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BY REBECCA HENELY

The Glendale community 
was shocked by a standoff be-
tween a neighborhood man and 
police Sunday night that required 
the evacuation of the surrounding 
residential buildings and ended 
in his suicide.

Mark Vasquez, 34, of 70th 
Avenue and 68th Street in Glen-

dale, shot at NYPD officers and 
then barricaded himself inside 
his apartment’s bathroom before 
shooting himself in the chest, au-
thorities said.

The tragic standoff lasted for 
a little more than three hours. 
Evacuated neighbors stood in the 
brisk early spring night behind 
police tape as a helicopter whirled 
overhead.

“We’ve never had anything 
like this,” said a 79-year-old neigh-
bor who gave her name as Marie. 
“This is horrible.”

The owner of the building, 
who declined to give her name, 
said the situation started when 
Vasquez’s wife left him. After 
leaving the apartment, the wife 
called the apartment owner and 
told the owner her husband was 

not coherent and, if the police ar-
rived, to let them in.

“When they came, I gave 
them the key,” the owner said. 
“They went upstairs and that’s 
when all hell broke loose.”

NYPD officers arrived at the 
house at around 6:30 p.m., after 
which Vasquez fired upon them, 
police said. The officers were not 

Continued on Page 14

Man takes own life after shootout
Cops dodge fi re from Glendale resident’s apartment before barricading streets

Police pull up on Central Avenue in an armored vehicle to respond to a man holed up in his Glendale home on 68th Street. Photo by Christina Santucci 

Congress cuts 
security funds 
for synogogues

BY JOE ANUTA

State Assemblyman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Meadows) 
took Congress to task this week 
for cutting funding to the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security 
that goes toward beefing up se-
curity at Queens synagogues and 
other nonprofits at risk for terror-
ist attacks.

Lancman spoke outside of 
the Israel Center for Conserva-
tive Judaism, on 73rd Avenue in 
Electchester.

“I was shocked and disap-
pointed,” Lancman said, rattling 
off several synagogues in his dis-
trict that had previously taken 
advantage of the funding.

The cut came out of a politi-
cal impasse that was resolved in 
December, when funding for the 
department and other federal 
agencies was set to run out. The 
U.S. House of Representatives and 
U.S. Senate hashed out an agree-
ment at the 11th hour for the re-
mainder of this fiscal year, which 
lasts until October.

The resulting agreement cut 
funding from $19 million to $10 
million, which Lancman said had 
a serious impact on Queens orga-
nizations.

Last year, 270 organizations 
nationwide used the grants to up-
grade their security. They used 
the money to install surveillance 

Continued on Page 14
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BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Where apartments 

and car-filled streets now 
stand in Sunnyside, there 
was once a grand stadium, 
Celtic Park, that produced 
some of the greatest Olym-
pic champions.

With Saturday’s un-
veiling of Winged Fist Way, 
a street co-named for 43rd 
Street and 48th Avenue, 
City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
and historian Ian McGow-
an hope the stadium and 
those athletes will never be 
forgotten.

“This is a recognition 
that is long, long overdue,” 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) said.

About 70 people turned 
out for the street renaming 
to honor the Irish-Ameri-
can Athletic Club, an ath-
letic and cultural organiza-
tion whose members won 50 
Olympic medals from 1900 
to 1924. The club often prac-
ticed in the athletic field 
called Celtic Park, which 
stood on 7 acres between 
what is now 42nd and 49th 
streets and 48th and 50th 
avenues. The symbol of the 
organization was a winged 
fist.

“Today is a celebration 
and an acknowledgement of 
our town and its wonderful 
history,” Van Bramer said.

Celtic Park was razed 
in 1930 to make room for an 
apartment complex of the 
same name, but in its hey-
day it was a popular gath-
ering spot for Irish Ameri-
cans, who would come to 

watch track-and-field stars, 
like five-time Olympic gold 
medalist Martin Sheridan.

McGowan said alcohol 
would be sold out of a “ho-
tel” on the premises that 
had no rooms but could 
circumvent the blue laws 
banning the sale of beer 
at sporting events on Sun-
days.

“He would be the spon-
sor of Vitamin Water to-
day,” Crowley said of Sheri-
dan’s accomplishments.

The club was Irish 
American in name only. It 
produced Dr. John Baxter 
Taylor Jr., the first black 
Olympic gold medalist, and 

Polish-Jewish runner Abel 
Kiviat. Other members in-
cluded Germans, Norwe-
gians and Bohemains.

“This is a great story of 
western Queens no matter 
what your ethnicity,” said 
state Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria), who is Greek 
American and was one of 
the few speakers without 
Irish heritage at the event.

McGowan, who lives 
in the Celtic Park apart-
ment complex and studies 
the Irish diaspora, created 
the Winged Fist Organiza-
tion in 2008 to salute the 
club’s legacy after the Celt-
ic Park co-op board refused 

to put up a plaque to honor 
the club.

The board declined to 
comment on its reasoning.

McGowan said he will 
be putting his ceremonial 
sign for the street in his 
window.

“I have not given up in 
my efforts to have a plaque 
up here,” McGowan said.

Crowley and Com-
munity Board 2 Chairman 
Joseph Conley said they 
supported McGowan in his 
future efforts.

“We really could not 
understand why the build-
ing refused to honor our 
history,” Conley said.

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) held a rally last 
Thursday with Big Six Tow-
ers residents protesting the 
lack of bus service for chil-
dren of the Woodside apart-
ment complex to PS 229.

The councilman and 
others say this decision, 
made in 2010, has forced 
students in Grades 3 to 6 
to walk across Laurel Hill 
Boulevard and 61st Street, 
which the adults character-
ize as a dangerous intersec-
tion where multiple acci-
dents have occurred.

“I am as outraged to-
day as I was the day they 
announced it,” Van Bramer 
said.

PS 229, at 67-25 51st 
Road, is on the Woodside 
and Maspeth border, less 
than a mile away from Big 
Six at Queens Boulevard 
and 61st Street, which 
makes it ineligible for bus 
service.

But the quickest 
way to get to the school is 

through an intersection 
of the north side of Laurel 
Hill Boulevard, the east 
and west sides of 61st Street 
north of the boulevard and 
where 61st Street becomes 
a two-way street beneath 
the Brooklyn-Queens Ex-
pressway.

Big Six residents once 
had a waiver for bus ser-
vice, but city Department 
of Education spokeswoman 
Marge Feinberg said all 
school-wide waivers have 
been done away with, al-
though parents can request 
them individually for their 
children.

“We conducted a thor-
ough review as a result of 
eliminating the school-wide 
waiver,” Feinberg said. 
“The review determined 
that the intersection over 
which concern has been 
expressed has both a traffic 
signal and a sidewalk along 
the underpass.”

Yet residents say the 
spot can be scary to navi-
gate, especially for a child. 
Tom Haggerty, a member 

Ian McGowan (c.) holds up the ceremonial sign for Winged Fist Way, the new name for 43rd Street and 
48th Avenue that honors the historical Irish-American Athletic Club, while City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (l.) and U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley applaud. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Corner honors Olympian past
Sunnyside intersection once site of stadium and ‘Winged Fist’ athletes

Big Six Towers kids 
want buses restored

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) stands with Big Six Towers chil-
dren who go to PS 229 and their parents to protest the DOE’s elim-
ination of bus service across the intersection of 61st Street and 
Laurel Hill Boulevard. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Continued on Page 14
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GIVE THE GIFT OF TRAVEL 
(or keep it for yourself)

Travel 
Services 

Representative

THE TRAVEL CENTER
95-20 63rd Road, Suite F,  Rego Park, NY 11374

$100
OFF your next Travel Center 

American Express Vacation Package*
* Must be booked by 3/31/12. Some restrictions apply.

LaGuardia CC panel looks at immigrant entrepreneurs
 Newcomers’ businesses need help on fi nancing, marketing, legal issues rather than capital: Survey

BY REBECCA HENELY

While running a busi-
ness can be challenging 
for immigrants, Reshma 
Saujani of the city public 
advocate’s office said last 
Thursday they are often 
not aware of the many re-
sources available to them.

“People aren’t neces-
sarily looking for capital,” 
Saujani said. “They’re look-
ing for things to help them 
sustain their business.”

Saujani’s talk was part 
of the Center for an Urban 
Future and the Fund for 
Public Advocacy’s forum 
on the unique challenges 
facing immigrant business 
owners at LaGuardia Com-
munity College, at 31-10 
Thomson Ave., last Thurs-
day.

Saujani shared the re-
sults of a survey of immi-
grant entrepreneurs’ needs 
while Queens business 

owners discussed their ex-
periences.

“We have to find better 
ways to create awareness,” 
said Paul Quintero, chief 
executive officer of microfi-
nance loaner Accion USA. 
“We have to go out to busi-
nesses. They can’t come to 
us.”

Saujani said the Fund 
for Public Advocacy and 
Accion surveyed 625 busi-

nesses across the city, 31 
percent of which were in 
Queens, that earned under 
a million dollars. She said 
92 percent of those sur-
veyed did not receive help, 
but 79 percent wanted as-
sistance in financing, legal 
assistance or marketing.

She said in response 
to the survey the advocacy 
fund would be going on a 
listening tour of businesses 

in the five boroughs. It will 
also be doing initiatives 
such as partnering with 
technology companies and 
offering technical assis-
tance to businesses — 87 
percent of immigrant busi-
nesses in the city do not 
have a website — as well as 
creating and distributing 
a tool kit of services avail-
able to businesses.

“I’m excited about 

what we’re going to do to 
make change and actually 
create jobs in this city,” 
Saujani said.

On the panel, Saman-
tha Bailey-Champagnie, 
a principal at a public 
accounting firm who co-
managed a Golden Krust 
restaurant in Jamaica, de-
scribed the borough as not 
business-friendly. She said 
the sales tax is a problem, 
the regulations are diffi-
cult to understand and en-
trepreneurs are lacking in 
education.

Nevertheless, she said 
her neighborhood has pos-
sibilities.

“We see lots of poten-
tial and lots of growth that 
can happen in Jamaica,” 
Bailey-Champagnie said.

Yiorgos Samios, who 
sells a garlic dip out of Long 
Island City’s entrepreneur 
space that is now available 
in several stores, including 

Whole Foods, said one pit-
fall is knowing how to best 
spend capital when busi-
nesses begin.

“People have great 
ideas,” he said. “They have 
$30,000, $50,000. They don’t 
know how to spend it.”

Quintenero said there 
are four main challenges 
to immigrants: they often 
do not have credit history, 
the culture can be hard to 
navigate and they may be 
slow to trust services that 
were untrustworthy in 
their own country such as 
banks, they do not have a 
stable business community 
and may feel lonely work-
ing on their own and the 
credentials they had often 
do not carry over.

“It doesn’t matter what 
your credentials are out-
side the United States,” he 
said. “It matters what your 
credentials are here.”

John Bowles (third from r.), from the Center for an Urban Future, moderates a panel at LaGuardia 
Community College of Queens entrepreneurs, who talked about the challenges immigrant business 
owners face. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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The proposed maps of Queens’ state Senate districts were tweaked 
slightly by the state Legislative Task Force on Demographic 
Research and Reapportionment. Image courtesy LATFOR

Boro lawmaker hopes 
guv vetoes district lines

  BY JOE ANUTA

The state Legislature 
drafted bills for a new set 
of maps that would define 
political boundaries in the 
state Assembly and state 
Senate for the next decade, 
but Queens lawmakers 
were still hopeful Gov. An-
drew Cuomo would veto 
them.

An initial proposal for 
the new lines in the Assem-
bly and Senate was released 
earlier this year. While the 
Assembly lines did not gen-
erate much controversy, 
the Senate lines did — and 
Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-
Astoria) said the second 
and final iteration is 98 per-
cent the same as the first, 
which sent the borough 
into an outrage when they 
were released.

“The maps are almost 
identical to the first set, 
which had been deemed 
the most gerrymandered in 
the history of the state,” he 
said.

One change between 
the first and second ver-
sions of the senate lines put 
Gianaris back into the dis-
trict he currently lives in, 
as opposed to that of state 

Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst). The two were 
originally drawn into the 
same district and might 
have been pitted against 
each other.

But the same was not 
true for Sens. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone) and Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside). Their 
homes are currently drawn 
into the same district, 
which could mean they will 
face off in a primary.

Another change in the 
Senate lines put Bay Ter-
race into the 11th Senate 
District which is currently 
held by Avella, as opposed 
to the 16th Senate District 
currently held by Stavisky.

“We’re really happy 
with that,” said Warren 
Schreiber, president of the 
Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance. “It just puts us in 
an area of common inter-
est.”

And the 16th Senate 
District remained a major-
ity Asian district, pleasing 
the Asian American Com-
munity Coalition on Redis-
tricting and Democracy, 
which has been advocating 
for such a seat based on 
communities of interest in 

Mourners stand against guns
Hundreds remember Darryl Adams as arrests in SE Queens multiply

BY JOE ANUTA

The more than 1,000 
people who filled up a Roch-
dale church Monday night 
were there for two reasons.

The first was to pay 
their final respects to Dar-
ryl Adams, the 18-year-old 
who was murdered earlier 
this month in South Jamai-
ca. The second was to take a 
stand against gun violence, 
as police added another 
charge against a member 
of the group the NYPD con-
tended carried out Adams’ 
murder.

The day after the fu-
neral, tensions between 
family members of Adams 
and police ran high when a 
group gathered in a neigh-
borhood park and several 
people, including Adams’ 
two brothers were arrested 
and his mother taken to the 
hospital, according to com-
munity activists.

But the night before 
the community stood unit-
ed during the service for 
Adams at New Jerusalem 
Baptist Church at 122-05 
Smith St.

“They took my heart 

from me,” said Adams’ 
mother, Shanta Merritt, 
speaking softly during the 
funeral.

Merritt could barely 
talk, and friends and fam-
ily often broke down while 
trying to describe the 
young basketball player 
who hoped to get a SUNY 
basketball scholarship.

But Merritt said she 

was pleasantly surprised at 
the throngs of people who 
showed up at the funeral.

“I don’t even know 
some of you all,” she said 
with a laugh.

On March 2 at about 
12:30 a.m., shots rang out 
near South Jamaica Hous-
es, or the Forties Projects, 
and a surveillance camera 
captured Adams running 

down the sidewalk and col-
lapsing. Two figures then 
entered the frame. One of 
them raised a gun and shot 
Adams while he was down, 
according to the tape.

As word spread of Ad-
ams’ death, the family be-
gan receiving an outpour-
ing of support from all of 
southeast Queens, accord-

Darryl Adams’ brother Ronald Merritt holds a ballon in front of where Adams’ was killed at the start of 
a memorial Tuesday morning. Photo by Christina Santucci

Jamaica NAACP fi ghts upstate seat
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
NAACP and southeast 

Queens leaders gathered 
outside Queens Borough 
Hall Monday, calling on 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo to veto 
a proposal by the state Leg-
islature to add a 63rd state 
Senate seat upstate, a move 
they said would dilute the 
voting power of everyone 
downstate, regardless of 
race.

“We stand in total and 
absolute opposition to the 
LATFOR redistricting pro-
posal for New York state,” 
said NAACP Jamaica 
Branch President Leroy 
Gadsden. “We fail to un-
derstand how the LATFOR 
panel can add and create a 

new district upstate in an 
area that experienced a de-
crease in population.”

Despite the fact New 
York City and Long Island 
have gained population 
proportionally to the rest 
of the state, the legislature 

has proposed adding a 63rd 
Senate seat in the Hudson 
Valley.

Gadsden said the pro-
posal flew in the face of the 
Equal Protection Clause of 
the U.S. Constitution’s 14th 
Amendment and the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965, and was 
reminiscent of the voter 
disenfranchisement strug-
gles of the civil rights era.

“Just say, ‘No.’ Veto 
this proposal,” he said.

Former St. Albans City 
Councilman Archie Spign-
er said the plan was devised 
to preserve the state GOP’s 
power in the Senate.

“The Republicans are 
trying to do with the new 
math what they can’t do 
with the population,” he 
said.

Gadsden added he 
wanted to remind Cuomo 
of his vow to veto any pro-
posal put forth by LATFOR 
and said the governor was 
beholden not to legislators 

The Rev. Charles Norris Sr. (c.) joins Archie Spigner (l.-r.), Leroy 
Gadsden and Kenneth Cohen in calling on Gov. Andrew Cuomo to 
keep his promise to veto LATFOR’s maps. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Continued on Page 32
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5Holi inspires Rich Hill with fl ying colors
Annual Hindu parade celebrating passage of seasons draws kaleidoscope of jubilant onlookers 

BY REBECCA HENELY

Spring — and dyed 
power — was in the air in 
Richmond Hill Sunday as 
thousands of South Asians 
and others came to cele-
brate the 24th annual Phag-
wah Parade.

Phagwah, also called 
Holi, is a festival marking 
the arrival of spring. For 
years in Richmond Hill, 
the Indo-Guyanese popu-
lation has celebrated with 
a parade that ends at Phil 
“Scooter” Rizzuto Park.

During the parade and 
in the park, the riders on 
the floats and spectators 
coat each other with colored 
powder meant to represent 
the flowers of spring.

“Every year it keeps 
getting bigger,” said Shan-
ta Khemchaub, owner of 
Flowers by Shanta at 130th 
Street and Liberty Avenue.

The parade route be-
gan this year at Liberty Av-
enue and 133rd Street and 

continued westward along 
Liberty Avenue to 125th 
Street, ending at the park 
on 95th Avenue. The floats, 
most of which were from 
temples across the city al-
though some represented 
businesses, blasted tradi-
tional music while their 
riders yelled out “Happy 
Phagwah! Happy Holi! Hap-
py Spring!”

When the parade 
reached its conclusion at the 
park, the flurries of powder 
coated the air as celebrants 
smeared colored dust and 
sometimes sprayed purple 
dye on each other.

“It’s pretty enjoyable,” 
said Karisama Ramratan, 
16. “Everyone’s having 
fun.”

Alladdin Moe, 40, 
came from Park Slope to 
celebrate Phagwah and 
rated the festivities 11 on a 
scale of one to 10.

“I’m not that religious, 
but it’s a celebration to ring 
in the new year, to ring in 

the spring,” Moe said.
Many of the paradego-

ers were from Guyana and 
waved the red, black, yel-
low, white and green flag of 

the country, but other cel-
ebrants came from Trini-
dad and Tobago, India and 
Suriname, and some were 
not South Asian at all.

“It’s much bigger, and 
it’s more diverse than it 
used to be,” said 30-year-old 
Natasha Singh.

