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Gibbons’ killer pleads guilty
Peter Rodriguez faces up to seven years behind bars in fatal hit-and-raun

BY RICH BOCKMANN AND STEVE 
MOSCO

  
Grief caused by the loss of 

a loved one never goes away no 
matter what sentence the culprit 
receives, according to the family 
of a Maspeth bar owner.

Peter Rodriguez, the man ac-
cused of killing beloved Maspeth 
bar owner George Gibbons Jr. in 
a hit-and-run in October, pleaded 
guilty to criminally negligent ho-
micide and leaving the scene of an 
accident Friday, Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown said.

Justice Chin Brandt indicat-
ed she would sentence Rodriguez, 
37, to 3 1/2 to seven years in prison 
May 7, according to Brown.

Gibbons’ brother Brendan 
said he does not believe three to 
seven years is enough time for 
Rodriguez to serve after his neg-
ligent actions led directly to his 
brother’s death, but he has come 
to terms with the district attor-
ney’s decision.

“From what I understand, 
the district attorney’s office, 
which has been excellent through 
this entire ordeal, said that this 
is the maximum amount of time 
allowed under the law due to the 
fact that it can’t be proven that 
[Rodriguez] was intoxicated be-
cause he fled the scene,” Brendan 
Gibbons said. “I’m just glad he’s 
not on the streets anymore and he 

Continued on Page 17

Addabbo says 
Cuomo’s cuts 

go too far
BY STEVE MOSCO 

 
A broad stroke from Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo’s veto pen elimi-
nated funding for too many local 
community groups, according 
to state Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-
Howard Beach).

By vetoing 126 items in total, 
the senator said Cuomo sought 
to trim what he saw as unneces-
sary pork from the state budget, 
but Addabbo said the money was 
for old projects that never got all 
their previously promised cash 
and the local funding allocations 
were a fraction of the total $132.6 
billion state budget.

Cuomo vetoed the member 
items, saying he has following 
through on a promise to ban any 
funds used to finance lawmakers’ 
pet projects. 

“The governor’s vetoed 
member items range from $10,000 
for the Police Athletic League 
citywide to benefit local youth 
programs to more general grants 
aiding school districts with aca-
demic programs, libraries, not-
for-profits and educational in-
stitutions,” Addabbo said. “This 
was funding that was supposed to 
help local people and community 
groups, but the governor didn’t 
want to allocate it. I believe that 
was wrong.”

Some of the other cuts in Add-
abbo’s district included $5,000 to 

Continued on Page 16
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Top U.S. court keeps 
Queens rent control
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Christopher Martinez slides into home to score a run for his team during Opening Day at the Forest Hills Little League. 
See story on Page 3. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Cooking for 50,000 peo-

ple takes time — and a lot of 
volunteers.

The city’s Sikh commu-
nity banded together Fri-
day to prepare free meals 
to feed the throngs of revel-
ers at the 25th annual Sikh 
Day Parade. In the 24 hours 
preceding the parade, vol-
unteers started cooking at 
4 a.m. at the Sikh Cultural 
Society of Richmond Hill, 
one of many sites where 
dishes were being made.

“This same thing is 
happening in many other 
Sikh communities in the 
city,” said Lakhwinder 
Singh, manager at the Sikh 
Cultural Society. “We come 
together to show the city 
who we are because we 
feel there is a lot of confu-
sion. We are not Muslim or 
Hindu — we are Sikh and 
we want to introduce our-
selves.”

Volunteers worked 
at different stations at the 
center, at 95-30 118th St., 
 preparing nan breads, rice, 
curries and many other 
dishes for the parade Satur-
day at Manhattan’s Madi-
son Square Park.

Groups of Sikh women 
rolled the nan, then head-
ed off to the grill station, 
where the breads were fin-
ished over heat. Large vats 
of curried vegetables stood 
simmering in a row as an-
other set of volunteers took 
turns stirring the aromatic 
delicacies. Even bigger 
pots of rice cooked in the 
corner, as the refrigera-

tor door constantly swung 
open with more ingredients 
hauled out.

Jukulwinder Singh, a 
volunteer from Richmond 
Hill, started cooking early 
and continued on a rotating 
basis with other volunteers 
who trickled in throughout 
the day.

“I love to cook, I’ve 
never cooked for 50,000 or 
60,000 people. It’s a little 

bit of a different experience 
for me,” said Singh, as he 
chopped bushels of leafy 
greens. “I’m here to have 
fun and to show who Sikhs 
are. And I will try not to cut 
myself.”

The Sikh Day Parade 
coincides with Vaisakhi 
Day, commemorating the 
first baptism ceremony 
performed by Guru Gobind 
Singh. On the first Vai-

sakhi Day in 1699, Gobind 
Singh created the Panj 
Pyare, a team of five Sikhs, 
to administer initiation 
rites. The guru was the 
first to receive the rites and 
tens of thousands of Sikhs 
followed his example.

Harpreet Singh Toor, 
 chairman of the cultural 
society, said the celebration 
is unique because it gives 
each person the chance to 
celebrate his or her history 
while also introducing oth-
ers to Sikh culture.

“Every year since 1699 
we celebrate the Vaisakhi. 
It is a very rich history,” 
Singh Toor said. “It is im-
portant for us as a people 
to celebrate our origins 
and also to welcome in 
other communities to ask 
questions, learn about our 
history and also eat some 
food prepared by our com-
munity.”

After finishing a batch 
of greens at his station with 
a final few chops, Jukul-
winder Singh smiled and 
rubbed his forehead. Just 
then another volunteer 
placed a new container of 
vegetables on the chopping 
block. Without hesitating, 
Jukulwinder dug in and be-
gan slicing the new batch.

“I’m not tired because 
I’m doing this for my com-
munity,” he said. “It’s easy 
to work hard when it’s for a 
good cause.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Growing up in Queens 

inspired one man to don 
deli whites with blue-collar 
roots.

Ronnie Dragoon, own-
er and operator of Ben’s 
Delicatessen Restaurant & 
Caterers, spent many of his 
early years across from Le-
Frak City on 98th Street in 
Rego Park.

Now, after 40 years of 
running the well-known 
kosher deli, Dragoon re-
flected on those humble 
beginnings long before 
his kugal and knishes fed 
countless hungry patrons 
in Bay Terrace and five 
other spots.

“Some people have this 
entrepreneurial spirit re-
siding within their genes,” 
said Dragoon, who named 
the restaurant after his fa-
ther. “I had this in my DNA 
from the very start.”

As a teenager, Dragoon, 
63, attended Forest Hills 
High School and played 

basketball at Lost Battal-
ion Hall. A diverse group 
of friends, all products of 
working class parents, sur-
rounded him during these 
early days — and he never 
lost that connection.

“I’ve always cared 
about those who worked for 
a living, those who worked 
the hardest but made the 
least,” he said. “That con-
nection with the working 
class and lower-middle in-
come people never left me.  
The blue-collar mentality 
has served me well in what-
ever success I’ve enjoyed.”

That success includes 
six locations of his restau-
rant: one in Bay Terrace, 
one in Manhattan, three in 
Nassau County and one in 
Florida. But before expand-
ing, Dragoon worked seven 
days a week at the first 
Ben’s he opened in Bald-
win, L.I. 

And he used that time 
as an opportunity to build 
relationships with what 

Queens Sikhs need to feed
Rich Hill society prepares food for 25th cultural parade in Manhattan

Forest Hills alumnus 
dishes about knishes

Ronnie Dragoon, owner of Ben’s Deli for 40 years, said his early 
days in Queens shaped his appreciation for working families. 

Photo courtesy Hank Russell

Continued on Page 17

Volunteer Jukulwinder Singh chops vegetables to feed 
thousands ahead of the 25th annual Sikh Day Parade. 

Photo by Steve Mosco
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Forest Hills Little League opens for yet another season
Hundreds register to play baseball and softball for organization founded more than 50 years ago

BY RICH BOCKMANN

For more than half a 
century, parents and their 
little sluggers have anx-
iously awaited the begin-
ning of the Forest Hills Lit-
tle League season, and on 
Saturday the ceremonial 
Opening Day did not disap-
point them.

“I was so excited to 
play my first game today I 
could smell the dirt!” said 
Clayton Frank, who plays 
shortstop on the team spon-
sored by Madeleine Realty 
with his best friend, 7-year-
old Gabe McNeela.

Frank was just one 
of the approximately 700 
young baseball and softball 
players to register this sea-
son with the league, which 
owns five fields between 
Alderton Street and Thorn-
ton Place. Owning their 
own fields and maintain-
ing them in such pristine 

condition is a great source 
of pride for the league’s 
community.

Abe Miller, 90, played 
a pivotal role more than 
50 years ago in acquir-
ing a permanent home for 
the league. Back then, the 
league was nomadic, trav-
eling all over the borough 
to find available fields.

“We played wherever 
we could,” Miller said. 
“At LeFrak City and Park 
Place. The rest we played in 
Flushing Meadows Park.”

The city owned the cur-
rent field, which was lush 
and verdant for the day’s 
ceremony, and when it was 
looking to sell the property 
to a developer, the Little 
League was told if it could 
come up with the money, 
the field was theirs.

Miller went around 
to families and elected of-
ficials, but still came up 
short, so he decided to take 

a shot in the big leagues.
“We got a loan from 

the Mets,” he said. “It was 
Joan Payson, the owner, 
and she later forgave the 
loan for $1.”

Miller stood at center 
field with City Council-
women Karen Koslowitz 

(D-Forest Hills) and Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village), state Assembly 
members Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) and 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone) to thank 
them for making Opening 

Day possible.
Teams of young play-

ers lined up in the outfield 
on a sunny, warm day that 
seemed made for baseball, 
and the Forest Hills Ameri-
can Legion prepared to 
present the country’s flag.

Cathy Strez said the 

Opening Day ceremony was 
one of her favorite times of 
the year.

“They make a pageant 
of it,” she said. “It really en-
riches the community for 
the kids.”

Hevesi called the 
league the “bedrock of a 
great community” and 
urged the eager athletes 
to “have a great season, 
play hard, play fair and be 
safe.”

He then took to the 
mound to throw out the 
ceremonial first pitch, but 
upon examining the dis-
tance to home plate, the as-
semblyman decided to move 
up a few feet , where he was 
joined by Koslowitz and 
Coach Louie Goldstein.]

All three wound up, 
and their throws sailed 
with high arcs to their des-
tinations.

City Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz (l.-r.), state Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi and Coach Louie 
Goldstein throw out ceremonial pitches to kick off the Forest Hills Little League’s season. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
. 2

6-
M

AY
 2

, 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

WE

4 Offi cials want Astoria plant repowered
Assemblywoman Simotas, who heads group, says facility will spur job growth and help environment 

BY REBECCA HENELY

In an effort to get the 
support of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, a group of Queens 
elected officials and groups 
have banded together to 
form a coalition in sup-
port of NRG Astoria Power 
LLC’s plan to repower one 
of its plants, holding up the 
plan as one that improves 
the environment and cre-
ates jobs.

“We really want to 
show the governor that 
this is the type of project 
that’s in line with his vi-
sion,” said state Assembly-
woman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria), chairwoman of 
the coalition, called Smart 
Power NY.

