  

scores on New York State ELA  
& Math exams

��Math 9 & Earth Science  
Regents Programs

��After School Clubs, such as  
Reading/Math Enrichment,  
Crafts, Gymnastics, Sewing,  
Soccer & Science
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HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE  
Sunday, January 29, 2012

12:30-2:00pm
Come see why  

a Catholic school  
education at 

 Holy Trinity is the 
right learning  

environment for  
your child

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL 
Rev. Joseph R. Gibino, Pastor                  Mrs. Barbara Kavanagh, Principal

14-45 143 Street, Whi���������	�
�����������������������6-1479

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY ALEX PALMER

Queens’ Latino community has no shortage of 
nightlife options. Clubs like La Boom and Extrava-
ganza showcase the music, dance and food of Hispanic 
countries, and in heavily Latino neighborhoods like 
Elmhurst and Woodside, the lines to get in have grown 
around the block.

Opened in September 2009, La Boom, located on 
Northern Boulevard in Woodside, has featured dozens 
of top Mexican regional, Latino American and Carib-
bean bands and performers on its stage.

The club is owned by Pedro Zamora, president of 
La Boom, Inc. and Zamora Entertainment, which pro-
duces concerts throughout New York City, including the 
Bronx and Brooklyn.

Though La Boom is the only club that the compa-
ny owns in the five boroughs, it rents spaces as large 
as Madison Square Garden for its shows and is looking 
into opening a new venue in Manhattan. 

“Music is an important part of your national iden-
tity. Colombians, Ecuadorians, Mexicans, their music 
is part of their culture,” said Jose Antonio Lagunas, 
community efforts director for Zamora Entertainment. 
“Zamora is giving them the opportunity to see some of 

the more recent and famous performers from their own 
lands.”

These artists include acts from a wide range of 
styles, from the more traditional Norteño and Banda 
to Reggaeton (Spanish hip hop) and Bachata (Spanish 
R&B), as well as Latino American and Caribbean mu-
sic.

In some venues, visitors can connect with their 
roots through food as well as music. Extravaganza, just 
across the street from La Boom, connects directly to the 
restaurant Cacerolas, serving homestyle Colombian 
cooking and seafood.

Visitors can snack on maduros or chicharron be-
fore strolling into the club next door, once the evening 
gets started. 

“If you get hungry, you can get something to eat, 

and the food is really good,” said Gerard Harrington, 
a Brooklyn resident who often makes his way up to 
Queens to explore the Latin club options. “My part of 
Brooklyn doesn’t have many places for Latin music — 
the dance [in Queens] is as good as ever.”

Gran Rancho Jubilee, in East Elmhurst, combines 
a lounge and live music in a venue carefully designed to 
replicate the look of a ranch in the Dominican Repub-
lic.

Built from materials imported from the country, 
including palm leaves on the ceilings and bamboo ta-
bles, the restaurant serves a brand of Nuevo Latina food 
meant to complement the shows later that night.

“I really liked how much space there was to dance,” 
said Yesenia Pena, a Queens resident who has been fre-
quenting the Queens nightclub scene for several years. 
“The music was all Spanish, and varied between old 
and new.”

Tropix Bar & Lounge, in Rego Park, also offers 
food and dance with a mix of Latin, hip hop, and reggae. 
Thursday night is its big night for Latin music.

“The DJ plays bachata, merengue, salsa, a lot of 
styles,” said Gary Taylor, owner of Tropix. “The crowd 
usually gets in around 11 or 12 o’clock and they’ll stay 

Continued on Page 27

La Boom, 56-15 Northern 
Blvd., Woodside, features 
some of the most popular 
Latin American performers. 

Photo courtesy La Boom
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Answers in Sports

BY ARLENE MCKANIC

When the reviewer went up 
to the Rockaway Artists Alliance 
sTudio 6 at Fort Tilden last Sun-
day to see its latest exhibit, Ab-
stract Point of View, the place was 
closed. There’d been a snowstorm 
the day before, so the powers that 
be at RAA just decided to keep the 
place shut for the weekend.

“And the buses were running 
so well for once!” the reviewer 
fumed, but before she turned 
around and walked all the way 
back to the bus stop, she crunched 
through the snow to the side of 
the building, and peeked through 
the windows.

The exhibit is made up of ab-
stract works of art that stand for 
the artist’s state of mind at the 
time they were created rather 
than any real or concrete thing. 
Since “Gourd” by Karl Lorenzen 
was the only work the reviewer 
had a good look at, here’s the re-
view.

The first thing the reviewer 
was reminded of when she saw 
this work was that it was inspired 
by RAA’s “Moon gate,” the beau-
tiful wrought iron gate between 
sTudio 6 and the barn that houses 
its other exhibits — which, by the 
way, was also closed. On closer 
inspection, “Gourd” seemed like 
both a gourd, a Christmas orna-
ment, and something indefinably 
female, with its swirls and ara-
besques, gold ribbons and open 
spaces and what looked like two 
baroque pearls or fruit hanging 
in the center.

The viewer might also think 
that “Gourd” is at least partially 
a result of the mirror function 
that some computer software sys-
tems have on their painting appli-
cation. This is where, if the artist 
paints a swirl on one side of the 
screen, another will mirror it on 
the other side. But on closer look 
this isn’t true with “Gourd.” One 
side of the gourd isn’t an exact 
mirror image of the other, though 

they greatly resemble each other. 
More, at the top of what would be 
the throat of the gourd is a tiny 
blue Star of David. The longer you 
look at this image the more you 
wonder what it means, which, the 
reviewer guesses, is the point of 
this work and the other works in 
the exhibit.

Another work, and the re-
viewer is not quite sure who made 
this one, looks like a dinosaur fos-
sil still trapped in its rock matrix. 
There are teeth, bones and maybe 
some preserved skin and internal 
organs? The reviewer also saw a 
large painting on the wall full of 

what looked like reddish squares, 
but that was about all she could 
see of it.

Many of the usual RAA art-
ists are represented in the exhibit. 
Esther Grillo, primarily known 
as a sculptor, has her “Whimsi-
cal Metallic Blue,” a watercolor 
painting on embossing and rag 
paper (wonder if that’s not the fos-
sil?). She also has “Ghost Metallic 
Blue,” a colored embossing with 
metallic litho-ink on rag paper. 
Joseph Abbate has several works 
in the show, including his photo-
graphs “Boston Crabs,” “Life on 
the Edge of the Abyss Pool,” and 
“Floridian Fall.”

Igor Gushchin has “Evening,” 
an acrylic on canvas. The water 
colorist Helen Lewis-McGlynn, 
who is fairly new to RAA, has 
several watercolor or watercolor 
marker works, including “Balz,” 
“Con Fedee,” “Char Truce,” and 
“Tea-el.” Photographer Jessica 
Schulman has “Moon Reflec-
tion,” “Field of Gold,” and “Ring 

of Fire,” while Shirl Holt, another 
name that’s new to the reviewer, 
has the sculptures “The ..” and 
“Order.” Another photographer, 
Wendy Armenio, has “November 
Winds,” “Gateway into Night” 
and “Circular Lines, and painter 
Linda Rufo has an acrylic and 
mixed media on canvas board 
called “9’11 Fumes, Dust and Ges-
tures.”

Abstract Point of View is up 
till Feb. 19. If the weather’s been 
a little inclement before you go, 
call and make sure RAA is open 
(which the reviewer didn’t!). The 
organization’s telephone number 
is (718) 474-0861.

IF YOU GO
Abstract Point of View

Rockaway Artists Alliance
sTudio 6 Gallery, Fort Tilden

rockawayartistsalliance.org

Art from an Abstract Point of View in Rockaway
Many of the usual 

RAA artists are 
represented in 
Abstract Point

of View.
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until 4 a.m.”
The many types of mu-

sic playing at the clubs re-
flect the diversity of tastes 
within the scene. As young-
er crowds have come out to 
the shows and DJ sets, their 
shifting preferences in mu-
sic has led to very different 
sounds than their parents 
were listening to.

“I think people in 
their 20s who are second- 
and third-generation His-
panic or Latino don’t have 
the patience for salsa even 
if they can dance it,” said 

Sonny Giarratana, who, 
at age 22, has just recently 
been frequenting the clubs. 
“I can’t speak for my whole 
age group, but because it’s 
not often offered in the club 
it just makes it that much 
more convenient to not get 
into the whole salsa thing.”

While the nightlife 
scene offers a way for 
Queens’ diverse Hispanic 
community to stay con-
nected to their home, it also 
offers a way for them to in-
teract with other cultures 
in the city. 

Lagunas emphasizes 

that these shows and Lati-
no club nights are also very 
welcoming to non-Latinos, 
holding events like La 
Boom’s International Dis-
cotheque on Saturday. 

“It helps also because 
they feel more secure in 
their own identity to inte-
grate with another people, 
whether Colombians inter-
acting with Ecuadorians or 
Ecuadorians with Domini-
cans,” said Lagunas. “It 
brings the music of several 
groups together, they can 
know they are all together 
in this one city.”

