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BY PHIL CORSO

A sociology teacher at Bayside’s Benjamin N. 
Cardozo High School got a rise out of her students 
when she chose to fight teenage pregnancy with 
sacks of flour.

In most traditional middle and high school 

BY JOE ANUTA

A confidential proposal 
made by Major League Soccer 
last year provides insight into the 
sports group’s closely guarded vi-

sion of what a stadium in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park might 
look like, documents showed.

The internal plans, which 
appear to be a proposal from 
September 2012, were provided 

to the TimesLedger on condition 
that the source not be identified. 
In several renderings, the plans 
show that the stadium does not 
sit at ground level, but will rather 
be perched on top of a mound of 

earth that the league calls a “pub-
licly accessible berm.”

Opponents of the park believe 
this berm is needed to build the 
foundation of the stadium, since 
the water table is so high in the 
park. Flushing Meadows sits in a 
flood plane, which would make it 
costly to dig downward. 

The league said the proposal 
from last year  does not necessari-
ly reflect its current plans, which 
may or may not include the berm, 
since since its vision is constantly 
evolving. A league spokeswoman 
reiterated that the stadium would 
not be taller than the Unisphere, 
even with the mound.

MLS is staying mum about 
many details of the project, which 
is what makes groups like the 
Fairness Coalition believe there 
are too many unanswered ques-
tions associated with the propos-
al to make it viable — such as who 
the owner would be and if the team 
will even make money, hardly a 
guarantee for an MLS franchise, 
according to Will Sweeney, who is 
involved with the coalition.

Sweeney described the group 
of civic organizations as pro-park 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Thousands  of convictions in 
Queens court could be heading 
for retrial after a state appellate 
court ruled last week that part of 
a program run by District Attor-
ney Richard Brown’s office violat-
ed suspects’ constitutional rights 
against self-incrimination.

Beginning in June 2007, 
Brown’s office began a program 
of taping interviews with sus-
pects — most of whom were poor 
minorities — who were ready to 
be arraigned but could not afford 
an attorney.

During the interview, an 
investigator would read from a 
prepared script prior to advising 
a suspect of his or her Miranda 
rights, which are meant to inform 
a suspect of their right against 
self-incrimination.

“If your version of the events 
that day is different from what 
we have heard, this is your op-
portunity to tell us your story. If 
there is something you would like 
us to investigate concerning this 
incident, if you tell us about it, we 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) told a 
standing-room-only crowd 
last week that he joined 
the Senate’s new coalition 
government in order to get 
results for his community 
and he said the move has 

already paid off.
In early December, five 

weeks after Superstorm 
Sandy hit and a month after 
Democrats appeared to have 
taken control of the Senate 
in the November elections, 
Smith announced he would 
join the four rogue law-
makers of the Independent 

Democratic Conference in 
a power-sharing agreement 
with Republicans.

Even with two un-
decided races that would 
eventually go to the Demo-
crats, the breakaway of the 
four original members of 
the IDC was enough to deny 

BALMY DIP IN THE BAY

Dozens of people race into Jamaica Bay in Breezy Point during Rockaway Plunge, an event held to raise money for 
hurricane relief efforts. Photo by Christina Santucci

Flour babies in Bayside 
tackle teen pregnancy

DA convictions
found invalid

by judges panel

Continued on Page 8Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 9 Continued on Page 9

State Sen. Malcolm Smith presents Donna 
Hood with a pen commemorating the 
signing of the Senate’s firearms reform 
act.  Photo by Rich Bockmann

Smith defends new Albany hat

MLS weighed secret soccer plan
Flushing Mdws. stadium may sit on berm but will not be taller than Unisphere
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only
• APPETIZER: Goulash Soup or Salad 
• ENTREES:  Choice of 6 Different Schnitzels 
• DESSERT: Homemade Rice Pudding, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 
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Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate

$19.95

We Have All the Ingredients to 
Make Your Family Gatherings

A Culinary Success.

Over 1,000 German
Imported Products & A Full
Butcher Department with 

European Specialities 
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Colden Auditorium 
@ Queens College

“Seemingly 
impossible... 
virtually 
unbelievable!”  
- Los Angeles Times
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For all ages.

www.fredstransmissionworld.com

FREE Local Towing & Diagnostic Check with Any Major Repair 
Non-serviceable parts additional charge, foreign, 4 wheel drive and oversized vehicles additional 

Serving the NYC Metropolitan Area 

46-16 Kissena Blvd Flushing, NY

Serving Long Island 

for Transmissions & More…

Rebuilt Transmission
FROM $800*Most American 

Cars, Includes 
Labor & Soft Parts

Expires 2/17/13
This coupon to be presented with vehicle checkups

0% APR 
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 
with credit approval

718-358-5700

WINTER SALE!

