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Civic issues call 
for College Point 

middle school
Isolated community urges DOE action

BY JOE ANUTA

College Point residents have 
repeatedly voiced their desire to 
have a middle school in the isolat-
ed neighborhood, but members of 
the city Department of Education 
have said in recent meetings that 
the statistics do not necessarily 
support a new building.

College Point parents have 
expressed their frustration at 
how far away middle schools are 
for their children. Specifically, 
they have complained about the 

discontinuation of yellow bus 
service for middle schoolers this 
year.

In years past, youngsters 
boarded the hulking yellow ma-
chines in the morning and were 
whisked out of the neighborhood 
to middle schools in adjoining 
communities: JHS 194 at 154-60 
17th Ave. in Whitestone, or JHS 
185 at 147-26 25th Drive in Flush-
ing.

For College Point parents, 
the long, pre-dawn commutes on 

Continued on Page 18

CB 7 approves
women’s center

at Ft. Totten
BY JOE ANUTA

At its monthly meeting Mon-
day night, Community Board 7 
threw its support behind renova-
tions to a Fort Totten building set 
to house the Center for the Wom-
en of New York.

The board also discussed 
renovations to the Bowne House 
in Flushing, a bocce ball court in 
Bowne Park and a controversial 
TimesLedger Newspapers edito-
rial about variances.

The board voted unanimous-
ly to support the renovations of 
the Fort Totten building, a two-
story historic building in need of 
repair, at 207 Totten Ave.

“I was very pleased — and 
it was unanimous,” said Ann 
Jawin, founder and chairwoman 
of the center, which provides cul-
tural programming, including 
women’s history as well as servic-
es that cater to women like legal 

Continued on Page 18
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Queens’ Greeks track 
debt crisis in homeland
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Mr. Met packs up a truck at Citi Field with New York Mets’ equipment. 
The vehicle is headed for the Amazin’s’ spring training in Florida. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Flushing residents 

and civic associations want 
to know why the Mormon 
church is intent on con-
structing a chapel on 33rd 
Avenue that exceeds zoning 
regulations when it could 
build one on the land it al-
ready owns downtown.

The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints 
has drawn the ire of Flush-
ing civic associations for 
its plans to build a chapel, 
at 145-13 33rd Ave., which 
would require at least three 
variances. The proposal was 
unanimously disapproved 
by Community Board 7 last 
month and is currently on 
the desk of Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall after 
a Feb. 2 meeting at Queens 
Borough Hall.

Both the board and 
Marshall’s verdicts are 
supposed to be taken into 
consideration by the city 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals, which will make the 
final call.

Aside from the BSA ap-
plication, community lead-
ers have questioned why 
the church cannot build 
on a plot of land it already 
owns, at 144-27 Sanford 
Ave.

With the size of the 
parcel, which is zoned for 
apartment-style buildings, 
opponents said the land 
could accommodate an 
enormous structure.

The downtown plot 
currently houses a church 
built by Christian Scien-
tists, but representatives 

from the LDS church said 
the building is too small 
and does not have enough 
rooms for Bible study, an es-
sential part of their weekly 
worship.

“The lack of teaching 
stations/Bible-study rooms 
in the temporary facility on 
Sanford Avenue is, in fact, 
the primary reason that 
facility is inadequate,” the 
LDS church said in its BSA 
application.

Representatives from 
the church said at a Janu-
ary CB 7 meeting that the 
lot in downtown Flushing, 
which is 23,420 square feet, 
is not the correct shape to 
house the chapel the LDS 
leaders said is necessary 
for their worship.

But the LDS church 
has already built another 
vertically oriented struc-

ture elsewhere in Queens 
on a piece of land that is 
one-third the size of the 
downtown parcel, accord-
ing to documents from the 
city Department of Build-
ings.

The church recently 
cut the ribbon on a six-sto-
ry facility, at 89-58 163rd St. 
in Jamaica, that contains 
many of the same ameni-
ties the church’s proposed 
structure would contain.

The Jamaica church 
could have up to 17 Bible-
study rooms accommodat-
ing 182 people if the sixth 
floor of the structure, pur-
posely left vacant to allow 
for expansion, were fully 
used as described in the 
architectural plans. The 
proposed chapel in Flush-
ing would have 15 rooms 
accommodating a total of 

176 people.
The Jamaica church 

has a cultural hall like the 
proposed Flushing church 
and a chapel that would 
house more people than 
the proposed location, ac-
cording to the plans. It also 
has a serving room, a re-
lief society room and other 
amenities included in the 
proposed design.

But it only has half the 
space for bishop and clerk 
offices, according to the 
plans.

Civic leaders have tes-
tified at both the communi-
ty board and borough pres-
ident’s office that allowing 
the variances for the 33rd 
Avenue chapel, which in-
clude doubling the allow-
able floor space, would set a 
precedent for exceeding the 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The Poppenhusen In-

stitute has come close to 
shutting down after its state 
funding was eliminated a 
few years ago, but fund-rais-
ers like the one planned for 
later this month have been 
keeping the College Point 
cultural institution afloat 
ever since.

On Feb. 25, the insti-
tute will welcome Morn-
ing Star, a band playing 
authentic Irish tunes and 
fronted by Mary Courtney, 
a singer straight from the 
Emerald Isle.

Courtney and the 
band, who tour all over the 
country and always make 
a point to stop in College 
Point, have decided to fore-
go their payment for the 
performance in order to 
help raise money for the in-
stitute, which hosts music 
and cultural performances, 
after-school workshops for 
kids and historical events.

“We have been hard-
hit,” said Director Susan 
Brustmann. “We thought 
we were going to close last 

June.”
Tough times actually 

began for the cultural insti-
tution before that, accord-
ing to Brustmann, when the 
state Legislature decided to 
eliminate member items, 
or discretionary funding, 
for elected officials to dole 
out to nonprofits in their 
districts.

Contributions from 
former state Sen. Frank 
Padavan and former state 
Assemblywoman Nettie 
Mayersohn provided more 
than one-third of the fund-
ing to run the institute, at 
114-04 14th Road.

After the bottom 
dropped out of that mon-
etary avenue beginning in 
2010, the institute fell on 
hard times.

But an increase in do-
nors helped to ensure the 
programming continued. 
In addition, the institute 
held a variety of fund-rais-
ing events, like a haunted 
house and Taste of College 
Point, to generate some ad-
ditional income.

“Because of all of that, 

Lawyer Daniel Braff (l.) explains the Mormon church’s proposal for a chapel on 33rd Avenue, which 
would require several variances, to Borough President Helen Marshall. Photo by Joe Anuta

Civics fi ght church variance
Groups say Mormons should build on their downtown Flushing lot

Poppenhusen holds 
Feb. 25 fund-raiser

Mary Courtney (r.) leads Morning Star in a past performance at 
the Poppenhusen Institute. Photo courtesy Poppenhusen Institute

Continued on Page 16
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3Cardozo student scientists ready for fi nal competitions
Bayside high school beats out city’s top-tier institutions in New York State Olympiad regional round

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The brightest young 

scientific minds at Benja-
min Cardozo High School 
were busy at work last 
week preparing for the fi-
nal round of the New York 
State Science Olympiad af-
ter beating out some nota-
ble competition a few days 
earlier.

Students from the 
Bayside school took sec-
ond place in the competi-
tion’s regional round Feb. 
4 at Grover Cleveland High 
School in Ridgewood, edg-
ing out teams from some 
high-profile schools like 
the Bronx High School of 
Science, Townsend Harris 
High School, Archbishop 
Molloy High School, the 
Dalton School and about 30 
other competitive schools.

“They worked very 
hard,” physics and physical 
science research teacher  

Mark Siega, the team’s 
head coach, said one day 
after classes had ended, 
which is when the Olym-
piad team meets each day. 
“The students stay as long 
as I stay. They’re really 
competitive, and a big thing 
is that they’re doing this on 
top of all their other school-
work.”

The students spend 
all year practicing for the 
competition in which pairs 
of two students from each 
team compete against oth-
ers in about 20 different 
events, which have study 
and building components.

“I really like the team 
spirit,” said senior David 
Xu, one of the team’s cap-
tains. “It’s like one big fam-
ily experience. The result 
really doesn’t matter.”

One event required 
students to build a helicop-
ter out of pieces of wood, pa-
per and a rubber band.

“You had to consider 
the angle of the blades, and 
choose materials as light as 
possible to counteract the 
gravitational force,” said 
Jenny Yu, the team’s other 
captain.

The senior said Car-

dozo’s helicopter flew for 
about 39 seconds — dur-
ing which time it made an 
impressive recovery after 
dropping to about 2 feet off 
the floor — vs. the winning 
team’s time of about 1:20.

“I just like to see it fly, 

she said. Every team had 
the same design, but we 
made our own.”

The team of Sarah 
Kang and Marcus Choy 
took second place in the 
magnetic levitation event, 
which required the stu-
dents to use magnets to pro-
pel a miniature levitated 
car  down a track, and then 
answer questions about the 
history of magnets.

“They originated in 
China. They basically used 
it as a compass. They’d thin 
out a piece  of magnet as a 
pin and stick it through a 
bamboo shoot. Then they’d 
fill a bowl with water and 
put the bamboo stick in,” 
Choy explained.

“I’m really into mag-
nets,” he said, which drew a 
round of laughter from his 
friends.

The students said they 
each start out practicing 
for events based on their 

strengths and areas of ex-
pertise, but they also get to 
experiment in new fields.

“You find out that 
you’re good at other stuff 
you’d never know,” said 
senior Christian Uruburo, 
who added that most of the 
team members are already 
carrying a heavy load of 
about three or four Ad-
vanced Placement classes.

Cardozo sent two 
teams of 15 students each 
to the regional round, and 
of those 30 students 15 will 
be selected to compete in 
the state round in Buffalo 
March 30 and 31. The team 
will join four others from 
the metropolitan region, 
including Stuyvesant High 
School.

“The smartest people 
in public school can com-
pete with the smartest 
people in the specialized 
schools,” Yu said. “We’re 
proud of being in Cardozo.”

Jenny Yu (l.) and Richard Xia demonstrate their helicopter design 
after classes at Benjamin Cardozo High School as the school’s 
team prepares for the finals round of the state Science Olympiad 
competition. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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4 Austerity in Greece worries expatriates
Astoria residents follow move by Parliament to cut wages, lay off workers that sparks riots

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Astoria’s Greeks were 

pessimistic about the fu-
ture of their home country 
after the Athens govern-
ment Monday voted in fa-
vor of another round of aus-
terity measures to stave off 
default that inspired dem-
onstrations and riots.

“The poor people are 
going to get hurt,” said 
70-year-old Nick Psomos, 
who was having coffee 
Monday in the Lefkos Pyr-
gos café, at 31st Street and 
23rd Avenue in Astoria.

After already pass-
ing measures requiring a 
new property tax and lay-
offs last year, Greece voted 
199-74 with 27 abstentions 
to pass a 22 percent cut in 
the benchmark minimum 
wage and 150,000 layoffs 
for government workers by 
2015, among other Draco-
nian steps.

The cuts were passed 
so the government does not 

default on a critical bond is-
sue in March with its debt 
now at 160 percent of gross 
domestic product, accord-
ing to The Wall Street Jour-
nal. The hard measures 
have triggered demonstra-
tions and looting.

The news concerned 
many Greeks in Astoria, 
home to the largest Greek 
population outside the 
country.

An employee at the 
Foodoni Grill, at 23rd Av-
enue and 27th Street, who 
gave his name as Bobby, 35, 
said the rioters should be 
concentrating on finding a 
job.

“We work 14 hours 
a day, 15 hours a day,” he 
said. “Cut out the fiesta and 
go to work.”

But James Bouzas, 55, 
said it made sense that peo-
ple were rioting in Greece, 
where unemployment is 
running at 21 percent.

“There’s no produc-
tion, no factories, no job, 

low payroll,” he said.
Bouzas said he blamed 

the country’s current prob-
lems on George Papan-
dreou, the previous prime 
minister who resigned in 
November so a unity gov-
ernment could take over 
and tackle the debt crisis. 
Papandreou was a member 
of the Greek Socialist Party, 
which his father founded.

“Papandreou family 
destroy the country,” Bou-
zas said.

Frieda Bletsas, the 
cook at Gregory’s 26 Cor-
ner, at 23rd Avenue and 26th 
Street, said she disagreed.

“His father was a good 
politician,” she said.

Nick Psomos’ brother 
Demitrios, 73, said he did 
not believe the European 
Union was properly protect-
ing Greece and that France 
and Germany’s proposed 
escrow account for Greece 
to pay off its debts with in-
terest was setting the coun-
try up to fail.

“I think they use 
Greece right now,” Demi-
trios Psomos said.

But another patron 
at Lefkos Pyrgos, who de-
clined to give his name, said 
the Greek people should 
learn to be responsible.

“I think the Greek par-
liament, when they voted 
the other day, did the right 
thing,” he said.

Larry Panagiotopou-
lis, 65, of the Igloo Cafe, at 
31st Street and Ditmars 
Boulevard, said he thought 
the Greeks needed to adopt 
a more hardworking men-
tality, but he acknowledged 

Frieda Bletsas, a cook at 
Astoria’s Gregory’s 26 Corner, 
said she does not believe 
the Papandreou family or 
Europe is to blame for the 
Greek financial crisis. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Spurred by the announcement that 

eight persistently low-achieving high 
schools in the borough would be given 
the turnaround model, the Queens High 
School Presidents Council held a breakfast 
and presentation in Flushing Friday refut-
ing the city’s education policies.

“Our kids are not pawns for our game,” 
said Jane Rieff, president of the Queens 
High School Presidents Council.

The group, run by the borough and 
made up of presidents of the parent-teach-
er associations of all the high schools in 
Queens, discussed what they saw as inher-
ent problems in the education system with 
legislators from across Queens and others 
with a stake in the system. The meeting 
was attended by about 60 people and held at 
the city Department of Education’s office at 
30-48 Linden Place, 4th Floor in Flushing. 
Topics included student college readiness, 
school progress reports and mayoral con-

trol of the school system.
“They’ve dumbed down the top and 

all they’ve done is falsify the numbers to 

Queens high school council 
blasts DOE’s turnaround fi x

Boro residents welcome 
deal on foreclosure relief

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Relief will soon be on 
the way for Queens hom-
eowners on the brink of 
foreclosure and to some 
who have lost their houses 
after the federal govern-
ment and five of the coun-
try’s largest mortgage pro-
viders reached a $25 billion 
agreement over foreclosure 
abuses.

U.S. Attorney General 
Eric Holder, along with 49 
state attorneys general, 
including New York’s Eric 
Schneiderman, achieved 
the settlement.

Schneiderman was the 
last to join the suit and was 
able to negotiate an addi-
tional $136 million, on top of 
$795 million for the state — 

the fourth highest amount 
among the 49 states.

The total settlement 
is $25 billion and was ap-

proved in talks between 
the federal government 
and the nation’s five largest 

Bank of America is one of five mortgage lenders who reached a 
settlement with the federal government that will bring more than 
half a billion dollars to New York for foreclosure abuses. 

AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes

Continued on Page 42 Continued on Page 42

Dermot Smyth, of the United Federation of 
Teachers, decries mayoral control of the city 
education system at a legislative breakfast in 
Flushing. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Continued on Page 42
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5Schumer wants kinder TSA
Senator’s legislation requires advocates to settle security tiffs

BY REBECCA HENELY

Spurred by three el-
derly women who alleged 
they had been mistreated 
by U.S. Transportation 
Security Administration 
agents at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport, U.S. 
Sen. Charles Schumer (D-
N.Y.) said Sunday he was 
introducing legislation 
mandating the agency cre-
ate positions for passenger 
advocates.

“While we must do ev-
erything we can to ensure 
the safety and security of 
our passengers, that is no 
excuse for TSA agents to 
act in ways that embarrass, 
harass or make passengers 
uncomfortable,” Schumer 
said in a statement.

The TSA said in a state-
ment that it does not com-
ment on pending legislation 
but offers help to travelers 
through its Contact Center, 
customer service manag-
ers and Internet-based tool 
Talk to TSA, which puts 
passengers in touch with 
customer service agents.

The agency said it had 
also instituted a hotline, 
TSA Cares, that passen-

gers who have disabilities 
or medical conditions can 
call for information up to 
72 hours in advance of their 
flight.

The senator had been 
calling for the agency to 
institute advocates, who 
would resolve disputes that 
arise between passengers 
and agents during security 

screening, since December 
after three women travel-
ing to New York for Thanks-
giving said they were asked 
by agents to remove their 
clothes during the screen-
ing process.

The TSA apologized 
for the incidents at JFK 
and said its agents had 
acted improperly in screen-

ing the medical devices of 
two of the women — one of 
whom had a back brace and 
another a colostomy bag — 
but denied the women had 
been strip-searched.

Schumer said he 
wanted the agency to hire 
the advocates voluntarily, 
but decided to mandate it 

U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer has introduced legislation mandating the TSA implement passenger advo-
cates, who would settle disputes during security screenings. AP Photo/Charles Dharapak

Turner to top Lincoln Day Dinner
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner 
(R-Middle Village) is sched-
uled to give the keynote 
address at the Queens Vil-
lage Republican Club’s an-
nual Lincoln Day Dinner 
Sunday at Antun’s catering 
hall.

Turner, who repre-
sents portions of western 
and eastern Queens and 
parts of Brooklyn, shocked 
the country in September 
when he defeated state 
Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Little Neck) in a 
special election to replace 
disgraced ex-Rep. Anthony 
Weiner in Congress.

The club, the oldest in 

the country, said the din-
ner Sunday at Antun’s, at 
96-43 Springfield Blvd. in 

Queens Village, “has been 
the highlight of the Queens 
political calendar and this 

year promises to be the 
most electrifying event 
ever as we enter a crucial 
election year for the Re-
publican Party, which will 
determine the future direc-
tion of our country.”

Also scheduled to 
speak at the dinner, which 
in prior years toasted the 
likes of Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, former state 
Sen. Frank Padavan and 
Guardian Angels founder 
Curtis Sliwa, is GOP con-
gressional candidate Frank 
Scaturro.

Scaturro, who may run 
against Reps. Gary Acker-
man (D-Bayside) or Caro-
lyn McCarthy (D-Garden 

The Queens Village Republican Club’s annual Lincoln Day Dinner 
brings out some of the heavy hitters in the world of politics, in-
cluding Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) and former state Sen. Frank 
Padavan (r.).Fekkak Mamdouh (l.) and Saru Jayaraman are co-founders of the 

Restaurant Opportunities Center, which is exhibiting a collection 
of restaurant workers’ photographs at the Queens Museum of Art. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Qns. Museum exhibits 
eatery workers’ stories

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Some 75 percent of 

Americans eat out at least 
once a week, though few 
get more than a passing 
glimpse into the lives of the 
people who cook, prepare 
and serve their meals, ac-
cording to a new exhibit.

With the exhibition 
“107 Stories: Through Res-
taurant Workers’ Eyes,” 
currently on display at the 
Queens Museum of Art, 
the Restaurant Opportu-
nities Center seeks to tell 
the stories and give voice 
to the more than 10 million 
people who work, often un-
der arduous conditions, in 
the $1.7 trillion-a-year in-
dustry.

“Everybody eats out,” 
said ROC co-founder Saru 
Jayaraman, “but very few 
people know what goes on 
in back.”

ROC was founded after 
Sept. 11, when 73 employ-
ees of the Windows on the 
World restaurant, on the 
107th floor of Tower Two 
of the World Trade Center, 
died in the terror attacks.

Jayaraman said 300 
employees lost their jobs 
that day, and another 13,000 
would be lost throughout 
the industry in the months 
afterward. She and co-
founder Fekkak Mamdouh 
started the organization to 
improve conditions for the 
low-wage workforce.

According to ROC’s 
research, the median wage 
for restaurant workers has 

stagnated below $9 per 
hour because the minimum 
wage for tipped workers of 
$2.13 has not increased in 
more than 20 years.

“At almost every res-
taurant you go out to, par-
ticularly in casual restau-
rants like Applebee’s or 
TGI Fridays or Outback, 
there is typically at least 
one worker who is home-
less, about to be homeless 
or just left homelessness,” 
Jayaraman said.