South Asian ambas-

sadors and Queens elected 
officials spoke during the 
festivities. Dr. Neil Parsan, 
ambassador from Trini-
dad and Tobago, said he 
was happy to see so many 
young people enjoying the 
holiday.

Bayney Karran, Guya-
nese ambassador to the 
United States, said Holi 
was about spring and about 
doing away with past enmi-
ties. He said the parade was 
a testament to the strength 
and unity of the commu-
nity.

“Whether you are 
Hindu or non-Hindu, let us 
celebrate the principles of 
Phagwah,” Karran said.

The Queens officials 
said they were proud to 
represent the South Asian 
community in Richmond 
Hill.

“Everybody looks so 
beautiful and colorful,” 
said City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-

Children use squirt bottles to douse parade goers with dye. Photo by Chrisitna Santucci

BY JOE ANUTA

The city wants ac-
tual plants in the concrete 
jungle and is seeking com-
panies to build green in-
frastructure in central and 
western Queens neighbor-
hoods that will help clean 
some of the borough’s toxic 
waterways.

The city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
released a request for pro-
posals Monday that seeks 
to parcel out $12 million 
total for three contracts to 
build green roofs, enhanced 
tree pits, porous pavement 
and other infrastructure 
initiatives designed to cap-
ture excess rainwater that 
currently overwhelms the 
city’s sewer system and 

discharges into New York 
City’s waterways during 
heavy storms, polluting 
water bodies like Flushing 
Bay and Newtown Creek.

It is part of the NYC 

Green Infrastructure Plan 
first proposed in 2010 by the 
mayor, according to Carter 
Strickland, commissioner 
of the DEP.

DEP seeks green infrastructure 
for Newtown Creek sewer woes

Continued on Page 32

Continued on Page 32 Continued on Page 32

The city is looking for companies to build green infra-
structure projects in three different areas in Queens. 

Image courtesy city Department of Environmental Protection

BY REBECCA HENELY

After a nine-month 
investigation, 20 suspected 
members of a Woodhaven-
based heroin ring were in-
dicted in Brooklyn federal 
court Tuesday , the U.S. at-
torney’s office said.

In response to an 
increase in heroin use 
on Long Island, the FBI 
teamed up with the NYPD, 
Nassau County Police, Suf-
folk County Police and U.S. 
Marshals Service, the of-
fice said. After the probe 
called “Operation County 
Connection” they found 
a network run by a group 
known as the Perez Organi-
zation based in Woodhaven, 
the office said.

The authorities seized 

heroin with a street value 
of more than $30,000 and 
thousands of dollars in 
cash, the FBI said.

The 20 defendants in-
dicted in the ring range in 
age from 21-year-old college 
student Kathryn Pappas to 
68-year-old retired Suffolk 
County Marine Bureau Po-
lice Officer Roland Stern, 
the office said.

Others indicted in-
clude a married couple, 
29-year-old Tina and 
24-year-old Matthew Catri-
ni, and Dana Sollectio, 23, 
who is charged with selling 
heroin in her family’s Mas-
sapequa, L.I., restaurant’s 
parking lot, the office said.

“The charges and ar-
rests announced today have 
ended the activities of an 

alleged heroin distribution 
organization whose mem-
bers were drawn from a 
variety of backgrounds but 
were united by a common 
cause,” said U.S. Attorney 
Loretta Lynch for the East-
ern District, “profiting per-
sonally while endangering 
the lives of so many resi-
dents in our communities.”

The office said the ring 
centered its operations in 
Woodhaven, although it 
had distribution networks 
in Nassau and Suffolk 
counties. It also had storage 
facilities in Queens, Brook-
lyn and Roosevelt, N.Y., the 
office said.

The alleged members 
were indicted through the 
use of hours of wiretaps, 

Feds bust heroin connection
from Woodhaven to Nassau
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single-room occupancy fa-
cility that housed three or 
four families, according to 
DOB documents.

Three single-room oc-
cupancy rooms with locks 
on their doors were found 
by inspectors, and in a sep-
arate complaint an illegal 
apartment was also found 
in the basement. On Feb. 
12, Bank of America was 
set to appear in a city En-
vironmental Control Board 
Court, which addresses 
hazardous building con-
ditions separate from the 
state Unified Court System, 
but the lender did not show 
up and currently owes a 
total of $65,000 in outstand-
ing violations, according to 
the DOB database.

Another property on 
the list is owned by Chuk 
Sau Tsnag. It is a construc-
tion site that currently has 
a stop-work order placed 
on it that has generated 
33 complaints since 2007. 
Tsnag racked up $20,000 in 
fines from the city for viola-
tions like not securing the 
site with a proper fence.

Halloran, too, is look-
ing out for derelict prop-
erties like the vacant lot 
at 195-20 Northern Blvd., 
which also has a stop-work 
order placed on it and 
$12,500 in fines associated 
with it.

Avella said unattended 
property can bring health 
risks like vermin and mos-
quitoes or bring down prop-
erty values of neighboring 
real estate.

“These locations 
shouldn’t go on for decades, 
and the city should have 
the power to say, ‘If you 
can’t develop the property, 
we’ll issue sanitation fines 
or health fines, we’re going 
to put it up for a lien sale,’” 
Avella said. “How many 
times do we have to go onto 
a piece of property before 
we begin to realize there is 
a problematic owner?”

But some of the lots 
on the list are in various 
stages of development or 
are completely legal yet 
uninhabited homes, which 
the city has no power to ad-
dress.

An abandoned gas sta-
tion, at 79-05 Little Neck 

Pkwy. in Glendale, is slowly 
being developed into a 7-11, 
according to DOB docu-
ments.

Neighbors have sub-
mitted complaints to the 
DOB about a vacant house 
at 120-15 9th Ave. in College 
Point since 2001, but each 
time the DOB inspectors 
go out the house is secured 
and thus legal.

Avella’s crusade 
against these properties 
pits a neighborhoods’ rights 
to cleanliness against a ho-
meowners’ rights to be a 
slob.

Richard Golden, a law-
yer in Forest Hills familiar 
with property law and fore-
closures, said the city has 
always been limited on the 
steps it can take, unless a 
property becomes a public 
nuisance, a health hazard 
or the owner fails to pay 
taxes.

“For the homeowner, 
it is real estate law. He has 
a deed to the property that 
gives him ownership,” 
Golden said. “Just because 
it is dilapidated, there is 
not much the city can do.”

For Avella, he has not 
decided exactly how far a 
property can sink before it 
falls on the community to 
correct the problem.

“I haven’t come to that 
point. Where do you draw 
the line?” Avella said. “I 
think we have to figure out 
the philosophy of where 
that line is and when some-
thing becomes a longtime 
nuisance.”

A construction site, at 146-
45 22nd Ave., was issued a 
stop-work order and cur-
rently owes tens of thou-
sands of dollars in fines. 

Photo by Nykeema Williams

Blighted properties targeted by Qns task force
BY JOE ANUTA

 
A northeast Queens 

lawmaker has made a list of 
derelict or vacant proper-
ties around the area that he 
wants to clean up, includ-
ing a Flushing home owned 
by Bank of America that 
was being used as an ille-
gal apartment. But there is 
only so much he can do to 
stop the problems.

After civic organiza-
tions, state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) and City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) helped coerce 
a negligent property owner 
in Whitestone to clean up 
a site along Francis Lewis 
Boulevard, Avella’s office 
began compiling a list of 
other abandoned properties 
that need to be addressed.

He created a task force 

in conjunction with civics 
in the area and came up 
with an initial roster of 21 
properties that are either 
uninhabited or in various 
degrees of disrepair.

“We are going to look 
at all of these sites,” he said. 
“Do we need to give the city 
more legislative power, or 
are they just not doing any-
thing?”

A TimesLedger News-

papers analysis of the prop-
erties found that some have 
been shut down for danger-
ous conditions or housing 
illegal apartments.

A property owned by 
Bank of America, at 43-19 
164th St. in Flushing, was 
issued an order to vacate 
by the city Department of 
Buildings after inspectors 
found the two-family dwell-
ing was being used as a 
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GET IN THE GAME 
IN BROOKLYN

facebook.com/barclayscenter @barclayscenter

Tickets on sale now
Go to barclayscenter.com or 
ticketmaster.com to purchase tickets.

November 9, 2012
An NEC Sponsored Tournament
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Blotter
ASTORIA — Police were on the lookout for two 

young men suspected of stealing mountain bicycles in a 
parking lot at 22nd Street and Astoria Boulevard.

Authorities said the theft occurred Feb. 4 at 1:55 
a.m. Both men were described as Hispanic and about 16  
to 22 years old, police said.

The first man had dark hair with a blue hooded 
sweatshirt and beige pants, while the other had short 
dark hair, a black jacket, a black shirt and black pants, 
police said.

Those with information should contact the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers by calling at 1-800-577-TIPS, visiting 
nypdcrimestoppers.com or texting 274637 and then en-
tering TIP577.

BREEZY POINT — A Brooklyn wom-
an turned up dead on the shoreline in 
Breezy Point Sunday near Bayside Drive, 
police said.

Officers responded to a call at 4:49 

p.m. and found Ting Sun, 22, who EMS pro-
nounced dead on arrival, police said.

The medical examiner was investigat-
ing the cause of death, police said.

BROAD CHANNEL — A Brooklyn 
man died of injuries sustained after strik-
ing a tree and utility pole on Cross Bay 
Boulevard near East 1st Road, police said.

Authorities said they found Robert 
Aleca, 23, of Palmetto Street and Wyckoff 

Avenue, on the street Saturday at 7 a.m. 
after he was ejected from his 2005 Nissan 
Altima.

EMS brought Aleca to Jamaica Hospi-
tal, where he was pronounced dead on ar-
rival, police said.

CORONA — Police were seeking a 
man suspected in the robberies of two com-
mercial properties in Corona.

Authorities said that on Feb. 12 at 
11:56 p.m., a man with a silver firearm en-
tered the Papa John’s, at 43-04 National St. 
He demanded money, and when he did not 
get it at first, he shot a round into the wall, 
police said. When he received the money, 
he ran away, police said.

The next incident occurred Feb. 26 
at 7:22 a.m., when the man went into the 
7-Eleven, at 107-24 Corona Ave., pulled out 

a silver firearm, demanded cash and fled 
when he had it, police said.

The man is Hispanic, has dark skin, is 
in his mid-20s to early 30s and has a stocky 
build and a thin mustache, police said.

There were no injuries in either inci-
dent, police said.

Those with information should con-
tact the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers by calling 
at 1-800-577-TIPS, visiting nypdcrimestop-
pers.com or texting 274637 and then enter-
ing TIP577.

WOODHAVEN — A 
17-year-old girl went miss-
ing from her Woodhaven 
home Nov. 25, police said.

Delmaris Erazo is 
Hispanic with a light com-
plexion, stands about 5 
feet 4 inches tall, weighs 
130 pounds, has a medium 
build, black hair, brown 
eyes and a mark on the 
front of her right leg and 
braces on her teeth, police 
said.

She was last seen at 8 
p.m. wearing a Northface 
jacket, police said.

Those with informa-
tion should contact the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers by 
calling at 1-800-577-TIPS, 
visiting nypdcrimestop-
pers.com or texting 274637 
and then entering TIP577.

2 youths stole mountain bikes from lot: Police

Body of woman found in Breezy Point: Police

Brooklyn man dies in car accident in Broad Channel

Robber struck two stores in Corona: Police

Teen girl gone missing from boro home: Cops

Police were seeking information 
about two suspects in connection 
with the theft of two mountain 
bikes. Image courtesy NYPD

DELMARIS ERAZO
Photo courtesy NYPD

WWW.STMARYSKIDS.ORG 
888-KIDS NYS

             �...everyone was so 
wonderful there, it was 
where my daughter was 
meant to be to get better.�
�...a rising tower 
of the future for  
special kids like my  
daughter, a patient 
already benefiting 
from their expertise 
and dedication.�

�...St. Mary kids are full 
of  joy and always happy.�

� I worked in the 
Home Care dept. 

It taught me 
things that allow 

me to help my 
patients better 

to this day. Love 
you St. Marys!�

�...my son Danny 
did so well, and this  
wellness stays with 
him, and all of us.�

�an amazing 
place to learn 

about love.�

A FEW WORDS  
FROM OUR FRIENDS:



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 15-21, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

WE

9

BY DON MULLEN

OYSTER BAY, L.I. — 
More than 200 mourners 
filled St. Dominic Roman 
Catholic Church Monday 
for the funeral of war cor-
respondent Marie Colvin, 
killed in Syria while cov-
ering the attacks by army 
troops on defenseless civil-
ians.

TV cameras from all 
the networks were lined up 
on a lawn across the street 
as the high mass began 
with a bagpiper playing 
“Amazing Grace” and six 
pallbearers carrying her 
casket into the church.

Colvin’s mother Rose-
marie, sisters Eileen and 
Catherine and brothers 
William and Michael fol-
lowed as a soloist began the 
hymn “Be Not Afraid.”

The Sunday Times 
of London correspondent 
was killed Feb. 22 when 
the building that served as 
a makeshift media center 
in the village of Homs was 
struck by a Syrian army 
mortar. Colvin’s body was 
finally recovered and flown 
home earlier this month.

Born in Astoria, Col-
vin grew up on Long Island. 
She was 56.

The high mass was 
heard by a crowd of more 
than 200 mourners, includ-
ing executives and staff 
from the London Sunday 
Times. News Corp. Chair-
man Rupert Murdoch, who 
owns the Sunday Times, at-
tended along with members 
of the media from many 
parts of the world.

It was a moving ser-
vice, with readings from 
some of Colvin’s friends, 
one of them saying God 
“gave her a voice for the 
voiceless” and another 
reading from 2 Timothy: “I 
have fought the good fight 
to the end: I have run the 
race to the finish.”

After the funeral, 
mourners were invited to 
the Crescent Club in near-
by Bayville on Long Island 
Sound for a buffet lunch.

Colvin, who grew up in 

nearby East Norwich, was 
a graduate of Oyster Bay 
High School and Yale Uni-
versity. After a stint work-
ing at a trade magazine, 
she joined United Press 
International in New York 
in the early 1980s, earning 
laurels as an enterprising 
reporter, and transferred 
to the news agency’s Wash-
ington bureau.

She became UPI’s bu-
reau chief in Paris, travel-
ing to Libya in 1986 to cover 
the U.S. bombing of Tripoli 
in retaliation for the na-
tion’s support of terrorists. 

She moved to the Sunday 
Times later that year.

In her years with the 
Sunday Times, she covered 
conflicts around the world, 
chronicling the toll taken 
on the innocent victims 
of combat in Europe, in-
cluding Kosovo, and more 
recently the Middle East, 
where spontaneous upris-
ings pressing for demo-
cratic reform swept Tuni-
sia, Egypt, Libya and then 
Syria.

Long before her death, 
she was widely extolled as 
the greatest war reporter of 

her generation.
At her wake Sunday, 

mourners passed by a 
portrait of Colvin by a Sri 
Lankan artist. She lost 
her left eye in 2001 in that 
country’s civil war and had 
worn her signature black 
eye patch since then.

A group of Sri Lank-
ans gathered outside the 
church Monday to remem-
ber her courageous report-
ing from their war-torn 
country with placards say-
ing, “Uncrowned queens of 
intrepid journalists.”

Family members, news colleagues and friends gathered in Oyster Bar for the funeral of Marie Colvin, 
the fearless war reporter who was killed in Syria late last month. AP Photo/Sunday Times

State Assemblymen Francisco Moya (l.) and Rory Lancman (c.) dis-
cuss the rights immigrant workers have at Make the Road New 
York in Corona. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Workers reminded 
of rights to safety
BY REBECCA HENELY

State Assemblymen 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) and Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
told immigrants at Make 
the Road New York’s Co-
rona office last week that if 
they are working in a haz-
ardous or discriminatory 
environment, they can get 
recourse regardless of their 
legal status.

“Our laws are here to 
keep them safe,” Lancman 
said.

The Fresh Meadows-
based assemblyman is the 
chairman of the Assembly 
Subcommittee on Work-
place Safety and Moya is 
the representative for Co-
rona, where the immigrant 
advocacy group Make the 
Road has its Queens offices, 
at 92-10 Roosevelt Ave.

At a news conference 
last Thursday, both assem-
blymen tried to impress 
upon the audience that they 
did not need to fear going to 
the authorities for help if 
they had a problem involv-
ing safety or discrimina-
tion.

Lancman said immi-
grants experience problems 
more often due to language 
barriers and fear of retali-
ation.

“They have a right to a 
safe workplace,” Lancman 
said. “They have a right not 
to be discriminated against 
in any way.”

The conference was 
meant to kick off Lancman’s 
second weekend of what 
is to be an annual event to 
raise awareness of work-

ers’ rights and places they 
can go for help. This year’s 
event will run from Sept. 
15 to Sept. 16, and during it 
legislators will be partner-
ing with groups across the 
state in immigrant commu-
nities.

Lancman said that in 
his capacity as workplace 
safety chairman he hears 
many stories of immigrants 
being treated unfairly in 
many different types of 
fields, from construction to 
service industry.

Moya, an Ecuadorian 
American, said his office 
also hears many cases of 
immigrants being paid off 
the books. Since his dis-
trict, which covers parts of 
Jackson Heights, Corona 
and Elmhurst, has a large 
Latino population, Moya 
said being a Latino himself 
has opened up an avenue of 
trust between him and his 
constituents.

“We know what it 
means to live in fear,” Moya 
said. “We know what it 
means to take whatever job 
we can get because we need 
to provide for our family.”

Deborah Axt, of Make 
the Road New York, praised 
the assemblymen not only 
for their work on this issue, 
but also their advocacy on 
other immigrant issues like 
the Wage Theft Prevention 
Act, which requires em-
ployers to spell out wages 
in writing, and the Dream 
Fund, which businesses 
pay into to create a fund for 
the children of immigrants 
who have grown up in the 
United States to help them 
go to college.

Reporter Colvin mourned
Astoria-born correspondent killed while covering uprising in Syria
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COMMUNITY IGNORED 
IN SCHOOL CLOSURE 

PLAN
Despite criticism, the city Department of Education is 

moving forward with its plan to close “struggling” neigh-
borhood schools and reopen them in the same building 
with new names.

In western Queens, the DOE is targeting Grover 
Cleveland High School in Ridgewood and William Cullen 
Bryant HS in Astoria. The schools will close at the end of 
the school year and reopen as “new schools” in the fall. 
The plan is maddening and opposed by nearly every elect-
ed official and the communities that these schools serve.

