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BY REBECCA HENELY

Rankings recently released 
by the magazine Consumer Re-
ports showed poor patient safety 
performance for most city area 

hospitals, but Forest 
Hills Hospital came in 
the third lowest out of 
83.

Based on measures of the 
rates of infection and readmis-
sions and the quality of discharge 

and medication infor-
mation the hospital 
gave to its patients, 
Consumer Reports said 

Forest Hills was 62 percent below 
the national average for patient 
safety.

The North Shore-LIJ Health 
System, which owns the hospital, 
said it was working to better pa-
tient safety and had made strides 
in all the  areas for which they re-
ceived bad marks since the data 
was collected.

Continued on Page 16

Forest Hills Hospital ranks low
New nationwide report puts health care provider at bottom of borough

Gibbons’ Home
reopens doors as 
George’s legacy

BY PHIL CORSO
 
It has been almost five 

months since former Gibbons’ 
Home bar owner George Gibbons 
Jr. died in a wrong-way car crash, 
and even though the bar has since 
reopened under new family man-
agement, there are still remind-
ers throughout the spot of the 
man who created it.

“The entire place is a remind-
er of George’s personality and 
his zest for life,” said Bernadette 
Gibbons, his sister. “Through the 
signs and atmosphere provided 
in the Gibbons’ Home, George’s 
memory, heart and life will never 
be far from our minds and the 
minds of everyone who enters 
through the front door.”

Gibbons was killed Oct. 15 
in an alleged hit-and-run acci-
dent involving 36-year-old Peter 
Rodriguez, who is facing several 
felony charges and was due back 
in court March 23.

Rodriguez was allegedly 
driving the wrong way on the 
Long Island Expressway near 
58th Road shortly after Gibbons 
had closed his bar for the night 
before he hit the Lincoln livery 
cab in which Gibbons was riding, 
police said. Gibbons was taken to 
Elmhurst Hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead on arrival. He 
was 37.

Police said that Rodriguez 

Page 30

Meeks faces challenge 
from Turner for seat
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SEA OF GREEN

Dancers from O’Malley Irish Dance Academy in Breezy Poing move in step down Rockaway Beach Boulevard during the 37th-annual Queens County St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in Rockaway. See more photos on Page 51 and Sunnyside parade on page 2. Photo by Christina Santucci

Full story
PAGE 9



FH

2
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, M
AR

. 8
-14

, 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

 IN THIS ISSUE  HOW TO REACH US 
Police Blotter ........................................................ 8

Editorials & Letters ....................................... 10-11

Dishing with Dee .................................................12

Queens Line ..........................................................12

QGuide ........................................................... 25-28

The Play’s the Thing ..........................................26

Focus on Queens ................................................36

Borough Beat ......................................................38

Sports ............................................................. 41-43

Classified ......................................................45-50

FOREST HILLS LEDGER RIDGEWOOD LEDGER HOWARD BEACH TIMES (USPS#025128) is published weekly by News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc., 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY.11361, (718) 229-0300. The entire contents of this publication 
are copyright 2011. All rights reserved. The newspaper will not be liable for errors appearing in any advertising beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. Periodicals postage paid at Flushing, N.Y. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to the Forest Hills Ledger Ridgewood Ledger Howard Beach Times C/O  News Community Newspaper Holdings Inc. 41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, N.Y. 11361

 Copyright©2011 Queens Publishing Corp. 

 MAIL:  41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361 
 PHONE:  Display Advertising: (718) 260-4521 — Editorial: (718) 260-4545 
 FAX:  Editorial (718) 224-2934  —  Display: (718) 224-5821 
 Classified: (718) 260-2549 
 E-MAIL:    Editorial: timesledgernews@cnglocal.com 
  Display Advertising: llindenauer@cnglocal.com 
  Classified: classified@cnglocal.com 
 TO SUBSCRIBE: Call (718) 260-4521   

BY JOE ANUTA

The LGBT marchers 
at Sunnyside’s St. Pat’s for 
All Parade are still not wel-
come at other celebrations 
around the city , but they 
were recognized by a gov-
ernment official from the 
Emerald Isle who joined 
prominent city officials 
and marched with the di-
verse crowd.

Sunday afternoon 
marked the 13th year of 
the celebration, which was 
started in 2000 after sever-
al openly gay groups were 
excluded from marching in 
parades in other boroughs.

But it also marked the 
first time the Irish govern-
ment joined the march, ac-
cording to Brendan Fay, an 
activist and original orga-
nizer of the event.

“The reputation of this 
parade is inspiring people 
in Ireland,” an ecstatic Fay 
said in-between cheering 
from some of the nearly 100 
groups that participated in 
the procession.

Kathleen Lynch made 
the trip from Dublin. She 
is the Irish government’s 
minister of state, Depart-
ment of Health and Depart-
ment of Justice, Equality 
and Defence.

And even Ireland’s 
president, Michael Higgins, 
recently sent his regards to 
the marchers, according to 
Fay. Noel Kilkenny, the con-
sul general of Ireland who 
was also at the Sunnyside 
event, said that in Ireland 
parades in larger cities of-
ten accept gay, lesbian and 

transgender groups.
He recalled a particu-

lar parade in the city of 
Cork in the early 1990s.

“First prize went to 
a gay pride group for best 
float,” he said.

Sunday’s parade had 
no shortage of LGBT groups 
like the Queens Pride 
Committee, who proudly 
marched along with bag-
pipers and groups like the 
Irish Language Speakers 
of New York, who study 
Gaelic, or the Brehon Law 
Society, which focuses on 
litigation issues in the Em-
erald Isle.

Occupy Queens and 
Occupy Astoria were 

among the marchers, as 
were colorful Bolivian 
dancers, a selection which 
according to Fay exempli-
fies the inclusiveness that 
typifies the annual Sunny-
side event.

Diversity can be found 
in the parades of Queens 
and Ireland, according to 
Kilkenny, but the issue of 
gay marchers in the large 
Manhattan St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade is a matter for 
the courts.

Kilkenny was refer-
ring to two civil court cases 
in federal and state courts 
that were filed in the 1990s 
against the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians, the conser-

vative Irish group that par-
ticipates in running the an-
nual 5th Avenue parade.

The court upheld the 
parade organizers’ rights 
to include or exclude who-
ever they want, according 
to Fay.

But he is often asked 
why St. Pat’s for All does 
not file for a permit for the 
same time and place as the 
traditional 5th Avenue pa-
rade.

“It’s weighed on my 
mind, it has,” he said. 
“Why reinforce the conflict 
of this? People are decided 
with their hearts and their 
feet.”

BY REBECCA HENELY

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) and state 
Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
have introduced legislation 
into both houses that Per-
alta said could help fight 
crimes that begin in Queens 
and spread throughout the 
tri-state area.

“Fake IDs is one of the 
biggest issues at hand on 
Roosevelt Avenue,” Peralta 
said.

The new legislation 
would increase the punish-
ment for the sale of fake 
IDs. While manufacturers 
of false documents can get 
up to 15 years in prison, 
sellers only face a maxi-
mum of seven years in pris-
on. Peralta’s bill, which has 
been sponsored by Moya in 
the Senate, would make the 
charges equal.

“We want to curtail it,” 
Peralta said.

The senator said the 
distribution of forged docu-

ments such as passports, 
drivers’ licenses and Social 
Security cards runs ram-
pant on Roosevelt Avenue. 
He said it is one of the many 
issues that plague the com-
mercial strip, including 
prostitution, illegal bars 
and illegal vendy opera-
tions.

“Roosevelt Avenue has 
become the new old Times 
Square,” Peralta said.

The senator said the 
operation is so sophisticat-
ed that forgers on Roosevelt 
Avenue acquire the tech-
nology to imitate the latest 
security features months 
after they are implemented, 
leading customers through-
out the greater New York 
area to come to the com-
mercial strip to buy them. 
He said many people would 
not be able to identify if the 
IDs were fake unless they 
were an expert.

“It’s an amazing thing 
that they do,” Peralta said, 
“and yet it really puts the 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (back c.) squeezes in between dancers from The Keltic Dreams. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Ireland attends boro parade
Irish minister of state marches in Sunnyside’s St. Pat’s for All

Roosevelt in Jax Hts
fake ID hotbed: Pol 

Assemblyman Francisco Moya (l.) and Sen. Jose Peralta (r.) have 
introduced bills to increase the maximum penalty for those who 
sell fake IDs from seven to 15 years in prison.

Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 16
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GIVE THE GIFT OF TRAVEL 
(or keep it for yourself)

Travel 
Services 

Representative

THE TRAVEL CENTER
95-20 63rd Road, Suite F,  Rego Park, NY 11374

$100
OFF your next Travel Center 

American Express Vacation Package*
* Must be booked by 3/31/12. Some restrictions apply.

Vandals scrawl hate signs on Maspeth house of worship
Star of David, swastika and other symbols painted on Trinity St. Andrews Lutheran Church
BY PHIL CORSO

 
A Maspeth pastor ar-

rived at work last week 
to find five separate acts 
of hate-driven vandalism 
throughout different areas 
of the church, including 
one Star of David with a 
swastika inside.

Pastor Terrence L. We-
ber, of the Trinity St. An-
drews Lutheran Church, at 
60-06 60th Ave. in Maspeth, 
said Feb. 29 he was sur-
prised to find the markings 
in silver paint when he ap-
proached the church’s of-
fice door.

“That was a red light,” 
Weber said. “I thought it 
was odd because I’ve been 
here for 18 years and never 
had any kinds of problems 
like this.”

After seeing the first 
vandalized office door, We-
ber said he patrolled the 

church property to find 
four additional markings 
throughout the property, 

which spans an entire 
block.

While circling the 

property, Weber said he 
found a second Star of Da-
vid on the door of his parish 

house accompanied by the 
words “Christ” and “Thor.” 
He also said he discovered 
unknown initials on anoth-
er door, more initials on the 
house’s window alongside 
a picture of a bomb, and a 
pornographic picture with 
accompanying lettering on 
another nearby door.

“I don’t feel it was a 
professional job,” Weber 
said. “It was probably some 
delinquent trying to ex-
press himself. If it wasn’t 
us, it could have been an-
other church to get hit.”

Weber said police 
responded quickly to the 
report. But as of Tuesday 
evening there had been no 
arrests, police said.

The 104th Precinct’s 
community affairs officer 
did not return calls seeking 
further information.

The 113-year-old 
church was caught off 

guard by the graffiti, We-
ber said, and he had no rea-
son to expect any political-
ly driven or hateful acts of 
vandalism on its property.

“We’ve been a very 
good neighbor,” Weber 
said. “We have very good 
relationships with the com-
munity.”

But the graffiti still 
played a part in showing 
the evolving makeup of the 
surrounding community, 
Weber said.

“Things are chang-
ing,” Weber said. “It’s not 
like it was 20 years ago.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.A Star of David with a swastika was found painted on the door at Trinity St. Andrews Lutheran 

Church. Photo courtesy Terrence Weber Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
A mother is grieving and 

13 youths have been arraigned 
following a fatal South Jamaica 
shooting Friday that sparked an 
outpouring of support from the 
community and a call for over-
sight hearings in City Hall.

The cold-blooded murder 
capped a series of shootings that 
had played out across southeast 
Queens since the summer and 
allegedly in-
volved some 
of the youth-
ful suspects 
charged in the killing of 18-year-
old Darryl Adams early Friday 
morning in the housing project 
known as 40 Projects.

One elected official was 
haunted by the thought that the 
killing could have been prevented 
if the city had moved the victim’s 
family to a safer neighborhood.

At about 12:30 a.m. Adams 
was gunned down outside South 
Jamaica Houses near the corner 
of 107th Avenue and 159th Street, 
police said. The shooting oc-
curred about seven months after 
Adams survived a bullet wound 
he received in St. Albans.

Immediately after the first 
shots were fired, an officer op-
erating a surveillance camera 
captured Adams running along 
a sidewalk and collapsing on the 
ground. The footage then showed 
two men walk by, and one of them 
fire again while Adams was on 
the ground.

Seconds later, an unmarked 
police car arrived on the scene 
and arrested two teenagers: 
16-year-old Alexander Burgess 
and 19-year-old Sean Barnhill. 
They were charged with mur-
der and criminal possession of a 
weapon.

Shanta Merritt does not 
know whether Friday’s murder 
of her son was related to the ear-
lier incident  when he was shot, 
but police have started making 
connections to other southeast 
Queens shootings.

The NYPD said Saturday it 
had raided a Rosedale house at 
142-19 Hook Creek Blvd. and made 
11 other arrests that were related 
to Friday morning’s shooting.

On the same day, the NYPD 
said it had charged both Burgess 
and Barnhill with earlier at-
tempted murders in two separate 

incidents in southeast Queens.
Out of the 11 other youths ar-

rested at the Rosedale house, two 
were charged with the same at-
tempted murders.

One of the teens, 17-year-old 
Dontaye Goines, along with Bur-
gess, allegedly shot a man Feb. 25, 
according to the NYPD. 

Another, 17-year-old Romain 
Brady, along with Barnhill, is ac-
cused of shooting a man March 1, 
according to the NYPD. 

Also in the house were eight 

other young men, including two 
minors, and a young woman.

When police recovered five 
handguns from the premisis, all 
of them were charged with crimi-
nal possession of a weapon, police 
said.

A day later, Adam’s mother 
was outside their apartment com-
plex at South Jamaica Houses, 
neatly placing rows of candles 
along a window sill in a memorial 
to her son and hugging some of 
the friends and family who came 

to pay their respects.
Adams was active in several 

basketball programs, including 
the Police Athletic League, where 
her son helped members of the 
NYPD’s 103rd Precinct win ball 
games on the court.

“Half the 103rd Precinct 
knew my son,” she said.

Adams was also in the pro-
cess of getting his GED in order 
to accept a sports scholarship 
at SUNY, his mother said. On 
the day of the murder he was set 

to talk to a guidance counselor 
about the test.

Instead his mother had to 
start making plans for his fu-
neral.

The video and news of the 
shooting stunned City Council-
man Reuben Wills (D-Jamaica), 
who had been helping Merritt get 
a transfer after her son was shot 
over the summer.

“My entire office was taken 
aback by it,” he said. “They were 

Wave of violence ends in murder 
South Jamaica teen gunned down against backdrop of shootings tied to one group by police

CHECK FOR UPDATES 
AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Police allege two suspects depicted in the surveillance video (l.) killed Darryl 
Adams. In connection with the shooting, police searched a Rosedale home and 
found five guns (above), according to the NYPD. Images courtesy NYPD

Darryl Adams speaks about being shot during an interview in the hospital last year. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 40
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Robert Moses coached 

Darryl Adams for two years 
as a point guard in a youth 
basketball league, and he 
said the young man from 
Jamaica, who was shot and 
killed last week, was a good 
kid who was trying his best 
despite growing up in a 
rough area.

Adams, 18, was a junior 
at Thomas Edison Career 
Technical Education High 
School in Jamaica, where 
Moses also coached the 
school’s basketball team, 
the Edison Inventors.

“I’ve known him since 
he was a freshman at Edi-
son,” he said. “He made 
the team, but he didn’t play 
varsity.”

Moses said Adams was 
enthusiastic about basket-
ball, and he often forsook 
his academic work for the 
game.

“I spoke to him pretty 

much every day. I’d see him 
at school and we’d talk. 
He would come to varsity 
games and attend a couple 
of practices. A couple of 
times I had to tell him to 
go home and study,” he re-
called.

Moses coached Adams 
on the New York Black-
hawks, a nonprofit Ama-
teur Athletic Union youth 
basketball team in Jamai-
ca.

“We play every spring 
and summer. I’ve been run-
ning it for 10 years,” Mo-
ses said. “We deal with all 
types of kids from single-
parent to both parents. He 
happens to be one of the 
kids from a rough area.”

Moses said Adams’s 
father was absent and he 
tried to fill that role for the 
young man.

“I treated him like 
he was a son of mine. His 
father wasn’t around and 

A memorial for Darryl Adams at the South Jamaica Houses includes 
three basketballs and dozens of candles. Photo by Christina Santucci

Mother tried to move away
Told by Housing Authority two police reports needed, she says

BY JOE ANUTA

After Shanta Merritt’s 
son was shot in June, she 
took the police report to the 
city and requested a trans-
fer out of South Jamaica 
Houses to protect her fam-
ily, but the New York City 
Housing Authority told her 
she needed at least two po-
lice reports before it could 
take any action.

Now she has the sec-
ond.

Darryl Adams, 18, was 
shot again early Friday 
morning, only this time 
he did not live. And amid 
his mother’s grief is anger 
at the city for not trying to 
place her family in safer 
housing sooner.

“I told them I can’t live 
here no more,” she said. 
“They denied me.”

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) said 
that in response to Adams’ 
death he is preparing to 
hold an investigation in 
April as to why Merritt’s 
request for a transfer took 
so long.

“We getting to ready to 
have an oversight hearing 
because of this and other 
incidents with NYCHA not 
getting this process done as 
expeditiously as possible,” 

he said. “This is a tragedy.”
A spokesperson for 

NYCHA did immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment.

The city did eventu-
ally offer Merritt a transfer 
six days before her son was 
shot, but she said it was in 
a housing project in Har-
lem that seemed even more 

dangerous than the one she 
was currently living in, so 
she turned it down.

According to NYCHA 
documents about the emer-
gency transfer program, it 
provides the service to vic-
tims of domestic violence, 
victims of crimes and wit-
nesses who cooperate with 
law enforcement.

“NYCHA does not 
guarantee that a trans-
fer application will be ap-
proved, nor do we guaran-
tee how long it will take to 
process a transfer applica-
tion,” the agency said in the 
document. “Because differ-
ent boroughs have different 
numbers of families waiting 
for available apartments, 
NYCHA cannot guarantee 
how long it will take before 
an apartment reassignment 
is made. However, qualified 
applicants who are willing 
to be flexible about their 
borough choice may be 
moved more quickly.”

Earlier this year NY-
CHA said it had 161,000 peo-
ple waiting for public hous-
ing and 120,000 waiting for 
Section 8 housing, which is 
subsidized housing outside 
of a project.

According to Wills, 
NYCHA’s policy should be 
less vague and the agency 
should have done more to 
put Adams and her family 
in safe housing after the 
initial shooting over the 
summer.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Shanta Merritt, Darryl Adams’ mother, hugs Michael Joyner. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Adams showed skill 
on basketball court

Mr T from IS 231 says:

I’m really sorry to hear about Darryl. He was my student and was 
a very funny young man. He would always tell me that “ when he 
blew up he would never forget me”. We would have a laugh over that. 
I pray for his family that God will give them strength at this most 
difficult time.

Shelly from Southside says:

I texted you this morning hoping you would text back. I couldn’t be-
lieve I was just talking to you yesterday...R.I.P. Darryl.

