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Flushing nurses call off strikeFlushing recalls 
civil rights hero 

Rev. Mitchell
BY JOE ANUTA

After the longtime pastor 
of Ebenezer Baptist Church in 
Flushing died late last month, his 
funeral Friday served as a som-
bre way to start off Black History 
Month. He was 81. 

The Rev. Timothy Mitch-
ell was not only a religious and 
civic leader in Queens, but also 
involved with the civil rights 
movement and marched with the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
according to his son James Mitch-

BY JOE ANUTA

The nurses at Flushing Hos-
pital have decided not to strike 
after reaching a tentative agree-
ment with the hospital’s manage-
ment this week.

The strike that was sched-
uled for Feb. 7 was called off, and 
the 420 registered nurses instead 
were set to consider a new con-
tract between the New York State 
Nurses Association and the hospi-
tal, which is part of the MediSys 
network.

“A strike is a last resort,” 
said Michelle Green, a labor rep-
resentative. “We were not trying 
to have a strike, we were trying 
to achieve a deal that is fair to the 
nurses and fair to the employer, 
and that is what we believe we 

Continued on Page 17

FESTIVE CELEBRATION

Dragon dancers from the Wan Chi Ming Hung Gar Institute take part in the annual Lunar New Year Parade in Flushing. 
This year is the Year of the Dragon. See coverage on Pages 5, 22. Photo by Christina Santucci

Hospital execs reach 
tentative deal with
members of union
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Lancman plans to run 
for Bob Turner’s seat
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
The Staples store at 

Northern and Parsons bou-
levards in Flushing closed 
for good Saturday , adding 
another vacant retail space 
on the street.

A spokeswoman from 
the international office 
supply store said the clo-
sure was strictly a business 
decision.

“We always evaluate 
our store performance to 
ensure we’re operating the 
business in the best way,” 
said Karen Pevenstein  said 
in a statement.

The store first opened 
in 2006 and employed 
25people, all of whom were 
offered a transfer to work at 
other Staples locations, ac-
cording to Pevenstein.

The retailer has a lo-
cation in College Point and 
Bayside, although Peven-
stein did not specify where 
the employees were offered 
a transfer.

She also pointed out 
that the store closing did 
not mean Staples was in fi-
nancial trouble.

“This store closing is 
not indicative of Staples’ 
overall business nor part of 
a major restructuring pro-
gram,” she said. “We plan 
to open additional stores 
in the U.S. and Canada this 
year.”

Staples earned about 
$6.6 billion in 2010, up just 
a few million from the year 
before, but the retailer’s 
stock has failed to come 
back from the 2008 reces-
sion, according to data from 

NASDAQ.
Just before the reces-

sion, Staples stock was sell-
ing for about $25 per share 
before it fell to $14.44 per 
share in October 2008. Af-
ter rallying back to $25.76 
per share about two years 
ago, it is back down to near 
recession levels in the $15 
range .

The soon-to-be vacant 
store front, which sits on 
a 26,000-square-foot lot, is 
being sold by the Manhat-
tan-based real estate com-
pany Midwood Investment 
& Development, which is 

also hawking another large 
property down the street.

L & L Supermarket 
sits on a slightly smaller, 
22,823-square-foot lot, 
about half the size of a foot-
ball field, and is also up for 
sale.

But Dian Yu, execu-
tive director of the Flush-
ing Business Improvement 
District, said the two lots 
for sale have more to do 
with the economy than the 
downtown area’s economic 
viability.

“I can’t think of any 
correlation between this 

and the development of 
downtown Flushing,” he 
said. “Large chain stores 
can survive downtown.”

Yu cited Best Buy, 
Macy’s, Applebee’s and 
Bob’s Discount Furniture 
in Sky View Center on Col-
lege Point Boulevard as ex-
amples.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Four Con Edison hard 
hats proved themselves to 
be heroes two weeks ago 
when they rescued a wom-
an who was being attacked 
in Bayside.

The day started rou-
tinely for foreman John 
Kane and his crew of me-
chanics John McDowell 
and Michael Santeramo 
and backhoe operator An-
thony Farmighetti.

The four men, who 
have more than 40 years of 
experience with the com-
pany among them, arrived 
to repair a gas leak Jan. 25 
at the corner of 201st Street 
and 42nd Avenue around 
12:30 p.m., and worked 
throughout the day, tearing 
up the street and repairing 
the leak.

It was at about 8 p.m., 
with the bright lights of 
their equipment lighting 
up their worksite, that they 
heard a woman’s scream 
coming from about 20 feet 
away.

“At the time we were 
in-between tasks. The 
street was closed off and 
the area was very well lit,” 
said McDowell, a Rockaway 
Beach resident.

“We heard a scream 
and me and Anthony were 
the first ones to run toward 
it, with Mike and John 
right behind us,” said San-
teramo, who lives on Long 
Island.

The men said that 
when they arrived, they 
saw a woman in her 20s 
with grocery bags thrown 
about who had just been hit 
in her lip and a black man 
about 6 feet tall wearing a 
blue bandana around his 
face, running away.

They said they chased 
him for about 60 feet.

“We all chased him, 
and when we got close I 
guess he knew he was go-
ing to get caught,” said Mc-
Dowell.

The suspect then 
turned around, pointed a 
gun at the crew and threat-

The Staples building on Northern Boulevard near Parsons Boulevard is now for rent after it closed 
Saturday. Photo by Joe Anuta

Northern Blvd. Staples closes
Flushing BID says shuttering not indicative of downtown economy

Con Ed crew thwarts
Bayside robbery try

Con Edison mechanics say they heard a scream while working to 
repair a gas leak in Bayside and ran toward the sound. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 18
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Budget

Bl nds A Style For Every Point of View ™ NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT
TO KEEP YOUR FUTURE

ON TRACK.
Lots of times, changes in life also affect your investments.
That’s why there’s never been a better time to schedule
your free portfolio review. We’ll talk about the changes in
your life, and help you decide whether it makes sense to
revise your investments because of them.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

A portfolio review will help ensure your investments
are keeping pace with your goals. Call your local
financial advisor today.

Robert N Gargiulo,
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.

181-22 Union Turnpike
Flushing, NY 11366
718-969-2606

Mandingo honored for lifetime as community crusader
Bayside Historical Society holds Black History Month tribute for vibrant activist, Renaissance man

BY JOE ANUTA

Activist Mandingo 
Tshaka has probably 
earned his weight in proc-
lamations and awards over 
the years, but the Bayside 
Historical Society, which 
honored him for Black His-
tory Month, thinks he is 
worth every ounce.

“He’s just a magnifi-
cent person,” said Carol 

M a r i a n , 
president 
of the so-
ciety. “He 
lived here 

his whole life and has been 
an activist for community 
preservation and safety.”

The society hosted a 
three-hour tribute at Fort 
Totten Sunday, pointing the 
spotlight on the man who 
used to ride horses through 
rural Bayside as a boy, but 
now at 80 can instead be 

seen riding his trusty mo-
torized cart through the 
neighborhood.

“The flesh is not what 
it was,” he said at the cere-
mony. “But once I start talk-
ing, my spirit is revived.”

Tshaka is not shy 
about talking. His voice 
has played a central role in 
his life.

Tshaka has fought 
overdevelopment in the 
neighborhood not with his 
fists, but by putting pres-
sure on elected officials 
and the city. He vanquished 
drug dealers from Bay-
side by organizing vigils, 
although he did chase a 
few down the street while 
wielding a machete.

“It’s a miracle I’m 
here,” he said with a laugh 
Sunday. “They threw every-
thing at me but firebombs.”

Former state Sen. 
Frank Padavan has known 

Mandingo for 40 years and 
said although he was the 
legislator, he would often 
follow Mandingo to one 
protest or another.

“He was generally 
on the right side of every-

thing,” he said.
Some of his exploits 

have special relevance 
for Black History Month, 
which runs throughout 
February.

In one of his most 

well-known crusades, he 
discovered that a Flushing 
playground was actually 
a 19th-century cemetery 
housing predominately 
African and native Ameri-
cans.

He got the city to re-
name the playground the 
Olde Towne of Flushing 
Burial Ground, but he is 
still fighting to have the 
headstones replaced and 
the area treated as hal-
lowed ground.

With the help of U.S. 
Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-
Bayside), Tshaka recently 
helped recognize the role 
that African Americans 
played in constructing the 
Capitol Building in Wash-
ington, D.C.

He got his voice out 
to the community in other 
ways.

Not many honorees 
can provide their own en-

tertainment, but Sunday 
Tshaka serenaded the 
roughly 100 people gath-
ered in the Fort Totten Offi-
cers’ Club with his velvety 
timbre.

Mandingo, whose pipes 
were heard on Broadway 
and as a member of the Ink 
Spots in his heyday, stood 
by a piano in his smart 
white dinner jacket and 
black pants with a giant 
crucifix around his neck 
and microphone in hand.

Friends would come 
up to accompany him on 
the piano, some using sheet 
music, others not.

After each song the 
crowd would cheer and ev-
er-so-slightly twist his arm 
into another encore.

Tshaka has never been 
one to ignore the requests 
of the community.

Mandingo Tshaka leans on the piano to sing as he is accompanied 
by Shirley Petet during a ceremony to honor Tshaka as part of 
Black History Month. Photo by Joe Anuta

BLACK 
HISTORY
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Former City Councilman Archie Spigner (r.) blasts the state task 
force redistricting plan as Jamaica NAACP head Leroy Gadsden (l.) 
and NAACP members look on. Photo by Howard Koplowitz

New lines lambasted 
for state offi ce seats
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Civic groups, residents 
and community-based as-
sociations from across the 
borough lashed out Tuesday 
at the task force that pro-
posed new district lines for 
state offices during a public 
hearing on the body’s plan 
at Borough Hall.

When the lines for 
state Senate and state As-
sembly seats were unveiled 
last week, the drawn dis-
tricts were widely criti-
cized across the borough 
and viewed as breaking up 
communities and gerry-
mandering the districts to 
suit elected officials.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
indicated he would veto 
any redistricting plan that 
was not drafted by an inde-
pendent commission.

Every 10 years the 
districts are redrawn to ac-
count for population chang-
es recorded in the census.

The proposed lines, if 
enacted, would force Sens. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
and Toby Stavisky (D-
Whitestone) to run against 
each other in a primary 
in northeast Queens and 
Sens. Michael Gianaris (D-

Astoria) and Jose Peralta 
(D-Corona) would also face 
off in western Queens.

Ali Najmi, an attorney 
and community organizer 
with SEVA, a group that is 
active in Richmond Hill and 
eastern Queens, criticized 
the task force for breaking 
up communities in testimo-
ny at the hearing.

Najmi said all of Rich-
mond Hill has enough 
population for one Assem-
bly district and Glen Oaks, 
New Hyde Park, Floral 
Park, Bellerose and Queens 
Village “continue to be ger-
rymandered by three As-
sembly districts.”

He said the maps pre-
sented by the task force 
have caused “an unprec-
edented level of resentment 
towards the political pro-
cess.

“All of you should be 
exiled to New Jersey,” Na-
jmi said.

James Hong, civic 
participation coordinator 
for the Minkwon Center 
for Community Action 
in Flushing, commended 
the task force for creating 
an Asian majority Senate 
district but said he was 

Ackerman eyes more of boro
Congressman expects Queens to be larger part of redrawn district

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
 U.S. Rep. Gary Acker-

man (D-Bayside) said he 
believes that when the state 
legislative task force on 
reapportionment   releases 
its congressional district 
maps, his will contain 
more of Queens while the 
district held by his newest 
colleague, Rep. Bob Turner 
(R-Middle Village), may be 
eliminated.

“No matter how they 
draw it, I’m going to run 
in the district,” the 15-term 
congressman said during a 
meeting with reporters and 
editors of the TimesLedger 
Newspapers two weeks ago. 
“I suspect it will have more 
of Queens.”

Currently, Ackerman’s 
5th District stretches from 
Corona in the west into 
Nassau County 
in the east, and 
from Jamaica 
Estates in the south up into 
the waters of Long Island 
Sound.

According to the Leg-
islative Task Force on De-
mographic Research and 
Reapportionment , each 

congressional district will 
grow by about 60,000 peo-
ple, and due to a slow rate 
of population growth rela-

tive to other 
states, New 
York will lose 

two congressional seats. It 
has been widely speculated 
that one of those seats will 
come from New York City.

“In the end, what has 
to happen is the Democrats 
have to say, ‘We’re willing 

to give up this seat,’ and the 
Republicans have to name 
the seat that they’re will-
ing to give up,” Ackerman 
said.

“The Republicans 
have to pick somebody, and 
they’re not going to pick Pe-
ter King,” he continued, re-
ferring to the longtime Nas-
sau County congressman. 
The only vulnerable down-
state Republican seats are 
those held by Reps. Michael 

Grimm (Staten Island), Nan 
Hayworth (Westchester) 
and Turner, each of whom 
is serving in his or her first 
term.

Ackerman said “tra-
ditionally, usually it’s the 
people that are freshman” 
whose seats are eliminat-
ed.

Aside from granting 
a member of Congress the 
sense of security that his 

U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman discusses reapportionment, congressional collegiality and the Iranian nu-
clear program during a conversation at TimesLedger Newspapers’ office. Photo by Christina Santucci

No teacher layoffs in Bloomy’s budget
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg unveiled last 
Thursday his $68.7 billion 
budget — a spending plan 
that has no tax increases or 
calls for teachers and uni-
formed city workers to lose 
their jobs.

Bloomberg said “defi-
cit closing actions” the city 
has undertaken in the last 
five years led to $6 billion 
in savings that was used to 
fund this year’s budget.

“Cities across the 
country have struggled to 
keep their heads above wa-
ter — laying off teachers, 
police officers or firefight-
ers with a few even having 
to declare bankruptcy,” the 

mayor said. “We’ve avoided 
these painful steps because 
we spent years planning 
ahead, made government 
more efficient and saved for 

a rainy day.”
At a news conference 

after his presentation, 
Bloomberg said no teachers 
or uniformed city employ-

ees would be laid off “un-
less something dramatic 
happens.”

But the mayor said he 
did not foresee anything 
happening.

The budget, which is 
only a proposal and needs 
to be approved by the City 
Council, includes cuts to 
almost every city service 
except education, where 
Bloomberg proposes a bud-
get increase.

Bloomberg’s plan sets 
the city’s spending for the 
upcoming fiscal year that 
begins July 1.

“Nobody should think 
we’re out of the woodwork, 
but on the other hand, no-
body should think that we 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg presents his budget plan for the upcom-
ing fiscal year. Photo courtesy mayor’s office

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46
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Continued on Page 46
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5Flushing Lunar parade draws huge crowd
Queens celebrates Year of the Dragon with traditional lion and dragon dances, confetti, Mr. Met

BY JOE ANUTA

 The ghosts of ancient Chi-
nese history marched arm-in-arm 
with Mr. Met during Saturday’s 
massive Lunar New Year Parade 
in downtown Flushing, exempli-
fying a neighborhood that keeps a 
tight hold on tradition while wel-
coming the rest of the borough 
with open arms.

In the heart of downtown, 
where Main Street intersects 
Roosevelt Avenue and Kissena 
Boulevard, NYPD officers had to 
push back a bulging crowd who 
came out for the unseasonable, 
and some would say propitious, 
February day.

“I hope the New Year is like 
the weather,” said City Council-
man Peter Koo (D-Flushing), 
referring to the sunny skies and 
nearly 50-degree air.

The parade route along Union 
and Main streets drew onlookers 
of all ages, like children clutch-
ing balloons or a man in a cook’s 
uniform who emerged from a res-
taurant to smoke a cigarette and 
catch some of the floats.

A float from the Taiwan 
Center featured three San Tai Zi 
gods, larger-than-life men in ar-
mor who symbolize good fortune 
in Taiwanese folklore.

Others housed candy-throw-
ing well-wishers, dancers in tradi-
tional Chinese dresses or women 
yelling “Happy New Year!” into 
microphones.

At times there was a lull 
between the floats, and confetti 
blew across an uncharacteristi-
cally empty Main Street as if a 
circus-themed apocalypse had 
taken place.

Then suddenly a group bang-
ing drums and cymbals would 
round the corner, beating life 
back into the parade.

The Korean Traditional Mu-
sic and Dance Institute performed 
Poongmul Nori, a musical perfor-
mance involving drums, to bring 
good luck for the New Year.

Many of the young danc-
ers and drummers were born in 
America, but according to their 
teacher Hosun Kang, needed to 
learn the importance of Korean 
culture as well — a dual history 

that exists for many immigrants 
in Queens.

Nelson Chan was dressed as 
the Chinese god of fortune. Sport-
ing an elegantly long, but fake 
black mustache and a billowing 
red robe, he held up scrolls bear-
ing lucky phrases for the Year of 
the Dragon, the most auspicious 
animal of the 12 signs of the Chi-
nese zodiac, according to many in 
the community.

About 65 groups participated 
in the event, and many like Fran-
cis Lewis High School exempli-
fied the parade organizers’ efforts 
to include organizations outside 
of the Asian community.

Naturally, Mr. Met was there 
as well, waving to the excited 
masses from the sunroof of a car.

But the most eye-catching 
feature of the procession — at 
least according to a survey of 
youngsters — was the dancing li-
ons and dragons.

The longest lions and drag-
ons were made up of nearly 10 
people, but the smallest was only 
a couple of feet tall, an oversized 

Chuck Chan (l.-r.) helps his 4-year-old son Adrian march the entire length of the 
parade inside a lion’s head, as his wife Maggie, with the help of their 2-year-old 
son, brings up the rear. More photos on Page 22. Photo by Christina Santucci

Crowley, Maloney blast bill 
that would sap MTA of funds

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Congressional mem-
bers, transit officials and 
labor leaders have raised 
an alarm about proposed 
Republican legislation that 
would end automatic fed-
eral transportation money 
and leave New York City’s 
transit system in jeopardy.

“This is a bill aimed 
like a dagger at the heart 
of cities and suburban ar-
eas,” said U.S. Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler (D-Manhattan) at a 
news conference at Grand 
Central Terminal Monday.

“What the Republi-
cans are trying to do would 
cost New York City $1.7 
billion,” warned U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights). “Quite liter-

ally, this will massacre our 
mass transit system.” 

Since President Ronald 
Reagan signed legislation 

more than 30 years ago, the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority and other 

U.S. Rep. Charles Rangel speaks during a news conference to de-
nounce a plan to stop automatic grants for the MTA. Rangel is sur-
rounded by (l.-r.) U.S. Reps. Joseph Crowley and Carolyn Maloney, 
MTA Chair Joseph Lhota and U.S. Rep. Jerrold Nadler. 

Photo by Phil Newman

Continued on Page 46
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BY JOE ANUTA

State Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) plans to run for 
the congressional seat cur-
rently held by U.S. Rep. Bob 
Turner (R-Middle Village) 
in the upcoming 2012 elec-
tions, he said Tuesday af-
ternoon.

Lancman filed paper-
work with the Federal Elec-
tion Commission to begin 
an exploratory committee, 
which would investigate 
the feasibility of a congres-
sional run.

“The voters deserve a 
sharp contrast in terms of 
choice, and they are going 
to have that,” he said in an 

interview with TimesLedg-
er Newspapers.

Lancman had ex-
pressed a desire to run for 
the seat last year in a spe-
cial election that was held 
after Anthony Weiner re-
signed from the post amid a 
sexting scandal.

There were no prima-
ries, and instead of Lanc-
man the Queens Demo-
cratic Party picked state 
Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Little Neck) to op-
pose Turner.

Weprin ultimately lost, 
but Lancman, careful not to 
compare himself with his 
fellow assemblyman, said 
the race itself will be differ-
ent this time around.

“I would say in the spe-
cial election in September 
the voters were looking to 
send a message, but in No-
vember voters will be look-
ing to send a congressman 
to Washington,” he said.

Lancman has been a 
vocal critic of the Repub-
lican congressman’s per-
formance. He has gone out 
of his way to blast Turner 
for his positions on guns, 
unions and Israeli policy 
and an agreement he signed 
pledging not to raise taxes.

“Bob Turner is my con-
gressman,” he said. “And I 
don’t expect my congress-
man to say U.S. Rep. John 
Boehner [R-Ohio] is the guy 

Lancman will run in 2012 
for U.S. Rep. Turner’s seat
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6 Fresh Direct uplifting roots from Queens for the Bronx
In bid to prevent LIC online grocer from heading to Garden State, NY offers incentives to keep biz in city

BY REBECCA HENELY

While online grocer Fresh 
Direct decided not to set up shop 
in the Garden State, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo announced the Long Is-
land City-grown business would 
be moving to the Bronx.

“I’m disappointed they 
couldn’t find a way to stay in 
Long Island City, but I’m glad that 
we kept them in New York City,” 
said state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria).

Fresh Direct’s home base, 
which employs 2,000 people, is 
at 23-30 Borden Ave. but it deliv-
ers groceries and caters to places 
throughout Queens, Manhattan 
and Brooklyn through its website 
at freshdirect.com.

Cuomo announced Fresh 
Direct would be spending $112.6 
million on a 500,000-square-foot 
facility on the Harlem River Rail 
Yards in the Bronx. The move is 
expected to create 1,000 new per-

manent jobs at Fresh Direct, as 
well as 684 construction jobs. It 
will also allow the company to ex-
pand services to places through-
out New Jersey, Connecticut and 
Philadelphia.

“Fresh Direct is a home-
grown success that will now con-
tinue to grow and create jobs in 
New York,” Cuomo said in a state-
ment.

The company had previously 
applied for New Jersey’s Urban 
Transit Hub Tax Credit program 
in November. To woo Fresh Di-
rect to stay in the state, New York 
offered the company multiple tax 
credits, benefits and grants from 

the state, city, the Bronx and the 
Bronx Overall Economic Devel-
opment Corp. adding up to more 
than $100 million.

“Making sure that compa-
nies like Fresh Direct can grow 
and invest in New York City is a 
key part of our strategy to rebuild 
and diversify our economy,” May-
or Michael Bloomberg said in a 
statement. “A thousand new jobs 
at the Harlem River Yards is great 
news for the Bronx and a welcome 
boost to our city’s economy.”

Gianaris said it was a testa-
ment to Fresh Direct’s success 
that it outgrew the Borden Ave-
nue location. Fresh Direct has op-
erated in Long Island City since 
1999.

“Hopefully, we’ll be able to 
fill that place with another job 
creator,” he said.

Reach reporter Rebecca Hene-
ly by e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4564.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced Long Island City’s Fresh Direct would be moving 
to the Bronx.

Fresh Direct is 
a home-grown 

success.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo

Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations of New Yorkers the freshest milk in the city.
Every day, we transport milk direct from upstate New York farms to our
plant in Queens. We pasteurize the milk,
package it in half pint cartons, and deliver
it to every New York City public school.

When kids go to school, we ensure they’re
given a nutritious lunch time drink option.
We know healthy kids mean better
learning, and Elmhurst Dairy is committed
to providing New York City’s 1.1 million
school children with a healthy choice.

