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Welcome to Queens Weekly, 

the New York Post’s new section 
that keeps you up to date on ev-
erything of interest in the city’s 
most diverse borough.

It’s packed with news from 
across the borough that will keep 
you informed, entertained and in-
the-know on all breaking develop-
ments that affect your daily life.

Queens Weekly will feature 
news that spans the borough — 
from business to development, 
traffic to parking, education, 
transportation, parks, recreation, 
law enforcement and more.

It covers the community 
boards and the schools and takes 
you inside Borough Hall and 
the courts. Every page will be 
packed with stories and photos 
to keep you current on all that’s 
happening where you live, work 
and play. If you want to go behind 
the scenes as the issues that af-
fect you take shape, then Queens 
Weekly is for you.

It even contains a local clas-
sified ad section. You won’t want 
to miss a single issue of this infor-
mative new section.

And it’s yours every week in-
side the Sunday New York Post.

Introducing 
the Post’s new 

Queens Weekly

College Pt. developer’s hotel raided
BY JOE ANUTA

Civic leaders are watching 
a proposed spa for College Point 
after a notorious hot sheets motel 
in Kew Gardens Hills owned by 
the developer was shut down last 
week in relation to prostitution 
charges. 

The Queens district attorney 
announced last Thursday that 
two alleged flop houses were pad-
locked and five motel employees 
were arrested following a police 
raid. One of the hotels caught in 
the sting was the Kew Motor Inn, 
which belongs to Kwang Nam 
Park.

Park also owns a property 
in College Point that he has been 
trying to turn into a spa with the 
endorsement of state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside).

“Obviously, this concerns me 
greatly,” Avella said. “My support 
for the spa was on the condition 
that everything is done legally. If 
it is proved that this individual is 
connected to what goes on at the 
hotel, that raises serious ques-
tions.”

Avella specifically noted 

Prostitution, drug abuse found on Kew Gardens Hills property: Queens DA Brown

Diana Sardina kisses her son, Andrew, who was diagnosed with autism four years ago. Now his parents are trying to 
figure out where he will attend kindergarten. See story on Page 9. Photo by Christina Santucci

Hundreds march for TrayvonCensus keeps undercount 
in Astoria, Jackson Hts. BY STEVE MOSCO

 
A community 

marched through a soggy 
chill in southeast Queens 
calling for justice in the 
Trayvon Martin case Sat-
urday.

Protesters numbered 
in the hundreds as elected 
officials and furious resi-

dents stood in solidarity 
with the black Florida teen 
who was killed by a man 
claiming self-defense.

The man, George 
Zimmerman, has not been 
charged.

“It’s painful to see 
every attempt being made 
to deny justice,” said City 
Councilman James Sand-

ers Jr. (D-Laurelton). “You 
see this case and it seems 
that there are two systems 
of justice and that can’t be. 
If there is going to be one 
America, there has to be 
one system of justice. And 
that system has to be fair 
to everyone.”

Sanders was one of 

BY REBECCA HENELY

Despite the hopes of Queens and Brooklyn, the U.S. 
Census Bureau rejected a request from Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg to modify the 2010 census counts for the city 
to reflect the undercounted population.

“It is very upsetting,” said state Assemblywoman 

Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 18 Continued on Page 18

Southest Queens rallied for Trayvon 
Martin, the teen killed in Florida. 

Photo by Steve Mosco
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City clears 32 trees for new Police Academy
BY JOE ANUTA

 
Residents were horri-

fied after the city cut down 
32 trees along a College 
Point street last week as 
part of the work on the new 
police academy.

The street trees stood 
in sidewalk beds along 28th 
Avenue between College 
Point Boulevard and Ulmer 
Street, on the north border 
of the College Point Police 
Academy development, a 
$1 billion facility currently 
under construction.

Doris Scheer, a 50-year 
resident of the neighbor-
hood, happened to drive 
by last Thursday and saw 
crews hired by the NYPD 
dismembering the trees be-
fore leaving a row of stumps 
in their wake.

“I came onto 28th Av-
enue, and there was a pile 
of limbs,” she said. “They 
were young trees. They 
were in bloom.”

The city Parks Depart-
ment said some of the trees 
were unhealthy and needed 
to be cut down, although 
the agency could not be 
more specific as to the na-
ture of the illness and how 
it was caused. Others were 
being removed specifically 
to make way for the devel-
opment, but the NYPD will 
replace all the greenery 
with new saplings in the fu-
ture, Parks said.

In total, the NYPD 
plans to fell 82 trees in the 
process of constructing the 
new 3-million-square-foot 
training facility, according 
to Parks, which signs off 
on tree removals but was 
not involved in planning 
the trimming nor hiring 
contractors to do the dirty 
work.

In this case, the NYPD 
hired an arborist who in-
spected each of the trees 
before they were lopped off 
at the base. To comply with 

city laws, another arborist 
from Parks also signed off 
on the removals.

All of the trees were 
between 3- and 6-inch diam-
eters, and the NYPD will 
replace the loss of foliage 

with 132 new trees, accord-
ing to Parks.

But Scheer, who also 
is a member of the College 
Point Civic Association, 
wanted to know why the 
NYPD had to kill the trees 

instead of just digging them 
up and planting them else-
where, a question to which 
Parks did not respond by 
press time.

“If they were in the 
way, why weren’t they dug 

up?” she said. “That is the 
thing that bothered me. 
You could see all the little 
stumps.”

Wooden scaffolding 
designed to offer support 
for pliant trunks still stood 
around the stumps last 
Thursday.

The College Point 
pruning came days before 
several cherry blossom 
trees behind Queens Bor-
ough Hall were cut down 
to make way for a develop-
ment project, according 
to Geoffrey Croft of Man-
hattan-based organization 
NYC Park Advocates. In 
that case of arborcide, the 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall also said some of 
the trees were diseased, ac-
cording to Croft

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

A stump is surrounded by patches of grass. Photo by Christina Santucci

Workers ask Sutphin Blvd. car wash to clean up its act

John Zhune leads a chant during the rally. Photo by Nykeema Williams

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Advocates for work-

ers’ rights said they have 
some dirt on a Jamaica car 
wash and that management 
should come clean.

Community activists 
gathered last week outside 
the Sutphin Car Wash, at 
97-31 Sutphin Blvd., where 
they said operator Fer-
nando Magalhaes has been 
retaliating against workers 
who have been fighting for 
fair pay and safer working 
conditions.

Hillary Klein, a lead 
organizer with the advo-
cacy group Make the Road 
New York, said there are 
about 17 employees at the 
car wash who are taken 
advantage of because they 
are not fully aware of their 
rights.

“In general, they’re un-
documented, marginalized 
and easily manipulated 
when they try to stand up 

for their rights,” she said.
Neither the car wash’s 

owner nor the manager was 
available for comment.

The employees all 
make about $5.50 an hour 
with the expectation that 
tips will bring that number 
up to the state’s minimum 
wage, $7.25 an hour, said 
Klein. Management is sup-
posed to cover the differ-
ence, but refuses to do so, 
she added.

Klein also said the em-
ployees work with harsh 
chemicals and have been 
denied requests for protec-
tive gear.

Before the day’s pro-
test, which included sign-
carrying and drum-bang-
ing activists, Klein invited 
Magalhaes to accept a list 
of demands the advocates 
planned to deliver, but he 
declined to show, according 
to Klein.

Wash New York, an 
umbrella organization 

composed of Make the Road 
New York, New York Com-
munities for Change and 
the Retail, Wholesale and 
Department Store Union, 
said Magalhaes, along with 
owner John Lage, has re-
cently been subpoenaed by 

state Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman on charges 
of violating employees’ 
rights. The attorney gener-
al’s office said it could not 
comment on any potential 
ongoing matter. 

City Councilman 

James Sanders (D-Lau-
relton), chairman of the 
Council Civil Service & La-
bor Committee, joined the 
protest and characterized 
management as profiteers 
making big bucks off the 
backs of their employees.

“We don’t want a dirty 
conscience just to get a 
clean car,” he said. “It 
seems to me the wealthi-
est people with the largest 
waist lines are always tell-
ing the rest of us to tighten 
our belts.”

Watching the protest 
from the side, employee 
Tiago Azevedo disagreed 
with the criticisms.

“They’re a bunch of 
lies,” said Azevedo, who 
has worked at the car wash 
for about four months.

He said the owner is an 
“excellent man” who pays 
the minimum wage plus 
overtime.

Speaking through an 
interpreter, employee Da-

vid de la Cruz Perez said he 
hurt his hand on the job six 
months ago and was offered 
no financial assistance.

Sanders joined the 
Rev. Darrell Da Costa, of 
St. Paul the Apostle Church 
in Corona, in recognizing a 
moral obligation to care for 
the most vulnerable in the 
community.

“My Bible tells me I’ll 
be judged by how I treat 
the least among us, not the 
greatest, not the wealthiest, 
not the 1 percent,” he said.

Sanders then led pro-
testers inside the car wash, 
where he delivered a list of 
grievances to Azevedo, who 
accepted them and then 
asked the group to leave.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.
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DOUBLE PANE 
WINDOWS

$179
Fully Welded! Energy Effi cient!