Jackson Heights 3am — Peer 
into the world of a lovesick 
livery cab driving working the 
midnight shift, complete with 
sex workers, drag queens, 
ER doctors, gamblers and 
insomniacs. From the creators 
of 167 Tongues and You Are Now 
the Owner of This Suitcase.
When: Jan. 27–Feb. 5, Friday 
7:30 pm, Saturday 8 pm; Sunday 
3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Cost: $18

TEA for 3 — “TEA for 3” tells 
the story of a woman running 
a New York coffee house in 
three different variations. 
The theme varies through 
the experiences of three best 
friends: an American, a French 
woman and a Turkish woman. 
They all face challenges and 
eventually get in trouble in 
their own way, always with a 
touch of misunderstanding 
caused by the cultural 
differences of the other two.
When: January 27, 8 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 30-20 Thomson 

Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.
laguardiaperformingarts.org

Two Versions of “The 
Cherry Orchard” — The 
LaGuardia Performing Arts 
Center (LPAC) in February 
is presenting Chekhov’s 
“The Cherry Orchard,” in 
two versions--classical and 
experimental.
When: Feb. 2, 7:30 pm; Feb. 3, 
2 pm and 7:30 pm; Feb. 4, 7:30 
pm; Feb. 8, 2 pm, 6 pm and 7:30 
pm; Feb. 9, 6 pm and 7:30 pm; 
Feb. 10, 7:30 pm and Feb. 11, 
7:30 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 30-20 Thomson 
Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5985; www.
laguardiaperformingarts.org

Henry V — A charismatic leader 
in the fl ush of youth embarks 
on a war and takes huge risks 
for a debatable cause with 
enormous bloodshed. The 
Titan Theatre Company works 
with amazing actors to unveil 
Shakespeare in its most edgy, 

raw and though-provoking 
fashion.
When: Feb. 3, 8 pm; Feb. 4, 8 
pm; Feb. 6, 7:30 pm; Feb. 9, 7:30 
pm; Feb. 10, 8 pm; Feb. 11, 8 pm; 
Feb. 13, 7:30 pm; Feb. 16, 7:30 
pm; Feb. 17, 8 pm and Feb. 18, 
8 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: 718-392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Sterling Glen of Great 
Neck, 96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great 
Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman - robin@lovecoach.
com (516) 732-0911

Continued from Page 25

Latin night clubs have contributed to cultural growth, drawing restaurants into club communities to 
cater to the crowds. Photo couresty of La Boom
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CONCERTS

Monthly Jazz Jam — The 
Flushing Town Hall Jazz 
Jam Series is a unique free 
jam session right here in 
Queens. No need to travel into 
Manhattan, share the stage 
with our Jazz Jam house band 
at monthly jams curated by 
internationally acclaimed 
trumpeter and Queens College 
Professor, Michael Mossman. All 
levels are welcome; just drop 
by and sign in! (btw, we got the 
baby grand, drum kit and the 
house band.)
When: Feb. 1, March 7, April 4, 
May 2 and June 6, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Hanh-Bin: Till Dawn 
Sunday — Special protégé 
of the legendary Itzhak 
Perlman, Hanh-Bin made his 
international debut at the age 
of 12 at the Grammy Awards in 
2000. Till Dawn Sunday follows 
the violinist’s acclaimed solo 
performance, “Soliloquy for 

Andy Warhol,” at the Museum of 
Modern Art.
When: Feb. 3, 8 pm
Cost: $25, nonmembers $20, 
students $10
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

KIDS & FAMILY

Sunny Bunnies Nature 
Education — Ages 3-4. Bring a 
bag lunch. Explore nature trails, 
music time, free play and more. 
Pre-register. Two session types 
to choose from.
When: Weekdays until March 29
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 229-4000
 

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

Queens College Choral 
Society Auditions — Auditions 
are for the spring 2012 
performances of Brahms’ 

Requiem on May 19, as well 
as the world premiere of 1001 
Voices: A Symphony for Queens 
on April 29.
When: Wednesdays through 
Feb. 1, 6 pm
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
—  Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: www.bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars/

Greek Night at Cavo —  Cavo 
announces Greek night every 
Wednesday. There will be a 
live musical performance by 
Aphrodite Daniel and Panos 
Chrysovergis, plus guest 
singers, along with Greek 
specials on the menu. Dinner 

reservations are recommended.
When: Wednesdays, 8:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Cavo, 42-18 31 Ave., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 721-1001

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of 
Art and MetLife Foundation 
invite families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 
dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700 

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Winter Open House — Please 
join us for our Winter Open 
House to celebrate the opening 
of Henry Taylor. Clifford Owens: 
Anthology; Rania Stephan; 
Frances Stark: My Best Thing; 
and Surasi Kusolwong will also 
be on view.
When: Jan. 29, 12 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 784-2084; 
momaps1.org

Coda by Yve Laris Cohen 
— Coda, choreographed and 
performed by interdisciplinary 
artist Yve Laris Cohen, 
addresses the shifting 
subjectivities and power 
relationships among human 
bodies and objects.
When: Feb. 5, Feb. 25 and March 
3, 5 pm
Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 361-1750; 
sculpture-center.org

Surviving Life: Collages 
by Jan Svankmajer — The 
installation consists of 50 
collages made during the 
production of the fi lm Surviving 
Life (2010), revealing the gentle 
surrealism and whimsical 
humor behind Svankmajer’s 
artistry.
When: Through Feb. 26
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Clifford Owens: Anthology 
Performance — In conjunction 
with his exhibition at MoMA 
PS1, Clifford Owens will give a 
special performance of several 
scores from Anthology.
When:  Feb. 11, March 11, 3 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 

Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: momaps1.org

EAF11 2011 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition —   
Featuring 20 new artworks by 
our current resident artists. 
When: Through March 4
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City 
Contact:  info@
socratessculpturepark.org   

Open Space - Washington 
Project for the Arts Par 
Program —  This program is a 
partnership with Washington 
Project for the Arts that offers 
an artist from Washington, DC, 
a residency at Socrates and 
an opportunity to learn about 
the practical and conceptual 
issues related to the creation of 
public art. 
When: Through March 4
Cost: Free    
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Boulevard, 
Long Island City
Contact:   (718) 956-1819  
Website: 
socratessculpturepark.org

EDUCATION

Tai Chi — Sponsored by the 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

BAYSIDE ORIGINAL CHICKEN

718-224-9292
BAYSIDE ORIGINAL 

CHICKEN

1818 224 922 92924 9292222 922 929292922

0% 
transfat
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Arthritis Foundation of NYC. A 
seven-week Tai Chi class for 
people with arthritis or limited 
mobility. Recommended age 18 
and up. Taught in English.
When: Fridays, 9:30–10:30 am, 
through Feb. 24
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

FILM

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Across
  1. Baby seals 
  5. “Did it ever _____ to you?” 
10. Frayed
14. Mounted on 
15. Effect partner 
16. ___ vera 
17. Roadway that was the 
       site of a 2011 protest 
19. Frees (of) 
20. Like baseball’s Jackson 
21. Like this answer? 
23. “___ so fast!” 
24. Stack
25. Follows bar or area 
27. Square that was the 
      site of a 1989 protest 
32. Notre Dame’s city 
33. “The Lady _____” 
34. Tenn. neighbor 
35. Base’s opposite 
36. Kind of fork 
37. Space
38. Pi follower 
39. Beat 
40. Set straight 
41. University that was the 
       site of a 1970 protest 
43. Ali, previously 
44. Bankrolls
45. Anonymous John 
46. Mexican bread 
49. Emotionally damaging 
54. Buffalo’s county 
55. City that was the 
       site of a 1963 protest 
57. Ida. neighbor 
58. Birth-related
59. New Rochelle, NY college 
60. Singles
61. Smart-mouthed
62. Geezer

Down
  1. Furry feet 
  2. Four Corners state 
  3. Explorer Marco 

  4. “Delightful!”
  5. Santa’s reindeer, e.g. 
  6. Daytona entries 
  7. Pool tools 
  8. Wear and tear 
  9. Hired, as an attorney 
10. President Harding 
11. Miscellany
12. Curtain holders 
13. Capone’s undoer 
18. Tart fruits 
22. Attired
24. March event? 
25. Stockpile
26. Heavenly hunter 
27. Pageant crowns 
28. Estuary
29. Sharapova or Shriver 
30. Poem of lament 
31. Indian bread 
32. Parallel follower 
36. Some important meetings 
37. Averse to, medically 
39. Peter the Great, e.g. 
40. Squirrel’s find 

42. Twitter messages 
45. Like some newspapers 
46. Audition tape 
47. Press
48. Supreme Court count 
49. Former J.F.K. arrivals 
50. Cartoonist Addams 
51. “Was ___ loud?” 
52. Taboo 
53. Tiny picnic annoyance 
56. Jumping org.? 

It is the soldier who
salutes the flag,
serves beneath the
flag, whose coffin is
draped by the flag
who gives that pro-
tester the freedom to
abuse and burn that
flag.

• • •  Zell Miller

Quotable Quote

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
SMALL  WONDERS

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
By Pete Canty

TimesLedger Newspapers
Jan. 26-Feb. 1, 2012

The Lady Doth Protest
We

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Persona Performa Panorama 
— A 50-foot-long video 
panorama featuring 24 actors 
playing 24 “personas” fused 
together in action and image, 
inspired by Ingmar Bergman’s 
fi lm “Persona.”
When: Through April 1
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Manhattan — Dir. Woody Allen. 
1979, 96 mins. With Woody 
Allen, Diane Keaton, Mariel 
Hemingway. This sophisticated 
urban romantic roundelay is 
one of Woody Allen’s wittiest 
movies, and also his most 

visually stunning work. Its 
unforgettable black-and-white 
imagery, shot by Gordon 
Willis and accompanied by 
the timeless music of George 
Gershwin, changed the way 
we revere and romanticize 
New York City, while Keaton’s 
crippingly neurotic know-it-all 
and Hemingway’s Oscar-
nominated teen love interest 
provide Allen with two of his 
most memorable romances. 
(Part of the See It Big! series).
When: Jan. 27, 7 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana
CHICKEN

Marsala, Parmigiana
Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo
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La Parma
RESTAURANT

ITALIAN

Happy Hour 
Tuesday–Friday

4:00pm–7:00pm

Wine Down
Wednesdays 

1/2 Off any Bottle of Wine ($99 or less)

Valentine’s Day
Now Taking Reservations. 

No set times or seatings

415 Main St., Port Washington,

NY 11050 (516)439-4960
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH & DINNER 
(Closed Monday)

Come Visit and Enjoy Family or Individual Italian Style Dining

Dock & Dine &
Water Taxi 
Available

DINNER SPECIALS LUNCH SPECIALS

718.229.1503

Soup, Dumplings or Egg  
Roll, Entree, Fruit Dessert$10.95 $6.95—$7.95

Serving only the freshest  
& finest ingredients

NO MSG - Only 100%  
Vegetable oil used

WEIGHT 
WATCHERS 

MENU

EAT-IN  
OR  

TAKE-OUT

NEW BAR 
CATERING  FOR PARTIES

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 • 718.229.5319

Monday –Friday 3:30pm- 11:00pm Saturday 4pm- 12midnight 
Sunday 1:00pm-10:00pm

We accept all major credit cards

Jimmy’s Trattoria 

Ristorante
Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional 

Italian Cuisine
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248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck
718-428-9727 (WRAP)

Full menu at 
www.mmmthatsawrap.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.

