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Victims of gun violence speak outTeacher data 
draws mixed 
reax in boro

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The newly publicized teacher 
data reports dominated education 
discussions in Queens this week, 
with some blasting Department 
of Education officials for the re-
ports’ flawed methods and oth-
ers calling for the elimination of 
quantitative-based evaluations 
all together.

Almost 
e v e r y o n e 
questioned 
the effect 
the publi-
cation of the evaluations would 
have on the borough’s teachers, 
schools and students, and at least 
one principal said he supported 
the idea of more transparency 
when it comes to teacher perfor-
mance in the classroom.

With the information now 
public, parents can see the rat-
ings of fourth- through eighth-
grade teachers at more than 200 
borough schools.

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI
 

At first, Deshawn Curtin 
didn’t think he had been shot.

When the now 18-year-old 
Queensborough Community Col-
lege student realized he could not 
walk after hearing loud noises 
while attending a backyard party 
last summer, he initially thought 
he had twisted his ankle.

“But then I saw a hole in my 
sneaker,” he said, while attend-
ing a workshop organized by the 
Eastern Queens Alliance to ad-
dress youth violence in southeast 
Queens.

A total of 11 people were 
shot during the farewell party in 
South Jamaica in August, includ-
ing a 15-year-old girl who was 
paralyzed, Curtin said.

The bullet fragment is still 
Continued on Page 15

Teens join activists 
to discuss increase
in SE Qns shootings

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY

Dancers from Kerri Edge’s The Edge School of the Arts take the stage during a Black History celebration organized 
by City Councilman Leroy Comrie at Black Spectrum Theatre. See more photos on Page 18. Photo by Nat Valentine
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BY TREVINA NICHOLSON

 City Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans) hosted his first an-
nual Senior High Tea along with the 
Healthfirst organization in a colorful 
event that brought back memories of 
the days when hats and elegant tea-
cups were part of a more leisurely 
lifestyle.

The seniors who participated 
were  asked to wear their favorite 
hats and to bring along their dearest 
tea cup. The afternoon tea was held at 
the Robert Ross Johnson Family Life 
Center located at 172-17 Linden Blvd. 
in St. Albans, and organizers estimat-
ed that between 125 and 150 attended.

Billing the tea  as “something 
different for people to come out and 
enjoy the afternoon,” Comrie said “se-
niors normally don’t get to wear their 
finer clothing and this is a great way 
for [them to] listen to music and enjoy 
themselves.”

The hats ranged from bejeweled 
to feathered.  Some hats were bright 
red, others were blue and at least one 
had an African motif.  Even the men 
got in on the act and wore fedoras as 
well as other styles.

Many in the large crowd seemed 
enthusiastic about trying the differ-
ent teas that were being served.

On each table, the tea cups were 
displayed to represent the selections 
made by the seniors who brought 
them. “It reminds me of when we were 
young and things that were really 
fine,” said 82-year old Ada Williams.

Tonya Whitmore, a Medicare 
psych-development community re-
lations coordinator at Healthfirst, 
explained that her organization has 
been partnering with elected officials 
to help seniors throughout Queens. 

“We try to help focus on healthy 
living,” Whitmore said, pointing out 
that Healthfirst wants senior to en-
gage in exercise.

She also said the high tea gave 
seniors a chance to socialize with 
friends as well as providing them with 
an activity in the middle of the day.

When the seniors first walked 
into the room, they were greeted by 
volunteers of the Young Adult Mak-
ing Moves group, who took the time 
to help out with signing in each par-
ticipant and serving the tea and food. 
The YAM program is sponsored by 
Comrie and supplies volunteers for  
his events when they are needed. 

Porcia Gadson, one of the volun-
teers, who attends John Adams High 
School,  said it was nice to see the se-
niors come out to Comrie’s events. She 

also said the goal of the program is to 
find issues within the Queens district 
and try to find solutions. 

 The rest of the afternoon was 
filled with live music by 2-4-1 Enter-
tainment.

“I’m impressed with the differ-
ent designs. They are beautiful,” said 
Willie Harris, 61 a resident of South 
Ozone Park, about the both the hats 
and the teacups.  

Harris complimented Comrie on 
holding the tea. 

“It’s nice and elegant, the music 
sounds good, and I’m here to socialize 
with people,” he said.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A Queens public school 

employee has been accused 
of sexually abusing his stu-
dents just a week after it 
was learned that a teacher 
in the borough had asked 
her students to send Christ-
mas cards to a prisoner in 
an upstate jail.

Brett Picou, a teacher’s 
aide at PS 52, at 178-37 146th 
Terrace  in Springfield Gar-
dens, was charged with 
inappropriately touching a 
number of female students 
over the course of several 
months, according to the 
Queens district attorney.

District Attorney 
Richard Brown said the 
criminal charges against 
Picou allege the 30-year-old 
paraprofessional hugged 
and touched a number of 9- 
and 10-year-old on multiple 
occasions between Nov. 1 
and Feb. 15 at the school 
on 146th Terrace, where he 
started working as a substi-
tute in 2008 and was hired 
full-time in January 2010.
The complaint also alleges 
Picou slapped the buttocks 
of one child and held the 
buttocks of other girls as 
they walked up the stairs.

Brown said school 
personnel overheard the 
students talking about the 
alleged touching and then 
notified the police.

“I am sad to report, 
once again, that a profes-
sional employed in our 
public schools has been ac-
cused of inappropriately 
touching his students,” 
said Brown. “The charges 
in cases of this nature are 

disturbing on a number of 
different levels. When par-
ents deliver their kids into 
the custody of teaching pro-
fessionals, they have a right 
to assume that they will not 
be abused. The alleged ac-
tions of this defendant can 
never be tolerated.”

Picou has been sus-
pended without pay since 
the allegations were made 
Feb. 15, according to a DOE 
spokeswoman.

The announcement 
came a week after it was re-
vealed that a Corona teach-
er had her students send 
Christmas cards with their 
personal information to 
an upstate prison inmate. 
The DOE’s special com-
missioner of investigation 
recommended the teacher 
be fired and barred from 
working again for the city 
Department of Education.

Over the past several 
weeks, a number of pub-
lic school employees have 

Living the life at high tea 
Smashing hats, fi ne china cups take top billing at St. Albans center

Spring Gardens aide 
groped students: DA

Brett Picou, a teacher’s aide at 
PS 52 in Springfield Gardens, 
who was charged with inappro-
priately touching students, ap-
pears in Queens County crimi-
nal court. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Queens Village resident Viola Roberts, 73, holds her teacup. Photo by Nykeema Williams

Continued on Page 15
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Port Authority tracks rise in passengers at Kennedy in 2011
Agency says record 47.7 million people used international airport undeterred by economy, big storms
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

New York City’s three 
area airports reported in-
creased — in some cases re-
cord — numbers of passen-
gers last year despite the 
economic downturn and 
periods of severe weather.

The AirTrain transit 
light rail systems, serving 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional and Newark Liberty 
airports, also recorded pas-
senger growth in 2011.

The Port Authority 
of New York & New Jersey 
said Kennedy and Newark 
airports had record num-
bers of international pas-
sengers.

“Our airports con-
tinue to be significant eco-
nomic engines for the re-
gion, responsible for more 
than half a million direct 
and indirect jobs and tens 
of billions of dollars in eco-

nomic activity,” said Port 
Authority Chairman David 
Semson. “We are commit-
ted to continuing multimil-
lion-dollar investments in 
our airports to ensure they 
continue to serve as pre-
mier gateways to the region 
from around the world.”

In 2011, JFK handled 
23.9 million passengers, 

around 810,000 more than 
the previous record set in 
2010. Newark also set an 
international passenger re-
cord with 11.5 million pas-
sengers — more passengers 
than 2010.

Overall passenger 
growth at JFK was 2.5 
percent (47.7 million), 1.6 
percent at Newark Liberty 

(33.3 million), 0.6 percent 
at LaGuardia Airport (24.1 
million) and 4.8 percent 
(413,000) at Stewart Airport 
in Westchester County.

More than 5.5 million 
paid riders used the JFK 
AirTrain last year, the sev-
enth consecutive ridership 
increase reported by the 
system, and a 5.4 percent 

increase over 2010.
The Newark Airport 

AirTrain, connecting the 
New Jersey Transit North-
east Corridor railroad to 
Newark Liberty Airport, 
reported annual paid rider-
ship of more than 2 million 
for the first time since the 
system opened in 2002.

Millions of additional 
riders used both rail sys-
tems at JFK and Newark 
free of charge to link up 
with terminals, car rental 
and parking lots.

The increased passen-
ger traffic came despite two 
of what the Port Authority 
called “significant snow-
falls” in January 2011 and 
one in February. The air-
ports also were forced to 
shut down due to Hurricane 
Irene from Aug. 27 to early 
Aug. 29 and a freak blizzard 
Aug. 29.

“As the number of 

international tourists to 
our region increases every 
year, it is our goal to make 
sure we have modern, ef-
ficient, customer-oriented 
facilities ready to welcome 
them,” said Port Author-
ity Executive Director Pat 
Foye. “We are looking at 
innovative, public-private 
partnerships to rebuild La-
Guardia’s Central Termi-
nal building into a state-of-
the-art facility and we plan 
a similar initiative with 
Terminal A at Newark. We 
also are working with Del-
ta Air Lines to rebuild and 
transform its aging JFK 
terminal.”

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

An AirTrain travels above the Van Wyck Expressway. Photo by Christina Santucci
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The state Health Department ordered Peninsula Hospital to close 
down much of its operations and transfer its patients after in-
spectors found numerous problems with its clinical lab.

State inspectors halt
Peninsula surgeries

BY JOE ANUTA

The state Department 
of Health ordered Penin-
sula Hospital to stop admit-
ting patients and cancel all 
upcoming surgeries after 
inspectors last week issued 
a report on alarming dis-
coveries found in a crucial 
laboratory at the Far Rock-
away facility.

The department’s in-
spection focused on the 
clinical lab, which is where 
blood tests and cultures are 
performed and is essential 
to many of the services the 
hospital performs.

A court order signed 
by state Health Department 
Commissioner Nirav Shah 
listed several observations 
that inspectors found in 
the lab.

For instance, three 
units of expired plasma 
were identified in the blood 
bank freezer, according to 
the report. Tissue used for 
transplants is also stored in 
a freezer in the blood bank, 
but the temperature inside 
had not been monitored for 
two years, according to the 
report.

In another instance, 
inspectors found the hospi-
tal was not monitoring air 
quality in a section of the 
lab, which is essential to en-
sure the staff is not exposed 
to infectious organisms, ac-
cording to the report.

On Jan. 1, 2010, an in-
dividual was found to be 
working alone in the blood 
bank after receiving just 
two days of training, the 
report said. The employee 
had to call her friend on a 
cell phone to get assistance 

on performing tests, which 
she did not perform cor-
rectly, according to the re-
port.

As a result of the ob-
servations, the state issued 
the order last Thursday 
afternoon. By Friday morn-
ing, the hospital had trans-
ferred a majority of patients 
to nearby medical facilities 
and their family members 
notified, according to Liz 
Sulik, a spokeswoman for 
the hospital.

Other portions of the 
173-bed hospital that do not 
rely on the clinical lab, in-
cluding the radiology unit 
and family health center, 
continued to operate, she 
said.

Once the hospital 
brings the lab up to snuff, 
Sulik said patients can re-
turn.

“As the hospital com-
plies with the DOH’s direc-
tive, it is expeditiously de-
veloping a plan to remedy 
the laboratory deficiencies 
and hopes to restore full 
services as soon as pos-
sible,” she said.

Peninsula Hospital, 
operated by the MediSys 
Health Network until last 
summer, was rumored to 
be closing last year after 
it racked up $13 million in 
debt, according to elected 
officials in the area.

It is currently involved 
in an ongoing Chapter 11 
bankruptcy case, accord-
ing to court documents.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

As Republicans from 
around the country strug-
gle to get behind a Republi-
can presidential candidate, 
so too do Queens elected 
officials and former office-
holders, according to a list 
of GOP delegates released 
last week by the city Board 
of Elections.

Of the four current 
or former elected officials 
who are delegates to the 
2012 Republican conven-
tion in Tampa, their pref-
erences are split between 
three GOP presidential 
candidates.

Not surprisingly, City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park), who was 
tapped by Mitt Romney to 
be his New York City cam-
paign chairman, is a Rom-
ney delegate.

But Ulrich is the only 
elected official from the 
borough who supports the 
former Massachusetts gov-
ernor.

Ulrich’s colleague, 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), is a del-
egate for U.S. Rep. Ron Paul 

(R-Texas).
Former state Sen. Ser-

phin Maltese is a delegate 
for former U.S. Sen. Rick 
Santorum, as is Maltese’s 

protege, ex-Councilman 
Anthony Como. Both men 
represented parts of west-
ern Queens.

Former Speaker of the 

U.S. House of Representa-
tives Newt Gingrich, who 
has been sliding in the polls 
after briefly going toe-to-toe 

Racino area demands more cops: Pol
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

With the 106th Precinct battling 
a surge in property crimes and the 
prospect of a convention center at Aq-
ueduct Racetrack, state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) wants the 
precinct to be assigned more officers.

Addabbo wrote to Police Com-
missioner Ray Kelly earlier this 
month, asking for more police protec-
tion in the area, which covers South 
Ozone Park, Ozone Park, Lindenwood 
and Howard Beach.

“I make this request with three 
issues in mind: the addition of over 
100,000 people a week visiting the Re-
sorts World racino at Aqueduct Race-
track, the proposed convention center 
at the same location and the recent 
rise in crime in the area,” the sena-
tor said. “The men and women of the 
106th Precinct are doing an outstand-

ing job with limited resources and 
I believe we are in dire need of addi-
tional officers at this time.”

During a 28-day period that 
ended Feb. 12, the 106th has seen an 
increase in four of the seven major 
crimes, including three types of prop-
erty crimes.

Grand larcenies in the precinct 
were up about 62 percent, with 34 
grand larcenies reported in the 106th 
during the period compared to 21 dur-
ing the same 28-day span last year, ac-
cording to police statistics.

Burglaries were up 64 percent, 
with 41 committed in the 28-day pe-
riod compared to 21 in the same 2011. 
Robberies have increased about 47 
percent, from 15 in 2011 to 22 in 2012. 
Felony assaults have risen by about 33 
percent, from 12 in 2011 to 16 in the 28-
day period this year.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (r.), greeted by 
Lady Gaga look-alike Renee Cole during the 
opening of Resorts World New York, wants 
additional police officers assigned to the 
106th Precinct, in part because of the large 
volume of visitors to the new racino.

Queens GOP split on prez
Delegates’ loyality divided among Paul, Santorum and Romney

Councilman Dan Halloran (top l.) supports Republican presidential candidates Ron Paul (below), 
former state Sen. Serphin Maltese (top c.) is a delegate for Rick Santorum and Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (top r.) has been selected as New York City campaign chairman for Mitt Romney. 

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens stakeholders had 

mixed reactions to the publica-
tion of the city Department of 
Education’s controversial teacher 
data reports and raised questions 
about the impact making such in-
formation public would have on 
the borough’s schools.

The DOE compiled the re-
ports over the last three academic 
school years, assigning a numer-
ic score to rate the effectiveness 
of nearly 18,000 fourth- through 
eighth-grade teachers across the 
city.

The reports were designed 
to measure how a teacher helped 
his or her students improve over 
the course of a year based on state 
English and math test scores, 
measured as a percentile score 
from zero to 99.

T h e y 
were in-
tended to 
be used 
internally, along with other mea-
sures, to help identify teachers’ 
strengths and weaknesses, but in 
2010 several media outlets sued 
to have the reports released un-
der the Freedom of Information 
law, and earlier this month the 
state’s courts ruled the DOE was 
required to make them available 
to the public.

Critics said the reports are 
flawed and paint an inaccurate 
picture of teacher performance.

But Principal Anthony Lom-
bardi, at PS 49 in Middle Village, 
said he used the reports, though 
relied mostly on his own observa-
tions when evaluating his teach-
ers. He said if the data sample 
were expanded and the margin of 
error greatly reduced, he believed 
they could be a useful tool.

“Overall, I’m in favor of 
transparency in schools. I’d be 
more comfortable if I knew the 
info was completely accurate, 
without such a disparity in terms 
of margin of error,” Lombardi 
said. “I think there is some poten-
tial in the use of data, but I think 
many things have to be worked 
out and we need a few more years 
under our belt.”

During a two-year-long legal 
process, critics of the reports, 
including the United Federation 
of Teachers, cited faults such as 
flawed tests, bureaucratic errors 

and a large margin of error — in 
some cases as much as 54 percen-
tile points.

James Eterno, a history 
teacher and UFT chapter leader 
at Jamaica High School, said he 
would be critical of any teacher 
evaluation method devised by 
education policymakers whom he 
said “know nothing about educa-
tion.”

“Arne Duncan [U.S. educa-
tion secretary] right on down to 
Andrew Cuomo, John King [state 
education commissioner], Mayor 
Bloomberg ... most of them have 
no experience in education,” he 
said. “Cuomo, you could fit what 
he knows about education onto 
the head of a pin.”

“It’s very difficult to have 
people come into a school and try 
to quantify it like it’s some kind of 
science. Teaching is an art, not a 
science,” he continued.

On Saturday, several news 

organizations published the re-
ports, and the day before city 
Schools Chancellor Dennis Wal-
cott expressed his concern the 
public would use them to judge 
individual teachers.

“Let me be clear on where I 
stand: The data is now two years 
old, and it would be irresponsible 
for anyone to use this informa-
tion to render judgments about 
individual teachers,” he said. 
“Teacher Data Reports were cre-
ated primarily as a tool to help 
teachers improve and not to be 
used in isolation.”

Walcott stressed the reports 
did not tell the full story about a 
teacher’s performance.

“They provide one important 
perspective on how well teachers 
were doing their most important 
job — helping students learn — 
using a method called ‘value-add-
ed’ that has been found to predict 
a teacher’s future success better 

than any other technique,” he 
said.

This method considers where 
a student is academically at the 
beginning of the year and takes 
into account factors outside the 
teacher’s control — such as pov-
erty level and English-language 
learner status — to set a standard 
by which to judge a teacher’s im-
pact.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone), a member of the 
state Education Committee, said 
she did not think the complex for-
mula used to measure a teacher 
could account for so many stu-
dent variables.

“I don’t think the offsets are 
enough,” she said. “I’ve had math 
through calculus and I saw the 
equation and it made no sense to 
me at all.”

Jeanette Segal, president 
of the District 26 Community 
Education Council in northeast 

Queens, said she found a number 
of scores to be incongruent with 
the effectiveness of teachers she 
knows personally.

“There are a couple of teach-
ers I have personal contact with 
who scored low and I’m dumb-
founded as to how that could 
happen,” she said. “I know of 
one teacher in particular who I 
think is amazing and the fact that 
her score was near the bottom 
is shocking to me. It raises a red 
flag.”

Segal said she was concerned 
what kind of reaction the reports’ 
publication would create among 
parents.

“My concern is the panic 
with principals will be facing next 
September. Parents are saying 
they’re already requesting their 
child’s teacher get changed,” she 
said. “Everyone is going to want 
that ‘A’ teacher — that 99 — but 
that can’t happen.”

Bayside mother Kathy Relly 
said she was opposed to rating 
teachers at all and was sickened 
by the media’s decision to publish 
them.

“I think it’s sad because 
these teachers are really hard 
workers,” she said.

Segal agreed that she did 
not think it was wise to publicize 
teacher evaluations.

“Teachers should be evalu-
ated. There’s not a job out there 
where you don’t get an evalua-
tion,” she said. “I don’t agree with 
[publishing them]. What are you 
really going to do with that infor-
mation?”

The 2009-10 school year was 
the last one for which the DOE 
compiled teacher data reports.

The DOE started using this 
data in 2008 as part of its consid-
eration in tenure decisions and 
will continue to use similar data  
provided by the state in the fu-
ture.

A department spokesman 
said that since the DOE and 
the UFT had not yet come to a 
final agreement on a teacher-
evaluation system, he could not 
comment on whether or not that 
information would be made pub-
lic either voluntarily or by FOIL 
request.