NRG Energy Inc., lo-
cated in Princeton, N.J., is 
one of several companies 
that operate power generat-
ing plants in the Con Edi-
son Astoria Complex, on 
20th Avenue between Shore 
Boulevard in Astoria.

Since 2006, NRG has 
been taking steps toward 
replacing seven simple-cy-
cle peaking generators and 
24 simple cycle units with 
four combined-cycle units. 
These units run on natural 
gas as opposed to the previ-
ous oil- and natural gas-fu-
eled units, reduce nitric ox-
ide and nitrogen dioxide by 
75 percent annually and 90 
percent during peak days, 
increase the plant’s elec-
tricity generating capacity 
and produce up to 75,000 
watts of solar power.

The repowering is 
expected to last about 30 
months and create 500 con-
struction jobs, the coalition 
said. The reduction in emis-
sions would be the equiva-
lent of taking 185,000 cars 
off the road.

“This is the type of ini-
tiative that [Cuomo] should 
be supporting,” Simotas 
said.

The assemblywoman 
said to get financing for 

the repowering, NRG must 
have a power purchase 
agreement to prove to 
banks that the upgrade is 
needed. She said if the gov-
ernor approves the project, 

that process can progress.
“I hope that the gov-

ernor sees this project as 
positively as the coalition 
does,” she said.

Members of the coali-

tion include elected offi-
cials such as state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
and City Councilmen Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) and 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 

Meadows), but also organi-
zations of many stripes like 
the Coalition Helping Or-
ganize a Kleaner Environ-
ment, the New York League 
of Conservation Voters, the 
Queens Chamber of Com-
merce and the Building 
and Construction Trades 
Council of Greater New 
York. NRG itself is part of 
the coalition.

“We just feel that 
there’s a need to get the 
project moving and a broad 
coalition is one way to sup-
port the governor’s initia-
tive and move the project 
along,” said David Gaier, 
spokesman for NRG.

NRG is not the only 
company at the Con Ed 
complex trying to make its 
plant greener. USPowergen 
has been planning to re-
place its oldest generating 
unit and cap emissions on 
its other units, but the com-
pany has asked the state 
Department of Environ-

A coalition has been formed to repower NRG Energy Inc.’s power-generating plant in Astoria. 
Photo courtesy NRG

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) and 
the union DC 37 Local 1549, 
which represents the city’s 
clerical and administrative 
employees, called upon the 
New York Police Depart-
ment last week to turn over 
500 desk job positions to ci-
vilians.

Vallone, chairman of 
the Council’s Public Safety 
Committee, said putting 
uniformed officers back 
on the street would be the 
most effective way to make 
up for the dwindling police 
force numbers.

“These people joined 
the force to serve and pro-
tect,” Vallone said, “not sort 
and direct phone calls.”

DC 37 said the current 
headcount of the NYPD is 
34,400 citywide, a 20-year 
low for the department. 
The union said it believed 
by turning some of the desk 
jobs held by uniformed of-
ficers over to civilians, it 
could help both the depart-
ment’s budget and staffing 
problems.

The union said the ci-
vilians would cost $10 mil-
lion in civilian salaries, but 
could save the force $16.5 
million annually and could 
reduce overtime spending, 
citing information from the 
city Independent Budget 
Office.

“We have documented 
as many as 3,500 civilian 
positions that are being 
occupied by uniformed of-

ficers,” Rodriguez said.
Vallone said he is not 

advocating for officers who 
are on modified duty or are 
injured, pregnant or have a 
skill set that is needed for a 
specific desk job to return 
to the field. But he said with 
3,000 officers assigned to 
desk jobs, 500 could easily 
be given to civilians.

“It makes sense at ev-
ery level,” Vallone said.

The councilman said 
he has been advocating 
for the “civilianization” of 
desk jobs since he became 
chairman of the committee 
10 years ago. He said while 
Police Commissioner Ray-
mond Kelly has admitted 
that the 500 officers could 
go back out into the field, it 

BY REBECCA HENELY

Bringing recent immigrant children 
to the United States up to the same learn-
ing levels as their American-born counter-
parts has always been a struggle across the 
city, but a new charter school in Elmhurst 
hopes to meet their unique needs.

The Central Queens Academy Charter 
School, at 55-30 Junction Blvd., plans to be-
gin teaching its first fifth-grade class Aug. 
27. More than 70 percent of the 100-strong 
incoming class will be made up of those 
for whom English is not their primary lan-
guage.

“The mission of Central Queens Acad-
emy is really to improve educational out-
comes for recent immigrant youth and 
English language learners,” said Suyin So, 
executive director for the school.

The city Department of Education said 
of the children in the public school system, 
14 percent are learning English and 13 
percent were former learners who have be-

come proficient in English, meaning about 
one in four students enter the city’s public 
school system primarily speaking another 
language.

So said the school was the brainchild 
of a working group of a number of Queens-
based community organizations aimed at 
helping immigrants, mostly from Asian 
countries. They wanted to build the school 

Central Queens Academy Charter School in 
Elmhurst caters to new immigrants who need to 
learn English. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46 Continued on Page 46

Vallone wants pencil-pushing cops 
patrolling neighborhoods instead

New Elmhurst charter 
focuses on ESL students
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5Schools’ fate to be decided
Panel for Education Policy set to vote on eight Queens HS closings

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The city was scheduled 
to decide the fate of eight 
Queens high schools at a 
public meeting in Brooklyn 
this Thursday evening.

The city Panel for Edu-
cational Policy will vote on 
the city Department of Edu-
cation’s plan to close the 
poor-performing schools 
and reopen them as new 
schools with at least 50 per-
cent of their staffs replaced 
in the fall.

The schools on the 
chopping block are Grover 
Cleveland High School in 
Ridgewood, William Cul-
len Bryant HS in Astoria, 
Newtown HS in Elmhurst, 
Flushing HS, August Mar-
tin HS in Jamaica, Rich-
mond Hill HS, John Adams 
HS in Ozone Park and Long 
Island City HS.

Those who wish to 
speak at the meeting at the 
Prospect Heights Campus, 
883 Classon Ave., can sign 
up to do so from 5:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. The meeting 
will begin at 6 p.m., and the 
panel will not vote until ev-
eryone who has signed up 
has been given their allot-

ted two minutes.
In addition to the eight 

Queens high schools, there 
are 35 other items on the 
meeting’s agenda.

The panel — made up 
of city Schools Chancellor 
Dennis Walcott, eight rep-
resentatives selected by the 
mayor and five selected by 
each borough president — 
has never voted against the 

department’s recommen-
dations. The Queens rep-
resentative on the panel, 
Dmytro Fedkowiskyj, has 
said he would vote against 
the proposal.

Nine struggling 
Queens high schools were 
allocated more than $14.5 
million in federal School 
Improvement Grants this 
school year to implement 

less-invasive improvement 
measures, but the state sus-
pended those funds at the 
end of 2011 when the city 
and the United Federation 
of Teachers failed to come 
to an agreement on teacher 
evaluations.

Funding has been re-
stored to every school dis-
trict except New York City 

Bryant High School students rally against the proposed closure of their high school last year.

Wildlife strikes rising at JFK airport
BY STEVE MOSCO

  
Wildlife strikes are on 

the rise at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport, ac-
cording to data released by 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration.

The FAA’s data found 
that planes at Kennedy 
came into contact with 
birds, rabbits and other 
wildlife 257 times in 2011, 
a 17 percent increase from 
2010 and a 55 percent jump 
from 2009.

The latest incident at 
the airport occurred last 
Thursday, when a Delta 
Boeing 757 jet destined for 
Los Angeles had to make 
an emergency landing after 

a bird strike on the right 
engine just after takeoff.

After Flight 1063 en-
countered the birds, the 

captain decided to returned 
to Kennedy as a precaution, 
according to a representa-
tive for Delta. The twin-

engine plane carried 179 
passengers and crew.

The Gateway National 
Recreation Area, which 
manages wildlife refuges 
in the area, said the  U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
is currently working on an 
analysis and impact state-
ment concerning wildlife 
and how to protect passen-
ger planes.

The study will go be-
yond the airports and study 
the population of Canada 
geese and other birds in Ja-
maica Bay.

“We have been work-
ing for many years with 
the Port Authority and the 
FAA to ensure the safety 

Wildlife incidents at John F. Kennedy International Airport are on 
the rise, prompting an investigation by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

City Council members Elizabeth Crowley (clockwise from top 
l.) and Dan Halloran, along with state Assembly members Rory 
Lancman and Grace Meng, have been racking up endorsements 
over the past week.

Gottlieb ends his run 
for new Congress seat

BY JOE ANUTA

After a secret from his 
past surfaced, Jeff Gottlieb 
dropped out of the race for a 
Queens congressional seat 
last Thursday, and the man 
who replaced him bowed 
out a day later.

Gottlieb, a 70-year-
old city Board of Elec-
tions employee, went into 
panic mode after revela-
tions emerged that he was 
charged with arson in the 
1970s, according to a source 
close to the campaign.

The longtime fixture 
in the Queens Democratic 
Party, who worked for sev-
eral lawmakers, told those 
in his petition-gathering 
staff that Queens politi-
cians had threatened to re-
veal his secret in the past. 
Nevertheless, Gottlieb was 
shocked it came out and 
days later announced he 
would bow out, the source 
said.

Stephen Green, a 
Rosedale lawyer, was set 
to take Gottlieb’s place, but 
Green declined to run a day 
later.

In addition, a woman 
who answered the phone 
at a residence listed as T. 
Mittman said  Dr. Robert 
Mittman, a Bayside aller-
gist, decided not to run 
after he was overwhelmed 
with calls to his office. His 
decision was confirmed by 

a receptionist there.
But according to the 

Board of Elections, the 
deadline to decline was Fri-
day, meaning Mittman can-
not get off the ballot unless 
his signatures are thrown 
out or he does so through 
the courts, the board said.

Some of the other eight 
remaining candidates who 
gathered enough signa-
tures to qualify for the bal-
lot were having them scru-
tinized this week in what 
is known as the objection 
process. 

The objections are os-
tensibly filed by citizens 
in the district. A Flushing 
man named Jeffrey Wang 
filed the most general ob-
jections, challenging the 
signatures of every can-
didate in the race except 
for state Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing).

A Rego Park woman, 
Sheryl Fetik, challenged 
the signatures of all the 
Democratic candidates, 
who along with Meng in-
clude City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village), Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows), television pro-
ducer Juan Sheng and 
Mittman. When reached by 
phone, Fetik said she was 
not affiliated with a par-
ticular candidate.

On the Republican 
Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46
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“We know our custom-
ers’ No. 1 concern is to ar-
rive at their destinations 
on time and that’s why we 
have been working hard to 
improve our on-time per-
formance,” said LIRR Pres-
ident Helena Williams.

“I want to congratu-
late the entire LIRR work-
force for this record first 
quarter on-time perfor-
mance,” Williams said. 
“While we benefited from a 
mild winter, we also would 
not have achieved this im-
portant milestone without 
a sustained and concerted 
effort by our frontline em-
ployees.”

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

LIRR trains on the Port Washington line are slated to run every 
half hour during midday starting next month.

LIRR to bring back half-hour Pt. Washington trains
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Long Island Rail 
Road plans to restore half-
hourly train service on its 
Port Washington branch 
next month in an effort to 
bring back thousands of 
commuters.

