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College Pt. developer’s hotel raidedNew chamber 
in the works 
for Flushing

BY JOE ANUTA

Business leaders in Flushing 
took the first steps to form a new 
chamber of commerce last week, 
replacing a previous organiza-
tion that slowly petered out over 
a number of years. 

Commerce organizations 
from the Chinese, Korean and 
African-American communities, 
along with business honchos 
from the neighborhood, gathered 
at a downtown office to announce 
their exploratory committee to 

BY JOE ANUTA

Civic leaders are watching 
a proposed spa for College Point 
after a notorious hot sheets motel 
in Kew Gardens Hills owned by 
the developer was shut down last 
week in relation to prostitution 
charges. 

The Queens district attorney 
announced last Thursday that 
two alleged flop houses were pad-
locked and five motel employees 
were arrested following a police 
raid. One of the hotels caught in 
the sting was the Kew Motor Inn, 
which belongs to Kwang Nam 
Park.

Park also owns a property 
in College Point that he has been 
trying to turn into a spa with the 
endorsement of state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside).

Continued on Page 17

Prostitution found
in Kew Gds. Hills
property: Brown

Continued on Page 17
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Flushing roof to serve 
as newest parking lot
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SPRING SEEDLINGS

Youngsters Tilak Patel, 9, (back) and Purav Patel, 4,  plant seeds as part of the Queens Botanical Garden’s opening 
weekend. See more photos at www.timesledger.com. Photo by Maria Lopez
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BY JOE ANUTA

If you cannot find a 
parking space near New 
York Mart in Flushing, try 
looking up.

The large supermar-
ket on the corner of Bowne 
Street and Roosevelt Av-
enue filed an application 
with the city to have park-
ing on its roof.

“We thought it was 
a pretty good idea,” said 
Ira Gross, whose company 
rents the property.

The owner of New 
York Mart is seeking to 
build a ramp off of Bowne 
Street that will lead to the 
top of the supermarket. The 
lot will be designed to hold 
nearly 50 cars, according to 
the application.

A loading dock set back 
from Bowne Street will pro-
vide the space to build the 
ramp, Gross said.

And the roof will fea-
ture trees and concealing 
structures around the large 
air-conditioning units that 
currently sit on top of the 
store, according to Gross.

Gross was not familiar 
with too many other busi-
nesses that have tried to 
get parking on their roofs, 
but he thinks it could be a 
creative way to solve one 
of the neighborhood’s woes 
that could get worse in the 
future.

Parking in downtown 
can be a pain now, but if a 
large development goes up 
nearby, parking spots could 
become a red-hot commod-
ity.

Flushing Commons, 

the $850 million, mixed-
use complex, is proposed to 
take the place of Municipal 
Lot 1.

The developer, TDC 
Development, is providing 
interim parking while the 
project is built, but one of 
the main lots will be on 
College Point Boulevard — 
and farther away from New 
York Mart than the current 
lot.

The parking could also 
be a boon to the store.

“They need more vol-
ume to sustain a full opera-
tion,” Gross said, adding 
that foot traffic alone is not 
enough. “The parking is 
not just a convenience, it is 

good for the customers.”
Community Board 

7 Chairman Gene Kelty 
said using existing space 
for more parking is a good 
idea, but safety should 
come first.

“I would want to make 
sure the roof can hold it be-
fore we try anything,” he 
said.

According to Gross, 
the supermarket will be 
reinforcing the structural 
pylons that are already in 
place, instead of sinking 
new ones.

But the details of the 
plan have not yet been made 
public, and will be heard by 
a Community Board 7 com-
mittee April 18.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY JOE ANUTA

The owner of the 
White House restaurant 
recently filed paperwork 
to build a series of retail 
stores and offices instead of 
a catering hall in Whites-
tone, but the city temporar-
ily pulled the permits off a 
public database following a 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
inquiry.

In March 2012, Joe 
Franco, former owner of 
the defunct Caffe on the 
Green, resubmitted certain 
portions of his catering 
hall permit that was disap-
proved last summer, docu-
ments from the city Depart-
ment of Buildings showed.

One of the new docu-
ments described a two-
story building that would 
house an unknown number 
of offices and retail stores 
with parking for 32 cars in 
the rear.

A July 2011 version of 
the same form showed that 
Franco sought to build a 
two-story catering and ban-
quet hall capable of holding 

more than 700 people.
Franco and his archi-

tect Christopher Papas de-
clined to comment on the 
change in plans.

Last Thursday, this 
newspaper told a Buildings 
spokeswoman that several 
documents in the original 
permit had been resubmit-
ted in March. The spokes-
woman refused to answer 
repeated calls placed to 
her office over the next 
three days as to whether 
the swap was standard 
practice, which it may very 
well be. On Tuesday morn-
ing, the entire permit was 
temporarily pulled from 
the department’s website 
without explanation. It was 
not clear whether the docu-
ment substitution and sud-
den disappearance of the 
permit were related.

The permit appears to 
be under review again by 
Buildings, according to its 
website.

In addition, more spe-
cific permits to work on the 
building’s structure and 

Owners of New York Mart, on the corner of Roosevelt Avenue and Bowne Street, want to turn their 
roof into a parking lot. Photo by Joe Anuta

Qns. store plans roof parking
Flushing’s New York Mart has applied with city to create 50 spots

New plan for eatery 
a Whitestone puzzle

Joe Franco filed documents to build retail and office spaces in 
place of the White House restaurant, but the plans temporarily 
disappeared from the city’s database.

Continued on Page 17

I would want to 
make sure the 
roof can hold it 
before we try 

anything.
Gene Kelty
CB 7 Chairman
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Flushing diners unnerved by report of botulism in tofu
Neighborhood restaurateur says potentially deadly illness caused by refrigeration problems 

BY JOE ANUTA

Officials said tofu sold at an 
unidentified Flushing store is the 
likely culprit for at least one case 
of botulism, but a restaurateur 
said the news has not caused din-
ers to turn up their noses at the 
soy-based product.

The city Department of 
Health said Queens was home to 
both one confirmed and one sus-
pected case of botulism, a rare 
food-borne illness that is poten-
tially fatal.

In both cases, the Queens 
residents consumed blocks of tofu 
purchased from a container filled 
with room-temperature water, 
a typical sight in neighborhood 
grocery stores.

But Jessica Lu, who runs 
a Taiwanese restaurant on the 
corner of 39th Avenue and Prince 
Street that serves up a special 
type of the food, said the scare 
has not turned customers off.

“It’s not a problem with 
tofu,” she said. “It’s a refrigera-

tion problem.”
Lu keeps her tofu in the 

fridge, but said some markets in 
Flushing do not pay enough atten-
tion to keeping the product cool 
and preventing bacteria buildup.

And she has reason to be 
careful.

Her restaurant, 66 Lu’s Sea-
food, has been slinging a pungent 
dish called stinky tofu for decades 
without incident. Stinky tofu con-

sists of fermented cubes of the soy 
product that are deep-fried and 
served with pickled cabbage.

“It’s a Taiwanese food. The 
people love it,” Lu said, although 
the malodorous snack draws 
mixed reactions even from island 
residents. “Everyone has been 
eating [stinky tofu] for 20 years 
and nothing has happened.”

Health officials are currently 
working to trace the source of the 
illness, and would not release the 
name of the store where the alleg-
edly tainted tofu came from.

The department issued an 
edict to avoid tofu sold in bulk 
and to throw away any already 
purchased. This stems from the 
disease’s resilience.

Cooking any infected food 
items will not necessarily kill 
the bacteria, which can impair 
the nervous systems in humans 
when ingested and could eventu-
ally lead to death.

Flushing residents took heed 
and were avoiding tofu sold in 
the water-filled containers, ac-

cording to Peter Tu, head of the 
Flushing Chinese Business Asso-
ciation. The issue was a shock due 
to tofu’s prominence in the diets 
of Asian countries and its promi-
nence as a salubrious snack.

“Tofu is a very popular food,” 
Tu said. “It is usually a healthy 
food for the Asian people. They 
would never think that it could 
hurt them.”

But days after the depart-
ment’s warning, floating blocks 
of tofu could be found in grocery 
stores throughout the neighbor-
hood.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Unpackaged tofu sold out of containers full of room-temperature water 
may be the culprit in two recent cases of botulism in the borough. 

Photo courtesy city DOH

Health Department 
offi cials would not 

release the name of 
the Flushing store.
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City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (l.-r.) and state Assembly 
members Grace Meng and Rory Lancman have all racked 
up endorsements from unions and organizations in the 
Democratic primary for a Queens congressional seat. 

Endorsements bestowed 
in Ackerman seat race

BY JOE ANUTA

The three Democrats 
facing off in the primary for 
U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman’s 
(D-Bayside) seat have been 
racking up endorsements 
and money ahead of June 
26, when one will win the 
chance to take on the Re-
publican challenger.

Each candidate got the 
nod from organizations in 
Queens and beyond, and of-
fered up rough fund-raising 
estimates ahead of April 15, 
when their first campaign 
finance filing will become 
public.

Comparing the brevity 
of the primary to a special 
election, a New York politi-
cal insider said unions that 
endorse a candidate have 
the potential to provide 
valuable human power 
to hand out literature, go 
door-to-door and get out the 
vote on Election Day.

State Sen. Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows) 
was the first candidate to 
get union support, when 
he snagged the nod from 
the Retail Wholesale and 
Department Store Union 
March 19.

“I’ve dedicated my ca-
reer in public life to fighting 
for the things that matter to 
working New Yorkers, and 
it’s a great honor to have 
the backing of RWDSU 
and organized labor in this 
race,” Lancman said in a 
statement.

Lancman then gained 
backing from Service 
Employees International 
Union Local 32BJ, the 

Working Families Party 
and former Mayor Ed Koch, 
who supported Rep. Bob 
Turner’s (R-Middle Village) 
successful bid for Anthony 
Weiner’s seat in last year’s 
special election against 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck). Ac-
cording to a spokesman, he 
had raised about $200,000 
as of Tuesday afternoon.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village) received 
support of her own when 
she won the backing of the 
Uniformed Firefighters As-
sociation last Thursday.

“We feel very strongly 
she is the best candidate to 
represent Queens in Con-
gress,” said Steve Cassidy, 
president of the association. 
“And we are very proud to 
endorse Liz Crowley.”

Crowley is the cur-
rent chairwoman of the 
Council’s Fire and Crimi-
nal Justice Committee and 
was an outspoken critic of 
the mayor’s plan to close 20 
firehouses during the 2011 
budget dance. Crowley had 
raised about $100,000 as of 
Tuesday afternoon, accord-
ing to a spokesman.

A s s e m b l y w o m a n 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
had already received the 
endorsement of the Queens 
Democratic organization 
March 19, days after Acker-
man suddenly announced 
he would not seek re-elec-
tion.

But she has since gar-
nered endorsements from 
Emily’s List, a nationwide 

Queens water rates rising
Homeowners hit with proposed 7% increase, which Liu calls too high

BY PHIL CORSO

It could have been 
worse, according to the city 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection.

A proposed 7 percent 
increase in next fiscal 
year’s water rates could 
hand homeowners an in-
crease from $877 per year to 
$939 per year for water and 
sewer bills — or just over 
an additional $5 per month, 
according to the DEP. 

“Our proposed 7 per-
cent rate increase is the 
lowest increase in seven 
years and shows that DEP 
is doing everything in our 
power to try and keep rates 
in check while still deliv-
ering a product that city 
residents can take pride 
in every time they turn on 
the tap,” said DEP Commis-
sioner Carter Strickland. 
“Though any rate increase 
is difficult in these eco-
nomic conditions, we are 
clearly moving in the right 
direction.”

The proposed increase 
is a 25 percent reduction 
from the last year’s pro-
jected increase, which was 

more than 9 percent, the 
DEP said. According to a 
release from the DEP, it is 
the lowest increase in seven 
years and the third year in 
a row in which the increase 
has come down from the 
previous year’s projection.

But the news did not 
impress city Comptroller 
John Liu, who said at Mon-

day night’s Community 
Board 11 meeting that any 
increase was a bad one.

“It’s somewhat absurd 
that it is almost good news 
this year that it isn’t a dou-
ble-digit rate increase,” Liu 
said. “We had four years 
of double-digit increases 
on the water rates and it’s 
shocking that they pitched 

it as ‘only 7 percent,’ which 
is completely ludicrous.”

Liu said he believed 
there should be a more in-
dependent agency manag-
ing the city’s water rates, 
and his office was looking 
into the situation.

“Homeowners are feel-
ing it all over the place,” 

City residents may face another water rate hike, according to the city Department of Environmental 
Protection. Photo illustration

State budget has Cross Bay toll rebate
BY JOE ANUTA

 
Negotiations over the 

state budget seemed as 
mild as this year’s winter 
with Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and the state Legislature 
approving a $132.6 billion, 
on-time package that ad-
dressed a major issue in 
Queens.

“This is an honest, 
straightforward budget 
that puts New York state 
back on track by closing a 
multibillion-dollar deficit 
with no new taxes, fees or 
gimmicks,” Cuomo said in 
a March 30 statement after 
the budget was signed two 
days before the deadline.

Queens leaders praised 
several aspects of the state 

budget, including a rebate 
program designed to reim-
burse residents of the Rock-
aways who currently must 

pay tolls on the Cross Bay 
Bridge.

The bridge is the only 
span completely within a 

borough that charges a toll 
which, according to state 
Assemblyman Phil Gold-
feder (D-Ozone Park) and 
civic leaders in the Rock-
aways, was stifling busi-
ness growth and gouging 
residents who commute to 
work outside the neighbor-
hood.

“The return of this im-
portant rebate program is a 
step in the right direction 
towards the complete elim-
ination of this inherently 
unfair tax,” Goldfeder said.

The budget itself was 
heralded by Cuomo as proof 
that Albany was making a 
turnaround from its widely 
perceived dysfunction.

“Fifteen months ago 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo (c.) has a laugh with state Assembly 
Majority Leader Sheldon Silver (l.-r.) and state Senate Majority 
Leader Dean Skelos after signing a budget bill in Albany. 

AP Photo/Mike Groll

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The city seems to be 

preparing its youth for 
a sequel to “The Hunger 
Games.”

Archery is on the rise 
as the popular movie fea-
turing a bow and arrow-tot-
ing heroine is igniting an 
interest in the sport among 
fans young and old.

And as a way to nur-
ture that interest, the city 
Parks Department invited 
area children to take aim at 
a new hobby. 

Families and children 
8 and older were welcomed 
to participate in an archery 
program at the Alley Park 
Adventure Course Sunday. 
Parks views archery as a 
great way to improve focus 
and develop patience, as a 
rushed shot almost never 
hits its mark.

Trained Rangers 
demonstrated the safe and 
proper way to draw a bow 
and shoot an arrow and 

provided tips to the young 
Katniss Evergreens in the 
crowd on how to hit the tar-
get — or at least get as close 
as possible.

Sanchez demonstrated 
the different grips, the cor-
rect stance, how to load 
the bow and subsequently 
fire an arrow. When he at-
tempted a first-hand dem-
onstration, Sanchez missed 
the target, to the delight of 
the children in attendance.

His second shot, 
though, was true and 
nailed the target almost 
dead-center.

“It takes time and pa-
tience to fire an arrow,” 
said Sanchez. “If you think 
before you shoot, hopefully 
your arrow will land some-
where near the target.”

Parks is not the only 
city department extolling 
the virtues of archery. The 
city Department of Educa-
tion green-lighted a pro-
gram to allow students to 
learn archery in an attempt 

to spread Olympic-style ar-
chery in public schools, ac-
cording to Easton Develop-
ment Sports Foundation. 

The DOE is partnering 
with the California-based  
sporting foundation, which 

will offer the program and 
equipment for free to any 
city school that wants to 
participate. The foundation 
is offering two programs, 
one which provides equip-
ment and training and an-

other that provides grants 
for schools that already 
have a certified archery in-
structor.

Caren Sawyer, execu-
tive director of Easton, said 
archery is a great sport to 

include in a school’s cur-
riculum because it acts as 
a learning mechanism that 
kids can apply to other as-
pects of life.

“Archery helps kids fo-
cus, concentrate and learn 
how to follow directions,” 
she said. “It also gives kids 
a good sense of achieve-
ment, as they tend to see 
marked improvements over 
time.”

Sawyer said the biggest 
issue is finding places for 
kids to shoot since archery 
ranges are not as prevalent 
as basketball courts. She 
is hoping the popularity of 
“Hunger Games” carries 
enough momentum to ex-
pand the sport into schools 
across the country.

“Since that movie 
came out, we’ve had many 
more hits to our website 
and it has really gotten 
people in the industry talk-
ing,” she said. “It’s a really 
exciting time.”

Brian Hsu of Flushing watches as his son Tony, 8, aims a bow and arrow during the event at Alley Pond 
Park. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY REBECCA HENELY

An 89-year-old Queens woman begged 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg to help bring 
her son back from the Dominican Republic 
to the United States during a news confer-
ence Tuesday at the Selfhelp Ben Rosen-
thal Senior Center in Flushing.

Norma Alvarez, a Flushing resident, 
said she had no money to help her son, 
Gregory Roman Alvarez, who came to the 
United States when he was 10 but was de-
ported in the 1990s. She said both she and 
her son were poor, but she wanted to see 
her son back in the States before she dies.

“He’s a resident, legal,” she said, “but 
they deport him because he was in a group 
— not selling — of people taking drugs.”

Bloomberg said it was a federal issue, 
but directed her to a staff member for help.

The mayor had come to the senior cen-
ter, at 45-25 Kissena Blvd., to announce that 
it had become one of the city’s first eight 
Innovative Senior Centers. These centers 

have special programming and new tech-
nology geared toward better meeting the 
needs of the communities they serve.

“Seniors today are very different,” 
Bloomberg said. “They are much more mo-
bile. They are much more interested in the 

Bloomberg hears plea for help 
on Flushing senior center tour

Trayvon Martin march 
draws hundreds in boro

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
A community marched 

through a soggy chill in 
southeast Queens calling 
for justice in the Trayvon 
Martin case Saturday.

Protesters numbered 
in the hundreds as elected 
officials and furious resi-
dents stood in solidarity 
with the black Florida teen 
who was killed by a man 
claiming self-defense.

The man, George Zim-
merman, has not been 
charged.

“It’s painful to see ev-
ery attempt being made 
to deny justice,” said City 
Councilman James Sand-
ers Jr. (D-Laurelton). “You 
see this case and it seems 
that there are two systems 

of justice and that can’t be. 
If there is going to be one 
America, there has to be 
one system of justice. And 
that system has to be fair to 
everyone.”

Sanders was one of 
many elected officials and 

community leaders to join 
the march, which stretched 
four blocks and gained sup-
porters as it traversed Lin-
den Boulevard in Cambria 
Heights on its way to St. 
Albans Park on Merrick 

Hermia Walton who was watching the protest march along Linden 
Boulevard created a makeshift sign and later joined in the march. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 46 Continued on Page 46

City kids shoot arrows in new sport craze
Families gather at Alley Park archery program to learn ins and outs and bows and arrows

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) spoke about 
the Innovative Senior Centers program at the 
Selfhelp Ben Rosenthal Senior Center with 
Selfhelp Community Services CEO Stuart Kaplan 
(l.) and city DFTA Commissioner Lillian Barrios-
Paoli. Photo by Nykeema Williams



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
. 5

-11
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

NE

6

families — 300,000 house-
holds — live in impover-
ished conditions, while the 
Metropolitan Council on 
Jewish Poverty says that 
23 percent of Jewish chil-
dren who reside in the city 
live at or under the poverty 
level.

In February, the QJCC 
Kosher Food Pantry pro-
vided food to 1,560 Queens 
residents — an increase of 
68 percent from February 
2009.

In 2011, QJCC distrib-
uted 3,525 Passover pack-
ages, a 20 percent increase 
from the 2,950 packages do-
nated in 2010. The demand 
is expected to be even more 
significant this year as the 
city’s unemployment rate 
stands at 9.6 percent.

