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ficials and civic leaders an-
nounced plans to stop the 
violence in the community.

“It’s worse than I’ve 

ever seen it and I’ve spent 
my entire life a few blocks 
away,” said Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria), citing five shootings 

in October 2011 at Astoria 
Houses — three in the same 
weekend.

Vallone said both the 
114th Precinct and the city 
Housing Authority’s police 
force, the PSA, have com-
mitted to beefing up their 
presence in Astoria Hous-

es.
In addition, commu-

nity leaders pledged to 
support programs geared 
toward the youth, particu-

larly young black and His-
panic men.

Both Vallone and Tay-
lor also said they planned 
to work together with police 
to identify people bringing 
illegal guns into Astoria 
Houses.

“There are people that 
go around to all of these de-
velopments. There is some-
one that comes here to this 
development just like a fruit 
cart, and you can buy a gun 
for $500,” Taylor said. “For 
$500, you can take a life.”

Illegal guns were in-
volved during the shooting 
Sunday, Vallone said.

Astoria Houses Ten-
ants’ Association President 
Claudia Coger, who helped 
to organize the Tuesday 
news conference, called the 
fatal shooting “more than a 
tragedy.”

“There are two moth-
ers’ hearts that are bleed-
ing right now — two moth-
ers that are friends and 
their children are involved 
in this incident. My heart 
goes out to them,” she said.

According to Taylor, a 
dispute between Davis and 
Johnson had been brewing 

since October.
Neighbors and rela-

tives said Davis celebrated 
his son’s first birthday ear-
lier this month, and friends 
described Davis as an avid 
basketball player and a 
construction worker.

“He was a good man, 
a new father, finding a 
way to support his son,” 
said a woman who identi-

fied herself as the victim’s 
cousin and did not want to 
be named.

Taylor, who said he 
would work officially out 
of ERDA’s office in Astoria 
Houses moving forward, 
said he envisioned the anti-
violence tactics announced 
Tuesday to be used as a 
model for other housing de-
velopments.

“We can spring up all 
over public housing and 
say, ‘We are going to stop 
the violence and stop these 
deaths from happening,’” 
he said.

Reach photo editor 
Christina Santucci by e-
mail at csantucci@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4589.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Iris Escobar is proud to be frugal. But when 
she and her husband, Victor, decided to re-
model their home, she had to find another 
way to save.

As it turns out, Iris didn’t have to look far. 
The answer arrived in her mailbox last sum-
mer: a postcard advertising the Housing Re-
habilitation Assistance program.

Thanks to the HRA, the Escobars are get-
ting a world-class home make-over without 
spending any cash or increasing their mort-
gage payments. Taking advantage of the pro-
gram is saving them well over $10,000 and, 
thanks to refinancing, they’re making the 
same monthly payments they were before, 
with $200 each month going towards the 
principal now.

“It’s been a great ride,” Victor said. “I can’t 
say enough about the HRA program. I can’t 
say enough about everybody involved.”

His wife agrees. “I’m very excited,” she said. 
“I’m glad I met this team; they’re great!” 
Speaking to Carlos Fontanez, the couple’s 
HRA representative, she added, “I tell every-
one about you.”

What Iris is telling everyone about is how 
the HRA guides clients through every step of 
the home remodeling process, from deciding 
what work should be done to how it will be 

financed, from securing financial assistance 
to overseeing the work and making sure the 
contractors are not paid until the homeowner 
is satisfied.

A fan of “The People’s Court,” where she 
sees a lot of irresponsible contractors sued, 
Iris said she was especially glad that the HRA 

holds clients’ money in escrow until they cer-
tify that they’re satisfied.

HRA representative Jesse Friedman ex-
plained the program’s basic approach: “The 
services offered by the HRA extend beyond 
just financial assistance for home improve-
ment projects. We have implemented numer-
ous processes to ensure that projects complet-
ed by HRA-approved contractors are done so 
to the homeowner’s satisfaction.”

Just take a look at some of the program’s re-
quirements for contractors. They all must be:

$100,000 per incident;

with a rating of an A or higher;

eight clients that they have performed home 
improvement projects for in the past year;

HRA prior to working for any clients. 