WHOLESALE PRICES TO THE PUBLIC 
COME TO THE SOURCE

BY JOE ANUTA

Groups in northeast 
Queens blasted the final 
draft of new City Council 
lines that were approved 
Wednesday night..

The New York City Dis-
tricting Commission, an 
appointed, 15-member body 
of non-sitting politicians, 
is required to redraw the 
city’s political boundaries 
every decade in response to 
population changes identi-
fied in the U.S. census. The 
process is typically con-
troversial, and this time 
around was no exception.

The commission voted 
to approve the lines, which 
now move to the City Coun-
cil for consideration. If the 
Council does not object, the 
lines move on to the U.S. 
Department of Justice.

Queens activists and 
civic associations were up-
set and dumbfounded about 
two specific areas Tuesday 
when the commission re-
leased its final draft of the 
new lines ahead of the vote.

Just north of downtown 
Flushing lies the border be-
tween areas represented 
by Councilmen Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing) and Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone).  The 
Northeast Flushing Civic 
Association, the Broadway-
Flushing Homeowners As-
sociation and the Queens 
Civic Congress, along with 
Koo and Halloran, had 
united over a plan to fairly 
divide the two districts 
along neighborhood lines, 
keeping low-density hous-
ing in Halloran’s domain 
and high density housing 
in Koo’s.

The coalition formed 
in response to a draft map 
released by the commission 
that put some high density 
co-ops into Halloran’s dis-
trict and a section of single-
family homes into Koo’s. 
The ensuing outrage was 
so great that the executive 
director of the commission 
made a motion to correct 
what he called a mistake, 

and stuck the co-ops back 
in Koo’s district.

But the final maps did 
not follow the coalition’s 
recommendations and 
drew a significant chunk 
of low-density blocks in 
north Flushing into Koo’s 
district, a move that had 
not been reflected in any of 
the commission’s previous 
drafts.

Halloran called the 
lines a compromise, not-
ing that Broadway, Flush-
ing and Auburndale were 
largely kept together in his 
district.

But Paul Graziano, an 
urban planner who lives in 
North Flushing, used soft-
ware on the commission’s 
website to show the lines 
could have easily followed 
the lawmakers’ suggestion 
while making sure the dis-
tricts had the correct popu-
lations.

Another hotspot in 
the districting debate was 
Bayside Hills and Oakland 
Gardens. Activist groups 
representing Asian Ameri-
cans in the city contended 
that the residents identified 

themselves as Baysiders 
and should be moved from 
the district of Councilman 
Mark Weprin (D-Oakland 
Gardens) to that of Hal-
loran, which the commis-
sion did not do.

“Bayside remains di-
vided despite overwhelm-
ing public testimony that 
Bayside should be united 
in [Halloran’s district],” 
said the Asian American 
Legal Defense and Educa-
tion Fund. “The portion of 
Bayside that was removed 
from [Halloran’s district] 
and added to [Weprin’s dis-
trict] contains a substantial 
number of Asian-American 
voters.”

The fund and other 
groups like the Asian 
American Community Co-
alition on Redistricting and 
Democracy contend that 
the increasing population 
of Asian Americans in Bay-
side and the two neighbor-
hoods in question meant 
that they should have been 
kept together as a commu-
nity of interest.

Several groups in Queens are still unhappy with the new City 
Council maps approved by the New York Districting Commission. 

Image courtesy NYC Districting Commission

New Council districts 
spur outrage in boro 
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(Clockwise from top l.) Ed Koch (l.) says hello to City Council Speaker Peter Vallone, Sr. as Queens Borough President Claire Shulman looks on in 1987; Koch listens during the 9th annual National Action 
Network convention; Queens Borough President Donald Manes (l.) and City Councilman Archie Spigner join Koch at LaGuardia Airport in 1979; Koch visits the Alley Pond Environmental Center in Douglaston; 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (c.) thanks Koch (l.) for his support; Aurora Gareiss (l.) and Virginia Dent join Koch; Mayor Michael Bloomberg is joined by Koch in Forest Hills; Koch (c.) views planned improve-
ments at the Flushing Library in 1985 with Myra Baird Herce and Linda Shostal; Koch sits down with the Vallone family for dinner; on a tour near Bowne House, Koch receives a framed aerial view of 
the area from Shostal; Koch endorses state Sen. Joseph Addabbo in 2012; and Koch enjoys a laugh with Emily Scheuer and her husband, Rep. James Scheuer, at the latter’s 70th birthday in 1990. 