“The realities of this 
economy have had a devas-
tating impact upon many 
New Yorkers who suddenly 
find themselves unable to 
provide basic necessities 
for their families,” said 
Warren Hecht, president of 
the QJCC. “The requests for 
assistance from members 

of the Jewish community 
as Passover approaches has 
been overwhelming.”

Quinn said she looks 
forward to the day when 
these types of food pan-
tries are no longer needed 
— when nobody in the city 
goes hungry.

“Someday we’re going 
to have this press confer-
ence and we’re going to cel-
ebrate the fact that we don’t 
need more shopping carts 
of food because we would 
have ended hunger, not just 
in the Jewish community, 
but in every community in 
our city,” she said.

City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) told the attendees 
that even when the econo-
my fully recovers, it is im-
portant to remember that 
there will always be fami-
lies struggling to put food 
on the table.

“Stop & Shop’s gener-
osity is a great example of 
the spirit of giving,” she 
said. “It’s what you call a 
mitzvah.”

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn (at podium) announces emer-
gency donations of kosher food for Passover to the Queens Jewish 
Community Council Kosher Food Pantry. Photo by Nykeema Williams

Stop & Shop gives Passover gift to Queens pantry
BY STEVE MOSCO

  
Passover celebrates 

liberation from slavery — 
and a food pantry at the 
Queens Jewish Commu-
nity Council liberates the 
impoverished from hunger.

The QJCC, at 119-45 
Union Tnpk. in Forest 
Hills, received an emergen-
cy donation of 1,000 pounds 

of food to its Kosher Food 
Pantry from Stop & Shop, 
the supermarket chain. 
The organization welcomed 
elected officials and Stop 
& Shop representatives 
last week to celebrate the 
donation and to highlight 
the plight of many Jewish 
families.

“No family in our city 
should ever not be able to 

celebrate a holiday because 
they can’t afford the appro-
priate provisions,” said City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) at a 
news conference March 27. 
“This donation from Stop & 
Shop of 1,000 pounds of ko-
sher Passover food will en-
sure that many families in 
Queens will be able to join 
together and celebrate.”

The grocery store 
chain’s donation helped 
the organization stock its 
shelves at the most crucial 
time of the year. Included 
in the donations were mat-
zoh, grape juice, gefilte fish, 
tuna, apple sauce and many 
other kosher products.

According to the 
QJCC, an estimated 20 per-
cent of the city’s Jewish 

Special traffic advisory

Two of three lanes on the Queens-to-Man-
hattan ramp of the Robert F. Kennedy-Tribor-
ough Bridge will be closed to traffic beginning 
10 a.m. Thursday through 5 a.m. Friday while 
roadway repairs are completed.

One lane will remain open.
Motorists are advised that they may ex-

perience delays. All work is dependent on good 
weather.
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS TIMELY IRA OFFER!
Bump-Up For A Better Rate!*

Visit www.ridgewoodbank.com

WHEN YOU OPEN AN IRA OR COVERDELL EDUCATION ACCOUNT WITH $1,500 

OR MORE BEFORE APRIL 17TH, YOU MAY CHOOSE EITHER A STYLISH MEN’S 

OR LADIES’ WATCH, OR RECEIVE 100 REWARD POINTS*** REDEEMABLE FOR 

EXCITING GIFTS LIKE THOSE SHOWN BELOW!

Minimum Deposit is $500 

ENJOY A SHORTER TERM! 
18 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.00%
 APY**

5 YEAR BUMP-UP IRA CD

1.85%
 APY**

3 YEAR BUMP-UP IRA CD

1.35%
 APY**

 You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage 
Yields (APYs) are effective February 1, 2012 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial penalty and IRS 
penalty for premature withdrawals. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA account. Check www.RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject 
to change. The Bank has the right to substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 17, 2012. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points 
or Watch is $1,500 and CD term must be at least one year.

*

Member FDIC

�������	�
�
�������	

�����
�������
������
���




������
�
�����������	

�������
 ����



���
���

�!""#	���
�
�������	

��������
!���
���




�$��	�
�
������
����
���	

%��&���
�����'��
(���
�
%

���$��
�
�������
�����	

�����!)
*+����!���
���
"�����

�%,$	�
�
��������	

-�.��
,��/0��10�






�%
-



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
. 5

-11
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

NE

8

Save on combo tickets with LIRR & Metro North at MTA.com  
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at autoshowny.com 
RECORDED INFO: 800.282.3336

For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association

BUY TICKETS ONLINE
autoshowny.com

Save Time!

Javits Convention Center
Mon-Sat: 10am-10pm Sun: 10am-7pm

APRIL

6-15

Presents

code: KCA1

Join us and meet Neil Berg after the show.

Sat, Apr 14, 2012  
@ 8:00 pm
Colden Auditorium 
at Queens College
Tickets: $26 - $28

Broadway at its Best!

w
       K

POLICE 

Blotter
ASTORIA — An off-duty city Depart-

ment of Correction officer was arrested 
Friday and charged with menacing, crimi-
nal possession of a weapon and resisting 
arrest, police said.

Cops say Ernesto Santos, 31, got into 

an argument with a bouncer outside Don 
Coqui, a nightclub near 28th Road in Asto-
ria, shortly before 1:30 a.m.

Santos pulled a gun and threatened 
the bouncer, police said.

OZONE PARK — The 
NYPD was seeking the pub-
lic’s assistance in locating 
Victor Torres, 77, of 95-03 
76th St. in Ozone Park.

Torres was last seen 
inside his residence March 
27, police said. He is de-
scribed as 5-foot-7 and 150 
pounds with brown eyes 
and gray hair, police said. 
He was wearing a blue 
hooded sweatshirt, blue 
jeans, a blue baseball cap 
and white sneakers, police 

said.
He is in good physical 

condition but poor mental 
health, police said.

Anyone with infor-
mation about to this miss-
ing person is asked to call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-
TIPS (8477). The public can 
also submit tips by logging 
on to nypdcrimestoppers.
com or by texting CRIMES 
(274637) then enter TIP577. 
All calls are strictly confi-
dential.

RIDGEWOOD — An off-duty school 
safety agent was arrested on charges that 
he raped his ex-girlfriend inside her Brook-
lyn apartment Monday, police said.

The city Police Department says Tom-
my Johnson, 28, is also charged with crimi-
nal weapons possession, menacing and as-

sault, police said.
Police said the incident happened ear-

ly Monday morning and the suspect cur-
rently lives with his mother in Ridgewood, 
where he was arrested.

He is currently awaiting arraignment, 
police said.

City Correction officer resisted arrest: Police

Cops on the lookout for missing boro man, 77

Victor Torres was last seen in 
Ozone Park on March 27. 

Photo courtesy NYPD

Police arrest suspect in Ridgewood rape case

JAMAICA — A Brook-
lyn man was arrested and 
charged with five bank 
robberies throughout the 
borough, according to the 
NYPD.

Sidney Williams, 43, 
of 727 Knickerbocker Ave., 
faces five counts of robbery 
in the incidents that took 
place between Feb. 3 and 
March 15, police said.

Four of the five banks 
robbed were Chase Bank lo-
cations in Rego Park, Sun-
nyside, Forest Hills and 
Maspeth, and the other one 
was a Capital One Bank in 
Jamaica.

Police said each of the 
robberies followed a simi-

lar pattern. The suspect 
went into the bank, waited 
to speak with a teller and 
then handed over a note de-
manding money, according 
to the NYPD.

In three of the five rob-
beries, the suspect made 

away with an undisclosed 
amount of money, police 
said.

In two of the robberies, 
the suspect did not receive 
any cash, according to the 
NYPD.

Police catch suspect in five boro bank robberies

The NYPD released these images of a suspect in several bank rob-
beries in Queens.     Images courtesy NYPD
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BY PHIL CORSO

TimesLedger News-
papers took home honors 
from the New York Press 
Association last weekend 
with a total of 13 journalism 
awards, which recognized 
one reporter as the Rookie 
of the Year in the state and 
cited an ambitious yearlong 
project on unsolved mur-
ders in southeast Queens.

TimesLedger, which 
covers the diverse neigh-
borhoods of Queens with 
seven weekly editions, won 
three first-place awards, 
five second-place awards, 
four third-place awards 
and one honorable mention 
for editorial excellence.

Newspapers from 
throughout the state gath-
ered last weekend for 
NYPA’s 2011 Better News-
paper Contest in upstate 
Saratoga Springs. The an-
nual contest included 158 
newspapers, which submit-
ted 2,437 entries for awards 
in 60 categories, with 443 
awards presented through-
out the weekend. Entries 
were judged by members of 
the Washington Newspaper 
Publishers Association at 
the end of January.

Reporter Joe Anuta, 
who covers Flushing and 
Whitestone, won first 
place for Rookie Reporter 
of the Year. Anuta joined 
TimesLedger in Novem-
ber 2010 after spending 
two months as an intern 
for a weekly newspaper in 
Brooklyn.

“I was very pleased 
when I received the news,” 
Anuta said. “It’s a nice rec-
ognition of the many hours 
I logged covering Queens 
last year, a testament to the 
hard work of my editors 
and colleagues who helped 
me along the way and inspi-
ration to keep scouring the 
borough for good stories.”

Anuta was also part of 
another first-place honor 
for Best In-Depth Cover-
age, joining Photo Editor 
Christina Santucci and 
TimesLedger reporters 
Ivan Pereira and Howard 
Koplowitz for “Shots in the 
Dark,” a series on the un-
seen victims of violence on 
the streets of Queens.

Santucci and former 
Managing Editor Ian Mac-
Farland captured first 
place for Best Multimedia 
Coverage for “Shots in the 
Dark,” which combined 

an interactive map of the 
crime scenes with audio 
slide shows, comments 
from readers, dramatic 
photographs and tradition-
al newspaper reporting.

Santucci received 
third-place honors in the 
Photographer of the Year 
category, an award she re-
ceived first place for in last 
year’s contest.

The Jamaica Times 
won second place in the 
Best Editorial Page cat-
egory. Second-place honors 
also went to the Astoria 
Times for Photographic 
Excellence, showcasing im-
ages from Tropical Storm 
Irene and the celebration of 
gay marriage.

Santucci’s work was 
also noted in second-place 
awards given to the Astoria 
Times for the Best Art Pho-
to and the Best Picture Sto-
ry to the Flushing Times.

“These awards reflect 
the hard work and the tal-
ent of a dedicated staff,” 
said Roz Liston, the chain’s 
editor. “Every member of 
the newsroom contributed 
to these awards.”

The Jamaica Times 
received second place in 
the Best Education Cover-

age category for work by 
Pereira and Koplowitz. The 
two joined TimesLedger 
reporters Rebecca Henely 
and Rich Bockmann to 
win third place for the Best 
Crime Coverage Award for 
their work covering stories 
for the Forest Hills Ledger.

The newspaper re-
ceived a third-place award 
for Best Special Section, 
produced by Managing Ed-
itor Colin DeVries, which 
recognized the fall 2011 
Guide to Queens, a borough 
guide published twice a 
year. The Queens sales staff 
and production department 
were part of the project.

The company also re-
ceived third-place kudos 
for having the Best Special 
Section — Advertising for 
its Queens 200 supplement.

Honorable mention 
was awarded to Anuta and 
his work in the Forest Hills 
Ledger for Best News Story 
on a series of failed attempts 
by a man to row across the 
Atlantic Ocean.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

TimesLedger staff (l.-r.) Christina Santucci, Colin DeVries, Joe Anuta, Rich Bockmann and Rebecca Henely received awards in this year’s 
New York Press Association Better Newspaper Contest. Photo by Joseph Gargiulo

After a challenge to the U.S. Census Bureau’s low count of Queens 
was rejected, elected officials said they hoped for the bureau to 
partner with more community organizations in 2020.

Census Bureau will not
adjust Queens miscount

BY REBECCA HENELY

Despite the hopes of 
Queens and Brooklyn, the 
U.S. Census Bureau reject-
ed a request from Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg to mod-
ify the 2010 census counts 
for the city to reflect the 
undercounted population.

“It is very upsetting,” 
said state Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-As-
toria). “Anybody who has 
spent any time in western 
Queens and Queens, but 
western Queens in particu-
lar, for the last two years, 
let’s say, knows that this is 
a community that has been 
growing.”

The mayor had sent 
the challenge to Census 
Bureau Director Dr. Robert 
Groves Aug. 9, saying the 
office that counted Astoria 
and Jackson Heights had 
an unusually high number 
of housing vacancies given 
the growth in the area.

The 2010 census said 
Queens’ population grew by 
0.1 percent, with 2,228,379 
residents in 2000 and 
2,230,722 residents in 2010, 
while Astoria and Jackson 
Heights’ population fell by 
5 percent.

“I just don’t believe 
that. I really don’t believe 
that,” said state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), 
who cited the overpopu-
lated schools in his dis-
trict, which covers East 
Elmhurst, Jackson Heights, 
Corona and Elmhurst.

Bloomberg also said 
there were discrepancies 
in the Brooklyn neighbor-
hoods of Bay Ridge and 

Bensonhurst. New York 
state lost two congressional 
seats and is due to get a re-
duction in federal dollars 
as a result of the count.

In its response letter to 
Bloomberg, Arnold Jackson 
of the bureau said its Count 
Question Resolution pro-
gram can only correct the 
count when jurisdictional 
boundaries are incorrect, 
when living quarters and 
their populations are put 
in the wrong governmental 
unit — like the wrong coun-
ty or state — or when living 
quarters are cut out of the 
census due to a processing 
problem.

Jackson said the only 
errors found involved the 
placement of some housing 
units on one census block 
somewhere in the city. This 
correction did not affect the 
change in the count.

The Department of 
City Planning commended 
the bureau in a statement 
for working with the city, 
but was disappointed that 
there were no real ways to 
change the count.

“City Planning’s de-
mographers and technical 
specialists will continue to 
engage with their counter-
parts at the Census Bureau 
to examine what occurred 
and to improve census pro-
cedures for the future to en-
sure that New York is more 
accurately counted in the 
2020 census,” the depart-
ment said.

Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) was less chari-
table about the results.

“It’s not surprising 

TimesLedger wins awards 
Newspaper receives 13 prizes for editorial excellence in state contest 

Continued on Page 46
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Make CUNY credit transfers easier
T

he issue of ease of 
transferring cred-
its within the City 
University of New 

York has long been a vex-
ing problem for faculty 
and students, especially for 
community colleges, such 
as LaGuardia or Queens-
borough, to senior colleges, 
such as York or Queens.

The CUNY central ad-
ministration is taking the 
radical step of dealing with 
that problem by imposing a 
common general education 
set of courses for all the 

CUNY colleges. By elimi-
nating the individuality 
of the college curriculum 
from place to place, the 
thinking goes that it should 
be easy to transfer.

But the Law of Unin-
tended Consequences has 
appeared. To shoehorn all 
the different desired dis-
ciplines into the 30-credit 
Pathways Proposal, the 
specific requirement of a 
laboratory-based science 
course has disappeared.

Non-laboratory science 
courses fail to meet the na-

tionwide norm for general 
education science courses. 
Thus, by making it easier 
to transfer credits within 
CUNY, the Pathways Pro-
posal makes it nearly im-
possible to transfer those 
credits anywhere else, such 
as State University of New 
York colleges.

CUNY is still a relative 
bargain for getting a quali-
ty education for a low price. 
If that quality disappears, 
it does not matter how little 
you pay.

If your readers are wor-

ried about the perception of 
dumbing down the CUNY 
curriculum, please contact 
CUNY Chancellor Matthew 
Goldstein at chancellor@
mail.cuny.edu or Board of 
Trustees Chairman Benno 
Schmidt at bschmidt@cae.
org to ask them to rethink 
where Pathways is to take 
CUNY and its students.

Dr. David H. Speidel
Queens College Professor 

Emeritus
Forest Hills

YELLING THE LOUDEST

At a protest outside the office of U.S. Rep. Gary Acker-
man, demonstrators said they were angry about the con-
gressman’s support for the federal mandate that all insur-
ance plans cover the cost of birth control.

Engaging in the hyperbole that has clouded this de-
bate since Day 1, Ray Mooney, of Flushing, said, “A line 
has been drawn in the sand. What we have seen is the U.S. 
government say to the Catholic Church, ‘We don’t care.’”

The protesters have done their best to portray the ad-
ministration as an enemy of the First Amendment.

Not to be outdone, the other side has portrayed the op-
position as assaulting the rights of women.

Neither is true, nor is it true that the ban on contra-
ception is a “deeply held Catholic belief.” In fact, most 
Catholic women don’t care what the priests and bishops 
say about contraception.

It is just as untrue to say that the handful of people 
standing outside Ackerman’s office don’t care about the 
health of women.

HOMETOWN HERO
For weeks the eyes of Flushing were fixed on a young 

Korean-American man who made it to the top nine on 
“American Idol.”

Heejun Han was not only the talk of New York City’s 
Korean community, but also became a sensation in South 
Korea.

His sincerity and quirky sense of humor won the 
hearts of millions of viewers and at least one judge: Jen-
nifer Lopez.

Early on in the competition Han said he wouldn’t 
mind if he was eliminated if he go to hug Lopez. That, he 
said, is the “dream of every Asian boy.”

After getting cut from the show, Han said, “[Lopez] 
came up to me, with the teary eyes, and said, ‘I was con-
vincing them to save you, but I lost.’”

Han, who teaches disabled children in Flushing, said 
he loves music and would like to make a career out of sing-
ing.

But he added that he “started off this competition to 
help my kids out.”

Like his parents and people, we’re certain the chil-
dren he works with are proud of him.

Han will perform this summer with the other top 10 
finalists.
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READERS WRITE

Boro Board must deny Willets Point to developers
An open letter to Queens 

Borough Board members:

T
he board is respon-
sible for evaluating 
developer firms’ re-
sponses to the city 

Economic Development 
Corp.’s request for propos-
als pertaining to Phase 1 of 
the proposed Willets Point 
development and for ap-
proving or disapproving a 
choice of developer, as well 
as the disposition of Willets 
Point property to a chosen 
developer.

Your role in this pro-
cess is important, because 
during 2008 the City Coun-
cil, which ordinarily would 
have vetted the qualifica-
tions of the proposed devel-
oper firm and its proposal, 
ceded its authority to do 
so with the understanding 
that the QBB would have 
the final say in this matter.

The deadline for de-
veloper firms to submit re-
sponses to the Phase 1 RFP 
was Sept. 9. Since that time, 
there has been no public in-
formation concerning the 
status of the evaluations of 
the RFP responses by any 
of the entities which the 
public was told during 2008 
would be involved.

When deciding wheth-
er or not to approve any 
Willets Point Phase 1 de-

veloper, we submit that the 
board is obligated to con-
sider the following:

1. The ability of any 
RFP respondent firm to fi-
nance and implement Phase 
1 of the proposed Willets 
Point development. Recent 
financial difficulties sur-
rounding developer firms, 
alleged to have submitted 
proposals pertaining to 
Phase 1 of the proposed 
Willets Point development, 
underscore the need for the 
QBB to vet the financial ca-
pabilities of any developer 
considered for the Phase 
1 site. As part of this due 
diligence, the board should 
also subject the EDC to a 
rigorous review of the costs 
of remediating and develop-
ing this site.

2. RFP respondent 
firms’ financing of appar-
ently unlawful lobbying by 
former Borough President 
Claire Shulman’s local de-
velopment corporation to 
influence approval of the 
proposed Willets Point de-
velopment. The issue of the 
alleged unlawful lobbying 
by Shulman’s LDC is cru-
cial because it is part of an 
ongoing investigation by 
the state attorney general’s 
office. Developer firms that 
financed the LDC’s alleged 
unlawful lobbying are also 

proposing to become the de-
veloper of the project that 
was the subject of that lob-
bying.