At the Escobars’ house, it’s a big job that’s 
underway and the Escobars are thrilled with 
the results. There’s a stunning new bay win-
dow in the dining room that measures and 
the kitchen features a garden window; an es-
pecially deep one with a glass shelf so Iris’s 

plants can be surrounded by light.

The interior of the kitchen and bathroom 
were gutted, with everything from new gas 
lines and plumbing to new sheetrock and in-
sulation going in. The door to the basement 
was moved to make room for all the cabin-
etry, in fact.

The new kitchen is going to feature only the 
best equipment and materials, including a six- 
burner stove with a pot-filler faucet, double 
sink with pull-out faucet, beautiful real-wood 
cabinets, granite countertops and floor tiles.

The bathroom shower will feature a bench and 
a modern rain showerhead. The tile walls will 
be accented by a mosaic design. The hardware 
will be bronze, and the contractor even found 
a toilet in Mexican Sand, which compliments 
the décor perfectly. In the front of the house, 
the contractor replaced all the windows in the 
foyer and added insulation. An added benefit, 
the Escobars earn tax credits for promoting 
energy efficiency in their home.

Iris likes to entertain, but hadn’t bothered for 
years because she wasn’t happy with the look 
of her home. Now, she’s looking forward to 
holding a big bash in June, to show off the 
HRA renovations and to celebrate her 10th 
anniversary with Victor. The timing couldn’t 
have worked out better.

To find out if you qualify for the Housing Re-
habilitation Assistance program, just call the 
HRA toll-free at 866-791-6302. Tell them you 
read about the Escobars’ project, and they’ll 
give you same level of excellent service.

Iris Escobar shows  off the new tiling 
that will be going in her bathroom.  

What an Anniversary Present! 
Happy Couple is remodeling their home and saving money too, thanks to the HRA program. 

Several people outside Astoria Houses began to cry as 
Tysheen Davis’ body was removed by the medical examiner. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Bishop Mitchell Taylor, (r.) founder of the East River Development Alliance, is joined by local leaders 
and Councilman Peter Vallone, Jr., (l.) in announcing several steps the community planned to take to 
combat gun violence in Astoria Houses. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued from Page 1
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BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Two days after a 23-year-old 
man was found shot in the head at 
Astoria Houses and his teenage 
neighbor charged with murder, 
community leaders and a city 
councilman pledged to fight the 
gun violence they said was plagu-
ing their neighborhood.

“A life is lost and a young 

man is going to jail for life,” said 
Bishop Mitchell Taylor, founder 
of the East River Development 
Alliance, after a news conference 
in Astoria Houses Tuesday after-
noon. “We are no longer going to 
stand on the sidelines and say, 
‘Well, the police will take care of 
it. Well, this will work out by it-
self.’ It’s not going to work out by 
itself. We have to work it out of 

our communities.”
At about 1 p.m. Sunday, of-

ficers were called to 403 Astoria 
Blvd. to investigate the report 
of an assault and found Tysheen 
Davis in the lobby of the building 
where he lived with a gunshot 
wound in his head, according to 
the NYPD.

On Monday, police said 
19-year-old Lacorey Johnson, 

who lived in the same building as 
Davis four floors above, had been 
charged with second-degree mur-
der and criminal possession of a 
weapon in Davis’ death.

In response to what commu-
nity leaders called an escalation 
in violence in the area, a town 
hall meeting with residents was 
scheduled this week as elected of-

Continued on Page 15

Astoria leaders decry man’s death
Teenager arrested in killing of his neighbor, 23, at public housing complex

Jim Davis, Tysheen Davis’ father, watches as police investigate his son’s murder in the Astoria Houses. Tysheen was found dead with a gunshot wound to his head. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Garden School
play area sold 

to city for $6M
BY REBECCA HENELY

Although the plan was al-
most derailed more than a year 
ago, City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) cele-
brated with government officials 
and civic leaders last Thursday 
the sale of the Garden School’s 
playground to the city.

“Finally, after a long process, 
we have a new park for Jackson 
Heights,” Dromm said.

The councilman had been in-
strumental in ensuring that the 
playground was sold to the city 
and not to a developer.