*Up to a Giant 101 U.I.

Completely Installed!

516-564-4400
FREE
In Home

Estimates!

SHOWROOM
1096 Grand Ave.
South Hempstead

Just Off Exit 20 s On Southern State Pkwy
Suffolk Lic#49650-H Nassau Lic#H0811550000 NYC Lic#1419391

 Guaranteed Energy Savings...in Writing!
 Lifetime Glass Breakage Warranty
 Lifetime Parts & Labor Warranty

$500 OFF 
ROOFING

Min. 1500 sq. ft. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$2000 OFF 
VINYL SIDING

Min. 1500 sq. ft. Not to be combined with any other offer.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

City Council to grill 
food carts in Queens

Food carts setting up shop throughout Bayside have City 
Councilman Mark Weprin considering new regulations. 

Photo by Phil Corso

BY PHIL CORSO

City Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gar-
dens) has zoned in on what 
he called a recent phenom-
enon, urging the Council’s 
Consumer Affairs Commit-
tee to see what’s cooking 
on the streets of eastern 
Queens.

The appearance of food 
carts along Bell Boulevard, 
Hillside and Springfield 
avenues as well as Union 
Turnpike has left Weprin 
asking the city to investi-
gate and potentially regu-
late concerns, including 
health and safety issues, 
unfair competition and un-
sightliness.

The councilman said 
the city would hold hear-
ings later this spring to 
discuss these issues with 
local vendors and the com-
munity  to resolve how to 
regulate food vendors.

“There are a lot of 
questions out there,” We-
prin said. “We should have 
a hearing because these 
things have become much 
more prevalent.”

The plan to bring the 
discussion into the Coun-
cil was surprising news to 
John Amanatidis, whose 
mobile grilled food cart has 
resided near the intersec-
tion of Northern and Bell 
boulevards for close to 15 
years, the vendor said.

“We’re not bothering 
anyone,” Amanatidis said. 
“We’re finished by 7 p.m., 
well before dinner, so we 
don’t interfere.”

A major concern in the 
debate, Weprin said, sur-
rounded the topic of unfair 
competition posed by ven-
dors parking their carts 
in new spots. Weprin said 
local merchants have ex-
pressed concern that these 
mobile food units have left 
them at a disadvantage.

But according to Sean 
Basinski, a spokesman for 
the Urban Justice Center’s 
Street Vendor Project, the 
accusation is not grounded 

in any facts or evidence.
Basinski said there 

was plenty of research to 
show that food vendors ac-
tually helped local brick-
and-mortars.

“It’s perhaps an un-
derstandable concern, but 
a naive impression which 
simply is not born out by the 
research,” Basinski said. 
“Whoever is complaining 
is simply wrong.”

According to a report 
provided by the Street Ven-
dor Project, goods sold on 
the sidewalk were typically 
different from the higher-
end items sold in stores, 
complementing the array 
of products. The report 
pointed to a “synergistic 
relationship” between the 
vendors and their local 
counterparts, adding that 
street vendors can draw 
the foot traffic necessary to 
boost sales in surrounding 
shops.

Possible solutions, We-
prin said, included limit-
ing where vendors can do 
business or imposing reg-
ulations on how far away 
from other food stores they 
might operate.

“There are places 
where they serve a great 
purpose, Weprin said. 
“There are school cam-
puses and parts of the city 
where people live and die 
with those food carts. But 

parking in front of a store 
with the same product 
could be unfair.”

A worker who only 
wished to be identified as 
John mans the halal food 
cart near the intersection 
of Northern and Bell bou-
levards and said he went 
where the business was.

“If people come here, 
then I’m here. I can go any-
where by law,” he said. “I’m 
legal. What I’m doing is le-
gal. Business is business. 
Welcome to America.”

Other concerns that 
Weprin said residents have 
brought to the councilman’s 
attention are the issues of 
unhealthy conditions and 
unsightliness, affecting the 
image of Bayside’s commu-
nity and quality of life.

It is something Basin-
ski said might stem from 
an inherent fear of vendors. 
He said all food vendors 
were subject to inspection 
by the city Health Depart-
ment and were no different 
than local shops in judging 
cleanliness on a case-by-
case basis.

“I don’t think it holds 
water to say on a general-
ized basis that residents 
are concerned about health 
issues,” Basinski said. “To 
have these concerns in a 
vacuum sounds like simple 
anti-vendor warfare.”
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          “ The Ultimate Experience For Asian, Seafood & Sushi”

 
Spacious Private Parking All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LUNCH  11 AM - 3:30 PM 
   (SUN: 12 NOON - 3:30 PM)

MON - FRI:     $17.95
SAT & SUN:   $19.95
HOLIDAYS:    $19.95

 5 PM - 10:30 PM

MON - THUR:  $28.95
FRI - SUN:      $30.95
HOLIDAYS:    $30.95

$3 OFF
PER PERSON 

FOR LUNCH OR DINNER 
(MON.–SUN.)

Up to 20 people. Excluding Holidays.
One Coupon per party. Cannot be 

combined. Offer expires 5/15/12

POST-HB

$3 OFF
PER PERSON 

FOR LUNCH OR DINNER 
(MON.–SUN.)

Up to 20 people. Excluding Holidays.
One Coupon per party. Cannot be 

combined. Offer expires 5/15/12

POST-HB

*SPECIAL PRICES FOR CHILDREN

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The city seems to be 

preparing its youth for 
a sequel to “The Hunger 
Games.”

Archery is on the rise 
as the popular movie fea-
turing a bow and arrow-tot-
ing heroine is igniting an 
interest in the sport among 
fans young and old.

And as a way to nur-
ture that interest, the city 
Parks Department invited 
area children to take aim at 
a new hobby. 

Families and children 
8 and older were welcomed 
to participate in an archery 
program at the Alley Park 
Adventure Course Sunday. 
Parks views archery as a 
great way to improve focus 
and develop patience, as a 
rushed shot almost never 
hits its mark.

Trained Rangers 
demonstrated the safe and 
proper way to draw a bow 
and shoot an arrow and 
provided tips to the young 
Katniss Evergreens in the 
crowd on how to hit the tar-
get — or at least get as close 
as possible.

Sanchez demonstrated 
the different grips, the cor-
rect stance, how to load 
the bow and subsequently 
fire an arrow. When he at-
tempted a first-hand dem-
onstration, Sanchez missed 
the target, to the delight of 
the children in attendance.

His second shot, 
though, was true and 
nailed the target almost 
dead-center.

“It takes time and pa-
tience to fire an arrow,” 
said Sanchez. “If you think 
before you shoot, hopefully 
your arrow will land some-

where near the target.”
Parks is not the only 

city department extolling 
the virtues of archery. The 
city Department of Educa-
tion green-lighted a pro-
gram to allow students to 
learn archery in an attempt 

to spread Olympic-style ar-
chery in public schools, ac-
cording to Easton Develop-
ment Sports Foundation. 

The DOE is partnering 
with the California-based  
sporting foundation, which 
will offer the program and 

equipment for free to any 
city school that wants to 
participate. The foundation 
is offering two programs, 
one which provides equip-
ment and training and an-
other that provides grants 
for schools that already 
have a certified archery in-
structor.

Caren Sawyer, execu-
tive director of Easton, said 
archery is a great sport to 
include in a school’s cur-
riculum because it acts as 
a learning mechanism that 
kids can apply to other as-
pects of life.

“Archery helps kids fo-
cus, concentrate and learn 
how to follow directions,” 
she said. “It also gives kids 
a good sense of achieve-
ment, as they tend to see 
marked improvements over 
time.”

Sawyer said the biggest 

issue is finding places for 
kids to shoot since archery 
ranges are not as prevalent 
as basketball courts. She 
is hoping the popularity of 
“Hunger Games” carries 
enough momentum to ex-
pand the sport into schools 
across the country.

“Since that movie 
came out, we’ve had many 
more hits to our website 
and it has really gotten 
people in the industry talk-
ing,” she said. “It’s a really 
exciting time.”

Schools interested in 
learning more should con-
tact Easton at its California 
headquarters at 818-782-
7625.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Brian Hsu of Flushing watches as his son Tony, 8, aims a bow and ar-
row during the event at Alley Pond Park. Photo by Christina Santucci

City kids shoot arrows in new sport craze
Families gather at Alley Park archery program to learn ins and outs and bows and arrows
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30 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS!

Westchester Square Pawnbrokers & Jewelers Ltd.
2712 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461

(Across from Wendy’s)

(718) 892-1954
White Plains Rd Pawnbrokers LLC

3201-E White Plains Road, Bronx, NY 10467
(3 Doors off Burke Ave.)