Photos by Walter Karling, Frank Nocerito, Christina Santucci, courtesy Peter Vallone Jr. and AP Photo/Frank Franklin II

BY JOE ANUTA

Thousands of mourn-
ers attended the funeral 
of late Mayor Ed Koch last 
week as the outspoken and 
charismatic lawmaker was 
remembered in Queens 
with both fondness and sad-
ness following his death at 
age 88.

Koch, who served as 
mayor from 1978-89, died 
from congestive heart fail-
ure at New York-Presby-
terian Hospital, Reuters 
reported.

Many borough law-
makers had close dealings 
with Koch, who took office 
during a tumultuous time 
in the city’s fiscal history, 
and many recalled his 
unique way of engaging the 
public.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) described 
campaigning with the ven-
erable lawmaker decades 
ago when they were bom-
barded by egg throwers in 
Manhattan. She apologized 
to Koch, but he was un-
fazed.

“He just smiled and 
turned to me and said,  
‘Not to worry, in my mind 
they’re all cheers!’”

The late mayor has 
been credited with pulling 
the city out of fiscal turmoil 
in the late 1970s and imbu-
ing the population with a 
sense of hope.

But it was also during 
Koch’s tenure that former 
Borough President Donald 
Manes was accused of over-
seeing graft and kickbacks 
that flowed in and out of 
Borough Hall. He later com-
mitted suicide. Cataloged in 
the nonfiction book, “City 
for Sale,” the city’s Parking 
Violations Bureau served 
as a main venue for the dis-
honesty that plagued the 
borough’s government. 

But that was not Koch’s 
enduring legacy in Queens, 
where he was remembered 
with great affection last 
week. 

Many recited some of 
Koch’s famous acerbic wit-
ticisms.

Former City Council 
Speaker Peter Vallone Sr., 
who served during part of 
Koch’s tenure, remembered 
the mayor saying: “If you 
agree with me nine out of 
12 times, vote for me. If you 
agree with me 12 out of 12 
times, see a psychiatrist.”  
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Battered and burned 
by Hurricane Sandy, the 
bungalow community of 
Breezy Point received a 
helping hand from the luck 
and brawn of the Irish.

Residents of the tight-
knit neighborhood packed 
into the newly renovated 
Monsignor Connelly Par-
ish Center next to St. Thom-
as More Church, at 204-25 
Rockaway Point Blvd., Sun-
day to smell the fresh paint 
and thank those who came 
all the way from Ireland to 
help with the rebuilding.

In the days following 
the superstorm, the Irish 
government allocated 
$320,000 to assist Irish-
American communities 
in New York and New Jer-
sey — including $50,000 to 
Breezy Point, where more 
than 100 homes burned 

down during the late Octo-
ber storm — and the com-
munity joined with mem-
bers of the Gaelic Players 
Association to dedicate the 
rebuilt facility.

“Sometimes it is in ad-
versity that we see the very 
best of people, and the re-
sponse of the community to 
support the recovery efforts 
in the areas most impacted 
by Sandy, has been hugely 
successful,” said Brian 
Hayes, the minister of state 
at the Irish Department of 
Finance. “The presence of 
the Gaelic Players Associa-
tion work team has boosted 
morale in Breezy Point as 
well as been a practical 
help in refurbishing com-
munity projects that were 
badly damaged.”

Led by their chair-
man, Donal Og Cusack, 20 
members of the Gaelic Play-
ers  — Tipperary hurling 

players, tradesman and en-
gineers — flew into Breezy 
Point last month and quick-
ly went to work gutting the 
storm-ravaged youth space 
as well as tackling other 
projects, including the vol-
unteer fire house. Working 
with the Breezy Point Relief 
Fund, Habitat for Human-
ity, the Emerald Guild and 
the Catholic Youth Organi-
zation, the GPA laid floors 
and replaced sheetrock 
and also instilled a sense of 
optimism in the neighbor-
hood.

Cusack thanked Aer 
Lingus for providing 
flights for the volunteers 
and said the community re-
paid the players in spades, 
with unmatched gratitude 
and hospitality.

