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Bayside Beacon may be fi nished
Samuel Field Y youth program at MS 158 eliminated in proposed city budget

BY PHIL CORSO

Bayside’s Beacon Program 
through the Samuel Field Y in 
Little Neck could be one of seven 
citywide programs to close this 
summer, according to an an-
nouncement from the city Depart-
ment of Youth and Community 
Development.

The programs were cut 
in response to Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s $2.1 million in pro-
posed budget reductions. The re-
ductions would need final approv-
al by the City Council before the 
new fiscal year begins July 1.

Samuel Field Y Executive 
Vice President and CEO Dr. Steve 
Goodman said axing his MS 158 
Beacon Program would disregard 
nearly 20 years of hard work.

“We kept kids off the streets, 
reduced crime and basically 
raised the academic performance 
of the kids and created a wonder-
ful resource for the community,” 
Goodman said. “We feel we’ve 
driven the economic engine of the 
community.”

The Beacon programs are 
academically driven community 
centers that operate after school, 
during summer vacation and on 
weekends and holidays to pro-
vide activities for children and 
families. Programs include bas-
ketball, Tae Kwon Do, counsel-
ing, vocational training, dance, 

Continued on Page 18

Halloran starts 
Congress run 

at Bowne Park
BY JOE ANUTA

City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) announced 
his bid for the congressional seat 
currently held by U.S. Rep. Gary 
Ackerman (D-Bayside) as three 
Democrats began petitioning to 
get on the ballot for a primary 
scheduled for June 26.

Halloran marched his two 
Great Danes into Bowne Park in 
Flushing Monday afternoon and 

declared his 
run to for 
the congres-
sional seat 
after receiv-
ing the en-

dorsement of the Queens Republi-
cans days earlier.

“I am very glad to be here to-
day and make my announcement 
just two blocks from where I live, 
and just 15 blocks from where I 
grew up,” he said.

Ackerman unexpectedly an-
nounced his retirement March 15, 
which means that the seat will be 
empty as of Jan. 2, 2013.

As of Monday evening, Hal-
loran was the only Republican 
candidate running for the seat 
and did not have a primary chal-
lenger, which was not the case for 
the Democratic hopefuls.

City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
and state Assembly members 

Continued on Page 16
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Avella says Creedmoor 
belongs in his district

WHAT BIG EYES YOU HAVE!

Atka, a gray arctic wolf from the Wolf Conservation Center of South Salem, N.Y., receives a round of applause from 
Maggie Howell, the center’s managing director, and visitors to the Alley Pond Environmental Center in Douglaston. 
Atka and Howell were on hand as part of an education workshop about wolves. See more photos on Page 56. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY PHIL CORSO
 
Removing a contro-

versial piece of land from 
his redrawn 11th District 
won’t silence state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who called for an investiga-
tion over what he suspects 
might be foul play.

In the redistricting 
plan as it stands, Avella’s 
district loses the roughly 
4.5 acres of land on the 
Creedmoor psychiatric 
hospital campus in what 
the senator said could be a 
deliberate attempt to muz-
zle him from sounding off 
over a disputed land deal.

Last year, he called on 
the attorney general and 
inspector general to inves-
tigate the state Dormitory 
Authority’s sale of the land 
 to the Indian Cultural and 
Community Center for $1.8 
million, a fraction of its as-
sessed value of $7.3 million, 
in a no-bid deal. The center 
wants to put up two nine-
story towers of senior hous-
ing and 
a com-
mu n it y 
center. 

“When I look at the 
proposed new district lines, 
it is blatantly obvious that 
some inappropriate and 
possibly unlawful conduct 
was involved,” Avella said. 
“It appears that somebody 
involved in the redistrict-
ing process had to have 
been influenced by inter-
ested parties for there to 
have been such a flagrant 
attempt to remove the loud-

est voice of opposition to 
this shady land grab.”

After the land was 
sold, Avella went on record 
to repeatedly question the 
transaction and said he 
was shocked to learn the 
property had been “inex-
plicably and surgically 
carved” from his proposed 
new district.