Queens skeptical about teacher evaluations
Some educators say classroom performance should be graded but oppose public release of ratings

According to teacher evaluation data the city was ordered to release, JHS 231 Magnetech 2000 in Springfield Gardens 
(clockwise from top), the World Journalism Preparatory School in Aburndale and PS 11 in Woodside all had instructors who 
were rated in the lowest percentile of all teachers in the city using data complied over three school years. They received a 
score of zero. Photo by Christina Santucci

SEE TEACHER RATINGS 
AT TIMESLEDGER.COM
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Those who start as 
U.S. Transportation Se-
curity Administration 
officials only need high 
school diplomas, but at 
LaGuardia Community 
College Friday, 50 agency 
employees from Queens’ 
two airports completed 
the first step toward fur-
thering their education 
and careers.

“This is a wonderful 
achievement,” LaGuar-
dia College President 
Dr. Gail Mellow told the 
class, “and like all good 
leaders I want you to 
keep going.”

In partnership with the TSA, the col-
lege, at 31-10 Thomson Ave. in Long Island 
City, has been one of many in all 50 states 
to offer the TSA Associates Program.

Patrese Roberts, the national manag-
er of the program, said its employees take 
four associate degree classes — one per 

semester — paid for by 
the agency. These classes 
not only help the officers 
in their current position, 
but the agency hopes it 
gives them encourage-
ment to get their associ-
ate degrees and onward.

“Education makes 
you a better candidate 
for a position,” Roberts 
said.

The ceremony Fri-
day recognized TSA 
employees who had com-
pleted the first three 
classes: Introduction to 
Homeland Security, In-
telligence Analysis and 
Transportation and Bor-
der Security. LaGuardia 

International Airport in East Elmhurst 
graduated 21 officers, who dressed in busi-
nesswear, while John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport in Jamaica graduated 29 
officers, who dressed in their uniforms. 
A canine, Belgian Tervuren Dzuka, also 

TSA agents took novel paths  
to end up at college ceremony

Gale Rossides (r.), TSA deputy ad-
ministrator, presents a certificate 
for completing three classes to 
Gregory Freudenberg, who works 
at John F. Kennedy International 
Airport with his dog Dzuka. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

Continued on Page 44

Buy local.

Support Your Local Dairy.
New York City’s One and Only.
Following in the footsteps of their dairy farmer 
grandparents, Max and Arthur Schwartz 
founded Elmhurst Dairy in 1919 to 
bottle and deliver milk throughout 
their neighborhood. Today, the family 
continues the legacy by supplying milk 
to over 8,300 independent grocers and 
1,400 public schools in New York City. 

Buying milk from Elmhurst Dairy 
supports hundreds of jobs for your
friends and neighbors and preserves the
familyowned farms upstate that supply 
us daily. Together, we’re reducing the environmental
impact of shipping milk from outside the 
region and reinvesting in the economic 
future of our city.

Elmhurst Dairy  the feelgood 
choice that’s also fresh!

7185263442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

IT TAKES A CITY TO HELP

grow your business

Make NYC your next customer
CALL 311, ASK FOR “COMPETE TO WIN”

LOG ONTO NYC.GOV AND
SEARCH FOR “COMPETE TO WIN”

NYC is committed to helping Minority & 
Women-owned Business Enterprises (M/WBEs) and 

small businesses. Thanks to a new City initiative — 
“Compete to Win”— the NYC Department of Small 

Business Services offers a set of new FREE services to 
help create more opportunities for you to compete, 

connect and grow your business with the City.

NYC Business Solutions is a set of services offered by the Department of 
Small Business Services to help businesses start, operate and expand in New York City.
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BY REBECCA HENELY

A Jackson Heights 
imam has started a cam-
paign to make April 26, the 
birthday of the Prophet Mo-
hammad, a national holi-
day.

Mohd Qayyoom, head 
of the Muhammadi Com-
munity Center, at 37-46 
72nd St. , said he believes 
having a national celebra-
tion for the prophet’s birth-
day would enable the grow-
ing Muslim population in 
America to have an annual 
celebration and would fos-
ter a spirit of cooperation 
with those of other faiths.

“We’ll give the mes-
sage of peace, we’ll give the 
message of interfaith har-
mony,” Qayyoom said.

Since the Islamic cal-
endar is lunar, Muslim 
holidays are never held at 
the same time in the Gre-
gorian calendar, which is 
solar-based. Ramadan, the 
Islamic holy month of fast-
ing, can be held in the sum-
mer one year but take place 
in the winter years later.

When the Prophet Mo-
hammad’s birthday should 
be celebrated in the Islamic 
calendar differs depend-
ing on the denomination. 
Sunni Muslims observe the 
holiday on the 12th of the 
Islamic month Rabi’ al-aw-
wal, while Shi’ites observe 
it on the 17th.

But the historical 
birthday of Mohammad is 
April 26, 570. Qayyoom said 
holding a national celebra-

tion on that day will allow 
American Muslims to cel-
ebrate at the same time ev-
ery year.

“We want one day, an 
annual holiday like Christ-
mas,” he said.

While Qayyoom plans 
to formally announce his 
campaign April 22 at the 
second planned Interfaith 
Harmony and World Peace 
event in Jackson Heights, 

he said he is already start-
ing it. He said he has con-
tacted Jackson Heights’ 
elected officials and plans 
to reach out to leaders of 
other faiths.

“Everywhere I’m talk-
ing, they’re welcoming it,” 
Qayyoom said.

One of Qayyoom’s 
primary focus has been 
fighting and speaking out 
against terrorism. He said 

if Muslims have a holiday 
when they can hold parades 
and games every year and 
their non-Muslim neigh-
bors can celebrate, it can 
bring an understanding be-
tween the peoples.

“Prophet Muhammad 
said, ‘I am not the prophet 
of only Muslims. I am the 
prophet of all human be-
ings,’” he said.

Qayyoom said he has 

planned for this campaign 
to be a long one, but he 
hopes it will give the Mus-
lim population in America 
a voice.

“I think it will work,” 
Qayyoom said. “It will take 
a little time.”

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Jackson Heights Imam Mohd Qayyoom is beginning a campaign to 
make April 26, the birthday of the Prophet Mohammad, a national 
holiday.

Mohammad’s birthday should be holiday: Imam

Marsh restoration to affect 
Marine Parkway Bridge lifts

Multiple daily bridge lifts at the Marine Parkway-
Gil Hodges Memorial Bridge will continue through 
March as a result of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 
marsh islands restoration project in Jamaica Bay.

The lifts, which will take place around the clock, 
require full, periodic closure of the bridge to traffic. It 
takes about 15 minutes to raise and lower the bridge.

Motorists are advised to use the Cross Bay Veter-
ans Memorial Bridge as an alternate route.

Federal code requires Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority Bridges and Tunnels to comply with 
bridge lift requests to allow large marine vessels to 
cross. The bridge has a clearance of 150 feet above wa-
ter in its raised position.

The Army Corps of Engineers is working on a res-
toration project in Jamaica Bay to restore approximate-
ly 40 acres of marsh islands by placing 375,000 cubic 
yards of clean, dredged sand from Ambrose Channel in 
Lower New York Bay.
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

POLICE 

Blotter
FOREST HILLS — Police were asking for the 

public’s assistance in locating a missing 76-year-
old woman from Forest Hills.

Mei L. Cheng-Chiu was last seen Sunday at 
about 8 a.m. at her home on Manse Street, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

She is described as being 5-foot-3 and 120 
pounds with brown eyes and gray hair.

Police said Cheng-Chiu was last seen wearing 
a gray coat and two different-colored shoes.

Anyone with information about Cheng-Chiu 
is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-8477 
or submit a tip by logging on to Crime Stoppers’ 
website at nypdcrimestoppers.com. Those with 
information can also text their tips to CRIMES 
(274637), then enter TIP577.

Cops ask public’s help in search for woman, 76

MEI L. CHENG-CHIU

Firefighters respond to a two-
alarm blaze on 126th Street 
near Rockaway Boulevard in 
South Ozone Park. Officials 
at the scene said there 
were no reported injuries. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

LAGUARDIA AIRPORT — A Florida 
man was charged with criminal posses-
sion of a weapon Feb. 21 after attempting 
to bring a semi-automatic handgun onto a 
flight leaving LaGuardia Airport, accord-
ing to documents from the Queens district 
attorney’s office.

Victor Jones, 27, told investigators he 
was visiting his mother in Brooklyn when 
they cuffed the Lauderhill, Fla., resident, 
whose luggage contained a .45-caliber pis-

tol in a lock box, the DA said.
At about 4:30 p.m., Jones presented a 

suitcase to the U.S. Transportation Secu-
rity Administration before proceeding to 
the gate of his flight.

The suitcase set off weapons alarms 
and TSA agents recovered the gun along 
with nine rounds stuffed in a sock, which 
Jones admitted was his, the DA said.

Jones could face up to 15 years in pris-
on if convicted, the DA said.

Floridian caught trying to bring gun on plane: DA

HOLLIS — A Jamaica woman was 
charged last week with attacking a woman 
with a tree branch and stealing her phone, 
according to a criminal complaint filed in 
Queens court.

In the early evening of Jan. 7, 39-year 
old Tanisha Williams, 160-11 89th Ave., al-
legedly attacked her victim near the inter-
section of a Hollis Avenue and 204th Street, 

according to the court documents.
When the victim dropped her phone, 

Williams allegedly picked it up and ran off, 
and then later admitted to her crime when 
she was arrested, the court papers show.

Williams was arraigned Feb. 22 on 
charges of third-degree assault, petit larce-
ny and criminal possession of stolen prop-
erty. Her next court date is March 20.

Woman charged in branch attack, theft: DA
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

More than 10 years after the ter-
rorist attack on the World Trade Cen-
ter, a Queens lawmaker and represen-
tatives from both the city’s Police and 
Fire departments praised the passage 
of a law they said would help first re-
sponders coordinate their efforts dur-
ing emergencies like 9/11.

The legislation, signed into law 
by the president last week, dedicates 
so-called spectrums — or airwaves 
— for a high-tech nationwide network 
for first responders and mandates 
that up to $7 billion in funding from 
the sale of other airwaves to pay for 
the creation of the network.

“There is underutilized band-
width right now that is not being used. 
It’s going to be sold,” U.S. Rep. Joseph 
Crowley (D-Jackson Heights) told a 
news conference outside a Woodside 
firehouse Monday morning.

Spectrum refers to airwaves that 
allow for the transmission of wire-
less signals. Officials estimated that 
the new network would begin to come 
online within two to three years. The 
airwaves that will be sold to wireless 
companies are owned by broadcast-
ers and the government has its own 

holdings, which will create the first 
responders network.

“This is not your great-grand-
mother’s radio,” Crowley said of the 
new planned network.

Officials said that on Sept. 11, 
2001, first responders faced difficul-
ties in coordinating their actions be-
cause each agency used its own com-
munication network.

“What we learned on 9/11 was 
that too many firefighters and police 
officers could not communicate with 
each other because their radios sim-
ply did not work with each another,” 
he said. “They went into buildings 
where they had less of a chance of es-
cape because of the inability to have 
inoperability between their respec-
tive radios.”

Deputy Police Chief Charles 
Dowd said the new network would 
revolutionize the way emergency re-
sponders communicate with one an-
other, particularly when responders 
are sent to other parts of the country 
following major disasters like Hurri-
cane Katrina.

“Once you step outside your own 
region, your communications capa-
bility up until now was effectively 
non-existent,” Dowd said. “This na-

tionwide system, once it gets built, 
will completely change that.”

FDNY Chief of Communications 
Robert Boyce said the planned net-
work would also assist firefighters 
in New York City. Fire officials could 
send building blueprints to the scene 
of fires.

“I think this is going to be one 
of the most significant events in U.S. 
public safety communication histo-
ry,” Boyce said.

Crowley explained that legisla-
tion was embedded in the Middle 
Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act 
of 2012, which contains language that 
sets aside the spectrum — the gov-
ernment’s D-Block — for the first re-
sponder network and authorizes the 
Federal Communications Commis-
sion to conduct auctions forunused 
broadcast and other spectrum. Crow-
ley estimated that in total the auc-
tions would raise $25 billion.

The technology for the new first 
responder network is similar to that 
of a cell phone provider network.

“The same way if you went to 
Chicago, you don’t think about wheth-
er your cell phone would work. You 
know it would work,” Dowd said.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (c.) speaks about legislation which sets aside airwaves for a nationwide first responder network. He is sur-
rounded by FDNY Chief of Communications Robert Boyce (l.) and Deputy Police Chief Charles Dowd. Photo by Christina Santucci

A truck leaves the U.S. Postal Service’s mail processing center in 
College Point, which the carrier wants to close as part of a nation-
wide consolidation effort. Photo by Christina Santucci

USPS ready to shut
Queens mail center

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A Queens lawmaker is 

furious that the U.S. Postal 
Service has decided to close 
its College Point process-
ing facility and move op-
erations to its Brooklyn 
location unless Congress 
comes up with an alternate 
solution by mid-May.

Last week’s decision 
came after the USPS con-
cluded a five-month study 
into consolidating process-
ing centers around the 
country, but the results did 
not please State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone).

Stavisky, along with 
other elected officials, had 
long requested the USPS to 
make its study public, and 
blasted the mail carrier af-
ter the announcement late 
last week.

“They have refused 
my and my community’s 
requests for more infor-
mation and more time to 
study the closure before 
executing it. This will be 
devastating to our neigh-
borhood, and many of my 
constituents’ livelihoods 
will be in peril,” Stavisky 
said in a statement. “This 
is like governmental ‘Jeop-
ardy!’ — the USPS has the 
answers before we’ve asked 
the questions.”

The USPS cannot take 
any actions before May 15 
as part of an agreement to 
let Congress try and has 
out a solution to the car-
rier’s budget woes.

The facility employed 
about 1,000 workers. As 
part of the workers’ union 
contract, they will be of-
fered jobs at other facilities 
within a 50-mile radius, ac-

cording to Steven Larkin, 
vice president of the Flush-
ing chapter of the Ameri-
can Postal Workers Union 
who had also called for 
more transparency on the 
part of USPS. 

But a spokeswoman for 
USPS said in a December 
interview with TimesLedg-
er Newspapers that the 
USPS might seek to have 
that portion of the contract 
reversed by Congress. 

Specific dates for the 
transfer of services have 
not been set, but the deci-
sion to consolidate the fa-
cility comes in response to 
declining revenues and in-
creasing debt.

About five months 
ago, the USPS began a na-
tionwide study of sorting 
facilities to decide how to 
cut costs and the College 
Point facility was eyed for 
the chopping block.

“The decision to con-
solidate mail-processing 
facilities recognizes the ur-
gent need to reduce the size 
of the national mail pro-
cessing network to elimi-
nate costly underutilized 
infrastructure,” said Chief 
Operating Officer Megan 
Brennan. “Consolidating 
operations is necessary if 
the Postal Service is to re-
main viable to provide mail 
service to the nation.”

Out of 264 facilities 
studied, the USPS deter-
mined 223 of them could 
be consolidated as part of a 
plan to help the ailing mail 
carrier save $20 billion by 
2015.

As of now, the USPS 
is losing billions annually 
after first-class mail — its 

Continued on Page 44

Airwaves vital in emergency 
New law sets aside radio spectrum for use by fi rst responders
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LATFOR increases Albany dysfunction

I
n article “New lines lam-
basted for state office 
seats,” in the Feb. 9-15 
edition of TimesLedger 

Newspapers, Elmer Back-
burne unfortunately chose 
to view the redistricting 
commission’s skin color 
rather than the content of 
its character as the reason 
for its brazen gerryman-
dering of the districts.

I would suggest that 

the color of their skin has 
much less to do with the fact 
that there are no legislative 
term limits, the districts 
are safe havens for re-elec-
tion and re-election is all 
but assured by an elector-
ate with a short memory.

This toxic combination 
creates an absolute lack of 
accountability on the part 
of legislators, which is why 
they could so brazenly ger-

rymander these districts. 
The state Legislative Task 
Force on Demographic Re-
search and Reapportion-
ment issued a legislative 
incumbent protection offer 
to their fellow legislators 
who publicly denounce 
the plan but will still line 
up behind state Assembly 
Speaker Shelly Silver (D-
Manhattan) and state Sen. 
Majority Leader Dean Ske-

los (R-Rockville Centre) to 
sign off on it.

The public will forget, 
legislators will be re-elect-
ed and the wheel of dys-
function will continue to go 
round and round.

Bob Friedrich
President

Glen Oaks Village Co-op

TEACHER RATINGS JUST 
A PART OF THE STORY

How do you measure the value of a teacher?
The city Department of Education has released the 

rankings of 18,000 teachers in elementary and middle 
schools. The rankings are based on how much they helped 
students improve on standardized tests.

The system is complicated and may be difficult for 
some parents to comprehend. The ratings are said to have 
a high margin of error and are two years out of date.

The DOE was forced to release the rankings after be-
ing taken to court by media outlets that filed suit under 
the Freedom of Information law.

The ranking factored in variables outside the teach-
er’s control, such as the number of students living in pov-
erty and those with limited English-speaking ability. Oth-
er variables included class size, race and gender.

The key factor was student improvement on standard-
ized tests. The intent was to measure the teacher’s contri-
bution to student performance.

Some education professionals say they are impressed. 
They say the ratings could serve as a model for the rest of 
the nation.

But data alone cannot measure the value of a teacher. 
No amount of detail can describe the impact a teacher will 
have on a student’s life. That is what being a great teacher 
is about and that is where the new evaluation system falls 
woefully short.

TEACHER’S AIDE 
ARRESTED

Parents at PS 52 in Springfield Gardens are under-
standably shocked to learn that a teacher’s aide has been 
arrested on charges of sexually abusing six students. The 
teacher’s aide was allegedly hugging and inappropriately 
touching 9- and 10-year-old girls.

School personnel overheard some of the girls talking 
about the alleged misconduct and alerted the police. There 
have been cases where teachers were falsely charged. Nev-
ertheless, a number of teachers have been arrested in re-
cent months and that is troubling.

“The charges in cases of this nature are disturbing 
on a number of different levels,” said District Attorney 
Richard Brown. “When parents deliver their kids into the 
custody of teaching professionals, they have a right to as-
sume they will not be abused. The alleged actions of this 
defendant can never be tolerated.”



  SE

11
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, M

AR. 1-7, 2012      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

READERS WRITE

Do not build convention center in southern Qns.
T

here is something 
amiss with New York 
state and city offi-
cials when it comes 

to convention centers 
(“Guv bets on conventions,” 
TimesLedger Newspapers, 
Jan. 12-18, and “Nix Aq-
ueduct convention center 
idea: Poll,” TimesLedger, 
Jan. 19-25).

The Javits Center, on 
the West Side of Manhattan, 
while structurally sound, 
is currently undergoing an 
extensive, taxpayer-fund-
ed $1.4 billion renovation 
purported to make it more 
competitive. Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s Willets 
Point development plan in 
Queens includes yet anoth-
er convention center, ignor-
ing not only the existence 
of the Javits Center but its 

huge renovation as well.
Were that not foolish 

enough, in comes Gov. An-
drew Cuomo’s plan for yet 
another convention center 
— this one a mega-center 
at the Aqueduct Race Track 
in South Ozone Park. Cuo-
mo does not ignore the ex-
istence of the Javits Center, 
but seeks, notwithstanding 
the huge taxpayer invest-
ment, that it be demolished 
after the renovations are 
completed and the area 
redeveloped, presumably 
by his fat cat real estate 
friends.

What makes the sce-
nario a waste of taxpayer 
dollars is public officials’ 
lack of convention space 
knowledge. If they did a 
serious study, they would 
have come across an article 

in The New York Times 
Jan. 18, 2005, entitled “Re-
port finds a glut in space for 
meetings.”

Reference is made 
to a Brookings Institu-
tion report that raised 
serious questions about 
a convention hall “space 
race” among cities. The 
report said, “You’ve got 
cities around the country 
building new or expanded 
convention space at a very 
rapid rate in a market that 
is already glutted and over 
supplied. In an environ-
ment where every major 
center around the coun-
try is sharply discounting 
rental rates or giving space 
away and throwing in in-
centives, the likelihood of 
any succeeding is remark-
ably dim.”

It was also pointed out 
there was a steady decline 
in attendance, no doubt due 
to the use of the Internet in 
buying and opening offices 
near large corporations 
buying offices.

