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Avella, Weprin clash at meetingMacNeil Park 
overhaul needs
to fi x sinkholes

BY JOE ANUTA

The coastal areas of College 
Point are about to get a face-lift, 
but the city still plans to per-
form construction in the isolated 
neighborhood and then give the 
accompanying amenities to Doug-
laston.

In late spring, the city Parks 
Department is set to begin mak-
ing improvements to the interior 
pathways of MacNeil Park and 
has nearly finished reconstruct-
ing the comfort station and im-
proving site drainage, according 
to a department spokesman.

The projects are part of more 
than $1.2 million that the depart-
ment is using to spruce up the 
greenspace, Parks said.

But the money, allocated 
by elected officials, is still not 
enough to fix the sinkholes that 
plague the coastal walkway.

Borough President Helen 

BY JOE ANUTA

Nearly 1,000 people crammed 
into North Shore Towers in Little 
Neck last Thursday night to listen 
to a panel discuss the skyrocket-
ing property assessment values 
the city assigned to condos this 
year and last as tensions flared 
between Queens elected officials.

Bob Friedrich, co-president 
of the organization that spon-
sored the discussion, started off 
the evening by saying he did not 
want “lip service” from politi-
cians and running through the 
reasons why he believed the city 
Department of Finance unfairly 
assessed property values that 
rose by as much as 150 percent in 
one year.

But things got heated when 

Condo assessments 
lead to pols’ fi ghting 
at North Shore meet

Continued on Page 16

ON DECK

Francis Montalvo (l.) and Ethan Subero mentally prepare for their debut in College Point Little League before march-
ing down the neighborhood’s main drag in the annual parade. See coverage on Pages 3, 40.
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Flushing HS grad takes
stand in terrorism trial

QGuide QGuide Page 27Page 27
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Buy local.

New York City’s Freshest Milk.
From New York City’s Only Dairy.
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BY JOE ANUTA

April’s Cops of the 
Month in the 109th Precinct 
arrested several young sus-
pects and charged them 
with a crime that is driv-
ing up larceny numbers 
all over the city: cellphone 
thefts.

On March 2, a 30-year-
old woman was on 45th Av-
enue in Flushing at around 
1:10 p.m. when she was ap-
proached by a pack of teen-
agers, according to police.

One of the teens 
snatched her iPhone, and 
when the woman tried to 
get it back, the youngsters 
punched her in the face 
before slamming her head 
into a parked car, police 
said.

The teenagers fled into 
a nearby building and the 
woman alerted the authori-
ties.

Police Officers J. Yong 
Sim and Daniel Song re-
sponded, entered the prem-
ises and immediately found 
the alleged culprits.

“When we went in, 
the kids were there and 
we made the arrest,”  Song 
told a Community Precinct 
Council meeting last week.

Three teens — Steven 
Arenas, 16; Shaquille McK-
oy,  17; and Valerie Sanchez, 
16 — were charged with 
second-degree robbery, po-
lice said.

Capt. Christopher 
Manson, executive officer 
at the 109th Precinct, has 
repeatedly said iPhone 
thefts are plaguing the 
area and urged residents 

not to walk the streets of 
Flushing while dialing into 
their phones and oblivious 
to their surroundings.

Manson played footage 
of an iPhone robbery on a 
city subway train.

In the footage, an un-
suspecting commuter is 
using an iPhone near the 
doors of the subway car. 
The train pulls into a sta-
tion and the doors open. 
Just as they began to shut 
again, a thief snatches the 
iPhone out of the commut-
er’s hands and flees while 
the train continues on to 
the next stop.

Manson also had com-
mon sense advice about 

home invasions and bur-
glaries: Lock your doors 
and windows.

He said burglars of-
ten find a target during 
the day by approaching a 
house and ringing the door-
bell. If no one answers, the 
thieves walk to the back 
of the house, open a door 
or window or push an air 
conditioner through a win-
dow and enter the house. 
In a matter of minutes they 
have often ransacked the 
premises and flee.

Burglars are like 
car thieves, Manson said, 
because if your home is 
locked, they will move on to 
the next one.

The captain also went 
through the crime stats for 
the month.

In the year to date, the 
precinct saw a 5.4 percent 
increase in crime compared 
to the same period last year. 
Murders were down to one 
this year compared to three 
a year earlier for a drop of 
66.7 percent.

There have been six 
rapes this year compared to 
three last year, although all 
of the victims and attackers 
were known to each other 
and no one was attacked by 
a stranger. 

Robberies were down 
to 67 compared with 68 last 

BY JOE ANUTA

Instead of simply ask-
ing for money, Sharon Tay-
lor decided to tap into one 
of America’s favorite past 
times to fund her animal 
rescue organization: shop-
ping.

Taylor runs As You 
Wish, a boutique gift shop 
on 14th Avenue in Whites-
tone, where all the profits 
go toward helping animals 
that have been rescued 
from the streets of Queens.

“When you see an inno-
cent animal come from the 
street looking bad, abused 
or just destroyed, you want 
to help them and get them 
into a home where their life 
is turned around,” she said. 
“People are out there help-
ing trees and the oceans — 
with me it’s animals. That’s 
the way it is.”

Taylor, who also works 
a 9-to-5 job, runs an organi-
zation called Silent Animal 
Voices Echo.

The group, known 
as SAVE, does not have a 
building to call its own, but 
instead works to find foster 
homes for rescued animals, 

place them at boarding fa-
cilities or turn them over to 
the medical care of a veteri-
narian.

The organization also 
runs on the kindness of 
volunteers who take the 
rescued animals into their 
homes until permanent 
accommodations can be 
found.

Patricia McNamara’s 
specialty is guinea pigs, 
rabbits and mice, and she 
currently has about five as 
house guests.

“I’ve always loved 
animals,” she said from be-
hind the counter at As You 
Wish.

McNamara also do-
nates her time to the store, 
working at the register as a 
volunteer.

And it is a job that re-
quires serious attention, 
because in the process of 
caring for critters the or-
ganization has managed to 
run a pretty popular gift 
shop.

Taylor receives items 
from local artists and con-
cerned neighbors as dona-
tions. She also scours the 

Police Officers Daniel Song (l.) and J. Yong Sim snag the Cops of the Month award for helping collar 
three alleged iPhone thieves. Photo by Joe Anuta

109th offi cers foil cell rob
Cops of the Month arrest three teen suspects in Flushing mugging 

Whitestone gift shop 
cares for boro strays

Patricia McNamara volunteers behind the counter at As You Wish, 
a boutique gift shop that funnels all its profits to help stray ani-
mals. Photo by Nykeema Williams

Continued on Page 16

Continued on Page 18
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Miniature sluggers kick off Little League in College Pt.
Children aged 4 to 12 revel in the splendor of spring and one of the great American pastimes
BY JOE ANUTA

College Point kicked 
off its Little League season 
Saturday, and the pint-sized 
sluggers who marched 
down the neighborhood’s 
main drag had high hopes 
for the season.

Ethan Subero, 4, pre-
dicted that in his first game 
— not only of the season but 
of his entire life — he would 
hit 15 home runs.

Ethan might have luck 
on his side, though, since 
he shares the No. 5 jersey 
with his favorite profes-
sional player: the New York 
Mets’ David Wright.

Ethan, along with his 
other teammates on The 
Little Avengers, lined up 
just north of College Point 
Park to march down the 
neighborhood’s eponymous 
boulevard to kick off the 
spring season, according 
to the league’s executive di-

rector, Rafael Rivera.
“I do this for the com-

munity,” he said. “Better 
the kids are playing base-
ball than video games or 

getting into mischief.”
Although with a mob 

of excited children ranging 
from 4 to 12 years old, the 
latter was hard to avoid.

John Buividas, 5, 
showed off a set of orange 
shades he had to keep the 
sun out of his eyes should 
any fly balls come his way.

“I’ve been practic-
ing with my dad,” he said, 
detailing his exploits in 
the backyard of his house, 
which, according to Buivi-
das, topped those of his old 
man.

City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
was on hand to throw out 
the first pitch, having lim-
bered up the day before at 
the Bayside Little League 
Opening Day.

“Little League repre-
sents the American ideal,” 
the lawmaker said, mitt in 
hand. “It’s about learning 
how to win, lose, how to be 
a team player and how to 
individually achieve.”

Halloran pointed out 
that the College Point play-
ers partner up with other 
leagues in the area, like 
the Dwarf Giraffe Athletic 
League and De Phillip’s 
Athletic Club to make sure 
the older kids can have a 

competitive season.
But even for the young-

est in the league, competi-
tion did not seem to be a 
problem.

As a group of the chil-
dren carried the banner 
down College Point Boule-
vard, the blue team mem-
bers initially  did not want 
to concede any banner 
space to the red team. The 
result was a banner about 
10 feet wide that kept veer-
ing wildly off course until 
two adults decided to grab 
each end and set the pace 
for the ballplayers.

The College Point 
league has been around 
since the early 1960s, ac-
cording to Rivera, and 
about 200 children signed 
up for the spring season. 
The league also holds sum-
mer and fall seasons as 
well.

Victoria Rossman, 5, prepares to march down College Point Boulevard in the annual parade as one of 
the few girls enrolled in the neighborhood’s Little League. More photos Page 40. Photo by Joe Anuta
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4 Ackerman seat attracts nine contenders
Meng ahead of Lancman, Crowley in raising campaign funds for Dem primary: Board of Elections

BY JOE ANUTA

Candidates hoping for a 
crack at a vacant Queens congres-
sional seat filed their petitions by 
midnight Monday and some sur-
prising names made the cut.

On the Republican ticket, 
City Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) is the sole candi-
date and will not face a primary 
challenger.

For the Democrats, City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village), state As-
sembly members Rory Lancman 
(D-Fresh Meadows) and Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing), city Board of 
Elections employee Jeff 
Gottlieb, Bayside physi-
cian Robert Mittman and 
a Flushing television pro-
ducer named Juan Sheng 
all filed with the city. 

Evergreen Chou, who has 
run in many Queens elections, is 
running under the banner of the 
Green Party and Forest Hills resi-
dent Joseph Tiraco will run as an 
Independent along with Meng, 
who is also on the Democratic 
ticket.

The board does not keep 
track of how many signatures 
each candidate gathered, but 
political operatives said ideally 

each would submit sever-
al times the roughly 900 
that are required.

The signatures mean 
the six Democrats may 

face off  in a primary that will end 
June 26, provided their petitions 
are not invalidated by legal chal-
lenges. 

Three of the  Democrats also 
released their campaign finance 
information filed with the Feder-
al Election Commission with each 
drawing from different bases.

Meng raised the most cash, 
boasting a $360,203 war chest.

Many of Meng’s donors gave 
money through a website called 
Act Blue.

It is registered with the FEC 
as a Political Action Committee. 
Anyone from around the country 
can browse candidates on the Act 
Blue website. When potential do-
nors find a candidate they like, 
Act Blue will wire money into the 
war chest.

It is unclear whether donors 
using Act Blue would have given 
to Meng’s campaign through tra-
ditional means, but $73,058 came 
through the site from donors liv-

ing in states including Arizona, 
Massachusetts, North Carolina 
and Illinois in addition to donors 
from within the district. None of 
the other candidates were listed 
on the website.

Meng had a large Asian do-
nor base, and several employees 
of businesses in Flushing like 
Western Beef and Great Wall Su-
permarkets gave $5,000, the limit 
for the campaign, since an indi-
vidual can give $2,500 for both the 
primary and general elections.

Meng also received dona-
tions from Flushing developers 
F&T Group, responsible for the 
Queens Crossing building and 

currently working on the $850 
million Flushing Commons proj-
ect and another project called 
One Fulton Square.

Lancman raised the second-
highest amount with $239,628 in 
his coffers, including a $50,000 
loan from his personal finances.

Much of Lancman’s cash 
came from lawyers, and a healthy 
portion of real estate and develop-
ment firms chipped in along with 
many unions.

In total, Lancman received 
about $13,000  from unions, in-
cluding $5,000 from the Council 
of School Supervisors and Ad-
ministrators, but that cash paled 
in comparison to individual con-
tributions. Lancman also got $250 
from Assemblywoman Catherine 
Nolan (D-Sunnyside).

The assemblyman also re-
ceived a $500 donation from the 
Zuffa Political Action Committee. 
The PAC’s corporate counterpart, 
Zuffa LLC, is the parent company 
of Ultimate Fighting Champion-
ship, a full-contact mixed-martial 
arts league that has unsuccess-
fully tried to get a toehold in New 

The candidates who filed petitions by Monday evening include (l.-r.) City Council members Elizabeth Crowley and Dan 
Halloran and state Assembly members Rory Lancman and Grace Meng.

BY PHIL CORSO

Suspicious co-op and 
condo owners in northeast 
Queens had their calls of 
foul play validated last 
week when two city comp-
troller audits said the city 
Department of Finance 
unfairly and unjustifiably 
raised their property as-
sessments.

According to the au-
dits, the Finance Depart-
ment suddenly and dras-
tically upped condo and 
co-op property values with-
out warning, leading to an 
uproar over alleged opaque 
practices. Liu’s audits also 
accused the DOF of ignor-
ing errors made by a new 
and allegedly faulty mul-
timillion-dollar computer 

system.
“The department’s 

arbitrary decisions and ac-
tions will affect many fami-
lies for years to come,” Liu 
said.

The audits came amid 
outrage among northeast 
Queens co-op and condo 
owners, who have seen the 
assessed values of their 
homes raised by as much 
as 147 percent last year, fur-
ther increasing property 
taxes.

The Finance Depart-
ment defended its numbers 
at first, but after homeown-
ers complained and elected 
officials investigated, the 
department redid its math 
and lowered the assess-
ments, Liu said.

“The Department of 

Finance should have gotten 
it right in the first place,” 
Liu said. “These are clearly 
problems and they need to 
be fixed. Real estate taxes 
are an important part of 
the revenues for the city of 
New York, but homeown-
ers shouldn’t have to stress 
over wild, unexpected and 
inexplicable swings in 
their property assessments 
and taxes.”

More than 900 co-op 
and condo owners attend-
ed a panel discussion on 
the subject at North Shore 
Towers in Floral Park  last 
Thursday, including state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) and Bob Friedrich, 
president of Glen Oaks Vil-
lage Owners Inc.

Comptroller audit cites fl aws 
in city’s valuing of properties

Delta unveils expansion 
of LaGuardia terminal

BY PHIL CORSO
 
One of the country’s 

busiest airports is about to 
get even busier.

Delta Air Lines execu-
tives joined with New York 
City officials April 11 at La-
Guardia Airport to break 
ground on a $160 million 
terminal project, ushering 
in a new era of airport ex-
pansion.

The project included 
the construction of a 630-
foot connection bridge 
between the airport’s Ter-
minals C and D, allowing 
customers to walk between 
terminals without hav-
ing to go through security 
again, the airport said.

The new bridge head-
lined LaGuardia’s single-
largest expansion project 

in more than 40 years, ac-
cording to Delta, and reno-
vation plans also included 
a new Delta Sky Club in 
Terminal C and expanded 
security lanes in both ter-
minals.

“This investment will 
support a major expansion 
by Delta in the most com-
petitive aviation market in 

the world,” said Gail Grim-
mett, senior vice president 
in New York. “Our goal is 
to become the preferred 
carrier for the business 
traveler in New York.”

Grimmett said the 
project would create 700 
new jobs with an additional 
135 construction positions 

Elected officials, including City Councilman Peter Koo (second r.) 
and Francisco Moya (r.) join Delta representatives in the ceremo-
nial groundbreaking. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 46
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5Bill could nix Willets project
Biz opponents urge U.S. Senate to vote for eminent domain cap

BY JOE ANUTA

Opponents of the Wil-
lets Point redevelopment 
project rallied last week in 
support of a federal bill that 
could put the brakes on the 
multibillion-dollar project, 
but opponents said the mea-
sure would economically 
cripple the city.

Shop and property 
owners affiliated with Wil-
lets Point United, a group 
opposed to the develop-
ment, gathered at a gas sta-
tion along Northern Boule-
vard last Thursday to urge 
U.S. Sens. Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.) and Kirsten Gilli-
brand (D-N.Y.) to vote in fa-
vor of the Private Property 
Rights Protection Act of 
2012, which would penal-
ize municipalities for using 
eminent domain to build 
what the bill calls “econom-
ic development projects.”

“This whole smelly 
process is a poster child 
for why eminent domain 
should not be used to de-
prive small business own-
ers of their rights,” said 
Irene Prestigiacomo, a 
landlord who owns proper-
ty in the Iron Triangle.

Prestigiacomo was 
joined by elected officials 
on both the city and state 
levels who blasted the city 
Economic Development 
Corp. for initiating emi-
nent domain proceedings 
against property owners in 
Willets Point. Those efforts 
have been hampered by 
several lawsuits filed on be-
half of Willets Point United, 
but the bill currently in the 

Senate could render all le-
gal proceedings irrelevant, 
since it could derail the 
project altogether. 

A spokesman for Gilli-
brand said the senator is 
considering the legislation, 
while Schumer’s camp did 
not respond to a request to 
comment.

The bill passed the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
Feb. 28, with what is known 

as a voice vote. It means 
whoever was on the House 
floor at the time votes on 
the bill, but those votes are 
not tallied and made avail-
able to the public.

Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
was not on the floor when 
the vote was taken, and a 
spokesman said Crowley 
does not support the bill in 

Lone resident of Willets Point Joseph Ardizzone (l.-r.) stands in costume as state Sen. Tony Avella 
speaks and Willets Point United lawyer Michael Rikon and City Councilman Dan Halloran listen. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Holocaust memories revisited in boro
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
Six million counts of murder.
The world knows all too well 

about the terrible atrocities com-
mitted during the Holocaust by Nazi 
Germany in World War II — the near-
elimination of an entire race of hu-
manity.

But rather than forget this fright-
ful history, Anne Golden chooses to 
remember it and pay tribute to a he-
roic family member. Her grandmoth-
er, Mirra Golden, survived that dark 
time and now Anne celebrates her 
grandmother and others who contin-
ued to live.

“We can’t forget the survivors or 
those who died,” said Anne Golden, at 
the Central Queens YM & YWHA in 
Forest Hills, days before Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, or Yom Hashoah, 

April 19. “My grandmother was stub-
born and filled with life — and I’m 
here because of her courageousness.”

Anne Goldberg gathered with 
dozens of others Monday at the Y, at 

67-09 108th St.,  to hear the story of 
Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish diplo-
mat in Budapest who risked his own 
life to save close to 100,000 Hungarian 
Jews in 1944.

Kati Marton, an author and 
former ABC News correspondent, 
wrote a book in 1982 chronicling 
Wallenberg’s heroic efforts and his 
extraordinary journey. Marton has 
just published the centennial  edition 
of her authoritative biography, “Wal-
lenberg,” and spoke to the gathering 
at the Y about him.

“Many countries have built me-
morials to the man,” she said. “Our 
job is no longer to raise memorials, 
but to raise questions to what his ac-
tions say about the rest of the world, 
including our own country, that failed 
to act.”

Author Kati Marton speaks about 
“Wallenberg,” her book about a man 
who saved thousands of Jews during the 
Holocaust, at the Central Y in Forest Hills. 

Photo by Steve Mosco

South Nyack, N.Y., resident Bernard Storch served in the Polish 
army. Photo by Christina Santucci

U.S. liberators meet
survivors in Poland

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
For years, March of 

the Living has tapped Ho-
locaust survivors for trips 
bringing Jewish teenagers 
to Poland and Israel, but 
the program’s latest educa-
tional mission focuses on 
the liberators.

On Monday afternoon, 
March of the Living brought 
16 World War II veterans 
from across the country to 
the Double Tree Hilton, at 
135-30 140th St. in Jamaica. 
The veterans shared their 
stories of liberating con-
centration and extermina-
tion camps with each other 
before preparing to step on 
a plane at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport and 
returning to Poland to meet 
some of the Holocaust sur-
vivors rescued there more 
than 60 years ago.

“All these fellas that 
you see here, they were 
trained how to fight, they 
were trained how to put 
guns together ... but nobody 
prepared them for what 
they saw,” said Arthur 
Flug, executive director of 
the Harriet and Kenneth 
Kupferberg Holocaust Re-
source Center and Archives 
at Queensborough Commu-
nity College in Bayside.

March of the Living, 
a nonprofit, hosts educa-
tional trips to Poland and 
Israel so that Jewish youth 
and others can learn about 
the Holocaust, but this time 
the liberators as well as 
survivors will meet with 

the teens.
Liberators preparing 

for the five-day journey — 
which was scheduled to take 
them to the notorious exter-
mination camp Auschwitz-
Birkenau, the Jewish quar-
ter of Krakow and Oskar 
Schindler’s factory — took 
the opportunity to get to 
know their fellow travelers 
at the hotel. Many said they 
had not spoken about the 
experience of liberating the 
camps for decades.

“It brings back the 
memories like it was yes-
terday,” said Harvey Se-
gal, 87, who liberated the 
Leipzig-Schoenfeld concen-
tration camp in Germany 
with the U.S. Army’s 2nd 
Infantry Division and now 
lives in Randolph, Mass. “I 
get chills up and down my 
back. It’s just an emotional 
moment.”

Don Greenbaum, 87, 
who lives in Bala Cynwyd, 
Penn, was wounded in 
Aachen, Germany, in 1944 
but recovered in time to 
fight the Battle of the Bulge 
and liberated the Dachau, 
Germany, concentration 
camp in 1945 with the 283rd 
Field Artillery Battalion. 
He said many of the libera-
tors have similar stories 
despite the differences in 
where they were and with 
whom they served.

“We all smelled the 
odor,” Greenbaum said. 
“We all saw the bodies. We 
all fought the enemy.”

Flug said the idea for 
Continued on Page 46
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*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

Bangladeshis fl ock to Queens to celebrate new year
Thousands gather in Jamaica for afternoon of food, market sales to mark 1419 on Bengali calendar

BY JOE ANUTA

By April, many New Yorkers 
have long given up on their New 
Year’s resolutions, but thousands 
who trace their roots to Bangla-
desh flocked to Jamaica Sunday 
to check off another 12 months 
based on a different calendar.

April 14 is the Bangladeshi 
New Year, and Queens is the epi-
center of the celebration for any-
one living in the five boroughs 
and beyond, according to orga-
nizer Mohammad Islam Delwar.