This is a show put on in order to receive federal School 
Improvement Grants. The Panel for Education Policy is 
scheduled to vote April 26 on whether or not to close these 
and other schools. The PEP has never voted against the 
wishes of the puppet master at City Hall.

What sense do the closings make? If these schools are 
not performing up to the standards set by the DOE, then 
find out why and make the changes that need to be made. 
This will require investing more money into the schools 
and making certain teachers have the textbooks and 
equipment they need to deliver a quality education. The 
DOE plan to close and reopen schools will also require a 
substantial investment.

The DOE needs to look at class sizes, infrastructure 
and the challenges faced by students in each of these 
schools. It may be that the administrations need to be 
changed and some teachers may need to be trained. After 
years of neglect, it is infuriating the DOE has decided to 
destroy schools.

The last time the DOE held a public meeting in Brook-
lyn to discuss this approach, the people who could squeeze 
in were so angry the DOE officials could not be heard. But 
the officials did not get the message that the parents with 
children in the targeted schools are mad as hell.

The United Federation of Teachers is opposed to the 
plan. Sadly, the Bloomberg administration has never lis-
tened to or shown respect for the teachers’ union.

A spokesman for City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley said her office was “totally opposed” to closing Grover 
Cleveland HS and would be working with Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and city Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott to 
keep it open.

Good luck.

Standardized tests hamper pupil learning

I
n Bob Friedrich’s 
March 1-7 On Point col-
umn “Underperforming 
Queens schools should 

be shuttered,” the author 
misses the point about the 
objections to the extreme 
emphasis on standardized 
test preparation in our lo-
cal public schools.

As parents like me are 
aware, the city Department 
of Education’s continual 

focus on test scores, to the 
exclusion of all that is 
meaningful in education, 
has been a disaster for the 
students of eastern Queens. 
Incessant test prepara-
tion drills have deadened 
the curriculum and made 
standardized tests a ceiling 
rather than a floor for what 
goes on in too many class-
rooms.

Friedrich says com-

plaints of this nature stem 
from the United Federa-
tion of Teachers, but as a 
father who is in our public 
schools all the time, I know 
it is local parents who 
have deep concerns about 
how constant test prepara-
tion detracts from the real 
learning children should 
be doing.

I have spoken to hun-
dreds of parents about this 

issue, and I have yet to find 
one who supports the test 
preparation obsession.

Using tests to evaluate 
student achievement is rea-
sonable, but allowing the 
tests to drive instruction 
and dominate classroom 
activity is not.

Mark Wperin
Citu Councilman

(D-Oakland Gardens)
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READERS WRITE

New Yorkers deserve non-political, redistricted lines
O

n Feb. 7, I testified at the 
state Legislative Task 
Force on Demographic 
Research and Reappor-

tionment hearing at Queens Bor-
ough Hall regarding the proposed 
state Assembly and state Senate 
districts. After waiting more 
than four hours to testify, I gave 
my testimony to a commission 
that seemed uninterested in my 
thoughts.

Here is the text of my testi-
mony:

“In 1987, as a young political 
science undergraduate student at 
the University at Albany, I wrote 
a paper whereby I suggested that 
New York state implement a sys-
tem of independent redistricting 
of state and congressional dis-
tricts.

“At the time, the state of Iowa 
was the only state with such a 
system. Today, in the year 2012, I 
would like to thank LATFOR for 
unquestionably proving the the-
sis of my college paper. LATFOR, 
by proposing these lines, has 
shown the citizens of New York 
state that our government in Al-
bany is incapable of controlling 
itself and the New York state Sen-
ate and Assembly are incapable of 
representing their constituents 
and instead are more interested 

in political self-dealing and politi-
cal self-preservation.

“The district lines proposed 
by LATFOR are despicable. Over 
the years, The Brennan Center for 
Justice has called our New York 
state government the ‘most dys-
functional’ state government in 
the nation. The district lines we 
are discussing today are prima 
facie evidence that this dysfunc-
tion is still alive and well.

“In a state where it seems 
that every week another elected 
official in Albany is either indict-
ed or convicted, it is time for our 
legislators to show some interest 
in good government. Albany has 
become a cesspool of corruption. 
The lines that have been pro-
duced by LATFOR have clearly 
been designed to protect incum-
bents from being challenged, to 
protect the majorities held in 
each house of the Legislature and 
to punish the political enemies of 
the minority party of each house. 
This is no way to resolve the dys-
function that pervades our state 
government.

“In 2010, when I was a candi-
date for New York state Assembly, 
I signed a pledge to a group led 
by former Mayor Ed Koch that, if 
elected, I would support indepen-
dent redistricting. Nearly every 

member of the Senate and the As-
sembly also signed such a pledge. 
Where is the independent redis-
tricting you promised? Do you 
have to make it so obvious that 
your word means nothing?

“The New York state Consti-
tution establishes that districts 
must be ‘in as compact form as 
practicable.’ Does anyone in his 
or her right mind believe that 
these districts are ‘compact’ in 
any sense of the word? These 
lines represent a ‘complete depar-
ture’ from any understanding of 
compactness, using the words of 
the 1972 decision in Schneider v. 
Rockefeller (31 N.Y.2d 420, 430). 
The citizens of New York deserve 
districts that are compact.

“The state constitution also 
requires that state legislative dis-
tricts be composed of ‘contiguous 
territory.’ A contiguous district 
is one in which it is possible to 
travel from any point in the dis-
trict to any other point in the dis-
trict without crossing the district 
boundary. Historically, LATFOR 
has twisted this idea of contiguity 
using highways and inaccessible 
shorelines to connect unrelated 
towns and neighborhoods into 
one district. The citizens of New 
York deserve districts that are 
contiguous.

“New York State districts are 
also supposed to be drawn with 
great deference to county and mu-
nicipal boundaries. In Queens, 
special deference should also be 
paid to our distinct neighbor-
hoods. The lines drafted by LAT-
FOR clearly have not given defer-
ence to such boundaries. Districts 
have been drafted to cross bound-
aries for nothing other than po-
litical gain. The citizens of New 
York deserve districts that show 
deference to county, municipal 
and neighborhood boundaries.

“So where does that leave us 
today? Since we are up against 
the time constraints brought 
about by the upcoming primaries, 
LATFOR must literally go back to 
the drawing board and draft new 
lines that not only follow the New 
York state Constitution, but also 
draft lines that are not politically 
motivated and will show the rest 
of the nation that New York is 
no longer interested in being the 
most dysfunctional government 
in the nation.

“If this proves impossible for 
the Legislature, then Gov. Cuomo 
must veto the districts. Frankly, a 
court-drawn map is better than a 
politically motivated, gerryman-
dered map drawn by LATFOR.

“Going forward, New York 

state needs to pass a constitu-
tional amendment taking control 
over the redistricting process 
away from the Legislature and 
giving it to an independent com-
mission. Many states, including 
Iowa, can serve as the model. In-
dependent commissioners should 
be appointed from a pool of quali-
fied candidates and no district 
lines should be drawn based upon 
the party enrollment of the voters 
or of the incumbent legislators. 
Districts should be compact; con-
tiguous; give deference to county, 
municipal boundaries, neighbor-
hood boundaries; and continue 
the protections of the U.S. Con-
stitution and of the Voting Rights 
Act.

“It is time that New York 
state changes its dysfunctional 
ways and starts a path towards 
good government and reform. 
The first step towards that goal 
should now be independent redis-
tricting. With these district lines, 
LATFOR is aiding and abetting 
our state’s dysfunction.

It’s time for the citizens of 
New York to stand up and say, 
‘Enough is enough.’ We want good 
government now.”

Steve Behar
Bayside

CB 7 did right voting against Mormon church

I 
am writing in response 
to your Feb. 9-15 editori-
al “Fairness a Stranger 
at CB 7.”

I am amused at how 
you belittled Community 
Board 7 for denying a 
waiver for the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints to build a facility in 
the middle of a residential 
neighborhood. The fact of 
the matter is that CB 7 did 
its job by protecting the 
community it serves.

Granting three waiv-
ers would set a terrible 
precedent, regardless of 
whether it is a house of wor-
ship or not. What would be 
the purpose of the North 
Flushing rezoning if the 

members of the community 
board would rubber stamp 
all types of facilities — re-
gardless of whether they 
are appropriate for the sur-
rounding neighborhood or 
not.

North Flushing has 
been besieged by develop-
ers over the past decade 
and the vote by the CB 7 
members is a result of this 
frustration. Members of 
the community have had 
enough of developers and 
regardless of whether they 
build residential, commer-
cial or religious facilities.

In fact, I am concerned 
with the tone you take in 
your editorial, that “[Bor-
ough President Helen] Mar-

shall and the BSA should 
reverse CB 7’s decision” and 
grant the waivers. Are you 
suggesting our elected offi-
cials should ignore the will 
of the people? The process, 
which is already weighed 
heavily against homeown-
ers, is designed to protect 
the rights of the communi-
ty that these changes will 
affect.

I applaud CB 7 for 
standing up for the rights 
of the homeowners who 
would potentially be nega-
tively affected by the grant-
ing of permission to build 
this facility in the middle 
of a residential block.

While you state that 
the “community boards and 

Marshall should encourage 
Queens development,” per-
haps you can send us your 
address. It appears that you 
are more than willing to 
have this 23,420-square-foot 
monstrosity built in your 
neighborhood — although 
I imagine your neighbors 
would not be so pleased ei-
ther.

I have a feeling you and 
your neighbors would not 
be so against the due pro-
cess the community board 
follows if this happened to 
be built next to your home.

Jim Forkan
Flushing

Pols destroy Flushing

M
erchants leav-
ing Union Street 
because Flush-
ing Commons 

will be bad for business is 
just the tip of the iceberg 
(“Merchants leaving Union 
Street,” Flushing Times, 
Feb. 23-29).

The Willets Point pro-
posal with luxury high ris-
es, upscale shopping and a 
convention center, together 
with traffic nightmares on 
the Van Wyck Expressway, 
Grand Central Parkway 
and Northern Boulevard, 
will spell the end of all 
small businesses in the 
downtown Flushing area, 
as well as an extremely 

congested residential area 
beyond the congestion that 
currently exists.

The fault for this abom-
ination rests with Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall and the myopic City 
Council members whose 
primary constituents are 
the real estate moguls and 
not the poor, middle class 
and small business own-
ers.

Hopefully, term limits 
may breathe fresh air into 
our governing process.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing
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W
hen you were a 
child, did anyone 
give you a kalei-
doscope as a gift? 

For those of you who are 
not familiar with kaleido-
scopes, they are similar 
to a small telescope, but 
when you twist the rim on 
the top, you get variations 
of many different colorful 
designs formed into intri-
cate geometrical patterns. 
Each twist forms a differ-
ent pattern and no two are 
alike. The possibilities are 
endless.

Why the reference to 
kaleidoscopes? Because 
that is what politics in gen-

eral and Queens politics in 
particular are turning out 
to be. A case in point was 
last Thursday at Cathy No-

lan’s fund-raiser at Dazies.
Rory Lancman an-

nounced he was going to 
announce the next day his 
candidacy for Bob Turn-

er’s congressional seat. 
In Thursday’s late paper, 
however, they said they 
were going to combine Joe 

Crowley’s and Turner’s 
seats into one.

There was no way 
Lancman could beat 
Queens Democratic leader 
Crowley for his congressio-
nal seat. So instead, Lanc-
man hinted he might chal-
lenge Gary Ackerman for 
his seat. Now that scenario, 
if it happens, will be one in-
teresting race to watch!

While Council mem-
bers, assembly members 
and senators are required 
to live in the district they 

are running in, it appears 
rules are different for Con-
gress and anyone can run in 
any district. If they should 
win, are they then required 
to move into that district? I 
don’t know for sure, but I’m 
positive someone will in-
form us on the correct rules 
and regulations.

Speaking of upcom-
ing political races, it would 
seem that if the new lines 
remain the same, that 
would then put both Sens. 
Tony Avella and Toby 

Stavisky in the same dis-
trict, thereby pitting them 
against each other. As both 
senators are apparently 
represented by the Park-
side Group, I wonder how 
that will play out. It looks 
like there may be many 
interesting things about to 
happen on the Queens po-
litical horizon.

On March 7, I was in-
vited to a cocktail recep-

tion for Jim Wrynn at 
Harbor Lights at the South 
Street Seaport. The event 
was packed like sardines. It 
seems that after serving a 
number of years at the state 
Department of Financial 
Services, Jim has decided 
to return to private prac-
tice. He will now be con-
nected with the Goldberg-
Segalla law firm.

It has offices in Phila-
delphia, New York City, 
Buffalo, Rochester, Syra-
cuse, Albany, White Plains, 
Garden City, Princeton, 
Hartford and Long Island. 
With those many locations, 
it sounds like a most im-
pressive firm. Good luck to 
you, Jim. I’m sure you will 
contribute to your new firm 
all the accomplishments 
you provided for the state.

It was an interesting 
party. While there I had 
occasion to speak with 
Steve Levy, Esq. Levy, if 

you recall, was the Demo-
cratic executive of Suffolk 
County. Somehow or other, 
the Queens GOP managed 
to convince him to change 
his party registration and 
reregister as a Republican. 
If he did, they would sup-
port him to run for gover-
nor. Well, we all know how 
that turned out!

On New Year’s Day, 
Levy was replaced by Dem-
ocrat Steve Bellone, the 
current Suffolk executive. 
During the course of the 
evening, Levy gave me his 
card. He is now president 
and CEO of his own con-
sulting firm. He is an attor-
ney and served eight years 
in the Suffolk Legislature, 
where I’m sure he has made 
many solid contacts. Good 
luck, Steve!

The Samuel Field Y, in 
partnership with the Cen-
tral Queens Y, held a busi-
ness partnership breakfast 

at the Douglaston Manor 
March 6. They had a good 
turnout for that event.

That evening, the Long 
Island City Chamber of 
Commerce held a meeting 
in the Penthouse Bar and 
Restaurant at the Long Is-
land City Ravel Hotel. What 
beautiful views of the New 
York skyline from all the 
windows, but what a place 
to find. It’s the best-kept se-
cret in Queens unless you 
have been there before and 
know exactly where you’re 
going.

That’s it for this week.
I look forward to your 

voice mails at 718-767-6484, 
faxes at 718-746-0066 and e-
mails at deerrichard@aol.
com.

Be sure to check out 
the Focus on Queens page.

Till next week, Dee.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Planned changes in district lines create interesting races

Too much emphasis put on evaluating teachers’ performance

I
n 2001, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg made it 
known he was going to 
take steps to abolish 

the city Board of Education 
and take it over himself and 
run it with the assistance 
of an appointed city schools 
chancellor.

At the time, it seemed 
the new mayor had enough 
to do in running the city 
without adding on public 
school education to his 
workload, considering that 
he himself had no back-
ground or credentials in 
public education.

The concept of a 
board of education is tra-
ditional in the United 
States, with almost every 
state, city and town having 
one. Bloomberg, however, 
thought he could do a better 
job. The fact is that, based 
on statistical data, there 
are shortfalls in student 
performance with the city 
education system.

Bloomberg was not go-
ing to take the responsibil-
ity for an ineffective educa-
tion system, so the easiest 
way out was to blame teach-
ers. To emphasize that, he 
constantly called for more 
teacher evaluations. In ad-
dition, he has called out for 
shutting eight Queens high 
schools, thereby replacing 
teachers with new instruc-
tors. Will this really im-
prove education, especially 
if the new instructors have 

little experience?
It is difficult at best to 

implement an equal evalu-
ation system for teachers, 
given the difference in the 
type of students they are 
getting today. A significant 
number of students from 
the poorer sections of the 
city are from dysfunctional 
families and live in crime-
ridden environments. Some 
cannot speak English well, 
which detracts from their 
learning ability.

When these types of 
students are compared with 
middle-class students from 
a stable social environ-
ment, there will usually be 
a wide difference in learn-
ing capacity regardless of 
how teachers perform.

As previously said, 
academic education is not 
for everyone. Vocational 
trades being taught by 

our public schools, as they 
were in the 1950s and ’60s, 
would be a more practical 
way of dealing with the 
situation. If the city would 
try to give this educational 
opportunity to high school 
and possibly middle school 
students, it could go a long 
way toward improving city 
educational standards.

According to the new 
evaluation system, 31 per-
cent of a teacher’s rating is 
based on observations by 
school administrators and 
40 percent on state tests 
given to students. It would 
seem an instructor who 
received a good rating by 
observation would also see 
his or her students do well 
on state tests.

If a teacher, however, 
received a good observa-
tion grade and his or her 
students still did poorly on 

the state tests, what then? 
How is an overall evalua-
tion to be given under these 
circumstances? Too much 
emphasis is being given to 
teacher evaluations and not 
to other factors.

Regarding one impor-
tant aspect of this situation 
is the crime problem in city 
schools. To cite some data 
at John Bowne High School 
in Flushing in 2009, out 
of a student body of about 
3,000 students, 509 serious 
infractions occurred. At 
JHS 162, in the Bushwick 
section of Brooklyn in 2009, 
there were 369 serious dis-
ruptions during that school 
year.

In the school year 
2005-06, figures from the 
state Department of Educa-
tion indicate the following 
pertaining to crimes in city 
schools: assaults with phys-

ical injury, 5,084; sexual 
offenses, 948; robbery, 267; 
arson, 210.

With a situation like 
this, how is a teacher ex-
pected to teach effectively 
or a student expected to 
learn. There are more 
school safety officers on 
duty in city schools than 
there are guidance coun-
selors. At various high 
schools around the city, we 
see police cars parked near 
schools.

Years ago, during the 
middle of the 20th century, 
these environments would 
have been almost unthink-
able. A teacher’s job today 
is more difficult than it 
ever was. Before the focus 
is put on teacher evalua-
tions, other factors should 
be considered.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action
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The NYC Department of Educa�on Magnet Schools are schools of choice o�ering dis�nct, innova�ve, thema�c learning opportuni�es for your child.  
Each federally funded magnet school o�ers specialized curriculum aligned to the school theme with student ac�vi�es designed to promote academic 
excellence. The non-tes�ng applica�on is available for all students grades Kindergarten through 8.  

To learn more about our magnet schools, a�end an open house, 
or arrange a tour please call 718-759-4977.

* Interested applicants please fill out the above information, tear off and mail to: 415 89th Street - 5th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Mail applica�ons to: 415 89th Street - 5th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11209 or call 718-759-4977 for more informa�on.