Leaders of more than 
a half dozen civic organi-
zations joined the senator 
at the Sunday news confer-
ence outside Creedmoor on 
Winchester Boulevard and 
area residents to protest 
what he called a murky  re-
districting process.

“There is no legiti-
mate reason why this area, 
which has nearly no voters 
at all, would be removed 
from Sen. Avella’s district,” 
said Richard Hellenbrecht, 
 chairman of the Bellerose 
Commonwealth Civic. “It is 

absolutely outrageous that 
the state Legislature would 
do this. Sen. Avella has 
been at the forefront of this 
issue and has been actively 
ensuring that this curious 
land sale continues to get 
investigated.”

Bob Friedrich, a civic 
leader who organized East-
ern Queens United to fight 
unfair redistricting, said 
there was apparent mal-
practice  getting in the way, 
echoing Hellenbrecht’s sen-
timents.

“This is a manifesta-
tion of the corruption of 
redistricting,” Friedrich 
said. “What happens on 
this Creedmoor campus 
directly affects the com-
munities in the senator’s 
district. There is no reason 
this area should be singled 
out and removed.”

Friedrich said al-
though Gov. Andrew Cuo-

mo had celebrated state 
redistricting reform as a 
victory, the changes were 
a “sham masquerading as 
reform.”

Avella said it was im-
portant that the Creedmoor 
property remained in his 
district because it might 
end up in the wrong hands, 
making it difficult for him 
to continue to look into the 
land deal.

“Having to overcome 
another senator’s opinion 
might give us a significant 
disadvantage in this dis-
cussion,” Avella said. “But 
it’s not going to work. It 
just gives us more cause to 
fight.”

Nonetheless, the sena-
tor said he would still run 
in the district the way it 
stands.

“We have no choice 
but to run,” Avella said.

BY PHIL CORSO

Teaching has been a 
major part of her life for de-
cades, and when it comes to 
children, there’s one topic 
Dr. Aline Euler said was 
critical to the future.

“It’s important to 
make sure that the young 
generation understands 
nature so they can protect 
and preserve it,” Euler said 
to a packed theater inside 
the Queens Museum of Art 
in Flushing. “We need to 
take care of our resources 
and not plunder them.”

Euler is the director of 
education for Little Neck’s 
Alley Pond Environmental 
Center and lives in Bayside, 
which explains why she 
drew a large crowd when 
honored by the United Na-
tions Association’s Queens 
chapter Saturday after-
noon. The ceremony was 
part of an Earth Day cer-
emony, marking the begin-
ning of spring and raising 
environmental awareness.

UNA President John 
Tandana said Euler was 
being honored for “help-
ing make APEC what it is 
today,” through decades 
of dedication and teaching 
children about their envi-
ronment.

“Aline became involved 
early on with APEC and she 
never left,” Tandana said. 
“She believes young people 
can maintain the right atti-
tude for life if taught at an 
early age.”

Margaret Shannon, of 
the UNA, introduced Euler 
before she accepted her rec-
ognition and said her work 
with APEC was invaluable.

“We hope she contin-
ues to change the world one 
student at a time,” Shannon 
said. “We all benefit from 
her work.”

The Alley Pond En-
vironmental Center is a 
nonprofit environmental 
organization dedicated 
to teaching children and 
adults in the New York 

State Sen. Tony Avella (r.) is joined by civic leaders Bob Friedrich, Jerry Wind and Mike O’Keeffe to pro-
test the recently redrawn district lines. Photo by Christina Santucci

Avella loses voice on ICCC
Senator lambasts plan to cut Creedmoor center out of his district

UN group honors 
APEC ed director

Dr. Aline Euler (c.), of Little Neck’s Alley Pond Environmental 
Center, accepts her Earth Day award from the United Nations 
Association’s Queens chapter. Photo by Phil Corso

Continued on Page 16
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All-girl team from Queens wins robotic Lego contest
Foursome ranging from 9 to 13 years old will advance to St. Louis for international tournament

BY PHIL CORSO
 
Piece by piece, they’re 

building toward an academ-
ic experience their friends 
at school are not getting 
and after winning top hon-
ors at the New York City 
First Lego League Regional 
Tournament in Manhattan, 
the first all-girl Lego team 
in Fresh Meadows has a lot 
to be excited about.