During 2008, then-Dep-
uty Mayor Robert Lieber 
could not rule out the possi-
bility that developer firms 
that financed the LDC’s 
lobbying would be prohib-
ited from participating in 
the Willets Point RFP. No 
firm that possibly could be 
implicated in an unlawful 
lobbying scheme should be 
considered an acceptable 
RFP respondent.

3. The city has quietly 
reneged on its commitment 
to include a living wage 
provision in the RFP. The 
mandatory inclusion of an 
agreed living wage provi-
sion within the RFP text 
was the linchpin of labor 
unions’ support for the 
proposed Willets Point 
development and unions’ 
encouragement of Council 
approval in 2008, but that 
living wage provision is 
not in the RFP. We urge the 
QBB to reject the EDC’s at-
tempt to circumvent the 
agreed living wage provi-
sion.

4. The proposed Phase 
1 fails to accomplish the 
contiguous remediation of 
the entire 62-acre Willets 
Point site, which was said 

during 2008 to be essential, 
and involves no new access 
ramps to and from the Van 
Wyck Expressway. City of-
ficials repeatedly said dur-
ing the public review that 
partial remediation and 
development of the Willets 
Point site could not occur 
and was impractical.

Indeed, remediation of 
the entire site was purport-
edly so essential that Mar-
shall specified, as a condi-
tion of her approval, that 
“the entire development 
plan must proceed com-
prehensively and must not 
be phased.” Similarly, the 
Community Board 7 Land 
Use Committee chairman 
testified to the City Plan-
ning Commission that “the 
site must be remediated as 
one complete site. It has to 
be completely assembled, 
completely taken over and 
completely remediated as 
one site.”

But the proposed Phase 
1 would remediate only 12.5 
acres of the entire site, leav-
ing nearly 50 unremediated 
acres purportedly with the 
potential to recontaminate 
the remediated property. 
Phase 1 also has no pro-
vision for new Van Wyck 
Expressway access ramps 
and the city admits that the 
adverse traffic impacts of 

Phase 1 without the ramps 
may be as severe as those 
of the entire development 
with ramps.

The proposed Phase 1 
is not a “lesser included” 
project encompassed by the 
Council’s 2008 approval. 
Rather, it is a new project 
which would deliver all the 
adverse effects but few of 
the purported benefits of 
the original proposed proj-
ect. The liability/benefit 
ratio of Phase 1 is removed 
from that of the original 
proposed project. To the ex-
tent that the board’s evalu-
ation is intended to be a 
final safeguard against in-
appropriate development, it 
is incumbent upon the QBB 
to not grant any approval 
pertaining to Phase 1.

We also wish to en-
sure that you are aware 
that Barry Grodenchik, 
now employed at Queens 
Borough Hall as deputy 
borough president, is the 
former lobbyist employee 
of The Parkside Group, 
which lobbied in favor of 
the proposed Willets Point 
development on behalf of 
Shulman’s LDC and its de-
veloper members.

To the best of our 
knowledge, Grodenchik 
has neither recused himself 
from involvement with the 

board’s evaluation of pro-
spective Phase 1 developers 
and Willets Point property 
disposition, nor sought any 
conflict-of-interest ruling 
— although we believe Gro-
denchik should have done 
so.

Finally, the city is at-
tempting to exercise emi-
nent domain to forcibly 
acquire privately owned 
property to facilitate the 
proposed Phase 1. Forty-
four states other than New 
York have enacted their 
own legislation to prohibit 
or curtail the use of emi-
nent domain for such pur-
poses.

Thus, the proposed 
Phase 1 project that re-
quires the approval of the 
board not only fails to re-
alize benefits that were 
intended by the Council, 
but relies upon eminent 
domain abuse that violates 
basic constitutional rights 
and is contrary to public 
sentiment throughout this 
country.

Nothing obligates you 
to go along with this, and 
we ask that you refrain 
from doing so.

Gerald Antonacci
Willets Point United

Queens

United States has surplus of oil at disposal

T
hose with the “drill, 
baby, drill” mentali-
ty are either ignorant 
to the fact that we do 

not need more oil or are be-
ing manipulated and used 
as shills by the big oil con-
glomerates in order to in-
crease their unprecedented 
profits.

Our country has a 
surplus of oil. Oil demand 
in our country is the low-
est it has been in the last 
10 years. In fact, since 1908 
the United States has been 
exporting oil to countries 

such as Brazil, Mexico and 
Chile. Prior to that, we had 
consumed all the gas we 
produced plus imported 
gas. We presently have 
more drill sites, are drill-
ing more than ever and are 
producing greater quanti-
ties of oil than we have in 
the last 10 years.

Production is up, con-
sumption is down and our 
oil surplus grows, as does 
our export of it. Despite 
these facts, drill-aholics 
claim we need to drill for 
more oil to make us less 

dependent on foreign oil.” 
More than mere nonsense, 
it is a lie. Unfortunately, by 
repeating non-stop the mis-
leading mantra “Obama 
is responsible for the high 
cost of gas,” it has duped 
much of our population for 
votes.

All this begs the ques-
tion: Why are we lament-
ing the need to import for-
eign oil upon which we are 
“dependent” when we have 
more than enough pro-
duced in our own country 
to satisfy our own needs?

Add to this, the dis-
gusting fraud perpetrated 
on our country by the prof-
it-motivated Wall Street 
traders, and financial spec-
ulators. They purposely 
manipulate the price of oil 
to keep it high. Our enemy 
is not overseas, but within.

The ultimate solution: 
Think green.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

A
s 2012 moves along, 
there has been an 
improvement, ever 
so slight, in the un-

employment figure.
It currently stands 

at 8.3 percent, which is a 
slight drop from last year, 
but there are still more 
than 3 million Americans 
still out of work, and that 
figure is actually larger 
because many unemployed 
people have simply stopped 
looking for work.

Our country needs to 
have significant improve-

ment in its economy, along 
with more jobs for the un-
employed and a reduction 
in prices on everything 
from food to fuel and health 
care, credit card and mort-
gage rates.

The American people 
will have their voices heard 
at the voting booth this No-
vember. It is time for big 
changes and they must hap-
pen soon.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Country needs change
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T
his is the week that 
was and what a week 
it was indeed. On 
Monday, Dan Hal-

loran announced his can-
didacy for Gary Acker-

man’s congressional seat 
in Flushing’s Bowne Park.

Considering the an-
nouncement was scheduled 
for 5 p.m. while most people 
were still working, he had 
an impressive turnout. 
Among his supporters were 
Rick Lazio, Tom Long, 
Phil Ragusa, Frank Pa-

davan and George Mara-

gos. The list would be too 
long to mention everyone. 

Good luck, Dan!
The other candidates 

in the race are Democrats 
Grace Meng, Rory Lanc-

man, and Elizabeth Crow-

ley. One of our sources 
swears he has heard that 
both Lancman and Crowley 
will be dropping out of the 
race in the next few weeks, 
making a tighter race of 
Meng vs. Halloran.

If that’s true, now is the 
time to place your bets on 
who wins in that scenario. 
Lots of strange things are 
happening on our political 
horizons. Lots of luck to the 
candidates!

Last Thursday eve-
ning, there was a 50th 
birthday party for Joe 

Crowley at the Grand 
Hyatt Hotel at Grand Cen-
tral Station. It was a high-
powered affair. Some of the 
superstars were Mayor Mi-

chael Bloomberg; former 

Gov. Mario Cuomo; Peter 

Sr., Peter Jr. and Perry 

Vallone; Tom DiNapoli; 
Bill Thompson; Kathleen 

Rice; and Gary Ackerman, 
among others. It was a large 
turnout to show support 
and well wishes to Joe.

Here’s one rumor you 
can put to rest. The rumor I 
am referring to is that Ack-
erman wasn’t going to run 
again because he wasn’t 
feeling well. Last Thurs-
day night, he looked great 
and displayed his usual 
witty persona. At least that 
was his status at Crowley’s 
party.

Everyone who is, who 
was and who wants to be 
were out in full regalia to 
wish the birthday boy a 
happy birthday — big time! 
Republicans and Conserva-
tives, do not be offended, 
but in my humble opinion 
the Democrats sure do 

know how to throw a party.
After Joe’s party, it was 

back home to Beechhurst to 
pack and drive the approxi-
mate 200 miles to Saratoga 
Springs to attend one of our 
annual rituals: the New 
York Press Association’s 
2012 Spring Convention. 
We arrived at the Gideon 
Putnam Hotel at 3:30 a.m. 
Breakfast was at 8 and the 
first session was at 9.

The Friday luncheon 
speaker was Alex Jones, a 
host and executive editor of 
PBS’s “Media Matters.” His 
subject was “Why Newspa-
pers Matter.” He proved to 
be a fascinating man with a 
great sense of humor, and it 
was a pleasure to have the 
opportunity to listen to him 
and learn from his great 
wealth of experiences.

At the seminar last 
year, the instructors said 
that due to state-of-the-art 

technology, we in our pro-
fession would find it easier 
if we acquired an iPad and 
an iPhone. It would make 
life so simple, it would be a 
breeze to get our jobs done.

Taking the instructors 
seriously, I bought myself 
an iPhone 4-S and an iPad 
2 for Christmas. One of this 
year’s courses was “Mobile 
101: Let’s Get Started.” I 
thought, “That’s great, I’ll 
finally get the maximum 
benefit from my new acqui-
sitions.”

Wrong. They may 
have been instructing in 
Sanskrit. It was so over my 
head and out of my league it 
was much too techie for me. 
If I had had an electrical en-
gineering degree, it would 
have helped. Obviously, my 
background knowledge was 
not at that level. I was much 
happier not knowing how 
much I didn’t know.

Apparently, there is 
so much to learn they even 
have a special vocabulary 
to go with that particular 
learning process. Maybe 
I should stick to pure, un-
adulterated gossip. Speak-
ing of which, on Saturday 
afternoon, while driving 
down Saratoga Springs’ 
Main Street, there was a 
black SUV in front of me. I 
took a photo of the sign in 
the SUV’s rear window.

It said, “Do Big Corpo-
rations Own our Congress-
men?” Looks like politics 
present the same problems 
all over.

I wrote this column 
April 1, my birthday, so 
happy birthday to me. I 
wonder who the April Fool’s 
joke was really on?

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Race for Ackerman seat brings out four contenders so far

Long to face Gillibrand in race for U.S. Senate seat

W
e will be having an 
active U.S. Senate 
race this year in 
New York state. 

The seat in question is held 
by Kirsten Gillibrand (D-
N.Y.), who was appointed to 
that office by former Gov. 
David Patterson in 2009. 
She took the place of Hil-
lary Clinton, who became 
U.S. secretary of state.

The state Republican 
and state Conservative par-
ties recently held their con-
ventions for the purpose 
of designating a candidate 
to run against Gillibrand. 
At both conventions, there 
were three candidates seek-
ing endorsements.

They were George 

Maragos, the Nassau Coun-
ty comptroller; U.S. Rep. 
Robert Turner (D-Middle 
Village), whose congressio-
nal district was eliminated 
in the redistricting process; 
and attorney Wendy Long, 
who has worked for con-
servative causes, including 
forming the Judicial Crisis 
Network to work on secur-
ing Senate confirmation of 
federal judges who observe 
judicial restraint.

The Republican con-
vention gave their highest 
vote totals to Long, who 
achieved almost half of the 
votes cast. Both Maragos 
and Turner received barely 
more than 25 percent of the 
votes, which was enough 
for them to qualify to wage 
a Republican primary 
against Long.

At the Conservative 
Party convention, held a few 
days after the Republican 
convention, Long received 
91 percent of the delegate 
votes. The other two candi-

dates, Maragos and Turner, 
received 9 percent between 
them. The convention then 
voted to make Long’s vote 
unanimous. Therefore, she 
received the designation of 
the state Conservative Par-
ty with support from 100 
percent of the delegates.

It should be mentioned 
that back in 2007, Long 
became a member of then-
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney’s Advisory Com-
mittee on the Constitution 
and the Courts. She served 
in that capacity during 
Romney’s first run for the 
presidency.

At the time, Romney 
said the following about 
Long: “Throughout her 
distinguished legal career, 
Wendy Long has been an 
important conservative 
voice on family and legal is-
sues. With her experience, 
Long’s counsel will be in-
valuable in my campaign 
for our nation’s highest of-
fice. I am greatly honored 

to have her serve on my 
campaign.”

In a brief interview 
with Long after the party 
conventions, she shared 
some of her views regard-
ing the campaign. As for 
the support expressed for 
her at the conventions, she 
indicated she was pleased 
and overwhelmed. She also 
said she was determined to 
make herself worthy of the 
trust she had been shown.

She believes that two of 
the most important issues 
facing the electorate this 
year are the size and scope 
of the federal government 
and the economic issues of 
jobs and deficit spending.

When asked if elected 
what would be the first 
piece of legislation she 
would introduce, she an-
swered, “Repeal Obamac-
are.”

As for what would be 
the main differences in 
how she would conduct her 
duties in office, as com-

pared to Gillibrand, she 
said she would be more re-
sponsible and accountable 
to the people.

Turning to the federal 
courts, she has worked to 
get federal judges appoint-
ed who interpret the U.S. 
Constitution, not inject 
their own political philoso-
phy when giving their opin-
ions.

Long believes she will 
be able to raise the neces-
sary funds to be competi-
tive during the campaign.

Queens Conservative 
Party Chairman Thomas 
Long, who is not related to 
Wendy Long, has indicated 
some of his views on her 
candidacy. He believes she 
has considerable experi-
ence in politics and govern-
ment. He also pointed out 
that she is a grassroots can-
didate with a long history 
of political involvement.

If Wendy Long wins 
the Republican primary 
and faces Gillibrand in the 

fall election, it should be an 
interesting race and bring 
a lot of media attention.

Regarding congres-
sional races, the recently 
redrawn 6th Congressio-
nal District seems to have 
taken center stage with a 
Democratic Party primary 
in the works to determine 
who will be the nominee. 
So far, three candidates 
have emerged to succeed 
Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-
Bayside), who is retiring.

The three are City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village), 
state Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
and state Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows).

The winner of the 
Democratic primary will 
face Councilman Daniel 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) in 
the fall election. Up to this 
point, Halloran has no pri-
mary opponents.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action

COLUMNS
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Buy local.

Following in the footsteps of their dairy farmer grandparents, Max and Arthur Schwartz founded
Elmhurst Dairy in 1919 to bottle and deliver milk throughout their Queens neighborhood. Today,
the family continues the legacy by supplying milk to over 8,300
independent grocers and 1,400 public
schools in New York City.

Buying milk from Elmhurst Dairy supports
hundreds of jobs for your friends and
neighbors and preserves the family�owned
farms upstate that supply us daily. Together,
we’re reducing the environmental impact of
shipping milk from outside the region and
re�investing in the economic future of our city.

Buy local – choose Elmhurst Dairy milk.

718�526�3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

Support Your Local Dairy.
New York City’s One and Only.

Children’s Daycamp
Pool and Beach Swimming, Adult and 
Children Activities, Restaurants, Athletics,
Fun, Sun and more...
Minutes from Brooklyn and Queens

Silver Gull Club and Breezy Point Surf Club are authorized 
concessionaires of Gateway National Recreation Area, National Park 
Service, Department of the Interior
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Residents were horri-

fied after the city cut down 
32 trees along a College 
Point street last week as 
part of the work on the new 
police academy.

The street trees stood 
in sidewalk beds along 28th 
Avenue between College 
Point Boulevard and Ulmer 
Street, on the north border 
of the College Point Police 
Academy development, a 
$1 billion facility currently 
under construction.

Doris Scheer, a 50-year 
resident of the neighbor-
hood, happened to drive 
by last Thursday and saw 
crews hired by the NYPD 
dismembering the trees be-
fore leaving a row of stumps 
in their wake.

“I came onto 28th Av-
enue, and there was a pile 
of limbs,” she said. “They 
were young trees. They 
were in bloom.”

The city Parks Depart-
ment said some of the trees 
were unhealthy and needed 
to be cut down, although 
the agency could not be 
more specific as to the na-
ture of the illness and how 

it was caused. Others were 
being removed specifically 
to make way for the devel-
opment, but the NYPD will 
replace all the greenery 
with new saplings in the fu-
ture, Parks said.

In total, the NYPD 
plans to fell 82 trees in the 
process of constructing the 
new 3-million-square-foot 
training facility, according 
to Parks, which signs off 
on tree removals but was 
not involved in planning 
the trimming nor hiring 
contractors to do the dirty 
work.

In this case, the NYPD 
hired an arborist who in-
spected each of the trees 
before they were lopped off 
at the base. To comply with 
city laws, another arborist 
from Parks also signed off 
on the removals.

All of the trees were 
between 3- and 6-inch diam-
eters, and the NYPD will 
replace the loss of foliage 
with 132 new trees, accord-
ing to Parks.

But Scheer, who also 
is a member of the College 
Point Civic Association, 
wanted to know why the 
NYPD had to kill the trees 

instead of just digging them 
up and planting them else-
where, a question to which 
Parks did not respond by 
press time.

“If they were in the 
way, why weren’t they dug 
up?” she said. “That is the 
thing that bothered me. 
You could see all the little 
stumps.”

Wooden scaffolding 
designed to offer support 
for pliant trunks still stood 
around the stumps last 
Thursday.

The College Point 
pruning came days before 
several cherry blossom 
trees behind Queens Bor-
ough Hall were cut down 
to make way for a develop-
ment project, according 
to Geoffrey Croft of Man-
hattan-based organization 
NYC Park Advocates. In 
that case of arborcide, the 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall also said some of 
the trees were diseased, ac-
cording to Croft

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

City will replace trees 
chopped in College Pt.

A stump remains in one of more than 30 fenced off spots on College Point Boulevard where trees 
were cut down. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Boro man gave weapons 
to Hezbollah: State Dept.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
An Indian national il-

legally living in Flushing 
was found guilty in federal 
court last week for provid-
ing aid to a foreign terror-
ist organization.

Patrick Nayyar, 48, 
agreed to provide weapons 
and other materials to Hez-
bollah, a Lebanon-based 
outfit that is designated 
a terrorist organization 
by the U.S. Department of 
State, according to U.S. At-
torney Preet Bharara.

Between July and Sep-
tember 2009, Nayyar had a 
series of meetings with a 
man he believed could fun-
nel materials to Hezbollah. 
In fact, the middleman was 

an FBI informant.
Nayyar, along with 

an alleged co-conspirator 
named Conrad Stanisclaus 
Mulholland, provided the 
informant with a handgun, 
a box of ammunition and 
a truck believing that the 
materials would be passed 
along to Hezbollah, accord-
ing to Bharara.

In addition, Nayyar 
agreed to sell the infor-
mant guns, ammunition, 
vehicles, bulletproof vests 
and night vision goggles, 
according to Bharara.

Nayyar was arrested in 
Queens on separate charges 
before his indictment was 
handed up in Manhattan 
federal court. Investigators 
then slapped him with five 
counts related to the sup-

port he provided Hezbollah 
before he was convicted by 
a jury March 28.

Nayyar faces up to 75 
years in prison and is set 
to be sentenced Sept. 25 by 
Judge Robert Sweet.

Mulholland, 45, is also 
not a citizen of the United 
States and fled the country 
before charges were filed, 
according to Bharara.

The case was handled 
by the FBI and the New 
York Joint Terrorism Task 
Force, a coalition of vari-
ous law enforcement agen-
cies in the area.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY PHIL CORSO

State Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Little 
Neck) took to the steps of 
City Hall last weekend to 
continue pushing a law to 
make staged car accidents 
a stand-alone crime.

Joined by former As-
sistant Brooklyn District 
Attorney and New Yorkers 
Stand Against Insurance 
Fraud spokesman David 
Schwartz, Weprin warned 
New Yorkers that the num-
ber of staged car accidents 
in the state has dramati-
cally increased due to loop-
holes in insurance laws, ac-
cording to a statement.