PS 151 (Pre-k - 5) The Mary D. Carter IB/PYP Global Communication and Foreign Language Magnet School
  50-05 31 Avenue, Woodside, NY 11377 

OPEN HOUSE  Monday, March 19th 10:00AM - 11:30AM
   

PS/IS 111 (Pre-k - 8) The Jacob Blackwell Magnet School of Multimedia, Communication Arts & Journalism
37-15 13 Street, Long Island City, NY 11101    

OPEN HOUSE  Thursday, March 22nd 9:00AM - 10:30AM & 6:00PM - 7:30PM
 

PS 76 (Pre-k - 5) The William Hallet Magnet School of Health and Wellness
36-36 10 Street, Long Island City, NY 11106

OPEN HOUSE  Wednesday, March 28th 1:00PM - 3:00PM & 5:30PM - 7:00PM
  

PS 171 (Pre-k - 5) The Peter G. Van Alst Magnet School of the Arts 
14-14 29 Avenue, Astoria, NY 11102

OPEN HOUSE  Tours arranged by appointment

AST
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BY REBECCA HENELY

A Morgan Stanley ex-
ecutive pleaded not guilty 
in Connecticut Superior 
Court Friday to attacking 
a New York City cab driver 
when the cabbie asked for 
his $204 fare for driving 
him from Manhattan to his 
home in Darien, Conn.

The New York Post 
identified the driver as Mo-
hamed Ammar of Astoria.

“He was drunk and 
out of control, and he could 
have killed me,” Ammar 
told the Post. “That was one 
of the scariest moments of 
my life.”

William Bryan Jen-
nings faces charges of as-
sault, intimidation due to 
bias and larceny in connec-
tion with the Dec. 22 inci-
dent, according to the Con-
necticut courts’ website.

The Darien Police De-
partment said Jennings 

agreed to pay Ammar $204, 
the city Taxi and Limou-
sine Commission driver’s 
rate for the approximately 
40-mile drive, before they 
left the city Dec. 22.

But when they got to 
Jennings’ house, the bank-
er allegedly refused to pay 
and an argument began, 
Darien police said.

Ammar tried to call 
the police, but when he 
could not find a signal to 
call 911 on his cell phone, 
he tried to drive to the 
center of town to find an 
officer, Darien police said. 
As Ammar was driving 
away, Jennings allegedly 
took a pen knife out and 
stabbed at Ammar through 
the open partition, causing 
injuries to Ammar’s hand 
that required stitches, Dar-
ien police said.

Jennings allegedly 
also said to Ammar, “I’m 
going to kill you, you should 

go back to your country!” 
the Stamford Advocate re-
ported.

After the alleged at-
tack, Ammar drove to the 
side of the road and called 
911.

The Morgan Stanley 
banker contacted the po-
lice two weeks after the 
incident and was arrested 
Feb. 29, Darien police said. 
He paid a $9,500 cash bond 
and was released on bail, 
Darien police said.

Jennings has claimed 
he was afraid he was be-
ing abducted and acted in 
self-defense, the Stamford 
Advocate reported.

Ammar told the Post 
he does not feel safe after 
the incident.

“This has been a prob-
lem for all cabdrivers,” 
Ammar told the Post. “You 
have no control my over 
who you pick up. I regret 
letting him into cab.” 

Astoria cab driver says rider 
went berserk in Conn.: Cops

cameras, security doors 
or hiring additional staff, 
Lancman said.

This year, according to 
Lancman, only 150 are set 
to receive the grants.

“This money has been 
critically important,” he 
said.

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner 
(R-Middle Village) voted 
for the appropriations bill 
in the House, which was 
passed largely along party 
lines.

Turner did not respond 
to a request for comment by 
press time.

The grants can be used 
by any nonprofit, but Lanc-
man discussed what he 
called the heightened risk 
of attack that synagogues 
operate under on a daily 
basis.

“I would ask people 
who are not involved in 
Jewish cultural life to ap-
preciate the omnipresent 
threat of violence and ha-
rassment,” he said. “The in-
tensity ebbs and flows, but 
it is omnipresent.”

As an example, he cit-
ed a 2009 plot to bomb syna-
gogues in Riverdale, the 
Bronx, which was foiled by 
a federal agent who helped 
the men who were convict-
ed hatch the plan.

And on a yearly basis 

during the high holidays, 
the NYPD always increas-
es security around syna-
gogues to deal with any 
potential threats, Lancman 

said.
While the security up-

grades would not do much 
for identifying terrorist 
threats, Lancman said they 

might deter potential at-
tackers.

The NYPD has recent-
ly been in hot water over 
its policy of infiltrating 
Muslim student groups and 
mosques, and the New York 
Civil Liberties Union has 
called for a federal investi-
gation.

NYPD Commissioner 
Ray Kelly has defended 
his actions, calling them 
necessary in the NYPD’s 
attempts to foil attacks 
against the city.

And in a Tuesday 
Quinnipiac poll, New York-
ers were found to support 
the NYPD by a 2-to-1 margin 
and largely back Kelly and 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
on crime fighting.

Lancman said he sup-
ports the NYPD’s policy 
of gathering information 
about potential terrorist 
threats, although he said 
it must be done within the 
bounds of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

He also said the securi-
ty upgrades could have an 
ancillary benefit of catch-
ing vandals and thieves 
who have hit synagogues 
and mosques throughout 
Queens and Brooklyn in re-
cent months.

In November, swas-
tikas were spray painted 
on two libraries and on 
the walls of Congregation 
Tifereth Israel of Jackson 
Heights in East Elmhurst.

hurt and did not return 
fire, but took cover while 
Vasquez locked himself in 
his apartment, police said. 
Those who lived in the sur-
rounding apartments were 
evacuated as an EMS hos-
tage negotiation team re-
sponded, police said.

The owner said 
Vasquez’s attack was a 
shock and that he seemed 
like a friendly, normal per-
son.

“I never had a problem 
with him,” she said.

Vasquez did not take 
any hostages, although 
rumors circulated among 
neighbors that he had. In 
addition to those in the 
house, neighbors in nearby 
dwellings were asked to 
leave their homes. They 
stood out in the cold and 
dark while officers taped 
off streets between Central 
and Otto avenues and 67th 
to 68th places.

“The helicopter was 
flying above our heads for 
the last half hour,” 26-year-

old neighbor Karol Urban 
said around 8 p.m.

Police said they had 
attempted to make contact 
with Vasquez when he was 
barricaded but were unable 
to do so. A camera was used 
to locate Vasquez in the 
apartment, and they found 
him inside the bathtub in 
the bathroom, police said.

When the officers en-
tered at 10:10 p.m., they 
found Vasquez dead with 
a gunshot wound to the 

chest.
A neighbor, who de-

clined to give her name, 
said she had never seen a 
situation like the standoff 
and suicide Sunday night.

“I guess it happens ev-
erywhere,” she said. “It just 
didn’t happen before.”

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

of Big Six’s board of direc-
tors, said the intersection 
was cited as being danger-
ous 45 years ago and has 
not changed since then. He 

said 15 children are also al-
ready able to take the bus to 
PS 229 in the morning.

“Please put the kids 
on the bus,” Haggerty said. 
“It’s as simple as that. No 
money needs to be expend-
ed here.”

Van Bramer said he 

was calling on the DOE to 
reconsider the decision in 
light of the accidents that 
have occurred at the inter-
section.

“We cannot wait until 
a child is hurt,” he said.

Residents said they 
had witnessed bad acci-

dents and been in some of 
them themselves. Kathy 
Lally said residents’ cars 
parked on the northwest 
corner have sustained dam-
age from collisions.

“It’s very dangerous,” 
Lally said. “I saw an acci-
dent over here a couple of 

weeks ago.”
Doris Stroman, who 

has a 6-year-old and a 
14-year-old, said she was 
once in an accident at the 
intersection while driving 
with her children. She was 
driving her minivan when 
an 18-wheeler blew the red 

light and hit her.
“I’m still suffering the 

ill effects,” she said. “It’s 
terrible.”

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 2

Big Six

Continued from Page 1

Lancman

Continued from Page 1

Suicide

Officers speak with residents on Central Avenue. 
Photo by Christina Santucci 

State Sen. Rory Lancman discusses the dangers of funding cuts 
to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security outside the Israel 
Center for Conservative Judaism. Photo by Joe Anuta
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INCLUDES CADILLAC PREMIUM CARE MAINTENANCE FOR 4YEARS OR 50,000 MILES

The New Standard of the World.

No Money Down!*

3.6L V6 Improved
Horsepower and Gas Mileage!
6 Speed Automatic, 1yr. Onstar,
Turn By Turn Navigation MSRP

$37,055 #20466

LEASE FOR

$349*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC
SRXFWD

No Money Down!*

LUXURYCOLLECTION
6.2L V8 Fully Loaded, Rear Seat

Entertainment DVD, 22” Chrome Wheels,
Power Sunroof, Navigation System and

much more. MSRP $72,335

LEASE FOR

$689*

per month 48 months

2012 CADILLAC
ESCALADE

Automatic Transmission,
Power Sunroof, Leather, 18” Alloy Wheels And Much,

Much More! MSRP $27,750 Stock#20557/deal#100711

Automatic Transmission, Power Sunroof, Convenience Package,

18” Aluminum Wheels And Much, Much More! MSRP $30,030

Stock#19671/deal#10070

All New 2012 BUICK
VERANO

2012GMC
TERRAIN SLE-2 FWD

up to $2,750 Trade-In Bonus With Purchase Or Lease Of New 2012 Yukon & Sierra Models! Ask For Details Today!
Yukon, Yukon XL $1,000, Sierra 1500 $2,000. 2500HD with LGH/LML, 3500HD w/ LGH/LML $2,750

Your Choice!
LEASE FOR

$275*

per month 27 months

TheBetter Way!
Better Price!

Better Selection!
Better Service!

720NorthernBlvd,Great Neck
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

Buick / GMC offers, add tax & reg. fees. Primary lender approval. 10K miles a year. $995.00 down at $275 a month. Plus, bank fee $795, taxes, DMV and security will be due at start and extra. Ally bank. Residual: Verano $16,372.50, Terrain $16,816.80. Verano $575 customer cash rebate ( must be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer )., Terrain $2,750 customer cash rebate ( must be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer ). Terrain includes Competitive lease conquest rebate of a $1,000.00. ( must
be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer. Cadillac *Add tax & reg fees, plus , No Security Deposit, bank fee $695 due on delivery. SRX Price includes: $1,540 Customer Cash Rebate ( Escalade $7,275 ), $2,000 ( Escalade $3,000 )non-GM Conquest ( must be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer. $395 Disposition fee at lease end. US Bank 10k miles per yr. 25¢ thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. Residual Value ( SRX $18,898.05 & & Escalade $28,934.00 ) . ( Must be a NON
GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) Must have excellent credit, in lieu of rebates. Best Price: Based on primary lender approval. In stock vehicles. Model for model, option for option. Must present bonafide written order from authorized new car competitor. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 3-31-2012.

BUICK

in Great Neck!

BUICK in Great Neck!
CadillacCelebrates
ItsNewEdition...
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

At a number of bode-
gas in southeast Queens, 
customers can legally 
purchase a product that 
produces a marijuana-like 
high, but while the weed 
may be fake, the dangerous 
side effects are real.

Basheer Ahmed, man-
ager of the Bashir Famous 
Deli in Rochdale, Friday be-
came the first to sign City 
Councilman Ruben Wills’ 
(D-Jamaica) pledge to ban 
from his store’s shelves syn-
thetic marijuana, a product 
ostensibly sold as an herbal 
incense, but one critics say 
teens and young adults are 
smoking to get high.

“This is a problem 
that’s become increasingly 
more pervasive in our com-
munity,” said Wills, who 
stood outside the shop on 
the corner of Guy R. Brew-
er Boulevard and 140th 
Avenue, along with fellow 
Councilman James Sand-

ers (D-Jamaica) and state 
Assemblywoman Vivian 
Cook (D-Jamaica) to an-
nounce their plan to rid 
their neighborhoods of the 
products.

Sold under names such 
as “Spice,” “K2,” “Blaze” 
and “Red X Dawn,” these 
products consist of plant 
material that has been 
coated with chemicals that 
mimic THC, the active in-
gredient in marijuana.

Addiction expert Her-
man Lozada said the chem-
icals were originally made 
in labs to do research on 
animals and can produce 
side effects in humans such 
as hallucinations, heart 
palpitations, paranoia and 
aggression.

He said they are not 
regulated by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
and marked “not for hu-
man consumption,” adding 
that packaging that often 
depicts cartoon characters 
leaves little to question 

about whom they are being 
marketed to.

“It doesn’t smell like 
marijuana, and because it 

doesn’t smell kids are get-
ting away with it,” he said.

Wills said he was 
working on legislation that 

would criminalize the sale 
and possession of synthetic 
marijuana as well as intro-
ducing a resolution in sup-

port of a federal bill that 
would do the same.

“What we’ve done is not 
just a legislative approach, 
but a common-sense, grass-
roots approach,” he added.

The councilman also 
made signs that store own-
ers can display in their 
windows, pledging not to 
sell synthetic marijuana. A 
survey conducted by Wills 
in December found 12 out 
of 58 bodegas in southeast 
Queens  selling the fake 
pot.

“Some had it on the 
shelf, but didn’t know what 
it was,” he said. “To their 
credit, if ignorance can be 
a credit, many of them don’t 
know what they’re selling.”

Others, he said, know 
what they are selling. The 
councilman accused shop 
owners of price gouging, 
noting the price of a pack-
age that cost $5 in Decem-
ber now costs $8.

Dangerous fake pot should be outlawed: Wills

Bodega manager Basheer Ahmed signs Ruben Wills’ pledge against selling synthetic marijuana. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A billion more people 
nationwide took public 
transportation last year 
than in 2000, according to 
a transportation advocacy 
agency.

The American Public 
Transportation Associa-
tion said Americans took 
10.4 billion trips on sub-
ways, light rail systems, 
buses and commuter trains 
in 2011.

It was the second-high-
est annual ridership on 
public transit since 1957.

“Two top reasons for 
the increased ridership are 
higher gasoline prices and, 
in certain areas, a recov-
ering economy with more 
people returning to work,” 
said APTA President Mi-
chael Melaniphy.

“Since 60 percent of 
trips taken on public trans-

portation are for work com-
mutes, it’s not surprising 
to see ridership increase in 
areas where the economy 
has improved,” Melaniphy 
said.

The nonprofit said 
ridership on public transit 
was up 2.4 percent from the 

prior year.
 “The largest rate of 

growth was in rural com-
munities with populations 
under 100,000, where pub-
lic transit use showed an 
increase of 5.4 percent,” 
Melaniphy said.

Public transit ridership grows
along with higher pump prices

Schumer adds tax break 
for transit riders to bill

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The tax break for New York City’s be-
leaguered straphangers that once seemed 
as gone as the subway token may be back 
and $10 richer.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) 
has campaigned tirelessly for the tax ben-
efit, which offered transit riders $230 per 
month in tax-exempt income until it ex-
pired Dec. 31

Schumer said he has inserted a con-
dition in a federal highways bill restoring 
the transit riders full benefit — it had been 
slashed to $125 — adding $10 and making it 
effective immediately.

Under the program, employers can 
deduct funds before taxes from employees’ 
paychecks for savings of a third or more in 
riders’ transportation costs. At this time, 
half a million commuters in the metropoli-
tan area take advantage of the benefit and 
2.7 million nationwide.

“Many people thought that the ben-
efit of such help to New Yorkers was dead,” 
Schumer said. “It is not. “If the [U.S.] House 
[of Representatives] acts the way the Sen-

ate will, we can restore it.”
It was not renewed in its original form 

when it expired Dec. 31, and Schumer said 
the reason was several “Tea Party can-
didates from rural areas who don’t have 
mass transit” were to blame.

If passed, the benefits to public transit 
riders would be $240 a month, equal to the 
IRS tax benefit that covers parking.

The American Public Transportation Association says Americans 
took 10.4 billion trips on subways, light rail systems, buses and 
commuter trains in 2011.

A straphanger buys a MetroCard. 
AP Photo/Mary Altaffer
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Purchase These Vouchers

Exclusively AT:
www.BoroDeal.com

REGULAR PRICE

The Fine Print

$40.00
BUYS YOU SKATING FOR 4

WITH RENTALS, FOOD AND SODA

Aviator
Sports & Events Center

Whether you’re a wobbly wall holder or a grace-

ful skater who can do figure eights, it’s never too 

late to have fun at the rink. Bring your family and 

snag today’s deal from Aviator Sports & Events 

Center: $40 buys public skating admission and 

skate rentals for Four, and a burger, hot dog, or 

pizza; a small fountain soda; and bag of chips 

for each person., a $80 value!

Ice skating at Aviator Sports & Events Center is a 

fresh way to mix it up any day of the week, an awe-

some activity for a big group of friends, or the per-

fect means to inject a little fun into your fitness life. 

Aviator boasts New York City’s only twin NHL-size 

hockey rinks, smooth ice, and tons of fun activities 

to take part in after your time on the rink.You may 

not have perfected your triple axel yet, but with 

today’s cool deal you can have a blast on the ice!

3159 Flatbush Ave
Brooklyn NY, 11234

Limit per person: 1 (+4 as a gift)
Promotion Expires on September 01, 2012
Valid for Four public skating admissions and Four skate rentals.
Only Valid during public skating times
call 718-758-7567 for up-to-date schedules

fountain soda and bag of chips

718-336-8478

29 - 14 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria, NY

P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E  N E W  Y O R K ' S  # 1  S M I L E  P R O F E S S I O N A L

For Your Convenience Gentle Dental Care

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

0% Interest Payment Plans Available

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards... Most Procedures Can Be

Performed While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening

And Weekend
Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth WhiteningSMILE MAKEOVERS

  (1 Hour Tooth Whitening)

Beautiful Smiles, Affordably Yours!

718-DENTIST

www.718dentist.com

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

124-19 101 Street, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. Middle Village.



