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BY STEVE MOSCO

 A Maspeth church needs a 
prayer for salvation.

St. Saviour’s Church, a his-
toric building saved from the 
wrecking ball in 2008 with its 

parts now in storage, needs to find 
a new temporary home before it 
finds a permanent one. Galasso 
Trucking, a Maspeth company 
that has stored the church since it 
was dismantled more than three 
years ago, is asking for its space 

back.
Juniper Park Civic Associa-

tion President Bob Holden was 
one of the community members 
who led the charge to save the 
church, but now he is waiting for 
the money that is tied up in Alba-

ny to move St. Saviour’s — either 
rebuilt or in pieces — to a donated 
swath of land at All Faith’s Cem-
etery in Middle Village.

In 2008, Holden received 
grants totaling $150,000 from state 

Continued on Page 16

St. Savior’s time is running out
Historic church has been in storage four years waiting for release of funds

Horse deaths 
prompt study 
at Aqueduct

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
An elevated number of horse 

deaths at Aqueduct has prompted 
an investigation into equine safe-
ty at the South Ozone Park race-
track.

The state Racing and Wa-
gering Board said four industry 
experts will review the deaths 
of close to 20 horses — including 
seven in March — at Aqueduct 
over the past four months. This 
comes after Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
sent a letter to the New York Rac-
ing Association calling for an in-
quiry.

The four-person panel will 
examine the condition of Aque-
duct’s inner track and policies on 
necropsies, horse examination, 
veterinary procedures, equine 
drug use , as well as the proce-
dures for selling available horses 
to the public. The panel, dubbed 
the New York Task Force on Race-
horse Health and Safety, includes 
retired jockey Jerry Bailey, Thor-
oughbred Horsemen’s Associa-
tions Chairman Alan Foreman 
and equine veterinarians Scott 
Palmer and Mary Scollay.

“This team of renowned ex-
perts has the knowledge, experi-
ence and objectivity to shine a 
light on the causes behind these 
tragic breakdowns,” said John 
Sabini, chairman of the Racing 
and Wagering Board. “I’m confi-

Continued on Page 16
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Rockaway braces for 
Peninsula’s closing 

REMEMBERING THE TRIANGLE SHIRTWAIST FIRE

Former state Sen. Serphin Maltese (l.) and Gabrielle Sfera present an award on behalf of the Triangle Fire Memorial Association to Vincent Carbone during an 
annual memorial held at Christ the King Regional High School in Middle Village for those killed in the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in 1911. Maltese’s grand-
mother and two aunts were killed in the fire. See more photos at www.timesledger.com. Photo by Maria Lopez
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 

Parents and teachers 
have a lot to say about  the 
city Department of Educa-
tion’s turnaround method 
for schools. 

That was the case at 
St. Aloysius Church in 
Ridgewood, where students 
joined parents and teachers 
to voice their dissatisfac-
tion with the DOE’s pro-
posal to overhaul the staff 
— and the name — at Gro-
ver Cleveland High School, 
at 21-27 Himrod St. 

The DOE has submit-
ted turnaround propos-
als for eight borough high 
schools — Flushing, Wil-
liam Cullen Bryant, Long 
Island City, Newtown, Au-
gust Martin, Richmond 
Hill, John Adams and 
Grover Cleveland — result-
ing in the closure of each 
school at the end of the aca-
demic year and its reopen-
ing under a different name 

in the fall, along with the 
replacement of 50 percent 
of the faculty.

Elaine Gorman, chief 
executive for the turn-
around program at the 
DOE , said the city lost 
significant federal fund-
ing when an agreement on 
teacher evaluations could 
not be reached with the 
United Federation of Teach-
ers union.

By deciding to put 
weak schools in the turn-
around program, which 
does not require teacher 
evaluations, the city can ap-
ply for up to $60 million in 
School Improvement Grant 
funding from the state.

“We’re not talking 
about splitting up the 
school, we’re not talking 
about closing the school,” 
said Gorman. “We will look 
to put the best teachers in 
the classrooms with the 
students. The new school 
will build on the strongest 
elements of the current 

school. Excellent teachers 
in every classroom has al-
ways been the goal.”

Many of the teachers 
in attendance spoke specifi-
cally about the issues faced 
every day at Grover Cleve-
land HS.

“Teachers look at each 
other and say, ‘Why are 
we going to put our blood, 
sweat and tears into this 
and then in June we’re 
out of a job?’” said science 
teacher Russ Nitchman. 
“We’ve made improvements 
here and we’re working our 
butts off. We’ve got a great 
staff doing great things for 
the kids here and yet you 
want to disrupt it.”

Attendees also spoke 
about the large number of 
English as a Second Lan-
guage students the school 
takes on.

Krystyne Levy, a 
teacher for 18 years, said it 
takes five to seven years for 
ESL students to learn a lan-
guage in an academically 

acceptable manner. She be-
lieves the DOE should take 
this into account when ex-
amining graduation rates.

“If the school goes 
through turnaround, how 
is this going to change?” 
she asked.

Anyone who wants 
their comments on the pub-
lic record is invited to voice 
an opinion at Grover Cleve-
land High School’s official 
closure hearing April 2 at 6 
p.m. at the school.

Michael Hetzer, vice 
president for Citizens for a 
Better Ridgewood, said it is 
important to look beyond 
statistics.

“Education eliminates 
ignorance,” said Hetzer. “I 
think the community needs 
to be educated about what 
Grover Cleveland really is. 
The upcoming meeting on 
April 2 will provide an op-
portunity to do just that.”

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
On a well-maintained 

row of houses in Middle 
Village, there’s one resi-
dence that stands out — for 
all the wrong reasons.

The house, at 58-22 84th 
St., is overrun with rust and 
decay, while graffiti-ridden 
commercial trucks parked 
in the driveway draw dirty 
looks from neighbors and 
inspections from the city.

The city Department 
of Buildings dispatched its 
Padlock Enforcement Unit 
to the house in December 
but is still debating wheth-
er the structure should be 
labeled a public nuisance. 
The homeowner, Ganesh 
Arora, has amassed more 
than $25,000 in unpaid 
fines from nine outstand-
ing building violations over 
the past decade, according 
to the DOB.

A DOB representative 
said Arora has ignored 
summonses to appear in 
court and department re-
quests to bring the property 
into compliance. Repeated 
calls to a phone number as-
sociated with Arora went 
unanswered.

The Padlock Enforce-
ment Unit works to re-
move illegal commercial 
and manufacturing uses 
in residential houses. The 
unit’s most recent visit to 
the house resulted in the 
removal of the commer-
cial trucks, but neighbors 
believe it is only a matter 
of time before the trucks 
come back.

The Juniper Park 
Civic Association, whose 
members have kept a close 
eye on the ramshackle resi-
dence for decades, called 
the house “a poster child 
for violations.”

“You name the viola-
tion, this property has it,” 
said Bob Holden, president 
of the civic association, 
who also worries that the 
dilapidated dwelling is 
bringing down property 
values on the block. “This 
has been going on for de-
cades. How is this allowed 
to continue?”

Besides the poor condi-
tion of the house itself, the 
owner made illegal curb 
cuts limiting street parking 
and he also built long drain 
pipes running from the 

The community spoke out for Grover Cleveland High School, which the city Department of Education wants to place in turnaround. 
Photo by Steve Mosco

Cleveland fi ghts turnaround
Community protest DOE’s plan to reorganize high school

Homeowner draws ire 
of residents in MidVill

This house, at 58-22 84th St. in Middle Village, is drawing anger from 
residents and inspections from the city. Photo courtesy Bob Holden

Continued on Page 16
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Speedy Ridgewood students race toward healthy lifestyle
Neighborhood school brings large contingent of young athletes to sporting event across East River

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Youngsters from PS 305 in 

Ridgewood burned rubber and 
chased down their fitness dreams 
at the New York Road Runners 
Youth Jamboree — having fun 
and getting fit along the way.

At the biggest Jamboree in 
the event’s nine-year history, 
more than 3,000 kids participated 
in running, jumping and throw-
ing under the watchful and proud 
eyes of their parents Saturday at 
the New Balance Track & Field 
Center at the Armory in Manhat-
tan.

The Youth Jamboree is all 
about fun and friendly competi-
tion, driving home important 
messages about exercise, health 
and fitness to both children and 
their parents.

“The program helps keep 
kids motivated to keep walking, 
keep moving and stay physically 
fit and relate those messages back 
to their parents,” said Jordan 

Patinkin, program administra-
tion coordinator for the Mighty 
Milers, a youth program coor-
dinated by the NYRR and based 
in Manhattan.  “The Jamboree 
lets those parents come out, gets 

the community involved and lets 
the kids not only have fun, but 
show off what they’ve learned in 
school.”

While young athletes from 
all five boroughs flocked to the 

event, Ridgewood’s PS 305, at 378 
Seneca Ave.,  boasted more kids 
than any other school — more 
than 140 children from kindergar-
ten through ninth-grade showed 
off their skills at the Jamboree.

Peter Cantalupo, a physical 
education teacher at PS 305, said 
these youth programs are excit-
ing and vibrant ways in which 
parents can give their children 
the opportunity to stay in shape 
and have fun doing it.

The physical education 
teacher is also involved in Learn-
ers and Leaders in Queens, an 
early childhood program serving 
pre-K through second-grade that 
provides nurturing development 
through healthy choices.

“In Ridgewood, the social 
economic status is not the great-
est and so it’s hard to find free 
events for our children. It’s abso-
lutely wonderful to allow these 
children to get an experience that 
they wouldn’t get on their own,” 
said Cantalupo, with the sound 

of active, enthused children blar-
ing in the background. “It’s great 
to bring these programs to our 
children and start them early in 
physical fitness — get them early, 
keep them fit and fight obesity.”

Two Ridgewood kids learn-
ing all about fitness at an early 
age are third-grader Amanda and 
first-grader Michelle. Their mom, 
Miladros Cruz said the programs 
run by the Road Runners offer 
more than trophies — her girls 
learn fitness lessons they will 
carry with them the rest of their 
lives.

“This is not about ribbons, 
it’s about having fun and stay-
ing fit,” said Cruz, whose daugh-
ters both want to come back next 
year.

For young runners too eager 
to wait until next year, NYRR 
will hold its next Jamboree event 
at Icahn Stadium on Randall’s Is-
land April 28.

For more information, visit 
nyrrf.org.

Peter Cantalupo and his young runners from PS 305 in Ridgewood keep it healthy 
and fun. Photo courtesy New York Road Runners



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AR
. 2

9-
AP

R. 
4,

 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

WE

4 Peninsula Hospital to shut its doors
Closure could leave nearly 1,000 employees jobless, increase pressure on nearby medical centers

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
Borough President 

Helen Marshall said there 
is a health-care crisis on 
the Rockaway peninsula, 
one she narrowly avoided 
being a part of herself.

After Peninsula Hospi-
tal management announced 
plans to close the Far Rock-
away facility, Marshall em-
barked on a tour of nearby 
 St. John’s Episcopal Hospi-
tal Tuesday to make sure it 
could sustain the influx of 
new patients.

En route from St. 
John’s to Peninsula, at 51-15 
Beach Channel Drive, the 
car carrying the borough 
president and members of 
her staff was struck from 
behind by an NBC news 
van while waiting at a stop-
light, a representative from 
her office said.

“It was just a little 
fender-bender. Everybody’s 
fine,” said Chief of Staff Al-
exandra Rosa. “She’s fine. 

Her main concern is that 
she said there is indeed a 
medical health-care crisis 
on the Rockaway penin-
sula.”

Marshall released a 
statement Monday express-
ing her concern upon hear-
ing reports that St. John’s, 
the sole hospital soon to be 
responsible for the care of 
more than 100,000 residents 
on the peninsula, was turn-
ing patients away.

Peninsula filed for 
bankruptcy protection last 
year when it was faced with 
$13 million in debt. A judge 
in the case appointed bank-
ruptcy trustee Lori Lapin 
Jones, who eventually made 
the call to pull the plug.

Last month the state 
Department of Health or-
dered the hospital to stop 
admitting patients after in-
spectors noted 66 “serious 
deficiencies” in the admin-
istration and operation of 
the clinical lab.

“The  trustee gave a 

preview of the plan of cor-
rection and we told them 
it would take substan-
tial work and substantial 
time — a period of several 
weeks, perhaps months,” 
DOH spokesman Michael 
Moran said.

Jones could not be 
reached and Peninsula 

representatives declined to 
comment.

Moran said the DOH 
was expecting Peninsula to 
submit a closure plan and 
would work to ensure medi-
cal records are available 
to patients and are trans-
ferred to appropriate pro-
viders at their request.

“The department will 
monitor operations at Pen-
insula to ensure an orderly 
closure,” he added. “The 
department will work with 
other providers to make 
sure patients have access 
to services that will be clos-
ing.”

Hospital employees 

said Peninsula was expect-
ed to shut its doors Friday 
in a move that would cost 
about 1,000 people their 
jobs. Health care workers 
union 1199/SEIU said it 
was disappointed with the 
outcome, especially since 
employees had worked so 
hard to keep the hospital 
open.

“This is an incredibly 
sad day for our workers, 
whose sole priority was sav-
ing Peninsula so it could 
continue its vital services 
to the Rockaway commu-
nity,” the union said.

The entire borough 
of Queens has had to deal 
with hospital closures in 
the last few years. Since 
2007, four hospitals in the 
borough have closed: St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Flush-
ing, Parkway Hospital in 
Forest Hills, Mary Immac-
ulate in Jamaica and St. 
John’s Queens Hospital in 
Elmhurst.

Peninsula Hospital in Far Rockaway will be closing its doors permanently.

BY PHIL CORSO

Claire Doyle smiled 
when a group of children 
approached her table to 
learn more about Rubie, a 
stuffed King Charles span-
iel, which helps youngsters 
learn how to recycle in 
western Queens.

It was a microcosm 
of what Saturday’s Going 
Green in Queens 2012 con-
ference was all about.

“It’s important to edu-
cate the kids,” Doyle, Ru-
bie’s human assistant,  said. 
“They’re the next genera-
tion of recyclers.”

Tables similar to 
Doyle’s lined the inside of 
the Al Oerter Recreational 
Center in Flushing last 
weekend so various groups 

could gather and network 
for the betterment of their 
environment. The sev-
enth annual event aimed 
to share ideas and inspire 
Queens residents to help 
live a greener lifestyle, ac-
cording to organizer and 
Queens Coalition for Parks 
President Fred Kress.

“It’s like a trade show 
to get people to meet, net-
work and maybe even copy 
each other,” Kress said. 
“We hope people get the 
message to take care of 
their area and be part of a 
greater effort.”

Kress said nearly 500 
Queens residents respond-
ed to invitations for the net-
working event, sponsored 
by TimesLedger Newspa-
pers and various Queens 

environmental groups, and 
the crowd inside the Al 
Oerter Recreational Center 
was as diverse as the coun-
ty it resides in.

Laurie Kaufman, from 
Forest Hills, scoped out the 
different tables with her 
three children and said she 
hoped an environmental 
message would resonate.

“We like to be green as 
a family,” Kaufman said. “I 
think everyone can make a 
difference and it’s impor-
tant to have events like this 
to educate people.”

Kaufman said she 
launched her own environ-
mentally focused Earth Day 
Fair, scheduled for April 28 
at PS 101, at 2 Russell Place 
in Forest Hills, at noon.

Queens goes green as boro groups 
spread environmentalism message

Judge set to hear lawsuit 
on extra state Senate seat

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Queens politicians ex-

pect a lawsuit challenging 
the creation of a 63rd state 
Senate seat to be decided 
next month, and state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whites-
tone) will then decide in 
which district she will run. 

The suit was filed in 
January by a group of citi-
zens and state Sen. Martin 
Dilan (D-Brooklyn), and 

if State 
S upr eme 
C o u r t 
J u d g e 
R i c h a r d 

Braun rules next month 
that creating an extra seat 
violates the state Constitu-
tion, then the lines might 
have to be redrawn.

“We hope we get a final 
crack at doing this right,” 
said state Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria), who 
has led the charge for in-
dependent redistricting in 
Albany. “A victory in this 

case would reset the entire 
process and give us one last 
change to give us a fair and 
transparent product.”

Ultimately, Senate 
Democrats hope a court-ap-

State Sen. Toby Stavisky stands over the Cross Island Parkway, a 
portion of her district. She will not decide which district she will 
run in until a lawsuit challenging the creation of a 63rd Senate 
seat upstate is ruled on by a judge.

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52 Continued on Page 52
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5Redistricting dust settles
Legislative shift will have big effect on Queens residents

BY JOE ANUTA

Northeast Queens will 
see significant changes in 
how the area is represented 
in state and federal govern-
ment now that the dust has 
settled on the redistricting 
process.

Every 10 years, legis-
lative district lines are re-
drawn to account for shifts 
in population. This time 
around, New York state lost 
two congressional seats af-
ter new lines were drawn 
by a federal judge. On the 
state level, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo signed off on state 
Assembly and the highly 
controversial state Senate 
lines earlier this month.

The most significant 
change will come on the 
congressional level.

Before the redistrict-
ing process, the ma-
jority of northeast 
Queens was repre-
sented by U.S. Rep. 
Gary Ackerman 
(D-Bayside), whose district 
also included a large por-
tion of Long Island. Parts 
of Flushing and Bayside 
were represented by Rep. 
Bob Turner (R-Middle Vil-

lage), while College Point 
was represented by Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights).

But Turner’s district 
was eliminated — it 
was one of two lost 
by the state — and 
the other districts 
shifted to fill the 

vacuum.
After Ackerman unex-

pectedly announced he will 
not seek re-election, the 6th 
Congressional seat where 
he was expected to run will 

take up most of Flushing, 
Auburndale, Fresh Mead-
ows, Bayside, Hollis Hills, 
Briarwood, Jamaica Hills 
and Kew Gardens Hills.

Currently, City Coun-
cil members Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
and Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone), along with Assem-
bly members Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) and Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), have all announced 
bids to replace Ackerman.

Portions of Whites-

tone, along with Bay Ter-
race, Douglaston, Little 
Neck, Glen Oaks, Floral 
Park, New Hyde Park and 
Bellerose, are included in 
a Long Island-based seat 
where Rep. Steve Israel (D-
Hauppauge) is thought to 
be running.

College Point will re-
main in the district where 
Crowley will seek re-elec-
tion.

On the state level, the 
Senate lines were highly 

U.S. Reps. Bob Turner (l.) and Gary Ackerman are not seeking re-election in Queens, where the politi-
cal landscape has changed drastically.

Suffering remembered in Flushing
BY PHIL CORSO

 
Keeping the story 

alive has always been most 
important, according to Dr. 
Dennis Papazian, national 
grand commander of the 
Armenian fraternal ser-
vice Knights of Vartan and 
founding director of the Ar-
menian Research Center . 

Four survivors of the 
Armenian genocide of the 
early 1900s gathered Sun-
day to recollect their ex-
periences and share them 
with the public at the New 
York Armenian Home in 
Flushing.

“Despite the evidence, 
the Turkish government 
continues to deny that 
there ever was a genocide,” 

Papazian  said, reflecting 
on the importance of tell-
ing and sharing survivors’ 
stories. “We wanted to 
present  living witnesses. 
There’s nothing like meet-
ing someone who actually 
lived through it.”

Papazian was present 
to provide background and 
to assist in recollecting the 
womens’ stories as he has 
been active in document-
ing historical accounts of 
the genocide. 

The Armenian geno-
cide was carried out by the 
Ottoman Empire in 1915 
and 1916 and included the 
killing of an estimated 1.5 
million Armenians.

Papazian said groups 
around the world commem-

orate the genocide annually 
on April 24, or the nearest 
Sunday, to mark the 1915 
date when nearly 300 Arme-

nian leaders were deported 
and killed. On the same 
day, near 5,000 Armenians 
were slain in the streets of 
Constantinople.

The survivors were 
gathered Sunday afternoon 
as part of an annual effort 
by the Armenian home, at 
137-31 45th Ave. in Flush-
ing, to keep their stories 
alive. 

 Charlette Kechejian, 
99, was born in Nikhda and 
spoke of how she traveled 
through the desert as an 
8-year-old with her mother 
to escape persecution by 
the ruling Young Turks.

“It’s something I hope 
you never see,” Kechejian 
said. “I went through a lot, 

Charlette Kechejian remem-
bers walking through the des-
ert with her mother to find 
safety during the early 20th-
century Armenian genocide. 

Photo by Phil CorsoDetectives Michael Oliver (second from l.), Gescard Isnora (fifth 
from l.) and Marc Cooper (r.) appear in Queens Criminal Court in 
the shooting of Sean Bell. Isnora was eventually fired, and Oliver 
and Cooper were forced to retire with their pensions and bene-
fits. Pool Photo

Cops in Bell killing 
ousted from NYPD

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
It has been nearly 5 1/2 

years since the killing of 
Sean Bell threw a spotlight 
on the tensions between 
the NYPD and the commu-
nities it serves, but voices 
from southeast Queens 
said the relationship still 
is strained after the firing 
of the detective who fired 
the first of 50 shots and the 
forced resignations of three 
other officers.

Detectives Michael 
Oliver and Marc Cooper re-
signed from the department 
Monday after the NYPD 
announced last week they 
would be asked to retire 
with their pensions and 
benefits.

Lt. Gary Napoli, who 
was on the scene the night 
of Nov. 25, 2006, but did not 
fire a shot, was also asked 
to retire with his pension 
and benefits.

Detective Gescard Is-
nora, another member of 
the undercover operation 
who fired the first round of 
shots, was dismissed with-
out his pension.

Speaking on the phone 
from the Sean Elijah Bell 
Community Center, which 
opened almost a year ago 
in Jamaica, William Bell 
said he disagreed with the 
NYPD’s decision on the fu-
ture of the men who killed 
his son.

“I’m not really satis-
fied, but I have to deal with 
it,” he said, adding he did 

not sympathize with some 
people who said the cops 
should have been able to 
stay on the force.

“They said they 
shouldn’t have lost their 
jobs. The way I see it, I 
shouldn’t have lost my son,” 
he said. 

Bell had been celebrat-
ing his bachelor party with 
friends Joseph Guzman 
and Trent Benefield at the 
Kalua Cabaret the night he 
was killed.

In his October 2011 
testimony at the internal 
NYPD trial, Isnora said 
that though Bell and his 
friends were unarmed, he 
believed Guzman was go-
ing to the car to retrieve a 
gun.

After Isnora opened 
fire, Oliver and Cooper 
followed with 31 and four 
shots, respectively. Napoli 
had been the commanding 
officer of the undercover 
team that was investigat-
ing suspected drug and 
prostitution operations at 
the strip club the night of 
the shooting.

Isnora, Oliver and Coo-
per were found not guilty 
in a 2008 criminal trial by 
a judge, and the city later 
settled with Bell’s relatives 
and friends for $7.15 million 
in a civil trial.

William Bell said that 
while he recognized and 
appreciated the role police 
play in his community, he 
believed there exists a sys-

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52
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Flushing) all put in bids for 
the seat as well.

Each will need to col-
lect hundreds of  signatures 
by April 16 in order to get on 
the ballot, a process known 
as petitioning.

But along with signa-
tures, the petitions also 
contain insight into who is 
supporting the candidate.

In the case of emergen-
cies that would prohibit a 
candidate from running, 
each congressional hopeful 
lists people who would pick 
a successor. The group is 
called the committee to fill 
vacancies.

Meng’s committee in-
cludes all members of the 
Queens Democratic Party, 
since she snagged the party 
endorsement. First on her 
list is Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), chair-
man of the party. Also in-
cluded is fellow Assembly-
men Michael Simanowitz 
(D-Flushing) and Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights).

Lancman’s list in-
cludes Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Ridgewood), his 
chief of staff Dominic 
Panakal and his friend 
Stephanie Goldstone.

Crowley’s committee, 
on the other hand, does not 
have overt support from the 
Democratic Party. Her list 
includes the father of As-
semblyman Michael Miller 
(D-Woodhaven), along with 
her sister Alice Crowley, 

two members of her cam-
paign staff and community 
leaders.

The primary had been 
moved from September 
to June 26 to comply with 
federal election laws stipu-
lating that members of the 
military had to be given 
enough time to send in 
their ballots. The election 
will be held Nov. 6.

That means the prima-
ry season will be shorter 
than normal, and the race 
between Democrats and Re-
publicans longer.

None of the candidates 
in the race have filed with 
the Federal Election Com-
mission, but their next fil-
ing date will show how well 
they will stack up finan-
cially against each other.

The race kicked off 
earlier this month after 
Ackerman shocked the po-
litical world by announc-
ing his retirement. He will 
serve out the remaining 10 
months of his term before 
leaving office Jan. 2.

Although only one of 
the three Democrats will 
face off against Halloran 
— provided he receives 
enough signatures to get 
on the ballot — all three 
blasted the Republican’s 
bid for the seat, with Meng 
saying, “I’m particularly 
interested to hear Dan’s 
take on recent partisan at-
tacks on women’s access to 
health care.”

City Councilman Dan Halloran (c.) announces he will run for 
Congress amid supporters, including former state Sen. Frank 
Padavan (second from l.). Photo by Joe Anuta

Halloran kicks off run for Ackerman’s district
BY JOE ANUTA

City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
announced his bid for the 
congressional seat current-
ly held by U.S. Rep. Gary 
Ackerman (D-Bayside) as 
three Democrats began pe-
titioning to get on the ballot 
for a primary scheduled for 
June 26.