Almost nine years af-
ter 71-year-old Alice Ross 
was killed in the pre-medi-
tated crash, Weprin called 

on the state Legislature to 
pass Alice’s Law to save 
taxpayer dollars.

“Criminals in our 

state are intentionally caus-
ing accidents and targeting 
innocent New Yorkers to 
make money, and we must 
do something to protect 
citizens against it,” Weprin 
said. “These crimes are en-
dangering the lives of New 
Yorkers and driving up 
the auto insurance rates of 
New Yorkers already strug-
gling with skyrocketing 
gas prices.”

Weprin said it was 
estimated that auto insur-
ance fraud has cost New 
York drivers more than $1 
billion in higher insurance 
rates over the past five 
years.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

State Assemblyman David 
Weprin (l.) rallies for support 
to help pass Alice’s Law, a bill 
to combat insurance fraud 
through staged car accidents.

Weprin puts support behind law 
to protect staged crash victims

The TimesLedger Newspapers has 

launched a website about murders in 

SE Queens. The site includes audio 

slideshows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark
 

  

www.timesledger.com/shots-in-the-dark
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Worker who fell from Throgs Neck Bridge still missing
BY REBECCA HENELY

John Massas, a 35-year-
old painting subcontractor, 
still had not been found 
Tuesday night after fall-
ing from the Throgs Neck 
Bridge into the Long Island 
Sound Friday.

Massas was working 
on the bridge Friday on a 
platform below the road-
way when he fell off into the 
water, authorities said.

Members of the NYPD, 
FDNY and U.S. Coast 
Guard, among others, 
searched for the worker 
throughout Friday morn-
ing. At 12:30 p.m., the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority said in a state-
ment that finding Massas 
was now considered a re-
covery mission, meaning 
that he was thought to be 
dead.

“MTA Bridges and 

Tunnels extends its condo-
lences to the worker’s fami-
ly, friends and co-workers,” 
the agency said.

MTA said Massas, who 

was employed with sub-
contractor Nuco Painting 
Corp., of Islandia, L.I., had 
been working in the middle 
of the bridge’s span, which 

runs from Bay Terrace to 
Throggs Neck, Bronx, be-
fore he slipped off the plat-
form after 8 a.m.

Nuco declined to give a 

comment. The Internation-
al Union of Painters and 
Allied Trades Home Local 
806, which Massas belonged 
to, also did not respond to a 
request for comment.

The Coast Guard said 
Friday it sent out two boat 
crews from Kings Point, 
L.I., and a helicopter crew 
from Atlantic City, N.J.

The FDNY was on the 
scene from about 8:30 a.m. 
to 11 a.m., when it closed 
down its operations, a 
spokesman said.

The MTA said Massas 
was working on part of a 
$25 million, two-year re-
habilitation of the bridge’s 
structural steel. The con-
tractor on the project was 
Elsol Contracting & Con-
struction, which has mul-
tiple locations throughout 
Queens, the MTA said.

Massas lived in the 
Bronx with his wife and 
three children, the New 

York Post reported.
Carmen Gonzalez, 

Massas’ mother-in-law, 
told the newspaper Massas 
loved his job.

“He was a very good 
husband, a good father,” 
she told the Post. “He was 
saving money for their chil-
dren’s college. He didn’t 
want his children to be like 
him, painting.”

The agency said all 
workers are required to 
wear safety harnesses, and 
the circumstances as to 
why Massas fell were under 
investigation by Bridges 
and Tunnels’ Health and 
Safety Division, the U.S. Oc-
cupation Safety and Health 
Administration, the city 
Office of Emergency Man-
agement and the NYPD.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

BY PHIL CORSO

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) has zoned in on what 
he called a recent phenom-
enon, urging the Council’s 
Consumer Affairs Commit-
tee to see what’s cooking 
on the streets of eastern 
Queens.

The appearance of food 
carts along Bell Boulevard, 
Hillside and Springfield 
avenues as well as Union 
Turnpike has left Weprin 
asking the city to investi-
gate and potentially regu-
late concerns, including 
health and safety issues, 
unfair competition and un-
sightliness.

The councilman said 
the city would hold hear-
ings later this spring to 
discuss these issues with 
local vendors and the com-
munity  to resolve how to 
regulate food vendors.

“There are a lot of 
questions out there,” We-
prin said. “We should have 
a hearing because these 
things have become much 
more prevalent.”

The plan to bring the 
discussion into the Coun-
cil was surprising news to 
John Amanatidis, whose 
mobile grilled food cart has 
resided near the intersec-
tion of Northern and Bell 
boulevards for close to 15 
years, the vendor said.

“We’re not bothering 
anyone,” Amanatidis said. 
“We’re finished by 7 p.m., 
well before dinner, so we 
don’t interfere.”

A major concern in the 
debate, Weprin said, sur-
rounded the topic of unfair 
competition posed by ven-
dors parking their carts 
in new spots. Weprin said 
local merchants have ex-
pressed concern that these 
mobile food units have left 
them at a disadvantage.

But according to Sean 
Basinski, a spokesman for 
the Urban Justice Center’s 
Street Vendor Project, the 
accusation is not grounded 
in any facts or evidence.

Basinski said there 
was plenty of research to 
show that food vendors ac-
tually helped local brick-
and-mortars.

“It’s perhaps an un-
derstandable concern, but 
a naive impression which 
simply is not born out by the 
research,” Basinski said. 
“Whoever is complaining 
is simply wrong.”

According to a report 
provided by the Street Ven-
dor Project, goods sold on 
the sidewalk were typically 
different from the higher-
end items sold in stores, 
complementing the array 

of products. The report 
pointed to a “synergistic 
relationship” between the 
vendors and their local 
counterparts, adding that 
street vendors can draw 
the foot traffic necessary to 
boost sales in surrounding 
shops.

Possible solutions, We-
prin said, included limit-
ing where vendors can do 
business or imposing reg-
ulations on how far away 

from other food stores they 
might operate.

“There are places 
where they serve a great 
purpose, Weprin said. 
“There are school cam-
puses and parts of the city 
where people live and die 
with those food carts. But 
parking in front of a store 
with the same product 
could be unfair.”

A worker who only 
wished to be identified as 
John mans the halal food 
cart near the intersection 
of Northern and Bell bou-
levards and said he went 
where the business was.

“If people come here, 
then I’m here. I can go any-
where by law,” he said. “I’m 
legal. What I’m doing is le-
gal. Business is business. 
Welcome to America.”

Other concerns that 

Weprin said residents have 
brought to the councilman’s 
attention are the issues of 
unhealthy conditions and 
unsightliness, affecting the 
image of Bayside’s commu-
nity and quality of life.

It is something Basin-
ski said might stem from 
an inherent fear of vendors. 
He said all food vendors 
were subject to inspection 
by the city Health Depart-
ment and were no different 
than local shops in judging 
cleanliness on a case-by-
case basis.

“I don’t think it holds 
water to say on a general-
ized basis that residents 
are concerned about health 
issues,” Basinski said. “To 
have these concerns in a 
vacuum sounds like simple 
anti-vendor warfare.”

FDNY vehicles left Fort Totten Park after the search for John Massas, who fell from the Throgs Neck 
Bridge, had gone on for more than two hours. Photo by Rebecca Henely

City Council to consider regulating mobile food vendors

Food carts setting up shop throughout Bayside have City 
Councilman Mark Weprin considering new regulations. 

Photo by Phil Corso

Check out our website!
www.TimesLedger.com
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ASIA BANK, N.A.

Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com
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“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T

gauge the community’s 
interest, but the gaggle of 
suited leaders was optimis-
tic about what they would 
find.

“There is a lot of excite-
ment,” said John Choe, who 
hosted the news conference 
at the office of his commu-
nity advocacy group, One 
Flushing, at 39-01 Main St.  
“This reflects the diversity 
and strength of Flushing.”

The exploratory com-
mittee will take between 
six and 12 months to decide 
on how to proceed with the 
formation of a chamber, 
which will be called the 
Greater Flushing Chamber 
of Commerce.

If it is formed, the 
chamber will advocate for 
the business interests of 
the community as a whole, 
which is currently served 
by organizations that are 
tailored to the needs of 
specific areas of Flush-
ing — The Flushing Busi-
ness Improvement District 

provides extra sanitation 
services to a specific area 
downtown, The Flushing 
Chinese Business Associa-
tion serves the interests of 
the Chinese community 
just as the Korean Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce 
serves the Korean Commu-
nity. The Union Street Mer-
chants Association, as the 
name implies, serves shop 
owners along Union Street.

“This will be like an 
umbrella organization,” 
Choe said.

For example, business-
es belonging to a Korean 
organization might have a 
problem with the city gov-
ernment and not know that 
Chinese businesses are go-
ing through the same dif-
ficulties. The chamber, ac-
cording to Choe, will unite 
the business community as 
one voice that can make its 
needs known and exercise 
power as a single bloc.

“The business com-
munity is an untapped re-
source,” he said.

But Peter Tu, head of 

the Flushing Chinese Busi-
ness Association, also said 
the chamber will be about 
encouraging new business-
es, especially outside of the 
Asian community.

“How can these non-
Asian businesses under-
stand Flushing?” he said. 
“That’s the job for the 
chamber.”

Jack Friedman, presi-
dent of the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce, was also 
on hand to encourage the 
entrepreneurs.

“A chamber is a key 
ingredient that has been 
missing,” he said.

A previous chamber, 
headed by Myra Baird Her-
ce during its final years, 
was sapped of its strength 
and gradually lost promi-
nence in the community 
before officially disband-
ing earlier this year.

The Queens chamber 
can act as an umbrella orga-
nization for all the smaller 
chambers in the borough, 
according to Friedman, 
and upon request can pro-
vide business seminars 
and access to capital for 
new ventures.

“Obviously, this con-
cerns me greatly,” Avella 
said. “My support for the 
spa was on the condition 
that everything is done 
legally. If it is proved that 
this individual is connect-
ed to what goes on at the 
hotel, that raises serious 
questions.”

Avella specifically 
noted only employees have 
been charged at this point, 
and Park himself has not 
been implicated. Avella said 
he would contact Brown’s 

office to investigate.
The senator took 

Community Board 7 and 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall to task earlier 
this year after Park’s pro-
posal to build a two-story 
spa complete with a rooftop 
pool, at 131-23 31st Ave., was 
recommended for denial by 
both parties.

“I do not agree with 
the community board’s 
report nor do I agree with 
the borough president’s re-
port.”,” he said in January 
at a meeting with Park and 
the architects on the proj-
ect.

The two bodies op-
posed the plan for structur-

al and parking reasons.
The city Board of Stan-

dards and Appeals, which 
is supposed to take CB 7 
and Marshall’s recommen-
dations into consideration 
for the final say, had not 
made a ruling by press time 
Tuesday.

Irwin Park, the son of 
the developer and member 
of Delta Kew Holding Corp. 
& Property Management, 
declined to comment.

Should the proposal 
pass, CB 7 Chairman Gene 
Kelty said the community 
will keep an eye out on the 
spa after learning of the 
prostitution sting at the 
Kew Motor Inn.

But the amount of 
money Park is sinking into 
the spa led Kelty to hope 
that everything would be 
above board.

“I would hope that he 
was going to put a state-of-
the-art facility, which is go-
ing to run for a reasonable 
profit and stay for awhile,” 
Kelty said.

But Park will not be 
making any profit on the 
Kew Motor Inn, at 139-01 
Grand Central Pkwy., in 
the near future.

The DA said the motel, 
along with the Par  Central 
Motor Inn, located next 
door, allegedly served as 
havens for prostitutes and 

their pimps.
“These two motels 

have been deemed public 
nuisances that have gener-
ated numerous prostitu-
tion-related arrests — in-
cluding those involving 
underage girls — during 
the past year,” DA Richard 
Brown said in a statement.

Employees at the hotels 
allegedly accepted bribes, 
allowed the undercover 
cops to rent rooms without 
identification, knowingly 
allowed prostitution activ-
ity and in some cases as-
sisted in the illegal activity 
by acting as the prostitutes’ 
secretaries, the DA said.

The Kew Motor Inn 

website, which was taken 
down soon after the charges 
were announced, formerly 
referred to itself as: “since 
1969 the most famous, and 
exotic couples-friendly mo-
tel/hotel in Queens!!”

Pictures that were for-
merly on the site featured 
mirrors on the ceilings and 
rooms decorated in differ-
ent themes.

A call placed by 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in January determined 
the minimum stay was two 
hours, which an employee 
answering the phones indi-
cated would cost $60.

interior have already been 
granted, according to city 
documents.

The process of sub-
dividing work is common 
in the development world, 
according to a member of 
the Queens chapter of the 

American Institute of Ar-
chitects.

“Structural plans, for 
instance, can be filed under 
a separate documents. They 
don’t have to be approved at 
the same time,” said Willy 
Zambrano, architect and 
treasurer of the chapter.

In many cases, this al-
lows work on foundations 
or other essential elements 
of the building to begin 
while the rest of the plans 
for a building go through 
the approval process.

News of Franco’s de-
cision to scrap the cater-
ing hall was a welcome 
development for some civic 
leaders, who were outraged 
after he received a zoning 

change from the city for the 
project.

“We lost the battle, 
but we won the war,” said 
Kim Cody, president of the 
Greater Whitestone Tax-
payers Civic Association, 
who said he learned of the 
change in plans after at-
tending a meeting with 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) last 
month.

Cody had originally ex-
pressed fears that the cater-
ing hall would be too big for 
the neighborhood and was 
joined by neighbors, civics 
and state Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) in denouncing 
the development.

But the plan enjoyed 
support from others in the 
community in addition to 
Halloran. Devon O’Connor, 
of the Welcome to Whit-

estone civic, and Jack 
Friedman, of the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Whitestone residents sub-
mitted letters to support 
the zoning change.

Community Board 7, 
along with Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall, ap-
proved the zoning change 
prior to the Department of 
City Planning. 

Continued from Page 1

Hotel bust

Continued from Page 2

White House

Continued from Page 1

Chamber revival
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Best Wishes for a 
Happy,  Healthy and Safe 

Holiday Week

Happy Passover & Happy Easter, 
From Our Family To Yours

Assemblywoman Grace Meng, 
Dr. Wayne Kye, DDS, Tyler & Brandon
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SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
Do You Have Sciatica Or Its Symptoms?

c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Diffi culty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

Call Now 
for a
FREE

Consultation 
to see 

how our 
technologies
may benefi t 

you.

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY

Flexor digitorum
profumdus

Twig to joint

Flexor digitorum
superfi cialis

Hook of hamafe

Deep branch of ulnar nerve

Twig to 4th lumbrical

Deep transverse
metacarpal ligament

Pisometacarpal
Pisohamate

Ligaments

Pisiform
Median nerve

Ulnar nerve

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Fibrous digital sheath

Palmar ligament (plate)

Collateral ligament

Tubercle of scaphiod

Tubercle of trapezium

Articular capsule

Radial artery
Three perforating arteries

Palmar ligament (Plate)

Flex retin

North Shore
Rehab Associates
55 Northern Blvd. Suite 103

Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

516-466-9300

You can begin today.
Call Now for a
“FREE Consultation” to see
how our technologies
may benefi t you.

Most Insurances Accepted

We
NOW HAVE
COLD LASER

With this ad. Expires 9-29-11
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Join us and see how 
LIU Brooklyn can help 
you to discover your 
full potential.

Spring Open House
Sunday, April 15, 2012
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

▲ Visit and tour our beautiful 11-acre 
campus in downtown Brooklyn.

▲ Speak with representatives from our 
enrollment, student services and 
academic departments.

▲ Apply at the Open House and your 
application fee will be waived.

▲ Learn about all of the support services 
we offer.

▲ Find out how we can make a private 
education affordable for you.

For more information and to RSVP,
visit liu.edu/brooklyn/openhouse

Join us and see how 

The Neighborhood 
Rail Improvement Act 
would specifically prohibit 
rail companies from per-
forming yard activities on 
tracks located in residen-
tial neighborhoods. These 
activities include repairs, 
maintenance, collection, 
storage and transfer of 
materials. The legislation 
would also create a nine-
member Regional Commu-
nity Advisory Board for 
railroad yards, comprised 
of residents appointed by 
the elected officials repre-
senting the area.

One of the residents 
directly affected by the use 
of these tracks is Anthony 
Pedalino, who said there 
can be as many as five cars 
idling for more than an 
hour. And when a train is 
inoperable, the operators 
leave it on the tracks in-
stead of pulling it into the 
railyard.

“The smell is abso-
lutely intolerable. If you’re 
sitting in your yard and 
the trains come in, you im-
mediately go inside to get 
away from the noise and the 
smell,” he said. “I have my 
air conditioning running 
at full blast the entire sum-

mer just to try to drown out 
the noise.”

Pedalino said the ar-
rogance and attitude of the 
railway operators stinks 
just as much as the trains.

“The government 
needs to stand up for the 
residents,” he said. “This 
neighborhood is going to be 
[no more] because people 
are getting fed up and leav-
ing.”

The Fresh Pond Rail 
Yard in Glendale is operat-
ed by New York & Atlantic 
Railroad, which did not re-
turn calls requesting com-
ment. 

Lancman, whose run 
for Congress was recently 
endorsed by former Mayor 
Ed Koch, blamed the spike 
in freight activity at the 
Fresh Pond Transfer Sta-
tion on an increased de-
mand for rail traffic to dis-
pose of trash.

The smell, Lancman 
said, permeates through 
the neighborhood.

“The rail companies 
have plenty of representa-
tives in Congress to stand 
up for them,” he said. 
“When I get to Washington, 
I’m going to stand up for the 
people in this community.”

State Assemblyman Rory Lancman (r.) said that if elected to 
Congress, he will introduce legislation aimed at cleaning up rail-
yard operations in Middle Village. Photo by Steve Mosco

Lancman active in fi ght against idling trains
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
State Assemblyman 

Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) is ratcheting up 
his charge for Congress — 
and he’s starting at the lo-
cal level.

The candidate for the 
6th Congressional District 
stood with residents of Glen-
dale and Middle Village on 

an overpass overlooking 
the Fresh Pond freight rail 
lines, along with the back-
yards of adjacent homes.

If elected, Lancman 
intends to enact legislation 
aimed at protecting the 
community affected by the 
environmental  problems 
created by railroad com-
panies that let their trains 
idle on the tracks outside 

the rail station.
“For far too 

long, residents of 
this area have had 
to put up with the noise, 
the smell and the lack of 
security resulting from 
rail companies ignoring 
the community’s concerns 
and performing railroad 
yard activities outside the 
railroad yard,” said Lanc-

man at the gather-
ing Monday. “This 
legislation would 
not only put an end 

to these disturbances by 
ensuring railroad yard ac-
tivities actually take place 
in the railroad yard, but 
would also give the resi-
dents of this community 
input into the yard’s opera-
tion.”

Call for boro baseball players
The Queens Alliance Baseball League and the 

Queens Kiwanis Baseball League are open to all 
teams in their new 10U and 12U divisions, as well as 
13 through 18 divisions and the 18 and over Sunday 
double-header division.

Any team or players looking to play baseball in 
a local competitive league can call 718-366-7717 or 
718-821-4487.
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“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” 

SCAN HERE
FOR OUR WEBSITE

FREE 
REPAIR*

up to $30
w/p of $250

or more

 FREE*

Watch 
Battery
w/repair

* Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 9.30.12

“Be Different” 
Let’s make your next Dream Piece 

of Jewelry a Reality...
Unusual and One-Of-A-Kind Collections

Our Jeweler Has 43 Years Of Expert Experience.

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds Into 
Custom Designed Jewelry to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum Jewelry Repair 
On The Premises

Diamond Setting and Sizing while you wait.
Viewing permitted

Free Prong Checking while you wait

FREE ESTIMATES ON
ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGa, ETC.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
www.okgjewelry.com 

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH
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Ronald Rosen, D.V.M.
Michael Ferber, D.V.M.
Rob Foley, D.V.M.
Megan Kelleher, D.V.M.
Terry Eylers, D.V.M.