“It was mind-blowing 
when we heard we won,” 
said Bayside 12-year-old 
Courtney Chiu, who joined 
with three others to make 
up the first girls’ team at 
RoboMindTech, at 185-10 S. 
Union Tnpk. “It didn’t sink 
in right away.”

Chiu and her team-
mates Peye Wong, 13, of 
Flushing; Jessica Balaram, 
13, of Jamaica; and Alexis 
Chen, 9, of Fresh Meadows 
celebrated their victory as 
the first girl’s team to win 

out of their Fresh Meadows 
community center. 

The team competed 
and placed first in a region-
al tournament held at the 
Javits Center in Manhat-
tan the weekend of March 
17. They are preparing to 
go on to an international 
tournament that includes 
57 countries in St. Louis 
April 26- 27. 

The girls were sought 
after and coached in Lego 
robotics by Veryl Greene, a 
retired teacher from South 
Jamaica. After years of 
working with mostly boys, 
Greene said she wanted an 
all-girls team to learn and 
grow together.

“I thought, ‘It’s about 
time we get some girls into 
this because we need some 
female future scientists,” 
Greene said.

As a self-proclaimed 
“adult fan of Legos,” Greene 
said it was a task she was 

more than happy to take 
on.

“I love this stuff,” 
Greene said. “It’s not just 
playing with a toy. It’s what 
the kids get out of it in pre-
paring  for the future.”

The RoboGbots team 
was assembled in Septem-
ber at RoboMindTech in 

Fresh Meadows, a robotic 
academy community sci-
ence and technology center 
geared toward introducing 
children to academic sub-
jects in a fun and engag-
ing way. Program Director 
Dennis Chan said it took 
the center two months to 
find the four girls and just 

as many months for them to 
bond into a team.

“Their experiences 
here can carry on into 
so many other things in 
school and life,” Chan said. 
“This team is exceptional 
and it goes beyond robots. 
They’ve excelled in techni-
cal design, project research 
and performance.”

Wong’s mother, Leona, 
said she was glad to see 
her daughter spend after-
school hours in such a posi-
tive way. She said she was 
shocked to see how quickly 
they achieved champion-
ship status.

“We didn’t expect a 
victory. We were actually 
ready to console them on 
the car ride home,” Leona 
Wong said. “But they com-
peted and won against 
schools with more resourc-
es and money. We were very 
shocked. There was a lot of 
crying.”

The team built and 
programmed a Lego robot, 
which navigated its way 
through a pre-designated 
course.

“The kids can learn 
while feeling like they’re 
accomplishing something,” 
Greene said. “As a coach, 
I’ve seen a total attitude 
change in the girls.”

In another aspect of the 
tournament, the girls had 
to follow a theme provided 
by the league and conduct 
research and innovation 
on the subject. This year’s 
topic on food was tackled 
by the team’s research on 
the expiration dates of milk 
and they had to build a Lego 
device that could scan QR 
codes on milk containers to 
check its status.

“It’s fun because we’re 
actually working towards 
something,” Peye Wong 
said. “We’re doing some-
thing for the future.”

RoboGBot team members (l.-r.) Peye Wong, Courtney Chiu, Jessica 
Balaram and Alexis Chen hold their trophy with Coach Veryl Greene 
(c.).  Photo by Christina Santucci

April 1 Palm Sunday
Procession with palms
Reading of the Passion
Holy Eucharist

8:00 & 10:30am

April 5 Maundy Thursday
Foot washing
Holy Eucharist
Night Watch

7:30pm

Also on Maundy Thursday
Stations of the Cross
   by our Children in the Parish Hall

8:30pm

April 6 Good Friday
Solemn Liturgy
Veneration of the Cross

1:30pm

Also on Good Friday
Passion Play Reading
   by our Youth in the Parish Hall

7:00pm

April 7 Holy Saturday Zion will take part 
in a joint Vigil Service only.
Held at All Saints’ Church, Bayside
Followed by refreshments

8:00pm

April 8 Easter Sunday
Holy Eurcharist
Easter Egg Hunt

8:00 & 10:30am

11:30am

Holy Week Schedule

ZION EPISCOPAL CHURCH - 243-01 Northern Blvd., Douglaston, NY 11363

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WELCOMES ALL

We invite you to join us at any of these Holy Week liturgies.