Halloran marched 
his two Great Danes into 
Bowne Park in Flushing 
Monday afternoon and de-
clared his run to for 
the congressional 
seat after receiving 
the endorsement of 
the Queens Republi-
cans days earlier.

“I am very glad to be 
here today and make my an-

nouncement just two blocks 
from where I live, and just 
15 blocks from where I grew 
up,” he said.

A c k e r m a n 
unexpectedly an-
nounced his retire-
ment March 15, 
which means that 

the seat will be empty as of 
Jan. 2, 2013.

As of Monday evening, 

Halloran was the only Re-
publican candidate run-
ning for the seat and did not 
have a primary challenger, 
which was not the case for 
the Democratic hopefuls.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) and state 
Assembly members Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) and Grace Meng (D-

TM

[ Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/timesledger ]



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AR. 29-A

PR, 4, 2012      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

WE

7

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS TIMELY IRA OFFER!
Bump-Up For A Better Rate!*

Visit www.ridgewoodbank.com

WHEN YOU OPEN AN IRA OR COVERDELL EDUCATION ACCOUNT WITH $1,500 

OR MORE BEFORE APRIL 17TH, YOU MAY CHOOSE EITHER A STYLISH MEN’S 

OR LADIES’ WATCH, OR RECEIVE 100 REWARD POINTS*** REDEEMABLE FOR 

EXCITING GIFTS LIKE THOSE SHOWN BELOW!

Minimum Deposit is $500 

ENJOY A SHORTER TERM! 
18 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.00%
 APY**

5 YEAR BUMP-UP IRA CD

1.85%
 APY**

3 YEAR BUMP-UP IRA CD

1.35%
 APY**

 You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage 
Yields (APYs) are effective February 1, 2012 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial penalty and IRS 
penalty for premature withdrawals. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA account. Check www.RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject 
to change. The Bank has the right to substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 17, 2012. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points 
or Watch is $1,500 and CD term must be at least one year.

*

Member FDIC
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Blotter
ELMHURST — A Woodside woman 

pleaded guilty to manslaughter Monday for 
throwing her baby in the trash can of an 
Elmhurst Hospital restroom, the Queens 
district attorney’s office said.

Dawa Lama, 24, admitted to putting 
the infant girl, Mingmar Gurung, in a 
wastebasket and leaving in Queens Crimi-
nal Court before Judge Lenora Gerald, the 
DA said.

Lama had gone to the Hospital May 

10 for prenatal care, but was overcome 
with pain and went to the bathroom, the 
DA said. After she had the baby, Lama left 
the hospital, the DA said. She was arrested 
later that day, the DA said.

Mingmar ended up being put on life 
support and dying seven days later, the DA 
said.

Gerald plans to sentence Lama to 10 
years in prison, the DA said.

ELMHURST — The 
NYPD was looking for help 
in identifying a man want-
ed in connection with an 
armed robbery around 7:30 
a.m. Feb. 26 at an Elmhurst 
bodega, police said.

According to reports, a 
black male between 25 and 
35 years old approached the 
store clerk inside a 107-24 
Corona Ave. bodega and de-
manded money with a silver 
revolver. The 5-foot-6 man fled the location 
on foot, police said.

Reports described the 
man with brown eyes, wear-
ing a black baseball cap, a 
blue hooded sweatshirt, blue 
jeans and tan work boots.

Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS. 
The public can also submit 
their tips by logging on to 
the Crime Stoppers website 
at nypdcrimestoppers.com 

or texting their tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
then enter TIP577.

SUNNYSIDE — A man was found dead when police 
said emergency responders found him lying unconscious 
on the ground of Calvary Cemetery, which sits on the 
border of Sunnyside and Maspeth, according to police re-
ports.

According to police, Robert Zaretz, 42, of 41-15 50th 
Ave. was pronounced dead on arrival by emergency re-
sponders.

Police said the man was found after they responded to 
a call March 25 around 10 a.m. within the 108th Precinct.

The cause of death was unknown and an investiga-
tion was ongoing, police said.

HOWARD BEACH — 
The NYPD was looking for 
the public’s help in identify-
ing one man wanted in con-
nection to a bank robbery 
within the 106th precinct.

Police described the 
suspect as a black male in 
his 30s, standing at about 
5-foot-8 with a black jacket, 
white shirt, sunglasses and 
a black hat. According to 
reports, he handed a teller 
a note demanding money 
at the Citibank, at 156-19 
Cross Bay Blvd., March 3 

around 1:30 p.m. The teller 
complied and the suspect 
left the bank with an un-
known amount of cash, po-
lice said.

Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS. 
The public can also submit 
their tips by logging on to 
the Crime Stoppers web-
site at nypdcrimestoppers.
com or texting their tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) then en-
ter TIP577.

Police were seeking informa-
tion about a suspect in con-
nection with a bodega rob-
bery. Image courtesy NYPD

Woodsider admits to throwing away baby: DA

Cops search for robber of Elmhurst bodega

Call leads cops to find body of dead man, 42

Cops need people’s help to ID boro bank robber

Police were looking for a 
suspect in the robbery of a 
bank in Howard Beach. 

Image courtesy NYPD

Have a great photo of your pet?

Queens Critters Contest
Submit your picture to our

To enter, simply e-mail a photo of your pet to QueensCritters@gmail.com.  Please include 
your full name, the neighborhood where you live and your pet’s name and age. By sending 
a photo, you acknowledge that we may us it in the paper, on our website, and otherwise in 
accordance with our Terms of Use.  Your photo may be included in an on-line gallery on the 
www.TimesLedger.com website.  Each week, our editors will select at least one photo to be 
published in the TimesLedger newspaper.  Photos that violate our Terms of Use will not be 
accepted or considered for publication.  The materials that you send will not be returned.
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

World War II was over.
The Tuskegee Air-

men had finished their 
mission of shooting down 
Nazi planes and now they, 
like most of the 16 million 
Americans who took up 
arms, needed jobs.

But coming home 
meant not only plaudits 
from a grateful nation, but 
the reality of an all-too-fa-
miliar adversary for these 
African-American war he-
roes: racial bigotry from 
many employers.

But in New York City, a 
dozen of the Tuskegee Air-
men were eventually hired 
by the New York transit 
system.

These 12 African 
Americans were honored 
Friday by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, 
which renamed the 100th 

Street Bus Depot on Lex-
ington Avenue in Manhat-
tan the Tuskegee Airmen 
Bus Depot.

A newly installed 
bronze commemorative 
plaque in the depot’s entry-
way lists the names of the 
12 Tuskegee Airmen who 
joined the transit system. 
The emblem also includes 
a rendering of the red-tail 
fighter planes they flew.

“The Tuskegee Air-
men overcame so much 
to become one of the most 

highly respected fighter 
groups of the war, thanks 
to the numerous civil rights 
organizations that con-
vinced the Army to create 
this iconic African-Amer-
ican pursuit squadron,” 
said MTA Chairman Jo-
seph Lhota. “These heroes 
included pilots, navigators, 
bombardiers, maintenance 
and support staff.”

Those honored were 
Reginald Brewster, Victor 
Collymore, Conrad DeSan-
dies, Harry Dickenson, 
John Freeman, Noel Har-
ris, Oscar Hawkins, Austin 
McKenzie, Maury Reid Jr., 
Percy Sutton, Victor Terr-
longe and Fred Wilson.

Only Brewster and 
Harris survive. An MTA 
official sounded a bell for 
each of the deceased.

Sutton was a subway 
conductor, among other 
transit jobs, and was elect-
ed Manhattan borough 
president.

Brewster asked that 
“each and every one of you 
to be proud that you are 
able to live in a country of 
freedom, where the ability 
to forge ahead is limited 
only by your determination 
to forge ahead.”

He got a standing ova-
tion from the crowd.

The only other surviv-
ing Tuskegee Airman tran-
sit worker, Noel Harris, 
was ill and could not attend 
the ceremony.

Roscoe Brown Jr., 
90, who was not a transit 
employee, was among the 
speakers at the rededica-
tion. Brown, who arrived 
with his daughter Doris Bo-
dine, of Cambria Heights, 
was commander of the 
100th Fighter Squadron of 
the 332nd Fighter Group.

Brown was one of 15 pi-
lots who, on March 25, 1945, 
shot down German Messer-
schmidt 262s, the only jet 
planes of World War II.

Speaking of conditions 
just after the war, Brown 
said, “You can’t understand 
how segregated this coun-
try was. People would look 
you in the face and say, ‘We 
don’t hire Negroes here.’”

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Diet Coke and City 

Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst) 
teamed up with Elmcor last 
week, turning the Corona 
nonprofit’s gym into a red-
tinted runway to celebrate 
women and raise aware-
ness of heart disease.

“It’s up to us to take 
care of our hearts,” said 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall, who was given a 
proclamation at the event.

Annie Meredith, legis-
lative director for Ferreras, 
said the councilwoman had 
met with representatives 
from the soda company and 
department store J.C. Pen-
ney earlier this year, and 
they had conceived of hold-
ing an event that would not 
only do something special 
for the community, but 
complement Diet Coke’s 
The Heart Truth cam-
paign, centered around the 
dangers of heart disease in 
women.

The result was a health 
and fashion extravaganza 
March 21 held in the gym of 
Elmcor, at 107-20 Northern 
Blvd. Redecorated to look 
like what Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) called a “Manhat-
tan disco,” with red flash-
ing lights, red balloons, a 
DJ and a runway, the event 
featured a fashion show, a 
Zumba lesson, a raffle, arts 
and crafts for children, food 
and various health and nu-
trition presentations.

“We’re very thankful 
that all of you have joined 
us in this effort,” Dayra 
Azcona, of Coca-Cola Re-
freshments, told the 300 
people who attended the 
event.

The councilwoman 
said part of the reason 
why she wanted to hold the 
Women’s Heart Health cel-
ebration, now planned as 
an annual event, was a per-
sonal dedication to making 
herself healthier. She said 
she had lost 15 pounds be-
cause she loved working for 
the community and said if 

she were to suffer a heart 
attack, she would not be 
able to do so anymore.

“It’s time to eat health-
ier because my heart de-
serves better,” Ferreras 
said.

Sandra Bennett-Pa-
gan, of the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices, said heart disease is 
preventable with good hab-
its: Do not smoke, watch 
your weight and diet, watch 
your blood pressure and be 
vigilant if you have diabe-
tes.

Quinn said heart dis-
ease is often thought of as 

a man’s disease, but women 
can spread the message 
that they need to take care 
of their own hearts.

“When we take care 
of ourselves, our families 
get better taken care of,” 
Quinn said. “When we take 
care of ourselves, girls have 
good role models.”

Rayna James, a Wom-
en, Infants and Children 
 employee, was one of the 
presenters at the event.

WIC is a federal pro-
gram that provides checks 
to women and their chil-
dren in need that can be 
redeemed for specific food 

items like milk, cereal and 
cheese.

James was demon-
strating healthy meals that 
can be made with those 
 WIC-approved items.

She said she enjoyed 
the event and the opportu-
nity to promote good nutri-
tion.

“It’s such a wonderful 
thing for the community to 
see,” James said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras (l.) walks down the runway with Borough President Helen Marshall 
at an event held at ELMCOR to celebrate women and raise awareness of women’s heart disease. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

Tuskegee Airmen 
honored by MTA

Heart health hits runway
Ferreras, Diet Coke host fashion show designed to raise awareness

Julius Freeman, of Springfield 
Gardens, wore his Tuskegee 
Airmen uniform to the re-
dedication of a Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority bus 
depot. Photo by Philip Newman
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LEADER CALLS IT 
QUITS

Two weeks ago, U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman caught 
Queens by surprise when he announced that he would 
not seek re-election.

Since 1992, his district included parts of Queens 
and Nassau County. He no doubt served Long Island 
well, but his heart belonged to Queens.

Ackerman was born in Brooklyn and raised in 
Flushing. He graduated from Queens College and taught 
junior high school students in Queens.

He first went to Capitol Hill after a special election 
in 1983 and has served in Congress ever since. He is 
proof that public service can be a noble profession.

The man who lives in a houseboat when he’s in 
Washington, D.C., drives a 1966 Plymouth Valiant and 
wears a white carnation in his lapel every day has fought 
for many causes close to the heart of this newspaper — 
even though before getting into politics he founded one 
of our competitors.

Ackerman helped secure the passage of the Baby 
AIDS legislation in Washington, which requires AIDS 
testing of all newborns and disclosure of that informa-
tion to the mothers. It was first introduced on the state 
level by then-Assemblywoman Nettie Mayersohn, who 
faced strong opposition.

The congressman may best be remembered for his 
work on international issues. In 1994, as chairman of 
the Asia Subcommittee, he became the first U.S. official 
since the Korean War to enter North Korea. He negotiat-
ed with dictator Kim Il-sung to form a framework under 
which the nation would agree to cease work on nuclear 
weapons.

And he has fought for Israel. Ackerman became 
a key figure in the Middle East peace process and has 
met with Israeli prime ministers and the heads of all the 
Arab countries.

He crusaded for the victims of 9/11 and their fami-
lies. He was loyal to Queens and did not announce his 
decision not to run until he was satisfied with the plan 
for redistricting.

But Ackerman should be remembered as much for 
the man that he is as for the things he accomplished.

He summed up a remarkable career as follows: “I 
guess retiring catches everybody by surprise. I’ve given 
it my best shot. I’ve enjoyed almost every moment of ev-
ery day of it. At 69 years old, if I were going to have an 
Act 4, I can’t think of a better time to do that.”

Find solution to LaGuardia’s geese
A

s we all remember, 
back on Jan. 15, 
2009, US Airways 
Flight 1549 bound 

for Charlotte, N.C., was 
forced to make an emergen-
cy landing on the Hudson 
River. About three minutes 
into the flight, the aircraft 
encountered a flight of 
Canada geese, which were 
sucked into both engines, 
resulting in a total loss of 
thrust.

The pilot, Capt. Ches-
ley Sullenberger, was able 
to glide the plane down and 
ditch safely on the river 
near the USS Intrepid mu-

seum. Thank God and the 
flying skills of this pilot 
that a catastrophe was 
avoided and all 155 people 
aboard were saved.

Could it happen again? 
The answer is yes. If it does, 
will we be as lucky? The an-
swer is maybe, but I doubt 
it. I think the odds are 
against another Miracle on 
the Hudson.

I live in Whitestone not 
that far from LaGuardia 
Airport, where Flight 1549 
originated. I often shop at 
a supermarket in College 
Point. On the way to that 
store, I pass Frank Golden 

Park. One day a few weeks 
ago, I saw a large group of 
these same geese on the 
grass there.

The group numbered 
at least a hundred. They 
are large and their num-
bers seem to be growing. 
It would only take minutes 
for them to reach the air-
port runways.

I love animals as much 
as anyone. I am not advo-
cating a mass extermina-
tion of these birds, but we 
must find a solution to this 
problem before another air-
liner is forced down. There 
are women and children on 

board most flights.
Are we willing to 

risk their lives? If Flight 
1549 had crashed into the 
George Washington Bridge 
and there had been a tre-
mendous loss of life, would 
we be more diligent today 
regarding the numbers of 
these birds? I think so.

Remember, it only took 
a small number of these 
geese to force Flight 1549 
down.

It is time for us to find 
answers.

Tom Ferraris
Whitestone
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READERS WRITE

Council program puts people to work in 8 weeks
N

ew York is not a big 
city. We are a patch-
work of small towns 
woven into neigh-

borhoods, stitched together 
to form boroughs, creating 
the fabric of what we call 
the city of New York.

Last month, the City 
Council put forth a series of 
proposals that will tap into 
the power of those neigh-
borhoods and create great-
er opportunity for every 
New Yorker. We focused on 
some of the city’s biggest 
challenges, like chronic 
unemployment.

Many New Yorkers 
have discovered that the 
longer you are out of work, 
the harder it gets to find a 
job. So we are launching a 
new pilot program called 
New Skills, New Jobs. Par-
ticipants will spend up to 

eight weeks in a paid train-
ing program at a company 
that has a full-time job 
opening, and upon comple-
tion of the program they 
will be hired on a perma-
nent basis.

We also hear stories 
from people who have been 
turned down for a job just 
because they have been un-
employed for too long. Some 
companies say it is their 
policy; we say it is discrim-
ination. And just like we 
have done with other kinds 
of discrimination, we are 
going to make it illegal.

At the same time, we 
are going to empower people 
to invest in neighborhoods 
with high unemployment. 
There is a Lower East Side 
tech startup called Kick-
starter that helps people 
raise money for community 

projects or business ven-
tures. We are going to work 
with Kickstarter to help 
raise funds for projects in 
neighborhoods with high 
unemployment.

We will also create a 
$10 million, small business 
loan fund exclusively for 
businesses in high unem-
ployment neighborhoods. 
And we will pay for it with 
federal tax credits, so it will 
not cost the city a dime.

Now it is impossible to 
talk about the challenges 
facing New Yorkers with-
out talking about the rising 
costs of housing. One of the 
problems is that when the 
city negotiates affordable 
housing deals with develop-
ers, that affordability has a 
built in expiration date — 
usually 30 years.

So, working with the 

Council, the city Depart-
ment of Housing is going 
to start requiring 60-year 
affordability in many of 
our biggest developments. 
And we will not stop there. 
Our goal will be permanent 
affordability, which means 
a new kind of deal with 
developers. As long as the 
city keeps renewing your 
benefits, you have to keep 
your housing truly afford-
able. We will make sure the 
people who built a commu-
nity get to stay in that com-
munity.

Finally, the Council 
focused on ways to improve 
education around the city.

Every year nearly 
3,000 5-year-olds in New 
York City do not enroll in 
kindergarten, and many 
of them have a hard time 
catching up with their 

classmates when they get 
to first-grade. You may be 
as surprised as we were to 
learn that kindergarten is 
not required in New York.

What kind of message 
do we send parents when 
we as a city tell them it is 
not necessary to enroll 
their kids in kindergarten? 
We are working with the 
state to pass a bill allowing 
New York City to make kin-
dergarten mandatory so all 
our kids have the best pos-
sible start.

We are also rolling 
out a program called the 
Student Empowerment 
Partnership. Here is how 
it works: First we look at 
all the specific challenges 
facing students and their 
families in a particular 
community at every stage 
of their development. Then 

we bring together commu-
nity groups, city agencies, 
parents, teachers, CUNY 
and the city Department 
of Education and see what 
everyone can contribute to 
help these kids succeed.

We will work together 
to strengthen every aspect 
of a child’s life, all with a fo-
cus on improving academic 
results and their long-term 
success.

To learn more about 
these and other initiatives, 
visit council.nyc.gov. Work-
ing together, we can har-
ness the strength of our 
communities to build an 
even better city.

Christine Quinn
City Council Speaker

(D-Manhattan)

Bring back Glass-Steagall Act

W
here is the Glass-
Steagall Act when 
we need it? In 1933, 
U.S. Sens. Carter 

Glass (D-Vt.) and Henry 
Steagall (D-Ala.) introduced 
the legislation which bears 
their name. Due largely to 
unregulated bank market 
speculation, we suffered 
the Great Crash of 1929.

The GSA legislation 
limited the conflicts of in-
terest created when banks 
are permitted to under-
write stocks or bonds and 
it established the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp. 
In 1956, the act was further 
strengthened in order to 
prosecute banks engaging 
in non-banking activity. It 
also disallowed them to buy 
banks in another state.

From that time on, 
it has been the lobbyists’ 
field day and their efforts 
were not in vain, for they 
had begun the dilution of 
the Glass-Steagall. In the 
1960s, banks were allowed 
to enter the municipal bond 

market and in the ’70s they 
were allowed money mar-
ket accounts, allowed check 
writing and offered credit 
and debit cards.

The ’80s, with the help 
of Alan Greenspan and the 
Federal Reserve board, al-
lowed banks to underwrite 
businesses’ mortgage-
backed securities and al-
lowed, beginning with 
Travelers and Citibank, 
the merging of banks, se-
curity firms and insurance 
companies, creating the 
huge financial conglomer-
ates which we have today, 
bringing about the “too big 
to fail” dilemma.

There are other neu-
terings of the GSA, but the 
death knell came Oct. 22, 
1999. After 12 tries in 25 
years of a non-stop lobbying 
blitz spending hundreds of 
million of dollars, Glass-
Steagall was repealed, plac-
ing our trusted banks in 
the same position they were 
in precipitating the Great 
Crash of 1929. Cliches such 

as “history repeating it-
self” and “the more things 
change, the more they stay 
the same” are apt.

Although it was two 
Democrats with foresight 
back in 1933 who realized 
the danger in allowing 
banks to set the rules by 
which they play, the repeal 
was jointly agreed upon 
by both parties, as well as 
then-President Bill Clin-
ton. On Nov. 4, 1999, the fi-
nal version of the bill was 
passed by the U.S. House 
of Representatives (362-57) 
and the Senate (90-8) and 
was signed into law by Clin-
ton Nov. 12 as the toothless 
Graham-Lesch-Billey Fi-
nancial Modernization Act 
of 1999, named after Phil 
Graham (R-Texas) and Jim 
Lesch (R-Iowa).

If we do not regulate 
and control the banks, they 
will control us.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

Queens Library needs more funds

F
or 2013, Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg 
proposes to slash 
$26.7 million from 

the Queens Public Library 
budget. This dramatic re-
duction in funding is dis-
heartening and borders on 
outrageous.

Since 1994, the Queens 
Library has not just been 
New York City’s busiest 
library, but the busiest in 
the country. Daily, 45,000 
patrons visit 62 branches, 
seven adult learning cen-
ters and two family literacy 
centers.

And yet Queens Li-
brary receives the least 
amount of funding from the 
city. Where is the logic in 
such budgeting?

The Queens Library 
provides vital commu-
nity services, not only by 
bringing books, music and 
movies to the world’s most 
diverse neighborhoods, but 
also by sponsoring cultural 
events, job training, Eng-
lish language lessons and 

after-school programs, to 
name just a few.

All of this despite re-
cent years’ devastating re-
ductions in funding, which 
have severely reduced 
services, library staff and 
hours of operation. Year 
after year, the Queens Li-
brary pulls off miracles in 
community service, but its 
only reward is another cut 
to its already-strained bud-
get. Unbelievable.

To speak to my own ex-
perience, due to consistent 
budget reductions, I cannot 
enjoy my own local Queens 
Library branch — Stein-
way in Astoria — which I 
walk past daily to and from 
work. The library opens too 
late in the morning — 10 
a.m. — and closes too early 
in the evening — usually 6 
p.m. — for me to enjoy it.

On the weekends, I am 
free only on Sundays, when 
the library is closed. Be-
cause the Steinway branch 
cannot serve my needs, I 
rely heavily on the Manhat-

tan library system, which 
has more amenable hours 
for working people.

Effectively, my “local” 
library branch has been 
relocated to 58th Street and 
Lexington Avenue in Man-
hattan — a 20-minute sub-
way ride from the Steinway 
branch.

In these lean economic 
times, more citizens rely on 
the Queens Library for edu-
cation, training and enter-
tainment. More budget cuts 
to the Queens Library sys-
tem will further diminish 
our necessary community 
resources.

I urge Bloomberg and 
the City Council to not 
only reject budget cuts to 
Queens Library, but to in-
crease funding for this vi-
tal institution.

Shaun Randol
Astoria
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Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

A
nother anything-
but-dull week. Last 
week, the Northeast 
Queens Republican 

Club held its March month-
ly meeting at its new place, 
the Clearview Golf Club 
House in Bayside. That is a 
great location for any group 
needing a meeting place 
and is convenient as well.

At this meeting, the 
club used a different for-
mat. It consisted of a panel 
of four young men, each of 
whom was supporting a dif-
ferent Republican presiden-

tial candidate.
Elio Forcina’s man 

was Rick Santorum, Paul 

Neydavood was support-
ing Newt Gingrich, Eric 

Ulrich was solidly behind 
Mitt Romney and Dan 

Halloran’s choice was Ron 

Paul.
Each person spoke 

for about five minutes, ex-
tolling the virtues of his 
candidate and why, in his 
opinion, you should vote for 
him. Afterward, they took 
questions from the floor. It 
was a lively and informa-
tive meeting.

John Watch, you did 
an excellent job providing 
everyone with a most inter-
esting meeting. You are giv-
ing the club a much-needed 
shot in the arm. Keep up 
the good work. I couldn’t 
help but notice that the at-

tendance is getting larger 
at each successive meeting.

Last Thursday evening 
was another fun affair. It 
was Halloran’s Mardi Gras 
birthday party at Bayside’s 
Bourbon Street. It’s a great 
place for a small party. They 
had more than 100 people 
in attendance during the 
course of the evening.

If we didn’t name 
drop, it wouldn’t be gossipy 
fun, so here goes. You had 
Queens Conservative Par-
ty Chairman Tom Long; 
Queens Republican Party 
Chairman Phil Ragusa 
and crew; Grant Lally, 
a Republican with Liber-
tarian and Constitutional 
party connections; Dan 

Peterson from the Young 
Republican Group; and ev-
eryone’s favorite longtime 
Republican senator, Frank 

Padavan. It turned out to 
be a nice mix and everyone 
had a fine time and didn’t 
want to go home. Happy 
birthday, Dan!

At the end of his party, 
Halloran confided in me 
that March 26 at 5 p.m., 
in front of the flag pole in 
Bowne Park, he was sched-
uled to publicly announce 
his candidacy for Gary 

Ackerman’s congressional 
seat. Lots of Luck!