The absurdity con-
tinues. Borough President 
Helen Marshall, one will 
recall,

• supported the de-
struction of hundreds of 
trees in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park to construct 
a grand prix racetrack 
around Meadow Lake

• supported the United 
States Tennis Association 
seeking to double the size 
of its presence in Flushing 
Meadows, thereby giving 
up irreplaceable public 
parkland

• had no objection to 

hundreds of cars being 
parked on park grass when 
the New York Mets and 
USTA play, something that 
would never be allowed in 
any other major park in 
this city

• thought it was a great 
idea to build a huge New 
York Jets football stadium 
in the middle of the park.

She did not care the 
owners of Willets Point 
properties were being taxed 
for sewers, notwithstanding 
there were no sewers. It did 
not matter to her the Wil-
lets Point proposal would 
destroy hundreds of small 
businesses and financially 
ruin thousands of employ-
ees and their dependents 
and make a mockery of 
the time-honored concept 
that eminent domain is to 

be used for a needed public 
purpose and not to benefit 
real estate moguls.

Were any of the above 
individually or totality 
sufficient to question Mar-
shall’s judgment in civic 
affairs, she has now joined 
the Alice in Wonderland 
convention center madness, 
claiming a Willets Point 
convention hall is needed, 
since it will “compliment” 
Aqueduct or Javits or both.

It should come as no 
surprise the Mad Hatter 
has now taken up residence 
in Queens Borough Hall.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Conservative meeting reprehensible

J
ust when you think 
you have seen them 
at their lowest, the 
white-wing conser-

vatives drop the bar even 
further.

Yes, the white wing is 
in fact a faction the right 
wing. As much as they at-
tempt to appear otherwise, 
their true values were 
shown at the 2012 Con-
servative Political Action 
Conference in Washington, 
D.C.

On the CPAC program 
was the panel “The Failure 
of Multiculturalism: How 
the Pursuit of Diversity Is 
Weakening the American 
Identity.”

It was hosted by Robert 

Vandervort, ex-leader of a 
white nationalist group and 
his fellow white nationalist 
Jared Taylor. Another pan-
elist, the head and founder 
of the white nationalist 
group VDARE, Peter Brim-
ilow, is author of “Jews Are 
Weakening America’s His-
toric White Majority” and 
“A White Nation for White 
People,” among other noble 
observations, and was laud-
ed by U.S. Rep. Steve King 
(R-Iowa).

It begs the question: 
With conservatives welcom-
ing such overt racism, how 
can anyone of conscience 
especially of color, includ-
ing the 14 black congress-
men running for office, not 

know they are looked down 
upon as inferior beings?

It can only be that the 
wily feel there is an advan-
tage being a big fish in the 
Republican Party’s exclu-
sive pond, as opposed to 
an equal fish in the Demo-
crat’s inclusive pond.

It is pitiful that after 
all the progress made in 
our country through time, 
there are those attempting 
to “take our country back.”

Yes, back to the most 
shameful periods of our 
history.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

People at community meetings care
An open letter to City 

Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing):

I 
was at the 109th Pre-
cinct Community Coun-
cil meeting Feb. 8 and I 
was appalled when you 

spoke from the podium and 
told members of the com-
munity to stop complaining 
about Flushing.

You told us to stop com-
plaining about the dirty 
streets and the foreign 
language signage, and you 
went so far as to say that 99 

percent of those signs are 
in English. The only reason 
I did not stand up and com-
plain was because you had 
just shamed the audience 
about complaining.

Well, I have had some 
time to think about it and 
all I can say is shame on 
you. For people to leave the 
comforts of their home on 
a cold, snowy night and at-
tend a meeting at the 109th 
Precinct, you better believe 
they care about Flushing.

In case you have not 

been informed, that is what 
these meetings are for: 
to exchange information, 
complain, compliment and 
communicate with the peo-
ple of the community.

You have no right to 
tell any of us not to com-
plain. As long as I live I will 
complain, compliment, help 
and care.

Janet McCreesh
Flushing

Fixing economy the No. 1 priority

A
s we continue 
through 2012 toward 
the presidential 
election in Novem-

ber, there is one thing that 
is definite: This country is 
still in big economic trou-
ble and things do not seem 
to be improving at all.

Between the incum-
bent Democrat and the 
Republican presidential 
candidates, the candidates 

are more like a three-ring 
circus and the lame, inept, 
overpaid, underworked 
Congress are a bunch of 
clowns.

We need to bring this 
country back to some cred-
ible semblance of economic 
normalcy. The American 
people shall speak through 
the voting booth this com-
ing November. The country 
needs change for the bet-

ter along with job creation 
for millions of unemployed 
Americans, lower taxes, 
improved health care and 
lower prices on everything 
from soup to gas to mort-
gages and credit card rates.

Heaven help us all!

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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n

Dishing 
with Dee

W
e only attended two 
events this week, 
but they were two 
good ones. The 

first one was a fund-raising 
party hosted by the Friends 
of Peter Koo for his re-elec-
tion campaign.

It was held in the Phoe-
nix Ball Room in the Flush-
ing Sheraton Hotel. Have 
they changed the name 
of the hotel? Invitations 
in the past were listed as 
the Sheraton La Guardia 
East Hotel. This invite said 
Flushing Sheraton Hotel. 
Which is correct?

Whatever the name is, 
it was a great party with 
more than 300 in atten-
dance. Considering the do-

nations started at $150 and 
went up to $2,750, it would 
seem it was a most success-
ful fund-raiser.

Apparently, City Coun-
cilman Peter Koo has 
strong supporters and it 
obviously doesn’t make any 
difference to them what 
party label he wears. They 
support Koo the man, not 
Koo the party label.

I never did get the 
straight skinny on the rea-
son for the split between 
Peter and the Queens Re-
publican Party. There were 
several variations on a 
theme floating about out 
there, but no definite con-
firmation straight from the 
horses’ mouth.

From what we under-
stand, the Queens GOP is 
looking to recruit Asian 
candidates for public office 
both in Toby Stavisky’s 
16th Senate District and 
Mark Weprin’s 40th state 
Assembly District.

Good luck, GOP guys! 

Although it seems rather 
late in the game to run a 
successful winning cam-
paign, especially if you do 
not as yet have candidates, 
keep us posted.

Has there been a final 
decision as to the accep-
tance of the new proposed 
redistricting lines? That 
would also seem that it is 
getting rather late in the 
game for those decisions 
due in no small part to the 
candidates not being really 
sure what their lines are. 
Please, somebody make a 
decision.

New York’s new Sen-
ate and Assembly district 
lines are still in limbo, but 
at least there’s movement 
on new congressional lines 
thanks to a panel of federal 
judges. The three-judge 
panel appointed Brooklyn 
Magistrate Judge Roanne 

Mann to propose her own 
lines by March 12, after a 
public hearing, in time for 
candidates to start petition-

ing in the new districts by 
March 20.

The state Legislature’s 
LATFOR redistricting 
task force and plaintiffs 
who sued the state have to 
submit their own proposed 
maps by Wednesday. To 
help Mann get up to speed, 
the court plans to hire Co-
lumbia University profes-
sor Nathaniel Persily as a 
redistricting expert.

The other event we at-
tended this week was the 
Saul Weprin Democratic 
Club’s breakfast at the Hol-
lis Hills Jewish Center. The 
place was packed with what 
seemed to be a large portion 
of the club’s membership.

Non-regular member 
guests who dropped in were 
U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman, 
Stavisky, city Comptroller 
John Liu and Brooklyn 
Councilwoman Letitia 

James — although some of 
the above may be honorary 
members of the club.

The real star of the 

breakfast was young Elly 

Weprin, who informed us 
she will be 4 March 30. The 
charm, personality and 
confidence that child ex-
uded brought a question to 
mind: Is this the next gen-
eration of the Weprin fami-
ly dynasty? At this stage in 
her life, she sure looks and 
sounds like a winner.

James says she would 
like to run for city public 
advocate in 2013. She, too, 
sounds like a winner. Dis-
trict Leader Martha Tay-

lor has retired from her 
city job and is seriously 
considering running for 
Jim Gennaro’s Assembly 
seat, as he will be term-lim-
ited out of office and that 
would then become an open 
seat with no incumbent to 
face. That fact makes cam-
paigns a lot easier to win, 
as you do not have to spend 
time or money disparaging 
the incumbent.

This is the last-minute 
call for anyone wishing to 

attend the Christine Cala-
fa-Guarino Memorial En-
dowed Scholarship Fund 
through Fordham Univer-
sity. The memorial fund 
will award scholarships 
to worthy yet needy young 
women who could not oth-
erwise afford a Fordham 
University Education.

In honor of Christine, 
they are holding the event 
at the Nassau Coliseum 
March 4. The cost is $100 
a ticket, which includes 
lunch, giveaways and seat-
ing for a hockey game.

The game will be the 
Islanders vs. the Devils at 1 
p.m. If you have any inter-
est, call Vic at 917-514-5216, 
but hurry — time is getting 
short. Two Queens honor-
ees will be ex-Sen. Frank 

Padavan and Dan Leone, 
QPTV executive director.

Koo fund-raiser draws large crowd at Flushing hotel

Conservative convention ends differently for Romney in 2012

T
here was quite a dif-
ference in the out-
come of the conclu-
sion of last month’s 

Conservative Political Ac-
tion Conference in Wash-
ington, D.C. — the same 
conference held four years 
ago.

There was a straw poll 
taken before this year’s 
conference adjourned Feb. 
11. The delegates were 
asked to indicate their pref-
erence for Republican Par-
ty presidential nominee. 

Mitt Romney got 38 percent 
of the vote, with Rick San-
torum getting 31 percent, 
Newt Gingrich 15 percent 
and Ron Paul 12 percent.

Most of the time the 
conference was conducted 
with order and proper par-
liamentary procedure, ex-
cept for a few infiltrators 
from the Occupy movement 
who tried to disrupt the pro-
ceedings and were ejected 
from the conference.

That was not the case 
four years ago, when Rom-
ney announced his with-
drawal from the race and 
U.S. Sen. John McCain 
(R-Ariz.), who became the 
eventual presidential nomi-
nee of the Republican Party, 
was booed by a significant 
number of delegates from 
the floor while attempting 

to give a speech to the con-
ference.

Four years ago, the 
situation was not as it is 
now, with the most impor-
tant factor at the confer-
ence being to unite behind 
whoever emerges as the 
nominee and work to defeat 
President Barak Obama.

Gingrich, during the 
campaign, has been refer-
ring to Romney as “the 
moderate from Massachu-
setts.” 

Santorum, a former 
U.S. senator from Pennsyl-
vania, has challenged Rom-
ney’s status as frontrunner 
by winning three states 
Feb. 7.  The two were in a 
dead heat going into this 
week’s primary in Michi-
gan, Romney’s home state.

The delegates to CPAC 

are returning to their 
states to continue the elec-
tion campaign. To many 
of these delegates, the 2012 
elections may prove to be 
the most important elec-
tions of their lifetime.

In other news, in the 
11th state Senate District, 
formerly held by Sen. Frank 
Padavan, it seems the Re-
publican Senate Committee 
is redrawing district lines 
there and has come up with 
a plan to combine parts of 
the 11th District with parts 
of the 16th District, thereby 
putting two Democratic in-
cumbents, Sens. Tony Avel-
la (D-Bayside) and Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone), 
in the same district.

This could lead to a 
Democratic primary be-
tween Avella and Stavisky. 

It was not too many 
years ago that Avella was 
Stavisky’s chief of staff. It 
would be a unique situation 
to have them face off in a 
primary election.

All redrawn district 
lines, however, will be fac-
ing the scrutiny of the gov-
ernor and possible court 
challenges.

In the City Council, 
Peter Koo, who was elected 
as a Republican with the 
endorsement of both the 
Conservative and Indepen-
dence parties in 2009, has 
now changed his party reg-
istration from Republican 
to Democrat. That cuts the 
number of Republicans on 
the Council from five to 
four.

It was believed Koo 

would change political par-
ties after he endorsed An-
drew Cuomo for governor 
in 2010 and then last year, 
in the special election for 
Congress in the 9th Con-
gressional District, en-
dorsed state Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Little 
Neck) over Republican Rob-
ert Turner.

Turner won the race 
despite Koo’s endorse-
ment of his opponent. That 
means the Republican Par-
ty will be running a can-
didate against Koo in 2013. 
An interesting question is 
will Koo face a Democratic 
opponent in the primary.

In all, 2012 will leave 
a strong imprint on the 
American political land-
scape that will last for a 
long time.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action
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ducation is on the 
minds of many people 
these days and was 
the focus of a recent 

educational forum in east-
ern Queens by city Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Wolcott. 
These United Federation of 
Teachers-packed meetings 
generally deteriorate into 
shouting matches, where 
any attempt at meaningful 
dialogue is impossible.

There is no question 
that those involved in the 
education of our children 
must take a critical look 
at the system. Unless we 
can all agree that teach-

ers, principals, parents, 
the chancellor and Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg have 
the kids’ best interests in 
mind, progress toward 
finding real solutions will 
not be possible.

The UFT has a legiti-
mate role to ensure that any 
system put in place reward-
ing teacher performance 
and creating accountabili-
ty does not unfairly punish 
or tarnish teachers when 
parents have been neglect-
ful and missing in action in 
their child’s education.

Still, the UFT’s first 
priority is to its members 
and their contracts, ben-
efits and job security. After 
all, that is the primary role 
of a labor union. To suggest 
otherwise is disingenuous.

The debate must be 
about achieving results 
for our children. Unfortu-
nately, these educational 

forums usually devolve 
into a hollering match dur-
ing which one side blames 
the other for not caring 
enough about the kids. 
Calls by publicity-seeking 
politicians to return to the 
“good old days” of local 
school control is cause for 
alarm to most who remem-
ber and are honest about 
those days.

Local school board 
control bred corruption, 
consistently below-grade-
level reading and compre-
hension, years of underper-
forming schools, test scores 
that trended only down, ab-
sence of objective measures 
of achievement and social 
promotion that failed every 
child along the way were 
hallmarks of the failed 
school system that got us to 
mayoral control in the first 
place. Only revisionist his-
tory sees it differently.

Today we often hear 
the repeated mantra that 
we spend too much time 
“teaching to the test,” a 
phrase coined by the UFT 
and now part of the lexicon 
of every UFT-supported 
politician. Pandering by 
legislators who should 
know better has derailed 
many opportunities for real 
reform. Sure, standardized 
testing must be proportion-
al, but such testing does 
provide objective measures 
of student and teacher per-
formance and enables ap-
ples-to-apples comparisons 
across borders nationwide.

Incentivizing achieve-
ment by rewarding perfor-
mance-based compensation 
to outstanding teachers 
and holding under-per-
formers accountable is met 
with resistance every step 
of the way. Closing down 
poorly performing schools 

is subject to UFT legal chal-
lenges. Protecting teacher 
job security should never 
trump classroom account-
ability.

As president of Glen 
Oaks Village, a community 
of 3,000 families with many 
school-age children, I find 
this objection to closing 
underperforming schools 
hard to understand. Parents 
of high school-ready kids 
in my community shudder 
with fear and anxiety at the 
thought of sending their 
kids to Martin Van Buren 
High School. While other 
nearby high schools burst 
at the seams, Van Buren’s 
enrollment numbers tell a 
different story.

A process muddled in 
inertia has failed an entire 
generation of children. It is 
not enough that New York 
state spends an average of 
$18,126 per student while 

the national average was 
$10,499, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s latest 
statistics.

And perhaps a greater 
cause of education failure 
is a one-size-fits-all model 
of corraling students of 
various achievement levels 
into the same classroom 
compromising a true learn-
ing environment. Social 
engineering and political 
correctness suggests that 
doing this will somehow 
free the under-performers 
or learning disabled from 
the shackles of low stan-
dards.

To do otherwise reso-
nates with some as insensi-
tive or racially motivated, 
which sadly confirms that 
we are more interested in 
perceptions than serious 
education.

Underperforming Queens schools should be shuttered
Bob 

Friedrich
n

On Point

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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14 Racino employees busted 
in casino card heist

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Two employees of 
the Aqueduct racino were 
charged last week with 
stealing casino player 
cards with $100 worth of 
credit and selling them to 
casino patrons, Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said.

“Employee theft is a 
major concern for the gam-
bling industry and my of-
fice,” Brown said in a state-
ment. “In this case, the 
defendants took a gamble 
and lost — big time. They 
now face felony criminal 
records and the real possi-
bility of incarceration.”

Resorts World Casino 
New York City employees 
Moises Jones, 29, of 6645 
Broadway in the Bronx, 
and Rolanda Roberts, 33, of 
1280 Greene Ave. in Brook-
lyn, were arraigned last 
week before Queens Crimi-
nal Court Judge Lenora 
Gerald on charges of grand 
larceny, forgery, criminal 
possession of a forged in-
strument, falsifying busi-
ness records and criminal 
possession of stolen prop-
erty, Brown said.

Jones was ordered held 
on $5,000 bail and Roberts 
was released on her own re-
cognizance, Brown said.

Both of them face up 
to seven years in prison if 
convicted of the charges 
and were next scheduled to 
appear in court March 9.

The employees alleg-
edly made up 71 fraudulent 
comp cards using Jones’ 
specifically designated em-
ployee access code, Brown 
said.

Each card had a ficti-
tious name on it and repre-
sented $100 in casino credit, 
the DA said.

Also arraigned in the 
case were casino players 
Sonny Vlado, 40, of 3524 
Ave. S in Brooklyn, and 
Richard Ulado, 45, of 5710 
Flatlands Ave., both in 
Brooklyn, Brown said.

The men were charged 
in a criminal complaint 
with criminal possession of 
a forged instrument, petit 
larceny and criminal pos-
session of stolen property, 
the DA said.

Vlado and Ulado also 
face up to seven years in 
prison if convicted and 
their next court date was 

scheduled for March 12.
Jones allegedly told au-

thorities he had been mak-
ing the fraudulent cards for 
about a month and that he 
made about 50 to 200 ficti-
tious accounts and about 
$2,000 in profit and that 
Roberts was the one who 
handed the cards to casino 
clients, the DA said.

Authorities recovered 
24 forged cards from Rob-
erts when she was arrested, 
Brown said.

Roberts told authori-
ties Jones would create 
the fake accounts and she 
received about 100 to 125 
cards from Jones, which 
she would pass off to a se-
lect group of people “for 
which she would receive 
something at the end of the 
night,” the DA said.

Vlado and Ulado were 
allegedly seen using sev-
en different fake Resorts 
World cards between 11 
p.m. Feb. 18 and 4:30 a.m. 
Feb. 19, Brown said.

The DA said the cards 
the men used did not have 
their names on them and 
they were not authorized to 
use the cards.

A technician puts the finishing touches last year on a video gambling machine at Resorts World New 
York, where two employees weer charged with stealing cards and selling them to patrons.

WWW.STMARYSKIDS.ORG 
888-KIDS NYS

             �...everyone was so 
wonderful there, it was 
where my daughter was 
meant to be to get better.�

�...a rising tower 
of the future for  
special kids like my  
daughter, a patient 
already benefiting 
from their expertise 
and dedication.�

�...St. Mary kids are full 
of  joy and always happy.�

� I worked in the 
Home Care dept. 

It taught me 
things that allow 

me to help my 
patients better 

to this day. Love 
you St. Marys!�

�...my son Danny 
did so well, and this  
wellness stays with 
him, and all of us.�

�an amazing 
place to learn 

about love.�

A FEW WORDS  
FROM OUR FRIENDS:
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MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

UNIVERSAL 

C.N.A. Stateboard Testing Onsite

Employment Opportunities In Nursing
Homes Hospitals & Medical Offices

COME JOIN US TODAY FOR 
CAREER TRAINING IN:

Nurse Assistant/Aide (CNA)
Patient Care Technician

   (Ekg+Phlebotomy)
Medical Laboratory Technician
Medical Assistant
Physical Therapy Aide

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPT. ESTABLISHED SINCE 1993 

DAY, EVENING & WEEKEND CLASSES, EZ PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE

718-739-6768
718-739-3258
718-739-9145

BY JOE ANUTA

A kosher hot dog ven-
dor has vowed to appeal a 
judge’s conclusion that the 
New York Mets can bar it 
from hawking glatt wieners 
on the Sabbath.

Kosher Sports had 
filed suit against the Mets 
in 2010 after the Amazin’s 
forbade them to operate Fri-
day nights and Saturdays.

The Mets declined to 
comment for this article, 
citing the fact that litiga-
tion is ongoing.