Elmhurst Dairy – the feelgood
choice that’s also fresh!

7185263442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

Local Milk for Local Schools.
The Healthy Choice.

Buy local.
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BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
Changing a few words 

made a big difference on 
state voters’ opinion of the 
plan to build the country’s 
largest convention center 
adjacent to the Aqueduct 
racino.

When the question was 
first posed by Siena College 
in January, only 38 percent 
of those polled supported 
the project.

But the respondents 
were not told that Genting, 
the operator of the racino, 
would be footing the bill for 
the center, which led them 
to believe the state was pay-
ing for the project.

A Siena poll released 
Monday showed 61 percent 
are in favor of the conven-
tion center and only a third 
oppose it.

In the latest poll, vot-
ers were told the project 
would be completely paid 
for by Genting.

When asked if the dif-
ference in how the ques-
tion was phrased is what 
accounted for the change 
in opinion, Siena pollster 
Steve Greenberg said “ab-
solutely.

“We pointed that out,” 
he said, referring to the 
change in phrasing of the 
question.

The convention center, 
which Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
said in his State of the State 
address would be the na-
tion’s biggest, has the sup-
port of every segment of the 

population polled by Siena 
except Jews, among whom 
46 percent like the idea and 
47 percent are against it.

Of the more than doz-
en demographics polled, 
young people support the 
project the most with 72 
percent approval but 27 
percent are not in favor of 
the plan.

Seven in 10 Latinos 
support the center — the 
most of the three racial 
groups documented in the 
poll — while only a quar-
ter oppose the convention 
center.

More than two-thirds 
of blacks support the cen-
ter with 26 against it and 59 
percent of whites like the 
idea while 36 percent are 
opposed.

Suburban New York-
ers support the convention 
center at 65 percent, while 
62 percent of city residents 
and 57 percent of upstaters 
support it.

More men than women 
— 57 percent to 56 percent 
— are in favor of the con-
vention center, which is 
expected to bring in thou-
sands of jobs to Queens.

Political moderates (64 
percent) are more in favor 
of the center than conserva-
tives (59 percent) or liberals 
(57 percent).

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

61% of voters now back new convention center: Poll

Whitestone civic offers 
discount biz cards

The Welcome to Whitestone Commercial and 
Residential Civic Association partnered with a host 
of businesses around northeast Queens to offer a dis-
count card to its members.

Card-carrying civic members can then get 
deals when they patronize the mom-and-pop shops 
that populate the area.

According to the civic’s founder, Devon 
O’Connor, it is a way for local businesses to give 
back to the community.

But to obtain a card, one must be a member of 
the civic association.

After Siena College rephrased 
the question, state vot-
ers turned in favor of build-
ing a convention center 
at the Aqueduct racino. 

Rendering courtesy Genting
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

POLICE 

Blotter
FLUSHING — Police were seek-

ing the public’s assistance in locating 
a woman who disappeared last Thurs-
day.

Myung Chung, 58, was last seen 
inside of her resident at 140-40 Sanford 
Ave. at about 11 a.m., the NYPD said.

She was wearing a yellow jump-
suit, a dark brown leather jacket and 
sneakers.

She is about 5 feet, 6 inches tall 
and weighs about 120 pounds.

Those with information should 
contact NYPD’s Crimestoppers by 
calling 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), visiting 
its website at nypdcrimestoppers.com 
or texting 274637 (CRIMES) and enter-
ing TIP577.

POMONOK — Police used bank re-
cords and video surveillance to arrest a 
teenager they said deposited a stollen check 
and then withdraw the ill-gotten cash from 
an ATM.

According to a criminal complaint 
filed in Queens Criminal Court, 17-year 
old Malik Gilkes, of 154-05 71st Ave. in 
Flushing, made off with personal checks 
when he allegedly robbed a man of his wal-
let around 6 p.m. Jan 14. near the corner of 
65th Avenue and 160th Street.

A video surveillance tape obtained by 
a 107th Precinct detective from the Capi-
tal One Bank, on Parsons Boulevard in 
Kew Gardens Hills, allegedly shows Gil-
kes making an ATM deposit Jan. 16. Bank 
records confirmed the amount of $15,000 
was withdrawn from the robbery victim’s 

personal checking account and deposited 
into the Capital One account belonging to 
Kathryn Delatorre, according to the crimi-
nal complaint.

The detective also obtained another 
surveillance tape which allegedly shows 
Gilkes using an ATM at the nearby Astoria 
Federal Savings Bank on Kissena Boule-
vard later that day. According to the crimi-
nal complaint, bank records confirmed 
$500 was withdrawn from Delatorre’s ac-
count.

Gilkes was arraigned on charges of 
attempted grand larceny, criminal posses-
sion of stolen property, criminal possession 
of a forged instrument and petit larceny, 
for which he would be required to submit a 
DNA sample if found guilty.

Gilkes is next due in court Feb. 27.

Teen deposited, withdrew stolen money: Police

MYUNG CHUNG
Photo courtesy NYPD

NYPD seeking help in finding Flushing woman

FRESH MEADOWS — Police were 
searching for the driver of a stolen white 
Ford Thunderbird found parked last Thurs-
day with a broken rear passenger window 
on 58th Avenue near 190th Street. 

Police said the car was stolen near 
the intersection of 197th Street and 69th 
Avenue in the 107th Precinct, based on 
Parsons Boulevard, and the driver is sus-
pected of stealing a woman’s purse. It was 
not known how the car ended up across the 
Long Island Expressway in the 111th Pre-
cinct, based in Bayside.

A police helicopter was searching for 
the driver of the car last Thursday after it 
was found abandoned on the street.

Stolen Thunderbird abandoned in Fresh Meadows

Police search for the driver of a stolen car who 
was also suspected of robbing a woman’s purse. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

122-16 15th Ave. College Point NY 11356
(718) 321-0980 F: (718) 321-0981

www.rctperformance.com

Mention this 
ad to receive a 

$20.00
Discount on your
wheel alignment!!!
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Icelandic superstar Björk’s new 
album “Biophilia” overflows with a 
high-tech fusion of surprising melo-
dies and instrumentals. Her perfor-
mances are colorful, audio-visual, 
multimedia experiences, where dif-
ferent facets of science and technol-
ogy combine to push the bounds of 
creative musical expression with an 
eclectic mix of rock, jazz, folk, elec-
tronic, dance and classical genres.

Taking New York City and the 
United States by storm, Björk’s pre-
miere extravaganza performance Fri-
day kicked off a series of shows run-
ning 10 nights through Feb. 18, at the 
New York Hall of Science in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. She wowed 
600-plus fans, playing to a full house, 
in the intimate setting of the Great 
Hall, where no audience member sat 
more than a few yards from the stage.

A lifelong fascination with sci-
ence fueled the avant-pop singer-song-
writer’s desire to write lyrics inspired 
by scientific themes, such as DNA, 
viruses, dark matter and cosmology. 
Each performance features 10 tunes 
exploring “romantic” relationships 
between musical structures and natu-
ral phenomena — from the atomic to 
the cosmic.

Described as the world’s “first 
app album” — released in collabora-
tion with Apple — Björk has described 
“Biophilia” as a multimedia collection 
“encompassing music, apps, Internet, 
installations and live shows.”

An award-winning, 24-piece 
Icelandic female choir brings a ca-
thedral-like ambience to “Biophilia” 
shows, accompanied by unique musi-
cal instruments created by an Icelan-
dic organ builder and a Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology Media 
Lab graduate.

There are four, 10-foot pendulum-
harps that swing and resonate, creat-
ing musical notes. So essentially grav-
ity is one of the “musicians,” along 
with a percussionist, keyboardist and 
harpist. Visuals from the Biophilia 
Apps complete the mind-boggling pre-
sentations.

Musicology Related to Nature 
and Science

A three-week long Biophilia 
Education Series, featuring interac-
tive science/music workshops mir-
roring Björk’s works, began Monday 
at the Hall of Science. There, 50 local 
middle-schoolers participated in dem-
onstrations and hands-on activities 
led by instructors, exploring the sci-

entific themes in Biophilia. They also 
learn to use Biophilia Apps as tools 
for music composition.

“Björk was aware we were devel-
oping interactive ways to get kids ex-
cited about science, so she approached 
us and said, ‘I have this suite of apps 
— a series of resources for kids,’” said 
Dan Wempa, vice president of exter-
nal affairs for the Hall of Science. “We 
wanted to find a way to work together 
and establish a partnership, so that’s 
how all this came together.”

Margaret Honey, president and 
chief executive officer of the Hall of 
Science, said, “We are always look-
ing for ways to engage children and 
motivate them to learn about science. 
Björk has conceived of a thoughtful, 
engaging way to use her music as a 
medium, not just for teaching about 
melody and composition, but about 
science and nature, too.”

All of Björk’s performances in 
New York City sold out within min-
utes of going on sale, according to a 
release. She will perform at the Hall 
of Science Feb. 9, 12, 15 and 18 at 8:30 
p.m. and at the Roseland Ballroom on 
Feb. 22, 25 and 28 and March 2.

Learn more about her project 
with the New York Hall of Science, at 
47-01 111th St., at nysci.org.

Crowd cheers star’s 
inspiring comeback

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Justin Thompson has 
shown exemplary strength 
and courage under the most 
difficult of circumstances.

That was not going to 
change, as his father Don-
ald pushed his wheelchair 
to center court at Archbish-
op Molloy’s Jack Curran 
Gymnasium.

“His courage and his 
positive attitude have been 
what’s helped keep us go-
ing,” Donald Thompson 
said. “The way Justin has 
been strong and not break-
ing down, you can’t go in 
and break down. It defeats 
the purpose.”

As Justin Thompson, 
paralyzed from the waist 
down, got a standing ova-
tion from a packed house, 
he simply flashed his sig-
nature smile and put his 
finger in the air. The crowd 
chanted “Justin Thomp-
son” on the night dedicated 
to the soccer and basketball 
standout before the boys’ 
hoops team’s game against 
Fordham Prep Friday. He 
sat with more than 20 mem-
bers of his family in a spe-
cial section near the stage.

“That was the idea,” 
Justin Thompson, who 
admitted to being ner-
vous, said of his subdued 
response. “I’m glad every-
thing looked like that. I 
don’t want people feeling 
bad for me. Eventually I’m 
going to be back on my feet. 
It’s still looking good. With 
these types of injuries it’s 
really early.”

He was shot in the 

back on Oct. 21, 2011, leav-
ing a party with friends in 
Cambria Heights . It was 
thought to be a gang-relat-
ed shooting and that Justin 
Thompson, a model stu-
dent, was not the intended 
target. Friday was his first 
day back in the school since 
then.  Police said Monday 
no arrests had been made 
in the case.

“It showed him even 
when he comes back to the 
school, we will be there for 
him,” girls’ soccer star Vic-
toria Antonino said. “The 
support from Molloy is nev-
er going to go away.”

The help from the 
school has been overwhelm-
ing and ever-present, ac-
cording to Donald Thomp-
son. Alumni had raised 
more than $30,000 as of Fri-
day night along with $7,800 
from a mission collection 
at the school, according to 
alumni development direc-
tor Craig Katinas.

“The kid just has a 
good spirit, good char-
acter,” legendary Molloy 
Coach Jack Curran said. 
“He is going to fight this 
thing right through.”

The money collected at 
the door against the Rams 
went to Thompson. People 
could purchase raffle tick-
ets, T-shirts and bracelets. 
Players from the boys’ soc-
cer team walked around 
with donation boxes and 
the girls’ squad had a bake 
sale in the cafeteria. People 
looking to donate can con-
tact the school’s guidance 
office.

Björk dazzles fans in Qns.
High-tech artistic performances promote new album, ‘Biophilia’

Björk performs at 
the New York Hall of 
Science in Corona. 

Photo by Julieta Cervantes

Justin Thompson (c.) is wheeled onto the court by his father 
Donald and mother Majorie as his family applauds for him. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Move to put all power lines underground

O
ver the last few 
years, we have ex-
perienced tornados, 
snow and ice storms, 

hurricanes and major 
rain storms. During these 
events, power is often lost 
and power lines are down, 
making roads impassable 
and walking treacherous.

Sometimes injuries 
and fatalities result. The 
problems are acute dur-
ing the time we experience 
them, but we should be 
considering long-term solu-
tions to these issues during 
non-emergency times.

I believe the time has 
come to consider putting all 
power lines underground. 
Many elected officials have 
recommended this be done. 
It would cut down on the 
loss of electric, telephone 
and cable service; reduce 
safety hazards; eliminate 
the need to severely prune 
trees to prevent branches 
from touching wires; and 
raise property values due 
to more aesthetically pleas-
ing-looking neighborhoods.

Granted, this is an ex-
tensive and expensive proj-
ect, especially during these 

difficult economic times. A 
project of this magnitude 
would take years to com-
plete and would have to 
be done in stages, but the 
eventual benefits derived 
would be substantial.

What has been sug-
gested is that during street 
reconstruction projects, 
when new water mains and 
gas lines are laid, why not 
put pipes down to enable 
power lines to be placed un-
derground? This would cut 
down on overall expenses 
and alleviate some of the 
inconvenience to residents 

if this work were done 
when the ground had to be 
opened anyway for other 
infrastructure work.

We need to look for-
ward into the new century 
at more progressive solu-
tions to current problems 
— solutions that are in the 
public interest and econom-
ically and environmentally 
responsible.

Henry Euler
Bayside

FAIRNESS A STRANGER 
AT CB 7

Hiding behind the letter of the law, Community 
Board 7 has unanimously refused to grant a waiver to 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to build 
a two-story church in Queens.

The Mormons need three variances to exceed lo-
cal zoning laws to build its church on 33rd Avenue. The 
board turned down the Mormons’ request without cit-
ing any proof the church would have a negative impact 
on Flushing.

The request will now go to Borough President 
Helen Marshall before landing on the desk of the city 
Board of Standards and Appeals, which has the final 
say.

At one point in a heated debate that lasted past 
11 p.m., board member Nicholas Miglino took off the 
mask of impartiality and said, “You’re going to lose 
heavily here!”

He was reprimanded by the chairman for not fol-
lowing protocol. It became clear that rejection of this 
non-traditional church was a foregone conclusion.

There are 11 LDS churches in Queens and none of 
them have caused a problem for families living near-
by. The proposed church would replace another LDS 
church a few blocks away on Sanford Avenue that has 
grown too small for its congregation. Bishop John Wu 
said the “programmatic needs” require a second floor.

One board member argued that granting the vari-
ances would establish a “precedent.” The precedent 
should be that the board examines each appeal on its 
merits. It was clear from the debate that the board did 
not do that.

This comes on the heels of a decision by the board 
last month to deny a Korean American permission to 
build a spa in the College Point Corporate Park. In this 
case, the borough president also rejected the spa, citing 
potential traffic congestion.

The community boards and Marshall should en-
courage Queens development. Unless an organization 
is likely to disrupt or change a neighborhood’s charac-
ter, they should be willing to work with developers to 
resolve minor issues and not just act as a roadblock.

Unless the board can show that the other LDS 
churches have not been good neighbors or that the 
variances will have a negative impact on Flushing, 
Marshall and the BSA should reverse the CB 7’s deci-
sion.
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T
he article “Queens-
borough Bridge ac-
cident driver sues 
city” (Astoria Times, 

Dec. 15-21) contained excel-
lent reporting, but I wish to 
bring up a few points.

The two plaques over 
the upper roadway of the 
Queensboro Bridge read 
exactly that — “Queens-
boro Bridge.” As a histo-
rian and a Queens resident, 
it troubles me to say “Ed 
Koch-Queensboro Bridge,” 
although that is the bridge’s 
correct name.

The mighty cantilever 
bridge from Manhattan to 
Queens, spanning the East 
River and Roosevelt Island, 
opened March 30, 1909. The 
7,449-foot bridge was and is 
an engineering marvel. All 
signage directing vehicles, 
bicycles or pedestrians to 
the bridge reads “Queens-
boro Bridge” or “Ed Koch-
Queensboro Bridge.”

There is also the “59th 
Street Bridge” name, a col-
loquial name used by many 
Manhattan and Queens res-
idents. Longtime Queens 
residents I know have al-
ways called it the “59th 
Street Bridge.” Queens-
raised Paul Simon and Art 
Garfunkel did not exactly 
clarify the issue with their 

1966 hit song “The 59th 
Street Bridge Song (Feelin’ 
Groovy)”.

Conversely, there is 
Queensborough Commu-
nity College in Bayside, 
the Queensborough Pres-
ervation League and the 
Queensborough Bridge in 
New Westminster, British 
Columbia, Canada. Addi-
tionally, we have the com-
munity of Queensboro Hill 
and many other usages 
ending with and without 
“ugh.”

There is the elevated, 
four-track Queensboro Pla-
za as opposed to the street 
level Queens Plaza. Queens 
Plaza, formerly Bridge Pla-
za, is a massive transit hub 
and business center above 
the subterranean Queens 
Plaza subway station. Both 
the elevated and subway 
trains are part of the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority’s subway sys-
tem.

Some websites use 
“Queensborough Bridge” 
as a search term for our city 
bridge. This spelling is and 
always was incorrect for it. 
This is a spelling issue and 
a common usage issue.

New York’s native 
American and Dutch resi-
dents have had a hand in 

local place names — for 
example: Manahatta (Man-
hattan), Canarsee (Canar-
sie), Breukelen (Brooklyn) 
and Vlissingen (Flushing).

In my research over 
the past nine years, I have 
found differing names and 
spellings of names of the 
majority of sections of Long 
Island City.

Hell Gate in the East 
River has had three differ-
ent names and more than 
10 spellings. There were 
at least six names to Long 
Island City’s neighbor, 
Roosevelt Island. We at the 
Greater Astoria Historical 
Society pride ourselves in 
gathering and sharing ac-
curate, actual history.

Yes, we have made 
some errors factually, but 
that is part of the learn-
ing process and we try to 
minimize and eliminate 
factual and spelling errors. 
Of course, any spellings or 
misspellings found within 
primary sources or period 
quotations should remain 
that way.

Other local spelling 
pitfalls include “Tribor-
ough Bridge” — since 2008, 
the “Robert F. Kennedy 
Bridge” — is spelled “Tri-
boro” on Grand Central 
Parkway signage and in 

other places. “Hallett” is 
how the family and history 
have spelled it; the modern 
is now “Hallets,” as in “Hal-
lets Cove.”

“Hellegat,” meaning 
“bright” or “beautiful pas-
sage” in Dutch, was later 
Anglicized into “Hell Gate” 
after the British takeover 
of New Amsterdam in 1664. 
Hell Gate’s historic tidal 
treachery and its naviga-
tion-hindering rocks and 
reefs had made the name 
Hell Gate quite appropriate. 
I have found about 10 differ-
ent spellings of the place in 
our research.

Regarding places like 
Hunter’s Point, are the 
possessive apostrophes 
necessary? These places 
are no longer owned by 
their namesakes, like Cor-
lear’s Hook, Ward’s Island, 
Powell’s Cove, Pugsley’s 
Creek, etc. The modern 
spellings should drop the 
apostrophes since the city 
now owns these places. 
Here, still, contradictions 
abound.

Hyphens have also 
come, gone and reappeared 
in certain circumstances. 
The Astoria Times article 
has it as “Queensborough 
Bridge” in the article 
headline but as “Ed Koch-

Queensboro Bridge,” with 
a hyphen, in the first para-
graph.

This is the first time 
I am seeing it hyphen-
ated. Other local hyphen 
issues involve the Queens-
Midtown Tunnel — often 
hyphenated but not by its 
operator, MTA Bridges and 
Tunnels. The Brooklyn-
Battery Tunnel, the Bronx-
Whitestone Bridge, the 
Verrazano-Narrows Bridge 
and the Marine Parkway-
Gil Hodges Memorial 
Bridge are with and with-
out. I guess the structure or 
facility operator has final 
say.

Be careful of the pit-
falls Long Island City, 
with written history going 
back to at least the early 
1640s, gives us. There is no 
protocol or list of rules es-
tablished for area names, 
plurals, hyphens and apos-
trophe usage.

Who is to say what 
is right? Property barons 
sometimes change area 
names to disassociate their 
new developments from 
the history and legacy of 
existing areas. What about 
fanciful and anti-historical 
place or neighborhood re-
namings, like Two Coves 
or Queens West?

I remain confident in 
the following spellings: 
Queensboro (Bridge), 
Queensborough (Commu-
nity College), the Queens 
Borough Public Library, 
the Queens borough presi-
dent and Queens Borough 
Hall. Other proper spell-
ings include “Triborough,” 
as in the authority, but oth-
ers use “Triboro” for their 
groups, businesses, etc., 
and “Hunters Point,” “Hell 
Gate” and “Wards Island,” 
to name some prominent 
areas and structures.

Here I only scratch the 
surface of the issue of cor-
rectly spelling Long Island 
City and area place names. 
I commend the Astoria 
Times’ efforts in bring-
ing factual information to 
readers and understand 
that newspaper deadlines 
sometimes inhibit detailed 
historical research and 
fact-checking.

Richard Melnick
Trustee

Greater Astoria Historical 
Society

Long Island City

Proper spelling of boro place names never conventional

Plaza will help boro biz

I 
read the reports that 
there is opposition from 
merchants to the Jack-
son Heights pedestrian 

plaza that was established 
last fall on 37th Road be-
tween 73rd and 74th streets. 
Some of the opposition 
claims that the loss of park-
ing spaces has hurt busi-
ness in the area.

I think the traffic jams 
that existed there before 
the establishment of the 
plaza may not have only 

caused accidents, but also 
hurt business.

If the business people 
wait until better weather 
comes along and then pub-
licize the wonderful conve-
nience of the plaza, busi-
ness will not only increase 
but more people will find 
the area a wonderful place 
to hang out and shop.

L.D. Clepper Jr.
Jackson Heights

State must change condo, co-op assessments

F
or co-op and condo 
residents, the real 
property tax assess-
ment rolls have be-

come a tax roller coaster. 
Some eastern Queens co-
ops are facing 50 percent 
increases in assessed value 
this year, at a time when 
market values are essen-
tially flat.

Unfortunately, the 
recent release of real prop-
erty tax assessments by 
the city Department of Fi-
nance indicates that DOF 
is still not living up to its 
responsibility to tax in a 
fair and consistent man-

ner. The recurrence of this 
problem for a second year 
underscores the desperate 
need for permanent reform 
of the state’s real property 
tax law.

DOF does not seem to 
have a reasonable, trans-
parent, predictable method 
of assessing real property 
values for co-ops and con-
dos. Last year, Queens co-
ops and condos faced inex-
plicable and unexpected 
assessment increases.

After my colleagues 
in the City Council Co-op 
Condo Caucus and I joined 
with community and co-

op leaders to protest the 
outrageous tax hikes, DOF 
agreed to cap the increases. 
Now, this year’s assess-
ments are almost as objec-
tionable and unfounded as 
last year’s.