Basketball Mom from St. Albans says:

I knew you since junior high, you were alway so soft spoken, love the 
game. hate to see you leave so soon. My son has known you from junior 
high to high. love seeing you play. you will be miss Big D

Comments reprinted from www.TimesLedger.com

Readers leave messages of love

Continued on Page 40
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Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations of New Yorkers the freshest milk in the city
from local New York farms. As NYC’s only dairy, our family�owned
company has remained committed to
staying right here in the community.

We provide jobs to local residents, deliver
nutritious milk to public schools, and go out
of our way to distribute products to your
neighborhood corner store, something many
bigger companies simply won’t do. That
means when you buy our fresh, local milk,
your dollars go back to the people and places
you care about most.

Elmhurst Dairy—the feel�good choice that’s also fresh!

718�526�3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

Local New York Milk.
Farm�Fresh and Family�Owned.

Buy local.

Bloomberg fails on public schools: UFT head
BY RICH BOCKMANN

United Federation of 
Teachers President Mi-
chael Mulgrew may have 
just gone through a rough 
few days following the 
publication of teacher data 
reports , but on Leap Day 
he said there were only 22 
months and one day left 
in the administration of 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
whom he criticized for 10 
years of mismanagement of 
the city’s schools.

“Why couldn’t we get 
a leap year in 2014?” he 
asked a packed auditorium 
at PS 69, at 77-02 34th Ave., 
Feb. 29 during City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm’s (D-
Jackson Heights) “The Real 
Deal” town hall meeting.

Dromm, who was a 
UFT chapter leader for 16 
years and a delegate for 
nine, introduced Mulgrew 
as “your best friend in the 
business” to deafening ap-
plause from the teachers 

and parents who attended 
the meeting to discuss the 
management of the public 
school system, notably the 
recent release of the city 
Department of Education’s 
teacher evaluation reports.

“I say shame on 
[Bloomberg] for releasing 
these scores,” Mulgrew 
said, and he characterized 
the move as an act of des-
peration from the mayor 
after a decade of unsuccess-
ful polices he said included 
failing to build more class-
rooms, closing schools, 
alienating parents and sti-
fling educators.

Sonya Gimondo, a 
teacher at PS 234 in Astoria 
and a UFT chapter leader, 
said the evaluation reports 
of some of her colleagues 
were plagued with clerical 
inaccuracies. She said par-
ents already have a way to 
measure how effective their 
children’s teachers are.

“Report cards serve 
that purpose,” said Gimon-

do, who lamented the loss of 
physical education and the 
arts in schools.

Mulgrew and Dromm 
said the mayor’s bureau-
cratic, business-minded 
educational polices that 
threatened school closures 
based on quantitative mea-
sures of schools, teachers 
and students had incentiv-
ized cheating, narrowed 
curriculum and demoral-
ized teachers.

“The focus on testing 
is madness,” the council-
man said. “Stop this obses-
sion with testing!”

Dromm, a member 
of the Council Education 
Committee, said the solu-
tions to fixing a broken 
education system should 
include decreasing class 
sizes, focusing on early 
childhood education and 
care and addressing the 
factors that lead to family 
homelessness and poverty.

Mulgrew said 
Bloomberg had created 

a relationship of broken 
trust and claimed that edu-
cation policy could never 
be changed under “these 
people.” He said the union 
was working to negotiate 
a new teacher evaluation 
system, 60 percent of which 
will be based on classroom 
observation, 20 percent on 
testing and 20 percent to be 
decided between the UFT 
and the DOE.

He said evaluations 
should take into account 
things such as students’ 
homework and research 
papers and conceded that 
there must be a way to iden-
tify teachers, no matter 
how well-meaning, who fail 
to help students progress.

“If someone can’t get 
better, they have to leave 
the system,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Michael Mulgrew speaks at a town hall meeting in Jackson 
Heights. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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WORLD-CLASS SPORTS AND 
ENTERTAINMENT IS BACK  

IN BROOKLYN

COLLEGE  
BASKETBALL

PROFESSIONAL 
BOXING

FAMILY 
SHOWS

LIVE 
CONCERTS

Be there when the world’s finest in sports and entertainment arrive at 
Barclays Center this September. Visit barclayscenter.com to learn more.

facebook.com/barclayscenter @barclayscenter

BROOKLYN 
NETS
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ROSEDALE — A Rockaway man was 
killed when the car he was driving rear 
ended a box truck Sunday, police said.

Joseph Brown, 29, of 51-15 Almeda 
Ave., was killed while driving a white Nis-
san Maxima around 4 a.m., according to 
the NYPD.

Brown was traveling with three pas-
sengers southbound on Rockaway Boule-
vard near Brookville Boulevard, accord-
ing to the NYPD.

He was in the middle lane when he hit 
a white Mitsubishi box truck ahead of him, 
police said.

EMS arrived on the scene and pro-
nounced Brown dead, according to the 
NYPD.

The three passengers, along with the 

driver of the box truck, were all taken to 
Jamaica Hospital Medical Center and list-
ed in stable condition, police said.

No criminality is suspected, police 
said.

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic
for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15%
(Gold), and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may
vary. Balance transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for 
Cash Advances for all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00
or 3% of the amount of each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum
and Gold and is either $1.00 or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater 
(maximum $30.00), for Classic. There is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic,
Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars.
Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Federally insured by NCUA

helps you get back 
on your feet.

 A low-rate  
MCU VISA® Card

Consolidate your debt and 
save with an MCU Visa Card! 
Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go 
to nymcu.org to apply today!

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

REGULAR RATES FROM
9.15% TO 11.15% APR*

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

POLICE 

Blotter

LONG ISLAND CITY — Police were 
asking for the public’s assistance in locat-
ing a man, who they said swiped an unat-
tended pocketbook from a mechanic in 
Long Island City last month.

The suspect went into the Central Col-
lision auto repair shop, at 10-12 36th Ave., 
at about 7 a.m. Feb. 15 and stole the purse 
from a desk, according to the NYPD.

Police said the bag contained a wallet, 
cash and credit cards. About 15 minutes 
later, the man tried unsuccessfully to use 
an American Express card that had been 

inside the pocketbook at an ATM less than 
a mile away, police said.

The suspect is described as black and 
was wearing blue jeans, a dark, puffy jack-
et and a black winter cap with ear flaps, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

Anyone with information is asked to 
call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-8477 or 
submit a tip by logging on to Crime Stop-
pers’ website at nypdcrimestoppers.com. 
Those with information can also text their 
tips to CRIMES (274637) and then enter 
TIP577. All calls are confidential.

Thief steals pocket book with cash, cards: Police

RICHMOND HILL — A Bronx man 
pilfered money out of a church collection 
box for months before repenting Christmas 
Eve when confronted by a priest, according 
to the criminal complaint from the Queens 
district attorney.

Priests at the Holy Child Jesus Ro-
man Catholic Church noticed their weekly 
donations were about $100 short between 
May and December of last year, according 
to the documents.

The holy men told NYPD officers that 
Joseph Azzurro, 56, of the Bronx, would 
suspiciously stop by the church during 
peak attendance periods when donations 

were highest and could be observed near 
locked collection boxes, which later ap-
peared to have been tampered with, ac-
cording to DA documents.

On Christmas Eve last year, one priest 
heard the sound of metal scraping near one 
of the collection boxes and upon investigat-
ing found Azzurro, who immediately fell to 
his knees and said, “Bless me Father, for I 
have sinned,” according to the DA.

After Azzurro was cuffed and charged 
with possession of burglary tools, crimi-
nal mischief and attempted theft, donation 
levels returned to normal, according to DA 
documents.

Collection box thief sees the light: Brown

JACKSON HEIGHTS — A 21-year-old 
man who may have been drinking was 
found dead along Roosevelt Avenue early 
Sunday morning, according to the NYPD.

At about 1:45 a.m., police responded to 
a call of a man who was possibly intoxicat-
ed between 86th and 87th streets, accord-

ing to the NYPD.
The man was unresponsive, and after 

EMS arrived was transported to Elmhurst 
Hospital, where he was pronounced dead, 
police said.

The medical examiner will attempt to 
determine the cause of death.

Young man found dead on Roosevelt Avenue

Police tape hangs from the divider on Rockaway 
Boulevard in Rosedale, where a 29-year-old Far 
Rockaway man was killed in a car accident. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Rockaway man dies when car crashes into truck
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BY REBECCA HENELY
 
A spokesman for North Shore-

LIJ Health System said the hospital 
was committed to improvement after 
Consumer Reports released a rank-
ing of New York City area hospitals 
that put Forest Hills Hospital at 62 
percent below the national average in 
hospital safety.

The hospital, at 102-01 66th Road, 
was the third worst on a ranking of 81 
hospitals in the city and surrounding 
region. Consumer Reports put all but 
five area hospitals below the national 
average for hospital safety based on 
the rate of infections, readmissions 
and the thoroughness of information 
the hospital provided to its patients 
on discharge and medications.

A spokeswoman from Consumer 
Reports said the time frames for the 
various measures vary. 

“Whenever information con-
tained in the various ‘hospital report 
cards’ identifies a quality issue, we 
are already aware of it and work-
ing aggressively to resolve it,” North 
Shore said in a statement.

Consumer Reports is a magazine 
and website that reviews products 
and services, and the research for city 
hospitals was done through data sub-
mitted by the hospitals, billing data 
and a survey by Hospital Consumer 
Assessment of Healthcare Providers 
and Systems.

North Shore said that in 2010 
Forest Hills Hospital’s infection rates 
were average for the state as a whole 
and that the hospital’s recent data has 
shown improvements along all four 
lines.

Forest Hills Hospital was not the 
only Queens-area hospital that placed 
poorly on Consumer Reports’ rank-
ings last month; three others ranked 
in the top 10 worst for hospital safety. 
Brooklyn’s Wyckoff Heights Medical 
Center, which serves many patients 
from southwest Queens, ranked sixth 
lowest at 59 percent below the nation-
al average. Jamaica Hospital came in 
ninth at 57 percent below the national 
average.

Other hospitals which came in 
below the national average included 
Flushing Hospital at 52 percent, St. 
John’s Episcopal Hospital in Far Rock-
away at 48 percent, New York Hospital 
Queens in Flushing at 43 percent and 
Long Island Jewish Medical Center in 
New Hyde Park at 26 percent.

“It is my understanding that 
some of the information in the report 
is somewhat dated and that some situ-

ations are now improved,” Borough 
President Helen Marshall said in an e-
mailed statement about the rankings. 
“Without seeing the entire report, we 
cannot comment further.”

New York Hospital Queens re-
leased a statement in which it said it 
was constantly working to improve 
and had made many achievements in 
care in 2011.

“In 2012, we can anticipate that 
there may be more quality reporting 
requirements by regulatory agencies 
and there is a constant need for staff 
education and training regarding pa-
tient safety,” the hospital said.

State Assemblyman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows), chairman 
of the Subcommittee on Workplace 
Safety, said hospitals in the city have 
to deal with high volumes of patients, 
many of whom are uninsured or 
whose first language is not English.

But he said that makes diligence 
about safety all the more important.

“I hope the hospital industry puts 
a much greater emphasis on patients’ 

safety than they are clearly doing,” he 
said.

State Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-St. 
Albans) was more critical in a state-
ment.

“It is completely unacceptable 
with modern technology being what it 
is that any hospital would fare below 
excellent,” he said.

Consumer Reports said four 
Queens hospitals did not have enough 
data to allow them to be rated: 
Elmhurst Hospital Center, Queens 
Hospital Center in Jamaica Hills, 
Peninsula Hospital Center in Far 
Rockaway and Mt. Sinai Hospital 
Queens in Astoria.

The data Consumer Reports did 
collect showed Elmhurst had poor 
ratings on readmissions and informa-
tion about medications; Queens Hos-
pital had poor ratings on infections 
and information about discharges and 
medications; and Peninsula had poor 
ratings information about discharges 
and medications, but got a high rating 
on infection prevention.

Forest Hills Hospital came in third worst on a Consumer Reports ranking of city area hos-
pitals’ patient safety.

Grover Cleveland High School in Ridgewood is one of Queens’ low-
est performing schools the city Department of Education is pro-
posing to close.

DOE to shut down 
2 boro high schools

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The city Department of 

Education has announced 
plans to close two strug-
gling Queens high schools, 
and more of the same was 
expected for the borough’s 
other six  lowest perform-
ing high schools.

At a meeting in Brook-
lyn, the controversial city 
Panel for Education Poli-
cy was scheduled to vote 
April 26 on whether or not 
to close Grover Cleveland 
High School in Ridgewood 
and William Cullen Bryant 
High School in Astoria at 
the end of the school year 
and replace both with new 
schools for 2012-13.

The PEP has never vot-
ed against closing a school.

At the beginning of the 
year, there were nine Per-
sistently Lowest Achieving 
high schools in Queens re-
ceiving federal School Im-
provement Grants, but the 
state started to withhold 
those funds after the DOE 
and the United Federation 
of Teachers failed to reach 
an agreement on a new 
teacher evaluation system 
by Jan. 1.

Earlier this month, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo bro-
kered a statewide deal on 
a framework for a teacher 
evaluation system, but 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and UFT President Michael 
Mulgrew said plans for 
the city’s PLA schools re-
mained a sticking point.

In his State of the City 
address, Bloomberg an-
nounced his plans to close 

the PLA schools . While the 
DOE noted both schools 
showed positive trends in 
student progress between 
2008 and 2010, it cited de-
clining metrics in student 
performance  last year and 
an immediate need to re-
place what it deemed to be 
poor teachers as reasons 
for closure.

The city was also ex-
pecting to announce plans 
to close Newtown HS in 
Elmhurst, Flushing HS, 
August Martin HS in Ja-
maica, Richmond Hill HS, 
John Adams HS in Ozone 
Park and Long Island City 
HS.

Grover Cleveland, at 
21-27 Himrod St., was cited 
for closure due to a four-
year graduation rate of 58 
percent, which put it in the 
bottom 20 percent of city 
schools, and an 81-percent 
attendance rate, which is 
in the bottom 17 percent of 
high schools. 

But the school did 
show progress in increas-
ing the number of students 
who graduate in six years 
and for helping an above-
average number of students 
in first-year credit accumu-
lation.

A spokesman for City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage) said her office was 
“totally opposed” to closing 
the school, and would be 
working with Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and city Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Walcott 
to keep it open.

First-year credit accu-

Qns. hospitals rank poorly
Consumer Reports says facilities need to work on safety issues

Continued on Page 40
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THE POT BUST TRICK
City Councilman Daniel Dromm is locking horns 

with the mayor over the NYPD’s handling of marijuana 
arrests.

According to data that he cited, 50,683 people in the 
city were arrested for the lowest level of marijuana pos-
session in 2011. More people have been arrested under 
Bloomberg’s administration than under Mayors Koch, 
Dinkins and Giuliani combined. More than 86 percent of 
those arrested were black or Latino.

In 1977, the state classified marijuana possession 
of 25 grams or less for personal use as a violation. That 
means the person in possession of the pot does not get a 
criminal record.

But there is a catch. If the marijuana is in public 
view, it becomes a misdemeanor. When a police officer 
orders a suspect to empty his or her pockets, a violation 
can become a misdemeanor.

There are strong arguments on both sides on the 
marijuana debate. But Dromm is right: Police should not 
be using a trick to turn a violation into a misdemeanor.

TAKING OUT TRASH
In case anyone thought the death of John Gotti and 

the alleged change of heart by his son marked the end 
of the Gambino crime family in Howard Beach, think 
again. Four members of the family pleaded guilty in fed-
eral court to crimes that included narcotics trafficking, 
extortion, assault, loansharking, racketeering and gam-
bling.

Two of these thugs also admitted to taking part in 
a scheme to arrange for women to enter the country il-
legally and then have them work in strip clubs, three of 
which are in Queens.

These men face the possibility of life sentences, but 
it is unclear how much time they will get. It is likely a 
deal was made to get the pleas from these criminals. We 
congratulate U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara for the cour-
age to take on the family.

Bharara said the four men and others distributed 
cocaine, ecstasy and vicodin, which brought the crime 
family millions of dollars. These are dangerous people, 
and the people these defendants answered to are even 
more dangerous.

We hope this is finally the beginning of the end for 
the Gambinos.

Crowley has fought closure of boro facility

I 
was disappointed to read your 
March 2 editorial “Save the Col-
lege Point Mail Center,” as you in-
correctly characterized my role in 

fighting the closure of the U.S. Postal 
Service’s College Point mail facility.

You wrote “the only local official 
to react to the decision is state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky” and “we are disap-
pointed Stavisky is the only elected 
official questioning this decision.”

These statements are far from 
the truth. Not only did I send your 
paper a statement reacting to the clo-
sure, but I have been working in the 
community and Congress to stop the 
closure since 2011.

On Dec. 9th, I and Stavisky led 

a rally at the facility to protest its 
planned closure. Your paper featured 
an article, “Pols rally against College 
Point USPS closure,” that included 
a quote and picture of me from the 
rally. Furthermore, I wrote a letter 
and public comment to the manager 
of the Triboro Postal District Dec. 20, 
in which I reiterated my opposition 
to the closure. Your paper received a 
copy of this letter.

This is not to mention my efforts 
your paper may not have covered, like 
my meeting with the manager in my 
Jackson Heights office Dec. 12th or 
co-sponsorship of H.R. 1351, which 
would help USPS meet its financial 
obligations. My staff has also had 

dozens of discussions with USPS to 
explore this issue.

As I said in my Feb. 23 state-
ment on the decision to close the fa-
cility, which was sent to your paper, 
“At a time when New Yorkers, like 
all Americans, are struggling during 
these difficult times, relocating or 
possibly laying off the workers at this 
facility could be devastating to the lo-
cal Queens economy. Closing this fa-
cility and cutting services will not get 
USPS out of the red, but it will hurt 
Queens families and businesses.”

Joe Crowley
U.S. Representative

(D-Jackson Heights)
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READERS WRITE

Mormons should build church in different zoning area
T

he Feb. 9-15 
TimesLedger News-
papers editorial 
“Fairness a Stranger 

at CB 7” was off the mark 
and an unfair assessment 
of Community Board 7 
and what happened at its 
monthly meeting.

Community boards do 
not hide behind “a letter in 
the law” to determine if an 
application should be ap-
proved or not for variances. 
The city requires they use 
the city Board of Standards 
and Appeals’ five-findings 
criteria to test variance ap-
plications. This list takes 
the emotion and subjective-
ness out of the test. The 
city could not operate in a 
system that was not based 
on uniform laws, rules and 
standards.

The merits of each 
application are discussed 
during the applicant’s pre-
sentation and question-
and-answer period, but the 
final board vote is based 
on whether or not the ap-
plicant meets the BSA five-

findings test.
CB 7 has reviewed and 

voted on hundreds of vari-
ance applications over the 
years, and it has been flex-
ible in many cases where 
the applicant’s application 
does not quite meet a BSA 
finding. For example, Find-
ing No. 5 asks, “Is this a 
minimum variance?” A 
minimum variance is a 
couple feet here and there, 
or some other minor con-
dition that does not quite 
meet the finding.