The LIRR said the new 
schedules would include 
trains every half hour 

starting May 14.
The railroad carried 

out the service reduc-
tions in 2010 at a time of 
cuts throughout the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority’s entire transit 
system, so critical was the 
agency’s financial plight. 
Two entire subway lines 
were abolished and scores 
of bus lines curtailed or 

abolished.
The railroad said it 

lost 180,000 commuters 
because of the end of half-
hour schedules and hoped 
most would return with 
the restoration of every-30-
minute trains.

The return to half-
hourly service will not ap-
ply to nights and weekends, 
where hourly service will 

continue.
The LIRR said bring-

ing back half-hourly service 
will cost $540,000 a year.

The MTA also an-
nounced it has recorded its 
best first quarter on-time 
performance ever, with 
96.17 percent of all trains 
running on schedule dur-
ing the first three months 
of 2012.

The railroad 
said it lost 

180,000 
commuters 

because of the 
end of half-

hour schedules.

Boro Y hosts 
bereavement group

The Central Queens YM & YWHA, at 67-09 108th St. 
in Forest Hills, is a nonprofit community center offering 
services in Forest Hills ranging from educational to social 
and cultural events. The Y is now assisting those in need 
of healing from the deaths of loved ones  over a light kosher 
breakfast and refreshments.

The Brunch Bunch Bereavement Group enables par-
ticipants to share their losses and feelings. Participants 
also have the opportunity to meet other people who have 
been in similar situations. The program provides door-to-
door transportation whenever possible. The facilitator is 
Lauren Fredston-Hermann, the director of the senior cen-
ter at the Central Queens Y.

To receive more information about the program or 
schedule an initial appointment, call Fredston-Hermann 
at 718-268-5011, Ext. 621. You can also visit centralqueensy.
org.

— Kori Tuitt
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Have your people been 
to that terrific new Queens Animal Health yet?

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s first 

veterinary visit

Expires: May 31, 2012

Grand Opening

Special

POLICE 

Blotter

GLENDALE — The 
NYPD was seeking the 
public’s assistance in iden-
tifying a suspect wanted in 
connection with a Glendale 
assault.

Just after noon last 
Thursday, the suspect al-
legedly stabbed a 51-year-
old woman multiple times 
in her torso, arms, neck 
and face inside 80-19 59th 
St. before fleeing, police 
said. The victim was trans-
ported to a nearby hospital, 
where she was listed in 
stable condition, according 
to police.

The suspect is de-
scribed as a 63-year-old 
Hispanic male about 5 feet 
6 inches tall and weighing 
165 pounds with short san-
dy hair and black glasses.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS 
(8477). The public can also 
submit their tips by logging 
on to the Crime Stoppers 
website at nypdcrimestop-
pers.com or by texting their 
tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
,then entering TIP577. All 
calls are strictly confiden-
tial.

TIMES SQUARE — Police said they 
arrested a Kew Gardens man on charges of  
picking the pockets of a sleeping No. 7 train 
passenger in Times Square.

Officers observed 22-year-old Enemou 
Chukwudike, of 130-13 Jamaica Ave., sit 
down next to a sleeping passenger Satur-
day at a stationary No. 7 train, police said.

Chukwudike allegedly put his hand in 
the passenger’s pockets several times and 

then left the train, according to the cops.
Police said that when he was arrested, 

he had both an iPhone and a credit card 
that did not belong to him as well as some 
razor blades.

He was charged with criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, grand larceny, criminal 
possession of stolen property and jostling, 
police said.

JOSE RODRIGUEZ
Photo courtesy NYPD

Police seek man in stabbing of woman, 51

Boro pickpocket caught on No. 7 train: Cops

WOODHAVEN — Police arrested and 
charged a 59-year-old Queens Village resi-
dent in connection with a hit-and-run ac-
cident that left a man in critical condition 
Monday night, according to the NYPD.

Ian Glasgow of 204th Street, was 
charged with leaving the scene of an acci-
dent, police said.

According to an NYPD spokesman, a 
50-year-old man had been trying to cross 
Woodhaven Boulevard at the intersec-
tion with Jamaica Avenue at about 7 p.m. 

Monday when he was struck by a 2003 In-
finiti sedan, which had been driving south-
bound. Police said that the driver fled the 
scene of the crash.

Officers responding to a 911 call about 
the accident apprehended Glasgow at Wood-
haven Boulevard and 91st Avenue, several 
blocks away, according to the NYPD.

The pedestrian was taken to Jamaica 
Hospital, where he was listed in critical 
condition, police said.

Man arrested in Woodhaven hit-run

Police said that a 50-year-old man was in critical condition after he was struck by a car on Woodhaven 
Boulevard and Jamaica Avenue Monday night. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The U.S. Supreme 
Court has declined to rule 
on whether New York’s rent 
control laws are constitu-
tional, leaving the regula-
tions intact in Queens and 
the rest of the city.

The high court had no 
comment and offered no in-
formation on details of the 
vote by court justices.  Four 
of the justices were raised 
in New York City.

The Supreme Court’s 
decision not to consider the 
case means the rent control 
regulations will continue 
as they have for more than 
40 years.

City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) applauded the Su-
preme Court’s decision.

“I’m pleased that the 

Supreme Court has refused 
to hear the case. The deci-
sion is consistent with long-
standing precedent that af-
firms the city’s and state’s 
authority to enact these 
laws, which are an integral 
part of the city’s effort to 
provide affordable housing 
to New Yorkers.”

The state Department 
of Housing reported that 
in Queens there are about 
143,000 rent-stabilized 
apartments and some 5,500 
rent-controlled apartments. 
In 2006, there were more 
than 10,000 rent-controlled 
apartments in Queens 
and 156,958 rent-stabilized 
apartments.

Throughout the five 
boroughs there are more 
than 1 million apartments 
under some sort of rent 
regulations.

The case was brought 
before the Supreme Court 
by James Harmon Jr. and 
his wife Jeanne of the Up-
per West Side of Manhat-
tan. They own a brown-
stone and rent out six 
apartments in the building. 
The Harmons complained 
that three of their apart-
ments each bring in about 
$1,000 a month, far below 
the market rate, which they 
contended was a violation 
of the Fifth Amendment 
governing private property 
rights.

Rent control and stabi-
lization regulations apply 
to about half of New York 
City’s rental properties.

The Rent Stabilization 
Association, representing 
more than 25,000 land-
lords, has been fighting for 
decades in an attempt to 

abolish the rent regulation 
system.

The state Legislature 
renewed the present rent 
regulation system last year 
for four years.

State Assemblyman 
Sheldon Silver (D-Manhat-
tan) maintains the rent 
regulation system “must be 
strengthened and extended 
to protect working families 
under siege by the real es-
tate interests.”

“Every year more 
than 10,000 rent regula-
tion apartments are lost 
because of loopholes in rent 
laws,” Silver is quoted as 
saying on his website.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Regulations like those set for rent stabilized apartments, including ones in this Bayside building, will remain intact, after the U.S. 
Supreme Court declined to hear the case. Photo by Nykeema Williams

Eniaya Smalls (l.) and Jourdan James from the Beacon prgram at 
PS 56 in Richmond Hill rally with other children outside Queens 
Borough Hall. Photo by Christina Santucci

Boro Hall rally slams 
planned Beacon cuts

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Hundreds rallied on 

the steps of Borough Hall 
last Thursday as the final 
dismissal bell loomed for 
after-school programs fac-
ing budget cuts.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s 2013 fiscal 
year budget calls for cuts 
to child care programs that 
would leave 47,000 chil-
dren and families in the 
city without after-school 
options, according to Cam-
paign for Children, a chil-
dren’s advocacy organiza-
tion.

The rally drew elected 
officials, parents, program 
volunteers and children — 
all gathered to tell the may-
or that while the cuts might 
save some money, it will ul-
timately be devastating to 
the children of Queens.

“These closures mean 
that thousands of young 
people will be left without 
the educational, enriching 
after-school environments 
that help them to succeed 
in school,” said Campaign 
for Children representative 
Emma Woods. “Thousands 
of parents will be forced to 
scramble to find safe places 
for their children while 
they’re at work.”

Borough President Hel-
en Marshall said the hours 
after school can be the most 
dangerous for school-age 
children and programs like 
the ones proposed to be cut 
keep children away from 

temptations such as drugs, 
alcohol and teen pregnan-
cy.

“We are taking this 
message to the mayor and 
to the governor. Do not shut 
down these programs,” she 
said at the  rally. “We’re go-
ing to win this and keep 
these programs open and 
available to the working 
families in Queens.”

One of the largest pro-
grams affected by the cuts 
would be the city’s Beacon 
programs, with the Queens 
facilities in danger of clo-
sure being Queens Com-
munity House at JHS 190 in 
Forest Hills, at 108-25 62nd 
Drive,) and the Samuel 
Field Y at MS 158 in Bay-
side, at 46-35 Oceania St.  
These Beacon programs 
operate after school, on 
weekends, on school holi-
days and throughout the 
summer.

“I don’t think 
Bloomberg understands 
the impact these cuts would 
have,” said Jessi Koenigs-
berg, an art teacher at MS 
158 in Bayside, who works 
in the homework room of 
the school’s Beacon pro-
gram. “Working parents 
rely on these programs. 
Where would children 
go? They would be on the 
streets and that is where 
they get into trouble.”

One of those youths 
who stayed off the streets 
thanks to his neighbor-
hood Beacon program is 

High court keeps rent laws
Stabilization, control regs untouched in 150,000 Queens apts.

Continued on Page 46
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Overturn Citizens United to protect elections

Y
our Feb. 23-29 paper 
contained the letter 
“Fight to keep big 
money out of politi-

cal campaigns.” It express-
es the feeling of the vast 
majority of Americans.

The Citizens United 
case is one of the most out-
rageous injustices institut-
ed on our electoral system. 
This miscarriage of justice 
was perpetrated by no less 
than the highest judges in 
our country: the U.S. Su-
preme Court judges.

They are nine people 
with supposedly no politi-
cal bias and who are placed 
in a lifetime position. No 
bias indeed! It took five 
with a blatant right-wing 
agenda to outnumber the 
remaining four and declare 
the absurd conclusion that 
“corporations are people.”

As a consequence of 
this conclusion, as people 
they have freedom of speech 
and their money talks as 
Super Political Action 
Committees. In fact, that 

money has been screaming 
throughout the Republican 
Party primary and it will 
be ear-bursting when the 
election commences.

How could those five 
“judges” put their country 
up for sale? It is disgusting 
and suggests the need for 
imposing term limits for 
our robed rogues.

As the letter stated, a 
constitutional amendment 
has been introduced to 
overturn Citizens United, 
but money will never be 

removed from elections un-
less they are publicly fund-
ed once and for all.

Not only will it cease 
to have our elections go to 
the highest bidder, but it 
will keep our elected offi-
cials attending to the duties 
for which they were elected 
and not spending so much 
of their terms begging for 
money.

Theo Pappas
Bayside

‘TURNAROUND’ 
BLOOMBERG

The people living in western Queens are rightly 
angry. Following its unpopular “turnaround” model, 
the city Department of Education is planning to close 
Long Island City High School and put another high 
school with some fancy name in its place.