(718) 325-CASH (2274)

Castle Hill Pawnbrokers LLC
1219 A Castle Hill Ave Bronx NY 10462

(Across form Firehouse)

(718) 829-CASH (2274)

D.C.A. # 1385421 D.C.A. # 1385678

D.C.A. # 1291900 D.C.A. # 1348803

D.C.A. # 1308376 D.C.A. # 1348821

Quick Cash of Dyckman
113 Dyckman Street, New York, NY 10040

Quick Cash of Staten Island
160 Broad Street, Staten Island, NY

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Knickerbocker
412 Knickerbocker Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11237

(Next to rainbow Shop)

(347) 442-5626
D.C.A. # 1400174 D.C.A. # 1400175

Quick Cash of Graham
125 Graham Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11206

(Between Boerum & Johnson Street)

(718) 302-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1411365 D.C.A. # 1411368

Quick Cash of Utica Avenue
407 Utica Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11213

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Freeport L.L.C.
52 South Main Street . Freeport NY 11520

 (Near Sunrise Highway )

    (516) 868 -CASH (2274)

 Quick Cash of Baldwin
    1619 Grand Ave . Baldwin NY 11510

(516) 867-CASH (2274)

Quick Cash of Brentwood
245 2nd Avenue, Unit 16, Brentwood, NY 11717

COMING SOON
Quick Cash of Seldon

1206 Middle Country Road, Seldon, NY 11784
COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Ridgewood II
60-13 Myrtle Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385

(Across from Key Food)

(347) 799-1655
D.C.A. # 1390400 D.C.A. # 1390397

Roosevelt Pawnbrokers LLC
80-02 Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson Heights, NY 11372

(Entrance on 82nd Street)

(718) 803-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1291902 D.C.A. # 1348839

Ridgewood I Pawn LLC
54-23A Myrtle Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385

(Across from McDonald’s)

(718) 497-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1291892 D.C.A. # 1348852

Triborough Bridge Pawn LLC
29-22A Hoyt Avenue South, Astoria, NY 11102

(Next to Dunkin Donuts)

(718) 204-CASH (2274)
D.C.A. # 1302927 D.C.A. # 1348843

Quick Cash of Northern Blvd.
100-08 Northern Blvd., Corona, NY 11368

(718) 424-CASH (2274)

Quick Cash of Laurelton
217-06 Merrick Blvd., Laurelton, NY 11422

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of White Plain LLC
70 E. Post Road, White Plains, NY 10601

(Near White Plains Hospital)

(914) 437-8118
Licensed by the City of New Rochelle

Quick Cash of New Rochelle
199 North Avenue, New Rochell, NY 10801

(On Main Street & North Avenue)

(914) 738_LOAN (5626)
Licensed by the City of New Rochelle

Quick Cash of Port Chester LLC
109 Westchester Avenue, Post Chester, NY 10573

(Near Metro North Station)

(855) 393-CASH (2274)

Quick Cash of Ossining
Ossing, NY

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Peekskill
Peekskill, NY

COMING SOON

Quick Cash of Newburgh
600 Broadway, Newburgh, NY 12550
(One Block from Newburgh Nissan Used Cars)

(845) 569-CASH (2274)
Licensed by the City of Newburgh

Quick Cash of Middletown LLC
125 Dolson Avenue, Middletown, NY 10940

(In Shoprite Shopping Center)

(845) 343-LOAN (5626)
Licensed by the City of Middletown

Quick Cash of Wappingers Falls LLC
1708 Route 9 North, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

(Next to Lumber Liquidators)

(845) 297-CASH (2274)
Licensed by the Village of Wappingers Falls

Quick Cash of Kingston LLC
549 Albany Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401

(One Block from McDonald’s)

(845) 338-9100
Licensed by the City of Kingston

Too Busy? Go Online & Pawn!
quickcashpawnusa.com

Customers Beware of Unlicensed Pawnbrokers
All Locations Are Licensed and Insured by Lloyds Of London
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Liu tells Bayside media has misquoted him

City Comptroller John Liu (r.) visits Community Board 11 Chairman 
Jerry Iannece (l.) and board members in Bayside to check in and 
talk about finances. Photo by Phil Corso

BY PHIL CORSO

A guest appearance by 
City Comptroller John Liu 
and a community powwow 
in support of Bayside’s Bea-
con program led the discus-
sions at Monday night’s 
Community Board 11 meet-
ing.

The former Flushing 
councilman fielded ques-
tions from a packed room of 
community members and 
concentrated mostly on sav-
ing the city money and his 
efforts to mediate Bayside’s 
overcrowded schools.

“My office is consis-
tently focused on doing 
what I was elected to do,” 
Liu said. “We’ve focused on 
the need to reduce the num-
ber of consultants on the 
city’s payroll.”

With an eye toward 
saving money, Liu reported 
a total of $660 million saved 
for taxpayers through his 
office’s efforts to take ad-
vantage of historically low 
interest rates and refinanc-

ing the city’s debt.
In a Q&A session, Liu 

was asked if he planned on 
running for re-election as 
comptroller if he decided 
not to run for mayor.

“I have not made clear 
exactly what I’ll do in next 
year’s election,” Liu said.

Alluding to media cov-
erage of the recent arrest 
of his campaign’s finance 
manager on charges of 
fraud, Liu told the meeting 
not to believe everything 
they read.

He added that nega-
tive press he has received 
relied greatly on unnamed 
sources and should not be 
trusted.

“The quotes attributed 
to me [in city newspapers] 
are completely fabricated,” 
he said.

Disapproval over the 
potential elimination of 
the after-school Beacon 
program operated by Little 
Neck’s Samuel Field Y, at 
MS 158 was evident from 
the petition signing at the 

front entrance of the school, 
at 46-35 Oceania St., all the 
way to the meeting’s con-
clusion more than an hour 
later.

Four of the eight public 
speakers used their time to 
show their support for the 
Bayside Beacon program, 
which could be one of seven 
citywide programs to close 
this summer.

Community activist 
Mandingo Tshaka said 
he was appalled to hear 
about the program’s re-
moval from the city budget 
to satisfy Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s $2.1 million in 
proposed reductions.

“This program needs 
to be here,” Tshaka said.

Similar messages were 
delivered by several other 

public speakers, including 
Kim D’Angelo, MS 158’s 
Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion president.

“No one using this pro-
gram can afford alternative 
child care,” D’Angelo said. 
“It’s an investment in our 
children and our families.”

D’Angelo said there 
would be a rally outside MS 
158 April 24 at 6 p.m. to pro-
test the cuts.

In response, CB 11 
voted unanimously to pass 
a resolution in full support 
of the Beacon program, 
noting that it added to the 
performance of Bayside’s 
schools and was an integral 
part of the community.

“This community 
board knows the value of 
the Beacon program and 
we’re here to support you,” 
CB 11 Chairman Jerry Ian-
nece said.

Iannece also an-
nounced there would be 
a new overlook built near 
Old Oak Pond in Douglas-
ton to honor the late Joe 

Hellmann, who died at the 
age of 70 in 2010 and was an 
active member of the com-
munity. Iannece said it was 
a compromise, adding the 
board originally intended 
on naming the park after 
the former board member 
but received resistance 
from the city.

The new overlook will 
include benches and a his-
toric sign to be installed in 
the next few months, honor-
ing Hellmann’s legacy, Ian-
nece said.

The CB 11 meeting also 
included visits from state 
Assemblymen Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows), 
amid his run for Congress, 
and Edward Braunstein 
(D-Bayside), who updated 
residents on his latest ac-
complishments in restor-
ing senior services to the 
2013 budget.

Both assemblymen 
also voiced support for 
maintaining the Bayside 
Beacon program.

Flushing unnerved by report tofu caused botulism

Unpackaged tofu sold out of containers full of room-temperature water may be the culprit in two re-
cent cases of botulism in the borough. Photo courtesy city DOH

BY JOE ANUTA

Officials said tofu sold 
at an unidentified Flush-
ing store is the likely cul-
prit for at least one case of 
botulism, but a restaura-
teur said the news has not 
caused diners to turn up 
their noses at the soy-based 
product.

The city Department 
of Health said Queens was 
home to both one confirmed 
and one suspected case of 
botulism, a rare food-borne 
illness that is potentially 
fatal.

In both cases, the 
Queens residents consumed 
blocks of tofu purchased 
from a container filled with 
room-temperature water, a 
typical sight in neighbor-
hood grocery stores.

But Jessica Lu, who 
runs a Taiwanese restau-
rant on the corner of 39th 
Avenue and Prince Street 
that serves up a special 

type of the food, said the 
scare has not turned cus-
tomers off.

“It’s not a problem 
with tofu,” she said. “It’s a 
refrigeration problem.”

Lu keeps her tofu in 
the fridge, but said some 
markets in Flushing do 
not pay enough attention 
to keeping the product cool 
and preventing bacteria 
buildup.

And she has reason to 
be careful.

Her restaurant, 66 Lu’s 
Seafood, has been slinging 
a pungent dish called stinky 
tofu for decades without in-
cident. Stinky tofu consists 
of fermented cubes of the 
soy product that are deep-
fried and served with pick-
led cabbage.

“It’s a Taiwanese food. 
The people love it,” Lu said, 
although the malodorous 
snack draws mixed reac-
tions even from island resi-
dents. “Everyone has been 

eating [stinky tofu] for 20 
years and nothing has hap-
pened.”

Health officials are 
currently working to trace 
the source of the illness, 

and would not release the 
name of the store where the 
allegedly tainted tofu came 
from.