But Rabbi Gerald Skol-
nik, from the Forest Hills 
Jewish Center, shed some 
light on the problem, call-
ing it Kosher 101.

The Sabbath runs 
from Friday night to Satur-
day night and, according to 
Jewish law, cooking is for-
bidden, he said.

“If you have a kosher 

eating establishment, Jews 
are not allowed to work on 
the Sabbath,” he said. “I 
think the point is that they 
would want their kosher 
hot dog vendor to not be 
open on the Sabbath as to 
appeal to the largest swatch 
of Jews.”

But Kosher Sports 
took issue and filed suit 
against the Mets, claiming 
that Queens Ballpark Co., 
which operates Citi Field, 
violated the terms of their 
contract.

But on Feb. 21, Judge 
Jack Weinstein  tossed out 
the suit in Brooklyn Fed-
eral Court, ruling that the 
ball team upheld its end of 
a 10-year contract with the 
vendor.

“The contract ... does 
not, as [Kosher Sports] ar-
gues, provide the right to 
sell its products at each and 
every Mets game,” Wein-

stein said in his ruling.
Kosher Sports thought 

otherwise, arguing that the 
Mets breached the contract 
by specifically excluding 
them on the two days in 
question, as well as deny-
ing them the number of 
vending spots laid out in 
the contract.

But not only did Ko-
sher Sports have its suit 
tossed out,  Weinstein ruled 
that Kosher Sports had, in 
fact, breached the contract 
by not paying for advertis-
ing rights in protest of the 
snack embargo.

Edward Normand, a 
lawyer for Kosher Sports, 
said the vender would ap-
peal the ruling.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Kosher hot dog vendor planning 
for extra innings in Mets lawsuitinside Deshawn’s ankle, 

his grandmother Cynthia 
Curtin, said.

On Saturday morning, 
the soft-spoken teen, his 
grandmother and nearly 
100 other young people and 
activists gathered in York 
College’s faculty cafeteria 
to discuss the topic “Quell-
ing Growing Teen Violence 
in Southeast Queens,” as 
part of the alliance’s latest 
Community Café install-
ment.

“I’m here because 
of the youth violence I’ve 
seen recently. There are too 
many guns on the street, 
too many kids trying to be 
gangsters,” Deshawn Cur-
tin said.

Cynthia Curtin, a 30-
year activist in southeast 
Queens, is an EQA board 
member.

“[Deshawn] is not a 
street kid, trust me. He 
grew up on tough love,” 
she said. “It could happen 
to anyone, anywhere, any-
time. I recognize that no 
one is safe anymore as long 
as they have all of these 
guns out there in the hands 
of 15-year-old criminals.”

Police said Tuesday 
there had not been any ar-
rests in Deshawn’s shoot-
ing.

As part of the EQA 
event, participants were 
grouped together at tables 
and given the opportunity 
to discuss problems and 
possible solutions.

Brett Scudder, an ac-
tivist from Far Rockaway, 
was paired with 10-year-
old Harold Dauphin, of 

Rosedale, and they dis-
cussed the effects of bully-
ing.

One issue raised by 
attendees was that activi-
ties held to steer young 
people away from violence 
are more often attended by 
those less likely to be in-
volved in questionable ac-
tivity to begin with.

“The ones who need to 
be here are not here. How do 
we get them here?” Cynthia 
Curtin asked the crowd.

Several young people 
suggested social media as a 
way to reach more teens.

State Sen. Shirley 
Huntley (D-Jamaica) 
praised the event’s organiz-
ers for addressing violence 
involving youth.

“I think these young 
people will go back and tell 
other young people,” Hunt-

ley said.
Huntley pointed to a 

shift in parenting practices 
in recent years as partly to 
blame for a rise in violent 
behavior.

“We need to go back to 
some of the old traditions, 
like homework,” Huntley 
said. “Today, a lot of young 
people are on their own 
with homework.”

Deshawn Curtin cred-
ited his grandmother with 
keeping him on track but 
added that sometimes even 
good parenting cannot pro-
tect young people from vio-
lence.

When describing the 
shooting to the audience, 
he said, “I was not doing 
anything wrong. I was just 
there, and that doesn’t have 
anything to do with the 
parents at all.”

made headlines for their 
inappropriate behavior to-
ward students.

City Councilman 
James Sanders (D-Oak-
land Gardens) said he was 
shocked over the most re-
cent allegations.

“I believe in innocent 
until proven guilty, but if 
this man is guilty of this 
crime, it is one of the most 

heinous atrocities that has 
ever occurred in a school 
in my district,” he said in 
a written statement. “We 
seem to be living in some 
kind of sick Dark Age when 
predators are on the loose, 
preying on the most vul-
nerable segment of society: 
children. School should 
be the single safest place a 
child can be outside of their 
home. I urge a full and thor-
ough investigation into 

this situation, and that any 
wrongdoing be pursued 
and prosecuted to the full-
est extent of the law.” 

Brown said Picou was 
awaiting arraignment last 
Thursday in Queens Crim-
inal Court on six separate 
criminal complaints charg-
ing him with seven counts 
of first-degree sexual 
abuse, seven counts of forc-
ible touching, one count of 
second-degree course of 
sexual conduct against a 
child and six counts of en-
dangering the welfare of a 
child.

Continued from Page 1

Violence

Cynthia Curtain stands with her grandson Deshawn Curtain, 18, 
at the Eastern Queens Alliance’s event, “Quelling Growing Teen 
Violence in Southeast Queens.” Deshawn spoke about how he was 
shot during a party last summer. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued from Page 2

Teacher’s aide
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16 Liu campaign staffer arrested on fund-raising rap
BY JOE ANUTA

A campaign staffer 
for city Comptroller John 
Liu was arrested Tuesday 
afternoon, making her the 
second person associated 
with Liu’s mayoral cam-
paign to be charged by fed-
eral officials in connection 
with questionable dona-
tions, according to court 
documents. 

Jia “Jenny” Hou, 25, 
was charged with wire 
fraud and obstruction of 
justice for her alleged role 
in 40 fraudulent donations, 
U.S. Attorney Preet Bha-
rara said.

“New York’s campaign 
finance laws are not option-
al,” he said in a statement. 
“Today, we allege that Jia 
Hou, a campaign treasurer, 
was a central figure in a co-
ordinated scheme to break 
the city’s campaign finance 
laws.”

A complaint filed by 
Bharara in Manhattan fed-

eral court alleged that Hou 
concealed the use of straw 
donors.

If a straw donor wants 
to donate more than the 
legal amount to a city 
campaign, he or she can 
reimburse others to make 
donations so no one person 
appears to have exceeded 
the limit.

Bharara alleges that 
Hou not only facilitated the 
use of straw donors on sev-
eral occasions, but reim-
bursed one donor as well, 
the complaint said.

Hou also instructed 
volunteers to forge signa-
tures on donation cards and 
to accept them in a manner 
to conceal that they were 
filled out by straw donors, 
the complaint said.

Hou’s arrest came two 
weeks after Xing Wu “Oli-
ver” Pan was indicted on 
charges of trying to use 
straw donors to contribute 
$16,000 to Liu’s campaign 
on behalf of an FBI agent 

posing as a wealthy do-
nor, according to court re-
cords..

But Hou is also charged 
with obstructing justice.

When Liu’s campaign 
delayed disclosing the 
names of “bundlers,” who 
collect many small dona-
tions and package them to-

gether, Hou omitted several 
names, the complaint said, 
and when subpoenaed for 
records, she failed to pro-
duce them.

Liu’s campaign re-
ceives tax dollars as part of 
a matching funds program, 
designed to deter corrupt 
practices, such as straw do-
nors.

Hou was paid a total of 
$25,678 for her work on the 
campaign between June 
2011 to January, according 
to the city Campaign Fi-
nance Board.

On Hou’s Facebook 
page, she can also be seen 
in photos working on Liu’s 
2009 campaign for the city 
comptroller spot along with 
other staffers.

Her page listed her 
as a Beijing native who at-
tended Rutgers University 
and who currently lives in 
Flushing.

If convicted of all the 
charges, she could face up 
to 60 years behind bars, 
according to court docu-
ments.

A second person associated with Comptroller John Liu’s mayoral campaign was arrested Tuesday.

Scholarships 
     Available
Scholarships 
     Available

631.656.2110            305 N. Service Road  Dix Hills, New York 11746        www.ftc.edu

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N TA R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C AT I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
• JOURNALISM• MASS COMMUNICATION • MUSIC TEACHER EDUCATION • MUSIC BUSINESS • MUSIC PERFORMANCE  • THEATRE ARTS

www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Open House
• Learn about our Degree & Internship Programs 

 • Meet with Admissions & Financial 
     Aid Representatives

   • Presentations & Demonstrations 
        in our Professional Studios

     • Scholarships Available  

Saturday, March 10 at 1 pm  
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Activist Brendan Fay 
said Sunnyside and Wood-
side’s 13th St. Pat’s for All 
Parade will be bigger, bet-
ter and greener than ever 
— in more ways than one.

Fay said for 2012, the 
inclusive parade will im-
plement environmentally 
friendly measures. The pa-
rade will not have balloon 
arches and will use cloth 
instead of paper banners.

“That’s sort of a new 
sort of aspect of the pa-
rade,” Fay said.

St. Pat’s for All be-
gan in 2000 after gay and 
lesbian Irish groups were 
banned from Manhattan’s 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
1999. Now in its 13th year, 
Fay said the parade will fea-
ture not only LGBT groups 
but a variety of performers 
and organizations from all 
cultures and parts of New 
York.

“There is none like it,” 
Fay said. “There is no other 
cultural event that brings 
together the diversity of the 
city.”

This year’s parade will 

take place Sunday, March 
4. It assembles at 1 p.m. and 
kickoff is an hour later. The 
parade begins at 47th Street 
and Skillman Avenue and 
travels east on Skillman 
to 56th Street. The parade 
then turns north on Wood-
side Avenue and travels 
east along Woodside until 
58th Street.

Some of the 2,000 ex-
pected participants include 
Irish language groups, 
dancers and circus per-
formers. The group Lunar 
New Year for All, which 
was inspired by the St. 
Pat’s parade, will also par-
ticipate. The parade ends 
with a concert.

“Everyone is welcome 
in this parade,” Fay said.

The grand marshals 
of the parade will be Mary 
Brosnahan, executive direc-
tor of the NYC Coalition for 
the Homeless, and author/
historian Peter Quinn. Fay 
said he expects about 1,500 
to 2,000 spectators depend-
ing on the weather.

St. Pat’s for All will 
also be hosting a ben-
efit concert to raise funds 
March 2 at the Irish Arts 

Center, at 553 W. 51st St. in 
Manhattan. The reception 
begins at 6 p.m. and the 
concert starts at 7 p.m. Con-
cert tickets cost $50.

This will be the first 
St. Pat’s for All Parade 
since New York state voted 
to approve same-sex mar-
riage. Fay said despite the 
perception of Irish Catho-
lics as conservative, many 
Irish people support equal 
rights.

“The Irish have long 
been leaders in advancing 
the cause of human rights 
and equality,” Fay said. 
“We have known discrimi-
nation as a community in 
the earliest days in this 
country.”

He also said the fight 
for marriage equality is not 
complete.

“We will keep work-
ing until there is marriage 
equality, until DOMA is 
overturned, until there’s 
equal rights everywhere,” 
Fay said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

St. Pat’s gets greener 
for Sunnyside parade

Jennifer Kilpatrick (l.-r.), Abby Haddad and Brent O’Leary dance their way up Skillman Avenue during 
the parade two years ago.

Now’s the time to ask your loved one’s doctor 
about Strong Foundations. Call 1-855-VNSNY-NOW 

or visit www.vnsny.org/strong-foundations
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Allergy, pain and 
heart medications 
have side effects  
that increase the risk 
of dangerous falls.

Your dad takes  
all three.

Strong FoundationsTM from VNSNY was developed to 

help reduce the risk of falling in older adults. This is 

important because falls are the leading cause of fatal 

injuries in adults over 65. Signs a loved one may be at 

risk include holding onto furniture for balance and 

stumbling or leaning to one side when walking. With 

nurses and rehabilitation therapists trained in reducing 

falls risk, Strong Foundations from the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now.

Now what?
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Black History Celebration

Councilman Leroy Comrie held a Black History Celebration at Black 
Spectrum Theatre Saturday. (Clockwise from top) Performers from 
St. Benedict’s School of Dance show off their moves; Dorothy Self 
sings a special tribute to Whitney Houston; youngsters from Kerri 
Edge’s The Edge School of the Arts use fans for their number; Colby 
Christina Myers takes the stage; members of Mt. Moriah Music 
Ministry belt out a song; and Mistress-of-Ceremonies Cheryln Wills 
(r.) introduces Comrie (l.) and keynote speaker Hazel Dukes, presi-
dent of the NAACP New York State Conference and a member of the 
NAACP National Board of Directors. 
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A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION  MAR. 1-7, 2012

CONTROLLING CONTROLLING YOURYOUR

DIABETESDIABETES

When you have diabetes, many factors, including exercise, stress, and watching your 
alcohol consumption and dietary intake, can help you manage the disease. Knowing which 
factors infl uence your blood sugar levels and how to control them is essential for effec-
tively managing diabetes. Keeping your blood sugar within the recommended range can 
help you live a long and healthy life. 

One of the cornerstones of any diabetes management plan is healthy eating. Keep in 
mind that it isn’t only what you eat that matters; but also how much you consume and 
when you consume it. Carbohydrates have a greater effect on your blood glucose levels 
than protein or fat, so they must be counted carefully and accurately. A dietitian can teach 
you more about carbohydrate counting. Eating about the same amount of carbohydrates 
during each meal or snack will keep your blood sugar level steady throughout the day. 
Also, it is important to remember not to skip meals, especially if you are on diabetes medi-
cation, including insulin. Too much or too little food in comparison to your medication 
may result in dangerously high or low blood sugar. 

Physical activity is another important component of your diabetes management plan. 
Being active improves your body’s use of insulin, burns excess fat (helping to decrease and 
control weight), lowers your blood pressure and improves circulation. Aim for at least 30 
minutes or more of aerobic exercise most days of the week. If you haven’t been active for a 
while, start slowly and build up gradually. Be sure to check with your healthcare provider 
before you begin an exercise program, because complications of diabetes, such as nerve 
damage, may make some forms of exercise dangerous for you. 

The use of alcohol may aggravate complications associated with your condition. How-
ever, if your diabetes is under control and your doctor agrees, an occasional alcoholic 
drink with a meal is fi ne. Choose your drinks carefully, as some alcoholic beverages have 
fewer calories and carbohydrates than others. Your treatment plan will determine how 
frequently you need to check and record your blood sugar level. Careful monitoring is the 
only way to make sure that your blood sugar level remains within your target range. 

In addition to daily blood sugar monitoring, your doctor may recommend regular gly-
colated hemoglobin, known as A1C, testing to measure your average blood sugar level for 
the past three months. A1C level testing compliments blood glucose level measurement. 
An elevated A1C level may signal the need for a change in your medication regimen or 
meal plan.

The more you know about factors that infl uence your blood sugar level, the more you 
can anticipate fl uctuations — and plan accordingly. With good blood glucose, cholesterol, 
and blood pressure control, many of the complications of diabetes can be prevented. Stud-
ies have shown that strict control of blood sugar, cholesterol, and blood pressure levels 
in persons with diabetes helps to reduce the risk of kidney disease, eye disease, nervous 
system disease, heart attack, and stroke. If you fi nd that you are having diffi culty keeping 
your blood sugar within your target range, contact a member of your diabetes healthcare 
team for more help.

Metro Creative Connection

Know the factors that affect blood sugar levelsKnow the factors that affect blood sugar levels
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Living with diabetes is not 
easy. Type 2 diabetes is serious 
and there is a lot to do each and 
every day. But you can learn how 
to better manage your diabetes. 
Choose a goal and make a plan. By 
taking it one step and one day at 
a time, you can do it. Remember, 
your health care team is here to 
help.

Here are fi ve questions you can 
ask your healthcare team to help 
you learn how to manage your 
diabetes and live a long, healthy 
life:

• What are my ABCs (A1C, 

blood pressure, and choles-

terol) and what should mine 

be? 

A1C is a measure of blood glu-
cose (sugar) levels over the past 
two to three months. The target 
for most people with diabetes is 

less than 7 percent. For most peo-
ple with diabetes, the target blood 
pressure is less than 130/80 and 
the target bad cholesterol is less 
than 100. Keeping your blood glu-
cose, blood pressure, and choles-

terol close to these target levels 
reduces your risk for the long-
term problems of diabetes. Ask 
your healthcare team to help you 
choose the best targets for your 
diabetes.

• How will I know if the med-

icines I take for diabetes are 

working? 

If your home blood glucose 
readings and your A1C are within 
your target range, then your med-
icines, plus all of your efforts, 
are working. If your blood glu-
cose checks and A1C level are not 
within your target ranges, then 
it’s time to review how your medi-
cines, food and activity are bal-
anced. Bring your medicines and 
blood glucose log to your appoint-
ments and talk to your healthcare 
team about what may or may not 
be working for you.

• Are my children at risk for 

type 2 diabetes? 

Diabetes runs in families. A 
healthy weight and physical activ-
ity help a great deal to reduce the 
risk. As you take steps to manage 

your own diabetes, think about 
how you can help your children 
and grandchildren take steps to 
stay healthy and avoid diabetes in 
the future. Ask your healthcare 
team about local resources for 
healthy eating and activity.

• When should I schedule my 

next routine visit? 

Before leaving the healthcare 
team’s offi ce, ask to schedule your 
next visit. People with diabetes 
should get at least two checkups a 
year for routine care.

• How can I learn more about 

type 2 diabetes? 

Ask your healthcare team 
about local diabetes education 
programs, organizations, and 
support groups that can help you 
learn about how to better live and 
cope with diabetes.

Ponder fi ve questions when planning care

Long Island’s
LARGEST VEIN CENTER

Call to Schedule!
516-869-VEIN (8346)

GOLD 
STANDARD 

of 
VEIN CARE

Mark Schwartz, MD, FACS, RPVI
General/Vascular Surgeon & Phlebologist

Long Island’s ONLY 
TRIPLE BOARD CERTIFIED VEIN PHYSICIAN 

Winter is the perfect time of year to make your varicose and spider veins disappear!

1 Hollow Lane | Suite 210
Lake Success, NY 11042

www.NorthShoreVein.com

Stop Hiding! Start Living!

FREE Vein Screening Event!
Appointment Required!

Tuesday, March 27th: 5-7pm
� In-Office Procedures
� Minimal Downtime
� Insurance Accepted
� State-of-the-Art Technology
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings

 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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BY TATYANA SOUTHERLAND

Summer may be four months away, 
but parents are already wondering where 
to send their children for summer vaca-
tion.

Registration at summer camps has al-
ready opened and in Queens there are plen-
ty of options. They range from traditional 
recreational day camps to sports camps to 
arts camps to immersion camps — which 
specialize in teaching children other lan-
guages — to even farm camps, unique sum-
mer camp programs offered by the Queens 
County Farm Museum that allow grade-
school children to work with agriculture 
and farm animals.

Finding the right camp for a child can 
be a challenge, but it’s a process that re-
quires a lot of research, according to Neal 
Morgenroth, program director at Pierce 
Camps in Roslyn, L.I. Morgenroth sug-
gests that parents both research and visit 
prospective camps in person. He recom-

mends that parents treat the camp search 
as though it were a college selection pro-
cess.

“Pick about five camps you’d want 
your kid to go to and visit,” he said. “Nar-
row it down from there and try to find the 
right match for your child.”

Traditionally, there are two main 
types of camps: day camps where children 
commute from home daily and sleepaway 
camps for adolescent children who go away 
to camp. 

Both are typically recreational; how-
ever, specialized camps are becoming an 
option that many parents are choosing. 
Specialized camps focus on the develop-
ment or enhancement of a skill. Sports 
camps, academic camps and camps that 
focus on music and the arts are some of the 
most popular specialized camps. 

Amy Spangolo of Long Island City 
chose to send both her children ages 6 and 
11 to the Long Island City School of Ballet 
last year when she noticed that both had a 

strong interest in dance and performing. 
She sought out the summer camp program 
at Long Island City Ballet because it was, 
as she described it, a professional program 
that helped accustom her children to the 
world of dance and performance.