“Families come from all 
over the tri-state area,” said Del-
war, whose Jamaica Bangladesh 
Friends Society has organized an 
event to mark the new year for the 
last 10 years.

This year women dressed in 
colorful saris and men in panjabis 
marched down the side of Hillside 
Avenue before ending up at Mary 
Louis Academy, at 176-21 Wexford 
Terrace, for an afternoon of food 
and performance.

According to the Bengali cal-
endar, it is the year 1419,  although 
the country itself was only cre-
ated in the 1960s after the conten-
tious partition of India.

But Delwar said borders have 
never been the defining factor for 
Bengali culture.

“We celebrate the Bengali 
New Year in other countries as 

well,” he said, citing large por-
tions of India and communities 
across the globe that ring in the 
holiday. “This is not only for the 
people who live in Bangladesh.”

Jamaica is home to a large 
Bengali community, according to 
Delwar. 

But the event is also de-
signed to teach youngsters, many 

of whom were born in the United 
States, the customs and heritage 
of their homeland.

“We need to teach the new 
generation,” Delwar said. “That 
is what this is all about.”

They had plenty to study.
The society gave out free por-

tions of a Bengali national dish 
called Hilsha Fish to about 1,000 
people early in the afternoon. 
Then nearby restaurants took 
over and sold Bengali specialities, 
including mashed potatoes mixed 
with spices called aloo bhorta, a 
mashed eggplant dish called be-
guin bhorta and lentil soup with 
chilies and spices later on.

Inside one portion of the 
academy, men and women were 
selling traditional jewelry and 
clothing, some straight from the 
South Asian country itself.

Raihana Bari travels to 
Bangladesh each year to pick up 
handmade and traditional saris 
to sell at the New Year’s celebra-
tion, according to her sister.

Many of the women wore a 
standard outfit for the new year: 
a white sari with a red hem along 
the bottom matched with a red 
top, but Bari was selling a wide 
variety of colors.

In other places in Queens, ar-
guing over a price tag might seem 
unthinkable, but bargaining was 
the norm Sunday, said Monowara 
Begun.

“You say something is $60, 
and they might say $30,” she said 
of the customers who showed re-
strained interest in her sister’s 
wares.

Later in the evening, after 
many of the revelers had eaten, 
groups performed dance and mu-
sical numbers in the auditorium, 
according to Delwar.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Dozens of dancers took part in the event. 
Photo courtesy A.F. Mesbahuz Zaman
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The sun has powered 

the solar system for billions 
of years, so it’s about time 
business on this planet use 
that power to save some 
money.

Looking to cut costs 
on the company’s electric 
bill, officials at Swing Stag-
ing Inc., at 49-47 31st St. in 
Long Island City, looked 
into many different pos-
sible power sources, includ-
ing some that have not even 
been invented yet.

Joel Arguelles, the 
company’s vice president of 
operations and marketing, 
said Swing Staging had con-
sidered solar energy before, 
but the cost always seemed 
to outweigh the benefits.

“The investment never 
made sense financially,” he 
said, until lucrative gov-
ernment incentives burned 
bright in the sky.

“Finally it seems solar 
power systems are starting 
to get some incentives from 
the government and it has 
become financially feasi-
ble,” Arguelles said. “Now 
the financial gains are ob-
vious — plus, we are con-
tributing to the health of 

the planet by reducing our 
carbon dioxide output.”

Swing Staging re-
cently purchased a nearly 
50-kilowatt solar generat-
ing system for the compa-
ny’s warehouse and office 
building. This cost-cutting 
and greenhouse gas-re-
ducing move is becoming 
popular in Queens, where 
the borough leads the city 
in solar installations.

According to energy 
provider Con Edison, 
Queens leads the five bor-
oughs with 168 solar in-
stallations, generating 
3,420 kilowatts of energy. 
Officials at Con Edison 
attributed Queens’ solar 
numbers to the abundance 
of roof space on large com-
mercial buildings.

Arguelles said his 
company has seen a $100 
drop per electric bill, with 
more benefits to come. He 
also said his company is en-
joying the bragging rights 
of being one of the first 
businesses in the area with 
solar power.

“It feels great to say 
that other businesses in 
the area will soon follow 
our lead,” he said. “Why 
wouldn’t you want to save 

money and help the en-
vironment at the same 
time?”

John Pantanelli, own-
er of Swing Staging, echoed 
Arguelles, saying that any 
money saved can further 
the business.

“We’ve cut our elec-
tric bills dramatically,” 
said Pantanelli, the owner 
of Swing Staging. “That’s 

money that we can put 
into building our business. 
And as an outdoorsman, 
I’m happy to help protect 
the environment. I want 
my children and all future 
generations to enjoy a safe, 
clean planet.”

The New York State 
Energy Research and De-
velopment Authority put 
$87,000 toward Swing Stag-

ing’s $250,000 solar array. 
In addition, Swing Staging 
will get federal tax credits 
and New York City proper-
ty tax breaks, reducing its 
costs to $90,000.

Factor in savings on 
electricity and deprecia-
tion, and Swing Staging 
can expect to recoup its in-
vestment in less than five 
years, according to Con Ed.

“Con Edison encourag-
es its customers to look into 
whether they can save mon-
ey by installing photovol-
taic panels on their homes 
and businesses,” said a Con 
Ed representative.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Solar panels are money savers on the Swing Staging building in 
Long Island City. Photo courtesy Con Edison

Incentives make solar energy feasible in Qns

Synagogue Thrift Shop

The Free Synagogue of Flushing would like to 
invite the community to its store.

The shop is on the synagogue grounds at 41-60 
Kissena Blvd. between Sanford Avenue and Main 
Street in Flushing. It is open every Monday from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

The shop carries household items, gently used 
clothing, accessories and other merchandise.

The synagogue also welcomes donations.
For more information, please call 718-961-0030.

Member FDIC

To make an appointment 
or meet Eileen at one of 

our Ridgewood branches, 
call 347-527-3465.

No one knows mor tgages better than Eileen Cloherty, your friendly, 
neighborhood Mor tgage Consultant. She has a special, limited-time 
mor tgage that, once approved, could get you moving on a new home 
or refinancing your existing one. Hurry because this offer may 
be withdrawn at any time.

   
    

   (NMLS ID# 646652)

  “I have a super low 
rate up to $2.0 million!”

: Glendale – 65-01 Myrtle Avenue  – 74-25 Grand Avenue
 – 208-22 Cross Island Parkway 25-29 Parsons Boulevard

7020 13th Avenue 

 Garden City Park – 2435 Jericho Turnpike
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BROADWAY-FLUSHING — A woman 
who allegedly gave massages without a 
license was caught red-handed by under-
cover officers in Flushing last month, ac-
cording to a criminal complaint from the 
Queens district attorney’s office.

On March 20, an undercover officer 
went into 163-21 Depot Road and was of-
fered a massage for $40 by Soon Che, 44, 

who is not licensed to give massages by the 
state, the complaint said.

The undercover officer handed Che 
money as part of the sting and the alleged 
mock-masseuse was arrested and charged 
with unauthorized use of a professional 
title in a crime, the complaint said.

FLUSHING — The owner of a 2003 
Cadillac Escalade ended up in handcuffs 
last month after his unconventional way of 
contesting a parking ticket went sour, ac-
cording to a criminal complaint from the 
Queens district attorney.

On March 20 at about 2:40 p.m., an 
NYPD traffic officer began writing a ticket 
to the large SUV double-parked at 134-14 
Franklin Ave., the complaint said.

Jose Vazquez, the owner of the vehi-
cle, ran out of the building before the offi-
cer could finish and said, according to the 
complaint, “You don’t belong on this street. 

Leave my car alone.”
When the officer finished writing the 

ticket, slapped it on the hulking auto and 
began to drive away, Vazquez leaped in 
front of the cruiser and said, “You’re not 
supposed to do this. I’m taking a picture of 
you,” the complaint said.

Vazquez pulled out his cell phone and 
snapped a picture of the cop, according 
to the DA. He was subsequently slapped 
with handcuffs and charged with criminal 
contempt and issued a restraining order 
against the officer, the complaint said.

Flushing masseuse had no license: Police

Driver tried to avoid getting ticket: Cops

Firefighters respond 
to a report of smoke 
in the crevice of the 
stairway at the Long 
Island Rail Road sta-
tion on Bell Boulevard 
between 41st and 42nd 
avenues last Thursday. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

FRESH MEADOWS — Police in the 
107th Precinct were looking for a man who 
sexually assaulted a little girl 
in Fresh Meadows, the NYPD 
said.

According to police, the 
suspect grabbed the buttocks 
of an 11-year-old girl as she 
was walking near 76th Ave-
nue and 160th Street in Fresh 
Meadows before fleeing Mon-
day around 1:30 p.m. The 
girl did not require medical 
attention after the incident, 
police said.

Police described the 
suspect as being an Indian 

or Guyanese man in his early to mid-20s, 
about 5-foot-9 and around 135 pounds.

Police released a 
sketch and video of the 
suspect and anyone 
with information was 
asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-577-
TIPS (8477). The public 
can also submit their 
tips by logging on to the 
Crime Stoppers website 
ny pdcri mestoppers.
com or by texting their 
tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 

then enter TIP577.

Police seek man who touched buttocks of girl

Police released a sketch of a suspect. 
Sketch courtesy NYPD

Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Have your people been 
to that terrific new Queens Animal Health yet?

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s first 

veterinary visit

Expires: May 31, 2012

Grand Opening

Special
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BY PHIL CORSO
 
U.S. Rep. Steve Is-

rael (D-Hauppauge) said 
he would have no trouble 
crossing over the Queens 
border, much like he has 
reached across the politi-
cal aisle in his career to try 
and solve the country’s big-
gest problems.

Under newly redrawn 
congressional district 
lines, the Long Island con-
gressman may soon rep-
resent voters from Little 
Neck, Douglaston, Bay 
Terrace, Whitestone and 
Beechhurst if re-elected in 
November. Israel sat down 
in  the TimesLedger News-
papers’ offices in Bayside 
last week to outline his ap-
proach to representing his 
potentially new territory 
and how he valued com-
promise in the political 
sphere.

“I’m anxious and ea-
ger to go to work here,” Is-
rael said. “There’s clearly 
a learning curve. I’m not 
going to pretend to know 
what I don’t, which is why 
I’ve spent every day 
since the maps were 
finalized meeting 
with local commu-
nity leaders.”

In 2006, Israel helped 
launch the House Center 
Aisle Caucus, a group of 
25 Democrats and 25 Re-
publicans who would meet 
weekly at the Hunan Dy-
nasty Chinese restaurant 
on Capitol Hill  to refresh 
the political discourse.

“We’d talk for five 
minutes about what we dis-
agreed on. Then the next 55 
minutes were about what 
we could agree on,” Israel 
said. “It was one of the most 
refreshing experiences I’ve 
ever had.”

Since then, Israel said, 
the caucus had trouble 
gathering Republican sup-
port, which he attributed to 
the influence of the conser-
vative grassroots and po-
litically charged Tea Party 
movement.

“They were afraid of 
the word ‘compromise’ and 

they were afraid they’d be 
punished by the Tea Party 
for talking to Democrats,” 
Israel said. “So the caucus 
became defunct. I still be-
lieve we can find common-
ality across the aisle.”

The congressman has 
voted along Democratic 
Party lines 94 percent of 
the time, according to con-

gressional records, 
but Israel said such 
records were mis-
leading because 
they included for-

mality votes.
But he is not always in 

agreement with his Demo-
cratic colleagues. On the 
issue of America’s policy 
toward Israel, the congress-
man said he leaned to the 
right with an emphatic sup-
port for the region.

Israel currently rep-
resents New York’s 2nd 
District, which includes 
Huntington, Babylon, Islip, 
Smithtown and Oyster Bay. 
But redrawn congressional 
lines will rename the area 
District 3, which no one  has 
yet declared a campaign 
for.

In adjusting to govern-
ing residents of Queens, the 
presumptive congressman 
said there was not much of 
a difference in those broad 
national issues.

“On national issues, 
I’m not sure there’s that 

much of a difference be-
tween Little Neck and 
Huntington,” Israel said. 
“People want a Congress 
that’s about ideas and not 
ideology. I think there’s a 
commonality between the 
district I’ve represented for 
10 years and newer areas.”

The three priority 
issues Israel said he has 
championed throughout 
his more than 10 years in 
Congress were  rebuilding 
the middle class, American 
energy policies, veterans 
protection and protecting 
small businesses, which 
he called the greatest chal-
lenge facing the country.

“If you’re in the mid-
dle class, you’ve taken it on 
the chin,” Israel said. “I’m 
really excited about taking 
my focus on rebuilding the 
middle class in this coun-
try to the new areas that I 
represent.”

Israel said he was 
proud of his defense of the 
middle class, saving work-
ing families $1,500 in the 
year 2012 by voting to ex-
tend payroll tax cuts and 
delivering more than $5 
million in benefits to his 
area’s veterans.

In defining the mid-
dle class, Israel said he 
disagreed with President 
Barack Obama in the clas-
sification of “rich,” which 
Obama’s tax policies have 

declared as people earning 
at least $250,000 a year. Ac-
cording to Israel, a person’s 
wealth should be relative 
to his or her costs of living 
rather than salary.

Israel said he was also 
in full support of women’s 
rights, as issues like abor-
tion and contraception 
have become more preva-
lent in the country’s politi-
cal dialogue.

Referring to himself 
as a quintessential prod-
uct of the middle class, Is-
rael grew up in Levittown 
on Long Island and said 
he wanted to go to George 
Washington University, but 
could not afford the tuition. 
After spending two years 
at his local Nassau Com-
munity College, Israel said 
he transferred to GWU on 
student loans and worked 
in Washington, D.C., dur-
ing his college years.

Upon his return to 
Long Island, Israel married 
his wife Marlene Budd and 
worked for the American 
Jewish Congress before 
opening up his own small 
business in marketing.

Before Congress, Isra-
el served on Long Island’s 
Huntington town council, 
where he said he learned 
there was no partisan way 
to pave a pothole or clean a 
park.

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel reflects on potentially representing northeast Queens communities under new-
ly drawn congressional districts. Photo by Christina Santucci

Yuting Liu (l.), of Transportation Alternatives, speaks at an event 
hosted by U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (c.) and City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm on a survey gauging approval of rebuilding a train station 
in Elmhurst. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Poll fi nds Elmhurst 
favors LIRR station

BY REBECCA HENELY

A recent survey by pub-
lic transportation advocacy 
group Transportation Al-
ternatives found that about 
three-fourths of Elmhurst 
straphangers were inter-
ested in the neighborhood 
having its own station on 
the Long Island Rail Road, 
although just as many had 
not heard of the proposal.

“People in the commu-
nity like the idea of having 
a transportation option,” 
said Yuting Liu, transit 
campaign manager for 
Transportation Alterna-
tives.

Liu was one of several 
speakers at a community 
forum held by U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) April 
11 at St. James Episcopal 
Church.

The church, at 84-07 
Broadway in Elmhurst, is a 
short walk from the LIRR’s 
overpass for the Port Wash-
ington line at Broadway 
and Whitney and Cornish 
avenues. Crowley and 
Dromm have advocated 
for the LIRR to reopen the 
station that once sat on the 
overpass since January. 
The station was closed in 
1985 after ridership de-
clined, but the population 
has grown in recent years.

“It’s incredible to see 
elected officials from the 
federal, state and city level 
come together and stick up 
for transportation riders,” 
Liu said.

In response, the LIRR 

said it was feasible to re-
open the station — which 
would cost $30 million with 
handicapped-accessibility 
features — but was develop-
ing a survey to determine if 
Elmhurst residents would 
pay the higher fares to use 
the train.

Liu said her organiza-
tion’s survey had a sample 
of about 120 people who 
used the Elmhurst Avenue 
M and R subway station. 
Of the sample, 73 percent 
said they had not heard 
of the proposal to reopen 
the station, but 73 percent 
said they supported it. Liu 
said those who did not said 
they did not want to pay the 
higher fare cost .

Dromm encouraged 
those at the meeting to 
spread the word about the 
Elmhurst station plan.

Other findings of the 
Transportation Alterna-
tives survey were that 54 
percent of riders had a dai-
ly commute of 30 minutes, 
with another 44 percent 
saying they had commutes 
that were 45 minutes or lon-
ger.

Most Elmhurst Avenue 
riders said their top prior-
ity was having a cleaner 
subway station. Other im-
provements on their wish-
list were better lighting, 
reliable weekend service, 
more countdown clocks and 
more information about 
subway service.

Liu said her organiza-
tion is dedicated to staving 
off another fare hike, espe-
cially in light of all the bus 
routes and subway lines the 
city lost in 2010.

Rep. Israel crosses borders
Congressman discusses platform in sitdown with TimesLedger
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Republicans want to destroy Medicare
C

an you believe that 
the Republican Par-
ty in Washington, 
D.C., wants to end 

Medicare as we know it? 
Medicare was signed into 
law in reaction to seniors’ 
numbers having grown 
to 9.4 percent of the total 
population. Today, that per-
centage is much larger — 
13 percent — making this a 
bad time to try to end Medi-
care, which our seniors de-
pend on.

As Republicans in the 

U.S. House of Representa-
tives, led by Chairman 
Paul Ryan (R-Wisconsin), 
prepare their latest bud-
get, one thing is for sure: 
Seniors will again pay the 
price while millionaires 
are protected.

This is about our val-
ues and priorities. We must 
have a budget that is fair 
and protects Medicare and 
also creates jobs, strength-
ens small businesses, re-
builds the middle class and 
reduces the deficit.

It is an insult to ask 
seniors, who have worked 
hard their entire lives earn-
ing Medicare benefits, to 
be asked to sacrifice while 
millionaires and big oil 
are not asked to sacrifice a 
dime. Republicans will try 
to tell you that their pre-
mium support scheme does 
not end Medicare, but do 
not buy it.

Premium support ends 
the Medicare guarantee 
and shifts substantial costs 
onto seniors. Last year’s 

Republican budget would 
cost seniors $6,400 more for 
their health care.

There is something 
you can do. Visit standup-
formedicare.com and sign 
the petition. Join me in tell-
ing the GOP that ending 
Medicare is unacceptable.

Matthew Silverstein
Democratic State 

Committeeman
26th State Assembly 

District
Bayside

PREVAILING WAGE 
WON’T PREVAIL

A College Point construction business was ordered 
to cough up more than $1 million after admitting it 
failed to pay its workers the “prevailing wage” mandat-
ed for any company with a public works contract doing 
business with the city.

But for beleaguered city Comptroller John Liu, it 
was a Pyrrhic victory. Most of the workers at Mascon 
Restoration Inc., on whose behalf he was fighting, are 
believed to be undocumented aliens. Liu’s office esti-
mates between 10 and 20.

Only three of the workers have come forward. They 
will split $288,000 of the money, leaving $788,000 un-
claimed. The other workers are likely afraid that if they 
come forward they might be arrested and deported.

For them, Liu’s victory is bad news. Mascon cannot 
get another city contract until 2017, and even if the com-
pany has enough business, it will be reluctant to hire 
undocumented workers.

Construction, grounds-keeping and other busi-
nesses in New York City hire illegals because they are 
often skilled laborers who work hard and are willing to 
work for much less than their counterparts working on 
the books.

This is not to defend Mascon Construction, which 
reportedly told the undocumented laborers not to speak 
with inspectors representing Liu’s office, because they 
were really immigration officials.

This victory comes at a time when the comptroller 
is locking horns with the mayor over the century-old 
prevailing wage rule. Michael Bloomberg has signed 
an executive order that will give the mayor regulatory 
control of nearly 10,000 unionized trade workers, taking 
away a power that has rested with the comptroller for 
100 years.

The comptroller will no longer have the power to 
set “prevailing wages” for trade workers. Their unions 
will have to negotiate with City Hall like every other 
union.

Not surprisingly, Bloomberg made this decision 
without consulting with the trade unions that it will 
affect or Liu. There is little chance that the concept of 
prevailing wage will prevail.

In the end, some of the undocumented workers at 
Mascon had to give up their jobs. The comptroller won 
them money they are afraid to collect, citing a prevail-
ing wage law that he can no longer enforce. Go figure.
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A 
pedestrian is in crit-
ical condition after 
being struck by an 
89-year-old driver 

in Oakland Gardens, as 
was recently reported. The 
driver remained at the 
scene and no criminality 
was suspected.

Even so, it calls into 
question whether there 
should be an age cap for 
driving. There have been 
other tragic accidents like 
this in our borough before.

If an age cap was im-
posed, what age would be 
settled on? Eighty seems 
reasonable, but there are 
people more than 80 who 
remain fine drivers. That 
would be the case even if 
the cap was raised to 85 
and possibly 90. It would be 
unfair to bar a person from 
driving simply because the 
majority in their age brack-
et was not up to it. So an age 
cap does not seem like the 
way to go.

Another approach 
would be to increase the 
requirements needed to 

obtain or renew a driver’s 
license. In addition to tests 
for vision, there might be 
tests for hearing. Hearing 
aids would be allowed. If a 
senior failed the hearing 
test, they would have the 
option to retake the test 
with one. That would get 
them to make the purchase, 
resulting in increased per-
formance behind the wheel 
and greater safety.

But seniors are not the 
only ones who would ben-
efit. We all would. Thanks 
to cell phones and MP3 
players, a lot of us probably 
have hearing loss without 
knowing it.

Hearing is important 
for driving but is something 
that is overlooked. Think of 
the times you have stopped 
short when hearing a horn 
and what would have hap-
pened if you had not.

Reflexes might also be 
tested. That would be a big 

expense for the Department 
of Motor Vehicles. For the 
tests to be thorough and ac-
curate, it would have to in-
stall arcade-like machines 
to simulate driving — and 
the expense would assur-
edly be passed to us.

They jack up their fees 
every few years, so we prob-
ably would not raise any 
eyebrows at the increase 
or hassle of having to hang 
out at the DMV, since we 
are already there for hours 
at a time anyway. And even 
that wait is a drop in the 
bucket compared to the 
time we might otherwise 
spend in an emergency 
waiting room for news 
about a friend or loved one 
who had been struck by a 
driver who had no business 
being on the road.