George Maragos 
stopped by Dan’s party lat-
er in the evening for a short 
visit and to wish Dan a hap-
py birthday. When asked, 
George said that no matter 
what, he plans to stay in 
the race for Kirsten Gilli-

brand’s U.S. Senate seat. 
To quote George, “I’m in it 
to win it.” George’s oppo-
nents will be Wendy Long, 

Bob Turner and, of course, 
Gillibrand. An interesting 
line-up. Good luck, George!

On the other hand, let’s 
check out who Halloran is 
facing in his race for Acker-
man’s seat. So far, it seems 
to have narrowed down to 
Grace Meng, Elizabeth 

Crowley and Rory Lanc-

man. Apparently, there 
will be no lackluster politi-
cal season this year.

The political races 
where people have to com-
pete and work hard to get 
elected are always more in-
teresting than when there 
is no opponent and the in-
cumbent automatically gets 
re-elected. In a real race, 
the public likes to think 
they have some input, but 
do they really?

Most of the time your 
choice is limited to which-

ever candidates the parties 
approve of and are willing 
to help. The average voter 
has no idea how much time, 
work and money is involved 
in trying to run a respect-
able campaign.

No matter how many 
flaws our system has, this 
is still the best country 
in the world to live in and 
the most democratic one. 
That’s democratic with a 
small “d,” not the Demo-
cratic Party itself. In spite 
of our many trials and trib-
ulations, who would want 
to live anywhere else?

I look forward to your 
voice mails at 718-767-6484, 
faxes at 718-746-0066 and e-
mails at deerrichard@aol.
com.

Be sure to check out 
the Focus on Queens page.

Till next week, Dee.

Northeast GOP Club holds mock presidential panel

New redistricting lines refl ect Albany’s sham reform

T
he pattern emerging 
has become trans-
parently clear. The 
governor pushes for 

reform, in this case the 
once-a-decade redistrict-
ing of legislative lines, and 
threatens a veto if the state 
Legislature fails to act. The 
Legislature’s public face 
supports the governor’s 
call for reform and avoids 
publicly challenging him.

The Democrat and 
Republican leaders scuttle 
real reform and quietly 
craft their own version of 
Albany reform. They call 
the governor’s bluff, he ca-

pitulates, the bill passes, 
the governor signs it and 
all spin it as a victory for 
reform.

The only problem is 
it’s a sham.

This scenario recently 
played out during the redis-
tricting battle in which for-
mer Mayor Ed Koch, good 
government groups and nu-
merous civic organizations, 
such as Eastern Queens 
United, called on the gover-
nor to veto the gerryman-
dered, incumbent-protected 
legislative lines.

Hundreds of civic ac-
tivists, including myself, 
attended meetings and 
waited for hours at public 
hearings for the chance to 
say a few words in support 
of keeping our communi-
ties united and intact with-
in compact legislative dis-
tricts. The legislative maps 
we opposed sliced and diced 
our neighborhoods and 

communities into blobs on 
a map.

The public hearings 
held by the Legislative Task 
Force on Demographic Re-
search and Reapportion-
ment, the legislative com-
mittee empowered to draw 
the district lines, proved 
to be a dog-and-pony show. 
With scores of civic associ-
ations in attendance, maps 
in hand and community 
leaders providing persua-
sive testimony, one would 
have thought that these 
voices would have had some 
impact on the committee.

Quite the contrary.
Up until the last 

moment, the governor 
threatened to veto these 
community-busting lines 
if they were not drawn by 
an independent, nonpar-
tisan commission. That 
was until the three men in 
a room — state Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver 

(D-Manhattan), state Sen-
ate Majority Leader Dean 
Skelos (R-Rockville Centre) 
and Cuomo — crafted their 
secret deal.

Instead of a veto, the 
governor punted.

To now hear the gov-
ernor spin this as a victory 
for reform by claiming he 
has forged an agreement 
that permanently fixes 
the process by which po-
litically driven legislative 
district lines are drawn 
is preposterous. What he 
actually agreed to was a 
proposed amendment to 
the state constitution that 
replaces the LATFOR com-
mittee,, of currently serv-
ing incumbent hacks, with 
a new panel of non-serving, 
politically appointed hacks 
to draw the new district 
lines.

Yes, the new panel will 
comprise of non-sitting leg-
islators appointed by legis-

lative leaders — the same 
ones who got us into this 
mess in the first place. And 
if the Legislature dislikes 
the lines its own panel cre-
ates, it can vote them down 
and draw the new lines 
themselves. Isn’t that what 
the governor’s fix is sup-
posed to prevent?

This is politics as usu-
al, a sham masquerading 
as reform that will not take 
place until 2022, after the 
next census. The new pro-
cess is as corrupt as the old 
one and is a slap in the face 
to every civic organization 
and activist who has served 
the interests of the commu-
nity rather than the inter-
ests of the politicians. The 
contempt shown by these 
legislators to the communi-
ties they serve is stunning.

Gerrymandered, com-
munity-busting lines were 
drawn by both chambers, 
one controlled by Demo-

crats and the other by Re-
publicans. Both parties 
share the blame. The gov-
ernor could have refused 
to buckle. He could have 
vetoed the lines as he said 
he would do. He could have 
advocated for an indepen-
dent judicial panel to draw 
nonpartisan lines.

Instead, he chose the 
path of political expediency 
and threw us under the bus 
en route to his declaration 
of victory.

But not so fast, Cuomo. 
Eastern Queens United and 
other civic groups recently 
met and will soon announce 
a public rally at the gover-
nor’s office in Manhattan 
calling for real, not sham, 
reform.

Be there and be heard.

Bob 
Friedrich

n

On Point
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Always take what political saviors say with a grain of salt

A
t some time in my ed-
ucation in city pub-
lic schools, either at 
JHS 73 in Maspeth 

or Newtown High School, I 
heard the phrase “the Man 
on the White Horse.”

This characterized 
someone who — fraudu-
lently — would come to the 
rescue of a nation or a busi-
ness in trouble.

During the presiden-
tial campaign, we will hear 
slogans put forth by these 
self-designated saviors of 
our nation. Early in the 
Republican Party prima-
ries, at least one elected of-
ficial walked around with 
signs proclaiming, “Wake 
Up, America, Vote [you fill 

in the blank]!” and “Save 
Family and Country [same 
candidate]!”

Later that same week, 
the candidate told an audi-
ence, “We need a new day 
in Washington. We need a 
new sheriff.”

This candidate made it 
clear she has a secure tele-
phone connection to God.

Another elected of-
ficial felt “more and more 
comfortable every day that 
this is what I’ve been called 
to do. This is what America 
needs.”

This person, not a 
member of the clergy, also 
said, “I truly believe with 
all my heart that God has 
put me in this place at this 
time to do his will.”

He later compared 
himself to the prophet Isa-
iah, who answered a call 
from God.

Another one, also not a 
theologian, said, “I happen 
to believe that God wanted 
me to stay here so I could 

try and make a difference.”
In case you cannot re-

member these chosen ones, 
the first names are Michele, 
James and Herman. How 
soon we forget!

There is a candidate, 
named Richard John, who 
is wrapped up in religion. 
I am not privy to his con-
nection to God, but I have it 
on good authority that his 
wife, who knows her place, 
has said her husband’s suc-
cess is “God’s will” and he 
wants “to make the cul-
ture a better culture, more 
pleasing to God.”

She says he told her, 
“God is calling me.” She 
told him he should run be-
cause “this is God’s will for 
our family.”

Their hook-up to the 
Almighty, it would seem, is 
solid. Since this lady shows 
no signs of individual in-
dependence and since her 
husband has compared 
President Barack Obama 
to Adolf Hitler, you will 

pardon me if I point out 
that her life seems like an 
example of what the Na-
zis praised about women 
in their society: “kinder, 
kuchen und kirke.”

You do not need to 
know German to figure 
that out.

Some of what these peo-
ple have said borders on the 
sacrilegious. We shall hear 
more of this tripe as time 
goes on. I am reminded that 
Albert Einstein said, “God 
does not play dice.”

Of course, we all, or 
most of us, long for a savior, 
right? Someone who will 
come along who will solve 
our problems. They shall 
bring us bread and honey 
without labor on our part 
and health and well-being 
without taxation.

No matter how many 
times these scams are pro-
claimed by politicians, 
there always are some who 
will fall for them. After all, 
someone, somewhere must 

have the magic formula 
which will end our prob-
lems.

In the late 1930s, Ar-
chibald MacLeish, a poet 
and former Librarian of 
Congress, wrote a play 
for radio, “The Fall of the 
City.” It bears out the truth 
of remarks of Cassius to 
Brutus in “Julius Caesar”: 
“It is not in our stars, but in 
ourselves, that we are un-
derlings.”

In the play, an an-
nouncer is broadcasting 
from the main plaza of the 
city, which is filled with 
people. The city is experi-
encing strange happenings 
and the residents are dis-
tressed. Nothing seems to 
be able to help them over-
come a feeling of dread.

A conqueror is coming 
toward them with his army. 
When he enters the city on 
his horse and clad in armor, 
the people prostrate them-
selves. But, when he raises 
his vizor, there is nothing 

there. The announcer re-
veals the emptiness, but the 
people do not see this.

They have ceased to 
care. Their savior has ar-
rived. They shout with 
happiness, “The city of 
masterless men has found a 
master!”

The city has fallen.
Far-fetched? Perhaps. 

But next time you hear the 
words of one of our political 
saviors, make sure there 
is something behind the 
armor of their certainty 
about how they alone can 
save the world. Especially 
watch those references to 
God.

Better still, remember 
what a late friend of ours, 
a political district leader 
in Flushing, said: “Never 
believe what politicians say 
about themselves. Always 
believe what they say about 
their opponents.”

It works every time.

Kenneth 
Kowald 

n

I Sit And 
Look Out

Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations of New Yorkers the freshest milk in the city.
Every day, we transport milk direct from upstate New York farms to our
plant in Queens. We pasteurize the milk,
package it in half pint cartons, and deliver
it to every New York City public school.

When kids go to school, we ensure they’re
given a nutritious lunch time drink option.
We know healthy kids mean better
learning, and Elmhurst Dairy is committed
to providing New York City’s 1.1 million
school children with a healthy choice.

Elmhurst Dairy – the feel�good
choice that’s also fresh!

718�526�3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

Local Milk for Local Schools.
The Healthy Choice.

Buy local.
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Bishop Mitchell Taylor, (r.) founder of the East River Development 
Alliance, is joined by local leaders and Councilman Peter 
Vallone, Jr., (l.) in announcing several steps the community 
planned to take to combat gun violence in Astoria Houses. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Astoria Houses man 
slain by teen: Cops
BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

Two days after a 
23-year-old man was found 
shot in the head at Asto-
ria Houses and his teen-
age neighbor charged with 
murder, community lead-
ers and a city councilman 
pledged to fight the gun vio-
lence they said was plagu-
ing their neighborhood.

“A life is lost and a 
young man is going to jail 
for life,” said Bishop Mitch-
ell Taylor, founder of the 
East River Development 
Alliance, after a news con-
ference in Astoria Houses 
Tuesday afternoon. “We 
are no longer going to stand 
on the sidelines and say, 
‘Well, the police will take 
care of it. Well, this will 
work out by itself.’ It’s not 
going to work out by itself. 
We have to work it out of 
our communities.”

At about 1 p.m. Sun-
day, officers were called to 
403 Astoria Blvd. to investi-
gate the report of an assault 
and found Tysheen Davis 
in the lobby of the building 
where he lived with a gun-
shot wound in his head, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

On Monday, police 
said 19-year-old Lacorey 
Johnson, who lived in the 
same building as Davis 
four floors above, had been 
charged with second-de-
gree murder and criminal 
possession of a weapon in 
Davis’ death.

In response to what 
community leaders called 
an escalation in violence 
in the area, a town hall 
meeting with residents 
was scheduled this week as 
elected officials and civic 
leaders announced plans 
to stop the violence in the 
community.

“It’s worse than I’ve 
ever seen it and I’ve spent 
my entire life a few blocks 
away,” said Councilman 
Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria), citing five shootings 
in October 2011 at Astoria 
Houses — three in the same 
weekend.

Vallone said both the 
114th Precinct and the city 
Housing Authority’s police 
force, the PSA, have com-
mitted to beefing up their 
presence in Astoria Hous-
es.

In addition, commu-
nity leaders pledged to 
support programs geared 
toward the youth, particu-
larly young black and His-
panic men.

Both Vallone and Tay-
lor also said they planned 
to work together with police 
to identify people bringing 
illegal guns into Astoria 
Houses.

“There are people that 
go around to all of these de-
velopments. There is some-
one that comes here to this 
development just like a fruit 
cart, and you can buy a gun 
for $500,” Taylor said. “For 
$500, you can take a life.”

BY REBECCA HENELY

A 33-year-old South 
Ozone Park man pleaded 
guilty to sex trafficking in 
Queens Supreme Court Fri-
day for pimping out an ado-
lescent girl, the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office said.

The sex trafficking 
conviction of Michael Sum-
merville, of 128th Street 
and 135th Avenue, is the 
fifth to come out of the of-
fice since sex trafficking 
became a felony in 2007, 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said. The change in 
classification of the crime 
made its perpetrators sub-
ject to harsher punish-
ments in 2007, the DA said.

Summerville pleaded 
in front of acting Supreme 
Court Judge James Griffin, 
who plans to sentence Sum-
merville to five to 10 years 
in prison, the DA said.

“Today’s guilty plea 
and the promised sentence 
of incarceration will help 
deter others who traffic in 
vulnerable girls by first 
gaining their trust and 
then betraying that trust,” 
the DA said in a statement.

Summerville became 
the friend of a 14-year-old 
runaway, in January 2010, 
the DA said. Sometime 
afterward, Summerville 
had sex with her and then 
pimped her out to others, 
the DA said.

The young woman re-
turned home at an undis-
closed time, but in October 
of that year, when she went 
to Summerville’s home in 
Brooklyn to get a cell phone 
and computer he had taken 
from her, Summerville 
took her to his South Ozone 

Park home, where he be-
gan having sex with her 
and pimping her out again 
while keeping the profits 
for himself, the DA said.

Summerville contin-
ued to abuse the then-15-
year-old girl until Oct. 31, 
2010, when he gave her to 
another pimp, who also had 
sex with her and prosti-
tuted her to others, the DA 
said. The victim eventually 
escaped, the DA said.

The NYPD’s Vice En-
forcement Division found 
Summerville through a 

phone number supplied 
to them by the victim and 
which Summerville also 
used in ads placed on back-
page.com, the DA said. Un-
dercover officers went to 
Summerville’s home Dec. 1, 
2010, where four women of-
fered to have sex with them 
in exchange for $90 per girl, 
the DA said.

After giving one of the 
women $360, she brought it 
to a back room, the DA said. 
When the policemen en-
tered there later, they found 
Summerville with the $360 

in his pants pocket.
Backpage.com, which 

is owned by Village Voice 
Media, has been the subject 
of criticism and a lawsuit al-
leging it does not do enough 
to prevent the promotion of 
juvenile prostitution.

Summerville had been 
held at Rikers Island in lieu 
of a $250,000 bail since his 
arrest, the DA said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Michael Summerville, who lived in this South Ozone Park building, said as part of his guilty plea in court 
that he had prostituted and had sex with a 15-year-old girl in his home. Photo by Nykeema Williams

S Ozone pimp pleads guilty
Man had sex with 14-year-old girl before selling her to others: DA

The ramp leading onto Randall’s Island from the 
Manhattan plaza of the Robert F. Kennedy Bridge will be 
closed to traffic entering the island and become an exit-
only ramp beginning March 12 while repaving work is 
completed. The work is expected to be completed within 
four weeks.

Motorists seeking access to Randall’s Island from 

Manhattan should use the new Randall’s/Ward’s Island 
ramp. Vehicles heading to Randall’s Island from the Har-
lem River lift span should stay right after the toll plaza and 
follow traffic signs to Queens. The ramp is about a quarter 
mile past the toll plaza on the right.

Vehicles will be able to exit the island normally from 
Randall’s Island to Manhattan while this work is done.

Ramp leading onto Randall’s Island from 
RFK Bridge closed for maintenance



  FH

15
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, M

AR. 29-A
PR. 4, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

Rudy’s Pastry Shop, a main-
stay in the Ridgewood, Queens 
Community for over 70 years, 
recently remodeled and ex-
panded the bakery to include 
a café. Now patrons can sit 
and enjoy a variety of pastries, 
cakes and other delicacies in a 
newly designed old world atmo-
sphere. Now the German word 
“Konditorei” displayed on its 
awning that translates to “pas-
try shop with a place to sit and 
eat” has become a reality. “This 
is a great addition to the Myrtle 
Avenue Business Improvement 
District. We hope the new Rudy’s 
Pastry Shop & Café, which now 
also includes an espresso bar, 
will be enjoyed by everyone in 
the community for many years 
to come. We commend Toni, 
owner of Rudy’s, for her energy 

and creativity,” said Theodore 
M. Renz, Executive Director of 
the Myrtle Avenue Business Im-
provement District. 

COUNCIL MEMBER DIANA REYNA AND OTHER QUEENS 
ELECTED OFFICIALS CELEBRATE THE REOPENING OF ICONIC 

RIDGEWOOD BAKERY, RUDY’S PASTRY SHOP & CAFÉ

Family-owned Rudy’s Pastry Shop celebrates reopening and over 75 years in Ridgewood

ADVERTISEMENT

BY REBECCA HENELY

Although the plan was 
almost derailed more than a 
year ago, City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) celebrated with 
government officials and 
civic leaders last Thurs-
day the sale of the Garden 
School’s playground to the 
city.

“Finally, after a long 
process, we have a new 
park for Jackson Heights,” 
Dromm said.

The councilman had 
been instrumental in en-
suring that the playground 
was sold to the city and not 
to a developer.

He announced the $6 
million sale at the site of 
the playground, at 79th 
Street between 34th Av-
enue and Northern Boule-
vard, with Deputy Mayor 
Howard Wolfson, Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
and members of the Garden 
School’s board, Jackson 

Heights Green Alliance and 
the Jackson Heights Beau-
tification Group, among 
others.

“This was a wonderful 
collaboration between the 
city, community members 
and our private school,” 
said Garden School Head-
master Dr. Richard Ma-
rotta in a statement about 
the process.

The Garden School, a 
private K-12 institution at 
33-16 79th St., had been plan-
ning to sell its playground 
to stave off revenue losses. 
Dromm secured $4 million 
and Marshall secured $1 
million for the purpose, 
but the land needed to go 
through the months-long 
Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure, and in Decem-
ber 2010 the school put the 
land up on the market for 
$5.5 million.

In response, commu-
nity members mobilized 
through a fund set up by 
the Jackson Heights Green 

Alliance to pay the school’s 
immediate expenses. The 
alliance raised $500,000 in 
three months and received 
$1 million from a private 
foundation.

At the same time, Wolf-
son worked to negotiate 

the sale with the Garden 
School’s leaders. The may-
or’s office also contributed 
the final $1 million to the 
purchase of the parkland.

“We are ecstatic to be 
getting more parkland in 
our neighborhood,” Will 

Sweeney, of the alliance, 
said in a statement. “This 
cherished space will be 
enjoyed by generations of 
Jackson Heights residents 
and families to come.”

As a city-owned park 
space, the playground will 

be used exclusively by Gar-
den School students from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. while school 
is in session. Dromm said 
the city plans to make im-
provements to the play-
ground, but he needs to se-
cure more capital and that 
it will not happen until at 
least a year.

The councilman said 
78th Street between 34th 
Avenue and Northern Bou-
levard is set to be closed to 
become a permanent play 
street. The closure com-
bined with the purchase 
of the playground would 
double the park space in his 
congested district, which 
is currently 50th out of 51 
districts in terms of park 
acreage.

“We have a lot of work 
ahead of us, but what’s so 
wonderful is that we have 
now signed on the dotted 
line and this is a done deal,” 
Dromm said.

Dromm seals deal on new Jax Hts green space

Garden School Headmaster Richard Marotta (c.) shakes hands with Councilman Daniel Dromm (sec-
ond from r.) and Borough President Helen Marshall (r.) over the city’s purchase of the Garden School’s 
playground. Deputy Mayor Howard Wolfson (third from l.) was also instrumental in the sale. 

Photo courtesy Daniel Dromm

Feds send dad home to family
instead of back to Bangladesh

BY REBECCA HENELY

A Sunnyside man who was being held 
in a detention center in New Jersey since 
February and set to be deported back to 
Bangladesh was released to his family Fri-
day.

Mohammad Anwarul Islam, who fled 
to the United States in 1991 due to political 
reasons, lives at 42nd Street and 43rd Av-
enue in Sunnyside with his wife, Lipiara 
Begum, and three daughters: 5-year-old Af-
nan Fazia and 20-month-old twins Afrina 
Anwar Farah and Afsa Anwar Zarah.

Islam had tried to get political asylum 
in 2010, but it was denied and he did not fol-
low up properly.

As a result, Islam was arrested Feb. 10 
and held in the Delaney Detention Center 
in Essex County, N.J. While he was held 
for more than a month, community activ-
ists advocated for him to be released while 
neighbors helped Begum, who took care of 
the three young children by herself.

“It’s a great feeling,” said Islam’s wife, 
Lipiara Begum. “We are so happy and I am 
also happy about my daughters because 

they’re happy.”
Begum said her husband has a meet-

ing with immigration officials at Federal 
Plaza in Manhattan next month.

Islam’s wife is a permanent resident 
and passed her citizenship test April 7, 
2011, but had not yet taken her oath. Advo-
cates for the family hope Islam will be able 
to become a citizen after his wife takes the 
oath.

Lipiara Begum (r.) had been miserable before her 
husband was released from a New Jersey deten-
tion center. She had been taking care of an older 
daughter and her twins, Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah (both l.).
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dent that their findings will 
help improve the safety and 
well-being of equine ath-
letes racing in New York.”

Wayne Johnson, a 
Brooklyn-based animal 
rights activist, said he plans 
to launch a Facebook page 
and a website to protest all 
future races at Aqueduct 
until a root cause for the 
deaths is identified.

Last year, Aqueduct 
averaged 5.5 injury inci-
dents per 1,000 stats, but 
that number jumped to 
6.4 in 2011, according to a 
report in The New York 
Times. The nationwide av-
erage is 5.2, according to 
the newspaper.

A representative for 

NYRA said horse racing of-
ficials welcome the inquiry 
as a safe racing environ-
ment is its “highest prior-
ity.” The next major race at 
Aqueduct is the 88th run-
ning of the Wood Memorial, 
scheduled for April 7.

“They [the panel] pos-
sess the knowledge and ex-
pertise needed to perform 
a comprehensive review 
of NYRA’s procedures and 
recommend changes to 
improve safety at all our 
racetracks,” said NYRA 
spokesman Dan Silver, add-
ing that he had no reason to 
suspect the Wood Memorial 
would be delayed.

Aqueduct operates 
on the grounds of Resorts 
World Casino New York 
City, which opened its 
doors last October  after a 
complete overhaul of the 
facility. While the gaming 

company remains sepa-
rate from the racetrack ac-
tivities, spokesman Stefan 
Friedman acknowledged 
that the company has a 
vested interest in the safety 
of the animals racing at Aq-
ueduct.

“While we have no say 
in any decisions, rules or 
actions regarding racing, 
we fully share the concerns 
that New Yorkers have ex-
pressed over revelations of 
tragic outcomes at horse 
racing facilities both here 
and across the country,” he 
said.

Equine safety has re-
cently become national 
news after HBO announced 
the cancellation of the 
horse racing-themed show 
“Luck” after a rash of horse 
deaths and poor ratings.

 

Assemblyman Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) and 
then-state Sen. Serphin 
Maltese, but the approval 
process has proved diffi-
cult as the state has yet to 
release those funds, due to 
the myriad budget issues 
that have plagued the state 
since the building was dis-
mantled in 2008

Holden said the fate 
of St. Saviour’s hinges on 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who 
has the power to direct the 
funds to the project to save 
the church.

“We have the land and 
we have the grants — we 
just need the cash,” said 
Holden, who also heads 
Save St. Saviour’s Inc., an 
organization that receives 
donations for the nearly 
two-century-old church.  
“That money could go a 
long way in helping us re-
lieve this problem, but Cuo-
mo will not release it.”

Cuomo’s office did not 
respond to repeated re-
quests for comment.

Clearing the donated 
land, moving the church 
from the Galasso property 
and storing it at the new site 
would cost close to $70,000, 
according to Holden.

“The state government 
has stopped everything 
from flowing,” said Hold-
en, who also said Galasso 

Trucking has been ex-
tremely gracious through-
out this entire process.

Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) took on 
the task of trying to expe-
dite the state’s approval 
and financial allocation 
process, but has hit many 
of the same barriers as his 
predecessor Maltese.

Addabbo did say, how-
ever, that they money is 
still there.

“It’s really unfortu-
nate that the money is still 
sitting waiting to be put to 
use,” he said. “Sometimes 
money that’s supposed to go 
to our communities ends up 
as part of a political game.”

St. Saviour’s Church 
was built in 1847 in the Car-
penter Gothic  style by re-
nowned architect Richard 
Upjohn, who also designed 
Trinity Church in Lower 
Manhattan.

“If we lose this build-
ing, we lose a big part of the 
history of Queens,” Holden 
said. “After everything 
we went through saving it 
from the wrecking ball, los-
ing it now would be nothing 
short of tragic. And I hope 
that the governor moves the 
process along and releases 
the funds we need.”

Holden said anyone 
interested in donating 
to Save St. Saviour’s Inc. 
should call 718-651-5865 for 
information.

roof, down the side of the 
house and onto the street.