A selection of 20-plus 
photographs and video 
installations from the ex-
hibition show the day-to-
day realities of restaurant 
workers, from the mun-
dane tasks of their labors 
to their lives outside their 
occupations.

One poster shows a 
worker named Frank, the 
caption informing his job ti-
tles include “server, busser, 
cashier, breadwarmer.”

“A lot of pictures show 
how fast-paced it can be,” 
Jayaraman said.

Another photo shows 
a man riding his bike on 
a street. “Delivering food 
isn’t as easy as you think,” 
the caption reads.

“Many delivery work-
ers are hit by cars,” Jayara-
man added. “They also 
have to deliver in the snow 
and rain.”

Still, others document 
life outside the work place, 
such as a worker’s favor-
ite meal at a local Chinese 
restaurant . One shows a 

Continued on Page 42
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Assemblymen urge restoration of LIRR Rockaway Line
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Two state assemblyman and 
transit advocates are pushing 
for the old Rockaway Beach line 
of the Long Island Rail Road to 
run trains again after a 50-year 
absence.

Rehabilitating the line would 
ease the commutes of those in 
southern Queens, Assemblymen 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Ozone Park) 
and Mike Miller (D-Woodhaven) 
said Friday as they stood in the 
shadow of the line near 98th 
Street in Ozone Park.

“To look at it is really a 
shame,” Goldfeder said.

The lawmakers said trains 
running in the area would benefit 
the planned convention center at 
the Aqueduct Racino and south-
ern Queens residents.

Riders who used the line, 
which was operated by the LIRR 
and was cut in 1962, reached 
Manhattan in 40 minutes at most, 
Goldfeder said.

“That’s something I think we 
need to see again,” he said.

Goldfeder said “unprec-

edented growth” in the economy 
and residential home sales in the 
Rockaways warrant the Rock-
away Beach line’s being rehabili-
tated.

“We have a tremendous 
transportation problem and this 
is the answer,” said Goldfeder, 
who lives in Far Rockaway and 
said it takes him an hour and 40 
minutes to get to Manhattan.

Miller said 52 percent of his 
constituents, or more than 30,000 
residents, use public transporta-
tion.

He said the line would also 
make it easier to go from Glen-
dale and Middle Village to How-
ard Beach.

“It takes me over an hour to 
go two miles” by car, Miller said.

With Genting, the company 

operating the Aqueduct racino 
in South Ozone Park, footing the 
$4 billion bill for the planned 
convention center, Miller said a 
portion of those funds along with 
state monies could be used to 
bring back the line.

“There’s an opportunity,” he 
said. “It’s a way of getting people 
from the airport, the convention 
center, Aqueduct into Manhat-
tan.”

George Haikalis, a civil engi-
neer and member of the Institute 
for Rational Urban Mobility, said 
the Rockaway Beach line should 
be reactivated.

“It’s not an anniversary to 
celebrate — it’s an anniversary to 
cry about,” he said of the 50 years 
since the line was used.

Democratic District Leader 
and Rockaway resident Lew Si-
mon said residents of the penin-
sula would be able to reach Man-
hattan in 32 minutes, Howard 
Beach residents could make it to 
the city in 18 minutes and Ozone 
Park residents could get there in 
15 minutes if the line is brought 
back.

He said the easier commute 
would also lead to higher prop-
erty values.

“We need to make this hap-
pen,” Simon said. “We’re hoping 
within the next year to make this 
a reality.”

While some want the line re-
activated, others, including Com-
munity Board 9, want a greenway 
to be created where the aban-
doned tracks are now.

Miller and Goldfeder said 
they could not see how both plans 
could be adopted.

Mass transit activist John 
Rozankowski said putting the 
line back in service “is the only 
way to enhance mass transit in 
the area.”

He called the greenway plan 
“an ostentatious attempt by bicy-
cle aficionados to hijack the rail-
way for their own pleasure.”

Reach reporter Howard Kop-
lowitz by e-mail at hkoplowitz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4573.

Assemblyman Mike Miller (r.) talks about plans to revive the Rockaway 
Beach line in Ozone Park as Assemblyman Phil Goldfeder listens. 

Photo by Howard Koplowitz
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BY JOE ANUTA

CUNY School of Law 
in Flushing has made some 
policy changes in response 
to statistics showing only 
63 percent of its students 
passed their first bar exam 
last summer, the lowest 
percentage in the state.

The New York Law 
Journal published the sta-
tistics in December, rank-
ing all 15 of New York state’s 
law schools and showing 
each school’s performance 
for the past years.

CUNY rounded out the 
bottom of the list at 63 per-
cent, ranking far behind 
seventh-place St. John’s 
University, also in Queens, 
where 88 percent of its stu-
dents passed the bar. The 
state average was 86 per-
cent.

But the data was not so 
cut and dry, according to a 
CUNY Law spokeswoman, 
who said that only 99 CUNY 
students took the bar in 
July 2011, the lowest num-
ber out of all the schools.

That means each fail-
ing student brought down 
CUNY’s score by nearly a 
percentage point. In addi-
tion, nine of those students 
were graduates from years 
past who returned for the 
exam this year.

Nevertheless, state 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-Whit-
estone), a ranking member 
on the Senate Higher Edu-
cation Committee, called 
the statistics “troubling.”

But Stavisky also 
pointed out that since 

CUNY is far cheaper to at-
tend than some of the top-
ranking law schools like 
Columbia and New York 
University, which tied for 
first place with a 96 percent 
pass rate, CUNY students 
might be at a financial dis-
advantage.

Bar review courses, 
which help prepare law stu-
dents specifically for the 
New York test much like 
an SAT prep class, can run 
more than $3,000.

Nevertheless, the dean 
of the law school, Michelle 
Anderson, recognized that 
changes needed to be made 
to the curriculum.

“The faculty and ad-
ministration have adopted 
a series of policy changes to 
address our bar pass rate,” 
she said in a statement.

According to the law 
journal, 2011 marked the 
fourth year in a row that 
the CUNY Law  passing rate 
had fallen for the July test, 
which is one of two offered 
by the New York State Bar 
Association. In 2008, the 
CUNY Law rate was 83 per-
cent, the next year it was 80 
percent, then in 2010 it was 
down to 73 percent before 
hitting 63 percent in 2011.

In November, the fac-
ulty voted for raising aca-
demic standards at the uni-
versity. One of the measures 
that was later approved by 
the executive committee of 
CUNY’s board of trustees 
 was raising the GPA re-
quired to remain a student 
in a good standing from 2.3 
to 2.5.

In addition, the univer-
sity would restrict strug-
gling law students from 
taking pass/fail courses 
and would stipulate that 
struggling students in their 
sixth semester would have 
to take an extra semester of 
coursework. The changes 
will go into effect in the 
spring.

Stavisky said it was a 

good move designed to pro-
tect a vital institution in 
the borough.

CUNY specializes in 
producing public inter-
est lawyers, who typically 
work for nonprofits.

“They are unique in 
training people to work for 
the public,” she said.

New York Law School, 
a private university located 

in Manhattan , ranked 12th 
with an 80 percent pass 
rate, instituted a program 
in 2003 to identify strug-
gling students and reduce 
their course load while ex-
tending their curriculum 
by one semester at no extra 

cost, according to a spokes-
woman for the university.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

CUNY School of Law has taken measures to address the per-
centage of first-time bar exam takers who pass, which has fall-
en in the last three years and is currently ranked last in the state. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

CUNY Law responds to low bar exam pass rate

Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/timesledger
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Digital Album 
70 Images

A 16x20 picture

3 DVD

3 hours limo

10 Wallet

FLASH PHOTO STUDIO established in 1992.

Special package:
• 3 hrs Limousine 

• Photography 
• Video 

$ 2.950
We will go to three sites 
on the day of your event:
home, park, reception.

POLICE 

Blotter

Emergency responders transport one person on a stretcher to the Woodhaven-Richmond Hill 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps’ vehicle after a two-car crash on the entrance ramp to the westbound 
Grand Central Parkway near the Kew Gardens interchange. Photo by Christina Santucci

FRESH MEADOWS — A Fresh Mead-
ows man was charged last week for reliev-
ing a man of his wallet and wristwatch as 
he relieved himself, the Queens district at-
torney’s office said.

Police said 21-year-old Oscar Mendez, 
of 61-39 169th St., allegedly sneaked up be-
hind Ricardo Lucio Christmas morning as 
he was urinating behind a Jackson Heights 
apartment building and told his prey, “Po-
lice, police officer,” the Queens DA said.

Lucio told police the grinch then be-

gan to frisk him and stole both his wallet 
and his wristwatch, leaving a small cut on 
his stomach, according to a criminal com-
plaint filed by the DA.

Police said Mendez later identified 
himself on a video surveillance still taken 
from the area and that, upon checking his 
name, it was determined that Mendez is 
not, nor ever has been, a member of the 
New York Police Department, the DA said.

Mendez was arraigned Feb. 9 on charg-
es of robbery and criminal impersonation.

Victim robbed while urinating behind building

GLENDALE — The manager of a Glen-
dale business was charged last week after 
police allegedly found boxes containing 
7,200 stun guns inside Top Choice Trading 
Inc., at 47-38 Metropolitan Ave., the Queens 
district attorney’s office said.

Xiao Zhang, of 58-30 256th St. in Little 
Neck, was arraigned Feb. 7 on charges of 
criminal possession of a weapon in the 
fourth degree, the DA said.

According to a criminal complaint 
filed by the DA, Zhang, 43, admitted to 
police that she had ordered employees to 
display a box of electronic stun guns af-
ter they had come in from a shipment sent 

from China.
A Bronx narcotics detective said he 

tested one of the stun guns, which he deter-
mined, based on his training, to be oper-
able, according to the criminal complaint.

Other items that would constitute 
fourth-degree criminal possession of a 
weapon include any firearm, electronic 
dart gun, gravity knife, switchblade knife, 
pilum ballistic knife, metal knuckle knife, 
cane sword, billy, blackjack, bludgeon, 
plastic knuckles, metal knuckles, chuka 
stick, sand bag, sandclub, slingshot and 
kung fu star.

Biz owner possessed 7,200 stun guns: Cops

FLUSHING — Police said a basketball 
player from Flushing’s Robert F. Kennedy 
High School on Parsons Boulevard was 
stabbed last week after his team lost its 
game, the New York Post reported.

According to the newspaper, the 17-
year old was knifed in his torso just after 6 
p.m. Feb. 9 across the street from his school 

after RFK’s 68-42 loss to Renaissance High 
School.

A spokesman for the city Department 
of Education told the Post the attacker was 
not a student at either school.

The youth was taken to New York Hos-
pital Queens where he was listed in stable 
condition, the paper reported.

Flushing student stabbed after basketball loss

Buy local.

New York City’s Freshest Milk.
From New York City’s Only Dairy.

Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations
of New Yorkers the freshest milk in 
the city. Every day, we transport milk
direct from upstate, family dairy farms 
to our plant in Queens. We pasteurize 
the milk, package it, and deliver it your  
neighborhood grocer within 48 hours. 
That’s fresh!

When you choose milk from 
Elmhurst Dairy, you’re getting a quality 
product from New York City’s only 
remaining dairy – and you’re supporting 
a family�owned business that provides 
hundreds of jobs right here in our community.

Buy local. Look for Elmhurst Dairy
milk at your grocery store.

718�526�3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Drag queens from all around the 
country strive to win on “RuPaul’s 
Drag Race,” but it is only in Season 4 
that fans have gotten to watch a queen 
from Queens.

Sunnyside resident Paulo Ara-
bejo, better known as Jiggly Caliente, 
is one of 13 contestants on Season 4 of 
the LGBT cable channel Logo’s real-
ity show.

On “Drag Race,” female imper-
sonators often face unique challenges 
such as fighting off drag queen zom-
bies for fabric to make dresses, acting 
in a sitcom set in prison or posing for 
a photo on a spinning platform while 
being squirted with paint.

Famous drag queen RuPaul con-
ducts the contest and the winner gets 
a trip, a lifetime supply of makeup, 
$100,000 and the opportunity to head-
line the show’s tour.

“It gave me the chance of a 
lifetime,” Caliente said of compet-
ing. “What person would turn that 
down?”

Only three episodes of this sea-
son’s program have aired, but with 
her round frame and penchant for lol-
lipops, Caliente has already made an 
impression with fans and detractors 
alike. In the first episode, she won best 
photo shoot and saved herself from 
elimination with a rousing lip-synch 
to Britney Spears’ song “Toxic.”

But Caliente also earned criti-
cism when another contestant, Sha-
ron Needles, said she was dating an-
other drag queen and Caliente made a 
disparaging comment. Caliente later 
apologized and Needles said on Face-
book they had since made up.

“I had good and bad feedback from 
it,” Caliente said. “But that’s what you 
get from being on the show.”

Caliente said the fourth season 
has been focused on getting to know 
the contestants, including their some-
times painful stories. In the show and 
in the “Untucked” companion show, 
Caliente has talked about losing her 
mother, being bullied and her weight.

“This season, you get to know 
the people behind the mask,” she said, 
“behind the beauty, behind the make-
up, behind the glamour.”

Caliente said while she cried a 
lot on the show, she made friends dur-
ing filming last year with the other 
contestants, who helped her with her 
problems.

“Last summer was the best and 
biggest therapy I’ve had and it helped 
me grow so much,” Caliente said.

Growing up, Caliente said her 
mother wanted her to be a doctor or 
nurse, but she always wanted to work 
in the arts. She went to the Fashion 
Institute of Technology for comic 
book illustration but became a pro-
fessional drag queen after she found 
she loved performing. Her drag name 
comes from the “Pokemon” character 
Jigglypuff and the Spanish word for 
“hot.”

“It’s basically an exaggeration 
of who I really am,” Caliente said of 
her persona. “When Jiggly’s around, 
I just go from a 7 to a 10.”

While California native RuPaul 

once called Caliente a queen “from 
the ’hood,” Caliente said that was the 
one part of the reality show that was 
not true. Caliente was born in the 
Polynesian Islands and lives with her 
brother in the Sunnyside apartment 
where she grew up.

“I’ve loved living in Queens and 
I’ll never leave,” she said. “I’m min-
utes from the city and I have the quiet 
of the suburbs.”

Reach reporter Rebecca Henely by 
e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Sunnyside resident Jiggly Caliente is one of 13 contestants in the latest season of 
“RuPaul’s Drag Race.” Photo courtesy Mathu Anderson

Fresh Direct leaving Queens has gotten differing reviews in both 
Long Island City and the Bronx. Photo by Christina Santucci

Fresh Direct exodus 
gets mixed reactions

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
A representative of 

a Long Island City busi-
ness organization said he 
believed the neighborhood 
would be able to recover 
quickly from the move of 
online grocer Fresh Direct 
to the Bronx, although a lo-
cal deli owner said the loss 
of its 2,000 employees would 
affect his business.

“There’s not too many 
companies out there that 
have that amount of em-
ployees,” said Gus Ka-
loudis, owner of New York 
Deli, at 21-09 Borden Ave.

Fresh Direct, which 
was founded in 1999 and 
is currently at 23-30 Bor-
den Ave., sells groceries 
through its site at freshdi-
rect.com and delivers to 
Queens, Manhattan, Brook-
lyn, Riverdale in the Bronx, 
Staten Island, Westchester 
and Nassau counties, 
southern Fairfield County 
in Connecticut and parts of 
New Jersey.

The company, which 
was planning to expand, 
had applied for a New Jer-
sey tax credit program but 
was convinced last week to 
move to the Bronx’s Harlem 
River Rail Yards through 
more than $100 million in 
incentives offered by the 
city and state together .

“From Day 1, New 
York has been our home, 
and we are grateful for the 
support of [Gov. Andrew] 
Cuomo and Mayor [Mi-

chael] Bloomberg in mak-
ing New York a place Fresh 
Direct wants to stay and 
grow in,” said Fresh Direct 
CEO Jason Ackerman in a 
statement.

The company expects 
to create 1,000 permanent 
jobs through the move. 
Anna Adams-Sarthou, 
spokeswoman for state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria), said the current em-
ployees of Fresh Direct will 
be able to keep their jobs.

The terms of the deal 
include about $34 million 
in incentives from the state: 
 $18.9 million in Excelsior 
tax credits, a $9 million 
capital grant, $4 million in 
energy grants and incen-
tives, a $1 million loan and 
up to $1 million in vouchers 
to buy electric-powered ve-
hicles.

The city is pitching in 
with $74 million in sales 
tax exemptions; a deferral 
of the mortgage rate record-
ing tax, which is charged 
on city mortgages ; and real 
estate tax exemptions. It is 
also offering $9.5 million to 
acquire assets for the new 
facility, $4.9 million in en-
ergy benefits and a $1 mil-
lion loan.

Finally, Bronx Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. is giving Fresh Direct 
a $1 million capital grant, 
and the Bronx Overall Eco-
nomic Development Corp. is 
giving a $3 million loan and 
a $500,000 capital grant.

Boro drag queen a TV star
Sunnyside’s Jiggly Caliente struts stuff on RuPaul cable show
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DOE EXPELS GOD

By the time this newspaper reaches your 
hands, religious services will be banned by the 
city Department of Education in public schools. 
The DOE set Sunday as the final day when the 
doors would be open to religious services.

Days earlier, the state Senate voted on a 
bill 54-7 that opposed the DOE action. Sen. Toby 
Stavisky was one of seven Democrats who sup-
ported the ban.

Stavisky said although she recognized the 
need for religious institutions to have places of 
worship, \the First Amendment clause mandat-
ing the separation of church and state held pre-
cedence.

That is a stretch. The First Amendment 
says, “Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof.”

Stavisky insists there must be a “wall of 
separation between church and state.” That 
phrase is not found within the Constitution, 
but was most likely taken from a letter written 
by President Thomas Jefferson to the Danbury 
Baptist Association in 1802.

The 54 senators believe that allowing a 
church to hold services in a public school on a 
day when there are no classes or student activi-
ties cannot be construed as “an establishment of 
religion.”

We agree so long as the doors are open to 
any religion needing the space and so long as 
the service is not used as a back door to spread 
religious belief.

To the best of our knowledge, no student 
has been harmed by the religious services held 
on a day when they are not at school. The school 
is the same at 8 a.m. Monday as it was 4 p.m. Fri-
day.

The DOE invented a problem and then at-
tempted to solve it. This fight has been going on 
for 16 years. The department allows after-school 
and other community organizations to use pub-
lic schools during non-school hours.

Worship services were not permitted until 
2002. The DOE has probably spent millions of 
dollars to keep churches out, money that would 
have been better spent on books.

Politics not behind Lions Club elections
An open letter to Dee 

Richards:

G
enerally I look for-
ward to reading 
your articles, but 
found your Feb. 9-15 

article entitled “Bayside-
Whitestone Lions Club 
looking for new president” 
misrepresentative of the 
club and its procedures.

Although a new club, 
the BWLC is part of an in-
ternational organization 
with a long history provid-
ing community service and 
support throughout the 
globe. Each member club 
is charged with identifying 

local community needs to 
support but in accordance 
with guidelines established 
by the New York Interna-
tional Lions Club of New 
York and Bermuda.

It is also important to 
note that each member of 
the club participants in ac-
tivities as evidence by the 
large turnout at the Club’s 
monthly meetings. During 
the past year, the BWLC 
has honored policeman 
from the 109th and 111th 
precincts and established 
a scholarship fund for 
high school seniors, food 
drives for needy individu-

als and supplies for senior 
citizens and an upcoming 
tree-giving event. The club 
has just established a 501c 
charitable foundation that 
will enhance its abilities to 
support the community.

Regarding the election 
process, this is an annual 
requirement overseen by a 
nominating committee and 
board of directors of the 
club. To imply this is some-
how politically motivated 
is wrong and misleading. 
The committee considers 
members in good stand-
ing and presents a slate at 
a monthly meeting. Once 

the slate is presented to the 
members, any member can 
nominate another mem-
ber for consideration. The 
members then vote.

The BWLC is proud of 
what it has accomplished in 
a short period of time and is 
confident its membership 
and community support 
will grow.

I trust you will convey 
these facts to your readers.