WE

18
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, M
AR

. 1
5-

21
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

Thousands celebrated the Hindu holiday of Phagwah, which marks the start of spring. (Clockwise from top l.) Crystal Sukhwa (r.) covers 
Kavita Mootoo with color; Kesho Dukhram dances with his powder; children use squirt guns from their porch; participants carry flags in 
the parade route; Joy Leonard looks out from a tent where dancers were getting ready; teenagers throw powder on one another inside 
the park; Navin Dass portrays Lord Krishna; and dancers from Vidya Satrohan holds plates of powder. Photos by Christina Santucci
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings

 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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M TUESDAY KARAOKE AT STRAWBERRY’S IN DOUGLASTON

LONG ISLAND CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AT THE RAVEL HOTEL

CATHY NOLAN FUND-RAISER AT DAZIE’S ON QUEENS BOULEVARD

N.Y. FAMILIES FOR AUTISTIC CHILDREN DINNER DANCE AT RUSSO’S ON THE BAY

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

65

3

3

3

3

7

4

4

4

4

8

Emcee Russ Targove and singer 
Jimmy D

Cathy Nolan and Lew Andrews

Helen Marshall

Guest speaker Jimmy Van 
Bramer

Andrew and Pam Bauman, Georgiana 
Resse-Benatti and Joe Ficolora

Singers Carolyn Meenan and Alfina 
Mancia

Cathy Nolan, Michael DenDekker and Lily 
Gavrin

Bob Turner

Arthur Rosenfeld

Georgiana Resse-Benatti

Jan Di Geronimo, regional director of Go Red for 
Women (2nd from left), with Go Red supporters

Rory Lancman, Cathy Nolan and Jimmy 
Van Bramer

Mrs. Eric Ulrich, Christie Lillo and Sal 
Bacarella

Joe Gravagna, Linda Marr, Nick Vaglica, Jimmy Van Bramer, 
Victor Clavie and Mark Entler

Victor Clavie, Paul Halvatzis, Joe Ficolora 
and Linda Marr

Jack Friedman (seated), Corey Bearak 
and Victor Clavie with friends

Seth Bornstein, Jimmy Van Bramer, Scott 
Sommer and Stuart Match Suna

Mary Ann and Joe Mattone Sr.

One of the many beautiful views

Claire Shulman, Helen Marshall, Pam and Andrew 
Bauman, Jack Taravella, Eric Ulrich and Audrey Pheffer

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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  WHERE BETTER TO DOUBLE
 OUR SERVICE THAN 
 NEW YORK, NEW YORK?
 100+ NEW DAILY FLIGHTS FROM LGA.

DELTA.COM
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary Hospital, 
the family member is our patient, too.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

End-of-life cancer pain spreads from the patient to every member of the 
family. The anguish, stress, and feeling of abandonment experienced by 
family members are just as significant as the patient’s physical pain. For this 
very reason, Calvary Hospital is the model for delivering palliative care to 
terminally ill patients, and also world-renowned “family care”. From our 
special social workers – known at Calvary as “Family Care Practitioners” – to 
our doctors, nurses, cancer care technicians… to our recreational therapists, 
Family Care Center personnel, clergy, nutritionists, bereavement specialists, 
administration and support staff…the family members are embraced with 
love, compassion, care and non-abandonment with often needed hugs 
and companionship. We walk arm-in-arm with the patient and their family 
members…together as one. Calvary Hospital is the place Where Life Continues.

Queens College Flushing, NY  11367

Summer Music Programs 2012

Piano Program offerings

Suzuki Piano Masterclass Open to 
Suzuki piano students of all levels. 
Individual instruction in a group 
setting. Music reading, supervised 
practice time, parental involvement 
and performance are all part of this 
valuable supplement for private
lessons.  Instructor: Mr. Liccardo.
Dates/Times: six Wednesday 
evenings, TBA

Summer Private Lessons

Private instruction for brass, wind, 
string, piano, guitar and voice 
students available for all levels of 
experience Dates/Times: TBA
with instructor.

The Lawrence Eisman Center
for Preparatory Studies in Music
Donald Pirone, Director

Jazz Camp
The Summer Jazz Camp at CPSM 
is designed to meet the needs of 
both beginning and experienced jazz 
performers, ages 12 to 18. Dates: 
July 2–July 26 (Monday–Thursday), 
Closed July 4. Times: 9:30 AM–
3:30PM

Musical Theater
Workshop
This exciting program will consist of 
classes in vocal technique, dance, 
song/audition repertoire, acting and 
scene study. Admission by audition. 
The program is open to students 
entering the 5th to 10th grades 
in September 2012. Dates: July 9 
–August 2 (Monday–Thursday) 
Times: 9AM–3:30PM

Chamber Music
Workshop

Open to intermediate through 
advanced string, wind and piano 
students, ages 12 to 18. This four 
week program will consist of daily 
rehearsing, coaching and master 
classes. A gala showcase performance 
in LeFrak Concert Hall will conclude 
the work-shop. Admission by 
audition.  Dates: July 9–August 2 
(Mondays–Thursdays) Times: 
10AM–3PM

Guitar and
Percussion Workshop

Beginner, intermediate and advanced 
players, ages 10 to 16,  will be 
accepted in this workshop. The 
workshop will feature instruction for 
guitar and percussion students, that 
will focus on performance techniques, 
and other related issues. Dates: 
July 9–August 2 (Mondays–Thurs-
days) Time: 10:30AM–3:30PM 

122-16 15th Ave. College Point NY 11356
(718) 321-0980 F: (718) 321-0981

www.rctperformance.com

Mention this 
ad to receive a 

$20.00
Discount on your
wheel alignment!!!
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MARCH 15-21, 2012

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Flushing is going green, offering 
fresh local, organic food to Queens’ 
 “green-deprived” residents. It recently 
announced its Community Supported Ag-
riculture  partnership with Golden Earth-
worm Organic Farm on Long Island.

 Part of a growing trend, CSA is a 
mutual agreement between local farm-
ers and community members who pay 
the farmer a fee in advance to cover pro-
duction costs. Offering weekly harvest 
shares of fruits and vegetables, the farm 
promises to provide key features of sus-
tainability as well as fair food, labor and 
environmental practices.

Living a sustainably-savvy lifestyle, 
Kristin Allocco, 27, a longtime resident 
of Bayside, works as education coordina-
tor at the Queens County Farm in Flo-

ral Park, 
where she 
loved to go as 
a child. Her job 
description focuses 
on teaching about sustain-
able agriculture and colonial times to 
adults and kids.  She also teaches dance 

and fitness.
“ G ol d e n 

Earthworm Or-
ganic Farm has 

partnered with several 
neighborhoods in Queens, 

including Flushing and Douglaston. Resi-
dents of these areas can join the CSA and 

pay a fee upfront for produce for the year. 
Members then pick up weekly shares of 
food brought to them directly from this 
farm” Allocco said. “Weekly shares vary 
by season, but each week there will be 
a bag full of different types of produce. 
Food is available for pickup on Tuesday 
evenings at Alley Pond Environmental 
Center between 5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.”

Golden Earthworm Organic Farm is 
certified organic CSA farm on the North 
Fork of Long Island’s east end, serving 
more than 1,500 member group in the 
communities of Queens and Long Island.

Vegetables are certified organic, 
while fruit is non-certified organic but re-
sponsibly grown. “The Flushing CSA is a 
wonderful way to try foods only available 
by season. Supporting local CSA’s helps 
us support local farmers and move away 

Continued on Page 3

WeeklyWeekly  
harvestsharvests
feed Queensfeed Queens
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TimesLedger Newspapers
has partnered with 

The Going Green In Queens 2012 Planning Committee, 
The Queens Civic Congress & The Queens Coalition for Parks

Networking Conference
GOING GREEN IN QUEENS 2012
A Greening, Educational and Networking Conference

Saturday, March 24, 2012 - 10:00 AM to 3:30 PM

at Al Oerter Recreational Center 131-40 Fowler Avenue, Flushing, NY
(right off College Point Blvd)

Easily accessible by the #7 Train-Main Street 
The Q58 Bus-Corner of College Point Blvd and Fowler Avenue 

And by car - with free ample parking near venue-go down Avery Avenue

FREE ADMISSION, FREE WORKSHOPS, 
FREE GIVEAWAYS, FREE FOOD AND FUN!

Please register at eventbrite to make the event successful!
Tours of the new pool building

Over 60 tables/exhibits and 8 workshops. 

WORKSHOPS
Morning workshops start as 11 a.m.

Afternoon workshops starting at 1p.m.
Short film festival during the day

Ceremonies are from noon to 1 pm 
There will beb time for some refreshmet and to visit tables throughout the 

event. All food and giveaways are first come-first served. 
SITE IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE

Please come and go as you please. We want you to feel comfortable & enjoy the day.

GO Green Event Participants:
New Yorkers for Parks

ioby.org
Citizens Committee for NYC

Citizens Against Graffiti Everywhere (CAGE)
Voeker Orth Museum

Queens Zoo
TimesLedger Newspapers
Queens Botanical Gardens

Recycle Queens

Office of Unclaimed Funds-NYS Comptrollers Office
Idlewild Parks Preservation Committee

Eastern Queens Alliance
Partnerships of Parks
City Parks Foundation

Green Shores NYC
United for Action

Queens Harvest Cooperative

Martin Luther School
Thrivent Financial For Lutherans

Con Edison
Waste Management

Pest Magic
National Childrens Study-Queens Vanguard Center

TASCA
Flushing Meadows-Corona Park Conservancy

GrowNYC
Green Agenda of Jackson Heights

Jackson Heights Beautification Group
Western Queens Compost Initiative

National Parks Conservation Association
Metropolitan Water Alliance

NY League of Conservation Voters

Coastal Preservation Network

Transportation Alternatives-Queens
Batteries for Recycling

EVENTS SPONSORED BY
TIMESLEDGERNewspapers
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from our dependence on unsustainable fac-
tory farms,” said Allocco.

Let’s face it. We live in a time when 
pesticides, preservatives, and radiated 
food products are a fact of life. There seems 
to be an ongoing battle between organic 
vs. the other stuff.  When we see the word 
“organic,” we tend to think “expensive” or 
“exclusive.” Paradoxically, this way of eat-
ing is actually simpler and healthier, more 
wholesome and literally of the earth. 

Perhaps we’re not convinced that or-
ganic really means all natural – after all, 
how do we really know? Some people don’t 
trust it, claiming it’s a sinister marketing 
tool. Others will only buy hormone-free 
milk and dairy products, cage-free eggs, 
and organic produce if they can find it at a 
local fruit stand or greenmarket. 

“In urban areas, there tends to be a 
disconnect between food and farming. It’s 
hard to imagine how important it is to pur-
chase local food when we can’t see where 
it comes from,” Allocco said. “The Flush-
ing CSA brings the farm a little closer to 
home. People tend to think of organic as 
being overpriced, but the Flushing CSA is 
affordable and breaks down to about $11.00 
per week for fresh, organic produce.” 

Growing up, Allocco said she just as-
sumed all food came from farms like her 
grandparents’ in Manorville, L.I., where 
the living green expert and her sister 
would fill empty Maxwell House Coffee 
cans with juicy peaches and fat strawber-
ries — always coming home with bags full 
of fruits and vegetables.

“I had the best of both worlds: On 
weekends, we visited my grandparents in 
the country and I was able to pick peaches 
and ride on tractors. Meanwhile, at home 
we were just a short train ride to Manhat-
tan.”

“My mom taught me a lot about sus-
tainability, although I didn’t realize it at 
the time. She is incredibly creative and we 
always used the resources we had avail-
able to us.  A lot of that came from the com-
munity.”

She pointed out that eating locally 
grown food means Queens residents can 
eat fresh produce that does not contains 
chemicals and does not require the heavy 
use of fuel to transport it to the consumer, 
which cuts down emissions. 

The Queens County Farm Museum 
offers a farm stand from June 1 through 
the end of October. It’s open Wednesday 
through Sunday, between noon and 5 p.m. 

The Douglaston Greenmarket on 41st Av-
enue and 235th Street reopens July 8 and 
runs until Nov. 18. The market operates on 
Sundays only, between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.  

Queens County 
Farm Museum

73-50 Little Neck Parkway, 
Floral Park, NY 
(718) 347-3276 

 www.queensfarm.org

Continued from Page 1

Queens CSAs

The Queens County Farm Museum provides a farm stand and information on community supported agriculture. Kristin Alloco (above) is an agriculture ed-
ucator at the museum. Photos courtesy of Queens County Farm Museum staff
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BY ALAN KRAWITZ

For the uninitiated, compost 
is a nutrient-dense material that 
improves soil health and provides 
essential nutrients to plants. 
Compost is a product of the natu-
ral decomposition process that 
transforms nutrients from once-
living materials into humus, the 
rich, organic component of soil.

While the transformation of 
organic materials is a fairly com-
plex process, it generally involves 
the introduction of micro and 
larger organisms, such as bacte-
ria, fungi, worms, and mites into 
the compost pile to initiate the 
natural decomposition process.

The compost pile is gener-
ally composed of a combination of 
food scraps and plant waste. Some 
of the major benefits of compost-
ing include keeping waste out of 
city landfills as well as helping to 
benefit community and resident 
gardens as well as contributing 

to overall lawncare and landscap-
ing practices.

“Composting in Queens is 
definitely increasing.  Our work-
shops are always very well-at-
tended,” says Gina Baldwin, proj-
ect manager for the NYC Compost 
Project in Queens hosted at the 
Queens Botanical Garden. “Peo-
ple are very interested in com-
posting their food scraps, among 
lots of other things.” 

The project, created by the 
city’s Department of Sanitation 
in 1993, is a five-borough endeav-
or funded by the agency’s Bureau 
of Waste Prevention, Reuse and 
Recycling.

Baldwin’s mission involves 
spreading the gospel regarding 
compost into various Queens’ 
neighborhoods, including 
schools, community gardens, 
public housing projects and co-
ops. “People either come to us or 
we go to them,” Baldwin explains. 
The project offers a range of work-

shops to teachers and children as 
well as technical assistance to 
homeowners and other residents 
interested in composting. 

Noting that there are more 
single-family homes in Queens 
than most of the other boroughs, 

Baldwin says she finds more 
community gardens in western 
Queens and more homeowners in 
eastern Queens. But the common 
bond is that all are interested in 
composting. 

“Composting is very engag-
ing for people who want to make 
a difference,” Baldwin says. 
“There is much problem-solving 
involved. We find that it helps 
bring communities together and 
it’s also a good team-building ex-
ercise as well.”

She adds, “You have to work 
together when you’re composting 
in a housing complex or any loca-
tion where many people live in 
one place.”

In Queens, numerous city 
agencies and nonprofit organiza-
tions have benefited from receiv-
ing NYC Compost. Those agen-
cies and organizations include 
The Bowne House, Creedmoor 
Psychiatric Center, Queens Bo-
tanical Garden, NYC Housing Au-

thority, Forest Park and Kissena 
Corridor Park. 

Residents and organizations 
can register to take master com-
poster classes to learn how to 
teach others to compost. Find in-
formation on the classes offered 
by the project at various times 
and locations throughout the bor-
ough by visiting the Department 
of Sanitation’s Bureau of Waste 
Prevention, Reuse and Recycling 
website at http://www.nyc.gov/
html/nycwasteless/html/com-
post/composting_nyc.shtml

In addition, residents can 
also purchase compost bins at a 
discount through the project as 
well. “We offer help in setting-up 
compost sites and systems that 
work best, including all differ-
ent types of containers for both 
indoor and outdoor composting,” 
Baldwin adds. “We give a lot of 
advice and we also work with 
lots of homeowners throughout 
Queens.”

Discover the power of composting at home

Waste is no longer something to get rid of, it’s a resource.
As North America’s leading recycler, Waste Management
processes over 8 million tons of paper, glass, plastic and metal
each year – enough to fill the Empire State Building more than
12 times. By 2020, our goal is to nearly triple the amount of
materials we recover through the use of innovative technologies
that capture more of the value in waste.  

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Waste Equals Opportunity 
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Protecting, preserving and cultivat-
ing our green spaces, parks and wetlands 
as precious community resources is high 
on the agenda at the Eastern Queens Alli-
ance, a proactive coalition of civic organi-
zations that joined forces in 1989 to address 
their communities’ issues and concerns.

Home to many rare species, like the 
snowy egret, ospreys, diamond-back terra-
pins, and fiddler crabs, Idlewild Park Pre-
serve — the jewel of southeast Queens — is 
a 324-acre wetland preserve located just 
north of Kennedy Airport.

Some of the few remaining wetlands 
within the New York/New Jersey Harbor 
Estuary are located in the park, officially 
designated as a Forever Wild Preserve,  
one of the protected natural areas within 
the city that support diverse wildlife and 
plant populations, by the New York City 
Dept. of Parks and Recreation.

“Providing the largest volume of fresh 
water to Jamaica Bay, Idlewild’s function 
as a natural sponge is critical to the preven-
tion/amelioration of flooding in southeast 
Queens,” said Barbara E. Brown, chair-
woman of Eastern Queens Alliance.

“EQA organized its Idlewild Park 
Preservation Committee to work on and 
advocate for the preservation and resto-
ration of the park, to return it to the eco-
logical wonderland that it was and can be,” 
Brown said.

“It is through EQA and its IPPC’s ad-
vocacy for Idlewild that shrubs and trees 
have been planted, that several trails have 
been blazed, that environmental educa-
tion is offered to our schools and families 
at large, and that a canoe/kayak launch 
has been constructed at Huxley and Craft 
Avenues - giving community access to the 
Idlewild Salt Marsh,” she said.

“There is a master plan for the restora-
tion of the park, replete with boardwalks, 
open classrooms, and stopping-off points 
for just soaking up nature,” Brown added.

Events such as concerts, fitness activi-
ties, reptile shows, and canoeing/kayaking 
outings have been offered in cooperation 
with the Urban Park Rangers, and Science-
in-the-Park Programs.

And through the efforts of the Alli-
ance and the IPPC, a $5 million allocation 
by Queens Borough President Helen Mar-
shall is bringing a full environmental sci-
ence learning center to Idlewild. 

“The center is being planned now, in 
collaboration with NYC Parks and EQA. It 
should be ready to open within two years,” 
Brown said. In the meantime, the EQA is 
running a mini-version of that center, out 
of an office trailer on the northwestern 
edge of Idlewild, near 149th Avenue and 
Springfield Lane.

Much of EQA’s accomplishments in 
Idlewild are due to the volunteer efforts of 
the community.  

According to Brown, the larger chal-
lenge is and has been to raise sufficient 
funds to accomplish all that is outlined in 
the IPPC’s Strategic Plan and to actualize 
EQA’s master plan. A recent challenge is 
also to cut through some of the red tape 
involved in getting a permit to complete 
a small area of habitat restoration along 
with a trail, overlook and entranceway to 
the Park.  

“Community participation in our ef-
forts is critical. We invite those who are 
interested in the preservation and resto-
ration of Idlewild to work with us on our 
Preservation Committee.” 