Unfortunately, the law 
does not permit DOF to 
assess co-ops in a predict-
able manner, as it does for 
single-family homes and 
rental buildings. Instead, 
DOF values co-ops by com-
paring them to rentals, a 
process exacerbated when 
DOF’s computer system se-
lects inappropriate compa-
rables.

Following the 2011 fias-
co surrounding this issue, 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan), the 
Council and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg agreed to create 
a plan to submit to the state 
Legislature to fix the co-op 
and condo real property tax 
system once and for all.

It is imperative that 
the state change the way 
co-ops and condos are as-
sessed. Relief cannot come 
a moment too soon.

Mark Weprin
City Councilman

(D-Oakland Gardens)
Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/timesledger
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T
his was a rather 
slow week, or at 
least for me it was. 
Last Thursday, the 

Queens Chamber of Com-
merce held a business card 
exchange mixer. Those 
events are always a fun way 
to network.

I had a chance to have 
a brief conversation with 
an interesting man by the 
name of Greg Sullivan, 
formerly the Bayside BID 
executive director.

At one point, I also sat 
next to Kathy Wenk, of the 
advertising department of 
TimesLedger. Although 
I have known Kathy for 
years, it was the first oppor-
tunity to do more than say, 

“Hi, how are your doing?” 
Kathy turned out to be in-
teresting and I can see why 
she is a good saleswoman. 
She brought me up to date 
on many of our mutual 
friends and acquaintances. 
That is why I like network-
ing: You never know who 
you will sit next to and how 
interesting they might turn 
out to be.

Later that same eve-
ning, it was off to the Bay-
side-Whitestone Lions Club 
meeting at Paul Vallone’s 
law office at Francis Lewis 
Boulevard. Paul is the cur-
rent president of the Lions 
Club, but he is looking for 
someone to replace him as 
president.

While Paul has been 
doing an excellent job in 
that capacity, he said it 
will become a conflict of 
interest. Uh-oh! Guess that 
means Paul plans to run for 
political office.

According to the Lions 

Club credo and by-laws, 
the Lions declare they are 
not a political organiza-
tion nor do they support 
any political organizations 
— far from it. We wait and 
see the results of this turn 
of events. Paul is one of 
the good guys and I wish 
him the best in whatever 
he chooses to do. Keep us 
informed, as we are inter-
ested in both you and your 
future career.

You know the expres-
sion “The best laid plans 
of mice and men so often 
go astray”? My plans for 
Saturday were to cover the 
Lunar New Year Parade 
in Flushing, which I have 
done for so many years. I 
left my house an hour and 
a half early, as the parade 
was due to kick off at 10 
a.m. in front of the 109th 
Precinct on Union Street.

Allowing a half hour to 
get there, I thought an hour 
would be sufficient time to 

find a place to park and get 
set to cover the parade.

Wrong! Saturday is 
the busiest day of the week 
in downtown Flushing, as 
people from all over come 
to do their shopping and ap-
parently take over all the 
available parking spaces. 
Add to this mix the throngs 
of participants and well-
wishers viewing the parade 
and you have a parking 
problem.

My plan was good 
strategy in the past, but 
just didn’t cut it this year. 
As time passed, the police 
barricades had every street 
blocked off, eliminating 
any place to park near the 
parade route. The places 
you might find a spot if you 
were lucky were at one-hour 
meters on Northern Boule-
vard. There was no way you 
could run back and forth to 
mind the meter. The time 
required to do that would 
defeat the purpose of trying 

to cover the parade.
What a frustrating 

experience! My husband 
is still not speaking to me. 
Our game plan was for him 
to find a parking space and 
I would walk over to the 
nearest spot on the parade 
route. We eventually found 
a spot on Northern Boule-
vard by a meter. The wom-
an parked in front of us said 
that even if my husband 
was in the car and I tried 
to feed the meter for extra 
time, it was illegal and they 
would ticket you anyway, 
as you were only allowed 
to park for the designated 
time on the street sign.

It was total chaos. Had 
I known how difficult it 
was going to be this year, I 
would have stayed at home. 
Well, if I decide to give it a 
try next year, I’ll have to 
make some sort of different 
arrangement in advance. 
Even though I don’t have 
any parade pictures for 

you, check out this issue’s 
photo page.

Oh, well — better 
luck next time. Now that 
I vented, my spleen and I 
have gotten all that aggra-
vating, frustrating stuff off 
my chest, I feel much better 
although I don’t think my 
husband feels much better. 
In any event, I hope I didn’t 
bore you with my tirade. 
Here is to more interest-
ing things to report on next 
week.

Sunday, of course, was 
Super Bowl Sunday. Super 
Bowl XLVI is history, with 
the New York Giants beat-
ing the New England Patri-
ots. The welcoming parade 
and the mayor’s presenting 
the keys to the city to the 
team will become part of 
our cherished history.

I look forward to your 
voice mails at 718-767-6484, 
faxes at 718-746-0066 and e-
mails at deerrichard@aol.
com.

T
he World’s Fair was 
in Queens, attract-
ing visitors from far 
and wide. On Feb. 3, 

1965, the Star-Journal re-
ported that the fair “made 
news internationally as 
well as locally yesterday. 
The city will bring the fair 
into court if it fails to heed 
the subpoena served yester-
day.”

On Feb. 6, the Star-
Journal reported that “the 
World’s Fair ran up a defi-
cit of $17,540,100 for its first 
year of operation, accord-
ing to a report by its certi-
fied accountant.”

While a subpoena was 
being served on the Fair 
Corp., calling for its books 
and records to be produced 
in the office of then-city 
Comptroller Abe Beame, it 
was announced here and in 
London that a special trib-
ute to Winston Churchill 
would be presented at the 
World’s Fair that season.

The Pavilion would 
be turned into a compre-
hensive Churchill Center 
depicting the illustrious 
career of Sir Winston, Fair 
President Robert Moses 
said.

“‘The Churchill Ex-

hibit’ will tie in perfectly 
with the theme of the Fair 
— ‘Peace Through Under-
standing,’” said Moses.

Recreational drugs 
rather than recreation at 
the fair were on the minds 
of College Point residents 
who were concerned by 
recent reports of the prolif-
eration of “goof balls” and 
pep pills, amphetamines 
described as “easy to get, 
but deadly.”

On Feb. 20, residents 
packed the Veterans of For-
eign Wars Hall in College 
Point to plan their war on 
drugs.

●

Violent conflicts came 
closer to home Feb. 15, when 
the Star-Journal reported 
the fire-bombing the previ-
ous day at the Queens home 
of civil rights leader Mal-
colm X with the headline, 

“Dawn, Home Shattered 
— Police Guard the Fire-
Scarred Home of Malcolm 
X — Cops Probe Bombing.”

“Police today are still 
searching for leads in the 
fire-bombing of Malcolm 
X’s East Elmhurst home 
early yesterday morning. 
Their basic questions are: 
Who tossed the Molotov 
cocktail at the house on 23-
11 97th Street? And why? 
Malcolm, who aroused his 
wife and four daughters at 
2.30 yesterday morning to 
escape the flames, flew to 
Detroit last night.

“Before leaving, Mal-
colm said of the bombing: 
‘It doesn’t frighten me. It 
doesn’t quieten me down in 
any way or shut me up.’

“Malcolm has been 
fighting with the Chicago-
based [Black Muslim] orga-
nization over who owns the 

now-gutted East Elmhurst 
home. The Black Muslims 
claim it as a rectory belong-
ing to them. Malcolm says 
it is his.”

On Feb. 21, Malcolm 
X was shot to death while 
speaking at the Audubon 
Ballroom in Manhattan. 
The Star-Journal had full 
coverage of the assassina-
tion, and also reported that 
in Harlem, Chicago and 
East Elmhurst police pa-
trols were on the streets.

“In East Elmhurst to-
day, scores of extra police 
were assigned to watch over 
the quiet, residential neigh-
borhood where Malcolm 
had lived until firebombed 
from his home last week. A 
special detail of uniformed 

patrolmen was on guard 
at the Corona home where 
Malcolm’s widow and chil-
dren were reported stay-
ing.

On Feb. 24, the Star-
Journal reported that the 
headquarters of the Black 
Muslim organization had 
been moved from Manhat-
tan to Corona. And the fol-
lowing day, readers were 
informed that police were 
continuing to guard the Co-
rona headquarters after a 
bomb scare had instigated 
a thorough search of the 
building that uncovered no 
bombs.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Bayside-Whitestone Lions Club looking for new president

Slain activist Malcolm X called East Elmhurst home in ’65

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/timesledger
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Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

A Symposium for the Community on 

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS (MS),   
EPILEPSY, STROKE, HEADACHES 

AND BACK PAIN

Funding made available by the Page and Otto Marx Foundation.  

Special thanks to Jill and Joseph Levy.

To RSVP or for more information 

including parking, call 800-282-6684       
nyhq.org

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17th,  
BEGINNING AT 9:30 A.M.

NEW YORK HOSPITAL QUEENS,  
LANG AUDITORIUM

56-45 MAIN STREET, FLUSHING, NY

PROGRAM
9:30 a.m. – Registration

Multiple Sclerosis: Diagnosis and Rx in 2012
David Snyder, M.D., Director of the Multiple Sclerosis Center

Stroke: Time is Brain! Diagnosis, Identifying Signs and  
Symptoms and Reducing Risk

Edward Chai, M.D., Director of Neurology and Stroke Services
Living and Coping with Epilepsy Is Possible

Hind Kettani, M.D., Attending Physician, Neurology
Headaches: Different types of Headaches and Treatments

Suja Johnkutty, M.D., Attending Physician, Neurology
Low Back Pain: Evaluation and Treatment Options

Reza Zarnegar, D.O., Attending Physician, Neurology

© New York Hospital Queens

New York Hospital Queens Neuroscience Institute 
is pleased to present

I n 1991, when the new 
City Charter was 
written, civic lead-
ers warned that the 

creation of a city Board 
of Standards and Appeals 
would lower the quality of 
life, and it is happening as 
predicted.

The BSA consists of 
five members appointed by 
the mayor. It has the au-
thority to rule on requests 
by builders to change or 
grant variances to the zon-
ing of property. The zoning 
of a lot determines what 
can be built on a lot. The 
builder gives reasons why 
he or she should be able 
to build a larger building 
even if it is out of context 
with the other buildings in 
the neighborhood.

The BSA represented 
residents because the bor-
ough presidents listened to 
their constituents and vot-
ed to maintain the zoning 
and quality of life in each 
community. The Queens 
Civic Council has taken a 
stand against the actions of 
the BSA.

For years, community 
leaders have complained 
that the BSA seems to al-
ways grant variances to 
builders, although neigh-
borhood civic associations, 
community boards and the 
borough presidents vote 
against a variance after 
hearings were held.

In eastern Queens, 
City Councilmen Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) and Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) have rallied 
with civic leaders against 
a construction site in their 
area of Queens. A BSA de-
cision permitted the build-

ing of a second house in a 
small garden on a lot which 
already has one house.

In western Queens, 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
has stood with community 
leaders against a site on 
Woodside Avenue, where 
the area is zoned for only 
five-story buildings but the 
owner wants an eight-story 
building.

Other problems are 
gasoline stations which are 
often granted a variance 
to function on a lot where 
they normally would not be 
permitted. The variances 
are usually granted for 10 
years to make sure the sta-
tions are good neighbors. 
Often the owners of the sta-
tions do not reapply after 10 
years.

If the stations are poor 
neighbors, the community 
complains and the BSA 
makes them reapply for the 
renewal of the variances, 
which requires a public 
hearing. There is no pun-
ishment when the owners 
reapply. Legislators have 
proposed legislation which 
they believe will create a 
BSA which respects the 
wants of neighborhoods.

Van Bramer has said 
that between 2001 and 2005, 
only 2.5 percent of the vari-
ances presented to the BSA 
were rejected. Developers 
frequently claim “a hard-
ship” when requesting a 
variance, although they 
often created it themselves 
by buying a small lot or just 
overpaying. One of his pro-
posed bills would require 
the votes of the Department 
of City Planning, communi-
ty boards, borough boards, 
leasees and tenants to be 
evaluated into the decision 
of the BSA.

Other Council legis-
lation would expand the 
BSA to include a member 
of each from the public 
advocate’s and borough 

presidents’ offices and com-
munity boards, create a for-
mal complaint procedure 
for community members 
and require the mayor’s ap-
pointees to be approved by 
the Council.

It is hoped that the pro-
posed Van Bramer and Hal-
loran bills could be merged 
to create bills which could 
be voted on by the whole 
Council. Today, the only 
recourse against a decision 
of the BSA is to go to court, 
which is expensive.

Of course, the mayor 
could always veto any bills 
which weaken the power of 
the BSA, the pro-developer 
philosophy of which he 
likes and which supports 
his administration. For 
years civic leaders have 
worked to reform the BSA, 
but nothing has been done 
and the zoning resolution is 
being steadily eroded.

People like the tree-
lined streets, adequate 
parking, green spaces, 
neighborliness and clear 
air found in Queens. They 
do not want cement or brick 
walls everywhere, cars 
parked on lawns or garbage 
everywhere. People join 
civic associations to main-
tain their quality of life.

It is sad that the BSA 
does not maintain this 
quality of life but supports 
the speculators and build-
ers who just want to make 
money.

GOOD AND BAD 
NEWS OF THE WEEK: 
The Occupy Wall Street 
movement, which started 
in Zuccotti Park in Lower 
Manhattan, was a grass-
roots movement. The 99 
percent who are unhappy 
include the residents near 
those out-of-place buildings 
which the BSA allowed to 
be being built with vari-
ances to the zoning resolu-
tion.

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

BSA should be on side 
of Queens neighborhoods
Developers have run of boro under current setup



  FT

15
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, FEB. 9-15, 2012 

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses

plus FREE 2nd Pair
Includes EYE EXAM

$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with 
clear plastic, single vision lenses +/- 4 sph., 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, 
sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends: 4/30/10.

Buy now pay later, 
0% interest free financing.

See store for details.

We Are GVS Providers.
Most Union and Vision Plans Accepted.

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses

plus FREE 2nd Pair
Includes EYE EXAM

Bay Terrace Shopping Center
211-51 26th Ave. - Bayside 

Business Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10am-7pm; Thurs. 10am-8pm; Fri. 10am-6pm; Sat. 10am-6pm; Sun. 11am-6pm
DOCTORS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS

BTBTBT

Clearsoft® brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any other 
offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Offer ends: 4/30/10
Clearsoft® brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any other offers, 
sales, vision plans or packages. Offer ends: 2-29-122-29-12

02-29-12

2-29-12
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British journalist cheers Lancman’s NY libel law
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

A state law co-authored by 
state Assemblyman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows) protect-
ing journalists who report on 
terrorism from libel lawsuits in 
other countries that has since be-
come federal law is now gaining 
traction across the pond.

Back in 2008, Lancman and 
state Sen. Dean Skelos (R-Rock-
ville Centre) gained approval for 
the bill, which blocks so-called 
“libel tourism,” or the filing of 
libel lawsuits against journalists 
in countries with unfavorable 
laws to reporters, which was then 
used as a model for the federal 
Securing the Protection of our 
Enduring and Established Con-
stitutional Heritage Act.

The SPEECH Act allows for-
eign rulings on libel to be unen-
forceable in U.S. courts. 

Now Nick Cohen, a columnist 
for The Guardian newspaper in 
the United Kingdom and author 
of the newly released “You Can’t 
Read This Book: Censorship in 
an Age of Freedom,” says the U.K. 

should adopt Lancman’s bill.
Cohen’s book refers to the as-

semblyman’s “magnificent” 2008 
speech in London, where Lanc-
man urged members of Parlia-
ment to adopt his legislation.

Lancman’s bill was inspired 
by terrorism expert Dr. Rachel 
Ehrenfeld’s book that exposed 
Saudi billionaire Khalid bin 
Mahfouz as a suspected financier 
of al-Qaeda.

In turn, bin Mahfouz sued 
Ehrenfeld for libel in Britain be-
cause of the country’s less restric-
tive libel laws.

The book had been published 
in the United States and Ehren-
feld lives in New York City.

An English court sided with 
bin Mahfouz after Ehrenfeld re-
fused to testify in protest.

She countersued in Man-
hattan federal court, but a judge 
ruled the United States did not 
have jurisdiction over an English 
court’s decision, which prompted 
Lancman’s bill. The author faced 
hefty fines under the British 
court’s sentencing.

In addressing members of 

Parliament and journalists in 
London, Lancman said “all of us 
are threatened” when “American 
journalists and authors can be 
hauled into kangaroo courts on 
phoney-baloney libel charges in 
overseas jurisdictions who don’t 
share our belief in freedom of 
speech or a free press.”

Lancman said he hopes Co-
hen’s book becomes an impetus 
for Britain to change its laws.

“New York is the world’s 
crossroads, so what happens out 
there — in this case, the U.K.’s 
libel tourism problem and its mis-
use by terrorism’s apologists and 
facilitators — affects us here, and 
it’s nice to know that our defense 
of free speech here in New York 
is likewise having an impact out 
there as pressure builds in the 
U.K. to cease being a haven for li-
bel terrorists,” the assemblyman 
said.

Reach reporter Howard Ko-
plowitz by e-mail at hkoplowitz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4573.

Assemblyman Rory Lancman’s libel tourism law is getting attention in the 
United Kingdom.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The Center for the 
Women of New York has 
reached an important mile-
stone in its efforts to secure 
a home in Fort Totten Park, 
according to founder and 
Chairwoman Ann Jawin.

Jawin said city Parks 
Department Commissioner 
Adrian Benepe and Com-
munity Board 7’s Parks 
Committee recently ap-
proved the center’s plans to 
renovate the building at 207 
Totten Ave.

If the approval process 
goes according to plan, she 
said, the center will be able 
to move into its new home 
within a year’s time.

“The new building will 
be a wonderful resource for 
all the women in the whole 
state, but particularly 
those in the metro area,” 
she said.

CB 7 will discuss the 
center’s plans at its month-
ly meeting Monday night 
at 7 p.m. at the Union Plaza 
Care Center, at 33-23 Union 
St. in Flushing.

“The full board will 
be meeting and, assuming 
there will be no problem, 
if they approve, it goes on 
to the New York State His-

torical Commission and 
then on to Landmarks,” 
Jawin said. “We estimated 
that within a year we can 
move in, if everything goes 
smoothly.”

The CWNY, which of-
fers services such as a job 
readiness workshops and 
a legal assistance clinic, 
among others, has been op-
erating out of a small room 
at Queens Borough Hall 
since 2002, when the city 
forced the center from its 
former location on Murray 
Avenue in Fort Totten Park 
to make room for a city Fire 
Department facility.

Jawin took the city 
to court and was awarded 
Building 207, formerly the 
bachelor officers’ quar-
ters. The building was oc-
cupied by military person-
nel up until the 1960s and 
was designated by the city 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission in 1999 as part 
of the Fort Totten Historic 
District.

Funding for the reno-
vations to the building 
came from state Assem-
blyman David Weprin 
(D-Little Neck), who had 
allocated $900,000 as a 
City Council member, and 
Jawin received an addi-
tional $600,000 from then-

Assemblywoman Ann-Mar-
garet Carrozza and about 
$200,000 from Borough 
President Helen Marshall.

Jawin said the only 
concern CB 7’s Parks Com-
mittee had with the plans 
was with the design of the 
lift that would provide 
handicapped access to the 
porch and its appropriate-
ness to the historical sur-
roundings.

She said the center, 
along with the city Depart-
ment of Design and Con-
struction, would reassess 
the design to see if some-
thing “more harmonious 
with the style of the porch” 
could be worked into the 
plan.

The dilapidated build-
ing, which sits next to the 
Officer’s Club, home to the 
Bayside Historical Society, 
consists of a basement, two 
floors and an attic.

Jawin said the center’s 
plan is to remove asbestos 
from the building in order 
to occupy the first floor.

“We hope to have a con-
ference center and a career 
center for women to explore 
opportunities for training 
and improvement,” she 
said. “It’s a very ambitious 
project.”

CB 7 to hear upgrade 
plans for women’s center

Fort Totten Building 207, formerly the bachelor officers’ quarters, which the Center for the Women of 
New York plans to renovate as its new home. Photo by Rich Bockmann

ell.
“He touched a lot of 

lives with his ministry and 
his belief that all people 
should have the same op-
portunity and should be 
treated equally,” he said. 
“He didn’t just preach about 
it, he rolled up his sleeves 
and worked at it as well.”

Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, at 36-12 Prince St., 
was standing room-only 
as well-wishers packed the 
pews and any available 
space to pay their respects.

Two prominent civil 
rights activists from Har-
lem, the Revs. Al Sharp-
ton and Calvin Butts, also 
spoke at the event to pay 
their respects to Mitchell, 
who at times rose to promi-
nence on the national stage 
but could always be found 
administering to his flock 
back in Queens, where he 
was born and raised.

Mitchell was born in 
1930 and graduated from 
Flushing High School be-
fore enlisting in the U.S. 
Army and fighting in the 
Korean War.

Upon his return, he 
graduated from Queens 
College with degrees in his-
tory and theology.

Later in life, he would 
go on to earn a master’s 
degree in theology from 
New York University and a 
doctorate of divinity from 
the New York Theological 
Seminary.

Mitchell married Ju-
dith Emily Lawrence in 
1957 and the two had four 
children. They remained 
together until her death in 
2006.

After Mitchell began 
preaching at Ebenezer in 
1961, following in his fa-
ther’s footsteps, he also 
began to take on a greater 
civic role by participating 
in the civil rights move-
ment.

During that same year, 

he marched with Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. in Geor-
gia, where groups includ-
ing the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee 
and the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement 
of Colored People protested 
Jim Crow laws.

Mitchell was arrested 
along with King.

Seven years later, he 
was elected chairman of 
King’s Poor People’s Cam-
paign, which sought to ac-
quire low-income housing 
and jobs for the nation’s 
poverty-stricken residents, 
regardless of race.

Mitchell did plenty on 
the home front as well, ac-
cording to his son.

“Some of the things he 
was most proud of were the 
things that never made it in 
the paper,” he said.

He baptized more 
than 500 homeless men and 
taught theology to inmates 
in New York state prisons. 
In Queens, he started the 
first Head Start program, 
the first community day 
care center and a breakfast 
program for low-income 
students.

But his time at 
Ebenezer was not without 
controversy.

In the late 1980s, 
Mitchell, along with Sharp-
ton, sheltered a girl named 
Tawana Brawley and her 
family after she accused six 
white men of raping her in 
Dutchess County.

The ensuing investiga-
tion ignited racial tensions 
and grabbed headlines 
across the 
nation.

A 
grand jury 
ultimately 
found her story without 
merit, though the Brawley 
family as recently as 2007 
maintained the attack took 
place.

But on Friday, Mitch-
ell was remembered for his 
selflessness throughout 
his life, which according 
to his son can serve as an 
example of how black his-
tory needs to continuously 
be written.

“I think during Black 
History Month we should 
honor and celebrate his 
life,” his son said. “But his 
death should also be seen 
as a challenge for us to do 
something that impacts the 
lives of others and not just 
ourselves. We need new 
black heroes.”