718-423-9600
WE’VE MOVED! 42-02 215th St. Bayside, NY 11361

FREE PARKING www.nsah.biz
Call For Hours (Evening & Weekend Appointments Available)

Full Service Hospital Providing Exceptional
Care to Companion Animals

Affiliated With 516-783-9100

We Now Offer Physical 
Therapy & Underwater 

Treadmill, Senior Citizen 
& Multi-Pet Discounts

Treating Your Pet Like Family For 
Over 3 Generations
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Free • Confi dential • Interpretation Available

I have a question about
my child’s medicine.

NEW YORK CITY
POISON CONTROL CENTER
1-800-222-1222

We are here to help.

Lynda D. Curtis
Sr. V.P. and Executive Director
Bellevue Hospital Center

or call 311 and ask for the Poison Control Center
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CREATE YOUR SMILE

w w w . t o o t h n y . c o m

NEW PATIENT 
SPECIAL
$$$$$$$$$$$$ CLEANING

EXAM &
X-RAYS.

IPAD 2
SAVEOR $$$$$$$$$$$7777777777774444444444444555555555555

WITH INVISALIGN TREATMENT
Full & Partial Treatments.

DENTAL
IMPLANTS
ONLY EACH$$$$$$$$$$$7777777777779999999999999555555555555
Post & Crown Additional.

Call for your 
FREE

Consultation

7 1 8 . 8 8 6 . 6 8 4 3
61-07 Utopia Pkwy. 2FL Fresh Meadows

STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates offered to first
500 Customers till June 4.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Straphangers coming from and going 
to Long Island City were relieved and hap-
py after the MTA reopened the No. 7 train 
platform of the Court Square subway stop 
Monday.

“I’m really happy,” said a Bedford 
Stuyvesant straphanger who gave her 
name as Rachel. “It was kind of a pain get-
ting off at 21st [Street, a G train stop,] and 
walking over.”

The Court Square station, at 45th 
Avenue and 23rd Street, had already un-
dergone a major renovation in 2011 that 
combined three stations and allowed for 
access between the underground E, G and 
M trains and the elevated No. 7 train. De-
spite this, the elevated section was closed 
again Jan. 21.

The Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority said during the closure the agency 
rehabilitated the station’s platforms, out-
fitting them with new expansion joints, 
which absorb the expansion or contraction 
of the concrete due to weather conditions; 
tactile warning tiles, the bumps on the 
ground that alert riders they are standing 

too close to the platform’s edge; and track 
drains.

The agency also put up 510 feet of a 
new platform wall, spruced up the mezza-
nine, put in new sides along the stairways 
and did other improvements. The final 
renovations for the platform will make it 
accessible to people with disabilities.

“With full rehabilitation work nearly 
complete, the fast-growing area of Long 
Island City will have a refurbished and 
updated complex that will be fully accessi-
ble,” NYC Transit President Thomas Pren-
dergast said in a statement.

Court Square stop reopens
for No. 7 riders after rehab

Straphangers quickly took advantage of the 
Court Square station’s No. 7 train platforms open-
ing earlier this week. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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“If you like saving 
money, you’re gonna 
love the Green Team.”

HOMEOWNERS LOVE THE SAVINGS
IMPROVE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND LOWER ENERGY COSTS

*Based on eligibility

—Bill, Homeowner, Staten Island, NY
See how I’m saving at conEd.com/Bill

WE’LL HELP YOU SAVE

CONNECT WITH THE GREEN TEAM AT CONED.COM/GREENTEAM
OR CALL 1-800-430-9505. ACT NOW. LIMITED TIME OFFER.*

Low cost on-site energy survey with free money-saving items installed.

Rebates up to $1,000 on efficient heating and A/C equipment.

Free programmable thermostats for central A/C systems.

Get $50 for recycling your freezer or old, second working fridge.

WWW.STMARYSKIDS.ORG 
888-KIDS NYS

             �...everyone was so 
wonderful there, it was 
where my daughter was 
meant to be to get better.�
�...a rising tower 
of the future for  
special kids like my  
daughter, a patient 
already benefiting 
from their expertise 
and dedication.�

�...St. Mary kids are full 
of  joy and always happy.�

� I worked in the 
Home Care dept. 

It taught me 
things that allow 

me to help my 
patients better 

to this day. Love 
you St. Marys!�

�...my son Danny 
did so well, and this  
wellness stays with 
him, and all of us.�

�an amazing 
place to learn 

about love.�

A FEW WORDS  
FROM OUR FRIENDS:

BY RICH BOCKMANN

As Peninsula Hospital made final ar-
rangements to shutter its doors, a possible 
savior for the embattled Far Rockaway fa-
cility was touching down on the other end 
of Queens.

A representative at Peninsula said 
Tuesday the hospital’s clinics would re-
main open and the emergency room would 
be accepting walk-in patients until Friday.

As the Rockaway’s 100,000 residents 
braced for what many characterized as a 
health-care crisis, the president of a Chi-
cago-based group with intentions of taking 
over and rehabilitating the hospital was 
landing at LaGuardia Airport.

Dr. Seth Guterman, of the People’s 
Choice Hospital group, said if he could 
convince Peninsula’s court-appointed 
bankruptcy trustee, Lori Lapin Jones, to 
re-evaluate her decision to close the facil-
ity, his organization could have it up and 
running within a matter of weeks.

“I’m confident that we could have it 
reopened in eight weeks, and assuming 
we get through all the due diligence of 
the bankruptcy court, from the moment 

we take over we could open the lab in six 
months with all the latest technology and 
be completely paperless,” he said.

Peninsula filed for bankruptcy pro-
tection last year after it had accumulated 
$13 million in debt. In February, the state 
Department of Health shut down the hospi-
tal’s lab after an inspection noted 66 “seri-
ous deficiencies.”

In early March, a judge appointed 
Jones as the hospital’s bankruptcy trustee, 
and last week she filed bankruptcy docu-
ments noting it would take months to get 
the lab back up to snuff.

Salvation may be on horizon 
as Peninsula plans to shutter

A representative from a Chicago-based hospital 
group is drumming up support to save Peninsula 
Hospital as the Far Rockaway facility plans to 
close its doors Friday.



BY ALEX PALMER

Visitors to Flushing Town Hall will 
find they have stepped into a nomadic 
Turkish village. Simulated living spaces 
of nomadic tents complete with hand-
woven Turkish carpets and home fur-
nishings are a highlight of the exhibit 
“Interwoven Worlds: Exploring Domestic 
and Nomadic Life in Turkey,” running 
through April 29.

Curated by Alexander Bauer, assis-
tant professor of anthropology at Queens 
College, and Amy H. Winter, director 
and curator of the Godwin-Ternbach Mu-
seum, the exhibition showcases textiles 
from the museum’s permanent collection 
as well as traditional objects found in 
Turkish living spaces.

Central to Turkish homes, whether 
nomadic or settled, are textiles and, in 
particular, carpets, as reflected in this ex-
hibition. The pieces on view are tapestry-

woven rugs called kilims, embroidered 
flat-weave rugs (cicims), a pair of antique 
prayer rugs and woven or embroidered 
items such as saddlebags and bedding. It 
also includes ancient ceramics, glass and 
metalwork.

“We tried to reconstruct something 
that would give visitors a sense of how 
these people lived and their aesthetic 
sense and traditions,” said Winter.

The most eye-catching part of the 
show is the reconstructed dwellings 
where visitors can actually step inside 
and see the rugs and objects as they 
would be in a traditional home.

This includes a yurt, a wood-framed 
tent used by Turkish tribal cultures and 
nomadic tribes because of its light weight 

and easy portability. There is also an 
Ottoman-style interior that shows design 
elements like wood paneling and parti-
tioned windows as well as wall hangings 
and carpets. The structures create a bold 
impression in the center of the exhibi-
tion, and are intended to both educate 
and entertain. As Winter emphasized, 
“kids will love it.”

She added that the priority of the 
show was to represent the range of cul-
tures and tribes, rather than trying to be 
archeologically authentic and pure. It re-
flects the range of pieces held in Godwin-
Terbach’s collection and also includes 
an area showing the cross-fertilization 
of other cultures and empires, including 
the Byzantine.

“It’s similar in a lot of tribal cultures 
the way they built and designed or deco-
rated inside the tent,” said Winter. “But 
the things that they use in each tribe has 
its own unique pattern and designs.”

In addition to the pieces themselves, 
the exhibit includes a digital display that 
allows viewers to browse interior and ex-
terior images of what an Ottoman house 
would have looked like. Sound record-
ings, photographs and texts have also 
been incorporated.

Winter explained that her expertise 
is in the history of art and archeological 
study, having done quite a bit of work 
in ancient art and tribal ethnographics . 
This includes two other recent shows she 
has curated specifically on textiles.

The exhibit is part of Queens Col-
lege’s project “Year of Turkey: Explor-
ing Past, Present, Future” that began 
in September and runs through June. It 

Continued on Page 32
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Turkish nomads decorated 
their mobile lives with color-
ful rugs and tapestries and 
intricate homewares. 

Photo by Brita Helgesen
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Answers in Sports

BY TATYANA SOUTHERLAND

Getting published is no easy 
feat: It can take months, years 
even. So it came as a huge sur-
prise to Queens College graduate 
student Anne Posten when she 
was told that her English transla-
tion of German writer Tankred 
Dorst’s “Der Schöne Ort” (“This 
Beautiful Place”) was being pub-
lished by Hang Loose Press, a 
year before even completing her 
master’s of fine arts at the col-
lege. 

“I couldn’t believe it,” said 
25-year-old Posten. Since first 
reading the novella in a Ger-
man literature course as an un-
dergraduate at Oberlin College, 
where she majored in German, 
she fell in love with it. “The style 
was unusual, unlike anything I 
read before,” said Posten. “I want-
ed to share it with my friends 
and I couldn’t because it was in 
German so I became motivated 
to translate it to English so that I 
could share it with them.”

Posten began working on the 
translation for the book her senior 
year at Oberlin College in Ohio. 

After graduating from Ober-
lin, Posten enrolled in Queens 
College for its graduate program 
in translation. Posten said she 
sought out the program because it 
was one of only two or three in the 
country that taught translation 
as a writing program. The other 
programs focused on translation 
theory or comparative literature. 
She received encouragement from 
some of the program’s faculty.

“It was (Queens College pro-

fessor) Kimko Hahm’s idea to 
collaborate with Hang Loose; she 
pushed for this to happen,” said 
Posten, who cited three profes-
sors as being particularly help-
ful. “Susan Bernofsky and Roger 
Sedarat have been really impor-
tant to me.” 

Posten’s translation is the 
first translation of a novel pub-
lished by Queens College, so it is 
a first not only for Posten but for 
the school as well. “I think its a 
wonderful thing the college is do-
ing,” she said.

Upon hearing that her trans-
lation of “Der Schöne Ort” was 
being published, Posten’s former 
professor, Thomas Wild, who hap-
pened to be a friend of the book’s 
author, Tankred Dorst, got Posten 
in touch with Dorst. Dorst ended 
up cutting a trip in Moscow short 
so that he could meet with Posten 
in Germany and the two discussed 
the short novel over coffee. 

“Der Schöne Ort” is a collec-
tion of several intersecting short 
stories with three main story 
lines. One of the stories involves 
a young girl who travels to Spain 
because she believes her father is 

the king of Spain, another young 
woman tries to escape her con-
trolling mother and an addled 
sculptor encounters ailments and 
many obstacles that hinder him 
from completing his sculpture, 
which everyone in his communi-
ty is convinced he won’t finish.

“It’s (the novel) about persis-
tence …. The characters encoun-
ter a lot of depressing situations, 

but ultimately it’s very hopeful,” 
said Posten.

Posten is currently working 
on another translation for a book 
by Swiss author Peter Weber and 
she looks forward to translating 
other works as well. “I find it re-
ally inspiring to be part of the 
translator community,” said Pos-
ten.

ANNE POSTEN

QC student introduces German novel to English readers

CONCERTS

Jammin’ the Realness — Spoken 
word and music show will cover 
everything, from the erotic to the 
political.
When: April 7, 7 pm
Where: Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 176-
03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 523-3312
Website: www.afrikapoetrytheatre.
com

Springtime Concert of Joy — 
Punch and cookies to be served.
When: April 14

Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 114-
04 14th Rd., College Point
Contact: 718-358-0067

Queens Symphony Orchestra 
Arts and Music Festival — This 
fi rst festival will partner with area 
museums, peforming arts centers, 
dance companies and others. The 
theme is 1001 Voices — Discover the 
Immigrant Experience in Queens.
When: April 14, 7 pm
Where: Jamaica Center for the Arts 
& Learning, 153rd St. and Jamaica 
Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 658-7400
Website: www.jcal.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
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ShenYun2012.com/NYC

REVIVING 
5,000 YEARS  
OF CIVILIZATION.

Presented by Shen Yun Promotions International

APRIL 18-22
DAVID H. KOCH  
THEATERLINCOLN CENTER

Presented by Shen Yun Promotions

LINCOLN CENTER
Hotline: 800-818-2393

COMING BACK 
IN APRIL

JANUARY SHOWS SOLD OUT

BY TATYANA SOUTHERLAND

Michelangelo Antonioni was 
renowned internationally for his 
work in cinema, but many of his 
films have never been distributed 
in the United States. 

The Museum of Moving Im-
age is showing never-before-seen 
documentaries made by Antonio-
ni early on in his career as part of 
a homage to the late filmmaker’s 
100th birthday. A series of events 
celebrating the Italian director 
and writer will begin at Queens 
College on Thursday, April 5, with 
a professorial symposium. Events 
will continue Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday at the museum.

The rare documentary 
screenings will be taking place 
from Saturday and Sunday at the 
museum. “These are films you 
can’t find on DVD anywhere, so 
it’s a great chance to see them,” 
said David Schwartz, chief cura-
tor at the Museum of Moving Im-
age in Astoria. “They’re really 
interesting and beautiful films.”

One of his more popular 

works, “Red Dessert” (Il deserto 
rosso), will be screened at the 
museum on April 6 at 7 p.m. “Red 
Dessert” was Antonioni’s first 
color film.

“Chung Kuo China,” pos-
sibly the most politically contro-
versial documentary made by the 
filmmaker, will be shown on both 
Saturday and Sunday at 5 p.m. 
The four-hour film documents 
the lives of Chinese workers and 
farmers in China’s cities and vil-
lages.

In 1972, Antonioni was in-
vited by the Chinese government 
to film the documentary, but the 
film ended up being labeled as an-
ti-Chinese and anti-Communist 
by the Chinese government and 
was banned by China for 32 years 
until the government finally un-
censored the documentary in 
2008. Although the film is readily 
available, it is still rarely seen. 

“Gente del Po” (People of the 
Po Valley), a look into the life of 
fishermen in Porto Tolle on the 
River Po, and “Seven Reeds, One 
Suit” (Sette canne, un vestito), 

which documents the Rayon and 
textile-making process in Italy 
during the height of the Italian 
fashion industry, are among the 
short films being shown as part 

of the documentary short series 
Saturday, April 7 at 2 p.m. and 
Sunday April 8 at 2 p.m.

Antonioni was highly re-
garded in the film industry for 

his unique perspective. “He real-
ly emphasized landscape through 
the physical world. Other film-
makers were very influenced by 
that,” said Schwartz. “He had 
a very modern sensibility.” His 
work was deeply rooted in post-
World War II neorealism, popu-
larized by Italian filmmakers 
from his time.

Antonioni put emphasis on 
the use of space and locations in 
his films.

The museum was able to get 
hold of the undistributed films 
through a partnership with Cine-
citta in Rome, the studio home 
of Italian cinema and the Italian 
Cultural Institute. Queens Col-
lege’s European Languages and 
Literature department and the 
college’s film studies program 
will be hosting “The Gaze Else-
where: A Michelangelo Antonioni 
Centenary,” a symposium on his 
works featuring a panel of profes-
sors from universities around the 
Northeast on Thursday, April 5, 
at 12:30 p.m.

Michelangelo Antonioni on the set of “La Notta” circa 1961. Documentaries fea-
tures and shorts will be screening at the Museum of the Moving Image on April 7 
and 8. Photo courtesy Museum of the Moving Image

Once-banned fi lm on Chinese exploitation showcased

Cozy Ambience... Family Friendly

VILLAGGIOVILLAGGIO
Authentic Italian Cuisine
...Where  you will always be treated like family!

VILLAGGIO 10% OFF
Your total check for 
lunch or dinner dine 
in or take out

VILLAGGIO
150 -07 14th Road, Whitestone, 

718.747.1111
www.villaggio-ristorante.com

Open 7 days:  Sun.-Thurs. 12 noon-10pm,
 Fri.  & Sat. 12 noon-11pm

Not to be combined with any other 
offer.  Coupon Expires 4/30/12

Catering Available For Your 
Next  Private Event or 
Special Event
- Our spacious dining area 
holds up to  65 guests.
_Our beautiful garden 
room holds up to 
35 guests.

WE ARE OPEN FOR 

EASTER SUNDAY 
MAKE YOUR 

RESERVATIONS TODAY
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In Laws from Tirana — 
Directed by Ioanna Katsarou. 
Wealthy couple of central 
Greece look to fi nd a good, 
wealthy husband for their 
daughter Liza, who is studying 
in London. When Liza brings 
her boyfriend Alfrent home to 
visit with his parents, a series 
of comical incidents begins to 
unfold as new surprises turn 
every corner.
When: Through May 6; Fridays 
and Saturdays, 8 pm; Sundays, 

4 pm
Where: Greek Cultural Center, 
26-80 30th St., Astoria
Contact: (718) 726-
7329; reservations@
greekculturalcenter.org
Website: greekculturalcenter.
org

Rapunzel in the Library — 
Contributors to “Rapunzel in 
the Library,” a site-specifi c 
installation at the Queens 
College Art Center, will let their 

hair down at a groundbreaking 
group show. Performance and 
reception.
When: April 4, 6 pm
Where: Queens College Arts 
Center, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Contact: 718-997-3770
Website: qc.cuny.edu/Art_
Library/artcenter.html

Drama Class — For ages 8-13. 
Recital in June. Pre-registration 
and payment required. 

p              By Bill Deasy

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

If stock market
experts were so
expert, they would
be buying stock,
not selling advice.

• • • N. Augustine

Across
 1. Eatery
 5. Alexander of DC
 9. Boxer’s brand

13. “One way to skin ___”
14. “Hawaii Five-O” name
15. Like a doornail?
16. Reward
19. Slippery fish
20. Ashes caches
21. UConn’s setting
22. “My friend” of 50’s TV
23. 30 Rock’s Baldwin
24. Dwindles
27. LA Lakers star Lamar
28. __ -mo replay
31. Discouraging
32. Birthday suit material?
33. Vodka brand
34. Labor unions, e.g.
37. Neil Young protest song
38. “Little piggies”
39. Make arrangements for
40. Literary monogram
41. “We have met the enemy
      and he ___!” (Pogo)

42. Stone of the cinema
43. “Immediately!” in the OR
44. Diluted
45. “As I was saying...”
48. 50-and-over grp.
49. Arc from Venus?
52. Kevin Pollak’s
     2000 movie

55. A Carnegie
56. Amherst coll.
57. Air Force One VIP
58. “That’s one small ___...”
59. Supper starter?
60. Lane lover?

Down
 1. Ann or May
 2. Farm measure
 3. Go bankrupt
 4. Catchall abbr.
 5. Flintstone’s co-creator
 6. Calendario units

  7. A hostel environment?
  8. Tries for a Hail Mary
  9. Committee type
10. Bad look
11. Tonight host, once
12. 9 to 5, maybe
14. Brown houses
17. ‘I found it!’
18. Apple part
22. “Give ___” (try)
23. Some tennis scores
24. Big brother?
25. Doldrums
26. Bald eagle nest
27. Depression migrants
28. Certain Winter Olympian
29. Gambling game
30. “Come on down!”
      announcer Johnny
32. Animal’s schnozz
33. Be stealthy
35. “Get that thing away
        from me!”
36. Horseshoe-like figure
41. “Was ___ hard on him?”
42. Feudal farmers

43. Drag
44. Belt site
45. Attaches
46. A way to drink whiskey
47. Bulldog’s school
48. “-__, poor Yorick...”
49. Bygone Italian money
50. An eclipse, to some
51. ___ in Show (2000)
53. Docs’ group
54. Hwy.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

By Bill Deasy
yTimesLedger Newspapers

Apr. 5-11, 2012

Marketplace Mania
 W

Across

          IT’S ALL ABOUT WINNING  !