The Mormon church’s 
three-variance application 
failed on three of the five 
BSA findings. Just on No. 5 
alone the size of the build-
ing was not a minimum 
variance that was off by 
a foot or two. It was 12,000 
square feet off. It was ask-
ing for twice the size per-
mitted! That is an absurd 
request from any appli-
cant.

Board member Nick 
Miglino told the church so 
when he said that if it was 
inflexible by insisting on 

a building twice the size 
permitted, when it had oth-
er options, it “would lose 
heavily here that night.” He 
did not take off any mask of 
impartiality, as the edito-
rial indicated. He was stat-
ing the fact that a building 
that size alone was a deal 
breaker.

Your opinion does not 
seem to show an under-
standing of how we who live 
in the lowest-density resi-
dential zones cherish our 
neighborhoods and want 
to keep their suburban 
look and feel. We fought for 
years to get Queens rezoned 
and for the city to take out 
the exemptions from the 
outdated 1961 zoning that 
allowed oversized homes 
and community facilities 
that were given a bulk bo-
nus to be built.

Our single-family 
neighborhoods were being 
destroyed by supersized 
buildings that dwarfed our 
homes, altered the charac-
ter of the neighborhood and 
brought hundreds of more 

people into our quite resi-
dential areas.

Beginning in Bayside 
in 2004, the city rezoned 
Queens. It took the exemp-
tions out of old zoning codes 
to preserve our single-
family lifestyle in the low-
density zones and upzoned 
other areas to spur growth 
according to the mayor’s vi-
sion of the future.

We are pleased with 
the new protections pro-
vided to us. We lived in fear 
for years worrying about 
whether a builder would 
buy and tear down our 
neighbors’ homes and build 
a McMansion or whether 
an institution would do the 
same and change our lives 
forever. We want to believe 
those days are over.

The Mormon church 
is asking the city to exempt 
them from the zoning stan-
dards that are now law. It 
asked CB 7 to allow it to 
build a huge building that is 
no longer permitted under 
the new zoning laws. CB 7 
rightfully said no. We hope 

Borough President Helen 
Marshall will say and that 
the BSA will say no.

A better alternative 
for the Mormons would be 
to remodel their existing 
church on Sanford Avenue, 
which is in the R-7 apart-
ment zone that allows for 
larger buildings. They 
could build a church there 
five times larger than the 
proposed building turned 
down by CB 7.

Certainly that would 
fill any expansion needs 
for years or generations to 
come. They just opened a 
new five-story church on 
163rd Street in Jamaica in 
a apartment/commercial 
zone and they have a simi-
lar building in Harlem, 
proving they can function 
in those types of build-
ings. Or they could build 
a smaller church on 33rd 
Avenue as-of-right, which 
would not require any vari-
ances or community board 
review.

Under the new zoning, 
religious-use organizations 

can locate in the lower M-1 
manufacturing zones. Due 
to the economic slowdown, 
many of these areas now 
have empty buildings that 
are looking for buyers or 
tenants. They would pro-
vide the perfect homes for 
community facilities be-
cause of the low amount of 
weekend traffic, abundance 
of parking and no neigh-
bors to negatively affect.

We, as homeowners, 
believe we have rights, too. 
We believe we are entitled 
to our suburban way of life 
since we chose to live, buy 
homes, raise families and 
pay taxes here. We now 
have the zoning protection 
we fought for and we are 
not about to give it up.

Tyler Cassell
President

North Flushing Civic 
Association

Flushing

Gerrymandering destroys communities

O
n Feb. 7, the state 
Legislative Task 
Force on Demo-
graphic Research 

and Reapportionment held 
a public hearing at Queens 
Borough Hall to gather 
comments from the public 
regarding proposed state 
Senate and state Assembly 
district boundary lines.

LATFOR, made up of 
four legislators and two 
non-legislators, oversees 
the redrawing of the dis-
trict lines based on the 2010 
census and various laws. 
Public hearings are being 
held throughout the state.

Hundreds of people 
showed up at the hearing 
from all over Queens. The 
common theme was dis-
satisfaction with the newly 
proposed boundaries. The 

hearing started at 3:30 p.m. 
and was still going strong 
after I had my opportunity 
to give testimony at 9 p.m.

Why were people so 
upset and vocal? Because 
many of the new districts 
proposed split neighbor-
hoods and adjacent com-
munities that should be 
kept together because of 
common interests and con-
cerns.

Some of the proposed 
districts look gerryman-
dered. The proposed 16th 
Senate District, for exam-
ple, stretches from Oak-
land Gardens all the way 
to sections of Woodside. A 
piece of the district snakes 
around to include parts of 
Bay Terrace.

At the hearing, East-
ern Queens United, a coali-

tion of people from five ad-
jacent communities, spoke 
out that they did not want to 
be divided — so did people 
from Richmond Hill, Ozone 
Park and South Ozone 
Park. Bay Terrace repre-
sentatives said they wanted 
to be part of the 11th Senate 
District because of common 
goals with the Bayside com-
munity. Auburndale, Asto-
ria and the Rockaways, as 
separate communities, also 
requested to be in districts 
where each community 
would not be cut up into 
pieces.

Many people at the 
hearing pointed out that 
LATFOR is not an inde-
pendent commission, since 
the majority of its members 
are legislators. The voters 
should be selecting which 

district and legislator they 
want to be with, not the oth-
er way around. Concerned 
community people and 
voters should have direct 
input into redistricting de-
cisions.

With this present pro-
posal from LATFOR, the 
appearance is that lines are 
being created for political 
expediency. It is time lines 
be redrawn that are in the 
interests of the people and 
the communities they live 
in throughout the state. If 
that does not happen, then 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo must 
veto these plans.

Henry Euler
Bayside

TimesLedger reporter 
will be greatly missed

An open letter to former 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
reporter Howard Koplowitz:

T
he media depends on 
good reporters and a 
fair, just democracy 
requires journalism 

that is vigilant, honest and 
objective.

For the time you spent 
at TimesLedger reporting 
on our community affairs, 
I read many of your articles 

with interest, respect and 
admiration for you, a good 
journalist.

May your profession 
continue to guide you as 
you set out on a new adven-
ture.

Dick Lopez
Former Member

Community Board 13
Queens Village

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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A
nother busy week 
has gone by. You 
know, Queens is be-
coming a fun place 

to both live and work in. 
Long gone are the days 
when Queens was only a 
bedroom community for 
Manhattan.

On Feb. 28, we checked 
out Strawberry’s Sports 
Bar in Douglaston to see 
how the new karaoke night 
was working out. The place 
was packed and everyone 
seemed to be having a great 
time. As Tuesday night is 
ordinarily a slow night, it 
seems karaoke with audi-
ence participation was a 
good idea to beef up a slow, 

dull evening.
Last Thursday was the 

usual weekly madhouse. 
It was first off to Dazie’s 
in Sunnyside for a re-elec-
tion fund-raiser for Cathy 

Nolan. Cathy had a huge 
showing of support from 
her constituents. They all 
love her and the job she is 
doing on their behalf. Good 
luck, Cathy!

Our second and next 
stop was the March meet-
ing of the Holly Hill Civic 
Association at New York 
Hospital in Flushing. They 
had a nice turnout. Holly 
Hill used to hold its meet-
ings in the party back room 
of the Palace Diner. Don 

Capalbi, the group’s presi-
dent, said they were happy 
to find a place convenient to 
all. Good luck on your new 
digs!

Our third and last stop 
was at Russo’s on the Bay in 
Howard Beach for a dinner-
dance for the benefit of the 

New York Families for Au-
tistic Children. Well over 
300 folks were at that bash. 
They had across-the-board 
support of just about every-
one.

I don’t think they have 
come up with the root cause 
of autism. There are several 
theories, but I don’t think 
there is positive proof that 
one theory or a combina-
tion of theories would ex-
plain this disease and the 
fact that it is on the rise.

It is, however, some-
thing they are continually 
working on and they have 
made great strides in help-
ing the children. It is a 
worthwhile organization 
and if you can afford to 
support them, please do so. 
They need all the help they 
can get.

Rory Lancman was 
at Cathy’s fund-raiser and 
was telling everyone he 
thought the congressional 
lines would be officially 

stated Friday, in which case 
he was all set and ready to 
announce his candidacy for 
Bob Turner’s seat — the 
same seat formerly held by 
Anthony Weiner.

Sounds like a good 
plan. The seat had been a 
Democratic seat for more 
than 88 years — that’s why 
everyone was amazed that 
Republican Turner won the 
seat. But there does seem 
to be several problems, not 
the least of which are the 
opposing suggestions by 
both parties. According 
to the latest census count, 
two state congressional dis-
tricts must be eliminated.

Both the state As-
sembly Democrats and the 
state Senate Republicans 
agree that retiring Demo-
crat Maurice Hinchey’s 
Hudson Valley District 
should be eliminated, but 
when it comes to the elim-
ination of the required 
second district, there is 

as usual a bone of conten-
tion. The Democrats want 
to put Joseph Crowley’s 
and Turner’s districts into 
one, while the Republicans 
would rather wipe out the 
Queens/Nassau district of 
Gary Ackerman.

If any or all of this be-
comes true, how will this 
affect Rory’s ambitions? 
Does that mean he would be 
running against Crowley?

Saturday afternoon 
was one of my favorite lun-
cheons. It was the annual 
Ladies Luncheon of the 
Women’s Democratic Orga-
nization of Queens County 
at Antun’s in Queens Vil-
lage. As usual, it was a 
blockbuster with more than 
300 in attendance and not 
only all women. Every year 
there seems to be more men 
joining the ladies.

One of the honorees 
was former Assemblywom-
an Nettie Mayersohn, who 
as you may recall retired 

last year. Unfortunately, 
Nettie was under the weath-
er as she had a fall and was 
not her usual energetic self, 
but being a trouper she still 
managed to show up to re-
ceive her awards.

I just love that woman. 
She epitomized what a good 
legislator should be and it 
doesn’t matter what the leg-
islator is, male or female. 
She is a tough act to follow.

Who could forget her 
persistence over the years 
to pass her “baby AIDS 
bill”? They surely must 
miss Nettie in Albany. I 
guess it’s rather quiet with-
out her. Hurry and feel bet-
ter, Nettie, as there are still 
many fights for you to fight 
and much work for you to 
do. We love and appreciate 
you for your lifetime of ded-
ication and achievements 
that you accomplished that 
benefited us all. Love you 
and see you soon.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Lancman announces run for Congress seat held by Turner

Beat Generation writer Kerouac called Ozone Park home 

B
orn in 1922, Jack 
Kerouac is consid-
ered the father of 
Beat Generation 

literature. His iconoclas-
tic works, such as “On 
the Road,” “The Dharma 
Bums” and “Vanity of Du-
luoz,” were the mouthpiece 
of a 1950s counterculture.

His novels and poems 
were often marked with a 
spontaneous style and ex-
plored such eclectic topics 
as Catholicism, Buddhism, 
drugs and traveling. His 
writings have influenced 
other artists, including 
Bob Dylan, Eddie Vedder 
and Haruki Murakami. 
Kerouac died in 1969 after 
a lifelong battle with alco-
holism.

Jean-Louis Kerouac 
was born in Lowell, Mass., 
on March 12, 1922. His par-
ents, Léo-Alcide Kéroack 
and Gabrielle-Ange 
Lévesque, were French-
speaking immigrants from 
Quebec. Jack, who could not 
speak English comfortably 
until a teenager, also had 
an older brother named Ge-
rard who died of rheumatic 
fever in 1926 at age 9.

A heartbroken Jack 
would later immortalize 
him in his 1963 work “Vi-
sions of Gerard.” The loss 
of their young son caused 
his mother to seek comfort 
in her Catholic faith, but 
Leo-Alcide increasingly 
sought comfort in the bot-
tom of a bottle or the end 

of a cigarette. Jack, who 
would also adhere to Ca-
tholicism throughout his 
life, found an escape from 
the childhood sadness and 
grinding poverty of Lowell 
in football. Kerouac decid-
ed to attend Columbia Uni-
versity.

Kerouac’s gridiron ca-
reer was short-lived. After 
cracking a tibia and argu-
ing constantly with the 
coach, the future Beat writ-
er quit football. Although 
he soon dropped out of Co-
lumbia, it was not before he 
provided a glimpse of his 
future brilliance, writing 
sports articles for the stu-
dent newspaper. For several 
years, the young Jack drift-
ed, living with a girlfriend 
in Manhattan, serving in 
the U.S. Merchant Marine 
during World War II and 
living with his parents for 
a time in Ozone Park.

It was during this wil-
derness period that he accu-
mulated friends, including 

fellow Beat writers Allen 
Ginsburg and William S. 
Burroughs, and experi-
ences that would shape his 
writing for years to come.

While in Queens, he 
published his first book, 
“The Town and the City,” 
and began writing perhaps 
his best known work, “On 
the Road,” in 1949. This 
largely autobiographical 
work chronicled his travels 
through the country and 
Mexico and his friendships 
with other members of the 
Beat Generation.

The author had a hard 
time finding a publisher. 
Early 1950s publishing 
houses were uncomfortable 
with the book’s graphic 
descriptions of homosexu-
ality and drug use and its 
sympathetic view toward 
ethnic minorities. Mean-
while, the Massachusetts 
native supported himself 
performing odd jobs. This 
was not enough, however, 
to save his relationship 

with his second wife, Joan 
Haverty, who gave birth 
to Kerouac’s only child, a 
daughter named Jan, after 
their separation.

Following his divorce, 
Kerouac found himself on 
the road, traveling exten-
sively in the United States 
and Mexico. Depression 
was a regular traveling 
companion, which he often 
drowned with alcohol and 
drugs. During these years 
he wrote drafts for sev-
eral books that chronicled 
his journeys. In 1954, the 
32-year-old writer devel-
oped an interest in Bud-
dhism after reading a book 
on the topic at the San Jose 
Library. This inspired him 
to write a biography of Sid-
dhartha Gautama, which 
was published in 2008, 39 
years after his death.

After years of wander-
ing, the author decided to 
move to Orlando in 1957. 
Just as he settled into his 
modest home, he saw “On 

the Road” published to rave 
reviews. His new found 
fame brought more than he 
had bargained for as atten-
tion from the news media 
and unanticipated criti-
cism of a work he wrote 
on Buddhism titled “The 
Dharma Bums” drove him 
deeper into drink and ille-
gal drugs.

In the 1960s, Kerouac’s 
life entered a downward 
spiral. He considered suing 
CBS television, insisting 
that the program “Route 
66” borrowed too liberally 
from the pages of “On the 
Road.” Later, in 1968, the 
author made what would 
turn out to be his last tele-
vision appearance, clearly 
drunk while speaking with 
host William Buckley about 
the hippie counterculture 
on the show “Firing Line.”

Kerouac died in St. 
Petersburg, Fla., on Oct. 
21, 1969, of internal hemor-
rhaging brought on by de-
cades of alcohol abuse.

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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he last of the five 
friends who read my 
columns in manu-
script came up with 

a good many gripes, follow-
ing my own column about 
my concerns. The other 
four have had their say and 
I invite you to make your 
gripes known through 
TimesLedger Newspapers. 
Solutions are most wel-
come, too.

Paul was born in 
Ridgewood and has been a 
lifelong resident. He and his 

wife live on the same block 
where he and his mother 
were born. As with the oth-
ers, Paul’s gripes came in 
two batches.

Here they are:
“I am not happy with 

the following categories of 
people, who are all on my 
‘list’ of Gilbert and Sulli-
van fame: Those who do not 
clean up after their dogs. 
Those with blaring car and 
home radios. Graffiti van-
dals artists. People who do 
not put their shopping carts 
back in the place of stor-
age. People who arrive late 
for the theater. People who 
live in our city, but register 
their cars in another state. 
Elected officials whose ca-
reer is ... to be elected offi-
cials. People who don’t sing 
the national anthem when 

standing before any pub-
lic sports event. Tattoos. 
People who display flags 
for their country of origin, 
but never fly the Stars and 
Stripes on any U.S. holi-
day.”

Paul was just getting 
started. Here are his other 
thoughts:

“People who eat or 
drink on public transit — 

bus or train.
“People who think that 

all morality is relative, and 
there is no outside natural 
law.

“The entitlement men-
tality of too many in this 
country, especially those 
seniors who want every-
thing free.

“Those to whom much 
has been given, but are 
clueless about sharing their 
time and talents as volun-
teers, or their financial re-
sources, to those nonprofit 
programs that help those 
with significantly fewer re-
sources.

“People who insist on 
purchasing six- or eight-
cylinder passenger vehicles 
for ‘performance,’ when 
a four-cylinder car would 
suffice.

“People who refuse to 
replace their incandescent 
bulbs with fluorescents, ei-
ther because they can’t be 
bothered, or worse, don’t 
believe we have to conserve 
energy because they don’t 
believe in pending climate 
change.

“Institutions that still 
have not come totally clean 
on pedophilia and still won-
der why their attendance 
numbers and donations 
continue to slip, as if their 
congregants were total 
fools.

“Getting stuck on a 
‘telephone carousel’ when 
the company’s electronic 
menu does not address the 
problem you are calling 
about, and there is no hu-
man operator to speak to.

“I feel better already 
getting these things off my 
chest.”

And, dear reader, I join 
Paul in that last comment!

Read my blog, No Holds 
Barred, at timesledger.com.

Columnist’s friend thinks people behave irrationally
Kenneth 
Kowald 

n

I Sit And 
Look Out

A Ridgewood 
native despairs 
of ‘people who 
eat or drink on 
public transit   — 

bus or train.’

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...
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Townsend Harris teacher wins $25K education Oscar
BY TATYANA SOUTHERLAND

 
He is one of the best 

teachers in the country, 
but when Rafal Olechowski 
was awarded a prestigious 
grant last Thursday, his 
face was one of utter shock.

“I don’t believe this,” 
said Olechowski, who teach-
es English at Townsend 
Harris High School, at 
149-11 Melbourne Ave. in 
Flushing. 

Nicknamed “Mr. O” 
by his students, he ap-
peared flabbergasted when 
he was surprised with a 
$25,000 check in front of 
an audience of students, 
faculty and Department of 
Education dignitaries by 
the Milken Family Foun-
dation, an organization 
that rewards educators for 
outstanding educational 
leadership both inside and 
outside the classroom.

Olechowski was at 
home recuperating from 
an operation when he was 
called in by city Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Walcott 
for what he believed was a 
congratulatory ceremony 

to honor the school for 
winning a Columbia Scho-
lastics Association award 
for The Phoenix, a literary 
magazine he runs with his 
students.

Instead Olechowski 
was called in front of the 
audience by Dr. Jane Foley, 
senior vice president of the 
Milken Family Foundation, 
to receive the prestigious 
Milken Educator Award 
for teaching.  The coveted 
award is known as the Os-
car of teaching.

“Mr. O is one who emu-
lates all the criteria we are 
looking for in our Milken 
Educator awards ... he not 
only sets an example for his 
students, but he is also set-
ting an example for his pro-
fession as well,” Foley said.