More than 100 teachers and students and their 
families attended a rally at the school, at 14-30 Broad-
way in Astoria, to oppose the closing.

If this were a democracy, there would be a chance 
the DOE might listen to a crowd that impassioned and 
large. But this agency does not listen. There is no public 
support for the turnaround plan and there is no reason 
to believe it will work.

It is nothing more than a costly public relations 
stunt designed without any credible effort to get input 
from the people it will affect.

What Mayor Michael Bloomberg doesn’t under-
stand is the role public schools play in the community. 
Closing the school and reopening it with a new admin-
istration will alienate not only the current student 
body, but alumni.

Like Long Island City HS, the other high schools 
marked for turnaround also serve communities with a 
growing immigrant population. They include William 
Cullen Bryant in Astoria, Newtown in Elmhurst, Gro-
ver Cleveland in Ridgewood, Flushing, August Martin 
in Jamaica, Richmond Hill and John Adams in Ozone 
Park.

Sam Lazarus, a teacher at Bryant HS, who attended 
the Long Island City HS rally, said, “This is an attack 
against education. This is an attack against immigrant 
populations.”

Devika Seeraj is senior president of the student or-
ganization. Next fall she will attend Brown University. 
Some of her fellow students will be attending New York 
University.

The teacher’s union is also opposed to the plan.
A letter signed by Queens state Sens. Michael 

Gianaris, Jose Peralta, Shirley Huntley, Tony Avella, 
Malcolm Smith, Joseph Addabbo Jr. and Toby Stavisky 
sent to city Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott urges 
him to consider less “invasive” alternatives.

Bloomberg has put the chancellor in the unhappy 
position of either ignoring his boss or ignoring the peo-
ple he was hired to serve.
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Fracking raises too many questions on safety
T

here has been much 
discussion about the 
use of hydraulic frac-
turing, or fracking, 

when drilling for natural 
gas in the Marcellus Shale 
areas in New York state. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo will 
have the final say as to 
whether to allow this con-
troversial technology to be 
used. Please contact him 
with your thoughts about 
this issue.

The gas and oil com-
panies have been blanket-
ing the media with ads 
proclaiming the safety of 
this process and the mil-
lions of jobs drilling will 
supposedly create. They 
are spending huge amounts 

of money not just for their 
rosy ads, but also in terms 
of contributions to the cam-
paign coffers of many elect-
ed leaders.

Many questions still 
remain unanswered about 
fracking and the fluid used 
in the process. Scientists 
and environmental and 
community groups in our 
state are asking:

1. Why is fracking fluid 
exempted from being regu-
lated as hazardous waste 
when it contains many tox-
ic and carcinogenic chemi-
cals?

2. How close to water-
shed areas should drilling 
be allowed?

3. What will be the 

impact on public health 
and safety if fracking fluid 
seeps into water sources 
like wells, reservoirs and 
waterways?

4. In other states, 
fracking fluid has contami-
nated wells and streams, 
so what contingency plans 
have been put into place in 
New York if drinking water 
becomes contaminated by 
fracking fluid?

5. Why hasn’t a cumu-
lative impact analysis and 
a health risk assessment 
been done to determine the 
effect that fracking will 
have on residents and com-
munities near where the 
projected 65,000 wells will 
be operating?

6. Where will the bil-
lions of gallons of water 
required in the fracking 
process come from and 
what will happen in times 
of drought?

7. Why hasn’t a com-
prehensive plan been es-
tablished to determine how 
the projected billions of 
gallons of wastewater gen-
erated during drilling will 
be disposed of? Will the 
wastewater, which contains 
residue fracking fluid, be 
stored in open pits or will it 
be trucked off to other des-
tinations? No matter where 
or how it is stored, how will 
the wastewater be handled 
given its toxicity and radio-
activity?

8. Does drilling using 
fracking and/or storage 
of wastewater from frack-
ing procedures precipi-
tate earthquakes? Areas 
in Ohio have experienced 
these events and many be-
lieve there is a link to the 
fracking process.

9. Natural gas obtained 
in the Marcellus Shale 
and other regions contain 
high levels of radon gas, a 
known carcinogen, so how 
will things be monitored 
to make sure the health of 
those receiving this natu-
ral gas is not threatened?

10. Just how many jobs 
and what kind of jobs will 
be created if fracking moves 
forward in New York, and 

will these jobs benefit area 
residents?

Cuomo should provide 
answers to these and other 
questions. I believe the 
responses will show that 
fracking is not worth the 
risks and that we need to 
move forward with renew-
able, safe energy alterna-
tives like solar and wind 
power.

This will create jobs 
that we need while protect-
ing our environment.

Henry Euler
Bayside

Supreme Court needs term limits

O
n March 26, the 
U.S. Supreme Court 
started listening to 
arguments relative 

to the constitutionality of 
the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act of 2010, 
passed by Congress. Let us 
hope our lifetime-appointed 
judges will offer their un-
biased consideration with 
their ruling in June.

Let us also hope they 
show more rationality and 
less partiality than they 
last did when deciding that 
corporations are people 
— our country’s practice 
of one person, one vote be 
damned. 

But that was their 
recent 5-4 irrational ratio-
nal. Prior to that was the 
ever popular 5-4 decision 
when one of the three equal 
branches of our govern-
ment, the judicial, decided 
and was allowed to elect 
who would be the next 

president of the executive 
branch (Gore v.  United 
States).

Two failed wars later 
and we have seen how well 
that turned out. If allowed 
to continue their illegal 
power play, they can next 
overrule the health care 
law. Nowhere in the U.S. 
Constitution did I find that 
the Supreme Court could 
overrule a law passed by 
Congress and signed by the 
president. I always thought 
it is Congress’ responsibil-
ity to pass legislation that 
affects the entire country, 
but that is for Constitution-
al scholars to ponder.

Justices Antonin Sca-
lia, Samuel Alito and Clar-
ence Thomas are certain 
to decide that the law is 
unconstitutional. Thirty 
courts below them have al-
ready upheld it. Justice An-
thony Kennedy is the only 
possible swing vote and 

maybe Chief Justice John 
Roberts is a long shot, but 
unlikely.

He seems more in-
terested in a proud legacy 
than the others. At least the 
separation of the mandate 
from the rest of the health 
care package is likely. Un-
fortunately, Thomas did not 
make any notable observa-
tions, therefore the dumb-
est statement came from 
Scalia, who compared forc-
ing people to have health 
care insurance to forcing 
people to buy broccoli.

Having the majority of 
judges with leanings toward 
either party permanently 
enshrined in the Supreme 
Court is unhealthy, since 
bias will always surface. 
We should have term limits 
for the Supreme Court.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

Give teachers respect, good salaries

W
ith all the talk that 
education is so 
important in this 
country, it is time 

that teachers who teach in 
schools throughout Amer-
ica be treated with the 
courtesy and professional-
ism they deserve.

Teachers are dedicat-
ed to their profession and 
work hard to help their stu-
dents achieve their best in 
the classroom. With all of 

the hard work that is part 
of the teaching profession, 
teachers should be paid fair 
and livable salaries.

They have bills to pay 
like all workers in this 
country, but it seems that 
when it comes to a decent 
salary, it never happens. 
Teachers are not, nor have 
they ever been, treated 
as professionals in their 
field, and it is time for that 
recognition to be given to 

all of our teachers across 
America.

Test scores alone do 
not show what hard work 
and positive results teach-
ers and their students 
achieve. There are so many 
other parameters that must 
be looked at when evaluat-
ing teachers.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Jamaica Library grateful for funds

O
n behalf of Queens 
Library, I want to 
thank the voters 
on the Rockaway 

peninsula and City Coun-
cilman Eric Ulrich (D-
Ozone Park) for allocating 
$700,000 in capital fund-
ing for improvements to 
Queens Library at Penin-
sula and for an automated 
library vender in Breezy 

Point.
Through the participa-

tory budget process, com-
munity residents have ex-
pressed their priorities on 
how a portion of their tax 
funds would be spent. We 
are gratified they feel their 
public library is important 
enough to merit their con-
sideration.

I will be sending reg-

ular updates to the com-
munity on the progress of 
their projects and look for-
ward to enriching lives on 
the peninsula.

Thomas Galante
President

Queens Library
JamaicaContact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com



WE

12
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, A
PR

. 2
6-

M
AY

 2
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

O
n Sunday evening, 
the Eastern Mili-
tary Academy held 
its Queens Chapter 

Alumni Association’s an-
nual dinner at the Riviera 
Restaurant in Whitestone. 
It had a good attendance, 
allowing for the fact that 
some members were on 
vacation, some were still 
in their winter homes and 
some have moved away and 
have other interests. Unfor-
tunately, some have died 
and some just didn’t feel up 
to it.

For those who were 
there, it was lots of fun rem-

iniscing. EMA, during the 
time of its existence, was 
located in OHEKA, the for-
mer Otto Kahn estate, and 
what a magnificent struc-
ture it is. Current owner 
Gary Melius restored the 
estate and made it a luxury 
hotel and catering estab-
lishment providing the 
glamour and opulence that 
existed in Long Island’s 
Gold Coast Era.

One of the subjects un-
der discussion by EMA was 
the possibility of joining its 
association with La Salle 
University’s alumni asso-
ciation. Both associations 
find themselves in similar 
situations: dwindling mem-
berships and increasing 
costs. Sounds like a good 
workable plan if they can 
get it together.

Queens associations 
and organizations never 
let you down. They always 

manage to come up with 
interesting events, speak-
ers and honorees for you to 
write about.

On April 18, the Clin-
ton Democratic Club had its 
April meeting. The guest 
speaker was Bill Thomp-

son, former city comptrol-
ler and current chairman 
of the Battery Park City 
Authority. Thompson had 
a lot of interesting things to 
say, including his announc-
ing his intention to run for 
mayor in, 2013. Good luck, 
Bill!

Also on that day, the 
Queens Republican Party 
held its annual spring din-
ner and awards reception 
at Terrace on the Park.

This year’s honor-
ees were Serf Maltese, 
who received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award; Yong 

Sang Yoon received the 
Businessman of the Year 

Award; Joseph Ferra-

mosca was the recipient 
of the Theodore Roosevelt 
Rough Rider Award; and 
Corey Ribotsky received 
the Abraham Lincoln Lead-
ership Award.

Dan Halloran and 
George Maragos were 
busy as bees working the 
room. As you know, they 
are running for office — 
Halloran for Gary Acker-

man’s congressional seat 
and Maragos for Kirsten 

Gillibrand’s U.S. Senate 
seat. Good luck, Dan and 
George!

Although Wendy 

Long and Bob Turner 
were invited to the GOP 
dinner, apparently they 
both had scheduling con-
flicts and neither was able 
to attend. All in all, it was a 
well-attended, fun party.

On Friday afternoon 
the Long Island City Cham-

ber of Commerce held its 
April meeting at the Crab 
House Restaurant in Long 
Island City. That luncheon, 
as Yogi Berra would 
say, “was deja vu all over 
again.”

I’ve attended many a 
luncheon, dinner and other 
events at the Crab House 
over the years. If you had no 
other place to go to to view 
Macy’s Fourth of July fire-
works, you could drive over 
to the parking lot across the 
street from the Crab House, 
pack a picnic basket of food 
and beverages, bring a few 
folding chairs and you had 
a front row waterfront view 
of the show.