Ken Klinger
Bayside

READERS WRITE

Boro athletic club should receive commemorative plaque
A

s the great-grandson of 
Irish immigrants to Dutch 
Kills, who once enjoyed the 
spectacle and competition 

that was Celtic Park, I take great 
pride in preserving the history 
of the times and places in which 
my ancestors and their neighbors 
lived.

Establishing a plaque, hon-
oring the history of Celtic Park 
and the multi-ethnic athletes who 
created the organization, repre-
sented by the Winged Fist, should 
be done for the following reasons:

1. You would be commemo-
rating the diversity and the 
strength of a group who together 
were more than the individuals 
that contributed to its success.

2. Long before political cor-
rectness was a concept, these 
men banded together on the site 
of the Celtic Park housing com-

plex to hone their individual ath-
letic skills into a team that was 
the most prolific contender ever 
competing in the arena of track 
and field.

3. It was because they cel-
ebrated their common values 
and not their differences that 
they were successful in amassing 
more Olympic medals, as a group, 
than any American team before 
or since.

4. It was they who set the 
ground rules for Olympic compe-
tition as we know it today. They 
set the standard for competition 
at such a high level that many of 
their records stood for decades 
beyond their passing.

Let us hope that the diversity 
of those living today, within the 
boundaries of the original Celtic 
Park, will convince its board of 
directors to celebrate not only the 

spirit but the foresight that en-
abled a band of immigrants, who 
collectively were known as the 
Irish-American Athletic Club, to 
plan and purchase the land from 
the Thompson family and pass it 
on intact to those who developed 
the Celtic Park Housing Project.

Without them preserving 
this parcel, the homes of those liv-
ing in Celtic Park housing today 
would never have been construct-
ed or developed as you appreciate 
it today.

Honor the members of the 
Irish-American Athletic Club and 
all they stood for with the pro-
posed plaque that displays their 
emblem. This emblem consists 
of two American flags protecting 
the upright hand of strength, sup-
ported by a pair of wings sprin-
kled with shamrocks to suggest 
the descent of the founding mem-

bers of the organization — all this 
resting on a cloud encircling the 
Irish Motto “Liam Adair Abu,” 
which translates to “Strong hand 
forever.”

One cannot celebrate the his-
tory of Celtic Park without the 
symbols that represented it to the 
athletes and the tens of thousands 
of spectators who once cheered 
them on from the grandstand, 
where your housing now stands.

As the IAAC was inclusive, 
the plaque representing their ac-
complishments cannot be any less 
encompassing. Vote to have the 
plaque, as thoughtfully presented 
by Ian McGowan, placed in a loca-
tion of prominence, in Celtic Park 
housing, for present and future 
generations to cherish.

As the families that repre-
sent the current residents of Celt-
ic Park, members of my family 

have grown past their Irish roots 
to welcome native American, Ital-
ian, German, French, Hispanic, 
African American, English, Scot-
tish, Welsh, Polish and Russian 
plus a wide variety of religious 
beliefs to match the nationalities 
represented into our extended 
family.

What all of us have become 
are Americans and as such we 
celebrate our past while treasur-
ing our future. We cannot have 
one without the other.

Please support the tireless ef-
forts mounted, on your behalf, to 
preserve the historical heritage 
of your homes with a plaque pre-
serving it.

Walter Kehoe
Syosset, L.I.

Improve conditions of senior drivingCity must restore Beacon funding

T
he city recently an-
nounced devastating 
plans to cut funds to 
Beacon programs, 

school-based community 
centers serving children, 
youth and adults. There 
are 80 Beacons throughout 
New York City and they op-
erate in the afternoons and 
evenings, on weekends, 
during school holidays and 
vacation periods and dur-
ing the summer.

They are well-used, 
popular programs on which 
city residents rely, but there 
are plans to eliminate seven 
Beacons, including two in 
Queens. At a time when the 
municipal budget outlook 
is starting to brighten after 
years of gloom, it makes no 
sense to close Beacon pro-
grams.

Beacons are vital to all 
communities because they 
serve nearly 70,000 New 
Yorkers a year. Programs 
provided a range from tu-
toring assistance to ath-
letic programs to cultural 
and recreational activities. 

Studies show that without 
such after-school programs, 
children are more suscep-
tible to falling into danger-
ous activities and harming 
themselves or others.

Ultimately, Beacon 
programs are safe havens 
for children to turn to 
while their parents are at 
work. They also allow civic 
associations, community 
organizations and others 
to meet in public schools, 
thereby building commu-
nities. In short, Beacons 
benefit children, parents 
and community members 
alike. If Beacons close, 
parents will have to either 
come up with the money to 
pay for private child care or 
put their children’s safety 
at risk.

At a time of continuing 
economic uncertainty, that 
is a choice no family should 
face.

The decision about 
which schools’ Beacon pro-
grams will lose funding has 
apparently been made by 
identifying the ZIP codes 

the agency considers the 
least needy. These commu-
nities will lose programs 
first.

In my view, this meth-
od of cutting spending is 
unfair. The Queens resi-
dents who use Beacons are 
families paying their fair 
share of taxes to keep the 
programs functioning, yet 
the city is unfairly target-
ing specific areas when 
planning to shut down pro-
grams. This amounts to 
economic profiling against 
families in which there are 
two working adults.

When the city proposed 
similar cuts in the past, my 
City Council colleagues and 
I fought successfully for the 
restoration of the funding. 
All communities depend 
on after-school programs, 
and the neighborhoods of 
Queens are no exception.

Mark Weprin
City Councilman

(D-Oakland Gardens) Contact the newsroom: 
718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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L
ike they used to say 
on the old TV pro-
gram, there are many 
different stories in 

the naked city. We will have 
to amend that to say every 
day there are many differ-
ent stories in the political 
arena.

To wit, last week it 
was Elizabeth Crowley, 
Rory Lancman and Grace 

Meng as the Democratic 
candidates for Gary Acker-

man’s congressional seat. 
This week we also have a 
new hat tossed in the ring 
in the person of Jeff Got-

tlieb, who is employed by 

the Queens Board of Elec-
tions. Jeff is also a retired 
city school teacher.

Lancman said he 
thought it was a Democrat-
ic Party ploy to divide the 
Jewish vote, which would 
take away from his cam-
paign and give Meng better 
odds at wining the Demo-
cratic primary. Meng is the 
party’s choice for Acker-
man’s seat. It would seem 
this is a variation on the 
age-old theme of divide and 
conquer. Such is the world 
of politics.

In Sunday’s New York 
Post, however, their was a 
“gotcha article” going back 
to 1971 claiming that Gottli-
eb set his apartment on fire 
and as a result was charged 
with arson a felony. He was 
allowed to plea bargain the 
charges down to fourth de-
gree criminal mischief, a 
misdemeanor, and allowed 

to keep his teaching job 
and retired with a pension 
in 2000, the Post said. What 
scandal will pop up next 
week on one of the other 
candidates? Stay tuned.

Last Thursday, the 
Jefferson Democratic Club 
had its April meeting at its 
usual place, the Clearview 
Golf Club. The guest speak-
er was Ackerman, who dis-
cussed his pending retire-
ment. He also provided an 
update on the Democratic 
fight against the increas-
ingly radical agenda of the 
GOP in Washington, D.C.

Following his discus-
sion, he opened the floor up 
to question and answers. 
The second speaker on 
their program was Capt. 
Jason Huerta, the com-
manding officer of the 
111th Precinct. Huerta gave 
an update on his first few 
months as the commander. 

All in all, it was an infor-
mative meeting.

From the Clearview 
Golf Club, it was off to 
the Roma View Caterers 
in Howard Beach for the 
Queens Conservative Par-
ty’s spring gala.

The honoree was U.S. 
Rep. Bob Turner, who 
is running for Kirsten 

Gillibrand’s U.S. Senate 
seat. Seated at the same 
table with Bob and his wife 
Peggy was Wendy Long, 
the Conservative Party’s 
choice for Gillibrand’s seat. 
Oops! An embarrassing 
moment. The Conserva-
tives had decided to make 
Bob their honoree before 
anyone knew they were go-
ing to eliminate Bob’s con-
gressional district.

At that point he decided 
to run for the Senate seat. If 
he had waited another week 
or two when Ackerman an-

nounced he was not going 
to run again, would Bob 
then have decided to run 
for that congressional seat? 
Since he was already a con-
gressman, would that have 
been easier? At this point, 
it really doesn’t matter as 
the die is already cast.

To add to the fun, the 
third candidate, George 

Maragos, showed up at 
the party to wish everyone 
well. This has all the signs 
of being one of the more in-
teresting races.

At the Republican-Con-
servative convention at the 
end of March, newcomer 
Long was way ahead of the 
pack, but the latest Quin-
nipiac poll shows that this 
week’s leader in the pack is 
Turner. Who will it be next 
week?

Some of the other 
guests at the party were for-
mer state Sens. Serf Mal-

tese and Frank Padavan, 
state Conservative Party 
Chairman Mike Long, 
Queens Conservative Party 
Chairman Tom Long, the 
Haggerty brothers Bart

and John, City Councilman 
Dan Halloran, Vito Palm-

ieri, Sal Bacarella, Grant 

Lally and his wife John 

Watch, Bob Schwartz, 
Joe Kasper and almost 
100 others. Good luck to 
Katherine James on her 
retirement from the Board 
of Elections.

Friday was Good Fri-
day in the Greek Orthodox 
Church. We attended both 
the mass and the proces-
sion route on Northern 
Boulevard and the adja-
cent streets in Flushing. 
We wish to extend to all 
our readers and friends of 
the Orthodox faith a happy 
Easter.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Boro Dems face three-way primary for Ackerman’s seat

Conservative Party head foresees group growing in strength

A
t the state Conserva-
tive Party conven-
tion, held several 
weeks ago at the 

New York Athletic Club in 
Manhattan, I conducted an 
interview with the party 
chairman, Michael Long. It 
was at that convention that 
attorney Wendy Long — no 
relation to Michael Long 
— received the unanimous 
vote of the delegates for the 
party’s nomination to the 
U.S. Senate.

Michael Long men-
tioned that the Conserva-
tive Party has just celebrat-

ed its 50th anniversary, 
having been formed in 1962. 
He believes this year may 
be the most important po-
litical year in terms of the 
presidential election and all 
other federal and state elec-
tions, since the direction of 
the country is at stake.

He indicated that the 
Conservative Party has 
grown in recent years, es-
pecially in the suburbs. He 
mentioned Suffolk County 
as an example of an area 
in which the party has 
grown.

At an earlier Conser-
vative Party function in 
Albany, in which Wendy 
Long addressed the guests, 
she was well-received to the 
extent that Michael Long 
referred to her as a politi-
cal superstar. He made that 
observation after seeing 
the enthusiastic reception 

Wendy Long received from 
the guests at the Albany 
dinner.

I asked Michael Long 
what he considered to be 
the most important accom-
plishments of the Conser-
vative Party during its exis-
tence. He said they included 
James Buckley’s winning a 
Senate seat in 1970, the de-
feat of Jacob Javits in 1980 
by Al D’Amato and the par-
ty providing the margin of 
victory in New York state 
to President Ronald Reagan 
in 1980 and 1984.

Michael Long empha-
sized that the Conserva-
tive Party intends to give a 
lot of effort this year to the 
Senate race by supporting 
Wendy Long in her cam-
paign to defeat Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.).

With U.S. Rep. Robert 
Turner (R-Middle Village) 

as her main opponent in 
the June Republican pri-
mary, Michael Long be-
lieves Turner should not 
be running for the Senate 
but instead for the House 
of Representatives, even if 
the congressional district 
is considerably different 
from the one in which he 
was originally elected.

He indicated that some 
of the main issues the Con-
servative Party will be ad-
dressing this year include 
creating jobs, deficit spend-
ing, establishing a pro-
growth economy and get-
ting rid of Obamacare.

Michael Long indicat-
ed that the strong Conser-
vative Party endorsement 
Wendy Long received at the 
party convention will be 
helpful to her in winning 
the Republican June pri-
mary for the Senate.

He believes the Con-
servative Party has stayed 
much the same as when it 
was first formed in 1962 
and sees a bright future for 
the party during the next 
50 years.

It can be said that third 
parties can and do have a 
lot of influence over which 
candidates from the ma-
jor parties win elections. 
Presently, in addition to 
the Conservative Party, we 
have other third parties 
such as the Independence 
and Working Families par-
ties. It is these third parties 
in which candidates of the 
two major parties seek en-
dorsements.

This year brings a 
most unusual political pro-
cess, since redistricting 
has changed the political 
landscape considerably. 
There has been a radical 

restructuring of some key 
congressional, state Sen-
ate and state Assembly dis-
tricts.

This is especially true 
of the newly created 6th 
Congressional District in 
Queens, which took the 
place of Rep. Gary Acker-
man’s (D-Bayside) district. 
Ackerman is not running 
for re-election this year. 
Whoever wins the Demo-
cratic Party primary in 
that district will face City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) in the fall 
general election.

This should prove to 
be one of the most interest-
ing congressional races in 
New York City.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action

COLUMNS
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The Department of 

Citywide Administrative 
Services said a fungal dis-
ease prompted the removal 
of nine cherry blossom 
trees behind Borough Hall, 
but one group claims the 
landscape leveling was an 
unnecessary Queens chain-
saw massacre.

New York City Park 
Advocates, a nonprofit 
watchdog group involved 
in improving city parks, 
said neither DCAS nor the 
landscaping firm hired for 
the job has provided suffi-
cient evidence illustrating 
the urgent need to remove 
the trees, which were in 
full bloom, in Kew Gardens 
April 3.

Geoffrey Croft, a 
Park Advocates represen-
tative, said his organiza-
tion is seeking documents 
that back up the claims 
of disease. He said Parks 
Advocates asked DCAS to 
provide a Tree Health As-
sessment report, completed 
either in-house or by an 
independent consulting ar-
borist.

While DCAS said it 
had consulted with an ar-
borist, Croft wonders why 
the department will not 
provide documentation for 
review or the name of the 
arborist.

“I’m happy these is-
sues are coming to light,” 
said Croft, adding that of 
the nine chopped trees, 
only one displayed signs 
of root rot, a disease dev-
astating enough to war-
rant immediate removal. 
“The care of trees, or lack 
thereof, in many city con-
struction projects have had 
serious impacts and need to 
be addressed.”

DCAS representative 
Julianne Cho said while 
preparing to begin con-
struction on a $21 million 
atrium project,  a city as-
sessment of the trees found 
that nine were diseased and 
necessitated removal.

“As part of the project 
preparation, an arborist 
visited the site in 2009 and 
found that some of the trees 
had fungal and bacterial 
diseases. Another land-
scape architect confirmed 
that assessment in 2012,” 
Cho said in an e-mail to 
Croft.

Calls to Cho at DCAS 
and the landscaping firm 
Abel Bainnson Butz LLP 
requesting the arborist’s 
report were not returned.

“It is our belief that 
DCAS did not do their due 
diligence in assessing these 
trees,” said Croft. “If these 
trees were diseased and we 
are going to discuss patho-
gens, then DCAS should 

have sent samples to a lab. 
I can almost guarantee that 
nothing was sent to a lab, 
so how thorough can this 
thing be?”

A representative from 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall’s office said they 
are currently reviewing a 
report from a DCAS-hired 
arborist, but could not pro-
vide a copy of the report or 

the name of the arborist. 
Instead, the office referred 
requests for such informa-
tion to the landscaping 
firm, Abel Bainnson Butz 
LLP,  which did not respond 
to requests for comment.

Marshall’s representa-
tive also said the city will 
plant a new grove of trees 
and bushes after the one-
year construction project 

is completed. When com-
pleted, the atrium will pro-
vide space for meetings and 
cultural events, according 
to Marshall’s office.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Workers stuff recently bloomed cherry blossom trees into a wood-
chipper behind Queens Borough Hall. Park Advocates is calling for 
the Department of Citywide Administrative Services to provide 
proof the trees were diseased. Photo courtesy NYC Parks Advocates

Group wants proof that cut boro trees were diseased

It is our belief 
that the city did 
not do their due 

diligence…
Geoffrey Croft

Parks Advocates

Get your Queens news on Facebook:
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Flushing HS grad on trial in subway terror plot
BY JOE ANUTA

 
Three former Flushing 

High School students were 
in Brooklyn federal court 
this week testifying about 
an overseas trip to Paki-
stan that led to terrorism 
charges against the trio for 
allegedly plotting to bomb 
New York City subways.

Najibullah Zazi and 
Zarein Ahmedzay both 
pleaded guilty in 2010 to 
the planned subway attack 
during rush hour, and the 
two now are cooperating 
with federal investigators 
in the trial of the third for-
mer Flushing High student, 
Adis Medunjanin.

Prosecutors allege Me-
dunjanin, 28, is also guilty 
of hatching the attack in 
the wake of a trip to Paki-
stan the three men took in 
2008. But Robert Gottlieb, 
a defense lawyer for Me-
dunjanin, contends the two 
men already behind bars 
devised the scheme while 
excluding his client.

“Normally Adis was 

the type of person to assert 
himself as a leader,” Gott-
lieb said to Ahmedzay, who 
took the stand, insinuating 
that his client would have 
taken the lead role if he 

wanted to. “But he did not 
try to assert himself as a 
leader, did he?”

Medunjanin, who 
was born in Bosnia, was 
charged with conspiring 

to use weapons of mass 
destruction, conspiring to 
commit murder in a for-
eign country, and provid-
ing material support to and 
receiving military training 
from al Qaeda. If convicted, 
he could face life in prison.

Medunjanin large-
ly kept his gaze trained 
on the floor of the court 
room  Tuesday morning 
as U.S. District Judge John 
Gleeson calmly observed 
the cross examination of 
Ahmedzay.

Gottlieb sought to por-
tray his client as on outsid-
er to the ploy and peppered 
Ahmedzay with questions 
about the collusion be-
tween him and Zazi that 
he maintained occurred 
without Medunjanin’s par-
ticipation.

Back in August 2008, 
the three men took a flight 
to Peshawar, Pakistan, in 
hopes of joining up with 
the Taliban, according to 
Ahmedzay’s testimony.

When the three men 
could not cross the border 

into Afghanistan, they in-
stead fell in with members 
of al-Qaeda, who took them 
to a training camp where 
they fired weapons, stud-
ied the Koran and cooked 
meals for about a week, 
Ahmedzay testified.

Gottlieb sought to por-
tray the camp as a watered-
down version of what the 
men were expecting, with 
only one session at the fir-
ing range, no physical tests 
of endurance and plenty 
of sleep for the three men, 
who were the only recruits 
at the compound.

Leaders there con-
vinced the men to return to 
America and carry out an 
attack in New York City, a 
scenario to which the trio 
gradually warmed, accord-
ing to Ahmedzay, although 
tensions grew while on the 
trip.

Zazi had berated Me-
dunjanin while in Pakistan 
for not eating the traditional 
way, not praying correctly 
and refusing to drink out of 
clay cups, Gottlieb said. He 

portrayed the arguments 
between Zazi and Medun-
janin as fissures that even-
tually grew when all three 
returned to America at dif-
ferent times — Medunjanin 
and Ahmedzay to Queens 
and Zazi to Colorado.

Ahmedzay testified 
about running into Medun-
janin at Queens College 
and having a discussion 
with him in Kissena Park, 
but Gottlieb contended that 
it was Ahmedzay who was 
in charge of scouting out 
locations while driving his 
taxi around the city, and 
Zazi who was in charge of 
assembling the bombs af-
ter he took an explosives 
training course after part-
ing ways with the others in 
Pakistan.

“By the time you came 
back to the United States, 
you and Najib intentionally 
kept Adis away from any 
plans,” Gottlieb said before 
Ahmedzay, clad in khaki 
prison garb and sporting a 
long beard, agreed.

BY PHIL CORSO

In his first candid ex-
planation before a large 
public gathering on why he 
decided not to seek re-elec-
tion, U.S. Rep. Gary Acker-
man (D-Bayside) spoke at 
the Jefferson Democratic 
Club’s April meeting to re-
flect on his more than 30 
years as a New York law-
maker.

“It was a very tough 
decision to retire,” Acker-
man said. “When you do 
something for so many 
years that you know is the 
best job that anybody can 
ever have in the world, it’s 
hard to say when it’s time 
to move on to something 
else, especially when you 
don’t have a something else 
to move on to.”

Ackerman said though 
he did not know what he 
would do next, there would 
still be time to figure that 
out.

“It’s not goodbye just 
yet,” said Ackerman, whose 
term concludes Jan. 2, 2013. 
“It might soon be my last 
day, but it will also be the 
first day of the rest of my 
life.”

When asked by a club 
member if he would con-
sider a position within 
President Barack Obama’s 
administration moving for-
ward, he declined to openly 
commit to such an opportu-
nity.

“This kid’s coming 
home,” Ackerman, said 
amid a room of laughter. 
“I’ve deprived my own kids, 
which has been one of my 
biggest regrets. I’ll contrib-
ute to society in some other 
way.”

In an announcement 
that stunned his constitu-
ents and fellow politicians, 
Ackerman put out a press 
release March 15  that he 
would retire at the end of 
his term, sparking confu-

sion over his motives. Ack-
erman was expected to re-
ceive an endorsement from 
the Queens Democrats the 
following day and had been 
assured by Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) that he would 
not run for the congress-
man’s redistricted seat just 
hours beforehand.

“I thought about it and 

figured it really was time,” 
Ackerman said. “The field 
was cleared. No one was 
running against me at the 
moment.”

A political whirlwind 
erupted in the wake of his 
retirement, with state offi-
cials lining up for his spot. 
There are currently four 
Democrats running for his 
seat in a primary set for 

June 26, including state As-
sembly members Lancman 
and Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing) and City Councilwom-
an Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village). 

Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) is the 
only Republican currently 
in the race.

The congressman 
said he was keeping a close 
watch on the race and would 
likely endorse a candidate 
in the coming weeks.

Meng, who was at the 
meeting, spoke in support 
of Ackerman’s legacy.

“I’m excited to have 
the opportunity to even be-
gin to follow in Gary’s foot-
steps,” Meng said.

Ackerman has said he 
wanted to retire at the right 
time and with grace. His 
grace was duly noted in his 
introduction to the month-
ly meeting, which was met 
with a booming applause.

“In his nearly 30 years 

as a member of the House of 
Representatives, Gary Ack-
erman has had an immense 
and positive impact on life 
not only in our congres-
sional district, but in this 
country,” District Leader 
Carol Gresser said. “Con-
gressman Ackerman has 
made his mark.”