(3 blocks west of

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

For Reservations Call 
(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call: 
Mary Leary 

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

STEAK & SEAFOOD GRILL

13-46  127th Street, College Point | 917.563.5352

Ducale Ristorante Italiano
12-53 150th St. Whitestone, NY • 718-767-4699

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357• 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street 
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537

Asian Fusion & Sushi Bar
718-631-1188
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SACRED HEART SCHOOL

216-01 38th Avenue, Bayside (718) 631-4804

Middle States
 Association Accreditation

National Catholic Education 
Association Membership

Dennis J. Farrell, Principal

REGISTRATION DATES
-Jan. 29th

11:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.

, 
Jan. 30th rd- 
8:30 a.m. to 10:30a.m. 

 Jan. 31st

SACRED HEART OFFERS:
Full Science Lab, Computer Lab, Smart 
Board Technology, Foreign Language (K–
8) Automated Library, Art, Music, Physical 
Education, Remediation Program, Extensive 
Extra-Curricular Activities, Extended Day        
Program, Guidance Program, Junior High 
Student Council, Service Programs, Grade 
Level Buddy Program, Two Year Old 
Program, Nursery and Pre-K Programs, 
8th Grade Acceptances to Catholic High 
Schools and    Specialized. Programs in the 
Public High Schools, Graduating class of 
2011 won 31 scholarships to Catholic High 
Schools.

TSA apologizes for mistreating elderly at JFK
BY REBECCA HENELY
 
The federal Transpor-

tation Security Adminis-
tration sent a letter to state 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) earlier this month 
admitting its agents had 
acted improperly while 
screening two elderly wom-
en who came through John 
F. Kennedy International 
Airport to visit their fami-
lies.

But the TSA denied 
the women had been asked 
to remove any articles of 
clothing, as both of them 
had claimed.

“TSA sincerely regrets 
any discomfort or inconve-
nience the passengers at 
JFK experienced,” Betsy 
Markey, of the TSA, wrote 
to Gianaris Jan. 3.

The apology was not 
sufficient for Gianaris or 
Lenore Zimmerman and 
Ruth Sherman, both of 
whom allege TSA agents 
took them to another room 

and asked them to remove 
articles of clothing while 
going through screen-
ings at the airport. Both 
had come to New York to 
visit family members for 
Thanksgiving.

“They did,” said Zim-
merman, 85, of Long Beach, 
L.I. “They’re lying.”

Gianaris said he be-
lieved the letter of apology 
was the result of bureau-
cratic defensiveness and 
that he intended to push the 
TSA further abo the issue.

“It’s a half-step for-
ward. I’d like them to take 
a full-step forward,” the 
senator said.

Zimmerman, who has 
a heart defibrillator, said 
when she asked not to go 
through the scanning ma-
chine Nov. 29, TSA agents 
took her into a private 
room and asked to raise 
her blouse and remove her 
underclothes. Her back 
brace was also removed for 
screening.

“It was an outrageous 
infringement on my per-
son,” she said.

Markey said Zimmer-
man voluntarily raised her 
clothes, but said the agents 

improperly screened the 
back brace.

The same day, Sher-
man, 88, was pulled aside 
after agents raised con-
cerns about a bump from 

her waist caused by her 
colostomy bag. She said 
she was taken to another 
room and asked to lower 
her pants.

Markey also said Sher-
man lowered her pants vol-
untarily, but said the agent 
acted improperly in asking 
to visually inspect the co-
lostomy bag.

Sherman called the ex-
perience violating and says 
she was still traumatized 
by the incident. She also 
said the TSA had not sent 
her the letter it had sent 
Gianaris.

“I never got any letter 
of apology or anything,” 
she said.

Markey said the TSA 
would be retraining the of-
ficers on how to screen pas-
sengers with disabilities or 
medical conditions respect-
fully.

“The federal security 
director at JFK will con-
tinue to monitor the perfor-
mance of [agents] at JFK to 

ensure they conduct screen-
ing in accordance with our 
high standards of courtesy 
and professionalism,” Mar-
key wrote.

Gianaris held a news 
conference with U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) 
shortly after Zimmerman 
and Sherman came for-
ward, calling for the TSA to 
institute a “passenger ad-
vocate” to resolve disputes 
between passengers and 
agents. He said he wants 
to have a constructive con-
versation with the TSA to 
institute a change in how 
passengers are treated.

“We’re not adversar-
ies here,” Gianaris said. 
“We’re all on the same page 
trying to make the travel 
experience a safe and com-
fortable one.”

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris holds a press conference in favor of 
TSA reform with U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer (second from l.) after 
two women claimed they were strip searched at Kennedy Airport. 
TSA has apologized but denied the women were asked to remove 
their clothes. Photo courtesy Michael Gianaris
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Wisdom  Nursery: Half Day Program Leveled Reading Libraries

OPEN HOUSE - REGISTRATION DATES: 
Sunday, January 29, 2012  11:00am –2:00pm
Monday, January 30 – Friday, February 3, 2012   
9:00am –11:00am 

Visit our website: www.dwcaonline.org

��� �EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM

  Investigators Club Learning System, N & Pre-K:
  SMART Table™ & SMART Boards™—  Digital Vision Touch Technology
 Gross Motor Skills Classroom 
 Nursery: Half Day Program
  Pre-Kindergarten: Full Day Academic Program

��� ��KINDERGARTEN – 8TH GRADE CURRICULUM EXCEEDS  

RECOMMENDED NYS CORE LEARNING STANDARDS

��� �PROMOTING VERTICAL INTEGRATION OF  
CATHOLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION

Affiliation with St. John’s University
Middle School Partnership with St. Francis Prep

��� �14  After-School Enrichment Classes
��� �FREE Early morning drop-off starting 7:15am 
��� �After-School Program available UNTIL 6:00pm 

 Divine Wisdom  
 Catholic Academy
  at St. Anastasia Parish, 45-11 245th Street, Douglaston, New York   

 Celebrating Diversity of  Learning & Learners
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ST. ROBERT BELLARMINE
56-10 214th Street, Bayside, NY |  T:718-225-8795

SPECIAL EVENT

St. Robert Bellarmine

Our school genuinely believes.....
“Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm” 

-R.W. Emerson

Everyday is open house at SRB, but we would love to 
especially welcome you during 

Catholic School Week Jan. 29th-Feb. 3, 2012. 

 We are true reflection of faith, excellence, enthusiam, 
and dedication, all in the most beautiful and happiest 
atmosphere you will ever see...

And Yes!... We also Celebrate:

We have the “Welcome Mat” out for you

N-8th Grade 
56-10 214th Street, 

Bayside, NY 
718-225-8795

www.srbschool.org

 - An Open House. Do visit us! 10:30 A.M.–1:30 P.M.

-  An Open House day. Do visit us! 1–2:15 P.M.

 - It’s Open House Again!
Visit classrooms from 9:15 A.M. - 10:00 A.M. 
Then have some coffee/tea in cafeteria. (Visitors Only) 
International Day Festival - Pre-K - 6th Grade.

A Charming Luncheon for Educators - 
11:30 A.M. Dismissal - No After School

- Hooray for students! 
Fashion Statement Day and Pancake Breakfast
1:30 A.M. Dismissal -Newcomb Game-1:45 P.M.

 
Prayer Service & Blessing - 9:45 P.M. Grades 2–7 to attend 
Continental Breakfast to follow - Cafeteria - Gr. 8 parents invited. 

BOOKFAIR 
ALL WEEK

PLEASE 
VISIT

Catholic School Week Jan. 29th-Feb. 3, 2012. 

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
The governor may 

have included ending the 
Cross Bay Bridge toll for 
Rockaway residents in his 
budget proposal, but elect-
ed officials who represent 
the area said they will not 
proclaim victory until the 
plan is adopted.

The elected officials 
gathered Sunday at the foot 
of the bridge on the Rock-
away side to urge their 
colleagues in state govern-
ment to support Cuomo’s 
proposal.

Then-Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani instituted a re-
bate program in 1997 for 
Broad Channel and Rock-
away residents who used 
the Cross Bay Bridge that 
gave residents a $2.26 re-
bate on their E-ZPass state-
ments each time they made 
a round trip.

But in July 2010, citing 
budget woes, the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity partially rescinded the 
rebate, only reimbursing 
residents after they made 
one round trip in a day.

State Assemblyman 

and Rockaway resident Phil 
Goldfeder (D-Ozone Park), 
who made ending the toll 
his top priority during his 
campaign, said the fact that 
the governor was in favor of 
scrapping the charge was a 
big step toward its elimina-
tion.

“Our families could 
not and should not bear the 
burden of filling the budget 
holes of the MTA,” the as-
semblyman said.

Goldfeder and state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-St. 
Albans) introduced a bill 
in Albany that would end 
the toll for all Queens resi-
dents.

Cuomo’s budget pro-
posal would only spare 
Rockaway residents from 
the charge.

Goldfeder’s predeces-
sor, Queens County Clerk 
Audrey Pheffer, said the toll 
is unfair because it charges 
residents to access another 
part of the same borough.

“It’s an added tax to 
those residents that are 
here,” she said. “We’re the 
only borough that has to 
pay to go to our beautiful 
ocean.”

Smith said elected of-
ficials who represent the 
peninsula should not rest 
on their laurels.

“We have to make sure 
the MTA doesn’t back off” 
of the plan, he said.

The senator also said 
outgoing MTA Chairman 
Jay Walder, a Rockaway 
native, let the community 
down by not trying to scrap 
the toll.

“We know that Jay 
Walder claimed to be from 
Rockaway, but he forgot 
about us,” Smith said.