“I liked that they were exposed to ev-
erything. They rehearsed, performed and 
helped with costuming,” said Spangolo. 
“It’s good for kids who know what they 
want.”

Robert Laconi, director of Theater 
Arts Center, a summer musical theater 
and acting camp in Bayside, agrees with 
Spangolo. “Our camp is rigorous,” he said. 
“It’s not for those who want to dabble, it’s a 
workshop.”

Before being accepted to Theater Arts 
Center’s summer camp students have to 
audition. Laconi’s advice for parents con-
sidering sending their children to a spe-
cialized camp is that they make sure it’s 
something their children “absolutely enjoy 
doing.”

Dr. Elihu Turkul, director of psychol-
ogy at Long Island Jewish Hospital in Glen 
Oaks,  saidtraditional day camps or sleep-
away camps may be a better option for 
children who want a break from the year-
round school structure, but parents need 
to be “mindful of the natural needs of the 
child” and make sure the camp is attuned 
to accommodating their needs and that 
the staff-to-child ratio at the camp reflects 
that.

Even if parents find that they can-
not afford to send their children to camp 
— prices can range from $500 to as much 
as $7,500 depending on the type of camp 
and length of stay —  Franklin Turner, 
a childhood development specialist at 
Queens College, said that parents should 
try taking their children to museums. 

He said studies show that kids who 
are engaged during the summer reap 
“short- and long-term benefits” and per-
form better on exams in the fall during 
the school year.

DISCOVER QUEENS CAMPS
Experts encourage parents to research and visit the camps they choose for their childrenExperts 
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At 10:37 pm,  
she needs the 
extra special 
attention, not 
just the x-ray.

Open 365 days a year
  

Monday - Friday: 5PM - Midnight
Weekends & Holidays: Noon - Midnight

No appointment necessary

Short wait times

Most insurance plans accepted

Patients thru age 21

www.pmpediatrics.com

At Bayside’s kid-friendliest alternative to the ER, 
your child will spend less time waiting for care and 
more time getting the extra attention she needs. 

PM Pediatrics, an award-winning provider of after-hours 
urgent care, is staffed by Pediatric Emergency Specialists 
who have special training in treating children in urgent situations 
while minimizing pain and unnecessary tests.  Our commitment 
is to provide quality care when you need it, where you need 
and how you need it. And with short wait times, we’ll help 
your child get back to feeling all better a lot sooner.

210-31 26th Avenue  
(Bay Terrace Shopping Center) 

Bayside, NY 11360
 

718-747-KIDS
5  4  3  7

BTIMES Mar_1_2012Camp Mar._1_2012
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Although camp is a time 
to develop new skills, have fun, 
gain independence, and experi-
ence new wonders, the camping 
experience is also one of the first 
times that many children will be 
away from home for an extended 
period.

In order to lead a more happy 
and productive camp life, chil-
dren need to develop a positive 
self-image, the feeling that “I am 
somebody,” before they go to the 
first day of camp, and that’s your 
job as the parent.

The following ideas can help 
foster self-esteem in children:

Level with children. Don’t 
talk down to a young person; in-
stead, put yourself at eye level 
with a child. It can often mini-
mize a problem, as well as make 
the child feel equal.

Let children make deci-

sions. For example, early partici-
pation in health care decisions 

such as, “Do you want liquid med-
icine or tablets?,” lessens a child’s 
feeling of powerlessness, and can 
foster an intelligent consumer at-
titude in children.

Values rules. The purpose 
of rules is to help people get along 
with each other and, in turn, feel 
good about themselves. The best 

rules are written during calm 
times with the participation of 
the child.

Show the child you un-

derstand. Share your childhood 
memories with your child. Chil-
dren need to know that their par-
ents had trouble learning things, 
too. By showing understanding, 

you will help your child become 
more confident.

Develop your own self-

esteem. Parents need to feel val-
ued and self-confident before they 
can help their children develop 
self-esteem. Parents should try 
to show their children that they 
don’t have to have it all together 
all the time to feel good about 
themselves.

Children need to feel that 

they are special in and out-

side of camp. Parents have the 
advantage at home, because they 
can tailor the environment to 
what the child needs and wants. 
The following activities will help 
create some memorable one-on-
one times between a parent and 
child:

• Keep a notepad ready to jot 
down ideas of special things to do 
with each of your children.

• Take your young child to 
the grocery store. Talk about 

prices, and let him pick out one 
thing to buy.

• Help your child make a 
scrapbook of a trip or something 
that he enjoys.

• Save the child’s drawings 
and colorful paintings and use 
them in decorative ways.

• Sit with your child and dis-
cuss how you and he can make 
this day or this weekend better. 
Focus on your child’s strengths, 
not weaknesses.

First time away from home? Best ways for child to cope

PequotSherwood.org
860.767.0848

Ivoryton, CT

IF YOU’RE LOOKING for the ultimate camping 
experience, then look no further than America’s 
oldest co-ed camp. We’ve been creating outdoor 
camping memories for kids of all ages for over 
120 years. Engaging “tech-free” activities build 
character and friendship — campers choose 
from water and 
field sports, hiking, 
arts, canoe trips 
and more — for  
less than you  
might imagine.

• 700-Acre Campground

• Mile-Long Private Lake

• Close to New York

• Reasonable Rates
le
m
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When shopping for a summer camp, be 
sure to draw up a list of questions that will 
help defi ne the experience your child is 
seeking as well as the activities the camp 
has to offer.  The answers should enable you 
to narrow down the camps that promise to 
give your child new skills, a sense of adven-
ture and the chance to forge friendships 
that may last a lifetime.

Where do you begin? It is essential to un-
derstand your child and to know his inter-
ests when choosing a camp. Some questions 
you might ask yourself include:

• Does your child have a special interest, 
such as drama, music, a particular sport, 
nature study, or arts and crafts?

• Has your child expressed interest in 
learning a particular new skill?

• Does your child have any special needs 
or a particular learning style?

• Are swimming and water sports im-
portant to your child?

• Would your child be more comfortable 
going off with a friend? Would this make a 
difference?

• Does your child do well in a structured 
environment, or is a relatively relaxed set-
ting more appropriate?

• Would your child be more comfortable 
in a day camp near home, or is he ready for 
a sleep-away experience? Your child’s age, 
past experience, and personality will be 
factors in determining his readiness for a 
particular type of program.

Choosing a camp should be a thoughtful 
process which involves interviewing the 
director, reviewing information, getting 
references from other parents, and visit-
ing the camp in progress. The whole pro-
cess should be a cooperative parent-child 
effort. This should take into consideration 
not only the interests of the child, but such 
other practical factors as the location of the 
camp, whether or not transportation or car-
pooling is available, the number of weeks of 
the program, the costs involved, and the re-
fund policy.

There are three basic types of camps — 
day camps, overnight camps, or specialty 
camps. Most camps are recreational, while 
some offer tutoring and remedial work as 
well as enrichment programs.

After making your decision about which 
type of program you are considering, and 
getting names of possible camps, you should 
begin your inquiry by calling the camp for 
a brochure and some basic information 
about the program. Find out if the camp 

will be having an open house or will be rep-
resented at one of the local camp fairs held 
throughout the winter in your area. Some 
camps have video tapes or slideshows that 
will give you a visual impression of typical 
camping experiences and the facilities.

Ask lots of specifi c questions, and if pos-
sible, meet with the director. You will want 
to know what the camp philosophy and 
stated goals are, how the staff is trained 
and supervised, their ages and experience, 
and the staff-camper ratio. 

One indication of the success of the 
camp would be the rate of return of both 

campers and staff, including the director. 
What is the camp’s discipline policy? Ask if 
the special programs are actually taught by 
specialists trained specifi cally in that fi eld. 
How are the groups organized? What is the 
daily schedule? What happens on rainy 
days?

Are there any special events planned? 
What do the facilities include — pools, 
sports fi elds, and art studios? Are there spe-
cial sleeping arrangements, meals, laundry 
facilities, bathroom facilities, special trips, 
transportation arrangements, and special-
needs facilities?

The camp’s emergency procedures and 
safety policies are also important. Is there 
a trained nurse or doctor on site? Is the staff 
trained in fi rst aid and CPR? What is the 
camp’s insurance coverage? Is there appro-
priate water sports supervision?

The more questions you ask now, the 
fewer surprises you will encounter later.

If you are planning very far ahead, it is 
helpful to visit the camp the summer before 
you are interested in sending your child. 
The impressions you get while observing 
a situation fi rst-hand are unique. Be aware 
of such things as staff involvement and the 
energy level of the campers, as well as the 
general ambience of the place.

Ask the director for references of par-
ents who have sent their children in the 
past, and get references directly from par-
ents as well. Find out what their kids liked 
the most, what they did not like (there’s al-
ways something), and if the staff met the 
parents’ expectations.

There are other options just for teens, 
such as counselor-in-training programs, 
where 14 to 17 year olds can gain leadership 
skills while assisting with younger camp-
ers. Teens can also take advantage of wil-
derness programs, cross-country travel, 
bike trips, and adventure programs, as well 
as international travel or summer school 
programs.

As an alternative to a typical day or resi-
dential camp, other summer activities for 
children can be found at local community 
centers, neighborhood playgrounds, Scout 
programs, and public libraries. These op-
tions can include arts and crafts classes, 
swimming lessons, and other recreational 
programs.

So begin to plan now for an exciting, 
fun-fi lled, and memorable summer for your 
children. Good camps do fi ll up early. Don’t 
forget the importance of maintaining a 
positive attitude about the camping experi-
ence. Involving your children in the camp 
selection process from the very beginning 
can help to make them more aware of what 
to expect from the experience. Talk about 
the new things they’ll be learning and the 
friends they’ll be making.

Many parents have fond memories 
of their childhood camping experiences 
and want the same for their children, but 
they should remember that each child is a 
unique individual who may need or want a 
different type of experience.

Top questions to ponder when considering camp
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Call for more information 718-888-0264
www.HappyDaysDayCamp.com

Counselor/ 
Camper
Ratio 3:11-8

Week
Inviting 

All Childen 
Ages 4-14

Sign up 
now for our 
discounted 

rates

ALL
INCLUSIVE

RATES

GIVE YOUR CHILD A SUMMER OF HAPPY MEMORIES & HAPPY DAYS!

Sessions Available

YOUR CHILD IS OUR 
#1 PRIORITY!

Owners Andy & Dina Would Like to Welcome You
To Their UPCOMING OPEN HOUSES 

on Sunday, March 11th and March 25th 
from 11am - 2pm

AT BAYSIDE JEWISH CENTER 203-05 32ND AVENUE 

Kzam

EXCITING, FUN WEEKLY EXCURSIONS

www.surpriselake.org 212-924-3131 info@surpriselake.org

 2, 4 and 8 WEEK OPTIONS 
SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE BASED ON NEED 

DISCOUNTS GIVEN TO FIRST TIME CAMPERS 
Tel: 718.353.4553

YWCA of Queens Summer Day Camp

• Weekly fun-filled field trips to parks, museums, etc.

• Breakfast, Lunch and Snack

• Excellent Enriched Academic Curriculum

• Free T-Shirts • Affordable Tuition

• Dance, Music, Chess, Arts & Craft, Computer Classes 

• Bus Service is Available in Various Areas

• Licensed by the Department of Health

July 2nd - August 17th

Early Bird 
Registration 

(5% discount)
April 16th - May 18th

•••

assss

mmmm

• • • • • BBBBBBBBB

••••••
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The Office of Continuing Education presents:

Come join the NEW Teen Academy for classes in
Technology & Art

Entrepreneurship & Leadership skills
Social Media Skills & Etiquette

Engineering through Architecture & Computers

July 9th - August 2nd
Monday - Thursday

Contact Jacqueline Montgomery for more information:
jmontgomery@qcc.cuny.edu

Achieve More   Expect More

CONTINUING
E D U C A T I O N
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Music • Dance • Theater • Art
Private & Ensemble Instruction for Children & Adults

We Bring Out the Music in You!

CenterStageMusic@aol.com
135-32 38th Ave, Flushing, NY 11354 www.centerstageqcpa.org

CenterStage: The Queens Center for the Performing Arts admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all the 
rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school.  It does not discrimi-

nate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, 
scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.

Suzuki Piano & Violin - Children’s Chorus
Adult Jazz Vocal Workshop

Ballet, Tap, Modern Dance - Creative Movement
Mommy & Me Rhythms - Lullaby Singers

Introduction to Acting - Master Classes - Workshops

We offer 4 two-week sessions starting 
the week of July 2nd for ages 6 and up.

Each Session Consists of Classes in Ballet, 
Musical Theatre, Tap, Acting, Art & Voice.

Your child will have the opportunity to 
learn choreography from the world of 
ballet and musical theatre with a mini 

performance at the end of each session.

Space is limited so sign up now!

For more info contact:
www.katyasdance.com

917-771-0687

TO THE POINTE!!

KATYA’S SCHOOL OF DANCE

PRESENTS:

OUR 
SUMMER 
BALLET & 
THEATRE 

ARTS 
CAMPS

OUR GREAT NECK LOCATION: OUR HAWAII LOCATION:

A Unique Summer Dance Experience!

Hawaiian Paradise Dance Camp

www.hawaiianparadisedancecamp.com

Offers intensive, multi-
discipline dance training 

while exploring the land and 
culture of Hawaii. For more 

info please visit our website:

Buckley Country Day School

Admissions Open House 
Tuesday

March 13, 2012 
9:00 AM

 
516.627.1910 ext. 2701

www.buckleycountryday.com
IU Willets Road, Roslyn, NY

Columbia University Teachers College
Affiliate School

Please join us

Toddler through Eighth Grade
Beginning in their earliest years, our students 
experience an innovative curriculum, engage 
in active and joyful learning, and prepare for 
a life of achievement and leadership.

Our curriculum incorporates

Enriched instruction in literacy, mathematics,   
 and science, supported by current 
 educational research

 Multiple technologies for “anytime, 
 anyplace learning”

 Study of world languages, beginning in 
 Pre-Kindergarten

 Creative self-expression through the visual
 and performing arts, including strings,   
 drama, and dance

 Emphasis on fitness and physical skills,   
 beginning in early childhood and culminating   
 in athletic competition in middle school 
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If overnight camp is 
not the right choice for 
your youngster, or if your 
child is younger than 7, 
look into the many sum-
mer day camp programs 
available. It can even pre-
pare your child for over-
night camp. 

Some points to con-
sider when choosing a 
day camp:

• Training: Is the staff 
trained in safety, supervi-
sion, counseling, problem 
solving, and other issues 
important to working with young chil-
dren? 

• Cost: Is the price all-inclusive, or do ex-
tra charges apply for transportation, horse-
back riding, food service, group pictures, 
T-shirts, and other items? 

• Transportation: If transportation is 

offered, do you live near 
a pick-up spot?  

• Extended care: If 
before and after care 
is offered to accommo-
date working parents, 
who is with the children 
and what activities take 
place? 

• Lunch: Is lunch 
served, or do campers 
bring their own? 

• Swimming: If 
swimming is offered, 
are lessons included, or 
is swimming only recre-

ational? 
• Supervision: Does one counselor stay 

with a group all day? Or are campers free 
to roam from one activity to another? If so, 
who supervises children in the interim?

• Visits: Are parents allowed to drop by 
for visits? 

Day camp may best 
option for your child

ONLY 2½ 
HRS FROM 

METRO 
NY/NJ!

FROST 
VALLEY 
YMCA

1&2 WEEK SESSIONS JULY & AUG AGES 7-16

���������	
����	�	���	
���		
�����	
����		�	���������	�����

OPEN HOUSES: Feb 26, Mar 25 & Apr 22   
EMAIL: camp@frostvalley.org  TEL: 845-985-2291

O
HR

& UG G

REGISTER  
ONLINE TODAY!

2012  
SUMMER 

CAMPS 
frostvalley 

.org

Avoid Summer 
Learning Loss

Make Sylvan a part of your summer schedule...
and make Back to School time a big success!

Students can lose as much as 
2-1/2 months of learning over 
the summer
Sylvan will pinpoint the skills 
your child needs and develop 
a summer program to help  
master them
Flexible summer hours

Sylvan of Flushing
163-15 Northern Blvd. Flushing, NY 11358

718-939-5815
sylvan.flushing@gmail.com

Offer expires 05/01/2012. Valid at participating centers only. May not be combined with other offers

SUMMER 
SPECIAL - Free 

Registration 
& $200 Off 
Any Sylvan 

Program 
*Discount for Individualized 

Programs Only

READING, MATH, WRITING, STUDY SKILLS, TEST PREP, COLLEGE PREP AND MORE!
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Boys & Girls Ages 4 To 14 Are Invited Aboard
Summer Day Camp

Camp Starts Monday, July 2nd
(Ends Fiday, August 24th)
Limited Space Available
Enroll Now To Ensure 
Availability & Discount Rates

Beautiful 
Air Conditioned

Bayside/Flushing 
Location

Our 18th Year!

B
Air C

Baysi
L

Reasonable 

Rates

FLY THE MAGIC CARPET TO A FUN-FILLE
D SUMMER!

Includes:
• Door to Door Transportation

• Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
• Exciting Trips & Special Events - Daily!

• Drama, Arts & Crafts • Lunch
• Small Groups  • Private Pools

• Personal Attention

Exclusive Use of Private-Climate
Controlled Pools

We accept
1199 Come To One Of Our 

Open Houses
Most Sundays 

Feb - June
At J1B lanes

67-19 Parsons Blvd. 
Flushing

66

•

Family Owned & Operated 
Licensed Professional Supervision
(718) 634-8109 
www.magiccarpetdaycamp.com

ul 
oned
shing
n

e-Cee--CClilimimmaatete
s

CCC mmee TTo OOOOnnee OOOOff OOOCoCoome ToTo OOne OOf OOur

We Offer:
• Swimming • Learn to Swim

• Basketball • Volleyball
• Tennis • Soccer

• Softball • Football

Only $1800 
for entire program 

without bus service!
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When packing for a 
camp, you should receive 
information on policies 
and procedures before your 
child is ready to go. The 
following checklist should 
help you decide what you do 
or don’t need to pack:

• Bedding:  Sleeping 
bags, sheets, blankets and 
pillows are usually the 
camper’s responsibility. 
Most beds are twin size or 
smaller and may be bunk 
style. Some camps supply 
linens.

• Towels: Usually sup-
plied by the camper. 

• Clothing: Most camps 
supply a list of recom-
mended clothing that varies 
with the climate. Be sure to 
pack long pants (for hikes 
and horseback riding) as 
well as shorts. Comfortable, 
durable shoes are a must, 
while special footwear is 
advisable for certain ac-
tivities (tennis, hiking, and 
horseback riding). Use a 
permanent marker or name 
tags to identify your child’s 
belongings. Some camps 
require campers to wear 
uniforms. Some camps will 
furnish the uniforms, while 
others will provide you with 

ordering information. 
• Toiletries: A small bag 

can be handy for toiletries 
if a camper has to walk to a 
separate building for show-
ering and bathing. It is wise 
to pack sunscreen, lip balm, 
insect repellent, soap, 
toothpaste and toothbrush, 
shampoo, a hairbrush and 
comb, and deodorant (if 
your child uses it). 

• Laundry: Generally, 
sessions under two weeks 
don’t include laundry ser-
vice. You might send a pil-
low case or laundry bag to 

store dirty clothing.
• Equipment: Camps 

usually provide items such 
as oars, life jackets, and 
craft materials, but check 
with the camp to be sure. 
The camper may want to 
bring a tennis racquet, mu-
sical instrument, or back-
pack. Don’t pack radios, 
televisions, portable CD 
players, stereos, food, or 
hunting knives.

• Spending  money: 
Camps have different poli-
cies on children bringing 
spending money. Some have 
stores that sell T-shirts, 
film, candy, and other items. 
Check with the camp staff.

• Medicine: Any medi-
cation should be properly 
labeled in its original con-
tainer with dosage in-
structions and given to the 
camp’s medical personnel 
for safe keeping. 

• Insurance: Camper 
health and accident insur-
ance may be provided by the 
camp. You might be asked 
to bring information on 
family health and accident 
coverage. Be sure to ask the 
camp director if there are 
additional charges for in-
surance.