Donald Frain
First Vice President

Bayside-Whitestone Lions 
Club

Flushing
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READERS WRITE

Everyday errand leads to meeting with music great
I

t was a windy, cold 
January afternoon, and 
after battling Steinway 
Street traffic I finally 

found a parking spot. I had 
to remind myself that this 
challenge is always worth 
the effort when I am visit-
ing my friend Zafar from 
Humza Studio to have my 
old 8 mm tapes transferred 
over to DVDs.

The fact of the matter 
is that I have so many of 
these precious memories 
captured on celluloid that 
I prefer to bring a few at a 
time to Zafar, despite his 
excellent prices.

But on this day things 
were a little different. In-

stead of one of the regular 
faces greeting me when I 
entered this family-owned 
and -operated business, a 
strange but somehow famil-
iar face met mine.

I instantly knew I had 
never met this elderly Paki-
stani gentleman before, but 
at the same time I knew the 
face. Then it hit me: That 
warm, smiling face be-
longed to none other than 
Moshin Raza. I cannot tell 
you how often I have viewed 
his compositions on You-
Tube and also read many of 
his published writings.

For those of you not fa-
miliar with this Pakistani 
music icon, I will give you 

a quick biography. In 1971, 
he began his career doing 
musical compositions. He 
received his formal educa-
tion from Government Col-
lege in Lahore, India.

Thanks to practice, 
hard work, rigorous train-
ing and education in the 
domain of making music 
compositions from Khwaja 
Khurshid Anwar, Ustad 
Nazar-e-Hussain and Mas-
ter Sadiq, he immediately 
made a name for himself in 
the presence of stalwarts, 
combining the styles of 
these three great genres 
into one, perfect in crafts-
manship and aesthetics.

Raza also made his 

mark as a highly regarded 
music director both at PTV 
and Radio Pakistan. He 
has by now composed for 
and conducted more than 
250 programs for PTV, es-
pecially stage shows orga-
nized on occasions such 
as Eid, national days and 
award ceremonies.

Of particular note 
was his work on the Mil-
lennium Show for Madam 
Nurjehan. In addition to 
the numerous songs he has 
recorded for Broadcasting 
House, Radio-Pakistan and 
Lahore, he has more than 
3,000 musical compositions 
for film, TV and radio to his 
credit.

If I were to cite all the 
awards Raza has received 
over his career, we would 
surely run out of ink to 
print this piece. Suffice to 
say that based on the single 
fact that he is a two-time 
recipient of the Presiden-
tial Award of Performance 
— in 2004 and 2009 and pre-
sented by none other than 
the government of Pakistan 
itself — Raza is a composi-
tion genius of legendary 
status.

But as a fan you always 
wonder if meeting someone 
of that stature will turn out 
to be disappointing if their 
personality falls short of 
their talent. Well, I can tell 

you the man who spreads 
the message of peace and 
love by composing excep-
tional Arifana Kalam/Sufi 
and religious music is just 
as genuine and amiable 
in person. We had a short 
chat, but it was obvious this 
was a special person.

All that and I dropped 
off my tapes into good 
hands to be converted — a 
great afternoon indeed.

Joseph Cicchelli
School Director

IMTI Trade School
Long Island City

Don’t fi ngerprint over food stamps

I
n New York state, more 
than 3 million people 
are living beneath the 
federal poverty line. 

From 2007 to the present, 
that number has increased 
by 11 percent, according to 
federal census data.

More than 3 million 
state residents — one in 
six — now live in poverty, 
according to a survey con-
ducted by the city Coalition 
Against Hunger, and the 
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture recently released a 
report showing a 56 percent 
increase in food insecurity 
among New Yorkers. At 
the same time, New York 
has one of the lowest food 
stamp enrollment rates in 
the nation, and fingerprint-
ing requirements could be 
one reason why so many 
eligible New Yorkers are 
facing increased food inse-
curity.

In such an economic 
climate, we should be ensur-
ing that the neediest among 
us have access to adequate 
safety nets, not demoniz-
ing those who are trying to 
put food on their children’s 
tables by requiring them to 
be fingerprinted.

While I share the 
Bloomberg administra-
tion’s concerns with pre-
venting waste in govern-
ment, I believe there are 
better avenues with which 
to combat fraud. In addi-
tion, fingerprinting adds a 
costly administrative bur-
den to an already under-
funded program. In 2011, 
the USDA undersecretary 
wrote to states that “there 
are serious concerns that 
finger-imaging require-
ments may be a barrier to 
participation among many 
of the hard-to-reach eligi-
ble populations who wish 
to enroll in the [food stamp] 
program.” He encouraged 
states to find more cost-ef-
fective methods to root out 
fraud.

According to a study 
conducted by the Food and 
Research Action Center, 
analyzing data provided 
by The New York Times, in 
Queens alone 11 percent of 
residents were enrolled in 
the SNAP program in 2009, 
while almost 17 percent of 
the population was found to 
be under 125 percent of the 
poverty rate.

In real numbers, that 

means more than 262,587 
were receiving SNAP ben-
efits, although more than 
381,612 people were eligible 
for the program. Thanks 
to Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
pledge to add an extra $1 
million to a food stamp out-
reach program, I hope we 
can close that gap.

On a weekly basis, my 
office responds to constitu-
ent concerns regarding food 
stamp applications. Many 
people are eligible for the 
program and do not realize 
it. Other eligible applicants 
are ashamed to admit they 
need help. It is time to get 
rid of the stigma that fin-
gerprinting requirements 
reinforce.

We cannot afford to let 
our children go hungry or 
let food insecurity become a 
dominating factor in the ev-
eryday lives of New York’s 
residents. It is time to stop 
the practice of fingerprint-
ing for food stamps in New 
York City.

David Weprin
State Assemblyman

(D-Little Neck)

This fall vote for change favoring you

F
inally, our troops are 
out of Iraq but with-
out the oil which pre-
cipitated the phony 

invasion and without the 
lives of our 4,000 soldiers 
unknowingly fighting and 
dying for it.

We eradicated Saddam 
Hussein, we made Iran 
powerful and victorious, 
we allowed our war in Af-
ghanistan to languish and 
it only took 10 years. What 
could possibly go wrong?

Well, at least Dick 
Cheney’s Halliburton did 
well, as did private contrac-
tors. Obviously Cheney still 
believes there is profit to be 
made from this fiasco, since 
he wants us to stay there. If 
Cheney thinks it is wrong 

to leave Iraq, judging from 
his past misjudgments, it 
must be right.

Let us hope that come 
November 2012, voters 
remember the comedy — 
read: tragedy — of errors 
that our present adminis-
tration inherited from the 
previous. We have the op-
portunity to end the futile 
struggle in Afghanistan, 
save our country from the 
disaster of an ever-increas-
ing inequity of wealth, close 
loopholes, insure fair-share 
tax implementation and 
eliminate a host of other de-
structions heaped upon our 
country by the previous ad-
ministration.

The alternative is con-
tinued tax breaks for the 

wealthy on the backs of the 
middle class and bye-bye 
Medicare, Social Security, 
education aid and all pro-
grams necessary for the 
middle class to rise. We 
are at the crossroads of our 
country’s future.

Either we relinquish 
all to the benefactors of to-
day’s version of the Repub-
lican Party and the conser-
vative U.S. Supreme Court’s 
invention of the “corporate 
people” or stand firm for 
the “real people.”

The choice is in the 
hands — or, more accurate-
ly, votes — of the middle 
class.

Alan Johnson
Bayside

Club is not seeking new president

W
ith all due respect, 
Dee Richards’ Feb. 
9-15 headline is in-
correct.

Paul Vallone never 
said he was seeking a new 
president, the club simply 
presented the slate for the 
upcoming elections and 

he announced who will be 
running, including the can-
didate for president, Donald 
Frain.

He advised the club 
that if anyone was inter-
ested in running before 
the elections to contact the 
board so we can add their 

names to the slate, as any 
organization does.

In less than one year 
we have more than 60 mem-
bers and have participated 
in charitable events.

Michael Serao
Bayside
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Dishing 
with Dee

L
et me start this week’s 
column on a rather 
sad note. I wish to 
extend my deepest, 

heartfelt sympathy to the 
family of Marissa Roslyn 

Feldman.
She is survived by her 

son Michael Feldman and 
daughter Beth Curcio. She 
had two grandchildren, 
Erica Feldman and Amy 

Curcio. She died Feb. 9 at 
the assisted living home 
Harbor House in Oyster 
Bay, L.I.

As some of you may 
know, Michael has been a 
partner of mine for quite a 
few years. He and his sister 
should have no regrets, as 

they were always devoted 
and loving children to their 
mother. Marissa had been 
failing for the past two 
years, and they both went 
above and beyond what was 
expected of them.

Rest in peace, Marissa. 
You will always be in our 
prayers. Needless to say, 
Michael, if I can be of any 
help, do not hesitate to call.

On Feb. 7 at 9 a.m., 
there was a breakfast with 
Borough President Helen 

Marshall and her cabinet 
at the LaGuardia Marriott 
Hotel. The room was filled 
to capacity and everyone 
was brought up to date on 
the present and future plans 
of Queens. The event was 
sponsored by the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce.

While there, we ran 
into old friend Dolly De 

Thomas, who has worked 
across the street from the 
Marriott for many years at 
the LaGuardia Plaza Hotel. 

Dolly was upset as she an-
nounced that her hotel was 
scheduled to close in mid-
March. We also heard at 
the breakfast that Staples 
on Northern Boulevard 
is also due to close. At the 
same time, there is a rumor 
circulating that the Wald-
baum’s on 154th Street may 
also close its doors.-Who 
says the economy is start-
ing to get better?

Feb. 7 was the 15th an-
nual Taste of Fine Food at 
Terrace on the Park to ben-
efit the Queens Centers of 
Progress. That’s always a 
fun but fattening evening, 
as all the purveyors of fine 
food in Queens had samples 
for everyone to taste and en-
joy. This year’s Chefs of the 
Year were Martha Taylor 
Esq., a long-time commu-
nity activist, and Linda De 

Sabato, president of Vallo 
Transportation.

It was a well-deserved 
honor for both ladies. Mar-

shall was the honorary 
chairwoman. QCP is cele-
brating more than 60 years 
of service to the Queens 
Community. Charles Hous-

ton, executive director, and 
Maryann McAleer, direc-
tor of development, both de-
serve kudos for presenting 
a great event.

Early last Thursday 
evening, the Democratic 
Organization of Queens 
held its annual winter 
cocktail party at Antun’s 
in Queens Village. It was 
hosted by Joe Crowley, 
chairman of the Queens 
Democratic Organization. 
The dinner co-chairs were 
Elizabeth Crowley and 
Sulpice Chamblin.

As usual, just about ev-
ery Democrat who wanted 
to support the party was 
present. Mary Lou and 
Jamie Plunkett did their 
usual exceptional best to 
provide everyone with a 
memorable evening. Some 

of the notable guests were 
Joe Crowley, Gary Ack-

erman, Tom DiNapoli, 
Christine Quinn, Scott 

Stringer, Bill de Blasio 
and John Liu. I mentioned 
them as they are not the 
regular politicians who at-
tend Queens events. This is 
an election year and Queen-
sites vote.

Last Thursday eve-
ning, the Jefferson Demo-
cratic Club held its Feb-
ruary meeting at the 
Clearview Golf Course 
Club House. The guest 
speaker was state Assem-
blyman Ed Braunstein, 
who brought everyone up 
to date on the new legisla-
tive session in Albany. I 
really like Ed, as he is a de-
cent young man, the kind 
of man everyone would like 
to represent them. You can 
be sure he sincerely tries to 
do his best to represent his 
constituents.

On Friday evening, 

the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame Education Center 
held a Mardi Gras festival 
at Monsignor Mulz Hall in 
Woodhaven. The honorees 
were Jerry Sampanato, 
general manager of JFK 
Airport, and Dolores Hof-

man, program manager 
of Queens Air Services. 
They both made an excel-
lent King and Queen of the 
Mardi Gras. Needless to 
say, I added more purple, 
green and gold beads to my 
collection.

An interesting bit of 
trivia: Did you know the 
first Mardi Gras, “Fat 
Tuesday,” was near New 
Orleans in 1699? I had no 
idea it went back that far. 
I had the pleasure one year 
of being in New Orleans for 
Mardi Gras. New Orleans 
folks sure know how to cel-
ebrate party and live large. 
What a great city!

Annual cocktail party draws Dems from boro and beyond

Romney wins Florida, Maine but faces Santorum surge

F
lorida has just prov-
en to be a key state 
in the presidential 
race. Mitt Romney 

has established himself as 
a lead contender for the Re-
publican nomination. Newt 
Gingrich, after doing well 
in the South Carolina pri-
mary, could not maintain 
his momentum. Gingrich is 
a good public speaker and 
knows the issues well, but 
it was not enough.

In Florida, it was Rom-
ney who was the main ag-
gressive candidate, attack-

ing Gingrich’s political 
background in Congress 
and his business dealings 
after being forced to resign 
from Congress. Romney did 
well in the debates by con-
tinually putting Gingrich 
on the defensive.

In various ways, the 
all-important Florida pri-
mary this year can be com-
pared to the same primary 
four years ago in 2008, 
when former Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani ran for president 
in that primary. He and his 
staff had decided to make 
a major effort there after 
practically abandoning the 
New Hampshire primary.

Like Gingrich, in 2008 
Giuliani had been doing 
well in the polls and for a 
while was one of the lead-
ing candidates. Once the 
general Republican voting 

population became aware 
of Giuliani’s entire back-
ground, however, they 
became less enthusiastic 
about Giuliani’s presiden-
tial candidacy.

After all the campaign 
efforts of the Giuliani orga-
nization were put into Flor-
ida, the final results were 
that Giuliani received only 
15 percent of the vote, while 
John McCain won the pri-
mary. This poor showing 
in the 2008 Florida primary 
ended Giuliani’s presiden-
tial ambitions.

The results of the re-
cent 2012 Florida primary 
has not ended Gingrich’s 
presidential bid, but it did 
diminish his chances.

As we look at the Rom-
ney campaign, the obvious 
reasons for his decisive 
victory are that he had a 

stronger campaign organi-
zation on the ground than 
Gingrich did and, what was 
even more important, Rom-
ney outspent his rival by a 
margin of 5-1.

In addition, Romney 
led in most of the popula-
tion centers and among 
most groups of voters ex-
cept the conservative vot-
ers in rural areas.

One aspect to the cam-
paign which has received 
little attention from the 
news media is the role of 
Romney’s wife Ann, who 
has recently been inter-
viewed on several televi-
sion programs and on Elec-
tion Night introduced her 
husband when he gave his 
victory statement.

She makes a good im-
pression. She is a good pub-
lic speaker, has a knowledge 

of the issues and seems to 
have a lot of self-confidence. 
A significant number of vot-
ers believe that the position 
of first lady is an impor-
tant part of the presidency. 
More people are coming to 
the conclusion that Ann 
Romney would make an ex-
cellent first lady.

The Republican wom-
en’s vote in Florida went 
heavily to Romney by a 
margin of 51 percent to 29 
percent. Although econom-
ic issues were dominant, 
especially in regards to em-
ployment, nevertheless the 
women’s pro-Romney vote 
showed that family values 
do count as an important 
matter.

The issue of family 
values helped Romney in 
Florida, as it no doubt will 
in other places.

It can be said that if 
the primary and caucus 
competition can be decided 
soon in terms of who will be 
the Republican nominee, it 
will benefit the Republican 
Party. If these primaries 
continue on into the late 
spring, however, President 
Barack Obama will benefit 
from a fractured Republi-
can Party.

Speaking of a frac-
tured party, on Feb. 7 Rick 
Santorum won the Colora-
do and Minnesota caucuses 
and the Missouri primary, 
while Romney won the 
Maine caucus Feb. 11. The 
next primaries will be Feb. 
28 in Arizona and Michi-
gan.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action
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 “THE
  FUNNIEST COMEDY OF THE YEAR.”

JOEL AMOS, MOVIEFANATIC.COM

 “THE MOST FUN YOU CAN HAVE AT THE MOVIES.”
MARIA SALAS, TERRA.COM
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Bob Schreibman (second r.) receives a gift from nuBest Salon & 
Spa. He is surrounded by fellow book participants (l.-r.) Grace Louis, 
Marion Glasserow and Gladys McConnell. Photo by Christina Santucci

Boro man, 91, credits 
longevity to marriage

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Forest Hills resident 
Bob Schreibman said he 
is not sure how he is still 
ticking at 91 years old, but 
he thinks the answer may 
lie in the 66-year-old mar-
riage he had with his wife, 
Marjorie.

Schreibman, a former 
firefighter who still drives, 
mostly to his volunteer 
job at the Long Island Al-
zheimer’s Foundation in 
Port Washington, was one 
of five geriatric patients at 
Long Island Jewish Medi-
cal Center who shared sto-
ries about their marriages 
Tuesday to coincide with 
Valentine’s Day. 

“We’re all different 
people, we all have differ-
ent stories, but somewhere 
in that story is probably the 
reason for the longevity,” 
the 91-year-old said. “You 
can’t pin it down.”

The stories will be 
part of a book, “I Do,” the 
brainchild of geriatrician 
Dr. Gisele Wolf-Klein.

The Forest Hills resi-
dent met his wife, Marjo-
rie, at a Halloween party 
in 1937, when he was 17 and 
she was 16.

“I thought [the party] 
was a silly thing to do and 
I refused to go to the Hal-
loween celebration  because 
I didn’t have someone to go 
with,” Schreibman said.

But Schreibman decid-
ed to go to the party and the 
couple eventually got mar-
ried and gave birth to a son, 
which led to a grandson and 

two great-grandchildren.
Marjorie was diag-

nosed with Alzheimer’s in 
1999 and died in November 
2007.

“Seventy years later 
[from the first date] on Hal-
loween night, she passed 
away in my arms,” Schreib-
man said.

His wife’s battle with 
the disease led him to vol-
unteer at the Long island 
Alzheimer’s Foundation.

Schreibman, who said 
writing is one of his pas-
sions, said the project was a 
bittersweet experience.

“It stirs up memories 
that you don’t want to stir 
up. I’m very emotional 
about this,” he said. “You 
really have to treasure [it] 
 when you open your eyes 
in the morning and your 
spouse is there smiling.”

Wolf-Klein, who has 
worked for LIJ since 1976 
and is the program direc-
tor of the hospital’s geriat-
ric program and director 
of geriatric education, said 
listening to her patients 
is what led her to start the 
book project.

“It came to my atten-
tion that these people were 
not just coming to me with 
their illness, they were 
coming to me with their 
lives,” she said.

And while her patients 
were aging, a part of them 
was not, Wolf-Klein said.

“That was the love 
they had for their spouses,” 
she said. “They were will-
ing to share their stories 
with us.”

BY JOE ANUTA

The father of a Flush-
ing-raised man who plotted 
to blow up New York City 
subway cars in 2009 was 
sentenced to 4 1/2 years in 
prison Friday for trying to 
throw the feds off the trail 
of his son.

Mohammed Wali Zazi, 
56, was convicted in Brook-
lyn federal court last sum-
mer of trying to thwart a 
federal investigation into 
his son, Najibullah Zazi.

“This defendant 
sought to conceal one of the 
most serious terror plots in 
recent times,” U.S. Attor-
ney Loretta Lynch said in 
a statement after his con-
viction. “He also enlisted 
others to help him spin his 
web of lies and to destroy 
key evidence. Had the plot 
not been thwarted, it would 
have left Americans at 
grave risk.”

The younger Zazi 
pleaded guilty in 2010 to 
charges that he conspired 
to use weapons of mass 
destruction, conspired to 
commit murder in a foreign 
country and provided mate-
rial support to al-Qaeda. He 
could face up to life if pris-
on when sentenced. 

Prosecutors said back 
in 2009 that Mohammed 
Zazi tipped off his son once 
he learned that federal in-
vestigators were looking 
into the terror threat.

At the time, the fam-
ily was living outside of 

Denver, where the younger 
Zazi hatched his plan and 
later drove to New York to 
carry it out before his fa-
ther warned him.