Ackerman said he 
sought Gresser’s advice 
and support  while consid-
ering his retirement. 

“He served us well 
and with style, grace and 
humor,” Gresser said. “I 
think he has been just the 
best and I thank him for his 
service.”

The congressman also 
discussed his views on par-
tisanship in Washington 
and some of the president’s 
policies, adding that House 
Republicans have not been 
willing to compromise 
on legislation since being 
voted into the majority in 
2010.

ADIS MEDUNJANIN
AP Photo-U.S. attorney’s office

Ackerman looks back on 30 years as a congressman

U.S. Rep. Gary Ackerman (r.) talks about his more than 30-year ca-
reer, weeks after announcing his retirement from office. 

Photo by Phil Corso
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Avella proposes fl at gas tax for city motorists
BY PHIL CORSO

The rising price of gas 
is no secret  for city driv-
ers, according to state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside).

Avella held a news 
conference outside a Flush-
ing service station Friday 
to announce legislation he 
introduced, which includes 
a city-imposed flat tax on 
gasoline and diesel fuels.

“As we all cry out in 
pain over the rapid in-
crease of gas prices the 
past few months, the city is 
quietly sitting back and col-
lecting an unfair and unde-
served surge in revenue,” 
Avella said. “Not only are 
consumers being gouged 
by the base price of oil, but 
they are also being gouged 
by the city collecting a per-
centage rate.”

Immediately after the 
press event, Avella then 
proceeded to the pump to 
fill his own vehicle, shak-
ing his head when he saw 

the total cost to fill up his 
tank.

According to Avella, 
the city currently operates 
under a percentage-per-
gallon system, which dif-
fers from the state’s proce-
dures and in turn raises 
the overall cost. While the 
state taxes drivers a flat 
rate of 8 cents per gallon for 
retail gas sales regardless 
of fluctuating prices, the 
city charges an additional 
percentage of the sale price 
per gallon.

“With the rapid in-
crease in gas prices, the city 
is receiving an undeserved 
windfall tax revenue at the 
expense of its commuters,” 
Avella said. “It’s a step in 
the right direction.”

According to Avella, 
the state had given the city 
permission to move from 
a percentage rate to a flat 
rate in 2006 when a resolu-
tion implemented  the flat 
tax on the state level . Since 
then, Avella said, Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg never 
enacted the flat tax on the 
city level and has collected 
large revenues in extra 
sales taxes since.

He said his bill would 
force the city to move to a 
flat tax rate.

At $4 a gallon, Avella 
said, the difference between 
the percentage and the flat 
rate would save someone 
buying 20 gallons of gas a 
week — roughly $80 over 
the course of one year.

It is a move Avella said 
could go as far as benefit-
ing local business as much 
as the consumer.

Ken Wurtz of Kramer’s 
Service Station at 157-30 
Willets Point Blvd., said he 
supported Avella’s legisla-
tion.

“I think it’s a good 
thing,” Wurtz said. “It’s 
good for consumers and it’s 
better for businesses.”

State Sen. Tony Avella fills up his gas tank (l.) after announcing his proposed legislation to impose a 
flat tax on city gas prices. Photo by Phil Corso

Marshall and City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) allocated 
$425,000 to fix the interior pathways, 
and Marshall designated a further 
$800,000 to reconstruct the comfort 
station and improve drainage.

But to fix the sinkholes, the de-
partment would also have to fix re-
lated seawall problems, which it does 
not have the cash to do, a spokesman 
said.

Parks is currently seeking fund-
ing for such a project, which James 
Cervino, a marine and earth scientist 
who lives in the neighborhood, testi-
fied about at a recent budget hearing.

Cervino wants the seawall 
project to be included in Marshall’s 
budget for the coming fiscal year. 
Large rocks called riprap need to 
be restacked in front of the seawall 
in a neater fashion to prevent water 
from eroding the soil underneath the 
pathways and creating the sinkholes, 
Cervino said.

The city Department of Environ-
mental Protection is also working to 
make College Point a little greener, 

but critics charge that the department 
should be doing more.

DEP now is creating wetlands 
at the end of Powell’s Cove Park, and 
when the project is complete, the area 
will have less invasive plant species, 
restored landscaping in the park and 
more than 3,500 trees and shrubs.

But the department is also put-
ting resources into a restoration in 
Douglaston that community leaders 
think should stay in College Point.

DEP plans to do sewer work in 
College Point as part of an overall 
plan to clean up Flushing Bay. To off-

set the inconvenience of construction, 
DEP offered to put more resources 
into a wetland restoration, but de-
cided to make the improvements in 
Udall’s Cove.

In February, Cervino, also a 
member and environmental adviser 
to Community Board 7, had previ-
ously blasted the department for giv-
ing the amenities outside of College 
Point, even though the neighborhood 
will bear the burden of construction.

A spokesman for DEP confirmed 
that the department’s plans have not 
changed.

city and surrounding area 
for unique jewelry and 
handbags, or household 
items like candle holders or 
picture frames.

She “has the eye” for 
what will sell, according to 
her sister, but is careful not 
to buy too much of any one 
item.

“People love to see the 
variety,” Taylor said. “They 
come in and ask, ‘Did you 
get anything new?’”

And because all the 
profits from the shop go to 
a good cause, she often gets 
customers from outside of 
her target market.

One afternoon, the 
chimes over the front door 
rang and a group of giant 
bikers clad in leather jack-
ets walked into the store 
and began scrutinizing the 
purses and knickknacks on 
display. Beneath the intimi-
dating facade and layers of 
leather, they were animal 

lovers and wanted to help 
out by shopping for their 
girlfriends, according to 
Taylor.

“To see these big guys 
with their black boots and 
chains walking around my 
little delicate store was re-
ally funny,” she said.

But even with the sup-
port of her regular custom-
ers and the occasional mo-
torcycle gang, Taylor said 
the operation has come 
close to shutting down sev-
eral times.

Aside from rent and 
utilities, she racks up 
thousands in vet bills and 
boarding costs each month 
and sometimes has to dip 
into her personal savings 
to keep the store afloat.

She has wine and 
cheese parties and other 
fund-raisers throughout 
the year, but also readily 
accepts donations. Infor-
mation is available at save.
petfinder.org.

The shop is at 150-43C 
14th Ave. and open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Continued from Page 2

SAVE

MacNeil Park is seeing a slew of repairs this spring. Photo by Nykeema Williams

Continued from Page 1

MacNeil Park



WT

17
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, A

PR. 19-25, 2012      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

PALAZZO
HOME CENTER, INC.



WT

18
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, A
PR

. 1
9-

25
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

132-11A 14th Ave, College Point (Whitepoint Shopping Cntr)

Central Air Conditioning Throughout 
Professional Dance Floors 

State of the Art Sound System

Musical Theater

Tap 

Jazz

Ballet 

Lyrical

Contemporary

Modern

Jumps, Leaps & 
Turns

Stretch & 
Strengthening

Dance Improvisation

Acrobatics

Hip-Hop 

 Breakdancing

African Dance

Ballet Boot Camp

Zumba

Private Lessons

SUMMER EVENING DANCE CLASSES
th th

PRE-COMPETITION / DANCE INTENSIVE

SUMMER DANCE CAMP
For as low as $7 per class

 (9am Drop Off)

*FREE 

*FREE 

*FREE

Group 1: 
Group 2: 

REGISTER 
NOW!

 We are accepting a limited amount of students. 
Once dance camp reaches maximum capacity it 

will be closed. Sorry... no over enrollment.

M A T H .  R E A D I N G .  S U C C E S S .

Kumon Math & Reading
160-22 Willets Point Blvd.

Whitestone, NY 11357

718-678-3000
KumonWhitestone.com

www.kumon.com

FREE
REGISTRATION

(Reg. $50 per child)
Must present this coupon.

Valid at Kumon Whitestone Only

$50 OFF
EACH SUBJECT

(First Month Only)
Must present this coupon.

Valid at Kumon Whitestone Only

state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside) 
took to the podium.

“As far as what Bob said ear-
lier about lip service, well, I think 
there has been a little bit too much 
of that tonight,” Avella said, refer-
ring to some of the lawmakers who 
spoke before him.

State Assemblywoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) and City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone) had already left by the 
time Avella spoke, but Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone), state 
Assemblyman Ed Braunstein (D-
Bayside) and Councilman Mark 
Weprin (D-Oakland Gardens) were 
on hand to hear his comments.

Avella derided colleagues in 
state government for proposing 
multiple bills designed to correct 
rapidly rising assessment values 
using various approaches. He also 
bashed leaders for proposing bills 
he suggested were just ploys to help 
them get re-elected yet touted his 
bill as the best of the three current-
ly in Albany.

“I appreciate the Presidents 
Council, the coalition for support-
ing my bill. Now I’m not going to 
spend a whole night telling you 

why it is the best solution, but it is,” 
Avella said.

Stavisky and Braunstein have 
co-sponsored a bill in Albany, as 
has Assemblyman David Weprin 
(D-Little Neck).

The senator’s comments vis-
ibly upset Mark Weprin, who im-
mediately stood up and took the 
microphone.

“I’ve got to disagree with Tony 
on a number of things he just said. I 
know we’ve been working together 
on this, Tony. We’ve been work-

ing very hard. And with all due 
respect, you’re the one who hasn’t 
been at most of the meetings,” he 
said.

“I just can’t believe you would 
make a statement like that because 
we have been working together. 
This has nothing to do with whose 
bill it is,” Weprin said.

After the exchange, Avella 
went over to Weprin and said his 
diatribe was not directed at the 
councilman.

Warren Schrieber, another co-

president of the Presidents Co-op 
and Condo Council, tried to smooth 
things over.

“I think at the end of the day, 
we’re not going to see anything 
in its present form that was intro-
duced by Avella or Toby Stavisky. 
I think that all of these bills are a 
starting point and when something 
finally comes up in Albany, it’s go-
ing to be a hybrid,” he said.

But Friedrich seemed to revel 
in the brewing tensions between 
the lawmakers.

“Actually, I enjoyed seeing the 
legislators unmasking their public 
persona,” he said. “I’m going to tell 
you, politics is a disgustingly dirty 
business. You see a public persona 
that is perfect.”

Friedrich also had words with 
Braunstein, who took the mic later 
in the evening.

“No, Bob. You’ve been point-
ing your finger at me as though I’m 
the problem, as if I’m not getting 
things done when I have poured ev-
erything I have into this,” Braun-
stein said, adding that he has made 
countless calls and explored many 
avenues to solve the problem. “I’m 
trying to get something done and 
I think it’s really unfair for every-
body to have some kind of riot in 
here as though we’re not doing our 
jobs.”

Continued from Page 1

Towers
year, a drop of 1.5 percent.

Felony assaults were 
up to 69 compared with 60 
last year, an increase of 
15 percent, and burglaries 
were up to 115 this year 
compared to 90 last year, an 
increase of 27.8 percent.

Manson said the un-
seasonably warm winter 
contributed to the rise in 
crimes, since most resi-
dents, including criminals, 
are not outside during the 
snowy winter months.

Grand larceny, which 
includes iPhone snatches, 
is up to 187 this year com-
pared with 180 last year, 
but car thefts are down to 
60 this year, compared with 
75 last year.

Manson also told resi-
dents that the NYPD will be 
enforcing regulations that 
require motorists to stop 
when a school bus extends 
its stop sign while letting 
off students — even if the 
bus is in the opposite side of 
a four-lane road like North-
ern Boulevard.

Continued from Page 2

109th Pct.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (l.-r.) and state Assemblyman Ed Braunstein chat with Bob 
Friedrich at a condo meeting, where tensions between elected officials flared. 

Photo by Joe Anuta
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings

 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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5 Showrooms 
Open 7 Days!

5 Showrooms 
Open 7 Days!

Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

FREE In Home
Estimates

HUNTINGTON
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

www.uwds.com

BRONX WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD

NO
SALES
TAX!

GRAND OPENING
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

ROOFING
Oakridge Architectural

Timberline
30 Year

Architecturalwith SureNail Technology

3695
1995

SUPER SAVER!

Entire House 1150 Sq. Ft.
Complete Rip With
Removal Of Debris

Tar Paper & Shingle
Layover 1150 Sq. Ft. Installed

s

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING

ADD $200 FOR
CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1799

1599
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•16 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

TOP
UALITY!

Custom Sizes
 Available!

329
NOW

STORM DOORS

Custom Hinges

Tempered Glass
Screen

Custom Hardware

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$ NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

AWNINGS & CARPORTSAWNINGS & CARPORTS
Door Hoods

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

$349
$489

COUPON

$
$ 17991999

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

Q

COUPON

Reg $389.00

36” x 80”

•

599

GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!
UNIFIEDWINDOW

SYSTEMS, INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

$899 $899 $949 $949 189$
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Molding

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
MOLDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

1499
$1999

Attic Insulation

$

NOW $$ 499699

STEEL SECURITY DOOR

No TAX!10 Colors Optional

FULLY INSTALLED

•HEAVY DUTY Z FRAME
•REAL STEEL CONSTRUCTION
•DEAD BOLT AND DOOR KNOB
•GLASS AND SCREEN

COUPON

•100's Colors and Styles Certain Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

•Foil Backed Insulation Board
Premium .044 Gauge and
Thicker Center Locking Panels.

•Various Lengths/ All Makes
•100's Colors and Styles

SI ID NG
Fully Installed Including:

®

CertainTeed

 On America's HomesFirst On America's HomesFirst CERTAINTEED

CONTRACTOR

TM

Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

SAVE THIS AD

You Pay 
NO 

SALES
TAX

Duration
TruDefinition™

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

429 $359Fully Installed

• Foam filled frame
    and Sash
• Krypton/Argon Gas
• Meets D.O.E. 
    R5 Program
• Lifetime Guarantee

RIPLE GLASS
LDED WINDOWSWE
T

Sale Prices Valid April 1st though April 30th

LOW E GLASS 
ARGON GAS

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5ft.

TL
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Written by:�Steven J DiMare
                   Chief Executive Officer
                   Unified Window Systems, Inc.

Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing 

NYC LIC#0856560
Nassau LIC#176165000
Suffolk LIC#19279
Westchester LIC#WC22934H10
Yonkers LIC#5208      

UNIFIED
www.unifiedwindows.com

All Showrooms open 7 days or call (888)631-2131 for a Free in Home Estimate in the Tri-state area

Unified takes over U.S. Window Factory….
 We were all very proud to announce that we took over the U.S. Window Factory location at 130-11 Atlantic 
Ave. Richmond Hill. For the past 25 years, U.S. Window Factory manufactured windows and doors for residential 
and commercial use in Queens and South Carolina. At the companies height, they sold and installed $25 million 
a year in products. As U.S. Window was winding down all their operations, we at Unified stepped in to help 
complete some jobs sold by U.S. Windows to prevent those customers from losing their deposits.

The location is currently being converted for use as our fifth location so that all of our products can be displayed. 
Since Unified sells windows, doors, siding, roofing, stone work, attic insulation and awnings, there is quite a bit 
of work to be done but the doors were opened on April 1st, nonetheless.

Having been in business since 1989, our entire office staff of more than 50 employees and our approximately 60 
installers have helped to make our company one of the largest and fastest growing companies of its kind in the 
Tri-State region. With over 150 jobs being completed each week, we are also quite proud of our A+ rating with 
the Better Business Bureau.

I think our credentials also speak volumes:  

• US Department of Energy, Energy Star Partner

• National Grid Authorized Weatherization Contractor

• Building Performance Institute BPI Certified Licensed Home Analyst

• GAF Building Materials Roofing Installation Authorized Installer

• Owens Corning Platinum Preferred Roofing Contractor, Top of the House Contractor Certified in
  Roofing, Insulation and Ventilation

• Pella Certified Contractor

• National Association of the Remodeling Industry (NARI)

• CertainTeed Building Products 5 Star Contractor, Pro Dialog Contractor Elite Status, Education and
   Development Program Certificate Holder, Master Craftsman Certified and Master Millwork Certified

• Alside Building Materials Authorized Installer Program Certified

• Vinyl Siding Institute VSI Certified Installers

• Ideal Windows Certified Factory Trained Program

• NY/Long Island Better Business Bureau Accredited Business Program

• Provia Doors National Platinum Certification

For a free in home estimate please call (888)631-2131 or visit one of our five showrooms which are open 
7 days a week.
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22 Center for Women gala to honor Queens leaders
Nonprofi t’s silver anniversary luncheon to single out Matilda Cuomo for exceptional service

BY PHIL CORSO
 
When asked how some-

one could benefit from at-
tending next weekend’s 
25th anniversary gala lun-
cheon hosted by the Center 
for Women of New York, 
Ann Jawin said there was 
plenty to offer.

“There’s a lot you can 
take away from an event 
like this,” said Jawin, 
chairwoman of the center’s 
board of directors. “You 
can hear about what we do 
and have an opportunity 
to hear from a lot of influ-
ential people in the public 
eye.”

The Center for Women 
of New York’s gala luncheon 
is scheduled for April 28 at 
noon inside Douglaston 
Manor, at 63-20 Marathon 
Pkwy., with a star-stud-
ded lineup of influential 
men and women from the 
Queens community.

Honorees include for-
mer first lady of New York 
Matilda Raffa Cuomo; state 
Assembly members Cathe-
rine Nolan (D-Ridgewood), 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
and Ed Braunstein (D-
Bayside); and City Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village).

Awards range from 
Woman of Distinction, 
Community Service, Wom-
en in Leadership and Good 
Guy awards for men.

“We also appreciate 
the fact that many men help 
us and we need to work in 
partnership with them,” 
Jawin said. “This is our op-
portunity to give them rec-
ognition because these men 
have been very supportive 
of our message.”

The group’s mes-
sage, Jawin said, centered 
around women’s rights with 
an emphasis on women’s 
economic opportunities.

Since the center’s 
founding in October 1987, 
the group has worked with 
the Queens community to 
act as a one-stop, walk-in 
resource for women, with 
services ranging from legal 
clinics and job clubs to sup-

port groups.
The voluntary non-

profit does not receive gov-
ernment funding  and relies 
mostly on contributions.  
And after 25 years, it is still 
going strong.

“I think that’s some-

thing to celebrate,” Jawin 
said.

Jawin said influential 
figures like Cuomo, who 
will receive the Woman of 
Distinction Award, would 
help anyone interested in 
learning more about wom-
en’s issues contribute to a 
lively discussion.

“I think it’s very inspir-
ing to hear from our honor-
ees,” Jawin said. “We’ll all 
get to network and learn 
who is doing what for our 
community. It’s going to be 
a good time.”

A Community Service 
Award will be given to No-
lan and several others will 
receive Women in Leader-
ship Awards , which honor 
women of diverse back-
grounds who are commit-
ted to women’s rights and 
have made contributions to 
the community, the center 
said.

Women in Leadership 

honorees include Nolan, 
Crowley, Meng, state Demo-
cratic Committeewoman 
Catherine Glover, licensed 
master social worker Sasha 
Greene, Nassau Commis-
sioner for the Aging Evelyn 
Roth and Jamaica High 
School physical education 
coach Sue Sutera.

Braunstein will re-
ceive a Good Guy Award 
alongside Alan Kaufman, 
treasurer and CEO of Mel-
rose Credit Union, and 
Fred Papert, president of 
the 42nd Street Develop-
ment Corp.

Tickets to the luncheon 
are $125 each and may be 
purchased through the cen-
ter’s website at cwny.org.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Former Gov. Mario Cuomo and his wife, Matilda Raffe Cuomo, pre-
side over the renaming of Heartshare’s First Step Early Childhood 
Center in their honor.

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

EYEGLASSES
2 for $99

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present 
prior to purchase. Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends May 31, 2012.

NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
 EYEGLASSES

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 
2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. 

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends May 31, 2012.

DISPOSABLE 
 CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends May 31, 2012.

$99 $99
B.T.B.T.B.T.

$100 OFF
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, vision 
plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends May 31, 2012. B.T.

*FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

718.631.3699
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

The Calvary@Home Nurse. The same world-renowned 
compassion and care right in your very own home.

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org

Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most 
important decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a 
century, Calvary Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain 
management and emotional comfort to patients suffering from 
advanced cancer and other chronic and acute terminal illnesses. 
The same Calvary discipline of unique compassion and care is also 
provided by our home care and hospice teams right in your very 
own home or select nursing homes. It’s called Calvary@Home. 
Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home is considered one 
of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for your patient, 
but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s another reason 
why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life Continues. 
Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

Boro outpaces city in number of foreclosures
BY RICH BOCKMANN

While the number of foreclo-
sures in Queens is on the decline, 
according to new data, neighbor-
hoods in the borough’s southeast 
region lead the city in the num-
ber of at-risk homeowners and 
ultimately the number who end 
up losing their homes in foreclo-
sure.

According to an analysis of 
data from the first half of 2011, the 
Neighborhood Economic Advo-
cacy Project found that 35,590 90-
day pre-foreclosure notices were 
sent to homeowners in Queens, 
second only in the state to Suffolk 
County.

Southeast Queens had some 
of the highest numbers of at-risk 
homeowners, with as many as 150 
mortgages in distress for every 
1,000 homes.

Since 2009, the state has re-
quired mortgage services to send 
notices to homeowners who are 
30 to 90 days delinquent on their 
mortgages.

The borough also led the city 
in the number of first-time fore-

closures during the first quar-
ter of 2012, according to a recent 
report by propertyshark.com. 
The website found Queens’ 82 
first-time foreclosures — a figure 
which is down from 94 during the 

corresponding period last year 
— represented 39 percent of the 
city’s total numbers.

Those properties ultimately 
end up at the Queens foreclosure 
auction held Fridays at Queens 

Civil Court in Jamaica. Of the 
10 properties auctioned off last 
Friday, six were in southeast 
Queens.

All but one property, an 
apartment building in East 
Elmhurst, were purchased by the 
bank holding the mortgage.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) said that at the peak of 
the crisis, his 6th Congressional 
District had about one in every 
150 homes going into foreclosure.

“When we look at the num-
bers now, we see that gap is wid-
ening, so that number is now 
about one in every 1,000 ... still too 
many,” he said at his Jamaica of-
fice Monday, when he stood with 
City Councilman James Sanders 
(D-Laurelton) and other commu-
nity members to announce an 
upcoming event to help at-risk 
homeowners.