Check camp policies 
before packing bags

Queens College Flushing, NY  11367
New Music Building • Phone: 718-997-3888 • Email: cpsm@ qc.cuny.edu

Summer Music Programs 2012

Jazz Camp
The Summer Jazz Camp at CPSM 
is designed to meet the needs of 
both beginning and experienced 
jazz performers, ages 12 to 18. 
Dates: July 2—July 26 (Monday 
–Thursday), Closed July 4. Times: 
9:30 AM—3:30PM

Musical Theater
Workshop
This exciting program will consist of 
classes in vocal technique, dance, 
song/audition repertoire, acting and 
scene study. Admission by audition. 
The program is open to students 
entering the 5th to 10th grades 
in September 2012. Dates: July 9 
—August 2 (Monday—Thursday) 
Times: 9AM—3:30PM

Chamber Music
Workshop

Open to intermediate through 
advanced string, wind and piano 
students, ages 12 to 18. This four 
week program will consist of daily 
rehearsing, coaching and master 
classes. A gala showcase performance 
in LeFrak Concert Hall will conclude 
the work-shop. Admission by 
audition.  Dates: July 9—August 2 
(Mondays—Thursdays) Times: 
10AM—3PM

Guitar and
Percussion Workshop

Beginner, intermediate and advanced 
players, ages 10 to 16,  will be 
accepted in this workshop. The 
workshop will feature instruction for 
guitar and percussion students, that 
will focus on performance techniques, 
and other related issues. Dates: 
July 9—August 2 (Mondays—
Thursdays) Time: 10:30AM—3:30PM 

Piano Program offerings

Suzuki Piano Masterclass Open to 
Suzuki piano students of all levels. 
Individual instruction in a group 
setting. Music reading, supervised 
practice time, parental involvement 
and performance are all part of this 
valuable supplement for private
lessons.  Instructor: Mr. Liccardo.
Dates/Times: six Wednesday 
evenings, TBA

Summer Private Lessons

Private instruction for brass, wind, 
string, piano, guitar and voice 
students available for all levels of 
experience Dates/Times: TBA
with instructor.

Jazz Camp Chamber Music

The Lawrence Eisman Center
for Preparatory Studies in Music
Donald Pirone, Director

Summer Camp In Residence at the 
PROFESSIONAL PERFORMING ARTS CENTERPROFESSIONAL PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

QUEENSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE  
 BAYSIDE, QUEENS, NYC 

718718--559595--2905  2905 TTHEATREHEATREAARTSRTSCCENTERENTER .  . COMCOM

MUSICAL THEATRE & DANCEMUSICAL THEATRE & DANCE
July 9  — Aug. 5     AGES 9 to 19 

TEEN ACTING      TEEN CABARETTEEN ACTING      TEEN CABARET
             July 2 — July 29                                               Aug. 6—12 

 

PERFORM IN FULLY STAGED SHOWSPERFORM IN FULLY STAGED SHOWS  

BY AUDITIONBY AUDITION
     ONE OF THE BEST     ONE OF THE BEST

    VALUES IN NYC!    VALUES IN NYC!FIVE COMPANIES BYFIVE COMPANIES BY
AGE & ABILITY!AGE & ABILITY!

QF quarter 
page 1

Monday, February 13, 2012 15:13 
Composite
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THE WHOLE WILD 
WORLD, JUST A SHORT 

RIDE AWAY.

DAVE MASUR

SOCCER 
CAMP
PROGRAMS For Registration & Additional Information: 

SOCCER
CAMP

Located on the beautiful campus of St. John’s University, Queens

30 Years 
of Experience
Camp SOLD 

OUT Last Year. 
DON’T DELAY, 

REGISTER 
NOW!

*Discounts for Multiple 
Week Enrollment*5Weeks 

Available After Care Available



CA
M

P  
•  

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 1

-8
 2

0 1
2

TL

34

How can you fi nd the camp that’s best for your child, 
especially if he has a special need? Thanks to the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, there is access to a wider vari-
ety of services and programs for people with disabilities.

What will benefi t your child most this summer? Be 
honest with yourself and clearly outline the specifi cs of 
dates needed, length of session required, location, sup-
portive services required, and costs.

Many organizations offer day and residential summer 
camping programs for children and teens with disabili-
ties. The Lion’s Clubs, Easter Seals, and disability-specifi c 
organizations such as the Muscular Dystrophy Asso-
ciation and American Diabetes Association, are among 
them.

Others are just day programs, overnight camps, or 
both. Such organizations tend to cater to the specifi c needs 
of their clientele, supported by a long history of service to 
youth with disabilities and their families. 

Some special-needs camps will offer educational sup-
port or continue with occupational therapy, physical 
therapy, or speech therapy. Campers are often enrolled or 
grouped by age or functioning level to provide an appro-
priate peer group. 

Special needs camps can specifi cally handle the medi-
cal, behavioral, dietary, physical, emotional, cognitive, or 
social needs of their campers.

Generally, the staff-to-camper ratio will vary from one 
to one or one to four. 

Families choose special-needs camps for a wide vari-
ety of reasons. These may include existing relationships 
with an agency and knowledge of the philosophy and mis-
sion of that agency, security in knowing the camp is de-
signed especially for their child, wanting their child to 
identify with a peer group of kids with disabilities, and 
security in knowing their child won’t be “different” than 
the other kids.

All this might seem a bit overwhelming at fi rst, but 
careful investigation can help you fi nd a good match for 
both the camp and your child. 

Traditional camps generally serve a variety of chil-
dren, from all economic and cultural backgrounds. Expe-
riencing diversity among campers and staff is often part 
of the experience. 

If physical accessibility is imperative, ask about the lo-
cation and layout of the camp. Many camps are in wooded 
areas with limited, if any, pavement or well-graded paths. 
If your child is ambulatory but tires easily with a lot of 
walking, ask about the proximity of cabins, dining hall, 
activity areas, and waterfront.

Does the camp provide special meals or alternative 
foods for allergies, diabetes, or specialized diets? If the 
camp doesn’t provide specialized meals, often, the family 

can provide the foods necessary or even review the camp 
menu in advance.

Does the camp have adequate medical facilities and 
staff? If your child requires specifi c intervention or 
care, is the camp able to provide it in its regular health 
care operations? Who provides the services required? 
Is there a nurse on-duty at all times? What support 
does the camp need to safely care for you child?

Be specifi c and ask for the camp’s ratio of coun-
selors to campers, which refl ects the positions 
which directly work with 
and supervise the camp-
ers. If your child requires 
additional supervision 
for physical care, behav-
ior management, or 
instruction, ask if the 
camp can provide the 
necessary supervision 
for safe participation in 
the program. 

If the camp is unable 
to provide the individu-
alized care your child 
requires, the camp may 
offer to accommodate an 
aide you send with your 
child to camp, to help with 
the child’s physical care 
needs, behavior manage-
ment, or supervision. Room 
and board for the aide may be provided at no 
cost.

Reasons for sending your child to a tra-
ditional camp are as varied as the programs 
offered. Appropriate behaviors modeled by 
your child’s peers may be a prime motivator. 
Experiencing everyday events just like other 
kids may be your objective. Wanting a greater 
choice in time, place, cost, distance, and loca-
tion could be the deciding factor. 

Perhaps your child is active in an organiza-
tion’s activities, such as 4-H, Girls Scouts, or 
YMCA, during the school year and wants to at-
tend that camp in the summer with his friends. 
Maybe your child is in special programs dur-
ing the school year and you want him to be with 
other kids during the summer. 

Whatever the reasons, the choice is yours to 
make, whether a traditional, inclusion camp or 
special-needs camp. The most important ques-
tion is “what is best for my child this summer?” 

Special-needs camps cater to individuals
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PETER KOO FUND-RAISER AT LAGUARDIA SHERATON EAST FLUSHING

SAUL WEPRIN DEMOCRATIC CLUB BREAKFAST AT HOLLIS HILLS JEWISH CENTER
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Pauline Chu, Peter Vallone Jr., Grace 
Meng, Karen Koslowitz, Peter Koo, Leroy 
Comrie, Joe Crowley and Rory Lanceman

David Weprin, Jeff Gottlieb and 
Harbachan Singh

Grace Meng

Fred Gerber, Chuck Wade, John and 
Wendy Messer and Myra Baird Herce

Peter Koo and David Weprin

Chinese chorus

District Leaders Martha Taylor and David 
Weprin with John Liu

Peter Vallone Jr. and Mike Long

Grace Meng, Karen Koslowitz, Erik Martin 
Dilan, Peter Vallone Jr., Peter Koo and 
James Vacca

Peter Koo and Master Sitan Chen

John Liu, Peter Koo, Grace Meng and 
Leroy Comrie

Gary Ackerman, Letitia James, Martha 
Taylor, John Liu, David Weprin, Toby 
Stavisky and Mark Weprin

Wendy and John Messer

Tom Long and Peter Koo

Two-time world Tai chi champion Master 
Sitan Chen

Peter Koo and John Liu

Peter Koo, Gary Ackerman, Elly and Mark 
Weprin

Danny Dromm and Peter Koo

Yuchan Zhao and Peter Koo

Pauline Chiu and Peter Koo (center) with 
some of his supporters

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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Wyatt, a 7-year-old Maine Coon cat from Flushing, is the winner of this edition of the 
TimesLedger Newspapers’ Queens Critter contest. He is leash-trained and loves going out-
side in the backyard, his owners said. If you want to be considered for our pet of the week 
content, visit www.TimesLedger.com for more information. Photo courtesy August Melish

This Week’s Queens Critter

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“Before my sister Cookie arrived at Calvary with terminal lung cancer, 
we suffered the excruciating pain with her each and every day. But once 
at Calvary, they did everything to relieve her pain. And because of that, 
they also relieved our anxieties and mental anguish. She was treated 
with care, sensitivity, devotion and many hugs. And so were we. In her 
final days, you gave her peace, comfort and dignity, and allowed me 
to be her sister again. We knew that you had the reputation of being 
the very best there is at treating the pain of a patient. But what we 
never knew was that you are also the best at relieving the pain that 
we, Cookie’s family, had. You will always be more than just a hospital 
to us. You will always be a member of our family. Thank you, Calvary.”

- Lonnie Weigele

“We always heard that Calvary Hospital was the best at treating pain. 
But we had no idea you would relieve our family’s pain as well.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

FEATURING: DAYMOND JOHN
Star of ABC’s hit TV show 

SHARK TANK

Daymond will be joined by a panel of regional business leaders, 
moderator Rob Basso, Producer of Basso On Business and a room 
full of regional business elite.

Our mission is to discover our area’s future business leaders.

Based on a concept by Ana Carril-Grumberg, Internet Filmmaker to Deepak 
Chopra Global. Produced in partnership with Advantage Payroll Services.

EXHIBIT SPACE IS STILL AVAILABLE
Visit www.exposyourbusiness.com to register.

INFO@EXPOSYOURBUSINESS.COM
516-813-6155

DON’T MISS THE BUSINESS EVENT OF THE YEAR!
NY MULTICULTURAL BUSINESS EXPO

* Attend or exhibit and receive a FREE trial version of IBM Lotus Live + training. The training alone for this product is valued at $600.

Promoting Business in Ethnically Diverse Markets
FREE ADMISSION TO THE BUSINESS PUBLIC*

(MUST REGISTER ONLINE BEFORE EVENT. $10 AT THE DOOR.)

Position yourself among companies that have successfully penetrated 
the fast growing markets of other cultures.
Exhibit among companies who partner with minority owned businesses. 
Attend seminars that help your business succeed in all markets.
Connect with over 1000 entrepreneurs and executives. 

Thursday, March 15, 2012 
10:00AM – 3:00PM

Leonard’s of Great Neck 
555 Northern Boulevard Great Neck, NY 11021



BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Adventurous photographer and for-
mer Queens resident Audrey Gottlieb 
whose best-known images of multicul-
tural America have been exhibited at the 
Smithsonian, the Jewish Museum and El-
lis Island Immigration Museum, describes 
photography as her life force.

“For some inexplicable reason, I have 
always been drawn to cultures and lan-
guages that have seemed more exotic than 
my own,” she said. “And, I was totally fix-
ated on Queens — it was an obsession for 
22 years.” 

Entranced by our borough’s myri-
ad nationalities and unique traditions, 
Gottlieb captured captivating images, 
chronicling celebrations, life events and 

costumes of immigrant groups who call 
Queens home.

A visual feast reflecting a “natural 
curiosity about the world in which we all 
live,” her kinetic exhibit — “Vignettes 
from The Queens Project” — is now on 
display through May 19, in the visitor and 
administration building gallery of the 
Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing.

“Queens Botanical Garden is a place 
where plants, people and cultures meet — 

perfect for exhibiting colorful photographs 
of celebration in Queens,” said the artist.

This year, husband-and-wife team Ed 
and Joyce Morrill – both photographers – 
are guest curators at QBG. Collaborating 
with the venue, they’re presenting “The 
Invitational Series for Queens Artists” — 
four consecutive exhibitions. Gottlieb’s 
is the second in the series. From June 
through September, the Jamaica Estates 
Assocation Art Show “The Urge to Create” 
will feature photography, mixed media, 

sculpture and textile art.
“I knew Audrey and her Queens Proj-

ect work from the days she lived in New 
York, and was a member, as am I, of Profes-
sional Women Photographers,” said Joyce 
Morrill. “She is a people person, warm and 
outgoing, and that is reflected in the genu-
ine smiles and acceptance of her presence 
that her subjects share with us.”

A new wave of immigrants
In the mid-1980s, there was a tremen-

dous influx of new nationalities and im-
migrants to Queens. “I was living in As-
toria at the time, feeling at home among 
Greeks, Cypriots, Italians and Yugoslavs,” 
said Gottlieb. “Walking to my subway stop 
at 36th Avenue and Washington, I noticed 

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI sculpture and textile art.

TO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DININGTO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINTO THE ARTS, ENTERTAIN
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“Hands of an Indian Bride 
on her Wedding Day.” 
Mehendi — or henna — 
is applied to the hands 
and feet of every Indian 
bride as part of an an-
cient pre-marriage ritual. 

Photos by Audrey Gottlieb

Continued on Page 41
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Denizens of Astoria’s 
Greek restaurants have 
come to expect a certain 
repertoire. A selection of 
garlicky dips, salads with 
feta, grilled seafood, a lamb 
dish or two, maybe moussa-
ka are all tasty if done well, 
but predictable.

Thymari, a brand new 
Astoria restaurant has 
brought with it a new take 
on Aegean cuisine. Owner 
Konstanios Batalamas 
draws on memories from 
his northern Greek child-
hood for game recipes like 
wild boar and quail. His 
inclusive menu introduces 
various regional dishes 
utilizing indigenous ingre-
dients like lavender honey 
and the restaurant’s name-
sake: thyme, a symbol of 
vigor in Greece.

The space, designed 
by Greek architect Maria 
Mousouri is stylish and 
welcoming. It features ex-
posed brick walls and dark 

wood ceiling beams like so 
many of the newer western 
Queens eateries, but the 
effect is sleek and sophis-
ticated rather than the 
post-industrial scruffy look 
that has been proliferating 
in the nabe. A series of six 
striking photographs by 
Greek photographer Gior-
gos Katsaggelos and an un-
usual diagonal wine rack 
complete the effect.

The selection of 
mezedes (small plates) is 
particularly enticing. Of 
course you can get the usu-
al pikillia, a triad of dips 
with homemade pita, but 
there are so many more ad-
venturous options.

Soutzoukakia is a quar-

tet of skinless homemade 
cumin-scented beef and ol-
ive sausages doubly sauced 
with something feta and yo-
gurty over something else 
red and tomatoey. Ctenia is 
a wonderfully voluptuous 
dish of pan seared scallops 
in sea urchin butter paired 
with a spinach feta soufflé. 
Although intrigued by it, 
we passed on the tigania, 
described as lamb offal, 
with scallions, mushrooms 
and oregano. Somehow the 
moniker “lamb offal” was 
off-putting in its mystery 
meat implications.

If you associate salad 
with leafy rabbit food, 
think outside the box with 
a Thymari salad. Instead 

think “soggy” but in a good 
way. The founda-
tion of this salad 
is ouzo-soaked 

dakos (Greek barley rusks) 
mounded with feta, toma-
toes, peppers, and capers 
dressed with a thyme-in-
fused dressing. The sweet, 
salty, and sharp flavors are 
unpredictably harmoni-
ous.

Ortikia (quail) is a pop-
ular game bird in Greece. 
Here, a trio of them are pan 
seared and sauced with a 
sweet ouzo-orange sauce. 
The effect is more of a glaze 
than a sauce, and the mush-
room fennel stuffing could 
use a little more assertive-
ness to balance the slightly 
cloying sauce. Our fish se-
lection, lavraki (Mediterra-
nean sea bass) was strewn 
with sautéed arugula, cher-
ry tomatoes olives, garlic 
and capers. Somehow it 
wound up tasting like spa 
cuisine that made you want 
to go off your diet.

Speaking of going 

off your diet, the desserts 
here are worth it. House 
made, these Greek special-
ies avoid the obvious. Their 
bakclava is steeped in lav-
ender honey. Pears poached 
in Mavrodafni wine comes 
with white chocolate yo-
gurt mousse dusted with 
rosemary.

The Bottom Line
Thymari is an attac-

tive new spot to expand 
your Greek culinary vo-
cabulary. It has a full bar, 
a well-priced list of Greek 
wines, and even Greek 
beer. We recommend choos-
ing multiple small plates 
over the app/entrée model 
to create your own custom-
ized tasting menu. It will be 
worth your thyme.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Answers in Sports

DINING OUT

Soutzoukakia sausages served at Thymari, 32-07 34th Ave. in 
Astoria. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Thymari: Not a typical Astoria Greek restaurant
Thymari

32-07 34th Ave
Astoria, NY 11106
(718) 204-2880 

www.thymari.com 
Price Range: small plates: 
$7–14; large plates: $17–26
Cuisine: Updated Greek

Setting: Stylish minimalist
Service: Eager to please. 

Working out the kinks.
Hours: Tues.–Thurs. and 

Sunday 5–11 p.m.. Fri–Sat. 5 
p.m.–12 p.m.

Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street

Dress: Smart casual to 
dressy

Children: Welcome
Music: No

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: Free
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new shops opening up with 
storefront signs in Arabic, 
Urdu and Korean. Local 
Egyptians built a mosque 
nearby, living side-by-side 
with Brazilians and Ban-
gladeshis.”

Most of Gottlieb’s 
seminal work was done in 
Queens between 1985 and 
1995, during leave from her 
United Nations job. Return-

ing from a photo shoot in 
war-torn Mogadishu to the 
comfort of her Flushing 
apartment, she said she be-
came aware of the influx of 
the Asian population in her 
(formerly, mostly Jewish) 
neighborhood. With her 
Nikon camera at the ready, 
she accompanied folklor-
ists from the Queens Coun-
cil on the Arts, who were 
documenting Queens’ folk 
life. “We sought out sanctu-

aries — temples, mosques 
and supermarkets — many 
of which had been recycled 
from previous places of wor-
ship to the new ones. Even a 
former supermarket on Co-
rona Avenue in Elmhurst 
was converted into a Hindu 
temple.

“I foresaw the trans-
formation of Queens from 
a Manhattan-centric in-
frastructure to shades of 
hometown storefronts and 
dwellings. So I documented 
the evanescent waterfront 
railroad tracks, gantries 

and social clubs in Italian-
bound Hunters Point, the 
start-to-finish construction 
of the Citicorp building at 
Court Square, the 50th an-
niversary of the Triboro 
Bridge, the refurbishing of 
the old Kaufman Astoria 
Studios. And many more 
scenes that are gone for-
ever, including cigarette 
ads on giant billboards 
overhanging elevated train 
stations.

“Then, people began 
walking into my pictures, 
not the other way around. 

248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING  FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808
220-33 Northern Blvd.

Bayside
(3 blocks west of

Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606
Open 7 days noon-11pm

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call: Mary Leary 

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537

Asian Fusion & Sushi Bar
38-05 Bell Blvd., Bayside | 718-631-1188

718

61-02 Springfield Blvd. 
718-224-9292

BAYSIDE ORIGINAL 
CHICKEN

www.timesledger.com | www.timesledger.com

Continued from Page 39

Gallery

“Giglio Lifters.” The Italian-American community in the 
Ravenswood area of Long Island City has virtually disappeared 
now but it used to commemorate San Paolino from Napoli — who 
saved passengers of an Italian shipwreck — by lifting and dropping 
a 2-ton, 90-foot tall tower decorated with giglios, Italian for lillies. 