Co-conspirator Zarein 
Ahmedzay also pleaded 
guilty in 2010 to conspiracy 
and providing support to a 
foreign terrorist organiza-
tion. But Adis Medunjanin, 
who prosecutors allege was 

also part of the plot, has 
pleaded not guilty to terror 
charges.

The three men met at 
Flushing High School, and 
Medunjanin was arrested 
after he crashed his car on 
the Whitestone Express-
way.

Najibullah Zazi also 
consulted with Flushing 
Imam Ahmad Wais Afzali, 

who was sentenced in April 
2010 to time served and or-
dered to leave the country 
for lying to federal authori-
ties about his talks with the 
younger Zazi.

Mohammed Zazi’s 
nephew also took a plea deal 
for his role in the terror 
plot and testified that his 
uncle had instructed fam-
ily members to “take care” 
of bomb-making chemicals 
in the Denver household.

Amanullah Zazi, the 
nephew, also testified that 
his uncle instructed him to 
lie about Najibullah Zazi’s 
travels to Pakistan.

In 2008, the nephew 
told prosecutors that he 
had helped Najibullah Zazi, 
Zarein Ahmedzay and Adis 
Medunjanin, travel to Wa-
ziristan to receive terrorist 
training from al-Qaeda.

Najibullah Zazi and 
Ahmedzay have admitted 
they went, but Medunjanin 
has denied it.

When Mohammed 
Zazi’s nephew approached 
him about it, the older Zazi 
said not to say anything 
about the trip.

The charges against 
the 56-year-old carried a 
maximum sentence of up to 
several decades, but Feder-
al Judge John Gleeson gave 
Zazi less than five.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Mohammed Wali Zazi leaves a federal courthouse in 2010 after 
pleading not guilty to the charges he was later convicted of. 

AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Zazi’s father gets 4 1/2 years
Parent tipped off Flushing-raised son in feds’ terrorism investigation

The Police Athletic League is 
looking for volunteers to continue its 
mission of serving New York City’s 
young people by donating their time 
and talents to help serve Queens 
youngsters at PAL’s Redfern Corner-
stone and Far Rockaway Beacon in 
Arverne-Far Rockaway, PAL’s Ed-
ward Byrne Center in South Jamaica 
and PS 214 in Flushing.

PAL Centers in Queens offer a 
wide range of opportunities for vol-
unteers of all talents. PAL’s Redfern 
Cornerstone and Far Rockaway Bea-

con are looking for people to partici-
pate in a center cleanup day. Volun-
teers are needed to tutor and mentor 
young people during the after-school 
program’s daily homework help ses-
sions.

In addition, individuals can also 
donate their time assisting the many 
special events held at PAL Centers 
throughout the year. PAL is also seek-
ing professionals to give career advice 
and talk about their own careers to 
young people, as well as guest speak-
ers who can share information on a 

specific hobby of interest to young-
sters.

To become a volunteer or learn 
more about volunteer opportunities, 
visit palnyc.org and click on “Get In-
volved” under the “About Us” tab for 
an application. Volunteers will go 
through an application process that 
includes an interview, a screening 
and an orientation.

For more information, contact 
PAL Volunteer Coordinator Alexan-
dria Sumpter-Delves at 212-477-9450, 
Ext. 390 or volunteer@palnyc.org.

Volunteers needed at boro Police Athletic League Centers
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QC pays tribute to forgotten Holocaust victims
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Queens College commemo-
rated International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day Sunday a lit-
tle bit differently than everyone 
else.

For starters, the United Na-
tions designated Jan. 27 as the 
day of memorial for the 11 million 
victims of the Holocaust. In addi-
tion, the college invited speakers 
to draw attention to the forgotten 
minorities persecuted under the 
Third Reich in Germany in an 
effort to promote a better under-
standing of the prejudices that 
led to the various genocides of the 
20th and 21st centuries.

“This is not a usual Holocaust 
recognition most of you are used 
to,” said Jeff Gottlieb, founder of 
the college’s Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, which was held Sun-
day due to scheduling difficulties. 
“We’re focused on fostering inter-
group understanding.”

Gottlieb reminded the at-
tendees gathered in the student 
union ballroom of the atrocities 
committed in the Congo starting 

in 1996, of those in Darfur at the 
beginning of this century, of the 
1915 massacre of Armenians dur-
ing World War I and the Rape of 
Nanking in 1937.

This year, speakers from the 
LGBT and disabled persons com-
munities and from the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses  shared their histories 
from the Holocaust and spoke 
about the importance of remem-
bering these lessons in order to 
combat the prejudices all minor-
ity groups face today.

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) said 
he was not taught in high school 
that lesbians, gays, bisexuals, 
transsexuals and other deviants 
were put in concentration camps 
and forced to wear pink triangles 
on their clothing.

“It was not until just 10 years 
ago that the German government 
apologized to the gay commu-
nity,” he said, adding that many 
anti-gay Nazi laws had been on 
the books until 1994.

Dromm said the real lesson 
to be learned was not of the dan-
gers of homophobia but of defin-

ing marginalized groups as “the 
other.”

“As a gay activist prior to be-
ing elected to the City Council, 

I’ve always tried to reach out to 
communities other than my own,” 
he said, drawing a parallel to the 
recent rise of Islamophobia.

The councilman said most 
recently he spoke out against 
bigotry in reaction to the spray-
painting of swastikas on the Jack-
son Heights Library.

“I didn’t do it because I want 
to support the Jewish community. 
I did it because I feel I was protect-
ing myself,” he said.

Jolene Chu is a Jehovah’s 
Witness and, as conscientious ob-
jectors, members of her faith were 
also forced to don pink triangles 
under Adolf Hitler’s regime. She 
said the Nazis went after non-vi-
olent protesters because they op-
posed everything the party stood 
for: racism, ultra-nationalism and 
absolute obedience to men.

Chu pointed out that the in-
scription outside the U.N. head-
quarters reads, “Nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation. 
Neither shall they learn war any 
more.”

“War is learned behavior,” 
she said. “You’re here today be-
cause you agree. Peace, harmony, 
cooperation and understanding 
are qualities that can be learned, 
too.”

Petra Gelbart (l.) and Siv Lie perform a Romani-language song composed in 
the Auschwitz concentration camp at Queens College’s commemoration of 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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16 Credit slaves for building White House: Tshaka
BY RICH BOCKMANN

 
After speaking with Bayside 

activist Mandingo Tshaka, U.S. 
Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-Bayside) 
sent a letter to President Barack 
Obama last week, urging him to 
recognize the role enslaved Afri-
can Americans played in the con-
struction of the White House.

“I write to request your help 
in recognizing the contribution of 
enslaved African Americans who 
helped build the White House,” 
the letter read. “In one of our 
history’s tragic ironies, slaves 
helped build the capital of the free 
world.”

“While the larger injustice of 
slavery can never be adequately 
corrected, the continuing fail-
ure of properly informing visi-
tors to Washington of the history 
of slaves building our national 
structures — including the White 
House — should be remedied,” it 
continued.

Tshaka had alerted Acker-
man to the forgotten fact that 
slave labor was used to build the 
U.S. Capitol building, and in 2010 

the two men attended a ceremo-
ny in which Congress unveiled 
plaques to commemorate the en-
slaved peoples’ contributions.

“It was a shameful omission 
that visitors to the Capitol could 
tour the building to learn its his-
tory but not learn that slave labor 
was used in its construction,” 
Ackerman said. “I’m proud Con-
gress took action to correct this 
failure and I now urge the White 
House follow suit.”

At a recent Community 
Board 11 meeting, Tshaka asked 
that his congressman investigate 
the construction of the White 
House, and Ackerman said he 
learned that slaves helped dig the 
building’s foundation, quarried 
stone for its walls, cut timber, 
sawed lumber and performed car-
pentry duties.

Tshaka, who learned of these 
histories from reading “The Debt: 
What America Owes to Blacks,” 
said he was, for the most part, 
pleased with Ackerman’s letter.

“Basically, it’s good,” he said. 
“It’s good except for one problem. 
It starts off with ‘enslaved Afri-

cans,’ then as it continues it says 
slaves, slaves, slaves. My people 
were not slaves; they were the 
victims of enslavement and that’s 
how I prefer it.”

“It does mention my name, 
though, and that’s wonderful,” he 
joked.

Tshaka, who first visited 
Washington, D.C., in the 1950s, 
said he would also like to see the 
contributions that engineer and 
freed slave Benjamin Banneker 
and enslaved African Americans 
made to the design and construc-
tion of the city’s streets.

“There’s never any mention 
of who put the infrastructure on 
the streets,” he said. “Benjamin 
was a genius and they hired him 
to do it, but you know who did the 
work ... there should be a plaque 
for Benjamin and those brothers 
who dug those streets.”

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Rep. Gary Ackerman (r.) invites Bayside activist Mandingo Tshaka to a June 
2010 ceremony in which plaques recognizing the contributions of enslaved 
African Americans to the construction of the U.S. Capitol are unveiled. 

Photo courtesy Gary Ackerman

zoning laws that were just 
amended in 2009 to protect 
the single-family character 
of the neighborhood.

During the Feb. 2 meet-
ing, Marshall repeatedly 
reminded the church that 
the neighborhood was re-
cently rezoned to preserve 
its character.

But the LDS church 
legally bought the 33rd 
Avenue plot in Flushing, 
where it wants to build, and 
has argued that it could 
build a structure without 
variances that would not 
look significantly different 
from the outside. It could 
either build the structure 
with very high ceilings, or 
by doubling the floor area, 
build a second floor inside 
the building and only mak-
ing it taller by about 10 

feet.
In addition, Richard 

Hedberg, a project manager 
for the church, said at the 
Borough Hall hearing that 
he would not want to make 
the congregation wait if the 
church were to tear down 
the current building and 
build a new one.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

we are still open,” she said. 
“We are not doing great, 
but moving in the right di-
rection.”

The fund-raiser later 
this month will feature 
what Brustmann calls a 
“village cafe.”

Seats for about 80 peo-
ple will be set up at smaller 
tables and the only light in 
the room will come from 
candles at each one.

“It creates a very cozy 

atmosphere, one that any-
body would feel welcome 
in,” Brustmann said. “Even 
people that might come 
alone would walk in and be 
pulled into the warm, wel-
coming atmosphere.”

Tickets are $20 before 
the event and $25 at the 
door and will cover refresh-
ments that include a small 
corned beef sandwich, Irish 
soda bread, desserts and 
hot and cold beverages.

The performance will 
run from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. and raffles will also be 
taking place.

Supporting the insti-

tute is important for the 
neighborhood, because 
College Point is so isolated 
from the rest of the bor-
ough, according to Brust-
mann.

“We are on a penin-
sula, so there really is no 
other community culture 
center,” she said. “And we 
are not just a museum of 
the past. We are a living 
museum that serves people 
today.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 2

Fund-raiser

Continued from Page 2

MormonsHave a great photo of your pet?

Queens Critters Contest
Submit your picture to our

To enter, simply e-mail a photo of your pet to QueensCritters@gmail.com.  Please include 
your full name, the neighborhood where you live and your pet’s name and age. By sending 
a photo, you acknowledge that we may us it in the paper, on our website, and otherwise in 
accordance with our Terms of Use.  Your photo may be included in an on-line gallery on the 
www.TimesLedger.com website.  Each week, our editors will select at least one photo to be 
published in the TimesLedger newspaper.  Photos that violate our Terms of Use will not be 
accepted or considered for publication.  The materials that you send will not be returned.
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M A T H .  R E A D I N G .  S U C C E S S .

MATH AND READING TUTORING • PRE-K THRU 12TH GRADE

FREE
REGISTRATION

(Reg. $50 per child)
Must present this coupon.
Valid at Kumon Whitestone Only

$50 OFF
EACH SUBJECT

(First Month Only)
Must present this coupon.
Valid at Kumon Whitestone Only

(Corner of Francis Lewis Blvd. Next to McDonald)
kumonwhitestone@gmail.com   www.kumonwhitestone.com/wt

Kumon is the world’s largest after-school math and reading program. 
Kumon gives children the tools to help them succeed in the classroom
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aid and support groups.
Phase 1 of the renova-

tions will sanitize the en-
tire building and refurbish 
the porch and first floor for 
the center to occupy. These 
actions would take place 
over a year’s time. The cost 
of the entire project is pro-
jected at $3 million, accord-
ing to Jawin, who currently 
has about $1.75 million in 
city and state funds to cov-
er the first phase.

But the board ex-
pressed concern about part 
of the restoration process. 
The preservationist in-
stincts of board members 
like Vice Chairman Chuck 
Apelian kicked in and he 
wanted to see all the rail-
ings on the porch in tune 
with the rest of the histori-
cal design, while federal 
guidelines stipulate that 
any new railings should be 
distinguishable from the 

old.
The plan ultimately 

needs to be approved by the 
city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission before 
any work can be done.

The board also voted 
to support the construction 
of a bocce court in Bowne 
Park, between 29th and 
32nd avenues and 155th and 
159th streets, but had reser-
vations about the costs and 
timeline for the project.

The city Parks Depart-
ment’s plan to add a new 
bocce court next to the one 
that already exists is slated 
to cost $507,000, which ini-
tially made board members 
scoff.

But Parks made it 
clear that the money will 
also go toward refurbish-
ing the old court, repaving 
the plaza around the courts 
and adding extra ameni-
ties, including benches and 
picnic tables, according to 
the department.

And in what CB 7 
Chairman Gene Kelty said 
could be a potentially cost-

ly repair, Parks will add 
a ground fire hydrant to 
provide water for both the 
bocce courts and nearby 
vegetation.

“If anyone knows 
plumbing work and hy-
drants, it’s going to be cost-

ly,” he said. “It’s not just 
for a bocce court. There is 
other ancillary stuff here.”

Nevertheless, the 
board wanted to ensure 
Parks was spending the 
money wisely and asked the 
department for a detailed 

construction plan.
City Councilman Dan 

Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
also wanted to make sure 
Parks did not waste any 
cash, since he partially 
funded the project.

“An extra bocce court 

will be a good thing for 
Bowne Park and I’m proud 
to have helped provide 
one,” he said in a statement. 
“But nothing comes cheap 
through city government. 
I’m pressing for Parks to 
make this happen as afford-
ably as possible.”

The board also ap-
proved structural restora-
tions to the Bowne House 
Historical Society, at 37-01 
Bowne St., and discussed 
an editorial in the Feb. 9-15 
edition of TimesLedger 
Newspapers, contending 
the board unfairly denied a 
variance application sought 
by the Mormon church to 
build a chapel on 33rd Av-
enue.

“I was very disap-
pointed with this,” said 
board member and North 
Flushing Civic Association 
President Tyler Cassell. “I 
read something like this, 
and the flavor of this reeks 
of someone who doesn’t 
live in the neighborhood or 
even understand any of the 
issues.”

public transportation have 
made the distance between 
students’ homes and their 
middle schools painfully 
apparent. It has driven the 
College Point Civic Associ-
ation to step up advocating 
for a middle school within 
the neighborhood, which is 
a peninsula isolated from 
the rest of the borough by 
the Whitestone Express-
way.

“We see the need for 
a middle school to be built 
in College Point,” said An-
drew Rocco, a member of 
the civic’s education com-
mittee. “We are geographi-
cally isolated.”

To bolster his argu-
ment, he cited large tracts 
of undeveloped land and 
vacant factories that could 
serve as a site. In addi-
tion, he said City Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Walcott 
mentioned in a speech late 
last year that he wanted to 
build 50 new middle schools 

across the city.
“The chancellor wants 

new middle schools. We 
want a new middle school. 
What’s the problem?” he 
asked.

But according to DOE 
officials, the problem is 
that the existing middle 
schools zoned for College 
Point students are not over-
crowded.

At a Community Edu-
cation Council District 25 
meeting Feb. 1, District Su-
perintendant Danielle Di-
Mango told Rocco that JHS 
185 and JHS 194 are operat-
ing at the designed capacity. 
She questioned what would 
happen to those schools if 
some of their students were 
siphoned off to go to a new 
middle school, leaving 185 
and 194 underused.

According to docu-
ments from the state De-
partment of Education, 
which evaluates the size of 
each school in New York, 
average class sizes in the 
four major study areas have 
decreased from the 2007-08 
school year to the 2009-10 
school year and hovered 

between 26 and 30 students 
per class.

At JHS 185, average 
class sizes have remained 
steady at 30 over the same 
time period.

Both middle schools 
were given a “B” grade in 
their progress reports, ac-
cording to documents from 
the city DOE.

But Rocco was not con-
vinced.

He cited the recent de-
velopment of condos at the 
end of College Point Bou-
levard, which hundreds of 
new families could begin to 
occupy once they are com-
pleted. 

“Where are these kids 
going to school?” he asked.

Rocco also pointed out 
that the two elementary 
schools in College Point, PS 
29 and PS 129, have had to 
install auxiliary trailers 
in order to teach students, 
which he takes as a sign of 
a growing student popula-
tion, although construction 
is also being done at one of 
the schools, he said.

The new condos, he 
said, will only compound 
the problem.

But the agency that is 
in charge of building new 
schools, the city School 
Construction Authority, 
cannot simply build based 
on speculation, according 
to Monica Gutierrez, who 
presented a yearly update 
from the authority at a CEC 
District 25 meeting in De-
cember.

If the authority used 
money to build a new school 
based on future housing, 
the agency could be left 
holding the bag if the units 
do not sell, she told a group 
of concerned College Point 
citizens.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

CB 7

Continued from Page 1

College Pt.

Nicholas Corrado (l.) and Danielle DiMango, of Community Education Council District 25, listen to pub-
lic comments during a recent meeting. Photo by Joe Anuta

Community Board 7 voted to support refurbishing 207 Totten Ave., whose  dilapidated porch needs to 
be repaired as part of a building-wide overhaul. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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FWD, SLT-2 perforated leather, 3.0L- V6 cargo management package, rear cargo security cover, cargo
convenience net, roof rack crossbars, 19" chrome clad aluminum wheels, rear entertainment system,
rear seat dual-screen dvd, remote, 2-headsets, audio system w/ navigation, am/fm stereo, cd player,
radio data system, aux jack, 7-inch touch screen, navigation & voice recognition, 40 gb hard drive,
trailering equipment. 200 miles. Stk# 19848 MSRP $37,145

$31979

2011 GMC
TERRAIN

5 available
at similar
savings!

2012 CADILLAC CTSAWD

The Better Way!
Better Price!

Better Selection!
Better Service!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

S t a r t T h e Y e a r O f f R i g h t

All offers, add tax & reg. fees. REGAL Price includes $3,000.00 Customer cash rebate, $1,000.00 lease conquest rebate.(must be in a current and active NON GM lease) **0.0% for 72 months (Terrain 60 months ) in lieu of $3,000.00 customer cash( Regal ). TERRAIN Price includes $1,000.00 lease conquest rebate.(must be in a current and active NON GM lease) *GM program car with
only 200 miles. Metallic Paint Additional. . Primary lender approval, Add tax & reg fees, plus CTS ( US Bank ) $0 down, no security deposit, bank fee $695, Price includes: $5,900 Customer Cash Rebate, $2,000 non-GM Conquest ( must be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer. No 1st Payment. $395 Disposition fee at lease end. / SRX ( GMF Financial ) $0 down,
no security deposit, bank fee $650, plus 1st Month payment. Price includes: $1,250 Customer Cash Rebate, $2,000 GM Conquest. $350 Disposition fee at lease end.12k miles per yr. 30¢ ( CTS .18¢ ) thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. Residual Value ( CTS $19,766.60 & SRX $22,517.00 ) . ( Must be a NON GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) †† Must
have excellent credit, in lieu of rebates. Best Price: Based on primary lender approval. In stock vehicles. Model for model, option for option. Must present bonafide written order from authorized new car competitor. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 2-29-2012.

BUICK

2012CadillacModels IncludeCadillac PremiumCareMaintenance.

CadillacCelebrates ItsNewEdition...

BUICK
in Great Neck!

in Great Neck!

6 Speed Automatic,
1yr. Onstar, Turn By Turn

Navigation MSRP $40,340

LEASE FOR

$299
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC SRXFWD

Now Is The Perfect Time To Take Advantage Of These Exceptional Offers From North Bay Cadillac.