Continued from Page 1

Mitchell

The Rev. Timothy Mitchell was a tireless advocate for equality in 
the borough and a civil rights movement leader on a national lev-
el. Photo courtesy James Mitchell

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...

BLACK 
HISTORY
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1 New accounts and new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not 
currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. The APY is effective January 3, 2012. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 1.11% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90-day period the rate will revert to standard 
pricing and rate may change at any time without notice. You must maintain a daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the monthly maintenance fee of $10. A daily balance below $5,000 will be assessed a lower Annual 
Percentage Yield. Fees may reduce earnings. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details and information about these offers. 2 New accounts and new money only. The APY is effective January 3, 2012. Annual percentage yield (APY) assumes principle 
and interest remain on deposit until maturity. A withdrawal of interest will reduce earnings. The interest rate will be fixed for the term of the account unless the Bump-Up option is exercised. If exercised the interest rate will be adjusted accordingly and remain fixed for the 
remaining term of the account. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. 3 New checking account with new money only. Existing 
checking account customers are not eligible. This offer is limited to one checking account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new checking account is $100. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $75 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each 
debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments OR Direct Deposit – You will receive $75 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal OR signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 
or more. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Tax refunds do not qualify as direct deposits. Online Bill-payments, Debit Card Purchases and Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER 
CAN RECEIVE IS $150. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. 
Speak with a branch representative for further details.

Flushing Bank is a trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB. Member FDIC

1.11%
APY1  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

BestRate Checking

1.30%
APY2  

$5,000 minimum deposit 

30-Month Bump-Up CD

We’re celebrating our newest branch opening in Borough Park with great rates at all our  
locations. Plus, open a new BestRate or Totally Free Checking account and get up to $1503.   
Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to www.FlushingBank.com.

Great rates for the New Year.

got.”
Hospital management 

could not be reached by 
press time.

The nurses were set to 
vote on the contract Thurs-
day.

The most recent con-
tract expired at the end of 
2011. A stipulation in the 
contract extended health 
benefits for the nurses for 
90 days after Dec. 31, but 
their pensions froze.

On Jan. 5, nurses pick-
eted outside of the hospital, 
slamming management 
for not signing an interim 
agreement that would con-
tinue pension benefits. 
The agreement is what the 
union described as bar-
gaining “in good faith.”

Ken Margolies, of the 
Cornell School of Industri-
al Labor Relations, said the 
hospital’s refusal to sign 
the agreement was its way 
of playing hardball.

“It’s normal when par-
ties are in negotiations to 

maintain the status quo,” 
he said in an interview 
with TimesLedger Newspa-
pers shortly after the pick-
eting session.

The move to not keep 
the nurses’ pensions going 
was a way to put pressure 

on their union. In addition, 
it would be one more thing 
they would have to ask for 
at the bargaining table, he 
said.

While at one time the 
move might have been out-
rageous, Margolies said it 

is becoming more common 
as unions lose clout across 
the nation.

“Things like that are 
becoming less unusual be-
cause more and more em-
ployers are playing hard-
ball,” he said.

ened to shoot them before 
running off.

“We got back and 
called the police. A couple 
of guys kept their flash-
lights in the alley while we 
waited till the cops came a 
couple minutes later,” San-
teramo said.

The victim, who spoke 
poor English, was hysteri-
cal until her mother ar-
rived. Once the police had 
cleared the scene, the men 
went back to their work re-
pairing the gas leak.

On Monday, McDow-
ell and Santeramo were at 
the Con Ed service center 
in College Point and spoke 
modestly about their ac-
tions.

“You didn’t really 
think, the adrenaline just 
kicked in,” McDowell said.

“It’s been a different 

week and a half for us,” 
Santeramo said about the 
reaction he had received 
from co-workers. “We did 
the right thing and that’s 
all that matters.”

Bobby Sperrazza said 
he was not surprised his 
co-workers acted the way 
they did.

“They’re good guys 
and they did a great thing,” 
he said, then jokingly 
pointed out the garage door 
McDowell and Santeramo 
were standing in.

“They’re getting big 
heads,” he said. “That’s the 
door they’re going to have 
to come in and out of.”

Con Edison spokes-
man Alfonso Quiroz said he 
was working with Borough 
President Helen Marshall’s 
office to have the men’s acts 
recognized.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

Nurses

The Nurses Union pickets last month to protest Flushing Hospital’s refusal to enter into an interim 
agreement while the two sides duke it out at the bargaining table. Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued from Page 2

Con Ed

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings

 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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DOROTHY MATINALE - BROKER/OWNER
SERVING THE  COMMUNITY FOR OVER 15 YEARS

“THE ONLY STOP FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS”

718-279-4800
RESERVATIONS 

S RD

Lovely 3BR 1.5BTH Colonial with Full Finished Basement and 
Storage Attic. Detached Garage. Patio. Hardwood Floors Throughout. 

Move-In Condition! Quiet Street. School District #26 ...$699,000

Lovely Parkridge Triplex Condo, Full Finished 
Basement, Attic For Storage, Features A Pool, Gym, 

And Parking!...$549,000

SCAN HERE 
FOR DETAILED 
INFORMATION

Fully Renovated High Ranch, 4Bdrm, 3 Full Baths, 2 
Zone Cac And Heating System, New Windows, Large 
Yard W/ Playground. 3 Blocks To LIRR… $898,000

REDUCED 4BR, 1 Full BTH, 2 Half BTH Triplex. EIK 
w/ Sliding Door to Patio. Garage. Near Express/Local Bus and 

Shopping. School District 26 … $575,888

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.DOUGLASTON CONDO

63-37 DOUGLASTON PKY.
FLUSHING COLONIAL

 Station Realty proudly supports the Douglaston Village Chamber of Commerce

Gym, Laundry & 1 Block to LIRR 
Large Renovated 1BR w/Terrace And New Kitchen ... $308,000

REDUCED 2BR w/Updated Kitchen ... $238,000 
2BR Beautiful Parkview … $286,000

 2BR Beautifully Renovated w/ Terrace … $339,000
2BR Overlooking Park ... $259,000
2BR Overlooking Park … $239,000

1BR In Rear Of Building With Updated Kitchen & BTH… $238,000

DOUGLASTON CO-OPS
MEET AT OFFICE.

Renovated 4Br, 4Baths, Manor Oaks School, Fin Base, 
Det Garage, 60x200, Pool, Deck, Fireplace, 

Central A/C…$799,000

REDUCED Large and Sunny 3BR, 1.5 BTH Co-Op. 
Close to Transportation and Shopping! …. $220,000

REDUCED Charming 4 BR, 1.5 BTH Colonial 
with Original Tin Ceilings and Pumpkin Pine Floors. 
Enclosed Porch and 2 Car Detached Garage. 7,800 

Square Foot Lot. 2 Blocks to LIRR …$749,000

ESCORTED SHOWING 

OPEN HOUSE SUN. 12-3PM

NEW HYDE PARK COLONIAL
13 HEATHER LN.

3BR FLUSHING CO-OP
139-19 31 RD.

DOUGLASTON COLONIAL
38-60 DOUGLASTON PKY.

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

OPEN HOUSE 

SATURDAY 12:00–4:00PM

OPEN HOUSE 

SATURDAY 11:00–1:00PM

OPEN HOUSE 

SATURDAY 11:00–2:00PM

LITTLE NECK HIGH RANCH
250-46 42 AVE.

OPEN HOUSE 

SUNDAY 12:00–3:00PM

OPEN HOUSE 

SUNDAY 1:00–4:00PM

OPEN HOUSE 

SATURDAY 1:00–3:00PM

BAYSIDE CONDO
228-21 69 AVE.
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5 YEARS 
0%  

financing  
with our Instant Product Rewards1.  Offer expires March 5, 2012

If this          doesn’t belong  
in your living room, neither 
do cheap windows.

The folks who make cheap, vinyl and 

fiberglass windows clearly don’t consider 

temperature changes.  Those window frames 
are only fastened with plastic, staples and 
glue… which are no match for our seasons. 
Those materials expand and contract, 

the glass seals break, the insulating 

argon gas escapes, and your comfort 

and money go right out the 

window.

Our windows are built 
with our own patented 
Fibrex® material.  We 
developed Fibrex for 20 
years before it was 
installed in even 
one home. Fibrex is 

so strong it prevents 

glass movement, seal 

failure, and energy loss.

Call for your FREE Window Diagnosis

1-877-318-3093
FindGreatWindows.com/QT

we pay the interestYou get the windows,

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer valid through March 5, 2012. Restrictions and conditions apply; see your local representative for details. Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. No 
adjustments to previous orders. Minimum purchase of 4 windows required. Offer excludes patio doors, bay and bow windows. Minimum payments are required, but no Finance Charges will be assessed 
if (1) promo balance is paid in full in 60 months, and (2) all minimum monthly payments on account paid when due.  Offer valid at participating locations. Renewal by Andersen of Long Island is neither a 
broker nor lender. Financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen of Long Island. As part of the Instant Product Rewards Plan, all homeowners must be present and must 
purchase during the initial visit to qualify for offer. “Renewal by Andersen®” and the Renewal by Andersen logos are registered trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2012 Andersen Corporation. All 
rights reserved.  © 2012 Lead Surge, LLC. All rights reserved. Renewal by Andersen is the exclusive start-to-finish window replacement subsidiary of Andersen Corporation. Andersen Corporation, including 
its subsidiary Renewal by Andersen Corporation, was named ENERGY STAR® Partner of the Year. Nassau Consumer Affair License # H081015000, Suffolk Consumer Affairs License # 43991-H. NYC 1307704. 
Renewal by Andersen of Long Island is an independently owned and operated affiliate operating in the NY metropolitan area.
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Lunar New Year
Thousands flocked to Flushing 
Saturday for the Lunar New Year 
parade. (Clockwise from top l.) 
Dragon dancers from the Wan 
Chi Ming Hung Gar Institute race 
on Sanford Avenue; Alan Zhang, 
5, sports special glasses; a drag-
on carried by Falon Gong partici-
pants delights children; confet-
ti rains down on Lily Wang (l.) and 
Eddie Zhang, (second l.) 2 1/2; par-
ticipants from The China Press 
carry their banner; and Michael 
Chow from the World Journal 
marches on Main Street.  

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Ismael Garnica is a senior at Health Careers 
Institute at Hillcrest H.S., Jamaica, Queens.  As 
the President of the ARISTA Committee, one of 
his responsibilities is to serve as spokesman 
for ARISTA when visitors wish to learn about 
the 9 Small Learning Communities (SLCs) into 
which Hillcrest has been divided.

His school activities include being in charge 
of fundraising for Penny Harvest, selling 
bracelets to raise money for charity, and 
arranging the ARISTA installation. Ismael 
supervises the Toy Drive for Toys for Tots. 
In this capacity, he coordinates the annual 
holiday event during which students dress 
up as elves and visit a local public school 
to distribute the toys. In addition, Ismael 
arranges the Senior Breakfast and coordinates 
events with the Student Government. Among 
his athletic activities is participation on the 
wrestling team and the bowling team. He 
also participates in the NYPD Explorers 
program at the 115th Precinct.

There are several academic pursuits Ismael is 
active in, as well. For example, he is a member 
of the school chapter of HOSA, a nationwide 
Health Careers organization that encourages 
students to study health career. Additionally, 
participation in HOSA helps promote 
leadership, citizenship, and community 
service. HOSA holds regional and national 

conventions where students compete in skills 
contests. At last year’s HOSA convention in 
Syracuse, New York, Ismael won second place 
in the Epidemiology Competition and third 
place in the Job Seeking Skills Competition. 
He had been named Star Freshman during his 
fi rst year at Hillcrest High School.

One of Ismael’s other interests is a business 
venture. He started a clothing company called 
Hercules. The company plans to produce 
T-shirts with the logo of a fl amingo sporting a 
bow-tie. Ismael explained that while the name 
and logo may seem contradictory, when put 
together, the elegance of the fl amingo with 
a bow-tie and the name Hercules portrays 
a message that power is not only a physical 
matter, but, rather, a mental concept. He and 

his partner, who is a designer, plan to fi nd 
a manufacturer to make their shirts and start 
selling their product in the near future.

Ismael’s teachers had nothing but praise for 
him. According to Honors English teacher 
Caroline Shin, “Ismael is not only a bright and 
talented student who does well in school, but 
he is liked by all who know him.”

Biology teacher Mr. Deenanauth Brijram 
said that, “Ismael Garnica is full of energy 
and always engages in interesting classroom 
discussion. He and several other Hillcrest 
H.S. students are part of the Career Pathway 
program at Queensborough Community 
College (QCC). They did a project at the QCC 
Biotechnology Department, which involved 
isolating the ALU genomic sequence from their 
cheek cells. They used a PCR machine and, 
with Gel Electrophoresis, created a genetic 
marker. They are receiving college credit for 
their work.”

The ARISTA Advisor, Mr. Hany Rashid, feels 
that, “Ismael is the most well-rounded young 
man I have come across here at Hillcrest 
High School. He is also very intelligent and 
determined. This leaves no doubt in my mind 
that he will be successful in any venture he 
chooses to undertake.” 

It is not surprising that Ismael is interested in the 
sciences. His father, who is from Ecuador, is a 
medical General Practitioner. Ismael hopes to 
become a Cardiologist. It’s not surprising that 
a hopeful future Cardiologist quotes certain 
philosophies. For example, Ismael likes the 
philosophy of John Lennon, who said, “With 
love and peace, anything is possible.”

-by Bob Harris

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Ismael Garnica
February 2012
Student of Distinction
Hillcrest High School
South Jamaica, NY

*Top-performing large thrift in the U.S. for the 12 months ended March 31, 2011
among thrifts with $2.0 billion or more in assets, as reported by SNL Financial.

©2012 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC     
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THE NEW

89-11 Merrick Boulevard
Jamaica, NY

718-990-0767 
Train: F to 169th Street

Bus: Numerous buses go  
to the 165th Street Bus Terminal. 

Hours: M/W/Th-10-9; T 1-9; Fri 10-6; Sat 10-5:30; Sun 12-5
 

Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not  
affiliated with any other library system.

This material is based upon work supported by 
the National Science Foundation  

under Grant No. ESI-0515597.

This material is based upon work supported by 
the National Science Foundation  

under Grant No. ESI-0515597. 11
70

-8
/1

1
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BY ALEX PALMER

The diverse communities of Queens have myriad 
ways of celebrating, and in some cases ignoring, Valen-
tine’s Day. Whether buying up stuffed bears or staying 
in for the night, the plethora of ethnic communities in 
the borough each respond to the holiday in their own 
unique way.

Strolling through downtown Flushing, one is hard-
pressed to find any sign of Valentine’s Day. Falling so 
close to the Chinese New Year, Valentine’s Day is barely 
an afterthought for many in Queens’ Chinese commu-
nity. The Lunar New Year is the biggest of traditional 
Asian holidays, beginning around late January or ear-
ly February, depending on the year, and lasting for 15 
days.

With such a massive celebration often overlap-
ping with Feb. 14, the date reserved for the Valentine’s 
Day lovefest, red envelopes are a far more likely site in 
Flushing than red Valentine’s hearts. Few of the numer-
ous florists offer any special Valentine’s bouquets. 

“If anyone celebrates, it’s usually the younger, 
more American people,” said Jay Chan, manager at the 

Soy Bean Chan Flower Shop, 135-26 Roosevelt Ave., a 
combination florist and specialty bean curd seller. 

The shop does not promote pre-arranged bouquets 
for the holiday and Chan emphasizes that any orders for 
Valentine’s flowers are custom requests.

One of the few stores in the area with advertise-

ments up for Valentine’s Day is jewelry store Crystal 
Swan Inc. at the Flushing Mall, 135-20 39th Ave., which 
shows a window display of pink and red hearts to pro-
mote its Swarovski jewelry.

“That display is from the company,” said Michael 
Cheng, store manager at Crystal Swan. “It’s not really 
a big holiday here.”

As it happens, some Southeast Asian cultures, in-
cluding Malaysia and Singapore, give the 15th day of the 
Lunar New Year a romantic twist, when thousands of 
single women, and some men, throw oranges into the 
sea in hopes of finding a true love. While this celebra-
tion of the Lantern Festival is sometimes seen as the 
Chinese version of Valentine’s Day, few in Queens de-
scribe it as a significant day.

St. Valentine would be more heartened to see the 
celebrations on display among the Latin American com-
munities in Elmhurst, Woodside, and Corona. Without 
another major cultural holiday to compete with, Valen-
tine’s Day has grown increasingly popular in this area, 
with everything from pharmacies to sex shops promot-
ing the holiday.

Continued on Page 27

“Te Amo” bears express their love in Spanish. 
Photo by Alex Palmer
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Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Get over your Brook-
lyn envy. Locavore arti-
sanal restaurants, pas-
sionate about their food 
and drink, are popping up 
around western Queens 
like fungi after a rainy 
spring. Not only that, but 
they’ve breached the final 
barrier to restaurant won-
derfulness: service. We’ve 
previously lamented, usu-
ally to ourselves, the un-
deniable resemblance of 
Queens’ wait staff to extras 
on “Jersey Shore.” Happily, 
that stereotype seems to 
have given way to the Inner 
Borough’s tendency to hire 
savvy aspirants to the arts 
waiting for their big break. 
At least that’s the impres-
sion they give.

Alobar is a recent ad-
dition to a string of restos 
that call to mind “Portlan-
dia,” an IFC show based 
on the earthy, hippie-ish 
Portland scene,  with its in-

sistence on locally sourced 
ingredients. Its name, an-
other Pacific 
N o r t h w e s t 
connection, 
derives from King Alobar, 
a character in the Tom Rob-
bins novel “Jitterbug Per-
fume.” Being slightly more 
spacious than some of its 
counterparts, it makes an 
equally relaxing venue for 
imbibing, grazing or din-
ing. The kitchen is open 
to view amid the dimly 
lit earth-toned rest of the 
house. If we have one little 
kvetch, it’s that the decibel 
level of the recorded music 
is not conducive to conver-
sation. But maybe that’s 
our fogey sensibilities.

Do begin with some-
thing from the bar. If you 
like something that’s both 
tart and sweet, try their 
Quince Cooler of gin, lem-
on, elderflower and mem-
brillo (quince) for some 
“I-can’t-quite-place-the-fla-
vor” goodness. They also 

have a thoughtfully chosen 
and well-priced wine list, 
and an interesting collec-
tion of micro-brews.

We could have happily 
spent the evening working 
our way through the small 
plates.  Who knew that pig 
tails, Amish pig tails yet, 
make such a tasty snack.  

The pigs, we were assured, 
were non-sectarian. It is 
the recipe, gleaned from an 
Amish community in Cana-
da by Alobar’s Canuck chef. 
The experience is kind of 
like eating chicken necks 
that were lacquered with a 
glossy brown sugar and to-
mato glaze.

Littleneck clams in 
their shells with escarole, 
gigante beans and smoked 
tomatoes included what ap-
peared to be chorizo rather 
than (or maybe in addition 
to) the pancetta listed on 
the menu. Just dipping the 
bread into the broth would 
have been a sufficient treat 
but the combination made 
for perfect synergy.

We were tempted by 
the roasted bone marrow 
with blue cheese croutons, 
snail butter and smoked 
salt, but our conscience got 
the better of us, and besides 
we don’t want to have to up 
our dose of Lipitor, so we 
went instead with the Wild 
Mushroom Toast, which 
was another triumph. The 
toast is layered with wild 
mushrooms along with 
smoked ricotta, roasted 
garlic and red wine onions. 
A glistening golden fried 
duck egg tops the heap.

By many accounts, 

Alobar: A bit of ‘Portlandia’ in Long Island City

Littleneck clams from Alobar in Long Island City. 
Photo by Suzanne Parker

DINING OUT

Continued on Page 32

Alobar 
Restaurant
46-42 Vernon Blvd

Long Island City, NY 11101
(718) 752-6000 
alobarnyc.com

Price Range: Small plates: 
$9–15; Large plates: $15-–21 

Cuisine: New American 
locavore

Setting: Small, dim, with 
open kitchen

Service: Professional, 
attentive, well timed

Hours: Lunch & Dinner daily, 
Weekend Brunch
Reservations: 

Recommended on weekends
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Music loud
Handicap accessible: Yes
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Henry V — A charismatic leader 
in the fl ush of youth embarks 
on a war and takes huge risks 
for a debatable cause with 
enormous bloodshed. The 
Titan Theatre Company works 
with amazing actors to unveil 
Shakespeare in its most edgy, 
raw and though-provoking 
fashion.
When: Feb. 9, 13 and 16, 7:30 pm; 
Feb. 10, 11, 17 and 18, 8 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

Chekhov’s Cherry Orchard 

— Classical version of the 
tragicomic masterpiece 
directed by Professor John 
Henry Davis. Complemented 
by The Cherry Orchard Project 
experimental adaptation.
When: Feb. 9, 7:30 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 30-20 Thomson 
Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.
laguardiaperformingarts.org

The Cherry Orchard Project 
— Experimental version of 
the tragicomic masterpiece 
conceived and directed by 
LPAC Assistant Artistic Director 

Handan Ozbilgin. Presented 
with Cherry Orchard on Feb. 9.
When: Feb. 9, 6 pm; Feb. 10 and 
11, 7:30 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 30-20 Thomson 
Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.
laguardiaperformingarts.org

Tango 5 Senses — Eight weeks 
only.
When: Through March 18, 
Fridays and Saturdays, 8 pm, 
Sundays, 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 

“People love Valen-
tine’s Day in this neighbor-
hood, really at all ages,” 
said Luvia Bautista, an 
assistant at the adult shop 
London Boutique, 7803 
Roosevelt Ave. in Jackson 
Heights,which is holding a 
Valentine-themed raffle of 
some of its products.

More innocent gifts 
proliferate as well, partic-
ularly small red or white 
stuffed teddy bears. Hold-
ing a small heart reading 
“Te Amo,” Spanish for “I 
Love You,” the bears are 
ubiquitous in the area and 
considered the go-to token 
of love among the Latino 
community here, much 
more popular than a box of 
chocolate. 

While Valentine’s Day 
greeting cards are popular, 
also big are the more fam-
ily-oriented placards. Fea-
turing cartoons of a rabbit 
couple, or smiling children 
with hearts floating all 
around, the plastic cards 
are sold widely throughout 
the community and include 
inspirational lines in Span-
ish like “Thanks for accept-
ing me as I am” and “I chose 
you because I love you.”

The Valentine’s Day 
holiday is popular among 
Astoria’s Greek communi-
ty, chiefly among younger 
generations, who celebrate 
in typically American ways 
of buying gifts and taking a 

date out for a nice dinner. 
“In terms of a Greek re-

ligious holiday, it is not, but 
since we are on the second 
and third generations in 
the United States, they have 
adopted this holiday in the 

broader context of Ameri-
can culture,” said Christos 
Ioannides, director of Byz-
antine and Modern Greek 
Studies at Queens College. 