Photo by Audrey Gottlieb

In my meanderings around 
Queens, I learned about the 
work of photographer/re-
former Jacob Riis, who has 
had a subconscious influ-
ence on my work.”

A third generation 
American, Gottlieb’s pater-
nal grandparents arrived 
in the late 1800s from Hun-
gary, and entered Newark, 
N.J. through Ellis Island. 
“They never talked about 
the old country. Perhaps 
that’s why I’m so curious 
about the trials and tribula-
tions of other cultures.”

Oddly enough, she 
rarely took pictures of her 
family’s celebrations: “Isn’t 
it funny? I don’t consider 
myself an event photogra-
pher, and yet, look — that’s 
exactly what I do.”

“Melting pot” or 
“great mosaic”?

 “What I’ve witnessed 
is that most newcomers try 
to hold on to their ancient 
traditions and struggle to 
keep their youth in touch 
with native language and 
culture.

“I often dub Queens, 
‘The Big Pizza,’ because 
it’s made up of many slices, 
with many spices, condi-
ments, sizes, shapes and 
colors.”

Constantly in search 
of a new project, the artist, 
who grew up on a 40-acre 
chicken farm in Allenwood, 
N.J. — “a totally antitheti-
cal environment to that 
of Queens” — now lives in 

York, Maine and sells her 
“National Treasures” post-
cards depicting landscapes 
and nature scenes. She was 
inspired to create a book.

Morrill describes the 
turnout at the exhibit as 
“enthusiastic. This is the 
time of year when the outer 
garden is quiet, so it’s an 
extra boon to visitors to 
have a visual adventure 
inside, where it’s warm and 
equally beautiful.”

Even though she has 
captured images from 
around the world, the art-
ist has the world to photo-
graph right here in Queens: 
“From falafel shops in Kew 
Gardens Hills to Peruvian 
Inca Cola drinks to masala 
dosa nuts to lucky Chinese 
bamboo plants to Korean 
stone beds to Mexican ta-
males to Russian caviar to 
Afghan breads — and it’s 
continuing — no end in 
sight,” she said.

Gottlieb will discuss 
her work and present ad-
ditional images for the 
Queens Project at the 
Queens Botanical Garden 
Visitor Center on May 19 
from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

IF YOU GO
Queens Botanical 

Garden

43-50 Main St., Flushing
Daily through Saturday, 

May 19
www.queensbotanical.

org
(718) 539-5296
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CONCERTS

Queens College Chamber 
Music concert series — Two 
operas will premiere this spring: 
“The Image Maker”(world 
premiere) and “My Kinsman, 
Major Molineux” (New York 
premiere). Other highlights 
include performances by 
Rebel: A Baroque Chamber 
Ensemble, Trio 101, Queens 
College Chamber Orchestra 
(with Charles Neidich), Phillips-

O’Connor-Han Trio, Claremont 
Trio, and the Phillips-Frampton-
Rosen Trio. Check full schedule 
online.
When: March 2, March 23, 
March 30, April 20, April 27, May 
4, May 5, May 6, May 11
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, 
Queens College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 793-8080; jane.
cho@qc.cuny.edu;
Website: www.
kupferbergcenterarts.org

Daniel Bernard Roumain and 
The Mission: Civil Rights 
Reader — Known for fusing 
his classical music roots with 
a myriad of soundscapes, 
Haitian-American artist Daniel 
Bernard Roumain (DBR), is 
a passionately innovative 
composer, performer, violinist, 
and band leader.
When: March 2, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

The Praxis String Quartet 

Across
  1. 
  6. 
10.
13.
14. First part of a tax form
16.
17.
19.
20.
21.
23. Dessert maker Lee
25.
26.
29.
32. Bit of smoke
34.
36. Saving Pvt. Ryan
37.
39.
40.
41.
42.
44.
46. Cut at the mill
47. O’Hara estate
48. Back to school mos.
50.
51.
53. 2003 retirees
55.
58.
62.
63.
65.
66.
67.
68. Alert color?
69.
70.

  1. 
  2. Othello
  3. 
  4. Walrus feature
  5. Request a retrial
  6. 

  7. 
  8. 
  9. 
10.
11. 
12. 1040 expert
15.
18.
22.
24.
26.
27.
28.
30. Divine Comedy author
31.
33. Roam stealthily
35.
38.
43.
45. ‘Who’s there?’ reply
49.

52.
54. The West Wing
55.
56.

57.
59.
60.
61.
62.
64. L. A. time

Asking an incum-
bent member of
Congress to vote for
term limits is a bit
like asking a
chicken to vote for
Colonel Sanders.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
LAST 

WEEK'S 
ANSWERS

 By Bill Deasy (Bill@gfrpuzzles.com)

TimesLedger Newspapers
Mar. 1-7, 2012

 What’s The Big Yolk ?
A

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
— Join us in Forest Hills for 
our next concert with The 
Praxis String Quartet featuring 
Esther Noh (violin), Courtney 
Orlando (violin), Arthur Dibble 
(viola) and Brian Snow (cello). 
Reception to follow.
When: March 3, 7:30 pm
Where: The Church-in-the-
Gardens, 50 Ascan Ave., Forest 
Hills

Monthly Jazz Jam — The 
Flushing Town Hall Jazz 
Jam Series is a unique free 
jam session right here in 
Queens. No need to travel into 
Manhattan, share the stage 
with our Jazz Jam house band 
at monthly jams curated by 
internationally acclaimed 
trumpeter and Queens College 
Professor, Michael Mossman. All 
levels are welcome; just drop 
by and sign in! (btw, we got the 
baby grand, drum kit and the 
house band.)
When: March 7, April 4, May 2 
and June 6, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Organ Recital — By David 
Crean.
When: March 10, 6:15 pm

Where: St. Josaphat’s Roman 
Catholic Church, 34-32 210th St., 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 229-1663

  EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
—  Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: www.bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars/

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of 
Art and MetLife Foundation 
invite families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 
dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park

Contact: (718) 592-9700 

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

In Perpetuum/Forever II — 
The second of a free two-part 
exhibition on the evolution 
of art will be on view. “In 
Perpetuum/Forever II” will show 
how one artist’s work — that 
of Anne Sherwood Pundyk — 
infl uences the creations of 
other artists, writers, musicians 
and dancers. This collaborative 
residency will culminate on 
April 4 with a performance and 
presentation of the artists’ 
works.
When: Through April 24
Where: Queens College Arts 
Center, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-3770
Website: qc.cuny.edu/art_
library/artcenter.html

Black History Art Show — 
Collage work by Edwin G. Cadiz.
When: Through March 30
Where: Long Island City Public 
Library, 37-44 21 St. at 43rd 
Avenue, Long Island City
Contact: www.queenslibrary.
org

Tango 5 Senses — Eight weeks only.
When: Through March 18, Fridays and Saturdays, 
8 pm, Sundays, 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave., Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Snow White and the Seven Dwarves — Artistic 
director Patricia Zaback.
When: March 3, 2 pm
Where: BroadHollow Theatre, 700 Hempstead 
Turnpike, Elmont
Contact: (516) 775-4420
Website: www.broadhollow.org

A Few Good Men — Aaron Sorkin’s hit about 
two marines on trial for serious crimes. Artistic 
director Patricia Zaback.
When: Feb. 29 and March 2 and 3, 8 pm; March 4, 
2:30 pm; Feb. 29, 2 pm
Where: BroadHollow Theatre, 700 Hempstead 
Turnpike, Elmont
Contact: (516) 775-4420
Website: www.broadhollow.org

Awake and Sing! — A poor Jewish family in the 
Bronx in 1933 is struggling to survive through the 
economic chaos of the Depression.
When: March 2, 3, 8 pm; March 3, 2 pm
Where: Zion Espiscopal Church, 243-01 Northern 
Boulevard, Douglaston
Contact: (718) 225-0466

Website: www.zionepiscopal.org

Three-play program — Program by North Shore 
Playwright’s Circle. Three humorous one-act 
plays by producer-directed Ronald Parella. 
“Alarm” by Muriel Lilker, “Golf Widow” by Jesse 
Waldinger, and “Passing the Bar” by Neville 
Grusd.
When: February 29, 7:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: (718) 225-7382; mur22iel@aol.com

Oliver! — By Lionel Bart and Theatre by the Bay.
When: March 3 to March 25, Saturdays 8:30 pm 
and Sundays 3 pm
Cost: $20, $18 seniors, $18 children under 13
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish Center, 13-00 209th 
St., Bayside
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.theatrebythebayny.com

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting — 
Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle of 
Great Neck, this open group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Robin Gorman Newman - robin@
lovecoach.com (516) 732-0911
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DOROTHY MATINALE - BROKER/OWNER
SERVING THE  COMMUNITY FOR OVER 15 YEARS

“THE ONLY STOP FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS”

718-279-4800
RESERVATIONS 

S RD

One Block to LIRR. Pet Friendly (Dogs Welcome).
2BR Lower Sunny Corner Unit, W/D, EIK…$274,000

Lovely 3BR 1.5BTH Colonial with Full Finished Basement and 
Storage Attic. Detached Garage. Patio. Hardwood Floors Throughout. 

Move-In Condition! Quiet Street. School District #26 ...$699,000

Lovely Parkridge Triplex Condo, Full Finished 
Basement, Attic For Storage, Features A Pool, Gym, 

And Parking!...$549,000

SCAN HERE 
FOR DETAILED 
INFORMATION

Fully Renovated High Ranch, 4Bdrm, 3 Full Baths, 2 
Zone Cac And Heating System, New Windows, Large 
Yard W/ Playground. 3 Blocks To LIRR… $898,000

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy. LITTLE NECK CO-OPFLUSHING COLONIAL

 Station Realty proudly supports the Douglaston Village Chamber of Commerce

Gym, Laundry & 1 Block to LIRR 
2BR w/Updated Kitchen ... $238,000 
2BR Overlooking Park ... $259,000
2BR Overlooking Park … $239,000

1BR In Rear Of Building With Updated Kitchen & BTH… $238,000
1BR with Renovated Kit/BTH and All New

Appliances. Access To The Backyard From Bedroom… $199,500
NEW LISTING 2BR w/Terrace and Renovated Kitchen … $242,000

DOUGLASTON CO-OPS
MEET AT OFFICE

Renovated 4Br, 4Baths, Manor Oaks School, Fin Base, 
Det Garage, 60x200, Pool, Deck, Fireplace, 

Central A/C…$799,000

REDUCED Large and Sunny 3BR, 1.5 BTH Co-Op. 
Close to Transportation and Shopping! …. $220,000

REDUCED Charming 4 BR, 1.5 BTH Colonial 
with Original Tin Ceilings and Pumpkin Pine Floors. 
Enclosed Porch and 2 Car Detached Garage. 7,800 

Square Foot Lot. 2 Blocks to LIRR …$749,000

NEW HYDE PARK COLONIAL
13 HEATHER LN.

3BR FLUSHING CO-OP

DOUGLASTON COLONIAL
38-60 DOUGLASTON PKY.

OPEN HOUSE 

SAT 11:00AM–2:00PM

OPEN HOUSE 

SAT 12:00–3:00PM

OPEN HOUSE 

SAT 12:00–3:00PM OPEN HOUSE 

SUNDAY

OPEN HOUSE 

SUN 12:00–2:00PM

NEW LISTING

LITTLE NECK HIGH RANCH
250-46 42 AVE.

BAYSIDE CONDO
228-21 69 AVE.
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main source of revenue 
— declined by 25 percent 
over the last six years. It is 
also required to pay its em-
ployees’ pensions up front, 
which comes with a yearly 
price tag of about $5.5 bil-

lion. 
The USPS alerted the 

postal workers union Feb. 
22 about the decision to 
shutter the College Point fa-
cility, according to a letter 
addressed to the American 
Postal Workers Union.

But according to the 
USPS, the decision is not 
final.

“In keeping with the 

terms of an agreement the 
Postal Service made with 
Congress in December, no 
consolidation or closing of 
any postal facility will oc-
cur prior to May 15, 2012, 
to give Congress and the 
administration the oppor-
tunity to enact an alterna-
tive plan. Implementation 
is also contingent upon the 
outcome of pending rule-

with frontrunner Romney, 
has support from delegates 
loyal to Queens GOP Chair-
man Phil Ragusa.

Ragusa met with Ging-
rich in December when the 
ex-Georgia congressman 
visited Staten Island.

While Ragusa has not 
endorsed any candidate in 
the race, a source familiar 
with his thinking at the 
time said Ragusa was lean-
ing toward backing Ging-
rich.

Robert Hornak, execu-

tive director of the Queens 
GOP, is a Gingrich del-
egate.

So, too, are Robert Bel-
trani and Joseph Kasper, 
who were selected by Ra-
gusa in the past for the 
Queens GOP’s slate of judi-
cial candidates.

The state’s presiden-
tial primary is scheduled 
for April 24, with 92 del-
egates up for grabs on the 
GOP side.

The 92 delegates are 
split between 58 district del-
egates — each presidential 
candidate has two assigned 
delegates per congressional 
district — and 34 at-large 
delegates.

The candidate who 
receives the most votes in 
each congressional district 
wins his two assigned del-
egates. The other delegates 
do not get to go to the con-
vention.

If one of the four can-
didates receives more than 
50 percent of the vote in the 
state, he receives all 34 at-
large delegates. If not, the 
delegates are distributed 
proportionally as long as a 
candidate passes a thresh-
old of 20 percent.

There will be 337 del-
egates chosen on the Dem-
ocratic side April 24, but 
President Barack Obama 
does not have an opponent.

The construction of a 
$4 billion convention center, 

which would be the largest 
of its kind in the country, 
is one of Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s top priorities.

The cost of building 
the center would be paid for 
by Genting, the parent com-

pany of Resorts World.
Resorts World opened 

to great fanfare in No-
vember and about 100,000 
people patronize the casino 
each week.

graduated.
“You do great work and you 

are great people serving a very 
important mission,” said Gale 
Rossides, the TSA deputy admin-
istrator and keynote speaker, to 
the participants.

Those interested in further-
ing their education will take In-
troduction to Criminal Justice 
in the spring, then will continue 
their associate degree with their 
own funds and nine credits.

Elise Torres, a TSA supervi-
sor at JFK, said she left Puerto 
Rico to join the TSA in 2007 be-
cause her sister died in the Sept. 
11, 2001, attacks. She said she 
would often work late at JFK Sat-

urdays and come in to LaGuardia 
College for 9 a.m. Sunday classes.

“All the knowledge I have 
in order to fight the terrorism is 
very important to me,” Torres 
said.

Jamaica resident Terrance 
Brown, who works as an agent 
at LaGuardia Airport, has been 
a part of the TSA since its incep-
tion in 2002. He said he signed up 
for the associates program for the 

opportunities to further his edu-
cation.

“I wanted to play a role in 
keeping our country safe,” Brown 
said.

LaGuardia Airport employ-
ee Sabrina Bojko-Sosa, a Jackson 
Heights resident, used to work in 
an airport bookstore but joined 
the TSA in 2007 at the suggestion 
of an employee who visited her 
store. She said she had always 

been interested in homeland se-
curity and joined the program for 
that reason.

She plans to continue get-
ting her associate degree at La-
Guardia Community College and 
attend the John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice in Manhattan 
for her bachelor’s degree.

“The program definitely 
made it easy as far as juggling our 
work schedules,” she said.

ROP

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 6

Continued from Page 9

Continued from Page 4

Delegates

TSA

Closure

Racino

HONORING STUDENT SCHOLARS
African American Heritage Month Planning Committee Co-Chair Andrew Jackson (l.) joins Queens Borough President Helen 
Marshall (c.) to present scholarships to students (l.-r.) Hakeem Rowe from Martin Van Buren High School in Queens Village, Ayana 
Cole-Price from St. Agnes Academic High School in College Point and Antwan Douglas from Queens High School for Information 
Research and Technology in Far Rockaway. The awards were given out during the AAHM’s annual reception at the Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center last Thursday. Six community leaders were also given achievement awards during the event. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

LIRR riders can check schedules 
on smartphones during tryout

The Long Island Rail 
Road is conducting a tryout 
on the Port Washington line 
of new service to allow rid-
ers to find out train status 
and schedules using their 
own electronic devices.

The LIRR said passen-
gers can get such informa-
tion by logging on to mta.

info/lirr and clicking on 
the “Long Island Rail Road 
Train Time” link.

Train Time is avail-
able on computers at work 
or home and on smart-
phones.

— Philip Newman

CWNY launches support group
The Center for the Women of New York is accept-

ing registration for a new session of its women’s support 
group.

Many women have difficulties due to certain typical 
life transitions. Some of these challenging life transitions 
are looking for or changing jobs, retirement, starting or 
ending important friendships or relationships, preparing 
for marriage or parenthood, coping with adolescents, job 
loss, illness or a death in the family.

This weekly support group for women can help you 
share your concerns and assist you in dealing with your 
situation with greater ease and empowerment.

The support group meets at Queensborough Hall, 
120-55 Queens Blvd., Room 325 in Kew Gardens every 
Thursday from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

To participate, no prior group experience is needed 
and there is no fee. For information and an interview ap-
pointment, call the CWNY at 718-793-0672 or e-mail cen-
terwny@yahoo.com.
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Sports

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Gabe Kilpatrick didn’t 
play a ton of minutes dur-
ing the regular season. 
Legendary Archbishop 
Molloy Coach Jack Curran 
has always had a penchant 
for playing his seniors and 
upperclassmen, the ones 
who have been there before, 
over young players.

Kilpatrick, a sopho-
more, was a victim of the 
numbers game then. But 
not Sunday.

The 6-foot-2 guard had 
a season-high 18 points to 
help lead Molloy to a 73-47 
win over Fordham Prep in 
a CHSAA Class AA inter-
sectional outbracket game 
Sunday at Holy Cross HS 
in Flushing. He stretched 
the defense with a pair of 
three-pointers and was ef-
fective putting the ball in 
the basket — something the 
Stanners (15-11) have strug-
gled with this season.

Curran vowed that 
Kilpatrick’s time riding the 
pine is over as long as Mol-
loy remains alive in these 
playoffs.

“We need him,” Cur-
ran said. “We need him to 
score.”

Kilpatrick was mod-
est when asked if he felt 
his presence and scoring 
ability could give the team 
a lift in the postseason. 
He said the key is just the 
whole team playing well 
and together. Fellow sopho-
more guard C.J. Davis, one 
of the top players in the city 
in his class, wasn’t bashful 
about how important his 
teammate is.

“He’s not deferring to 
anybody anymore,” Davis 
said. “He’s actually shoot-
ing it.”

Davis ended up with 
21 points and five assists 
against Fordham Prep (6-
19). Marko Kozul had 12 

Holy Cross wins it for coach
Flushing school captures Bronx-Queens title over Bishop Loughlin

Sophomore guard 
takes Molloy lead

Molloy’s Gabe Kilpatrick had a season-high 18 points against 
Fordham Prep. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Paul Gilvary didn’t 
have to say a word. The Holy 
Cross players knew some-
thing was wrong. Among 
themselves, they vowed to 
play for their coach, whose 
mother died this week.

“Let’s do this for Coach 
Gil — this could be big,” 
Holy Cross senior forward 
Mairega Clarke said he told 
his teammates. “Everyone 
just came out and gave it 
their all.”

Gilvary’s loss was nev-
er a topic of conversation 
in practice. It didn’t have 
to be.

The senior-laden, sec-
ond-seeded Knights came 
back from an early hole to 
beat No. 5 Bishop Loughlin 
60-57 to win the CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens boys’ 
basketball championship 
Friday night at St. Francis 
Prep in Fresh Meadows. It 
was Holy Cross’ first dioc-
esan title since 2007 — the 
last time it won the inter-
sectional city title — de-
spite making the final five 
of the last seven seasons.

“We knew if we won 
this game, it would be for 
Coach Gil,” senior guard 
Marquise Moore said. 
“Through practice all 
week, that’s what was on 
our minds. That just in-
spired us to come out here 
and play the hardest we’ve 
ever played to come out and 
win this game.”

Moore finished with 
25 points, Clarke and Ed-
die Roscigno had 10 points 
each and Anthony Libroia 
had nine assists and nine 
rebounds. Clarke added 
seven blocks, controlling 

the lane. The Knights now 
head into the intersection-
al playoffs as the top seed 
from Brooklyn/Queens. 
They get a berth into the 
quarterfinals, set for Sun-
day at Fordham University.