3.6L V6 Improved Horsepower and Gas
Mileage! 6 Speed Automatic, 1yr. Onstar,
Turn By Turn Navigation MSRP $40,940

LEASE FOR

$379
*

per month 39 months

LUXURYEDITION

Perforated leather, 2.0l dohc 4 cyl turbo, 6 spd automatic transmission, TO7
equipment package, airbags, rear seat mounted, power sunroof, interactive
drive control system w/ sport & tour modes, wheels, 19" prefer alloy, high
intensity discharge headlamps, premium 9 speaker system, audio system w/
navigation & single cd/dvd player. Stk# 19321. MSRP $38,155

2011 BUICK
REGAL CXL TURBO

0.0%
Financing available
for 72 months**

( Terrain 60 Months )

2 available
at similar
savings!

$31155

The New Standard of theWorld.
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All Showrooms Open 7 Days!
Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

FREE In Home
Estimates

We 

Are The

Commercial

Condo / Co-Op

Experts!
NO

SALES

TAX!

ROOFING Timberline
30 Year

Architecturalwith SureNail Technology

BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

MADE UP TO 32 X 18
Y INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

194 

NO
TAX!

$
$149

$169$179
No Min. Req.

NOW
•

549

GARAGE
DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or 
Carriage Style

$799

COUPONFULLY WELDED! FULLY INSTALLED!

179$
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2” Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Molding

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING

ADD $200 FOR
CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1799

1499
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•16 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt 899$ $ $999 1049$1199

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$995

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

TOP
UALITY!

Custom Sizes
 Available!

329
NOW

STORM DOORS

36 x 80
Custom Hinges

Tempered Glass
Screen

Custom Hardware

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$ NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

429 $359

• Full Caulking
• Full capping in any color

• New Stop Molding
• Removal of all Garbage

Fully Installed Including:

TRIPLE GLASS
LDED WINDOWS

Now

COUPON

COUPON

$
$ 16991999

BOW W WINDO
CUSTOM MADE

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96’ x 45’

S

4295

2495
3695
1995

SUPER SAVER!

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

CUSTOM
FULL

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

Q

COUPON

T! T!

FEBRUARY BLOWOUT SPECIAL!
Sign & Save by February 29th, have work done when you want

Doors

5% off

•Foil Backed Insulation Board
Premium .044 Gauge and
Thicker Center Locking Panels.

•Various Lengths/ All Makes
•100's Colors and Styles

SIDINGI
Fully Installed Including:

®

CertainTeed

 On America's HomesFirst On America's HomesFirst CERTAINTEED

CONTRACTOR

TM

Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

FEBRUARY SIGN AND SAVE!
20% OFF ALL SIDING

SIGN BY FEB. 29th
HAVE WORK DONE WHEN YOU WANT!

BASED ON $3.00 PER SQ FT

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!FEBRUARY

ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

SIGN BY
FEB. 29th

HAVE WORK 
DONE WHEN
YOU WANT!

NEW 
ORDERS

ONLY

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

$1399
$1999

Attic Insulation

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

•GLASS AND SCREEN

NOW
$$ 549699

STEEL SECURITY DOOR

NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED!

•CUSTOM MADE TO SIZE
•REAL STEEL CONSTRUCTION
•MORTISED DEAD BOLT AND
DOOR KNOB

COUPON

10 Colors Optional

Includes:

FEBRUARY
ONLY!

WE

Entire House 1150 Sq. Ft.
Complete Rip With
Removal Of Debris

Tar Paper & Shingle
Layover 1150 Sq. Ft. Installed

s

TOP QUALITY STEEL
REINFORCED &

FULLY INSTALLED 5ft.

TL

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

279$
Now

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

BBB Memeber Metro NY Long Island. Some items not available in all areas. As of 11/01/05 $25 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Westchester Lic#WC-22934-H10 • Yonkers Lic#5208 • Putnam County Home Improvement Lic#PC5709 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279

Oakridge Pro
30 year Architectural

Duration TruDefinition™

HUNTINGTON
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772www.uwds.com
BRONX

N. WHITE PLAINS
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
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 Once you make a decision to do some work on your home, the next step is to call in some contractors for 
estimates and ideas. Most homeowners don’t think they need to have their wits about them until the 
salesperson is sitting in front of them. That’s a big mistake. So what is the right way to go about this often 
overwhelming process? How do you know if you’ve let the right contractor into your home? Here are a few 
tips to help make your home improvement projects as successful and worthwhile as possible.

 Before you call anyone in for an estimate, there are some very important decisions to make. Are you the 
type of person who wants to deal with an established reputable company with a place of business (which will 
cost a little bit more money), or are you the type of person who wants to be your own general contractor and 
hire someone that works out of his truck or home (which should be less expensive)? There are numerous 
different types of contractors out there, but only one is right for you.

 The truth is, you should only be comparing apples with apples. If you call in the largest construction 
company you can think of, a mid-sized local establishment, and your cousin’s friend Johnny, you haven’t 
accomplished anything. You’re pricing three different quality products and three different levels of service. 
Remember, a guarantee is only as good as the company that issues it. Just because something is cheaper 
doesn’t necessarily mean it’s the better deal.

 If you know your cousin’s friend is not what you want because you don’t want to deal with a pickup truck 
contractor, and the high prices of the national chains leave you questioning if the product is really worth the 
price, you should be calling in three local, established companies. Not only do you get an accredited company 
you can trust, but their prices will be much more reasonable. You can really compare prices and products on 
a level playing field. These midsized companies can be found in local papers, local television commercials, 
radio station ads, or by word of mouth. Just be sure to visit the company’s showrooms. With a little bit of 
deception, many pickup truck contractors can seem like a midsized company.

 Once you’ve found your local companies, make sure you get all the quotes in writing so that you can refer 
back to the estimate if you have any disagreements when the work is being done. It is also a good idea to 
check with your local Better Business Bureau and Consumer Affairs. They will not only tell you if the 
contractor has a lot of complaints, but will tell you how long they have been in business under that company 
name. Lastly, when dealing with salespeople, the best piece of advice is always “trust your instincts.”

            

Written by: Steven J DiMare
                   Chief Executive Officer 
                   Unified Window Systems, Inc.

Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing 

NYC LIC#0856560
Nassau LIC#176165000
Suffolk LIC#19279
Westchester LIC#WC22934H10
Yonkers LIC#5208      

UNIFIED
www.unifiedwindows.com

All Showrooms open 7 days or call (888)631-2131 for a Free in Home Estimate in the Tri-state area

Shopping For a Contractor
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22 NAACP head Leroy Gadsden honored in Cambria Hts.
Alpha Phi Alpha Senior Center toasts Jamaica branch leader, who urges crowd to fi ght redistricting

BY RICH BOCKMANN

On the eve of the 103rd 
anniversary of the found-
ing of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of 
Colored People, the Alpha 
Phi Alpha senior citizens 
center of Cambria Heights 
honored NAACP Jamaica 
Branch President Leroy 
Gadsden for his leadership 
during its third annual Val-
entine’s Gala Saturday.

Alpha Phi Alpha is the 
country’s first inter-
collegiate African-
American frater-
nity, and in 1974 the 
local chapter found-
ed the senior center, at 220-
01  Linden Blvd., in order to 
serve the southeast Queens 
community. The national 
fraternity counts among its 
members leaders such as 
W.E.B. Du Bois, Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. and Thurgood 
Marshall.

“The NAACP has been 
able to achieve many out-
standing things through 
great leaders,” said center 
member Halvor James, as 
he presented Gadsden with 
the leadership award, rec-
ognizing him for his stance 
on political and social is-
sues.

Gadsden was elected 
to the position of president 
four years ago, and since 
then he has led the branch 
in its fight for an economic 

fair share at Aq-
ueduct Casino and 
taken on issues such 
as police brutal-
ity, discriminatory 

practices in school closings 
and voter protection at poll-
ing sites.

The Alpha member 
began by invoking the fra-
ternity’s motto of “First of 
all, servants of all, we shall 
transcend all.”

“America still is not 

right,” he told the hundred 
or so attendees at the gala 
lunch at Antun’s catering 
hall in Queens Village, 
“Queens is still not right.”

Gadsden said the most 
pressing current issue for 
the community is the new-
ly released legislative re-

districting maps drawn by 
a “segregated panel” made 
up of “a group of white men 
who make decisions for 
black folks and everyone 
else.”

Specifically, he criti-
cized the state’s Legislative 
Task Force on Demograph-

ic Research and Redistrict-
ing for drawing lines he 
said voters who live upstate 
a larger voice than those 
downstate.

“What kind of math is 
it where you get a decrease 
in population and increase 
in representation?” he 

asked, referring to the ad-
dition of a 63rd state Senate 
seat upstate. 

Re-electing President 
Barack Obama, Gadsden 
said, was another priority, 
and he urged the commu-
nity to interpret a national 
rhetoric of hate as a warn-
ing sign against becoming 
complacent.

“Don’t get caught up 
thinking all is well,” he 
said. “Show up, show out 
and put him back in the 
White House.”

Other honorees at the 
gala included George Hulse 
of Healthfirst, Kelli Single-
ton of the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services, 
 the Farmbria Food Center 
of Cambria Heights and 
Dora Rivas, a senior center 
employee who has served 
the community for more 
than 16 years.

Honoree George Hulse (l.-r.); honoree Dora Rivas; Hilda Rodgers, director of Alpha Phi Alpha Senior 
Citizens Center; James Fletcher, chairman of the Alpha Phi Alpha Senior Citizens Center; honoree 
Kelly Singleton, mistress of ceremonies Cheryl Wills and honoree Leroy Gadsden attend the center’s 
Valentine’s Gala. Photo by Nat Valentine

BLACK 
HISTORY
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*Top-performing large thrift in the U.S. for the 12 months ended March 31, 2011 among thrifts with $2.0 billion or more in assets, as reported by SNL Financial.
†FDIC-Insured IRAs held at one financial institution are aggregated and insured in the amount of up to $250,000 per participant. ††Contact your tax advisor for more information. 

© 2012 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC
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DOROTHY MATINALE - BROKER/OWNER
SERVING THE  COMMUNITY FOR OVER 15 YEARS

“THE ONLY STOP FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS”

718-279-4800
RESERVATIONS 

S RD

Lovely 3BR 1.5BTH Colonial with Full Finished Basement and 
Storage Attic. Detached Garage. Patio. Hardwood Floors Throughout. 

Move-In Condition! Quiet Street. School District #26 ...$699,000

Lovely Parkridge Triplex Condo, Full Finished 
Basement, Attic For Storage, Features A Pool, Gym, 

And Parking!...$549,000

SCAN HERE 
FOR DETAILED 
INFORMATION

Fully Renovated High Ranch, 4Bdrm, 3 Full Baths, 2 
Zone Cac And Heating System, New Windows, Large 
Yard W/ Playground. 3 Blocks To LIRR… $898,000

4BR, 1 Full BTH, 2 Half BTH Triplex. EIK w/ Sliding Door to Patio. 
Garage. Near Express/Local Bus and Shopping. 

School District 26 … $575,888

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.DOUGLASTON CONDO 

63-37 DOUGLASTON PKY.
FLUSHING COLONIAL

 Station Realty proudly supports the Douglaston Village Chamber of Commerce

Gym, Laundry & 1 Block to LIRR 
Large Renovated 1BR w/Terrace And New Kitchen ... $308,000

2BR w/Updated Kitchen ... $238,000 
2BR Beautiful Parkview … $286,000
2BR Overlooking Park ... $259,000
2BR Overlooking Park … $239,000

1BR In Rear Of Building With Updated Kitchen & BTH… $238,000
1BR with Renovated Kit/BTH and All New

Appliances. Access To The Backyard From Bedroom… $199,500

DOUGLASTON CO-OPS
MEET AT OFFICE

Renovated 4Br, 4Baths, Manor Oaks School, Fin Base, 
Det Garage, 60x200, Pool, Deck, Fireplace, 

Central A/C…$799,000

REDUCED Large and Sunny 3BR, 1.5 BTH Co-Op. 
Close to Transportation and Shopping! …. $220,000

REDUCED Charming 4 BR, 1.5 BTH Colonial 
with Original Tin Ceilings and Pumpkin Pine Floors. 
Enclosed Porch and 2 Car Detached Garage. 7,800 

Square Foot Lot. 2 Blocks to LIRR …$749,000

ESCORTED SHOWINGS 

OPEN HOUSE SUN. 12-3PM

NEW HYDE PARK COLONIAL

3BR FLUSHING CO-OP
139-19 31ST RD.

DOUGLASTON COLONIAL

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

OPEN HOUSE 

SATURDAY 11:00–1:00PM

LITTLE NECK HIGH RANCH
250-46 42ND AVE.

OPEN HOUSE 

SUNDAY 1:00–4:00PM

OPEN HOUSE 

SUNDAY 1:00–4:00PM

BAYSIDE CONDO
228-21 69TH AVE.

OPEN HOUSE 

SUNDAY 1:00–3:00PM



BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Reinvention is no easy feat — not even for a popular 
35-year-old cultural landmark and local international 
art space nestled in Flushing Meadows Corona Park and 
only a stone’s throw from the Unisphere.

In the vastness of the busy, noisy construction site 
at the Queens Museum of Art, the work is going on at a 
steady pace, and it’s possible to visualize what the com-
pleted space will look like when it becomes a bustling 
hub, attracting thousands of visitors from the commu-
nity, the city and beyond.

Queens Museum of Art Executive Director Tom 
Finkelpearl is the man behind the relaunching of his fa-
vorite museum since childhood. An historic, massive ex-
pansion project is now underway, which will double its 
size, while broadening its profile as, according to Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg, “a destination for New Yorkers and 
visitors to experience exciting exhibits and dynamic pro-
grams that reflect the creativity of New York’s largest 
and most diverse borough.”

Finkelpearl added, “The expansion will re-define a 
new moment in the museum’s history, but is also a sym-
bol of QMA’s and the City’s dedication to giving the peo-
ple of Queens that much more in cultural offerings.”

As an economic bonus, a revamped institution will 
bring more revenue into Queens and the city, and more 
jobs have been created during construction. But most im-
portantly, the behemoth redesign will transform QMA 
into a centrally located recreational spot, where families 
can experience a variety of events, while enjoying all the 
museum has to offer — a place where kids can have fun 
while learning.

On April 12, 2011, a groundbreaking ceremony 

kicked off the expansion project, which will transform 
the museum into a premier multi-faceted venue, enhanc-
ing its geographic reach and re-energizing the park. The 
$68 million expansion will add 50,000 square feet of gal-
leries, classrooms, public event spaces, a café and mu-
seum shop.

“The expanded outdoor lawn will have seating and 
more grassy areas for picnics,” said David Strauss, di-
rector of external affairs. “What better thing than for a 
museum to have a front yard like this with the Unisphere 
outside?”

The expansion gives QMA the entirety of the park’s 
New York City Building, originally built as the city’s of-
ficial pavilion for the 1939 World’s Fair. Afterwards, it 
was converted into a recreation building — half used 
for the ice rink, the other half for a roller rink. It was 

TO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DININGAIAITO THE ARTS, ENTERTATO THE ARTS, ENTERTA
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A rendering of the new west en-
try to the Queens Museum of Art 
seen at night. The bright and col-
orful facade will be visible from 
the Grand Central Parkway. 

Image courtesy Queens Museum of Art
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Visitors to MoMA PS1 
will be seeing stars this 
summer. The art institu-
tion announced on Feb. 8 
that its courtyard will fea-
ture a giant star-shaped in-
stallation called “Wendy” 
as part of its annual Young 
Architects Program.

The installation, made 
of sky-blue nylon fabric, 
will sit in the center of PS1’s 
large courtyard and engage 
passers-by with bursts of 
cool air, music, mists and 
water cannons shooting 
from its spikey arms. The 
New York City-based design 
firm HWKN submitted the 
winning proposal.

“It’s summertime—
we wanted to make sure 
that the architecture really 
spoke to the people who 
were coming to the court-
yard for a good time,” said 
Marc Kushner, partner at 
HWKN. “It’s something 
that would excite people 

and get people thinking 
about the potential of build-
ings around them.”

Wendy also boasts a 
number of environmental-
ly friendly design elements. 
The fabric is treated with 
a special “titania nanopar-
ticle spray” which neutral-
izes airborne pollutants 
from cars. The design of the 
structure maximizes the 
surface area that will come 
into contact with the air.

According to HWKN, 
over the summer the instal-
lation will clean the air of 
pollutants equal to 260 cars 
being taken off the road.

The installation will 
be open to the public on 
June 28 and be up for the 10 
weeks after that. It will be 
a particular draw during 
PS1’s weekly “Warm Up” 
events each Saturday of the 
summer, where visitors can 
enjoy concerts and DJ sets 
in addition to the museum’s 
regular exhibitions.

“This time we have a 

very concentrated object, 
a powerful architectural 
gesture that is contained in 
its imprint, but manages to 

touch the different court-
yards,” said Pedro Gad-
anho, curator of the Depar-
ment of Architecture and 

Design for MoMA. “It also 
has a scale that you’ll see 
from the train line or high-
way, so we’ll have people 

outside asking themselves, 
‘What is this?’”

Last year’s winners, 
Interboro Partners, created 
the massive canopy instal-
lation “Holding Pattern,” 
which featured recycled 
objects including benches, 
ping-pong tables and flood-
lights strung overhead. The 
year before the courtyard 
showcased “Pole Dance,” 
from SO-IL, a 16-by-16-foot 
grid of 30-foot poles con-
nected by bungee cords.

“MoMA gives architec-
ture a platform to speak to 
a really wide audience, and 
gives architects a chance to 
speculate and dream about 
the potential of what we do 
everyday,” said Kushner. 
“Addressing environmen-
tal issues beyond the issues 
of our own project and on 
the city as an ecosystem is 
a really exciting opportu-
nity — and, of course, hav-
ing a really awesome time 
doing it.”

Answers in Sports

MoMA PS1 unveiled this sharp, new design for its courtyard pavilion this summer. It was designed 
by architecture firm HWKN and was selected by a jury as part of the Young Architects Program. 

Image courtesy of HWKN

PS1 unveils otherworldly design for courtyard
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also the original home of 
the United Nations General 
Assembly from 1946 to 1950 
and is where the petitions 
of Palestine and North and 
South Korea were signed. 
It was also used as the city 
pavilion in the 1964 World’s 
Fair. 

“Since the museum 
opened in 1972, we’ve been 
lusting after the other 
half of the building,” said 
Strauss.  “When the city 
decided they were going to 
build a new rink and pool 
on the other side of the 
park, we were able to real-
ize our dream, and brought 
in fantastic architects to 
work with us and design a 
great plan.” QMA teamed 
up with well-known Brit-
ish design firm, Grimshaw 
Architects. “We’re thrilled 
to have them onboard,” he 
said.

Sharing the limelight
It’s all about the power 

of teamwork and know-how. 
Arranging partnerships 
with Mayor Bloomberg, 
Queens Borough President 
Helen Marshall, City Coun-
cil and board members, 
funders, artists and com-
munity leaders to make 
a vision a reality is one 
great example of what Fin-
kelpearl does best. Then 
there’s global fund-raising. 
He was recently in Korea 
looking for opportunities 
in Korean engagement and 
funding.

“With everyone’s 
amazing support, we will 
be able to double our size 
and continue to present the 
museum’s unique mix of 
experimental public pro-
grams, innovative shows, 
and multi-faceted, multi-
lingual education pro-
grams,” said Finkelpearl. 
“This has been a true pub-
lic-private partnership.” 

He indicated that 
while a city agency runs 
the construction project, 
he visits the site each day 
and oversees “the big pic-
ture,” leaving the day-to-
day operations and details 

to Strauss. 
Finkelpearl came on 

board in 2002 after 12 years 
as deputy director of the 
PS1 Contemporary Art 
Center in Long Island City. 
His family lived in Queens 
100 years ago, in Rockaway 
and owned a hotel. He grew 
up in Massachusetts, but 
would visit Queens often. 

On track for comple-
tion by the end of 2013, 
the museum is in full re-
structuring mode and the 
project’s key components 
are taking shape, already 
boasting what is sure to be 
one of its grandest features 
— a series of beautiful sky-
lights, bathing the entire 
space with natural light. 