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner 
(R-Middle Village), who 
wrote to Cuomo about end-
ing the toll, said he had 
discussions with the MTA 
about the unfairness of the 
toll, but said the agency 
was “not interested in fair-
ness.”

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) said 
he was “delighted” to hear 
Cuomo was siding with 
Queens residents.

“We’ve been fighting 
for so long,” he said.

Pols anxiously wait for state 
to eliminate Cross Bay tolls

Currently the cash toll for the Cross Bay Bridge is $3.25. Photo by Christina Santucci
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FRANCISCAN HEART. FAMILY SPIRIT.  

LIMITLESS POSSIBILITIES.

ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL

6100 Francis Lewis Blvd. Fresh Meadows, NY 11365
(718) 423-8810  www.sfponline.org        

Where 
STRENGTH,

FAITH &

POSSIBILITIES 
are Inspired Daily.

Together we create 
an environment 

��������	
���������
success, respect, 
integrity, and joy.

122-16 15th Ave. College Point NY 11356
(718) 321-0980 F: (718) 321-0981

www.rctperformance.com

Mention this 
ad to receive a 

$20.00
Discount on your
wheel alignment!!!
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A Touch of Class is a 
full-service salon and spa 
that for nearly three de-
cades has grown as it has 
built a loyal clientele in 
Bellerose.

Owner Maria Phillips 
said some customers have 
been with the salon since 
1989, when her mother re-
tired and she took over the 
family business.

“We have a lot of regu-
lar clients because we’ve 
been in the area since the 
mid-’80s. Word of mouth is 
the best for us because we 
have a good reputation,” 
she said, adding that the sa-
lon’s good repute has been 
earned by “just giving qual-
ity service at fair prices — 
actually, excellent service 
at great prices. We’re kind 
of like family here.”

The unisex salon offers 
a full line of hair stylings 

and cuts, including color-
ing, perms and straighten-
ing, both of the Japanese 
and Brazilian varieties. On 
Mondays, customers can 
take advantage of specials 
like a shampoo, cut and 
blow dry for $23, normally 
$30.

“Everything is a spe-
cialty here,” said stylist 
Louise Fernandez, who 
has been with the salon for 
more than a decade.

Phillips said that about 
two years ago, the business 
moved into its current loca-
tion, on the corner of 252nd 
Street and Union Turnpike, 
from one just a few doors 
down.

“When we did it, every 
single store on the block 
was closed down,” she said. 
“We’re staying alive in this 
economy.”

Today, A Touch of 
Class’ 2,000-square-foot 
space sits next to a wine 

store, a realty office, a fit-
ness/dance studio and the 
700-square-foot chiroprac-
tor’s office it used to oc-
cupy.

“We actually have the 
atmosphere so that it’s not 
crowded like you’re on top 
of one another. It gives the 
feel of a Manhattan salon 

with a huge front desk and 
a waiting area I feel is more 
comfortable,” Phillips said.

The front of the sa-
lon is a bright, open space 
where waiting customers 
are served coffee and cake. 
The spacious floor has am-
ple space to accommodate 
washing and cutting, and 
a separate area in the back 
is provided for nail care, 
facials, waxing and mas-
sages.

“It was done in-be-
tween where we did hair 
before,” Phillips explained. 
“We’re trying to establish 
a comfortable place. When 
you’re trying to get your 
nails done, you don’t want 
hair spray in your face.”

Massage prices range 
from $120 an hour for L.A. 
stone therapy massage to 
$15 for a 15-minute chair 
massage.

Customers can also 
have permanent make-up 

applied by a tattoo artist.
“Some people don’t 

have eyebrows after chemo 
and things like that. It’s a 
great service, my girl has 
been with me for about 14 
years,” the owner said. “We 
also have a doctor that does 
Botox and restalyne injec-
tions.”

The salon’s owner is 
not the only person singing 
its praises, though. Custom-
er Ryan Nevins penned an 
ode that concludes, “We are 
a union and a team/United 
with only one dream/When 
you look at the woman or 
man in the glass/Only a 
smile with a touch of class 
can be seen.”

For more information, 
call A Touch of Class at 718-
347-3389.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Louise Fernandez has been a stylist at A Touch of Class in Bellerose 
for 12 years. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Bellerose salon offers full line of services
A Touch of Class uses bigger space to enhance nail and hair care, waxing as well as massages

Mardi Gras Night - Business Card 
Exchange — Come down to the 
fi rst Queens Chamber of Commerce 
Business Card Exchange of 2012. 
Registration & check-in required!
When: Feb. 1, 5:30 pm
Where: Bourbon Street Cafe, 40-12 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: (718) 898-8500
Website: www.queenschamber.org

Financial Boot Camp — Queens 
Economic Development Corporation’s 
other training sessions, entitled 
“Financial Projections Boot Camp 
101,” will consist of three classes. The 
fi rst one deals with the theoretical 
principles of fi nancial projections, 
and participants will learn about such 
issues as best business practices and 
common pitfalls. The second class 
will revolve around the case study 
of a business that sells products and 
services, looking at projections for 
annual, quarterly and monthly periods. 

During the third class, participants 
will develop and work on their own 
business projections, using the case 
study as a model.
When: Wednesdays, Feb. 1 to Feb. 15, 
6 pm
Where: Entrepreneur Space, 36-46 
37th St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 263-0546
Website: www.queensny.org/qedc

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A 
new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009

Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only one 
person per professional classifi cation 
or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 
202-12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside

Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-
8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique 
business networking group discusses 
today’s challenges and helps form 
alliances.  Relationships are built. 
Facilitator is Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, 
entrepreneur, coordinator, leader and 
organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every 
month
Cost: $20, includes food from 
Marcella’s Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. 
Payment benefi ts the Ronald McDonald 
House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of 
Long Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New 
Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780
Website: www.accessoffi ce.net

Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/timesledger
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SLA rejects Gypsy Rose’s bid for liquor license
BY REBECCA HENELY

Community Board 2 
Chairman Joseph Conley 
said he expected the own-
ers of Long Island City club 
Gypsy Rose would continue 
to fight for a liquor license 
even though the state Li-
quor Authority rejected 
their bid for a license last 
week.

“We’re going to be very 
vigilant, keep an eye on 
what’s happening there,” 
Conley said.

Members of the com-
munity board and neigh-
bors held a rally Jan. 12 
against the strip club, at 
42-50 21st St. in Long Island 
City, six days before the 
SLA made its latest deci-
sion.

“We think it’s a great 
victory for the community 
and it shows that when the 
community comes together 
single-mindedly, the com-
munity can win,” said CB 2 

Chairman Joseph Conley.
The request for a li-

quor license by Gypsy Rose 
was previously rejected by 
the SLA in 2011. Two years 
earlier, the business earned 
the community’s ire when 
its then-co-owner, Gus 
Drakopoulos, threatened 
to lower the age of the per-
formers from 21 to 18 and 
have them perform fully 
nude instead of topless if 
the business did not get a 
liquor license.

While representatives 
of Gypsy Rose said at a pre-
vious CB 2 meeting that 
Drakopoulos was no longer 
affiliated with the compa-
ny, CB 2 members said they 
could not be certain wheth-
er Drakopoulos was still in-
volved in the venture.

The board and other 
community members also 
objected to the business, 
saying it was inconsistent 
with the city’s investment 
in the community.

“This neighborhood 
is no place for a sex-based 
business,” state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said in a statement, “and 
today’s vote brings us one 

step closer to ensuring the 
wholesome, family-friendly 
environment in which an 
increasing number of peo-
ple live and work.”

Conley said the area 

already had eight strip 
clubs.

“It was something that 
was not going to enhance 
the community,” Conley 
said. “It was something 

that was going to have a 
negative impact.”

The owners have said 
they have millions invested 
in the property, although 
Conley said CB 2 and the 
SLA believe they have in-
vested around $500,000.

Conley said a man con-
tacted the board who was 
interested in opening a res-
taurant at the location and 
the board was looking to 
pursue that option.

“Long Island City is 
a great place to live, work 
and raise a family and we 
will never stop fighting to 
keep it growing and to keep 
it great,” City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) said in a state-
ment.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Long Island City officials and residents protest earlier this month against a Long Island City strip 
club getting a liquor license. The state Liquor Authority denied the license last week. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations of New Yorkers the freshest milk in the city.
Every day, we transport milk direct from upstate, family dairy farms to our
plant in Queens. We pasteurize the milk,
package it, and deliver it your neighbor
hood grocer within 48 hours. That’s fresh!

When you choose milk from Elmhurst
Dairy, you’re getting a quality product from
New York City’s only remaining dairy – and
you’re  supporting a familyowned business
that provides hundreds of jobs right here
in our community.

Buy local. Look for Elmhurst Dairy
milk at your grocery store.

7185263442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

New York City’s Freshest Milk.
From New York City’s Only Dairy.

Buy local.
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CLINTON DEMOCRATIC CLUB AT

PAUL VALLONE’S FLUSHING LAW OFFICE

QUEENS COUNTY YOUNG

DEMOCRATS AT FOREST HILLS

EAGLE REPUBLICAN CLUB

AT FOREST HILLS

NORTHEAST QUEENS REPUBLICAN CLUB AT CLEARVIEW GOLF COURSE CLUB HOUSE

QUEENS COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING AWARDS AT QUEENS THEATER IN THE PARK

2

2

1 1 1

1

1

6

6

5

5

3

3

7

7

4

4

8

8

Saya Hishikawa, Tyler Cassell, Mary Ann Dorsa, Peter 
Brancazio, John Dorsa, Paul Vallone and Ali Fadil

Costa Constantinides of the Powhatan/Pocahontas Club hosts a 
pizza and happy hour party for all the Queens Young Democrats

Juan Reyes, Phil Ragusa (seated), NYS Republican 
Chairman Ed Cox (standing)

Janet Mallone, Dan Halloran and John 
Watch

Jeff Rosenstock, Willy Mosquera and Ray Cullom

Bart Haggerty and Tony Nunziato

Mayor Michael Bloomberg

Frank Padavan

Helen and Don Marshall

Ray Tabita presents Janet Mallone with gift 
from club

Jeffrey Levine and Carol Conslato

The New slate of officers

Bill Driscoll and Terri Thompson

Dan Halloran swears in VP Roy Tabita

Frank Macchio

Dan Halloran swears in new president 
John Watch

Carol Conslato

Dan Halloran presents John Watch with 
an achievement certificate

Helen Marshall, Frank Macchio and Ray Irrera

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

THE HEART 
HOSPITAL 
OF QUEENS

WHEN YOUR HEART 
IS IN QUEENS, 
YOU ARE IN 
EXCELLENT HANDS... 