“This guy [Arora] is 
a scofflaw and he brings 
down the quality of life in 
the neighborhood,” Holden 
said. “This type of problem 
is a cancer that will spread 
through the rest of the 
neighborhood.”

Holden said he has 
brought the issue to City 

Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage) on numerous occa-
sions, but she has yet to 
take action. When reached 
for comment, Crowley said 
this house is one of several 
in the district that she con-
siders unsafe.

“We have seen several 
houses in this district that 
are both unsightly and un-
safe, including this one,” 
she said. “The Department 
of Buildings does not have 
nearly enough power to en-
force corrections or compli-

ance with existing laws and 
I think the city should con-
sider working with the De-
partment of Finance to add 
egregious violators, like 
this, to the lien sale list.”

A DOB representative 
said the department will 
continue to monitor the 
house and the homeowner 
can expect many future 
visits to the site.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Horse deaths are on the rise at Aqueduct Racetrack, and now the governor is launching an investiga-
tion to find out why.

An artist’s rendering of St. Saviour’s Church as it might stand on 
donated land in Middle Village. Photo courtesy Bob Holden

Continued from Page 1

Horses

Continued from Page 2

Eyesore

Continued from Page 1

St. Saviour

The Police Athletic League is look-
ing for volunteers to continue its mission 
of serving New York City’s young people 
by donating their time and talents to help 
serve Queens youngsters at PAL’s Redfern 
Cornerstone and Far Rockaway Beacon 
in Arverne-Far Rockaway, PAL’s Edward 
Byrne Center in South Jamaica and PS 214 
in Flushing.

PAL Centers in Queens offer a wide 
range of opportunities for volunteers of 
all talents. PAL’s Redfern Cornerstone and 
Far Rockaway Beacon are looking for peo-
ple to participate in a center cleanup day. 
Volunteers are needed to tutor and mentor 
young people during the after-school pro-
gram’s daily homework help sessions.

In addition, individuals can also do-

nate their time assisting the many special 
events held at PAL Centers throughout the 
year. PAL is also seeking professionals to 
give career advice and talk about their own 
careers to young people, as well as guest 
speakers who can share information on a 
specific hobby of interest to youngsters.

To become a volunteer or learn more 
about volunteer opportunities, visit palnyc.
org and click on “Get Involved” under the 
“About Us” tab for an application. Volun-
teers will go through an application pro-
cess that includes an interview, a screen-
ing and an orientation.

For more information, contact PAL 
Volunteer Coordinator Alexandria Sumpt-
er-Delves at 212-477-9450, Ext. 390 or volun-
teer@palnyc.org.

Volunteers needed at boro 
Police Athletic League Centers

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates offered to first
500 Customers till June 4.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

BY PHIL CORSO
 
Removing a contro-

versial piece of land from 
his redrawn 11th District 
won’t silence state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who called for an investiga-
tion over what he suspects 
might be foul play.

In the redistricting 
plan as it stands, Avella’s 
district loses the roughly 
4.5 acres of land on the 
Creedmoor psychiatric 
hospital campus in what 
the senator said could be a 
deliberate attempt to muz-
zle him from sounding off 
over a disputed land deal.

Last year, he called on 
the attorney general and 
inspector general to inves-
tigate the state Dormitory 
Authority’s sale of the land 
 to the Indian Cultural and 
Community Center for $1.8 
million, a fraction of its 
assessed value of $7.3 mil-
lion, in a no-bid deal. The 
center wants to put up two 
nine-story towers of senior 
housing and a community 
center. 

“When I look at the 
proposed new district lines, 
it is blatantly obvious that 
some inappropriate and 
possibly unlawful conduct 
was involved,” Avella said. 
“It appears that somebody 
involved in the redistrict-
ing process had to have 
been influenced by inter-
ested parties for there to 

have been such a flagrant 
attempt to remove the loud-
est voice of opposition to 
this shady land grab.”

After the land was 
sold, Avella went on record 
to repeatedly question the 
transaction and said he 
was shocked to learn the 
property had been “inex-
plicably and surgically 
carved” from his proposed 
new district.

Leaders of more than 
a half dozen civic organi-
zations joined the senator 
at the Sunday news confer-
ence outside Creedmoor on 
Winchester Boulevard and 
area residents to protest 
what he called a murky  re-
districting process.

“There is no legiti-
mate reason why this area, 
which has nearly no voters 
at all, would be removed 
from Sen. Avella’s district,” 
said Richard Hellenbrecht, 
 chairman of the Bellerose 
Commonwealth Civic. “It is 
absolutely outrageous that 
the state Legislature would 
do this. Sen. Avella has 
been at the forefront of this 
issue and has been actively 
ensuring that this curious 
land sale continues to get 
investigated.”

Bob Friedrich, a civic 
leader who organized East-
ern Queens United to fight 
unfair redistricting, said 
there was apparent mal-
practice  getting in the way, 
echoing Hellenbrecht’s sen-

timents.
“This is a manifesta-

tion of the corruption of 
redistricting,” Friedrich 
said. “What happens on 
this Creedmoor campus 
directly affects the com-
munities in the senator’s 
district. There is no reason 
this area should be singled 
out and removed.”

Friedrich said al-
though Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo had celebrated state 
redistricting reform as a 
victory, the changes were 
a “sham masquerading as 
reform.”

Avella said it was im-
portant that the Creedmoor 
property remained in his 
district because it might 
end up in the wrong hands, 
making it difficult for him 
to continue to look into the 
land deal.

“Having to overcome 
another senator’s opinion 
might give us a significant 
disadvantage in this dis-
cussion,” Avella said. “But 
it’s not going to work. It 
just gives us more cause to 
fight.”

Nonetheless, the sena-
tor said he would still run 
in the district the way it 
stands.

“We have no choice but 
to run,” Avella said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

State Sen. Tony Avella (r.) is joined by civic leaders Bob Friedrich, Jerry Wind and Mike O’Keeffe to pro-
test the recently redrawn district lines. Photo by Christina Santucci

New lines silence senator
 on Creedmoor land deal
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People IN THE NEWS COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

Up2Us, a national nonprofit 
leading the movement to advance 
youth sports, has announced that 
Andrea Slavin of Floral Park 
will serve as an Up2Us Coach 
Across America coach at Ameri-
ca SCORES NY in summer 2012.

Ciara Sidell of Fresh Mead-
ows has been named to the fall 
2011 Wheaton College dean’s list.

Nabila Taj of Flushing, 
Jennifer Jimenez of Corona, 
Shanice Hinckson of St. Albans, 
Lorenzo Sewanan of Hollis and 
Richie Khan of Jamaica have re-
ceived fall 2011 faculty honors at 
Trinity College.

Jonathan L. Pierre of East 
Elmhurst has been named to the 
fall 2011 Western New England 
University dean’s list.

Stephanie Windland of 
Holliswood, a student at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, is spending 
the spring 2012 semester studying 
at Wroxton College.

Yarong Lin of Flushing was 
named a presidential scholar for 
the fall 2011 semester at Clarkson 
University.

Parwinder Singh of South 

Richmond Hill was named to 
the Clarkson University fall 2011 
dean’s list.

James Stout of College Point, 
Susan Garrett of Queens Village 
and Andrea Palma of Flushing 
were named to the SUNY Pots-
dam fall 2011 dean’s list.

Abeje Leslie of Jamaica has 
graduated from SUNY Potsdam.

Krystal Quero of Corona, 
Brabim Baral and Zelina San-

tiago of Ridgewood and Lyndsey 

Creed of Flushing were named to 
the fall 2011 SUNY Potsdam presi-
dent’s list.

Shanique Jiles of Jamai-
ca, Yanique Teape of Cambria 
Heights and Anjali Khanna of 
Flushing were named to the fall 
2011 University of Hartford dean’s 
list.

Krupa Patel of Jamaica 
and Elizabeth Pence of Maspeth 
were named to the fall 2011 Get-
tysburg College dean’s list.

Songjia Zhang of Flushing 
has graduated from the Univer-
sity of Toledo.

Hawa Omar of Jamaica was 
named to the fall 2011 Mary Bald-

win College dean’s list.
Emma A. Ahern of Whit-

estone was named to the fall 2011 
Lock Haven University dean’s 
list.

Shelley Park of Flushing 
was named to the fall 2011 Alfred 
University dean’s list.

Helena Mannarino of 
Ridgewood and David Kam of 
Flushing were named to the fall 
2011 The College of New Jersey 
dean’s list.

Charles Russell, son of 
Charles and Josephine Russell

of Ozone Park, was named to the 
fall 2011 Saint Michael’s College 
dean’s list.

Thomas P. Connolly was 
named to the fall 2011 Stonehill 
College dean’s list.

Michael Giaccio of Malba, 
Melissa Wolf of Richmond Hill, 
Kristina Valentino of Maspeth, 
Christina Smolanick of Middle 
Village, Meaghan Kennedy of 
Glendale and Jennifer McCabe

of Douglaston were named to the 
fall 2011 Sacred Heart University 
dean’s list.

George Adams of College 

Point and James Kikel of Glen-
dale were named to the fall 2011 
Springfield College dean’s list.

Praneeth Galipalli of South 
Ozone Park has graduated from 
Missouri State University.

Avery Jones and Larrica 

Porter of Hollis; Christopher 

Laieta of Howard Beach; Otis 

Brumfield, Sufian Chowdhury, 
Felix Martinez and Peta-Gay 

Pearce-Simpson of Jamaica; Lis-

sette Rodriguez of Kew Gardens; 
David Santana of Ozone Park; 
Bethshyna Brue of Rosedale; 
Anitrea Montgomery, Deanett 

Watson-Gayle and Kecia Wil-

liams of St. Albans; and Jacinth 

Gabriel of Springfield Gardens 
were named to the Berkeley Col-
lege fall 2011 president’s list.

Nia A. Albert of Forest Hills 
has passed the Certified Patient 
Care Technician exam at Dover 
Business College.

Li Liang of Fresh Meadows, 
Charissa Ng of Forest Hills, 
Danielle Teutonico of Jackson 
Heights and Carlos Medina of 
Glendale have been named to the 
fall 2011 Tufts University dean’s 
list.

Jaida Triblet of Jamaica 
and Anthony Langone of Flush-
ing have been named to the fall 
2011 DePaul University dean’s 
list.

Fang Wang of Richmond 
Hill has earned high honors for 
the fall 2011 semester at the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire.

Andrew Nunez of East 
Elmhurst and Shannon Browne 

of Middle Village were named 
to the fall 2011 Caldwell College 
dean’s list.

The following have been 
named to the fall 2011 Marist Col-
lege dean’s list: Megan Warne of 
Whitestone, Cristina Giappone 
of Howard Beach, Kelly Velasco 
of Ozone Park, John Lu of Jamai-
ca, Nicolas Fedus of Briarwood, 
Alex Gobright and John Sowul-

ski of Woodhaven, Thomas Mur-

phy of Maspeth, Michelle Cut-

tonaro and Courtney Klopfer 
of Glendale, Nicolas Davis and 
Robert Schule of Flushing and 
Laura Matelsky of Little Neck.

Aaron Huang of Little Neck 
has been named to the fall 2011 
Berklee College of Music dean’s 
list.

Stephanie Windland of Hol-
liswood and Laquanique Lake of 
Jamaica have been named to the 
Fairleigh Dickinson University’s 
College at Florham fall 2011 hon-
or’s list.

Natasha A. Bennett of Ja-
maica and Jamie M. Caroccio of 
East Elmhurst have been named 
to the St. Lawrence University 
fall 2011 dean’s list.

Suchao Li of Flushing has 
graduated from the University of 
New Haven.

Ruby Benn, daughter of 
Beatrice Benn of Corona; Gary 

Chin, son of Michael Chin and 
Mei Yim Chin of East Elmhurst; 
Lillie Fleshler, daughter of Dan-

iel Fleshler and Lisa Reswick of 
Jackson Heights; Yeimmy Tor-

rez, daughter of Virginia Tor-

res of Jamaica; Jessica Blanca, 
daughter of Rosalba Blanca of 
Flushing; and Chris Chae, son 
of Hun and Kyong Chae of Little 
Neck, have been named to the 
Ithaca College School of Humani-
ties and Sciences fall 2011 dean’s 
list.

Meagan Maclaren of Col-
lege Point was named to the 
SUNY Brockport fall 2011 presi-
dent’s list.

Karina Cruz of Maspeth, 
Amanda Williams of South 
Ozone Park, Tabbitha Marti-

nez-Reyes of Jamaica, Tysha 

Llewellyn of St. Albans and Ste-

ven Robinson of Rosedale were 
named to the SUNY Brockport 
fall 2011 dean’s list.

AAAcaddemiicsAcademics

ANDREA SLAVIN

GUARDING THE COAST
The U.S. Coast Guard presented District Attorney Richard Brown (third from l.) with its Employer Support of Guard 
and Reserve Patriot Award in recognition of his outstanding support of QDA Detective and Coast Guard reserve 
John J. Keeley (second from r.). The award was created to recognize employers who support their Guard and 
Reserve employees.
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Presents

code: KCA1

Join us and meet Neil Berg after the show.

Sat, Apr 14, 2012  
@ 8:00 pm
Colden Auditorium 
at Queens College
Tickets: $26 - $28

Broadway at its Best!

w
       K

mirrormirrorfilm.commirrormirrorfilm.com

“HILARIOUS FUN FOR
THE WHOLE FAMILY.”

– DEBBIE LYNN ELIAS, CULVER CITY OBSERVER

“HILARIOUS FUN FOR
THE WHOLE FAMILY.”

– DEBBIE LYNN ELIAS, CULVER CITY OBSERVER

STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 30TH AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE!
NO PASSES ACCEPTED

Save on combo tickets with LIRR & Metro North at MTA.com  
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at autoshowny.com 
RECORDED INFO: 800.282.3336

For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association

BUY TICKETS ONLINE
autoshowny.com

Save Time!

Javits Convention Center
Mon-Sat: 10am-10pm Sun: 10am-7pm

APRIL

6-15
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FREE ESTIMATES ON
ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGa, ETC.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.okgjewelry.com 
“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” WE BUY

GOLD & 
DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

SCAN HERE
FOR OUR WEBSITE

FREE 
REPAIR*

or more

 FREE*

Watch 

w/repair

* Not to be combined with 
any other offer. Expires 

9.30.12

“Be Different” 
Let’s make your next Dream Piece 

of Jewelry a Reality...
Unusual and One-Of-A-Kind Collections

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds
Into Custom Designed Jewelry
to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum
Jewelry Repair On The Premises

Diamond Setting and Sizing 
while you wait. Viewing permitted

Free Prong Checking    
while you wait

UN group honors NE Queens environmentalist
BY PHIL CORSO

Teaching has been a 
major part of her life for de-
cades, and when it comes to 
children, there’s one topic 
Dr. Aline Euler said was 
critical to the future.

“It’s important to 
make sure that the young 
generation understands 
nature so they can protect 
and preserve it,” Euler said 
to a packed theater inside 
the Queens Museum of Art 
in Flushing. “We need to 
take care of our resources 
and not plunder them.”

Euler is the director of 
education for Little Neck’s 
Alley Pond Environmental 
Center and lives in Bayside, 
which explains why she 
drew a large crowd when 
honored by the United Na-
tions Association’s Queens 
chapter Saturday after-
noon. The ceremony was 
part of an Earth Day cer-
emony, marking the begin-
ning of spring and raising 

environmental awareness.
UNA President John 

Tandana said Euler was 
being honored for “help-
ing make APEC what it is 
today,” through decades 

of dedication and teaching 
children about their envi-
ronment.

“Aline became involved 
early on with APEC and she 
never left,” Tandana said. 

“She believes young people 
can maintain the right atti-
tude for life if taught at an 
early age.”

Margaret Shannon, of 
the UNA, introduced Euler 

before she accepted her rec-
ognition and said her work 
with APEC was invaluable.

“We hope she contin-
ues to change the world one 
student at a time,” Shannon 
said. “We all benefit from 
her work.”

The Alley Pond En-
vironmental Center is a 
nonprofit environmental 
organization dedicated 
to teaching children and 
adults in the New York 
area. In doing so, the group 
also works to preserve Lit-
tle Neck’s roughly 65-acre 
Alley Pond Park.

“When you’re there, 
you don’t feel like you’re in 
New York City,” Tandana 
said.

Euler accepted her 
award in the company of 
various APEC members as 
well as former state Sen. 
Frank Padavan. She said 
the former senator was the 
first to provide APEC with 
significant funding and 
was critical to the group’s 

growth in recent years.
The Earth Day cer-

emony also included a 
minute of silence for peace 
accompanied by a bell ring-
ing, from which the group 
marked the beginning of 
spring. There were various 
performances, including a 
Wianek Polish folk dance, a 
piano recital by Anh Nguy-
en, a cello performance 
from Jacob Cohen and a 
children’s choir.

Upon receiving her 
award of recognition, Euler 
spoke of APEC’s growing 
reach through various edu-
cational programs, which 
included thousands of chil-
dren.

“It’s our young chil-
dren who will have to fight 
to save the planet,” Euler 
said, speaking of a planet 
that has grown to almost 
7 billion people, depleting 
natural resources. “We 
all could do something to 
help.”

Dr. Aline Euler (c.), of Little Neck’s Alley Pond Environmental Center, accepts her Earth Day award 
from the United Nations Association’s Queens chapter. Photo by Phil Corso
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 SETTLING INTO A
 COMFORTABLE SEAT. 
 NOT SETTLING.
Offering BusinessElite® service on select coast-to-coast routes refl ects our belief that if 

you’re going to go the distance, so should we. That’s why you can unwind with amenities 

usually reserved for international travel on seven daily fl ights from JFK to LAX and fi ve to SFO. 

It’s a range of perks including in-fl ight Wi-Fi, menus curated by renowned chef Michael Chiarello, 

and one of the most luxurious seats available at 35,000 feet. After all, when you’re fl ying 

cross-country, you should fi nd comfort, not compromise.

 DELTA.COM

Wi-Fi service available for purchase on JFK-LAX and JFK-SFO fl ights.
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Going Green in Queens
Al Oerter Recreation Center served as the site for the annual Going Green in Queens Saturday. (Clockwise 
from top l.) Linda Gordon (l.) and Rebecca Kern, both from The Small Craft Association, try to recruit volun-
teers as Luca Stone (r.) signs up; Rego Park Ellis Rubin pets a bearded dragon from Alley Pond Environmental 
Center; FDNY instructor Keira Betty (r.) from the department’s Mobile CPR Unit leads a demonstration; Gina 
Baldwin, project coordinator for NYC compost Project in Queens, holds worms; Mabel Castillo (c.) and her sons 
Christopher and Alex Pisfil look at animal skins; tables are set up in a grid; and Jon Klar, (l.) from the Office of 
Recycling Outreach & Education, describes recyclable items. Photos by Christina Santucci
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Free • Confi dential • Interpretation Available

I have a question about
my child’s medicine.

NEW YORK CITY
POISON CONTROL CENTER
1-800-222-1222

We are here to help.

Lynda D. Curtis
Sr. V.P. and Executive Director
Bellevue Hospital Center

or call 311 and ask for the Poison Control Center
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N.E. QUEENS REPUBLICAN CLUB MARCH MEETING AT CLEARVIEW CLUB HOUSE

JIM WYRNN’S RECEPTION AT HARBOR LIGHTS AT SOUTH STREET SEAPORT

DAN HALLORAN’S MARDI GRAS BIRTHDAY PARTY AT BORBON STREET IN BAYSIDE

2

2

2

1

1

1

6

10

5

9

3

3

3

7

11

4

4

4

8

12

Frank Padavan, Elio Forcina and Justin 
Alick

Jim Wyrnn with Kiristina and Gary 
Arabian

Dan Halloran, Frank Padavan, Vito 
Palmieri and Tom Long

Halloran and loyal supporter, Simon 
Cheung

Chrissy Voskerichian and Halloran

Elio Forcina, Paul Neydavood, Eric Ulrich 
and Dan Halloran (the speakers panel)

Michael Carrol, Maura Wrynn and John 
Kelly

Tim Furey, Grant Lally, Halloran, Vito 
Palmieri

George Maragos, Halloran and Vinny 
Tabone

Tim Furey and Dan Peterson

John Watch, the N.E.Q.R.C. President

Peter O’Donohue, Maureen Healy and 
Steven Paynter

Tom Long and Dee Richard

Dan and his birthday cake

Vito Palmieri, Dan Peterson and George 
Maragos

John Haggerty, John Watch, Tony 
Nunziato and Justin Alick

Ted Tobias, Donna Furey, Chris Downes, 
guest and Sean Downes

Greg Sullivan and Dan Halloran, two lads 
from the old sod

Vinny Tabone, Joe Kasper, Halloran, Bob Hornak, Phil 
Ragusa, Kimon Thermos and Tim Furey

George Maragos and Robert Beltrani

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings

 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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BY JOANNA LEEFER

Nursing home. The very words strike fear in the 
minds of the elderly and their families. We hear the 
words and imagine residents languishing in beds or 
wheelchairs, forgotten and alone.

The good news is that picture is false. In the past, 
many nursing homes were substandard. Today, however, 
nursing homes are government-regulated and, as a result, 
much better and safer. There may still be a few bad nursing 
homes out there, but they’re the exceptions, not the rule.

Below are some commonly held beliefs about nursing 
homes. Test your knowledge by checking which statements 
are true or false:

True or false? The average nursing home is dingy and 
poorly maintained.

False. In 1987, the Federal Government passed the Nurs-
ing Home Reform Act, which set strict operating guidelines 
for nursing homes across the United States. Every 12 to 15 
months, a state-appointed inspection team visits and evalu-
ates each nursing home, using a checklist of more than 150 
regulatory issues. The list covers everything from food prep-
aration standards and general cleanliness, to signs of physi-
cal and mental abuse. If the team identifi es a violation, it 
issues a defi ciency citation that records its severity, and re-
quests a report from the facility describing how the problem 
will be solved.  

True or false? Nursing homes are only for people who 
are terminally ill. 

False. Although nursing homes do offer long-
term care for the chronically ill, they also offer 
short-term care for people who are convalesc-
ing after a hospital stay. These rehabilita-
tion, or rehab patients, receive physical, oc-
cupational, and speech therapy as needed, 
along with other kinds of restorative care. 
Rehab patients usually stay in a nursing 
home for 100 days or less, and then return 
to the community.

Continued on Page 34

Nursing home mythsNursing home myths
The elder care facilities of today are not 
the scary, isolated environs of yesterday
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Neck Pain
Sciatica
Low Back Pain
Arm/Wrist/Hand 
Pain
Headaches
Hip/Leg Pain
Herniated Discs

Scoliosis
Shoulder Pain
Irritability
Stress Reduction
TMJ
Sports Injuries
Running & 
Exercise Injuries

Work-Related Injuries & Car Accidents

We treat...Chiropractic

Physical Therapy

Rehabilitation

Natural Medicine

Lymph Therapy
Most Insurance Plans Accepted. Medicare

Best Management with Natural Holistic Power

    Natural Holistic Power

  Manhattan
Tel: 212-736-1234
12 W. 32nd St. 2Fl.
New York, NY 10001

 Woodside 
65-48 Woodside Ave.
Woodside, NY 11377

Coming Soon   

Little Neck
Tel: 718-279-1234

FREE 
Consultation
with this ad. 

Call for an 
Appointment.
Offer expires 

in 30 days.

Visit us online: 
www.anmcn.org

Or email us: 
chirolymph@gmail.com

$2350/month

CUDLEY’S HOME CARE SERVICES, INC.
Would like to ease your transition back into the comfort of your home, or 
provide assistance to you in remaining independent as possible at home. 

Cudley’s provides home care services tailored to meet your needs. 
We are also licensed, bonded and insured for your protection.
To help ensure quality services each Personal Care Aide or 

Home Health Aide is fully trained and certified. 
Conducting criminal background checks is a standard practice at 

Cudley’s agency for all home care workers.
Serving all five boroughs.

We have a diverse population of aides, including Spanish speaking aides.

Phone: 718-401-2231  www.cudleys.com
CUDLEY’S TRAINING PROGRAM 

Plenty of Jobs Available for PCAs, HHAs CNA CLASSES DAY, EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

Se habla español    Bronx Location   391 E. 149th St. @3rd Ave.  Suite 521   718-401-9298

 

Are You....
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Today’s families are more geographi-
cally diverse than ever before. Whereas it 
was once common for families to remain 
in the same city or state for generations, 
nowadays families routinely spread out 
across the country, if not the world. Thanks 
to technological advancements that make 
it easier than ever before to stay in touch, 
families today can still thrive and stay 
close even if they live hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of miles away from one another.

One issue facing many families that 
have chosen to spread out is how to help 
Mom and Dad when they reach the age 
where they need their adult children’s help. 
While this wasn’t a problem for the families 
of yesteryear, it is a genuine concern for 
adults who live far away from their parents. 
Fortunately, there are ways to be there for 
your elderly parents even when you can’t 
physically be there for them.

• Speak to your parents about what 

they need. While some parents might not 
be able to realistically assess their needs, 
children should speak to their parents when 
making decisions about their care. Adults 
who live far away from their parents might 
not know exactly what their parents need, 

so discuss the problems they might be hav-
ing on a day-to-day basis to determine the 
level of care or assistance they will need.