The department issued 
an edict to avoid tofu sold in 

bulk and to throw away any 
already purchased. This 
stems from the disease’s re-
silience.

Cooking any infected 
food items will not neces-

sarily kill the bacteria, 
which can impair the ner-
vous systems in humans 
when ingested and could 
eventually lead to death.

Flushing residents 
took heed and were avoid-
ing tofu sold in the water-
filled containers, accord-
ing to Peter Tu, head of the 
Flushing Chinese Business 
Association. The issue 
was a shock due to tofu’s 
prominence in the diets 
of Asian countries and its 
prominence as a salubrious 
snack.

“Tofu is a very popular 
food,” Tu said. “It is usually 
a healthy food for the Asian 
people. They would never 
think that it could hurt 
them.”

But days after the de-
partment’s warning, float-
ing blocks of tofu could be 
found in grocery stores 
throughout the neighbor-
hood.
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OPEN HOUSE 
DATES

Sat., April 14 10am-2pm
Sat., April 21 10am-2pm
Sat., May 12 10am-2pm
Sat., May 19 10am-2pm
Sat., June 9 10am-2pm
Sat., June 16 10am-2pm

Howard Beach remembers 20-year-old killed by L train
Ryan Beauchamp, whose fi ght with Joshua Basin allegedly led to his death, faces assault charges

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
She’s a mother surviv-

ing minute to minute.
Zena Basin laid her 

son Joshua to rest last 
Thursday, less than one 
week after he was struck 
and killed by a subway 
train following what police 
said was a platform tussle 
with a Westchester man.

Now the Howard Beach 
woman faces a future with-
out her only son while fam-
ily and friends give her the 
strength she needs to cope.

“I’ve gotten to the 
point where I just shut ev-
erything off,” said Zena 
Basin. “The outpouring of 
support from the communi-
ty has been incredible, but 
there are times when I can’t 
even go outside and face the 
world.”

Joshua Basin, 20, was 
killed following a fight 

with Ryan Beauchamp, 33, 
March 23 in the Bedford Av-
enue L train station, accord-
ing to the criminal com-
plaint filed by the Brooklyn 
district attorney’s office. 
After Beauchamp initiated 
an altercation on the train, 
he and Basin fought onto 
the platform and the two 
fell onto the tracks.  But Ba-
sin was not able to escape 
before being struck by the 
train, the complaint said.

Zena Basin struggled 
to hold back tears as she re-
membered her son’s caring 
nature and penchant for 
writing poems, stories and 
lyrics. She said he was a 
talented and kind soul who 
never thought twice about 
going out of his way to help 
a friend or family member 
in need, recalling how his 
friends would call him “the 
kid with the golden heart.”

“If a friend called 

him at 2 a.m. with a prob-
lem, Josh would be out the 
door,” she said. “That’s just 
the way he was.”

The friends and fam-
ily he cared for gathered at 
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic 
Church, 157-10 83rd St., in 
Howard Beach to say their 
final farewells to the La-

Guardia Community Col-
lege student. With many 
mourners clutching tis-
sues, one friend read a let-
ter he wrote to Joshua Ba-
sin and recalled his friend’s 
dreams of hitting it big.

“The moments we 
shared were priceless,” 
the friend said. “When we 

spoke about getting famous, 
you made me realize that it 
was important to keep some 
of the same people around 
you if we made it, just so 
we could remain balanced 
and not lose touch with our 
roots. The biggest thing I 
learned from you was to be 
myself and live every day, 
every moment, like it was 
my last.”

Even after Joshua’s 
last moment has passed, his 
mother is still finding notes 
the young man scribbled on 
napkins and scrap pieces of 
paper. She said those frag-
ments of his musings will 
continue to keep her son’s 
memory alive and his pres-
ence in her house. 

“I still see him some-
times. He used to come into 
the house and flip his hat 
down. I expect to see that 
and I expect to see him,” 
she said. “He was a joker 

and always kidding around. 
If I had a problem, he would 
make fun of things just to 
make me laugh.”

According to the 
Brooklyn district attor-
ney’s office, the suspect 
charged in the fight that 
led to Basin’s death faces 
two counts of attempted 
assault, harassment and 
disorderly conduct — all 
misdemeanors. 

Beauchamp was ar-
rested on March 27 and his 
case is now being weighed 
by a Brooklyn grand jury. 

In order to survive, 
Zena Basin said she will fo-
cus on caring for Joshua’s 
grandmother, Mary, who 
recently suffered a stroke.

“Sometimes I can’t 
even cry because I don’t 
have any more tears,” 
she said. “But I have to be 
strong. For my mother and 
for my son.”

Zena Basin, Joshua Basin’s mother, is helped into a limo following 
her son’s funeral. Photo by Christina Santucci
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College Point middle schoolers get yellow buses back
State legislators pass bill to end grueling public-transportation commute for neighborhood youth

BY JOE ANUTA

College Point middle 
schoolers will have yellow 
bus service restored in 
the fall now that a bill has 
passed the state Legisla-
ture, lawmakers said.

Parents and educators 
held pre-dawn rallies and 
elicited tough words from 
local elected officials after 
the service was abruptly 
canceled last year, and 
those same residents were 
ecstatic when informed by 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
of the bill’s passage.

“I thought I had a bet-
ter chance of becoming 
mayor than this bill pass-
ing,” said Darren Kaplan, 
a neighborhood parent 
who drove his 13-year-old 
daughter to school each day 
this year. “I’m the happiest 
guy in College Point.”

Back in September, 
parents whose children at-

tend JHS 194, at 154-60 17 
Ave. in Whitestone were 
informed less than 24 
hours before the first day of 
classes that the yellow bus 
would be off limits to mid-
dle schoolers. The message 
came via a robocall from 
Principal Richard Garino.

Since College Point has 
no middle schools, young-
sters then had to undertake 
grueling commutes in the 
morning or parents had to 
drive the students them-
selves while younger sib-
lings rode, in some cases, 
nearly empty buses.

Bus service was 
yanked after the city De-
partment of Education 
said a federal court ruling 
would have required it to 
provide busing for every 
middle school student in 
the city.

The DOE did not re-
spond to repeated requests 
for comment.

The state bill, which 
was passed by both houses 
last week,  remedies the 
problem by stipulating any 
city larger than 1 million 
people is exempt from that 
ruling, according to state 
Assemblyman Michael  Si-
manowitz (D-Electchester).

But the bill does not 
mandate that the DOE pro-
vide the transport — rath-
er, it opens up the option to 
provide it.

Luckily, according to 
Simanowitz, the depart-
ment was on board with 
the idea and agreed to pro-
vide yellow bus transporta-
tion only to the students of 
schools that had previously 
received it before Septem-
ber last year. Schools in 
Staten Island, where the 
impetus for the bill origi-
nated, will benefit from the 
law in addition to cheery 
educators in Queens.

“We are extremely 

happy,” said Ann Lippert, 
parent coordinator for JHS 
194. “The safety of our chil-
dren was at stake.”

The reliable yellow 
autos will also improve a 
tardiness problem that de-
veloped when the students 
had to transfer between as 
many as three buses to get 
to class in the morning, she 
said.

Members of the College 
Point Civic Association and 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone), who 
both had rallied alongside 
state lawmakers when 
the problem began, were 
pleased to learn of the bill’s 
passage as well.

“It’s about time that 
we see a common-sense so-
lution to a ridiculous prob-
lem,” Halloran said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com.

Assemblyman Michael Simanowitz (r.) announced the passage of a 
bill that may ensure middle schooler Nikolas Singleman will no lon-
ger have to use the MetroCard he holds up during an early-morn-
ing rally alongside Councilmen Peter Koo (l.) and Dan Halloran (c.).

BY REBECCA HENELY

Straphangers coming 
from and going to Long Is-
land City were relieved and 
happy after the MTA re-
opened the No. 7 train plat-
form of the Court Square 
subway stop Monday.

“I’m really happy,” 
said a Bedford Stuyvesant 
straphanger who gave her 
name as Rachel. “It was 
kind of a pain getting off at 
21st [Street, a G train stop,] 
and walking over.”

The Court Square sta-
tion, at 45th Avenue and 
23rd Street, had already 
undergone a major renova-
tion in 2011 that combined 
three stations and allowed 
for access between the 
underground E, G and M 
trains and the elevated No. 
7 train. Despite this, the el-
evated section was closed 
again Jan. 21.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 

said during the closure the 
agency rehabilitated the 
station’s platforms, outfit-
ting them with new expan-
sion joints, which absorb 
the expansion or contrac-
tion of the concrete due to 
weather conditions; tactile 
warning tiles, the bumps on 
the ground that alert riders 
they are standing too close 
to the platform’s edge; and 
track drains.

The agency also put up 
510 feet of a new platform 
wall, spruced up the mez-
zanine, put in new sides 
along the stairways and did 
other improvements. The 
final renovations for the 
platform will make it ac-
cessible to people with dis-
abilities.

“With full rehabilita-
tion work nearly complete, 
the fast-growing area of 
Long Island City will have 
a refurbished and updated 
complex that will be fully 
accessible,” NYC Transit 

President Thomas Prender-
gast said in a statement.