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

718-352-9300
                         (Across from Stop & Shop)www.dimarias.com Check us out on Facebook

10% OFF
All Catering
Over $100

Can not be combined with any other Offers 

FREE
Glass of Wine with
any Dinner Entrée

(Dine In Only)

$2.00 OFF
Any Large Pie

(Pick-Up Only)

Can not be combined with any other Offers Can not be combined with any other Offers

EVERYDAY SPECIALS

PASTA NIGHT
Every Wednesday is 

pasta night at DiMaria’s!

That’s right.

All pastas 

marked as lunch specials 

are continued all the way 

through dinner
Valid for Dine-in only.

4pm-9:30pm

STUDENT SPECIAL
1 Slice & 

a Small Fountain Soda
only $2.00

DAILY LUNCH 
COMBO SPECIALS

Soup & Sandwich
only $8.95

Soup & Salad
only $5.95

Sandwich & Salad
only $8.95

Choice of Soup:
Minestrone, Lentil 
or Chicken Orzo

Choice of Sandwich:
Meatball Parm, Chicken Parm,

Turkey Avocado BLT, Grilled Chicken
w/ Lettuce & Tomato

Choice of Salad:
House or Caesar

Get a bottled water or a can of soda!
For $1.00 or more

Sorry no substitutions.

Spring Kitchen
47-16 Bell Blvd. Bayside

718-631-5475
Open 7 Days

No MSG / 100% Pure Vegetable Oil

 Qt. General Tao’s Chicken

$7.25 (Reg. $9.25)

Expires 4.18.12

FREE
Delivery 

with $8 
minimum 

order

(2) Egg Roll + Qt. Wonton Soup
+ Qt. Pork Fried Rice

+ Qt. Chicken with Broccoli

$17.95 (Reg. $21.45)

(6) Chicken Wings + (12) Szechuan Wonton
+ Qt. Egg Drop Soup + Qt. Hunan Beef

+ Qt. Vegetable Fried Rice

$24.95 (Reg. $29.55)
Expires 4.18.12PARTIES & 

CATERING
Place order 
by phone!
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CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana
CHICKEN

Marsala, Parmigiana
Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Eggplant Parmigiana

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

Beginners and intermediate two 
separate classes.
When: Saturdays, April 7 to 
Saturday, June 30, 10 am–11 am
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 
114-04 14th Rd., College Point
Contact: (718) 358-0067

For Rent — Written by Ozen 
Yula, directed by Handan 
Ozbilgin.
When: April 11–21, 7:30 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 30-20 Thomson 
Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5985
Website: www.
laguardiaperformingarts.org

Theater and Dance Children’s 
Workshop — Thalia Spanish 
Theatre is proud to announce 
its biligunal theatre movement 
and dance for children 
workshop taught by Yloy 
Ybarra, incorporating Flamenco 
and Mexican folkloric styles. It 
will accommodate both Spanish 
and English-speaking children. 
The age group is from 5-12 
years old.
When: Saturdays, April 14 to 
June 23, 10 am

Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Viver Brasil — This award-
winning dance company takes 
audiences on an inspiring 
cultural journey through Brazil, 
featuring a dazzling program 
of African Orixás (deities), 
samba celebrations, the 
Brazilian martial arts/dance 
form of Capoeira, and Carnaval. 
The performance showcases 
exhilarating Afro-Brazilian 
traditional and contemporary 
movement, stunning costumes, 
and pulsating, non-stop 
percussion and voice.
When: April 14, 2 pm and 8 pm; 
April 15, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce 718-760-
0064; Administration 718-760-
0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

100 YEARS OF BROADWAY — 

Neil Berg’s widely acclaimed 
100 Years of Broadway, a 
musical revue of Broadway’s 
most celebrated shows features 
a dazzling cast of fi ve Broadway 
stars accompanied by an all-
star New York band is coming 
to the Colden Auditorium at 
Queens College’s Kupferberg 
Center for the Arts.
When: April 14, 8 pm
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Robin Gorman 
Newman; robin@lovecoach.com 
(516) 732-0911

BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357 718-747-1414

THURSDAY
LADIES NIGHT LIVE DJ
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yearofturkey.
The partnership with 

the Flushing Town Hall al-
lows the Godwin-Ternbach 
to show off its extensive 
collection as it undergoes 
a renovation. The Queens 
College museum will re-
open in the fall.

“We are trying to part-
ner with more local art 
institutions and get more 
audiences involved,” said 
Winter. “It’s a wonderful 
venue and a way to reach 
out further to draw in more 
audiences to the benefit of 
both of us.”

includes a series of lectures 
and seminars by scholars, 
as well as exhibitions, art 
installations, and music 
and dance performances, 
offering a wide range of 
events and exhibits that 
touch on the nation’s his-
tory from antiquity to mod-
ern times. 

In October, Nobel 
Prize winning novelist Or-
ham Pamuk discussed his 
writing on life in Turkey 
as well as the challenges 

of translating from Turk-
ish to English. On April 
18, art historian Walter 
Denny will discuss the art 
of Ottoman Istanbul and 
“Creating a Brand in the 
Sixteenth Century.” In mid-
April, LaGuardia Perform-
ing Arts Center will pres-
ent playwright Ozen Yula’s 
“For Rent,” a play about 
the criminal underworld of 
modern-day Istanbul.

A full calendar of 
“Year of Turkey” events can 
be found at www.qc.cuny.
edu/academics/globaled/

Continued from Page 27

The Flushing Town Hall ex-
hibit, “Interwoven Worlds,” is 
part of Queens College’s year-
long project “Year of Turkey,” 
which has featured artwork, 
performance and design exhi-
bitions since September. 

Photo by Brita Helgesen

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining 
call: 

 www.timesledger.com

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

IF YOU GO
Interwoven Worlds: 

Exploring Domestic and 
Nomadic Life in Turkey
Through April 29
Flushing Town Hall
137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing



NE

33
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, A

PR. 5-11, 2012      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

Happy Hour
Tuesday–Friday

4:00pm–7:00pm

Wine Down
Wednesdays

1/2 Off any Bottle of Wine ($99 or less)

Dock & Dine & 
Water Taxi 

Available

La Parma
RESTAURANT

ITALIAN

415 Main St., Port Washington,

NY 11050 (516)439-4960
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH & DINNER
(Closed Monday)

Come Visit and Enjoy Family or Individual Italian Style Dining

 

Superb Spanish and
Continental Cuisine

220-33 Northern Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361
(3 blocks west of Cross Island Parkway)

Open For
Lunch and Dinner

All Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

FREE PARKING
For Reservations

Call (718) 423-0100
Fax (718) 423-0102

FOR RESERVATIONS

CATERING

   Entertainment by 
Harpist 

Victor Gonzalez

RESTAURANT

EASTER DAY

  -  $27.95
 -   $17.95

- $22.95
 -  $33.95

 -  $27.95
 -  $33.95

 -   $26.95

Easter Meal
Soups

 -      $7.00
 -           $7.00

 -  $18.95

 -   $29.95
 - $12.95

 -  $13.95

Pasta

Main Courses

Main courses served with baked potato & mixed vegetables

 -          $6.95
 -        $12.95

Salads

 -           $9.95
 -        $9.95
 -       $8.95

Appetizers

5

Main courses served withM
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DOUBLE PANE 
WINDOWS

$179
Fully Welded! Energy Effi cient!

*Up to a Giant 101 U.I.

Completely Installed!

516-564-4400
FREE
In Home

Estimates!

SHOWROOM
1096 Grand Ave.
South Hempstead

Just Off Exit 20 s On Southern State Pkwy
Suffolk Lic#49650-H Nassau Lic#H0811550000 NYC Lic#1419391

 Guaranteed Energy Savings...in Writing!
 Lifetime Glass Breakage Warranty
 Lifetime Parts & Labor Warranty

$500 OFF 
ROOFING

Min. 1500 sq. ft. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$2000 OFF 
VINYL SIDING

Min. 1500 sq. ft. Not to be combined with any other offer.

A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY R ATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic 
for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), 
and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance 
transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for 
all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of 
each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 
or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There 
is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign 
transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Federally isured by NCUA

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go to  

nymcu.org to apply today!

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Police confiscated a 
mini arsenal from two sus-
pected burglars who were 
thwarted in the backyards 
of Rosedale by the 105th 
Precinct’s February Cops 
of the Month.

Officers Lisa Walters 
and Michael Drescher were 
honored last week at the 
105th Precinct Community 
Council meeting, held for 
the first time at the pre-
cinct’s satellite station in 
Rosedale.

A homeowner called 
911 just after 1 a.m. in late 
February and said he be-
lieved two men with masks 
and firearms had fol-
lowed him home and were 
attempting to break in 
through his back door.

When officers Walters 
and Drescher arrived, they 
heard noises coming from 
the rear of the house and 

went back to investigate, 
Deputy Inspector Joseph 
Courtesis told a standing-
room-only crowd.

When the officers 
poked their heads around 
back, they frightened the 
two suspects. One hid in a 
bush, while the other made 
his way toward a fence.

“Officer Walters 

caught the man in the 
bushes by surprise and 
wrestled him to the ground 
and placed him in cuffs,” 
Courtesis said. “Officer 
Drescher pursued the oth-
er suspect over a fence into 
another yard. [He] was able 
to outrun the suspect and 
after an extensive struggle 
he was also placed under 
arrest.”

The commanding offi-
cer said police confiscated 
two firearms, one silencer, 
one stun gun, duct tape and 
a knife from the suspects.

“These guys meant 
business,” he said. “Thanks 
to these two officers, these 
guys are thinking about 
their actions in prison.”

Courtesis said bur-
glaries have been on the 
rise in the neighborhoods 
of Laurelton and Rosedale 
and pointed out that the 
105th leads the city in bur-
glary arrests.

Fully stocked robbers halted 
by 105th Precinct’s top cops 

Officers Michael Drescher 
and Lisa Walters, of the 105th 
Precinct, are honored as 
February Cops of the Month. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

OF DOUGLASTON

FREE 
X-RAYS & EXAM

CALL 718-631-3030
for an appointment

Douglaston Plaza - 242-02 61st Avenue
Above Macy’s - PLENTY OF FREE PARKING

FOR NEW PATIENTS ONLY

Call and make an appointment for family & friends.

FUN RAFFLE
Tuesday April 24th
9:00 AM to 8:00 PM

WWW.PREFERREDENTAL.COM
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Sons and Daughters of Italy in America

Order Sons of Italy in America 
Will be starting a new chapter in Fresh Meadows, 

at  Holy Family Church
“Reconnect with your Heritage”

We are a non-profit fraternal order of 
men and women working together to 
preserve our rich cultural heritage.

We  are striving to promote  a positive 
image of Italians  and Italian Ameri-
cans while supporting  various chari-
ties, providing scholarships and 
participating in community activities.

A great opportunity for all 
Italian-Americans to 

network and socialize.

Join now and see why you don’t 
have to miss the old Neighborhood.

An introductory meeting 
will be held on 

Wednesday, April 11, 2012
at 7:30pm

Msgr. Mahoney Hall

Located next to Holy Family Rectory
on 74th Avenue off Utopia Parkway

For more info or to RSVP 
call Stella Grillo  
347-204 8006

ATTENTION

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

The Calvary@Home Nurse. The same world-renowned 
compassion and care right in your very own home.

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org

Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most 
important decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a 
century, Calvary Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain 
management and emotional comfort to patients suffering from 
advanced cancer and other chronic and acute terminal illnesses. 
The same Calvary discipline of unique compassion and care is also 
provided by our home care and hospice teams right in your very 
own home or select nursing homes. It’s called Calvary@Home. 
Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home is considered one 
of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for your patient, 
but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s another reason 
why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life Continues. 
Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

BY REBECCA HENELY

In need of new spring 
clothing for her 20-month-
old twin daughters, Sun-
nyside resident Lipiara 
Begum bought them shirts 
March 23, saying “Daddy’s 
Little Sunshine.” For more 
than a month her husband 
had been held in an immi-
grant detention center and 
she wanted her girls to be 
with him again.

Later that day, she got 
her wish.

After weeks of letter 
writing and appeals  from 
family, civic leaders and 
elected officials, Bangla-
deshi national Mohammad 
Anwarul Islam was re-
leased and sent home. As he 
spoke about his experience, 
his twin daughters wear-
ing their new shirts and sit-
ting close by, tears came to 
his eyes.

“I can’t explain it, how 
much I am happy now,” he 

said.
Islam has lived in 

America since 1999. His 
wife is a permanent resi-
dent due to take her oath to 
become a citizen soon and 
they have three daughters: 
5-year-old Afnan and twins 
Farah and Zarah. He previ-
ously worked as a food run-
ner in a Manhattan restau-
rant for 16 years.

Since he had often 
worked to help others with 
immigration issues, he 
said he never expected to 

be threatened with deporta-
tion. He left his home coun-
try due to political reasons 
and applied for asylum in 
2010, but his appeal was re-
jected and not followed up 
properly. 

Islam said he had not 
had any warning, not even 
a letter, before U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement officers came 
to his apartment and took 
him away Feb. 10 on a final 
order of deportation. 

“I said, my lawyer 
don’t say nothing about 
this,” he said.

After being made to 
surrender his driver’s li-
cense and papers at the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services office Man-
hattan’s Federal Plaza , Is-
lam was taken to the Essex 
County Correctional Facili-
ty and then to Delaney Hall 
Detention Facility,  both in 
Newark. For days, he was 
unable to contact home.

Bangladeshi national released 
from detention and sent home

Mohammad Anwarul Islam kiss-
es his daughter Afrina Anwar 
Farah. Photo by Christina Santucci
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QUEENS LIBRARY Enrich Your Life®

presents

Participating Colleges, Universities  
and Trade Schools (partial list)

Adelphi University | The Art Institutes | Baruch 
College | Brooklyn College | Clark University | 
Columbia University | CUNY on Wheels |  Five 
Towns College | Hamilton College | Hampton 
University | Hofstra University | | Hunter College 
(CUNY) | John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
(CUNY) | Kingsborough Community College | La 
Guardia Community College (CUNY) | New York City 
College of Technology | Queens College (CUNY) 
|  Queensborough Community College | Seton Hall 
University | St. John’s University | State University 
of New York (SUNY) at Albany | SUNY Binghamton 
| SUNY Purchase | United States Naval Academy 
| University of Albany | University of Bridgeport | 
Vaughn College of Aeronautics and Technology | 

80
71

-2
/1

2

For the fifth year running, we will host colleges, universities 
and trade schools, featuring recruiters who are ready to 
answer all your questions. With one-on-one time with 
recruiters, a panel discussion, workshops, and even 
entertainment, we have what you need to succeed.  
We’ll see you there!

Saturday, April 14
10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
Time with Recruiters
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
Workshops
Queens Library  
at Langston Hughes
100-01 Northern Blvd. 
Corona, 718-651-1100
Train: 7 to 103rd St./Corona Plaza. Walk 5 blocks to Northern Blvd.
Bus: Q23, Q66, Q72

Library Hours
Mon. 10-8
Tues. 1-6

Wed./Fri. 10-6
Thur. 1-8

Sat. 10-5:30
Sun. closed

For more information, please call 718-990-0871.  Registration is not required. Admission is free. www.queenslibrary.org
Queens Library is grateful to American Eagle Outfitters Foundation for sponsoring the College Fair,  

and to contributors to the Queens Library Foundation.
Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system.

Get a head start on your education at Queens Library!

College Fair
5th 

ANNUAL
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Archers flock to Alley Pond
The Parks Department held an archery workshop at Alley Pond Park. (Clockwise from top l.) Jermain Sylva aims his bow; an arrow lies in the grass; Racquel Chariah (front) 
uses all of her strength; a participant puts on an archery glove; Allison Foley-Graham tests her aim; Sandeep Junnarkar gets some help from his daughters Krithi Ram-
Junnarkar (l.) and Sulekha Ram-Junnarkar in pulling out arrows that hit the target; Luke Chariah of Bellerose takes aim; Christian Chamberlain of College Point receives point-
ers from Ranger Marc Sanchez; and Stuart Chariah concentrates. Photos by Christina Santucci
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www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 
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JOE CROWLEY’S 50TH BIRTHDAY PARTY AT THE GRAND HYATT

DAN HALLORAN’S CANDIDACY ANNOUNCEMENT IN FLUSHING’S BOWNE PARK 

2

2

1

1

6

10

5

9

3

3

7

11

4

4

8

12

Peter Vallone Sr., Joe Crowley and Mario 
Cuomo

Frank Padavan and Dan Halloran

Bill Thompson, Mark Murray and Jessica 
Schoenholtz

Tom DiNapoli and Walter McCafferty

Cuomo, Tom DiNapoli and Vallone Sr.

Rick Lazio and Vito Palmieri

Costa Constantinides, Karen Koslowitz 
and Edward Horn

Moustafa El Sheik, guest and Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg

Leonard and Wendy D’Amico, Cuomo and 
Vallone Sr.

Halloran and Phil Ragusa

Peter Vallone Sr., Kathleen Rice and 
Perry Vallone

The Callahans: Elizabeth, Charles IV, 
Charles III and Charles II

Gary Ackerman and Mario Cuomo

Halloran and George Maragos

Gary Ackerman, Mario Cuomo adn 
Anthony Lemma

Protesters David Perkins and Ruth 
Santana outside the Hyatt

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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EARLY SIGNS OF CANCER
Cancer is a disease so complex that even the most 

veteran of cancer researchers cannot fully explain 
the disease. Progress toward the diagnosis and treat-
ment of cancer continues to be made, but there’s still 
no telling if an individual will or won’t get this poten-
tially deadly disease.

One of the many things the medical community 
can say with certainty regarding cancer is that treat-
ment is most effective when the cancer is found early. 
Melanoma skin cancer, for instance, can be easily 
removed if it’s detected early and has not grown into 
the skin. In fact, the fi ve-year survival rate, which in-
dicates the percentage of people who live at least fi ve 
years after diagnosis, for those whose melanoma skin 
cancer is detected early enough to remove the mela-
noma is nearly 100 percent. However, if that mela-
noma has already spread to other parts of the body 
by the time it’s detected, the fi ve-year survival rate is 
below 20 percent.

While the disparity between survival rates is not 
as severe for all cancers as it is for melanoma skin 
cancers, early detection is still imperative when it 
comes to beating cancer. Part of the reason cancer 
is not always detected early is that it doesn’t always 

make its presence felt until it has already reached an 
advanced stage. Pancreatic cancer, for instance, does 

not usually cause any noticeable symptoms in its 
early stages. Instead, the fi rst noticeable signs of 
pancreatic cancer can be back or belly pain. At this 
point, the cells in the pancreas have grown and be-

gun to press on nearby nerves and organs. At this 
time the cancer is typically at an advanced stage.

Still, knowing the signs and symptoms of cancer is 
a great way for people to catch the disease early, when 
it’s most treatable. Though the following signs and 

symptoms are not always indicative of cancer, their 
presence should be enough for adults to consult their 
physicians.

• Fatigue: Extreme tiredness that does not im-
prove even with ample rest could be a sign that cancer 
is growing. In certain cancers, including leukemia, 
this happens in the early stages. In addition, some 
colon or stomach cancers cause blood loss, which can 
result in fatigue.