• Examine fi nances. Managing money 
is often diffi cult for seniors who have had 
an accident or are dealing with a serious 
medical condition. Seniors might forget to 
pay bills or be struggling to manage money 
with the escalating costs of prescription 

medications and health care in general.
To help avoid missed bills, adult chil-

dren can utilize online bill paying offered 
by many banks, wherein bills are automati-
cally paid each month on their due date 
by simply being deducted from a given ac-
count. Adult children can also consult a fi -
nancial adviser to develop a plan that gives 
seniors access to their money while ensur-

ing it will still be there when they need it.
• Research community resources. 

Many communities provide adequate re-
sources for the elderly who might be in-
capacitated or otherwise need assistance. 
Programs such as Meals on Wheels can be 
a great assistance to long-distance caregiv-
ers concerned about their elderly parents. 
People can consult with the Department of 
Health and Human Services or visit www.
Eldercare.gov and use their eldercare loca-
tor to fi nd local agencies designed to help 
older persons and their families access 
community-based services including trans-
portation, meal delivery and homecare.

• Stay in touch with seniors’ physi-

cians. One way to monitor elderly parents 
from far away is to keep in frequent contact 
with their physicians. Discuss the situation 
with your parents’ physicians in person, 
and ask to be kept abreast of any changes 
in their health that might require altering 
their daily routines or homecare sched-
ules.

For additional tips or information on 
helping elderly parents from afar, visit the 
U.S. Administration on Aging website at 
www.aoa.gov.

Caring for the needs of long-distance family

Medicare offers 100% coverage for 
a variety of preventive health services:

Annual Wellness Visit

Alcohol Misuse Counseling

Smoking Cessation Counseling 

Behavioral Therapy for Cardiovascular Disease

Depression Screening

Obesity Screening and Counseling

Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI)
Screening and Counseling

and more 

Free, impartial, expert guidance for your Medicare questions:
NYC Health Insurance Counseling and Assistance Program [HIICAP]

For more information on HIICAP services,
call 311 and ask for HIICAP 

or visit us on the web at www.nyc.gov/aging. 
Informacion disponsible en espanol – llame al 311

Talk to your doctor
about preventive services 

covered by Medicare.

Department for 
the Aging
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At some point in a person’s life, 
he probably will spend time in a 
hospital and have to transition 
home after recovery. For seniors 
this is a common occurrence and 
one that can be particularly trou-
blesome. A little planning can 
make the process easier on the pa-
tient and the caregiver.

• Plan early. Learn when the 
discharge date will be and fi nd out 
what will be needed at home. Talk 
with hospital staff about what 
equipment can make recovery 
at home easier. A caregiver may 
get recommendations on nearby 
medical supply stores and other 
vendors that can provide what’s 
needed, such as visiting nurses.

• Rearrange the home. Cer-
tain things at home may need to 
be changed depending on why the 
person was hospitalized. Individ-
uals with crutches or in a wheel-
chair may need extra space made 

in the home to travel safely. If the 
patient normally sleeps upstairs, 
a bed may need to be set up down-
stairs instead. Ramps may need to 
be installed over stairs as well.

• Make a list. Keep a list of im-
portant phone numbers, includ-
ing the doctor and the local phar-
macy, on a central list so that it is 
easy to contact the person in case 
of an emergency.

• Expect extra costs. Some 
procedures may be covered by 
health insurance, others may 
not. Family members may have 
to rally together to offset costs for 
medical care outside the realm of 
insurance.

• Get help. Many family mem-
bers want to be the sole caregiver 
for a parent or spouse who has left 
the hospital. But the demands of 
around-the-clock care can some-
times be overwhelming. Caregiv-
ers should not be embarrassed to 

ask for help, even if that means 
hiring a professional. Providing 
the best care for the patient should 
be the priority.

• Patient support. The newly 
discharged patient may have 
mixed feelings about being at 
home and fawned over. Therefore, 
caregivers should tread lightly to 
develop a strategy that works well 
for everyone. 

Plan ahead for health recovery in the home

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“Before my sister Cookie arrived at Calvary with terminal lung cancer, 
we suffered the excruciating pain with her each and every day. But once 
at Calvary, they did everything to relieve her pain. And because of that, 
they also relieved our anxieties and mental anguish. She was treated 
with care, sensitivity, devotion and many hugs. And so were we. In her 
final days, you gave her peace, comfort and dignity, and allowed me 
to be her sister again. We knew that you had the reputation of being 
the very best there is at treating the pain of a patient. But what we 
never knew was that you are also the best at relieving the pain that 
we, Cookie’s family, had. You will always be more than just a hospital 
to us. You will always be a member of our family. Thank you, Calvary.”

- Lonnie Weigele

“We always heard that Calvary Hospital was the best at treating pain. 
But we had no idea you would relieve our family’s pain as well.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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Turn on the television 
and you’re likely to be in-
undated with commercials 
for the latest prescription 
medications that should be 
discussed with a doctor. Ac-
cording to “Generation Rx: 
How Prescription Drugs 
Are Altering American 
Lives, Minds, and Bodies,” 
by Greg Crister, the average 
number of prescriptions 
drugs taken per person, an-
nually, in 2004 was 12. It is 
estimated that people will 
spend more than $400 bil-
lion on prescription drugs 
by the end of 2011. Individu-
als who take multiple medi-
cations may fi nd it diffi cult 
to manage them all.

The challenge of manag-
ing medications can be dif-
fi cult for anyone, but par-
ticularly for seniors. Some 
organizational strategies 
and a little help from others 
may be the keys to getting 
meds straight.

First and foremost, it’s 
important that doctors and 
pharmacists know of all the 
medications that are being 
taken. It’s a good idea to use 
one pharmacy to fi ll pre-
scriptions. This way it will 
have a record of medication 
use and can alert to drug in-
teractions that may be dan-
gerous, which could other-
wise go undetected. And 
remember, over-the-coun-
ter supplements, vitamins 
and medicines count, too. 
They should be mentioned 
at the doctor’s offi ce or, at 
the very least, when getting 
a new prescription fi lled at 
the pharmacy. Herbal reme-
dies and other items — even 
foods — can interact with 
certain drugs. For example, 
it’s best to avoid grapefruit 
juice while taking many of 
the cholesterol-lowering st-

atins available.
Purchasing a medica-

tion organizer can be the 
next step to getting drugs 
in check. There are a num-
ber of different styles and 
sizes available. Seniors 
may want to enlist the help 
of a family member to sort 
through pills at the begin-
ning of each week and place 
the right pills in each com-
partment.

Knowing which days 
to take each medication is 
sometimes not enough. Cer-
tain medications must be 
taken at different intervals 
each day, often inviting 
confusion. A chart listing 
the times of each medica-
tion posted next to where 
the prescriptions are kept 

can help. A watch with a 
timer or an alarm clock can 
be programmed to chime 
as a reminder. Tech-savvy 
people can program smart-
phones or PDAs with re-
minders to alert when it’s 
time to take a pill. There 
are even advanced pill dis-
pensing systems that can 
be programmed to dispense 
medication according to a 
set schedule. 

Those who are worried 
about an elderly relative 
can enlist the help of medi-
cation reminder services 
that can call or message a 
person to keep track of pills. 
They also may provide re-
minders about doctors’ ap-
pointments.

There are a number of 
options available to help 
make organizing care a lit-
tle easier. Safety should be 
the top priority when there 
are many different medica-
tions that need to be taken. 

Managing medication 
can be a challenge

JO
N
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ANOR ON THE SO

U
N
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1836 – 2012

175175175175
YEARS OF SERVICE

OVER

Frustrated Over the High Cost of Senior Living?

JONES MANOR 
on the Sound

AFFORDABLE SENIOR LIVING
In a Caring, Friendly Environment

The option you never thought possible

Senior Day Care
Respite

Long Term Care

Jones Manor on the Sound
Jones Manor is a 501(c)3 organization

59 Bayville Ave. Bayville, NY 11709
516.628.1350 • www.JonesManor.com • Est 1836 

Jones Manor on the Sound provides a great
alternative to the expensive chain operated
‘senior living’ complex. Jones Manor makes 
it possible for seniors to continue living close
to their families while maintaining an 
independent environment. 

Jones Manor on the Sound is located in 
beautiful Bayville, New York on an estate 
overlooking Long Island Sound.  

You are invited to arrange for a visit, enjoy the
views, have lunch in our dining room, or a 
picnic on the grounds.

M
M
D
10
53
1
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They’re the signs and symptoms of 
getting older no one likes to admit 
or talk about: the indignities that 

are often a normal part of aging, such as 
problems with balance or sleeping, mem-
ory lapses, frequent urination, or incon-
tinence. They may not be as debilitating 
as a chronic illness, but they can take a 
profound toll on those affl icted, as well as 
their caregivers and family members.

The symptoms of aging might not be 
curable, but with certain strategies you 
can lessen their impact on your life, says 
Registered Nurse Xiomara Almanzar, a 
nurse care manager with VNSNY CHOICE 
Health Plans. VNSNY CHOICE, a special 
plan from the not-for-profi t Visiting Nurse 
Service of New York, was created espe-
cially for New York seniors who are eligi-
ble for Medicaid or Medicare and want to 
live independently in their own homes as 
they face the challenges of getting older in-
stead of moving to a nursing home.  

 “The fi rst step is to rule out a medi-
cal issue,” says Almanzar. “Some of these 
problems may be symptoms of diseases.” 
For example, if you fi nd yourself in need of 
a bathroom more often than before, sched-

ule an appointment with your physician to 
rule out diabetes or a prostate condition. 
While you’re with your physician, ask 
about coping strategies.  

As you handle these conditions, remem-
ber also to address the emotional issues. 
You may feel shame or embarrassment, 

fear, or even anger.  Let your caregivers or 
family members know when you’re strug-
gling. If you’re patient with yourself and 
with each other, you’re less likely to snap.

Here are some of the more common in-
conveniences of aging and solutions for 
managing them:

MEMORY PROBLEMS
Some cognitive decline is normal, but if 

you’re often overwhelmed trying to follow 

instructions or when faced with making 
decisions, or if you forget important events 
or get disoriented in familiar surround-
ings, see your physician. Some forms of 
cognitive impairment are linked to high 
blood pressure or sleep disorders. 

BLURRY VISION
Trouble focusing may simply mean 

that you need new glasses — or it may be 
a symptom of any number of disorders and 
diseases. See an opthalmalogist to rule out 
a serious problem, and be sure to mention 
any optical changes to your primary phy-
sician to determine if it could be a sign of 
diabetes, a side effect of medication, or pi-
tuitary adenoma, a tumor of the pituitary 
gland that occurs in one of six persons.  

BALANCE ISSUES
Have you added or changed medica-

tions recently? Some drugs can affect bal-
ance. You may also need to rethink your 
footwear, especially if you wear shoes with 
a heel or open backs. 

SLEEP PROBLEMS
Before you ask for a prescription to help 

with sleeping, be sure you’re practicing 
good sleep habits, and remember that as 

we age, we need less sleep. If you’re hav-
ing trouble falling asleep, relax your facial 
muscles, particularly the jaw and eye ar-
eas. 

“If you feel like you’re focusing your 
eyes on something, even though they’re 
closed, you’re using facial muscles,” says 
Almanzar.

ACHY OR STIFF JOINTS (ARTHRITIS)
The pain might make you want to sit 

as still as possible, but exercise can help 
to keep joints fl exible. Stretching and 
range-of-motion exercises can also build 
strength.  

“If you have arthritis in your hands, 
try making a fi st and then stretching out 
your fi ngers,” recommends Almanzar. “If 
your feet ache, pointing and fl exing toes 
and rotating ankles can provide relief.” 
Analgesics can help with pain, as can heat-
ing pads or ice packs.

DIFFICULTY HEARING OR 
RINGING IN THE EARS

Tinnitus affects one in fi ve people, and 
it’s usually a sign of an ear injury, a cir-
culatory disorder, or age-related hearing 
loss, so see your doctor to rule out another 
issue. To reduce the effects, avoid irritants 
like loud noises, as well as nicotine and al-
cohol, which affect circulation.  Soft noises 
— like a fan, gentle music, or a white-noise 
machine — can help mask the ringing.

FREQUENT URINATION
Consider “scheduling” restroom breaks 

so you don’t wait too long. Limit beverages 
and diuretics when you know a restroom 
might be inconvenient. Kegel exercises 
strengthen the muscles in the pelvic fl oor 
and can help to increase bladder control. 

INCONTINENCE
Bowel incontinence can sometimes be 

managed with diet. Keep track of every-
thing you eat for a week or so to identify 
possible trigger foods, and eat frequent, 
smaller meals.  

“Be sure you’re getting enough fi ber 
and water,” advises Almanzar. “Avoiding 
constipation is important. Use the bath-
room before you leave home, and carry a 
change of clothing and a small package of 
wipes in case of accidents.”

For more information about VNSNY 
CHOICE Health Plans from the Visiting 
Nurse Service of New York, please call 
(855) AT-CHOICE, (855) 282-4642, or visit 
www.VNSNYCHOICE.org. For a library 
of caregiver resources, including help-
ful videos, please visit www.VNSNY.org/
caregiver.  

Conquering the signs and symptoms of aging
Lesson their impact on your life

ADVERTISEMENT

The symptoms of aging 
might not be curable, but 

with certain strategies you 
can lessen their impact on 

your life,
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©VNSNY CHOICE 2011

NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

Even if you need help with daily activities like 

bathing and preparing meals . . . even if you need 

the level of care provided in a nursing home . . . 

VNSNY CHOICE has a health plan to keep you safe 

and independent in your own home. We know 

how much that means to you; after all, we’re 

part of the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

   CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE:
  “THIS IS WHERE YOU BELONG”
 1-855-AT-CHOICE (1-855-282-4642)
 TDD/TTY: 1-888-844-5530 
9 am to 5 pm, Monday – Friday 
Or visit www.vnsnychoice.org

For New Yorkers with Medicare and Medicaid

THIS IS WHERE YOU BELONG:In the home you love.In the neighborhood you know.In the health plans created to keep you there.
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Each year, thousands of senior citizens 
are exploited, abused, or neglected. This be-
havior is classifi ed as elder abuse and can 
occur by way of strangers or even family 
members. In many cases, trusted friends 
and members of the family are the perpetra-
tors of the abuse. Elder abuse is something 
widely recognized by courts, and there is 
legislature passed in all 50 states to protect 
against elder abuse.

In terms of what constitutes elder abuse, 
here are offenses that are broadly defi ned 
as abuse and may be punishable.

• Sexual abuse: Nonconsensual sexual 
contact.

• Physical abuse: Pain or injury caused 
to a senior, including injury from restrain-
ing by physical or chemical means.

• Exploitation: Illegal use or conceal-
ment of funds, property, or assets of a se-
nior used for someone else’s benefi t.

• Neglect: The failure to provide neces-

sary resources, such as food, shelter, health 
care, etc. for an elder.

• Abandonment: Failure to perform 
assumed responsibilities by a person who 
promised care or custody of a vulnerable 
elder.

• Emotional abuse: Causing men-
tal pain, anguish or distress to a senior 
through various acts.

• Self-neglect: The failure to perform 
self-care tasks that can threaten one’s own 
health or safety. 

Don’t forget the many forms 
of abuse suffered by elders

True or false? Nursing 
homes mainly serve the fi -
nancially destitute.

False. Nursing homes 
can be very expensive, with 
costs ranging from $10,000 
to $12,000 per month in New 
York. However, most resi-
dents are eligible for Med-
icaid and therefore do not 
have to pay out of their own 
pockets. To qualify for Med-
icaid, a person must meet 
maximum asset and income 
criteria. People with higher 
incomes or asset levels 
must plan ahead to shelter 
their assets. It is important 
to consult a good eldercare 
attorney to fi nd out how to 
proceed. 

True or false? Most 
nursing home residents are 
wheelchair- or bed-bound. 

False. Some nursing 
home residents require 
intensive care, but others 

may only need some super-
vision and assistance per-
forming specifi c daily tasks 
like dressing, walking, or 
eating. Nursing homes can 
offer many people a much 
higher quality of life than 
they would have at home. 
Residents receive three nu-
tritious meals a day, round-
the-clock oversight, and 
housekeeping and access to 

an active social life, if they 
want it. 

Joanna Leefer is an el-
dercare expert. Concerned 
about an aging parent or 
loved one? For a free report, 
“Four helpful tips for re-
searching home care”, visit 
www.joannaleefer.com. 
Leefer’s book, “Empowered 
Caregiving,” will be avail-
able Spring, 2013. 

Continued from Page 27

Nursing home myth

ATTENTION NEW YORKERS 

Are You New to
Medicare?

If so, call us. We provide free, 
impartial and expert information 

about Medicare.  

We can be reached by calling 311; 
just ask for HIICAP. 

HIICAP offers monthly 
Medicare Orientation classes to 
individuals new to Medicare. 

If you are interested in attending, 
please contact our office 

at (212) 442-0922 to register. 
Seating is limited, so call today.
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Diffi cult fi nancial times have forced 
many people young and old to alter their 
lifestyles in order to stay afl oat fi nancially. 
Though unemployment has garnered most 
of the headlines as the economy has strug-
gled the last several years, it’s not just men 
and women of working age who have felt 
the pinch.

In a 2010 study from the University of 
Michigan Law School, researchers found 
that people age 65 and older are the fast-
est-growing segment of the United States 
population seeking bankruptcy protection. 
While there’s no single culprit for the rise 
in bankruptcy fi lings among seniors, the 
state of Florida could offer valuable insight 
as to why the nation’s older citizens are in-
creasingly fi ling for bankruptcy.

Many retirees call Florida home, and 
in the past such retirees could tap into 
their home equity whenever they began to 
struggle fi nancially. However, like most of 
the country, Florida’s housing market is 
depressed, making it less viable for seniors 
to tap into their home equity to solve their 
fi nancial problems. In fact, according to a 
study by the Administrative Offi ce of the 
U.S. Courts, bankruptcy fi lings increased 
by 118 percent in states where the home 
price index decreased.

For many seniors fearful of fi nancial 
struggles, living on a fi xed income can be 
a helpful way of ensuring their future does 
not involve fi ling for bankruptcy. Though 
living on a fi xed income is a defi nite chal-
lenge and certainly offers no guarantee 
that bankruptcy can be avoided, it does 
provide a framework seniors can rely on to 
keep their heads above water during diffi -
cult economic times.

• Make an honest assessment. Living 
on a fi xed income involves being honest 
with yourself and admitting what your re-
sources truly are. Write down any sources 
of income, including Social Security pay-
ments, pension payouts, investments, etc. 
Then write down how much money you 
have in savings or print out a statement of 
all savings accounts.

Once you have an accurate fi gure of 
both income and savings, write down all 
your monthly expenses, including all ex-
penses, no matter how minute they may 
seem. From here you can determine just 
how much you can spend each month.

• Prioritize spending habits. Some ex-

penses, including medications and monthly 
utility bills, will always remain a top pri-
ority. However, seniors who must begin liv-
ing on a fi xed income need to prioritize how 
they spend their discretionary funds. For 
instance, a membership at the local coun-
try club can cost several thousands of dol-
lars per year, whereas the local public golf 
course only charges players each time they 
play. While the country club might have a 
better course, it could be more prudent to 
choose the public course and save the cost 
of a private membership instead.

• Find it for free. Seniors pay for many 
services each month that they could very 
well fi nd for free. For example, in addition 
to books, many local libraries now allow 
members to check out CDs and DVDs at 
no cost. The same also goes for magazines. 
Instead of paying a monthly subscription 
cost, visit the local library and read the 
magazines there for free. If the local library 
does not have your favorite periodical, the 
content could very well be available for free 
online.

• Expect the unexpected. One of the 
worst things that can happen to a person 
on a fi xed income is to encounter an un-
expected cost. This can include an unfore-
seen hospital visit, a costly auto repair, 
or even infl ation that wasn’t factored into 
your initial fi xed income budget. Seniors 
on fi xed incomes should expect such emer-
gencies and save accordingly each month. 
Saving money should never go out of style, 
and those on fi xed incomes should still at-
tempt to save money each month. Coming 
in under budget and making the most of it 
can make the difference between capably 
handling an emergency or being forced to 
consider unattractive alternatives such as 
fi ling for bankruptcy.

For more information on living on a 
fi xed income, visit the AARP at www.
aarp.org.

Budgeting tips for seniors 
on a tight, fi xed income

Participate in a Clinical 
Trial for Parkinson’s 

Disease

Beth Israel Medical Center is currently conducting a 
research study of an investigational medication to treat 
patients with Parkinson’s disease and low blood pressure 
upon standing or after standing also known as Orthostatic 
Hypotension.  Symptoms may include DIZZINESS, LIGHT 
HEADEDNESS, FEELING FAINT, or FAINTING upon 
standing or after standing.  

Participants should be 18 years or older, diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease, and suffer from symptoms resulting 
from low blood pressure upon standing or after standing.  
Do these symptoms severely limit you or a loved-one’s 
daily activities?  Be a part of our efforts to investigate 
a medication that may help people with Orthostatic 
Hypotension get back on their feet.
 
Those who qualify for this clinical research study may 
receive:
-Study-related materials and procedures at no cost
-Compensation for participation and travel.

For More Information about this study, 
call Beth Israel Medical Center  at 212-844-6571.
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LOVE THE PAIR 
YOU HAVE

Our EVLT 
treatments are 

covered by 
MEDICARE and most 
INSURANCE PLANS 

UP TO 
100%

BROOKLYN
2511 Ocean Ave. 

Suite 102
Brooklyn, NY 11229

QUEENS
116-02 Queens Blvd.

Forest Hills, NY 11375

 CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE 
YOUR APPOINTMENT:

718-764-4644
We accept Medicare, Americhoice, Fidelis, 1199, 

Oxford, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Aetna, Cigna, United 
Healthcare, GHI and many other insurance plans.DO YOU HAVE TO LIVE WITH VARICOSE VEINS FOREVER?

NO!   We use an FDA approved, non-surgical EVLT (Endovenous 
Laser,Therapy) procedure. The success rate is as high as 98%.

IS IT QUICK?
YES!   EVLT is done in our offi ce in less than 15 minutes. You can immediately 
resume your normal daily activities.

DO YOU HAVE QUALIFIED PHYSICIANS?
YES!   Our specialized physicians have cured over 10,000 patients 
nationwide from venous insuffi ciency. We have offi ces in New York, Boston, 
Chicago, and Los Angeles.

SYMPTOMS
Leg Pain

Heaviness

Cramps

Itching

Burning

Swelling

Varicose Veins

Skin Discoloration

Restless Leg Syndrome

80 MILLION AMERICANS SUFFER FROM VEIN PROBLEMS

USA
Vein

Clinics
www.USAVeinClinics.com

BY CHELLE CORDERO
You faced your fears, went to 

the doctor, followed all the treat-
ments, and took all of the pills — 
and now you’re feeling better. But 
when the bills start to trickle in, 
your insurance company denies 
coverage. Suddenly, you’re feel-
ing sick again.

Suffering an illness can fi ll 
you with angst — facing the high 
cost of medical treatments, doc-
tor bills, and hospitalizations can 
be staggering. It’s reassuring to 
have health insurance; you ex-
pect the basics, after co-pays, to 
be covered. But what if they’re 
not? What kind of recourse do you 
have when your insurance com-
pany says no?

In order to maximize insurance 
benefi ts, read through your policy 
and follow the plan language; ex-
plore discount drug options with 
large retailers, supermarkets, or 
pharmacy chains; and discuss 
drug replacement programs with 
the physician. Become familiar 

with any pre-authorizations that 
may be necessary, and make sure 
you get the appropriate referrals.

Many plans will permit you to 
notify your doctor after seeking 
emergency care, but non-emer-
gency procedures require doctor 
approval fi rst. Do your research 
about in-plan doctors and pro-
viders and determine whether 
you have any provisions for out-

of-plan services. Be aware of re-
quired waiting periods for pre-
existing conditions.

 “A non-covered service or in-
surance denial can result from a 
pre-existing benefi t exclusion or 
pre-authorization issue such as 
previous medical advice or treat-
ment before the effective date of 
the health insurance plan,” ac-
cording to the Patient Advocate 

Foundation. If this happens to 
you, you should carefully review 
the specifi c reason for denial and 
see whether you have other cover-
age options through personal or 
alternatively sponsored plans (i.e., 
employer or spousal coverage). 
Speak to the doctor’s offi ce, hospi-
tal advocacy, or case manager to 
fi nd out whether they are willing 
to intercede in your behalf.

“Sometimes it’s just a matter 
of reprocessing the claim,” says 
Erin Moaratty, chief of external 
communications for the Patient 
Advocate Foundation.

If you’re denied coverage, read 
the determination letter carefully 
for the exact reason that you’ve 
been turned down. Sometimes the 
answer is as simple as a clerical 
error, your doctor’s offi ce listing 
the wrong code, or missing docu-
mentation. Billing issues, dupli-
cate claims, and absent informa-
tion can trigger a denial. Contact 
your insurance company directly 
for the proper procedure to follow 

to rectify an error. If the desired 
procedure is to be scheduled for 
the future and you’re looking to 
pre-certify, you may need an af-
fi rmation from your doctor that 
proves it’s a necessary treatment 
and not just an elective or cos-
metic procedure.

If you need to fi le a formal ap-
peal, make sure that you have all 
of your information and records 
handy. Be prepared to answer 
what type of service was, or is, 
needed. What was the reason the 
insurance company gave for deny-
ing coverage? What is the antici-
pated cost? Is the procedure past 
any pre-existing waiting periods? 
Is pre-authorization required or 
were pre-authorization proce-
dures followed? According to a 
March 2011 report by the U.S. Gov-
ernment Accountability Offi ce, 39 
to 59 percent of denied claims were 
overturned after appeal. Your ap-
peal has to be factual, informed, 
fi rm, and polite.