He announced the $6 million 
sale at the site of the playground, 
at 79th Street between 34th Av-
enue and Northern Boulevard, 
with Deputy Mayor Howard Wolf-
son, Borough President Helen 
Marshall and members of the 
Garden School’s board, Jackson 
Heights Green Alliance and the 
Jackson Heights Beautification 
Group, among others.

“This was a wonderful col-
laboration between the city, com-
munity members and our private 
school,” said Garden School Head-
master Dr. Richard Marotta in a 
statement about the process.

The Garden School, a pri-
vate K-12 institution at 33-16 79th 
St., had been planning to sell its 
playground to stave off revenue 
losses. Dromm secured $4 mil-

Continued on Page 16
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BY REBECCA HENELY

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria) and U.S. Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (D-Astoria) hon-
ored three women Friday 
for Women’s History Month 
and talked about what 
needs to be done for women 
to achieve true equality 
with men.

“In my view, we need 
much more than a month,” 
Maloney said. “We need 
a museum on the Mall in 
Washington.”

Simotas and Malo-
ney held the ceremony at 
the Museum of the Mov-
ing Image, at 36-01 35th 
Ave. in Astoria. They pre-
sented awards to Assem-
blywoman Cathy Nolan 
(D-Ridgewood), civic leader 
Eartha Washington and 
Taryn Sacramone, execu-
tive director of the Astoria 
Performing Arts Center, 
for their contributions to 
western Queens.

Anna Kril, of the 
breast cancer support 
group SHAREing and CA-
REing, accepted the award 
on behalf of Washington.

Nolan said she was 
honored to receive her 
award, which was named 
after the late County Clerk 
Gloria D’Amico. She said 
she felt humbled to receive 
recognition from her peers 
in government.

“I really don’t feel like 
I’ve done half as much as 
they’ve done,” she said.

Washington received 
the Community Service 
Award and Sacramone 

the Artistic Achievement 
Award.

“It is incredible to be 
included in the company of 
these women,” Sacramone 
said, “to be honored by 
these women.”

Simotas said when 
she became a part of the 
Assembly in 2011, female 
members like Nolan helped 
her. Simotas said she is the 
first woman to be elected 
in her district and, as an 
expectant mother, is work-
ing to extend the New York 
Family Leave Act from 
three months to six.

“We are very poorly 
represented in the state 
government and federal 
government,” Simotas said 

of women.
Maloney spoke at the 

ceremony about the growth 
of Women’s History Month, 
and said women’s achieve-
ments are often overlooked. 
She said only 5 percent of 
the United State’s monu-
ments document women’s 
successes and that she 
struggled for three years 
to get a statue of suffrag-
ettes Susan B. Anthony, 
Elizabeth Cady Staton and 
Lucretia Mott moved out of 
the Capitol building’s base-
ment and into the rotunda.

Maloney added that 
since the nation’s capital 
has museums for every-
thing from spies to textiles, 
one must be made for wom-

en.
“There is no central 

place that exposes our sons 
and daughters to the role 
of women in building our 
great nation,” she said.

The congresswoman 
also said more needs to 
happen before women have 
equality. Women’s wage 
rates are still 77 cents to 
every man’s dollar, wom-
en are not represented in 
leadership positions and 
the Equal Rights Amend-
ment remains unpassed, 
although it was almost rati-
fied 40 years ago.

“Although we’ve made 
great strides, we still have 
a long way to go,” Maloney 
said.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Bishop Mitchell Taylor 
and City Council members 
came together in Queens-
bridge last week to urge 
public housing residents to 
take advantage of the East 
River Development Alli-
ance’s free tax preparation 
sites.

“The clock is running 
and you need to get your 
taxes done,” said Taylor, 
the founder and president 
of ERDA.

Taylor’s organization 
focuses on helping pub-
lic housing residents in 
western Queens become 
financially literate and 
has offered free tax return 
preparation assistance 
since 2005. This year ERDA 
has done 1,400 returns at its 
Queensbridge Houses tax 
preparation location and 
300 returns at its Astoria 
Houses location, collecting 
almost $2 million in re-
funds for residents, Taylor 
said.

It is also the first year 

ERDA will not be doing it 
through the Food Bank.

“We’ve matured to the 
place where the IRS trusts 
us to do this independently 
of an oversight organiza-
tion,” he said.

Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan), 
a longtime ERDA support-
er, said while many compa-
nies come to public housing 
offering paid tax prepara-
tion, many public housing 
residents qualify for free 
preparation. She said some 
residents also qualify for 
the Earned Income Tax 
Credit for taxpayers who 
earn low and moderate 
wages, but she noted that 
professional tax services do 
not always understand how 
the credit works.

She urged public hous-
ing residents to save money 
and go to ERDA for free, 
saying its prepares have 
expertise in how the tax 
credit works.

“It is money that is 
yours to help make your 

Anna Kril (c.) accepted awards given to civic leader Eartha Washington by state Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (l.) and U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney for Women’s History Month. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

Women reps seek equality
Simotas, Maloney honor three Queens peers for their achievements

ERDA pushes tax prep 
for public housing use

Bishop Mitchell Taylor speaks at the podium about ERDA’s free tax 
services. He was joined by City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(fifth from r.) and City Council Speaker Christine Quinn (fourth 
from r.). Photo by Rebecca Henely

Continued on Page 16
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Astoria dissected by Albany redistricting: Gianaris
Senate Democrats hope lawsuit in the works may force courts to redraw state legislative lines

By ReBecca Henely

Astoria lawmakers 
said they were disappoint-
ed by the new congres-
sional and state Senate 
district lines, which splits 
the neighborhood 
across two dis-
tricts.

“The maps 
are horrible,” said 
Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria). “They 
divide communities that 
should not be divided, in-
cluding Astoria.”

Both of the new maps 
slice off part of the north 
section of Astoria above 
Ditmars Boulevard.

Under the current con-
gressional districts, most 
of Astoria, Long Island 
City, parts of Sunnyside 
and Woodside, Roosevelt 
Island and a big section of 
Manhattan’s East Side are 
currently in U.S. Rep. Caro-

lyn Maloney’s (D-Astoria) 
district.

The only part of the 
neighborhood not in Asto-
ria is an unpopulated area 
owned by the Con Edison 
complex, which is in the 

district of Rep. 
Charles Rangel 
(D-Astoria).

The new 
maps place Asto-
ria below Ditmars 

Boulevard, Long Island 
City, most of Sunnyside 
and a part of Maspeth into 
the district  where Malo-
ney plans to run next year. 
In exchange, the district 
also takes in Greenpoint, 
Brooklyn, as well as a big 
chunk of the East Side.

Meanwhile, all of 
north Astoria — includ-
ing the small section in 
Rangel’s district — is now 
in the district that most 
closely aligns with Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley’s (D-Jackson 

Heights) current one.
“I’m looking forward 

to meeting new people in 
the new district, but my 
heart will always be in As-
toria,” Maloney said of the 
change.

Crowley’s current 
district includes Jackson 
Heights, Elmhurst, East 
Elmhurst, College Point, 

most of Woodside and parts 
of Sunnyside, Maspeth, 
Corona and the southeast 
Bronx. The Queens sec-
tion of the new district 
now encompasses Jackson 
Heights, East Elmhurst, 
northern Astoria, all of 
Woodside, much of Sunny-
side and a larger section of 
Maspeth.

Willets Point and parts 
of Corona, which were once 
in Rep. Gary Ackerman’s 
(D-Bayside) district, will 
become part of Crowley’s 
area, which will lose a big 
section of Elmhurst.

Crowley said in a state-
ment he was excited about 
representing Astoria.

“It is a vibrant commu-
nity, parts of which I repre-
sented in the late ’90s, and 
it will be great to have the 
area back in the district I 
represent,” he said.

On the state level, 
the new Senate lines were 
originally drawn so that 
Sens. Gianaris and Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
were in the same district. 
While the new maps have 
changed that, Peralta’s 
district, which once stayed 
mostly within the confines 
of the eastbound Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway and 
the Grand Central Park-

way, taking in parts of 
Woodside and Elmhurst, 
now loses most of Elmhurst 
in exchange for chunks 
of northern Astoria and 
Woodside.

Gianaris’ district cur-
rently encompasses most of 
Astoria, Long Island City, 
Sunnyside, most of Wood-
side and parts of Maspeth 
and Ridgewood. The new 
district eliminates parts 
of Astoria and Woodside 
now in Peralta’s district 
in exchange for parts of 
Elmhurst, Glendale, Wood-
haven and Ozone Park.