BUY ONE PAIR GLASSES
at reg. price

GET 2nd PAIR

50% OFF
w/coupon, exp.04-08-12

SPECIAL #1

NO-LINE BIFOCALS

Progressive Lenses

with Metal Frames

w/coupon, exp.04-08-12

VARILUX

PROGRESSIVE LENSES

w/coupon, exp.04-08-12
$16999*

DISPOSABLE CONTACTS

w/coupon, exp.04-08-12

$99*

2 PAIRS OF

CONTACTS OR GLASSES

w/coupon, exp.04-08-12

$99

$99

Exam
Extra

Exam
Extra

SPECIAL #2

SPECIAL #3

SPECIAL #4

SPECIAL #5

39-25 Bell Blvd., Bayside
718 279-2020We are a GVS Provider   of Bayside  Se Habla Español

Doctor In: Mon., Wed., Fri. 1030-530, Tues. & Thurs. 1130-730, Sat. 1030-430

* Some Restrictions Apply: May not be combined with any other offers, promotions, 
specials, union or insurance plans... Coupon must be presented at time of sale. Thanks.

We Accept GVS and Many Third Party, 
Union and Insurance Plans

MONTHLY DRAWING!
New Prizes Each Month

 to Local Merchants
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

With an area of nearly 
13 square miles and 354 
miles of roads, the 105th 
Precinct is the fourth larg-
est  in the city, snaking its 
way up along the Queens-
Nassau County border. 
Community members 
in neighborhoods from 
Rosedale to Glen Oaks say 
the precinct is too big, so 
they are calling on the city 
to split it in half.

The precinct’s station 
house is in the northern 
part of the patrol’s Queens 
Village neighborhood, at 
92-08 222nd St.

Deputy Inspector Jo-
seph Courtesis, the 105th’s 
commanding officer, said 
the sheer size of his com-
mand “makes deployment a 
challenge, especially when 
there’s more than one con-
dition.”

Citing longer-than-
average response times to 
neighborhoods in the south, 

the NYPD in 2007 opened a 
satellite station house, at 
242-40 N. Conduit Ave. in 
Rosedale, and residents are 
urging the department to 
turn the satellite into the 
borough’s newest precinct, 
which would be called the 
116th.

The precinct’s com-
munity council, which nor-
mally meets at the station 
house in Queens Village, 
was scheduled to meet this 
week at the satellite sta-
tion.

Dwight Johnson, presi-
dent of the Federated Blocks 
of Laurelton, called on resi-
dents in the precinct to at-
tend the meeting and send a 
message to Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, Police Commis-
sioner Ray Kelly, Borough 
President Helen Marshall, 
City Council members and 
other elected officials that 
southeast Queens needs its 
own precinct.

“We’re trying to get 
people to understand that 

the satellite needs to be a 
full-fledged precinct,” he 
said.

That message seems to 
be getting out.

Among the borough 
president’s budget priori-
ties for the coming fiscal 
year was a request to split 
the 105th Precinct in two, 
and earlier this year state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) and state Assembly-
man Ed Braunstein (D-
Bayside), whose districts 
include neighborhoods in 
the 105th’s northern sec-
tion, introduced legislation 
to split the precinct as well 
as Flushing’s 109th Pre-
cinct in half.

“At this time it is 
wholly appropriate to build 
on the action that Commis-

sioner Kelly took in 2007 
and create a formal sub-
division of the 105th Pre-
cinct and similarly divide 
the 109th Precinct in order 
to adequately protect the 
neighborhoods and com-
munities they serve,” Avel-
la said.