“Oftentimes when you have 
a scenario like this, individuals 
are proud. They don’t want their 
neighbors to necessarily know 
what they’re going through.  They 
don’t come forward,”  said Meeks, 
accompanied by a number of lo-

cal clergy members, who he said 
have been a good liaison between 
his office and individuals seeking 
help.

The congressman announced 
that, at his request, the Neighbor-
hood Assistance Corp. of America 
plans to host the Save the Dream 
Event for distressed homeowners 
April 26-30 at the Jacob K. Javits 
Convention Center in Manhat-
tan.

NACA spokesman Darren 
Duarte said every major lender in 
the country will be at the event, 
including Sallie Mae and Freddie 
Mac, and they can reduce interest 
rates as low as 2 percent and, in 
some cases, reduce a mortgage’s 
outstanding principal.

“If we can document and 
verify that the homeowner’s 
mortgage is unaffordable, there’s 
a great chance we can help that 
homeowner stay in their home,” 
he said.

Duarte suggested homeown-
ers visit NACA’s website, naca.
com, to see what kind of docu-
mentation they should bring to 
the event.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (l.) talks with Mavis Green-Burton, a Jamaica home-
owner who said Neighborhood Assistance Corp. of America was able to get her 
mortgage payments down from $3,500 a month to about $1,300. 

Photo by Nat Valentine
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nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc

PICK UP YOUR FREE TREE AT THE FOLLOWING GIVEAWAY LOCATIONS (RAIN OR SHINE):

MillionTreesNYC 
Spring 2012 
Tree GiveawaysFREE TREES!

   Some simple rules: 

Limit one tree per household. 

Trees must be planted in the five 
boroughs.  

Trees must be planted on private 
property (ex: front/back yard).  

Trees cannot be planted along 
streets.  

Trees must be properly watered 
and maintained.

Saturday, April 7 – Noon to 2:00 pm
Partner: New York Botanic Garden

Pick-Up Location: East 180th St & Devoe Ave
(River Garden)

Saturday, April 14 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: Sustainable South Bronx

Pick-Up Location: Hunts Point Riverside Park

Saturday, April 28 – Noon to 2:00 pm
Partner: Waterbury Lasalle 

Community Association
Pick-Up Location: 3075 Baisley Avenue

Saturday, May 5 – 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Partner: Phipps Community Development Corp.

Pick-Up Location: 1071 East Tremont Ave 
(Drew Gardens)

Saturday, May 12 – 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
Partner: Friends of Van Cortlandt Park

Pick-Up Location: Broadway and Mosholu Ave

BRONX
Quantities are limited. 

Trees available on a first-come 
first-served basis.

* IMPORTANT *
Dates and times subject to change.

Check www.nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc
 for the most recent updates.

For more information on tree giveaways, visit www.nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc
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www.queenslibrary.org
Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system.

 “Queens Library changed my life. I learned how to speak  
English and communicate because of Queens Library.”

6031a-1/12

QUEENS LIBRARY CONNECTS ME TO
PEOPLE

                                  
Elif, Adult Learner
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BY ALAN KRAWITZ

In an effort to expand its audience and bring music 
and art to Queens’ residents, the 59-year-old Queens Sym-
phony Orchestra, the borough’s only professional orches-
tra and the oldest and largest professional arts organiza-
tion in Queens, recently announced its first-ever arts and 
music festival that will bring together 72 cultural and arts 
groups presenting more than 50 events across the borough 
in a two-week period April 14-29.

The festival’s theme, “1001 Voices: discover the immi-
grant experience in Queens,” will focus on the borough’s 
numerous cultures and languages and it will feature three 
free concerts at Jamaica Performing Arts Center, Flush-
ing Town Hall and Kupferberg Center at Queens College.

According to Lynda Herndon, QSO’s executive direc-
tor, the organization transitioned this year from the tra-
ditional subscription symphony concert series to a new 
two-week arts and music festival format that will allow it 
to present events with arts organizations across the bor-
ough.

“We wanted to make Queens known and relevant as 
a cultural destination point,” Herndon explained. “People 

usually come into Kennedy or LaGuardia and then they 
leave and go into Manhattan. We want them to stay here 
and enjoy what the borough has to offer.”

She added that it was a major shift for the QSO to go 
from a subscription or paid format to all-free. The bulk of 
QSO’s funding is from various government sources, said 
Herndon, including the Department of Cultural Affairs, 
City Council members, Bloomberg Philanthropies and 
grants from George Soros’ Open Society Foundations.

“Now,” she said, “with this change to a non-paid for-
mat, I’ll have to go out there and find more grants and cor-
porate funding.” But calling Queens a working-class bor-
ough, she said that this was the right way to go.

Further, each concert will also have an associated lec-
ture/demonstration on the Thursday before the concert at 
6 p.m.

The Jamaica Performing Arts Center concert, “From 
the New World,” on April 14 included a red carpet opening 
featuring Dvorak’s “New World Symphony” with guests 
vocalist Earthman, and cellist Jung-Hsuan Ko the 2011 
Young Soloist winner. 

On April 20 at 8 p.m., Flushing Town Hall will present 
“Songs of a Wayfarer” featuring classical standards in new 

arrangements of “The Star Spangled Banner” (arrange-
ment by Ralph Farris), Mahler’s “Songs of a Wayfarer” 
(arrangement by Maestro Constantine Kitsopoulos) with 
mezzo-soprano Francesca Lunghi, Skalkottas’ “5 Greek 
Dances” and a special new work from composer Justine F. 
Chen entitled “Philomel” and featuring Metropolitan Op-
era soprano Jennifer Zetlan.

At the Kupferberg Center, Queens College, the con-
cert “1001 Voices” will debut on April 29 at 3 p.m. as a fam-
ily friendly concert with Carlos Franzetti’s family Latin 
opera “Gauchito & the Pony,” exploring musical styles of 
10 different Latin American countries told by a narrator, 
singers, the orchestra and multi-media projections.

Constantine Kitsopoulos, QSO’s music director, said 
the idea for the arts and music festival first came to him 
in 2009 after he read a New York Times article on writer 
and performer Judith Sloan and her Yo Miss! project about 
teaching immigrant teens and refugees.

Kitsopoulos, a seasoned director who hails from a 
family of musicians and is currently in his sixth season 
with QSO, is also spearheading the musical direction on 

Continued on Page 31

The Queens Symphony Orchestra 
performing with chorus. 
Courtesy Queens Symphony Orchestra

Vocalist Earthman performs with 
Queens Symphony Orchestra. 
Photo courtesy Queens Symphony Orchestra
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Fred Garbo, whose Fred Garbo Inflatable Cir-
cus makes its Queens College debut on April 22, was 
once Barkley the dog on “Sesame Street.” It’s a role 
the acrobat, juggler and mime inherited.

“Yes, I was inside a hot dog costume,” Garbo 
sighs during a phone interview from his Maine 
home. “I grew up doing theater and imitating things. 
A friend up here in Maine got the job as Barkley and 
he passed it on to me.” Garbo does have an inflatable 
dog in the show, by the way, but this dog is called 
Airdale. “I wasn’t about to let it go!”

Garbo and his partner, Brazilian ballerina 
Daielma Santos, have worked all over the world and 
their audiences have ranged from the polite crowds 
of Japan to the raucous audiences in Australia. He 
recalls that one of the most memorable shows they 
ever played was in Valdez, Alaska, in the middle of a 
blizzard. “They closed down the whole town,” Garbo 
recalls. But the show was still sold out, as there was 
nothing else to do. “People came in with dogsleds. It 
was really pretty startling.”

Though they’ve played in New York and Long 
Island, including Stonybrook, Jamaica, Brooklyn 
Academy of Music Symphony Space and other plac-
es more than 150 times over the last 12 years, Garbo 

and Santos have never performed at Queens Col-
lege. 

Garbo met Daielma (her mother made the name 
up) while he was working with Momix, the mime/
dance company. Garbo, his company of eight danc-
ers and Santos were on an airplane to Brazil. One 
of the dancers tried to strike up a conversation with 
her, even though she didn’t speak English. But San-
tos went to see their show in Sao Paulo and was so 
enthused that she wanted to try on one of the in-
flatable costumes. She was so impressed, and im-
pressive, that she came back to New York and they 
signed her.

Garbo made balloon animals as a kid but now 
his inflatables are full-size, neon-colored and more 
like sculptures. “We get inside them and make them 
move. And we have costumes where we’re blimp-like 
people. [Santos] has an inflatable dress and she’s a 
can-can dancer. She’s almost floating on stage.” Gar-
bo himself plays a character called Fred Zeppelin.

The show, clearly, is for kids of all ages.
“We’re a girl on stage and a guy on stage and 

our inventions. It’s as simple as that,” says Garbo.

IF YOU GO
Fred Garbo Infl atable Theater Co.

Colden Auditorium
Kupferberg Center for the Arts
Queens College, Flushing
April 22 at 3 pm

Answers in Sports

Infl atable Theater brings a circus to Queens College

Fred Garbo’s Inflatable Theater will be fun for the 
whole family at Queens College on April 22. 

Photo courtesy Kupferberg Center for the Arts/Queens College
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CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana
CHICKEN

Marsala, Parmigiana
Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

Eggplant Parmigiana

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

Happy Hour
Tuesday–Friday

4:00pm–7:00pm

Wine Down
Wednesdays

1/2 Off any Bottle of Wine ($99 or less)

Dock & Dine & 
Water Taxi 

Available

La Parma
RESTAURANT

ITALIAN

415 Main St., Port Washington,

NY 11050 (516)439-4960
www.laparma.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH & DINNER
(Closed Monday)

Come Visit and Enjoy Family or Individual Italian Style Dining

Birmingham Reunion — A full-length play dealing 
with the present day impact of slavery on race 
relations. Part of OneHeart Productions’ Slavery 
Project.
When: April 20, 7:30 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing Arts Center, 30-20 
Thomson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5985
Website: www.laguardiaperformingarts.org

In Laws from Tirana — Directed by Ioanna 
Katsarou. Wealthy couple of central Greece 
look to fi nd a good, wealthy husband for their 
daughter Liza, who is studying in London. When 
Liza brings her boyfriend Alfrent home to visit 
with his parents, a series of comical incidents 
begins to unfold as new surprises turn every 
corner.
When: Through May 6; Fridays and Saturdays, 8 
pm; Sundays, 4 pm
Where: Greek Cultural Center, 26-80 30th St., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 726-7329; reservations@
greekculturalcenter.org
Website: greekculturalcenter.org

For Rent — Written by Ozen Yula, directed by 
Handan Ozbilgin.
When: Through April 21, 7:30 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing Arts Center, 30-20 
Thomson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5985
Website: www.laguardiaperformingarts.org

Drama Class — For ages 8-13. Recital in June. Pre-
registration and payment required. Beginners and 
intermediate two separate classes.
When: Through June 30, 10 am–11 am
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 114-04 14th Rd., 
College Point
Contact: (718) 358-0067

Theater and Dance Children’s Workshop — 
Thalia Spanish Theatre is proud to announce 
its biligunal theatre movement and dance 
for children workshop taught by Yloy Ybarra, 
incorporating Flamenco and Mexican folkloric 
styles. It will accommodate both Spanish and 
English-speaking children. The age group is from 
5-12 years old.
When: Saturdays, through June 23, 10 am
Where: Thalia Spanish Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint 
Ave., Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Spent — Two-week production featuring two 
actors playing 20 characters from around the 
world. Billed as a physical and comedic tour de 
force.
When: April 27–May 6, Fridays, 7:30 pm; Saturdays, 
2 pm and 8 pm,; Sundays, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce (718) 760-0064; 
Administration (718) 60-0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.org
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When: April 21, 8 pm
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 
114-04 14th Rd., College Point
Contact: (718) 358-0067

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Don’t go around
saying the world
owes you a living.
The world owes you
nothing. It was here
first.

• • • Mark Twain

Across
  1. Some M.I.T. grads
  4. “Arabian Nights” hero
11. Team ____
14. Grant or Winehouse
15. Threatening people
16. Groan producer
17. Try to catch fish with
       sleepwear?
19. Explosive initials
20. Sibling of Janet
21. Computer operator
22. Political strategist Karl
23. Thin
26. Press
27. Quick like the Land
       of 10,000 Lakes?
31. Berkley sch., informally
32. Grayish
33. Oft stubbed body part
34. Pea containers
37. Circle or city preceder
39. Frau’s partner
40. Tokyo, once
41. “What ___ now?”
42. “___ got it!”
44. Without wind there is
       no triumph?
48. “... ___ perfect union”
49. Listening intently
52. First of 13 popes
53. Shakespearean king
56. Bangkok native
57. “___ be my pleasure!”
58. Advantage in battle?
61. Tappan ___ Bridge
62. West Indies island
63. Oklahoma native
64. Human activity?
65. Savings, so to speak
66. ___ Antonio

Down
  1. Agreements
  2. Virtual letter
  3. Method
  4. Rock concert staple

  5. Grazing area
  6. Harm
  7. Sheep cries
  8. Highest point
  9. Bull counterpart
10. Beast of burden
11. Current
12. Glare blocker
13. Attacker of colonies?
18. Elixirs
22. B-ball official
24. Genetic stuff
25. Join Uncle Sam, say
26. Spring month
28. ___ Domingo
29. Sugar suffix
30. Elate
34. Call offsides, say
35. Dashboard device
36. Humanitarian,
      derogatorily
38. Writer Anais
39. Regarding this point
41. Expert finish?
43. Remote abbr.

45. Providence sch.
46. Mechanic’s domain
47. Louts
50. Bob Marley, e.g.
51. Suppress
53. Unaccompanied
54. CPR pros
55. Somewhat
58. Beer container
59. Yank
60. Snare

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

 By Pete Canty
y

TimesLedger Newspapers
Apr. 19-25, 2012

Is it ST or TS ?

                       CHOIR  BOYS

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

BY TATYANA SOUTHERLAND

A veteran foreign cor-
respondent and author will 
explore the evolution of 
modern journalism during 
a discussion at LaGuardia 
Community College next 
week.

Les Payne, a former 
Newsday associate editor, 
columnist and foreign news 
correspondent, said he will 

talk with students and visi-
tors about the role of news 
today and how it affects so-
ciety.

On Wednesday, April 
25, Payne plans to explore 
the influence reporters had 
during the Arab Spring 
and the importance of in-
forming the public about 
potential injustices, such 
as the February killing of 
unarmed 17-year-old Tray-

von Martin by a neighbor-
hood watchman.

Through his decades-
long career, Payne, 71, has 
covered the 1976 Soweto 
Uprising in South Africa, 
the Vietnam War and the 
death of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

Payne was awarded 
a Pulitzer Prize in 1974 
for “The Heroin Trail,” a 
33-piece investigative re-

Value of modern journalism focus of LaGuardia forum

The Sacred Music Chorale
of Richmond Hill

Presents
Requiem by
Gabriel Faure

Five Mystical Songs by 
Ralph Vaughan Will iams

Sunday, April 22, 2012 @ 3:00 pm.

For info call:
(718) 441-8118

$15 General
$12 Senior 

$12 Student/Advance

86-20 114th Street , Richmond Hill, NY

port that tracked down the 
flow of heroin from the pop-
py fields of Turkey to the 
streets of New York City.

Over the course of 
Payne’s 28-year career at 
Newsday, the paper was 
recognized for several ma-
jor journalism awards and 
six Pulitzer prizes while he 
was an editor.

Payne is a founder of 
the National Association of 
Black Journalists.

“[Journalism] is in a 
state of transition because 
of technology, but the role 
of the journalist will always 
be to inform by gathering 
information on critical is-
sues and disseminating it 
to the public,” said Payne 

during a phone interview 
last week. 

Noel Holten, a journal-
ism professor at the college, 
asked Payne to speak to her 
students about the role jour-
nalists play in a healthy de-
mocracy and their commit-
ment to keeping the public 
informed. 

“When I asked him 
to speak, he was very ex-
cited,” said Holten. “He is 
someone who really cares 
about young people.” 

Holten first met Payne 
15 years ago while work-
ing as a summer intern at 
Newsday. She said he was 
very influential and helped 
mentor her.

Payne’s lecture is open 

to the public. It will take 
place April 25 from 3 p.m. to 
5 p.m.in the Little Theater 
at 31-10 Thompson Avenue 
in Long Island City.

“Having Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist 
Les Payne share his ex-
pertise gives our students 
the chance to learn from 
someone who has traveled 
far and wide providing an 
unparalleled look at com-
plex situations,” said Dr. 
Gail Mellow, president of 
LaGuardia Community 
College, in a statement. 
The lecture will also touch 
on the importance of news 
literacy and how the gen-
eral public can become in-
formed news consumers.

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
CONCERTS

Stuff We Love … a Musical 
Cabaret — This cabaret will 
feature beloved standards 
familiar to all. Board members 

Ben Fabrizi serve as Creative 
Director and Rachel Alt as 
Production Director of this 
collaborative effort. Musical 
Director and Accompanist 
duties are being performed by 
Susi Williams for the show. Continued on Page 32
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the revival of “The Gershwins’ Porgy and 
Bess” on Broadway.

“Since the economic collapse of 2008, 
arts organizations need to collaborate with 
each other to continue to offer programs to 
the public,” said Kitsopoulos on the orches-
tra’s change to a festival format. “We also 
wanted to find out about the various types 
of arts organizations in the borough.”

Herb Chain, president of QSO, has 
been involved with the organization for 
more than a decade.

“This is the first time QSO has taken 

role as not only performing but also serv-
ing as the hub for over 70 arts organizations 
throughout the borough that are involved 
in festival,” Chain said. He added that this 
is a new role that QSO is playing and that 
it’s a great way to help brand and get word 
out about the orchestra.

“There’s no downside to the festival. 
I’m absolutely thrilled with the direction 
of the orchestra.”

All 72 festival participant listings 
and contact information, including the 
festival’s calendar of events from April 
14-29, can be found at queenssymphony.
org. For more information on times, dates 
and events, residents can also call 718-570-
0909.

718-352-9300
                         (Across from Stop & Shop)www.dimarias.com Check us out on Facebook

10% OFF
All Catering
Over $100

Can not be combined with any other Offers 

FREE
Glass of Wine with
any Dinner Entrée

(Dine In Only)

$2.00 OFF
Any Large Pie

(Pick-Up Only)

Can not be combined with any other Offers Can not be combined with any other Offers

EVERYDAY SPECIALS

PASTA NIGHT
Every Wednesday is 

pasta night at DiMaria’s!

That’s right.

All pastas 

marked as lunch specials 

are continued all the way 

through dinner
Valid for Dine-in only.

4pm-9:30pm

STUDENT SPECIAL
1 Slice & 

a Small Fountain Soda
only $2.00

DAILY LUNCH 
COMBO SPECIALS

Soup & Sandwich
only $8.95

Soup & Salad
only $5.95

Sandwich & Salad
only $8.95

Choice of Soup:
Minestrone, Lentil 
or Chicken Orzo

Choice of Sandwich:
Meatball Parm, Chicken Parm,

Turkey Avocado BLT, Grilled Chicken
w/ Lettuce & Tomato

Choice of Salad:
House or Caesar

Get a bottled water or a can of soda!
For $1.00 or more

Sorry no substitutions.

Continued from Page 27

Symphony

Doo-wop comes to Holy Cross in Flushing
The voices of yesteryear return to 

Holy Cross High School for the 14th annual 
Father’s Club Doo-Wop Spectacular on Sat-
urday, April 21, at 7:30 p.m.

Reminisce with doo-wop stars John 
Kuse & the Excellents, the Tymes, Barbara 
Harris & the Toys, the Original Chimes, 
the Knockouts and the Encounters backed 
by the Coda Band.

All reserved-seating tickets are $40 
and can be purchased by calling 718-279-
0470 or by calling the Holy Cross office in 
Flushing at 718-886-7250, ext. 574. Tickets 
can also be purchase the night of the show 

at the door.
John Wheelen, a member of the Holy 

Cross Father’s Club, has chaired this event 
for close to 15 years. He said the doo-wop 
night is a wonderful night out and a great 
way to raise money for Holy Cross.

“It’s a nice little money-maker for the 
school. The Father’s Club is staffed by vol-
unteers, we don’t make any more off the 
show,” he said. “These are the real acts 
from way back when. It’s a great night 
out.”

-Steve Mosco

BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357 718-747-1414

THURSDAY
LADIES NIGHT LIVE DJ
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www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining 
call: 

 www.timesledger.com

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

“Let Mamma 

     do the Cooking” 

18” Large Pie
2 Liter Soda

$1399 
(Reg $17.50)

Not to be combined with
 any other offer. 

Coupon expires 5/31/12

18” Pie & 
A Dozen Wings

$1999 
(Reg $25.50)

Not to be combined with any other 
offer. Coupon expires 5/31/12

X-Large Pie, (1)2 Liter Soda
(6) Buffalo wings, (6) Mozzarella 

Sticks (6) Garlic Knots

$2299 
(Reg $24.95)

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Coupon expires 5/31/12

47-40 Bell Blvd., Bayside, 
718-279-0808

We Accept All 
Competitors’ Coupons

Open 7 Days
Mon-Sat 11am - 10pm

Sun 12pm - 9pm
FREE DELIVERY
($10.00 min. order)

Let us Cater Your 
Next Event!

FAMILY SPECIALPIZZA & WINGS COMBO

SPECIAL!!! Sunday thru Wednesday 18” X-LARGE PIE $10.99 + TAX

www.mammaspizzarestaurant.com

Earth Day Concert — Folk 
musician John Flynn.
When: April 21, 8 pm
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 229-4000

Oratorio Society of Queens 
Spring Concert — The society 
is celebrating 85 years with 
Beethoven’s Mass in C and 

special selections from favorite 
choral works that we all know 
and love. Also featured are 
operatic highlights and the best 
of America’s musical heritage 
with Maestro David Close and 
the Orchestral Arts Ensemble 
of Queens.
When: April 21, 2:30 and 7:30 
pm; April 22, 2:30 pm; April 28-
29 2:30 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside

Contact: 718-631-6311
Website: www.visitqpac.org

Bill Jacobs Ensemble — With 
special guest poet Loretta 
Campbell.
When: April 21, 8 pm
Where: Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
176-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 523-3312
Website: www.
afrikanpoetrytheatre.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 30
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 BE FIRST
 MORE OFTEN. 
 THE MOST FIRST CLASS 
 SEATS FROM NYC.