• Pain: Early on, bone cancers or testicular cancer 
often manifest themselves through pain. Back pain 
can be a symptom of ovarian cancer or cancer of the 
colon or rectum. Unfortunately, when pain is a result 
of cancer, the cancer has already begun to metasta-
size.

• Unexplained weight loss: One of the fi rst signs 
of cancer might be the unexplained loss of 10 pounds 
or more. This is most common with cancers of the 
pancreas, stomach, esophagus, or lung.

• Skin changes: Cancers of the skin and other can-
cers can cause certain changes in the skin. Jaundice, 
when the skin and eyes turn a yellowish color, is one 
such change. The skin can also redden, itch or darken, 
a condition known as hyperpigmentation. Excessive 
hair growth on the skin is another skin change that 
might indicate the presence of cancer.

• Fever: A common side effect of cancer, fever most 
often happens after the cancer has metastasized. Can-
cers that effect the immune system often cause fever, 
as the body fi nds it more diffi cult to fi ght infection. 
In certain blood cancers, including leukemia or lym-
phoma, fever is an early sign of cancer.

Should any of the aforementioned signs or symp-
toms appear, you should consult their physicians im-
mediately. 

Millions of people have had 
their lives touched by cancer. 
Whether dealing with their own 
diagnosis or that of a loved one, 
people often wonder what, if any-
thing, they can do or could have 
done to prevent cancer from be-
coming a part of their lives.

While cancer risk depends on 
a host of factors, some of which 
are beyond an individual’s con-
trol, there are certain preventa-
tive measures people can take to 
reduce their risk of cancer.

• Stop smoking. In the United 
States, the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention notes that 
smoking causes 90 percent of lung 
cancer deaths in men and nearly 
80 percent in women. However, 
within 10 years of quitting, an 
ex-smoker’s risk of dying from 
lung cancer is cut in half, while 
the risk for other cancers, includ-
ing cancers of the mouth, throat, 
larynx, and cervix, decreases as 
well.

• Reduce alcohol consump-

tion. In a study examining the 
relationship between cancer and 
alcohol consumption, researchers 
working with the World Health 

Organization found that daily 
consumption of roughly less than 
two fl uid ounces of alcohol dou-
bles or triples the risk for mouth, 
voice box, and throat cancers 
compared with the risk in non-
drinkers. Additional studies have 
shown a link between alcohol con-
sumption and cancers of the liver 
and colon. What’s more, no fewer 
than 100 studies have found an in-
creased risk of breast cancer with 
increasing alcohol intake. Men 
and women should consult their 
physicians about what constitutes 
a healthy consumption of alcohol.

• Be safe in the sun. Though 
a deep tan might look good, indi-
viduals must emphasize protect-
ing their skin from the sun. Skin 
cancer is the most common form 
of cancer in the U.S., and expo-
sure to the sun’s ultraviolet rays 
plays a signifi cant role in the de-
velopment of skin cancer. When 
going out in the sun, apply sun-
screen with a minimum sun pro-
tection factor of 15; wear loose 
fi tting clothing and a protective 
hat, as many skin cancers happen 
on the face and neck; and always 
wear sunglasses, preferably those 

that provide UVA and UVB pro-
tection.

• Maintain a healthy weight.

Being overweight or obese brings 
forth a host of potentially deadly 
side effects, not the least of which 
is increasing a person’s risk for 
cancer. A report from the Na-
tional Institutes of Health that 
examined being overweight and 
obesity in men and women found 
that carrying excessive weight 
substantially increases an adult’s 
risk of getting breast, colorectal, 
endometrial (uterine), and pros-
tate cancers. 

Reduce cancer risk by living healthier, eating smarter
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The word “cancer” is used to 
refer to a group of more than 100 
diseases. Because of that, it can be 
hard to keep track of all the differ-
ent types of cancers, and some are 
inevitably bound to gain more at-
tention or headlines than others.

One type of cancer that does 
not garner many headlines is 
Wilms’ tumor, the most common 
form of kidney cancer in children. 
Roughly 500 new cases of Wilms’ 
tumor are diagnosed in the U.S. 
each year. It is extremely rare 
among adults.

Despite its status as the most 
common form of kidney cancer 
in children, Wilms’ tumor has no 
known cause. The Canadian Can-
cer Society notes that 90 percent 
of Wilms’ tumor cases develop 
sporadically and have no identifi -
able risk factors. While research-
ers have yet to link a specifi c 
cause to Wilms’ tumor, they have 

extensively studied 
the formation of the 
kidneys in a baby 
and feel that, when 
something goes 
wrong during that 
formation — includ-
ing cells not matur-
ing during kidney 
formation — Wilms’ 
tumor can result. 
These cells instead 
stay like fetal cells, 
which can cluster 
and still be there after the baby 
is born. While these fetal cells 
often mature by the time a child 
becomes a toddler, sometimes 
they never mature and begin to 
grow out of control, resulting in a 
Wilms’ tumor.

The symptoms of Wilms’ tu-
mor can mimic other conditions, 
meaning the presence of any of 
the following symptoms does not 

necessarily mean 
a child has kidney 
cancer. Instead, 
should any of these 
symptoms appear, 
parents should take 
their child to a phy-
sician immediately.

• Painless lump 
in the abdomen

• Fever
• Blood in the 

urine
• Diarrhea

• Swelling of the abdomen
• Pain in the abdomen
• High blood pressure
• Changes to digestion, includ-

ing loss of appetite, upset stom-
ach, nausea, and vomiting

• The appearance of large or 
distended veins across the abdo-
men

Because the cause of Wilms’ 
tumor remains a mystery, the risk 

factors are diffi cult to pinpoint. 
But many of the known risk fac-
tors are hereditary. A child may 
inherit an abnormal gene from a 
parent, increasing the child’s risk 
of Wilms’ tumor, but not necessar-
ily guaranteeing the tumor will 
develop. In fact, the American 
Cancer Society notes that only a 
small number of children with 
Wilms’ tumor have a relative with 
the same cancer. The American 
Cancer Society also notes that 
Wilms’ tumor is slightly more 
common among girls and African 
Americans, though the reasons 
for that are unknown.

Wilms’ tumor has also been 
linked to children with certain 
birth defects. Roughly 10 percent 
of children with Wilms’ tumor 
have a birth defect, most of which 
occur in syndromes, or groups 
of symptoms or problems that 
are commonly linked to certain 

changes in genes. In certain syn-
dromes, part or even all of a gene 
might be missing, and these miss-
ing or abnormal genes can cause 
Wilms’ tumor. Among the birth 
defects linked to Wilms’ tumor 
are:

• Aniridia: This is a rare con-
dition in which the iris of the eye, 
which gives the eye its color and 
controls the amount of light en-
tering the eye, does not form com-
pletely.

• Hemihypertrophy: An over-
growth syndrome, hemihypertro-
phy occurs when one side of the 
body grows larger than the other.

• Hypospadias: This occurs in 
males when the urinary opening 
is not at the tip of the penis but on 
the underside instead.

• Undescended testicles: A 
condition that occurs when one or 
both testicles do not descend into 
the scrotum.

4

Wilms’ tumor of the kidney a danger to kids

Neck Pain
Sciatica
Low Back Pain
Arm/Wrist/Hand 
Pain
Headaches
Hip/Leg Pain
Herniated Discs

Scoliosis
Shoulder Pain
Irritability
Stress Reduction
TMJ
Sports Injuries
Running & 
Exercise Injuries

Work-Related Injuries & Car Accidents

We treat...Chiropractic

Physiotherapy

Rehabilitation

Natural Medicine

Lymph Therapy
Most Insurance Plans Accepted. Medicare

Best Management with Natural Holistic Power

    Natural Holistic Power

  Manhattan
Tel: 212-736-1234
12 W. 32nd St. 2Fl.
New York, NY 10001

 Woodside 
65-48 Woodside Ave.
Woodside, NY 11377

Coming Soon   

Little Neck
Tel: 718-279-1234

FREE 
Consultation
with this ad. 

Call for an 
Appointment.
Offer expires 

in 30 days.

Visit us online: 
www.anmcn.org

Or email us: 
chirolymph@gmail.com
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BY PHIL CORSO

They’ve become 
known to their clients as 
“the Bayside company,” and 
at the beginning of their 
20th year, nursing agency 
Specialty Professional Ser-
vices founder Marianne 
Hedberg Allyn said they’re 
still kicking.

One step into the 
group’s office, at 218-14 
Northern Blvd., is enough 
to understand how engag-
ing  Specialty is, both in 
and out of the office. Em-
ployees work in an open 
room instead of being sepa-
rated from each other by of-
fices or cubicles. The setup 
makes room for the family-
like atmosphere that Hed-
berg Allyn said made their 
services unique.

“It’s very mom-and-
pop-like,” Hedberg Allyn 
said. “The culture is very 
good here, and it isn’t a cor-

porate environment.”
Specialty Professional 

Services is a Bayside-based 
nursing agency that works 
to staff hospitals in the 
metropolitan area with 
high-quality nurses. They 
recruit nurses through 
advertising and network-
ing and provide them with 
work throughout the five 
boroughs and parts of Con-
necticut and New Jersey.

When hospitals in the 
area, particularly Queens, 
need nurses, Hedberg Allyn 
said she is the one they call. 
And her experience in the 
field means she can speak 
in a language that her cli-
ents understand, Hedberg 
Allyn said.

Before starting Spe-
cialty Professional Servic-
es, Hedberg Allyn worked 
as a staff nurse at Columbia 
Presbyterian and Bellevue 
hospitals in Manhattan 
and also worked for a cur-

rent competitor in staffing.
“I still try to fight for 

the nurse,” Hedberg Allyn 
said. “I’ve seen the bad side 
of this business and I want-
ed to do it better.”

Hedberg Allyn said 
that aside from being a lo-
cally based group, her com-
pany’s higher standards 

that set it apart from com-
petitors, most of which op-
erated out of Manhattan.

Vasken Aznavorian, 
director of business de-
velopment, said Specialty 
provided local nurses with 
opportunities they would 
not get at other nursing 
agencies.

“They work with us 
because we offer them flex-
ibility,” Aznavorian said.

Nurses looking for 
work apply to Specialty and 
are subject to a screening 
process that the  company 
cites as evidence of its high-
er-standard approach.

Over time, Hedberg Al-
lyn said Specialty’s identity 
has grown into a Bayside-
driven staffing agency. She 
said hospitals would often 
refer to them as “the Bay-
side company” while doing 
business with them.

“The Bayside identity 
had a life of its own,” Hed-
berg Allyn said. “We’re 
like a Queens employer and 
give local nurses more op-
tions when they’re looking 
for work.”

Aznavorian said the 
company’s longtime staff-
ers spoke of the friendly  at-
mosphere that keeps nurses 
coming back.

Senior Staffing Coordi-
nator Peggy Iacovone lives 
in Bayside Hills and start-
ed with Specialty about 15 
years ago. She said it is a 
job she has enjoyed waking 
up for each morning.

“They’ve always been 
flexible,” Iacovone said. 
“It’s a casual environment 
that helps us find the best 
quality nurses for hospitals 
throughout the city.”

Hedberg Allyn said her 
staff worked as one family 
unit and fostered lengthy 
tenures with the company.

“I’m blessed to have 
people with tremendous 
longevity here,” Hedberg 
Allyn said. “We have staff-
ers with 15-plus years 
here.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISERS

Specialty Professional Services Founder Marianne Hedberg Allyn 
(c.) leads the Bayside nursing agency into its 20th year with much 
of the same longtime staffers she grew the company with. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Bayside nursing agency keeps city healthy
Specialty Professional Services helps recruit staff for hospitals throughout metropolitan area

Youth Tech Initiative Program — 
Increase your employability. Free 
advanced training in Microsoft Word 
for anyone ages 16-24. Participants 
will have the opportunity to take 
the Microsoft Offi ce Specialist exam 
at the end of training to become 
Microsoft Certifi ed.
When: Tuesdays, April 3 to Tuesday, 
May 22, 6 pm–8 pm
Where: The Daughters of Isis 
Foundation Offi ce, 148-14 Liberty 
Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (917) 292-5176; loliver24@
verizon.net
Website: luecorp.tripod.com

IMTI Open House — Learn about 
evening training certifi cation 
classes in electrical technician, HVAC 
technician, plumbing technician 
and electronics systems technician 
careers, including solar. School 
tours, fi nancial aid information will 
be available.

When: April 10, 7 pm; April 17, 7 pm 
and April 24, 7 pm
Where: Con Edison Learning Center, 
43-82 Vernon Blvd., Long Island City

New Order of the Sons of Italy 
Chapter — Opportunity for business 
people to network.
When: April 11, 7:30 pm
Where: Msgr. Mahoney Hall, 74th 
Avenue and Utopia Parkway, Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: (347) 204-8006

Powerful You! Women’s Network 
—  A new Queens chapter of the 
national organization that empowers 
and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual 
lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch

Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 
Bell Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 
Titans) Weekly Meeting —  BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 

Contact chapter president Martin 
Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 
202-12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-
8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union 
Tnpk., Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 
276-8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.com

Queens County Conservative Party 
Annual Spring Cocktail Party — This 
year’s keynote speaker will be Wendy Long, 
Conservative Party candidate and leading 
Republican Party nominee for U.S. Senate. 
Our honoree will be Congressman Bob 
Turner in recognition of his service.
When: April 12, 7:30 pm
Where: Roma View, 160-05 Crossbay Blvd., 
Howard Beach
Contact: (718) 474-3826

Annual Spring Brunch — SAGE honors 
John Nagel, its director.
When: April 15, 1 pm
Where: El Coyote Restaurant, 80-18 
Northern Blvd., Jackson Heights

Follow us on Twitter:

twitter.com/timesledger
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 2, 4 and 8 WEEK OPTIONS 
SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE BASED ON NEED 
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that the same group that 
badly miscounted the num-
bers in the first place can’t 
find their way to correcting 
the numbers once it’s point-
ed out to them,” he said.

The legislators said 
now that the challenge has 

been rejected, the priority 
is on the federal representa-
tives to bring more money 
back to the city to make up 
for the federal aid the state 
will lose.

“We need to provide 
services for more people 
with less money,” Simotas 
said.

Looking forward to 
2020, the legislators said 
the Census Bureau should 

do more outreach, working 
with neighborhood leaders 
and raising awareness in 
immigrant communities 
of the importance of being 
counted in the census.

“The only thing we can 
hope for now is hope that 
the process 10 years from 
now is not so badly mis-
handled as this one was,” 
Gianaris said.

Liu said. “The water rates 
are not only being used to 
support the water’s infra-
structure. They’re going 
into the city’s coffers.”

Although Strickland 

said the DEP still needed to 
raise rates to cover expens-
es, particularly debt servic-
es, steps were being taken 
to curb the rising costs.

“In the past year, the 
DEP has successfully con-
vinced our regulators to 
defer or eliminate more 
than $5 billion in unfunded 

mandates,” Strickland said. 
“We will continue to advo-
cate aggressively to further 
remove costly burdens that 
put enormous pressure on 
our 836,000 customers, spe-
cifically when such man-
dates do not achieve signifi-
cant health benefits for the 
public.”

organization promoting 
women’s issues, and from 
the Italian American Politi-
cal Action Committee.

“Grace Meng is not 
just a strong candidate, 
she’s exactly the kind of 
fierce advocate for women 
and families that we need 
in Washington right now,” 
Stephanie Schriock, presi-
dent of Emily’s List, said in 
a statement.

In Whitestone Monday, 
Meng thanked the Italian 
American PAC, comparing 
the struggle of Asian immi-
grants in Queens to that of 
Italian immigrants genera-
tions before.

Meng and Crowley 
have often mentioned wom-
en’s rights in their public 
appearances, referring 
specifically to a discussion 
about a portion of President 
Barack Obama’s Affordable 
Health Care Act that would 
require employers to pro-
vide contraception cover-

age. Meng had raised about 
$300,000 as of Tuesday af-
ternoon, according to her 
campaign.

Israel has also come up 
several times, with Lanc-
man holding several press 
conferences specifically on 
issues affecting children 
born to American parents 
in Jerusalem.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

we said to the people of New 
York state that we were go-
ing to bring competence, in-
tegrity and fiscal discipline 
back to Albany and make 
government perform,” Cuo-
mo said in a statement.

The budget will also 
help fund Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
capital improvements in 
the city, which includes the 
East Side Access project.

East Side Access en-
tails a tunnel running 
from the Sunnyside Yards 
in Sunnyside to Grand 

Central Terminal, which 
will serve as the terminus 
for some Long Island Rail 
Road trains, giving passen-
gers access to the network 
of subways stemming from 
that station. Currently, all 
LIRR trains run into Penn 
Station.

Borough lawmak-
ers also applauded funds 
allocated for the Elderly 
Pharmaceutical Insurance 
Coverage program, which 
subsidizes medication for 
Queens senior citizens.

“The budget provides 
$30.6 million to support the 
restoration of co-payment 
assistance that was elimi-
nated on Jan. 1, 2012,” said 
Assemblyman Edward 

Braunstein (D-Bayside). 
“This allows EPIC enroll-
ees to pay no more than $20 
as a co-pay when filling a 
prescription.”

Queens residents of 
any age will also save mon-
ey after the budget elimi-
nated the sales tax for any 
clothing purchases under 
$110.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said the bud-
get process was largely 
smooth, but he would have 
also liked to see money al-
located from the DREAM 
Act and to investigate the 
effects hydrofracking could 
have upstate.

Boulevard.  On their way to 
the park, parents and chil-
dren alike wore hoodies as 
Martin did the day he was 
killed.

Protesters chanted 
Martin’s name as well as 
“no justice, no peace” and 
“an injury to one is an in-
jury to all ” as residents 
cheered from windows and 
storefronts.

Zimmerman, a 28-year-
old neighborhood watch-
man, shot the 17-year-old 
Martin, who was wearing 
a hoodie and carrying a 
packet of Skittles.

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
said the shooter should not 
have taken the law into his 

own hands.
“What happened to 

Trayvon was that he was 
assaulted by someone that 
claimed to be an authority 
and was using a cloak of 
authority to murder some-
one,” said Comrie. “We are 
here today because we want 
to make sure that we do ev-
erything we can to honor 
our young people, inform 
them and protect them.”

The March for Justice, 
organized by the Commis-
sion on Social Justice and 
Human Concerns, an Af-
rican-American Christian 
organization, drew citizens 
from across the borough 
who vented their frustra-
tion with the way in which 
the Martin case has been 
handled by Florida authori-
ties.

Arlene Phipps, of Far 
Rockaway, said she would 

not know what she would 
do if she lost her only son, 
Yaseen Madyun, to a vio-
lent act. 

“I don’t know how I 
would handle that,” she 
said. “It was a senseless 
murder and nothing has 
been done about it. I believe 
in my heart that everyone 
out here today is tired and 
afraid — this is our chance 
to come together and show 
as a people that we want 
this to stop.”

Her son said that 
young people also need to 
take some responsibility by 
coming together and show-
ing society that they should 
not be feared.

“This has to stop. We 
can’t keep living like this,” 
Madyun said. “If you want 
to make a change, you 
have to first start in your 
heart.”

world.”
In addition to the 

Flushing center, the other 
Innovative spot in Queens 
is SNAP of Eastern Queens, 
at 80-45 Winchester Blvd. in 
Bellerose.

As part of the initia-
tive, Selfhelp will be open 
alternate Sundays, imple-
ment a program for manag-
ing arthritis, offer wellness 
coaching and have vegetar-
ian meals available in the 
kitchen for the Hindu popu-
lation.

It is also boosting its 
technological capability 
not only in health manage-
ment, but in programs and 
social activities that visi-
tors to the center can use 
out of their own homes 

through Skype, a program 
that allows people to ob-
serve and communicate 
through live feeds over the 
Internet.