For information and to volunteer call: 
347-824-2301 or email: info@easternqueen-
salliance.org.

Discover forever wild Queens
Volunteers are an enormous part of the effort to maintain and upkeep the Idlewild Park Preserve. 

Photos by Barbara Brown

STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates offered to first
500 Customers till June 4.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.
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BY ALEX PALMER

With trees dotting the 
streets nearly wherever 
you turn in Queens, it can 
get easy to take their pleas-
ing sight for granted.

But while Queens’ 
neighborhood trees may 
seem robust, able to take on 
New York’s tough weather 
and even tougher residents 
using them as leaning 
posts or restrooms for their 
puppies, the trees rely on 
the care of members of the 
community to thrive.

“It’s a harsh urban en-
vironment that they have 
to grow in, and some type 
of stewardship and care is 
needed,” said Nelson Vil-
larubia, deputy director of 
Trees New York, a nonprof-
it group dedicated to plant-
ing and preserving trees 
throughout the city. “It’s 
basically like a houseplant 
— planted in a small sec-
tion of the ground with re-
ally limited growth space.”

One way for a person to 
care for their neighborhood 
tree: Don’t put garbage 
bags near the tree bed on 
trash night. According to 
Villarubia, chemicals and 
liquids that are harmful to 
trees can leak out and into 
the roots if the bags are in 
too close proximity.

Individuals can also 
use a small garden culti-
vator on the soil every few 
weeks, loosening the soil, 
which allows rain to seep 
in better and it’s better for 
the roots. A small layer of 
mulch can also be added to 
protect from dog urine and 
the rock salt sprayed on the 
streets during winter.

Those who want to go 
a step further can consider 
enrolling in one of Trees 
New York’s workshops. 
They offer a number of 
programs, including the 
12-hour Citizen Pruner 

course. The next Queens 
course starts May 10. Reg-
istered at www.treesny.org.

The group also teaches 
tree identification. Villaru-
bia said there are 16 com-
mon trees in the city, and 
in Queens individuals are 
most likely to come across 
ginko trees (with fan-
shaped leaves) and London 
planes (with camouflage-
like exfoliating bark).

Those undertaking a 
more ambitious tree care 
project might consider 
visiting Ioby (http://ioby.
org), a New York City-
based nonprofit that takes 
a crowdsourcing approach 
to neighborhood environ-
mental projects. Individu-
als can post details about 
a project on the site, from 
building a community 
garden to installing tree 
guards on their block, and 
send the link out to friends 
and community members 
calling for funds and volun-
teers.

“We call it crowd-
resourcing versus crowd-
funding — it’s much more 
than just a funding plat-
form,” said Erin Barnes, co-
founder and executive di-
rector of Ioby, which stands 
for In Our Backyard.

Typically, those in-
volved with the project live 
within two miles of where 

it takes place, according to 
Barnes, and donations av-
erage about $35 a person. 
This has added up to nearly 
$200,000 in funds since Ioby 
was founded in 2008.

Those looking to start 
a project in Western Queens 
can take advantage of the 
Greening Western Queens 
Fund, a matching grant 
available to those whose 
projects qualify, though the 
deadline to apply is March 
15.

All of these efforts are 
aided in no small part by 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and the City of New York’s 
MillionTreesNYC initia-
tive, aimed at expanding 
the urban forest through-
out all five boroughs. Tthe 
initiative has resulted in 
558,490 trees planted on 
public, private, and com-
mercial land so far at the 
time of this writing.

“The mayor’s Million-
Trees plan not only about 
the aesthetic improvement 
of the city, but also has 
the educational aspect to 
it,” said George Hendrey, 
distinguished professor of 
earth and environmental 
science at Queens College. 
“It brings back to people’s 
minds the need to be aware 
of green environment and 
thinking about sustaining 
it when we live in a very 
manufactured environ-
ment.”

Grassroot efforts lead tree-planting in boro

It’s basically like 
a houseplant 
— planted in a 

small section of 
the ground with 

really limited 
growth space.
Nelson Villarubia

Deputy director of Trees New 
York

Volunteers are the back-
bone of many organiza-
tions working to help green 
Queens and the city at large. 

Photos courtesy City of New York 
and Trees New York
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BY TREVINA NICHOLSON

By cutting the cost of their 
electric bills, Queens homeown-
ers can save money and the envi-
ronment by using solar energy.

In 2011, according to the New 
York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority, headed 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo, Queens 
was listed as the top borough in 
the city for having the highest 
percentage of application interest 
in solar energy. In fact, Queens 
accounted for a third of the appli-
cations within the state. 

“I don’t see solar energy as a 
trend,” said Councilman James F. 
Gennaro (D-Briarwood), chair-
man of the City Council’s Envi-
ronmental Protection Commit-
tee. “I see it as an imperative for 
the future.”

Since 2003, when NYSER-
DA’s solar energy incentive pro-
gram first began, the authority 
has seen a higher demand from 

residents, who are showing more 
curiosity to what the solar panels 
can do for their homes.

Gennaro is one of many 
council members who is in full 
support of the green initiative in 
Queens. . He believes there will be 
a day when people will have no 
other choice but to rely on solar 
energy. 

He explained that if we con-
tinue to burn off our fossil fuels, 
the results will not be something 
worth looking forward to such as 
dramatic climate change. . He also 
indicated that  solar, wind, and 

other alternative energy sources 
are being revamped to be of better 
use to society.

“This is not what we wish for 
our children and grandchildren. 
 It’s very imperative that we do 
something about it. That we open 
the door for solar energy,” said 
Gennaro.

Although turning your home 
into a solar energy environment 
can be costly, NYSERDA offers 
incentives to homeowners that 
will alleviate some of the worry. 
One of the incentives that focuses 
on residences allows the author-

ity to give up to $2 million each 
month to applicants.

Dayle Zatlin, assistant di-
rector of communications for 
NYSERDA, explained that if the 
authority has not given out the $2 
million fund worth in photovol-
taic  — a method of creating solar 
energy — solar panel incentives, 
it will be allocated to the next set 
of incentives for another energy 
project.

“Our goal is to build a sus-
tainable industry in the state,” 
said Zatlin. “We want to help peo-
ple pay, knowing that it is a little 
expensive.”

Zatlin made clear that an 
average size home in Queens nor-
mally uses a four-kilowatt system, 
which produces 4,600 kilowatts 
per year. According to Zatlin, the 
amount of kilowatts produced by 
solar panels provides about 70-80 
percent of electricity the home 
needs. 

A solar unit for an average 

single-family home would cost 
about $24,000, but by using the 
$6,000 in incentives available 
through NYSERDA, the price 
could drop to $18,000.

In addition, the government 
allows a 25 percent state solar tax 
credit and a 30 percent federal 
solar tax credit for homeowners. 
With those credits, homeowners 
could only pay $9,400 for a solar 
system, according to NYSERDA.

  As a part of the Going Green 
in Queens conference on March 
24,  residents will have an oppor-
tunity to learn more about how 
they can make Queens greener 
each day. It all starts with edu-
cation, according to Fred Kress, 
president of the Queens Coalition 
for Parks and Green Spaces.

“People say they can’t do any-
thing [to help the environment],” 
Kress said, adding he hopes to 
change that with the annual con-
ference he organizes. 

Solar energy growth is imperative: Gennaro

* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields 
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and CD term must be at least one year.
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18 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.00%
 APY**

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS TIMELY IRA OFFER!
Bump-Up For A Better Rate!*

WHEN YOU OPEN AN IRA OR 
COVERDELL EDUCATION 
ACCOUNT WITH $1,500 OR MORE 
BEFORE APRIL 17TH, YOU MAY 
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PICK UP YOUR FREE TREE AT THE FOLLOWING GIVEAWAY LOCATIONS (RAIN OR SHINE):

MillionTreesNYC 
Spring 2012 
Tree GiveawaysFREE TREES!

   Some simple rules: 

Limit one tree per household. 

Trees must be planted in the five 
boroughs.  

Trees must be planted on private 
property (ex: front/back yard).  

Trees cannot be planted along streets.  

Trees must be properly watered and 
maintained.

Saturday, March 17 – 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Partner: Richmond Hill EDC

Pick-Up Location: 125 St and 95 Ave (Smokey Park/Phil Rizzuto Park)

Saturday, March 24 – Noon to 2pm
Partner: Future Business Leaders of America
Pick-Up Location: 145-00 Springfield Blvd 

Saturday, March 31 – Noon to 2:00 pm
Partner: Environment Action Association

Pick-Up Location: 150-51 Northern Blvd (Hanyang Mart)

Sunday, April 1 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: Alley Pond Environmental Center

Pick-Up Location: 228-06 Northern Boulevard

Saturday, April 28 – 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Partner: Bayside-Whitestone Lions Club

Pick-Up Location: 23-02 Francis Lewis Blvd

Saturday, April 28 – 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Partner: Roackaway Civic Association

Pick-Up Location: 533 Beach 126th Street

Saturday, May 5 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: PSMS 219Q

Pick-Up Location: 144-39 Gravett Rd

Saturday, May 19 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: New York Anti-Crime
Pick-Up Location: Astoria Park

Saturday, May 19 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: PS 173

Pick-Up Location: 174-10 67th Ave

Sunday, May 20 – 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Partner: 4Boro Neighborhood Preservation Alliance

Pick-Up Location: 70th Ave & Queens Blvd (MacDonald Park)

QUEENS Quantities are limited. 

Trees available on a first-come 
first-served basis.

* IMPORTANT *
Dates and times subject to change.

Check www.nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc
 for the most recent updates.

For more information on tree giveaways, 
visit www.nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc
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BY ALAN KRAWITZ

Longtime Bayside resident Dr. Jef-
frey Rosenfeld teams with NYC architect 
to show seniors how to leave the nursing 
home behind.

For those who dread the idea of some-
day retiring to an assisted living facil-
ity — or worse yet a nursing home, — a 
new book explores alternative ways to age 
gracefully in the comfort of a redesigned 
and re-imagined home while staying con-

nected to friends, family and favorite ac-
tivities.

Written by longtime Bayside resident 
Dr. Jeffrey Rosenfeld and architect Wid 
Chapman, the coffee-table-style book “Un-
assisted Living: Ageless Homes for Later 
Life” (Monacelli Press, division of Ran-
dom House), is rich with illustrations, 
featuring seven chapters and 33 distinct 
homes and apartments from Los Ange-
les condos that resemble high-end hotels 
to smartly designed Midwest hideaways 

that enable seniors to live “off the grid.”
“Today’s boomers won’t be following 

the lead of previous generations,” says 
Rosenfeld, who teaches environmental 
gerontology at Nassau Community Col-
lege and is the former Director of Geron-
tology at Hofstra University.

Environmental gerontology exam-
ines ways in which architecture and de-
sign are affected by the country’s aging 
population.

Continued on Page 26

DR. JEFFREY 
ROSENFELD

The Baby Boom generation is re-
inventing home design in their 
retirement, integrating acces-
sibility and high style. 
Photo courtesy of The Moncelli Press
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Answers in Sports

‘Uncanny’ space brings menagerie of arts themes
BY ALEX PALMER

Vaudeville shows, craft 
nights and electronic music con-
certs. Not a bad lineup for what 
was a vacant wood-flooring show-
room just a couple months ago.

Uncanny Valley, a new art 
and performance space, officially 
opened to the public on Feb. 24, 
bringing all of these offerings to 
visitors of its 26-09 Jackon Ave., 
Long Island City location. It is one 
of the latest projects from non-
profit group Chashama, which 
repurposes unused or dormant 
spaces to create temporary art 
galleries, studios and theaters.

Uncanny Valley is a combi-
nation of all of these. Its opening 
party featured Balkan no-wave 
band the Drunkard’s Wife, a 
play from Williamsburg’s Dome 
Theater and an installation from 
artist-in-residence Lisa Ludwig. 
It holds monthly musical and the-
atrical evenings, with the next 
one on March 16 and a reading 
event the following week, as well 
as craft and community nights.

The space will also host a se-

ries of events after the PS1 Warm 
Up days on Saturdays throughout 
the summer.

In addition to being an event 
venue, Uncanny Valley serves as 
a workshop space for the National 

Theater of the United States of 
America theater company, as it 
works on a production of “The 
Golden Veil” that it describes as 
an “epic micro-spectacle” on its 
website.

“People can come see the 
workshop in action. The produc-
tion value might not be high, but 
it will be an open and inviting 
atmosphere and we want people’s 
feedback,” said Normandy Raven 
Sherwood, co-director of Uncan-
ny Valley. “The space is not just 
for the final presentation of work, 
but all the stages along the way.”

This work-in-progress ap-
proach infuses the whole space, 
and the broader efforts of Cha-
shama, which secured temporary 
use of the building, as well as two 
other spaces nearby, including 
an old Bank of America location, 
from Manhattan-based Rockrose 
Development Corp.

“I think it’s a terrific idea,” 
said Patricia Dunphy, senior vice 
president of Rockrose Develop-
ment Corp. “Of course we have 
certain restrictions in the agree-
ment: It has to be family-friendly, 

and be sensitive to the communi-
ty, and it is.”

It was this partnership that 
helped create the 15,000-square-
foot The Palms party in Long Is-
land City last summer, complete 
with live music, indoor lounge 
and three pools created from re-
purposed dumpsters.

Dunphy reached out to Cha-
shama after seeing the group’s 
16-foot window display of rotating 
art exhibitions on 53rd Street in 
Manhattan, previously the site of 
the Donnell Library Center un-
til it closed in August 2008. The 
group currently has more than a 
dozen spaces throughout the city 
in addition to Uncanny Valley, in-
cluding subsidized artist studios, 
exhibit and rehearsal spaces.

“We’re always looking for 
new space and proposals for art-
ists,” said Kim Schnaubert, direc-
tor of development and commu-
nications for chashama. “We’ve 
presented all sorts of independent 
artists’ work, and really program 
them according to the needs of 
the space.”

Uncanny Valley in Long Island City provides space for a variety of creative arts, 
including performance and visual art forms. Photo by Lisa Ludwig
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Quotable Quote

Across
  1. Bog down
  5. Canadian peninsula
10. Carve in stone
14. Fragrance
15. Colorado skiing mecca
16. Waikiki wingding
17. Putdown
18. King Arthur’s meeting
       spot
20. Midmorning
21. Great college for poets?
22. List components
23. Sad song
25. Seafood selection
27. David, for one
29. Witch’s vessel
33. Dalai Lama’s country
34. Seventh heaven
35. Paris assent
36. Molecule part
37. Computer command
38. Air bag?
39. Kind of shot
40. Corrupt
41. Kind of cap
42. Obedience Class lesson
44. Plumber’s need
45. Carnival attraction
46. Solid grade
47. Grouchy Muppet
50. Slave away
51. Kitchen meas.
54. Obese bird?
57. Affirmative votes
58. Give a darn
59. New moon, e.g.
60. Listening devices
61. “Planet of the ___”
62. Customs
63. Card game for three

Down
  1. Lion’s share
  2. Doing nothing
  3. Traffic control circle
  4. Drop the ball

  5. Park place?
  6. Stick out like ___ thumb
  7. Potato, in slang
  8. Confident solver’s tool
  9. Conclude
10. Jubilant
11. Toothpaste holder
12. Storm preceder
13. Tints
19. Cash drawers
21. Very dry champagne
24. Bit of gossip
25. Peter, Paul or Mary
26. Bounce
27. Office crew
28. Sir or madam, e.g.
29. Hold on tight
30. Lean cut of beef
31. Postal scale unit
32. Chad’s neighbor
34. Pickling liquid
37. Settled the bill
38. Humdinger
40. Show place?
41. Raggedy Ann, for one

43. Heavy moving
       equipment
44. Book parts
46. Gem state capital
47. Marine menace
48. Ivory, e.g.
49. Medical breakthrough
50. Skier’s aid
52. Poet Teasdale
53. “Over here!”
55. Dashboard abbr.
56. Exclamation of surprise
57. “I agree”

If either the Left Wing
or the Right Wing
gained control of the
country, it would
probably fly around in
circles.

• • • Pat Paulsen

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
                       A GOOD HAND

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERSBy Ed Canty
y

TimesLedger Newspapers
Mar. 15-21, 2012

Circular Reasoning
W

Tango 5 Senses — Eight weeks 
only.
When: Through March 18, 
Fridays and Saturdays, 8 pm, 
Sundays, 4 pm
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Magic School Bus — Celebrate 
the 25th anniversary with an 
all-new musical adventure.
When: March 18, 3 pm

Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

Tom Wopat — The star of stage 
(Catch Me If You Can Annie Get 
Your Gun, Guys and Dolls) and 
television (Dukes of Hazzard, 
Cybill) performs a fun and 
swinging concert of Broadway 
hits and standards of the 40s 
and 50s.
When: March 24, 2 pm and 8 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 

Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce 718-760-
0064; Administration 718-760-
0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Oliver! — By Lionel Bart and 
Theatre by the Bay.
When: Through March 25, 
Saturdays 8:30 pm and Sundays 
3 pm
Cost: $20, $18 seniors, $18 
children under 13
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebayny.com Friday the 16th

The Party Kicks Off With Our:
Rocking Happy Hour

Live Music With Peter McKiernan 
(5 PM - 8 PM)

Complimentary Buffet & Drink Specials!

Saturday the 17th
The Real Celebration Begins!

The Best Traditional Irish 
Breakfast in Queens 

(11 AM - 4 PM)

Join Us For Our 
Complimentary Corned Beef 

& Cabbage Buffet (3 PM - 5 PM)

Live Performance by The Sporting Paddies     
(5 PM - 8 PM) & DJ Frankie ‘Till the Wee Hours!

Food & Drink Specials All Day

Sunday the 18th
Finish Off the Weekend!

Unlimited Sunday Brunch Menu

Traditional Irish Breakfast (11 AM - 4 PM)

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Weekend!

718.849.3939
82-70 Austin St, 

Kew Gardens, NY 11415
austinssteakandalehouse.com
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“They’re (boomers) creating homes 
where they can ‘age in place’,” says Rosen-
feld, who has written and researched 
extensively on boomers throughout the 
world. “… They want to build homes so that 
they don’t have to leave their familiar sur-
roundings.”

The term “boomers” generally refers 
to the nearly 72 million people born in the 
United States between the years 1946 and 
1965. Rosenfeld says that part of his inspi-
ration to write the book stems from his 
own status as a boomer, now turning 65 
and beginning to wrestle with questions of 
his own home and community.