“What struck me is he 
didn’t have a clue and two, 
how humble he is,” Walcott 
said.

The Milken Founda-
tion selects award candi-
dates through a confiden-
tial and highly-selective 
process that recognizes 
educators in participating 
states. They do not accept 

nominations or applica-
tions and all award recipi-
ents are surprised at their 
schools.

Olechowski was the 
only New York recipient 
this year.

“I’m really proud of 
him. He’s been through a 
lot, and he inspires me,” 
said Jonathan Apana, 17, a 
senior at Townsend Harris.

Apana has been taught 
by Olechowski in both his 
humanities and English 
literature classes.  He said 
Olechowski took notice last 
year when he was not per-
forming well in English 
literature and helped him 
with his school work.

He also wrote a col-
lege recommendation for 
Apana.

In addition to heading 
The Phoenix and teach-
ing English to grades 
9-12 at Townsend Harris, 
Olechowski also organizes 
a club outside of school 
called the MALcontents 
Club, with “MAL” an ac-
ronym for “music, art and 
literature.”

The club takes stu-

dents on educational ex-
cursions around New York 
City and goes to a new mu-
seum every month. In the 
past they have visited the 
Guggenheim, the Whitney 
and the Met. They go to-
gether by public transpor-
tation and travel like real 
New Yorkers, according to 
Olechowski. 

“Real New Yorkers 
don’t ride the cheese bus,” 
he said, referring to school 
buses.

Navigating through 
the city is part of the pro-
gram. After visiting the ex-
hibitions, the students have 
pizza and discuss what they 
have seen. 

“Many students 
have never been outside 
of Queens; they are very 
sheltered. So I really want 
to extend their horizons. 
Manhattan is not that far 
— it’s only a river away — 
but mentally it is for some 
of the students,” Olechows-
ki said.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Astoria’s state legisla-
tors have drafted and have 
made significant strides in 
passing a bill that they said 
would close a gap in a law 
punishing repeat sex of-
fenders.

Under the current 
laws, sex offenders who 
strike multiple times with-
in 10 years are classified as 
persistent sexual offenders. 
This means they are subject 
to harsher punishments on 
repeat offenses, but any 
time the offender spends 
in prison is counted within 
this decade-long span. 

The new bill, spon-
sored by state Assembly-
woman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria) and state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria), would exclude prison 
time.

“It’s very important 

because we need to close 
a loophole for persistent 
sexual offenders,” Simotas 
said.

The assemblywoman 
said she became aware of 
the issue while reviewing 
the penal code in her posi-
tion on the Assembly Judi-
ciary Committee. Simotas 
talked to various assistant 
district attorneys and 
found this was a problem 
for them.

“Sometimes first 
drafts of the laws aren’t 
perfect,” Simotas said, “and 
it’s our job as legislators to 
make the laws become more 
effective.”

She said the bill is 
modeled after other sec-
tions of the penal code that 
deal with consistent felons.

“This bill gives prose-
cutors and law enforcers an 
extra tool,” Simotas said.

The bill is working its 

way through the Assem-
bly, although the Senate 
passed a version of the bill 
sponsored by Gianaris last 

week.
“We should have zero 

tolerance for sex offenders 
period, let alone repeat sex 

offenders,” Gianaris said.
Both Astoria legisla-

tors said the law had perti-
nence to the neighborhood 

in the wake of reported sex-
ual offenses that have taken 
place in the area. At a news 
conference in November, 
Simotas announced the bill 
amid a series of measures 
aimed at curtailing crime 
in the neighborhood.

While no specific 
crime inspired this bill, 
some incidents they men-
tioned at the news confer-
ence included an attempted 
rape on 21st Street, a groper 
who attacked a 9-year-old 
girl at the Astoria library 
on 31st Street and multiple 
reports of women being 
groped in the district.

“All of which are unac-
ceptable,” Simotas said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Teacher Rafal Olechowski holds his award, known as the Oscar for 
education. Photo by Nykeema Williams

Astoria lawmakers draft tougher sex offender bill

State Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas and state Sen. Michael Gianaris said their new bill strength-
ening the persistent sexual offender law came out of a November anti-crime rally in Astoria.

Call us: 

718-260-4545
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1 New accounts and new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not 
currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. The APY is effective January 3, 2012. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 1.11% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90-day period the rate will revert to standard 
pricing and rate may change at any time without notice. You must maintain a daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the monthly maintenance fee of $10. A daily balance below $5,000 will be assessed a lower Annual 
Percentage Yield. Fees may reduce earnings. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details and information about these offers. 2 New accounts and new money only. The APY is effective January 3, 2012. Annual percentage yield (APY) assumes principle 
and interest remain on deposit until maturity. A withdrawal of interest will reduce earnings. The interest rate will be fixed for the term of the account unless the Bump-Up option is exercised. If exercised the interest rate will be adjusted accordingly and remain fixed for the 
remaining term of the account. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. 3 New checking account with new money only. Existing 
checking account customers are not eligible. This offer is limited to one checking account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new checking account is $100. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $75 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each 
debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments OR Direct Deposit – You will receive $75 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal OR signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 
or more. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Tax refunds do not qualify as direct deposits. Online Bill-payments, Debit Card Purchases and Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER 
CAN RECEIVE IS $150. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. 
Speak with a branch representative for further details.

Flushing Bank is a trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB. Member FDIC

1.11%
APY1  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

BestRate Checking

1.30%
APY2  

$5,000 minimum deposit 

30-Month Bump-Up CD

We’re celebrating our newest branch opening in Borough Park with great rates at all our  
locations. Plus, open a new BestRate or Totally Free Checking account and get up to $1503.   
Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to www.FlushingBank.com.

Great rates for the New Year.

MTA workers want to create jobs with retiree fund
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Laid-off transit work-
ers harangued the MTA 
last week, demanding that 
restoration of their jobs be 
paid for by dipping into a 
fund intended for retirees’ 
health benefits.

Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority Chair-
man Joseph Lhota said the 
idea of spending $470 mil-
lion intended for retirees’ 
retirement health fund to 
rehire nearly 300 transit 
workers laid off in 2010 was 
not sound.

He said that, in any 
case, the MTA’s financial 
plight was precarious.

“I respectfully dis-
agree,” Lhota told a news 
conference following the 
MTA’s monthly board meet-
ing, referring to the transit 
workers’ demand.

The workers, who ap-
peared during the public 
speakers period prior to the 

MTA board meeting, were 
laid off in 2010 as part of 
massive cutbacks, includ-
ing the shutdown of two 
subway lines and curtail-
ment of many bus routes.

Some workers said 
they can no longer pay the 
rent, with a number of them 
saying they cannot find a 
job. Others characterized 
the MTA as a tool of Wall 
Street.

Narinder Sikh, of 
Richmond Hill, a subway 
station agent, said he had 
just bought a house when 
he was laid off.

The MTA contract with 
the transit workers union 
expired Jan. 15, and Lhota 
said negotiations have been 
conducted in sessions with-
out serious discord.

“The employees are 
not conducting any slow-
downs or job actions,” Lho-
ta said. “I have never used 
the word that starts with 
an S,” Lhota said.

He was presumably re-
ferring to “strike.”

Lhota has said the 

financially beleaguered 
MTA cannot afford to pro-
vide pay raises, while the 

transit workers say they 
will not settle without one.

At a news conference 
following the MTA board 
meeting, Lhota was asked 
whether the time will ever 
come when the frequent 
service disruptions for 
track and other system re-
pairs and maintenance are 
a thing of the past.

“When you look at how 
old the system is, I don’t 
think I can tell you that 
there is ever going to be a 
time when we will not be in 
need of repairs and renova-
tion and rehabilitation of 
our system ,“ Lhota said.

In other transit news:
• New York City Tran-

sit President Tom Pren-
dergast said the NYCTA 
is studying whether to in-
crease a pilot program of 
removing trash cans from 
subway stations, which has 
reduced the MTA’s disposal 
expenses. Prendergast said 
his agency had also talked 

about making eating on 
trains illegal, but he said it 
is all just in the discussion 
stage so far.

• The numbers of cars 
and trucks using MTA 
bridges and tunnels have 
fallen since the end of 2007. 
The agency said revenues 
still rose because of an in-
crease in tolls. The MTA 
reported 776,632 cross-
ings last year, down 7 per-
cent from the 2007 total of 
834,000.

• The MTA reported 
that bus ridership is down 
since 2010, when numerous 
bus lines were cut. Local 
bus rider totals fell 4 per-
cent on weekdays in 20ll 
and express bus patron to-
tals fell by 2 percent.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Richmond Hill resident Narinder Singh, one of many laid off sub-
way station agents, appeals to MTA Board to restore his and other 
jobs during the monthly meeting. Photo by Philip Newman
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crash, leaving behind his 
unconscious passenger, 
possibly to escape field 
sobriety tests. He was ar-
rested after going into hid-
ing for a month on Nov. 15 
with help from an NYPD 

Crimestoppers hotline tip, 
police said. The tip, the Gib-
bons family said, probably 
came from a community-
wide effort of theirs to find 
Rodriguez, which included 
a $10,000 reward for infor-
mation leading to the ar-
rest and conviction of the 
Brooklyn man.

The Maspeth bar 
closed its doors after Gib-
bons’ funeral and has re-
opened under the manage-
ment of brother Eamon 
Gibbons. Bernadette Gib-
bons said the bar’s official 
reopening on the weekend 
of Feb. 24 was as successful 
as it could have been.

“We are very lucky to 
have some of the best and 
most loyal patrons,” she 

said. “Everyone came back 
with a smile on their face 
and they all were so happy 
to return ‘home.’”

Bernadette Gibbons 
said business has been 
nothing but good news 
since Eamon took over the 
bar with some help from 
her. She and Eamon Gib-
bons are two of five siblings 
and work many of the shifts 
in the bar.

Rodriguez was origi-
nally scheduled to appear 
in court Feb. 24, but had his 
case postponed upon his 
lawyer’s request. He was 
arraigned Nov. 16 before 
Queens Criminal Court 
Judge Gene Lopez on charg-
es of manslaughter, assault, 
criminally negligent homi-
cide and leaving the scene 
without reporting.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) was at the 
courthouse with the Gib-
bons family to show her 
support and urge the judge 
to impost the maximum 
sentence if he was found 
guilty.

Eric Yun, Crowley’s 
spokeswoman, said Ro-
driguez should not get off 
easy.

“The thought of him 
getting another deal isn’t 
that great for the commu-
nity,” Yun said.

Bernadette Gibbons 

said the entire family was 
keeping a close eye on the 
Rodriguez case, and they 
have the support of the 
community behind them.

“We hope that Peter 
will be charged with a fair 
sentence, as he is a threat 
to any community and has 
robbed us of our dear broth-
er,” she said. “There is no 
sentence that will be severe 
enough because nothing 
will ever bring him back 
or undo what has already 
been done.”

She added that anyone 
joining the family on the 
March 23 court date was 
invited to wear the color 
green to show solidarity in 
support of George Gibbons.

Crowley issued a cita-
tion to the Gibbons’ Home 
bar when it reopened and 
Yun said the councilwom-
an was hopeful about its 
future. Bernadette Gib-
bons said the bar stands for 
much more now that her 
brother George is no longer 
there.

“We are very lucky to 
have The Gibbons’ Home 
and to be able to keep 
George’s memory alive as 
well as make new memo-
ries with those in the com-
munity,” she said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 1

Gibbons

The family of George Gibbons (inset) has reopened Gibbons’ Home in Maspeth. Gibbons was killed in a 
wrong-way crash leaving his bar last year. Inset courtesy the Gibbons family

Fay would rather try 
and generate organic accep-
tance in Queens, and hopes 
in the future to have more 
support from bagpipers in 
the city Sanitation Depart-
ment or the NYPD.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg spoke at the St. 
Pat’s for All Parade, say-
ing, “We’ve had some big 
successes in making sure 
America and particularly 

New York has been open to 
everyone. But don’t forget 
we have a long ways to go.”

Bloomberg’s office did 
not respond to a request 
for comment as to the 5th 
Avenue parade’s permit ap-
plication to the city and if it 
could be awarded to other, 
more inclusive groups.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 2

Ireland
people in Queens in jeop-
ardy.”

Fake IDs are often as-
sociated with underage 
drinking, but Peralta said 
since the forged documents 
are so easy to obtain and 
are of high quality, they 
have the potential to under-
mine Homeland Security.

The senator said 
Queens District Attorney 

Richard Brown is in favor 
of the bill and his office 
helped with the drafting of 
the bill.

Peralta said the bill 
has been introduced into 
the Senate and is going to 
committee, although he ex-
pects the measure will not 
progress until the redis-
tricting process of election 
districts is complete.

Continued from Page 2

Fake ID

PETER RODRIGUEZ
Photo courtesy NYPD

Marsh restoration to affect 
Marine Parkway Bridge lifts
Multiple daily bridge lifts at the Marine Parkway-Gil 

Hodges Memorial Bridge will continue through March as 
a result of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ marsh is-
lands restoration project in Jamaica Bay.

The lifts, which will take place around the clock, re-
quire full, periodic closure of the bridge to traffic. It takes 
about 15 minutes to raise and lower the bridge.

Motorists are advised to use the Cross Bay Veterans 
Memorial Bridge as an alternate route.

Federal code requires Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority Bridges and Tunnels to comply with bridge lift 
requests to allow large marine vessels to cross. The bridge 
has a clearance of 150 feet above water in its raised posi-
tion.

The Army Corps of Engineers is working on a resto-
ration project in Jamaica Bay to restore approximately 40 
acres of marsh islands by placing 375,000 cubic yards of 
clean, dredged sand from Ambrose Channel in Lower New 
York Bay.

www.TimesLedger.com
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BY JOE ANUTA

America’s founding 
fathers are often conjured 
from the past to bolster var-
ious political arguments, 
but Sunday in Jamaica a 
soldier from Bangladesh’s 
war for independence was 
there in the flesh, speaking 
about the bloody fight and 
how there are always two 
sides to history.

Nuran Nabi has a 
slight frame and wears 
wire-rimmed glasses. He 
looks more like a biochem-
ist than a guerilla fighter.

It turns out he was 
both.

Nabi was a teenage stu-
dent at Dhaka University 
in 1947 when India gained 
independence from British 
rule and the largely Mus-
lim nation of Pakistan was 
created. But the country 
was divided into two geo-
graphically separate areas 
— West Pakistan, which ex-
ists today as Pakistan and 
borders Afghanistan, and 
East Pakistan, which was 
renamed Bangladesh after 
the violent 1971 conflict 
 and borders Myanmar and 
the Bay of Bengal.

“The Bangladeshi Lib-
eration War is a forgotten 
genocide in the West,” Nabi 
told a crowd of parents and 
rowdy children at Queens 
Central Library, at 89-11 
Merrick Blvd. “Arguably, I 
faced the first bullets.”

Superpowers like the 
United States and China 
supported Pakistan, while 
those wanting to create a 
separate state of Bangla-

desh were aided by India 
and the former Soviet 
Union, he said.

Nabi was responsible 
for sneaking across the bor-
der into India and smug-
gling ammunition back 
into what is now Bangla-
desh. He also coordinated 
a crucial paratrooper drop 
into Dhaka, the capital of 
Bangladesh, where hun-
dreds of Indian soldiers 
were photographed float-
ing down from the sky.

The war ended in De-
cember 1971, but according 
to Nabi its history is still 
being written.

He pegged the number 
of dead at 3 million and the 
number of women who were 
raped at 200,000.

Although the term 
“genocide” is not thrown 
around lightly, Nabi re-
ferred to a communique 
from the United States’ con-
sul in Dhaka that used the 
term.

The Pakistani govern-
ment has said the number 
of dead is closer to 30,000, 
but that is exactly why Nabi 
wants to make his side of 
history known.

After he concluded 
his speech, young men 
who grew up in Dhaka ap-
proached Nabi with won-
der, telling him his history 
was different from what 
they had learned in school 
as children. According to 
the 2010 census, there were 
33,000 Bangladeshis living 
in Queens then.

Nabi hoped to capture 
a comprehensive history of 
the Bangladeshi national-

ist movement, which start-
ed in the early 1950s all the 
way through the defeat of 
the Pakistani Army with 
his book “Bullets of ’71: A 
Freedom Fighter’s Story.”

The aging fighter has 
an interesting history him-
self.

After the war, he fled 
Bangladesh when a mili-
tary coup toppled its lead-
er.

After bouncing around 
to various doctorate pro-
grams across the globe, 
he became a researcher 
for Colgate-Palmolive in 
the 1980s, where he helped 
invent the company’s now-
ubiquitous Total tooth-
paste.

Nabi hoped to inspire 
youngsters to seek out in-
formation about the for-
mation of their nation, al-

though he had a tough time 
Sunday afternoon.

Many youngsters 
squirmed in their seats 
throughout Nabi’s bullet-
point presentation, and 
girls wearing colorful 
traditional dresses were 
giggling and conversing 
throughout the speech, 
waiting for their turn to 
take the stage for a cultural 
performance.

Eventually, they re-
ceived their spotlight, with 
three young ladies acting 
out the revolution through 
interpretative dance, 
gracefully swaying to mu-
sic while holding plastic as-
sault rifles.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Nuran Nabi speaks about his time fighting for the liberation of 
Bangladesh at an event in Jamaica. Photo by Joe Anuta

Bangladeshi man shares story of country’s birth
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All Showrooms Open 7 Days!
Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

FREE In Home
Estimates

ROOFING
Oakridge Architectural

Timberline
30 Year

Architecturalwith SureNail Technology

4295

2495
3695
1995

SUPER SAVER!

Entire House 1150 Sq. Ft.
Complete Rip With
Removal Of Debris

Tar Paper & Shingle
Layover 1150 Sq. Ft. Installed

s

HUNTINGTON
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772www.uwds.com
BRONX

N. WHITE PLAINS
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD

NO
SALES
TAX!

BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

MADE UP TO 32” X18”
Y INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

194 

NO
TAX!

$
$159

$179$179
No Min. Req.

NOW

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING

ADD $200 FOR
CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1799

1599
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•16 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

TOP
UALITY!

Custom Sizes
 Available!

329
NOW

STORM DOORS

Custom Hinges

Tempered Glass
Screen

Custom Hardware

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$ NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS

AWNINGS & CARPORTSAWNINGS & CARPORTS
Door Hoods

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

$349
$489

COUPON

$
$ 17991999

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

CUSTOM
FULL

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

Q

COUPON

Reg $389.00

36” x 80”

•

599

GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

*Metal removal add $25 

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!
UNIFIEDWINDOW

SYSTEMS, INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

$899 $899 $949 $949

189$
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Molding

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
MOLDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FREE STORM DAMAGE ESTIMATES

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

1499
$1999

Attic Insulation

$

NOW $$ 499699

STEEL SECURITY DOOR

No TAX!10 Colors Optional

FULLY INSTALLED

•HEAVY DUTY Z FRAME
•REAL STEEL CONSTRUCTION
•DEAD BOLT AND DOOR KNOB
•GLASS AND SCREEN

COUPON

•100's Colors and Styles Certain Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

•Foil Backed Insulation Board
Premium .044 Gauge and
Thicker Center Locking Panels.