“Very rarely are you 
going to see an institution 
with 60-foot soaring ceil-
ings and natural light com-
ing in,” said Strauss.

There’s also a brand 
new 220-foot glass façade 
and six new galleries, rang-
ing in size from 900 sqare 
feet to 2200 square feet, 
which will allow for the dis-
playing of large-scale tem-
porary exhibitions. And 
that will free up space for 
original, current galleries 
to show their permanent 
collection.

“On the park side, near 
the Unisphere, the museum 
will have a new entryway. 
So they’re restoring the 
original access of the build-
ing. People can actually 
walk through the museum 
to get to the park,” Strauss 
said.

He also said that the 
city is the largest funder for 
the project. Over $21.5 mil-
lion came from Marshall’s 
discretionary funds, a $15 
million grant from New 
York state and considerable 
private funding.

“We’re happy to say 
that we’re fully funded. 
The silver lining in the 

economic downturn is that 
our project went out to bid 
when the economy was at 
its worst, so we were able 
to get more for our money,” 
said Strauss.  

As a result of Finkel-
pearl’s vision and experi-
ence, QMA has undertaken 
significant community 
engagement initiatives, in-
cluding a partnership with 
Queens Library. Queens 
Teens, a skill-building pro-
gram for careers in the arts, 
and Dance in Queens — a 
dance residency program 
offering emerging chore-
ographers and dancers 
practice and performance 
space, are among them.

“We not only care 
about the local area very 
deeply, but it goes beyond 
that as well — to the en-
tire city,” said Finkelpearl. 
More than 250,000 visitors 
participate in QMA’s pro-
grams each year.

The expansion will 
also provide space for host-
ing weddings, ranging from 
25-person to 1,500-person 
affairs. 

The crown jewel of 
QMA, the Panorama of the 
City of New York, will re-
main where it is, and new 
entryways will allow visi-
tors to easily access it from 
anywhere in the museum. 
The Neustadt Collection of 
Tiffany Glass will have a 
new gallery. There will be 
plenty of space for large-
scale works.

“People love the Pan-
orama — it’s a great asset. 
It dominates the whole mu-
seum, and school kids are 
constantly streaming in to 
see it,” said Finkelpearl, 
who describes himself as 
a contemporary art guy. 
“This was the first place I 
came to see when I would 
visit Queens. I would bring 
friends from out-of-town 
here.”

Join us at 
Bourbon Street for 

an outrageous

Fat Tuesday 
Celebration

February 21, 2012 @ 7pm

718-224-2200
Reservations Required

40-12 Bell Blvd. Bayside, NY
www.bourbonstreetny.com

Feast on a fabulous traditional 
New Orleans Style 

menu while grooving to the 
sounds of Dave Clive’s Nawlins 

Funk Band

Continued from Page 25

An interior rendering of the Queens Museum of 
Art peering east toward Flushing Meadows Corona Park. 

Image courtesy Queens Museum of Art
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CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana
CHICKEN

Marsala, Parmigiana
Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Eggplant Parmigiana

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

718-352-9300
                         (Across from Stop & Shop)www.dimarias.com Check us out on Facebook

10% OFF
All Catering
Over $100

Can not be combined with any other Offers 

FREE
Glass of Wine with
any Dinner Entrée

(Dine In Only)

$2.00 OFF
Any Large Pie

(Pick-Up Only)

Can not be combined with any other Offers Can not be combined with any other Offers

EVERYDAY SPECIALS

PASTA NIGHT
Every Wednesday is 

pasta night at DiMaria’s!

That’s right.

All pastas 

marked as lunch specials 

are continued all the way 

through dinner
Valid for Dine-in only.

4pm-9:30pm

STUDENT SPECIAL
1 Slice & 

a Small Fountain Soda
only $2.00

DAILY LUNCH 
COMBO SPECIALS

Soup & Sandwich
only $8.95

Soup & Salad
only $5.95

Sandwich & Salad
only $8.95

Choice of Soup:
Minestrone, Lentil 
or Chicken Orzo

Choice of Sandwich:
Meatball Parm, Chicken Parm,

Turkey Avocado BLT, Grilled Chicken
w/ Lettuce & Tomato
Choice of Salad:
House or Caesar

Get a bottled water or a can of soda!
For $1.00 or more

Sorry no substitutions.

BAYSIDE ORIGINAL CHICKEN

718-224-9292
BAYSIDE ORIGINAL 

CHICKEN

1818 224 922 92924 9292222 922 929292922

0% 
transfat

10% OFF 
ALL ORDERS
Expires 4.30.12

10% OFF 
All orders Expires 4.30.12
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I married the first
man I ever kissed.
When I tell this to
my children they
just about throw up.

Across
  1. 
  6. Praiseful poems
10. Physics calculation
14.
15.
16. Hankering
17. Olympic competition
18. Take off
19. Close
20.
22.
23. Tape type
24.
26. Oman man
30.
31. Thanksgiving serving
32. Coke, e.g.
33.
35.
39.
41.
43.
44.
46. School session
47.
49. Roman septet
50.
51.
54.
56. Hoity-toity sort
57. What a smart coin

63.
64.
65. Spring sign
66.
67. Disparage
68.
69. Unite metals
70. Consumes
71.

  1. 
  2. Zero, to McEnroe
  3. 

  4. 
  5. Put in a stake
  6. Referees
  7. Erases
  8. 
  9. 
10.

11. Mr. T’s group
12. Freighten
13. Cut up
21. Sign of life
25. Sitarist Shankar
26.
27. Horse color
28. Mine entrance
29.
34.
36.
37. Guam, e.g.
38.
40.
42.
45.
48. Package

51.
52. Positive pole
53.
55. Future atty.’s exams
58.
59.
60. 1492 Atlantic crosser
61. Pursue
62.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
                      L,  M,  .... NO     P

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
 By Pete Canty (Pete@gfrpuzzles.com)

TimesLedger Newspapers
Feb. 16-22, 2012

Phun With Homophones   

Henry V — A charismatic leader 
in the fl ush of youth embarks 
on a war and takes huge risks 
for a debatable cause with 
enormous bloodshed. The 
Titan Theatre Company works 
with amazing actors to unveil 
Shakespeare in its most edgy, 
raw and though-provoking 
fashion.
When: Feb. 16, 7:30 pm; Feb. 17 
and 18, 8 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

Broadway Rox — A special 
two-day performance that 
celebrates the rock and pop 
hits of Broadway including 
pulsating hits from Wicked, 
Jersey Boys, The Who’s Tommy, 
Mamma Mia, Spring Awakening, 
HAir, Rock of Ages, Jesus Christ 
Superstar and others.
When: Feb. 17, 7:30 pm and Feb. 
18, 2 pm and 8 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
Contact: (718) 760-0064
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Tango 5 Senses — Eight weeks 
only.
When: Through March 18, 
Fridays and Saturdays, 8 pm, 
Sundays, 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish 

Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarves — Artistic director 
Patricia Zaback.
When: Feb. 18, 25 and March 3, 2 
pm; Feb. 22, 1 pm
Where: BroadHollow Theatre, 
700 Hempstead Turnpike, 
Elmont
Contact: (516) 775-4420
Website: www.broadhollow.org

A Few Good Men — Aaron 
Sorkin’s hit about two marines 
on trial for serious crimes. 
Artistic director Patricia 
Zaback.
When: Feb. 18, 24, 25, 29 and 
March 2 and 3, 8 pm; Sunday, 
Feb. 19, 2:30 pm; Feb. 26 and 
March 4, 2:30 pm; Feb. 29, 2 pm
Where: BroadHollow Theatre, 
700 Hempstead Turnpike, 
Elmont
Contact: (516) 775-4420
Website: www.broadhollow.org

Awake and Sing! — A poor 
Jewish family in the Bronx in 
1933 is struggling to survive 
through the economic chaos of 
the Depression.
When: Feb. 24, 25 and March 
2, 3, 8 pm; Feb. 26 and March 
3, 2 pm
Where: Zion Espiscopal Church, 
243-01 Northern Boulevard, 
Douglaston

Contact: (718) 225-0466
Website: www.zionepiscopal.
org

Concert Tribute to Odysseus 
Elytis — The Nobel Prize 
winner in literature 1979. 
Special excerpts from “Axion 
Esti “set to music by Mikis 
Theodorakis as well as songs 
by other Greek composers like 
Manos Hatzidakis, M. Loizos, S 
Xarhakos, J. Markopoulos, N. 
Mavroudis and others who were 
inspired by the great Poet.
When: Feb. 25, 7 pm
Where: Frank Sinatra School 
of the Arts, 35-12 35th Ave., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 361-9920Ð

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Sterling Glen of Great 
Neck, 96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great 
Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman - robin@lovecoach.
com (516) 732-0911

Tony Bennett’s newest work depicting Louis Armstrong. The oil painting is 18 inches by 24 
inches and available through an online auction at charitybuzz.com. It was first unveiled at 
the Louis Armstrong Gala in December 2011. Photo by Norm Harris

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

“Let Mamma 

     do the Cooking” 

18” Large Pie
2 Liter Soda

$1399 
(Reg $17.50)

Not to be combined with
 any other offer. 

Coupon expires 3/31/12

18” Pie & 
A Dozen Wings

$1999 
(Reg $25.50)

Not to be combined with any other 
offer. Coupon expires 3/31/12

X-Large Pie, (1)2 Liter Soda
(6) Buffalo wings, (6) Mozzarella 

Sticks (6) Garlic Knots

$2299 
(Reg $24.95)

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Coupon expires 3/31/12

47-40 Bell Blvd., Bayside, 
718-279-0808

We Accept All 
Competitors’ Coupons

Open 7 Days
Mon-Sat 11am - 10pm

Sun 12pm - 9pm
FREE DELIVERY
($10.00 min. order)

Let us Cater Your 
Next Event!

FAMILY SPECIALPIZZA & WINGS COMBO

SPECIAL!!! Sunday thru Wednesday 18” X-LARGE PIE $10.99 + TAX

www.mammaspizzarestaurant.com
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248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING  FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808
220-33 Northern Blvd.

Bayside
(3 blocks west of

Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606
Open 7 days noon-11pm

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call: Mary Leary 

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537

Asian Fusion & Sushi Bar
38-05 Bell Blvd., Bayside | 718-631-1188

718

61-02 Springfield Blvd. 
718-224-9292

BAYSIDE ORIGINAL 
CHICKEN

WWW.TIMELEDGER.COM
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings

 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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This Week’s Queens Critter

Chester, a 9-year-old purebred West Highland Terrier owned by Sloane of Douglaston, is the win-
ner of this edition of the TimesLedger Newspapers’ Queens Critter contest. Chester is mischie-
veous, the entry said. If you want to be considered for our pet of the week content, visit www.
TimesLedger.com for more information. Photo courtesy Sloane

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

JetBlue Airways plans 
to nearly double its flights 
from LaGuardia and Ron-
ald Reagan National air-
ports in Washington, D.C.

“By seizing the oppor-
tunity to invest in the rare 
slot pairs made available in 
our hometown of New York 
City and in the nation’s cap-
ital, JetBlue is comfortably 
poised for organic growth,” 
said JetBlue Vice President 
Scott Laurence. “Together 
with our low fares, award-
winning product and 
customer service, we’re 
pleased to be able to double 
the flights, new destina-
tions and more options to 
customers in both of these 
vital regions.”

JetBlue’s expansion of 
flights at LaGuardia is a 
byproduct of similar moves 

by Delta at LaGuardia.
JetBlue got the chance 

to expand at LaGuardia and 
Reagan National because 
Delta and US Airways 
swapped some takeoff and 
landing slots. The Federal 
Aviation Administration 
ruled that the two airlines 
could trade their rights at 
LaGuardia and Reagan if 
they gave up some slots at 
each airport to a low-cost 
airline.

In the resulting auc-
tion, JetBlue outbid South-
west Airlines.

The Forest Hills-based 
airline said it plans to in-
crease flights to Washing-
ton by eight round-trips 
daily to at least 16 round-
trips by this summer.

JetBlue also an-
nounced it plans to add 
service from LaGuardia to 
three new Florida destina-

tions — Fort Myers, Sara-
sota-Bradenton and Tampa 
— beginning in June.

The airline said it 
would also add more ex-
isting service between 
LaGuardia and Orlando 
and Fort Lauderdale/Hol-
lywood and West Palm 
Beach.

JetBlue began service 
in 2000 to points in Florida 
and cities in upstate New 
York.

Jetblue began flying 
out of LaGuardia in 2004 
and now provides services 
to 70 destinations. It recent-
ly also announced plans to 
offer service to Dallas/Fort 
Worth later this year.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

JetBlue will add more fl ights 
from LaGuardia, Washington
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EMBARGO
PREVENTIVO DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Senior, Disabled, and Veteran Homeowners 
May Qualify for Exemptions, but Must Apply.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Do Not Delay. Respond Today!

Department of
Finance
David M. Frankel 
Commissioner

Department of
Environmental Protection
Carter H. Strickland
Commissioner

Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development
Mathew M. Wambua
Commissioner
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Photos by Christina Santucci

Councilman Daniel Dromm and the Asian 
Community United Society marked the second-
annual Elmhurst Community Lunar New Year 
celebration to welcome the Year of the Dragon. 
(Clockwise from top l.) Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya, (second l.), Dromm (c.) and state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (r.) gather with community leaders; a lion 
dancer visits Best Cut Hail Salon on Broadway; 
members of the Vong Ku Pak Traditional Korean 
Drum Troupe perform; a woman watches the 
show; lion dancers fromew York Hung Sing Kwoon 
battle outside St. James Episcopal Church in 
Elmhurst; a drummer swirls a long piece of fabric 
behind his head; and Victor Tan, 7, pets a lion.
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often pretend to understand 
what people say. Even when 
my surroundings are quiet, 

it can be hard to

I WILL

BETTER

HEAR
My wife says that our 

relationship would be so much

if she didn’t have to  
repeat herself so often.

100% SERVICE 
S AT I S FAC T I O N 
G U A R A N T E E

Applicable with the purchase of an AGX5, 7, or 9. 

YEAR WARRANTY
YEARS FREE BATTERIES 
YEARS LOSS AND  
DAMAGE INSURANCE 

75-DAY 
TRIAL 

Gloria Boms, Au.D.
Audiologist

����

Visit us online at www.gbaudiology.com

CALL TODAY
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT!

516.466.4299 
107 Northern Boulevard, Suite 309

Great Neck, NY 11021

Ample parking on premises!
SCAN
HERE

Recycling just one glass bottle saves enough 
energy to light a 100-watt light bulb for 
four hours, power a computer for 
30 minutes, or a television 
for 20 minutes. Multiply that 
simple act by 8 million 
New Yorkers every day, and 
we can have a major impact 
preserving our natural 
resources and energy needs.  
As North America’s largest 
recycler, Waste Management 
encourages everyone to pitch in 
and recycle.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Small Steps Make a Big Difference

Ronald Rosen, D.V.M.
Michael Ferber, D.V.M.
Rob Foley, D.V.M.
Megan Kelleher, D.V.M.
Terry Eylers, D.V.M.

718-423-9600
WE’VE MOVED! 42-02 215th St. Bayside, NY 11361

FREE PARKING www.nsah.biz
Call For Hours (Evening & Weekend Appointments Available)

Full Service Hospital Providing Exceptional
Care to Companion Animals

Affiliated With 516-783-9100

We Now Offer Physical 
Therapy & Underwater 

Treadmill, Senior Citizen 
& Multi-Pet Discounts

Treating Your Pet Like Family For 
Over 3 Generations
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21

6

10

14

18

5

9

13

17

3

7

11

15

19

4

8

12

16

20

Joe Crowley welcomes everyone

Elizabeth Crowley

Christine Quinn

Bill de Blasio

Scott Stringer

David Weprin, Elizabeth Crowley, Gary 
Ackerman, Mark Weprin and Joe Crowley

Tom DiNapoli, Leslie and Archie Spigner

Scott Stringer and Ivan Lafayette

Aravella Simotas and Michael Gianaris          

Pamala Huntley Corley, John Liu and 
Shirley Huntley

Claire Shulman, Gary Ackerman and Toby 
Stavisky

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown

Joe Crowley and Peter Koo

Claire Shulman and Bill Thompson

Daneek Miller, Helen Marshall and John 
Liu

Melinda Katz and Peter Vallone Jr.

Christine Quinn, Jose Peralta, Grace 
Meng and Karen Koslowitz

Paul Vallone, Carol Gresser, John Duane 
and Debbie Markell

Leroy Comrie and Archie Spigner

Joe Crowley, Sulpice Chamblin and Helen  
Marshall

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

*  These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction or direct deposit is 
selected as the method of repayment. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined 
by creditworthiness. For model years 2012-2011, your payments will consist of 60 monthly
payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95%APR. For model years 2010-2006, 
your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.73 on each $1,000 borrowed at 
2.45%APR. Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop paying your loan 
by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. Other 
rates available for refinance transactions. Membership required.

  Federally insured by NCUA

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS

New Car Loans

1.95%
APR*

FIXED RATES AS LOW AS

Used Car Loans

2.45%
APR*

February 10–29, 2012

Presidents’ Day  
Auto Loan Sale

Apply today, call  
1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

...because it’s time to dump this clunker.

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…The Lifelong  
Learning Institute
AT QUEENS COLLEGE

Professional &
Continuing Studies

Lifelong Learning Institute offers diverse, stimulating, and educational courses 
for adults who believe that learning new things is one of the great joys of living. 
Membership ($295 per semester) includes registration in three exciting courses 
and admission to our six-week Summer Film Festival, which features films with 
Woody Allen, Fred Astaire, Katharine Hepburn, and more.

TO REGISTER OR REQUEST  
MORE INFORMATION:

718-997-5700 

lifelonglearning@qc.cuny.edu 

www.qc.cuny.edu/LLI

Join for the Spring Semester and Stay for Our Summer Film Festival

SPRING SEMESTER: MARCH 12–MAY 10
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CHARGE IT!
The repercussions of unwise credit card use were successful-
ly conveyed by New York City College of Technology entertain-
ment technology students residing in Flushing as they took 
second prize in the second annual Financial Awareness Video 
Competition. Holding their certificates are Flushing residents Chin 
Sheng “William” Hsieh (l.-r.), Chih-Yao Yang and Maria Sideris.

GREEN THUMBS
Alley Pond Environmental Center honorees receive Queens proc-
lamations of honor and City Council citations. Pictured are 
Councilman Mark Weprin (l.-r.), National Grid New York President 
Ken Daly, Councilman Daniel Halloran, city Deputy Mayor for 
Operations Caswell F. Holloway, Borough President Marshall and 
Councilman James Gennaro.

RINGERS
Holy Cross High School celebrated its junior class in November 
with a special ceremony and distribution of class rings and pins. 
The rite of passage recognized 230 students as having achieved 
upper classmen status.

FEED THE NEEDY
St. Andrew Avellino School and Parish in Flushing and the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul participated in their 10th anniversary of do-
nating food and turkeys to more than 75 local families. Pictured are 
Bayside-Whitestone Lions Club President Paul Vallone, St. Andrew 
Avellino School Executive Secretary Mary Ann Dorsa, State Farm 
Insurance Representative Michael Tighe, Paul Halvatzis of Amorelli 
Realty, St. Andrew Avellino School Principal Debora Hanna and St. 
Andrew Avellino Parish pastor the Rev. Joseph Holcomb.

HORSE SENSE
City Councilman James Gennaro visited Clinton Park Stables in 
Manhattan to support the Horse and Carriage Association of New 
York, which asked state Attorney General Eric Schneiderman to in-
vestigate any conflicts of interest between the American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the nonprofit anti-
carriage group NY-CLASS following the Oct. 23 death of a carriage 
horse.

SENIOR HEALTH
State Assemblyman David Weprin (c.) held a senior health forum 
at SNAP Nov. 18. Former state Assemblywoman Ann-Margaret 
Carrozza (l.) spoke to seniors about the importance of protecting 
their assets by planning ahead. The event drew more than 150 se-
niors from northeastern Queens.