Guess what’s going to 
happen to that parking lot 
now? It’s going to be the 
site of a 25-story apartment 
building. Where will the 
Crab House patrons park? 
Long Island City is now 

an up-and-coming neigh-
borhood and changing the 
landscape of the entire 
area.

Crab House owner 
Tony Mazzarella is also 
president of the state Box-
ing Hall of Fame. He is on 
the board of the Long Is-
land City Chamber of Com-
merce. Tony is an interest-
ing man who cares about 
his community.

The Boxing Hall of 
Fame held its inaugural in-
duction ceremonies April 1 
at Russo’s on the Bay. I am 
sorry I missed it, but I was 
still in Saratoga at the end 
of the New York Press Asso-
ciation’s spring convention. 
There are just too many 
things happening at the 
same time, but please invite 
me to your next event.

Till next week, Dee.

Bill Thompson throws his hat into 2013 race for mayor

Dancer Ginger Rogers once called Douglaston home

B
orn Virginia Kath-
erine McMath July 
16, 1911, in Indepen-
dence, Mo., Ginger 

Rogers was a star of stage, 
screen and television for 
five decades from the 1930s 
to the late 1980s. She made 
a total of 73 films and is 
still remembered by fans 
as Fred Astaire’s dancing 
partner in many produc-
tions. Rogers overcame an 
unhappy childhood to find 
an outlet for her talent and 
attain success through 
changing times.

The future star’s par-
ents, electrical engineer 
William Eddins McMath 
and Lela Emogene Owens, 
separated shortly after 
young Virginia’s birth. As 

a little girl, she lived with 
her grandparents in Kan-
sas City while Lela strug-
gled to build a career as a 
scriptwriter, at one point 
even becoming one of the 
first women to enlist in the 
U.S. Marine Corps.

Ginger, so named due 
to the difficulty a cousin 
had pronouncing her name, 
moved in with her mother, 
who was living in Texas 
with her second husband, 
John Rogers.

With Lela working as 
a theater critic for a local 
newspaper, young Ginger 
had her exposure to the 
stage, and she soon caught 
her first break when a trav-
elling vaudeville act need-
ed a stand-in for a show in 

Fort Worth.
She settled in New 

York City, where she sang 
on the radio and performed 
in the Broadway musical 
“Top Speed” in 1929. The 
stage was now set — theater 
lights would soon shine 
and audiences swoon at the 
name Ginger Rogers.

Soon after her Broad-
way debut, Rogers was 
chosen to star in the Gersh-
win musical “Girl Crazy” 
alongside a young actress 
from Astoria by the name 
of Ethel Merman. Working 
with Astaire, who helped 
the dancers with their cho-
reography, Ginger became 
an overnight star at the age 
of 19. In 1930, she signed a 
seven-year contract with 
Paramount Pictures and 
went on to make five fea-
ture films at Astoria Stu-
dios. She lived briefly at 
that time in Douglaston.

The rising star soon 
got herself out of the Para-
mount agreement and 

headed west for greener 
pastures. Rogers began 
making Hollywood movies 
for Warner Brothers, Mono-
gram, RKO Radio Pictures 
and Fox. Her early hits in-
cluded the 1933 films “42nd 
Street” and “Flying Down 
to Rio,” which marked 
her first appearance with 
Astaire.

The two soon devel-
oped a unique chemistry. 
The pair went on to star in 
numerous films through-
out the 1930s, including 
“Top Hat,” “Swing Time” 
and “Shall We Dance,” and 
were said to be involved ro-
mantically. As the decade 
continued, however, hard 
economic times took their 
toll on the entertainment 
industry. With production 
costs of musicals higher 
than those for regular mov-
ies, by 1939 it was time for 
the famed duo to go their 
separate ways.

As one door closed 
for Rogers, another was 

about to open. In the years 
that followed, her career 
blossomed, with the silver 
screen a grand stage for the 
actress to showcase her tal-
ent and considerable versa-
tility. Even as clouds of war 
gathered, Rogers was a star 
recognized the world over, 
appearing in a number of 
hit dramas and comedies 
throughout the late 1930s 
and ’40s.

The former Queens 
resident also shined in 
comic roles, gracing the sil-
ver screen in the 1941 come-
dy “Tom, Dick and Harry,” 
in which she dreamed of 
marrying three different 
men, and “The Major and 
the Minor,” where Rogers’ 
character passed herself 
as a 12-year old girl to get 
a cheap train ticket but is 
then forced to carry on the 
masquerade for longer than 
she had bargained for.

By the early ’40s, Rog-
ers was the highest-paid 
performer in Hollywood. 

When she reunited with 
Astaire in “The Barkleys 
of Broadway,” however, the 
sun was already beginning 
to set on a storied career. As 
roles for older actresses be-
came scarce, her star was 
eclipsed by rising young 
actresses such as Marilyn 
Monroe.

But she did not go qui-
etly, starring in such pro-
ductions as the 1950 film 
“Storm Warning” with 
Ronald Reagan and Doris 
Day and the mystery thrill-
er “Tight Spot” opposite 
Edward G. Robinson before 
returning to Broadway for 
“Hello, Dolly!” in 1965.

In the twilight years 
of her career, the versatile 
actress remained active 
by appearing in television 
series. Rogers died at her 
winter home in Rancho Mi-
rage, Calif., April 25, 1995, 
her name still evoking the 
grace and magic of a bygone 
era in American film.

COLUMNS

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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By Dr. C. Hammoud Ph.D.
�I had terrible Acne for 3 years and tried products with Benzoyl
Peroxide, Aloe Vera and others. After 4 days taking the Bell natural
product #60 it started to clear up my skin. My skin changed from terrible
to beautiful. Mylene Theriault, 19, Sorel-Tracy, QC �In 2 days my
son’s face completely cleared up of acne. My son is 15 and suffered for
3 years. We used many products like laser, Neem that did not work or
burned his skin. Veronica Marden, Seminole, TX �Unbelievable
acne free beautiful skin Last couple of years I had acne and tried
every product and antibiotics. Results with #60 were unbelievable.
Thanks for giving me beautiful skin and my self-esteem. Nelisa Royer,
28, Doral, FL �Within 6 days eczema cleared up completely. I
believe #60 addresses the cause internally instead of the symptoms.
Latifa Boutshik, 43, North York, ON �I had severe psoriasis over
95% of my body. Last 5 years I have stunned every doctor and
dermatologist. I spent tons of money on remedies. After I got Bell #60,
I’ve never seen anything work as fast in my life. Within 2 days I saw my
skin clearing up. I’m speechless. It was inexpensive compared with
what I spent before. Jessica Shantz, 25, Dawson Creek, BC �All
statements made on the Bell website are sent by delighted users. All
are real people. Most have listed phone numbers and can be called for

advice. No money is paid to them. Their reward is the relief they are getting. All say #60 works within
days not months, not years. It’s more effective than what they used before. It is less expensive (some
acne suppliers ship monthly and charge monthly, which may amount to large sums yearly). No side
effects were reported on #60. TRUE EVIDENCE that we are helping people.

Eczema
Psoriasis
Rosacea
Rashes

#60
Guaranteed better than all
others they used say dozens
of delighted users with full
names and towns on the Bell
website. Works by cleansing
blood inside rather than
attacking skin from the outside
and leaving the actual cause
untreated. Here are a few
examples:

ACNE

In other towns try your local health food stores first. If they don’t have it and don’t want to
order it for you, order on our website or call us with Visa or Mastercard. S & H $9.95.

Store inquiries are
welcome.

www.BellLifestyle.com
1-800-333-7995

�Cholesterol and triglycerides under control! For the last 5-6 years I
have been told that my cholesterol and triglycerides were out of line. After taking
Bell Cholesterol Control #14 my doctor said he was amazed about the change.
This is a good product. Jerome Nettles, 51, Monroeville, AL �All statin
drugs gave me pain! My doctor tried them all on me. So he said to try a
natural product. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 I have no more pain.
I’m so happy about this. Deanna O’Neil, 63, Tecumseh, ON. �I had great
success with all Bell health products! In the last 2 years I had relief with

Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea, HDL Cholesterol Management, Blood Pressure Combo and Stem Cell Activator.
I love your products. They all work for me. Great results. That’s all that matters. Basil Richards, 49, S.W.
Ranches, FL �20 years of high cholesterol alleviated! I had high cholesterol for 20 years and drugs
didn’t agree with me. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 for 6 months I had a check-up and was surprised
about the big improvement. I was delighted and extremely happy and so was my doctor. Norma Hrysio, 65, Lac
Du Bonnet, MB. We supply TRUE EVIDENCE.

Cholesterol
Control

High blood pressure is called the silent killer. If your BP is higher than
normal, try to get it down to about 120/80. For many people it is easy to
control. If it does not work for you we refund your money. On our website
you will find over 50 testimonials with full names and towns from all over
USA and Canada. Most of them have listed phone numbers and are happy
to talk about the relief they had. No money was paid for testimonials.

Other Bell products for relief of the following chronic ailments
All guaranteed! �Intestinal Cleansing & Weight Control #10 �Wrist Pain Carpal Tunnel
#30 �Stops Blood Sugar Imbalance & Weight Gain #40 �Calming Cronic Stress #66
�Colon Care & Cleanse #74. Bell is helping people everywhere.

Dr. C. Hammoud M.H., Ph.D. recommends this effective fish peptide
blood pressure natural product. So does Dr. Julian Whitaker M.D. �I was
on 3 blood pressure drugs that did not work well. After starting Bell #26
my readings are generally well below 120/80. Dona A. Anderson, 76,
Sooke, BC � My blood pressure was 157/90 and I had side effects
from prescription drugs. I bought a monitor. After 6 months on Bell #26 I
was down to 120/80. Toni L. McCuistion, 52, Elizabethtown, PA � At
work my driver’s medical test was too high at 170/100. After taking Bell

#26 for a few days I went down to 128/84
which allowed me to pass my work medical.
Kris Geier, 48, Windsor, ON. All products guaranteed to work.