This means that you don’t have to leave Queens to find excellent heart care.  
And, with the opening of a new wing on the main campus of New York Hospital 
Queens, we have added more services to protect and restore heart health. 

Our physicians and surgeons are board certified specialists. And, many highly skilled 
doctors throughout the area treat and refer their patients here. Together with our 
talented nurses and technicians, they deliver a higher level of expertise you can trust. 
Whatever your heart needs — you will find it right here. 

From state-of-the-art technology, to the most sophisticated procedures and 
 comprehensive rehabilitation and wellness programs, you can find a higher level of 
heart and vascular care, right here in the Heart Hospital of Queens.

Ask your doctor, call us, or visit nyhq.org to learn more.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

718-670-2087  
800-282-6684 (Find a Physician)
56-45 Main Street 
Flushing, NY 11355
nyhq.org

Today, there’s a Heart Hospital in Queens. This  hospital 
is filled with expertise on the diagnosis and treatment of 
cardiac and  vascular disease.

FEBRUARY IS AMERICAN HEART MONTH. 
FOR EVENTS AND INFORMATION VISIT NYHQ.ORG
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“Be Different” Let us make your next Dream Piece of Jewelry a Reality...
unusual and one-of-a-kind collections 

FREE ESTIMATES ON 
ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGa, ETC.

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.okgjewelry.com 
“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” 

The Perfect Gift
for Valentine’s Day!

E:elry.com

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

Reality...Realityty......

SCAN HERE 
FOR OUR WEBSITE

Diamond Setting and Sizing While You Wait…Viewing Permitted
FREE 

REPAIR*
 
 

or more

 FREE*

Watch 

w/repair

 FREE*

while you wait

 
Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds
Into Custom Designed Jewelry 
to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum 
Jewelry Repair On The Premises

Free Cleaning 

* Not to be combined with 
any other offer. Expires 

3.15.12
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This Week’s Queens Critter

Ozzy, an 8-year-old American bulldog owned 
by Vera and Eric Schneider, of Forest Hills, is 
the winner of this edition of the TimesLedger 
Newspapers’ Queens Critter contest. The pup is 
pictured with his playmate Emma Schneider, 7.

We want to see more of your furry and hairless 
friends at play, at work and just hanging out 
with their own crowd. All kinds of pets from fe-
lines to canines to equines are welcome. 

To enter, simply e-mail a photo of your pet 
to QueensCritters@gmail.com. In the future, 
please include the name and age of your pet, 
the name of the owner and what neighborhood 
you are from.
By sending a photo, you acknowledge that we 
may us it in the paper, on our website, and oth-
erwise in accordance with our Terms of Use. 
Your photo may be included in an on-line gal-
lery on the www.TimesLedger.com website.

Paying too 
much for 
heating oil?
If you answered yes, then 
you owe it to yourself to make 
a simple phone call today.

877.737.6990
petro.com

Find out why your neighbors choose Petro, making 
us the #1 home heating oil company in the country. 

Ask how we can help you achieve 

ENERGY SAVINGS OF AT LEAST 
10% — GUARANTEED!*

Commit to saving energy 
and the environment. 

OIL   |   AC   |   PROPANE   |   NATURAL GAS 
PLUMBING   |   HOME SECURITY

*For boilers only. Savings based on installation of Beckett AquaSmart boiler control. May not be available 
in all areas. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Subject to change without notice. Additional terms 
and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2011 Petro. P_11415

Chiropractic

Physical Therapy

Rehabilitation

Natural Medicine

Lymph Therapy

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted.

Medicare

  Manhattan
Tel: 212-736-1234
12 W. 32nd St. 2Fl.
New York, NY 10001

 Woodside 
65-48 Woodside Ave.
Woodside, NY 11377

Coming Soon   

Best Management with Natural Holistic Power

     Natural Holistic Power

Little Neck
Tel: 718-279-1234

255-12 Northern Blvd.
Little Neck, NY 11362

Neck Pain
Sciatica
Low Back Pain
Arm/Wrist/Hand 
Pain
Headaches
Hip/Leg Pain
Herniated Discs

Scoliosis
Shoulder Pain
Irritability
Stress Reduction
TMJ
Sports Injuries
Running & 
Exercise Injuries

Work-Related Injuries & Car Accidents

We treat...

FREE Consultation
with this ad. 

Call for an Appointment.
Offer expires in 30 days.

Visit us online: www.anmcn.org
Or email us: chirolymph@gmail.com
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ing out about Wikipedia’s 
plans.

“I knew about the prob-
lems with SOPA and PIPA 
for a while, but I didn’t 
know about the blackout 
until the night before,” he 
said. “It really didn’t take 
much thought to join the 
protest against the legisla-
tion. I had my site blacked 
out almost immediately 

within the hour.”
The 4-year-old site re-

views what Orlick said are 
some of the more “under-
ground” areas of the city, 
and includes a special sec-
tion dedicated to finding 
the best pizza in the five 
boroughs. He said the for-
mer Sal’s Pizza on Northern 
Boulevard in Little Neck 
— now under new manage-
ment and called Bocconcini 
— had some of Queens’ best 
slices.

“That place was a leg-
end. He retired, and unfor-

tunately I heard the new 
place is just OK,” he said.

Orlick was glad to see 
the protests appeared effec-
tive — proof, he said, of the 
political power the Internet 
can wield.

“If my site wasn’t 
up, it would be a big loss 
of a small voice,” he said. 
“That’s very important for 
the Internet.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

“not even between its own 
terminals.”

“It also suffers from 
congestion, overcrowd-
ing and delays” the survey 
said.

“On the other hand, 
Delta just got some new 
food options at its La Guar-
dia terminal,” Frommer’s 
said.

JFK’s Terminal 5, 
home of JetBlue, was listed 
at No. 5 on the Frommer’s 
list of the world’s best air 
terminals.

Frommer’s praised 
JetBlue for having the best 
airport food court in New 
York.

But turning to the neg-
ative side, Frommer’s said 
the world’s 10 worst airport 
terminals were:

1. New York, JFK Ter-
minal 3

2. Manila, Philippines, 
Terminal 1

3. Moscow, Shermetye-
vo Terminal B/C

4. Nairobi Kenyatta 
Airport

5. Paris Charles De 
Gaulle Airport, Terminal 3

6. Amman, Jordan, 
Queen Alia Airport

7. New York, LaGuar-
dia, US Airways Terminal

8. Newark Liberty Ter-
minal 8

9. Paris Beauvais Air-
port

10. Chicago Midway 
Airport

On the positive front, 

Frommer’s listed the 
world’s 10 best airport ter-
minals as being:

1. Jeddah, Saudi Ara-
bia, Hajj Terminal

2. Leifur Eriksson Air-
port, Terminal Keflavik, 
Iceland

3. Seoul, South Korea, 
Inchon Airport

4. Wellington, New 
Zealand, “Rock” Terminal

5. New York, JFK Ter-
minal 5

6. Singapore Changi 
Airport, Terminal 3

7. Marrakech, Moroc-
co, Menara Airport Termi-
nal 1

8. Madrid, Spain, Ba-
rajas Terminal 4

9. Carrasco Airport, 
Montevideo, Uruguay

10. Bilbao, Spain, Main 
Terminalreceived roughly $400,000 

each year from the city 
budget, which is its prime 
source of income.

The Child Center of 
NY operates each of the 
Beacons under the auspic-
es of the city Department of 
Youth & Community Devel-
opment.

Specifically, the pro-
posed budget, which is in 
no way final, suggested 
cutting seven Beacon pro-
grams across the city.

Based on the way the 
department chose to cut 
other programs, The Child 
Center has surmised that 
centers that exist in the ZIP 
codes with the least need 
will get the ax first, accord-
ing to Ghosh.

The center compiled 
a list of 16 schools that are 
at risk of becoming one of 
the seven programs to close 
and eight of those programs 
are in Queens.

State Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) was not happy to 
hear that closures were be-

ing considered, especially 
two Beacon programs in 
his district.

On Jan. 13, he wrote a 
letter to Youth Department 
Commissioner Jeanne 
Mullgrav, urging her to 
keep the Beacon programs 
at the Parsons Educational 
Complex, at 158-40 76th 
Road in Hillcrest, and IS 
216 Beacon, at 64-20 175th 
St. in Fresh Meadows, 
which together serve 2,200 
people a year, according to 
Lancman.

“The proposed elimi-
nation of the Parsons and 
Samuel Field Beacon after-
school programs is very 
troubling to me and to par-
ents across the district,” he 
said. “These programs are 
not merely childcare ser-
vices — they are engaging 
programs that provide edu-
cational support and char-
acter development.”

And if children do 
not have a place to go after 
school for constructive ac-
tivities, they will hang out 
and seek to entertain them-
selves in some other man-
ner, Ghosh said.

But while the possibil-
ity of cuts is bad enough, 
Ghosh said the Beacons on 

the chopping block are not 
getting a fair chance.

Since the decision is 
based on ZIP codes, afflu-
ent neighborhoods sur-
rounding lower-income ar-
eas can create misleading 
statistics.

In the ZIP code sur-
rounding Parsons Beacon, 
70 percent of the children 
who attend are from Pomo-
nok Houses, according to 
Ghosh, who had previously 
been the director of that 
Beacon program.

“When you use a blan-
ket formula to make some 
serious decisions about 
programs that have been 
working for 20 years and 
are well-loved, it is a seri-
ous gamble,” Ghosh said.