DELTA .COM 
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M QUEENS VILLAGE REPUBLICAN CLUB APRIL MEETING

GEORGE MARAGOS FUND-RAISER AT LIMANI SPONSORED BY AHEPA

ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH GOOD FRIDAY CELEBRATIONS

QUEENS CONSERVATIVE SPRING GALA AT ROMA VIEW IN HOWARD BEACH

JEFFERSON DEM CLUB MEETING AT CLEARVIEW GOLF CLUB

2 2

2

2

2

6

1 1

1

1

1

5

3

3

3

7

4

4

4

8

Vinny Tabone, Wendy Long, Phil Sica (front), 
Robert Beltrani and Tom Long (back)

111th Precinct commanding officer Capt. 
Jason Huerta (guest speaker)

Republican candidate George Maragos 
for U.S. Senate

The priest saying mass

Mike Long, Rudy Giuliani IV and Tom Long

Bob Turner and Bob Schwartz

Club President Phil Sica and Dan Halloran Carol Gresser, Congressman Gary 
Ackerman and Club President Dave Fischer

Maragos and Peter Skelos

Getting ready to start

John Haggerty and John Watch

Frank Padavan, Dan Halloran and Sal 
Bacarella

Angelo, George and Angela Maragos

The procession on Northern Boulevard.

Bob Turner, Wendy Long and George 
Maragos

Peggy Turner accepts bouquet from 
Enke Long, Tom Long’s wife

Dee Richard and George and Angela 
Maragos

The symbolic coffin of Christ

Bart Haggerty and Bob Turner

Connie and Serf Maltese with Mike Long’s 
wife Eileen

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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Free • Confi dential • Interpretation Available

I have a question about
my child’s medicine.

NEW YORK CITY
POISON CONTROL CENTER
1-800-222-1222

We are here to help.

Lynda D. Curtis
Sr. V.P. and Executive Director
Bellevue Hospital Center

or call 311 and ask for the Poison Control Center
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

It’s a hot real estate 
market in Queens, with the 
borough leading the city in 
sales so far this year.

The Real Estate Board 
of New York reported that 
Queens had the most real 
estate sales of any borough 
in the first quarter of 2012, 
with 2,919 transactions 
compared to 2,592 last year, 
a 13 percent increase.

The Bronx was up 
there as well, with a 14 per-
cent increase to 549 trans-
actions in the first quarter 
compared to 482 last year.

“Sales activity in 
Queens and the Bronx 
show steady growth as 
well as the one- to three-
family homes in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, Bushwick and 
Brownsville,“ said Steven 
Spinola, president of the 
realty board. Based on the 

first-quarter results and an 
improving economy, we ex-
pect a pickup in pricing and 
activity going forward.”

Queens saw a 36 per-
cent increase in condo 
sales, with Long Island City 
leading the neighborhoods 
with a 53 percent increase 
from the previous quar-
ter. Queens neighborhoods 
with the most sales were 
Flushing with 301 transac-
tions and Rego Park-Forest 
Hills-Kew Gardens with 
265.

Total sales for all 
homes in Queens rose more 
than 10 percent since the 
last quarter of 2011.

In Brooklyn, Williams-
burg and Bedford-Stuyve-
sant led the neighborhoods 
with 180 and 782 sales.

Manhattan neighbor-
hoods with the most sales 
were the Upper East Side 
with 543 and the Upper 

West Side with 478 sales. 
Other strong neighbor-
hoods were Midtown West 
with 214 sales and a 58 per-
cent increase in average 
home price, while Gramer-
cy-Kips Bay had 224 sales 
and a 16 percent increase in 
the average home price.

Bronx neighborhoods 
with the most residential 
home transactions were 
City Island-Pelham Bay-
Pelham Strip-Country 
Club-Throgs Neck-Schuy-
lerville with 89 and Riv-
erdale-Fieldston with 78 
sales.

Staten Island’s average 
prices were up 3 percent to 
$427,000.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Queens’ real estate sales outshine 
rest of city for fi rst quarter of ‘12
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing
New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

718-961-0030

Sunday, April 22 at 3 PM   FREE ADMISSION
Internationally Renowned Pianist Albert Lotto, cited by music 
critic Robert Sherman as “one of our best pianists” and acclaimed 
tenor Cantor Steven Pearlston will entertain the audience with the 
program, “A Classical Song Book” featuring songs by Debussy, Bach 
Schumann and Mozart. Free Synagogue Among Festival Participants 
in the First Annual Queens Symphony Orchestra Arts @ Musical Festival.

Sunday April 29 at 10 AM
Dr. Charles Agin Presents: 
The Michelangelo Code
In the DaVinci Code, Author Dan Brown created a fi ctional 
suspense story revolving around a secret code by Leonard 
DaVinci. The great Michelangelo, created a real code with 
secret messages to be revealed someday on behalf of the 
Jewish People. Over breakfast, Rabbi Dr. Charles G. Agin, 
will break the Michelangelo Code.
COST: MEMBERS $7 & NON-MEMBERS $10
Rabbi Dr. Charles G. Agin is presently the Dean and 
Professor of Jewish Literature at The Rabbinical Academy 
in Woodmere, New York. Dr. Agin is Rabbi Emeritus of the 
Free Synagogue of Flushing.

Sunday May 6 at 3 PM   FREE ADMISSION
Jason D. Antos discusses his latest book, “Flushing: 
Then and Now”
Author and staff reporter-photographer for the Queens 
Gazette, Jason D. Antos will discuss his latest published 
book, “Flushing: Then and Now.” Visitors will have a 
unique opportunity to share their memories of Flushing 
while viewing this most recent addition to Arcadia Press’ 
series, “Then and Now.” Mr. Antos, a lifelong resident of 
Queens, is the author of three other local history books 
about the borough, Whitestone, Shea Stadium, and 
Queens. Book signing and purchasing will be available.

Sunday May 20 at 2:30 PM   FREE TOUR AND CONCERT
Second Annual Sacred Sites Open House
You are invited to the Second Annual Sacred Sites 
Open House organized by The New York Landmarks 
Conservancy on Sunday, May 20 starting with a tour 
at 2:30pm followed by a concert, East Meets West. 
The Conservancy’s Sacred Sites Program is the only 
non-profi t statewide program in the nation responding 
to the unique preservation needs of historic religious 
properties. Moreover, the synagogue is the recipient 
of the fi rst-ever Historic Synagogue Fund award: a challenge grant for the 
restoration of its monumental stained glass windows and wood sash.

Sat., May 12 & 19 at 8:00 PM & Sun., May 13 at 3:00 PM
Gypsy - The Musical  Presented by FSF Community Theatre Group. For more 
information and tickets, please call (718) 229-8547 or email fsfctg@yahoo.com
COST: SATURDAYS $16 ($14 SENIORS 60+ / KIDS 12 & UNDER
SUNDAY $14 (ALL SEATS)

Wed., May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 at 7:30 PM
2012 Adult Education Program Presents: The Evolution of God  
As part of his annual series of adult education programming at Free Synagogue, 
Cantor Steven Pearlston invites you to come and learn about, “The Evolution of God.”
COST: NON-MEMBERS $5 PER CLASS OR PREPAYMENT OF 5 CLASSES $20

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, HIP, 
Oxford, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet Guardian, 

Magnicare, UHC, NYC Ship, Power Authority, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include

191-20 Northern Blvd. Flushing, NY 11358, 

 

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

CREATE YOUR SMILE

w w w . t o o t h n y . c o m

NEW PATIENT 
SPECIAL
$$$$$$$$$$$$$ CLEANING

EXAM &
X-RAYS.

IPAD 2
SAVEOR $$$$$$$$$$$7777777777774444444444444555555555555

WITH INVISALIGN TREATMENT
Full & Partial Treatments.

DENTAL
IMPLANTS
ONLY EACH$$$$$$$$$$$7777777777779999999999999555555555555
Post & Crown Additional.

Call for your 
FREE

Consultation

7 1 8 . 8 8 6 . 6 8 4 3
61-07 Utopia Pkwy. 2FL Fresh Meadows
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DOUBLE PANE 
WINDOWS

$179
Fully Welded! Energy Effi cient!

*Up to a Giant 101 U.I.

Completely Installed!

516-564-4400
FREE
In Home

Estimates!

SHOWROOM
1096 Grand Ave.
South Hempstead

Just Off Exit 20 s On Southern State Pkwy
Suffolk Lic#49650-H Nassau Lic#H0811550000 NYC Lic#1419391

 Guaranteed Energy Savings...in Writing!
 Lifetime Glass Breakage Warranty
 Lifetime Parts & Labor Warranty

$500 OFF 
ROOFING

Min. 1500 sq. ft. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$2000 OFF 
VINYL SIDING

Min. 1500 sq. ft. Not to be combined with any other offer.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Ask New Yorkers about 

city wildlife and they will 
probably tell harrowing 
tales of dodging sidewalk 
pigeons and subway rats.

Seeking to change the 
conventional wisdom that 
one must travel to the far 
reaches of upstate or out 
east to revel in the great 
outdoors, a collection of 
environmentally minded 
people is busy culling foot-
age for the documentary 
“Jamaica Bay Lives!”

“I’m kind of the cheer-
leader-in-chief of the proj-
ect,” said Dan Hendrick, 
the communications direc-
tor at the New York League 
of Conservation Voters, 
who authored a book about 
the bay in 2004. “The movie 
itself is about the fight to 
save Jamaica Bay and the 
story will be told by people 
with amazing connections 
to the bay.”

Hendrick and the film 
crew used a number of 
people not normally asso-
ciated with environmental 
preservation. From Rus-
sian and Indo-Caribbean 
immigrants to lifelong 
Broad Channel residents, 
Hendrick said everyone 
has taken to the task of sav-
ing the bay.

“Last year the Region-
al Planning Association 
revealed a study about Ken-
nedy [Airport] and how it 
might have to expand to ac-
commodate future growth,” 
said Hendrick, who is work-
ing with David Sigal, direc-
tory of photography for the 
project. “We had a meeting 
in Broad Channel and it 
was furious. About 200 peo-
ple showed and packed the 
American Legion, fright-
ened and angry. I took it as 
a sign.”

Situated in southern 
Queens and eastern Brook-
lyn, the bay lies at the far 
end of the Rockaways A 
train. About 40 minutes 
from Manhattan by train, 
blocks of apartments sud-
denly give way to marshes 

and exotic egrets replace 
the common pigeon.

The park’s unique 
landscape contains a vari-
ety of rare native habitats, 
including a salt marsh, 
upland field and woods, 
brackish water ponds and 
an open expanse of bay. 
The Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge is one of the most 
significant bird sanctuar-
ies in the Northeast, with 
more than 330 bird species 
sighted over the last 25 
years.

The bay is also home 
to an array of reptiles, am-
phibians, small mammals, 
more than 60 species of but-
terflies and a large popula-
tion of horseshoe crabs.

Even with all of that 
natural beauty, the bay 
faced challenges under 
the harsh realities of the 
post-Industrial Revolu-
tion world. Factories and 
landfills developed along 
the bay; John F. Kennedy 
International Airport flew 
in and filled the air with a 
decidedly different type of 
bird; and four sewage treat-
ment plants dumped a sick-
ening amount of human 
waste into the once idyllic 
waters.

“Jamaica Bay became 
a living toilet bowl for 
Brooklyn and Queens,” 
said Hendrick. “Every-
thing was dumped in the 
water — even dead bodies 
from time to time.”

Times and minds are 
changing, as a multimil-

lion-dollar project to build 
marsh islands in Jamaica 
Bay is expected to restore 
eroding wetlands and help 
keep the waterway a viable 
ecosystem.

The U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, together 
with state and city agen-
cies, launched a $19 mil-
lion project in December to 
rebuild a 40-acre marsh is-
land known as Yellow Bar 
Hassock. The island, when 
completed, will filter chem-
icals, stabilize the shore-
line and provide habitat for 
plants and fish.

“The timing is right 
to tell this story,” said Hen-
drick. “We want to elevate 
Jamaica Bay to its place 
as one of the greatest estu-
aries in the country. And 
we’re well on our way.”

Hendrick is inviting 
the public to submit pic-
tures and videos signify-
ing their own connection 
to the bay for inclusion in 
the film. Any footage, pho-
tographs or suggestions 
should be e-mailed to jamai-
cabaylives@gmail.com.

“We’re not looking to 
make millions of dollars 
with the film. It’s a labor of 
love and a chance to shed 
some light on a fantastic yet 
overlooked place,” he said, 
adding it will take about a 
year to complete the film.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Documentary focuses 
on saving Jamaica Bay 

Director of photography David Sigal (l.) and Dan Hendrick (r.) in-
terview an advocate for the film “Jamaica Bay Lives!” 

Photo courtesy Brian Stuss

Chiropractic

Physiotherapy

Rehabilitation

Natural Medicine

Lymph Therapy

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted.

Medicare
Medicaid

  Manhattan
Tel: 212-736-1234
12 W. 32nd St. 2Fl.
New York, NY 10001

 Woodside 
65-48 Woodside Ave.
Woodside, NY 11377

Coming Soon   

Best Management with Natural Holistic Power

     Natural Holistic Power

Little Neck
Tel: 718-279-1234

255-12 Northern Blvd.
Little Neck, NY 11362

Neck Pain
Sciatica
Low Back Pain
Arm/Wrist/Hand 
Pain
Headaches
Hip/Leg Pain
Herniated Discs

Scoliosis
Shoulder Pain
Irritability
Stress Reduction
TMJ
Sports Injuries
Running & 
Exercise Injuries

Work-Related Injuries & Car Accidents

We treat...

FREE Consultation
with this ad. 

Call for an Appointment.
Offer expires in 30 days.

Visit us online: www.anmcn.org
Or email us: chirolymph@gmail.com
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Learn about treatment, technology and rehabilitation support 
available to you from the orthopaedic specialists at The Bone 
and Joint Hospital of Queens.

Program will focus on the hand, back, shoulder, hip and knee 
including  demonstrations for home exercises. Vestibular assessments 
(balance and gait) will be performed in the Lang Lobby.

Whether your pain comes from arthritis or an injury, find out 
how to get relief, right now, right here in Queens. To RSVP for 
this event, or for more information, including parking:

Call 800-282-6684

Please join us for a Community Symposium  
on Bones, Muscles and Joints

Ranked Among Top 5% in the Nation for Joint Replacement, Five-Star Rated for Overall Orthopedic Services (2011-2012)
Ranked #5 in New York for Joint Replacement and Spine Surgery (2012), Recipient of HealthGrades Joint Replacement Excellence Award™ (2010-2012)

THE BONE AND JOINT  HOSPITAL OF QUEENS

Wednesday, April 25th
Registration: 12:30 p.m.  Program: 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

New York Hospital Queens, Lang Auditorium
56-45 Main Street, Flushing NY 11355

Expertise you trust.
Service you deserve.

A higher level of Orthopaedic and 
Rehabilitative care. Right here.

nyhq.org
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Bayside and College Point Little Leagues kicked off their 
seasons with Opening Day parades over the weekend. 
(Clockwise from top l.) dozens of youngsters march along 
College Point Boulevard; Ethan Subero, (l.) 4, and John 
Buividas, 5, play on a fence at College Place; Dallas Malone, 
5, pokes Gary Malone in the head; Mike Iocco, 7, of Bayside 
(front) shouts out his allegiance to the New York Mets; Jack 
Ryan and Ava Nicole Marian watch the parade from their 
seats; players and coaches from H&D Maintenance Co. walk 
up Bell Boulevard; and Shawn Moffatt helps to hold the ban-
ner. Photos by Joe Anuta and Christina Santucci

Little League Parades
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Ronald Rosen, D.V.M.
Michael Ferber, D.V.M.
Rob Foley, D.V.M.
Megan Kelleher, D.V.M.
Terry Eylers, D.V.M.

718-423-9600
WE’VE MOVED! 42-02 215th St. Bayside, NY 11361

FREE PARKING www.nsah.biz
Call For Hours (Evening & Weekend Appointments Available)

Full Service Hospital Providing Exceptional
Care to Companion Animals

Affiliated With 516-783-9100

We Now Offer Physical 
Therapy & Underwater 

Treadmill, Senior Citizen 
& Multi-Pet Discounts

Treating Your Pet Like Family For 
Over 3 Generations

OF DOUGLASTON

FREE 
X-RAYS & EXAM

CALL 718-631-3030
for an appointment

Douglaston Plaza - 242-02 61st Avenue
Above Macy’s - PLENTY OF FREE PARKING

FOR NEW PATIENTS ONLY

Call and make an appointment for family & friends.

FUN RAFFLE
Tuesday April 24th
9:00 AM to 8:00 PM

WWW.PREFERREDENTAL.COM
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BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilmen Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) and David Greenfield 
(D-Brooklyn) joined with 
the heads of nonprofits at 
the Museum of the Moving 
Image in Astoria Tuesday 
to announce legislation 
against a proposal to have 
nonprofits and cultural 
institutions pay for their 
trash pickup.

“It is a wrongheaded 
policy at a very difficult 
time,” Van Bramer said.

After the city Sanita-
tion Department proposed 
that groups located in 
buildings with property 
tax exemptions would be 
charged a service fee for 
their garbage collection, 
Greenfield introduced leg-
islation in February ex-
empting nonprofits.

The councilmen said 
the proposal would cost 
nonprofits a collective $17 

million, even though May-
or Michael Bloomberg’s 
proposed budget already 
has $50 million in cuts to 
cultural institutions and 
the arts.

“To add on to those 
cuts, the new trash tax is 
really outrageous,” Green-
field said.

The department did 
not respond to requests for 
comment as of Tuesday af-
ternoon press time.

Last week, Van Bram-
er added amendments to 
the bill that would extend 
exemptions to numerous 
cultural institutions. The 
bill’s current language in-
cludes nonprofits, houses 
of worship and nonprofit 
corporations that operate 
public libraries, museums, 
botanical gardens, zoos, 
memorials and other facili-
ties.

Van Bramer said 35th 
Avenue in Astoria — which 
is not only the home of the 

Museum of the Moving 
Image but also Kaufman 
Astoria Studios, a movie 
theater, two schools and 
many restaurants — is a 
strip where the city has in-
vested money. He said cul-
tural institutions like the 
museum draw people who 

want to live in the city, em-
ploy its residents and help 
the economy.

“They’re all doing in-
credible work that keeps 
our city the cultural art 
mecca of the world,” he 
said.

Bishop Mitchell Tay-

lor, founder of the East Riv-
er Development Alliance, 
which operates multiple 
programs to help public 
housing residents in west-
ern Queens, said exemp-
tions help his organization 
do the work it needs to do 
and that the exemptions 

should be considered grants 
to help the organizations.

“I think it’s important 
for us to go back to why 
nonprofit status was estab-
lished in the beginning,” 
Taylor said.

Sheila Lewandowski, 
founder of the Long Island 
City theater The Chocolate 
Factory, said arts organiza-
tions struggle to keep their 
programming going, but ex-
emptions and funding from 
the city, state and founda-
tions help subsidize that. 
To be forced to divert the 
money would hurt the or-
ganizations and those who 
work for them, she said.

“Don’t take the money 
out of the artist’s pocket,” 
Lewandowski said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

City Councilmen Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) and David Greenfield (second from r.) speak with heads of 
nonprofits and cultural institutions about their legislation to prevent the organizations from having 
to pay for trash pickup. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Proposed bill blocks trash charge for culturals 



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
PR. 19-25, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

NE

43

 The program is available to Con Edison residential electric customers who live in one-
to-four unit homes. Refrigerators and freezers must be in working condition, owned by 
the resident, and must be a minimum of 10 cubic feet in size, using inside measurements. 
JACO Environmental is the Con Edison contractor responsible for pick-up and recycling 
of refrigerators and freezers. Limit two units per residential address.

$50
REBATE

$100
A YEAR

ON ENERGY

SAVE UP TO

Get $50 For Recycling 
Your Old Fridge or Freezer
Your freezer or old, working second fridge can cost a lot to run. If you don’t 
use it often, call the Green Team and we’ll recycle it for free. You’ll save 
money and energy, get a $50 rebate, and help keep harmful materials out 
of landfi lls. 

To schedule a FREE weekday or Saturday pick up, 
call 1-800-430-9505 or visit conEd.com/greenteam 

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY R ATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic 
for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), 
and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance 
transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for 
all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of 
each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 
or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There 
is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign 
transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Federally isured by NCUA

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go to  
nymcu.org to apply today!
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Would you eat a choco-
late marshmallow? How 
about one in butterscotch 
flavor? Or maybe tomato?

All these flavors and 
many more are for sale at 
Mitchmallows, an online 
marshmallow shop that is 
the brainchild of Manhat-
tanite Mitchell Greenberg 
and one of many businesses 
that work out of the Entre-
preneur Space in Long Is-
land City.

From grape and cream-
sicle to maple syrup pan-
cake and pretzels and beer, 
Greenberg’s Mitchmallows 
are desserts that can be 
sweet but also savory.

“Candy is memories,” 
Greenberg said, “and it 
brings back great memo-
ries for people.”

After putting in more 
than 20 years as a produc-
tion designer for theater 
and television, Greenberg 
decided he needed a differ-
ent type of change in scen-
ery. He started to wonder 
how to make a marshmal-
low.

“I’d always been a huge 
fan of candy, but I never 
made any candy,” he said.

Greenberg spent about 
a year learning how to 
make marshmallows on 
his own through online 
research and YouTube vid-
eos as well as trying out a 
myriad of flavors. He later 
discovered the Entrepre-
neur Space, a food business 
incubator, at 36-45 37th St. 
in Long Island City, where 
startups can use a kitchen 
and get resources in how to 
grow their business, from a 

newspaper story.
Joining the Entrepre-

neur Space allowed him to 
make larger batches as well 

as benefit from the guid-
ance of Kathrine Gregory, 
whose consulting firm Mi 
Kitchen es su Kitchen runs 

the space in a partnership 
with the Queens Economic 
Development Corp.

“Mitchmallows would 
be lost if it wasn’t for the 
Entrepreneur Space,” he 
said.