�AVAILABLE IN QUEENS: �SPRINGFIELD Health Conscious Natural Foods 231-22
Merrick Blvd �ASTORIA Strand Pharmacy 2501 Broadway Astoria Chemist 2501 30th. Ave Astor
Pharmacy 3518 Ditmars Blvd. �BELLEROSE Rocky Hill Pharmacy 23601 Braddock Ave
�CORONA Value Pharmacy 5917 Junction Blvd �FAR ROCKAWAY Redfern Drugs 1485
beach Channel Dr. �FLUSHING A C Northern Pharmacy 154-16 Northern Blvd Franconia Pharmacy
4502 162nd St. Lewis Pharmacy 13698 Roosevelt Ave Victoria Pharmacy 44-45 Kissena Blvd
�FOREST HILLS J & D Pharmacy 7168 Yellowstone Blvd �FRESH MEADOWS Ilana’s
Pharmacy 180-30 Union Turnpike Echo Drugs 70-35 Parson Blvd �HOWARD BEACH Howard
Beach Apothecary 158-40 Crossbay Blvd �JACKSON HEIGHTS Jackson Heights Health Food
Store 83-10 37th Ave.  Maram Pharmacy & Surgical 7701 37th Ave Mi Farmacia 9015 Roosevelt Ave
Superior Pharmacy 7814 Roosevelt Ave Vitamins & Homeopathy Center 72-15 35th Ave�JAMAICA
Queens Community Expert Pharmacy 168 12 Hillside Ave Hillside Pharmacy 18420 Hillside Ave  Variety
Drugs 16933 137th Ave �LONG ISLAND CITY Vernon Pharmacy Inc. 4815 Vernon Blvd.
�GREAT NECK Optimum Health Nutrition 7 Spruce St.�LITTLE NECK Little Neck Health
Connection 24516 Horace Harding Expwy �MASPETH Eagle Pharmacy 6402 Flushing Ave
�REGO PARK Arcola Pharmacy 65-45 99th St�RIDGEWOOD Kraupner Pharmacy 6686
Fresh Pond Rd Mil-Rue Chemists 6687 Fresh Pond Rd Shawn Pharmacy 3339 Wycoff Ave.�SAINT
ALBANS Vital Health Food 196-14 Linden Blvd. Mind Body & Soul 189-28 Linden
Blvd.�SUNNYSIDE Go Natural Health Food 4503 Queen Blvd �WHITESTONE GNC 153-29
Cross Island Pkwy.�AVAILABLE IN LONG ISLAND: �VALLEY STREAM Dale Drugs
531 West Merrick RD.�CORAM Yore X Drugs 1850 Route 112�EAST HAMPTONS Liggett
Drugs 39 W.Montauk HWY.�HICKSVILLE GNC #2492 481 Broadway Mall �MIDDLE ISLAND
The Natural Vitamin & Herb Source 770 Middle Country Rd �BRENTWOOD Brentwood
Pharmacy 761 Suffolk Ave # 1  �SOUTHAMPTON Southrifty Drug 54 Jagger Ln �SAG
HARBOR SAG HARBOR PHARMACY 120 Main St �EAST HAMPTON East Hampton
Pharmacy 106 N. Main St.�SELDEN Quality Pharmacy 249 Middle Country Rd  �SHOREHAM
Shoreham Drug 99 Route 25A, #1 �N. BALDWIN Natures Vitamin Spot 1211 Grand Ave.

�Relief in 3-5 days from dribbling, burning and
rushing to the toilet.  If you are considering surgery, try
this tea first.  Must work of money refunded. 99% success
rate. Helps virtually everybody quickly. The only prostate
remedy that works so well that it comes with a money-
back guarantee. Literally hundreds of delighted men
testifying on our web site:

� Doctor said to keep on drinking the tea.  Prescribed
prostate drugs did not help.  Leonard Pearcey, Wassis, NB
�I cancelled my prostate surgery. Get up once a
night.  I'm so happy not to have to face the torment of a
prostate operation and incontinence or impotency.  Albert
E. Blain, 74, Schumacher, ON �Even after TURP
prostate surgery and microwave therapy had to get up
many times.  Now down to 1-2 times. Tea is 100% better
than drugs.  Robert G. Stocker, Eustasis, FL �After 1st
year drinking tea my PSA went down to 4.5; after 2nd

year to 2.9; after 3rd year to 2.3.  I highly recommend the tea. A real life saver.  Thomas M. Thurston,
Forsyth, GA. People’s phone numbers on our website.

Frequent
BATHROOM TRIPS?
Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea #4a

#14

High Blood Pressure?

#26
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Lancman, Nolan blast Glendale SSA offi ce closure
BY STEVE MOSCO 

 
Residents angered by 

the closure of the Ridge-
wood/Glendale Social Se-
curity Office joined state 
Assembly members Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) and Cathy Nolan (D-
Ridgewood) to advocate for 
the reopening of the office 
on Myrtle Avenue.

The office closed last 
year, rerouting anyone 
who needs Social Security 
assistance to an office in 
Rego Park — a major in-
convenience for the senior 
citizens who frequented the 
Glendale office.

“It should never 
have closed,” said Linda 
McGrath, a Glendale resi-
dent since 1949 who hap-
pened to be walking by and 
joined the rally. “I don’t 
drive so I can’t go to the 
Rego Park office. Getting 
there by public transporta-
tion is a nightmare — it’s 
easier to get to Manhat-
tan.”

Lancman, who is run-
ning for Congress in the 
new Queens district, said 
the Glendale office’s shut-
tering is a symbol of how 
last year’s $1 billion budget 

cut to the U.S. Social Secu-
rity Administration has 
stranded seniors in com-
munities like Glendale and 
Ridgewood.

“This shuttered of-

fice is a brick-and-mortar 
representation of the mis-
guided choices being made 
in Washington. Instead of 
protecting Social Security 
benefits for seniors, Repub-

licans are protecting tax 
cuts for the rich,” he said. 
“This office being closed 
is the trickle-down product 
of choices made by Repub-
licans. The choice to cut 
the Social Security budget 
became the choice to close 
this office.”

The assemblyman 
said if elected to Congress, 
he would seek to raise the 
taxable income cap, which 
would help to restore Social 
Security funding. Accord-
ing to Lancman, this would 
help keep offices like Glen-
dale open and able to serve 
the public.

Nolan said reopening 
the office, at 67-10 Myrtle 
Ave., which closed in July 
last year, would restore 
access for seniors in Glen-
dale, Middle Village, Mas-
peth and Ridgewood.

“Congress may think 
that traveling a few extra 
miles to access Social Secu-
rity benefits is no big deal, 
but they don’t understand 
that things are a little dif-

ferent here in middle-class 
Queens neighborhoods 
like Glendale and Ridge-
wood,” said Nolan. “These 
residents here today were 
just walking by and they 
chose to join us here. That 
tells me this neighborhood 
needs a congressman that 
will be a vocal advocate for 
the community.”

Another senior neigh-
borhood resident, Kathleen 
Strong, said she could drive 
to the Rego Park office, but 
parking for someone of any 
age can be a major prob-
lem.

“If you want to park, 
you can try to get a spot 
at the [Rego Center] mall 
and walk five blocks to the 
office,” said Strong. “Try 
parking anywhere else and 
you’ll probably get a ticket 
or a tow.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

BY STEVE MOSCO 
 
State Assemblyman Rory 

Lancman (D-Fresh Meadows) 
made an unannounced stop last 
week at the Juniper Park Civic 
Association gathering to intro-
duce himself as a candidate for 
Congress in the race for U.S. Rep. 
Gary Ackerman’s (D-Bayside) 
seat.

Juniper hosted the 104th Pre-
cinct meeting at Our Lady of Hope 
at 61-27 71st St. in Middle Village.

Seeking the Democratic nom-
ination in the June 26 primary, 
Lancman said his record working 
in the Assembly is a good indica-
tor of how he will represent the 
district in Washington, D.C. The 
newly redrawn district covers 
Bayside, Flushing and the Fresh 
Meadows area, then extends into 
the Forest Hills, Glendale and 
Middle Village.

“The people we send to Wash-
ington need to be serious legisla-
tors and they need to understand 
how to pass laws and make deci-
sions on important issues like 

terrorism, Social Security and 
the integrity of our financial sys-
tem,” he told to the crowd at Our 
Lady of Hope in Middle Village 
April 18.

“These are big issues that 
I’ve tackled in Albany and my 
experience makes me very well-
suited to go down to Congress and 
hit the ground running.”

Lancman spoke in depth 
about two pieces of legislation he 
passed in Albany: the Freedom to 
Report Terrorism Act, which pro-
tects people who report potential 
terrorism from lawsuit, and the 
Libel Terrorism Protection Act, 
which protects American jour-
nalists and authors from foreign 
libel verdicts.

“I authored [the Libel Ter-
rorism Protection Act], then it 
was adopted in Congress and is 
now national law,” he said. “So 
you can say I’m not in Congress 
yet, but I’ve already passed my 
first bill.”

The assemblyman also said 
he will go to Washington with lo-
cal issues in mind and try to ef-

fect change for the community on 
a federal level.

Local issues were the main 
focus of the meeting as Capt. Mi-
chael Cody of the 104th Precinct 
delivered the crime statistics for 
the month. Cody said the precinct 
recorded a slight rise in robberies, 
with the majority involving hand-
held devices such as iPhones.

“The robberies are mirror-
ing boroughwide and citywide 
robbery trends, with handheld 
electronics the predominant tar-
gets of theft,” he said. “We contin-
ue to ask the public to be aware of 
their surroundings.”

Cody also mentioned a rash 
of incidents involving curfew vio-
lations in Juniper Valley Park. 

Cody has spoken with Juniper 
Civic Association President Bob 
Holden about increasing aware-
ness in the community about the 
park’s 9 p.m. curfew.

“We’re asking residents to get 
the word out that there is a 9 p.m. 
curfew in the park and we will 
get some signs posted,” he said. 
“We have issued summonses and 
made some arrests for violations 
and public drinking.”

Holden told Cody and the 
crowd that a major problem in the 
neighborhood is residents block-
ing sidewalks with their cars. He 
said residents are removing the 
strip of grass between the street 
and the sidewalk, then laying 
down concrete to add parking at 
the residence.

Cody said residents should 
call the precinct with the address-
es of these violators and they will 
be investigated.

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

State Assembly members Rory Lancman (from l.) and Cathy Nolan drew a crowd of residents as they 
called for the reopening of a Social Security office in Glendale. Photo by Steve Mosco

104th Pct. captain tells civic meet robberies inching higher

Lt. James Lombardi and Capt. Michael Cody, of the 104th Precinct, met 
with residents in Middle Village at the Juniper Park civic gathering. 

Photo by Steve Mosco
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Ulrich throws hat into race for Addabbo’s seat
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
The youngest member of the 

City Council has declared his 
candidacy for the state Senate.

Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park) Tuesday he would 
challenge Sen. Joseph Addabbo’s 
(D-Howard Beach) for his seat in 
District 15, which stretches from 
Far Rockaway through Howard 
Beach and Ozone Park up to For-
est Hills, Glendale and Middle 
Village.

“For the past three years, I 
have been honored to serve the 
people of my community at City 
Hall,” said Ulrich, 27, in a state-
ment. “I am now ready to take the 
fight to Albany where I will be an 
independent voice for the taxpay-
ers of Queens County. I will be 
a state senator who never stops 
fighting for the middle class.”

His opponent, Addabbo, said 
he has been prepared for a cam-
paign no matter who is running 
against him.

“Knowing the new district 
lines, this was inevitable,” said 
Addabbo, referring to the new 
boundaries drawn up this year. 
“This just starts the campaign 
clock. It will be a long campaign 

— a marathon, not a sprint.”
Addabbo previously held Ul-

rich’s Council seat and was elect-
ed to the Senate in 2008, defeating 
Republican Serphin Maltese. He 
won re-election in 2010.

While he would not comment 

on Ulrich directly, the senator did 
say the election will be won on the 
issues that concern residents on 
a day-to-day basis — and he has 
the experiences working on these 
concerns.

“It’s going to be about job se-

curity and job creation, protect-
ing health care, senior citizens, 
education. These are things I’ve 
fought for my entire career in 
public service,” he said.

Ulrich won his Council seat 
representing District 32, which 

includes many neighborhoods 
in southeast Queens, like Wood-
haven, Howard Beach, Ozone 
Park and South Ozone Park, 
among others,  in a special elec-
tion in February 2009 and was 
re-elected in November the same 
year. The councilman said he 
had fully intended to run for re-
election in the district, but he felt 
he could have a greater impact in 
the Senate.