•Various Lengths/ All Makes
•100's Colors and Styles

SI ID NG
Fully Installed Including:

®

CertainTeed

 On America's HomesFirst On America's HomesFirst CERTAINTEED

CONTRACTOR

TM

Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

SAVE THIS AD

You Pay 
NO 

SALES
TAX

Sale Prices Valid March 1st though March 31st

Duration
TruDefinition™

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

TL
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Written by: Steven J DiMare
                   Chief Executive Officer
                   Unified Window Systems, Inc.

Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing 

NYC LIC#0856560
Nassau LIC#176165000
Suffolk LIC#19279
Westchester LIC#WC22934H10
Yonkers LIC#5208      

UNIFIED
www.unifiedwindows.com

All Showrooms open 7 days or call (888)631-2131 for a Free in Home Estimate in the Tri-state area

 As spring approaches and the weather gets warmer you should consider getting estimates for the work you need done around 
your home. Not only will you receive free estimates more easily in March rather then waiting until April or May but you will 
find those estimates to be more reasonable by beating the spring price increases. Most manufacturers put yearly price increases 
into effect April 1st and most contractors get so busy with phone calls in April that they often price jobs higher in anticipation 
of the new work. Since most quality companies make custom made products that take a few weeks to manufacture you can 
finalize these lower prices by the end of March yet wait until April, May or even June to have the work done if you so choose. 
Reputable companies will not only give you a written estimate fully itemized with individual prices but should also give you 
time to make your decisions regarding those projects and prices. 
 You may also want to walk around your home to check for any new damage that might have occurred over the winter or 
during storms. It’s always best to address new issues right away rather then waiting and possibly allowing the elements to turn 
a small problem into a big one. At Unified we are always available to come to your home and give you a free estimate on 
Windows, Doors, Siding, Roofing, Awnings, Attic Insulation and Stone Work. Our showrooms are open 7 days a week or you 
can call us for an appointment at (888)631-2131. You can also find all of our products and prices on our website at 
www.unifiedwindows.com  

Getting Prepared For Spring

Chase Peres named President of Unified
Chase Peres of Sayville was named President of Unified Window Systems Inc. as of January 1, 2012. 
Former President and Chief Executive Officer Steven DiMare stepped aside as President but retained the 
title of CEO. Steven DiMare said, “As an owner of the company, we needed Chase to move up to this 
important position as the company continues to grow.” Peres started as an installer 20 years ago with Unified 
and has moved through the entire company having performed and excelled in almost every position 
including the most recent, Vice President of Sales and Senior Vice President. Steven DiMare will retain his 

position as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer as both men expand their duties. With Unified Windows, 
Doors, Siding and Roofing increasing its product line into Attic Insulation, Pavers and Stone Work and 
expanding it’s areas to cover the entire Tri-State region Chase Peres said, “It’s a challenge to grow as much 
as we have without increasing our responsibilities. The new position is quite challenging but also very 
exciting as we grow our business.” 
 Unified has branched out most recently by having added showrooms in Westchester County and Queens 
County and plans for a Brooklyn Unified showroom have begun. Unified is one of the fastest growing companies in the 
region. Contact Unified for more information on products and prices.

Chase Peres

Steven DiMare
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Hundreds marched in the annual St. Pat’s Parade for All. (Clockwise from top) Tarlach Mac Niallais of Sunnyside waves his flags; 
Dempsey the dog sports his bejeweled finery; Victoria Murphy, 8, of Woodside waves to marchers; San Simon dancers parade 
along Skillman Avenue; Sean Tonns, 4, of Middle Village smiles for the camera; Colin Canavan, 4, of Woodside takes a flier from 
a bird with the Red Cross; and parade officials and politicians carry the banner. Photos by Christina Santucci

St. Pat’s Parade for All in Sunnyside
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Now’s the time to ask your loved one’s doctor 
about Strong Foundations. Call 1-855-VNSNY-NOW 

or visit www.vnsny.org/strong-foundations
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Every 17 seconds, 
an elderly person  
is taken to the ER 
because of a fall.

You won’t see Mom 
again until next week.

Strong FoundationsTM from VNSNY was developed to 

help reduce the risk of falling in older adults. This is 

important because falls are the leading cause of fatal 

injuries in adults over 65. Signs a loved one may be at 

risk include holding onto furniture for balance and 

stumbling or leaning to one side when walking. With 

nurses and rehabilitation therapists trained in reducing 

falls risk, Strong Foundations from the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now.

Now what?

BY JOE ANUTA

Police Commissioner 
Raymond Kelly has pushed 
back against critics of the 
NYPD’s policy about moni-
toring Muslims.

Kelly and the NYPD 
have been the focal point 
of criticism from organi-
zations like the American 
Civil Liberties Union, 
which have called for in-
vestigations into the Police 
Department’s practice of 
infiltrating Muslim student 
groups and mosques in the 
five boroughs and beyond.

Kelly was set to meet 
with Muslim leaders this 
week to discuss the out-
cry, the Associated Press 
reported, which came a 
few days after protest-
ers and the commissioner 
both made their arguments 
known.

On Saturday, a crowd 
of protesters formed out-
side a Manhattan breakfast 
for Fordham Law School 
alumni and chanted slo-
gans accusing Kelly of rac-
ism for unfairly targeting 
Muslims solely based on 
their religion.

Inside Kelly was de-
fending his tactics to the 
people gathered at the 
event.

The NYPD released 
a transcript of Kelly’s re-
marks later that evening.

“If terrorists aren’t 
limited by borders and 
boundaries, we can’t be 
either,” Kelly said in the 
statement. “It is entirely 
legal for the police depart-
ment to conduct investiga-
tions outside of city limits, 
and we maintain very close 
relationships with local au-
thorities.”

Kelly was referring 
to a set of rules known as 
the Handschu Guidelines, 
which stipulate the NYPD 
can only follow up on cred-
ible leads that are vetted by 

the city Deputy Commis-
sioner of Intelligence — a 
position currently held by 
former Central Intelligence 
Agency member David 
Cohen — when they infil-
trate student groups or con-
duct surveillance inside a 
mosque.

Otherwise, Kelly de-
fended the department’s 
right to access public in-
formation and send officers 
into public places.

Kelly said the NYPD 
generates leads and acts on 
them to catch terrorists the 
same way it arrests drug 
dealers or other criminals, 
and that the NYPD only in-
filtrates private gatherings 
after being vetted under 
the guidelines.

“The notion that the 
Police Department should 
close our eyes to what takes 
place outside the five bor-
oughs is folly, and it defies 
the lessons of history,” he 
said, invoking 9/11 and the 
previous World Trade Cen-
ter bombings in 1993.

Kelly then described 
foiled terrorist plots against 
the city that originated in 
New Jersey, Colorado and 
Connecticut.

Kelly and the NYPD 
have come under fire re-
cently by Muslim activists, 

who have called their infil-
tration of student groups 
a violation of privacy and 
even racist.

A group of protesters 
congregated outside a Man-
hattan restaurant where 
Kelly gave his remarks Sat-
urday morning and protest-
ed the NYPD’s surveillance 
practices.

Chris Christie, gover-
nor of New Jersey, recently 
criticized the NYPD as well 
for operating in the Gar-
den State without alerting 
authorities there to the de-
partment’s actions.

“What bothers me is 
that they seemed to have 
abandoned the key lesson 
from Sept. 11, which was 
that we should be sharing 
information with each oth-
er,” he said.

On Monday, a small 
group of Muslims activists 
came out in support of the 
NYPD’s policies at a rally 
with U.S. Rep. Peter King 
(R-Massapequa Park), who 
has held congressional 
hearings on home-grown 
terrorism in the radical 
Muslim community.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566. 

NYPD chief Kelly sets 
meeting with Muslims

Police Commissioner Ray Kelly pointed to foiled terrorist plots 
against the five boroughs while defending the NYPD’s sur-
veillance of Muslim student groups outside of the city. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/timesledger
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S A I N T  M A R Y ’ S  
E L E M E N T A R Y

SCHOOL
1926
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SAINT MARY’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

DEDICATED TO MORAL AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
� Faith values integrated curriculum for grades N-8
� Leading edge technology for all Early Childhood Education students including computer labs,  
  SMART Boards in all classrooms and introducing the multi-user SMART Table
� Accredited by the Middle States Association

Celeste M. Checchia, Ph.D., Principal
1340 Northern Boulevard  | Manhasset, New York 11030 | 516 627 0184 | www.stmary11030.org

Registration continues daily for Nursery, Pre-K and Kindergarten
We are now accepting applications for the 2012-13 school year.  St. Mary’s is pleased to offer an extended day program for Pre-K and Kindergarten. 
Take advantage of this opportunity to get in on the groundfloor. Call today and schedule a personal tour with the principal of our safe, nurturing, 
state-of-the-art facility dedicated to excellence in Catholic education and personal development. 

WHERE TRADITION AND THE FUTURE MEET
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341082

STATIONREALTYO

4C 6 x 11.00

DOROTHY MATINALE - BROKER/OWNER
SERVING THE  COMMUNITY FOR OVER 15 YEARS

“THE ONLY STOP FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS”

718-279-4800
RESERVATIONS 

S RD

One Block to LIRR. Pet Friendly (Dogs Welcome).
2BR Lower Sunny Corner Unit, W/D, EIK…$274,000

Lovely 3BR 1.5BTH Colonial with Full Finished Basement and 
Storage Attic. Detached Garage. Patio. Hardwood Floors Throughout. 

Move-In Condition! Quiet Street. School District #26 ...$699,000

Lovely Parkridge Triplex Condo, Full Finished 
Basement, Attic For Storage, Features A Pool, Gym, 

And Parking!...$549,000
Also available for RENT…$2500

SCAN HERE 
FOR DETAILED 
INFORMATION

REDUCED Fully Renovated High Ranch, 4Bdrm, 3 Full 
Baths, 2 Zone Cac And Heating System, New Windows, 

Large Yard W/ Playground. 3 Blocks To LIRR… $849,000

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy. LITTLE NECK CO-OPFLUSHING COLONIAL

 Station Realty proudly supports the Douglaston Village Chamber of Commerce

Gym, Laundry & 1 Block to LIRR 
1.5BR w/Updated Kitchen ... $238,000 

2BR Overlooking Park ... $259,000
2BR Overlooking Park … $239,000

1BR with Renovated Kit/BTH and All New
Appliances. Access To The Backyard From Bedroom… $199,500

REDUCED 1BR In Rear Of Building  w/ Updated Kit & BTH… $232,000
NEW LISTING 2BR w/Terrace and Renovated Kitchen … $242,000

DOUGLASTON CO-OPS
MEET AT OFFICE

Renovated 4Br, 4Baths, Manor Oaks School, Fin Base, 
Det Garage, 60x200, Pool, Deck, Fireplace, 

Central A/C…$799,000

Join the fast growing Douglaston Village Chamber of 
Commerce and enjoy the revitalization of Douglaston 

Village. Rent now and reap the benefits of this desirable 
high traffic location! Contact us now for exclusive viewings.

REDUCED Charming 4 BR, 1.5 BTH Colonial 
with Original Tin Ceilings and Pumpkin Pine Floors. 
Enclosed Porch and 2 Car Detached Garage. 7,800 

Square Foot Lot. 2 Blocks to LIRR …$749,000

NEW HYDE PARK COLONIAL

DOUGLASTON 
STORE RENTAL

DOUGLASTON COLONIAL

OPEN HOUSE 

SAT 11:00AM–1:00PM

OPEN HOUSE 

SAT 12:00–3:00PM

NEW LISTING

LITTLE NECK HIGH RANCH

BAYSIDE CONDO
228-21 69 AVE.
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas



BY RAPHAEL SUGARMAN

One of the many unique aspects of Lincoln 
Center’s production of “War Horse” is the num-
ber of actors in its rather sizable cast who play 
more than one role.

This includes the actors who play Joey, the 
puppet-filly who has taken Broadway’s breath 
away, since the play debuted at the Vivian Beau-
mont Theatre on March 15, 2011.

More remarkably, perhaps, is that some 
actors in the production are required to divide 
their efforts playing members of hostile nations 

— British townsfolk, German soldiers 
and French farmers.

Set in World War I, during 
which a staggering 35 million 
people and 8 million horses were 
killed, “War Horse” requires 
its cast to translate the pain of 
each.

“War Horse” is, in other 
words, a story about empathy.

It is difficult to imagine that any-
one understands this better than 

Astoria resident Elliot Villar, 
who plays Mr. Allan, a fixture 
in the British county of Devon in 

the play’s first act, and in act two, 
Suldate Klausen, a psychologically 

complex German soldier on whose 
back rests the play’s final moral 
epiphany. 

“Even though he can look mean 
at first, he is really just as scared as 
anyone else,” said Villar.

Drafting Joey
The London and New York pro-

ductions of “War Horse” are based 
on a novel of the same name by highly 

TO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DININGTO THE ARTS, ENTERTAITO THE ARTS, ENTERTAI
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Continued on Page 27

Elliot Villar (l.) in a scene 
from the National Theatre 
of Great Britain production 
of War Horse at the Vivian 
Beaumont Theater, 150 
W. 65th St., Manhattan. 

Photo by Paul Kolnik
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“Being current, being 
responsive to the world 
we’re living in, is simply 
good theatre.”

So says Jim Simp-

son, artistic director of the 
Flea Theater in downtown 
Manhattan. Simpson, mar-
ried to Sigourney Weaver, 
chooses a lot of provocative 
and political plays to show-
case in his 80-seat venue. 
Audiences at the Flea have 
to pay attention — to bring 
something to the table, as 

my daughter likes to say — 
and when the curtain falls, 
the payoff will be a lot to 
think and talk about.

So much of what pass-
es for entertainment today 
is mindless — something 
like the Republican can-
didates’ debates — trivial, 
unreal and easily forgot-
ten. Most movies are mar-
keted to 15- to 24-year-olds, 
most television is simply 
distraction and the typical 
theater production lacks 
substance, while walking 
among us are those with 
hand-held devices that text, 
Tweet and play games.

Okay, not that there’s 
anything terribly wrong 
with any of that, but this 
dumbing down of our cul-
ture leaves little time for 

anything else. My advice: 
get out of the rut and look 
for something that’s a chal-
lenge.

For those in the know, 
the plays of William 

Shakespeare remain rel-
evant today. And they’re 
constantly produced more 
than 400 years after their 
original performances. So 
much is in them to be dis-
covered and interpreted — 

they never grow old. The 
language may be tough to 
follow and the meaning 
sometimes is a mystery, but 
when you get it, you’ll come 
back for more.

Samuel Beckett, the 
Irish playwright, consid-
ered one of the most influ-
ential writers of the 20th 
century and winner of the 
Nobel Prize for Literature, 
is best known for “Waiting 
For Godot,” which he wrote 
in French. That play, which 
has been revived several 
times since its debut in 
1953, has been described as 
one in which nothing hap-
pens, yet keeps audiences 
glued to their seats. Beck-
ett himself, when asked to 
explain the play, said: “I 
know no more about the 

characters than what they 
say, what they do, and what 
happens to them … I do not 
know who Godot is. I do 
not even know if he exists. 
And I do not know if they 
believe he does or doesn’t, 
those two who are waiting 
for him.”

If all this is a little too 
much, let me recommend 
a new TV series that re-
volves around the creation 
of a new Broadway musical 
based on the life of Mari-

lyn Monroe.
The show is called 

“Smash,” now into its 
fourth episode Monday 
nights on NBC. It’s got a lot 
more going for it than the 
typical channel stuff, espe-
cially for you theater types. 
Created by Theresa Re-

beck, a playwright and tele-
vision writer, and produced 
by Steven Spielberg, the 
pilot episode was directed 
by well-known stage direc-
tor Michael Mayer. The 
cast has a lot of familiar 
faces, headed by Anjelica 

Huston.
Although the critics 

have been positive, I hear 
that the all-important rat-
ings have not been daz-
zling, so you may want to 
catch it now.

Once again I make a 
request to the local theater 
community: if there are 
any subjects you would like 
covered or any news about 
what you’re up to, let me 
hear from you.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBH24@Columbia.edu. 

Answers in Sports

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Let’s at least stop the dumbing down of theater
So much of 

what passes for 
entertainment 

today is 
mindless.
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regarded children’s writer 
Michael Morpurgo.

Outlined in the broad-
est strokes, the book and 
plays tell the story of Joey, 
a regal thoroughbred, and 
Albert Narracott, the De-
von boy who becomes en-
amored of the foal as they 
both begin to mature.

When Albert’s father 
Ted purchases Joey at an 
auction, his wife Rose is 
furious, insisting that the 
struggling family needs 
a plough horse instead to 
help it survive. Her worst 
fears are confirmed when 
the Narracotts are forced 
to sell Joey to Captain Nich-
olls, a young officer in the 
British cavalry.

World War I soon 
breaks out and both cap-
tain and colt are deployed 
to France. Nicholls is soon 
killed by machine gun fire 
and Joey and the other 
horses are captured by the 
Germans, who put them to 
work pulling heavy artil-
lery and ambulance wag-
ons.

This is particularly 
excruciating work for Joey 
and his pal Topthorn, a 
fellow thoroughbred, built 
for speed rather than 
strength.

Miraculously, though, 
both horses survive year 
after year during the war 
through good fortune and 
the kindheartedness of cer-
tain civilians and soldiers.

At first, Suldate Klaus-
en is not one of these soft-
hearted soldiers.

“You’re weak, you 
think they are like hu-
mans,” Klausen berates 
another German officer, 
who is feeling pity over 
the death of a horse. “But 
they aren’t human, they’re 
beasts, here only to carry 
us or to pull us.”

But even the emotions 
of the seemingly impen-
etrable Klausen ultimately 
evolve, when he discovers 
that a familiar horse has 
died of exhaustion. “Damn 
this bloody war,” he bel-
lows, no longer able to dis-
cern between beast and the 
beastliness of war.

Personal Role
Villar said that in his 

performance as Klausen, 

he is trying “to show the 
character’s commanding 
presence, but also his vul-
nerability.”. 

“Every night when 
I play Klausen, I try and 
humanize him,”  the actor 
said.

Villar said his empa-
thetic approach is largely a 
product of his training and 
family background.

Born and raised in 
New York City, he became 
interested in performance 
at an early age. He attended 
the Ethical Culture Field-
ston School in the Bronx on 
a high school scholarship 
and later graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in drama 
from Vassar College. 