The No. 7 train was 
also closed on weekends 
from Queensboro Plaza to 
Grand Central Station for 
signal repair during this 

period.
Fraser Wollard, who 

lives in Long Island City, 
said he thought the MTA 
did a good job of fixing up 
Court Square and was glad 
it opened on time.

“They said they were 
going to open on Monday 
and they did,” he said.

Another Long Island 
City resident, 33-year-old 
Maria Cooper, said she was 
relieved to have the Court 

Square station at full ca-
pacity.

“It was just a lot more 
walking,” Cooper said. 
“Plus, the other station 
[Hunters Point] was in a 
bad state of repair, so it was 
just more frustrating to get 
there.”

John Patten, 65, also 
lives in the neighborhood 
but had a more mixed re-
view. He said he was glad 
to take the No. 7 train and 
a bus to get to his destina-
tion Tuesday instead of 
three trains, but he wished 
the platform had benches 
again.

“I need something to 
rest on,” he said.

The renovation did 
not impress Jacob Kim, a 
17-year-old from Bayside, 
either.

“I thought it was a 
waste of time,” Kim said, 
“because this place didn’t 
really change much.”

Court Square stop reopens for No. 7 riders after rehab

Straphangers quickly took advantage of the Court Square station’s No. 7 train platforms opening ear-
lier this week. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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M only employees have been 
charged at this point, and 
Park himself has not been 
implicated. Avella said he 
would contact Brown’s of-
fice to investigate.

The senator took 
Community Board 7 and 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall to task earlier 
this year after Park’s pro-
posal to build a two-story 
spa complete with a rooftop 
pool, at 131-23 31st Ave., was 
recommended for denial by 
both parties.

“I do not agree with 
the community board’s 
report nor do I agree with 
the borough president’s re-
port.”,” he said in January 
at a meeting with Park and 
the architects on the proj-
ect.

The two bodies op-
posed the plan for structur-
al and parking reasons.

The city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals, which 
is supposed to take CB 7 
and Marshall’s recommen-
dations into consideration 
for the final say, had not 
made a ruling by press time 

Tuesday.
Irwin Park, the son of 

the developer and member 
of Delta Kew Holding Corp. 
& Property Management, 
declined to comment.

Should the proposal 
pass, CB 7 Chairman Gene 
Kelty said the community 
will keep an eye out on the 
spa after learning of the 
prostitution sting at the 
Kew Motor Inn.

But the amount of 
money Park is sinking into 
the spa led Kelty to hope 
that everything would be 
above board.

“I would hope that he 
was going to put a state-of-
the-art facility, which is go-
ing to run for a reasonable 
profit and stay for awhile,” 
Kelty said.

But Park will not be 
making any profit on the 
Kew Motor Inn, at 139-01 
Grand Central Pkwy., in 
the near future.

The DA said the motel, 
along with the Par  Central 
Motor Inn, located next 
door, allegedly served as 
havens for prostitutes and 
their pimps.

“These two motels 

have been deemed public 
nuisances that have gener-
ated numerous prostitu-
tion-related arrests — in-
cluding those involving 
underage girls — during 
the past year,” DA Richard 
Brown said in a statement.

Employees at the hotels 
allegedly accepted bribes, 
allowed the undercover 
cops to rent rooms without 
identification, knowingly 
allowed prostitution activ-
ity and in some cases as-
sisted in the illegal activity 
by acting as the prostitutes’ 
secretaries, the DA said.

The Kew Motor Inn 
website, which was taken 
down soon after the charges 
were announced, formerly 
referred to itself as: “since 
1969 the most famous, and 
exotic couples-friendly mo-
tel/hotel in Queens!!”

Pictures that were for-
merly on the site featured 
mirrors on the ceilings and 
rooms decorated in differ-
ent themes.

A call placed by 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in January determined 
the minimum stay was two 
hours, which an employee 
answering the phones indi-
cated would cost $60.

Continued from Page 1

Hotel

many elected officials and 
community leaders to join 
the march, which stretched 
four blocks and gained sup-
porters as it traversed Lin-
den Boulevard in Cambria 
Heights on its way to St. 
Albans Park on Merrick 
Boulevard.  On their way to 
the park, parents and chil-
dren alike wore hoodies as 
Martin did the day he was 
killed.

Protesters chanted 
Martin’s name as well as 
“no justice, no peace” and 
“an injury to one is an in-
jury to all ” as residents 
cheered from windows and 
storefronts.

Zimmerman, a 28-year-
old neighborhood watch-
man, shot the 17-year-old 
Martin, who was wearing 
a hoodie and carrying a 
packet of Skittles.

City Councilman Le-

roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
said the shooter should not 
have taken the law into his 
own hands.

“What happened to 
Trayvon was that he was 
assaulted by someone that 
claimed to be an authority 
and was using a cloak of 
authority to murder some-
one,” said Comrie. “We are 
here today because we want 
to make sure that we do ev-
erything we can to honor 
our young people, inform 
them and protect them.”

The March for Justice, 
organized by the Commis-
sion on Social Justice and 
Human Concerns, an Af-
rican-American Christian 
organization, drew citizens 
from across the borough 
who vented their frustra-
tion with the way in which 
the Martin case has been 
handled by Florida authori-
ties.

Arlene Phipps, of Far 
Rockaway, said she would 
not know what she would 
do if she lost her only son, 
Yaseen Madyun, to a vio-
lent act. 

“I don’t know how I 
would handle that,” she 
said. “It was a senseless 
murder and nothing has 
been done about it. I believe 
in my heart that everyone 
out here today is tired and 
afraid — this is our chance 
to come together and show 
as a people that we want 
this to stop.”

Her son said that 
young people also need to 
take some responsibility by 
coming together and show-
ing society that they should 
not be feared.

“This has to stop. We 
can’t keep living like this,” 
Madyun said. “If you want 
to make a change, you 
have to first start in your 
heart.”

Continued from Page 1

Trayvon

Aravella Simotas (D-As-
toria). “Anybody who has 
spent any time in western 
Queens and Queens, but 
western Queens in particu-
lar, for the last two years, 
let’s say, knows that this is 
a community that has been 
growing.”

The mayor had sent 
the challenge to Census 
Bureau Director Dr. Robert 
Groves Aug. 9, saying the 
office that counted Astoria 
and Jackson Heights had 
an unusually high number 
of housing vacancies given 
the growth in the area.

The 2010 census said 
Queens’ population grew by 
0.1 percent, with 2,228,379 
residents in 2000 and 
2,230,722 residents in 2010, 
while Astoria and Jackson 
Heights’ population fell by 
5 percent.

“I just don’t believe 
that. I really don’t believe 
that,” said state Sen. Jose 
Peralta (D-East Elmhurst), 
who cited the overpopu-
lated schools in his dis-
trict, which covers East 
Elmhurst, Jackson Heights, 
Corona and Elmhurst.

Bloomberg also said 
there were discrepancies 
in the Brooklyn neighbor-
hoods of Bay Ridge and 

Bensonhurst. New York 
state lost two congressional 
seats and is due to get a re-
duction in federal dollars 
as a result of the count.

In its response letter to 
Bloomberg, Arnold Jackson 
of the bureau said its Count 
Question Resolution pro-
gram can only correct the 
count when jurisdictional 
boundaries are incorrect, 
when living quarters and 
their populations are put 
in the wrong governmental 
unit — like the wrong coun-
ty or state — or when living 
quarters are cut out of the 
census due to a processing 
problem.

Jackson said the only 
errors found involved the 
placement of some housing 
units on one census block 
somewhere in the city. This 
correction did not affect the 
change in the count.

The Department of 
City Planning commended 
the bureau in a statement 
for working with the city, 
but was disappointed that 
there were no real ways to 
change the count.

“City Planning’s de-
mographers and technical 
specialists will continue to 
engage with their counter-
parts at the Census Bureau 
to examine what occurred 
and to improve census pro-

cedures for the future to en-
sure that New York is more 
accurately counted in the 
2020 census,” the depart-
ment said.

Sen. Michael Gianaris 
(D-Astoria) was less chari-
table about the results.

“It’s not surprising 
that the same group that 
badly miscounted the num-
bers in the first place can’t 
find their way to correcting 
the numbers once it’s point-
ed out to them,” he said.

The legislators said 
now that the challenge has 
been rejected, the priority 
is on the federal representa-
tives to bring more money 
back to the city to make up 
for the federal aid the state 
will lose.

“We need to provide 
services for more people 
with less money,” Simotas 
said.

Looking forward to 
2020, the legislators said 
the Census Bureau should 
do more outreach, working 
with neighborhood leaders 
and raising awareness in 
immigrant communities 
of the importance of being 
counted in the census.

“The only thing we can 
hope for now is hope that 
the process 10 years from 
now is not so badly mis-
handled as this one was,” 
Gianaris said.

Continued from Page 1

Census

in [IS 59]: the uniqueness 
of the school, the camara-
derie of the school and the 
focus on technology, and 
the fact that the school re-
ceived technology grants 
to put infrastructure in the 
facility they’re presently 
in,” he said.