Gianaris said he 
will work with his friend 
Peralta to serve Astoria 
residents, but he hopes a 
lawsuit in the New York 
Supreme Court brought by 
state Sen. Martin Dilan (D-
Brooklyn) and other Demo-
crats against LATFOR will 
overturn the lines.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (c.) greets Gianna Cerbone-Teoli, the 
chef and owner of Manducatis Rustica, during a kickoff in Long 
Island City for a campaign for her recently-redrawn district. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Two men were killed at sepa-
rate spots close to Junction Boule-
vard within 12 hours of each oth-
er, marking the end to a bloody 
Sunday that saw at least three 
murders committed.

 Tesfari Davis, 32, crashed a 
car Sunday near Horace Harding 
Expressway and Junction Boule-
vard at 8:33 p.m. and was found 
by police with bullet holes in his 
neck and leg, the NYPD said. 
Tesfari was brought by EMS to 
Elmhurst Hospital, where the Co-
rona man was later pronounced 
dead, police said.

In the same precinct 12 hours 
later, police discovered 89-year-
old Demaso Llano early Monday 
morning lying dead in his home, 
at 43rd Avenue near Junction 
Boulevard, with trauma to his 
face, authorities said.

In both cases, the police 
had not made any arrests as of 
TimesLedger’s afternoon press 
time.

Davis lived at 55-25 98th Place 
in Corona, not far away from the 

major intersection where he was 
found and where the neighbor-
hoods of Corona, Elmhurst and 
Rego Park meet. He had been try-
ing to drive to the hospital due 
to his gunshot wounds when he 
crashed, police said.

Davis had previously been 
arrested on charges of criminal 
possession of a weapon and crimi-
nal sale of a controlled substance, 
police said.

Davis’ brother, who was in 
the apartment complex where his 
brother lived Monday, declined to 
comment on his death.

Llano, a Cuban immi-
grant, was a longtime resident 
of Elmhurst and one of three co-
owners of the El Mundo Super-
market, at 42-16 Junction Blvd.,  
according to supermarket em-
ployee Carmen Vizcaino.

“He was a very kind person,” 
said Vizcaino. “He didn’t bother 

nobody. He didn’t hurt nobody.”
Vizcaino, who works as a 

secretary at the supermarket and 
is the wife of one of the other own-
ers, said Llano had lived in the 
neighborhood and been an owner 
of the store for 42 years. He was di-
vorced and had three grown chil-
dren: two sons and a daughter.

She said she believed the 
death was the result of a robbery.

“Somebody break into the 
house and hurt him, that’s what I 
assume,” Vizcaino said.

Other slayings in the bor-
ough included the deaths of Ty-
sheen Davis in Astoria Houses 
and Theodore Thomas in Jamaica 
Sunday. Another man, Robert Za-
retz, was found dead in Calvary 
Cemetery Sunday.

No murders had previously 
occurred in the 110th Precinct in 
2012, according to police statis-
tics. In 2011, two murders were 
reported in the 110th, statistics 
show.

Reach reporter Rebecca Hene-
ly by e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4564.

Two killed in Corona, Elmhurst on violent weekend 

Eddy Llano holds up a photo of his fa-
ther Damaso (second from l. in framed 
photo), who was found dead in his 
home. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

BY REBECCA HENELY

A Sunnyside man who was being held 
in a detention center in New Jersey since 
February and set to be deported back to 
Bangladesh was released to his family Fri-
day.

Mohammad Anwarul Islam, who fled 
to the United States in 1991 due to political 
reasons, lives at 42nd Street and 43rd Av-
enue in Sunnyside with his wife, Lipiara 
Begum, and three daughters: 5-year-old Af-
nan Fazia and 20-month-old twins Afrina 
Anwar Farah and Afsa Anwar Zarah.

Islam had tried to get political asylum 
in 2010, but it was denied and he did not fol-
low up properly.

As a result, Islam was arrested Feb. 10 
and held in the Delaney Detention Center 
in Essex County, N.J. While he was held 
for more than a month, community activ-
ists advocated for him to be released while 
neighbors helped Begum, who took care of 
the three young children by herself.