Rosenfeld contends that boomers are 
truly transformative and that they are 
changing the way we will think about 
home and aging in later life.

“It’s a matter of people reacting to their 
environment and home and their home and 
environment giving them options or not,” 
Rosenfeld says.

Some of those options include archi-
tecture designs that take into account, for 
example, a chronic or degenerative illness. 
Examples from the book include a house 
specially designed with ample floor space, 
no stairs or thresholds and V-shaped col-
umns that provide structural integrity 
while making navigation in the home eas-
ier.

Rosenfeld asks, “Does your home 
shape your future?” He adds that boomers 
are already creating new styles and path-
ways to later life.

The pathways the book explores in-
clude “bistro living,” the concept whereby 
boomers downsize from larger homes into 
condos, apartments and even studios so 
they can stay close to things they love in 
life, such as favorite restaurants, stores, 
hobbies, etc. just by moving to more easily 
manageable living spaces.

Yet another way to stay connected, 
says Rosenfeld, is for boomers to incorpo-
rate home offices so they can continue to 
work at home and keep productive.

He points out that previous genera-
tions moved to places like Florida that 
ostensibly served to isolate them from 
friends and family. “That might have been 
a good decision for those people then, but I 
don’t think boomers will be repeating what 

many of them saw as mistakes.”
And as technology has served to 

link the world via social media and other 
platforms it will also enable people to age 
where they want and still be connected to 
vital services such as health care.

“Telemedicine enables people to live 
where they want and still have their medi-
cal needs addressed,” Rosenfeld says.

He also says boomers may be the first 
generation to actually live independently 
as they age since more will be able to live 
“off the grid” because technology will keep 
them connected to healthcare.

Asked about the role of traditional se-
nior housing solutions, Rosenfeld says that 
now even nursing homes have begun to 
get the message that their facilities carry 
a stigma.

“Nursing homes now realize that ev-
eryone dreads them,” he said. “They’re re-
branding themselves and now promoting 
themselves as sports medicine and reha-
bilitation facilities, as many boomers will 
need things like knee and sports-related 
surgeries.”

Calling the book “upbeat and forward-
thinking,” Rosenfeld says he is thrilled 
with the response it’s getting. “The book is 
generating very supportive feedback.”

For those who wish to offer their own 
feedback on the book in person, there will 
be a book signing event at Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers in Manhasset on March 22 
from 7-9 p.m.

For more information on the book vis-
it www.livingunassisted.com.

Continued from Page 23
Unassisted

Complete with accessibility, functionality and aesthetics, retirement home designs of the 21st centu-
ry are going against the grain of senior living. Photo courtesy of The Moncelli Press

Bayside author Dr. Jeffrey Rosenfeld’s 
book, “Unassisted Living: Ageless Homes 
for Later Life,” captures the changing art 
of architecture as generations grow older. 

Photo courtesy The Monacelli Press

JOIN US FOR

ST. PATRICK’S
We’re Celebrating 

the Entire Weekend!

Schedule of Events:

FRIDAY, MARCH 16TH
Teachers’ Pre-St. Patrick’s Happy Hour 

from 3pm - 7pm

Drink Specials

Fun “Green” Giveaways

Coors Light Girls arrive from 9pm-11pm 
with Ice Luge!

SATURDAY, MARCH 17TH
CINDY & JAIMIE AT THE BAR ALL DAY!
Watch the St. Patrick’s Day Parade LIVE from 

Bourbon Street’s Mega-Screens!

Enjoy FREE Corned Beef & Cabbage from 3pm - 5pm

SUNDAY, MARCH 18TH
Post St. Patrick’s Hangover Brunch 

from 12pm - 4pm

Bloody Mary Specials!

Bourbon Street

40-12 BELL BOULEVARD
Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-2200
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CONCERTS

Charisa: The Violin Diva — Part of 
Jazz Educational Concerts. RSVP. Food 
available. Special guest poet Saiku 720.
When: March 17, 8 pm
Where: Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 176-03 
Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 523-3312; www.
afrikapoetrytheatre.com

Faculty Recital — Michael Oelbaum, 
piano.

When: March 19, 12:15 pm
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, Queens 
College, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: 718-793-8080
Website: www.kupferbergcenterarts.
org

Queens College Chamber Music 
concert series — Two operas will 
premiere this spring: “The Image 
Maker”(world premiere) and “My 
Kinsman, Major Molineux” (New York 
premiere). Other highlights include 
performances by Rebel: A Baroque 

Chamber Ensemble, Trio 101, Queens 
College Chamber Orchestra (with 
Charles Neidich), Phillips-O’Connor-Han 
Trio, Claremont Trio, and the Phillips-
Frampton-Rosen Trio. Check full 
schedule online.
When: March 23, March 30, April 20, 
April 27, May 4, May 5, May 6, May 11
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, Queens 
College, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 793-8080; jane.cho@
qc.cuny.edu;
Website: www.kupferbergcenterarts.
org

Monthly Jazz Jam — The Flushing 
Town Hall Jazz Jam Series is a unique 
free jam session right here in Queens. 

No need to travel into Manhattan, 
share the stage with our Jazz Jam 
house band at monthly jams curated 
by internationally acclaimed trumpeter 
and Queens College Professor, Michael 
Mossman. All levels are welcome; just 
drop by and sign in! (btw, we got the 
baby grand, drum kit and the house 
band.)
When: April 4, May 2 and June 6, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

KIDS & FAMILY

St. Patrick’s Day Storytime and 
Crafts — A special storytime and 
holiday craft to celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day.
When: March 17, 11 am
Where: Barnes & Noble, 176-60 Union 
TPKE., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 380-7077 

Art class — Black and white winter 
drawing. All supplies are provided. 
Family friendly but not suitable for 
young children.
When: March 18, 1 pm
Where: Fort Totten, Fort Totten, 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 352-1769

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call: www.timesledger.com

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

61-02 Springfield Blvd. 
718-224-9292

BAYSIDE ORIGINAL 
CHICKEN

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

RESTAURANT

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

FIND US ONLINE 
www.timesledger.com 

www.Facebook.com/ www.timesledger.com
www.twitter.com/timesledger
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BUSINESS

Frutta di Mare Friday Seafood Sunday Dinner at Giardino

44-37 Douglaston Parkway Douglaston, NY 11363  |   Phone: (718) 428-1090   |   On the Web: www.Giardinos.com

Both Incredible Menus Just
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TO THE PARENTS OF NEW YORK CITY:

Thank You 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Despite attacks by Mayor Bloomberg and his allies, tens of thousands of 
New York City public school teachers go to work every day to make their 
students’ lives better. 

Thank you for your continuing support for the work our teachers do.

Michael Mulgrew
President
United Federation of Teachers
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ROP

ing to Merritt.
But police were mak-

ing connections as well in 
the aftermath of the shoot-
ing after officers first ar-
rested two teenagers at the 
scene. Cops eventually net-
ted 11 people following Ad-
ams’ murder, according to 
the NYPD, and one of those 
young men was recently 
charged with a separate 
murder that occurred last 
month, police said.

 But news of the ar-
rests were absent from the 
packed chapel, where many 
of Adams’ friends and fam-
ily got one last look at his 
face before the casket was 
closed.

Erica Ford, an advo-
cate trying to end violence 
in southeast Queens, said 
Adams’ death cannot be 
forgotten.

“I want every person 
who is committed to peace 
in southeast Queens to 
stand up,” she said as the 
entire chapel got to their 
feet.

Ford has made this 
speech before. She listed 
several other murder vic-
tims who died from gun-

shots over the years.
But she hoped that this 

time it would be different.
“This is not an accident 

that Darryl brought out all 
of southeast Queens,” she 
said. “This has to be the 
one.”

Ford wants to raise $5 
million to institute a pro-
gram called Cease Fire, 
which would combat gun 
violence, in all of the pub-
lic housing projects in the 
area. She also wants to 
make a musical tribute to 
Adams by bringing musi-
cians from different neigh-
borhoods together.

But Ford was also with 
the family Tuesday, when 
she said family and friends 
clashed with police.

An officer at the 103rd 
Precinct confirmed that an 
incident took place and that 
several people were arrest-
ed, and Jamaica Hospital 
Center confirmed that Mer-
ritt had been admitted and 
was in stable condition.

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) was 
working to get some of the 
young men who were ar-
rested released, a commu-
nity leader said.

Adams’ funeral oc-

curred nearly a week after 
police raided a Rosedale 
home and made 11 arrests 
soon after his murder, au-
thorities said.

One of the teens ar-
rested, Terrance Housner, 
20, was also charged with 
the murder of Cody Khan, 
who was killed last month. 

Immediately after 
Adams was shot, police ar-
rested 16-year-old Alexan-
der Burgess and 19-year-old 
Sean Barnhill. They were 
charged with murder and 
criminal possession of a 
weapon, but later they were 
also charged with attempt-
ed murder in connection 
with other shootings in the 
area, police said.

And among the 11 
arrested in the Rosedale 
house, 17-year-old Dontaye 
Goines and 17-year-old 
Romain Brady were also 
charged with attempted 
murder, police said.

Goines and Burgess 
allegedly shot a man Feb. 
25, according to the NYPD, 
while Brady and Barnhill 
are accused of a shooting 
March 1.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

the area and results from the 2010 census. 
Though the coalition took issue with the 
fact that Flushing in its entirety was not 
included.

Under state law, a bill must sit for 
three days before it can be voted on. Since 
the bill for both the Assembly and Senate 
— which ran about 250 pages and outlined 
 each of the districts street-by-street — was 
finalized Sunday just before midnight, 
the lawmakers were expected to vote this 
week.

Along with the bill containing the 
new district lines, the Legislature is likely 
to vote on a separate bill containing a con-
stitutional amendment that would reform 
the process 10 years down the road. Cuomo 

would also like to see a law passed to en-
sure that the reform sticks, he said in a re-
cent radio interview.

But Gianaris said he would prefer that 
Cuomo veto the lines, which would then be 
drawn up by a special court magistrate.

The argument that it is too late to have 
a court draw up the lines — since the state 
primaries are scheduled for September 
and the congressional primaries for June 
— does not apply, since a federal judge re-
cently drew congressional lines in a timely 
manner that were positively received by 
New Yorkers, although not by incumbent 
lawmakers, Gianaris said.

“The courts handled the congressio-
nal lines, and they were transparent and 
fair,” he said. “The lines that the courts 
produced have been critically acclaimed, 
and I think it is certainly better than what 
the Legislature is able to come up with.”

but the people, who were 
opposed to the plan.

“A time where every-
body, all race, color, creed, 
religion, age and gender of 
all walks of life, both rich, 
poor and in-between are 
standing together and say-
ing in a loud and clear voice 
this bill doesn’t work for 

me,” he said.
Kenneth Cohen, presi-

dent of the NAACP’s north-
east Queens chapter, said 
that in addition to the con-
troversial proposal to add 
the Senate seat, LATFOR’s 
plan for Queens is “not 
appropriate to serve our 
communities” because it 
divides them.

The Rev. Charles Nor-
ris Sr., pastor emeritus of 
the Bethesda Missionary 

Baptist Church in Jamaica, 
called Cuomo an “ambi-
tious governor” and that, 
as a Christian, he would 
be obligated to forgive the 
governor should he approve 
LATFOR’s plan, but he “cer-
tainly won’t forget when he 
runs for something else.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

dle Village).
City Comptroller 

John Liu said the holiday 
prepares the younger gen-

eration to celebrate their 
cultural heritage and the 
South Asian community.

“A community that 
adds so much to Queens, 
New York City and the 
United States of America,” 
Liu said.

Gurman Bhumak, 11, 
said he was having fun and 
had powdered many people 
during the parade.

“At least 100,” Gur-
man said. “More than 100. 
All the people that pass by. 
Straight on.”

“Implementing the 
plan will improve water 
quality throughout New 
York Harbor and our neigh-
borhoods,” Strickland said.

The request for propos-
als identify three separate 
contract areas.

The first contract seeks 
companies to install these 
green projects on public 
property in a large section 
of central Queens, compris-
ing mainly Forest Hills and 
Rego Park. Another con-
tract seeks companies to 
install the same devices in 
another area covering Co-
rona and Elmhurst.

If a contractor installs 
green roofs on one of the 
many schools or city-owned 
buildings in the area, for 
example, the water trapped 
in the soil will not flow into 
the city’s sewer pipes and 
overwhelm the system. In 
this case, the excess com-
bined rainwater and sew-
age, called combined sewer 
overflow, would belch out 
into Flushing Bay through 
two pipes at the water’s 
edge.

So much rancid sedi-

ment from the sewer out-
falls has accumulated in 
the bay under the pipes 
that during low tide the ex-
posed soil emits a nauseat-
ing odor.

In response, the city 
had planned to dredge the 
area and remove some of 
the soil, but the DEP’s re-
quest for proposals seeks 
to eliminate the problem at 
the source.

Western Queens is 
home to a toxic waterway of 
its own: the superfund site 
known as Newtown Creek, 
 which has problems simi-
lar to Flushing Bay with 
sewer outfall pipes.

In neighborhoods in-
cluding Ridgewood and 
Glendale, the city is seek-
ing a third contract to in-
stall green infrastructure 
there.

Again, public and 
city-owned property is fair 
game, including schools 
and sidewalks.

Some other sugges-
tions for any companies 
seeking to apply include en-
hanced tree pits, according 
to the DEP website.

The extended tree pits 
provide not only a larger 
area of soil for water to 
soak into, but also an un-

derground cistern of sorts 
that can act as a reservoir 
for trees and flowers above, 
and more importantly hold 
rainwater that might oth-
erwise flow into the sewer 
system.

Porous sidewalks act 
in a similar manner, allow-
ing light and water to filter 
through the top surface to 
some sort of foliage planted 
underneath it while still 
permitting walking.

Discharge of sewage 
and the pollution of Flush-
ing Bay and Newtown 
Creek have been a concern 
of Queens residents.

In College Point, resi-
dents there are advocating 
for the DEP to restore wet-
lands around the bay in 
exchange for construction 
that will upgrade sewer 
pipes in the neighborhood.

In western Queens, 
the city and oil companies 
are currently conducting 
a study on the best way to 
clean up the fetid Newtown 
Creek.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 5

Continued from Page 5

Continued from Page 4

Darryl Adams

NAACP

Phagwah

Waterfront

Redistricting

revealing hours of alleged 
buying and selling of her-
oin, the office said. Law 
enforcement also found the 
heroin and the cash in the 
storage facilities, the office 
said.

Agents seized 5,400 
doses of heroin through the 
members, the office said. 

Overall, the alleged ring 
members are charged with 
distributing more than 20 
kilograms of heroin, which 
has a street price of at least 
$2.7 million, the office said.

Brooklyn Federal 
Court Judge Gary Brown 
will oversee the case, the 
U.S. attorney’s office said. 
If found guilty, the 20 defen-

dants face 10 years to life in 
prison, the office said.

“Heroin use among 
suburban teens is alarm-
ingly popular, and today’s 
heroin is more potent and 
less expensive than ever,” 
said Janice Fedarcyk, of 
the FBI. “The FBI and our 
partners are determined to 
stem the flow of a poison re-
sponsible for far too many 
needless deaths.”

Continued from Page 5

Woodhaven

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY MIKE MCAVOY

Cody Frucht is going 
to have a hard time taking 
off his Holy Cross hockey 
jersey and hanging up his 
skates for the last time. 
Winning three champion-
ships in four years of high 
school will have that effect.

“I wish I was staying 
another year,” he said with 
a smile. “Kids come into 
high school looking to win 
a championship. I got three 
and I couldn’t ask for any-
thing better. I’ll never for-
get it.”

Holy Cross’ nine se-
niors would agree with 
their teammate, and their 
coach, Kevin Goodspeed, 
cannot say enough about 
this senior class.

Holy Cross defeated St. 
Francis Prep 6-0 in Game 
2 of the CHSHL Class B 
best-of-three championship 
series at the Ice Hutch in 
Mount Vernon, sealing yet 
another championship for 
Holy Cross’ veteran-laden 
squad.

“It’s the best senior 

class we’ve ever seen at this 
school,” Goodspeed said. 
“They’re irreplaceable, 
we have five captains out 
there, and there is a reason 
for it. It’s not even about 
the championships they’ve 
won. It’s the level of talent 
they have and the commit-
ment to the program.”

Holy Cross (18-1-1) came 
into Game 2 of the cham-
pionship series with one 
thing in mind: Close out St. 
Francis Prep and don’t give 
the Terriers any life for a 
winner-take-all Game 3. 
One of the senior captains, 
Sean Dolan, quickly acted 
on this mindset.

With 9:16 left in the 
first period, Dolan sniped 
in a shot over the left shoul-
der of St. Francis Prep goal-
tender John Doyle. That 
one goal would set the tone 
for the rest of the match.

Less than a minute 
later, Frucht would score 
his first of two goals in the 
period. The second tally 
came at the 3:45 mark, af-
ter he received a pass from 

Bayside wins for ill coach
Commodores progess in postseason as coach battles cancer 

Holy Cross hockey 
captures third title

Holy Cross won the CHSHL Class B title against rival St. Francis 
Prep. Photo by Robert Cole

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Steve Piorkowski has 
suffered from arthritis in 
his shoulders for years, the 
product of playing sports 
and coaching his entire 
life. One day in late Janu-
ary, though, the pain got 
bad — intolerably bad.

“The difference is the 
level of soreness that I had 
went from one to an 11,” the 
longtime Bayside girls’ bas-
ketball and softball coach 
said.

The sensation was so 
intense that Piorkowski 
couldn’t even hold his head 
up. After a trip to the hos-
pital and visits to his ortho-
pedist, results turned up 
something far more serious 
than arthritis: a plasmacy-
toma in his neck.

A vicious malignant 
tumor was eating away 
at the bone marrow in Pi-
orkowski’s CG vertebra. 
When he woke up that day 
in January, he had a bro-
ken neck.

“When they told me 
what it was, I never heard 
of it in my life,” he said. “It 
sounded so foreign. I just re-
ally wanted to know, where 
do we go from here?”

Obviously, Piorkows-
ki, 51, wouldn’t be able to 
coach the Commodores 
girls’ basketball team for 
the remainder of the sea-
son. But other than that, 
he got good news. There 
would be pain, but the plas-
macytoma hadn’t turned 
into multiple myeloma — it 
hadn’t spread anywhere be-
sides his neck.

With Piorkowski fight-
ing cancer, his Bayside 
team has embarked on its 

own incredible journey. 
The Commodores, seeded 
38th out of 40 teams in 
PSAL Class A, have ad-
vanced all the way to the 
semifinals.