Ioannides, added that 
in Greece itself there might 
be a mention in the media 
on Valentine’s Day, but that 
it is widely seen there as 
an “imported, commercial 
American product.”

Though Valentine’s 
Day is not generally cel-
ebrated in Poland, Russia, 
or Yugoslavia, many of the 
Eastern Europeans living 

in the Ridgewood and Rego 
Park areas of Queens have 
adopted the holiday as their 
own as well.

Lada Raskova, design-
er at Flowers by Nonna in 
Ridgewood, which boasts 
a large Eastern European 
community, typically sees 
a big rush around the 14th. 
This year Raskova plans to 
work the entire week of the 
holiday, and finds that the 

Valentine’s staples of roses 
and chocolates are the con-
sistent top choices for shop-
pers. 

But as in many of the 
other communities, among 
the Eastern Europeans, the 
holiday is viewed primar-
ily as an American holiday, 
which they are joining in 
on.

“Because people live 
here, they get into the holi-
days of the United States,” 
said Raskova. “Plus it’s just 
another reason to make the 
girls happy.”

Continued on Page 27

Latino shops in the borough feature a lot of the same products 
you would typically find at your average Hallmark store — save the 
face they are largely in Spanish. Photo by Alex Palmer

Continued on Page 30

Happy Valentine’s Day
FOUR COURSE MEAL

$49.00 p.p. 
plus tax & gratuity 

Includes a champagne toast

APPETIZERS
Heart-Shaped Lobster Ravioli with Shrimp Cream Sauce
Fried Oysters with Caviar Sour Cream & Tartar Sauce
Spinach & Artichoke Stuffed Portobello Mushrooms

SALAD
Green Mix, Orange Segment, Pecans, Cranberries, 

Red Onions and Feta Cheese

ENTREES
Red Snapper Saltimbocca

Crab Stuffed Salmon with Lobster Sauce
Chicken Crostina - Potato Crusted Chicken Breast            

with Tomato, Garlic Cream Sauce
Garlic Roasted Pork Loin with Raspberry Chipotle Glaze
16 oz. Grilled Sirloin Steak w/ Pepper Corn & Teriyaki Sauce

Rosemary Crusted Rack of Lamb
Basil Crusted Queen Cut Prime Rib

DESSERT
Red Velvet Cake

Chocolate Covered Strawberries
Heart Shaped Chocolate Mousse Cake

Call for Reservations:

718.849.3939
82-70 Austin St, Kew Gardens, NY 11415

austinssteakandalehouse.com
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Queens is touted as 
the most culturally and 
ethnically diverse county 
in America, even in the en-
tire world, yet you wouldn’t 
know it from what is typi-
cally offered on its stages. 
Local theater producers of-
ten say that the plays they 
select are what their audi-
ences want to see. Audience 
attendance, however, is 
dwindling and even attract-
ing enough actors to fill the 
roles can be a challenge.

Traditionally most 

plays have been written 
by white males with char-
acters to be portrayed by 
white actors. But if you 
check the latest census data 
or just look around you, it’s 
clear that our population is 
a horse of a different color.

In 1986, the Non-Tra-

ditional Casting Project 
was founded to examine 
problems of racial discrim-
ination in theater, film and 
television. Actors’ Equity 
encourages producers 
and directors to consider 
women, minorities and the 
handicapped for roles that 
don’t specifically require 
them, but also don’t specifi-
cally exclude them.

I encourage our local 
theaters to give this some 
thought, not just because 
it endorses my liberal sen-

timents of compassion and 
fairness but because it will 
bring in new audiences and 
sell more tickets. Even if 
you continue to concen-
trate on the standard fare 
of light comedies, myster-
ies and decades-old plays, 
varied casting choices will 
shake things up. Better yet, 
choose some contemporary 
plays that explore life as it 
is today, with a wide range 
of characters that reflect 
our current demographics.

Movies, television and 
the commercial theater 
have long departed from a 
whites-only casting policy. 
Such bizarre casting as 
Mickey Rooney playing a 
Japanese tenant in “Break-
fast at Tiffany’s” is now an-
cient history.

In theater especially, 

which exists more in our 
imagination than in literal 
reality, almost anything 
is possible. The ancient 
Greeks and the Elizabe-
thans accepted men and 
boys as female characters, 
while today’s productions 
of classics offer a mix-
ture of race, ethnicity and 
gender. And coming this 
spring on Broadway will be 
a multi-racial revival of “A 
Streetcar Named Desire”.

The late black play-
wright August Wilson 
argued against non-tradi-
tional casting, advocating 
instead for more roles to be 
written for people of color 
and other minorities. But 
his opinion is in the minor-
ity. Sure, the integrity of 
the work must be upheld — 
for instance, we don’t want 

to see an all-white “Porgy 
and Bess” (see the latest 
version, it’s great) — but 
most of the time diverse 
casting is a plus.

Perhaps more out of 
necessity than design, 
Theatre By The Bay has 
done some gender-bending 
in its March production 
of “Oliver!” Isabel Robin 
once again defies anatomy 
by playing Oliver Twist 
— she was young Patrick 
in “Mame” — and another 
young fem, Jennifer San-
chez, will be The Artful 
Dodger. Director Larry 

Bloom always likes to put a 
lot of people on stage — this 
production of “Oliver!” has 
a cast of 50, including 25 
children.

Another suggestion to 
our local theaters to pro-

mote themselves is to run 
a play festival or two each 
year, such as our neigh-
bors in Manhattan do. This 
month the Second Annual 
Midwinter-Madness Short 
Play Festival takes place 
at the Roy Arias Studios 
on West 43rd Street, and a 
couple of others are run in 
the summer. 

So instead of complain-
ing about the lack of an au-
dience, let’s do something 
different to fill the seats. If 
you have any other ideas, 
short of securing a $25 mil-
lion donation as the Signa-

ture Theatre recently got 
in its new digs, let me hear 
from you.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBH24@Columbia.edu.

10% OFF
All Catering
Over $100

Can not be combined with any other Offers, 

FREE
Glass of Wine with

(Dine In Only)

$2.00 OFF
Any

Large Pie
(Pick-Up Only)

Join us 
From February 11 to February 14

Pre-Fixe Menu
Choice of:

:

OTHER SPECIALS INCLUDE

248-25 NORTHERN BLVD. LITTLE NECK
(Across fron Stop & Shop)

718-352-9300www.dimarias.com check us out on Facebook

Can not be combined with any other Offers, Can not be combined with any other Offers, 

$19.95p.p.

Choice of 
Appetizer

Second Course

Third Course

All of the above served w/ mixed vegetables & baked potato
FREE AFTER DINNER DRINK!

$18.95 

Senior Citizen 
Special

3pm-6pm

$10.95
Lunch Special

Every day
12pm-3pm

$12.95 
Pasta Night

Monday
 thru 

Wednesday

$6495

PER COUPLE

Valentine’s 
Weekend Special

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Diversify the stage to bring in bigger audiences
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Giardino Restaurant, 44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363  
Phone 718-428-1090    Giardinos.com    facebook.com/giardinos 

 
VA L E T  PA R K I N G

Classic  Italian Cuisine

Valentine’s Day 
Special Menu

THREE COURSE PRIX FIXE 

Romantic Dinner
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14,  2012

Your choice of dessert, presented to you tableside,  
Complimentary glass of Champagne served with dessert

$47 per person plus tax and gratuity

DINNER SPECIALS LUNCH SPECIALS

718.229.1503

Soup, Dumplings or Egg  
Roll, Entree, Fruit Dessert$10.95 $6.95—$7.95

Serving only the freshest  
& finest ingredients

NO MSG - Only 100%  
Vegetable oil used

WEIGHT 
WATCHERS 

MENU

EAT-IN  
OR  

TAKE-OUT

NEW BAR 
CATERING  FOR PARTIES

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 • 718.229.5319

Monday –Friday 3:30pm- 11:00pm Saturday 4pm- 12midnight 
Sunday 1:00pm-10:00pm

We accept all major credit cards

Jimmy’s Trattoria

Ristorante
Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional

Italian Cuisine
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Across
  1. 
  5. Battery terminal
10.
14.
15.
16. Poet of ancient Rome
17. Campus military org.
18. Hair-cutting spy?
20. Construction quote
22. Home of 39-Across
23.
24.
25. Western toppers
30. Like some yogurt
34.
35.
37.
38. Santa ___
39.
       poser
41. Regrets
42. Synopsis
44.
45.
46.
48.
50.
51.
52. A Musketeer
55.
60.
62.
63.
64. Grannies
65. Accurate
66.
67.
68. Lose traction

  1. 
  2. 
  3. Instructions to a

  4. Community of people
  5. Actress Jessica

  6. 
  7. 
  8. 
  9. 
10.
11. Mary Kay rival
12. Clay cooker
13. Notion
19.
21. Mr.’s mate
25. Flat’s opposite
26.
27. Frequently
28.
29. Confusing situation
31.

32. Bypass
33.
36.
39. Apparition
40.
43.
45.
47. Bricklayers

49.
52.
53. Sitar music
54.
55.
56. Pre-1917 ruler
57.
58.
59.
61.

Dream as if you’ll
live forever. Live
as if you’ll die
today.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
IT’S  ABOUT  TIME

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
 By Pete Canty (Pete@gfrpuzzles.com)

TimesLedger Newspapers
Feb. 9-15, 2012

L, M ... No P !

We will be celebrating Valentine’s Day from 
Saturday, February 10 - Tuesday, February 14,

with the most authentic Italian and Sicilian 
specialties and selections from our Wine Cellar.

L’Italiano TrattoriaL’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expy.

(Corner of Bell Blvd.)
Bayside, NY 11364

Call now
to reserve your 
special table.

718-224-2536

Complimentary glass of Prosecco with your Valentine’s Dinner

96 northern blvd. 
great neck, ny 11201

516.829.0005
www.vespany.com

Enjoy your

Valentine’s Day 
Dinner

through the weekend and 
February 14th 

You know you’re in a place where the 
romantic country of Italy lives when you 

are welcomed with a warm Italian

“Ciao, Come Stai?”
“What ‘s most impressive about this 

authentic European corner is the aroma of 
tantalizing food that compliments its 

Tuscan atmosphere.”
Innovative specials are created daily

 which reflects a variety of 
European classics & fresh fish

Call for reservations 

Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarves — Artistic director 
Patricia Zaback.
When: Feb. 18, 25 and March 3, 2 
pm; Feb. 22, 1 pm
Where: BroadHollow Theatre, 
700 Hempstead Turnpike, 
Elmont
Contact: (516) 775-4420
Website: www.broadhollow.org

A 
Few 

Good Men — Aaron Sorkin’s hit 
about two marines on trial for 
serious crimes. Artistic director 
Patricia Zaback.
When: Feb. 18, 24, 25, 29 and 
March 2 and 3, 8 pm; Sunday, 
Feb. 19, 2:30 pm; Feb. 26 and 
March 4, 2:30 pm; Feb. 29, 2 pm
Where: BroadHollow Theatre, 
700 Hempstead Turnpike, 
Elmont
Contact: (516) 775-4420
Website: www.broadhollow.org

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Sterling Glen of Great 
Neck, 96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great 
Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman - robin@lovecoach.
com (516) 732-0911
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Join us for

Pasta
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli,

Stuffed Shells, Manicotti - $10.95
Penne Vodka - $11.95

Linguini Clam Sauce - $11.25
Spaghetti and Meatballs - $11.95

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

Open
7 Days

Noon to 
11pm

PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays

Not to be combined any other offer.

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Appetizers
Lobster Bisque - $5.50
Garden Salad - $5.75

Fresh Mozzarella
and Tomato - $8.75

Baked Clams - $11.75
Mussels White or Red - $10.75

Shrimp Cocktail - $8.25
Assorted Antipasto - $9.25

Entrees
Chicken- Parmigiana, Pizzaiola,

Marsala, Francese - $15.95
Veal –Parmigiana,

Marsala, Picatta - $16.95
Eggplant Parmigiana
and Rollatini - $11.75

Shrimp-Scampi, Parmigiana,
Bella, Marinara, Fra Diavolo - $15.95

Tilapia - $14.95
Calamari Marinara - $13.95

Seafood Pasta - $17.95
Chilean Sea Bass - $17.95

HHHHHappppyy VVVaaaaalleenntiinneess DDDDayyy!

Dessert
Cheese Cake - $5.25

Tartufo - $5.50
Truffles - $5.25

CONCERTS

Pagliacci — Includes a sing-
along.
When: Feb. 12, 12 pm
Where: Christ the King High 
School, 68-02 Metropolitan 
Ave., Middle Village
Contact: (718) 366-7400
Website: www.ctkrhs.org

Hill Greene Performance 
— Jazz musician, composer, 
music director, teacher 
and solo bassist, who once 
described music as a “spiritual 
experience,” performs Negro 
spirituals, folk music and his 
own compositions with the 
same passion and unique 
virtuosity as Blues, bop and 
Bach. 
When: Feb. 16, 5 pm
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

BeBe and CeCe Winans — The 
Grammy Award-winning brother 
and sister gospel duo BeBe and 
CeCe Winans will make their 
only appearance together in 
2012. The Winans were recently 
honored with a star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame and 
have a Grammy-nominated 
album, Still, that is approaching 
gold-record status.
When: Feb. 18, 8 pm
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

Brit Pop Matinee — The band 
will play Beatles,Moody Blues, 
Kinks and more. Plus their own 
Brit pop tunes.
When: Feb. 19, 4 pm
Where: Bar 131, 131-02 14th Ave., 
College Point
Website: www.billpopp.com

Monthly Jazz Jam — The 
Flushing Town Hall Jazz 
Jam Series is a unique free 
jam session right here in 
Queens. No need to travel into 
Manhattan, share the stage 
with our Jazz Jam house band 
at monthly jams curated by 
internationally acclaimed 
trumpeter and Queens College 
Professor, Michael Mossman. All 
levels are welcome; just drop 
by and sign in! (btw, we got the 
baby grand, drum kit and the 
house band.)
When: March 7, April 4, May 2 
and June 6, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.

org

KIDS & FAMILY

Sunny Bunnies Nature 
Education — Ages 3-4. Bring a 
bag lunch. Explore nature trails, 
music time, free play and more. 
Pre-register. Two session types 
to choose from.
When: Weekdays until March 29
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 229-4000

 EVE NTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
—  Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: www.bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars/

Greek Night at Cavo —  Cavo 
announces Greek night every 
Wednesday. There will be a 
live musical performance by 
Aphrodite Daniel and Panos 
Chrysovergis, plus guest 
singers, along with Greek 
specials on the menu. Dinner 
reservations are recommended.
When: Wednesdays, 8:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Cavo, 42-18 31 Ave., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 721-1001
First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of 
Art and MetLife Foundation 
invite families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 
dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700 

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Coda by Yve Laris Cohen 
— Coda, choreographed and 
performed by interdisciplinary 
artist Yve Laris Cohen, 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
addresses the shifting 
subjectivities and power 
relationships among human 
bodies and objects.
When: Feb. 25 and March 3, 5 
pm
Where: SculptureCenter, 44-19 
Purves St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 361-1750; 
sculpture-center.org

Surviving Life: Collages 
by Jan Svankmajer — The 
installation consists of 50 
collages made during the 
production of the fi lm Surviving 
Life (2010), revealing the gentle 
surrealism and whimsical 
humor behind Svankmajer’s 
artistry.
When: Through Feb. 26
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Clifford Owens: Anthology 
Performance — In conjunction 
with his exhibition at MoMA 
PS1, Clifford Owens will give a 
special performance of several 
scores from Anthology.
When:  Feb. 11, March 11, 3 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: momaps1.org

EAF11 2011 Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Exhibition —   
Featuring 20 new artworks by 
our current resident artists. 
When: Through March 4
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City 
Contact: info@
socratessculpturepark.org

Open Space - Washington 
Project for the Arts Par 
Program —  This program is a 
partnership with Washington 
Project for the Arts that offers 
an artist from Washington, DC, 
a residency at Socrates and 
an opportunity to learn about 
the practical and conceptual 
issues related to the creation of 
public art. 
When: Through March 4
Cost: Free
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Boulevard, 
Long Island City
Contact:   (718) 956-1819  
Website: 
socratessculpturepark.org

EDUCATION

Tai Chi — Sponsored by the 
Arthritis Foundation of NYC. A 
seven-week Tai Chi class for 
people with arthritis or limited 
mobility. Recommended age 18 
and up. Taught in English.

Continued on Page 32



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
. 9

-15
, 2

01
2 

NE

32

Alobar’s signature dish is Mac & Cheese 
“Carbonara.” Kindergarten comfort food 
goes Italian. Kraft’s this is definitely not. 
A decadent sauce made of a blend of four 
cheeses graces a mound of orecchiette with 
strips of pancetta crowned with a truffle 
braised egg. You will oooh while your kin-
dergartener eeyeew’s.

If mac ‘n’ cheese is the signature dish 
here, pork is the centerpiece of the menu. 
The preparation style varies, but there is 
always something porky on the menu. Our 
visit coincided with roast pig with ched-
dar risotto and Kentucky fried apples. The 
pig was falling apart tender, the risotto 
creamy.

Alobar’s website makes the claim that 

“every ingredient came from less than 200 
miles away.” We accept as evidence the 
provenance of their coffee, which is roasted 
in Queens’ by Dallis Bros. in Ozone Park.

The Bottom Line
It is gratifying to see establishments 

like Alobar helping our borough earns its 
locavore, artisanal, sustainable Michael 
Pollanish foodie chops. The more the bet-
ter. Now all we need is a great molecular 
gastronomy joint. Where are the foams and 
beads?

Suzanne Parker is the TimesLedger’s 
restaurant critic and author of “Eating Like 
Queens: A Guide to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” She can be 
reached by e-mail at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Dining Out
Continued from Page 26

Make your reservations today!!! 
718-224-2200 

Bourbon Street 40-02 Bell Boulevard, 
Bayside, NY 11361

Happy 
Valentine’s Day 

Bourbon Street!
from

Soup
She Crab $6.95 / $7.95

Appetizers
Lobster Cakes $14.95

Blackened Chicken Egg Rolls $9.95
Oysters Casino $13.95

Prosciutto & Warm Goat Cheese Salad $11.95
Tomato Caprese $11.95

Almond Crusted Portobello Mushroom $8.95

Entrees
Filet Mignon w/ Port Wine Sauce, 

Bleu Cheese, Bernaise & Popover $32.95
Portobello Parmesean Crusted Chicken 

w/Lemon Basil Sauce $24.95
Grilled Swordfish/w/Risotto, Braised 
Greens & Sour Cherry Sauce $28.95

Seafood Platter For Two $57.95
Rack of Lamb w/Rosemary-Orange Au Jus $32.95

Cajun Seafood Pasta $24.95
Jack Daniels Steak $28.95

Desserts $795

Chocolate Mousse Crepes

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

When: Fridays, 9:30–10:30 am, 
through Feb. 24
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

FILM

Persona Performa Panorama 
— A 50-foot-long video 
panorama featuring 24 actors 
playing 24 “personas” fused 
together in action and image, 
inspired by Ingmar Bergman’s 
fi lm “Persona.”
When: Through April 1
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

The Good, the Bad, and the 
Ugly — Dir. Sergio Leone. 1966, 
161 mins. With Eli Wallach, Clint 
Eastwood, Lee Van Cleef. 
When: Feb. 10, 7 pm
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

DANCE

Free Line Dance Lessons 
—  Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.

When: Mondays, 1 pm
Cost: Free 
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan  (718) 
591-3377  

Social and Line Instruction — 
American and Latin taught by 
professional instructors. Lunch 
at 12:15 p.m.
When: Wednesdays through 
Feb. 15, 1:15 pm
Where: SNAP Senior Center, 
80-45 Winchester Blvd., Queens 
Village
Contact: (718) 454-2100

 POETRY

Poetry Group
When: Wednesdays, 1 pm 
Where: Queens Community 
House, 80-02 Kew Gardens 
Road, Suite 202, Kew Gardens
Contact: (718) 268-5960

Early Poet Special, MAD Hour, 
Performances, and more —  A 
performance blend of poetry 
and music for the multi-
talented. The microphone will 
be open to the public. Sign-up 
is required.
When: Thursdays, 6 pm
Cost: $10; early poet special 
before 6:30 p.m. $8; student $6
Where: Jamaica Center for 
Arts and Learning, 153 St. and 
Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 658-7400 ext. 
152; www.jcal.org or www.
myspace.com/gimmeseries

First Tuesdays — Open to all 
who have a passion for poetry. 

Organized by the Jackson 
Heights Poetry Festival
When: First Tuesdays of the 
month
Cost: $5 
Where: Terraza Cafe, 40-19 
Gleane St., Jackson Heights
Contact: http://www.jhpfest.
org/v2/readings.php

Open Mic Night 
When: Last Friday of every 
other month. Doors open at 
9 pm
Where: The Afrikan Poetry 
Theatre, Inc., 176-03 Jamaica 
Ave., Jamaica
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 523-3312

Poet Society — The Forest 
Hills senior center presents.
When: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
of each month, 10:30 am to 
11:30 am
Where: 108-25 62nd Drive, 
Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 699-1010

Literary Art, Poetry, Spoken 
Words Workshop — Create 
poems using poetic techniques, 
meter similes and more.
When: Fridays, 4 pm
Where: LeFrak City Public 
Library, 98-30 57 Ave., Corona
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 592-7677

Poetry Group
When: Every Saturday evening, 
7:15 pm
Where: Genesis Tree of Life 
Center, 102-19 Metropolitan Ave., 
Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 544-5997

Continued from Page 31
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La Parma
RESTAURANT

ITALIAN

Happy Hour 
Tuesday–Friday

4:00pm–7:00pm

Wine Down
Wednesdays 

1/2 Off any Bottle of Wine ($99 or less)

Valentine’s Day
Now Taking Reservations. 

No set times or seatings

415 Main St., Port Washington,

NY 11050 (516)439-4960
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH & DINNER 
(Closed Monday)

Come Visit and Enjoy Family or Individual Italian Style Dining

Dock & Dine &
Water Taxi 
Available

BAYSIDE ORIGINAL CHICKEN

718-224-9292
BAYSIDE ORIGINAL 

CHICKEN

1818 224 9224 92224 929229222 922 9222 92922922

0% 
transfat

10% OFF 
ALL ORDERS
Expires 4.30.12

10% OFF 
All orders Expires 4.30.12
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248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING  FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808
220-33 Northern Blvd.

Bayside
(3 blocks west of

Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606
Open 7 days noon-11pm

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call: Mary Leary 

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537

Asian Fusion & Sushi Bar
38-05 Bell Blvd., Bayside | 718-631-1188

718

61-02 Springfield Blvd. 
718-224-9292

BAYSIDE ORIGINAL 
CHICKEN
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Turner nominates two boro groups for EPA award
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner 
(R-Middle Village) nomi-
nated two borough civic 
groups — CURES and the 
Jamaica Bay Ecowatch-
ers — last Thursday for the 
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s 2012 Environ-
mental Quality Award.