“Honestly, at the be-
ginning of the season a 
lot of people didn’t think 
we’d be as good as we are,” 
Clarke said. “We knew we 
had a lot of talent, we just 
had to bring it together and 
not be selfish. That’s what 
we did.”

Loughlin (13-13) led 
22-10 on an Elisha Boone 
basket with 4:07 left in the 
first half. By halftime, Holy 
Cross (22-4) was within 

28-24 and heading into the 
fourth quarter the Knights 
led 41-39. The Lions drew 
even on two Khadeen Car-
rington free throws with 
2:38 left, but that senior ex-
perience took over. Lough-
lin, by contrast, features 
eight sophomores.

“Late fourth quarter 
we all brought it in,” Moore 
said. We said we’re seniors, 
they’re sophomores. They 
got two more years to win 
the championship. We gotta 
do this now.”

Cross actually missed 
four straight free throws 
late, but Loughlin clanked 
10 in the second half as 
well. Carrington made 1-of-

2 to get the Lions within 
58-57 with seven seconds 
left, but Moore made two of 
his own. Carrington’s half-
court heave just missed 
off the side rim as time ex-
pired.

“We really believed it 
was going to go in,” Lough-
lin Coach Ed Gonzalez said. 
“He does that in practice. 
We’ve won a game like that 
before.”

Boone had 18 points, 
Carrington had 16 points 
and Michael Williams 
added 13 for the Lions, who 
will be the No. 2 seed from 
Brooklyn/Queens in the in-
tersectional playoffs. They 

The Holy Cross team celebrates its victory over Bishop Loughlin. Photo by An Rong Xu

Continued on Page 48Continued on Page 48
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46 SFP sophomore guard dings 26 in postseason
BY MARC RAIMONDI

Michael Fields gave a 
glimpse into a possibly bright fu-
ture for St. Francis Prep Sunday 
afternoon.

The sophomore guard poured 
in 26 points to lead the Terriers to 
a 74-66 win over Monsignor Far-
rell in a CHSAA Class AA inter-
sectional outbracket game at Holy 
Cross in Flushing. The 5-foot-9 
Fields eclipsed his career high of 
23 points against Bishop Lough-
lin and ensured St. Francis would 
live to play another day. SFP (9-17) 
moved to play Cardinal Hayes in 
the second round at Christ the 
King.

“[Fields] killed us,” Farrell 
Coach Mike Dunn said. “He’s 
gonna be tough.”

The Terriers could be for the 
next few years, too, with him run-
ning the show. Longtime Coach 
Tim Leary said St. Francis Prep, 
which has strong teams on the 
freshmen and JV levels, could be 
better than it has been in quite 
some time.

“I think for the next two 
years, we’ll probably be better 
than the last five years,” Fields 
said.

A pair of seniors helped 

Fields extend SFP’s season this 
year. Andrew Winter and Darren 
Cordero each scored 16 points. 
With Farrell (10-16) mounting a 
comeback in the fourth quarter, 
Cordero had nine points down the 
stretch. His layup with 20 seconds 

left on a fast break from Fields 
sealed the game after the Lions 
had drawn within 70-66.

“I knew we were gonna win,” 
Fields said. “It was just a feel-
ing.”

Devin Dunn, the coach’s son, 

had 20 points for Farrell, includ-
ing six straight capped by a three-
pointer with 26.2 seconds left to 
make it a two-possession game. 
Connor Nicholson had 10 of his 11 
points in the fourth quarter and 
Jason Murphy added eight for the 

Lions.
“He’s put up with me for four 

years,” Mike Dunn said of his 
son. “He wanted it at the end. He 
was there at the end. I’m proud of 
him.”

Now, St. Francis Prep will 
take on the challenge of Cardinal 
Hayes, coached by SFP graduate 
Joe Lods. Lods has repeatedly 
stated that Leary is one of his 
mentors and Leary said the two 
speak on the phone all the time. 
Normally, the two teams play non-
league games or scrimmages, but 
they didn’t this year.

“It’s fun to see one of our 
guys succeed,” Leary said. “He 
does a good job.”

The decorated head man said 
his team doesn’t have much to 
lose against Hayes. He just wants 
his players to go out, play loose 
and have fun.

In the next couple of years, 
though, St. Francis Prep could 
have a vastly different philoso-
phy this time of year. That will all 
start with Fields.

“He’s very athletic,” Leary 
said. “He has some confidence in 
himself. He’s an athlete.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Following Carolyn Gal-
lagher’s last outing against 
Christ the King two weeks 
ago, the junior star had her 
effort questioned by Molloy 
Coach Scott Lagas.

“Coach got on me and 
yelled at me,” she said. “I 
needed to be yelled at. I just 
kept thinking, ‘This is our 
game.’”

For nearly 3 1/2 quar-
ters, it appeared the Stan-
ners were headed for a 
second-straight loss to the 
Royals and Gallagher, who 
was in foul trouble and was 
in danger of another game 
held below double digits.

The junior forward 
changed all of that quickly 
in an eventual 48-45 win 
over Christ the King in a 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division I girls’ basketball 
third-place tiebreaker last 
Thursday at Bishop Ford.

“When she goes on a 
streak it’s very hard to stop 
her,” Lagas said.

Gallagher scored 
nine of her 13 points in the 
fourth quarter, including 
seven straight following 
a Kamille Ejerta three-
pointer. Molloy (16-8, 8-5) 
trailed 43-32 after a Rayne 
Connell layup with 4:23 
left in the game. The Stan-
ners proceeded to end the 
game on a 16-2 run. Sharp-
shooting sophomore guard 
Nyasha Irizarry dropped 
in 13 points, including the 
go-ahead jumper from the 
left side with 33.4 seconds 
remaining.

“They left me open so 
I was just ready to shoot,” 
she said. “I was happy it 
went in.”

Lauren Nuss, CK’s 
Adelphi-bound guard, 
came up short on a layup 
on the ensuing possession. 
Gallagher calmly made two 

free throws and Sierra Cal-
houn (24 points) missed a 
good look at a three-pointer 
from the left side in the 
closing seconds.

Amani Tatum, who 
was also in foul trouble, 
scored 12 points for Molloy, 

which lost 65-55 in Middle 
Village two weeks ago. 
CK’s Amanni Fernandez 
and Kollyns Scarbrough 
each added five points. La-
gas credited reserve guard 
Sarah Duryea with helping 
stem the tide into the half 

with Gallagher and Tatum 
in foul trouble.

“We knew [shots] had 
to fall eventually,” Gallagh-
er said. “Thank God they 
did eventually in the fourth 
quarter.”

The win gives the 
Stanners the third seed in 
the Brooklyn/Queens Di-
ocesan tournament. Molloy 
can now avoid top-seeded 
Nazareth until the finals.

“It’s a nice perk,” La-
gas said.

Familiar problems 
arose for the Royals after 
a dominant third quarter. 
CK held Molloy to just two 
points and no field goals in 
the frame and grabbed a 39-
29 lead into the fourth.

There, unforced turn-
overs were again an issue 
and for the second straight 
game there wasn’t a second 
scorer behind Calhoun. She 
had a career-high 30 points 
in a loss to Nazareth Feb. 21 

and 22 through three quar-
ters against Molloy.

CK Coach Bob Mackey 
felt his team stopped play-
ing defense the way it did 
for three quarters.

“Somebody’s got to 
step up,” he said. “Someone 
said it in the locker room, 
‘Michael Jordan didn’t win 
with the Bulls by himself.’ 
I think Sierra is the best 
player in the city, but I can’t 
get anybody to step up and 
play. I’m annoyed. I feel like 
I could have done it.”

Gallagher, like she 
has so many times before, 
got it done for the Stanners 
when they needed it most. 
She turned a game that ap-
peared to be slipping away 
into an important win.

“I didn’t think the 
game was not ours,” 
Irizarry said. “I always 
thought that we would win 
the game.”

St. Francis Prep’s Andrew Winter had 16 points to keep his team’s season alive against Farrell. Photo by An Rong Xu

Gallagher redeems self in tie-break comeback victory

Archbishop Molloy’s Carolyn Gallagher scored nine of her 13 points 
in the fourth quarter in a win over CK. Photo by Denis Gostev
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Add another chapter 
to Alexis Panisse’s stellar 
senior season. The Benja-
min Cardozo star turned in 
an exceptional effort to lead 
her team to a sixth-straight 
PSAL indoor track city title 
in a year many thought its 
streak would end.

“All I can say is, what a 
performance,” Judge Coach 
Gail Emmanuel said. “She 
is the best athlete we have 
had. What makes it great 
about her is her attitude.”

The Tennessee-bound 
Panisse took a refuse-to-
lose approach despite her 
teammate, the Miami-
bound Lateisha Philson, 
missing the meet because 
she was running at the 
Brooks PR Invitational in 
Seattle, Wash.

Panisse ran 4800 me-
ters total and was victori-
ous in every race she en-
tered.

Panisse, who turned 
down a chance to go to 
Brooks, won the 3000 and 
1000 meters in times of 
10:03.32 and 2:53.01, re-
spectively. She later pro-
vided the moment of the 
meet when she rallied from 
fourth place and half-lap 
down to rally her team to 
victory in the 4x800 relay 
in 9:36.85 at the Armory 
Saturday. She ran the leg 
in 2:09.

“When I was right 
there you might as well do 
the spring form down the 
straightway, so I did,” Pa-
nisse said. “I just felt we 
did it. I told them we were 
going to win so I wanted to 
do it for them.”

She validated the last-
minute decision to move 
Sabrina Southerland to the 
second slot and Yerin Kim 
into third, keeping Kesha 
Medas King in the lead. 
Cardozo won the meet with 
74 points, second place Port 
Richmond had 51.25 and 

Medgar Evers was third 
with 51.

“People doubted us,“ 
said Panisse, who ran at the 
Foot Locker Cross Country 
National Championships 
and the mile at the Millrose 
Games. “But I said, ‘We are 
not going to lose today.”

Emmanuel admitted 
making a mistake by giv-
ing Philson, the city’s top 
sprinter and hurdler the 
OK to run at Brooks, not re-
alizing it was the same day 
as the city championship 
meet. It provided what the 
coach called the most in-
teresting and rewarding of 
Dozo’s crowns. Throughout 
the meet she said assistant 

coach Ray James kept tell-
ing her, “We got it.”

In addition to Phil-
son’s absence, Southerland 
was disqualified for cutting 
in too soon during the 600, 
a race she was supposed to 
win. The junior made up 
for it by winning the 1500 
in a personal best time of 
4:42.78. The Judges’ 4x200 
team placed a disappoint-
ing third. Teammates 
Akayla Anderson (8.08) and 
Sandreka Bancroft (8.36) 
placed first and second in 
the 55 meter hurdles, re-
spectively.

“I had to do some-
thing good because that 600 
wasn’t so great,” Souther-
land said.

Kadecia Baird won the 
300 with a time of 38.57 and 
ran a stellar anchor lead 
to rally Medgar Evers to a 
win and spot in the state in 
the 4x400 relay, ranked sec-
ond in the state, along with 
teammates Ashley Tasher, 
Ja’Nai Cameron and Paige 
Thompson Charles in 
3:58.66. Baird also had to 
come from behind to win at 
the Millrose Game. Tasher 
was also second in the long 

jump with a leap of 16 feet, 
7 inches, behind Taft’s Jo-
nelle Campbell (16-10.00).

“It doesn’t bother me,” 
Baird said. “I like working. 
I like to pass people.”

Port Richmond sopho-
more Yazmin Wilson-Jones 
ran right with DeWitt Clin-
ton star Brittany Adams 
into the final turn. There 
she exploded and won the 
600 comfortably in a time 
1:35.87. Teammate Katrina 
Hill was the triple jump 
champ with a leap of 36-
09.00.

Truman’s Treasure 
Glymph was the high 
jump champ with a mark 
of 5-02.00 and Desiree Gor-
don took home the shot put 
crown with a toss of 34-
07.75. McKee/Staten Island 
Tech’s Jessica Szela won 
the pole vault in 7-06.00. 
Ji Won Kang of Townsend 
Harris was the 1500 race 
walk champ in a personal 
best time of 7:06.88.

“A lot of the work I 
have been doing at practice 
is how to finish,” Wilson-
Jones said. “Everything 
just worked today.”

Cardozo celebrates its sixth-straight PSAL Girls’ Indoor title. Photo by William Thomas

Francis Lewis celebrates its PSAL Queens indoor title. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Delligatti ends last 
track season strong

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Michael Delligatti 
talked about giving his 
young teammates some-
thing to strive for and live 
up to when he and his fel-
low seniors move on.

“We have young team-
mates now,” Delligatti said. 
“There are not that many 
people to lead the team. 
I just want leave a mark, 
show them this is where we 
are at Francis Lewis.”

He was a big reason 
why that was made pos-
sible.

Delligatti won the 3200 
meters in a time of 10:11.45, 
the 1600 in 4:37.71 and was 
a member of the winning 
4x800 relay team with Dan-
iel Urribarri, Victor Ng and 
Fredis Baires in 8:43.13. He 
pulled away from friendly 
rival Felipe Yanez down 
the back straightaway after 
running side by side most 
of the race.

“The last lap we both 
gunned it,” Delligatti said.

He helped lead the Pa-
triots to their first PSAL 
Queens indoor boys title 
since 2009 at the Armory 
Feb. 20. Lewis scored 98 
points. Bayside was second 
with 71 and Springfield 
Gardens was third with 64.

“It’s really a feather in 
their cap for working hard 
and not giving up,” Patriots 
Coach Ralph Montanaro 
said. “I applaud all of them 
for sticking with it and be-
lieving in me that I could 

bring them a champion-
ship.”

One of those who stuck 
it out was junior John Mar-
tinez. He was unhappy 
with his performance dur-
ing cross country season 
after two successful years. 
Montanaro told him to 
turn things around or it 
might be better to leave the 
team. Martinez won the 600 
with a personal best time of 
1:26.51.

“I’ve come back to 
working hard,” Martinez 
said. “I’ve dedicated myself 
to running. I’ve been try-
ing really hard in practice 
and happy it’s paying off for 
me.”

Adries Mustafa, who 
has been dealing with a 
sprained ankle and shin 
splints, was second in the 
high jump with a leap of 
5-10, behind Forest Hills’ 
Kenneth Yu (6-00). Yu also 
won the 55 hurdles with a 
time of 8.28. Mustafa placed 
second in the shot put with 
a toss of 41-09.75. Edison’s 
Leandro Del Rosario won 
the event in 47-10.00. Lewis’ 
Soon Chang took home the 
pole vault title with a mark 
of 10-06.00.

“We really were doubt-
ing because we lost a lot of 
people from the team from 
last year,” Mustafa said. 
“We were coming into this 
kind of worried we would 
not come in first place. Ev-
erybody came together.”

John Shepherd of Bry-

Panisses keeps up streak
Cardozo senior leads effort for sixth-straight PSAL city title

I just felt we did 
it. I told them we 

were going to 
win so I wanted 

to do it for them.
Alexis Panisse
Cardozo track star

Continued on Page 48
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will also get a berth into 
the quarterfinals, but could 
be on a collision course 
with powerhouse Cardinal 
Hayes in the final eight.

That made the victory 
even bigger for Holy Cross, 
which celebrated vocifer-
ously after the game.

Gilvary didn’t want 
to talk much about his 
mother’s death, but he was 
touched that his players 
would dedicate the victory 
to him.

“It’s not about me,” 
the coach said. “It’s always 
about them. They’re the 
ones that do all the work 
and they’re the ones that 
should reap all the benefits 
and get all the accolades. 
It’s just been a tough week, 

let’s leave it at that.”
Gilvary, who was re-

cently named CHSAA ‘AA’ 
Coach of the Year by league 
coaches, never let any emo-
tions show to his players 
before the game. But he 
was visibly emotional af-
terward.

“There was no sign that 
he was different,” Moore 
said. “He stayed strong for 
us, he stayed strong for the 
team.”

Continued from Page 45

Holy Cross

points and Morrell Gaskins 
was big down low with 12 
rebounds and five blocks. 
Brian Kruger, a dead-eye 
shooter who Curran also 
lauded for his importance, 
added nine points on three 
three-pointers.

Davis and Kilpatrick 
might be sophomores, but 
they’ve played the whole 
season. They can no longer 
be viewed as rookies to var-
sity; perhaps they’re start-
ing to click at the right time 

now.
“I think we’ve learned 

a lot through the whole 
season,” Kilpatrick said. 
“I think we’re a little more 
mature, a little more expe-
rienced.”

Curran, in his 54th 
season on the bench, admit-
ted Kilpatrick didn’t get 
as much playing time as 
he might have needed, be-
cause Molloy went with the 
upperclassmen on the floor 
first. He’ll be a fixture, the 
coach said, from here on 
out.

Fordham, which has 
some young players of its 
own, was led by sophomore 

Jarred Moorer (13 points) 
and senior Jack Becker (8 
points). Coach Kevin Pig-
ott said he’s excited moving 
forward with players like 
Moorer, an athletic big man 
who also plays football, and 
wouldn’t mind giving the 
‘AA’ another try next year 
with a more experienced 
team.

“I’m looking forward 
to it,” Pigott said. “I think 
the kids are looking for-
ward to it.”

Molloy, though, has 
the present to look forward 
to. The Stanners are alive 
in this ‘AA’ draw.

Continued from Page 45

Molloy
ant has been battling a 
hamstring injury since the 
Mayor’s Cup in late Janu-
ary. He was still less than 
100 percent, but used a late 
push in the final 10 meters 
to win the 55 meter dash 
in a time of 6.68, edging 
out John Bowne’s Brandon 
Gooden (6.69). Shepherd 
ran the 300 trials minutes 
later and ended up placing 

second out of the second 
heat in the finals with a 
mark of 37.03.

“I wasn’t expecting 
nothing great,” Shepherd 
said of the 55. “So I under-
stand the way I started. At 
the end I am a 100 meter 
sprinter so I have the sec-
ond burst.”

The 300 winner, Demar 
Malcolm, of Springfield 
Gardens, was unhappy with 
his time of 36.67, wanting to 

go 34. He felt he turned it 
up too late around the final 
curve instead of before it. 
He was also a member of 
the school’s winning 4x400 
relay team along with Lio-
nel Holm, Faygon Deans 
and Jahwun Marshall in 
3:37.90.

Felipe Yanez, of For-
est Hills, took home the 
1000 crown with a mark of 
2:35.07 and Bayside’s Olu-
watobi Shobitan took home 
the long jump crown in 21-
05.00 and the triple jump in 
42-01.00.

Continued from Page 47
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The TimesLedger Newspapers 

has launched a website about 

murders in SE Queens. 

The site includes audio slide-

shows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

For more information visit 

us online. 

HAVE YOU SEEN 

OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark

HAVE YOU HEARD 
SHOTS IN THE DARK?
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2012 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Weekend Service Changes

 
March 3–5, 10–12, 17–19, 24–26, March 31–April 2

12:01 AM Saturdays to 5 AM Mondays

 There will be no  service between Queensboro Plaza  
and Times Sq-42 St for 5 consecutive weekends.

 Take the  at Times Sq-42 St or Queensboro Plaza.

 Take the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av, Court Sq-23 St, 42 St-Port Authority, or Lexington Av/53 St.

  Free shuttle buses replace the  at Queensboro Plaza, Court Sq, Hunters Point Av, and  
Vernon Blvd-Jackson Av stations.

For service to/from:
 Times Sq-42 St: Transfer between the  and the  at Queensboro Plaza.

 42 St-Port Authority: Transfer between the  and the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av.

 5 Av: Transfer between the  and the  at 74 St/Roosevelt Av.

  Grand Central-42 St: Take the  at Queensboro Plaza to Lexington Av-59 St and transfer to the , ,  
or , or take the at 74 St/Roosevelt Av to Lexington Av/53 St and transfer to the .

Court Sq station is closed to allow for replacement of platforms and windscreens, as well as installation of  
components to make the station completely ADA accessible. It will reopen on April 2.

We understand the inconvenience this may cause you, and we will do everything possible to help you get to your 
destination safely and easily. For updated information, look for station posters, visit mta.info to sign up for free 
email or text message alerts, or call 511.
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