But the budget is far 
from decided, and a vigor-
ous back-and-forth will like-
ly ensure before the dust 
settles in July, although 
Ghosh will probably enjoy 
this year’s budget dance 
even less than last.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

vent crimes, to exonerate 
the innocent and to bring 
justice to victims of crime,” 
Brown said in response to 
the speech. “It is the fin-
gerprint of the 21st century, 
yet we are not making full 
use of this technology.”

At a news conference 
immediately following 
the presentation, Cuomo 
discussed the Cross Bay 
Bridge toll, saying he would 
like to reduce the costs for 
residents of the Rockaways, 
who use the bridge to travel 
to work. He has also previ-
ously said he would pro-

vide refunds to residents of 
the Rockaways and Broad 
Channel, effectively ending 
the tolls.

This was another win 
for Meeks.

“I think that bridge 
has more than paid for it-
self,” he said, hoping that 
it would be abolished al-
together. “I’ll be working 
with the governor.”

Cuomo also received 
plaudits for taking the edu-
cation and governmental 
bureaucracy to task for not 
coming up with a method to 
effectively evaluate teach-
ers.

The federal govern-
ment gave New York state 
$700 million in Race to the 
Top funds on the condition 

that it come up with an 
evaluation system, but the 
impasse means the Obama 
administration wants its 
money back.

If that happens, it will 
nearly negate the $800 mil-
lion increase in education 
funding = the governor has 
planned.

Cuomo said he would 
increase education funding 
on a state level by a further 4 
percent, but only for school 
districts that come up with 
an evaluation method.

He did not cover his 
plans for pension reform, 
which have drawn criti-
cism from high-profile 
union leaders.

mary is still in full swing, 
so Queens delegates from 

the Republican Party do 
not know who to collect sig-
natures for as of yet.

Obama already has his 
party’s endorsement to run 
in the upcoming election, 
and recently ran his first 

re-election television ad.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

form color-coding and dis-
allowing smoking on site.

“There’s nothing more 
important than keeping our 
citizens safe,” said U.S. Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney (D-Asto-
ria), who along with other 
Queens elected officials 
joined Bloomberg at a new 
apartment complex being 
built on Center Boulevard 
north of 47th Avenue.

City Department of 
Buildings Commissioner 
Robert LiMandri said the 
administration has been 
working toward making 
it easier to build in New 

York City while also doing 
it safely.

“It’s been an honor to 
be on your team,” LiMan-
dri said to Bloomberg.

State Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows), who chairs the 
Assembly Subcommittee 
on Workplace Safety, said 
he was impressed with the 
progress the city has made.

“A safe workplace is 
not a privilege but a right,” 
Lancman said.

Trade association 
leaders also applauded the 
announcement.

Steve Spinola, presi-
dent of the Real Estate 
Board of New York, said the 
construction industry is 
worth $28 billion and pro-

vides 125,000 jobs.
“The city continues to 

support this critical indus-
try while keeping our work-
ers and the public safe,” he 
said.

Lou Coletti, president 
of the Building Trades Em-
ployer’s Association, said 
the only industry that kills 
and injures more people is 
mining.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sun-
nyside) said he would like 
to see more buildings and 
safer buildings in the city.

“You can see cranes go-
ing up all around Long Is-
land City,” he said. “That’s 
a good thing.”

ROP

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 5

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 5

Continued from Page 5

Blackout

Beacon

Delegates

Airports

Cuomo

Mayor

Adoption agency offers free information meetings
Family Focus Adoption Services 

hosts free bi-monthly information 
meetings for families interested in 

adoption at its office in Little Neck.
No reservation is necessary. For 

more information, call 718-224-1919.



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
AN. 29-FEB. 1, 2012 

NE

43

Sports

Continued on Page 46

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Anthony Libroia 
couldn’t seem to hit the 
most wide-open three-
pointers earlier in the sea-
son. The Holy Cross guard, 
known for his shooting 
prowess, struggled and he 
knows exactly why.

Libroia was waiting 
for his SAT score to come 
back, waiting to see if he 
qualified for Division I and 
II basketball. It’s no coinci-
dence that the senior is do-
ing much better now.

“I got the score and 
ever since then I’ve been 
shooting really well,” Li-
broia said.

The newly qualified 
sniper had 15 points, in-
cluding four three-point-
ers, to lead Holy Cross to a 
64-42 rout of rival St. Fran-
cis Prep in CHSAA Class 
AA boys’ basketball Friday 
night in Flushing. Libroia 
opened the game with a 
trey, quieting the large 
crowd on hand and allow-
ing Cross to open up with a 
10-0 run.

“We knew it was gonna 

be a hard-fought battle,” Li-
broia said. “They’re down 
the block and they always 
come in and play hard.”

Holy Cross Coach Paul 
Gilvary could sense there 
was something wrong with 
Libroia early in the season. 
He was still running the 
point at times well and us-
ing his adept passing skills. 
But the best part of his 
game was missing.

“He didn’t shoot it 
like he can,” Gilvary said. 
“Since then he’s been shoot-
ing the ball wonderfully. 
We have a lot of confidence 
in him and I want him to 
shoot the ball. When he’s 
making these shots, he re-
ally opens up the defense.”

Will Davis and Maire-
ga Clarke each had 13 points 
apiece for the Knights (14-3, 
5-1 ‘AA’). Libroia rounding 
into form has been made 
even more important with 
the absence of Marquise 
Moore, who broke his toe 
last month and reinjured 
it Jan. 14 against Mount St. 
Michael. Gilvary held him 
out Friday night and alto-

Depleted Dozo routs CM
Without star forward, team rallies around senior Yearwood

Libroia qualifi es, 
leads Holy Cross

Holy Cross’ Anthony Libroia had 15 points, including four three-
pointers, against St. Francis Prep. Photo by An Rong Xu

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Benjamin Cardozo 
finally got a chance to re-
group from the loss of for-
ward Jermaine Lawrence 
with a team meeting last 
week. A day later, they gave 
the city a better glimpse of 
how the Judges will win 
without the 6-foot-9 star 
forward, who unexpectedly 
transferred to Pope John 
XXIII in New Jersey Fri-
day.

“I think we got closer 
as a team,” junior guard 
Omar Williams said. “Ev-
erybody just stepped up a 
little bit.”

Cardozo had a team 
meeting Jan. 18 after win-
ning just once in three 
games over four days af-
ter Lawrence’s departure. 
Coach Ron Naclerio de-
scribed it as “rebuilding on 
the fly.” He has been calling 
the key players individu-
ally more frequently to get 
their thoughts. Naclerio, 
his staff and the players did 
a lot of talking about what 
happened and how to move 
forward.

“It’s my job to try to 
pull it all together,” the 
longtime coach said.

His club certainly did 
that against Campus Mag-
net. The Bulldogs beat Car-
dozo by four in their first 
meeting with Lawrence 
in the lineup. The Judges 
returned the favor in a big 
way with a convincing 78-
56 win at home in PSAL 
Queens AA boys’ basket-
ball last Thursday. They 
fell to New London (Conn.) 
and Mount Vernon during 
the span and beat Flushing. 
The win keeps the Judges 

in the driver’s seat for a di-
vision title.

“It was the final game 
to show that even though 
Jermaine is not here, we 
can still win,” senior wing 
Ryan Yearwood said. “We 
felt like we owed them.”

Yearwood dropped in 
a season-high 19 points to 
lead a balanced Cardozo at-
tack that relied heavily on 
ball movement and baskets 
off turnovers. Danny Janel 
scored 13 points and Edwin 
Sainvil and Williams each 
added 10. Samuel Durod-
ola paced Campus Magnet 
(12-6, 9-3) with 19 points, 
Grequan Carter had 16 

and Tarik Raynor added 
15. Raynor was playing his 
first game since a severe 
sprain of wrist suffered in 
a loss to Bayside last week, 
according to Coach Charles 
Granby.

“When Jermaine was 
here we were trying to feed 
him in the post a lot,” Year-
wood said. “Now it’s more 
of a flow.”

Cardozo (13-4, 11-1) 
used a 14-0 run over the 
second and third quarters 
to grab control of the game. 
Williams scored six straight 
points to start the third and 
Sainvil capped the spurt 
by feeding Janel and Ryan 

Yearwood for easy scores to 
give the Judges a 45-29 lead 
with 4:57 left in the frame. 
The Bulldogs pulled within 
68-52 on a Justin Harvey 
putback with 3:03 left in the 
game.

“Everyone knows they 
got to do a little bit more,” 
Williams said.

He said he spoke to 
Lawrence last Friday when 
the major Division I pros-
pect called him from a 
new cell phone, but has not 
spoken to him since. Many 
of the players were still 
searching for answers as 
to exactly why it happened. 

Cardozo’s Ryan Yearwood scored 19 points in a win over Campus Magnet last week. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 46
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44 Calhoun silences hecklers with dominant victory
BY MARC RAIMONDI

Omar Calhoun stroked 
a dagger three-pointer and 
waved his arms at his side. 
It looked like he was tell-
ing the Holy Cross crowd to 
quiet down. But the Christ 
the King senior guard said 
he was simply trying to 
keep his teammates cool.

“The crowd was get-
ting a little hectic,” Cal-
houn said. “You know 
I’ve got a young team, so 
I needed to make sure ev-
eryone was under control. 
A lot of the times, they can 
get caught up in the crowd. 
I was telling everyone to 
calm down.”

In actuality, the 
UConn-bound superstar 
didn’t have to do anything. 
The trey alone silenced 
the raucous onlookers and 
Christ the King would hold 
on for a pivotal 64-60 win 
over Holy Cross in CHSAA 
Class AA boys’ basketball 
Jan. 17 in Flushing.

Calhoun finished with 
32 points and that huge shot 
gave CK a 57-50 lead with 
2:00 remaining. The game 
was a little bit of vindica-

tion for the player regarded 
as the city’s best. After a 
poor performance Jan. 16 
on ESPN against nation-
ally ranked Mater Dei (Ca-
lif.) and UNLV-bound Katin 

Reinhardt, haters came out 
of the woodwork to bash 
Calhoun on Twitter and Fa-
cebook.