Councilman James 
Sanders (D-Laurelton) said 
he was in full support of a 
new 116th Precinct, a pro-
posal he said he introduced 
back in 2002.

In 2009, the city broke 
ground on a 121st Precinct 
on Staten Island, where the 
current 120th, 122nd and 
123rd are the three largest 
geographic precincts in the 
city.

Sanders criticized offi-
cials for building a new pre-
cinct in Staten Island, when 
southeast Queens only got a 
satellite station.

“I would argue it was 
based on politics,” he said.

Communities rally to split 105th Precinct in two

The 105th Precinct’s satel-
lite station house in Rosedale, 
which advocates want to be-
come a full-fledged precinct. 

Photo by Nykeema Williams

Bayside restaurateur pans 
city’s letter grading system

BY PHIL CORSO

After more than a 
year of striving for an A 
grade, one Bayside res-
taurant owner  is giving 
bad marks to Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s efforts 
to regulate health stan-
dards in eateries.

The city-imposed 
grading system has seen 
some backlash from res-
taurant owners, with 
businesses saying it has 
cost them to make the 
grade.

William Degel owns 
Uncle Jack’s Steakhouse 
on Bell Boulevard and 
said he created entirely 
new positions for health 
liaisons at all three of 
his eateries in the met-
ropolitan area to oversee 
standards and ensure A 
grades during city De-

partment of Health in-
spections.

“It’s very costly and 
you have to always be on 
top of it,” Degel said.

Degel said that 
though it is good to over-
see restaurants’ eating 
and cooking conditions, 
the Bloomberg adminis-
tration was using the sys-
tem as a revenue stream, 
with consistently new 
regulations that are im-
possible to keep up with.

According to Degel, 
what may have passed 
during one inspection 
might later on become 
unacceptable, lowering a 
restaurant’s grade.

“It’s not easy for 
stores to find out about 
these new rules and regu-
lations,” Degel said. “The 
only way to learn about 
them is by receiving 

fines.”
Since implementing 

the letter grade system, 
Degel said he has received 
more than $5,000 in fines 
between his three loca-
tions.

“There’s no question 
that the letter grade sys-
tem has had a negative 
impact on the restaurant 
business,” said Andrew 
Rigie, executive vice 
president of the New York 
State Restaurant Asso-
ciation. “It created a very 
shameful and tense envi-
ronment in which to run 
a restaurant.”

Rigie said that while 
almost all business own-
ers support health and 
safety inspections, the 
goal could be achieved 
through a more coopera-
tive and educational in-
spection process.
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

AND MORE!

*FREE EYE EXAM
with the purchase of Glasses. Contact lens fitting additional. 

*See store for details.

EYEGLASSES
2 for $99

Includes: EYE EXAM, Frames & Lenses

NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
 EYEGLASSES
Includes: EYE EXAM, No-Line 

Bifocal Lenses & Frame

DISPOSABLE 
 CONTACTS

Includes: EYE EXAM & 
2 Boxes of Lenses

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses plus FREE 2nd Pair. 

Includes EYE EXAM.

BUY NOW 

PAY LATER

0% interest free 

financing. See store 

for details.

$99 $99

718.631.3699

We are a 

and we accept 

We accept 

UFT, Nursing 
and many more 
Insurance Plans

Flex 
Spending
Use it or 
lose it!
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Rory Lancman (D-Fresh Meadows) and 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) all put in bids for 
the seat as well.

Each will need to collect hundreds of 
 signatures by April 16 in order to get on the 
ballot, a process known as petitioning.

But along with signatures, the peti-
tions also contain insight into who is sup-
porting the candidate.

In the case of emergencies that would 

prohibit a candidate from running, each 
congressional hopeful lists people who 
would pick a successor. The group is called 
the committee to fill vacancies.

Meng’s committee includes all mem-
bers of the Queens Democratic Party, since 
she snagged the party endorsement. First 
on her list is Rep. Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), chairman of the party. Also in-
cluded is fellow Assemblymen Michael 
Simanowitz (D-Flushing) and Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights).