“We received so much 
warmth from the commu-
nity,” he said. “We learned 
there are proud people here 

and it made us equally 
proud to help the residents 
of Breezy Point.”

Residents marveled at 
the bright walls and paint-
ed walls and remarked that 
the sight of the rebuilt facil-
ity raised the hopes of the 
entire community.

“Even having this one 
building up and running 
again is a huge relief,” said 
Debra Byers, a resident. 

“It’s amazing that this all 
came together.”

According to Tim Dev-
lin, a contractor and for-
mer Breezy Point resident 
now living in Bay Ridge, 
Brooklyn, two-thirds of the 
community’s residents are 
Irish and Irish American. 
His claim is backed up by 
the 2010 federal census, 
which noted Breezy Point 
is 60 percent Irish Ameri-

can. 
Devlin presented the 

volunteers with plaques in 
recognition of their work, 
but said the most profound 
gift is the sight of Breezy 
Point children running 
around on the glossy new 
floors.

“This is the fruit of 
their labor,” he said. “A 
truly blessed gift.”

124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

The Rev. Monsignor Michael J. Curran (l.) blesses the rebuilt parish center in Breezy Point. 
Photo by Steve Mosco

Ireland sends its lads to peninsula
to restore damaged parish center
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BE N N Y’S  JE W E LRY
— SPECIAL ORDERS AVAILABLE —
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Police hunt for suspect wanted 
in Queensbridge bodega slay

BY STEVE MOSCO

Police released surveillance video of 
the gun-toting thug who shot and killed an 
Upper West Side man in front of a Queens-
bridge bodega Saturday night.

Francisco Leal, 27, was found with a 
gunshot wound in his chest on the corner 
of 21st Street and 41st Avenue at about 9:30 
p.m., according to the NYPD. The video 
released by the NYPD shows the gunman 
raising his hand in a firing motion, then 
turning and fleeing with an accomplice.

Leal was taken to Mount Sinai Queens 
in Astoria, where he was pronounced dead, 
police said.

No arrests had been made as of 
Wednesday night, according to a statement 
from the NYPD, which said the investiga-
tion is ongoing.

Outside the bodega, a cardboard box 
had been set up as a makeshift memorial 
for Leal by Sunday afternoon. Seven lit 
candles had been placed inside the box, 
which was inscribed with messages.

One was addressed “To my baby 
brother.” 

Police said Leal had an arrest record 
that included burglary, possession of a con-
trolled substance, grand larceny and wit-

ness intimidation. He had been on parole 
since November.

Reach reporter Steve Mosco by e-mail 
at smosco@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4546.

Police are looking for a gunman wanted for kill-
ing a Manhattan man in Queensbridge. 

Image courtesy NYPD



ASTORIA TIMES ■ BAYSIDE TIMES
FLUSHING TIMES ■ FOREST HILLS LEDGER

FRESH MEADOWS TIMES 
 JACKSON HEIGHTS TIMES ■ JAMAICA TIMES
LAURELTON TIMES ■ LITTLE NECK LEDGER

QUEENS VILLAGE TIMES  ■ RIDGEWOOD LEDGER 
WHITESTONE TIMES

41-02 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
(718) 260-4537
www.TimesLedger.com

PROUD MEMBER OF NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION, NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION AND INLAND PRESS ASSOCIATION 

ROZ LISTON
Editor

BRIAN RICE
Sales Manager

RALPH D’ONOFRIO
V.P. of Advertising

ADVERTISING
Senior Account Executive:
Kathy Wenk
Account Executives: 
David Strauss
Sherri Rossi
Victor Clavie
Anisuz Zaman

OFFICE MANAGER
Linda Lindenauer

CIRCULATION
Roberto Palacios

CLASSIFIED
Classified Director:
Amanda Tarley

Classified Sales 
Manager:
Thyais Grant

EDITORIAL STAFF
Copy Editor: Joseph Gargiulo
Photo Editor: Christina Santucci 
Reporters: Rebecca Henely, Joe 
Anuta, Rich Bockmann, Phil Corso, 
Steve Mosco
Editorial Designer: Charlotte 
Carter
Layout: Rod Ivey
Photographers: Nat Valentine, 
Ellis Kaplan, Norm Harris, 
Maria Lopez, P.J. Smith, Ken 
Maldonado

Cartoonist: Tip Sempliner
Contributing Writers/Columnists: 
Joan Brown Wettingfeld,
Bob Harris, Kenneth Kowald, Suzanne 
Parker, Ronald B. Hellman, 
William Lewis, Bob Friedrich

ART & PRODUCTION 
Layout/Special Sections Manager: 
On Man Tse

BY REBECCA HENELY

A lawsuit over a Face-
book Web page is putting 
the current leaders of the 
Long Island City Commu-
nity Boathouse at odds with 
its founder.