“We’re doing all this 
for him,” senior forward 
Syndy Durugordon said.

The players saw Pi-
orkowski for the first time 
last Sunday. He came by 
the school as the Commo-
dores were practicing. It 
was emotional for both par-
ties. Mitchell said she was 
in tears. Piorkowski, who 
is extremely physically fit, 
was wheelchair-bound and 
prone, because of his bro-
ken neck.

“It was really tough 
seeing him like that,” said 
Steve Scharf, the JV boys’ 
coach who has taken the 
reins of the girls’ team.

He told the players 

that they were doing what 
he always knew they could 
do, that they were fulfilling 
their potential. Piorkowski 
also said how tough it has 
been to be away from the 
team during this Cinder-
ella run. During a huge 
upset victory over defend-
ing champion Wings this 
week in the quarterfinals, 
senior Sara DeLuca put his 
name on a piece of paper in 
her sneaker, dedicating the 
game to him.

“That feels really 
good,” Piorkowski said. 
“That’s really nice. That’s 
just heartwarming that you 
can have an effect on a kid 
like that. It’s really sweet. 
I don’t know what to say. It 
makes me feel a lot better.”

Like Bayside, Pi-
orkowski still has work to 
do. He got good news last 
Thursday. His blood and 

protein levels are back 
to normal. The radiation 
treatments he’s been un-
dergoing have worked. Pi-
orkowski might not need 
chemotherapy. Doctors 
even think he could be able 
to forego surgery, that the 
bone will regenerate once 
the tumor is destroyed.

“I’m in really good 
shape, to be honest with 
you,” Piorkowski said. “It’s 
the neck that’s the tough 
part. If this was in my hand 
or my elbow, I’d be work-
ing.”

He has left his teams in 
able hands. Scharf and JV 
softball Coach Maggie Kas-
simis, who will take over 
the varsity on an interim 
basis, are both former stu-
dents of his. Piorkowski, 
who his players lovingly 
refer to as “P,” hopes to be 

The Bayside team celebrates after winning in the quarterfinals. 
Photo courtesy Bayside High School

Continued on Page 36Continued on Page 36
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34 St. Albans’ Pathways heads to Class B fi nals
BY ZACH BRAZILLER

When top-seeded Path-
ways Prep of St. Albans 
was turning its PSAL Class 
B semifinal contest into a 
rout, ripping off a 19-6 run 
to create a canyon-sized 
19-point lead, Jordan Wash-
ington was a key contribu-
tor.

But there were others. 
That’s what made Sunday’s 
68-59 win over No. 5 Health 
Professions of Manhattan 
in the basketball semis at 
CCNY so impressive.

Sure, the highly re-
cruited 6-foot-7 Washington 
was his usual dominant 
self, with 20 points, 10 re-
bounds and four blocks. 
There were also guards 
Sam Annorh Jr. (13 points, 
nine assists) and Izaha 
Jackson (13 points, six as-
sists) as well as forward Ro-
mario Fletcher (14 points) 
making an impact on the 
contest as well.

After Washington 
fouled out, Health Profes-
sions (17-3) got within eight 

behind the splendid play of 
senior Gelvis Solano — he 
poured in a game-high 32 
points — but his teammates 
remain composed. Annorh 
completed a traditional 
three-point play and Jack-
son sank two free throws to 
ice the win.

Pathways (22-4) was 
Washington’s team last 
year as it won its first city 
title of any kind. When he 
was lost for a month due 
to academics — he was eli-
gible by PSAL standards 
but Pathways principal 
Kimberly Mitchell institut-
ed a new rule for student-
athletes barring them from 
failing a single class — the 
Trailblazers hardly lost a 
beat. That’s because An-
norh, Jackson and Fletcher 
emerged, combining to fill 
the massive void left by 
Washington.

“Not many people 
thought we could play with-
out Jordan and we proved 
it,” Annorh said. “When he 
came back, it boosted us up. 
When we were without him, 

we had to rely on shooting 
and transition. Now we can 
beat teams in many differ-
ent ways.”

Health Professions 
Coach James Castillo was 
in fact most impressed by 
Pathways’ guards. The 
Trailblazers’ newfound bal-
ance figures to help them 
Sunday against Newcom-
ers and in the state Federa-
tion in Albany if they get 
that far.

“It helps because ev-
erybody can’t focus on me 
anymore,” said Washing-
ton, who has a host of Di-
vision I schools after him, 
such as Louisville, Villano-
va, Miami, Arizona and 
Marquette. “It’s a lot differ-
ent. Everybody on the team 
is scoring.”

Not to be forgotten, 
the 6-foot-2 Solano put on a 
show. He dropped in four 
three-pointers from well-
beyond the arc, he finished 
above the rim, made plays 
for teammates and even 
pulled down 15 rebounds.

“That’s the best player 

we’ve seen all year,” Peaks 
raved. “That’s an ‘AA’ play-
er. He can play for anybody 
in New York City.”

When told he may have 
waited too long to take over, 
Solano deflected criticism 
from his teammates.

“It was a team thing,” 
he said. “We should have 
all picked up for each other. 
It’s a tough feeling, but I’m 
proud of my team. Nobody 
expected us to go this far.”

No. 3 Newcomers 59, 

No. 7 WHEELS 50: Cris-
tian Zapata had 29 points 
and 12 rebounds and Larry 
Baez added 17 points for 
undefeated Newcomers, 
the Queens B West cham-
pion which will meet No. 
1 Pathways in the ‘B’ final 
Sunday at 1 p.m. at CCNY 
in Harlem.

Tyshawn Myles had 
16 points and 14 rebounds 
and Eulogio Medina had 15 
points, five rebounds and 
four assists for WHEELS 
(22-3), which completes its 
first varsity season.

Pathways’ Jordan Washington had 20 points, 10 rebounds and 
four blocked shots as the Trailblazers topped Manhattan’s 
Healh Professions 68-59 in the PSAL Class B semifinals. 

Photo by An Rong Xu

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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BY MARC RAIMONDI

The ball is in Jasmine 
Davis’ hands in crunch 
time for Francis Lewis, but 
that doesn’t necessarily 
mean the senior guard is 
scoring the go-ahead or ty-
ing basket.

“If it came down to the 
last shot, I feel very confi-
dent in Jasmine taking it,” 
Patriots Coach Steve Tsai 
said. “But a lot of times, 
teams will key in on her.”

Davis was voted the 
city’s top clutch girls’ bas-
ketball performer in an ny-
post.com poll last week. She 
received 8,009 votes, good 
enough for 48.73 percent 
of the 16,437 cast. Horace 
Mann’s Madison Gordon 
was second with 5,863 votes 
(35.67 percent) and Naza-
reth’s Darius Faulk was a 
distant third with 796 votes 
(4.84 percent).

“I feel when the game 
is on the line or my team 
and I are struggling, I have 
to be a leader,” Davis said, 
“whether it be making a 
big shot or creating a key 
play.”

Davis is the defacto 
point guard for Francis 
Lewis. She is the team’s 
primary facilitator. But she 
also guards all different po-
sitions on defense and, at a 
strong 5-foot-8, is one of the 
Patriots’ top rebounders.

“Jasmine is so impor-
tant,” Tsai said. “She sac-
rifices a lot in terms of her 
shooting. She has to do so 
much. She’s responsible for 
being a playmaker. She has 
to rebound against bigger 
girls.”

She’s a pretty big rea-
son why No. 6 Lewis upset 
No. 3 Truman in the PSAL 
Class AA quarterfinals last 
weekend. She had 11 points, 
13 rebounds and seven as-
sists in that game.

“We’re very excited 
and happy to have made it 
this far again,” Davis said. 
“We have a lot of respect 
for [Bergtaum] Coach [Ed] 
Grezinsky and know the 
Bergtraum girls are as 
hungry as we are. We plan 

to go into the [semi-finals] 
game as if it were our last 
because it very well could 
be. We’ve been through a 
lot this season and we’re 
ready to go far.”

Francis Lewis has 
not been to the champi-
onship game at Madison 
Square Garden since 2005-
06. It would also be Tsai’s 
first trip if Lewis pulled 
off a second straight up-
set. The Patriots did beat 
Bergtraum in both teams’ 
league finale.

When the season ends, 
Davis figures to have plen-
ty of college options. Tsai 

said she could go to any 
Division II program in the 
country. And she’s also re-
ceived interest from Stony 
Brook, Albany, Pepperdine 
and East Carolina. Her sis-
ter, Janine, was a star point 
guard at St. Michael Acad-
emy under Coach Apache 
Paschall, where she won 
a New York State Federa-
tion title, and now plays at 
Siena.

“Growing up being in 
elementary and junior high 
school, many girls at my age 
at the time weren’t exposed 
to that type of basketball,” 
Davis said. “I learned at an 

early age that basketball is 
more than a game.”

Her mother, Celia, 
played basketball at Clara 
Barton and coaches her 
and many Francis Lewis 
players on the Exodus Lady 
Lions travel team.

The sport has been 
part of her life for so long, 
Davis doesn’t let things get 
to her in those late-game 
moments.

“I usually save all the 
nervousness for before the 
game,” she said, “but once I 
hit the court it’s a whole dif-
ferent story.”

Francis Lewis’ Jasmine Davis won the poll asking “Who is the city’s top girls’ basketball clutch per-
former?” Photo by Robert Cole

Christ the King’s Rayne Connell 
scored 11 points in her fi-
nal high school game. 

Photo by Denis Gostev

Lady Royals miss 
chance against Naz

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The run and the spark 
came too late for a Christ 
the King team that has 
been resilient all season.

“They never folded,” 
Coach Bob Mackey said. 
“They didn’t quit tonight.”

The Royals cut an 
18-point third quarter defi-
cit to 10 late in the fourth 
and got as close as five with 
just seconds remaining in 
an eventual 52-47 loss to ri-
val and nationally ranked 
Nazareth in the CHSAA 
Class AA girls’ basketball 
semifinals Friday at Arch-
bishop Molloy.

“It did come too late,” 
UPenn-bound guard Rayne 
Connell said. “The worst 
part about it is we had it. 
We had it in our hands.”

Turnovers (29) and 
missed layups (eight) 
doomed CK. Mackey said 
Nazareth kept sending 
fresh and long bodies at 
sophomore star Sierra Cal-
houn and limited her to 
just 10 points. Kollyns Scar-
brough and Connell each 
chipped in 11. Christ the 
King (15-14) had a chance to 
get back into the game ear-
lier, down just 29-20, after a 
Taylor Butigian layup with 
6:28 remaining in the third 

quarter and Nazareth point 
guard Darius Faulk on the 
bench. Instead the Lady 
Kingmen (17-5) scored the 
next six points and jumped 
ahead 35-20.

“Three less turn-
overs and it’s a ball game,” 
Mackey said. “It was a ball 
game.”

What Connell was 
most proud of was that she 
and her team didn’t let the 
game turn into a 30-point 
blowout. Mackey found 
a spark in reserve guard 
Erica Eddy late in the third 
quarter and Amanni Fer-
nandez also provided en-
ergy off the bench.

Fighting back has 
been a theme this season 
after CK began the year 
0-6 against five nation-
ally ranked teams, lost five 
league games — including 
a third-place tie breaker to 
Molloy — and finished the 
regular season 12-12.

The Royals, who own 
a win over nationally 
ranked Cicero-North Syra-
cuse, beat Nazareth just a 
week ago in the Brooklyn/
Queens semifinals en route 
to their 26th CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens title in the last 
28 years. That win, which 
earned them a first-round 
bye in this tournament, 
came with the Lady Kings-
men missing McDonald’s 
All-American Brianna But-
ler, out with a knee injury. 
She had 16 points, 11 boards 
and seven rebounds on this 
night.

“She’s a tough match-
up for her size,” Mackey 
said of Butler. “She settles 
them down.”

Christ the King losses 
Connell, Adelphi-bound 
guard Lauren Nuss and re-
serve guard Ashley Raaf for 
next season. Mackey talked 
all postseason how his tal-
ented sophomores grew up. 
More will be expected start-
ing next November.

“With the loss of the 
seniors, I still think they 
can take this,” Connell 
said. “They have a lot of tal-
ent. They just have to work 
hard.”

Poll-favorite leads Lewis
Jasmine Davis keeps Patriots in the PSAL championship hunt
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Brandon Muller and ripped 
a shot past Doyle.

The first period came 
to a close and Holy Cross 
jumped out on St. Francis 
Prep 3-0.

“We wanted to avoid a 
Game 3 at all costs,” Good-
speed said. “When you’re 
playing a team you’re so fa-
miliar with, anything can 
happen in a Game 3.”

Holy Cross erased any 
hopes the Terriers (12-5-3) 
had for that Game 3 in the 
first period, but they didn’t 
skate lightly after that.

In the second period, 
although it went scoreless, 
Holy Cross shows its tough-
ness. The period saw a 
number of scrums, the big-
gest between the Knights’ 

Ryan Mattino and the Ter-
riers’ Ryan Borello, as the 
two were tied up and ex-
changed shoves as they fell 
to the ice.

To get an idea of the 
tenacity the Knights played 
with, all one would have to 
do was look to the penalty 
box. After that tussle, three 
members of their team sat 
in the box at the same time. 
The Knights came out look-
ing to fight off any hope of 
recovery the Terriers had, 
and that’s exactly what 
they did.

“We didn’t even give 
them a chance to come 
back,” Frucht said. “We 
talked about it before the 
game. Don’t even give them 
any life, put them down 
right away.”

The Knights would 
add three more goals in 
the final period, scored by 
Steven Cachillo, Brandon 

Muller and the final goal 
by Rob Anderson.

With its six-goal vic-
tory in the second game, 
Holy Cross outscored the 
Terriers 12-1 in the series. 
The Knights had solid goal-
tending throughout and the 
team skated out two goalies 
in their championship vic-
tory, to complete the shut-
out.

J.D. Schabhuttl played 
the first two periods, stop-
ping 13 shots, and senior 
David Pastiglione made 10 
saves in the final period to 
seal the championship.

The best senior class 
Holy Cross has ever seen 
went out the only way it 
knew how to: winning.

How exactly do you 
put winning three champi-
onships in four years into 
words?

“Speechless,” Dolan 
said.

Continued from Page 33

Hockey

back in June for a potential Bayside soft-
ball playoff run.

It would be hard to top what the girls’ 
basketball team is doing. Senior forward 
Ashley Mitchell said she and her team-
mates were even more inspired to beat 
Wings in the quarterfinals after seeing Pi-
orkowski three days earlier.

“He said, ‘I’m so proud of you guys, I 
could cry,’” Mitchell said. “And to hear that 
from ‘P?’ He never shows any emotion ever. 
It was amazing.”

Added Piorkowski, “I think I’m a lit-
tle astonished by it, to be honest. They’ve 

played dominant basketball against some 
very good teams.”

Bayside, which finished fifth in PSAL 
Queens A East, defeated No. 6 Beacon in 
the first round, which sent its confidence 
soaring. The Commodores took down No. 
11 Lafayette in the second round and then 
powerful Wings — coming back from 27-15 
down at halftime — in the quarters. Next 
up is Curtis, which is arguably favored to 
win the whole thing.

Piorkowski, who plans to be in atten-
dance, isn’t worried.

“They don’t think they’re going to 
lose,” he said. “They’re not going there to 
lose.”

He doesn’t plan on it either.

Continued from Page 33

Bayside

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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ANDALL OTHERMAKES&MODELS!
TOYOTAS • HONDAS • FORDS • JEEPS • DODGES • NISSANS • HYUNDAIS

VEHICLES TO
BE SOLD FOR

$999

www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST.
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Stk#TG007-140K Mi. 2002 Jeep Grand Cherokee. §Stk#U7938-84K Mi. 2006 VW Passat Was $15,000 now $9000, Stk#U7951-94K Mi. 2005 Chevy Trailblazer Was $9000 Now $6000, Stk#U7740-58K Mi. 2005 Chevy Aveo $6000 Now $3000. ** Stk#U7951-94K Mi. 2005 Chevy Trailblazer Sale Price $6000, $99 Down,
$99 per mo. 72Mos @ 3.99%APR. Severity of credit rating may affect down payment and terms. Tax, Title, MV & fees are additional. Must have 750 credit score or better. See dealer for details. Subject to prior sale. Cars sold cosmetically as is. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All offers expire 3/18/12.

Pre-Owned Super Store

CREDIT PROBLEMS? NOT HERE!
• Bad Credit • No Credit • Judgements • Repossesions

• Bankruptcies • 1st Time Buyer • Divorce • Student Loans
IT DOESN’T MATTER… U WORK? U DRIVE

GardenCityCarDeals.com
Click Finance for Pre-Approval!

CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $15,000 WILL SELL FOR $9,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $9,000 WILL SELL FOR $6,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $6,000 WILL SELL FOR $3,000

SOME CARS WILL SELL FOR $999!

AS
LOW
AS

AS
LOW
AS

AS
LOW
AS

AS
LOW
AS

§

§

§

*

✔ $8 Oil Changes ✔ Shuttle Service
✔ National Loaner Car Program

✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
✔ Free Towing Service

✔ Express Service Lane And More
Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

PUSH,
PULL OR

TOW IT IN!
WE WANT

YOUR TRADE IN

$99
BANK REPOSSESSIONS
AUCTION VEHICLES
LEASING VEHICLES

CREDIT UNIONS
RENTAL VEHICLES

DOWN

$99
AND

PER
MONTH
with approval

Just200
VEHICLES!
OverOverOverOver

FRIDAY • MARCH 16TH

9AM-9PM
SATURDAY • MARCH 17TH

9AM-6PM
SUNDAY • MARCH 18TH

11AM-5PM

3 DAYS ONLY!

*

**
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Saturday, March 17th @ 7pm

www.belmondorestaurant.com

Appetizers:

Salad:

OR
Pasta

Entrées:

Dessert:

 Monday – Wednesday  
Receive $3.00 OFF 
your check before tax.

(Minimum order $20)
(Please mention discounts 

before ordering)
Cannot be combined

Monday - Wednesday  
10% 

Cannot be combined with specials
Starring 

Gregg Peters 
 

 

 

$28 PP 
+ Tax & Gratuity

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with 

with Eddie 
8:00PM – Midnight

MARCH 31st  Bel Mondo Restaurant presents  BRITISH  INVASION Night with GENERATION GAP!

Songs by: 

t tt BRITIS

ELVIS: ROCK & ROLL 
DINNER SHOW
with LAMARS PETERS

th

718-894-1020

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT


