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BY JOE ANUTA

City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) announced 
his bid for the congressional seat 
currently held by U.S. Rep. Gary 

Ackerman (D-Bayside) 
as three Democrats be-
gan petitioning to get on 
the ballot for a primary 
scheduled for June 26.

Halloran marched his two 
Great Danes into Bowne Park in 

Flushing Monday after-
noon and declared his 
run to for the congressio-
nal seat after receiving 
the endorsement of the 

Queens Republicans days earlier.
“I am very glad to be here to-

day and make my announcement 
just two blocks from where I live, 
and just 15 blocks from where I 
grew up,” he said.

Ackerman unexpectedly an-
nounced his retirement March 

Continued on Page 18

Halloran kicks off Congress run
Whitestone GOP councilman joins three Dems in heated race for Ackerman seat

Whitestone 
ambulance 

short of funds
BY JOE ANUTA

In a city where an ambulance 
ride could cost more than $1,000, a 
Whitestone volunteer ambulance 
group offers emergency transport 
at no cost, but the free ride might 
not last.

An April 7 fund-raiser hopes 
to collect  money for the Whites-
tone Community Volunteer Am-
bulance Service, which is run-
ning dry on funding, according 
to Charles Silverstein, captain of 
the service.

“If we don’t do anything, we 
will end up closing,” he said. “But 
we’re doing stuff, so that’s not go-
ing to happen.” 

The service, located in a two-
story building at 12-15 150th St., 
operates two vehicles with a staff 
of about 80 people, which includes 
youth volunteers, board mem-
bers, affiliates, captains and the 
actual volunteer staff who man 
the ambulances and phones.

It is the busiest service in 
the city, and took about 1,700 calls 
over the course of last year. It 
provides three main functions: 
emergency transport to a hospi-
tal, especially when the service 
gets plugged into the 911 system; 
transport to or from hospitals for 
patients in a non-emergency; or 
standing by at sporting events or 
parades in case of emergency.

Although the service offers 
Continued on Page 18
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New election districts 
anger some lawmakers

TRYING TO SAVE THE PLANET

College Point resident Kathryn Cervino (c.), co-founder of the Coastal Preservation Network, describes ways to recycle items not accepted by the city’s recy-
cling program during the Going Green in Queens fair. See coverage on Pages 7 and 22.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY PHIL CORSO
 
Removing a contro-

versial piece of land from 
his redrawn 11th District 
won’t silence state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who called for an investiga-
tion over what he suspects 
might be foul play.

In the redistricting 
plan as it stands, Avella’s 
district loses the roughly 
4.5 acres of land on the 
Creedmoor psychiatric 
hospital campus in what 
the senator said could be a 
deliberate attempt to muz-
zle him from sounding off 
over a disputed land deal.

Last year, he called on 
the attorney general and 
inspector general to inves-
tigate the state Dormitory 
Authority’s sale of the land 
 to the Indian Cultural and 
Community Center for $1.8 
million, a fraction of its 
assessed value of $7.3 mil-
lion, in a no-bid deal. The 
center wants to put up two 
nine-story towers of senior 
housing and a community 
center. 

“When I look at the 
proposed new district lines, 
it is blatantly obvious that 
some inappropriate and 
possibly unlawful conduct 
was involved,” Avella said. 
“It appears that somebody 
involved in the redistrict-
ing process had to have 
been influenced by inter-
ested parties for there to 
have been such a flagrant 
attempt to remove the loud-
est voice of opposition to 
this shady land grab.”

After the land was 

sold, Avella went on record 
to repeatedly question the 
transaction and said he 
was shocked to learn the 
property had been “inex-
plicably and surgically 
carved” from his proposed 
new district.

Leaders of more than 
a half dozen civic organi-
zations joined the senator 
at the Sunday news con-
ference outside 
Creedmoor on 
W i n c h e s t e r 
Boulevard and 
area residents to 
protest what he 
called a murky  redistrict-
ing process.

“There is no legiti-
mate reason why this area, 
which has nearly no voters 
at all, would be removed 
from Sen. Avella’s district,” 
said Richard Hellenbrecht, 

 chairman of the Bellerose 
Commonwealth Civic. “It is 
absolutely outrageous that 
the state Legislature would 
do this. Sen. Avella has 
been at the forefront of this 
issue and has been actively 
ensuring that this curious 
land sale continues to get 
investigated.”

Bob Friedrich, a civic 
leader who organized East-

ern Queens United 
to fight unfair redis-
tricting, said there 
was apparent mal-
practice  getting in 
the way, echoing Hel-

lenbrecht’s sentiments.
“This is a manifesta-

tion of the corruption of 
redistricting,” Friedrich 
said. “What happens on 
this Creedmoor campus 
directly affects the com-
munities in the senator’s 

district. There is no reason 
this area should be singled 
out and removed.”

Friedrich said al-
though Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo had celebrated state 
redistricting reform as a 
victory, the changes were 
a “sham masquerading as 
reform.”

Avella said it was im-
portant that the Creedmoor 
property remained in his 
district because it might 
end up in the wrong hands, 
making it difficult for him 
to continue to look into the 
land deal.

“Having to overcome 
another senator’s opinion 
might give us a significant 
disadvantage in this dis-
cussion,” Avella said. “But 
it’s not going to work. It 
just gives us more cause to 
fight.”

BY JOE ANUTA

Northeast Queens 
commuters might be pull-
ing out their hair over two 
more years of ongoing con-
struction on the Whitestone 
Bridge, but for children the 
important work is nearly 
complete, thanks to a new 
playground set to open in 
early May.

MTA Bridges and 
Tunnels announced that 
the playground in Francis 
Lewis Park will be reborn 
on better real estate boast-
ing new equipment, just in 
time for spring.

“We are proud to be 
part of this close-knit com-
munity and work hard to 
continue to be a good neigh-
bor,” said Ray Webb, the 
MTA general manager for 
the bridge. “We hope that 
the new playground will 
bring smiles to all who use 
it for many years to come.”

The playground will 
be located east of the bocce 
courts in Francis Lewis 

Park, a step up from the old 
location nearly directly un-
der the bridge, according to 
the MTA.

The site includes new 
swings, a climbing boulder, 
sprinkler-like fixtures to 
douse any nearby children 
and a sensory play area, 
where youngsters can in-
vestigate different physical 
phenomena. The amenities 
might not be as exciting 
for adults, but new benches 
that the MTA plans to in-
stall might be a good place 
to sit and view the world.

The concession is part 
of a $107 million project 
to widen the Whitestone 
Bridge over a 3 1/2 year con-
struction period. The extra 
space will provide room for 
an emergency lane.

As part of the construc-
tion process, the Queens 
side of the bridge will lose 
a lane of traffic for a year 
beginning this summer.

In addition, the north-
bound 3rd Avenue exit will 

State Sen. Tony Avella (r.) is joined by civic leaders Bob Friedrich, Jerry Wind and Mike O’Keeffe to pro-
test the recently redrawn district lines. Photo by Christina Santucci

Avella loses voice on ICCC
Senator calls foul on plan to cut disputed center out of his district

Francis Lew Park waits 
for new play area in May

A contractor dismantles the playground under the Whitestone 
Bridge. Photo courtesy Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Authority

Continued on Page 18
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All-girl team from Queens wins robotic Lego contest
Foursome ranging from 9 to 13 years old will advance to St. Louis for international tournament

BY PHIL CORSO
 
Piece by piece, they’re 

building toward an academ-
ic experience their friends 
at school are not getting 
and after winning top hon-
ors at the New York City 
First Lego League Regional 
Tournament in Manhattan, 
the first all-girl Lego team 
in Fresh Meadows has a lot 
to be excited about.

“It was mind-blowing 
when we heard we won,” 
said Bayside 12-year-old 
Courtney Chiu, who joined 
with three others to make 
up the first girls’ team at 
RoboMindTech, at 185-10 S. 
Union Tnpk. “It didn’t sink 
in right away.”

Chiu and her team-
mates Peye Wong, 13, of 
Flushing; Jessica Balaram, 
13, of Jamaica; and Alexis 
Chen, 9, of Fresh Meadows 
celebrated their victory as 
the first girl’s team to win 

out of their Fresh Meadows 
community center. 

The team competed 
and placed first in a region-
al tournament held at the 
Javits Center in Manhat-
tan the weekend of March 
17. They are preparing to 
go on to an international 
tournament that includes 
57 countries in St. Louis 
April 26- 27. 

The girls were sought 
after and coached in Lego 
robotics by Veryl Greene, a 
retired teacher from South 
Jamaica. After years of 
working with mostly boys, 
Greene said she wanted an 
all-girls team to learn and 
grow together.

“I thought, ‘It’s about 
time we get some girls into 
this because we need some 
female future scientists,” 
Greene said.

As a self-proclaimed 
“adult fan of Legos,” Greene 
said it was a task she was 

more than happy to take 
on.

“I love this stuff,” 
Greene said. “It’s not just 
playing with a toy. It’s what 
the kids get out of it in pre-
paring  for the future.”

The RoboGbots team 
was assembled in Septem-
ber at RoboMindTech in 

Fresh Meadows, a robotic 
academy community sci-
ence and technology center 
geared toward introducing 
children to academic sub-
jects in a fun and engag-
ing way. Program Director 
Dennis Chan said it took 
the center two months to 
find the four girls and just 

as many months for them to 
bond into a team.

“Their experiences 
here can carry on into 
so many other things in 
school and life,” Chan said. 
“This team is exceptional 
and it goes beyond robots. 
They’ve excelled in techni-
cal design, project research 
and performance.”

Wong’s mother, Leona, 
said she was glad to see 
her daughter spend after-
school hours in such a posi-
tive way. She said she was 
shocked to see how quickly 
they achieved champion-
ship status.

“We didn’t expect a 
victory. We were actually 
ready to console them on 
the car ride home,” Leona 
Wong said. “But they com-
peted and won against 
schools with more resourc-
es and money. We were very 
shocked. There was a lot of 
crying.”

The team built and 
programmed a Lego robot, 
which navigated its way 
through a pre-designated 
course.

“The kids can learn 
while feeling like they’re 
accomplishing something,” 
Greene said. “As a coach, 
I’ve seen a total attitude 
change in the girls.”

In another aspect of the 
tournament, the girls had 
to follow a theme provided 
by the league and conduct 
research and innovation 
on the subject. This year’s 
topic on food was tackled 
by the team’s research on 
the expiration dates of milk 
and they had to build a Lego 
device that could scan QR 
codes on milk containers to 
check its status.

“It’s fun because we’re 
actually working towards 
something,” Peye Wong 
said. “We’re doing some-
thing for the future.”

RoboGBot team members (l.-r.) Peye Wong, Courtney Chiu, Jessica 
Balaram and Alexis Chen hold their trophy with Coach Veryl Greene 
(c.).  Photo by Christina Santucci
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Auburndale fi rehouse work worries northeast Queens
BY JOE ANUTA

Civic leaders expressed 
concern after learning that 
an Auburndale firehouse 
will be full of construction 
workers for nine months 
but empty of the city’s Brav-
est.

The FDNY is perform-
ing renovations to a fire-
house at 36-18 Francis Lew-
is Blvd., where Engine 320 
and Ladder 167 are located.

Construction crews 
will be renovating the first 
floor of the building, which 
is set to take about nine 
months, according to FDNY 
spokesman Frank Dwyer.

During those nine 
months, the two trucks 
normally stationed at the 
house will be moved to sep-
arate locations in northeast 
Queens, Dwyer said.

Engine 320 will be re-
located to the quarters of 
Engine 274, at 41-20 Mur-
ray St. in Flushing. Ladder 
167 will be relocated to the 
quarters of Engine 306, at 

40-18 214th Place in Bayside. 
An engine carries water to 
a fire, while a ladder car-
ries a ladder — along with 
all the firefighters who en-
ter flaming buildings.

“These are the next 

closest firehouses. We do 
not anticipate an impact to 
service in the area,” Dwyer 
said. “We have procedures 
and redundancies in place 
to ensure that we are in a 
position to respond to the 

emergencies that arise.”
But Community Board 

7 Chairman Gene Kelty, 
who is also an FDNY bat-
talion chief, expressed con-
cern at a recent meeting 
that the empty house might 

indirectly affect fire ser-
vice to the area.

Kelty’s concerns cen-
ter around a complex al-
gorithm  FDNY computers 
use to assign engines to an 
emergency.

Typically, the closest 
fire trucks are dispatched 
to deal with any emer-
gency, but if the trucks are 
occupied with another job, 
the computer will reroute 
trucks from the next near-
est location.

Since Auburndale will 
already be missing engines 
from its firehouse, Kelty 
wanted to make sure the 
FDNY does not reroute any 
trucks from Flushing, Bay-
side or College Point out-
side the area unless it is an 
emergency.

His concerns are root-
ed in the fact that an engine 
at a Whitestone firehouse 
was rerouted about 15 times 
in a matter of weeks, and 
another truck in Flushing 
is often called off to other 
emergencies outside the 

area.
If those trucks leave 

and something happens in 
the Auburndale area, resi-
dents could be hung out to 
dry, he said.

In addition, Kelty 
wants the FDNY to provide 
protection if trucks go out 
on a job from, for example, 
the Bayside quarters. In 
that instance, other trucks 
should be rerouted from 
outside the neighborhood 
to take the Baysiders’ place 
and ensure somebody is 
covering the area, Kelty 
said.

Kelty and City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) have been 
working with the FDNY to 
make ensure the area is ad-
equately serviced and were 
set to meet with members of 
the department this week.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY PHIL CORSO

After more than a 
year of striving for an A 
grade, one Bayside restau-
rant owner  is giving bad 
marks to Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s efforts to reg-
ulate health standards in 
eateries.

The city-imposed grad-
ing system has seen some 
backlash from restaurant 
owners, with businesses 
saying it has cost them to 
make the grade.

William Degel owns 
Uncle Jack’s Steakhouse on 
Bell Boulevard and said he 
created entirely new posi-
tions for health liaisons at 
all three of his eateries in 
the metropolitan area to 
oversee standards and en-
sure A grades during city 
Department of Health in-
spections.

“It’s very costly and 
you have to always be on 
top of it,” Degel said.

Degel said that though 
it is good to oversee restau-
rants’ eating and cooking 
conditions, the Bloomberg 
administration was using 
the system as a revenue 
stream, with consistently 
new regulations that are 
impossible to keep up with.

According to Degel, 
what may have passed dur-
ing one inspection might 
later on become unaccept-
able, lowering a restau-
rant’s grade.

“It’s not easy for stores 
to find out about these new 
rules and regulations,” De-
gel said. “The only way to 
learn about them is by re-
ceiving fines.”

Since implementing 
the letter grade system, 
Degel said he has received 
more than $5,000 in fines 
between his three loca-
tions.

“There’s no question 
that the letter grade system 
has had a negative impact 

on the restaurant busi-
ness,” said Andrew Rigie, 
executive vice president 
of the New York State Res-
taurant Association. “It 
created a very shameful 
and tense environment in 
which to run a restaurant.”

Rigie said that while 
almost all business owners 
support health and safety 
inspections, the goal could 

be achieved through a more 
cooperative and education-
al inspection process.

He testified in a letter 
to City Hall that the city 
 should revise the grading 
system if it does not wish to 
abolish it. Suggestions in-
cluded removing the C let-
ter grade because, though 
it is still safe and sanitary , 
the grade might connote to 

the public that the restau-
rant is unsafe, translating 
into a loss of business.

Rigie also said the city 
should consider amending 
the points system used dur-
ing inspections to better re-
flect the nature of differing 
violations.

Bloomberg defended 
the grading system, which 
his administration im-
posed, at a news conference 
earlier this month.

“They think it’s OK to 
have mice and roaches and 
dirt and not have people 
wash their hands before 
they come back from the 
bathroom,” Bloomberg 
said. “That’s just simply 
unacceptable, and their 
complaints are going to 
fall on deaf ears, I can tell 
you that. We’re not going to 
change.”

Rigie said the mayor’s 
assessments were inaccu-
rate.

“For a mayor who of-

ten touts his efforts to make 
New York City more busi-
ness-friendly, these com-
ments appear completely 
out of touch with the real-
ity facing 99 percent of the 
small business owners we 
represent.”

In trying to earn the 
A grades all three of his 
eateries display in their 
front windows, Degel said 
the Department of Health 
was not doing enough to 
educate restaurant owners 
on how to sustain sanitary 
conditions.

It creates an atmo-
sphere that Rigie said is 
difficult to thrive in.

“Right now you have a 
model where the industry 
feels under attack and no 
matter what they do to en-
sure high safety standards, 
they will be issued fines,” 
Rigie said. “They run their 
businesses under constant 
fear of posting a scarlet let-
ter.”

A group of the city’s Bravest enter the firehouse on Francis Lewis Boulevard.

Bayside restaurateur pans city’s letter grading system

Even with an A displayed on the Bell Boulevard steakhouse’s front 
door, Uncle Jack’s management still calls for reforms to the health 
inspection system. By Phil Corso
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Catholics slam Ackerman on birth control mandate
BY JOE ANUTA

A group of religious 
residents from churches 
across Queens picketed 
outside the office of U.S. 
Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-
Bayside) Friday afternoon 
to protest a controversial 
federal health care man-
date that would require all 
employers to cover birth 
control as part of any insur-
ance plan.

The protest was coor-
dinated as part of a nation-
al day of protest at locations 
all around the country on 
behalf of the Pro-Life Ac-
tion League.

Ray Mooney, a Flush-
ing resident, helped to orga-
nize the picket, which drew 
about 80 people holding up 
signs bearing sayings such 
as “NObamacare” and “Re-
ligious freedom.”

“A line has been drawn 
in the sand,” Mooney said. 
“What we have seen is the 
U.S. government say to the 
Catholic Church, ‘We don’t 
care.’”

The protesters outside 
Ackerman’s office were 
mainly Catholics from 
parishes from around the 
borough, including St. 
Josaphat in Bayside and 
Our Lady of Mercy in For-
est Hills.

Mooney said the Cath-
olic faith does not believe 
in using contraceptives, es-
pecially birth control medi-
cation that the Pro-Life 
Action League refers to as 
“abortion-inducing drugs.” 
The federal government 
forcing any Catholic orga-
nization to do so, according 
to Mooney, constitutes an 
assault on religious free-
dom.

The issue rose to hot-
button status late last year, 
and the city’s ecclesiastical 
heavyweights — Cardinal 
Timothy Dolan and Bishop 
Nicholas DiMarzio, of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Brooklyn — eventually 
weighed in.

Dolan has roundly 
criticized the mandate, 
which is part of President 

Barack Obama’s Afford-
able Health Care Act, and 
scoffed at a recent compro-
mise offered by the admin-
istration whereby an insur-
ance company would cover 
the contraceptives instead 
of the organization.

DiMarzio, on the other 
hand, explained his objec-
tions to the mandate with a 
hypothetical situation.

“If an enzyme was 
found in pork that had 
great curative powers of 
cancer, would the govern-
ment force observant Jews 
and Muslims to eat pork in 
order to prevent cancer?” 
he asked, according to a 
spokeswoman.

But groups like the 
National Women’s Law 
Center have said the issue 
is instead about a woman’s 
right to have access to 
preventative health care, 
which might be too costly 
to purchase without help 
from an insurer.

On its website, the cen-
ter outlined several reasons 
why access to contraception 

and planning pregnancies 
keeps women healthier.

Ackerman drew the 
ire of the protesters for both 
his failure to send down a 
representative to the picket 
line and for his voting re-
cord supporting abortion 
rights as well as women’s 
access to contraceptives.

Some of the protesters 
hoped to see a Republican 
in Ackerman’s place af-
ter he retires Jan. 2, 2013. 
And Joint Parish Respect 
for Life Committee chair-
woman Florence Maloney 
said a GOP upset by Rep. 
Bob Turner (R-Middle Vil-
lage) could portend good 
things for pro-life groups 
like the committee, which 
is also opposed to same-sex 
marriage, according to Ma-
loney.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Terrance Bolger and his wife Susan hold up signs in opposition to 
a federal health care mandate along Northern Boulevard. 

Photo by Joe Anuta
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GIFTS LIKE THOSE SHOWN!

Enjoy A Shorter Term!m!

Minimum Deposit is $500 

5 YEAR BUMP-UP IRA CD

1.85%
 APY**

3 YEAR BUMP-UP IRA CD

1.35%
 APY**
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Visit www.ridgewoodbank.com
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At 10:37 pm,  
she needs the 
extra special 
attention, not 
just the x-ray.

Open 365 days a year
  

Monday - Friday: 5PM - Midnight
Weekends & Holidays: Noon - Midnight

No appointment necessary

Short wait times

Most insurance plans accepted

Patients thru age 21

www.pmpediatrics.com

At Bayside’s kid-friendliest alternative to the ER, 
your child will spend less time waiting for care and 
more time getting the extra attention she needs. 

PM Pediatrics, an award-winning provider of after-hours 
urgent care, is staffed by Pediatric Emergency Specialists 
who have special training in treating children in urgent situations 
while minimizing pain and unnecessary tests.  Our commitment 
is to provide quality care when you need it, where you need 
and how you need it. And with short wait times, we’ll help 
your child get back to feeling all better a lot sooner.

210-31 26th Avenue  
(Bay Terrace Shopping Center) 

Bayside, NY 11360
 

718-747-KIDS
5  4  3  7

Guide To Queens Mar._2012
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15, which means that the 
seat will be empty as of Jan. 
2, 2013.

As of Monday evening, 
Halloran was the only Re-
publican candidate run-
ning for the seat and did not 
have a primary challenger, 
which was not the case for 
the Democratic hopefuls.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) and state 
Assembly members Rory 

Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) and Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) all put in bids for 
the seat as well.

Each will need to col-
lect hundreds of  signatures 
by April 16 in order to get on 
the ballot, a process known 
as petitioning.

But along with signa-
tures, the petitions also 
contain insight into who is 
supporting the candidate.

In the case of emergen-
cies that would prohibit a 
candidate from running, 
each congressional hopeful 
lists people who would pick 

a successor. The group is 
called the committee to fill 
vacancies.

Meng’s committee in-
cludes all members of the 
Queens Democratic Party, 
since she snagged the party 
endorsement. First on her 
list is Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), chair-
man of the party. Also in-
cluded is fellow Assembly-
men Michael Simanowitz 
(D-Flushing) and Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights).

Lancman’s list in-
cludes Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Ridgewood), his 

chief of staff Dominic 
Panakal and his friend 
Stephanie Goldstone.

Crowley’s committee, 
on the other hand, does not 
have overt support from the 
Democratic Party. Her list 
includes the father of As-
semblyman Michael Miller 
(D-Woodhaven), along with 
her sister Alice Crowley, 
two members of her cam-
paign staff and community 
leaders.

The primary had been 
moved from September 
to June 26 to comply with 
federal election laws stipu-
lating that members of the 
military had to be given 
enough time to send in 
their ballots. The election 
will be held Nov. 6.