The Gowanus Dredg-
ers Canoe Club, a non-
profit based in Brooklyn 
that is affiliated with the 
boathouse, levied a suit in 
Brooklyn federal court in 
2011 against Erik Baard, 
who founded the boathouse 
in 2004. The boathouse, at 
46-01 5th St., offers recre-
ational and educational 
paddling programs along 
the East River.

The dispute emerged 
after Baard created a Fa-
cebook fan page for the 
boathouse in 2009 after he 
stepped down from the boat-
house’s leadership in 2008. 
Jerry Dunne, an attorney 
for the Dredgers, said in an 
e-mail that the fan page is 
copyright infringement.

“Erik has no longer 
any affiliation with the LIC 
Community Boathouse,” 
Dunne said. “He is a dis-
gruntled former head and 
founder.”

Baard said that while 
he stepped down he and the 
original artist  hold the in-
tellectual property rights to 
the boathouse’s name and 
logo. He also said the social 
media giant was asked to 
remove Baard’s page and 
did not find it infringing.

“They really should be 
suing Facebook if they’re 
so upset,” Baard said.

Part of the dispute re-
volves around the Dredg-
ers’ relationship to the 
boathouse. Ted Gruber, 
chairman emeritus at the 
boathouse, described in an 
e-mail the organization as 
an “activity committee” of 
the Dredgers.

But Baard said the 
Dredgers were supposed 
to act solely as a fiscal con-
duit for the boathouse for 
insurance reasons and the 
partnership could be termi-
nated on either side at any 
time.

“We had an affilia-
tion with them, but I never 
signed any contract with 
them giving them my intel-

lectual property or hand-
ing over my ownership,” 
Baard said.

Baard said he stepped 
down in 2008 to allow the 
community to take own-
ership of the boathouse, 
although he stayed on as a 
part of the Dredgers’ board 
for another year.

Dunne said Baard was 
terminated from the board 
and that severed any of 
Baard’s claims to the boat-
house.

“Erik apparently 
doesn’t play well with au-
thority; and eventually 
the board of The Gowanus 
Dredgers had enough of his 
inappropriate behavior,” 
Dunne said.

The Dredgers and the 
current and past chairs of 
the boathouse have also 
clashed with Baard over the 
use of funds, which Baard 
said were earmarked for 
certain projects and which 
Dunne said Baard tried to 
extract for his own purpos-
es, as well as the ownership 
of the boathouse’s equip-
ment.

Baard said he wants 
the court to acknowledge 
that he retains the prop-
erty rights and that the 
boathouse is self-governing 
and not a subsidiary of the 
Dredgers.

“We never, never 
turned over our ownership 
to them,” he said.

Erik Baard, founder of the LIC Community Boathouse, said he be-
lieves he has intellectual property rights to the boathouse’s name 
and logo.

Boat clubs in Facebook spat
LIC paddlers’ Brooklyn affi liate suing founder over fan page

BY PHIL CORSO

A new FX television 
series brought Bayside into 
the spotlight when it set up 
shop along Bell Boulevard 
to shoot an upcoming epi-
sode.

Trailers with make-
shift dressing rooms and 
storage sheds lined the 
streets in the area sur-
rounding the Bayside train 
station last week to make 
way for the new drama 
series “The Americans.” 
Crews were buzzing with 
activity in different loca-
tions along Bell Boulevard 
from 10 p.m. Jan. 30 through 
the following night to film 
parts of the 1980s Cold War 
drama, featuring two KGB 
spies who pose as Ameri-
cans soon after President 
Ronald Reagan is elected.

“The Americans” de-
buted with its 70-minute 
pilot Jan. 30 on the FX net-
work, starring Keri Russell 
from the popular series 
“Felicity” and Matthew 
Rhys of “Brothers and Sis-
ters.” The show’s producer, 
Joe Weisberg, was once an 
officer with the Central 
Intelligence Agency be-
fore becoming a television 
writer.

Throughout the shoot, 
commuters coming out of 
the Bayside train station 
were greeted by film crews 
asking them to halt and 
watch when the cameras 
were rolling. In front of 
the station house, old-fash-
ioned cars with Virginia 

license plates rolled down 
the streets as part of the 
scene.