“I would think his 
record speaks for itself,” 

Christ the King Coach Joe 
Arbitello said. “He’s the 
most winningest player in 
Christ the King history. 
He’s gonna be the all-time 
leading scorer. He has a 

state championship, the 
first one in 22 years. He has 
three back-to-back Brook-
lyn/Queens championships 
and the CHSAA. So any-
body that’s taking shots at 
him are either jealous that 
they’re not him or jealous 
that they don’t go to Christ 
the King. That’s all I have 
to say about that.”

Calhoun also went 
7-of-8 from the free throw 
line in the fourth quarter, 
including four in a row in-
side 15 seconds to all but 
seal the victory. He had 12 
points in the final frame.

“During every tim-
eout, every break in the 
game, we kept saying foul 
anybody but Calhoun,” 
Holy Cross Coach Paul Gil-
vary said. “Then we kept 
going out and fouling Cal-
houn.”

The Knights (13-3, 4-1 
‘AA’) actually led 37-33 on 
a Mairega Clarke basket 
with 3:18 left in the third 
quarter before Christ the 
King (10-6, 4-0) put together 
an 8-0 spurt in which Cal-
houn scored four points.

The Royals were slug-
gish in the first half at 

times and then again to 
start the second. It was un-
derstandable considering 
this was their fifth game in 
six days in three different 
states. Three of those games 
came against national pow-
erhouses, including that 
embarrassing 88-50 loss to 
Mater Dei.

“That might have been 
the dumbest thing I’ve ever 
done,” CK Coach Joe Arbi-
tello said. “It was the most 
ridiculous thing I could 
ever do. But I thought it was 
an experience for guys to be 
able to play on ESPN.”

Calhoun and Isaiah 
Lewis, who had 12 points, 
said it was a good experi-
ence, especially as they 
prepare for high-level col-
lege ball and beyond. Win-
ning last week made every-
one feel a little bit better 
about the grueling six-day 
stretch.

“I think it says a lot for 
our character,” Arbitello 
said. “I just wanted a win 
today. It didn’t have to be 
pretty.”

Will Davis had 20 
points, Clarke had 17 points 

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Matt Crockett was behind big last 
week, thousands of votes off the pace. The 
weekend, however, belonged to the Xavier 
junior star.

People came out of the woodwork in an 
effort led by his aunt and grammar school 
coach’s wife. All of his native Breezy Point 
and Xavier were clicking, too.

The effort paid off as Crockett finished 
first in an nypost.com poll asking, “Who is 
the top non-‘AA’ boys basketball player in 
the city?”

“I was surprised so many people took 
the time out and voted for me,” Crockett 
said.

He finished with a startling 88,623 
votes, good enough for 34.89 percent of 
the record 253,994 votes cast. Poly Prep’s 
Charlie Marquardt, a former teammate of 
Crockett’s when they were younger, was 
second with 85,591 votes (33.7 percent) and 
Calhoun’s Zuri Pavlin finished a distant 
third with 43,408 (17.09 percent).

“Just being on the ballot was an hon-
or,” Crockett said. “It recognizes the Xavi-

er basketball program.”
The Knights are having a solid year, 

in the mix for a CHSAA Class A title and 

Crockett has been a catalyst with his in-
side-out game. The 6-foot-3 swingman is 
a dead-eye three-point shooter and a solid 

finisher inside.
“He kind of does a little bit of every-

thing,” Xavier Coach Joe McGrane said 
in an interview last month. “He boxes out 
well, he’s got good footwork. He can score 
inside, shoots the ball well from the foul 
line, can shoot the three as well. He’s a 
good foul shooter.”

Basketball is a family affair for Crock-
ett. His mother, Cathy, was a decorated 
girls’ hoops coach at Bishop Kearney and 
his father was a star at Xaverian. Crock-
ett’s brother Kevin is a sophomore guard at 
Xavier and his oldest brother, Ryan Woern-
er, is an assistant men’s basketball coach at 
SUNY New Paltz.

His tight-knit family was instrumen-
tal in the vote-getting process, as were so 
many around him. Crockett said his team-
mates have teased him about winning the 
last day or so. He doesn’t mind the recent 
acclaim, but said he would trade the vic-
tory in very quickly for a chance to win the 
CHSAA Class A title this year.

“The goal is to win a city champion-
ship,” Crockett said, “not win a poll on 
newyorkpost.com.”

Christ the King’s Omar Calhoun had 12 of his 32 points in the fourth quarter in CK’s win over Holy 
Cross. Photo by Denis Gostev

Crockett picked as fan-favorite of ‘non-AA’ teams

Xavier’s Matt Crockett won the nypost.com poll asking “Who is the city’s top non-‘AA’ boys’ basketball 
player?” Photo by An Rong Xu

Continued on Page 46
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Arthur Santanna 
hears it all the time. Queens 
is soft. Queens A West is 
one of the weakest divisions 
in the city. Star Aaron Wil-
liams isn’t around anymore 
to bail out Long Island City, 
last year’s PSAL Class A 
runner-up.

After Saturday’s im-
pressive victory, however, 
the Bulldogs’ doubters don’t 
have a leg to stand on. In a 
matchup of title contenders, 
LIC held off Brooklyn Col-
legiate 63-61 in the PSAL ‘A’ 
Boy Basketball Showcase at 
Mott Haven in the Bronx, a 
win that should assure the 
Queens school of at least a 
top four seed in the upcom-
ing city playoffs, if not the 
top spot overall.

“When you look back 
at your season, you can say 
what were the key wins,” 
LIC Coach Harley Watstein 
said. “Without a doubt, to-
day was a key win. This 
team on paper was the best 
team we have beat. With ev-
erybody watching, the kids 
stepped up. I couldn’t be 
more proud.

LIC’s four core seniors 
— Santanna, Kevin Green 
Jr., Sadjia Camara and 
Xavier Jones — excelled, 
as has been the case the en-
tire season. Santanna was 
important to LIC holding 
off multiple Brooklyn Col-
legiate rallies with 16 of his 
22 points after halftime and 
did fine work breaking the 
Lions’ relentless full-court 
pressure.

Camara made sure the 
Bulldogs took a six-point 
lead into halftime, scoring 
17 of 22 points in a brilliant 
second quarter in which he 
sank all three of his three-
point attempts and added 
two traditional three-point 
plays. Jones added 10 points 
and Green had nine. Ervin 
Mitchell, one of the city’s 
top scorers who came in av-
eraging 27 points per game, 
led Brooklyn Collegiate 
with 19 points.

“It was crazy — it felt 
like a championship game,” 

Camara said.
When told he scored 

17 points in one quarter, 
Camara gave Santanna a 
high-five he was so sur-
prised.

“I was just feeling it, 
all my shots were drop-
ping,” he said. “I never [had 
a quarter] like that in my 
whole life.”

The victory gives the 
Bulldogs (19-2) a chance 
at receiving the top seed. 
They are undefeated in 
Queens A West — one of 
only ‘A’ teams who can say 
that — and have now beat-
en Brooklyn Collegiate, the 
favorite for the spot before 
Saturday’s result.

“I think we deserve a 

top seed — we want the No. 
1 seed,” Camara said.

Brooklyn Collegiate 
(18-3), which has now lost 
three of its last eight games 
dating back to New Year’s 
Day, actually rallied to take 
a 41-40 lead late in the third 
quarter on an Adrian Wil-
liams basket. Santanna, 
however, answered with 
five straight points in-
side and LIC never trailed 
again.

“He had his best game 
by far,” Watstein said of 
the 6-foot-3 Santanna, who 
missed last season’s play-
offs because of a staph in-
fection. “He finished at the 
basket, he made his free 
throws, he was all over the 

place. He came out of the 
game for like 30 seconds.”

Mitchell’s three-point 
play brought the Lions 
within 56-54 with 3:04 left, 
but Santanna and Green 
answered with two free 
throws apiece. Williams, 
Rashaad John and Jahlil 
Tripp missed game-tying 
three-point attempts in the 
final seconds.

“By us winning, it 
shows everybody we have a 
good team,” Santanna said. 
“Everybody is saying we’re 
in a weak division, but this 
shows we’re a top three 
team and we can probably 
go all the way.”

Long Island City’s Arthur Santanna scored 22 points in the 63-61 win over Brooklyn Collegiate. 
Photo by Denis Gostev

Christ the King’s Sierra Calhoun had 19 points and 16 rebounds. 
Photo by Lauren Marsh

Royals handily beat 
sliding Hilltoppers

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Comfortable wins and 
complete performances 
haven’t come with the same 
frequency as in the past for 
Christ the King. The Roy-
als have struggled, lost to 
multiple nationally ranked 
teams and saw two league 
wins get away in the fourth 
quarter.

None of that was the 
case against Mary Louis. 
Christ the King put to-
gether a dominant second 
half behind sophomore star 
Sierra Calhoun controlling 
the glass. It led to multiple 
transition opportunities. 
There were plenty of smiles 
for the Royals after a throw-
back 75-45 whipping of 
the Hilltoppers in CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Division 
I girls’ basketball Sunday 
afternoon in Jamaica Es-
tates.

“Winning a game at 
their home by 30 is a big 
momentum swing for us,” 
Calhoun said. “We were on 
a losing streak for awhile. I 
think this will really push 
us in the right direction.”

She led the way with 
what seemed like a quiet 
and efficient 19 points and 
16 rebounds, taking ad-
vantage of the Hilltoppers’ 
lack of size. TMLA forward 
Jordon Agustus missed the 
game with knee tendonitis 
and Elizabeth Gully was in 
foul trouble.

“I really didn’t know 
she had all those rebounds,” 

Adelphi-bound guard Lau-
ren Nuss said. “I remember 
turning around and being 
like, ‘All right she got it, 
let’s go,’ and started run-
ning.”

CK ended the half on a 
9-0 run capped by a Rayne 
Connell jumper at the buzz-
er and never trailed again, 
up 37-31 at the break. A Cal-
houn three-point play off 
a feed from Alyssa Gatti, 
who had six assists to just 
one turnover, pushed the 
advantage to 53-36 with 3:48 
remaining in the third. 
CK consistently beat Mary 
Louis down the floor and 
a switch to a zone forced 
TMLA into jump shots and 
one-and-done possessions.