Villar was selected for 
a one-year fellowship at the 
prestigious Shakespeare 
Theater Company of Wash-
ington, D.C. He worked in 
New York as an actor for a 
year, before being accepted 
to Yale University’s School 
of Drama, where he earned 
a master’s degree, special-
izing in performance. He 
credited the experiences 
for giving him the skills 
to illustrate the emotional 
dualities of a character like 
Klausen on stage as well as 
to pick up on the subtle nu-
ances of his fellow actors.

“We all take a tremen-
dous amount of care every 
performance watching and 
listening to each other,” 
said Villar. “It’s the best 
way to keep the show alive, 
because the characters can 
never become stale.”

Villar’s biggest con-
nection to “War Horse” 
however, is personal. His 
father, Carmelo, served in 
Vietnam as a paratrooper 
and combat medic in the 
U.S. Army’s 173rd Airborne 
Battalion. 

“He watched men die, 

he was there to witness 
their last words,” said Vil-
lar. 

Carmelo Villar was 
very moved to see his 
son’s performance in “War 
Horse,” the actor said, add-
ing, “and it meant just as 
much for me to know he 
was out there.” 

The actors in “War 
Horse,” use artfully de-
signed costumes and per-
fectly honed gestures and 
vocal pitch to mimic the 
outside appearance of a 
horse.

The play’s biggest suc-
cess, however, is allowing 
the audience to empathize 
with the  inner worlds of 
both the horses and hu-
mans. 

“What really resonates 
with me is the universal ex-
perience of war,” said Vil-
lar. “No matter what side 
you’re on, all you’re really 
trying to do is get you and 
your buddies back alive.”

“War Horse” is play-
ing at the Vivian Beaumont 
Theater, 150 W. 65th St. in 
Manhattan.

Scene from “War Horse,” a National Theatre of Great Britain pro-
duction. Photo by Paul Kolnik

Continued from Page 25

‘Warhorse’

Elliot Villar performs two 
roles in “War Horse:” Mr. 
Allan, a British fixture, and 
German officer Suldate 
Klausen in “War Horse.” 

Photo courtesy of Lincoln Theater

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Last night I stayed up
late playing poler with
tarot cards. I got a full
house and four people
died.
• • •  Steven Wright

Across
  1. Tosses, as a coin
  6. White lies
10. Halt
14. Like some columns
15. Lotion ingredient
16. Clear off
17. Handy sort
20. “Where are you?”
        response
21. Designate
22. Wanting
25. Spread out
26. Board game pieces
30. Jay of late night TV
32. Like carbon monoxide
35. Core
41. British anthem
43. It’s short on a T?
44. Freed for a price
45. Funny one
47. Knights
48. Italian isle
53. Skin abnormalities
56. Pupil-surrounding rings
58. Went to a restaurant
63. Lion’s title, as they say
66. Brother of Jacob
67. Paper unit
68. Early times
69. Edit out
70. Pearl Harbor locale
71. Skirt fold

Down
  1. Pacific island nation
  2. Mortgage, e.g.
  3. Ruler unit
  4. MA highway, informally
       with “The”
  5. Disdain
  6. LAX watchdog
  7. Sick
  8. Henry VIII’s second
  9. ___ good example
10. Everglades, e.g.

11. Kind of wave
12. Met offering
13. Annoying
18. Professional charge
19. B&O, et al.
23. Further
24. Total
26. Hot ___ (flashy types)
27. False god
28. Secret message
29. Gaelic language
31. Foreshadow
33. Washroom, for short
34. Always
36. Mensa stats
37. Couples
38. Actress Moore
39. Odd look
40. Odds counterpart
42. Caps
46. Summer cooler
48. Solidified
49. Get up
50. Kind of code
51. Renegade

52. United Nations agcy.
54. ___ Mahal
55. Puzzle
57. 60’s hairdo
59. Chemical compound
60. Folklore fiend
61. Forearm bone
62. Exam
64. Derisive laugh
65. Outback runner

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
             WHATS THE BIG YOLK

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS   By Pete Canty

TimesLedger Newspapers
Mar. 8-14, 2012

 A  Good  Hand

Temptation of the Muses — An 
imaginative piece drawing from 
poetry, drama, music and dance 
that brings an artful fusion of 
Eastern splendor and Western 
dynamism. Composition of the 
Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company 
and the Ahn Trio.
When: March 10, 8 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 30-20 Thomson 
Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.
laguardiaperformingarts.org

Bubblemania — Come see 
the beauty, wonder and fun 
of bubbles as international, 
award-winning bubble 
performer Casey Carle brings 
his amazing one-man show 
combining spontaneous 
comedy, jazz music and brilliant 
bubbling to Queens Theatre.
When: Sunday, March 11, 1 pm & 
Sunday, March 11, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona

Contact: Box Offi ce 718-760-
0064; Administration 718-760-
0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

The Megillah According to 
Broadway — Followed by our 
Purim Carnival which will 
have games, arts and crafts, 
costume parade, and much 
more.
When: March 11, 1 pm
Where: Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, 40-60 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Contact: 718-961-0030
Website: www.freesynagogue.
org
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248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING  FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808
220-33 Northern Blvd.

Bayside
(3 blocks west of

Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606
Open 7 days noon-11pm

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call: Mary Leary 

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537

Asian Fusion & Sushi Bar
38-05 Bell Blvd., Bayside | 718-631-1188

718

61-02 Springfield Blvd. 
718-224-9292

BAYSIDE ORIGINAL 
CHICKEN

WWW.TIMESLEDGER.COM | 718.260.4537
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Josephine is a junior at St. Agnes Academic 
High School, a school she was determined to 
attend since seventh grade. During her tenure 
at St. Agnes, Josephine has maintained an 
admirable grade point average and has been 
enrolled in several honors classes; her favorites 
are Math and French.

Dedication to her studies has led to her 
membership in the National Honors Society, 
the New York State Science Honors Society, 
and Mu Alpha Theta, a Math Honors 
Society.  Josephine has received both the St. 
John’s Women in Math Award and the St. 
John’s Women in Science Award. Currently, 
Josephine participates in Science Research, an 
independent study class, for which she receives 
college credits through SUNY Albany.

Josephine still manages to pursue other interests 
through participation in various clubs. She is a 
member of chorus, TV Studio, Relay for Life, and 
the track team.  She contributes to the St. Agnes 
newspaper, Veritas, is a student ambassador, 
and is active in speech and debate. On the 
athletic front, Josephine is captain and assistant 
coach of the school’s bowling team.

Outside the school environs, Josephine is 
involved in several pursuits, including the 
Girl Scouts. She has been a member since 
kindergarten and is earning a Gold Award. 
Involvement with the Girl Scouts infl uenced her 
to become a leader-in-training of a troop at the 
Greater Ridgewood Youth Council, where she 
is a day camp counselor during the summer. 

Additionally, Josephine is involved in and 
dedicated to her parish community: She is an 
alter server, and leader of Confi rmation class 
discussion groups.  Currently, she is endeavoring 
to become a Eucharistic Minister.

Ms. Anne Fonde, who teaches both Algebra2 
& Trigonometry Regents and Physics Regents 
courses, has nothing but praise for Josephine. 
Forde said, “I am impressed each day by her 
eagerness to learn. As a member of Mu Alpha 
Theta, she tutors freshman and sophomores 
every Wednesday morning.” 

According to Guidance Counselor Kimberly 
Daly, “Josephine has been an engaged learner, 
an active participant, and an enthusiastic 
member of our school community. She is always 
the fi rst to volunteer to help at any event our 

school hosts.” It is not only her willingness to 
participate, but that she “always has a positive 
attitude and brings joy and energy to any 
school event,” that impresses Ms. Daly.

Ms. Michelle Shaw, Guidance Counselor, 
says she is “in awe of Josephine’s grace and 
poise while maintaining all the responsibilities 
she has given herself. Yet, despite the praise, 
Josephine has never been anything less than 
humble. She is a remarkable young woman 
who will undoubtedly accomplish amazing 
things throughout her lifetime.”

Miss Christie Accardi, English Department, was 
very pleased to nominate Josephine as a Student 
of Distinction. Josephine is a student in the AP 
English Literature and Composition course where 
she “performs in the top fi ve percent of her 
class,” according to Miss Accardi. In addition, 
“She is a meticulous and diligent student who 
enriches any class topic with her opinions and 
ideas. She is an analytical thinker, which gives 
her great insight into the literary topics we cover 
and discuss,” states Miss Accardi.

In terms of the future, Josephine wishes to 
combine her passions. She explains, “Writing is 
my passion; it enables me to express my thoughts, 
feelings, and creativity. I hope to become an 
author.” Toward that end, Josephine wishes to 
major in creative writing at Emerson College 
in Boston. Her interests also lay in pursuing the 
study of psychology. “My Guidance Counselors’ 
willingness to help others has infl uenced me to 
become a guidance counselor myself.” While 
accomplishing both goals may seem diffi cult, 
Josephine is determined to succeed.

Given her long list of accomplishments 
and honors, it is clear that Josephine will, 
indeed, succeed.

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

JOSEPHINE O’MALLEY
MARCH 2012
STUDENT OF DISTINCTION
ST. AGNES ACADEMIC 
HIGH SCHOOL
COLLEGE POINT, NY

*Top-performing large thrift in the U.S. for the 12 months ended March 31, 2011
among thrifts with $2.0 billion or more in assets, as reported by SNL Financial.

©2012 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC     
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Scholarships 
     Available
Scholarships 
     Available

631.656.2110            305 N. Service Road  Dix Hills, New York 11746        www.ftc.edu

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N TA R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C AT I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
• JOURNALISM• MASS COMMUNICATION • MUSIC TEACHER EDUCATION • MUSIC BUSINESS • MUSIC PERFORMANCE  • THEATRE ARTS

www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Open House
• Learn about our Degree & Internship Programs 

 • Meet with Admissions & Financial 
     Aid Representatives

   • Presentations & Demonstrations 
        in our Professional Studios

     • Scholarships Available  

Saturday, March 10 at 1 pm  

Turner may square off vs. Meeks in new district
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The federal judge cho-

sen to redraw New York 
state’s congressional dis-
trict lines released her 
preliminary map Tuesday, 
which if approved would 
set up a showdown between 
U.S. Reps. Bob Turner (R-
Middle Village) and Grego-
ry Meeks (D-Jamaica) in a 
battle for southern Queens.

The congressional dis-
trict now represented by 
Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-
Bayside), who was facing 
a possible challenge from 
Turner if the lines had been 
redrawn differently, would 
be split in half, picking up 
the northern part of Turn-
er’s district in the west and 
putting the northeastern-
most parts of the borough 
in a predominantly Long 
Island district. 

The current districts 
held by Reps. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) and Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 

Heights) remain largely 
unchanged.

According to Magis-
trate Roanne Mann’s map, 
Turner’s Breezy Point 
home and the western sec-
tion of the Rockaway pen-
insula would be in the new 
Congressional District 5, 
which combines parts of 
Jamaica Estates, Hollis-
wood and Long Island into 
Meeks’ current district.

“The redistricting 
plan introduced today by 
the special master is just 
another step in the pro-
cess,” Turner said. “I am 
prepared to run in whatev-
er district I reside in once 
the final lines are adopted 
and signed by the gover-
nor.”

Meeks said that while 
he did not know what the fi-
nal lines would look like, if 
they remain as proposed it 
is “absolutely correct 1,000 
percent” that he would be 
“running and running 
hard” for election in the 

new District 5.
Turner won his cur-

rent District 9 seat in a 
special election after dis-
graced former Rep. Antho-
ny Weiner resigned amid a 
sexting scandal. His Repub-

lican victory stunned the 
political establishment in a 
district that had remained 
in Democratic hands for 
generations.

The middle section of 
Turner’s current district — 

Howard Beach, Ozone Park 
and Lindenwood — gets 
pushed into an area now 
held by Brooklyn Democrat 
Ed Towns, and Woodhaven 
is moved in with Rep. Nydia 
Velazquez’s (D-Ridgewood) 
district.

The northern part of 
Turner’s district — which 
includes parts of Bayside, 
Oakland Gardens and Au-
burndale as well as Fresh 
Meadows, Utopia, Pomo-
nok, Electchester, Kew 
Gardens Hill, Briarwood, 
Forest Hills, Rego Park, 
Middle Village, Maspeth 
and Glendale — would go 
into a new District 6, which 
will also include Elmhurst, 
Queensboro Hill, Flushing 
and Murray Hill.

Ackerman announced 
Tuesday this is the district 
where he plans to run for 
re-election.

“The new 6th CD is a 
fantastic district in Queens 
where I grew up, went to 
public school and college, 

and started my family and 
my business,” he said. “It 
contains my political base 
and longtime roots, and I 
have had the privilege of 
representing approximate-
ly 90 percent of it during my 
34 years in the state Senate 
and U.S. Congress.”

State Sen. Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows) 
had previously announced 
his plans to challenge Turn-
er for his seat and released 
a statement in response to 
Mann’s proposal.

“The special master’s 
lines came out today, and 
while I can’t predict what 
the final lines will ulti-
mately look like, the spe-
cial master’s District 6 is 
centered around my home 
and communities that I 
have represented in the As-
sembly, on the community 
board and as a civic leader 
for over 20 years,” he said. 
“I look forward to the op-
portunity to run for Con-

The newly proposed New York Congressional District 5, where Bob 
Turner and Gregory Meeks both plan to run should the boundaries be 
adopted. Photo courtesy U.S. District Court, Eastern District of New York

Continued on Page 40
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FEATURING: DAYMOND JOHN
Star of ABC’s hit TV show 

SHARK TANK

Daymond will be joined by a panel of regional business leaders, 
moderator Rob Basso, Producer of Basso On Business and a room 
full of regional business elite.

Our mission is to discover our area’s future business leaders.

Based on a concept by Ana Carril-Grumberg, Internet Filmmaker to Deepak 

Chopra Global. Produced in partnership with Advantage Payroll Services.

EXHIBIT SPACE IS STILL AVAILABLE
Visit www.exposyourbusiness.com to register.

INFO@EXPOSYOURBUSINESS.COM
516-813-6155

DON’T MISS THE BUSINESS EVENT OF THE YEAR!
NY MULTICULTURAL BUSINESS EXPO

* Attend or exhibit and receive a FREE trial version of IBM Lotus Live + training. The training alone for this product is valued at $600.

Promoting Business in Ethnically Diverse Markets
FREE ADMISSION TO THE BUSINESS PUBLIC*

(MUST REGISTER ONLINE BEFORE EVENT. $10 AT THE DOOR.)

Position yourself among companies that have successfully penetrated 
the fast growing markets of other cultures.
Exhibit among companies who partner with minority owned businesses. 
Attend seminars that help your business succeed in all markets.
Connect with over 1000 entrepreneurs and executives. 

Thursday, March 15, 2012 
10:00AM – 3:00PM

Leonard’s of Great Neck 
555 Northern Boulevard Great Neck, NY 11021

BY JOE ANUTA
 
City Comptroller John 

Liu has not stopped attend-
ing events or City Council 
hearings in the week after 
his campaign treasurer Jia 
“Jenny” Hou was charged 
with funneling illegal do-
nations to his mayoral war 
chest even as Democratic 
insiders are questioning 
how a bid for Gracie Man-
sion could possibly take 
place.

Liu made an appear-
ance at a Chinatown event 
and also marched in the St. 
Pat’s for All Parade in Sun-
nyside Saturday, where he 
was cheered when he took 
the stage.

“I’ve had the fortune 
of being here every year 
since the beginning, and 
the crowd, the spectators, 
the marchers grow larger 
and larger in size,” he said 
in his brief address to the 
crowd. “It speaks to the 
spirit of what is St. Pat-
rick’s month here in New 
York City is all about — 
people coming together and 
celebrating one of the most 
fun times of the year.”

Liu was speaking on 
a stage with other politi-
cians, including Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, and 
later stepped down into the 
crowd to shake hands with 
parade-goers and take a 
stroll down Skillman Av-
enue.

No elected officials 
openly mentioned Hou’s 
indictment, but members of 
the Democratic Party have 
privately expressed doubt 
about how Liu could seek 
the top spot in City Hall.

Hou’s indictment, the 
second involving Liu’s cam-
paign, could distract from 
the issues during a may-
oral run, one party mem-
ber said. It could also give 
opponents ammunition to 
use against the comptroller 
during the race.

Liu was first elected 
to the Council in 2001 and 
represented Flushing until 
2009. Liu won the race for 

city comptroller that year 
and become the first Asian 
American to hold a city-
wide office,  He  remains a 
popular figure in the large-
ly Asian-American neigh-
borhood of Flushing, where 
his actions are closely fol-
lowed.

Party members were 
careful to say that Liu has 
not yet been tied to any 
wrongdoing and no elected 
official has called for his 
ouster from the comptrol-
ler’s seat.

The only public calls 
for Liu’s ouster have come 
from two men on opposite 
ends of a political career 
who share his party.

Democratic  mayoral 
candidate Tom Allon, a 
weekly newspaper pub-
lisher, and former Mayor 
Ed Koch have both said Liu 
should step down amid the 
widening investigation.

On Monday, Liu was 
testifying at a Council bud-
get hearing, and after a re-
porter asked him whether 
he thought about heeding 
calls to resign, he replied, 
“What resignation calls?”

Flushing political in-
siders familiar with Liu’s 
time in both the comptrol-
ler’s office and City Coun-

cil said investigators would 
probably try to get Hou to 
implicate higher-ranking 
members of the campaign. 
Hou, who is 25 years old 
and a Rutgers graduate, 
was paid just $27,678 over 
a six-month period to work 
on Liu’s campaign. 

Hou faces 60 years in 
prison if convicted on all 
counts, according to the in-
dictment.

She has publicly ex-
pressed admiration for Liu 
following the indictment, 
but her family had ties with 
the comptroller before the 
feds tightened the net.

Hou’s father, Jian Li 
“Peter” Hou works as a 
Fire Protection Engineer 
for NY Business Fire Sys-
tems, based in Flushing, 
according to city Campaign 
Finance Board documents.

He raised a total of 
$5,600 for Liu’s still-undel-
cared 2013 mayoral run, ac-
cording to the board.

He also donated $4,150 
to Liu’s campaign himself 
in January.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566. 

Liu stays in public eye 
amid treasurer’s arrest

John Liu is all smiles at the St. Pat’s for All Parade in Sunnyside, 
despite his campaign treasurer’s recent indictment on wire fraud 
charges. Photo by Christina Santucci
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WWW.STMARYSKIDS.ORG 
888-KIDS NYS

             �...everyone was so 
wonderful there, it was 
where my daughter was 
meant to be to get better.�

�...a rising tower 
of the future for  
special kids like my  
daughter, a patient 
already benefiting 
from their expertise 
and dedication.�

�...St. Mary kids are full 
of  joy and always happy.�

� I worked in the 
Home Care dept. 

It taught me 
things that allow 

me to help my 
patients better 

to this day. Love 
you St. Marys!�

�...my son Danny 
did so well, and this  
wellness stays with 
him, and all of us.�

�an amazing 
place to learn 

about love.�

A FEW WORDS  
FROM OUR FRIENDS:

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

For the already finan-
cially struggling New York 
Mets, the news gets ever 
worse.