The yearly awards are 
given out in commemora-
tion of Earth Day and honor 
people or groups that ben-
efit public health and the 
environment. The winners 
are honored at an April cer-
emony at the EPA’s Man-
hattan office.

Civics United for Rail-
road Environment Solu-
tions is a conglomeration 
of 14 civic groups from 
Maspeth, Middle Village, 
Ridgewood, Glendale, 
Elmhurst, Woodside, For-
est Hills and Woodhaven 
that raise awareness of ex-
panded railroad operations 
at the Fresh Pond Terminal 
and the expansion’s effect 
on local residents, among 

other issues.
“Coalitions such as 

CURES are an example of 
effective community in-
volvement at its finest,” the 

congressman said. “There 
is nothing more important 
in the current political pro-
cess than local residents 
and leaders coming togeth-

er for a common cause to 
send a larger message.”

Turner said CURES 
members “should be proud 
of the work they have done, 

and I am honored to nomi-
nate CURES for this award. 
I look forward to continu-
ing to work with them in 
the future.”

Mary Parison, co-
chairwoman and co-found-
er of CURES, said the group 
“is honored that the work of 
our civic coalition has been 
nominated for a U.S. EPA 
Environmental Quality 
Award by Rep. Turner. For 
more than two decades, civ-
ic leaders from the Queens 
Community Board 5 area 
have been asking for safer 
and cleaner freight rail.

“We sincerely hope this 
nomination means the time 
has finally come for state-
of-the-art noise and diesel 
fuel emissions reduction 
technology. New technol-
ogy will bring cleaner air, a 
healthier environment and 
a better quality of life to 
communities that must live 
in the expansion of freight 
rail in New York City.”

The Jamaica Bay Eco-
watchers was formed in 
1998 to protect and restore 

marshes in Jamaica Bay, 
an area that covers 25,000 
acres.

“Jamaica Bay Eco-
watchers have led the 
charge and taken the lead 
on so many projects to 
protect our local marsh-
land,” Turner said. “They 
have documented nitrogen 
loading, algae blooms and 
marsh loss; raised pub-
lic awareness of the pos-
sible disappearance of all 
marshland from the bay by 
2020; and worked to prevent 
city-owned wetlands from 
being auctioned off for de-
velopment. Organizations 
such as Jamaica Bay Eco-
watchers work to preserve 
the natural beauty of our 
great city and for that they 
should be recognized.”

Dan Mundy Sr., presi-
dent of the group, said the 
organization’s members 
“have worked tirelessly to 
advocate for the treasured 
natural resource that is Ja-
maica Bay.”

BY REBECCA HENELY

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
hailed news that the Port 
Authority of New York & 
New Jersey received pro-
posals from 15 private 
firms interested in replac-
ing the Central Terminal at 
LaGuardia Airport in East 
Elmhurst.

“I think it’s great,” the 
congressman said. “I think 
it’s healthy and I think it 
gives the Port Authority 
some options in terms of 
who to choose.”

The Port Authority is 
planning to redevelop the 
airport’s Central Terminal 
building. This terminal, 
which opened in 1964, cur-
rently hosts flights from 
10 different airlines and 
encompasses half of the 
airport’s 72 gates. The au-
thority said the current 
building is outdated — it 
was designed to handle 8 

million passengers a year 
and now has served nearly 
13 million a year since 2006 
— and the agency is plan-
ning to create a new 1.3 mil-
lion-square-foot terminal 
for $3.6 billion.

“We’re excited to mod-
ernize LaGuardia Airport’s 
main passenger terminal, 
and it’s great to see our 
enthusiasm shared by so 
many others,” said Susan 
Baer, the Port Authority’s 
aviation director, in a state-
ment.

The terminal will cost 
$2.4 billion and the remain-
ing $1.2 billion is for associ-
ated infrastructure.

While the Port Au-
thority did not release the 
names of the bidders who 
submitted proposals, the 
agency said they ranged 
from “investors, entities 
specializing in airport 
construction and develop-
ment, facility operations 
and management firms and 

concession developers.”
The agency also said 

almost half of the firms op-
erate internationally.

The Port Authority’s 

plans to replace the Central 
Terminal complements a 
deal being worked out for 
Delta Airlines to take over 
and refurbish Terminal C 

at the airport, currently 
operated by US Airways, 
in exchange for giving up 
some of its slots at Ronald 
Regan Washington Na-

tional Airport in D.C. to 
US Airways. The plan has 
been approved by the U.S. 
Department of Transporta-
tion and is being reviewed 
by the U.S. Department of 
Justice.

Delta’s renovation, 
which is expected to cost 
$117 million, will connect 
Terminal C to Delta’s Ter-
minal D and create a new 
Sky Club in Terminal C.

The US Airways Ter-
minal at LaGuardia was 
named the seventh worst in 
the world recently by From-
mer’s Travel Guides.

Crowley said he had 
previously complained 
about the men’s bathrooms 
in Terminal C. He said the 
renovations of both the 
Central Terminal and Ter-
minal C would begin a re-
naissance of the airport.

“It’s going to put a 
much better face forward 
as far as Queens is con-
cerned,” Crowley said.

Volunteers rake refuse out of an overgrown strip along Edsall Avenue last year. 
Photo courtesy CURES

Bids to replace LGA Central Terminal roll in

The Port Authority of New York & New Jersey says it has attracted 15 proposals to completely reno-
vate LaGuardia Airport’s Central Terminal.
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GOP PATRIOTS TEA PARTY BOURBON STREET MARDI GRAS

BAYSIDE-WHITESTONE LIONS CLUB

THE END OF AN ERA AT THE PALACE DINER IN FLUSHING

2 2

2

2

1 1

1

1

65

3

7

4

8

Frank Scaturro, Lauren Whelan and 
Phil Ragusa

Jack Friedman (l.) and Sophia 
Ganosis (r.) of the Queens Chamber 
of Commerce with Sam Havorah (c.), 
manager of Bourbon Street

Frank Miller, Ann Sawin, Adam Lombardi, Ann Marie Vallone, Paul Vallone, Sal Bacarella and Lionel Morales

Last time the Palace Diner sign was lit

Devoted patrons the Rev. Abraham 
Thaddeus and Yolanda and James 
Gallagher

Some of the new Patriots Tea Party mem-
bers from NE Queens

Queens Chamber of Commerce members 
Greg Sullivan, Donna Lawlor and Laura 
Himni

Devon O’Connor and Adam Lombardi

Longtime friend Chris and owner George 
Mantzikos

Our last supper at the Palace

Owner George and wife Vassos

Where do we go now?

George and Dee Richard

Let’s plan a reunion of all our regulars

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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from The Bay Terrace!
Happy Valentine’s Day

Welcome to a place filled with life, yet removed from the bustle and congestion of the city. A place to see a movie with the 
family, buy your groceries for the week shop for clothes for the kids or that special something for yourself. Even mail a 
package and handle your banking. A place that’s right in the neighborhood, filled with merchants who still understand that 
service is more than just a word – it’s everything. A special place to meet with family and friends, to have some fun, share 
a moment, and experience the best that The Bay Terrace Shopping Center has to offer.
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Military

Joseph Calleja of Woodside, 
serving with the 727th Military 
Police Detachment, Law and Or-
der, is promoted to the rank of 
sergeant.

Efrain Ortiz of Forest Hills, 
serving with the Co. A, 101st Sig-
nal Battalion, is promoted to the 
rank of private.

Christopher Zayasbazan of 
South Ozone Park, serving with 
the Division Signal Co., 42nd In-
fantry Division, is promoted to 
the rank of private 1st class.

Kamani Lloyd of Hollis, 
serving with the Co. F, (Forward 
Support Co. Infantry), 427th Bri-
gade Support Battalion, is pro-
moted to the rank of private 1st 
class.

Fred Williams of Jamaica, 
serving with the 1569th Trans-
portation Co. is promoted to the 
rank of private 1st class.

Gullit Etienne of Jamaica, 
serving with the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Co., 2-108th In-
fantry, is promoted to the rank of 
private 1st class.

David Amankwah of Ja-
maica, serving with the 107th 
Military Police Co., is promoted 
to the rank of specialist.

Rushain Parker of Cambria 
Heights, serving with the 14th Fi-
nance Detachment, is promoted 
to the rank of private 1st class.

Johnathon Aaron of Cam-
bria Heights, serving with the 
727th Military Police Detach-
ment, Law and Order, is promoted 
to the rank of sergeant.

Carlos Estradavega of 
Queens Village, serving with the 
Co. B, Recruiting & Retention, is 
promoted to the rank of sergeant 
1st class.

Edwin Olivera of Richmond 
Hill, serving with the Intelligence 
& Sustainment Co., 42nd Infantry 
Division, is promoted to the rank 
of private 1st class.

Pedro Mancebo of Wood-
haven, serving with the 24th 
Civil Support Team (WMD), is 
promoted to the rank of sergeant 
1st class.

Diego Castro of Woodhaven, 

serving with the 719 Transporta-
tion Co., is promoted to the rank 
of sergeant.

Raymond Esquilin of Wood-
haven, serving with the Head-
quarters and Headquarters Co., 
369th Sustainment Brigade, is 
promoted to the rank of sergeant 
1st class.

Luis Paulino of Flushing, 
serving with the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Co., 1-69th In-

fantry, is promoted to the rank of 
sergeant.

Alexander Vargas of Flush-
ing, serving with the Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Battery, 
1-258th Field Artillery, is pro-
moted to the rank of sergeant 1st 
class.

Fred Williams of Jamaica, 
serving with the 1569th Trans-
portation Co., is promoted to the 
rank of private 1st class.

Gullit Etienne of Jamaica, 
serving with the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Co., 2-108th In-
fantry, is promoted to the rank of 
private 1st class.

Cameo Flores of College 
Point, serving with the Early 
Entry Element 369 Sustainment 
Brigade, is promoted to the rank 
of private 1st class.

Spc. Michael Brown of Ja-
maica has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Co. G, (Forward 
Support Company Field Artil-
lery) 427th Brigade Support Bat-
talion.

Master Sgt. Jessica Huff of 

College Point has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the Co. A, 
Recruiting & Retention.

Spc. Maria Trinidad of 
Ozone Park has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the Co. C, 
642d Support Battalion.

Spc. Joel Reyes of South 
Ozone Park has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the Co. A, 
642d Support Battalion.

Air Force Airman Hilario 

A. Silverio, son of Rosa Villa-

man of Far Rockaway, graduated 
from basic military training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, San 
Antonio, Texas.

Air Force Airman Angel J. 

Torres, son of Angel Torres and 
Evelia Vicuna of East Elmhurst, 
graduated from basic military 
training at Lackland Air Force 
Base, San Antonio, Texas.

Air Force Airman Kevin J. 

Shaloo, son of James Shaloo of 
Middle Village, graduated from 
basic military training at Lack-
land Air Force Base, San Anto-
nio, Texas.

Christopher Rossi of 
Whitestone earned the dis-
tinction of faculty honors 
for fall 2011 at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology.

Geoffrey Thompson 
of Jamaica has been named 
to the American Inter-
national College fall 2011 
dean’s list.

Sybil Simbulan of 
Jackson Heights, has been 
named to the Marquette 
University fall 2011 dean’s 
list.

The following have 
graduated from SUNY New 
Paltz: Caitlin Ryan of 
Woodside, Michael Ama-

dor of Rego Park, Michael 

Colella of Howard Beach, 
Jessica Giler of Ozone 
Park, Xia Weng of Coro-
na, Christina English of 
Rosedale, Christine Pica-

ult of Cambria Heights, 
Kaitlyn Day of Richmond 
Hill, Mark Stallone of 

Middle Village, Dayna Fer-

ran of Glendale, Xiongwei 

Li of Flushing, Yankeila 

Jerez of Flushing, Saman-

tha Kossin and Sarah 

Citrin of Douglaston and 
Shaina Buchanan of Col-
lege Point.

The following were 
named to the SUNY New 
Paltz fall 2011 dean’s list: 
Tania Pastuizaca of Sun-
nyside; Bowei Li of Wood-
side; Michael Amador, 
Rachel Blum and Alex-

andra Zielinska of Rego 
Park; Lauren Gao, Sarah 

Hefetz, Jacob Herter, In-

grid Maryansky, Nelly 

McCarthy and Emily 

Rouse of Forest Hills; Ali-

cia Blakely, Christian 

Chandler, Nicole Forte, 
Jennifer Locascio, Ariel 

Maffei and Maria Piazza 
of Howard Beach; Sandra 

Arellano of Ozone Park; 
Peter Mulligan and Su-

zanna Musalin of South 
Ozone Park; Alejandra 

Almonte, Esmeralda Al-

monte and Marielayne 

Baez of Corona; Mi-

chael Giurato of Jackson 
Heights; Zoe Penina Bak-

er, Nafiur Chowdhury, 
Gabriela Minueza, Eliza-

beth Colon, Luana Horry, 
Kelly Rodriguez and Toni-

Ann Stevens of Jamaica; 
Shaun Ben-Ari, Kasper 

Garlicki, Dean Jones and 
Allison Sofer of Kew Gar-
dens; Christine Picault of 
Cambria Heights; Jessica 

Arroyo and Olutayo Oni 
of Queens Village; Kait-

lyn Day of Richmond Hill; 
Amanda Dallara of South 
Richmond Hill; Philip 

Mavrikis and Jennifer 

McGreevey of Middle Vil-
lage; Alexander Dreger of 
Ridgewood; Eugene Cul-

livan, Dayna Ferran, Me-

lissa Kump and Zameena 

Mejia of Glendale; Franch-

esca Castillo, Jiamin 

Cai, Jessica Choi, Jef-

frey Cifuentes, Carmen 

Siu, Andrew Banuchi, 

Samantha D’Agnese, Ari-

elle Kovics, Alexandra 

Sobrino, John Chan, Me-

lissa Iachetta, Yankeila 

Jerez, Timothy Melville 

and Ayanna Thomas of 
Flushing; Rachel Wong of 
Fresh Meadows; Matthew 

Koopersmith and Kelly 

McCann of Little Neck; Sa-

mantha Kossin of Doug-
laston; Judea Costes of 
College Point; and Jenni-

fer Divanna, Sunny Ho-

ang and Angela Salerno 
of Whitestone.

Michell Rodriguez 
of College Point and Jamie 

Gross of Rosedale were 
named to the fall 2011 Hud-
son Valley Community Col-
lege dean’s list.

Ashley Boyle of 
Queens Village was named 
to the fall 2011 Hudson Val-
ley Community College 
president’s list.

Michele Paguaga of 
Middle Village was named 
to the fall 2011 Mount St. 
Mary’s University dean’s 
list.

People IN THE NEWS COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

AIYESHA BROWN

Academics

MMiilliittaarryyyyMilitaryMilitary

ANTHONY REARDON
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Chiropractic

Physical Therapy

Rehabilitation

Natural Medicine

Lymph Therapy

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted.

Medicare

  Manhattan
Tel: 212-736-1234
12 W. 32nd St. 2Fl.
New York, NY 10001

 Woodside 
65-48 Woodside Ave.
Woodside, NY 11377

Coming Soon   

Best Management with Natural Holistic Power

     Natural Holistic Power

Little Neck
Tel: 718-279-1234

255-12 Northern Blvd.
Little Neck, NY 11362

Neck Pain
Sciatica
Low Back Pain
Arm/Wrist/Hand 
Pain
Headaches
Hip/Leg Pain
Herniated Discs

Scoliosis
Shoulder Pain
Irritability
Stress Reduction
TMJ
Sports Injuries
Running & 
Exercise Injuries

Work-Related Injuries & Car Accidents

We treat...

FREE Consultation
with this ad. 

Call for an Appointment.
Offer expires in 30 days.

Visit us online: www.anmcn.org
Or email us: chirolymph@gmail.com

Paying too 
much for 
heating oil?
If you answered yes, then 
you owe it to yourself to make 
a simple phone call today.

877.737.6990
petro.com

Find out why your neighbors choose Petro, making 
us the #1 home heating oil company in the country. 

Ask how we can help you achieve 

ENERGY SAVINGS OF AT LEAST 
10% — GUARANTEED!*

Commit to saving energy 
and the environment. 

OIL   |   AC   |   PROPANE   |   NATURAL GAS 
PLUMBING   |   HOME SECURITY

*For boilers only. Savings based on installation of Beckett AquaSmart boiler control. May not be available 
in all areas. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Subject to change without notice. Additional terms 
and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2011 Petro. P_11415

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Nearly 70 years after he 
fought in North Africa and 
Sicily during World War II, 
former Rego Park resident 
Arno Heller finally received 
the Bronze Star he was en-
titled to, thanks to U.S. Rep. 
Bob Turner’s (R-Middle Vil-
lage) office.

A native of Germany, 
the 91-year-old Heller, who 
served as a U.S. Army sniper 
during the Rhineland Cam-
paign of 1944-45 immigrated 
to the United States shortly before the war 
broke out.

Heller, who serves as a volunteer for 
Borough President Helen Marshall, con-
tacted Turner’s office after he received a 
mailer on veterans’ affairs from the con-
gressman and asked the office to help him 
prove his entitlement to the Bronze Star.

Turner then contacted the National 
Personnel Records Center and the awards 
and decorations branch of Fort Knox, and 
Heller’s entitlement to the medal was veri-
fied.

“It means so much I 
can hardly describe it,” the 
91-year-old said when he re-
ceived the honor Friday at 
American Legion Post No. 
1424 in Forest Hills. “I am 
actually overwhelmed with 
the effort and the kindness 
and professionalism of Rep. 
Turner and his office. I re-
ally appreciate the work of 
the congressman and all of 
his staff. Everyone has been 
so kind, nice, friendly and 
helpful I am speechless.

“It’s very emotional be-
cause after all these years sometimes I lie 
awake at night and a lot of memories come 
back. No bad memories. It’s been a terrific 
experience. All the people at work come 
over and shake my hand and congratulate 
me every time I mention Rep. Turner’s ef-
forts and success and I am just very grate-
ful.”

Heller was also honored at Marshall’s 
State of the Borough address last month, in 
which Marshall called Heller “a wonder-
ful representative of all our World War II 
veterans.”

Arno Heller speaks after re-
ceiving the Bronze Star. Heller 
served in North Africa and 
Sicily during World War II. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

Rep. Turner helps WWII vet 
get Bronze Star after 70 years
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40 Study fi nds 50% of subway platform lights broken
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Straphangers 
Campaign checked the 
city’s subway platforms and 
found that neither rats nor 
missing trash bins are the 
worst problem but rather 
peeling paint, water dam-
age and broken lights.

The transit advocacy 
agency conducted its ex-
amination of 250 subway 
platforms in 120 randomly 
selected stations last sum-
mer in what was termed 
the “State of the State Plat-
forms.”

“We found the good, 
the bad and the ugly — 
from no subway station 
platforms having overflow-
ing garbage cans to clearly 
unacceptable conditions 
such as peeling paint in 
three-quarters of platforms 
observed,” said Jason Chin-
Fatt, who headed the proj-

ect.
The Straphangers 

looked into conditions on 
platforms, including miss-

ing floor tiles, cracks in 
floors, peeling paint, wa-

ter damage, exposed wir-
ing, broken handrails and 
staircases, broken lighting, 
graffiti, rats, missing and/
or overflowing trash bins 
and big bags of garbage.

The more positive 
news was that 100 percent 
of station platforms had 
garbage cans with none of 
these cans overflowing, but 
6 percent of the time inspec-
tors observed large bags of 
trash on platforms.

Among conditions rat-
ed as “bad” were:

• rats (11 percent)
• underground sta-

tion platforms, including 
roadbeds, staircases or 
handrails in disrepair (15 
percent)

• substantial areas of 
missing tile (15 percent)

• substantial graffiti 
(20 percent)

• exposed wiring (28 
percent)

• cracks in floors (33 
percent)

Some 50 percent of 
light fixtures were broken 
and 53 percent had a lot 
of water damage, and the 
worst aspect of the report 
was peeling paint at 79 per-
cent of station platforms.

Joseph Lhota, who 
recently took office as the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority chairman, 
recently said the paint 
problem should be high on 
the maintenance list.

It was the first State of 
the Stations by the Strap-
hangers Campaign, which 
has long issued periodic re-
ports such as Best Subways, 
Pokey buses and Schmutz 
(cleanliness) checks.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Disney is one of the most 
unique retail destinations in the 
world, and Queens families can 
look forward to an extra magical 
shopping experience in early Sep-
tember.

The popular and busy Disney 
Store at the Queens Center Mall 
in Elmhurst was chosen to be the 
first in the borough to bring the 
magic to a whole new, interactive 
level.

In addition, the Elmhurst 
location is considered one of the 
company’s 20 best-performing 
stores in the country.

Disney’s highly immersive 
new design aesthetic, unveiled in 
2010, is set to deliver “the best 30 
minutes of a child’s day,” and the 
revamping of the 4,500-square-
foot Elmhurst store, starting 
this spring, was announced at 
the National Retail Federation’s 
101st annual show, at the Jacob K. 
Javits Convention Center in Man-
hattan Jan. 17.

“We are very excited Disney 
has chosen Queens Center as a 
premier location for their interac-
tive retail model,” said Jeff Owen, 
senior manager of property man-
agement at Queens Center Mall.

When the store shows off its 
fun, high-tech makeover, visi-
tors will be welcomed by Disney’s 
signature sparkling blue Pixie 
Dust Trail as they enter an en-
chanting world of make-believe, 
replete with mini neighborhoods. 
The Princess nabe will feature 
the iconic pink Princess Castle, 
with a new magic storytelling 
mirror, and the “Cars” ’hood will 
showcase different cars from the 
Disney-Pixar movie.

Guests can watch as beloved 
Disney characters appear on 
magical trees that change color 
every season. And your child 
can enjoy a special birthday ex-
perience here, highlighted by an 
amazing new feature: a theater 
with a large screen displaying 
his or her name. Inside, kids can 
watch movies from a collection of 
50 clips, and families will be able 
to participate in workshops and 
other activities.

Briarwood resident Jenny 
Gonzales often visits this store 
with her three kids.

“I come here on weekends 
when they’re bored and restless, 
and with the new stuff and work-
shops coming, it sounds like it’ll 
really keep them busy,” she said.

Her 7-year-old daughter Mel-
anie said, “I can’t wait to tell my 
friends — I’m so excited!”

One lucky child is chosen 
each day to take part in the open-
ing ceremony at new Disney 
Stores to officially “unlock imag-
ination” with an oversized lock 
and key, receiving a replica key to 
take home as a keepsake.

The entire experience is sure 
to bring out the inner princess — 
and prince — in everyone.

“We have laid a solid founda-
tion and set a new standard for 
specialty retailers, since launch-
ing our new store design in 2010,” 
said Paul Gainer, senior vice 
president of Disney Stores North 
America. “Our momentum con-
tinues to grow, and with the part-
nerships we have built with our 
landlords we have our best store 
opening slate to date, opening in 
premiere locations across the U.S. 
and Canada.”