“I’m not a fan of the 
zone, but I really thought 
we played a good zone,” CK 
Coach Bob Mackey said.

Nuss had 16 points 
and three assists and Con-
nell added 14 points, five 
assists and four rebounds 
for Christ the King (5-8), 
ranked No. 5 in the city by 
the New York Post. Reana 
Mohamed scored 15 points 
and Jasmine Nwajei had 12 
points to lead No. 8 TMLA 
(7-9). Gully added eight 
points. It was a bounce-back 
performance for Nuss, who 
did not start and struggled 
in a loss to Archbishop Mol-
loy last week.

Mary Louis’ tumul-
tuous season continued. 
It was another game the 
Hilltoppers started fast, 

Bulldogs make their case
Long Island City fi ghts Brooklyn for top seed in ‘A’ showcase

Continued on Page 46
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Continued from Page 43

Libroia
gether he’s missed six full 
games with more to come. 
The coach didn’t like what 
he saw out of Moore Jan. 17 
in a loss to Christ the King 
when he tried to play on the 
bad toe.

“He’s not gonna play 
now until I know he’s 100 
percent,” Gilvary said. “He 
was missing layups. He 
had no lift. We’re gonna 

be very cautious now with 
him. We’ve learned our les-
son. I hope by the time he 
plays again I remember his 
name.”

Darren Cordero had 16 
points for St. Francis Prep 
(7-9, 1-4), which has now 
lost four straight. The Ter-
riers were within 23-16 af-
ter a traditional three-point 
play by James Chavis with 
1:14 left in the first half, but 
Clarke had two baskets in-

side before the break and 
the game wasn’t really com-
petitive after that.

Libroia, as clear-head-
ed as he’s been all season, 
started Holy Cross off with 
a three-pointer in the sec-
ond half and the Knights 
rolled from there.

“It got the pressure off 
of me,” Libroia said, about 
getting that qualifying 
score, “and I wasn’t think-
ing about it as much.”

saw the lead evaporate and 
were unable to respond. 
TMLA led 18-11 in the first 
quarter and got away from 
attacking the basket.

“We came out really 
strong and then when it 
comes to the second half 
we don’t come out with that 
some intensity,” Mohamed 
said. “We are still trying 
to figure out why we don’t 
come out with the same 
pressure, passion to get the 
win. I don’t know why.”

Christ the King, on the 
other hand, might have seen 
the secret to its success — 
ball movement, transition 
and balanced scoring.

“That’s the way this 
team is capable of playing,” 
Mackey said. “They are 
very, very talented. They 
haven’t shown it. You know 
what, it’s a long season. 
That’s why you play the 
season. You play the season 
to get better and they are 
getting better every day.”

Continued from Page 45

Royals

and nine rebounds and 
Anthony Libroia added 
14 points, including six in 
the final minute to keep 
Holy Cross within striking 
distance. Christ the King 
junior wing Jordan Fuchs 
injured his neck and back 
in the opening minutes and 
didn’t return due to precau-
tionary measures.

“When he told me a lit-
tle bit with his neck, a little 
bit with his back, that was 
enough for me,” Arbitello 

said. “He wanted to go back 
in the game. I wanted to be 
on the side of caution there. 
It’s a basketball game. If 
you lose, you lose.”

Christ the King desper-
ately wanted and needed a 
win Tuesday, though. After 
all, that 38-point loss a day 
earlier in another state was 
still fresh in their minds.

“A lot of people were 
talking trash about us,” 
Calhoun said. “We know 
we have to stick together. 
We know we’re a family. At 
the end of the day, you want 
to win the title and that’s 
what it’s all about.”

Continued from Page 44

Calhoun

Lawrence’s mother Marcia 
has stated it was for aca-
demic reasons.

“I know he didn’t want 
to leave,” Williams said. 
“He said, ‘I don’t want to 
leave, it’s a choice my moth-
er made. It had to be done.’ 
I guess it’s just her looking 

after her son.”
The Judges will now 

try to move forward do-
ing what’s best for them. 
They believe they can still 
make a deep playoff run if 
they play the way they did 
against Campus Magnet.

“We do miss him,” 
Yearwood said. “But we got 
to play like he was never 
here.”

Continued from Page 43

Dozo

Mass at CK 2011 

Excellence in Catholic Education since 1962. An independent Catholic secondary school since 1976 whose  
purpose is to provide a well-rounded education by offering a college preparatory curriculum for students of  

all academic levels. 

�� Honors, College 
     AP Courses 

�� Middle State  
     Accreditation 

�� Over $12 million in  
      College Scholarships  

�� Full Time
     Campus Minister

�� Performing Arts   
      Program 

�� National Renowned 
     Sports Program 

March For Life to Washington, DC 2012 
Graduation 2011 

68-02 Metropolitan Ave Middle Village, NY 11379 (718) 366-7400 www.ctkny.org 
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795 Northern Blvd., Great Neck, NY 

516-829-2834BIENER.COM
Come check out our beautiful new showroom and state-of-the-art service facility.

All leases subject to primary lenders tier one approval for returning audi lessee. Tax & mv fees additional. Lessee responsible for wear & tear and .25¢/Mi over 10,000 mi/yr. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Valid while supplies and programs last.

$399
2012 Audi A4 2.0T Premium quattro

Htd Seats, Bluetooth, iPod, HomeLink, Dark Wood Dash, Stain-
less Steel Exhaust, Conv Pkg, All Wthr Pkg, Auto. MSRP $41,840

Heated Seats, Bluetooth, iPod, HomeLink, Satellite Radio, 
Automatic. MSRP $36,925

Lease 42 Mo. 
Due at signing 

$2,944

Lease 42 Mo. 
Due at signing 

$4,420

Follow us onCelebrating  
80 yearsAUDI

Where Our Family Treats You Like Family

$
m quq attatttrtroo

New York’s #1 volume Audi  
   dealer is closer than you think.

$349
2012 Audi A5 2.0T Premium quattro

Certified pre-owned Audi models
2008 Audi A4 Auto, A/C, PW. 38k mi. Stk #P7789 ....................................................................................... $22,895*
2009 Audi A4 6 Speed, A/C, PW. 45k mi. Stk #U7424 ................................................................................ $27,000*
2009 Audi Q5 Auto, Nav, PW. 39k mi. Stk #P7863....................................................................................... $31,800*
2009 Audi Q7 Auto, 7-Pass, Pano Roof. 36k mi. Stk #P7529....................................................................... $38,888*
2011 Audi A5 Auto, Nav, B/U Camera. 17k mi. Stk #P7862........................................................................... $39,488*
2009 Audi S5 Coupe Auto, Nav, B&O Sound. 30k mi. Stk #P7668 ............................................................ $43,888*

Just minutes from the Queens border.

AUDI

Premium, Sport 
Pkg., Heated Seats, 
HomeLink, Automatic. 
MSRP $51,725

$579
Lease 42 Mo. 

Due at signing 
$4,272

2012 Audi A6 3.0T Premium quattro

Have a great photo of your pet?
submit your picture to our

Queens Critters 
Contest

To enter, simply e-mail a photo of your pet to QueensCritters@
gmail.com.  Please include your full name, the neighborhood where 
you live and your pet’s name and age. By sending a photo, you 
acknowledge that we may us it in the paper, on our website, and 
otherwise in accordance with our Terms of Use.  Your photo may 
be included in an on-line gallery on the www.TimesLedger.com 
website.  Each week, our editors will select at least one photo 
to be published in the TimesLedger newspaper.  Photos that 
violate our Terms of Use will not be accepted or considered for 
publication.  The materials that you send will not be returned.
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST., 
HEMPSTEAD

1.877.211.1988
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 1/31/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

RALLYERALLYERALLYE

171717
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7677-16K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

2011 BMW 328i
$27,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Navigation

Stk#U7202-14K mi.

*

$12,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L Stk#U7727-39K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2006 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4
$12,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Alloys, Stk#U7187-46K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CHARGER SXT

$22,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat Stk#U7279-29K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

$10,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7713-39K mi.

6 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CALIBER
$13,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7451-14K mi.

9 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 CHRYSLER

200

$15,481
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7073-42K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2008 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING
$17,981

Auto, A/C, Stk#U7584-41K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 JEEP

WRANGLER 4 DR. 4X4
$18,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7378-28K mi.

7 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CHALLENGER

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED
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Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. Deployment ongoing. 4G LTE device and data plan required. Claim compares 4G LTE 
download speeds to industry average 3G download speeds. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network.

FREE SHIPPING  |  1.866.MOBILITY – ATT.COM/NETWORK – VISIT A STORE
Limited-time offer. Subject to wireless customer agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ. fee $36/line. Coverage & svcs, including mobile broadband, not avail everywhere. Geographic, usage & other conditions & restrictions (that may result in svc 
termination) apply. See contract, rate plan brochure, and rebate form at stores for details. Taxes & other chrgs apply. Prices & equip. vary by mkt & may not be avail. from ind. retailers. See store or visit att.com for details and coverage map. Early 
Termination Fee (ETF): None if cancelled during first 30 days, but a $35 restocking fee may apply; after 30 days, ETF up to $325, depending on device (details att.com/equipmentETF). Subject to change. Agents may impose add’l fees. Tablet Early 
Termination Fee (ETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to 10% of sales price may apply. Other Charges include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25/mo.), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal 
svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Offer Details: Bundle Required. Pantech Element with 2-year service agreement & minimum $35/mo. data plan is $249.99. Pantech Burst 
with 2-year voice agreement & minimum qualifying monthly data plan is $0.00. Sales tax calculated based on price of unactivated equipment. Screen images simulated. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights 
reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

GET A 

FREE
PANTECH BURST™ 
with 2-year voice agreement &  
minimum qualifying monthly data plan.

BUY A PANTECH 
ELEMENT™ FOR 

$24999
with 2-year service agreement 
& minimum $35/mo. data plan.
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