A federal judge has or-
dered the Mets owners to 
pay as much as $83 million 
to a trustee in the Bernard 
Madoff case and ordered 
them to trial March 19 with 
the outcome possibly mean-
ing they could be liable for 
another $303 million.

Judge Jed Rakoff of the 
U.S. Court for the Southern 
District of New York issued 
the ruling resulting from 
trustee Irving Picard’s 
claim that the Mets owners 
should pay up to $1 billion 
into a fund to reimburse 
multitudes of victims of 
Madoff’s fraudulent deal-
ings.

“The principal is-

sue remaining for trial is 
whether the defendants 
acted in good faith when 
they invested [with Madoff 
in the two years prior to 
bankruptcy] or whether, 
by contrast, they willfully 
blinded themselves to Mad-
off’s Ponzi scheme,” Rakoff 
wrote. “The court remains 
skeptical that the trustee 
can ultimately rebut the de-
fendants’ showing of good 
faith.”

Madoff was sentenced 
to 150 years, which he is 
serving in a federal prison 
in North Carolina.

The judge’s ruling 
comes on the heels of rev-
elations that the Mets, who 
are observing their 50th 
anniversary, are in dread-
ful financial condition.

Newsday, in informa-
tion obtained through a 
federal Freedom of Infor-

mation inquiry, disclosed 
that Citi Field revenues 
have fallen by more than 
30 percent since the park 
opened four years ago, at-
tendance has declined by 
26 percent and revenue 
from the sale of premium 
seats plummeted by nearly 
50 percent. Proceeds from 
concessions and parking 
also declined.

Fred Wilpon, the prin-
cipal owner, said his fam-
ily would do all it could to 
keep the franchise. He said 
a competitive team was the 
key to recovery.

The Mets were 70-92 
last season.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by 
e-mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Mets’ fi nancial losing 
streak takes pricey turn
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Sunnysiders map out potential bicycle routes
BY JOE ANUTA

 
About 50 people gath-

ered in Sunnyside Satur-
day morning to discuss 
what many Queens neigh-
borhoods consider taboo: 
bike lanes.

Residents of the area 
listened to a presentation 
from the city and then 
broke into small groups to 
pour over maps of Queens, 
marking their bike route 
wishlist by highlighting 
thoroughfares with mark-
ers.

“I don’t feel comfort-
able taking my kids on 
my bike,” said avid cyclist 
Christopher Stone, who 
lives in Jackson Heights 
and bikes to work in Man-
hattan.

Stone’s call for more 
bike lanes in Queens echoed 
many of the other bikers at 
the meeting. Since people 
are going to bike anyway, 
dedicated lanes would make 
things safer for cyclists and 

motorists alike by avoiding 
accidents.

The city Department of 
Transportation organized 
the meeting after being ap-
proached by Community 
Board 2 and City Council-
man Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), himself a 
cyclist and the first law-
maker to hold a bike lane 
forum in Queens.

Steve Scofield,  who 
was a bike messenger in the 
1970s, said he has seen an 
explosion of cyclists since 
the old days and that bike 
lanes could be a way to en-
courage would-be cyclists 
to get out of the house.

Queens has been slow 
to adopt bike lanes, accord-
ing to a 1997 plan called the 
city Bicycle Master Plan, 
which was designed to 
make the entire city acces-
sible on two wheels.

The Queens portion of 
the report shows links be-
tween the waterfront facing 
the East River to Flushing 

Meadows Corona Park via 
Skillman and 34th avenues. 
From the park, the city en-
visioned another bike cor-
ridor connecting downtown 
Flushing to downtown Ja-
maica via Parsons Boule-
vard and 164th Street.

Greenways, which are 
dedicated to non-motorized 
forms of transportation, 

were also envisioned run-
ning along many of the ma-
jor roads in the borough, in-
cluding the Grand Central 
and Cross Island parkways 
and the Whitestone and 
Van Wyck expressways.

Yet a comparison 
with a map of current bike 
routes shows that much of 
the city’s plan was never 

implemented.
While Manhattan now 

closely resembles the city’s 
1993 plan, and Brooklyn 
to a lesser extent, the plan 
in Queens has been imple-
mented in disconnected 
patches.

Bike lanes in Forest 
Park in Ridgewood and 
Glendale simply stop at the 
eastern edge of the park, 
providing cyclists no pro-
tected route to reach the 
comparatively well-served 
western edge of the bor-
ough.

Downtown Flushing 
and Jamaica are not con-
nected by a bike lane, and 
several greenways were 
never connected to each 
other.

The disconnect stems 
largely from backlash the 
DOT received from com-
munities who do not want 
the lanes.

“Usually the majority 
of the people are against 
them,” said Joe Femenia, 

chairman of Community 
Board 7’s Transportation 
Committee. “For starters, 
we have enough traffic as 
it is.”

Femenia said the fa-
ther east in Queens one 
goes, the less support for 
bike lanes there is due to 
more people relying on 
cars and the distance from 
other biking destinations 
like Manhattan.

Some people ride bikes 
for recreation, but other-
wise the lanes already in 
place are rarely used, he 
said.

After the city imple-
mented some of the plan’s 
routes, the agency now 
makes sure to get commu-
nity approval before lay-
ing one ounce of paint on 
the roadway, according to 
Queens DOT Commission-
er Maura McCarthy.

“As the community 
wants them, we build out,” 
she said at the meeting.

Emilia Crotty (c.), of Community Board 2, discusses possible bike 
paths along western Queens streets during a brainstorming ses-
sion. Photo by Joe Anuta
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LATE ADS

Buckley Country Day School

Admissions Open House 
Tuesday

March 13, 2012 
9:00 AM

 
516.627.1910 ext. 2701

www.buckleycountryday.com
IU Willets Road, Roslyn, NY

Columbia University Teachers College
Affiliate School

Please join us

Toddler through Eighth Grade
Beginning in their earliest years, our students 
experience an innovative curriculum, engage 
in active and joyful learning, and prepare for 
a life of achievement and leadership.

Our curriculum incorporates

Enriched instruction in literacy, mathematics,   
 and science, supported by current 
 educational research

 Multiple technologies for “anytime, 
 anyplace learning”

 Study of world languages, beginning in 
 Pre-Kindergarten

 Creative self-expression through the visual
 and performing arts, including strings,   
 drama, and dance

 Emphasis on fitness and physical skills,   
 beginning in early childhood and culminating   
 in athletic competition in middle school 
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Joe Crowley

Helen Marshall

Peter Vallone Jr., Michael Gianaris and 
Peter Vallone Sr.

Warren Schreiber and Judy Abbot 
(center rear) with friends at their table

Bishop Charles Norris, Corey Terry, Herb Huntley, Monica Pringle, 
Gwen Vaughn (front); Lois Mendyweather, Shirley Huntley, Fredrick 
Lewis and Dr. Maria Hubbard

Carol Gresser and Martha Taylor

John Liu, Harbachan Singh and Joe 
Crowley

Grace Meng and Karen Koslowitz

Nettie Mayersohn and Claire Shulman

John Liu , Vivian Cook and Joe Crowley

Warren Schreiber, Mark Weprin, Scott 
Stringer, Paul Vallone and Peter Vallone Sr.

Larry Gresser, Joe Dorsa, Carol Gresser 
and Ed Braunstein

Barbara Clark

Christine Quinn

The woman of the hour, Nettie Mayersohn, with her 
Democratic women supporters 

Elizabeth Crowley and John Liu

Letitia James and Nettie Mayersohn

DA Richard Brown and Toby Stavisky

Christine Quinn (center) and friends at the table 
prior to her departure for Rockaway St. Pats 
Parade

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 
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CAPITOL HOUSING
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (l.) and Ann Cotton Morris, president of the 
Woodside Houses Tenants Association and district chairwoman 
of all Queens public housing, meet in the congressman’s Capitol 
Hill office before attending President Barack Obama’s State of the 
Union address.

CITIZEN KABER
City Councilman Daniel Dromm (l.) congratulates and thanks Rasel 
Kaber on becoming a new American citizen. Kaber is a Bangladeshi 
immigrant who has been active in the Jackson Heights community 
and is currently a community organizer for Chhaya, whose mission 
is to create more stable and sustainable communities by increas-
ing civic participation and addressing the housing and community 
development needs of New York’s South Asians, new immigrants 
and their neighbors.

CROSSROADS
State Sen. Joseph Addabbo Jr. (r.) visited students and staff at PS 
273 in Richmond Hill in January for a special program conducted 
by the American Red Cross  of Greater NY.

HONORING HEROES
City Council Members Jimmy Van Bramer and Elizabeth Crowley 
present a Council proclamation to Queens fire house Rescue 4 
and Engine 292 for saving lives at a fire that killed one person in 
Woodside last month. Photo by credit William Alatriste

LIGHT THE WAY
On Feb. 4, U.S. Rep. Bob Turner joined in honoring Cub Scouts of 
Troop & Pack No. 139 of Howard Beach, who received the Arrow 
of Light Award and crossed over into the Boy Scouts. The award 
is the highest honor a Cub Scout receives. Turner presented each 
scout with congressional certificates at St. Helen’s School in 
Howard Beach.

LUCKY DRAGON
City Councilman Daniel Dromm (second from l.) and the Asian 
Community United Society held the second annual Elmhurst 
Community Lunar New Year celebration to welcome the Year of 
the Dragon. The celebration featured traditional Korean drum-
ming and a lion dance believed to usher in good fortune and ward 
off evil spirits. In attendance was city Comptroller John Liu (sec-
ond from r.).

RED TALES
In January, attorney Lauren P. Raysor, author of “Living the 
Wealthy Life” and the soon-to-be-released “Being Broke Is Not a 
Lifestyle,” held a reception and fund-raiser honoring five of the 
Tuskegee Airmen at The Riverview Restaurant & Lounge in Long 
Island City. Those who were honored were Dr. Roscoe C. Brown, 
Wilfred R. DeFour, Dabney N. Montgomery, the late Percy Sutton 
and George Watson Jr. Borough President Helen Marshall (stand-
ing, l.) issued proclamations to the honorees in recognition of 
their service to our country.

SECURE SUBWAYS
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (l.) and NYPD Commissioner Ray Kelly met 
at Police Headquarters to discuss the Public Transit Security and 
Local Law Enforcement Support Act. Turner and Kelly have pledged 
support to remove bureaucratic steps in the effort to protect New 
York City.

VET AFFAIRS
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (l.) and Terrance Holliday, commissioner of 
the mayor’s Office of Veterans’ Affairs, held an introductory meet-
ing in January. During the meeting, Turner and Holliday discussed 
the congressman’s appointment to the House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, Turner’s role for local vets and the Veterans Job 
Fair in February at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs New 
York Regional office.
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gress when the lines are finalized.”
In northeast Queens, parts of Whites-

tone, Fort Totten, Bay Terrace, Little Neck, 
Douglaston, Glen Oaks, Floral Park and 
Bellerose would be put into a predominant-
ly Long Island district. 

Mann was placed in charge of draw-
ing the congressional lines as the result 
of a lawsuit challenging the Legislature’s 
impasse on redistricting.

 State legislators had until Wednesday 
morning  to make their objections to the 
current congressional proposal. A three-
judge federal court will hold a hearing on 

the proposal March 15, which is also the 
deadline for lawmakers to report to the 
courts on their progress toward redrawing 
Assembly and Senate district lines.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) said rumors about the state’s lines, 
and when there could be a possible vote on 
them, change from day to day.

“I don’t lose sleep over it. I do my work 
regardless of the lines,” he said. “There 
were a lot of rumors at one point and I was 
very confident that [Gov. Andrew] Cuomo 
would veto any proposal drawn by legisla-
tors. I’m a lot less confident now.”

Addabbo said even if Cuomo approves 
the state lines, there are several pending 
lawsuits that could have the decision sent 
to the courts.

mulation, which is impor-
tant as it prevents students 
from falling behind early, 
was one of the problems 
cited at William Cullen 
Bryant, at 48-10 31st Ave. 
Last year, only 63 percent of 
first-year students earned 
at least 10 credits, putting 
the school at the bottom 12 
percent of the city. It had a 
four-year graduation rate 
of 57 percent.

If the schools are 
closed, a committee made 

up of UFT and DOE ap-
pointees will screen new 
teachers for hire. Current 
teachers are allowed to ap-
ply, and if the new school 
has more than 50 percent 
turnover, it will be eligible 
for School Improvement 
Grant  funds.

Grover Cleveland will 
host a public hearing April 
2 and William Cullen Bry-
ant will host one the follow-
ing day, both at 6 p.m.

Queens Vocational 
Technical High School in 
Long Island City is the one 
borough Persistently Low-
est Performing  school not 
being considered for clo-

sure. A DOE spokesman 
said the department evalu-
ates each school on a case-
by-case basis.

The DOE said its plans 
for the closed schools will 
not decrease the number 
of high school seats in 
Queens, but the borough 
will still have a shortage of 
155 seats next year. For the 
2013-14 year, it is expecting 
between a deficit of 20 and 
an excess of 34.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

I tried to be that for him,” 
said Moses, 29.

The Blackhawks 
would win some big-name 
competition, like the Nike 
Swoosh and Hoop Group 
tournaments, and Moses 
said Adams was well-liked 
and respected by his fellow 
players.

“The kids loved him 
and he was a really good 

teammate. He was a real 
good kid who never had 
any problems,” he said of 
the young man.

Adams was making an 
effort to improve his grades 
and was even talking about 
college, according to his 
coach, who had planned 
to give him an Inventors 
jersey with his name and 
number — 1 — on it as a 
graduation present.

“I guess now I’ll have 
to give it to his mom,” he 
said.

Moses said the New 

York Blackhawks Academy 
was planning to organize 
a scholarship fund in Ad-
ams’s name.

“We want to use his 
tragedy and make some-
thing positive about it,” he 
said.

The academy has loca-
tions in Queens, Brooklyn 
and Long Island.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

devastated.”
In June, Adams was 

walking home early in the 
morning when he was shot 
in the buttocks along with 
three other teens in St. Al-
bans. 

Adams made a recov-
ery, but his friend, 18-year-
old Terrell Fountain died.

After the shooting, 
Merritt said her son did not 
talk much about the death 
of his friend. Instead he 
wore a picture of the slain 
teen around his neck, she 
said.

Merritt and Wills are 
making sure that Adams’ 
death is not forgotten.

Wills is planning to 
hold oversight hearings in 
April about the New York 
City Housing Authority’s 
policy for transferring ten-
ants if they are victims of 
violent crimes.

Adams left behind two 
sisters and two brothers, 

one of whom, Ronald “Ron-
du” Merritt, was featured 
in TimesLedger Newspa-
pers for turning his life 
around and inspiring other 
teens to do the same.

Her son’s death seems 
to have sparked a new out-
rage in the community, one 
that Merritt hopes will cut 
down on teen gun violence.

Continued from Page 5

Continued from Page 9

Continued from Page 30

Continued from Page 4

Memorial

Closures

Redistricting

Darryl Adams

Darryl Adams’ aunt Shanton Merritt-Herndon writes a message to her nephew on a memorial outside 
his apartment building. Photo by Christina Santucci

Simotas’ baby due in July
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said she and her husband of 
eight years, John Katsanos, are expecting 
their first child in July.

“I’m very excited,” Simotas said. “Ob-
viously it’s going to be a big adjustment in 
our lives.”

The assemblywoman said she does not 
know if the baby will be a boy or a girl, al-
though she hopes to find out soon.

Simotas was elected to the Assem-

bly in 2010 after now-state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) left the seat. She said 
since both she and her husband, who works 
as an international tax consultant, have 
demanding jobs, they are expecting their 
families to assist after the baby is born.

“It’s wonderful to have family close by 
who can really help along the way,” Simo-
tas said.

— Rebecca Henely

LIRR riders can check schedules on 
smartphones during tryout

The Long Island Rail Road is conducting a tryout on the Port Washington line of new 
service to allow riders to find out train status and schedules using their own electronic 
devices.

The LIRR said passengers can get such information by logging on to mta.info/lirr 
and clicking on the “Long Island Rail Road Train Time” link.

Train Time is available on computers at work or home and on smartphones.

— Philip Newman

Darryl Adams’ mother Shanta Merritt (r.) hugs her son’s girlfriend. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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Sports

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Isaiah Lewis, one of 
the city’s top prospects, has 
been benched indefinitely, 
Christ the King Coach Joe 
Arbitello said after his team 
beat Archbishop Stepinac 
77-53 in the CHSAA Class 
AA boys’ basketball second 
round last Thursday night 
at St. Francis Prep in Fresh 
Meadows.

Arbitello labeled it a 
“coach’s decision.” Lewis, 
who wasn’t at the game 
due to a stomach illness, 
has not been thrown off the 
team, the coach said.

Arbitello said it was 
possible Lewis could play 
in the semifinals if Christ 
the King advances that far 
and he expects the junior to 
be in a Christ the King uni-
form next year. Lewis has 
offers from high Division I 
schools like Kansas, Louis-
ville and Memphis, among 
others.

“He’s welcome back,” 
Arbitello said. “If he wants 
to be here, he’s here. I don’t 
see any reason why he 

wouldn’t be.”
The decision was made 

earlier in the week, the 
fourth-year head man said. 
Christ the King is attempt-
ing to win a third straight 
CHSAA Class AA inter-
sectional title. Arbitello 
declined to comment on the 
talk he had with Lewis. He 
did say the benching had 
nothing to do with academ-
ics.

“It was a conversation 
between me and him,” Arbi-
tello said. “I have one very, 
very simple rule that I live 
by with my teams and it’s 
if you don’t embarrass me, 
then I won’t embarrass you. 
He hasn’t done anything to 
embarrass me. I’m not go-
ing to say anything. It was 
a conversation between me 
and Isaiah.”

Christ the King star 
Omar Calhoun dropped 29 
points on Stepinac (10-16) 
a few hours after learning 
that he was named to the 
All-American Champion-
ship, held in New Orleans 
the weekend of the Final 

Knights advance in playoffs
Holy Cross defeats Molloy in second-half rally, moves to semis

CK coach benches 
star in post-season

Christ the King’s Isaiah Lewis did not play in the second round 
of the CHSAA Class AA intersectional playoffs and will not com-
pete in the quarterfinals either, said Coach Joe Arbitello. 

Photo by Denis Gostev

BY MIKE MCAVOY

Heading into halftime 
down 11 points, Holy Cross 
head Coach Paul Gilvary 
knew he didn’t have to de-
liver an emotional speech 
to get his senior-heavy 
team going.

“I probably didn’t even 
have to go in there at half-
time,” Gilvary said. “It’s 
just not necessary with 
these guys. They knew what 
they were doing wrong and 
they had to fix it.”

His Knights did exact-
ly that, erasing the deficit 
en route to defeating Arch-
bishop Molloy 72-61 in the 
CHSAA Class AA boys’ 
basketball quarterfinals 
Sunday at Fordham Uni-
versity in the Bronx.