Disney Elmhurst’s renova-

tion follows in the footsteps of the 
mega two-level, state-of-the-art 
Times Square store — the largest 
Disney Store in North America — 
that opened in November 2010, at 
1540 Broadway. Roosevelt Field 
Mall, in Garden City, L.I., is home 
to the first redesigned Disney 
Store to open on the East Coast.

Later this year, Disney will 
host an opening ceremony to 
mark the Elmhurst store’s grand 
reopening, as it did with the 
Times Square store in 2010.

“We take great pride in bring-
ing the magic of Disney to fami-
lies around the world through 
Disney Store experiences,” said 
Jim Fielding, president of Disney 
Stores Worldwide. “As we reflect 
on 25 years of accomplishments, 
we also look forward to all of the 
new and exciting places Disney 
Store will go in the future.”

Disney Store has more than 
220 locations in North America, 
100 locations in Europe and 40 lo-
cations in Japan, complemented 
by disneystore.com. Recently, Dis-
ney Baby announced expanded 
collections of essential products 
for nursery, apparel, mealtime 
and bathtime.

Rats like this one were reported in 11 percent of the stations surveyed by the Straphangers 
Campaign. AP Photo/Frank Franklin II

Elmhurst Disney Store to offer interactive party space

The Princess neighborhood of the redesigned Disney Store at the Queens Center 
Mall in Elmhurst will feature a castle and interactive magic mirror. 

Photo courtesy Disney Store.
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary Hospital, 
the family member is our patient, too.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

End-of-life cancer pain spreads from the patient to every member of the 
family. The anguish, stress, and feeling of abandonment experienced by 
family members are just as significant as the patient’s physical pain. For this 
very reason, Calvary Hospital is the model for delivering palliative care to 
terminally ill patients, and also world-renowned “family care”. From our 
special social workers – known at Calvary as “Family Care Practitioners” – to 
our doctors, nurses, cancer care technicians… to our recreational therapists, 
Family Care Center personnel, clergy, nutritionists, bereavement specialists, 
administration and support staff…the family members are embraced with 
love, compassion, care and non-abandonment with often needed hugs 
and companionship. We walk arm-in-arm with the patient and their family 
members…together as one. Calvary Hospital is the place Where Life Continues.

Lawmakers look to resurrect old Elmhurst LIRR stop
Dromm, Crowley cite community wishes and growing interest in neighborhood as incentives 

BY REBECCA HENELY

The Long Island Rail 
Road said in a statement 
that it would be discussing 
with elected officials the 
possibility of reopening a 
station in Elmhurst along 
the Port Washington line 
that has been closed since 
1985.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
and City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) both said they 
wanted to see the station 
active again.

“The Long Island Rail 
Road has been invited to 
meet with Congressman 
Crowley and we look for-
ward to the opportunity to 
discuss the growth in the 
Elmhurst community,” the 
LIRR said.

The station was locat-

ed on Broadway between 
Cornish and Whitney av-
enues, but closed due to a 
decline in ridership. The 
station’s previous location 
is about a block away from 
the Elmhurst Avenue sub-
way station, which is on the 
E, M and R lines.

But both Crowley and 
Dromm said they believed 
the residents of Elmhurst 
should have access to the 
LIRR. They sent a letter 
to LIRR President Helena 
Williams requesting the 
station be reopened.

“It will open up an ad-
ditional opportunity or dif-
ferent form of mass transit 
to Manhattan,” Crowley 
said.

Dromm said the 
Elmhurst neighborhood 
is becoming an attraction 
with the expansion of the 
Queens Center Mall six 

blocks away from the old 
stop. He said the growing 
Asian population in the 
area has made part of the 
neighborhood into a Chi-
natown similar to the Man-
hattan neighborhood or 
Flushing.

“I think it would real-

ly promote what Elmhurst 
has to offer,” he said.

The councilman said 
the residents would most 
likely still use the LIRR, 
which is slightly more ex-
pensive, despite the nearby 
subway lines. He said he 
used to live in Flushing and 

would take both the LIRR 
on Main Street and the No. 
7 train into Manhattan, de-
pending on his final desti-
nation.

“It’s an exciting pros-
pect,” Dromm said. “I want 
to keep pushing forward.”

Crowley said since 

residents have to endure 
the noise from the Port 
Washington line coming 
through their communi-
ties, they should be able to 
reap the benefits. He said 
civic groups, such as the 
Newtown Civic Associa-
tion, were supportive of the 
prospect.

Both elected officials 
said reopening the station 
would be consistent with 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
plans to make the city more 
reliant on mass transit and 
less reliant on cars.

“We shouldn’t be cut-
ting our transportation op-
tions, we should be increas-
ing them,” Dromm said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley and City Councilman Daniel Dromm said they want the Long Island Rail 
Road to reopen a station at Elmhurst on Broadway near Whitney and Cornish avenues. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely
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This Week’s Queens Critter

Bowie (l.) and Harley, 10-year-old cats owned by the Chasen family of Bay Terrace, are the win-
ners of this edition of the TimesLedger Newspapers’ Queens Critter contest. Harley is named 
after a Harley Davidson motorcycle because he purrs loudly, and Bowie is named after David 
Bowie because she has two different colored eyes, which is similar to the rock star’s injured pu-
pil in one eye, the family said. If you want to be considered for our pet of the week content, visit 
www.TimesLedger.com for more information. Photo courtesy the Chasen family

BY RICH BOCKMANN

As the city Department of Education’s 
Feb. 12 deadline  draws closer, the state 
Senate moved swiftly to pass a bill Mon-
day that would allow groups to continue to 
perform worship services in public schools 
when they are not in use.

The bill, introduced two days earlier, 
passed by a vote of 54-7. Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone) was one of seven Demo-
crats to oppose the measure.

She said while she recognized the need 
for religious institutions to have places of 
worship, she believed the First Amend-
ment clause mandating the separation of 
church and state held precedence.

As of press time Tuesday evening, the 
state Assembly’s companion bill was still 
in that house’s Education Committee.

After a 16-year legal battle, the DOE 
set Sunday as the last day churches and 
other similar groups can use the schools 
for worship.

The department allows after-school 
and other community organizations to use 
public schools during non-school hours, 
though it did not permit organizations to 

use those premises for congregational wor-
ship services prior to 2002.

In 1995, the Bronx Household of Faith 
brought a lawsuit claiming the then-city 
Board of Education had violated its free 
speech rights through the practice. In June 
2002, after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
in favor of a different school district in a 
similar case, the U.S. District Court issued 
an injunction that required the DOE to al-
low the Bronx House of Faith and similar 
groups to meet in city schools during non-
school hours.

During the 2008-09 school year, more 
than 60 congregations had obtained per-
mits to use city public schools for regular 
worship services, according to the DOE.

On June 2, 2011, the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Second Circuit found in favor 
of the city and wrote that the DOE’s policy 
imposes “no restraint on the free expres-
sion of any point of view. Expression of all 
points of view is permitted. The exclusion 
applies only to the conduct of a certain 
type of activity — the conduct of worship 
services — and not to the free expression of 
religious views associated with it.”

Assembly opposes city rule 
against churches in schools
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
. 9

-15
, 2

01
2 

NE

44

BY REBECCA HENELY

Pat Pilla said the 
idea for her business, 
Chee’Bonnet, was an acci-
dent.

A lifelong baker, Pilla, 
who turns 58 this month, 
had been making a cheese-
cake for a wedding when 
one of the tiers did not come 
out to her satisfaction. 
Rather than throwing the 
tier away, she froze it and 
later rolled what was left 
into balls.

She eventually dipped 
these cheesecake balls in 
chocolate to make a sweet 
treat that resembled a bon 
bon or, as she calls it, a 
Chee’Bonnet.

“Instead of having a 
whole cheesecake that’s 
heavy-laden, they can have 
one of these without the 
guilt,” Pilla said.

Pilla, who lives in New 

Hyde Park and has a full-
time job as a deputy clerk 
for a village in Great Neck, 
L.I., said she used to bake 
on the side for restaurants, 
but decided to stick with 
one product in opening her 
new business.

Working out of the 
food business incubator 
Entrepreneur Space, at 36-
46 37th St. in Long Island 
City, she now sells 12-packs 
of full-sized Chee’Bonnets 
for $47.50 on her website at 
cheebonnet.com. She also 
sells smaller Chee’Bonnets 
to gourmet stores such as 
Kitchen Kabaret, in Glen 
Cove, L.I.

“I’m glad I made a treat 
that people are enjoying,” 
Pilla said.

The Chee’Bonnets are 
hand-dipped in dark, milk 
or white chocolate and then 
sprinkled with a topping 
such as icing, Oreo cookies, 

graham crackers, toasted 
coconut or toasted walnuts. 
Customers can specify if 
they do not want a topping 
or want a mix of flavors.

“However you want 
them, I can make them,” 
Pilla said.

The filling is a stan-
dard cheesecake, although 

Pilla has used special 
cheesecakes for holiday fla-
vors such as pumpkin for 
Thanksgiving, eggnog for 
Christmas and red velvet 
for Valentine’s Day.

After using downtime 
from a shoulder surgery to 
get started on her business 
in October 2010, she opened 
April 1, 2011, and began her 
website in October 2011. She 
uses new media in promot-
ing her business, holding 
contests on her website’s 
Facebook page as well as 
writing about running her 
business and posting reci-
pes on her blog.

“I’ve been getting cool 
responses,” she said.

In addition to her sup-
portive community online, 
she has also found one at 
the Entrepreneur Space. In 
addition to using the ovens, 
cold kitchen and mixer, 
she has also taken classes 

and learned how to market 
there.

At the incubator’s first 
birthday, she attracted in-
terest from various busi-
nesses looking to sell her 
product such as a hotel, a 
catering business and a ma-
jor supermarket.

“It’s not just going to 
a kitchen and cooking and 
then you leave,” she said of 
the incubator.

Pilla said she often 
works late into the night 
to get orders done after her 
full-time job, but she says 
she enjoys it.

“This is my passion,” 
Pilla said. “So it’s not like 
it’s work for me.”

To order, visit chee-
bonnet.com.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Pat Pilla displays her Chee’Bonnets, scoops of cheesecake dipped in 
chocolate with sweet or nutty toppings. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Chee’Bonnet brings sweetness to LIC
Hand-dipped chocolate cheesecake balls make a name for themselves at Entrepreneur Space

General Seminar on M/WBE 
Certifi cation — The Empire State 
Development Corporation will host 
a general seminar on Minority- and 
Women-Owned Business Enterprise 
certifi cation at State Assemblymember 
Grace Meng’s district offi ce.
When: Feb. 11, 10 am
Where: Grace Meng’s Offi ce, 136-20 
38th Ave., Suite 10A, Flushing
Contact: (718) 939-0195

Financial Boot Camp — Queens 
Economic Development Corporation’s 
other training sessions, entitled 
“Financial Projections Boot Camp 101,” 
will consist of three classes. The fi rst 
deals with the theoretical principles of 
fi nancial projections, and participants 
will learn about such issues as best 
business practices and common 
pitfalls. The second will revolve around 
the case study of a business that 
sells products and services, looking 
at projections for annual, quarterly 
and monthly periods. During the 
third class, participants will develop 

and work on their own business 
projections, using the case study as a 
model.
When: Wednesdays, through Feb. 15, 
6 pm
Where: Entrepreneur Space, 36-46 
37th St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 263-0546
Website: www.queensny.org/qedc

Ultimate Valentine’s Day 
Networking Party — Join the 
Independent Business Women’s 
Circle of Long Island and Queens for 
a Valentine’s Day celebration fi lled 
with goodwill, camaraderie, business 
networking and a delectable lunch 
with special holiday desserts. Public 
welcome.
When: February 14, noon–2 pm
Where: Brandywine at the Savoy, 55-15 
Little Neck Parkway, Brooklyn
Contact: (631) 754-6640; ibwc@ymail.
com
Website: www.ibwc.org

Social Media Week Event — Queens 

Library invites businesses large and 
small to learn more about Facebook, 
Twitter, Foursquare, and other “social 
media” and how they can enhance 
customer relations, marketing and 
profi ts. The program will be given by 
Mary Kearl, social media manager of 
Queens Library. It is the only Queens-
based program that is part of the 
world-wide Social Media Week event.
When: Feb. 14, 2:30 pm
Where: Long Island City Public Library, 
37-44 21 St. at 43rd Avenue, Long 
Island City
Website: www.queenslibrary.org

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A 
new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 

Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only one 
person per professional classifi cation 
or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 

Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 
202-12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-
8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.com

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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or her seat probably will 
not be eliminated, senior-
ity also bestows one with 
the privilege of high-profile 
committee assignments.

“Seniority is impor-
tant in this business. You 
get things done because 
you have chairmanships,” 
said Ackerman, who noted 
he and the other members 
of New York’s delegation 
are still perceived by other 
congressional members to 
have a left-leaning political 
slant and because of that 
there is still a lingering 
bias against the state’s rep-
resentatives.

He said he could not re-
call a time when the vitriol 
between the two political 
parties in Washington was 
greater than it is now.

“The divisiveness is 
worse than you hear. It 
used to be a much friend-
lier workplace,” he said. “It 
used to be the difference be-
tween a good bill and a bad 
bill. Now it’s the difference 

between a good bill and an 
evil bill.”

Ackerman said he 
definitely does note a philo-
sophical difference between 
red and blue states, one that 
can even be seen between 
red and blue neighborhoods 
in his district.

One issue that always 
seems to be a litmus test, 
he said, is Israel, and as the 
most recent Democrat to 
chair the House Subcom-
mittee on the Middle East 
and South Asia, Ackerman 
has particular insight into 
the state of affairs in the 
region.

“My view is a very 
tough view,” he said, re-
garding Iran’s attempt to 
obtain a nuclear weapon.

“I think Israel and 
the U.S. have completely 
joint interests here as well 
as other countries in the 
region, including Saudi 
Arabia, which is more apo-
plectic that Israel might be 
about a nuclear Iran,” he 
said.

Throughout his years 

in Congress, Ackerman 
said, he has witnessed 
a shift in the stakehold-
ers’ concerns as Iran has 
ramped up its militaristic 
rhetoric.

“I’ve met with these 
guys over decades: guys 
named president, or guys 
named prime minister, or 
guys named your majesty 
and their greatest fear over 
the years ... in the begin-
ning they used to say their 
biggest problem is Israel,” 
he said. “That’s changed, 
and their biggest problem 
they’ll tell you is Iran.”

Ackerman praised 
President Barack Obama 
for making a commitment 
to prevent Iran from ac-
quiring a nuclear weapon, 
and although he said he 
thinks no country should 
act on its own, he invoked 
the proverb of an ounce 
of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure.

When asked about 
the recent car bombings of 
Iranian nuclear scientists, 
Ackerman said he believed 
they had hit a “streak of 
bad luck.”

haven’t made” progress, 
Bloomberg said. “I think it 
is a responsible budget. I 
think it is a realistic bud-
get.”

Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village), chairwoman of 
the Council Fire Commit-
tee, criticized the spending 
plan for proposing to close 
20 fire companies.

“Closing even a single 
fire company in New York 

City will lead to increased 
response times, more fire 
fatalities and millions of 
dollars in property dam-
age,” she said.

The mayor said just 
because some city agen-
cies will have their funding 
slashed does not mean city 
residents will be getting 
fewer services.

“I think people un-
derstand we live in a more 
difficult time and they may 
not be happy about it, but 
they’re adjusting,” he said.

Bloomberg said the 
city’s financial condition is 
made worse because of ris-

ing pension costs. He said 
per capita pension costs are 
now higher than salaries 
for uniformed workers and 
teachers and pension costs 
increased by $600 million 
this year “and it’s getting 
worse.”

He blamed the city’s 
unions for saying he wants 
to cut their pensions when 
the mayor said the cuts are 
for prospective employees.

“We’re not trying to 
take away benefits for any-
body,” Bloomberg said. 
“This is a problem that 
year after year is going to 
get worse.”

head propelled by two little 
legs sticking out of the bot-
tom.

Inside was 4-year-old 
Adrian Chan, who walked 
the entire parade route 
while his father Chuck 
stabilized the top-heavy 
getup.

At the culmination of 
the parade, after speeches 
from lawmakers from 

Queens and around the 
city, a deafening roar of 
firecrackers reverberated 
between the buildings 
around Queens Crossing, 
at 136-17 39th Ave., where 
more dancing and festivi-
ties occurred after the pa-
rade.

The day of festivities 
was the result of months of 
planning by the Lunar New 
Year Festival Committee. 
They met every Tuesday, 
when Peter Tu, chairman 
of the committee, would in-
struct groups on their posi-
tion in the parade or scrub 

potential float designs of 
any overtly political mes-
sages.

“Hopefully, next year 
will be twice as big,” he 
said after the parade. “This 
is becoming a community 
event.”

Flushing Town Hall 
and Sky View Center also 
held cultural events for the 
holiday.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

large transit agencies in 
the country have received 
automatic grants from gas 
taxes, with the MTA aver-
aging $1 billion a year.

The GOP wants to di-
vert the gas tax money to 
highways and bridges.

MTA Chairman Joseph 
Lhota called it “the worst 
piece of legislation anyone 
could ever imagine.”

He said, at worst, it 
could force higher transit 
fares.

“This bill isn’t worth 
a warm bucket of asphalt,” 
said Rep. Carolyn Maloney 
(D-Astoria). “This provi-
sion will never get through 
the Senate and may not 
even pass the full House.”

The  members of the 
city’s Democratic congres-
sional delegation who gath-
ered in front of the station’s 
Information Booth said the 
Republicans were trying to 
divert the federal funding 
away from mass transit by 
claiming that mass transit 
is “alternate transporta-
tion.”

“For millions of our 
people, there is no such 
thing as ‘alternative trans-
portation,’” said Nadler. 
“It’s our only way to work.”

The bill was slated to 
be voted on next week.

Although those famil-
iar with the proposed leg-
islation concede it has little 
chance of becoming law, 
“we don’t want this to get 
that far,” Nadler said. “We 
want people to know what 
the Republicans are doing. 
We want people to know 

about it and to protest.”
One of those who also 

opposed the Republican 
proposal was a Queens Re-
publican.

Rep. Robert Turner (R-
Middle Village), who was 
not at the news conference 
in Grand Central,  released 
a statement on the GOP 
transit bill to the media: 
“Earlier this week, I sent 
a letter to the leadership of 
the House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Com-
mittee, Chairman John 
Mica [R-Fla.] and ranking 
member Nick Rahall [R-W.
Va.], urging the commit-
tee to maintain a fair allo-
cation of funding for New 
York.

“I will not support any 
bill that does not allow New 
York City to sufficiently 
meet those needs.”

ROP
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Lancman
he agrees with more than 
anyone.”

Turner’s office could 
not be reached for comment 
by press time Tuesday.

Lancman’s announce-
ment appears to reflect a 
tacit understanding that 
the 9th Congressional Dis-
trict will still exist after 
the lines are redrawn for 

the entire state ahead of the 
primaries this spring.

“I’m optimistic that 
the district is going to sur-
vive and the boundaries 
will change some, but I will 
get a chance to run against 
Bob Turner,” he said.

So far, Lancman has 
raised about $130,000 for 
the campaign, which he 
said will be conducted over 
a short period now that the 
primaries have been moved 
from September to June.

No other members of 
the Democratic Party had 
put their names in the hat 
as of Tuesday afternoon, 
but Lancman could face off 
with a fellow Democrat in a 
primary if that changes.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

discouraged that Flushing 
was divided between two 
districts.

“Dilution of the Asian-
American vote ... has been 
and continues to be unac-
ceptable,” he said.

Bob Friedrich, found-
er of the group Eastern 
Queens United, which he 
said represents 75,000 resi-
dents in eastern Queens, 
said the group was “ap-
palled” by the maps.

“The proposed legis-
lative district lines tear 
the fabric of our communi-
ties and neighborhoods,” 
Friedrich told the task 
force members. “You have 

treated our civic leaders 
with contempt — publicly 
pretending to care about 
their concerns and then 
privately ignoring them.”

About a half hour be-
fore the public hearing be-
gan, Queens leaders, mostly 
from the Jamaica branch of 
the NAACP, rallied in front 
of Borough Hall to protest 
the task force’s plan.

Leroy Gadsden, head 
of the Jamaica NAACP, 
said the task force’s propoal 
to create an additional Sen-
ate seat upstate would vio-
late the civil rights of black 
downstate voters who are 
Democratic, because up-
state would have an addi-
tional elected official, who 
was likely to be a Republi-
can and white.

“We will not stand by 
and watch them take us 
back to the civil rights era 
of the 1960s,” Gadsden said.

Some African Ameri-
cans took the argument a 
step further and claimed 
the task force was being 
racist.

The Rev. Charles Nor-
ris, a southeast Queens 
minister, called the task 
force “five racist white men 
who are drawing the lines 
for their own protection.”

“We’re outraged that 
these white men ... split up 
our vote,” said Democratic 
District Leader Elmer 
Blackburne.

Two of the six task 
force members, including 
one elected official, are La-
tino.

Continued from Page 4

Lines
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BY MARC RAIMONDI

Christ the King has 
taken its lumps. The Roy-
als played five games in 
six days in three different 
states during one stretch 
this year. They’ve been 
blown out by nationally 
ranked teams on three sep-
arate situations.

Maybe all of that was 
just a table setter for a 
third-straight city title.

“We’ve played a domi-
nant schedule,” Royals 
Coach Joe Arbitello said. 
“We’ve seen everything. 
There’s nothing that’s gon-
na psyche us out.”

With a monster week-
end, CK has moved back to 
the top of the Catholic heap. 
Christ the King defeated 
Cardinal Hayes 66-52 in 
CHSAA Class AA boys’ 
basketball Saturday night 
in Middle Village. On Fri-
day night, the Royals took 
out St. Raymond 84-74 in 
the Bronx.

“We can’t say who’s the 
favorite, but we did have 
something to prove and I 
think we did [Saturday] 
and [Friday],” sophomore 

big man Adonis Delarosa 
said.

UConn-bound guard 
Omar Calhoun poured in 
29 points, Jon Severe and 
Jordan Fuchs had 10 apiece 
and Delarosa added nine 
for King (15-6, 8-1 ‘AA’). 
Jalen Jenkins had 12 points 
and Amadou Sidibe fol-
lowed with 10 for Hayes (18-
3, 10-1).

The Cardinals and 
Royals were actually tied 
at 52 with 4:26 left on a free 
throw by the Fairfield-
bound Sidibe. But CK fin-
ished the game on a 14-0 
run, including a massive 
three-pointer from the top 
of the key by Calhoun that 
made it 59-52 with 1:55 re-
maining. About 12 seconds 
later, Calhoun swatted a 
Sidibe shot in the lane in 
emphatic fashion.

“In the fourth quar-
ter, I said we have a poten-
tial All-American on the 
court,” said Arbitello, who 
called the set play for Cal-
houn’s dagger trey. “Let’s 
run everything through 
him.”