What to do when your insurance claim is denied
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Seniors are too often victimized by tele-
marketing fraud. Studies from the Ameri-
can Association of Retired Persons have 
shown that many elderly fraud victims 
simply don’t suspect the person soliciting 
money on the phone could be a criminal.

The FBI reports that there are as many 
as 14,000 illegal telemarketing operations 
going on at any given time. 
These illegal operations gen-
erate as much as $40 billion a 
year. Relatives of seniors are 
understandably concerned, 
particularly if those seniors 
live alone and no one is 
around to monitor how many 
calls they’re receiving from 
telemarketers. Concerned 
relatives can share the fol-
lowing information with seniors to reduce 
their loved ones’ risks of being victimized 
by telemarketing fraud.

• Legitimate marketers are not in a rush 
to sell products or secure donations. A le-
gitimate marketer or charity will not try to 
pressure prospective buyers into making a 
purchase over the phone or prospective do-
nors into making immediate contributions. 
Explain to seniors that a legitimate mar-
keter will accept a person’s desire for writ-
ten information about the products or char-
ity and will gladly send such information to 
a prospective buyer or donor’s home.

• Payments are typically not picked up by 
a courier service. Telemarketing fraudsters 
often employ couriers to pick up payments. 
This is not the action of a reputable charity 
or business, and seniors should never agree 

to buy a product or donate money to any 
telemarketer who offers to send a courier to 
their home to pick up payment.

• Sweepstakes cannot legally require 
payment to win a prize. It is not legal for 
contests or sweepstakes to require “win-
ners” to pay a fee before they can enter a 
contest or claim a prize. Seniors should be 

made aware that this is the 
law and that any contest or 
sweepstakes demanding pay-
ment is bogus.

• Be especially wary of 
companies offering to re-
cover money paid to fraudu-
lent telemarketers in the 
past. Companies offering to 
recover past money lost to 
fraud are often fraudulent 

themselves. These companies will offer 
their fraudulent services for a fee.

• Money lost to a fraudulent telemarketer 
is likely lost forever. Men and women con-
cerned about elderly friends or relatives 
being victimized by telemarketing fraud 
should explain to their loved ones that 
money lost in a telemarketing scam is not 
likely to be recovered. This should help 
highlight the importance of receiving offi -
cial documentation from any telemarketers 
before buying a product or making a dona-
tion. If seniors are aware their money isn’t 
likely to be recovered should it be going to a 
criminal, they are much less likely to make 
hasty decisions over the phone.

To learn more about fraud, visit the Na-
tional Consumer League’s Fraud Center at 
www.fraud.org.

Don’t let scam artists fool you

Money lost to 
a fraudulent 
telemarketer 
is likely lost 

forever.

• Luxurious Waterfront Suites
• Affordable Pricing
• Five Star Amenities
• Fine Dining
• Personal Care Services –

Waterford Wellness Program
• On-site Physical, Occupational 

& Speech Therapy

Spring Ahoy!

Spirited Senior Living 
in the company of friends on
Brooklyn's premier waterfront.

Five Star Luxury • First Class Care • Affordably Yours
2900 Bragg Street, Brooklyn, New York 11235 (off Emmons Avenue) 

718-891-8400 •  Fax 718-568-3383 •  admissions@thewaterfordonthebay.com

www.TheWaterfordOnTheBay.com

Call for Your 
Private Tour!
1-866-769-1006

From concierge 
assistance to lavish fine
dining to deluxe rooms

with breathtaking 
views of the bay . . .

ad
lib

un
lim
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d.
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m

Only 4 beds left
in our Serenity Unit 
for the Memory Impaired

Newly Renovated Suites
Now Available

ACT NOW!

&



EL
DE

RC
AR

E  
•  

 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, F

EB
. 2

3-
29

, 2
0 1

2

TL

38

VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com
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39Bayside restaurateur pans city’s letter grades
BY PHIL CORSO

After more than a 
year of striving for an A 
grade, one Bayside restau-
rant owner  is giving bad 
marks to Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s efforts to reg-
ulate health standards in 
eateries.

The city-imposed grad-
ing system has seen some 
backlash from restaurant 
owners, with businesses 
saying it has cost them to 
make the grade.

William Degel owns 
Uncle Jack’s Steakhouse on 
Bell Boulevard and said he 
created entirely new posi-
tions for health liaisons at 
all three of his eateries in 
the metropolitan area to 
oversee standards and en-
sure A grades during city 
Department of Health in-
spections.

“It’s very costly and 
you have to always be on 
top of it,” Degel said.

Degel said that though 
it is good to oversee restau-
rants’ eating and cooking 

conditions, the Bloomberg 
administration was using 
the system as a revenue 
stream, with consistently 
new regulations that are 
impossible to keep up with.

According to Degel, 
what may have passed dur-
ing one inspection might 
later on become unaccept-
able, lowering a restau-

rant’s grade.
“It’s not easy for stores 

to find out about these new 
rules and regulations,” De-
gel said. “The only way to 
learn about them is by re-
ceiving fines.”

Since implementing 
the letter grade system, 
Degel said he has received 
more than $5,000 in fines 

between his three loca-
tions.

“There’s no question 
that the letter grade system 
has had a negative impact 
on the restaurant busi-
ness,” said Andrew Rigie, 
executive vice president 
of the New York State Res-
taurant Association. “It 
created a very shameful 

and tense environment in 
which to run a restaurant.”

Rigie said that while 
almost all business owners 
support health and safety 
inspections, the goal could 
be achieved through a more 
cooperative and education-
al inspection process.

He testified in a letter 
to City Hall that the city 
 should revise the grading 
system if it does not wish to 
abolish it. Suggestions in-
cluded removing the C let-
ter grade because, though 
it is still safe and sanitary , 
the grade might connote to 
the public that the restau-
rant is unsafe, translating 
into a loss of business.

Rigie also said the city 
should consider amending 
the points system used dur-
ing inspections to better re-
flect the nature of differing 
violations.

Bloomberg defended 
the grading system, which 
his administration im-
posed, at a news conference 
earlier this month.

“They think it’s OK to 

have mice and roaches and 
dirt and not have people 
wash their hands before 
they come back from the 
bathroom,” Bloomberg 
said. “That’s just simply 
unacceptable, and their 
complaints are going to 
fall on deaf ears, I can tell 
you that. We’re not going to 
change.”

Rigie said the mayor’s 
assessments were inaccu-
rate.

“For a mayor who of-
ten touts his efforts to make 
New York City more busi-
ness-friendly, these com-
ments appear completely 
out of touch with the real-
ity facing 99 percent of the 
small business owners we 
represent.”

In trying to earn the 
A grades all three of his 
eateries display in their 
front windows, Degel said 
the Department of Health 
was not doing enough to 
educate restaurant owners 
on how to sustain sanitary 
conditions.

BY JOE ANUTA

City Comptroller John 
Liu defended his campaign 
treasurer and described 
his political future in hazy 
terms in a recent interview, 
even as he kept on produc-
ing audits on city agencies.

Liu strongly defend-
ed Jia “Jenny” Hou, the 
25-year-old Flushing trea-
surer of his campaign who 
was arrested on charges of 
wire fraud and could face 
60 years in prison.

“My campaign has and 
continues to act appropri-
ately. We follow the rules,” 
he said in an interview 
with the Associated Press 
last week. “I believe in my 
campaign treasurer, and 
I believe in my campaign 
staff.”

Liu told the Associ-
ated Press that he did not 
micromanage Hou’s activi-
ties, but ultimately takes 
responsibility for his staff’s 

actions.
The comptroller also 

said he was aware of ques-
tionable fund-raising tac-
tics in Asian-American 
communities in the past 
and sought to prevent any 
problems in his campaign.

Hou was indicted and 
charged with wire fraud in 
connection with allegedly 
instructing a campaign 
worker to forge signatures 
and offering to reimburse 
another donor.

But Liu also acknowl-
edged that federal investi-
gators were likely not sat-
isfied with Hou, who has 
remained loyal to him, and 
may look to work their way 
up the food chain and make 
a more high-level indict-
ment, according to the AP.

A spokesman for Liu 
had indicated that the 
comptroller would find a 
new treasurer for his cam-
paign, but according to the 
city Campaign Finance 

Board, as of Tuesday af-
ternoon he had not filed 
any paperwork to make the 

change.
Liu also did not rule 

out a mayoral run in the 

AP interview, but did say 
he understood why people 
questioned his political vi-

ability.
The comptroller has 

not shied away from public 
appearances since the ear-
lier indictment of Xing Wu 
“Oliver” Pan on wire fraud 
charges. Pan was arrested 
after an FBI agent posed as 
a wealthy donor who want-
ed to funnel more money 
than is allowed by law into 
Liu’s war chest by using a 
group of fake donors.

Liu has also not 
stopped putting out audits 
of city agencies, recently 
taking the city Economic 
Development Corp. to task 
for mishandling contracts, 
the city Parks Department 
for not making repairs in 
a timely manner and the 
management of a 911 call 
center for an inflated bud-
get and growing timeline.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Even with an A displayed on the Bell Boulevard steakhouse’s front door, Uncle Jack’s management 
still calls for reforms to the health inspection system. By Phil Corso

Liu defends his indicted Flushing campaign treasurer

City Comptroller John Liu has been discussing issues surrounding his campaign for mayor.
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Have a great photo of your pet?
submit your picture to our

Queens Critters 
Contest

To enter, simply e-mail a photo of your pet to QueensCritters@
gmail.com.  Please include your full name, the neighborhood where 
you live and your pet’s name and age. By sending a photo, you 
acknowledge that we may us it in the paper, on our website, and 
otherwise in accordance with our Terms of Use.  Your photo may 
be included in an on-line gallery on the www.TimesLedger.com 
website.  Each week, our editors will select at least one photo 
to be published in the TimesLedger newspaper.  Photos that 
violate our Terms of Use will not be accepted or considered for 
publication.  The materials that you send will not be returned.
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Many artists have made Queens their 
home, enjoying its cultural attractions, inter-

esting communities, close proximity to 
Manhattan and reasonable rents.

In tune with spring, Elizabeth 
Karas’ creative energy is in full 
bloom. A hopeless romantic, the jew-
elry designer and artisan dreams 
up delicate heirloom-style pieces, 
fashioned from silver, gold and an-
tique brass, and occasionally ac-
cented with sapphires, garnets and 
diamonds. Her jewelry line, aptly 
named 24Karas, was born in her 
home studio, located in the Dutch 

Kills section of Long Island City.
“My jewelry has a natural, organ-

ic feel to it,” said 32-year-old Karas. “It’s 
soft and feminine, not over-complicated 
and heavy like a lot of jewelry out there. 
My goal is to make it appear softer — al-
most more of a textile feel; I try to make 
metal look like lace.”

Just starting another chapter in 
her career, the creative entrepreneur last 
week opened her new Long Island City jew-

elry studio and showroom — one of the few 
in the area. It’s located in an old building 

at 10-10 44th Ave., right near bustling, artsy 
Vernon Boulevard — not far from One Court 

Square (formerly the Citigroup Building) and 
close to The Foundry, a beautiful landmark 
building that serves as an event venue.

“One day, I would love to have a store-
front studio here,” said Karas, whose business 
partner and significant other works closely 
with her on the graphic design for her website, 
24karas.com. 

Karas takes her inspiration from a sur-
prising mix of sources. “When I’m in the city, I 
long for nature, and I think that comes out a lot 
in the jewelry I make.” Her design reflects her 
love of the beach and old, avant-garde French 
films — among other things. She even captures 
her Eastern European heritage: “I feel there’s 
an old-world inspiration in my jewelry — my 
grandparents came over here through Ellis Is-
land, in the ’50s,” said Karas.

Some of the designer’s lovely pieces include 
antique flower and lace cuff bracelets, a Victo-
ria chandelier’s lace fleur ring with emeralds 
and diamonds, hand-stamped pendants and flo-

Continued on Page 44
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Elizabeth Karas uses silver, gold 
and antique brass to create jewel-
ry for her Long Island City studio. 

Photo by Elizabeth Karas

Dutch Kills designer tapsDutch Kills designer taps
into fond memories when creating into fond memories when creating 
pieces for her LIC studio, 24Karaspieces for her LIC studio, 24Karas
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The story of the RMS Titanic 
is getting a closer look next week.

To honor the centennial of 
the ship’s sinking, the Greater 
Astoria Historical Society is host-
ing a lecture and film screening 
by Gary Vollo of the Titanic His-
torical Society, Monday, April 2, 
at 7 p.m.

The film being screened is 
original footage of the Titanic 
leaving port.

“It might be the only film of 
it,” said Vollo. “It was found by 
this woman in England who had 
found it buried in the back of her 
shed — her husband was a cin-
ematographer and just happened 
to have made a video of the ship 
and stored it.”

Vollo plans to tell the story of 
the Titanic’s sinking, which took 
place on April 15, 1912, but will 
also discuss aspects of the famil-
iar tale that many may not have 
known. For example, the Titanic 
was one of three identical ships, 
it was never claimed that the ship 
was “unsinkable” and it actually 
made several stops in Europe be-

fore departing for America.
“I’ll show photos from a 

priest who got on the Titanic at 
Southhampton in England and 
got off at Queenstown,” said Vol-

lo. “Most of the photos we have of 
the people on the ship were taken 
by that priest.”

He also plans to tell stories 
and anecdotes about individuals 

on the ship and the survivors. Vol-
lo gave the example of one survi-
vor who could not attend baseball 
games after the event, because 
the crowd’s cheers sounded like 

the chilling screams he had heard 
from the ship as he sat aboard a 
life raft watching it sink.

These personal experiences 
will get a special focus from an-
other guest speaker, “Titanic Joe” 
Colletti, who will share personal 
interviews he conducted with a 
number of Titanic survivors. The 
first-hand accounts will add hu-
man voices to the now mythical 
event.

For years, Colletti had made 
his Long Island City home a 
tribute to the tragedy, including 
signs, models, and photos of those 
who lost their lives on the ship. 
The memorabilia exhibited on 
the inside and outside of Colletti’s 
“Titanic House” were donated 
to the society in 2010 and will be 
part of the event.

Also in attendance will be 
Lindsay Gibbs, the author of 
“Titanic: The Tennis Story,” a 
historical novel based on a true 
story of two Hall of Fame tennis 
players who survived the sinking 
and went on to play each other in 
the U.S. Open quarterfinals two 
years later.

Answers in Sports

Astoria historical society remembers the Titanic

The RMS Titanic is pictured pulling into port. April 15 will mark 100 years since the ship sank in the Atlantic Ocean on its 
maiden voyage to New York. Photo courtesy Greater Astoria Historical Society/Joe Colletti Collection
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CONCERTS

Folk Songs from Around the 
World — In solo, duo and trio 
arrangements.
When: March 29, 2 pm
Where: Windsor Park Public 
Library, 79-50 Bell Blvd. at 73rd 
Avenue, Oakland Gardens
Contact: (718) 468-8300
Website: www.queenslibrary.
org 

Queens College Chamber 
Music concert series — Two 
operas will premiere this spring: 
“The Image Maker”(world 
premiere) and “My Kinsman, 
Major Molineux” (New York 
premiere). Other highlights 
include performances by 
Rebel: A Baroque Chamber 
Ensemble, Trio 101, Queens 
College Chamber Orchestra 
(with Charles Neidich), Phillips-
O’Connor-Han Trio, Claremont 
Trio, and the Phillips-Frampton-
Rosen Trio. Check full schedule 
online.
When: March 30, April 20, April 
27, May 4, May 5, May 6, May 11
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, 
Queens College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 793-8080; jane.
cho@qc.cuny.edu;
Website: www.
kupferbergcenterarts.org

Lhevinne Classical Concert 
Quintet — A Supernova 
Production. Features the 
dynamic international 
ensemble of some of the fi nest 
musicians in New York, The 
Lautreamont String Quintet, 
formed in 2005 by violinist 
Steven Zynszajn. The musicians 
include some of his closest 
colleagues from The Julliard 
School. They have performed 

over 40 programs throughout 
the New York area, of the sort 
encountered in the golden age 
of classical music.
When: March 31, 7:30 pm
Where: Center at Maple Grove, 
127-15 Kew Gardens Road, Kew 
Gardens

Monthly Jazz Jam — The 
Flushing Town Hall Jazz 
Jam Series is a unique free 
jam session right here in 
Queens. No need to travel into 
Manhattan, share the stage 
with our Jazz Jam house band 
at monthly jams curated by 
internationally acclaimed 
trumpeter and Queens College 
Professor, Michael Mossman. All 
levels are welcome; just drop 
by and sign in! (btw, we got the 
baby grand, drum kit and the 
house band.)
When: April 4, May 2 and June 
6, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org
  

EVENTS

International Night — This 
week St. Francis Prep is 
celebrating International week. 
There will be all kinds of events 
presented by the clubs during 
the week. Food tasting, National 
displays and performances by 
our International Clubs.
When: March 30
Where: St. Francis Preparatory 
School, 6100 Francis Lewis 
Blvd., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 423-8810

Astoria Comedy All Stars 

—  Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: www.bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars/

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of 
Art and MetLife Foundation 
invite families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 
dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700 

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Black History Art Show — 
Collage work by Edwin G. Cadiz.
When: Through March 30
Where: Long Island City Public 
Library, 37-44 21 St. at 43rd 
Avenue, Long Island City
Contact: www.queenslibrary.
org

Art Exhibit and Opening 
Sale — Featuring the work of 
Lee Guest. Wine and cheese 
reception.
When: March 31, 6 pm
Where: APT Cafe, 176-09 

Jamaica Ave., Jamaica

Animation — Cartoons come 
to life at the New York Hall of 
Science during Animation, a 
6,000-square-foot exhibition 
featuring characters from 
the Cartoon Network. The 
exhibition explores animation 
from concept to fi nished 
product — from storyboarding, 

character design, and drawing 
techniques to movement, 
timing, fi lming and sound.
When: Through March 31
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: www.nyscience.org

A Fascinator Workshop — For 

ages 8 and up.
When: April 1, 2 pm
Where: Fort Totten, Fort Totten, 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Lee Guest — Art exhibition 
and sale. Wine and cheese 
reception.
When: April 1, 6 pm

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on Page 44

ADVERTISEMENT

China was once known as the Celestial 
Empire. For 5,000 years, the Middle King-
dom was home to an unparalleled legacy 
of heroes, legends, and virtues that still 
resonate in the present. But in recent de-
cades, under campaigns like the Cultur-
al Revolution, this rich heritage has been 
almost completely eradicated in China. 
Where can you find authentic Chinese 
arts and culture today? 

The answer is New York, because the 
world’s premier classical Chinese music 
and dance company, Shen Yun Perform-
ing Arts, is returning to Lincoln Center 
next month. 

Shen Yun is the first company to pres-
ent classical Chinese dance to the world 
on a large scale. It also features the only 
orchestra to combine both Western and 
Chinese instruments as its permanent 
members. Shen Yun has taken the globe 
by storm, performing in over 100 cities. 
Its January shows at Lincoln Center were 
sold out. 

The show is a celebration of traditional 
Chinese culture as it was meant to be 
experienced—a study in grace, wisdom, 
and virtues distilled from millennia of 
civilization. It is a glimpse into a long-
lost world that exists nowhere else—not 
even in China today.

With mesmerizing choreography, 
colorful costumes, stunning animated 
backdrops, and tremendous athleticism, 
Shen Yun takes the audience on a jour-

ney through time and space to ancient 
lands, mountain peaks, and even heav-
enly paradises. 

“If heaven is the way we saw it tonight, 
count me in,” said Academy Award-nom-
inated producer Nathaniel Kahn after 
seeing Shen Yun.

Ancient Chinese artists cultivated 
virtue, believing that to create true art 
worthy of the heavens, there must first 
be inner purity. Today, Shen Yun’s artists 
follow this noble tradition. The result is 
a performance of consummate beauty 
and goodness. It is a show that nourishes 
the soul.

Shen Yun will perform at Lincoln Cen-
ter’s David H. Koch Theater April 18-22. 
For more, visit: ShenYun2012.com/NYC or 
call 1-800-818-2393.
Photo Credit: @ 2011 Shen Yun Performing Arts

A Lost Treasure Now On Stage

Shen Yun Performing Arts, Recalling 
the Great China, 2011.

Guys and Dolls Jr — The cast from 
JHS 189 will perform this Broadway 
classic set in a New York mission 
populated by do-gooders and 
gamblers competing for local hearts 
and souls.
When: March 29 and 30, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Tlen Huicani — Tlen-Huicani 
(pronounced wee-KAH-ne) — which 
means “the singers” in the indigenous 
Indian language of Nahuatl — is one of 

the most faithful interpreters of the 
traditional folk music of Mexico and 
Latin America. Tlen-Huicani has taken 
the beautiful “harpa jarocha” or folk 
harp, and has made it the centerpiece 
of their music.
When: March 31, 8 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce (718) 760-0064; 
Administration (718) 760-0686
Website: queenstheatre.org

Ramona Quimby — The exasperating 
but lovable third-grader, Ramona 
Quimby, has delighted young readers 
for over 50 years through the books of 

Newbery Medal-winning writer Beverly 
Clearly.
When: April 1, 1 pm and 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce 718-760-0064; 
Administration 718-760-0686
Website: queenstheatre.org

In Laws from Tirana — Directed by 
Ioanna Katsarou. Wealthy couple of 
central Greece look to fi nd a good, 
wealthy husband for their daughter 
Liza, who is studying in London. When 
Liza brings her boyfriend Alfrent home 
to visit with his parents, a series of 
comical incidents begins to unfold as 
new surprises turn every corner.
When: Through May 6; Fridays and 
Saturdays, 8 pm; Sundays, 4 pm
Where: Greek Cultural Center, 26-80 
30th St., Astoria

Contact: (718) 726-7329; 
reservations@greekculturalcenter.org
Website: greekculturalcenter.org

Rapunzel in the Library — 
Contributors to “Rapunzel in the 
Library,” a site-specifi c installation at 
the Queens College Art Center, will let 
their hair down at a groundbreaking 
group show. Performance and 
reception.
When: April 4, 6 pm
Where: Queens College Arts Center, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: 718-997-3770
Website: qc.cuny.edu/Art_Library/
artcenter.html

Drama Class — For ages 8-13. Recital 
in June. Pre-registration and payment 
required. Beginners and intermediate 
two separate classes.

When: Saturdays, April 7 to Saturday, 
June 30, 10 am–11 am
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 114-04 
14th Rd., College Point
Contact: (718) 358-0067

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle 
Meeting — Formerly known as the 
Playwrights Circle of Great Neck, 
this open group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing exercises 
for playwrights in Queens and Nassau 
counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 
pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, 
Great Neck
Contact: Robin Gorman Newman; 
robin@lovecoach.com (516) 732-0911
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M ral earrings, La Fleur an-
tique brass ring with gems, 
silver nautical-style men’s 
cuff links and the Queen of 
Hearts ring. Her popular 
lace 14-carat crown ring 
has sold as a wedding band 
for brides. “A lot of pieces 
we’re doing now are mostly 
metalwork,” said Karas.

Using her imagina-
tion, Karas sometimes 
sketches a new design, but 
explains that “many pieces 

just happen organically, on 
their own, while I’m work-
ing with metal or a piece of 
fabric — shaping it, design-
ing it.” As she works on her 
new collection, which she 
expects to complete by Au-
gust, Karas hopes to get her 
line into retail stores one 
day.

Realizing her dream
Growing up in Hart-

ford, Conn., Karas said her 
dream was always to come 
to New York.

“You have so many re-
sources here,” she said. “I 

don’t think I’d be doing this 
if I was still living in Con-
necticut.

“When I came to New 
York in 2005, I worked as 
associate art director for 
Victoria’s Secret. In my 
free time, I would walk 
around the jewelry district 
and get inspired by what I 
saw around me. So, I began 
making jewelry for friends 
and family, and was enjoy-
ing it. I wanted to learn how 
to design. I loved working 
with metal and the whole 
process of working with 
your hands.”

That led to a whole 
new chapter in her life. She 
decided to freelance, doing 
graphic design part-time 
while attending a jewelry 
school in Brooklyn. But 
it was at a jewelry manu-
facturing company on 
47th Street, where Karas 
learned her craft hands-on 
sitting alongside seasoned 
jewelers, who shared their 
expertise with the budding 
designer, whose very first 
pieces were created here. “I 
learned how to make a col-
lection and what it takes to 
put together a jewelry line. 
After that, I started my 
own business and website: 
24Karas.”

Karas has been rent-
ing a bench and making 
her pieces at the jewelry 
company on 47th Street for 
several years. Her line is 
manufactured there.

Eventually, Karas said 
she would like to offer be-
ginner jewelry classes in 

her new studio.
As a part-time poet, 

Karas said she would “like 
to think that the pieces 
have a story, a bit of mys-
tery. I hope people see that 
when they look at them.”

Her pieces are avail-
able through 24karas.com. 
Shoppers are welcome to 
come in, browse and place 
an order at the studio. 
Custom designs can be or-
dered.

Jewelry by 24 Karas is available at24karas.com. Photos by Elizabeth Karas

Elizabeth Karas started 24 Karas after attending a Brooklyn jew-
elry school. Photo by Steve Lawrence

Continued from Page 41

24Karas

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Dig where the gold
is…unless you just
need some exercise.