He sits on six Council over-
sight committees: Civil Service 
and Labor, Education, Housing 
and Buildings, Public Safety, 
Transportation and Waterfronts.

“I will bring the same fresh 
approach and new ideas to the 
state Senate that I’ve brought to 
the City Council. I love my job on 
the City Council, but the stakes 
are simply too high,” he said. 
“Too many of my friends and rela-
tives have left New York because 
they can’t afford to live here any 
longer. We need to change that. 
I’m running because I believe I 
can make a difference.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo will defend his seat in District 15 against City Councilman Eric Ulrich in an election this fall.

the Greater Woodhaven De-
velopment Corp., $3,000 to 
the Forest Hills Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps, $3,000 
for the Ridgewood Local 
Development Corp., $3,000 
for the Greater Ridgewood 
Youth Council, $3,500 for 
Middle Village’s Juniper 
Park Civic Association and 
more.

Bob Holden, president 
of the Juniper Park civic, 
said elected officials en-
courage volunteerism, but 
those programs need funds 
to operate.

“We have dozens of 
groups in the 15th Senate 
District  willing and able 
to organize volunteers to 
work on hundreds of proj-
ects and programs,” he 
said. “A small amount of 
money is needed to keep 
these groups afloat.”

The 15th Senate Dis-
trict includes the com-
munities of Belle Harbor, 

Breezy Point, Broad Chan-
nel, Far Rockaway, Forest 
Hills, Glendale, Howard 
Beach, Kew Gardens Hills, 
Maspeth, Middle Village, 
Neponsit, Ozone Park, 
Rego Park, Richmond Hill, 
Ridgewood, Rockaway 
Beach, Rockaway Park, 
South Ozone Park, Wood-
haven. 

Eileen Reilly, of Mas-
peth Town Hall, which 
stands to lose $2,000 with 
the cuts, said youth and 
senior programs would be 
hit hardest — and those are 
two groups that should be 
protected the most.

“Maspeth Town Hall 
would have used these 
much-needed dollars to-
ward our Tutorial Pro-
gram, Regents Review 
classes and After-School 
Program for children in 
the area who need our ser-
vices,” she said. “Maspeth 
Town Hall would be very 

grateful if the governor 
would let these dollars be 
used by our center to offer 
the programs that enhance 
the lives of the families of 
our community.”

Addabbo said a pro-
cess should be established 
where applications can be 
submitted directly to state 
agencies where the funding 
has already been allocated 
to their individual budgets. 
He also believes that elimi-
nating elected officials 
from the process would ad-
dress any concern of mis-
use or impropriety.

“It’s not about the pho-
to op or press release to be 
issued by elected officials,” 
said Addabbo, who plans to 
write directly to the gov-
ernor. “It’s about getting 
funding to local residents, 
schools and community 
groups who provide ser-
vices but are now being ig-
nored by our state budget.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Funding could be lost for 
the Forest Hills Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps if Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s vetoes stand.

Continued from Page 1

Cuts
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Member FDIC

To make an appointment 
or meet Maria at one of 

our Ridgewood branches, 
call 347-537-9569.

   
    

   

No one knows mor tgages better than Maria Fernandes, your friendly, 
neighborhood Mor tgage Consultant. She has a special, limited-time 
mor tgage that, once approved, could get you moving on a new home 
or refinancing your existing one. Hurry because this offer 
may be withdrawn at any time.

  “I have a super low 
rate up to $2.0 million!”

(NMLS ID# 646650)

: Forest Hills – 107-55 Queens Boulevard 

Bensonhurst – 7124 18th Avenue 2520 East 17th Street 

 Baldwin Harbor – 835 Atlantic Avenue 2080 Bellmore Avenue 
2435 Jericho Turnpike

can’t harm another family in the 
future like he did mine.”

Gibbons Jr. was riding home 
in the back of a livery cab in the 
early morning of Oct. 15 when Ro-
driguez, driving the wrong way 
on the Long Island Expressway 
service road, struck Gibbons’ 
Town Car, throwing him forward 
into the dashboard, the DA said.

Rodriguez fled the scene and 
Gibbons was taken to Elmhurst 

Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead on arrival, the DA 
said.

Brown’s office said Rodri-
guez was speeding. The driver of 
the livery car was hospitalized 
with severe head, neck and back 
injuries, while Rodriguez’s pas-
senger, who Brown said initially 
fled, returned to the site of the 
wreck and was also hospitalized 
for head injuries.

Rodriguez was arrested Nov. 
15 in Connecticut by the Regional 
Fugitive Task Force, according to 
the NYPD.

Brown said the sentence was 

the maximum allowed under the 
law.

“Hopefully, this guilty plea 
will serve as a measure of jus-
tice for a senseless death,” said 
Brown. “No amount of words can 
undo the damage or pain that this 
defendant has caused.”

Brendan Gibbons said the 
family plans to continue to follow 
Rodriguez and be there whenever 
he comes up for parole. When that 
time comes, Gibbons said his fam-
ily will be there to speak out for 
George.

“For myself and my family, 
no matter what time he does in 

prison, it’s never going to bring 
back my brother. Whether he 
does 15 years or 30 years, we’re 
never going to get George back,” 
he said. “We miss him every day, 
but as long as we fight for him, 
he’ll never really be lost.”

In keeping his memory alive, 
the family has since reopened 
Gibbons’s Home and the bar is 
now being run by George’s five 
siblings.

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

would become loyal cus-
tomers.

“I had a relationship 
with every customer in 
Baldwin,” he recalled. 
“The Baldwin customers 
knew that there wasn’t 
anything I wouldn’t do for 
them. If someone wanted a 
pint of chicken noodle soup 
because they were sick, 
I’d find a way to get it to 
them.”

The first few years in 
Baldwin had plenty of ups, 
downs and financial un-
certainties, but the lessons 
learned there still inspire 
Dragoon to run his fran-
chise as if it was one deli on 
one street corner.

Ben’s Deli does not buy 
food in large, pre-sliced, 
frozen quantities like large 
chain restaurants. While 
that type of operation works 
for the chain restaurant 
business model, Dragoon 
prefers to keep food produc-
tion on the premises of each 
restaurant.

The chain approach 

is “ingenious in terms of a 
business model, but inevi-
tably that food is going to 
either be loaded with pre-
servatives or it’s not going 
to be as fresh as you want it 
to be,” he said. “That’s not 
where we want to head. You 
lose the personality of each 
restaurant and you lose 
that family atmosphere.”

Since the inception of 
Ben’s Deli in 1972, Dragoon 
has tried to stay true to 
that family atmosphere and 
make each locale unique. 
When Ben’s Bay Terrace 
location, in operation for 
about 18 years, began los-
ing customers to Florida re-
tirement, Dragoon decided 
to open up shop in Boca Ra-
ton and his first day there 
became a Queens family 
reunion of sorts.

“When they saw me in 
Florida, they had tears in 
their eyes,” he said. “That’s 
the kind of success I always 
wanted. Money comes and 
goes, but it’s the people that 
matter.”

Peter Rodriguez, 37, faces 3 1/2 to seven 
years in prison in the death of George 
Gibbons Jr. He will be sentenced May 
7. Photo Courtesy NYPD

Continued from Page 1

Gibbons

Continued from Page 2

Ben’s Deli

Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger 
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QCC Holocaust Center collects survivors’ stories
BY PHIL CORSO

 
It was just another 

day to some of the students 
passing through Queens-
borough Community Col-
lege last Thursday.

But to Dr. Arthur Flug, 
it was the big day in the 
midst of what he called his 
busy season.

Holocaust Remem-
brance Day fell on April 19 
and Flug, executive direc-
tor of the college’s Harriet 
and Kenneth Kupferberg 
Holocaust Resource Cen-
ter and Archives, had his 
hands full with various 
internship programs and 
activities for students.

“Our biggest mission 
is to tell the story and make 
it relevant,” Flug said. “On 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, we have a special op-
portunity to honor and to 
reflect on the indescribable 
suffering, bravery and self-
lessness of those who were 
murdered under the Nazi 
regime and those who be-
came survivors.”

Through the center, 
students of the college are 
paired up with survivors of 
the atrocity with the goal to 
preserve their stories. Ac-
cording to Flug, one of the 
most common worries of 

Holocaust survivors that 
he has spoken to has been 
the preservation of their 
stories. In turn, the col-
lege created a program in 
which 15 interns meet with 
survivors once a week to 

learn and preserve their 
legacies.

“We take their experi-
ences and we make them 
into educational programs 
for the students,” Flug 
said. “The students become 

a spokesman for them. 
They’re the insurance pol-
icy,” Flug said.

The Holocaust Re-
source Center is near the 
entrance of the college 
inside a large, glass cube 
structure. When inside, the 
various interactive exhibits 
come to life as the daytime 
sun shines through the 
glass walls, shedding light 
on the stories of suffering 
that Flug said needed to be 
told.

Vincent Wheeler 
was one student who met 
with Holocaust survivors 
through the program to 
preserve their stories. His 
testimony is displayed 
through a touch screen 
video display inside the 
center’s gallery.

“It was one of those ex-
periences I’ll never forget,” 
Wheeler said. “It’s truly a 
blessing and I kind of value 
my life more because of 
that.”

According to Flug, the 
college is working to assem-
ble a group of survivors’ 

children, known as the 2G, 
or second generation,  Club, 
to tell their parents’ stories 
through their perspectives. 
Not only will these efforts 
provide a different view of 
the Holocaust, but they will 
also help keep their par-
ents’ experiences relevant 
as they grow older, Flug 
said.

The Holocaust Re-
source Center at Queens-
borough is the only center 
of its kind in Queens.

“The Holocaust came 
to an end more than 60 
years ago, yet the chal-
lenges that have emerged 
from this period relating to 
government-sponsored ter-
ror, hatred as a toll on so-
ciety and the responsibility 
of the individual in times 
of moral crisis are not only 
still with us, but challenge 
us on a daily basis,” Flug 
said. “The programs, arti-
facts and individuals who 
make up the Kupferberg 
Holocaust Center are a 
dynamic force in meeting 
these challenges.”

BY JOE ANUTA
 
State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) has two less 
challengers after Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
decided to run in another 
district and former Sen. 
Frank Padavan opted not 
to relive a heated previous 
campaign for his old seat. 

“I’m going to focus my 
efforts on getting Dan re-
elected,” Padavan said at a 
recent event, referring to 
City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone), who 
is running for Congress.

Padavan, a Republi-
can, said that although he 
was approached by several 
people to run for the 11th 
Senate District, which cov-
ers a large swath of north-
east Queens, including 
College Point, Whitestone, 
some of Flushing, Bayside, 
Fresh Meadows, Hollis 
Hills and the neighbor-
hoods bordering Nassau 

County. Padavan held the 
seat for 38 years before los-
ing to Avella in 2010, and he 
decided not to jump back 
into the political arena.

It was widely specu-
lated earlier this year that 
Padavan would face off 
against Avella in a general 
election, and Padavan told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in February that he was 
considering the move.

But a source in the 
Queens Republican Party 
confirmed Padavan did not 
want to run. Now the party 
is in the process of drawing 
up a shortlist of possible 
candidates and interview-
ing them.