Next to the station, 
television crews used C.J. 
Sullivan’s bar and grille as 
a base for much of its shoot-
ing operations.

Street parking in 
Bayside was temporarily 
suspended along Bell Bou-
levard from 39th to 42nd av-
enues and in select spots on 
39th, 40th and 41st avenues, 
but the short-term break in 
business brought a boost of 
attention to the area.

“TV and movie shoots 
like ‘The Americans’ cre-
ate a buzz along Bell Bou-
levard,” said Lyle Sclair, 
executive director of the 
Bayside Village Business 
Improvement District. “The 
Bayside Village BID will be 
working with the NYC May-
or’s Office of Film, Theater 
and Broadcasting to create 
opportunities for our local 
merchants to create year-
round opportunities so lo-
cal businesses may take 
advantage of this growing 
NYC industry, even when 
there is no shooting in Bay-
side.”

But for some of the 
businesses along Bell Bou-
levard, the parking ban 
made for a temporary lull 
for the cash registers. Steve 
Wiesmann, of Press 195, 
said business was notice-
ably slower by the end of 
lunchtime last Thursday as 
trucks and television crew 
trailers lined the street in 
front of the restaurant.

New FX spy thriller
fi lmed on Bell Blvd.
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German 
 for Children

After School Program
New York State Regents

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4-5 From 4:30-6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5-6

Other Classes Ages 7-l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212.787.7543

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
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for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Stop/frisk rates high
in Jax Hts., Jamaica

BY REBECCA HENELY

An NYPD report re-
leased Monday revealed 
that the controversial stop-
and-frisk tactic was used 
on Hispanics in the 115th 
Precinct in the Jackson 
Heights area and blacks 
in the 103rd Precinct in 
Jamaica at rates that out-
paced their demographics 
in 2011.

The New York Civil 
Liberties Union had spot-
lighted both precincts in 
a report released last year 
about 2011. The 115th Pre-
cinct — which includes 
East Elmhurst, Jackson 
Heights and the north half 
of Corona — had the third-
highest rate of stop-and-
frisks in the city. The 103rd 
Precinct, which includes 
Jamaica and Hollis, was 
ranked eighth-highest. 

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said if 
the numbers in the new 
report reflect the current 
use of stop-and-frisk, they 
would be troubling, al-
though he had assurances 
and was told the situation 
had improved in the 115th 
Precinct since the NYCLU’s 
report came out.

“I really don’t believe 
that racism is involved,” he 
said. “We can’t sort of paint 
all police officers with one 
brush.”

The report said 18,156 
people were stopped and 
frisked in the 115th Pre-

cinct in 2011. Of these, 
about 84 percent were His-
panic, even though they 
make up about 65 percent 
of the population. The num-
ber of black people stopped 
in the 115th also outpaced 
the demographics, making 
up about 9 percent of stops 
in a district about 6 percent 
black.

White people, who 
comprise about 12 per-
cent of the population, and 
Asian/Pacific Islanders, 
who account for about 16 
percent of the population, 
each made up about 4 per-
cent of those stopped in the 
precinct.

In the 103rd Precinct, 
17,152 people were stopped 
in 2011. Black individuals 
made up about 74 percent 
of the stops but constitute 
only about 48 percent of 
the population. Hispanic, 
white and Asian/Pacific Is-
lander individuals were all 
stopped at a rate lower than 
their population in the pre-
cinct.

The NYPD report, 
however, said about 74 
percent of known crime 
suspects and 79 percent of 
known violent crime sus-
pects in the 115th Precinct 
are Hispanic. In the 103rd, 
about 70 percent of known 
crime suspects and about 
74 percent of known violent 
crime suspects are black.

Peralta said he was in 
support of stop-and-frisk 
as a tool, but after the NY-

CLU released its report last 
year, he wrote a long letter 
to Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly and had a long 
discussion with him about 
his concerns. One of the 
most pressing issues was 
the NYCLU ranking the 
precinct third in the num-
ber of times force was used 
during a stop-and-frisk. Of 
all stop-and-frisks in the 
115th Precinct, force was 
used 41 percent of the time, 
the NYCLU said.

The senator said Kelly 
was retraining officers 
working in the 115th Pre-
cinct and other impact 
zones, or places marked as 
high-crime areas. He had 
also heard that stop-and-
frisk incidents had gone 
down 50 percent in the 115th 
Precinct in the last year.