In addition to being a 
designer, Greenberg also 
graduated from Ringling 
Brothers and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus Clown Col-
lege. He said his design 
background taught him 
how to present and be cre-
ative with the product, 
while his clown training 
taught him to inject humor 
into advertising it.

“Marshmallows are 
pretty silly,” Greenberg 
said. “It’s not a very serious 
food.”

In addition to sell-
ing through his website, 
Greenberg also does cater-

ing, combining marshmal-
lows with other foods to 
make tasty treats. Some of 
these combinations include 
vanilla marshmallows 
with chocolate and graham 
crackers to make s’mores 
or melting a tomato marsh-
mallow on a mini-baguette, 
lettuce and a piece of bacon 
to make a marshmallow 
BLT.

Greenberg hopes to 
start selling wholesale soon 
and to make more types of 
marshmallows.

“It’s my dream to make 
an entire meal in marsh-
mallow form, soup to nuts,” 
Greenberg said.

Mitchmallows can be 
ordered in packs of 18 for 
$16.95 or more from mitch-
mallows.com.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDARFUND-RAISERS

Mitchell Greenberg sells unique flavors of marshmallows, or 
“Mitchmallows,” out of Long Island City’s Entrepreneur Space. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

Marshmallows redefi ned by LIC incubator
Production designer introduces his unique candy creations to the world through new biz space

Youth Tech Initiative 
Program — Increase your 
employability. Free advanced 
training in Microsoft Word 
for anyone ages 16-24. 
Participants will have the 
opportunity to take the 
Microsoft Offi ce Specialist 
exam at the end of training to 
become Microsoft Certifi ed.
When: Tuesdays, through May 
22, 6 pm–8 pm
Where: The Daughters of 
Isis Foundation Offi ce, 148-14 
Liberty Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (917) 292-5176; 
loliver24@verizon.net
Website: luecorp.tripod.com

IMTI Open House — Learn 
about evening training 
certifi cation classes in 
electrical technician, 
HVAC technician, plumbing 
technician and electronics 
systems technician careers, 
including solar. School tours, 
fi nancial aid information will 
be available.
When: April 17, 7 pm and April 

24, 7 pm
Where: Con Edison Learning 
Center, 43-82 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City

ABCs of Networking — 
Workshop offering a beginner 
networking workshop to help 
new members come out of 
their shell and make the most 
of their membership to Queens 
Chamber of Commerce.
When: April 20, 8:30–10 am
Where: Bulova Center, 75-20 
Astoria Blvd., Ste. 140, Jackson 
Heights

Powerful You! Women’s 
Network —  A new Queens 
chapter of the national 
organization that empowers 
and supports women in 
their business, personal and 
spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each 
month, noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers 
$40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 

Douglaston Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, 
gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.net, 
(718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.
com

Power Networking Group —  
Led by Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 
35-01 Bell Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer 
at HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 
423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 
Titans) Weekly Meeting —  BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that 
allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or 
specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to 
further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact 
chapter president Martin Koos 
to arrange a visit.

When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf 
Course, 202-12 Willets Point 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 
488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals 
Chapter —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only 
one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to 
join a chapter. BNI Provides 
positive, supportive and 
structured environment to 
further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact 
Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 
Union Tnpk., Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 
276-8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.
com

Flushing Council on Culture 
and the Arts Annual Gala — 
Come celebrate our diversity, 
our arts and our community. 
For tickets logon to www.
fl ushingtownhall.org.
When: April 19, 6 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-
35 Northern Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Dinner-Dance — Honoring Pat 
Dolan, Mike Miller and others. 
RSVP.
When: April 19, 6:30 pm
Where: Riccardo’s, 21-01 24th 
Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 721-7777
Website: www.riccardos.com

A Walk to Benefi t People with 
Developmental Disabilities — 
5 Mile Walk to Kissena Park and 
Back to Queens CP for Brunch. 
Tee shirts will be distributed 
to walkers who raise $25 or 
more. Participate in Footsteps 
for Progress, Queens Center for 

Progress.
When: April 21, 8:30 pm
Where: Queens Center for 
Progress Building, 81-15 164th 
St., Jamaica

Earth Day Walk 4 APEC — Join 
APEC for a leisurely walk along 
Little Neck Bay.
When: April 22, 9 am
Where: Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 229-4000

Center for Women of New 
York Gala — Honoring the 
exceptional women and men of 
distinction in our community. 
Honorees will include Woman 
of Distinction Matilda Raffa 
Cuomo, former fi rst lady of New 
York, Assemblywoman Cathy 
Nolan, Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley, Assemblywoman Grace 
Meng and others.
When: April 28, noon
Where: Douglaston Manor 
and Golf Club, 6230 Marathon 
Parkway, Douglaston

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger
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and New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development 

 
sponsor 

 

INFORMATIONAL FORUM 
FOR HOME OWNERS 

 

 

 
Information for residential property owners on issues such as: 

- property tax exemptions 
- foreclosure prevention 

- building permits 

- lead safety 
- pest control 

- low-interest home repair loans 
                     

Wednesday, April 25, 2012 

 

6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 
 

Public School 188Q, The Kingsbury School 
218-12 Hartland Avenue 

Oakland Gardens, New York 11364 
 
 

For more information, 
contact Council Member Mark Weprin’s of�ce 

at (718) 468-0137. 

New York City Council Member 
Mark Weprin 

 

 

STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates offered to first
500 Customers till June 4.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.
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York state, where it is cur-
rently banned.

Under Lancman’s ex-
penditures, the political 
consulting firm Parkside 
Group was listed, although 
the company said the ex-
penditures were left over 
from Lancman’s ill-fated 
campaign against U.S. Rep. 
Bob Turner (R-Middle Vil-
lage) before the Queens 
Democrats instead picked 
Assemblyman David We-
prin (D-Little Neck) to run.

Crowley raised the 
least amount of the three, 
coming in at $100,050.

She also received funds 
from two public officials. 
Crowley gave herself $500 
and Assemblyman Michael 
Miller (D-Woodhaven) 
forked over $250 to the 
councilwoman. Miller did 
not formally endorse Crow-
ley after she announced 
her run last month, but his 
father was named on a com-
mittee picked by Crowley 
to fill her spot should she 
suddenly have to drop out 
of the race.

Not one individual do-

nor of Crowley’s gave the 
maximum $5,000, whereas 
the other two candidates 
boasted many such donors. 
Instead, the only $5,000 
checks came from Crow-
ley’s union supporters.

The International As-
sociation of Firefighters 
gave Crowley $5,000, along 
with Metal Lathers Lo-
cal 46. The International 
Union of Painters and Al-
lied Trades gave Crowley 
$10,000, which might be 
related to many individu-
als working at painting 
companies that donated to 
Crowley’s campaign.

“The Finance Depart-
ment works each year to 
assess more than 1 million 
properties, transparently 
and accurately,” said DOF 
spokesman Owen Stone in 
a statement. “We continue 
to work with New Yorkers 
throughout that process.”

Several public officials 
joined Liu Friday at a press 
conference held outside 
Cryder Point, at 162-01 Pow-
ells Cove Blvd. in Whites-
tone, an area hit hard by 
increased property assess-
ments. Public figures in-
cluding Borough President 
Helen Marshall, who spoke 

alongside City Councilmen 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone) and Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens), state 
Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) and 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-
Flushing).

“We’re going to work 
for you. That’s our job and 
we’re going to do it,” Mar-
shall said. “But having the 
information is so impor-
tant. John Liu is the watch-
dog for all of us in so many 
issues.”

The audits also found 
that the city had changed 
its methodology in find-
ing property valuations 
in the 2008-09 fiscal year 
by switching to what Liu 
called gross income mul-
tiplier. Without warning, 

however, the DOF reverted 
to its original methodol-
ogy for the 2011-12 fiscal 
year. The switch resulted 
in 30 percent of co-ops see-
ing their property values 
increase by more than 50 
percent.

Stavisky said Liu had 
a proven track record of 
uncovering waste and mis-
management.

“The audits gave face 
to what we suspected, which 
was a terrible inequity,” 
Stavisky said. “Sharehold-
ers have lost confidence in 
the Department of Finance 
and the integrity of the pro-
cess. We are the last bas-
tions of the middle class, 
quite frankly. We are not 
luxury.”

in the process. The project’s 
completion, scheduled for 
July 11, will include service 
to 26 new cities and nearly 
100 new daily flights, the 
airport said.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg said the many 
months of negotiations 
with Delta were worth it 
in reaching an agreement 
that fuels the city’s tourism 
initiatives. He said the city 
drew 50.5 million tourists 
in 2011, and with help from 
Delta’s latest project, as 
many as 55 million visitors 
may pass through by 2015.

“Delta’s investment in 
increasing and moderniz-
ing airport services at New 
York’s airports is money 
well spent,” Bloomberg 
said. “New York is the na-
tion’s No. 1 travel destina-
tion and, despite the slug-
gish national economy, 
we’ve still come off a record 
year for tourism.”

Bloomberg said the ex-

pansion was appropriate to 
match a growing number of 
flyers in and out of the city 
with more than 105 mil-
lion passengers traveling 
through last year, a 25 per-
cent increase from 10 years 
ago.

The work coincides 
with a $1.2 billion enhance-
ment of Delta’s facilities at 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport, where the 
airport operates an inter-
national hub.

“All together, with our 
expansion projects at JFK 
and LaGuardia, Delta is in-
vesting nearly $1.4 billion 
in our New York airport fa-
cilities,” Delta Chief Execu-
tive Officer Richard Ander-
son said. “No other airline 
is approaching that level of 
commitment to New York 
in the next 12 months.”

LaGuardia Airport 
serviced more than 12 mil-
lion passengers in 2010, ac-
cording to a study by the 
Air Carrier Activity Infor-
mation System, ranking 
the facility 20th out of the 
country’s 50 busiest air-
ports. JFK ranked sixth, 

with more than 22 million 
passengers.

“Investment in avia-
tion infrastructure is one of 
the major ways to position 
the New York metropolitan 
region for the projected 
growth in passengers in 
the coming decades,” said 
Patrick Foye, executive di-
rector of the Port Authority 
of New York & New Jersey. 
“Delta is helping both our 
New York airports lay the 
critical groundwork for the 
region’s future economic 
growth.”

New York Lt. Gov. 
Robert J. Duffy said city 
and state officials worked 
closely with Delta in estab-
lishing a partnership that 
kept taxpayer dollars away 
from the expansion.

“Today’s ground-
breaking demonstrates 
how by partnering with 
businesses we can create 
hundreds of good jobs for 
New Yorkers,” Duffy said. 
“This announcement gives 
travelers more options for 
flying across our state and 
provides a significant boost 
to our local economy.”

its current form.
Specifically, the act 

seeks to penalize govern-
ment entities that exercise 
eminent domain for proj-
ects that are not overtly for 
public use. It defines “eco-
nomic development” proj-
ects as commercial enter-
prise or any development 
designed to increase the 
tax base or employment.

It exempts a list of proj-
ects like hospitals or re-
moving harmful materials, 
but the legislation was not 
without its critics.

The penalty comes 
in the form of withhold-
ing federal funds used for 
any economic development 

projects, a broad-reaching 
category that dissenting 
House members and a city 
attorney said would be 
disastrous to projects all 
around the city, not just 
Willets Point.

“If this bill were to be-
come law, important revi-
talization projects, such as 
the ones that gave new life 
to Times Square, Metro-
Tech and Lincoln Center, 
wouldn’t be possible and it 
would also jeopardize the 
long-sought redevelopment 
of Willets Point,” said Lisa 
Bova-Hiatt, deputy chief of 
the city Law Department.

The city would be 
forced to choose between 
using eminent domain to 
acquire property at Wil-
lets Point and losing Uncle 
Sam’s cash, or possibly 

abandoning the Willets 
Point project in order to 
keep federal funding, a 
spokeswoman from the de-
partment said.

Federal funds are not 
being used for the Willets 
Point project, but if the city 
were to use eminent domain 
to acquire properties there, 
and if that acquisition was 
deemed to violate the stipu-
lations in the bill, it would 
lose federal funding for all 
projects for a period of two 
years.

In the dissenting opin-
ions in the House, legisla-
tors charged that the bill 
would only penalize the 
city while not offering af-
fected property owners any 
relief, although property 
owners can take the issue 
to court.

involving liberators arose 
from discussions with Da-
vid Machlis, March of the 
Living’s vice chairman, 
and David Widawsky, now 
the associate director of the 
Liberator Project for March 
of the Living.

Flug said for him the 
thought of talking to libera-
tors came after a WWII vet-
eran’s daughter came into 
his office and asked him to 
talk to her father. Flug said 

the former soldier had cried 
telling his story.

“These fellas saw what 
nobody else saw,” Flug 
said.

Widawsky said they 
had been planning the trip 
since September and hope 
after they return the lib-
erators will continue to tell 
younger generations of the 
atrocities of the Holocaust.

Bernard Storch, 89, 
who lives in South Nyack, 
N.Y., left his home country 
of Poland and was taken 
to Russia as a prisoner 
 days after the war began. 

His mother and two of his 
younger brothers died in 
Auschwitz while he was 
gone, but when he was able 
to leave following Germa-
ny’s invasion of Russia in 
1941, he enlisted in the Pol-
ish army and liberated four 
camps: Sachsenhausen in 
Germany and the Polish 
camps of Sobibor, Majdanek 
and Chelmno.

“It’s very emotional,” 
Storch said of telling his 
story, “but I find it’s very 
important to the future 
generations and everybody 
else.”

According to Marton, 
Wallenberg, who was born 
in 1912, left a comfortable 
life to give the chance of 
survival to thousands re-
signed to a hopeless end. He 
raced after lines of people 
being herded toward depor-
tation trains, issuing Swed-
ish documents on the spot.

“He manufactured 
Swedish passports, basical-
ly making instant Swedes 
out of any Hungarian Jew 
he could,” she said.

His humanity was 
not met with benevo-
lence in the days after the 
war. When the Red Army 
marched into Budapest, 

Wallenberg was seen as an 
agitator and a threat to the 
Russian occupiers. He was 
arrested and sent to the gu-
lag, where his fate remains 
unknown despite some tan-
talizing clues.

“It was not until the 
1980s that the world took 
notice of the missing 
Swede. By then it was too 
late,” she said. “If anyone 
could die from heartbreak, 
it was Wallenberg’s mother, 
who did.”

 Aside from the history 
of Hungarian Jews, writing 
the story of  Wallenberg 
led Marton to her own his-
tory. While researching 
and conducting interviews 
with survivors and their 
kin, Marton learned that 
her Roman Catholic roots 

did not run as deep as she 
once thought.

“One woman said 
rather matter-of-factly, ‘Of 
course, he was too late to 
save your grandparents,’” 
she said. “I had no clue that 
my parents were Jewish 
and that they died in one 
of the first transports to 
Auschwitz.”

As Marton’s life was 
changed, so were countless 
other lives affected by the 
Swede. When Anne Golden 
thinks about Wallenberg, 
she sees a man who helped 
people taste freedom, as her 
grandmother was able to.  

“He did what others 
were too afraid to do — 
stand up to the Nazis,” said 
Golden. “For that, we re-
member him.”

ROP
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Sports

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Diani Mason didn’t 
want just any old college 
last June when she graduat-
ed Bishop Ford. A nagging 
foot injury short-circuited 
what would have been a 
promising senior season 
and Mason didn’t have any 
offers she liked — some Di-
vision IIs, some junior col-
leges.

“I didn’t want to go to 
a school feeling like I didn’t 
do the best I could do,” she 
said. “I wanted to go to prep 
school, but things kind of 
fell apart with that.”

Mason, who was one 
of the best scoring guards 
in the city as a junior, 
played AAU ball last sum-
mer with SC/Ali down in 
South Carolina and spent 
the winter competing with 
PrimeTime Prep, an inde-
pendent program that trav-
eled around the country 
for games against teams 
like it. Instead of attend-

ing a school, she worked at 
Justice, a clothing store in 
Queens Center mall.

It wasn’t the typical 
path to becoming a Divi-
sion I women’s basketball 
player. But that’s what Ma-
son will be next year.

Last weekend, she 
signed a National Letter of 
Intent with Radford out of 
the Big South Conference 
and will head to summer 
classes there in late June. 
Mason, a Woodside native, 
found everything she was 
looking for with the High-
landers.

“It’s like a weight off 
my shoulders,” she said. 
“I’m looking forward to it.”

To Mason, Radford is 
a lot like Ford, where she 
transferred as a sophomore 
from Academy of Ameri-
can Studies, a small pub-
lic school in Queens. The 
Highlanders are guard-ori-
ented and they play a fast-
paced style. Radford, which 
first saw her in the summer 

Calhoun earns MVP - again
Christ the King basketball star adds Wheelchair award to wall

Bishop Ford’s Mason 
picks Radford, Va.

Bishop Ford grad Diani Mason (l.) made her college choice this 
weekend, signing with Radford. Photo by Denis Gostev

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Omar Calhoun owns 
all-star games.

In August, he was the 
most valuable player of the 
Franchise Classic in the 
Bronx. Then he was named 
MVP of the Sharette Dixon 
Classic and the Metro Clas-
sic within a span of eight 
days in October. Calhoun 
won the Metro Classic 
award in 2010, too.

Three weeks ago, the 
UConn-bound Christ the 
King star scored a tourna-
ment record 26 points at the 
All-American Champion-
ship in New Orleans and 
was named the East team’s 
most valuable player. And 
finally, last Thursday night 
he took home another tro-
phy, scoring 22 points to 
lead Queens to a 124-102 
win over Brooklyn in the 
Wheelchair Charities HS 
Basketball Classic champi-
onship game at York Col-
lege.

Calhoun was — you 
guessed it — the MVP.

“I just want to go hard 
every time,” said Calhoun, 
who won two CHSAA Class 
AA intersectional titles 
and a New York State Fed-
eration Class AA champi-
onship at Christ the King. 
“I want to win. We were out 
here playing for people in 
wheelchairs. That just mo-
tivated us today.”

While other players 
were going for dunks or try-
ing to dazzle the crowd with 
fancy dribbling, Calhoun 
was firing his teammates 
up on the bench during a 
close game in the first half. 
He scored those 22 points 

in just two quarters and 
was a breath of fresh air for 
Queens Coach Rob Diaz.

“He plays with a lot 

of enthusiasm, he plays 
with a lot of energy,” Diaz 
said. “That’s what it really 
comes down to. He has a lot 

of fun, he plays hard and he 
has the talent to do it, which 
makes it a lot easier.”

Marquise Moore of 
Holy Cross and Cardozo’s 
Ryan Yearwood each had 
12 points, Campus Mag-
net’s Samuel Durodola and 
August Martin’s Jamiek 
Riviere had 11 points and 
Mairega Clarke of Holy 
Cross, Cardozo’s Tajay 
Henry and Our Savior New 
American’s LeBrent Walk-
er all had 10 for Queens in 
the high-scoring affair.

Brooklyn was led by 
Lincoln’s Travis Charles, 
who had 23 points. Rashad 
Andrews of Boys & Girls 
had 19 points and Kan-
garoos teammate Tyliek 
Kimbrough had 17 points. 
Thomas Jefferson’s Nazai 
Stokes had 14 points and 
Transit Tech’s Richard Wil-
liams had eight points.

Diaz, who helps orga-
nize the event every year, 
felt like winning this year 
helped take a monkey off 
his back. Last year, Queens 
didn’t make it out of the 
semifinals.

Calhoun, a Park Slope 
resident, found it ironic 
that he helped Queens beat 
his home borough. But that 
didn’t stop him from going 
all out.

“I’m just a competitor,” 
he said. “I want to win when 
I play. It was a close game in 
the first half, I just started 
picking it up, started being 
vocal with the guys, started 
making plays on defense. 
Just pushing the tempo.”

Added Moore, “He 
plays one way all the time 
and that’s hard. That’s how 
he is and that’s good.”

Queens’ Omar Calhoun had 22 points and took home yet another 
all-star game MVP award. Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 50
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48 Mohamed plays for late uncle as Queens MVP
BY CHRISTOPHER BARCA 

AND MARC RAIMONDI

Last week had a deep-
er meaning for Reana Mo-
hamed than it does for most 
players.

For the Mary Louis 
star, who is headed to 
George Mason next year, 
it wasn’t just about playing 
or getting the Nike gear. 
The Wheelchair Charities 
HS Basketball Classic was 
profound because her late 
uncle, Rollie Mitchell, was 
once a patient at Coler-
Goldwater, the hospital the 
proceeds from the event go 
to.

Mohamed found that 
out after last year’s tourna-
ment and couldn’t wait to 
compete in the event again. 
She knew how much the 
technology at Goldwater 
helped Mitchell in his time 
there. It was especially 
emotional for her because 
Mitchell eventually died 
from the gunshot wound he 
sustained.

“When I found it was 

the same hospital, I was 
like wow,” Mohamed said. 
“I definitely wanted to be 
part of it again.”

Not only was she part 
of it, she led the Queens 

girls to the championship 
game, where she scored 18 
points last Thursday night 
at York College. Mohamed 
was named Queens most 
valuable player.

“God gave me a tal-
ent for a reason,” said 
Mohamed, who will head 
down to Mason in July for 
summer classes. “Any time 
I can make people aware 

and raise money for a good 
cause, I think it’s a great 
thing. Whenever I have a 
chance to be part of some-
thing like this, I will be.”

Big few months for 

Nwajei: There was an ad-
justment period in trans-
ferring from Mary Louis to 
Murry Bergtraum in early 
February for Jasmine Nwa-
jei. She admitted to missing 
her former teammates bad-
ly — “those are my sisters” 
— but has since settled in.

Recently, the junior 
guard said, Bergtraum 
Coach Ed Grezinsky named 
her captain for next year’s 
team, which will try to win 
a 15th straight PSAL city 
title. Nwajei is already get-
ting into that mindset.

“I’m going to have to 
lead the team,” she said.

But before next season, 
she will play her final sum-
mer of travel basketball 
with Positive Direction. 
Nwajei said James Madi-
son, Stony Brook and Fair-
leigh Dickinson have all 
contacted her recently. Mo-

hamed, her longtime Posi-
tive Direction and former 
Mary Louis teammate, sees 
big things on the horizon.

“I think she’s going to 
have a big summer,” Mo-
hamed said. “I think she’s 
going to get a lot of looks 
this year. She just has that 
competitive edge. She hates 
losing.”