“It’s a great feeling,” said Islam’s wife, 
Lipiara Begum. “We are so happy and I am 
also happy about my daughters because 

they’re happy.”
Begum said her husband has a meet-

ing with immigration officials at Federal 
Plaza in Manhattan next month.

Islam’s wife is a permanent resident 
and passed her citizenship test April 7, 
2011, but had not yet taken her oath. Advo-
cates for the family hope Islam will be able 
to become a citizen after his wife takes the 
oath.

Feds send dad home to family
instead of back to Bangladesh

Lipiara Begum (r.) had been miserable before her 
husband was released from a New Jersey deten-
tion center. She had been taking care of an older 
daughter and her twins, Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah (both l.).
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ficials and civic leaders an-
nounced plans to stop the 
violence in the community.

“It’s worse than I’ve 

ever seen it and I’ve spent 
my entire life a few blocks 
away,” said Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria), citing five shootings 

in October 2011 at Astoria 
Houses — three in the same 
weekend.

Vallone said both the 
114th Precinct and the city 
Housing Authority’s police 
force, the PSA, have com-
mitted to beefing up their 
presence in Astoria Hous-

es.
In addition, commu-

nity leaders pledged to 
support programs geared 
toward the youth, particu-

larly young black and His-
panic men.

Both Vallone and Tay-
lor also said they planned 
to work together with police 
to identify people bringing 
illegal guns into Astoria 
Houses.

“There are people that 
go around to all of these de-
velopments. There is some-
one that comes here to this 
development just like a fruit 
cart, and you can buy a gun 
for $500,” Taylor said. “For 
$500, you can take a life.”

Illegal guns were in-
volved during the shooting 
Sunday, Vallone said.

Astoria Houses Ten-
ants’ Association President 
Claudia Coger, who helped 
to organize the Tuesday 
news conference, called the 
fatal shooting “more than a 
tragedy.”

“There are two moth-
ers’ hearts that are bleed-
ing right now — two moth-
ers that are friends and 
their children are involved 
in this incident. My heart 
goes out to them,” she said.

According to Taylor, a 
dispute between Davis and 
Johnson had been brewing 

since October.
Neighbors and rela-

tives said Davis celebrated 
his son’s first birthday ear-
lier this month, and friends 
described Davis as an avid 
basketball player and a 
construction worker.

“He was a good man, 
a new father, finding a 
way to support his son,” 
said a woman who identi-

fied herself as the victim’s 
cousin and did not want to 
be named.

Taylor, who said he 
would work officially out 
of ERDA’s office in Astoria 
Houses moving forward, 
said he envisioned the anti-
violence tactics announced 
Tuesday to be used as a 
model for other housing de-
velopments.

“We can spring up all 
over public housing and 
say, ‘We are going to stop 
the violence and stop these 
deaths from happening,’” 
he said.

Reach photo editor 
Christina Santucci by e-
mail at csantucci@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4589.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Iris Escobar is proud to be frugal. But when 
she and her husband, Victor, decided to re-
model their home, she had to find another 
way to save.

As it turns out, Iris didn’t have to look far. 
The answer arrived in her mailbox last sum-
mer: a postcard advertising the Housing Re-
habilitation Assistance program.

Thanks to the HRA, the Escobars are get-
ting a world-class home make-over without 
spending any cash or increasing their mort-
gage payments. Taking advantage of the pro-
gram is saving them well over $10,000 and, 
thanks to refinancing, they’re making the 
same monthly payments they were before, 
with $200 each month going towards the 
principal now.

“It’s been a great ride,” Victor said. “I can’t 
say enough about the HRA program. I can’t 
say enough about everybody involved.”

His wife agrees. “I’m very excited,” she said. 
“I’m glad I met this team; they’re great!” 
Speaking to Carlos Fontanez, the couple’s 
HRA representative, she added, “I tell every-
one about you.”

What Iris is telling everyone about is how 
the HRA guides clients through every step of 
the home remodeling process, from deciding 
what work should be done to how it will be 

financed, from securing financial assistance 
to overseeing the work and making sure the 
contractors are not paid until the homeowner 
is satisfied.