• • • John Capozzi

Across
 1. Radio-active travelers?
 6. Stare
10. Lady’s escort
14. Townie
15. Get an ___ effort
16. Stick in the fridge
17. Ball-hiking cue
18. Job moves:Abbr.
19. Actor Neeson
20. San Francisco landmark
22. Ford’s running mate
23. Baseball’s Hunter
24. Many times
25. Den ___ (The Hague,
     to the Dutch)

29. Radio pioneer
31. Tough guy of filmdom
33. Porthole view
37. Served the soup
38. Detroit baseball players
39. Ushers
41. Odometer reading
42. Proper manners
44. Tin Man’s worry
45. Like some agreements
48. “Peanuts” character
50. Cherry variety
51. Top Olympic
      honors: 2 wds.

56. Urban haze
57. ___ land
58. Krone spenders
59. Spread
60. First family’s home
61. John of rock
62. Suffix with gang
63. Spanish direction
64. Holds one’s horses?

Down
 1. Thick-soled shoe
 2. Pro ___
 3. Environmental sci.
 4. Big name in mapmaking
 5. Winter driving hazard
 6. Show signs of aging

  7. Fling
  8. White House feature
  9. Scottish Gaelic
10. James Bond foe
11. Poet T. S. ___
12. Football Hall-of-Famer
      Greasy ___
13. “. . .Good will ___”
21. Always on the move
24. Buck of baseball
25. Place for a lecture
26. Wings: Lat.
27. ___ dash of salt
28. Prospecting woman?
30. Ideal
32. Change, as a clock
34. Junior of the NFL
35. Units of work
36. Words before “of rules”
40. Type of mutual
       funds:2 wds
41. Ordinary
43. Small stream
45. Recipe amts.
46. Draw a bead on
47. 100 smackers

49. Passover meal
51. Kind of club
52. Broad valley
53. Against
54. Boxer Spinks
55. Tax IDs

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
                  HEARD IN COURT

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS By Ed Canty (Ed@gfrpuzzles.com)
y

TimesLedger Newspapers
Mar. 29-Apr. 4, 2012

All About Winning

Where: Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
176-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 523-3312
Website: www.
afrikanpoetrytheatre.org

Open House and Painting 
Demo — Painting instructor 
Shawn Sullivan will host.
When: April 5, 7 pm
Where: National Art League, 
44-21 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: (718) 428-1859
Website: www.
nationalartleague.org

Collage in Context — Edwin G. 
Cadiz, a native New Yorker with 

roots in Puerto Rico, presents 
colorful canvases and intricate 
collages. This exhibition shows 
the visual memory of multiple 
infl uences.
When: Daily, until Monday, 
April 30
Where: Langston Hughes 
Community Library and Cultural 
Center, 100-01 Northern 
Boulevard, Corona
Contact: (718) 651-1100
Website: artist-unlimited.com

Ralph Weiss Photographs — 
Working only in black and white, 
Weiss uses vintage camera 
and darkroom equipment that 
is painstakingly maintained. 
Weiss’ images test the edges 

of light and most of his prints 
require hours in the darkroom. 
The exhibition of works 
produced since the 1990s, 
drawn from a private collection, 
focuses on images of ice, water 
and sea plants. Reception 
March 24 from 2–4 pm.
When: Wednesdays, Saturdays 
and Sundays through April 22, 
1 pm
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 43
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www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361 • 718.229.5319

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

PH: (718) 229-2367 • FAX: (718) 229-3066
www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I tal Ian cuIsIne cook Ing classes-gIf t cert If Icates ava Il able

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MarBella
For reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining 
call: 718.260.4521 

 www.timesledger.com

ITALIAN

La Parma415 Main St., Port Washington, NY 11050 • 
(516)439-4960 

• www.laparma.com
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

Ducale Ristorante Italiano
12-53 150th St. Whitestone, NY • 718-767-4699

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357• 718.281.4210 or 4211

40-12 BELL BLVD • BAYSIDE • 718-224-2200
www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

facebook.com/timesledger

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...
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HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide
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Free Synagogue 
of Flushing

Passover Second Night Community Seder

Join Us

Saturday, April 7, 2012 
6:30 PM

Members: $25.00
Non-Members: $35.00

Children Ages 6-13: $15.00
Children 5 and under are free

As it is written, “Let all who are 
hungry come and eat.” Our “family 
friendly” seder is for everyone. Join 
us as Rabbi Michael Weisser and 
Cantor Steven Pearlston tell the 
Passover story in verse and song.

For more information, call (718) 961-0030 or events@freesynagogue.org  Attn: L. Tujak

Reserve By
Friday, March 30

41-60 Kissena Blvd.
Flushing

www.freesynagogue.org

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Unified takes over U.S. Window Factory…

Unified takes over U.S. Window Factory location at 130-11 Atlantic Ave. 
Richmond Hill NY:

Unified Window Systems Inc. has taken over the Factory location of U.S. 
Window Factory in Richmond Hill Queens. 

For the past 25 years US Window Factory manufactured windows and 
doors for residential and commercial use in Queens NY. As U.S. Window 
was winding down all there operations Unified stepped in to complete 
some jobs sold by U.S. Windows to prevent those customers from losing 
their deposits. 

The location is currently being converted for use as a fifth location for 
Unified which sells windows, doors, siding, roofing, stone work, attic insu-
lation and awnings. Unified has been in business since 1989 and carries an 
A+ rating with the Better Business Bureau.   

For more information contact Unified at (888) 631-2131

www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 

This Week’s Queens Critter

Max, a 6-year-old pup owned by Sean McKenna of Bayside, is the winner of this edi-
tion of the TimesLedger Newspapers’ Queens Critter contest. If you want to be consid-
ered for our pet of the week content, visit www.TimesLedger.com for more information. 

Photo courtesy Sean McKenna
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The ancient practice of 
smoking hookah is believed 
to have begun in 16th-
century India, from where 
it migrated to the Middle 
East, eventually explod-
ing up and down the side-
walks of Astoria’s Steinway 
Street, and has now crossed 
great distances to take hold 
in Auburndale.

Farrukh Pakal said he 
and his wife, Kirn, decided 
to open the Silk Hookah 
Lounge, at 192-08 Northern 
Blvd., as an alternative to 
those popular on Steinway, 
which he said often get the 
hookah part right but not 
the lounge.

“Any lounge you walk 
into is more like a restau-
rant with tables and chairs,” 
said Farrukh Pakal, a Paki-
stani  native. “People smoke 

hookah to relax. If you’re 
not sitting comfortably, you 
can’t relax.”

Hidden behind a wall 
of near black tinted win-
dows, the interior of Silk 
is certainly atmospheric, 
with dark cherry wood 
walls and plenty of places 
to sit along a wall of san-
guine, upholstered benches 
and a few plush couches — 
though not so much seating 
as to stack customers on top 
of one another.

The hookahs them-
selves are packed and 
served by an employee af-
ter customers order an ex-
tensive list of more than 60 
varieties of natural herbs, 
which include standards 
like honey, peach and cher-
ry for $10.99 or Silk special 
blends such as silk choco-
late and Pan Masala — a 
potent flavor derived from 

the betel nut — for $13.99. 
Farrukh Pakal said Silk’s 
hookahs use coconut char-
coals, which are less harsh 
than traditional ones.

Lest one should pic-
ture a room full of burning 
hookahs choked by a thick 
cloud, the herbal hookah 

smoke does not hang in the 
air the way cigarette smoke 
does, and Silk has a state-
of-the-art “smoke eater” 
that can quickly clear the 
room if needed.

Farrukh Pakal said 
that in the Muslim world, 
where alcohol is verboten, 

hookah lounges are where 
people go to socialize, akin 
to sports bars where fans go 
to watch cricket and soccer 
matches. The owner, who 
lives in Fresh Meadows, 
said Auburndale seemed 
like an ideal fit for his busi-
ness because of its proxim-
ity to the borough’s Indian 
and Pakistani populations.

Silk is open for 12 
hours starting at 3 p.m., 
and Kirn Pakal said she 
imagines the lounge will be 
filled early in the afternoon 
with a college crowd taking 
advantage of the free Wi-Fi, 
and later by those looking 
for an alternative to the bar 
scene.

“Usually, the night is 
‘this restaurant followed 
by this bar.’ Now it’s ‘this 
restaurant followed by this 
hookah lounge,’” she said.

City regulations re-

quire patrons of hookah 
bars be 18 or older, Kirn 
Pakal said.

Hookah herbs can 
range in intensity. Some, 
like mints, are strong, but 
most of the herbs on Silk’s 
menu are mellow, fruity 
flavors, and to make them 
even softer a customer can 
order a fresh-fruit hookah 
for $19.99, where the herb is 
actually smoked through a 
piece of fresh fruit.

The lounge also offers 
fresh juices and smoothies, 
teas and hot drinks and in 
the future will serve light 
bar food.

For more information, 
call 718-CAL-SILK.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISERS

Silk owner Jimmy Pakel enjoys one of the lounge’s hookahs. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

Women’s History Month — To celebrate 
Women’s History Month, the Queens Economic 
Development Corp. and Flushing’s Deluge 
Restaurant invite the public to a free 
networking event honoring women from the 
borough and their successes as entrepreneurs. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to 
meet start-up business owners and discuss 
partnership opportunities. Cash bar.
When: March 29, 6 pm
Where: Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel, 135-20 
39th Ave., Flushing

Entrepreneur Workshops — The fi rst class will 
focus on what lenders look for and preparing 
to make a loan request. Participants will get a 
one-on-one review of their credit reports, fi nd 
out if they qualify, and/or learn how to improve 
their credit to qualify for a loan. In the second 
class, a loan offi cer will review participants’ 
fi nancial documents and loan purposes and 
determine how a loan will help them grow their 
business.
When: April 4, 6 pm
Where: Entrepreneur Space, 36-46 37th St., 
Long Island City

Youth Tech Initiative Program — Increase 
your employability. Free advanced training 

in Microsoft Word for anyone ages 16-24. 
Participants will have the opportunity to take 
the Microsoft Offi ce Specialist exam at the end 
of training to become Microsoft Certifi ed.
When: Tuesdays, April 3 to Tuesday, May 22, 6 
pm–8 pm
Where: The Daughters of Isis Foundation Offi ce, 
148-14 Liberty Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (917) 292-5176; loliver24@verizon.net
Website: luecorp.tripod.com

IMTI Open House — Learn about evening 
training certifi cation classes in electrical 
technician, HVAC technician, plumbing 
technician and electronics systems technician 
careers, including solar. School tours, fi nancial 
aid information will be available.
When: April 3, 7 pm; April 10, 7 pm; April 17, 7 pm 
and April 24, 7 pm
Where: Con Edison Learning Center, 43-82 
Vernon Blvd., Long Island City

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization 
that empowers and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch

Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey G. 
Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.
com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —  BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization that 
allows only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and structured 
environment to further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 15

Garden Gala 2012 — Garden School, an 
independent, coeducational institution in Jackson 
Heights, will honor William Vogel, lower division 
head who has been with the school since 1997, at 
this year’s gala. Live and silent auctions with dinner 
and dancing.
When: March 30
Where: Terrace on the Park, 52-11 111th St., Corona
Contact: (718) 335-6363; gala@gardenschool.org;
Website: gardenschool.org

Talent Show — Surprise celebrity guest 
appearances and performances.
When: March 31, 4 pm
Where: Campus Magnet Complex, 207-01 116th Ave., 
Cambria Heights

Lucky Draw — a one of a kind art raffl e guarantees 
that each and every ticket holder walks home 
with a work of art! This fast-paced one night event 
offers fi rst time and seasoned collectors access to 
artworks by top emerging and established talent. 
All proceeds benefi t SculptureCenter.
When: April 4
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.socratesscultpurepark.org

Middle East experience in Auburndale
Silk Hookah Lounge offers a nightlife alternative to the run-of-the-mill neighborhood sports bar
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Dr. Gustafson Is Back In Maspeth!
Dr G is back and now the Maspeth community has easy access to a higher level of heart care, right here.

Now, the expertise, treatments and technology of the Heart Hospital of Queens at New York Hospital 
Queens is available through Dr. Gustafson and his practice on Grand Avenue. Dr. Gustafson is a board 

certified cardiologist. To get reacquainted, or if you want to make sure you are doing everything you 
can to protect your heart health, please give the office a call and schedule an appointment.

Whatever your heart needs - you can find the expertise you can trust, and the service you deserve 
in Maspeth and at the Heart Hospital of Queens at NYHQ.

For More Information or to
Schedule an Appointment:
718-670-2087 
72-41 Grand Avenue
Maspeth, NY 11378
nyhq.org/Gustafson_Gregory

THE HEART HOSPITAL
OF QUEENS
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NEWS FROM
CHRIST THE KING REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

68-02 Metropolitan Avenue, Middle Village, N.Y. 11379
 (718) 366-7400  |www.ctkrhs.org   

CHRIST THE KING REGIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL TO HOLD 

BLOOD DRIVE

 March, 2012/ New York, NY –  Christ the 

King Regional High School will hold a community 

blood drive on Wednesday, April 4, 2012. Healthy 

individuals are encouraged to donate blood between 

the hours of 8:30 AM and 2:30  PM at the 68-02 

Metropolitan Avenue, Main Level Gymnasium, 

Middle Village, NY 11379. We are hoping to end the 

day with  80 pints of blood. 

 As we approach the Easter season, New 

York Blood Center calls upon the community to 

please take a few minutes from the holiday shuffle to 

donate blood, the gift of life.  Remember the children 

and families whose lives are stricken by diagnoses 

that require frequent blood transfusions for recovery 

and survival.  Among these diseases are leukemia 

and other forms of cancer, thalassemia and aplas-

tic anemias, sickle cell disease, hemophilia and 

other diseases.

 We would like to thank Frank’s Deli 

who is a major sponsor of this annual event along 

with The TimesLedger Newspaper Group.

To donate blood or for information 
on how to organize a blood drive,

Please call Toll Free:  1-800-933-2566
Visit:  www.nybloodcenter.org or you 
can register online at www.ctkny.org
 
 About New York Blood Center:  New 

York Blood Center (NYBC) is one of the nation’s 

largest non-profit, community-based blood cen-

ters. NYBC has been providing blood, transfusion 

products and services to hospitals serving more 

than 20 million people in New York City, Long 

Island, the Hudson Valley, New Jersey, and parts 

of Connecticut and Pennsylvania.  NYBC is also 

home to the Lindsley F. Kimball Research Insti-

tute and the National Cord Blood Program at the 

Howard P. Milstein National Cord Blood Center, 

the world’s largest public cord blood bank.  NYBC 

provides medical services and programs (Clinical, 

Transfusion, and Hemophilia Services) through 

our medical professionals along with consultative 

services in transfusion medicine. 

Please visit us on Facebook at 

www.Facebook.com/newyorkbloodcenter. 

 Follow us on Twitter: @NYBloodCenter.

WWW.STMARYSKIDS.ORG 
888-KIDS NYS

             �...everyone was so 
wonderful there, it was 
where my daughter was 
meant to be to get better.�
�...a rising tower 
of the future for  
special kids like my  
daughter, a patient 
already benefiting 
from their expertise 
and dedication.�

�...St. Mary kids are full 
of  joy and always happy.�

� I worked in the 
Home Care dept. 

It taught me 
things that allow 

me to help my 
patients better 

to this day. Love 
you St. Marys!�

�...my son Danny 
did so well, and this  
wellness stays with 
him, and all of us.�

�an amazing 
place to learn 

about love.�

A FEW WORDS  
FROM OUR FRIENDS:

BY JOE ANUTA

A group of religious residents from 
churches across Queens picketed outside 
the office of U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-
Bayside) Friday afternoon to protest a con-
troversial federal health care mandate that 
would require all employers to cover birth 
control as part of any insurance plan.

The protest was coordinated as part 
of a national day of protest at locations all 
around the country on behalf of the Pro-
Life Action League.

Ray Mooney, a Flushing resident, 
helped to organize the picket, which drew 
about 80 people holding up signs bearing 
sayings such as “NObamacare” and “Reli-
gious freedom.”

“A line has been drawn in the sand,” 
Mooney said. “What we have seen is 
the U.S. government say to the Catholic 
Church, ‘We don’t care.’”

The protesters outside Ackerman’s of-
fice were mainly Catholics from parishes 
from around the borough, including St. 
Josaphat in Bayside and Our Lady of Mer-
cy in Forest Hills.

Mooney said the Catholic faith does 
not believe in using contraceptives, espe-

cially birth control medication that the 
Pro-Life Action League refers to as “abor-
tion-inducing drugs.” The federal govern-
ment forcing any Catholic organization to 
do so, according to Mooney, constitutes an 
assault on religious freedom.

The issue rose to hot-button status 
late last year, and the city’s ecclesiastical 
heavyweights — Cardinal Timothy Dolan 
and Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio, of the Ro-
man Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn — even-
tually weighed in.

Dolan has roundly criticized the man-
date, which is part of President Barack 
Obama’s Affordable Health Care Act, and 
scoffed at a recent compromise offered by 
the administration whereby an insurance 
company would cover the contraceptives 
instead of the organization.

DiMarzio, on the other hand, ex-
plained his objections to the mandate with 
a hypothetical situation.

“If an enzyme was found in pork that 
had great curative powers of cancer, would 
the government force observant Jews and 
Muslims to eat pork in order to prevent 
cancer?” he asked, according to a spokes-
woman.

Catholics slam Ackerman 
on birth control mandate
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COLD FUR STORAGE TIME

Already reduced merchandise 
in stock with this ad

Sale expires 7/31/12

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% OFF
SALE

HOURS: Mon-Fri 10-6  | Sat 10-5 | Evening by appt. | 4th Generation Furriers

Store your Furs, Shearlings, Outerwear
At one of the FINEST CERTIFIED COLD STORAGE

“ON PREMISES”
To protect your garment from drying and insect damage

* REPAIRS * REMODELS * CLEANING * GLAZING
Trade-ins accepted

We carry a large designer collection of the finest furs 
anywhere at the lowest prices.

Quality for less and will not be undersold.

STORE, CLEAN & GLAZE SPECIAL ONLY $84.95  YANNIS FURS INC. 130 Middle Neck Road. Great Neck, 516.504.1113

Yannis Furs
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ROP

North Shore-LIJ 
Health System, which op-
erates hospitals in Forest 
Hills and New Hyde Park, 
released a statement saying 
it could help pick up some 
of the slack.

“As the region’s largest 
health care provider, North 
Shore-LIJ has been serving 
the very same communi-
ties served by Peninsula for 
many years,” it read. “As 
we did following the clo-
sure of St. John’s and Mary 

Immaculate hospitals in 
Queens, we’re prepared to 
help in any way we can.”

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-St. Albans) said 
he spoke with the com-
missioner of the DOH, and 
the two would be working 
together to ensure health 
care options would exist for 
the affected communities.

“I don’t know what that 
would be, but we believe we 
can sit down with a group 
of shareholders and create 
a brain trust that can pro-
vide options,” he said. “We 
are 100 percent committed 
to providing something as 
a substitute.”

Continued from Page 4

Peninsula
pointed special master will 
draw the lines. A master 
drew widely praised con-
gressional lines after the 
state Legislature failed to 
find a solution.

The lawsuit goes into 
detail about how Republi-
cans calculated the popula-
tion changes to justify cre-
ating the additional seat.

Originally in 1894, 
New York state had 50 
seats. The state Constitu-
tion laid out a specific for-
mula to determine when a 
new Senate seat should be 
added in response to popu-
lation growth.

But the Constitution 
was also written before 
both Queens and Nassau 
counties and Richmond 
and Suffolk counties were 
separated.

To compensate for the 
extra counties, the lawsuit 
refers to the two solutions 
used by the state Legis-
lature — Method A and 
Method B, calculations that 
make the current number 
of counties applicable to the 
old formula.  Typically, the 
Senate had used Method 
A to calculate the number 
of seats until 2002, when 
Republican lawmakers 
switched to Method B be-
cause it was deemed more 
“faithful to the constitu-
tion,” the suit said.

If Method A were used 
to calculate the current 
number of seats, the Senate 
would have come up with 62 
seats, according to the suit. 
The same goes for Method 
B.

But in 2012, Senate 
Republicans used a combi-
nation of the two, applying 
one method to Nassau and 
Queens counties and anoth-
er to Richmond and Suffolk 

counties — a move the suit 
called “blatantly unconsti-
tutional.”

But Senate Republi-
cans dismissed the suit, 
saying not only does con-
stitutional formula require 
them to add another seat, 
but the lines were already 
signed by the governor and 
they expect them to be ap-
proved by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice within two 
months.

Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Whitestone) will be watch-
ing the case for a different 
reason.

She is waiting for the 
court decision before decid-
ing whether to run in the 
majority Asian district in 
Queens, which most closely 
resembles her current dis-
trict, or in the seat current-
ly held by Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside).

“I am running for re-
election to the state Senate. 
Because of the hyper-parti-

san, political nature of the 
redistricting process and 
the uncertainty surround-
ing the litigation, I have not 
decided in which district 
I will run,” she said in a 
statement. 

During the redistrict-
ing process, Stavisky’s 
home was redrawn into the 
same district as Avella’s.

If Stavisky decides to 
run in that race, she will 
face a primary with Avella, 
her former aide, who won 
his seat by defeating Repub-
lican Sen. Frank Padavan 
in late 2010. The winner of 
that race might face Pada-
van, as the former senator 
has not ruled out a run for 
that seat, he said Monday.

Stavisky could also 
run in the majority Asian 
district, since she has a 
year to move there under 
election rules, but she will 
also face a primary there.

contentious, and the subject of 
two lawsuits — one of which may 
be resolved in early April. Those 
lines were drawn by Senate Re-
publicans while Assembly Demo-
crats drew their lines.

The 11th District, represent-
ed by Sens. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side),  and the 16th District, now 

held by Toby Stavisky (D-Whites-
tone), stayed basically the same 
in their overall bizarre shapes, 
but their edges became more jag-
ged as lawmakers saw fit to draw 
in specific blocks but not others.  
This prompted Avella to call for 
an investigation.

But in general, the neighbor-
hood of Bay Terrace will switch 
to Avella’s current seat as will 
Latimer Gardens, the Bland 

Houses and the housing complex 
of Mitchell-Linden.

On the other hand, portions 
of Flushing just east of downtown 
will move to the 16th District 
seat.

That seat in the majority 
Asian district will be centered 
around downtown Flushing, with 
two long arms reaching out to the 
east and west.

To the west, the arm centers 

over the Long Island Express-
way and encompasses Pomonok, 
Electchester and portions of 
Fresh Meadows and Bayside. To 
the east, the arm encompasses 
large portions of Forest Hills, 
Rego Park and Elmhurst.

The Assembly districts saw 
a major shake-up as well between 
District 25, currently represented 
by Lancman, and District 24, 
currently represented by Assem-

blyman David Weprin (D-Little 
Neck).

District 25 used to run north 
to south and encompass Whites-
tone, Flushing, Fresh Meadows, 
Kew Gardens Hills, Briarwood 
and portions of Richmond Hill, 
but now it is a majority Asian seat 
that will run east to west and in-
clude more of southern Flushing 
and portions of Fresh Meadows 
and Bayside.

but I knew that it would one 
day be different.”

Kechejian said she 
remembered her mother 
continuously promising 
her that  if she walked a 
little longer, she would find 
“comfort and happiness.” 
She went on to have three 
children in New York, who 
have provided her with 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Perouz Kalousdinian, 
102, said she was 6 years old 
when Turks barged into her 
home in Harput and forced 
her family out. From what 
she could remember, she 
said Turks had taken all 
the men over 15 years old, 
including her uncles, tied 
them up two by two  and 
threw them over a bridge 
into the Euphrates River.

“We suffered and we 
suffered,” Kalousdinian 
said. “We had nothing.”

Kalousdinian and her 
mother were taken in as 
slaves by the wife of a Turk-
ish leader and worked as 
maids in their house before 
fleeing to Syria. Her father, 

who fled to America, was 
later reunited with his fam-
ily when Kalousdinian and 
her mother traveled to the 
United States to escape the 
genocide.

Azniv Guiragossian, 
101, was born in Urfa and 
fought back tears when 
asked about her memories 
of fleeing the Armenian 
genocide. She said she was 
moved around through dif-
ferent orphanages and lost 
all her personal posses-
sions.

Papain said the Arme-
nian home had recordings 
of the survivors telling 
their stories because pre-
serving them was essential 
to the history.

“Remembering their 
stories shows that it’s a 
reality and now just an is-
sue,” Papazian said. “There 
was a tremendous amount 
of suffering. It’s important 
because it hasn’t yet been 
resolved.”

He said the ultimate 
goal was to resolve all cases 
of the genocide, which in-
cluded recognition from 
the Turkish government 
and compensation in the 
form of money or property 
taken by  the Turks.

Continued from Page 4

Lawsuit

temic disconnect between 
the department and the 
people they are sworn to 
protect.

“It’s a 50-50 situation. 
We need law and order,” he 
said.

“I think it’s the way 
they train them. It seems 
like there’s no communica-
tion between them and the 
public. They forget they’re 
human, too. They don’t look 
at it that way. It seems like 
they’re above the law,” he 
said. “Some of them, not all 
of them.”

The Detectives Endow-

ment Association could not 
be reached for comment.

Leroy Gadsden, presi-
dent of the Jamaica branch 
of the NAACP, said he 
thought Police Commis-
sioner Ray Kelly and Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg missed 
an opportunity to mend the 
relationship between the 
NYPD and the public.

“How do we reward 
conduct that resulted in the 
killing of a citizen? That 
left children behind with-
out a father, a lady without 
a husband, parents without 
a son?” he asked. “It begins 
with the mayor and the 
commissioner. They are 
the power holders in this 
tension relationship.”