Comrie said the Cam-
bria Heights Academy en-

courages an open-learning 
environment where stu-
dents sit in the hallways 
and do their work —a cul-
ture parents thought would 
clash if the school were 
forced to share a space with 
IS 59 .

A spokesman for the 
DOE said the department 
will be signing off on a 
long-term extension of the 
high school’s lease at St. Ge-
rard’s Church, and funds 
will be allocated to upgrade 
the building.

Comrie said he would 
like to see the school con-
tinue to grow in its current 
location.

“To have a school on 
track to being a high-per-
forming school in southeast 
Queens is something that 
many southeast Queens 
residents truly want,” he 
said. “We barely have ad-
equate performing schools 
in southeast Queens as it 
is.”

Continued from Page 6

Academy

140 claims a year resulting 
in recommended charges.

City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) said the CCRB’s 
new authority will provide 

a stronger check on police 
accountability.

“I am certain it will 
also increase public confi-
dence in the system,” she 
said. “The public needs to 
know that when they file 

a legitimate, serious com-
plaint it will undergo an ap-
propriate process of review 
and — if substantiated — 
prosecution.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 6

Stop-and-frisks
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com
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Great news for advertisers

Reach more Queens readers with 
Queens Weekly!

Starting today, and continuing 
every Sunday, Queens readers of the 
Sunday New York Post will find their 
favorite Times Ledger content in a 
comprehensive new section: Queens 
Weekly.  

Queens Weekly is the ultimate 
source for neighborhood news that 
spans the borough.

Whatever corner of Queens you 
want to reach, Queens Weekly hits 
your target audience at efficient 
zoned ad rates.  Reach over 200,000 
loyal Queens readers with your ad in 

this new Sunday New York Post sec-
tion.  

Additional advertising opportu-
nities are available in the Brooklyn 
Weekly and Bronx Weekly publica-
tions.  You advertise only in the bor-
ough you want to reach.

Reach more of Queens at low lo-

BY JOE ANUTA

If you cannot find a 
parking space near New 
York Mart in Flushing, try 
looking up.

The large supermar-
ket on the corner of Bowne 
Street and Roosevelt Av-
enue filed an application 
with the city to have park-
ing on its roof.

“We thought it was 
a pretty good idea,” said 
Ira Gross, whose company 
rents the property.

The owner of New 
York Mart is seeking to 
build a ramp off of Bowne 
Street that will lead to the 
top of the supermarket. The 
lot will be designed to hold 
nearly 50 cars, according to 
the application.

A loading dock set back 
from Bowne Street will pro-
vide the space to build the 
ramp, Gross said.

And the roof will fea-
ture trees and concealing 
structures around the large 
air-conditioning units that 
currently sit on top of the 
store, according to Gross.

Gross was not familiar 
with too many other busi-
nesses that have tried to 
get parking on their roofs, 
but he thinks it could be a 
creative way to solve one 
of the neighborhood’s woes 
that could get worse in the 
future.

Parking in downtown 
can be a pain now, but if a 
large development goes up 
nearby, parking spots could 
become a red-hot commod-
ity.

Flushing Commons, 
the $850 million, mixed-
use complex, is proposed to 

take the place of Municipal 
Lot 1.

The developer, TDC 
Development, is providing 
interim parking while the 
project is built, but one of 
the main lots will be on 
College Point Boulevard — 
and farther away from New 
York Mart than the current 
lot.

The parking could also 
be a boon to the store.

“They need more vol-
ume to sustain a full opera-
tion,” Gross said, adding 
that foot traffic alone is not 
enough. “The parking is 
not just a convenience, it is 
good for the customers.”

Community Board 
7 Chairman Gene Kelty 
said using existing space 
for more parking is a good 
idea, but safety should 
come first.

“I would want to make 
sure the roof can hold it be-
fore we try anything,” he 
said.

According to Gross, 
the supermarket will be 
reinforcing the structural 
pylons that are already in 
place, instead of sinking 
new ones.

But the details of the 
plan have not yet been made 
public, and will be heard by 
a Community Board 7 com-
mittee April 18.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY JOE ANUTA

The owner of the 
White House restaurant 
recently filed paperwork 
to build a series of retail 
stores and offices instead of 
a catering hall in Whites-
tone, but the city temporar-
ily pulled the permits off a 
public database following a 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
inquiry.

In March 2012, Joe 
Franco, former owner of 
the defunct Caffe on the 
Green, resubmitted certain 
portions of his catering 
hall permit that was disap-
proved last summer, docu-
ments from the city Depart-
ment of Buildings showed.

One of the new docu-
ments described a two-
story building that would 
house an unknown number 
of offices and retail stores 
with parking for 32 cars in 
the rear.

A July 2011 version of 
the same form showed that 
Franco sought to build a 
two-story catering and ban-
quet hall capable of holding 
more than 700 people.

Franco and his archi-
tect Christopher Papas de-
clined to comment on the 
change in plans.

Last Thursday, this 
newspaper told a Buildings 
spokeswoman that several 
documents in the original 
permit had been resubmit-
ted in March. The spokes-
woman refused to answer 
repeated calls placed to 
her office over the next 
three days as to whether 
the swap was standard 

practice, which it may very 
well be. On Tuesday morn-
ing, the entire permit was 
temporarily pulled from 
the department’s website 
without explanation. It was 
not clear whether the docu-
ment substitution and sud-
den disappearance of the 
permit were related.

The permit appears to 
be under review again by 
Buildings, according to its 
website.

In addition, more spe-
cific permits to work on the 
building’s structure and 
interior have already been 
granted, according to city 
documents.

The process of sub-
dividing work is common 
in the development world, 
according to a member of 
the Queens chapter of the 
American Institute of Ar-
chitects.

“Structural plans, for 
instance, can be filed under 
a separate documents. They 
don’t have to be approved at 
the same time,” said Willy 
Zambrano, architect and 
treasurer of the chapter.

In many cases, this al-
lows work on foundations 
or other essential elements 
of the building to begin 
while the rest of the plans 
for a building go through 
the approval process.

News of Franco’s de-
cision to scrap the cater-
ing hall was a welcome 
development for some civic 
leaders, who were outraged 
after he received a zoning 
change from the city for the 
project.

Owners of New York Mart, on the corner of Roosevelt Avenue and Bowne Street, want to turn their 
roof into a parking lot. Photo by Joe Anuta

Qns. store plans roof parking
Flushing’s New York Mart has applied with city to create 50 spots

New plan for eatery 
a Whitestone puzzle

Joe Franco filed documents to build retail and office spaces in 
place of the White House restaurant, but the plans temporarily 
disappeared from the city’s database.

I would want to make sure the roof 
can hold it before we try anything.

Gene Kelty
CB 7 Chairman
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Bangladeshi national sent back home to Sunnyside
Mohammad Anwarul Islam reunited with his family after appeals save him from deportation

BY REBECCA HENELY

In need of new spring 
clothing for her 20-month-
old twin daughters, Sun-
nyside resident Lipiara 
Begum bought them shirts 
March 23, saying “Daddy’s 
Little Sunshine.” For more 
than a month her husband 
had been held in an immi-
grant detention center and 
she wanted her girls to be 
with him again.

Later that day, she got 
her wish.

After weeks of letter 
writing and appeals  from 
family, civic leaders and 
elected officials, Bangla-
deshi national Mohammad 
Anwarul Islam was re-
leased and sent home. As he 
spoke about his experience, 
his twin daughters wear-
ing their new shirts and sit-
ting close by, tears came to 
his eyes.

“I can’t explain it, how 

much I am happy now,” he 
said.

Islam has lived in 
America since 1999. His 
wife is a permanent resi-
dent due to take her oath to 
become a citizen soon and 
they have three daughters: 
5-year-old Afnan and twins 
Farah and Zarah. He previ-
ously worked as a food run-
ner in a Manhattan restau-
rant for 16 years.

Since he had often 
worked to help others with 
immigration issues, he 
said he never expected to 
be threatened with deporta-
tion. He left his home coun-
try due to political reasons 
and applied for asylum in 
2010, but his appeal was re-
jected and not followed up 
properly. 

Islam said he had not 
had any warning, not even 
a letter, before U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement officers came 

to his apartment and took 
him away Feb. 10 on a final 
order of deportation. 

“I said, my lawyer 
don’t say nothing about 
this,” he said.

After being made to 
surrender his driver’s li-
cense and papers at the U.S. 

Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services office Man-
hattan’s Federal Plaza , Is-
lam was taken to the Essex 
County Correctional Facili-
ty and then to Delaney Hall 
Detention Facility,  both in 
Newark. For days, he was 
unable to contact home.

“I’m crying all the 
time for my family, for my 
three daughters,” he said.

Begum, who is unem-
ployed, enlisted as many 
people as she could to help 
her. Jackson Heights civic 
activist Mohammad Rashid 
 was one of the first to assist 
Islam, promising to get him 
set free when he visited him 
in New Jersey.

“I told him, ‘God will 
send you back,’” Rashid 
said.