A fan of “The People’s Court,” where she 
sees a lot of irresponsible contractors sued, 
Iris said she was especially glad that the HRA 

holds clients’ money in escrow until they cer-
tify that they’re satisfied.

HRA representative Jesse Friedman ex-
plained the program’s basic approach: “The 
services offered by the HRA extend beyond 
just financial assistance for home improve-
ment projects. We have implemented numer-
ous processes to ensure that projects complet-
ed by HRA-approved contractors are done so 
to the homeowner’s satisfaction.”

Just take a look at some of the program’s re-
quirements for contractors. They all must be:

$100,000 per incident;

with a rating of an A or higher;

eight clients that they have performed home 
improvement projects for in the past year;

HRA prior to working for any clients. 

At the Escobars’ house, it’s a big job that’s 
underway and the Escobars are thrilled with 
the results. There’s a stunning new bay win-
dow in the dining room that measures and 
the kitchen features a garden window; an es-
pecially deep one with a glass shelf so Iris’s 

plants can be surrounded by light.

The interior of the kitchen and bathroom 
were gutted, with everything from new gas 
lines and plumbing to new sheetrock and in-
sulation going in. The door to the basement 
was moved to make room for all the cabin-
etry, in fact.

The new kitchen is going to feature only the 
best equipment and materials, including a six- 
burner stove with a pot-filler faucet, double 
sink with pull-out faucet, beautiful real-wood 
cabinets, granite countertops and floor tiles.

The bathroom shower will feature a bench and 
a modern rain showerhead. The tile walls will 
be accented by a mosaic design. The hardware 
will be bronze, and the contractor even found 
a toilet in Mexican Sand, which compliments 
the décor perfectly. In the front of the house, 
the contractor replaced all the windows in the 
foyer and added insulation. An added benefit, 
the Escobars earn tax credits for promoting 
energy efficiency in their home.

Iris likes to entertain, but hadn’t bothered for 
years because she wasn’t happy with the look 
of her home. Now, she’s looking forward to 
holding a big bash in June, to show off the 
HRA renovations and to celebrate her 10th 
anniversary with Victor. The timing couldn’t 
have worked out better.

To find out if you qualify for the Housing Re-
habilitation Assistance program, just call the 
HRA toll-free at 866-791-6302. Tell them you 
read about the Escobars’ project, and they’ll 
give you same level of excellent service.

Iris Escobar shows  off the new tiling 
that will be going in her bathroom.  

What an Anniversary Present! 
Happy Couple is remodeling their home and saving money too, thanks to the HRA program. 

Several people outside Astoria Houses began to cry as 
Tysheen Davis’ body was removed by the medical examiner. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Bishop Mitchell Taylor, (r.) founder of the East River Development Alliance, is joined by local leaders 
and Councilman Peter Vallone, Jr., (l.) in announcing several steps the community planned to take to 
combat gun violence in Astoria Houses. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued from Page 1
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lion and Marshall secured 
$1 million for the purpose, 
but the land needed to go 
through the months-long 
Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure, and in Decem-
ber 2010 the school put the 
land up on the market for 
$5.5 million.

In response, commu-
nity members mobilized 
through a fund set up by 
the Jackson Heights Green 
Alliance to pay the school’s 
immediate expenses. The 
alliance raised $500,000 in 
three months and received 
$1 million from a private 
foundation.

At the same time, Wolf-
son worked to negotiate 
the sale with the Garden 
School’s leaders. The may-
or’s office also contributed 
the final $1 million to the 
purchase of the parkland.

“We are ecstatic to be 
getting more parkland in 
our neighborhood,” Will 
Sweeney, of the alliance, 
said in a statement. “This 

cherished space will be 
enjoyed by generations of 
Jackson Heights residents 
and families to come.”

As a city-owned park 
space, the playground will 
be used exclusively by Gar-
den School students from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. while school 
is in session. Dromm said 
the city plans to make im-
provements to the play-
ground, but he needs to se-
cure more capital and that 
it will not happen until at 
least a year.

The councilman said 
78th Street between 34th 

Avenue and Northern Bou-
levard is set to be closed to 
become a permanent play 
street. The closure com-
bined with the purchase 
of the playground would 
double the park space in his 
congested district, which 
is currently 50th out of 51 
districts in terms of park 
acreage.