Stuart Kaplan, chief 
executive officer of Self-
help Community Services, 
said this technology will al-
low seniors to take classes 
without coming to the cen-
ter.

“We know that old 
adage that you can learn 
something new every day,” 
he said. “Well, these seniors 
are doing it.”

The Bellerose center’s 
new features include veg-
etarian meals, programs 
designed for the South 
Asian population, a guest 
chef program, a coffee club 
and more mental health 
and cognitive wellness pro-
grams.

Bloomberg said the 
city needs to keep pace with 

the evolving needs of the 
senior population, which 
now stands at 1.4 million 
in the city and is expected 
to increase by 46 percent 
throughout the next 25 
years.

“As I become older I get 
more interested in senior 
programs,” the 70-year-old 
mayor said.

City Department for 
the Aging Commissioner 
Lillian Barrios-Paoli said 
she was grateful for the 
new initiative.

“If you allow the cen-
ters to be more creative and 
you give them a little more 
funding, the sky is the lim-
it,” she said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.
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WORLD OF CYAN
The Unisphere in Flushing Meadows Corona Park is illuminated with blue light Monday evening 
to raise awareness about autism as part of the Illuminate the Unisphere for Autism Awareness 
Project. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Sports

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

The PSAL all-stars 
defeated their CHSAA 
counterparts — well, some 
of them — and a few other 
PSAL stars in the first Bat-
tle 4 the City.

The showcase, billed 
by event creator Rickey 
Rivers as the PSAL against 
the CHSAA, didn’t quite 
come to fruition as Catholic 
league officials discour-
aged their players from 
competing, but the PSAL’s 
best made the most out of it, 
cruising to a 110-91 victory 
at Baruch College in Man-
hattan.

Pathways standout Jor-
dan Washington took home 
MVP honors after scoring 
22 points and throwing 
down several impressive 
dunks, rivals-turned-team-
mates Thaddeus Hall of 
Thomas Jefferson and Le-
roy “Truck” Fludd of Boys 
& Girls combined for 34 
points — 18 from Hall and 
Isaiah Whitehead chipped 
in 13.

“We would’ve liked to 

play them at full strength,” 
Whitehead said. “Now they 
can say we didn’t really 
beat them.”

The CHSAA did have 
five representatives in the 
game: Kerwin Okoro, Dan-
iel Dingle and Myron Hick-
man from St. Raymond; 
Brian Bernardi of Xaveri-
an; and Malik Gill of Mount 
St. Michael. South Shore’s 
Wayne Martin and Boys & 
Girls’ Rashad Andrews and 
Joel Angus also played for 
the CHSAA team.

Whitehead said it 
wouldn’t have mattered 
who showed up.

“We still would’ve 
won,” he said. “We know 
each other well, you can see 
it from the game — we have 
chemistry.”

For Fludd and Hall, 
the showcase was their 
second time in as many 
days playing together. They 
teamed up in the Mayor’s 
Cup Friday night, though 
on Saturday they were vic-
torious. The two spent a lot 
of the season going head to 

Calhouns meet the mayor
Christ the King power siblings sit courtside with hizzoner

Catholics skip game 
versus Public teams

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Omar Calhoun lives 
for the big games. In his 
Christ the King career, Cal-
houn has won two CHSAA 
Class AA intersectional 
titles and a New York State 
Federation Class AA cham-
pionship. Last weekend, he 
was in New Orleans for the 
All-American Champion-
ship Game. And next year, 
the 6-foot-4 guard will take 
his game to UConn, which 
won the national title last 
year.

Yet last week, Cal-
houn had butterflies in his 
stomach inside a basketball 
arena — and he wasn’t even 
playing.

“I was definitely ner-
vous,” the Royals star said. 
“I didn’t know what to ex-
pect.”

Calhoun and his sister 
Sierra, Christ the King’s 
girls’ basketball star, had 
front row seats for the 
Knicks game at Madison 
Square Garden against the 
Milwaukee Bucks. Their 
companion? Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg.

“He’s cool,” Calhoun 
said. “He’s really down to 
earth. He’s a great guy to be 
around.”

Two weeks ago, CK 
Coach and athletic direc-
tor Joe Arbitello got a call 
from the mayor’s office. 
Bloomberg had seen a re-
cent magazine article writ-
ten about the Calhouns and 
was intrigued — not just by 
their basketball prowess, 
but their upbringing by 
parents Omar Sr. and Sa-
mara, who were basketball 
stars themselves.

Bloomberg invited the 
superstar siblings to the 

Garden to get to know them 
better. Calhoun called it a 
huge honor, overwhelmed 
that the mayor knew who 
he was and wanted to meet 
him.

“He just talked to me 
about basketball, what I 
wanted to study in college 
— just basic conversation,” 
Calhoun said. “We talked 
about basketball and life in 
general.”

Calhoun said he’s a 
fan of Amar’e Stoudemire 
and Carmelo Anthony and 

couldn’t believe the level of 
service those who sit in the 
front row receive. He was 
somewhat disappointed 
he didn’t get to meet Spike 
Lee, who wasn’t at the 
game. Bloomberg, Calhoun 
said, also had some inspira-
tional words.

“Basically he was say-
ing that I should always 
know what I want to do in 
life, always try to pursue 
my dream,” Calhoun said.

There has been an in-
credible level of success in 

Calhoun’s high school ca-
reer, this season’s quarter-
final exit notwithstanding. 
He’s ranked nationally by 
scouting services and will 
compete in an All-Ameri-
can game this weekend.

So where does his 
meeting with Bloomberg 
rank among the multitude 
of accomplishments?

“That’s definitely high 
up,” Calhoun said. “That 
the mayor wants to go to a 
game with me, I didn’t ex-
pect it at all.”

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (l.) talks with Christ the King basketball star Omar Calhoun before the 
start of an NBA basketball game between the New York Knicks and the Milwaukee Bucks. 

AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Continued on Page 49

Team PSAL’s Terrence Samuel drives past Brian Bernardi of the 
CHSAA. Photo by Denis Gostev
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48 Hun School’s Jackie Mullen chooses Arcadia
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

There was an immediate 
comfort level for Hun School bas-
ketball point guard Jackie Mullen 
on the Arcadia campus.

“It reminded me of Hun,” she 
said. “There were not too many 
people. There was a small class 
size. It wouldn’t be that hard ad-
justing.”

The Ozone Park native ver-
bally committed to the Division 
III, Glenside, Pa., school in late 
March, choosing it over NYIT, 
Moravian and Juniata. Mullen 
first saw the school in December 
and went for an overnight visit 
over spring break. She was im-
mediately impressed with the 
school’s smaller size and its close-
ness to home — just two hours.

“I liked the coach,” Mullen 
said. “She was a really cool per-
son [along with] a couple of the 
girls on the team that I met and 

the style of play that Arcadia has 
is going to be a good fit for me.”

Arcadia just hired former 
Centenary College Coach Lorie 
Khalil, who has a history of build-
ing programs, to turn around its 
team. The Knights went 3-21 and 
didn’t win a Middle Atlantic Con-
ference game. Mullen feels she 
can excel in Khalil’s up-tempo 
approach and believes she can vie 
for a starting job.

“This coach is rebuilding 
the program from scratch,” said 
Mullen, who wants to study busi-
ness management. “She is trying 
to get players who are going to be 
able to fit into her system.”

She was a member of Christ 
the King’s 2010 state Federation 
Class AA title team, transferred 
to The Hun School as a junior 
and did a post-grad year at the 
Princeton, N.J., institution. She 
transformed her game there from 
just a pure shooter into a com-

plete point guard with the ability 
to run a team under Coach Bill 
Holup. She helped lead Hun to 
a semifinal berth in the MAPL 
tournament and lost in the state 
Prep A final. Both defeats were to 
Blair Academy.

“It’s basically like stepping 
into a college,” Mullen said of her 
time at Hun. “Academically I am 
more prepared than I was and 
athletically I got the extra year.”

Mullen has worked with 
famed basketball trainer Jerry 
Powell and speed and condition-
ing coach Britton Kelley twice 
a week. The 3-mile runs in most 
workouts have improved her 
overall conditioning and the 
quickness of her step.

She feels he is prepared to 
take her first step onto a college 
campus and contribute.

“[With] the group of people 
that were there,” Mullen said, “I 
felt more at home.”

BY CHRISTOPHER BARCA

Archbishop Molloy did 
not look like the defending 
CHSAA state champion 
when it was upset by Font-
bonne last week. Returning 
to softball championship 
form was the goal coming 
into last Thursday’s con-
test against Mary Louis, 
and that’s exactly what the 
Stanners did.

“We were really 
psyched to come out and 
play today and we’ve been 
working really hard to get 
back to where we were last 
season,” Molloy star short-
stop Maria Palmeri said. 
“It seems like we’re back 
and we are going to try 
our hardest to repeat — it’s 
what we want, after all.”

Molloy took its first 
step toward a second 
straight championship by 
dismantling Mary Louis 
10-0 in five innings via the 
run rule, at Cunningham 
Park in Fresh Meadows. 
Palmeri led the hot-hitting 
Stanners with three runs 
batted in on three hits, fall-
ing a home run shy of the 
cycle, while Victoria Gold-

bach excelled on the mound, 
striking out seven and only 
surrendering three hits 
over five innings.

“I just really wanted to 
win today after losing the 
other day,” Goldbach said. 
“I think we really got into 
a groove all around and it 
was contagious.”

“Tori was really good 
today, she was on her 
game,” Palmeri added. “I 
think we can expect games 
like this from her a lot go-
ing forward.”

Goldbach dominated 
the Mary Louis lineup from 
top to bottom right from the 
first pitch. She didn’t allow 
a base runner through the 
first three innings and 
only allowed two runners 
to reach second base the 
entire game. Using an ef-
fective mix of her fast ball 
and change-up, she had 
Mary Louis off balance all 
afternoon, something Mol-
loy Coach Maureen Rosen-
baum was elated to see.

“She came out really 
confident and strong, she 
used all of her pitches very 
well, too,” Rosenbaum said. 
“It was a good challenge 

for her, and going forward 
I would like to see double-
digit strikeout games from 
her.”

By the end of the fourth 
inning, the Molloy offense 
had already wrapped up its 
first win of the season, as it 
plated seven runs, bringing 
up 11 hitters to the plate in 
total. Three walks issued 
by Mary Louis pitcher 
Nicole Hubert loaded the 
bases for leadoff hitter The-
resa Conway, who smashed 
a single that got by right 
fielder Gabby Malave, lead-
ing to three runners cross-
ing the plate.

A Palmeri RBI triple 
followed by a run-scoring 
sacrifice fly from Taylor 
Moss and an RBI double 
from Fallon McCarthy put 
the game well out of reach 
and showed that the sur-
prising loss to Fontbonne 
was an aberration instead 
of a trend.

“We got everything 
together today, offensively 
and defensively,” Rosen-
baum said. “Winning big 
like this will hopefully 
get us in motion and gives 
us confidence moving for-

ward.”
Mary Louis, on the 

other hand, has suffered 
two tough losses to begin its 
season, with the first being 
a 4-2 loss to St. Francis Prep 
in nine innings March 27. 
Despite the less-than-ideal 
start to the 2012 campaign, 
Coach Ginny Peiser isn’t 
worried going forward.

“Goldbach kept us off 
balance all day, and it’s an-
other tough loss mentally, 
but I definitely think we 
can bounce back,” she said. 
“We’re stuck in neutral 
right now, but we always be-
lieve we can end up on top 
at the end of the season.”

Meanwhile, Molloy is 
looking to put its season 
into fifth gear, and Gold-
bach is hoping that the 
dominant victory is just 
the first of many.

“It’s better to lose in 
March than in May, so 
hopefully we got our tough 
loss out of the way early al-
ready,” she said. “If every-
one does their job like they 
did today, I think we can 
repeat.”

Hun point guard Jackie Mullen will play at Arcadia University next season. 
Photo courtesy The Hun School

Molloy dethroned by Fontbonne in shocking defeat

Archbishop Molloy’s Victoria Goldbach tossed a three-hitter 
against Mary Louis. Photo by Denis Gostev
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49Colleges still sweet on Lewis 
following post-season benching

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Isaiah Lewis’ bench-
ing hasn’t scared off college 
coaches.

The talented junior 
basketball guard said he 
has heard from several 
schools since Christ the 
King’s season ended pre-
maturely with him on the 
bench in the CHSAA Class 
AA intersectional quarter-
finals, and he cut his list 
down to five Monday. Lewis 
lists Georgia Tech, Louis-
ville, Kansas, Memphis and 
Florida State, he said.

The 6-foot-3 junior 
won’t set up visits until 
sometime in June or July, 
he said, and will “most like-
ly” be playing AAU again 

with Albany City Rocks, he 
said.

Lewis was benched for 
the city playoffs by Christ 

the King Coach Joe Arbi-
tello for what he termed “a 
coach’s decision” that had 
nothing to do with grades. 
Lewis accepted the bench-
ing well, saying it was a 
“valuable lesson.” At the 
time, Lewis said it had to 
do with him getting “over-
emotional” on the floor and 
not playing as a point guard 
should.

As for college, Lewis 
was close to picking a 
school back in late Decem-
ber, but opted to open up his 
recruiting and wait.

“I don’t want to rush 
into a bad situation,” he said 
then. “I’m going to take my 
time with it. If I’m commit-
ted to a school, I want to be 
committed to that school.”

BY MARC RAIMONDI

The little-team-that-
could storyline is over.

Academy of American 
Studies might be a tiny 
school, but it has grown 
into a boys’ volleyball pow-
erhouse after a trip to the 
PSAL championship match 
and has some of the best 
players in the city, many of 
whom competed on the club 
level in the offseason.

“We know we’re good,” 
Coach Josh Yang said. “We 
have to grasp that hunger 
again. I think they feel like 
they’re gonna go back to 
it. Last year we rode the 
underdog story and we re-
ally were. But now we have, 
like, superstars on the 
team. I don’t want that to go 
to their head either.”

As good of a season as 
the Eagles had in 2011, they 
fell short of their goal: the 
program’s first city title. 
Yang has hammered that 
point home early and hopes 
it’s getting through to his 
players.

“As good as last year 
was, it could be better,” the 
coach said. “I hope they 
don’t get complacent. I don’t 
want it to be a what-could-

have-been season. All the 
skills are there.”

Indeed, Academy of 
American Studies is argu-
ably the favorite to win it 
all this year. The Eagles 
return the most dynamic 
outside hitter in New York 
City, junior Michal Kasza, 
and 6-foot-6 junior Conrad 
Zajkowski will move into 
the middle this year from 
the right side.

The talent doesn’t end 
there, either. Kasza’s soph-
omore brother Piotr is the 
team’s second-year start-
ing setter and has gained 
polish. Ricky Myint was 
an all-city caliber libero 
last year, but has moved 
over — for the time being 
— to the other outside hit-
ter spot. Yang said he could 
return to libero if he isn’t 
completely pleased with the 
team’s defense.

All four of those play-
ers competed over the win-
ter with the new AllStarr 
boys club team. None of 
them, though, have the ex-
perience of being a leader. 
That was the job of graduat-
ed senior Nino Hot in 2011. 
Michal Kasza and Myint 
are quiet by nature.

“We had so much to 

prove last year,” Yang said. 
“Nino was such a good lead-
er. This year we’re search-
ing for leadership and just 
little things at the begin-
ning of the season. Every 
year is a new year. We have 
to go through the begin-
ning. Last year was special 
for us just because of the 
team camaraderie.”

Academy of American 
Studies will also be looking 
to junior Denis Begzic to 
take over the opposite role. 
As good as the Eagles were 
last year, and have a chance 
to be this season, Myint is 
still the only regular senior 
on the roster.

The future is bright at 
the small Long Island City 
school, but Yang is only 
worried about the present. 
Because of the size of Acad-
emy of American Studies 
and the team’s new high 
profile, his players, he said, 
have taken on celebrity per-
sonas among classmates. 
He doesn’t want that to af-
fect the goal: a city title.

“It’s at a different lev-
el,” Yang said. “I think they 
kind of understand that. I 
hope they understand how 
good they are and not take 
it for granted.”

Volleyball program big 
at small Astoria school

Academy of American Studies Coach Josh Yang is hoping last year’s high-profile season doesn’t get 
to his players’ heads. Photo by Denis Gostev

Christ the King’s Isaiah 
Lewis has narrowed his col-
lege list down to Georgia 
Tech, Louisville, Kansas, 
Memphis and Florida State. 

Photo by Denis Gostev

head — Boys High and Jef-
ferson met four times, in-
cluding the PSAL Class AA 
finals — and talking trash 
through the media to one 
another.

“We laughed with 
each other about it,” Hall 
said. “We did it to promote 
the games. He’s fun to play 
with. All you have to do is 
lob the ball up and he’ll go 
and get it.”

Fludd wins dunk 

contest, Okoro 3-point 

shootout: Fludd’s one-
handed dunk over a rack 
of balls won him the slam 

dunk contest over South 
Shore’s Shamiek Sheppard 
and Wayne Martin and 
Stanley Cespedes of Satel-
lite Academy.

Kerwin Okoro won 
the 3-point shootout with a 
score of 10, besting Bernar-
di, Boys High’s Courtney 
Solomon and Thomas Jef-
ferson’s Jaquan “Son Son” 
Lynch.

Boys High’s Killings 

stars in underclassmen 

game: Boys & Girls fresh-
man Jamie Killings put 
up game-highs of 30 points 
and 10 rebounds to lead 
the blue team to an 82-58 
win in the underclassmen 

game. Lincoln’s Kwame 
Morton led the white team 
with 16 points and Thomas 
Jefferson’s Patrick “Stink” 
Brown had 14.

Along with fellow tal-
ented freshman Marvin 
Prochet, Killings spent 
most of his freshmen year 
on the bench watching his 
older teammates win a pro-
gram-record third straight 
city title and first New York 
State Federation Class AA 
crown.

“We got a chance to 
practice and play with the 
varsity, so we know what 
to do next year,” he said. “It 
helped get me stronger and 
learn how to play on the 
varsity level.”

Continued from Page 47

Catholics

Bayside Bulldogs open baseball season strong
The Bayside Bulldogs 

13U team started their 
season Sunday in convinc-
ing fashion with a double-
header sweep of the Long 
Island Rebels in National 
Junior Baseball League 
play.

Rocco Odell and 
Nick Watts led the way 
with three hits and three 
RBIs each on the day 
while Christian Cardenas 

reached base six times.
Jonathon Lowe was 

the winning pitcher in 
Game 1, allowing one un-
earned run in the 6-3 vic-
tory. 

In Game 2, Chris 
Athens captured the win 
throwing five innings of 
shutout ball followed by 
strong relief efforts by 
both Vincent Montalbano 
and John Yianalis.

In their second year 
of existence, the Bulldogs, 
coached by John Smith 
and John Zucchi, look to 
follow their inaugural sea-
son championship in the 
Long Island Baseball As-
sociation with similar re-
sults in NJBL, solidifying 
their place as one of the 
city’s elite travel baseball 
organizations.
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SPORTS

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

6 3 1 . 6 5 6 . 2 1 1 0             3 0 5  N .  S e r v i c e  R o a d   D i x  H i l l s ,  N e w  Y o r k  1 1 7 4 6         w w w . f t c . e d u

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
•  J O U R N A L I S M  •  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T S

www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Summer Classes & Workshops for High School Students  July 2 - August 10

Summer Programs for Graduate Students  July 2 - August 10

Summer College Programs   May 21 - July 20

Open House - Saturday, April 14 at 1 pm
•  L e a r n  a b o u t  o u r  D e g r e e  &  I n t e r n s h i p  P r o g r a m s  

•  M e e t  w i t h  A d m i s s i o n s  &  F i n a n c i a l  A i d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

•  P r e s e n t a t i o n s  &  D e m o n s t r a t i o n s  i n  o u r  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S t u d i o s

•  S c h o l a r s h i p s  A v a i l a b l e   

Five Towns College
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