Others who helped in-
cluded U.S. Sens. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.); 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights); City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside); Da-
vid Rosasco, of the Wood-
side Neighborhood Asso-
ciation; Moin Choudhury; 
and attorney Thomas Mas-
succi.

Islam said he was 

treated well at Delaney 
Hall by the employees but 
met others — Bangladeshi, 
Hispanic, Indian and Afri-
can — who did not have the 
support he did. Many told 
him it would take 90 days 
until he was released, but it 
took just 42.

He said he was over-
whelmed when he came 
home late March 23 to find 
many friends and family 
members waiting for him.

“I said, ‘Thank you 
very much for everybody, 
you did a great job for me,’” 
Islam said.

But Islam is not out of 
the woods yet. He does not 
have his driver’s license 
or papers and thus cannot 
work. His next date at the 
Federal Plaza office  is April 
23. Yet he says he wants to 
help Rashid and Rosasco 
assist others with their im-
migration issues.

Mohammad Anwarul Islam kisses his daughter Afrina Anwar 
Farah. Photo by Christina Santucci
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$89999

LEAH Full Size
Sofabed

CONNER
Chaise
Recliner

Orig. $849.99

RALEIGH
Recliner

PINNACLE
Leather Match
Chaise 
Recliner

$79999
Orig. $869.99 Orig. $1029.99

LAUREL
Designer Sofa
Orig. $1199.99

$74999

ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
150 Sunrise Hwy
516-766-0910

CARLE PLACE
265 Glen Cove Rd.
516-248-2323

FARMINGDALE
1644 Route 110
631-845-4790

SETAUKET
4016 Nesconset Hwy. (Rte 347)
631-642-3240

ALL STORES OPEN: Monday– Saturday 10am-9pm (RVC Sat.10am-6pm), Sunday 11am-6pm

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

1-800-RECLINER          WWW.LAZBOY.COM/LONGISLAND-NYC

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

OVER 100 RECLINERS ON DISPLAY! • NEXT DAY DELIVERY ON EVERYTHING IN STOCK!†

$49999$46999

Photos are for illustration only. Not all items in all stores. Delivery charges apply. Immediate delivery, in stock items only.
†Restrictions apply. Available on in-stock merchandise, Delivery Days Tuesday thru Saturday.

Purchase must be made prior to 2 pm. May not apply to certain delivery locations. See store for details.

SAVE 
$380

SAVE 
$450

SAVE 
$370

SAVE 
$230 4 Lift Chair

Styles
Available

GIVES YOU AN EXTRA BOOST!
Some with Heat & Massage

“Come in and feel the difference.”“Come in and feel the difference.”

Attention Queens! 

A 15 Minute Drive Can 
Save You An Additional 15%!

SAVE

10%
to50%

OFF

SAVE AN

EXTRA15%OFF
ALREADY DISCOUNTED PRICES!With this coupon only. Excludes ad specials, clearance items, hot buysand prior sales. Can’t be combined with other offers. $500 Min.Purchase. Limit one per customer. Exp 4/9/12.

VAIL Recliner

$29999

$79999
CLARK RECLINING SOFA

Orig. $1359.99

SAVE 
$490

SAVE 
$550

Q

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The wrong-way driver 

allegedly responsible for 
the death of a beloved Mas-
peth bar owner is expected 
to get 3 1/2 years in prison 
after pleading guilty in 
a deal worked out with 
prosecutors, according to 
a source familiar with the 
negotiations.

Peter Rodriguez, 36, 
will officially agree to the 
plea deal April 20 with sen-
tencing expected May 4, 
said the source, who asked 
not to be identified. It has 
been almost six months 
since George Gibbons Jr. 
died after he was hit head-
on by Rodriguez, who was 
driving the wrong way on 
the Long Island Express-
way near 58th Road, after 
Gibbons had closed his bar, 
Gibbons’ Home, at 54-12 
69th St. 

Police said Rodriguez 
fled the scene after the 
crash, possibly to avoid 
having to take field sobriety 
tests. The Brooklyn man 
was arrested in Connecti-
cut after a month in hiding 
with the help of an NYPD 
Crimestoppers hotline 
tip and was arraigned in 
November on charges of 
manslaughter, assault, 
leaving the scene of an ac-
cident without reporting 
and criminally negligent 
homicide.

Gibbons’ brother, 
Brendan, said he will be-
lieve the plea deal is a real-
ity when he hears it from 
the Queens district attor-
ney. In the meantime, the 
heartbroken sibling said 
that no matter how much 
time Rodriguez gets behind 
bars, he will continue to 
miss his brother.

“All I can say is that I 
will never have my brother 
back. It doesn’t matter if he 
[Rodriguez] gets four years, 
seven years or 14 years,” 

said Brendan Gibbons. “We 
just want to thank the en-
tire community who has 
come out and given us their 
support. They have been 
fantastic.”

Gibbons said the fami-
ly expects to release a state-
ment after the court date 
April 20. The district at-
torney’s office said it would 
not comment because this 
is a pending case.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village), who was at 
the courthouse during the 
initial hearing to show her 

support for the family and 
to urge the judge to impose 
the maximum sentence, 
said the community is saf-
er with Rodriguez behind 
bars.

But she will continue 
to push for the highest pun-
ishment.

“Our community came 
together to fight for justice 
for George and now that 
Peter Rodriguez is behind 
bars, we can finally say that 
our streets are safer,” she 
said. “As hearings proceed, 
we will continue to fight to 
see that Rodriguez receives 
the maximum sentence for 
this heinous crime which 
took the life of such an ad-
mired and respected mem-
ber of our neighborhood.”

Gibbons’ Home has 
since reopened with the 
help of George’s five sib-
lings.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

PETER RODRIGUEZ
Photo courtesy NYPD

Driver to plead in death
of Maspeth bar owner 

George Gibbons 
Jr. was killed 
in a head-on 
crash on the 
Long Island 
Expressway.

www.TimesLedger.com
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The 103rd Precinct had 

the distinction  of being the 
only precinct in southeast 
Queens to record a slight 
drop in crime in 2011, the 
same year in which it 
ranked eighth among city 
precincts in another mea-
sure: the NYPD’s contro-
versial stop, question and 
frisk program.

The precinct, which 
covers the neighborhoods 
of downtown Jamaica, Hol-
lis Park Gardens, Hollis, 
Lakewood and Jamaica, 
had a 1.3 percent decrease 
in overall crime with 1,697 
reported incidents in 2011 
compared to 1,719 in the 
prior year, according to the 
NYPD.

Murders in the pre-
cinct dropped 26.7 percent, 
from 15 reported incidents 
in 2010 to 11 last year, while 
auto thefts also went down 
by 6.1 percent from 426 in-
cidents two years ago to 400 
in 2011, the NYPD said.

But reported rapes in 
the precinct shot up 76.2 
percent last year, with 37 
cases compared to 21 in 
2011.

Meanwhile, the 103rd 
accounted for more than 
17,000 of the 685,000-plus 
individuals stopped last 
year, according to numbers 
released by the New York 
Civil Liberties Union.

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans), 

whose district overlaps the 
103rd in downtown Jamai-
ca, said that while the high 
numbers were not unex-
pected, he believes the pro-
gram is in need of reform.

“I understand that 
there’s a preponderance of 
young people getting out 
from school, literally just 
loitering around Jamaica 
Avenue,” he said. “It doesn’t 
surprise me it has some 
of the highest numbers. I 
think there need to be al-
ternatives so that people 
don’t have their self-esteem 
ruined.”

Last week, the city 
announced the agency in 
charge of investigating 

complaints of police mis-
conduct will soon have the 
expanded power to prose-
cute those cases found to be 
substantiated. Currently, 
when the Civilian Com-
plaint Review Board finds 
a complaint against an of-
ficer to be substantiated, 
it recommends charges to 
the NYPD, which handles 
either the officer’s guilty 
plea or trial.

The police department 
will transfer this prosecu-
torial power to the CCRB, 
but will retain the sole le-
gal authority to impose dis-
cipline.

The councilman wel-
comed the agreement as 

one that would provide 
transparency and give a 
stronger voice to civilian 
complainants.

“They’re increasing 
[the CCRB’s] authority, and 
I think it’s a good thing, es-
pecially since civilian com-
plaints have gone up over 
the last few years,” he said.

Since the NYPD start-
ed collecting data in 2002, 
stop-and-frisk incidences 
have risen more than 600 
percent. The CCRB recom-
mended an average of 200 
substantiated misconduct 
cases per year between 2007 
and 2011, with an average of 

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The city has nixed a 

plan to move a successful 
new Hollis high school into 
a space community mem-
bers said would have been 
a poor fit.

When the Cambria 
Heights Academy opened in 
Hollis in 2010, it was a pop-
ular choice for students in 
southeast Queens attracted 
to the school’s focus on inte-
grating technology — every 
student is given a laptop — 
and small class sizes.

The city Department of 
Education placed the school 
in a building it leased from 
St. Gerard’s Church, at 188-
04 91st Ave.

The same year, the 
DOE placed  the Eagle Acad-
emy for Young Men in a 
building shared with IS 59 
in Springfield Gardens.