GREEN GUYS
City Councilman James Gennaro (l.) presents Deputy Mayor Cas 
Holloway with the Alley Pond Environmental Center’s Green 
Leadership Award at the center’s 2011 gala and silent auction Dec. 
8. Gennaro praised Holloway for his prior work as commissioner of 
the city Department of Environmental Protection.

MUSIC MAKER
Legendary jazz record producer George Avakian (c.) is hon-
ored with a first-ever Louie Award at the Louis Armstrong House 
Museum’s inaugural gala. Avakian, 92, who recorded some of 
Armstrong’s greatest albums and brought the song “Mack the 
Knife” to Armstrong, was recognized for his efforts at preserving 
the legacy of Louis Armstrong.

TOYLAND
City Councilman James Gennaro (c.) joins Samuel Field Y associate 
executive director Rick Lewis (l.-r.), New York Cares service events 
manager Joseph Salas, Community Board 8 District Manager 
Marie Adam-Ovide, state Sen. Toby Stavisky, U.S. Marine Staff Sgts. 
Daniel Sweeney and David Bonney of the 6th Communications 
Battalion to launch the councilman’s annual holiday toy, coat and 
food drive.
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

S.O.A.R. Ahead this Summer
Vincent Smith School’s

Social Opportunities And Remediation Program

S.O.A.R. is a student directed program 
that provides students in grades 4-8 the 

opportunity to remediate, maintain, or enrich 
their skill sets in the areas of reading, writing, 

math and social cognition. 
Students meet daily from 9:00am - 12:00pm 

with NYS certified instructors who utilize 
multisensory teaching methods to create 

individual curriculum for each student in a 
5:1 ratio, as well as focus on social cognition 

by utilizing Michelle Garcia Winner’s 
SuperflexCurriculum.

Contact Vincent Smith School for Enrollment Information Today:
322 Port Washington Blvd., Port Washington, NY 11050

Registered by the New York State Board of Regents. 
Accredited by the New York State Association of Independent School. 

The Vincent Smith is a non-profit corporation and is open to all without 
regard to race, creed, or nation origin.

SCAN HERE 
FOR OUR
WEBSITE

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Enroll Now!Session 1:  July 9 - July 20Session 2: July 23 - August 3Session 3: August 6 - August 17

www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 
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BY JOE ANUTA

Whitestoners eager to 
channel their inner fash-
ion designer need to look 
no further than a new fab-
ric and crafts store on 14th 
Avenue.

Hedieh Fuller and her 
mother, Homa Roowalla, 
opened the hip-looking 
store, called Singerie, in 
November and have been 
providing a unique venue 
for do-it-yourself sewers 
in the neighborhood ever 
since.

“This is my passion. 
It’s my mom’s passion,” 
Fuller said, eager to show 
off roll after roll of fabric 
that she and her mother 
scored after scouring fac-
tories and outlets in New 
York and out of state.

One fabric featured 
ice cream sandwiches on 
a pink background while 
another, called “las senori-
tas,” depicted a set of Mexi-
can women drawn in vin-
tage style amid cacti and 

roses.
Contemporary or clas-

sic, the duo have collected 
fabric for their whole life 
the way other people ac-
crue coins or stamps.

The oldest pieces she 
could think of were saved 
by her grandmother and 
passed down.

But hoarding old rolls 
of cloth is not what makes 
Fuller, whose first name 
is pronounced “hay-dee,” 
the expert. She graduated 
from the Fashion Institute 
of Design and Merchandise 
in San Francisco in 2000 
and spent the next several 
years designing everything 
from children’s clothing 
to men’s bowling shirts in 
California and then in New 
York, after she relocated to 
Jackson Heights.

“I am flexible. I got ex-
perience from all these dif-
ferent places,” she said.

And that experience 
might come in handy for 
Whitestone residents.

In addition to seeking 
out quality fabrics shoppers 
might not find in bigger, 

more impersonal stores, 
Fuller is also eager to pass 

on her knowledge of how to 
turn those fabrics into ac-
tual clothing.

With several sewing 
machines in the back of the 
store, she teaches classes 
to anyone who wants to 
unleash his or her creative 
side and start making his 
or her own duds.

Fuller encourages 
thwarting convention. She 
suggests using furniture 
upholstery to construct 
tote bags or using skirt ma-
terial to make curtains.

Some of her students 
are as young as 12, and af-
ter ungluing themselves 
from television shows like 
“Project Runway” come 
into the shop with a cre-
ative zeal that Fuller tries 
to channel through a nee-
dle and thread.

“They see it on TV and 
then get inspired and want 
to do it, too,” she said.

She also teaches cro-
chet classes, instructing 
pupils to transcend the 
rectangles of scarves and 

afghans and try their hand 
at something more compli-
cated and spherical like a 
hat.

But if anyone needs 
help with patterns, advice 
on what to buy or help 
starting a project, Fuller 
welcomes them to the cut-
ting table in back.

“Sometimes they work 
on the project right here, 
and we encourage that,” 
she said.

Making clothes from 
scratch can give the creator 
a sense of pride — just think 
if someone asked, “Where 
did you buy that?”

But according to Full-
er, there are more practical 
reasons as well.

“If you buy jeans, they 
can be too tight here, but 
too lose over here,” she 
said. “But you can make it 
fit perfectly yourself.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISERS

Hedieh Fuller stands against a wall of fabric she personally select-
ed for her store. Photo by Joe Anuta

Singerie makes fabric dreams come true
Whitestone shop offers a wide variety of materials for homemade creations and fl ashy crafts

New Citibank Branch Opening — 
Our hours will be Monday through 
Friday 9 am–6 pm, Saturday Closed 
and Sunday 10 am–3 pm (this in 
direct response to the community 
needs of Sunday hours).
When: Feb. 22
Where: Citibank, Forest Hills North, 
64-20 108th St., Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-2891

Minority and Women Owner 
Certifi cation — Open to those 
who have been in business for at 
least one year. This certifi cation 
is a great way to attract public 
agencies as clients, and Empire 
State Development Corporation 
representatives will be on hand 
to provide information on the 
certifi cation and procurement 
process.
When: Feb. 23, 10 am

Where: Bulova Center, 75-20 Astoria 
Blvd., Ste. 140, Jackson Heights

How to Make Good Money During 
Bad Times — Byron Perry, Sherise 
Patterson and Hanif Russell will 
speak.
When: Feb. 25, 5 pm
Where: Apt Cafe, 176-09 Jamaica 
Ave.

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  
A new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston

Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 
Bell Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 
Titans) Weekly Meeting —  BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 

Contact chapter president Martin 
Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 
202-12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-
8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union 
Tnpk., Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-
8986

Queens Village Republican Club 137th 
Anniversary/Lincoln Dinner — Honoring the 
Oratorio Society of Queens, Steve Logiudice, 
Stephen Flanagan and Joseph King.
When: Feb. 19, 3 pm
Where: Antun’s, 96-43 Springfi eld Blvd., 
Queens Village
Contact: (718) 468-6400;
Website: www.antuns.com

Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger 
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that the situation was dif-
ficult.

“If the people, they 
decide they’re going to live 
without money, maybe 
they’re going to make it 20 
years from now,” Panag-
iotopoulis said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

make it look like the bot-
tom is going up,” said City 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens).

Much of the talk also 
focused at how eight per-
sistently low-achieving 
Queens high schools were 
scheduled for turnaround.

When a school goes 
through turnaround, the 
principal and 50 percent 
or more of the staff is re-
placed. Schools up for turn-
around include William 
Cullen Bryant High School 
in Astoria, Long Island 
City High School, Newtown 
High School in Elmhurst, 
Flushing High School, Gro-
ver Cleveland High School 
in Ridgewood, August Mar-
tin High School in Jamaica, 
Richmond Hill High School 
and John Adams High 
School in Ozone Park.

“Closing schools I don’t 
believe is the answer,” state 
Assemblywoman Barbara 
Clark (D-Queens Village) 
said. “I’ve made that very, 
very clear.”

Rieff said the city is not 
preparing its middle-school 
children for high school or 
high school students for col-
lege. Many students have 
said they were unprepared 
for the college workload 
compared to what they had 
to do in high school. 

“I am appalled that at 
the CUNY community col-
leges, 75 percent of the stu-
dents need remediation,” 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone) said.

Rieff and David So-
lano, another City Council 
member and Bayside High 
School PTA co-president, 
also called into question 
how progress reports 
are conducted. Rieff said 
schools get extra points 
if grades increase for cer-
tain students but not for 

others and that there is no 
standard time frame for 
English language learners 
to become proficient even 
though Queens has the larg-
est number in New York.

“The methodology 
used is not consistent and 
it’s not fair,” Rieff said.

Dermot Smyth, of the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers, said while the union 
was once in favor of it, may-
oral control of the school 
system has been a problem. 
He said the administration 
should be looking at the 
system itself rather than 
specific problems in the 
school buildings.

“Mayoral control has 
not worked,” Councilman 
Leroy Comrie (D-St. Al-
bans) said. “It’s locked out 
parents. It’s locked out com-
munities.”

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

mortgage lenders: Bank of 
America, JPMorgan Chase, 
Wells Fargo, Citigroup and 
Ally Financial. The agree-
ment ended nearly a year of 
negotiations.

In Queens, the south-
east portion of the borough 
was the hardest hit by 
foreclosures and subprime 
mortgages that offered in-
terest rates that ballooned 
in later years, which made 
the arrangements unaf-
fordable.

Southeast Queens led 
the state in the number of 
foreclosures at the height 
of the financial crisis and 
at one time some neigh-
borhoods in the area were 
among the worst in the 
country in terms of fore-
closed properties.

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-St. Albans) ap-
plauded the settlement and 
said he was proposing leg-
islation to increase funds 
for foreclosure victims.

“Home purchasing is 
the largest single invest-
ment that individuals make 
in their life time,” Smith 
said. “Banks committed 
crimes against homeown-
ers and restitution needs to 
be fair.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) said the 
settlement “offers substan-
tial relief to homeowners 
hurt by unethical mortgage 
providers.

“New York homeown-
ers will benefit significant-
ly, with a projected $790 
million being directed to 
New York state for victims 
of wrongful foreclosure 
and for mortgage modifica-
tions.”

But the congresswom-
an also said the amount 
of the settlement “is not 
nearly enough to help all of 
the homeowners who were 
negatively impacted during 
the financial crisis.”

The extra $136 million 
will be distributed to fund 
legal aid, homeowner as-
sistance and advocacy or-
ganizations to help people 
facing foreclosure or abuse 

by their lender.
In addition to that 

amount, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development estimates $13 
million will be paid to New 
York victims of wrongful 
foreclosure, $140 million 
will be earmarked for home 
owners to refinance their 
mortgages and $495 million 
will be used for loan modi-
fications.

The money gained in 
the settlement is scheduled 
to be doled out over three 
years and borrowers will 
not immediately know if 
they are eligible for pay-
ments, Schneiderman’s of-
fice said.

It will take between 
30 and 60 days to appoint 
an administrator for the 
settlement and banks will 
be conducting searches to 
identify eligible borrow-
ers, which Schneiderman 
said may take “several 
months.”

Reach reporter How-
ard Koplowitz by e-mail at 
hkoplowitz@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4573.

protest with a ROC member 
holding a sign reading, “I 
worked at W.T.C and I say 
no to war,” above the Henry 
David Thoreau quote, “How 

wonderful it would be to 
see the world through one 
another’s eyes.”

“They show people’s 
lives — not just how they 
work, but how they live,” 
said Jayaraman.

The exhibit “107 Sto-
ries: Through Restaurant 
Workers’ Eyes” is on dis-

play at the Queens Museum 
of Art, at Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, through 
March 4.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

when women began report-
ing other inappropriate 
behavior from agents like 
suggestive comments and 
being asked to go through 
the body scanners multiple 
times.

“These latest incidents 
offer further proof that 
passengers need an on-site 
point of contact who they 
can bring grievances to 

and who can advocate on 
their behalf when they feel 
they are being treated un-
fairly or inappropriately,” 
he said.

The legislation, called 
the Restoring Integrity 
and Good-Heartedness in 
Traveler Screening Act, 
requires the agency to es-
tablish an Officer of Pas-
senger Support to record 
complaints, have an on-
duty advocate at all times, 
put up signs informing pas-
sengers that they can rely 
on an advocate if they feel 

they have been mistreated, 
determine the best ways 
of resolving frequent com-
plaints, fix problems when 
they occur and give pas-
sengers the opportunity to 
pre-arrange the screening 
process if they have a dis-
ability or medical condi-
tion.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

City) depending on how the 
congressional lines are re-
drawn, is a constitutional 
scholar, visiting professor 
at Hofstra Law School and a 
partner at the law firm FSB 
FisherBroyles.

Nassau County Comp-
troller George Maragos, 
who got his political start 
as sergeant-at-arms of the 
Republican club, is also 
scheduled to speak.

Maragos is planning 

a challenge to U.S. Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) 
for her seat.

The dinner will also 
honor Stephen Flanagan, 
founder and director of the 
Conservative Society for 
Action, which the Republi-
can club said is the oldest 
grassroots Tea Party orga-
nization in the country.

Flanagan, who lives 
on Long Island, will be pre-
sented with the Patriot of 
the Year Award.

The mother of Staff 
Sgt. Luis M. Gonzalez, an 
Ozone Park resident who 
was killed in action in Af-
ghanistan, will be given the 

Ultimate Sacrifice Award 
on her son’s behalf.

The Businessman of 
the Year Award will be 
doled out to Stephen LoGiu-
dice Jr., owner of Gaby’s 
Pizzeria, at 204-23 Jamaica 
Ave. in Hollis.

Other honorees include 
Patty DeCiccio-Franke, 
president of the Oratorio 
Society of Queens, and An-
tun’s owner Joe King.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.
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Lincoln
CWNY launches support group

The Center for the Women of New York is accepting registration for a new 
session of its women’s support group.

Many women have difficulties due to certain typical life transitions. Some 
of these challenging life transitions are looking for or changing jobs, retirement, 
starting or ending important friendships or relationships, preparing for marriage 
or parenthood, coping with adolescents, job loss, illness or a death in the family.

This weekly support group for women can help you share your concerns and 
assist you in dealing with your situation with greater ease and empowerment.

The support group meets at Queensborough Hall, 120-55 Queens Blvd., Room 
325 in Kew Gardens every Thursday from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

To participate, no prior group experience is needed and there is no fee. For 
information and an interview appointment, call the CWNY at 718-793-0672 or e-
mail centerwny@yahoo.com.
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

With 28.9 seconds left 
in Christ the King’s dra-
matic, 88-82 basketball 
overtime victory Friday 
over Holy Cross, Omar Cal-
houn wrote his name into 
the Middle Village school’s 
record books.

Calhoun sank two free 
throws to pull even with 
current CK assistant Coach 
and former Arizona All-
American Khalid Reeves 
atop the famed power-
house’s all-time scoring list 
with 1,676 career points.

“It’s definitely special,” 
the UConn-bound senior 
said. “A lot of great players 
have come through Christ 
the King. My hard work is 
paying off a little bit.”

The plateau, though 
significant, was a side note 
to the wild Royals win, one 
in which they rallied from 
11 down with 1:55 left. Cal-
houn was typically bril-
liant, scoring a game-high 
31 points. CK’s full court 
pressure, however, was 
the story in the raucous 
comeback, speeding up the 
previously patient Knights 

and forcing turnovers.
“We really needed it in 

this game, which made it 
stand out more,” Calhoun 
said after the Royals’ sixth 
straight win.

Holy Cross was in 
complete command, com-
fortably ahead 72-61 after 
two Anthony Libroia free 
throws. Then everything 
that could go wrong did as 
Christ the King clinched 
the Brooklyn/Queens title, 
which was up for grabs.

In the final 1:55, the 
Knights committed three 
turnovers, missed three 
free throws and took ques-
tionable shots. Christ the 
King (17-6, 11-1 ‘AA’), mean-
while, could do no wrong. 
Reserve Isaiah Cosbert, on 
the floor only because Isa-
iah Lewis fouled out, start-
ed the run with a three-
pointer. After a Marquise 
Moore travel, Malik Har-
mon hit two free throws, 
which were followed by a 
five-second violation on 
Holy Cross and a Jon Severe 
trey. To compound matters, 
Eddie Roscigno missed two 
at the line and Fuchs scored 

Cardozo captures ‘A’ title
Bayside school beats Long Island City for third-straight crown

Christ the King’s Jon Severe had 25 points in his team’s win. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Before Jermaine Law-
rence became a national 
prospect, when Cardozo’s 
junior varsity was making 
it to the city championship 
game two years ago, Kyle 
Credle was thought of just 
as highly. As a freshman, 
he averaged over 20 points 
per game, before limited 
playing time and a serious 
Achilles injury set him 
back last year.

Of that dynamic duo, 
he remained at Cardozo 
while Lawrence recently 
transferred to Pope John 
XXIII in Sparta, N.J., and 
on Saturday the 5-foot-10 
guard showed some of the 
promise Credle displayed 
as an underclassman.

Credle scored seven 
of his 10 points in the final 
2:07 of regulation, lifting 
No. 2 Cardozo to its third 
straight Queens basketball 
crown 69-58 over dogged 
Long Island City, the fifth 
seed and the only ‘A’ team 
to reach a borough cham-
pionship game, at York Col-
lege in Jamaica.

“It means a lot because 
it’s the first step [of the 
postseason],” he said. “Es-
pecially for me. I’ve never 
not won a Queens champi-
onship. I didn’t want this to 
be the first.”

Early in the year, 
Credle and Naclerio butted 
heads over playing time. 
The junior wanted to start; 
Naclerio felt he was bet-
ter served coming off the 
bench. He’s adjusted and 
has become arguably the 
Judges’ top guard. At least 
he was this week, averag-
ing 13 points in the three 

borough playoff victories.
“My job is to make it 

hard for him to take me 
out,” Credle said. “I value 
all the minutes I get. I know 
if I play well, I’ll be in the 
game at the end.”

Naclerio has had no 
reason to take him out of 
late. Credle is running the 
team with aplomb and mak-
ing big shots.

“I believe he’s gonna 
be a scholarship player,” 
Naclerio said.

The Judges (19-6) had 
their way inside against 
the small Bulldogs. For-
ward Tajay Henry, who has 
elevated his play since Law-
rence left, had 21 points and 

10 rebounds and recently 
eligible swingman Rasheed 
Robinson came off the 
bench to post 13 points and 
eight rebounds.

Despite the size disad-
vantage and talent differ-
ential, LIC hung around. 
The two-time Queens A 
West champion seemed to 
be on the precipitous of get-
ting blown out of the gym 
on several occasions, but 
always had an answer. The 
Bulldogs trailed by 32-16 
in the second quarter and 
got within 34-26 by half-
time. They fell behind 47-33 
midway through the third 
quarter, only to draw with-
in four on several occasions 

late in the fourth quarter. 
Sadji Camara and Arthur 
Santanna each scored 17 
points for LIC.

“After being down by 
16, for us to come back and 
play even most of the way, 
shows our kids’ heart,” 
LIC Coach Harley Watstein 
said. “This gets us ready for 
the ‘A’ playoffs. It was fun.”

At that point, Credle 
took over. He hit two free 
throws, sank a contested 
jumper and then drilled a 
three-pointer, extending 
Cardozo’s lead to 65-56 with 
55.8 seconds remaining.

“That was the game,” 
Watstein said. “[He] doesn’t 

Cardozo celebrates the third-consecutive ‘A’ title. Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 46Continued on Page 46

Calhoun leads rally 
in late comeback
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44 Mary Louis junior Nwajei heads to Bergtraum
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Jasmine Nwajei be-
comes the second star 
guard in as many days to 
land at Murry Bergtraum.

The junior has left 
Mary Louis citing finan-
cial reasons and enrolled at 
the Lower Manhattan pub-
lic school Feb. 8, according 
to her Positive Direction 
travel Coach JoAnn Arbi-
tello, who is also the Mary 
Louis JV coach.

It comes a day after 
Truman super sophomore 
Joella Gibson enrolled at 
the home of the 13-time de-
fending PSAL girls’ basket-
ball champions. Both could 
be eligible to play from the 
start of next season.