Randolph star im-

presses: Jaywana Bradley 
couldn’t have picked Jete 
Griffin out of a lineup a few 
weeks ago. Now the Man-
hattan Center coach con-
siders herself a fan.

“She’s Miss Athletic,” 
said Bradley, who coached 
the Manhattan team this 
week. “She can rebound, 
put the ball back, pass the 
ball and she would be an 
asset to any team she would 
play for. I’ve never seen her 
before, but these last few 
days have been extremely 
impressive.”

The 5-foot-8 Griffin 
averaged 23.1 points and 
9.9 rebounds per game this 

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Lisa Blair and Brianna Sid-
ney did everything they could to 
compete in the Wheelchair Chari-
ties HS Basketball Classic. They 
attended the visit to Coler-Gold-
water hospital. They wrote essays 
describing their experiences.

There was just one problem. 
They were playing for the wrong 
borough.

Blair and Sidney both came 
to York College April 11 expecting 
to play for Queens, the team they 
tried out for. They both changed 
into the borough’s green jerseys 
and shorts. But before the open-
ing tip, the Nazareth players were 
told they could not enter the game 
because they go to high school in 
Brooklyn.

“I’m very disappointed,” said 
Blair, who will play at Ohio State 
next year. “I never got to play in it 
until now. It’s a charity event.”

Hank Carter, president and 
founder of Wheelchair Charities, 
said he was informed that the 
pair go to Nazareth just before the 

game. UNC Wilmington-bound 
Sidney and Blair did not play for 
Naz this year, because they were 
out of high school eligibility. In-
stead, they played for PrimeTime 
Prep, an independent team that 
traveled to play other squads like 
it across the area.

Carter said there are three 
simple rules to playing in the 
Wheelchair Classic: Go on the 
hospital visit, write the essay 
and play for the borough you go 
to school in. New York City na-
tives who play high school ball 
elsewhere can compete, but they 
have to play for the borough they 
are from. Westchester County 
student-athletes can play for the 
Bronx and Long Island kids are 
able to play for Queens.

Carter was upset he had to 
make the decision. His primary 
concern is raising funds for his 
organization, which has given 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to wheelchair-bound people and 
hospitals across the country.

“I want them to play, but I 
still have to follow the rules,” said 

Carter, who is running his 38th 
annual basketball all-star clas-
sic.

The first time this instance 
popped up, Carter said, was when 
Albert King wanted to play for 
Manhattan in 1977. King, then the 
No. 1 player in the United States, 

was actually from Brooklyn and 
played at Fort Hamilton, but he 
wanted to play with his Riverside 
Church AAU teammates on the 
Manhattan squad. Carter made 
King play for Brooklyn and the 
rules have been the way they are 
ever since. King, of course, went 

on to star at Maryland and get 
drafted in the first round of the 
NBA Draft by the New Jersey 
Nets.

Blair lives in Brooklyn, 
while Sidney actually lives in 
Queens. Both wanted to play on 
the Queens team because there 
weren’t as many girls on it as 
Brooklyn had. Brooklyn played 
the game before Queens April 11 
so they could not be moved onto 
that squad.

“I really wanted to play in 
this,” Sidney said. “I felt like if 
I was to go for Brooklyn, there 
would be too many people. Since 
I live in Queens, I wanted to go for 
Queens.”

Carter did leave the door 
open for Blair and Sidney last 
Thursday. He said if Brooklyn 
Coach Anwar Gladden would 
have them, they could play for 
Brooklyn since they did fulfill 
their other obligations. Sidney 
said she’ll give that a try.

“I’ll be here tomorrow,” she 
said with a smile. “Definitely.”

Queens’ Reana Mohamed had 18 points last week and was named her borough’s MVP. 
Photo by Denis Gostev

Nazareth players who made Qns team kept off court

Nazareth’s Brianna Sidney was unable to play for Queens in the Wheelchair 
Charities HS Basketball Classic last week because she goes to school in 
Brooklyn. Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 50
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Nicole Lomangino 
talked in the preseason 
about waiting for the oppor-
tunity to be the St. Francis 
Prep ace and contribute in 
a big way. The Terriers se-
nior was behind Katie Der-
by last season and missed 
much of the year with a se-
verely sprained ankle.

Her time arrived in a 
big way against Fontbonne 
Hall.

“All of her stuff was 
working,” St. Francis Prep 
Coach Ann Marie Rich 
said.

Lomangino allowed 
one run on five hits and 
struck out 14, including 
whiffing the side in the 
seventh. She also delivered 
the first runs of the game 
with a two-run home run in 
the fifth in an eventual 4-1 
win over the visiting Bon-
nies in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens AA softball April 
9. The victory thrusts the 
Terriers back into sole pos-
session of second place in 
the crowded top of the divi-
sion.

“I felt like I needed to 
come back and be like, ‘So 
I got hurt. I got to bounce 
back. I got to go back in 
that circle and just do what 
I’ve been doing since I was 
little,’” Lomangino said.

She worked in and out 
of trouble over the first four 
innings, stranding four 
runners at second or third. 
Her pitches moved well and 
her teammates played er-
rorless defense behind her 
as new second baseman 
Theresa Armano was in on 
five putouts. Over the final 
three frames, Lomangino 
gave up a run, but struck 
out seven of the last 11 bat-
ters she faced.

“Today was a pitching 
game on both sides,” fresh-
man cleanup hitter Kelly 
Licul said. “By her doing 
so well she made everyone 
else feel obligated to be as 
good as she was doing.”

Lomangino was locked 
in a pitchers duel with Bon-
nies ace Nicolette Trapani, 

who collected all seven of 
her strikeouts and didn’t 
allow a hit over the first 
four innings. The Terriers 
(3-1), ranked No. 9 in the 
city by The Post, finally got 
on the board in the bottom 
of the fifth when Eishara 
Campbell singled to right 
center and Lomangino hit 
a ball deep down the right 
field line that kept rolling. 
Terriers Coach Ann Marie 
Rich held her up initially 
at third before sending her 
home.

“All I knew was I had 
to run,” Lomangino said. 
“When she said stop and I 
stopped and she said go, I 

was like, ‘Oh, my God, what 
does she want me to do?’”

No. 7 Fontbonne (2-2) 
got a run back in the top 
of the sixth when Maria 
Randazzo singled home 
Maria Serrantino, who tri-
pled to lead off the frame. 
The Terriers got two more 
runs in the bottom of the 
sixth when Licul tripled in 
Briana Emanuele and later 
scored on a Jessica Menna 
ground out. All four of 
SFP’s hits came in the final 
two innings

“We just adjusted to 
what she was doing,” Licul 
said.

Bonnies Coach Frank 

Marinello felt his team was 
asleep on both sides of the 
ball. He felt Trapani threw 
well, but SFP was able to 
put the ball in play more 
than they did.

“If I knew the answer, 
I would have (given) them 
the answer,” Marinello 
said.

The answer for St. 
Francis Prep on this day 
was Lomangino in the cir-
cle and at the plate.

“It felt great to have 
defense,” Lomangino said. 
“It felt great for me to go out 
there and hit that shot and 
pitch a great game.”

St. Francis Prep’s Nicole Lomangino celebrates a home run. Photo by Lauren Marsh

Cardozo’s Alexis Panisse shows plenty of emotion crossing the 
finish line as she wins the 800 in record-setting time. 

Photo by An Rong Xu

Dozo track dynamo 
breaks speed record

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

It was a situation all too 
familiar for Alexis Panisse. 
Another new race. Another 
special performance.

The Benjamin Cardozo 
star did it twice at the NYC 
Mayor’s Cup outdoor track 
and field championships at 
Icahn Stadium this week-
end. She was one of three 
Judges runners to break 
meet records as Lateisha 
Philson did in the 100 meter 
dash and Sabrina Souther-
land smashed the mark 
in the 1500. They help the 
Judges claim the Mayor’s 
Cup crown.

On Friday night, Pa-
nisse ran her first 2000 stee-
plechase and won in a meet 
record time of 6:59.34, also 
the second fastest mark in 
the country in the early 
season. It beat the mark 
of 7:01.62 set by Brearley’s 
Emily De La Bruyer last 
year.

“I was so proud of my-
self,” Panisse said.

She came back Sat-
urday and fell to the track 
— scraping her knee in the 
process after placing first 
in her first-ever outdoor 
800 with a time of 2:07.68 
with her teammates and 
coaches screaming from 
the stands near the finish 
line. Truman’s Dominique 
Blake ran the old standard 
of 2:14.08 in 2004.

“Amazing weekend for 
me,” Panisse said.

She took great pride 

in her steeplechase perfor-
mance, saying she had no 
clue what she was doing. 
Panisse, headed to Tennes-
see, trained for two weeks 
just jumping over hurdles, 
but never into the water 
until Friday night. She ran 
the best time in the state at 
the time in the 600 indoors 
at the Queens borough 
championships.

“That’s just Alexis,” 
Southerland said. “When 
she wants to do something, 
she’ll do it.”

Panisse, one of the 
nation’s premier distance 
runners, sprinted from the 
start of the 800. She admit-
ted her body was still sore 
from running the steeple-
chase the night before, but 
she wasn’t going to let it 
stop her from finishing well 
ahead of the field. The win 
was also a birthday present 
for Judges assistant Coach 
Ray James.

“The pain is what 
makes you stronger,” Pa-
nisse said. “Unfortunately, 
people don’t understand 
that. You got to get over it 
one day.”

She laughed when 
asked if she was going to 
run out of new races to try 
before she graduates.

“Never,” Panisse said. 
“Maybe I’ll try the dash.”

That for now will be 
left to Philson, who won the 
100 with a meet record time 
of 12.03. She bested the old 
mark of 12.06 set by Medgar 

Lomangino: A double threat
St. Francis Prep ace pitches and bats her team to 4-1 victory

Continued on Page 50
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with SC/Ali, finished 16-16 
and 9-9 in the Big South.

“They weren’t always 
good, but you see them get-
ting better,” Mason said. 
“They’re making them-
selves known.”

Radford, Va., is a small 
city with a population of 
less than 20,000 people. Ma-
son said that didn’t bother 
her too much, because there 
are still things to do. Plus, 
she wants to be focused on 

basketball and school any-
way.

Her future teammates 
are what sold her on Rad-
ford in the first place. Ma-
son said the Highlanders 
were unlike any other team 
she’s ever seen.

“The team gets along 
so good,” Mason said. 
“They’re always together. 
They hang out a lot. They’re 
all goofy and I’m goofy.”

But her waiting for 
the right fit worked. Mason 
also had junior colleges in-
terested, but she wanted to 
jump right into a four-year 
school. It was somewhat of 

a meandering journey and 
Mason admitted being wor-
ried at times, but it has all 
worked out for her.

“She felt it was best 
to wait for a situation that 
made her most comfortable 
whereas some kids rush 
into a situation for the sake 
of saying I’m a collegiate 
athlete,” Ford Coach Mike 
Toro said. “She will bring 
instant scoring to Radford 
and I wish her the best. 
She is more than capable of 
competing on the Division I 
level.”

Continued from Page 47

Mason
season for A.P. Randolph 
of PSAL Class A. She em-
braced the challenge of 
playing with the elite play-
ers in the city and will 
probably go to a junior col-
lege next year.

“Playing with these 
girls was really hard and 
different,” Griffin said. 
“They are better all-around 
players than I’m used to 
playing. But my athleticism 
helped me out today, as all 
of those girls are great ath-
letes.”

Binder stands out: 
Rye Country Day’s Carolyn 

Binder was unknown to 
most New York City high 
school basketball people be-
fore this week. But she made 
a statement at the Wheel-
chair, going for a game-
high 16 points, including 
four three-pointers, in the 
Bronx team’s consolation 
win loss to Manhattan.

“It’s great to know that 
all of my hard work on and 
off the court paid off today,” 
the junior sharpshooter 
said. “Long range shots are 
kind of my thing after all. 
I’m happy they fell.”

Alston essay winner: 
Jasmine Alston won Brook-
lyn/Staten Island’s best es-
say award for her writing 
on how the hospital visit to 
Coler-Goldwater affected 

her.
The Bishop Loughlin 

junior guard has devel-
oped an affinity for writing 
while penning her biweek-
ly diary for nypost.com, All 
That Jas.

Manhattan 65, Bronx 

58 (girls): Bergtraum’s 
Shequana Harris had 13 
points and A.P. Randolph’s 
Jete Griffin and Lab Muse-
um United’s Ashanti Plum-
mer each had nine points to 
lead Manhattan in the girls 
consolation game.

Rye Country Day’s 
Carolyn Binder had 16 
points and Cardinal Spell-
man’s Onia Webb and Ni-
cole Awooner-Renner each 
had nine points.

Continued from Page 48

Mohamed

Evers’ Deiddra Rogers in 
2006. The Miami-bound star 
was a bit unhappy with the 
mark after running 11.80 in 
the trials Friday night.

“I think the start 
messed me up because they 
called us back,” Philson. 
“My concentration got a 
little broken and I didn’t get 
out so good.”

Southerland didn’t 
even know she broke a re-
cord when she crossed the 
finish line in a personal-
best time of 4:41.26, topping 
the mark of 4:45.33 set by 
Brearley’s Katie Hanns a 

year ago. She ran the race 
suffering from charlie 
horses for the last two. Ca-
narsie’s Shenika King won 
both 200 and 400 in time of 
26.86 and 56.64.

“I didn’t expect to 
break a record today be-
cause I was kind of in pain,” 
Southerland said.

Friends Seminary’s 
Isabeaux Mitton (10:41.14) 
was first in the 3000. Trea-
sure Glymph was the 100 
hurdles champ in 15.13 and 
Clinton’s Brittney Adams 
was the 400 hurdles champ 
in 1:03.44. Adams was also 
a member of the winning 
4x400 relay team with Ka-
trina Lambert, Marlena 
Wright and Kianna Tidball 
in 3:58.85.

Brittany Alexander 
(Glover Cleveland) won 
the high jump with a leap 
of 5 feet 2 inches and Dina 
Gutierrez placed first in 
the high jump (7-06). St. Ed-
mund’s Jallilissa Marcus 
(17-06) and Port Richmond’s 
Katrina Hill (36-04) won 
the high jump and triple 
jump. Clinton’s Desire Gor-
don was the shot put champ 
with a toss of 33-10.50

The meet, however, 
was highlighted by Car-
dozo in record-breaking 
fashion.

“We weren’t really 
looking to break any re-
cords today, but I guess 
stuff happens,” Philson 
said. “We are proud of our-
selves.”

Continued from Page 49

Dozo

St. John’s shortstop is player of the week
After batting a team-

best .526 (10-for-19) to help 
lead St. John’s in a 3-2 week 
that included a series win 
against Connecticut, senior 
shortstop Matt Wessinger 
has been selected as the Big 
East Player of the Week.

The honor marks the 
second weekly award of 
the season for Wessinger, 
who was also named to the 
weekly honor roll March 
26.

The shortstop also led 
the team in runs (10), RBI 
(10), slugging percentage 
(.737), on-base percentage 
(.583) and stolen bases (3-
for-3). Wessinger had four 
multi-RBI games; three 

multi-hit games, including 
one four-hit performance; 
and scored at least one run 
in all five games.

Wessinger went 3-for-5 
with two RBI against Co-
lumbia (April 10) to open 
the week before going a 
perfect 4-for-4 with four 
runs scored and three RBI 
against Hofstra (April 11). 
The shortstop was 1-for-2 
with three runs and two 
steals in the opener against 
UConn (Friday) before add-
ing two RBI, a run scored 
and a stolen base despite 
an 0-for-3 day in game two 
(Saturday). Wessinger fin-
ished 2-for-5 with a home 
run and three RBI in the 

series finale (Sunday).
Wessinger currently 

leads the Big East in runs 
(40), ranks second in bat-
ting average (.379) and sto-
len bases (23), third in RBI 
(35), sixth in on-base per-
centage (.462), tied for sev-
enth in home runs (5) and 
10th in slugging percentage 
(.564).

The senior now has 
245 hits in his career, rank-
ing him second all-time in 
program history and just 
one shy of tying former 
teammate and current all-
time hit king Paul Karmas 
(246).

Knights’ just miss comeback victory

A comeback attempt 
came up short Sunday af-
ternoon, as the Queens Col-
lege women’s lacrosse team 
scored the final six goals of 
the contest before falling 
to visiting eighth-ranked 

Bentley University 9-8.
The host Knights (7-3), 

who trailed by a 3-0 count at 
halftime and 6-0 with 17:04 
remaining, notched their 
first goal 15:46 to go when 
junior Kayleen Kelty con-
verted a feed from senior 

Meghan Monahan.
The teams then traded 

one goal apiece over the 
next minute and change, 
before the Falcons (10-4) 
scored two consecutive 
goals to capture a 9-2 edge 
with 8:58 left.
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QueensboroQueensboro
A U T O  M A L L

CREDIT

Tax, title, tags extra. FAC ID# 6410075.
NYC DCA# 473760

OPEN SUNDAY 12-6Northern Blvd. & 77th Street, 
Jackson Heights, Queens

'05 FORD 500
#59039. Red, Auto, A/C, PW/L/M, 
Looks and Runs NEW! 59K mi.. ......

$8,500
'09 HYUNDAI ACCENT
#58600. Silver, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 
PW/L/M, Like New! 32K mi............

$9,900
'10 HYUNDAI ACCENT
#59040. Black, Auto, A/C, 
PW/L/M, Showroom Perfect! 20K mi...

$10,995 
'10 KIA SOUL
#59053. Red, Auto, A/C, PW/L/M, 
Like New, Showrm Car! 23K mi........

$14,300 
'07 NISSAN ALTIMA S
#58532. Blue, Auto, A/C, PW/L/M, 
Showroom Car, Like New! 48K mi. ....

$13,450

'07 MAZDA 5 MINI VAN
#58926. 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 3rd Row, 
Loaded w/Lthr & Sunrf, 31K mi.......

$14,600
'06 SUBARU OUTBACK AWD WGN
#28879. Tan, Auto, A/C, 4 Cyl, 
PW/L/M, Showroom Car! 75K mi.. ...

$14,600 
'09 NISSAN ALTIMA S
#59012. White, Auto, A/C, Sunrf, 
push button ignition, Like New! 19K mi.

$14,900
'07 HYUNDAI AZERA LTD
#58531. Silver, Auto, A/C, PW/L/M, 
Stocked w/Options! 44K mi.. ..........

$14,975
'09 HONDA ACCORD
#59054. White, Auto, A/C, 
All Power Options, Newish! 37K mi. ..

$15,500

'08 NISSAN ROGUE AWD
#58906. Silver, Auto, A/C, PW/L/M, 
4 Cyl, Showroom New! 36K mi.. ......

$15,995 
'09 MITSUBISHI LANCER GTS
#59050. Black, Auto, A/C, PW/L/M, 
Nav, Leather, Sunrf, Like New! 32K mi.

$16,300
'06 BMW 330i
#59143. BLACK BEAUTY, Auto, A/C, 
All BMW Factory Options! 64K mi.....

$18,500
'08 HONDA PILOT SE
#58259. Black, Auto, A/C, PW/L/M, 
Sunrf, 3rd Row, Clean! 38K mi. .......

$18,500
'10 VOLKSWAGEN CC V6 SPORT
#59058. Black, Auto, A/C, Loaded w
/Nav/Sunrf/Leather, Perfect! 29K mi.

$23,200

'08 INFINITI FX35
#59063. Blue, Auto, A/C, 100% loaded 
w/factory options, Showrm Cond! 68K mi.

$23,995
'08 JEEP G/C LTD
#59064. Silver, Auto, A/C, Loaded w
/HEMI/DVD/NAV, Like New! 43K mi. .

$23,995
'09 LEXUS ES 350
#59065. Silver or Black, Auto, A/C, All Factory 
Optns, Showroom Car! 34K mi. ..............

$27,300
'07 CADILLAC ESCALADE ESV
#58944. Black, Auto, A/C, 
PW/L/M, Like New! 74K mi...........

$27,995
'09 MERCEDES-BENZ M CLASS
#59057. White, Auto, A/C, all MB options, 
Perfect All Around! 36K mi. .............

$35,000

718.779.7176

FINANCE 
SPECIALIST
ON PREMISES

$200 CASH
SHOW THIS COUPON 

GOOD
FOR

Upon delivery of purchased vehicle. Exp 4/25/12

COUNTDOWN TO"ZERO" 
INVENTORY EVENT     Sales

QUALITY PRE-OWNED VEHICLES PRICED TO SELL
ALL PRICES VALID THRU April 25, 2012 NOW!

EXTENDED
THRU APRIL 25

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†Selling price $18,981, 84 mos @ 4.9% APR financing w/$4991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. 

Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 4/23/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

19999119999199 Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7931-28K mi.
20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$19,981
*

$6,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#7904-59K mi.

*

2002 CHEVROLET

IMPALA
$5,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U7972-137K mi.

*

2002 NISSAN

PATHFINDER 4X4

$11,981
Auto, Leather, P/Sunroof, Alloys, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U8088-43K mi.

*

2007 VW

PASSAT 2.0T
$11,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, P/Sunroof, Stk#U8069-67K mi.

*

2002 TOYOTA

SEQUOIA SR5 4X4

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#7889-40K mi.

*

2010 CHEVROLET

COBALT

$15,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/S, Stk#U7859-60K mi.

*

2008 TOYOTA

SIENNA LE

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/S, Stk#U8060-69K mi.

*

2006 NISSAN

ALTIMA 3.5SE

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Leather, P/Sunroof, DVD, Full Power, Stk#TG007-55K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.

2008 
CHRYSLER ASPEN LTD

$12,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U8117-93K mi.

*

2005 GMC

YUKON XL 4X4



WT

60
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, A
PR

. 1
9-

25
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

Nokia Lumia 900

1.866.MOBILITY – ATT.COM/NETWORK – VISIT A STORE

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. Deployment ongoing. 4G LTE device and data plan required. Claim compares 4G LTE 
download speeds to industry average 3G download speeds. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network.

Get all the coverage you need!
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack.* 

Limited-time offer. Nokia Lumia 900 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Geographic, usage, and other terms, 
conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be 
charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), 
a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and 
services from AT&T. Phone subject to availability. Microsoft Windows® Phone and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, 
or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen images simulated. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.
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