Continued from Page 5

Bell

Continued from Page 5

Redistricting

Continued from Page 5

Suffering

City Parks Commis-
sioner Adriane Benepe pa-
trolled the room, visiting 
different environmental 
organizations throughout. 
He said he wanted to help 
residents get involved with 
their local parks and the 
annual event was a more 
ceremonial experience 
to mark the beginning of 

spring.
“It’s like a gathering 

of a tribe of park lovers,” 
Benepe said. “These are 
the people who make parks 
as good as they are. Their 
work is more important 
now than ever.”

Dan Hendrick sat at 
the New York League of 
Conservation Voters table 
and said the response was 
encouraging throughout 
the afternoon.

“This is one of the best 
events of the year,” Hen-

drick said. “Queens grows 
a little bit every year and 
something like this can 
bring together a strong 
community on environ-
mental issues.”

Across the room, Jules 
Corkery, of the Astoria Park 
Alliance,  invited residents 
to evaluate the event while 
putting their own green 
ideas on a map of Queens, 
such as more community-
based recycling centers.

And from a solar light 
bulb display to a conversa-

tion on conservation, event 
organizers said they were 
happy with the turnout.

“Hopefully, we can in-
spire people to join groups 
or donate,” Kress said. “It’s 
a win-win for everybody be-
cause we all can learn while 
maybe motivating others to 
do something on their part 
of the planet.”

Next year’s Going 
Green event has already 
been set, according to 
Kress, with a scheduled 
date of March 23.

Continued from Page 4

Green
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Glenn Beyer won’t 
make a prediction about 
the regular season for one 
simple reason: The long-
time John Adams baseball 
coach isn’t concerned about 
it. His only focus — the fo-
cus he’s always had in 18 
years at the Ozone Park 
school — is on late May.

The playoffs are the 
real season; everything 
else is merely a warm-up. 
When it comes to the post-
season, his goal is always 
the same.

“There’s only one hope 
I have every year: to win 
a championship,” he said. 
“That’s the only reason to 
go out and play. It’s not ar-
rogant or cocky. Our goal 
is to win a championship 
because that’s all we know. 
Is it realistic? We have a 
puncher’s chance because 
of our talent and our two 
pitchers.”

Beyer has high hopes 
because of how much he re-
turns. It starts with power-
hitting middle infielder 
Jeffrey Valera, who is hear-
ing from a host of top junior 
colleges, a player he says 

compares favorably at this 
age to New York Mets farm-
hand Carlos Guzman.

“Jeffrey was a bet-
ter player than Carlos at 
this age,” Beyer said of the 
6-foot, 190-pound Valera, 
who hit four home runs, 
batted .474, drove in 36 runs 
and scored 21 times a year 
ago. “It’s very hard to get 
your number retired by me, 
but he’ll get his number re-
tired at the end of the year. 
He’s one of my all-time play-
ers.”

Fellow infielder Jorge 
Barahona, who had 29 RBIs 
and hit .490 last season, 
returns and so is catcher 
Adonis Castillo. Beyer 
thinks he has a solid pitch-
ing half. Right-hander 
Braylin Abreu, the staff 
ace, is back after going 7-1 
last season, and will be 
followed in the rotation by 
junior varsity call-up An-
derson Deleon and Tames 
Vargas.

Vargas can hardly 
break a pane of glass with 
his fastball, but the soft-
tossing left-hander mixes 
up his pitches well and hits 
the corners. Deleon is hard 

Judges: The team to beat
Cardozo baseball has consecutive boro titles coming into season

John Adams, LIC 
revv up for spring

John Adams baseball Coach Glenn Beyer has high spring hopes. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Ron Gorecki started 
talking about his team and 
couldn’t stop, raving about 
one impact player after an-
other, all his pitchers, the 
deep lineup, even a few re-
serves.

The fourth-year Car-
dozo coach has known 
nothing but success in his 
three previous seasons — 
consecutive Queens A East 
division titles and a second-
round finish in last year’s 
city playoffs — and he ex-
pects that to continue this 
spring.

“If we play our game, 
there isn’t anybody in the 
city we can’t beat,” he said.

The Judges return 
virtually their entire team 
from last spring, which 
went undefeated in league 
before falling to Taft by a 
run in the second round. 
The group has been forti-
fied by three difference-
making transfers in hard-
throwing right-hander 
Connor Doyle (Townsend 
Harris), power-hitting sec-
ond baseman Chris Camp-
bell (Monsignor McClancy) 
and outfielder Daniel Beiz-
er (St. Francis Prep).

“It seems like people 
are catching onto the pro-
gram we’re building at Car-
dozo,” Gorecki said.

The top of the rota-
tion is set with sensational 
junior left-hander Adrian 
Castano, Doyle and senior 
Calvin Luk. As a sopho-
more at Townsend Harris, 
Doyle went 4-2 and struck 
out an astounding 89 in 41 
innings pitched in addition 
to hitting .558 and driving 
in 21 runs.

Castano and Doyle can 

both be overpowering with 
fastballs reaching into the 
high 80s while Luk “is like 
a Greg Maddux,” Gorecki 
said, who went 4-1 on the 
mound a year ago.

Consistent offensively 
a year ago, Gorecki can see 
his offense taking a step 
forward. First baseman 
Nelson Santiago, shortstop 
Nicanor Luna, catcher 
Sean Karol, Castano and 

third baseman Diego Gon-
zalez are all a year older, 
stronger and more experi-
enced and Campbell adds 
a potent bat to an already 
fierce middle of the order.

“This kid is like a little 
Ricky Henderson,” Goreki 
said. “He’s 5-7, 180, but 
when he hits the ball, he 
just destroys the ball.”

Despite all the addi-
tions, Castano remains the 

face of the program. He had 
a breakout sophomore sea-
son, going 6-0 on the mound 
with 69 strikeouts in 49 in-
nings pitched and .373 with 
25 runs scored and 15 RBIs. 
Gorecki lamented losing 
that contest to Taft because 
he would’ve loved to see 
what Castano could’ve done 
against Bronx dynamo Leh-
man in the quarterfinals.

Adrian Castano is one of the city’s top PSAL two-way talents. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 56Continued on Page 56
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54 Strong pitching will lead Molloy, SFP baseball
BY MARC RAIMONDI

It’s all about the arms 
this year for Archbishop 
Molloy.

The expectations are 
high in Briarwood, mostly 
because of the depth of 
pitching the Stanners have 
coming off a trip to the 
CHSAA’s final eight.

“I think if our pitchers 
throw strikes,” legendary 
Coach Jack Curran said, 
“we’ll be pretty good.”

Jonathan Ramon, the 
team’s Evansville-bound 
star, will be a key cog in 
the rotation and split time 
at third base and first. Ra-
mon, though, hasn’t pitched 
enough to be relied on as 
the team’s ace, Curran 
says. Luckily for Molloy, 
he’ll have plenty of support 
from Rosario DiLorenzo, 
Donovan Armas, Greg 
Boyle, Thomas Ashton and 
Chris Piteo. Charles Alva-
rez, who was impressive 
in a scrimmage Monday 
against Archbishop Stepi-
nac, will also get a shot.

“Charlie is gonna get 
in there,” Curran said. “I 
think overall we’ll be good. 
We have enough pitchers.”

The coach joked that he 
didn’t think Molloy would 
score any runs against 
Stepinac in the scrimmage, 

but the Stanners won 9-4. 
The offense, he said, might 
surpass his expectations. 
Ramon and first baseman 
Mike O’Dwyer will provide 
pop in the middle of the 
order, while it’ll be center 
fielder Frank Peperone, left 

fielder Kevin Cregan, sec-
ond baseman Mike Lipovac 
and utility guy Piteo set-
ting the table.

Tom Hackimer, broth-
er of former Molloy star 
Ed who played at Iona, will 
be at shortstop and John 

Sideris is behind the plate. 
When he’s not pitching, Ar-
mas will be in right field.

Molloy fell to eventual 
champion Xaverian and 
Xavier in the CHSAA Class 
AA double-elimination in-
tersectional tournament 
last year. Those losses 
came only after Ramon 
pitched a six-hit shutout 
against eventual runner-up 
All Hallows, striking out 
five batters.

It’ll be pitching again 
that defines Molloy in 2012. 
Curran, in his 54th year at 
the helm, thinks his team 
could be in the mix.

“I hope so,” Curran 
said. “We always like to be 
there. We’ve been in a lot of 
them. Hopefully, they’ll do 
well. We’ll see as things go 
on.”

St. Francis Prep Coach 
Bro. Robert Kent thinks his 
Terriers could be in a simi-
lar position, returning a de-
cent core from a final eight 
squad.

“I think we’re gonna 
surprise a lot of people,” 

Kent said.
He’ll be looking to ace 

Taso Stathopoulos after 
gaining some valuable ex-
perience in 2011 postsea-
son. Against Moore Catho-
lic in a CHSAA Class AA 
best-of-three third round 
qualifying series, he threw 
a complete-game four-hit-
ter in Game 1, won Game 2 
in relief and tossed a com-
plete-game three-hitter to 
seal a series victory for St. 
Francis Prep.

Stathopoulos will be 
supported by a solid lineup, 
led by first baseman/pitch-
er Nick LoPrinzi, second 
baseman Gabe Gonzalez, 
shortstop Danny Pellegri-
no, third baseman Arron 
Acosta and center fielder 
Steve Pelan. Jeremy Fer-
nandez will slide in behind 
the plate for graduated star 
Chris Cannon, who is start-
ing at Navy as a freshman.

Kent says the key, 
though, is in the field. The 
goal is to return to the dou-
ble-elimination final eight.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Mary Louis’ motto for 
this season is “respect all, 
fear none.” The Hilltop-
pers have been one of the 
city’s most talented squads, 
but have struggled against 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
leaders and rivals Arch-
bishop Molloy and St. Fran-
cis Prep.

“We get into that big 
game with Prep and Mol-
loy, you see the name on the 
shirt and they are just dif-
ferent,” Hilltoppers softball 
Coach Ginny Peiser said of 
her team’s play.

She believes this 
group has the ability to 
get over the hump, saying 
it will need to get the keys 
hits to go along with strong 
defense and pitching. Mary 
Louis will get three cracks 
at each this year in the new 
five-team top division with 
Bishop Kearney and St. Ed-
mund moving down.

Sophomore Nicole Hu-

bert will need to be a big 
part of that success. She 
burst onto the scene last 
season with a lively arm and 
a clutch bat. Hubert takes 
over for Rebecca Warne as 
the team’s ace, has added 
pitches and worked on her 
control to limit walks. She 
went 3-for-3 with two dou-
bles and three RBIs during 
a win over Christ the King 
in the Brooklyn/Queens 
quarterfinals. JV call-up 
Kristen Freile will be the 
team’s No. 2 starter.

“She is more mature 
on the mound,” Peiser said 
of Hubert. “She is throw-
ing a lot harder and cutting 
down on the walks. It’s nice 
to see. She knows going 
into it that she’s No. 1. Her 
confidence is really high 
right now.”

Hubert will also hit 
fourth in a lineup loaded 
with quality bats. Senior 
third baseman and No. 
3 batter Shannon Mini-
hane is one of the city’s 

best line drive hitters and 
is extremely difficult to 
strike out. Veteran catcher 
Stephanie Barbaro brings 
a strong bat and ability to 
call a superb game. Deirdre 
Munday brings her power 
bat and experience back to 
center field and Julie Cano-
va, who has impressed at 
the plate early, returns at 

first.
“I’m playing with it 

to see what combination 
works, but from top to bot-
tom we really don’t have 
a weak batting order any-
where,” Peiser said. “It’s go-
ing to be strong.”

Alyssa Paolicelli is 
back at second base and 
could be in the leadoff spot 

depending on the develop-
ment of super speedy soph-
omore Gabby Malave, who 
will see time in the outfield. 
Sam Rossi will be in left 
and JV call-up Kim Myers 
should see time in right. 
The speedy Louisa Conway 
and Brittany Nicoll, a line-
drive type hitter, will split 
time at shortstop depend-
ing on who is hitting best.

“They play well to-
gether and our defense is 
awesome,” Peiser said. “We 
just got to get the hits to go 
with it. Getting over that 
hump I think is going to be 
the key.”

Bobby Suarez is of 
the belief that you can’t 
let Christ the King’s youth 
fool you. The Royals’ roster 
boasts just three seniors 
this season.

“I think we are going 
to surprise a lot of people 
and I like that feeling right 
now,” the second-year 
coach said.

These three seniors 

have all been some of the 
league’s best players dur-
ing their careers. Catcher 
Erica Eddy has a strong 
arm behind the plate and a 
steady bat. Shortstop Kim 
Velez has good range and is 
impossible to get out when 
she gets going. Josephine 
Phillips will be the team’s 
No. 2 starter.

“I think she can carry 
this team a long way,” Su-
arez said of Velez.

A lot of the Royals suc-
cess will have to do with 
lefty windmiller Amanda 
Gauthier. The hard-throw-
ing junior has been gritty 
in the circle since coming 
up as a freshman. The ma-
jority of the club is made 
up of a talented group of 
sophomores, starting with 
athletic centerfielder Des-
tiny Marino. Jessica Vietez 
will see time at catcher and 
in left field. 

Evansville-bound pitcher/third baseman Jonathan Ramon will be a key cog for a Molloy team. 
Photo by Robert Cole

Mary Louis softball facing strong Molloy, Prep clubs

TMLA Coach Ginny Peiser believes her team has a deep lineup. 
Photo by An Rong Xu
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BY MARC RAIMONDI AND 
JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

ALBANY — Jessica 
Glaz was fouled and landed 
hard hip first on the ball in 
the fourth quarter. She was 
on the ground for a minute, 
writhing in pain. But the 
Scholars Academy sopho-
more refused to come out of 
the game. Never mind that 
her team was facing an in-
surmountable deficit.

“You’re not gonna be 
able to keep her out of the 
game,” Scholars basketball 
Coach Janet Kleiner said 
after a 72-44 loss to Long 
Island Lutheran in the 
New York State Federation 
Class B semifinals Friday 
morning. “She is as men-
tally and physically tough 
as they come.”

Kleiner said the train-
er looked at Glaz while she 
was on the ground and gave 
the coach the option to re-
move her from the game. 
Kleiner gave one look to 
Glaz and she refused to 
come off the Times Union 
Center court.

“I wanted to keep the 
motivation up,” Glaz said. 
“It doesn’t matter that 
we’re not gonna come back. 
We at least wanted to make 
the lead less.”

She finished with 21 
points, including a 5-of-
7 clip from three-point 
range. Kayla Nolan added 
nine points. It was Scholars 
Academy’s second-straight 
trip here in just its third 
varsity season. The two-
time PSAL Class B cham-
pion did it this year with a 
vastly different group. Tay-
lor Gallagher was the only 

returning starter.
“It was not expected 

at all this season,” Kleiner 
said.

After winning two 
in a row in the ‘B’ league, 
Kleiner said the Seawolves 
will petition the PSAL to 
move up to Class A next 
year. Glaz couldn’t be more 
excited about that opportu-
nity.

“In the ‘B,’ we proved 

ourselves,” she said.
So did Glaz. Kleiner 

called her performance 
against one of the area’s 
top teams a “typically Jes-
sie game. She’s always able 
to find a way.” Long Is-
land Lutheran Coach Rich 
Slater was impressed by 
the Rockaway school’s star 
10th-grader.

“She played hard, she 
competed,” Slater said. 

“She looked like she was 
having fun out there. She 
was one of the best shooters 
we saw this year.”

Loughlin seniors in 

search of college desti-

nation: Kasim Alston be-
lieves his two star seniors 
have shown they deserve 
better when it comes to 
recruiting. His daughter 
Nyree Alston and fellow 
guard Ayana Ratliff are 
still without a college schol-
arship offer as their Bishop 
Loughlin team is a victory 
away from winning the 
program’s first state Fed-
eration Class A crown.

“Somebody’s missing 
out,” the coach said.

He said the two know 
how to handle the ball and 
the pressure, play tough 
defense and make big shots 
when needed. The 5-foot-
6 Ratliff is an athletic 
slasher and Alston, who 
is 5-foot-5, is a sure-hand-
ed point guard, who can 
knock down the 3. Ratliff 
scored 25 points in the Li-
ons’ 70-58 state Federation 
Class A semifinal win over 
Rochester East Friday. She 
also had 30 points to help 
Loughlin beat Mary Louis 
for the CHSAA city title. 
Alston tallied 13 points, in-
cluding four three-pointers 
versus Rochester East.

“We play against the 
toughest competition,” 
Kasim Alston said. “Other 
kids who are signed don’t 
play against this level and 
are signed to mid-majors or 
majors and can’t even com-
pete and can’t even walk in 
those girls’ shoes.”

Scholars Academy’s Jessica Glaz had 21 points and five three-
pointers against Long Island Lutheran. Photo by Denis Gostev

Boys & Girls’ Rashad Andrews 
scored 26 points to lead the 
Kangaroos to their third-
straight city title Saturday. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Boys and Girls star 
shines at MSG debut

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

In early November, Ra-
shad Andrews was focused 
on helping St. Anthony re-
peat as mythical national 
basketball champion.

By mid-March, he was 
at Madison Square Garden, 
shooting the lights out and 
leading Boys & Girls to its 
third-straight PSAL Class 
AA title.

When reminded of the 
rollercoaster ride during 
the last four months of life, 
Andrews shook his head in 
disbelief.

“I never imagined any-
thing like this,” he said.

The 6-foot-5 wing left 
St. Anthony after a dis-
agreement with the school, 
which he said was non-bas-
ketball related and declined 
to go into the specifics.

The Queens native, 
who verbally committed to 
Adelphi in the fall, landed 
at Boys High and got off to 
a quick start, scoring 12 
points and adding eight re-
bounds in his debut, a rout 

of Westinghouse. He had his 
ups and downs, averaging 
10 points and five rebounds 
per game, but provided the 
Kangaroos with a tough pe-
rimeter defender, one of the 
team’s calling cards.

His postseason was fol-
lowing a similar path until 
Saturday afternoon at the 
Garden, when Andrews 
exploded for 26 points and 
earned MVP honors.

He almost single-hand-
edly gave Boys High a cush-
ion, scoring 21 points in the 
first half, and made all five 
of his three-point attempts. 
Shooting at the Garden is 
usually tough for players in 
their debut; Andrews felt at 
home.

“I felt comfortable on 
that court,” he said. “It felt 
like I was in the NBA.”

Jefferson Coach Law-
rence “Bud” Pollard said 
he was the difference in 
the title game. Andrews 
expected to have opportu-
nities, thinking the Orange 
Wave would look to take 
away Leroy “Truck” Fludd 
and Wesley Myers.

He took advantage of 
every chance, sinking the 
three-pointers and also 
getting to the free throw 
line and creating off the 
dribble.

“We were going to have 
to go to Rashad and he was 
prepared,” Myers said.

After the contest, when 
asked about Adelphi, An-
drews said he wasn’t sure 
about his immediate plans. 

During the week, he 
said he might consider 
opening up his recruit-
ment, but that he had yet 
to decommit from the Divi-
sion II school. 

Glaz gives it her all in loss
Scholars Academy sophomore plays through pain in semifi nal
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“Adrian is probably 
one of the top 10 players in 
the city,” Gorecki said. “I 
think at this stage of the 
game he’s a mini five-tool 
player.”

Gorecki is excited 
about this group, as much 
for all the talent at his dis-
posal as the caliber of kid. 
Before talking about his 
kids’ skill set, he raved 
about this group’s chem-
istry and how close the 
team seems to have gotten 
already.

“There is a synergy, 
everybody on the team 
makes everybody else bet-
ter,” he said. “We have an 
enthusiasm that just start-
ed spreading.”

The talent certainly 
seems to be there for a long 
playoff run. Gorecki said 

he sees the potential to get 
to “the last game.” Cardozo 
has fared well against a 
difficult preseason sched-
ule and nearly topped de-
fending champion George 
Washington after falling 
into an early hole. The 
coach said he scheduled the 
game as an early test, to see 
how kids would respond 
against a powerhouse foe it 
could see sometime in late 
May or early June.

“I wanted to play 
George Washington the 
first week of the season be-
cause I wanted to show the 
kids the intimidation fac-
tor up there. It’s a different 
atmosphere our kids aren’t 
accustomed to,” Gorecki 
said. “That’s over. We are 
no longer intimidated.”

In fact, Cardozo may 
be the team intimidating 
others this spring.

to get a read on because he’s 
only 5-foot-5 and throws 
harder than many might 
expect.

“The ball comes on you 
quickly,” Beyer said. “He 
has tremendous command, 
a good change-up.”

Tom Lehman is 
thrilled star center fielder 
Josh Almonte has emerged 
as a pro prospect. The Long 
Island City coach always 

saw such potential in Al-
monte, but he’s pleased not 
just for Almonte, but the ef-
fect it’s having on his entire 
team.

“Sometimes we have 
Division II, Division III 
schools come down, but 
this is a first for our pro-
gram,” Lehman said after 
three Major League scouts 
attended his team’s scrim-
mage against Grand Street 
Campus earlier in the week. 
“I always tell my guys you 
have to play like someone’s 
watching you. They see 
who’s watching and they’re 

like, ‘You’re right.’”
It also helps that Long 

Island City’s hardest work-
ing player is also Almonte, 
its best player, Lehman 
said. Not that Almonte is 
the Bulldogs’ lone threat. 
Cleanup hitter Leo Soto 
will bat behind Almonte, 
sophomore shortstop Chris-
tian Guerrero will also hit 
somewhere in the middle of 
the order and right-hander 
Charlie Mendes will be the 
staff ace.

“We have a very young 
team, but I think we can 
be very competitive,” Leh-

man said. “We have some 
talent.”

Newtown’s inexperi-
ence will be in the dugout, 
not on the field. With 11 
seniors and 10 juniors, the 
Pioneers are loaded with 
upperclassmen — but they 
will be playing for a new 
coach. Junior varsity head 
man Ramon Canela will 
take over for longtime head 
man Neil Rosenblatt.

“For me this is a 
dream true,” the Newtown 
graduate said. “I’m very 
happy for the opportunity 
to do this.”

Canela will be rely-
ing on veterans such as 
senior catcher Luis Este-
vez, junior third baseman 
Chris Moreno and pitchers 
Naveed Asif (senior) and 
Alex Cruz (junior). Canela 
is high on Asif, a 6-foot-5, 
240-pound hard-thrower he 
hopes can be an intimidat-
ing presence on the mound. 
He’s also looking for big 
things out of Cruz, who sat 
out last year after transfer-
ring into Newtown from 
Queens Vocational Tech.

Continued from Page 53

Adams
Continued from Page 53
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Get daily updates and Web exclusives online at

 www.TimesLedger.com

Do You Have Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus?

Winthrop-University Hospital Clinical Trials Center
is seeking volunteers with type 2 Diabetes Mellitus for a 
clinical research study of an investigational medication.

To be eligible for the study, you must:
� be 18-65 years of age
� be diagnosed with Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus

Eligible participants will receive study-required
medications and study-related medical care.

For more information, call 516-663-9582 or
e-mail clinicaltrials@winthrop.org

Visit us online at:
www.winthrop.org/departments/clinical/ctn

Conveniently located 1/2 block from the LIRR in Mineola

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†72 mos @ 3.9% APR financing w/$2991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. 

Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 4/2/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

1797917979179
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7215-40K mi.
8 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$12,981
*

$6,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#7904-59K mi.

*

2002 CHEVROLET

IMPALA
$5,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7972-137K mi.

*

2002 NISSAN

PATHFINDER 4X4
$8,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Sunroof, Stk#U7937-57K mi.

*

2004 TOYOTA

MATRIX XR
$7,981

3.0, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7982-92K mi.

*

2005 MAZDA

TRIBUTE 4X4

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#7889-40K mi.

*

2010 CHEVROLET

COBALT
$15,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/S, Stk#U7859-60K mi.

*

2008 TOYOTA

SIENNA LE
$9,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/S, Stk#U8060-69K mi.

*

2006 NISSAN

ALTIMA 3.5SE

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/S, Stk#U7976-63K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.

2007 
NISSAN MURANO S

$9,981
A/C, P/W, Manual, P/L, Stk#U7726-32K mi.

*

2006 MAZDA

3
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www.belmondorestaurant.com

with 8:00PM – Midnight
EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT

Bel Mondo Restaurant presents
Come and enjoy an evening 

of fine dining accompanied by 
a presentation of music including 
standards, Broadway & pop music. 

Friday, March 30th 
8pm - 11pmJim Reilly Jr.

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT

EV
ERY  Mon. – Wed. 

Receive $3.00 OFF your check before tax.
Mon. - Wed. 10% YY

Make your reservation for Sunday lunch or dinner

Brunch with 
the Easter Bunny

Children under 10 $4.95 
Adults $7.95

11:30am to 3:30pm 
Easter Egg Hunt 

& Much More
Choose from chef specials 

Regular menu available

Makee yyour res
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PALM SUNDAY 
Sunday April 1st

Songs by: 

BRITISH  INVASION Night 
 with GENERATION GAP!

Have Your Family Join 
The Bel Mondo Family 

For A Easter Feast!

EASTER SUNDAY  APRIL 8th 2012
Reservations start at 1:00pm

Breakfast with The Easter Bunny
FULL BUFFET

$4.95 $7.95

Easter Egg Hunt, Candy & Much more...
Pictures with The Easter Bunny... 

Don’t Forget Your Camera
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EASEAAS

SATURDAY 
MARCH 31st  

7-11PM
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