Nwajei’s parents 
struggled financially after 
they opened a bagel shop 
in the fall, Arbitello said. 
The Lady Blazers already 
have a number of Positive 
Direction players on their 
roster, including Aries Ad-

ams, Kimberly Viafara and 
China Blissett. Mary Louis 
head man Joe Lewinger 
could not be reached late 
Feb. 8.

“[It] took more of a 
financial burden than ex-
pected,” Arbitello said of 
the store’s opening.

Nwajei, a sure-fire Di-
vision I player, was on her 
way to an all-city season 
before missing Mary Louis’ 
game against Molloy last 
Saturday. At the time, Lew-

inger said she was dealing 
with personal issues with 
her family. She was also ab-
sent as TMLA fell to Bishop 
Ford last week.

“She left last week 
from school and we were 
trying to see what would 
be best for her,” Arbitello 
said. “Those games were 
the least of her family’s 
concerns.”

Nwajei scored 25 points 
to help Mary Louis beat 
New Jersey power Teaneck 
at the Kennedy Challenge 
Jan. 29. Nwajei dropped in 
21 points against Murry 
Bergtraum at the Francis 
Lewis Winter Ball Dec. 29. 
Mary Louis is currently 
8-12 and sixth in CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens.

Bergtraum is looking 
at a possible No. 1 seed in 
the upcoming PSAL play-
offs and is 15-5 after win-
ning 11 straight league 
games.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The warm weather and 
year-round training proved 
to be too much for Lateisha 
Philson to pass up.

When the Benjamin 
Cardozo track star began 
the recruiting process, 
she said she would narrow 
things down to a school 
close to home and one far 
away. It came down to the 
University of Albany and 
Miami. Philson made it of-
ficial last Thursday, sign-
ing with the Hurricanes, 
she told the New York Post. 
Teammate Alexis Panisse 
signed with Tennessee.

“I knew the hot weath-
er would allow me to train 
better,” she said. “The con-
ference is more competi-
tion than UAlbany’s confer-
ence.”

Philson, one of the 
city’s top hurdlers and 
sprinters, had a home 
visit with Miami around 
Thanksgiving and visited 

the ACC school in early 
December. She enjoyed the 
team’s family atmosphere 
and believes head Coach 
Amy Deem can take her to 
the next level. The senior 
joked that for her visit she 
went from the cold of New 
York City to 75 degrees in 
Miami. The Florida school 
also has the academic pro-
grams Philson was looking 
for. She wants to go into fo-
rensics or get involved in 
health care as an obstetri-
cian.

“She has always kept 
it a secret [until last Thurs-
day],” Cardozo Coach Gail 
Emmanuel said. “Even her 

family said they were sur-
prised.”

The All-City first team 
selection by the Post is 
coming off a stellar junior 
season, despite battling 
through a hamstring in-
jury early on in the outdoor 
campaign. Philson ran the 
state’s best mark in the 
100 hurdles (14.17) and sec-
ond best in the 100 meter 
dash (11.92) outdoors. She 
is a member of the Judges’ 
national-level 4x400 relay 
team, which has won at the 
Millrose Games and com-
peted in the Championship 
of America at the Penn Re-
lays. Cardozo has won the 
PSAL indoor and outdoor 
city titles the last three sea-
sons.

“I’m ready for the com-
petition,” Philson said of 
the college level.

This year Philson has 
put a greater influence 
on sprinting. She ran the 
state’s fastest time this sea-
son in the 55 meter dash at 

7.01 at the Colgate Women’s 
Games Jan. 28. Philson re-
cently tested herself in the 
55 meter hurdles for the 
first time this season and 
finished in 8.04, just off her 
PR of 7.97. She is slated to 
compete in the 55 dash and 
the PSAL girls 4x400 relay 
during the Millrose Games 
at the Armory Saturday.

“She has been signifi-
cant in all our relays,” Em-
manuel said. “All around, 
she has made a good con-
tribution to the team, to the 
school.”

Philson said she is 
looking forward to getting 
down to Miami. She be-
lieves training in a warm 
climate will give her an 
advantage and that along 
with all the school has to 
offer was something she 
couldn’t pass up.

“You don’t have to wor-
ry about cramping up and 
getting hurt,” Philson said. 
“I think it’s going to be a 
good place for me.”

Jasmine Nwajei (r.) left Mary Louis and enrolled in Bergtraum. Photo by Denis Gostev

Cardozo track star chooses Miami over UAlbany

Lateisha Philson, of Cardozo, signed with Miami. 
Photo by Robert Cole

Murray 
Bergtraum is 

15-5 and looking 
at a possible No. 
1 seed in PSAL.

I’m ready for the 
compeition. 
Lateisha Philson

Benjamin Cardozo athlete
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Carolyn Gallagher had 
made all but one fourth-
quarter free throw this sea-
son and there was no rea-
son to think that was about 
to change.

The game appeared 
all but over when the Mol-
loy junior stepped to the 
line with a chance to seal 
a key win against Bishop 
Ford. Gallagher, however, 
unexpectedly missed the 
front end of a 1-and-1 and 
Ford’s Brittany “Pookie” 
Martin scored on a putback 
to tie the score and send the 
game into overtime.

“It was really frustrat-
ing,” Gallagher said. “I 
usually make all my foul 
shots, but I guess I was just 
a little nervous and I wasn’t 
concentrating.”

Gallagher would not 
let that happen again when 
she got a chance at redemp-
tion in the extra session.

This time she made 
both at the line to put the 
finishing touches on a 
24-point night and the Stan-
ners 65-61 overtime vic-
tory in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Division I girls’ 
basketball last Thursday 
night in Briarwood. Amani 
Tatum had 19 points, in-
cluding two free throws 
with 2:03 remaining in 
overtime, to put the Stan-
ners up for good. Nyasha 
Irizarry added 11 points.

“She has so much 
heart that I know that one 
free throw that she misses 
is not going to bother her 
and she is going to hit the 
next 10 in a row,” said Mol-
loy Coach Scott Lagas, of 
Gallagher.

Ford won the team’s 
first meeting 61-48 in 
Brooklyn back in late De-
cember. The Stanners (15-
6, 7-3), ranked No. 4 in the 
city by the New York Post, 
were motivated by com-
ments made by the second-
ranked Falcons (17-4, 7-3) 
in an nypost.com article 
after the game, saying they 
knew they could blow them 
out. Lagas reread the story 

and the comments prior to 
the second meeting, which 
went much differently. The 
Stanners now move into 
second place in the divi-
sion.

“I feel like last time 
they didn’t think it was a 
big game,” Irizarry said. 
“We knew that this was a 
big game and we came out 
and won.”

The sharpshooting ju-
nior was a big reason why. 
She gave Molloy the lead 
twice in the fourth quar-
ter with shot-clock beating 
three-pointers from the left 
side. The second put the 
Stanners up 55-53 with 1:08 
to play, but Kamille Ejerta 
and Gallagher each missed 
the front ends of 1-and-1s.

“I knew I had to take 
them,” Irizarry said. “[De-
fenders] weren’t on top of 

me as much as I thought 
they were going to be.”

Bishop Ford, trailing 
by two, appeared to catch 
a bad break when a clear 
shot clock violation was not 
called with 29.5 seconds re-
maining in overtime. The 
Falcons got the rebound, 
but ended up rushing and 
turning the ball back over 
at midcourt.

Coach Mike Toro was 
not going to use that as an 
excuse. Instead he ques-
tioned the effort level of his 
guards on a night where 
the 6-foot-3 Martin turned 
in one of her best perfor-
mances of the season. She 
had 13 points and 14 re-
bounds. Aaliyah Jones had 
16 points, including three 
three-pointers, and Brit-
tany Lewis added 12 points. 
The Falcons, who started 

15-1, have now gone 2-3 in 
their last five games.

“That kid has built a 
hunger and has become 
a basketball player, has 
become a big girl and has 
busted her behind the last 
few games.” Toro said of 
Martin. “I said it’s bad 
when your big girl has been 
on the floor diving for balls 
in the last four games more 
than your guards com-
bined. Something is wrong 
with that picture.”

Molloy, on the other 
hand, is healthy and back 
on the upswing — winners 
of four straight — since 
losing three in a row. It 
has clinched a berth in 
the CHSAA Class AA state 
tournament a year after 
winning the state Federa-
tion Class A crown.

Archbishop Molloy’s Carolyn Gallagher sealed the game with two free throws in overtime. 
Photo by Denis Gostev

Mary Louis’ Elisabeth Gully verbally committed to Queens College. 
Photo by Lauren Marsh

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Elisabeth Gully finally 
got a reward for her perse-
verance and hard work.

The 5-foot-10 Mary 
Louis post lost 40 pounds 
last year and continued to 
transform her game with 
her Positive Direction trav-
el team from a back-to-the-
basket player to one who 
could attack facing up.

Gully still had little 
college interest into De-
cember. She wanted to get 
away from home, but im-
mediately felt a connection 
to Queens College.

“I really didn’t think 
I was going to like it and 
then once I stepped on cam-
pus, I loved it,” Gully said. 
“I loved the dorms and ev-
erything and I really liked 
the coach and the team.”

She verbally com-
mitted to play women’s 
basketball for first-year 
Coach Bet Naumovksi at 
the ECC school and will 
receive a partial athletic 
scholarship. Gully picked 
the Knights over Hartwick 
and Washington College 
in Maryland. She joins 
former TMLA standout 
Megan White and Joanna 
Verouhis, who played at St. 
Francis Prep.

“It feels like every-
thing is paying off,” Gully 
said. “I worked so hard.”

The Rego Park native 
earned her way into the 

Mary Louis starting lineup 
midway through last sea-
son and is now a permanent 
member. Gully had to miss 
the majority of her sopho-
more campaign with a se-
vere ankle injury.

The focus this sum-
mer was pulling her away 
from the basket more and 
improving her footwork, 
speed and shooting. She 
dropped in 10 points and 
attacked the basket and the 
glass in a Senior Day loss 
to Molloy last week. Gully 
is the Hilltoppers’ biggest 
force in the paint and an ex-
cellent shot blocker.

“All of it kind of came 
together and she really was 
able to transform herself,” 
TMLA Coach Joe Lewinger 
said. “She is multifaceted. 
She can go inside and out.”

Gully said she felt 
comfortable right away 
with Naumovksi and as-
sistant Coach Sky Lindsey. 
She will join a program 
that is trying to turn itself 
around. Queens College 
will also put her on the path 
she wants for her physical 
therapy major.

“It was kind of over-
whelming,” Gully said. 
“Schools were just coming 
out of nowhere and I finally 
sifted them out.”

The scholarship was 
a well-deserved reward for 
the time and work she put 
into improving her game, 
her body and her skill set. 

Molloy stuns in overtime
Carolyn Gallagher leads Stanners over Brooklyn’s Bishop Ford

Mary Louis force 
picks home school
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inside, cutting the deficit to 
72-71 with 1:12 to go.

“It shocked us,” Li-
broia said of the CK pres-
sure. “It was the first time 
they pressed all game. 
Some guys didn’t know 
what to do.”

After Libroia split 
a pair at the line, Severe 
pulled the Royals even at 
73 with 47.1 left. Williams 
and Cosbert missed shots 

at each end to force over-
time. CK pulled away in the 
extra session, reeling off a 
9-2 to go up 86-79. Calhoun 
had five points in the spurt, 
including the record-tying 
free throws.

Severe followed Cal-
houn’s 31 points with 25 of 
his own and Fuchs had 15. 
Libroia led Cross (18-4, 9-2) 
with 27 points, Moore and 
Mairega Clarke each had 
14, Roscigno notched 11 and 
Will Davis posted 10.

It was a big night for 
Calhoun one day after he 
was disappointed at being 

left off the McDonald’s All-
American roster, which 
selects the top 24 seniors in 
the nation.

“That’s my motiva-
tion,” he said. “I felt I 
should be a McDonald’s All-
American. It’s gonna push 
me and motivate me and 
drive me every time I take 
the court.”

It was another frus-
trating loss to Christ the 
King for Holy Cross, which 
hasn’t beaten them since 
defeating the Royals in the 
CHSAA Class AA intersec-
tional final in 2008. The 

Knights have lost both con-
tests this year, by a com-
bined 12 points. Clearly, Fri-
day’s setback was the most 
frustrating as Holy Cross 
was doing everything right, 
from holding its own inside 
against the bigger Royals to 
shooting the lights out from 
the perimeter.

“I told the kids it’s very 
disappointing, but it’s not 
discouraging,” Holy Cross 
Coach Paul Gilvary said. 
“A lot of the mistakes we 
made can be corrected.”

Continued from Page 43

Calhoun
hit those shots, it goes down 
to the wire.”

The Judges’ celebra-
tion was somewhat sub-
dued. They were expected 
to win Queens when LIC 
(23-3) upset No. 1 Bayside. 

It was nevertheless a joy-
ous locker room afterward. 
From Lawrence’s abrupt 
departure to the 29-point 
loss at Bayside, there were 
doubts if Cardozo would 
have this moment.

“I’m really proud of 
the team. I’m glad these 
kids will have something 
to hang their hats on,” Na-
clerio said.

Continued from Page 43

Cardozo

Red Storm centerfielder among Big East best
St. John’s centerfielder Kristi Cady 

was named to the Big East softball Honor 
Roll after leading the Red Storm offen-
sively at the Red & Black Showcase in 
Athens, Ga., during the opening weekend 
of the 2012 season.

Cady hit .533 during the four-game 
tournament, going 8-for-15 with three 
doubles, two triples and five runs scored. 
The Hamilton, N.J., native had a 1.000 
slugging percentage over the weekend 
and registered seven putouts while start-
ing all four games in centerfield for the 
Red Storm.

She posted multiple-hit games in 
each of the season’s first three games, reg-

istering an RBI in all three contests. Cady 
now has five triples in her career, tying 
her for the St. John’s career record.

The four-year starter in center is rid-
ing a four-game hitting streak to open the 
2012 season, after compiling a team-best 
14-game streak during the 2011 season en 
route to a .333 batting average.

This is the third Honor Roll nod for 
Cady in her Red Storm career, also re-
ceiving the honor for the weeks of Feb. 21, 
2011, and March 15, 2010.

The Red Storm next take the field 
Saturday, Feb. 18, against UMBC at 11:30 
a.m. as part of the Longwood Lancer Lead 
Off Classic in Longwood, Va.

Now accepting on line registration for 
all Spring 2012 Baseball activities 

www.daconline.net

DEPHILLIPS 
ATHLETIC CLUB

Clubhouse telephone-347-252-1154
 Email-bbdacsports@aol.com

Instructional Tee-Ball (5-6 Years Old)
Machine Pitch Texas League (7-8 Years Old)

Minor League (9-10 years old) 
and (11-12 Years Old)

Junior Pony (13-15 Years Old)
*All ages are as of May 1, 2012

REGISTRATION 
CLOSES:

Friday April 6, 2012
DON’T MISS OUT!

For in-person registration 
visit our clubhouse

21-04 202nd Street, Bayside 
(basement entrance)

Please use on-street parking only
Thursdays February 16 - April 5  •  7-9 PM

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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CLASSCLASS

N E W S P A P E R S 

The TimesLedger Newspapers 

has launched a website about 

murders in SE Queens. 

The site includes audio slide-

shows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

For more information visit 

us online. 

HAVE YOU SEEN 

OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark

Have You Heard 
Shots in The Dark?
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$579

795 Northern Blvd., Great Neck, NY 

516-829-2834BIENER.COM
Come check out our beautiful new showroom and state-of-the-art service facility.

All leases subject to primary lenders tier one approval 
for returning audi lessee. Tax & mv fees additional. 
Lessee responsible for wear & tear and .25¢/Mi over 
10,000 mi/yr. Must take immediate delivery from 
dealer stock. Valid while supplies and programs last.

Htd Seats, Bluetooth, iPod,  
HomeLink, Dark Wood Dash,  
Stainless Steel Exhaust, Conv Pkg,  
All Wthr Pkg, Auto. MSRP $41,840

Heated Seats, Bluetooth, iPod,  
HomeLink, Satellite Radio,  
Automatic. MSRP $36,925

Follow us on
Celebrating  

80 years
Where Our Family Treats You Like Family

AUDI

Premium, Sport Pkg., Heated 
Seats, HomeLink, Automatic. 
MSRP $51,725

Due at signing 
$4,272

AUDI

New York’s #1 volume Audi dealer 
is closer than you think.

2009 Audi Q5 Premium Plus  Auto, Nav, 39k mi. #P7863   ................$32,999*
2009 Audi Q7 Auto, Moonroof, 30k mi. #P7913..................................$34,900*
2009 Audi Q5 3.2 Premium Plus Auto, Nav, 33k mi. #P7917  ............$35,500*
2009 Audi Q7 Premium Plus Auto, Nav, 45k mi. #P7924  ..................$36,488*
2011 Audi Q5 Auto, Heated Seats, Bluetooth, 3k mi. #P7801  ..........$36,999*
2009 Audi Q7 Premium Plus Auto, Nav, 31k mi. #P7915   .................$37,999*

Certified pre-owned Audi models

2012 Audi A6 3.0T 
Premium quattro

2012 Audi A4 2.0T
Premium quattro

2012 Audi A5 2.0T
Premium quattro

$399
Due at signing 

$4,420

Lease
42 Mo. 

$349
Due at signing 

$2,944

Lease
42 Mo. 

Lease
42 Mo. 

aalleerr  

0TT

Just minutes from the Queens border.

Anchor Audi of Lynbrook

Anchor Audi...Anchor Solid
843 Sunrise Highway, Lynbrook, NY 

1.8  88.869.7519 
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9A-8P, Fri. & Sat. 9A-6P, Sun. 12N-5P

Lease includes 10K miles/yr. 25 cents/mi over. Lessee responsible for maintenance and excess wear. Due at signing: tax, tags, $695 bank fee, first payment, $0 security deposit. Down payment - 
A4-$2,495. A6-$2,995. Total of payments - A4-$12,564. A6-$23,361. Includes New Audi owner incentive: $1,000 A4. A6-$1,500. To qualify, you or household member must own or lease a 2001 or newer Audi,
Acura, BMW, Cadillac, Infiniti, Jaguar, Land Rover, Lexus, Lincoln, Mercedes-Benz, Mini, Saab or Volvo. The vehicle does not need to be traded. Subject to primary lender approval. Tax and tags additional
on Pre-owned vehicles. Must present ad at time of purchase for offers, Complimentary Audi Care. Prior sales excluded.    Must take delivery from dealer stock by 2/29/12. See dealer for details.

Think Audi? Think AnchorAudiOfLynbrook.com

Anchor Audi Celebrates
Presidents’ Week with
The Executive
Privilege Sales
Event

Automatic, convenience pkg. including Bluetooth Adapter & iPod Interface, heated seats,
leather seating surfaces, 8 way power front seats, power sunroof, Audi premium sound 
system with SIRIUS satellite radio, polished exhaust tips, all-weather mats & more. 
MSRP-$37,315. Stk. #6486.

2012 Audi A4 2.0T 
quattro Premium

$349*
Lease for only

/mo. 36 mos.

Cold weather pkg., navigation, Audi Side Assist, walnut wood & more. MSRP $55,945. Stk. #6536.

2012 Audi A6 quattro
Premium Plus

$599*
Lease for only

/mo. 39 mos.

There’s never been a better time to 
lease or buy a new Audi from Anchor.     
• Exclusive Executive Privilege lease offers
• Up to $3,000 in loyalty incentives available
• Complimentary Audi Care Maintenance
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†72 mos @ 3.9% APR financing w/$2991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. 

Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 2/22/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

1797917979179
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7215-40K mi.
8 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

2007 
BMW X5 AWD
$28,981

*

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7755-82K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2004 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

$25,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, 3rd Row, Stk#U7842-18K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 DODGE

DURANGO 4X4
$22,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7205-20K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

$10,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7713-39K mi.

6 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CALIBER
$13,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7634-17K mi.
9 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2011 CHRYSLER

200
$16,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7091-36K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING

$17,981
Auto, A/C, Stk#U7584-41K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 JEEP

WRANGLER 4 DR. 4X4
$18,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U7378-28K mi.
7 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

CERTIFIED

2010 DODGE

CHALLENGER

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Alloys, Stk#U7827-47K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.