“I hope they have be-
cause if they haven’t, that 
would be a very serious 
concern,” Peralta said.

Reach Rebecca Henely 
by e-mail at rhenely@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4564.

Visit us online at 
www.TimesLedger.com
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will look into it,” the script 
read. “This will be the 
only opportunity you will 
have to talk to me prior to 
your arraignment on these 
charges.”

A four-judge panel in  
Brooklyn’s Second Circuit 
Appellate Court  last week 
ruled the language in the 
script to be unconstitution-
al and ordered retrials in 
three cases.

“When the clear and 
unequivocal warnings de-
vised in Miranda are com-
bined with the information 
and suggestion contained 
in the preamble, the mes-
sage conveyed to suspects 
is muddled and ambiguous. 
Correspondingly, when the 
warnings are combined 
with the preamble, it can-
not be said with assurance 
that the suspects clearly 
understood their rights,” 
the decision read. 

“Why is the preamble 
read before giving the 
Miranda warnings and ob-
taining a waiver of rights, 
instead of after the warn-
ings are read and a waiv-
er obtained?” the judges 
asked. “If the answer is 
that suspects are more 
likely to waive their rights 
after having heard the 
preamble, that lends sup-
port to the conclusion that 

... the warnings have been 
rendered ineffective by the 
preamble.”

Brown said the pro-
gram was designed to pre-
vent wrongful conditions 
and was responsible for 
dismissing charges against 
more than 100 people. He 
said the script was revised 
three years ago and once 
again following last week’s 
decision.

“Today’s decision, 
which is based almost en-
tirely on the Second De-
partment’s interpretation 
of federal constitutional 
law, takes issue not with 
the program itself but rath-
er with our introductory 
remarks — remarks which 
were modified more than 
three years ago,” he said. 
“Our current introductory 
remarks include virtually 
none of the statements with 
which the Court has found 
fault and, importantly, no 
defendant has ever been 
questioned without having 
first been read their Miran-
da rights.”

The DA’s office said 
more than 12,000 inter-
views have been conducted 
since 2007.

Queens Law Associ-
ates is one of two nonprofits 
with Queens public defend-
er contracts.

Attorney-in-Charge 

Tim Rountree said those 
who were convicted or 
pleaded guilty after being 
read the script now have 
new grounds to appeal 
their cases.

“It’s not an automatic 
thing. You’d have to scru-
tinize exactly what was 
said in those statements 
and how that occurred,” he 
said. “It won’t be a whole-
sale-type of reversals, but 
rather it will be on a case-
by-case basis.”

New York Civil Liber-
ties Union Senior Attorney 
Taylor Pendergrass said 
the bigger issue left un-
addressed by the court’s 
ruling was the constitu-
tionality of interviewing 
unrepresented suspects 
prior to arraignments.

“There are big ques-
tions still with the revised 
script, pretty serious 
ethical issues the opinion 
doesn’t answer,” he said. 
“The Supreme Court in 
New York is quite clear that 
you can’t delay a suspect 
more than 24 hours before 
a prompt arraignment. A 
program that systemati-
cally delays arraignments 
has some pretty serious 
problems.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 • 718.229.5319

Monday –Friday 3:30pm- 11:00pm Saturday 4pm- 12midnight 
Sunday 1:00pm-10:00pm

We accept all major credit cards

Jimmy’s Trattoria 

Ristorante
Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional 
Italian Cuisine

QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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but not necessarily anti-
development.

He also questioned 
MLS’s assessment of the 
number of jobs that will 
come along with the sta-
dium. The league pegs the 
number at more than 2,000, 
yet a similarly sized soccer 
stadium that was recently 
proposed in Long Island 
would provide only 500 
jobs.

MLS has said it counts 
the number of jobs created 
both on and off the job site, 
a methodology Sweeney 
called “absurd.”

The league has said 
repeatedly that its games 
would not coincide with 
games at the New York 

Mets’ Citi Field, yet the Sep-
tember proposal calls for a 
plan to mitigate concurrent 
events at each stadium.

In recent weeks, an-
other group has emerged 
that is opposed to any com-
mercial activity in the bor-
ough’s largest greenspace.

Save Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, like 
the Fairness Coalition, 
has been endorsed by the 
Queens Civic Congress.

This group, led by 
members of the community, 
including Al Centola, of the 
Malba Gardens Civic Asso-
ciation, and Geoffrey Croft, 
of New York City Park 
Advocates, contends that 
parkland is sacred, pro-
tected by law, and should 
be free from development 
by corporations.