The department found 
the arrangement lack-
ing for the growing Eagle 

Academy and made plans 
to move  the school when 
Jamaica’s Allen Christian 
School on Merrick Boule-
vard announced earlier 
this year it would be clos-
ing due to financial diffi-
culties.

That was when the 
DOE announced its inten-
tion to move the Cambria 
Heights Academy from its 
home in Hollis, which the 
department said from the 
beginning was a temporary 
site, in with IS 59, drawing 
the ire of the community.

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
said he has been involved 
with the Cambria Heights 
PTA since the DOE first 
suggested the move  and has 
discussed their concerns 
with city Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott.

“The parents ex-
pressed their reasons why 
they should not be located 

Police respond to a man on Jamaica Avenue at 162nd Street who they said was acting erratically. The 
103rd Precinct had some of the city’s highest stop-and-frisk numbers last year.

Stop-and-frisks high in 103rd
NYCLU says Jamaica precinct ranked eighth in city in 2011

Cambria academy 
stays put in Hollis

The city Department of Education announces it will extend the 
lease for the Cambria Heights Academy at a building owned by St. 
Gerard Church in Hollis. Photo by Nykeema Williams

Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 18
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QUEENS GARDEN NURSERY
154-10 Cross Island  Pkwy.

Whitestone, New York

 718.640.9100

FLORIST HILLS, Inc.
68-19 Woodhaven Blvd. 

Forest Hills, NY
718.459.8442

Fax: 718.459.8458

BETTER GROW FLORIST
2931 Bruckner Blvd.

Bronx, NY 
718.824.9661

Fax: 718.824.9665

$4999
FOUR STEP
LAWN PRO

5,000 SQ. FT. BAGS

$5999
FOUR STEP
BEST ANNUAL

After $20 Mail-In Rebate

FOUR STEP

GRASS
SEED

$200 OFF
EACH BAG

GARDEN

SOIL

$399
1- CUBIC FOOT

After $2.00
Mail-In
Rebate

$10
TOP
SOIL

LONG ISLAND
COMPOST

40
LB.
BAGS5 FOR

TULIPS
HYACINTH
DAFFODILS

6”
$399 3 FOR

$10

4’ TO 5’
ARBORVITAE

$2499
Pyramidalis and Nigra Varieties ONLY

18” TO 24”
TAXUS YEW

$2499

POT

Vist One of Our Locations Near You!
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A&G Medical Supply

Tel: 718-823-4700

Lean On Us
     Quality Medical Supplies

A G
Medical     Supply

For All Your Surgical Supply Needs

&

Ridgewood rallies to save Grover Cleveland HS

Students filled the auditorium at Grover Cleveland High School to speak out against the city 
Department of Education’s plan to close the school. Photo by Steve Mosco

BY STEVE MOSCO
  
The city Department 

of Education got an ear-
ful from Grover Cleveland 
High School advocates at a 
closure hearing Monday.

The emotionally 
charged hearing drew 
teachers, parents and stu-
dents into the school’s audi-
torium where more than 70 
speakers stepped up to the 
microphone and told DOE 
representatives why they 
think the turnaround plan 
is wrong for the Ridgewood 
high school.

“We don’t want to lose 
50 percent of our teachers,” 
said Geline Canayon, presi-
dent of the school’s student 
government. “The school 
shouldn’t be broken up, it 
should be given a proper 
chance and it shouldn’t be 
used as pieces in the may-
or’s Monopoly game.”

The DOE’s turnaround 
model results in the closure 
of each school at the end of 

the academic year and its 
reopening under a differ-
ent name in the fall, along 
with the replacement of 50 
percent of the faculty.

The DOE defended its 
decision  and reiterated 
that every child attending a 
closing school is to be guar-
anteed a spot in the replace-
ment school.

“A number of schools 
will be replaced by new 
schools next fall, keeping 
their very best teachers 
and bringing in strong new 
educators,” DOE spokes-
man Matt Mittenthal said 
in a statement.

Education officials 
said the city lost significant 
federal funding after the 
city and the teachers union 
did not come to an agree-
ment on teacher evalua-
tions quickly enough. The 
turnaround model enables 
the city to apply for up to 
$60 million in federal fund-
ing and it does not require 
teacher evaluations.

The city Panel for 
Educational Policy will 
vote April 26 on closing 26 
schools citywide and open-
ing new ones under dif-
ferent names in the same 

buildings. Initially, the 
DOE had 33 schools set for 
closure, but that number 
was unexpectedly cut after 
the department decided 
that some schools would 

improve without radical 
changes.

Other Queens schools 
up for closure are: Flushing 
High School, August Mar-
tin High School in Jamaica, 

John Adams High School 
in Ozone Park, Newtown 
High School in Elmhurst, 
and William Cullen Bry-
ant and Long Island City 
high schools in Long Island 
City.

Brian Gavin, the 
teachers union representa-
tive at Grover Cleveland 
HS, at 21-27 Himrod St. in 
Ridgewood, said the DOE’s 
replacement school will use 
many of the recommenda-
tions that were designed to 
improve Grover as it is cur-
rently constituted.

He believes the DOE 
should let these improve-
ments take shape at this in-
carnation of Grover Cleve-
land.

“It’s disgusting what 
the DOE is doing to the stu-
dents and the teachers at 
Grover Cleveland,” he said 
of the city’s turnaround 
plan. “It’s tearing the com-
munity apart and disrupt-
ing the education of the 
students.”
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L’Italiano Trattoria
718-224-2536

www.litalianotrattoriany.com

Italian cuisine cooking classes-gif t certificates available

Open for lunch & dinner 

Tuesday through Sunday.

Private parties 
are the specialty 

of the house

Little Neck child faces
maze in city special ed

Andrew Sardina plays with plastic toys in his backyard. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

BY PHIL CORSO

Turning 5 years old 
never seemed so tricky.

For Gerard Sardina, 
of Little Neck, anticipat-
ing his son Andrew’s fifth 
birthday has been met 
with the uncertainty of not 
knowing where he will be 
going to kindergarten come 
September.

Andrew Sardina, 4, 
was diagnosed with au-
tism in 2008 and has since 
progressed through early 
intervention services and 
preschool.

But his next step to-
ward kindergarten and be-
yond, Sardina said, will not 
be as easy.

“Most people don’t 
know that this is a big mile-
stone in the life of a special 
needs child in New York 
City,” Sardina said. “Turn-
ing 5 is when the school dis-
trict places the child in a 
school until he or she turns 
21.”

Nearly three years ago, 
the city Department of Edu-
cation reformed its special 
education program, drasti-
cally changing the kinder-
garten placement process 
for students with individu-
alized education programs, 
according to Advocates for 
Children of New York.

Now  students turning 
5 are referred to the Com-
mittee on Special Education 
for school-aged children  
and given a DOE represen-
tative, usually a school psy-
chologist, to oversee their 
transition.

The DOE collects prog-
ress reports from the child’s 
preschool special education 
program, reviews the stu-
dent’s file and ultimately 
helps classify their disabili-
ties and placement.

It leaves the placement 
procedure largely out of the 
parents’ hands.

“So far the process 
has been very difficult,” 
Sardina said. “I’m hoping 
Andrew gets placed in the 
right school.”

The DOE will notify 
him of his son’s placement 
by June 15.

In addition to the spe-
cial care he receives while 
at school, Andrew Sardina 
also receives outside ser-
vices such as occupational 
and speech therapy inside 
the home. These services, 
which his father said were 
essential to his son’s de-
velopment, might be taken 
away under the new as-
signed program in the reas-
signment.

According to Sardina, 
Andrew’s preschool,  P.224Q 
@ P.S. 710Q, at 221-21 Cor-
bett Rd. in Bayside, took 
an active step in educating 
parents on the steps need-
ed to move forward. The 
school provides lessons and 
workshops explaining the 
process to parents.

“We’d be lost without 
them,” Sardina said.

Meghan Murphy, the 
unit coordinator for  P.224Q 
@ P.S. 710Q, said she under-
stood the confusion that 
might emanate from the 
transition.

“It can be a confus-
ing process,” Murphy said. 
“Even explaining it once, 
you still don’t really get it. 
That’s why we continue to 
hold these workshops with 
great support from our ad-
ministration.”

Murphy said what 
kept the wheels turning at 
the school was what Gerard 
Sardina said made their 
services so unique. With 
help from Principal Des-
mond Park and Assistant 
Principal Kara Reardon-
Navan, parents are fully 
engaged in the placement 
conversation and are made 
aware of the necessary 
preparations.

After his son’s individ-
ualized education program 
 meeting, Sardina said it 
was thanks to the school 
that he was able to sail 
smoothly. He said he knew 
exactly what to expect and 
what information to pro-
vide.

“We had everything 
we needed. The school did 
a great job preparing us,” 
Sardina said. “I feel that if 
you have the documenta-
tion and follow the guide-
lines, the DOE can’t deny 
any of your requests.”

Sardina also said he 
has received assistance 
from Little Neck’s Samuel 
Field Y, which helps con-
nect parents with others 
who have already gone 
through the transition.

He will take all the help 
he can get, he said, because 
it takes a lot of homework to 
get the job done.