Lancman’s list includes Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (D-Ridgewood), his chief of staff 
Dominic Panakal and his friend Stephanie 

Goldstone.
Crowley’s committee, on the other 

hand, does not have overt support from 
the Democratic Party. Her list includes the 
father of Assemblyman Michael Miller (D-
Woodhaven), along with her sister Alice 
Crowley, two members of her campaign 
staff and community leaders.

The primary had been moved from 
September to June 26 to comply with feder-
al election laws stipulating that members 
of the military had to be given enough time 
to send in their ballots. The election will be 
held Nov. 6.

That means the primary season will 
be shorter than normal, and the race be-
tween Democrats and Republicans longer.

None of the candidates in the race 
have filed with the Federal Election Com-
mission, but their next filing date will 
show how well they will stack up financial-
ly against each other.

The race kicked off earlier this month 
after Ackerman shocked the political 
world by announcing his retirement. He 
will serve out the remaining 10 months of 
his term before leaving office Jan. 2.

Although only one of the three Demo-
crats will face off against Halloran — pro-
vided he receives enough signatures to get 
on the ballot — all three blasted the Repub-
lican’s bid for the seat, with Meng saying, 
“I’m particularly interested to hear Dan’s 
take on recent partisan attacks on women’s 
access to health care.”

area. In doing so, the group also works to 
preserve Little Neck’s roughly 65-acre Al-
ley Pond Park.

“When you’re there, you don’t feel like 
you’re in New York City,” Tandana said.

Euler accepted her award in the com-
pany of various APEC members as well as 
former state Sen. Frank Padavan. She said 
the former senator was the first to provide 
APEC with significant funding and was 
critical to the group’s growth in recent 
years.

The Earth Day ceremony also in-
cluded a minute of silence for peace ac-
companied by a bell ringing, from which 
the group marked the beginning of spring. 
There were various performances, includ-
ing a Wianek Polish folk dance, a piano re-
cital by Anh Nguyen, a cello performance 
from Jacob Cohen and a children’s choir.

Upon receiving her award of recogni-
tion, Euler spoke of APEC’s growing reach 
through various educational programs, 
which included thousands of children.

“It’s our young children who will 
have to fight to save the planet,” Euler 
said, speaking of a planet that has grown 
to almost 7 billion people, depleting natu-
ral resources. “We all could do something 
to help.”

City Councilman Dan Halloran (c.) announces he will run for Congress amid supporters, including for-
mer state Sen. Frank Padavan (second from l.). Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued from Page 2

Earth Day

Continued from Page 1

Halloran
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DRY CLEANING 
$5.oo OFF

$25 minimum. Expires 4/30/12

ALTERATION
10% OFF

$20 minimum. Expires 4/30/12

COMFORTER 
$2.oo OFF

Expires 4/30/12

WASH & FOLD
8o¢ per additional lb.
$10 minimum. 12 lbs. or more. Expires 4/30/12

 High Quality Same Day Service
 Expert Dry-cleaning & Alteration
 Wash & Fold Laundry

 
 
  

Under NEW
Management

FREE
Pick-Up &
Delivery

Min. 20lbs.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon. - Sat. 6:30AM-8:00PM  & Sun. 6:30AM-7:00PM

$$Flat Screen 
TV & Free 

Wi-Fi

Tel: 718-281-0603
252-01 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY

Touch of Class
S A L O N  &  S PA

COME IN AND EXPERIENCE OUR UPSCALE
SALON WITH MODEST PRICING.

We are proud to announce our

 

NEW CLIENT

$25.00*
*Long or Thick Hair Slightly Higher

NEW CLIENT

$50.00*
*Long or Thick Hair Slightly Higher

Shoulder Length 
or Shorter

$125.00*
*Long or Thick Hair Slightly Higher

 $45.00*
*Long or Thick Hair Slightly Higher

NEW CLIENT

$10.00* 
*Long or Thick Hair Slightly Higher
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drama and more.
Out of 81 Beacon pro-

grams currently running 
in New York City, MS 158, 
at 46-35 Oceania St. in Bay-
side,  was chosen based upon 
the area’s socio-economic 
needs. Goodman said the 
program was being cut be-
cause of its success, not its 
failure.