While Calhoun had 33 

CK legend battles cancer
Clare Droesch struggles to afford chemotherapy treatment

Royals take back 
CHSAA throne

Christ the King’s Jordan Fuchs had 10 points in the victory. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Erin Blum kept telling 
Clare Droesch she wasn’t 
going to let her St. Edmund 
Prep basketball team lose 
to Bishop Kearney.

“Erin was like, ‘We are 
not losing this game. We are 
not losing this game,’” the 
former Christ the King star 
and St. Edmund assistant 
coach said. “They were all 
like, ‘We are not losing.’”

The players had dedi-
cated Feb. 1’s contest to 
Droesch, who was on the 
bench despite fatigue from 
her first round of chemo-
therapy just days earlier to 
treat stage 4 breast cancer. 
St. Edmund held on for a 
one-point win over divi-
sion-leading Kearney and 
the players all hugged her 
after it was over.

“It felt so genuine,” 
Droesch said. “It was prob-
ably one of the best feelings 
I’ll remember for a long 
time.”

It’s moments like that, 
she said, that will get her 
through her own personal 
and serious uphill battle. 
The 29-year-old Rockaway 
native was diagnosed with 
cancer in November and 
it has spread to her spine, 
hips and lymph nodes. The 
reality still hasn’t quite 
sunk in yet. To her, it’s all a 
bad dream right now.

“It’s like, ‘Come on.’ 
Here is a good kid who’s 
working hard to coach, 
wants to play,” said Christ 
the King head Coach Bob 
Mackey, who used to live 
blocks away from Droesch 
in Rockaway. “It’s just not 
fair. It never is.”

Droesch, who has lim-

ited Empire Blue medical 
insurance, has already gone 
through multiple tests. She 
has been denied coverage 
for her cancer treatments 
at Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center and could see costs 
skyrocket, but is trying to 
work with the hospital’s fi-
nance office.

“She is going to need 
all the help she can get from 
all facets of life, so it’s great 
that people are reaching 
out,” said Royals assistant 
Jill Cook, who has known 
Droesch for more than 20 
years.

A family friend has al-
ready arranged for a town 
car to take her to treat-

ments. The St. Edmund 
players set up a Giants jer-
sey day Friday, when kids 
paid a dollar that went to 
Droesch’s medical costs, to 
wear Giants apparel. Bake 
sales are being organized 
and the money collected at 
the door at Eagles basket-
ball games will also be do-
nated.

According to Eagles 
Coach Dan Doelger, the 
Fontbonne Hall team will 
give a portion of its walk-
a-thon money. Both Christ 
the King and St. Edmund 
itself are still figuring out 
the best way to help.

“The way they want 
to give back and the things 

people want to do for me, 
the only word I can say is 
overwhelmed,” Droesch 
said. “I’m so used to giv-
ing. I always want to make 
someone feel better and put 
a smile on someone’s face. 
It’s pretty unbelievable the 
amount of support.”

People can donate 
money online by going to 
graybeards.com and click-
ing on donations. The 
Rockaway-based organiza-
tion will also be having a 
fund-raiser for her March 
2 at the Knights of Colum-
bus. Droesch, who played 
her collegiate ball at Boston 
College before playing over-

Former CK star Clare Droesch, pictured here coaching Scholars Academy, is battling stage 4 breast 
cancer. Photo by An Rong Xu

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50
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48 After ample rest, Moore dings 30 for Holy Cross
BY MIKE SMOLLINS

If Marquise Moore had 
any rust in his first game 
back to the court in two 
weeks, it didn’t show Fri-
day night.

Moore was instrumen-
tal in Holy Cross’ 70-55 vic-
tory over St. Francis Prep 
in CHSAA Class AA boys’ 
basketball in Fresh Mead-
ows.

For Moore, who put 
up a team-high 30 points, it 
wasn’t just about the points. 
It was about finally getting 
a chance to play.

“This is a big game to 
come back,” Moore said. 
“I’ve been out for awhile, 
so I just wanted to be ag-
gressive, play my game and 
get this win. This was a 
big win for us. It gives our 
team a lot of confidence 
to know we can do a lot of 
good things. The toe is feel-
ing good.”

Moore, who had two 
full practices this week and 
hasn’t felt any ill effects 
of his twice-injured toe, 

made 13 of his 17 attempted 
free throws and was 7-for-8 
from the field. Holy Cross 
dominated its Queens rival 
from the onset, going on an 
8-0 run early on in the first 
quarter en route to an 18-7 
lead.

The frustration of be-

ing on the sidelines was 
worth the wait to comeback 
for Moore.

“It hurts when it’s 
your senior year,” Moore 
said. “When you have to sit 
out a few games, it’s hard to 
watch. You want to be out 
there and help your team.”

Moore made up for lost 
time by helping his team in 
a huge way Friday. Moore 
helped them in maintain-
ing a first place lead over 
Christ the King, who they 
play this Friday on the 
road.

“We’re a much better 

team when he plays and 
it’s much better to see him 
on the court instead of on 
a bike,” Cross Coach Paul 
Gilvary said.

While Holy Cross (16-
3, 8-1) feels good about hav-
ing one high scorer return, 
they lost another in the sec-
ond quarter when Mairega 
Clarke sprained his ankle 
and didn’t return for the 
second half. While it was a 
cause for concern, it seems 
to be only a minor injury.

The Knights took a 
commanding 40-25 halftime 
lead before the injury. Holy 
Cross continued what it has 
done all season and spread 
the points all around the 
lineup, as Will Davis con-
tributed 22 points, eight of 
which he scored in the sec-
ond frame. Davis, who is in 
the top-10 all time for three-
pointers for Holy Cross, 
was 3-for-4 from three-point 
range.

“From the beginning I 
was feeling it,” Davis said. 
“My teammates were giving 
me the ball so I was knock-

ing down shots. Coming in 
here, it’s a tough environ-
ment and we just wanted 
to make sure that we got 
the momentum going our 
way first. Marquise gave us 
a lot of energy and played 
outstanding tonight.”

St. Francis Prep (7-13, 
1-8) did all it could to stay 
in the game, but fell short 
despite getting a 15-point 
night from Andrew Winter. 
The Terriers came within 
seven of the Knights when 
Winter hit two free throws, 
but that was the closest they 
would come as Holy Cross 
continued to pad their lead.

“We’ve been strug-
gling most of the year,” said 
St. Francis head Coach Tim 
Leary. “We’ve been strug-
gling from the foul line and 
it happened again tonight. 
We just didn’t compete hard 
enough in the first half and 
that’s where it all started. 
We can’t play from behind, 
we don’t have enough fire 
power.”

BY CHRISTOPHER BARCA

Before last week, Bay-
side had not defeated Car-
dozo in 11 years. But just 
minutes into the second 
quarter, with a large lead, 
it was evident that the los-
ing streak was coming to 
an end.

“This is probably the 
biggest win of my career,” 
Bayside’s fourth-year 
Coach Cory Semper said 
after the dominant 55-26 
rout in PSAL Queens AA 
basketball, his team’s 10th 
straight win. “We’ve given 
them a run for their money 
the last two times we’ve 
played them, but if feels 
really good to finally win 
one.”

With a lead that had 
already extended to 11 at 
times in the second quar-
ter, Bayside capped off an 
already dominant first half 
with an 11-0 run, leaving 
Cardozo unable to recover. 

The dismantling of Cardozo 
(15-5, 11-2 Queens AA) and 
its lengthy winning streak 
against Bayside (16-4, 11-2) 
was complete as the final 
horn sounded, sending the 
energized Bayside students 
storming the court to cel-
ebrate.

Bayside’s Uzonna Aka-
zi could only explain the 
rout with one word.

“Defense. Defense,” 
said Akazi, who scored 
nine points in the contest. 
“We crashed the boards all 
game long and we played 
much better defense as a 
team. Everyone stepped 
up.”

Bayside played with 
physicality and controlled 
the tempo. The Commo-
dores took two charges 
early in the first quarter 
and turned them into five 
points in the resulting of-
fensive possessions.

“We have two differ-
ent charge drills we run in 

practice all the time,” Sem-
per said. “When teams get 
called for charges, they tend 
to not come in the paint as 

much. This game was like a 
chess match, and we made 
all the right moves today.”

Cardozo attempted to 

get back into the game with 
a 7-0 run midway through 
the second quarter, but Bay-
side scored 11 straight of its 
own. Three-pointers from 
Ryan Tomlin and Brandon 
King (14 points) put Bayside 
ahead 29-14 at halftime, and 
they never looked back.

Bayside came out 
even more determined to 
lay claim to victory in the 
second half while Cardozo 
walked out of its classroom-
turned-locker room lacka-
daisical. Cardozo only hit 
five shots from the paint 
and turned the ball over 
a dozen times, scoring a 
mere 12 points in the entire 
second half.

Unable to get any mo-
mentum going on offense, 
its defense suffered in turn. 
Cardozo surrendered 18 
points in the fourth quar-
ter, including seven to both 
Akazi and Jamal Rose-
burgh.

“Today was just one 

of those days, everything 
went wrong for us,” Car-
dozo Coach Ron Naclerio 
said. “Everyone had an 
abysmal game, but I have 
to give Bayside credit. They 
wanted it badly today.”

From the outside look-
ing in, Cardozo’s blowout 
loss is not a crucial blow 
to its season. The Judges 
drop to a still-impressive 
11-2, tied for first place in 
the Queens AA division 
with Bayside, but Naclerio 
sees some reason to worry 
going forward, especially 
after losing transferring 
star Jermaine Lawrence 
two weeks ago.

“This team has taken 
so many hits,” he said. “We 
practice and play so hard 
that maybe we’re starting 
to run out of gas. We’ve 
done a really good job slid-
ing pieces around to make 
things work, but we were 
sliding on oil today.”

Holy Cross’ Marquise Moore returned after two weeks’ rest due to a toe injury. 
Photo by Denis Gostev

Bayside beats Cardozo for fi rst time in over decade

Bayside’s Cantrell Barker drives to the basket. 
Photo by William Thomas
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Scott Lagas is on Jes-
sica Jamin constantly at 
practice.

“We say to her every 
single day, ‘When you want 
to realize your potential, 
you can be a very good bas-
ketball player,’” the first-
year Molloy coach said.

The junior guard 
showed a glimpse of that 
Saturday when her team 
needed a lift. Molloy trailed 
Mary Louis by as much 
as eight points midway 
through the third quarter. 
Out of a timeout, Jamin 
buried a jumper from the 
right side to close out the 
frame. It got Molloy, which 
was trailing most of the 
game, even and the momen-
tum carried over into the 
fourth.

“That momentum for 
the fourth, it really got ev-
erybody excited,” said Ja-
min, who started early last 
season and now comes off 
the bench.

She started the stanza 
by feeding Patti Dorgler for 
a layup, hit another long 
jumper of her own and got 
an offensive rebound that 
led to an Amani Tatum 
bucket. It was all part of 
a 16-3 Stanners run that 
helped propel them to a 47-40 
victory over Mary Louis in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division I girls’ basketball 
in Jamaica Estates. The 
win is the Stanners’ second 
straight following a three-
game losing streak.

“She’s a major asset on 
the team, whether people 
know it or not,” Tatum said. 
“She is very effective on 
the court when she wants 
to be.”

Carolyn Gallagher 
led Molloy (13-6, 5-3) with 
21 points and Tatum had 
10. Nyasha Irizarry added 
six points. Queens College-
bound forward Elisabeth 
Gully and freshman Mei-
Lyn Bautista each had 10 
points for Mary Louis (9-11, 
2-7) on Senior Day. Reana 
Mohamed, who is headed 
to George Mason, added six 

points.
The Hilltoppers played 

without star guard Jas-
mine Nwajei. She was deal-
ing with a personal matter 
with her family, according 
to Coach Joe Lewinger, 
and was not in attendance. 
TMLA played some of its 
best basketball of the sea-
son with the ball moving in 
the first half, including an 
8-0 run, to help build a 28-19 
lead at the half. It was then 
held to two third-quarter 
points.

“When you score two 
points in a quarter, it puts 
so much stress on your de-
fense as well,” Lewinger 
said.

Molloy let TMLA creep 

back into the game with off-
the-ball fouls late in the 
fourth. The Hilltoppers 
got as close as 43-40 with 
1:49 remaining on two Mo-
hamed free throws. Tatum 
was fouled and made 1-of-2, 
but Gallagher, who is play-
ing with a broken nose, got 
the rebound and scored on 
a putback to extend the lead 
to 46-40.

“I almost subbed her 
out because she had four 
fouls,” Lagas said. “If you 
don’t box her out, she is go-
ing to pursue the ball.”

Added Lewinger: “We 
got to get that one.”

The Stanners got a 
scare just eight seconds 
into the game when Tatum 

was fouled and hit her head 
on the padding covering a 
small closet under the bas-
ket. It was just her second 
game back after a suffer-
ing a concussion against 
Christ the King Jan. 18. 
Lagas thought about leav-
ing her out, but like her 
team Tatum bounced back 
and insisted on returning 
after being given the OK 
from the rest of the coach-
ing staff.

“We have some kids 
with some heart on this 
team,” Lagas said. “We 
have been a little bit up and 
down for the last two weeks 
or so, but hopefully this pro-
pels us to get back to where 
we were before.”

Molloy’s Jessica Jamin sparked a key stretch in a win over Mary Louis. Photo by An Rong Xu

Christ the King’s head Coach Bob Mackey. His team may have to 
forfeit games against Nazareth following the death of Nazareth 
Coach Apache Paschall. Photo by Denis Gostev

Coach’s death calls 
for forfeits: League
BY MARC RAIMONDI AND 

JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Bishop Ford and Christ 
the King should forfeit 
their unplayed girls’ bas-
ketball games against Naz-
areth following Naz Coach 
Apache Paschall’s death, 
the CHSAA Eligibility and 
Infractions Committee rec-
ommended Friday.

The final ruling is set 
to be made by the princi-
pal’s committee Wednes-
day, the New York Post re-
ported.

Christ the King Princi-
pal Peter Mannarino, who 
was e-mailed the ruling, 
said he didn’t agree with 
the recommendation but 
wanted to convey this was 
not the final decision.

“The committee can 
only make a recommen-
dation,” Mannarino said. 
“The principals have to 
make a vote on it. I don’t 
know why this was thought 
of as the final outcome.”

Paschall died Jan. 3 of 
cardiac arrest after a four-
month battle with skin 
cancer and the Ford admin-
istration believed playing 
its game with Nazareth 
Jan. 5 was too soon. Christ 
the King’s administration 
believed the same about 
its game with Naz Jan. 7, 
which also happened to be 
Nazareth’s homecoming. 
CK President Mike Michel 
said at the time he was 
given information that Pas-
chall would be buried the 
day of that game.

Nazareth players, 

coaches and administra-
tion all wanted to play, say-
ing it would be therapeutic 
for the players. Nazareth 
athletic director Rochelle 
Murphy then filed a griev-
ance with CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens asking for for-
feits. She declined comment 
on the committee until she 
reads the actual ruling.

Bishop Ford athletic 
director Pete Goyco said no 
explanation was given by 
the committee for its deci-
sion. He was unsure if they 
ruled solely on the fact that 
a game was not played or 
took into account the rea-
sons why Ford and Christ 
the King chose not to play.

“We can’t understand 
it until it is really ex-
plained to us,” Goyco said. 
“Our attitude is to wait and 
see what really happens. 
We hope that when it comes 
down to it, [the principals] 
understand our position. 
We did it out of respect, be-
ing a Catholic school, with 
another Catholic school 
and a gentleman who not 
only impacted kids on 
their team, but kids on our 
team.”

Mannarino said he 
will protest the recommen-
dation with his fellow prin-
cipals.

“I’m going to state my 
case again that the reason 
why Christ the King did not 
play was because the infor-
mation we had was that 
their coach was being bur-
ied that day,” Mannarino 
said. “Out of respect to the 
coach, we would not play.”

Stanners rally over TMLA
Jamin, Molloy overcome late defi cit to beat Mary Louis Academy
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points Friday night against 
St. Ray’s, the 6-foot-10 Dela-
rosa has almost been as 
valuable this weekend. He 
had 12 points and did a yeo-
man’s job on Daniel Dingle 
Friday and helped limit 
Sidibe and Jenkins Satur-
day to go along with nine 
points.

“I think he’s getting 
there,” Arbitello said. “That 
was a big test for him. Those 
are two good big guys.”

Delarosa has been 
working out constantly 
with assistant Coach Kha-
lid Reeves, a former NBA 

guard. He’s been running 
the treadmill and lifting 
weights, getting to work-
outs 90 minutes earlier 
than everyone else. Dela-
rosa said he has lost 15 to 
20 pounds since last season 
and his conditioning has 
improved exponentially 
even since the beginning of 
the season.

“I know they’re very 
good players, Division I 
players,” Delarosa said of 
Dingle, Sidibe and Jenkins. 
“I want to show the world 
and show people I can play 
at that level.”

With the excellence 
Christ the King has on the 
perimeter in Calhoun, Lew-
is and Severe and another 
exceptional talent, Jordan 

Fuchs, on the wing, a good 
big guy could be the biggest 
ingredient to becoming the 
first team to three-peat in 
the CHSAA since Tolentine 
did it from 1980-82.

“If he plays the way 
he’s supposed to, he could 
make us very difficult to 
beat,” Arbitello said.

It already looks that 
way. Christ the King seems 
to have hit its stride after 
some ups and downs ear-
lier in the season. This 
weekend means little to Ar-
bitello, though.

“I think it just means 
that we’re a good team,” he 
said, “which everyone ex-
pected us to be.”

Continued from Page 47

Royals

seas, said there will also be 
fund-raisers in Boston and 
Hawaii, among other plac-
es he’s been throughout 
her life. For updates and 
information, one can also 
go to the Friends of Crush 
Cancer Fund for Clare Fa-

cebook page.
“If anyone can beat 

it, she can and what an in-
spiration she’ll be to the 
younger people out there 
when she beats it, because 
she will beat it,” Doelger 
said.

Droesch was an all-
American at Christ the 
King, leading the Royals 
to three-straight state Fed-

eration titles at the highest 
classification and went 106-
10 in four years. Mackey 
said she was the best pure 
shooter the Royals ever had. 
She went on to lead Boston 
College to four straight 
NCAA tournaments be-
fore playing overseas in 
Portugal. Droesch’s coach-
ing stops included UMass, 
Vanderbilt and St. John’s. 

Last year, as an assistant, 
she helped guide Scholars 
Academy to the PSAL Class 
B title.

“I think that’s some-
thing special that she has,” 
Cook said. “She knows how 
to get the best out of kids 
and basketball players. She 
knows how to leave an im-
pression on them.”

Coaching keeps 

Droesch going. Despite the 
ability to take as much time 
as she needs, she has missed 
just one St. Edmund game 
since being diagnosed and 
three practices. Even on 
days where she doesn’t feel 
well physically, she knows 
by showing up at the gym 
her spirits will be lifted by 
the players and she will be 
happy.

“I have to be strong 
throughout this whole 
process,” Droesch said. 
“[I want to] show my high 
school team and all the 
other kids out there how 
strong I am, by showing up 
to things and being there. If 
I can beat this, you can beat 
anything.”

Continued from Page 47
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Now accepting on line registration for 
all Spring 2012 Baseball activities 

www.daconline.net

DEPHILLIPS
ATHLETIC CLUB

Clubhouse telephone-347-252-1154
 Email-bbdacsports@aol.com

Instructional Tee-Ball (5-6 Years Old)

Machine Pitch Texas League (7-8 Years Old)

Minor League (9-10 years old) 

and (11-12 Years Old)

Junior Pony (13-15 Years Old)

*All ages are as of May 1, 2012

REGISTRATION 

CLOSES:

Friday April 6, 2012

DON’T MISS OUT!

For in-person registration 

visit our clubhouse

21-04 202nd Street, Bayside 

(basement entrance)

Please use on-street parking only
Thursdays February 9 - April 5  •  7-9 PM

www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 
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CLASS

795 Northern Blvd., Great Neck, NY 

516-829-2834BIENER.COM
Come check out our beautiful new showroom and state-of-the-art service facility.

All leases subject to primary lenders tier one approval for returning audi lessee. Tax & mv fees additional. Lessee responsible for wear & tear and .25¢/Mi over 10,000 mi/yr. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Valid while supplies and programs last.

$399
2012 Audi A4 2.0T Premium quattro

Htd Seats, Bluetooth, iPod, HomeLink, Dark Wood Dash, Stain-
less Steel Exhaust, Conv Pkg, All Wthr Pkg, Auto. MSRP $41,840

Heated Seats, Bluetooth, iPod, HomeLink, Satellite Radio, 
Automatic. MSRP $36,925

Lease 42 Mo. 
Due at signing 

$2,944

Lease 42 Mo. 
Due at signing 

$4,420

Follow us onCelebrating  
80 yearsAUDI

Where Our Family Treats You Like Family

$
m quq attatttrtroo

New York’s #1 volume Audi  
   dealer is closer than you think.

$349
2012 Audi A5 2.0T Premium quattro

Certified pre-owned Audi models
2009 Audi Q5 Premium Plus  Auto, Nav, 39k mi. #P7863   ........................................................................ $32,999*

2009 Audi Q7 Auto, Moonroof, 30k mi. #P7913.......................................................................................... $34,900*

2009 Audi Q5 3.2 Premium Plus Auto, Nav, 33k mi. #P7917  .................................................................... $35,500*

2009 Audi Q7 Premium Plus Auto, Nav, 45k mi. #P7924  .......................................................................... $36,488*

2011 Audi Q5 Auto, Heated Seats, Bluetooth, 3k mi. #P7801  .................................................................. $36,999*

2009 Audi Q7 Premium Plus Auto, Nav, 31k mi. #P7915   ......................................................................... $37,999*

Just minutes from the Queens border.

AUDI

Premium, Sport 
Pkg., Heated Seats, 
HomeLink, Automatic. 
MSRP $51,725

$579
Lease 42 Mo. 

Due at signing 
$4,272

2012 Audi A6 3.0T Premium quattro
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST., 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 2/13/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

131313
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7215-40K mi.
8 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

2007 
BMW X5 AWD
$28,981

*

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7755-82K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2004 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

$25,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, 3rd Row, Stk#U7842-18K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 DODGE

DURANGO 4X4
$23,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat Stk#U7205-20K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

$10,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7713-39K mi.

6 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CALIBER
$13,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7634-17K mi.
9 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 CHRYSLER

200
$15,481
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7073-42K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2008 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING

$17,981
Auto, A/C, Stk#U7584-41K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 JEEP

WRANGLER 4 DR. 4X4
$18,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7378-28K mi.
7 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CHALLENGER

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Alloys, Stk#U7827-47K mi.
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Learning & Fun All Rolled Into One!
Serving Our Community
For More Than 14 Years!

Children Ages 2.9-5 Years
NYS Certified Teachers
Great Teacher/Student Ratios
Family Discounts
Hours & Programs to Fit All Schedules

Register NOW for 8 week
Summer Program & September 2012!

(718) 888-9341

or Check Us Out on Facebook!
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