That means the prima-
ry season will be shorter 
than normal, and the race 
between Democrats and Re-
publicans longer.

None of the candidates 
in the race have filed with 
the Federal Election Com-
mission, but their next fil-
ing date will show how well 
they will stack up finan-
cially against each other.

The race kicked off 
earlier this month after 
Ackerman shocked the po-
litical world by announc-
ing his retirement. He will 
serve out the remaining 10 
months of his term before 
leaving office Jan. 2.

Although only one of 
the three Democrats will 
face off against Halloran 
— provided he receives 
enough signatures to get 
on the ballot — all three 
blasted the Republican’s 
bid for the seat, with Meng 
saying, “I’m particularly 
interested to hear Dan’s 
take on recent partisan at-
tacks on women’s access to 
health care.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

also be shuttered around 
the same time, according to 
the MTA.

The closure will last 
for two years and traffic 
attempting to exit the ex-
pressway will be routed 
through local streets, the 
MTA said.

The two contractors 
working on the project, 
E.E. Cruz and Queens’ Tul-
ly Construction, will also 
be responsible for making 
structural improvements 
to the support structure of 
the span, which connects 
the borough to the Bronx.

free rides, donations are 
warmly welcomed. In fact, 
that is how the service sur-
vives from year to year, ac-
cording to Silverstein.

It costs about $120,000 
per year just to pay the 
bare-bones costs, he said.

Previously the orga-
nization received mar-
ginal funding  from state 
and city grants, but as the 
belts tightened in Albany 
and City Hall, they put the 
squeeze on volunteer non-
profits. Instead, the service 
gets most of its money from 
a biannual letter sent out to 

Whitestone residents ask-
ing for donations. 

But even monetary 
gifts from the letters have 
not been enough to cover 
all the costs lately, accord-
ing to Silverstein, who said 
that mismanagement of 
funds in the past has left 
the service with a small 
debt.

But the service is not 
flat lining yet.

Devon O’Connor, 
founder of the Welcome To 
Whitestone Commercial 
and Residential Civic Asso-
ciation and board member 

of the ambulance service, 
is set to host the second an-
nual fund-raiser the first 
Saturday in April from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Dabby’s, at 
11-02 Clintonville Road.

Local businesses will 
donate the food and refresh-
ments for the event, which 
will feature play areas for 
children and a chance to 
get some face time with the 
Easter Bunny himself. 

Silverstein said the 
service has new board mem-
bers, and the event is just 
one of many fund-raising 
events designed to reach 
out to the community.

In the process of get-

ting out the word for his 
event, O’Connor said many 
newer neighborhood resi-
dents do not even know that 
the service exists.

“When I was hand-
ing out fliers, nobody even 
knew what it was,” he said.

O’Connor and Silver-
stein hope to change that, 
with a little help from Peter 
Cottontail.

Tickets for the event 
are $10, and all proceeds 
will go toward the ambu-
lance service, O’Connor 
said.

City Councilman Dan Halloran (c.) announces he will run for Congress amid supporters, including for-
mer state Sen. Frank Padavan (second from l.). Photo by Joe Anuta

Linda Autenrieth is prepped to give blood by specialist Ana Yepes 
at a blood drive hosted by the Whitestone Community Volunteer 
Ambulance Service.

Continued from Page 1
Halloran

Continued from Page 1

Ambulance

Continued from Page 2

Playground

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger
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Fresh Produce, Dairy, and all your Grocery Needs!

Italian, Greek, Turkish, and Arabic Specialty Food Items!

Fresh Semolina Bread $0.99

One Gallon of Milk $2.99

San Paolo Cookies $1.99

5LB Onion $1.99

122-17 20th Avenue
College Point
718.463.8301

8am-8pm

22 7 2 hhhh AAA122 7 200 hh22 17 20 h A

Fresh Point Farm

April 5th!
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