They released a video 

detailing their stance and 
called on Queens residents 
to urge their elected of-
ficials to oppose the com-
mercialization of Flushing 
Meadows.

The soccer stadium is 
just one of three projects 
proposed for the park.

Developers at Willets 
Point hope to put a 1.4 mil-
lion-square-foot mall on the 
site of a Citi Field parking 
lot — technically parkland 
— and the United States 
Tennis Association is look-
ing to expand its footprint 
by less than an acre, but 
also continue to park cars 
on grassy areas of the park 
and build a diesel power 
generator outside the area 
it leases from the city, ac-
cording to an environmen-
tal impact statement.

Continued from Page 1

MLS

Continued from Page 1

DA convictions
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programs, students would 
receive an egg to care for 
and prove their durability 
as potential parents by re-
turning it without a crack. 
But in Robin Sita’s class, 
the 22 young teenagers from 
10th- to 12th-grades were 
tasked with dressing and 
looking after a less messy, 
different kind of delicacy: 
hefty 5-pound bags of flour.

Sita said she launched 
the new approach to un-
derstanding teenage preg-
nancy so students could see 
and feel the responsibilities 
of raising an infant first-

hand.
“There are a lot of 

shows on television today 
that sort of sensationalize 
pregnancy,” Sita said. “In 
reality, it is very time-con-
suming and expensive.”

At the beginning of the 
course, Sita said her stu-
dents had to make their ba-
bies out of sacks of flour to 
be either shared with a peer 
or cared for solo. The kids 
used pantyhose, typically 
matching the color of their 
skin, and duct tape to fas-
ten a makeshift baby with 
arms, legs and a head of its 
own. Students also crafted 
their own birth certificates 
for the powdery rug rats 
and had different teachers 

throughout the day sign off 
that they were being taken 
care of.

Every day, the toddlers 
had to be accounted for, Sita 
said. Students were provid-
ed with weekly budgets to 
account for car seats, stroll-
ers and more, and could not 
let their flour babies out of 
sight unless they were left 
with a baby-sitter.

“They were shocked,” 
Sita said of her class’ reac-
tion by the course’s end. 
“The students didn’t know 
where they would get all the 
money they needed while 
in school. I think by the end 

the kids had a whole new 
outlook.”

In 2011, the United 
States reached a record 
low for teenage births with 
329,797 — about 8 percent 
lower than the year before, 
according to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. While the exact 
reasons as to why the num-
bers have dropped were not 
clear, the CDC said sexu-
ally active teens seemed to 
be using birth control more 
than in previous years.

Beyond the hands-on 
caretaking aspect of the 
course, Sita said her stu-

dents got a close look at how 
society views them if they 
are young and with child. 
For most students, the 11-
year sociology teacher said 
flour babies joined them on 
their school bus commutes 
to and from school and 
drew some harsh criticism 
from their peers.

Since she initially 
launched the course late 
last year, Sita said inter-
est in her sociology class 
has seen a drastic increase 
in enrollment because of 
her project-based learning 
technique. And for the ul-
timate payoff, Sita said the 

first students to go through 
the program used their 
flour to bake cookies for the 
class when their temporary 
parenthoods were put to a 
grade.

“Today, I think kids 
are looking for a sense of 
responsibility,” Sita said. 
“This may have been a non-
conventional way of learn-
ing, but this gave them 
some sort of direction and 
hands-on experience.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.
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Continued from Page 1

Baby

the Dems an outright vot-
ing majority before Smith 
decided to join the coali-
tion.

“The fact of the matter 
is the coalition was formed 
already. The train was out 
of the station. Gone,” he 
told a crowd of about 200 at 
the Alpha Phi Alpha senior 
center in Cambria Heights. 
“The decision was, do I not 
be a part of a coalition that 
would allow me to have in-
fluence and input over the 
important things that affect 
the district that has elected 

me to represent them or do 
I sit on the sidelines?”

The town hall-style 
meeting was billed as a 
chance for the senator to 
explain the “new” Albany.

Smith read off a list of 
assignments he said were 
a direct result of his move, 
including co-chairman 
of the Senate Task Force 
on Sandy Recovery, vice 
chairman of the Finance 
Committee and chairman 
of the Social Services Com-
mittee. He also co-authored 
the state’s firearms reform 
act and said he would be at 
the table when many im-
portant decisions affecting 
the community are made.

Continued from Page 1

Smith
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