“We are very deeply 
concerned that we will see 
kids on the street unsuper-
vised or at risk,” Goodman 
said. “The community is 
losing this service that’s 
been critically important 
in bringing it to this level 

of success. It wasn’t always 
like that.”

The seven Beacon 
programs to be shut down 
included Queens’ Samuel 
Field Y, at MS 158 in Bay-
side, and Forest Hills’ 
Queens Community House, 
at JHS 190, along with the 
Tottenville High School 
Jewish Community Center 
of Staten Island, the Phipps 
Community Development 
at IS 192 in the Bronx, Heart 
Share Human Services at 
IS 259 in Brooklyn, Stanley 
M. Isaacs Neighborhood 
Center at PS 198 in Manhat-
tan and Hudson Guild at 
MS 414 in Manhattan.

The news disturbed 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone), who 

said residents of Bayside 
and Little Neck were losing 
an invaluable resource.

“Once again, north-
east Queens gets the short 
end of the stick,” Halloran 
said. “Parents rely on the 
Beacon programs to pro-
vide a safe and nurturing 
environment after school.”

Halloran said that al-
though each Beacon Pro-
gram costs about $334,000 
to operate annually, it is a 
necessary cost in servicing 
the local community.

“City Hall bureaucrats 
must think we’re flush with 
services here in Bayside. 
They are wrong,” Halloran 
said. “If they came out to 
see what is happening in 
our schools in northeast 
Queens, they would realize 
that we need Beacon pro-
grams.”

The councilman said 
the city should reconsider 
its plan and instead trim 
costs from each program to 
avoid closures.

The Y’s Goodman said 
cutting Beacon programs 
to save the city $2.1 million 
was the wrong way to go 
about saving money.

DECORATIONS IN DOUGLASTON
Renee Petrillo from Little Neck gets help with her bracelet during a jewelry-making workshop 
at the Douglaston branch of Queens Library. Owners of SD Bijoux Jewelry showed partici-
pants how to make various accessories. Photo by Nykeema Williams

The cutting of the Beacon program at the Samuel Field Y could 
end nearly 20 years of academics-based community service in the 
area. Photo courtesy Samuel Field Y

Continued from Page 1

Beacon

* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields 

(APYs) are effective February 1, 2012 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial penalty and IRS penalty for 

premature withdrawals. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA account. Check www.RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject to change. The 

Bank has the right to substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 17, 2012. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points or Watch is $1,500 

and CD term must be at least one year.
Member FDIC

18 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.00%
 APY**

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS TIMELY IRA OFFER!
Bump-Up For A Better Rate!*

WHEN YOU OPEN AN IRA OR 
COVERDELL EDUCATION 
ACCOUNT WITH $1,500 OR MORE 
BEFORE APRIL 17TH, YOU MAY 
CHOOSE EITHER A STYLISH 
MEN’S OR LADIES’ WATCH, OR 
RECEIVE 100 REWARD POINTS*** 
REDEEMABLE FOR EXCITING 
GIFTS LIKE THOSE SHOWN!

Enjoy A Shorter Term!m!

Minimum Deposit is $500 

5 YEAR BUMP-UP IRA CD

1.85%
 APY**

3 YEAR BUMP-UP IRA CD

1.35%
 APY**
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Visit www.ridgewoodbank.com
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Fresh Produce, Dairy, and all your Grocery Needs!

Italian, Greek, Turkish, and Arabic Specialty Food Items!

Fresh Semolina Bread $0.99

One Gallon of Milk $2.99

San Paolo Cookies $1.99

5LB Onion $1.99

122-17 20th Avenue
College Point
718.463.8301

8am-8pm

22 7 2 hhhh AAA122 7 200 hh22 17 20 h A

Fresh Point Farm

April 5th!
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