“We have a lot of work 
ahead of us, but what’s so 
wonderful is that we have 
now signed on the dotted 
line and this is a done deal,” 
Dromm said.

When You Need To Protect
The Things You Have

Worked Hard For!

Securities offered through Nationwide Securities, LLC., member FINRA, SIPC, DBA 
Nationwide Advisory Services, LLC. in AR, FL, IL, NY, TX and WV. 

Representative of Nationwide Life Insurance Company, affiliated companies and other companies.
Representatives of Nationwide Securities, LLC . may only conduct business with residents of the states 
in which it is properly licensed and/or registered. Please note that not all of the products and services 

that may be mentioned are available in every state.

We’re Always On Your Side

THE VAGLICA AGENCY
Office: 718-938-0861
Toll Free: 855-835-5516
Email: vaglicn@nationwide.com 
www.nationwide.com/nickv

NICK VAGLICA, Agent

HOME AUTO LIFE

CONDO/RENTER POWER SPORTS BUSINESS

GARAGE & PARKING 
SPACES FOR RENT

21st STREET to SHORE BLVD @ 20th AVE.

FOR INFO CALL, 718.726.9614

GARAGES: 
$135 + TAX PER MONTH

PARKING: 
$45 + TAX PER MONTH

Garden School Headmaster Richard Marotta (c.) shakes hands with 
Councilman Daniel Dromm (second from r.) and Borough President 
Helen Marshall (r.) over the city’s purchase of the Garden School’s 
playground. Deputy Mayor Howard Wolfson (third from l.) was also 
instrumental in the sale. Photo courtesy Daniel Dromm

Continued from Page 1

New park

Continued from Page 2

ERDA

life better or your family’s 
better,” Quinn said.

In addition to help-
ing with tax preparation, 
ERDA can also help pub-
lic housing residents save 
money by offering them the 
option of investing in its 
federal credit union.

Melissa Quan said the 
program helped her save 
$14,000 this and last year.

“Don’t hesitate to come 

here,” she said.
At a news conference 

about the tax preparation, 
Taylor praised the part-
nership ERDA enjoys not 
only with Quinn, but with 
Councilmen Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria), whose districts cover 
the Queensbridge, Wood-
side, Ravenswood and As-
toria houses, which ERDA 
serves.

Taylor said he had de-
scribed his vision for ERDA 
to Quinn and Vallone 10 
years ago on a trip to Israel 

with the Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council. He 
received financial support 
from the council, which 
has allowed him to lever-
age hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in monies from 
elsewhere. 

“I consider ERDA an 
institutional arm of the 
City Council with our City 
Council partners,” he said.

Van Bramer said Tay-
lor’s vision for ERDA is 
about breaking the cycles 
of poverty and helping 
those in need to become fi-
nancially literate.



AT

64
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, M
AR

. 2
9-

AP
R. 

4,
 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

NOW

www.belmondorestaurant.com

with 8:00PM – Midnight
EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT

Bel Mondo Restaurant presents
Come and enjoy an evening 

of fine dining accompanied by 
a presentation of music including 
standards, Broadway & pop music. 

Friday, March 30th 
8pm - 11pmJim Reilly Jr.

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT

EV
ERY  Mon. – Wed. 

Receive $3.00 OFF your check before tax.
Mon. - Wed. 10% YY

Make your reservation for Sunday lunch or dinner

Brunch with 
the Easter Bunny

Children under 10 $4.95 
Adults $7.95

11:30am to 3:30pm 
Easter Egg Hunt 

& Much More
Choose from chef specials 

Regular menu available
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PALM SUNDAY 
Sunday April 1st

Songs by: 

BRITISH  INVASION Night 
 with GENERATION GAP!

Have Your Family Join 
The Bel Mondo Family 

For A Easter Feast!

EASTER SUNDAY  APRIL 8th 2012
Reservations start at 1:00pm

Breakfast with The Easter Bunny
FULL BUFFET

$4.95 $7.95

Easter Egg Hunt, Candy & Much more...
Pictures with The Easter Bunny... 

Don’t Forget Your Camera
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SATURDAY 
MARCH 31st  

7-11PM
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