The Knights did so be-
hind the sensational play 
of two of their senior lead-
ers, Marquise Moore and 
Mairega Clarke. During 
the shoot around after half-
time, Moore and Clarke 
had a discussion with their 
fellow seniors.

“This couldn’t be our 
last game of the season,” 
Moore said. “So we just 
talked about it amongst 
ourselves, and made the ef-
fort to come out in the sec-
ond half strong.”

The Knights respond-
ed to their senior leader-
ship, opening up the third 
quarter with an 8-0 run, 
behind the hot shooting of 
Moore and Clark. They had 
shaken off their lethargic 
start, and now were right in 
the thick of the game. After 
tying the game at 40, Moore 
would give the Knights 
their first lead of the game, 
hitting a foul shot to make 

it 41-40 with 1:08 left to go in 
the third.

From there on, the 
Knights kept their foot on 
the pedal, separating from 
Archbishop Molloy (16-12), 
which was led by junior 
Marko Kozul (18 points) 
and C.J. Davis (14 points).

“It was very disap-
pointing in the first half,” 
Gilvary said. “I didn’t 
think we played with near-
ly enough energy. The pace 
was too slow for us.”

After the half, Gilvary 
said he made two minor ad-
justments to his team but 

other than that it was just 
them playing with more 
energy.

“I really don’t know 
why they came out so le-
thargic today,” Gilvary 
said. “It was so uncharac-
teristic of them. We usually 
come out and play 32 min-
utes of tough basketball. 
Today we only did it for 16 
minutes.”

That’s all it took for 
the Knights, though, out-
scoring Molloy 24-12 in the 
third quarter to give them 
the lead 43-42 heading into 
the fourth. Moore, who 

only had six points at the 
half, would come out and 
score 10 points alone in the 
fourth. He finished with 23 
points, nine rebounds and 
six assists.

In the fourth it was 
more of the same for Cross 
with Moore pacing the of-
fense, scoring eight points 
within the first two min-
utes of the quarter. On 
back-to-back possessions, 
he hit three-pointers build-
ing the Knights’ lead to 54-
44 with 6:03 left to play.

Clarke, who scored 17 

Holy Cross’ Marquise Moore had 23 points, nine rebounds and six assists. Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 43Continued on Page 43
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42 Sierra Calhoun lifts CK to Brooklyn/Qns title
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens title is Christ the 
King’s again and the Roy-
als have Sierra Calhoun to 
thank.

The sophomore star 
sat out three minutes of 
the final quarter after pick-
ing up her fourth foul, but 
didn’t wait long to make 
her presence felt when she 
returned. Calhoun scored 
seven straight points, in-
cluding a big three-pointer 
from the left side to start a 
game-changing spurt and 
cap a stellar final period.

“It was time to step 
up,” Calhoun said.

Calhoun hit her last 
five shots and scored 14 of 
her 22 points in the fourth 
quarter to lead No. 4 Christ 
the King to a 58-54 win over 
No. 2 Bishop Ford in the 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Division I girls’ basketball 
final Saturday night in 
Middle Village. The Royals 
knocked off top-seeded and 
defending champion Naza-

reth in the semifinals and 
have now won 26 of the last 
28 diocesan crowns.

“I was amped up,” Cal-
houn, who added nine re-
bounds, said. “I was sitting 
on the bench and I couldn’t 

really do anything. I got in 
the game, I knew I had to 
make a big impact.”

CK will be the top 
seed and get a first-round 
bye in next week’s CHSAA 
Class AA state tournament 

in a year that started 0-6 
and featured five losses to 
league opponents. Ford, 
which beat the Royals in 
December, was playing in 
its first-ever championship 
game at the highest classi-

fication.
“It’s like that every 

year, everyone is against 
CK,” senior guard Rayne 
Connell said. “As good as 
we might be, we can be first 
in the country, ‘Oh, they’re 
not good, they’re not going 
to get there.’”

Added CK Coach Bob 
Mackey, “They just didn’t 
quit.”

Kollyns Scarbrough 
had 10 points and 10 re-
bounds and Connell added 
nine points for CK (15-13). 
Taylor Butigian chipped in 
10 boards. Aaliyah Lewis 
paced Ford (22-5), which 
will also be in the state 
tourney as the diocesan’s 
second seed, with 14 of her 
16 points in the second half. 
Aaliyah Jones had 12 and 
Shanice Vaughan added 11. 
Brittany “Pookie” Martin 
had 10 points and 10 boards. 
The Falcons shot 1-of-21 
from beyond the arc.

“Sierra Calhoun, she’s 
a stud,” Bishop Ford Coach 
Mike Toro said.

Ford trailed for nearly 

three quarters, but charged 
into the fourth with a 35-33 
lead after a 9-0 run. With 
Calhoun on the bench with 
four fouls, the Royals con-
tinued a 7-0 spurt, capped 
by a Kristen Drogsler layup 
to grab a 43-37 advantage 
with 5:14 left in the game. 
Ford crept within two, but 
Scarbrough rebounded her 
own miss and Calhoun bur-
ied a trey as the Royals be-
gan to put the game out of 
reach with three consecu-
tive jumpers to help reclaim 
their diocesan crown.

“I want from here on 
out for all these spaces to 
keep filling up,” said Con-
nell, pointing to a board 
listing Christ the King’s 
titles.

The players talked 
about maturing and jelling 
as the year’s gone on. By 
Mackey’s design it started 
with five straight games 
against nationally ranked 
teams, four at the presti-
gious Nike Tournament of 
Champions in Arizona.

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

From her wild yet success-
ful forays to the hoop to her bold 
proclamation, Jazmine Hamlet 
lived up to the “lunatic” nick-
name Francis Lewis Coach Steve 
Tsai has bestowed upon her.

Sometimes the serene coach 
isn’t so fond of Hamlet’s at times 
out-of-control ways, but Saturday 
afternoon they helped No. 6 Fran-
cis Lewis upset third-seeded Tru-
man 47-34 in the PSAL Class A 
girls’ basketball quarterfinals at 
Hunter College.

Hamlet scored 13 points, in-
cluding a pair of difficult layups 
that put Truman away — the kind 
of shots that earned the nickname. 
With Lewis ahead 39-32 midway 
through the fourth quarter and 
looking to kill time, Hamlet took 
on a pair of defenders and some-
how dropped in a scoop shot as 
she hit the floor. Moments later, 
she got to the rebound of a Tyese 
Purvis miss and tossed in the fol-
low as she hit the deck again.

“We needed those types of 
clutch plays,” said Purvis, who 
also had 13 points. “I love her 
aggressiveness. It gets our team 
hyped. We get excited. It keeps the 
energy up.”

Purvis scored 13 points for 
Lewis and Jasmine Davis added 
11. Daquana Smith led Truman 
(20-7) with 12 points.

Tsai wanted the Patriots to 
milk the clock — not take dif-
ficult and contested shots — but 
when Hamlet converted, his 
frown turned into a smile. It was 
that kind of afternoon for Lewis, 
which lost a pair of regular-
season contests to Truman but 
turned the tables to reach the fi-
nal four for the second consecu-
tive season.

“I’m just proud of these girls, 
they deserve it,” Tsai said. “At the 
end of the season, we’ve really 
come together.”

It learned a great deal from 
those setbacks. For one, the Patri-
ots knew the way to beat Truman 
was by limiting star Krystal Pear-

son and not allowing transition 
opportunities. They focused on 
Pearson, a senior with Division 

I offers who managed just nine 
points, and got back on defense as 
fast as possible.

After a sluggish first half on 
the offensive end — Tsai felt his 
team played selfishly — Lewis 
broke out with a 30-point second 
half. The key was ball movement 
and finding the open teammate. 
There were possessions of double-
digit passes and wide-open shots, 
giving Truman’s trouble.

“We’re finally running our 
offense,” Hamlet said. “It’s about 
being unselfish, looking for the 
right shot, the right pass.”

Feeling confident with the 
victory and Lewis’ success dur-
ing the regular season against 
Bergtraum, Hamlet said she feels 
it’s time the Lady Blazers’ 13-year 
reign atop the city comes to an 
end. And the Patriots, she said, 
are just the team to make it hap-
pen as they beat Bergtraum once 
during the year and lost the other 
matchup by a point.

“It’s about time they get out 
of here,” Hamlet said, flashing a 
wry grin. “It’s time for anybody 
else to take it.”

Christ the King celebrates beating Bishop Ford for the CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens title. 
Photo by Denis Gostev

Francis Lewis’ Hamlet leads upset against PSAL rival

Francis Lewis’ Jazmine Hamlet scored 13 points to lead the Patriots to a 47-34 
upset of Truman in the PSAL Class AA quarterfinals. Photo by Denis Gostev
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43Cardozo falls in post-season 
fi ght against Bronx’s Wings
BY ZACH BRAZILLER
 
Wings Academy swept 

past fifth-seeded Cardozo 
in the PSAL Class AA quar-
terfinals at St. John’s Uni-
versity Sunday, putting an 
end to the borough champ’s 
post-season aspirations.

Marvilio Berroa, the 
6-foot-4 sharpshooter of the 
fourth-seeded Bronx pow-
erhouse, scored 20 points 
against Cardozo and hauled 
in five rebounds, pushing 
Wings past Cardozo 56-46.

Cardozo (24-7) hung 
around, but couldn’t over-
come dreadful shooting in 
the first and third quarters. 
In the two frames, the Judg-
es shot a combined 1-of-26 
from the field and managed 
four points in each quarter. 
The Judges overcame the 
first quarter struggles with 
a 13-1 run to end the first 
half and pull even. But af-

ter the lousy third quarter, 
they were behind by eight 
and could never get closer 
than six the rest of the way.

Despite the loss, Car-
dozo head Coach Ron Na-
clerio spoke fondly of his 
team afterward. It lost star 
junior Jermaine Lawrence 
in mid-January when the 
national prospect abruptly 
transferred to Pope John 
XXIII. It suffered an em-
barrassing, 29-point loss to 
rival Bayside. Yet the Judg-
es still shared the Queens 
AA crown, won the Queens 
borough crown and put up 
a bold effort Sunday at St. 
John’s.

“They fought valiant-
ly,” Naclerio said. “We won 
Queens in a year people 
didn’t think we would be 
that good with only one 
starter back from last year 
and when our only starter 
from last year left, a lot of 

people thought that would 
be the end.”

Wings, meanwhile, 
is in the final four for the 
third straight year. It fell to 
two-time defending champi-
on Boys & Girls the last two 
years, and will have to take 
down another Brooklyn 
powerhouse, No. 1 Thomas 
Jefferson to get to Madison 
Square Garden.

“I don’t want to belittle 
[getting to the semifinals], 
but we want to get that 
monkey off our backs and 
get over the hump,” Tur-
nage said.

Henry hurt: Cardozo 
senior forward Tajay Hen-
ry suffered a minor concus-
sion late in the game when 
he went down hard and was 
taken to a nearby hospital 
as a precaution afterward, 
Naclerio said. He left the 
hospital Sunday night.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Ashley Mitchell called 
her Bayside team’s No. 38 
seed “ridiculous” and recit-
ed a motto from head Coach 
Steve Piorkowski.

“He used to tell us, 
‘We’re in charge of whether 
we win or not,’” the senior 
forward said.

Piorkowski is no lon-
ger on the bench, falling ill 
last month, but this team 
is still living by one of his 
sayings.

The Cinderella Com-
modores came away with 
their third straight playoff 
upset, knocking off No. 11 
Lafayette 56-42 in PSAL 
Class A girls’ basketball 
second round Feb. 29 in 
Brooklyn.

“It’s surreal,” said 
Coach Steve Scharf, also 
the boys’ JV head man. 
“It’s crazy. The [No.] 3 seed 
and eight teams left. We 
just come into every gym 
and look at the other team 
and say, ‘We really have a 
shot.’”

On this night, they had 
the play of athletic senior 
forward Syndy Durugor-
don and her best perfor-
mance of the postseason for 
Bayside (12-6). She domi-
nated the paint, dropped 
in 34 points, grabbed 18 re-
bounds and collected three 
blocks. Durugordon had 
13 first-quarter points and 
was 10-of-12 from the free 

throw line. Her only two 
missed came in the fourth 
quarter. Mitchell had 12 
points.

“They weren’t guard-
ing the paint as much as they 
should have,” Durugordon 
said. “My teammates with 
their passes. Sara [DeLuca] 
was amazing. She made it a 
lot easier.”

DeLuca was thrust 
into the point guard role 
for the first time this year 
in the absence of starter 
Jada Muza, who missed the 
game for personal reasons. 
She was a major factor in 
how smoothly the Bayside 
offense ran and in breaking 
Lafayette’s pressure.

The Patriots (13-4), 
who only led in the opening 
minutes, pulled within 19-
14 with 5:19 left in the first 
half on two free throws 
from Jasley Mejia (14 
points). Emina Dukanovic 
responded with five of her 
seven points, including a 
three-pointer from the right 
corner to help put Bayside 
up 26-18 at the half.

“As soon as we slowed 
it down to where we play it 
was so easy,” Mitchell said.

Durugordon finished 
off the charge by scoring 
eight points during a 10-2 
run that upped her team’s 
lead to 36-19 with 4:04 re-
maining in the third. Lafay-
ette Coach Kareem Benson 
said with his team trying to 
trap to get back in the game, 

it left Durugordon too open 
and his squad did not take 
Bayside for granted.

The Patriots, who got 
within 50-34 in the fourth, 
didn’t take enough advan-
tage of the turnovers they 
created and struggled at the 
free throw lines. Takiyah 
Joseph and Vilmarys Quid-
gley added 10 points each.

“My kids didn’t come 
out with the passion I 
thought they would,” Ben-
son said. “They started 
to hold their heads down 
early.”

Bayside’s heads and 
confidence couldn’t be 
higher right now. Scharf, 
fellow coaches, his good 
friends Joseph Capuana, 
the school’s athletic direc-
tor, and football Coach 
Jason Levitt, dressed in 
matching shirts, all hugged 
at the end of the handshake 
line. The trio and Joe Cor-
rado, the boys’ soccer and 
JV girls’ hoops coach, took 
the helm after Piorkowski 
became sick.

They and their players 
are looking forward to the 
challenge of playing Wings 
and keeping this magical 
ride going.

“Seeding doesn’t mean 
anything,” Scharf said. 
“We’re the 38. Take the 
number off. They are just 
another school and we will 
do our best.”

Bayside defi es odds, 
stays alive in playoffs

Four. Adonis Delarosa and 
Jordan Fuchs each had 10 
points for CK (19-7).

“Everybody played 
good today,” Calhoun said. 
“They knew their roles. We 
just had fun today. It was 
definitely a good game for 
us. We gotta keep it up.”

Calhoun, the UConn-
bound guard, said he didn’t 
know what was going on 
with Lewis and has not spo-
ken to him.

“I’m just worried 
about me,” Calhoun said. 
“I couldn’t do anything 
about it. Right now I’m just 
letting everything go by, 
whatever.”

Calhoun didn’t play 
much of the fourth quarter. 
The game was well in hand. 
He put an exclamation 
point on the victory with a 
ridiculous cradle dunk on 
the break in the first half.

“Omar is Omar,” Stepi-
nac Coach Tim Philp said. 
“He’s got great size. He 
shoots over you. The dunk 
in transition, that was 
pretty nice. They’re good. 

There’s a reason why they 
won it last year.”

Josh James had 17 
points, Davino McRae had 
10 points and Tyler Iacuone 
added nine for Stepinac, 
which was competing in 
the ‘AA’ for the first time 
this season.

The talk afterward 
was almost exclusively 
about Lewis, though. Arbi-
tello kept it simple.

“If the coach decides 
he wants to play him, he’ll 
play him,” he said. “If he 
doesn’t, he [won’t].”

Continued from Page 41

Lewis

points, made his presence 
felt on the defensive end, 
pulling down seven re-
bounds and rejecting three 

shots.
“In the second half,” 

Gilvary said, “we played 
the way we had all season. 
We pushed the ball, got 
open looks and the guys hit 
their shots.”

“This win feels re-

ally good, but the ultimate 
goal is the championship,” 
Clarke said. “Last year we 
lost to Rice in the semis, 
it was tough, but this year 
we’re looking for a different 
outcome.”

Continued from Page 41

Knights
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SPORTS

www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†72 mos @ 3.9% APR financing w/$2991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. 

Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 3/14/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

179179179
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7215-40K mi.

8 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$18,981
*

$6,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#7904-59K mi.

*

2002 CHEVROLET

IMPALA
$7,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7938-84K mi.

*

2006 VOLKSWAGEN

PASSAT 2.0T
$8,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Sunroof, Stk#U7937-57K mi.

*

2004 TOYOTA

MATRIX XR
$7,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7899-40K mi.

*

2005 FORD

FOCUS ZX4 SES

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#7889-40K mi.

*

2010 CHEVROLET

COBALT
$15,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/S, Stk#U7859-60K mi.

*

2008 TOYOTA

SIENNA LE
$19,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Leather, Moonroof, Navigation, Stk#U7839-59K mi.

*

2006 MERCEDES-BENZ

R500 AWD
$19,981

Auto, A/C, Leather, Moonroof, Navigation, Stk#U7806-37K mi.

*

2009 CADILLAC

DTS

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Leather, Moonroof, DVD, Navigation, Stk#U7928-88K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.

2006 
NISSAN ARMADA LE
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Rockaway Beach Boulevard in Rockaway was 
awash with green and gold for the 37th-an-
nual Queens County St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Saturday. (Clockwise from top l.) Dancers from 
O’Malley Irish Dance Academy show off their 
moves; Lindzey Glasglow, 8; Kaela Cole; and 
Annie Trischler cheer for their friends; the 
Rivera family (l.-r.) Leanne, Destiny, Joshua 
and Francisco line the route; Ryan Flood, 
11, cheers for his father, honorary Grand 
Marshal Thomas Flood; bagpipers from the 
Department of Sanitation band play along 
the route; and U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (l.) greets 
Oliver Benn, who is held by a costumed crea-
ture from the Sanitation Department. 

Photos by Christina Santucci

Celebrating St. Pat’s
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Appetizers:

Salad:

OR
Pasta

Entrées:

Dessert:

Monday - Wednesday  
10% 

 Monday – Wednesday  
Receive $3.00 OFF 

(Minimum order $20)
(Please mention discounts 

before ordering)
Cannot be combined

Cannot be combined with specials

Saturday, March 17th @ 7pm

www.belmondorestaurant.com

Starring 
Gregg Peters 

 

 

Performing many of the most remembered music 
& vocals of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s & 80’s
...all the songs you forgot you knew the words to!

They’ve shared the stage with
Billy Preston, Chubby Checker, Chuck Berry, 
Sam Moore …..and many others! 

$28 PP 
+ Tax & Gratuity

MARCH 31st  Bel Mondo Restaurant presents  BRITISH  INVASION Night with GENERATION GAP!

Songs by: 

 Please Call For Reservations 

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with 
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2 
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