It was also uncertain 
where Stavisky would end 
up running after the redis-
tricting process, but her 
office said she would be 
making an announcement 
on the steps of Flushing 
Library, at 41-17 Main St., 
indicating she would go for 

the new 16th District.
That district most 

closely resembles her cur-
rent seat, but is centered 

around Flushing, with two 
arms that extend west into 
Forest Hills and east along 
the Long Island Express-

way into parts of Bayside. 
The district is 53 percent 
Asian, and by running 
there Stavisky will avoid a 
primary with Avella.

Her announcement 
will also put to rest long-
standing questions about 
where she would run.

In late January, the 
state body in charge of re-
drawing political districts 
to accommodate population 
change make some changes 
to the 16th Senate District, 
most notably eliminat-
ing Stavisky’s Beechhurst 
home and drawing it into 
the domain of Avella.

For months, Stavisky 
remained mum on where 
she would run, ultimately 
waiting until another as-
pect of the redistricting 
process was resolved in 
court.

The Senate Republi-
cans, who drew their own 
lines for the decennial pro-
cess, also created an extra 

seat upstate, bringing the 
total in New York to 63.

Senate Democrats 
sued to try and have the 
lines thrown out for violat-
ing the state Constitution, 
and Stavisky decided to 
hold back until the conflict 
was resolved, since Demo-
crats hoped the districts 
would be redrawn. Earlier 
this month, a judge ruled 
in the Republicans’ favor, 
although Democrats ap-
pealed.

As of now Stavisky will 
face John Messer, an Oak-
land Gardens lawyer whom 
she defeated in a Democrat-
ic primary in 2010. A Flush-
ing activist named Sunny 
Hong has also expressed an 
interest in running on the 
Republican ticket. 

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Arthur Flug leads the way in the Queensborough Community College Holocaust Resource Center’s ef-
forts to tell the stories of survivors. Photo by Phil Corso

Former state Sen. Frank Padavan has decided not to run against 
current Sen. Tony Avella in this year’s elections.

Padavan decides not to seek rematch against Avella
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COLD FUR STORAGE TIME

Already reduced merchandise 
in stock with this ad

Sale expires 7/31/12

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% OFF
SALE

HOURS: Mon-Fri 10-6  | Sat 10-5 | Evening by appt. | 4th Generation Furriers

Store your Furs, Shearlings, Outerwear
At one of the FINEST CERTIFIED COLD STORAGE

“ON PREMISES”
To protect your garment from drying and insect damage

* REPAIRS * REMODELS * CLEANING * GLAZING
Trade-ins accepted

We carry a large designer collection of the finest furs 
anywhere at the lowest prices.

Quality for less and will not be undersold.

STORE, CLEAN & GLAZE SPECIAL ONLY $84.95  YANNIS FURS INC. 130 Middle Neck Road. Great Neck, 516.504.1113

Yannis Furs

 

 

 
Registered by the New York State Board of Regents  
Accredited by the New York State Assoc ia�on of Independent Schools 
The Vincent Smith School is a non-profit corpora�on and  
is open to all without regard to race, creed, color, or na�onal origin.                 

322 Port Washington Blvd., Port Washington, NY 11050  
Call (516) 365-4900 Or Visit Our Website at  www.vincentsmithsch ool.org  

                        

Differen�ated  Instruc�on  
Small Suppor�ve Classes 
Structured Environment 

Self-advocacy through unique 
S.A.M. Program 

College/ Career Counseling 
Social Skills Training 

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, MAY 6 , 2012 – NOON – 3:00 PM

 

                        “It’s Okay to Learn Differently”  

SUCCESS BEGINS at Long Island’s Premier School That Addresses  
the Needs of Reluctant Learners and Students with Learning  

Disabili�es such as ADD, ADHD, Asperger Syndrome, Expressive and
Recep�ve Language Issues in Grades 4-12 

VINCENT SMITH SCHOOL

SCAN HERE 
FOR OUR
WEBSITE

DOUBLE PANE 
WINDOWS

$179
Fully Welded! Energy Effi cient!

*Up to a Giant 101 U.I.

Completely Installed!

516-564-4400
FREE
In Home

Estimates!

SHOWROOM
1096 Grand Ave.
South Hempstead

Just Off Exit 20 s On Southern State Pkwy
Suffolk Lic#49650-H Nassau Lic#H0811550000 NYC Lic#1419391

 Guaranteed Energy Savings...in Writing!
 Lifetime Glass Breakage Warranty
 Lifetime Parts & Labor Warranty

$500 OFF 
ROOFING

Min. 1500 sq. ft. Not to be combined with any other offer.

$2000 OFF 
VINYL SIDING

Min. 1500 sq. ft. Not to be combined with any other offer.
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•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
•  J O U R N A L I S M  •  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T S

www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Open House  Saturday, May 5 at 1 pm
• Learn about our Degree & Internship Programs 

 • Presentations & Demonstrations in our Professional Studios
  • Meet with Admissions & Financial Aid Representatives

   • Scholarships Available  

Five Towns College

Summer Classes & Workshops for High School Students  
 July 2 - August 10

  Summer Programs for Graduate Students  
   July 2 - August 10

    Summer College Programs   
     May 21 - July 20

BY REBECCA HENELY

An Ozone Park teenag-
er has been arrested in the 
shooting of the wife of a Su-
danese diplomat in Astoria 
near Long Island City High 
School, police said.

Miguel Mata, 19, of 
90th Street and Sutter Av-
enue, was taken into cus-
tody Friday and charged 
with attempted murder, as-
sault, criminal possession 
of a weapon and reckless 
endangerment, police said.

The Sudanese woman 
was shot in the arm April 
17 on 31st Drive near 21st 
Street while standing on 
the street with her two chil-
dren, police said.

The New York Post 
identified the woman as 
Mawagad Elbahi, 31, the 
wife of Consul General Mo-
hamed Elbahi. Mawagad 
Elbahi had been waiting 
for her 5-year-old son to be 

dropped off from school at 
a bus stop and was struck 
by a stray bullet fired dur-
ing a dispute between two 
youths about three blocks 
away, the Post reported.

Her 3-year-old daugh-
ter and infant son were 
with her at the time, the 
Post reported.

Mawagad Elbahi was 
taken to Elmhurst Hospital 
Center, at 79-01 Broadway, 
where she was listed in sta-
ble condition, police said.

Her children were un-
harmed in the attack, po-
lice said.

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), 
whose district covers As-
toria, said the shooting 
underscored the need for 
more officers in the 114th 
Precinct, which patrols the 
community.

“We can’t wait any 
longer for more cops on our 
streets,” Vallone said.

Wife of diplomat from Sudan 
shot by teen in Astoria: Police

An arrest has been made in the shooting of a Sudanese 
diplomat’s wife on 31st Drive near 21st Street in Astoria. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely
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Evening walks with 
your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.

Now what? 
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Call now! 
877.340.8718  petro.com

HEATING OIL  |  AIR CONDITIONING  |  CHIMNEY 

*$1,000 rebate applies to qualifi ed systems only. Limited time offer, expires 7/31/12, equipment must be installed by 8/15/12. 
Local, state and utility tax credits and rebates of up to $600 vary by state and must meet SEER and EER criteria to qualify. 
Credit offer applies to current Petro customers who install any qualifi ed ductless AC equipment and will be applied to 
account. **Subject to credit approval by GE Money. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Must present this ad at the 
time of quote. Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2012 Petro. P_12274

Get a rebate of up to $1,000 
when you buy any qualified central AC system from Petro
or $100 off the installation of any ductless AC system.
Save even more with up to $600 in local rebates and incentives!*

Plus, $0 down and affordable monthly 
payments for qualified customers!** 

SAVE UP TO $1,600 
on a new central AC 
system this summer 
or
GET UP TO $700 OFF 
a new ductless 
AC system*

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

The Calvary@Home Nurse. The same world-renowned 
compassion and care right in your very own home.

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org

Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most 
important decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a 
century, Calvary Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain 
management and emotional comfort to patients suffering from 
advanced cancer and other chronic and acute terminal illnesses. 
The same Calvary discipline of unique compassion and care is also 
provided by our home care and hospice teams right in your very 
own home or select nursing homes. It’s called Calvary@Home. 
Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home is considered one 
of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for your patient, 
but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s another reason 
why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life Continues. 
Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.
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nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc

PICK UP YOUR FREE TREE AT THE FOLLOWING GIVEAWAY LOCATIONS (RAIN OR SHINE):

MillionTreesNYC 
Spring 2012 
Tree GiveawaysFREE TREES!

   Some simple rules: 

Limit one tree per household. 

Trees must be planted in the five 
boroughs.  

Trees must be planted on private 
property (ex: front/back yard).  

Trees cannot be planted along streets.  

Trees must be properly watered and 
maintained.

Saturday, April 28 – 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Partner: Bayside-Whitestone Lions Club

Pick-Up Location: 23-02 Francis Lewis Blvd

Saturday, April 28 – 9:30 am to 11:30 am
Partner: Roackaway Civic Association

Pick-Up Location: 533 Beach 126th Street

Saturday, May 5 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: PSMS 219Q

Pick-Up Location: 144-39 Gravett Rd

Saturday, May 19 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: New York Anti-Crime
Pick-Up Location: Astoria Park

Saturday, May 19 – 10:00 am to Noon
Partner: PS 173

Pick-Up Location: 174-10 67th Ave

Sunday, May 20 – 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm
Partner: 4Boro Neighborhood Preservation Alliance

Pick-Up Location: 70th Ave & Queens Blvd (Macdonald Park)

QUEENS

Quantities are limited. 

Trees available on a first-come 
first-served basis.

* IMPORTANT *
Dates and times subject to change.

Check www.nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc
 for the most recent updates.

For more information on tree giveaways, visit 
www.nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc
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EASTERN MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI DINNER 

QUEENS CONSERVATIVE PARTY APRIL MEETING

QUEENS GOP SPRING GALA AT TERRACE ON THE PARK

JEFFERSON DEMOCRATIC CLUB APRIL MEETING

LIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEETING AT THE CRAB HOUSE

SUNNYSIDE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE LUNCHEON AT NOBUS

2

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

65

3

3

7

4

4

8

Dennis Ring and Peter Zuccarello

Mayoral candidate Bill 
Thompson

(Back) Jim Darmus, Tim Kehoe, Charles Moschini, Dennis Calogera, Barry Rigleheim (alumni 
pres.), Thomas Gattu, Witold Rak; (front) Dr. Leo HedBanny, Frank Scala and Bill Caraba

Enke and Tom Long, Philip Goldfedder 
and Audrey Goldfedder

Arthur Rosenfield, founder

Luke Adams, Tony and Lina Tang and 
Victor Clavie

Phil and Nelly Ragusa

Bob Bishop and Frank Padavan

Peter Vallone Jr.

Tom Long and Dan Halloran

Captain Powers of 108th Precinct, guest 
speaker

Mala in restroom with entire walls 
covered in US copper pennies

Serf Maltese, Dan Halloran and Frank 
Padavan

Barbara and Ralph Barba

John Duane, Warren Schreiber and Matt Silverstein

Phil Ragusa, Vinny Tabone, honoree Serf 
Maltese, Dan Halloran and Frank Padavan

Dan Halloran and George Maragos

Peter Vallone Jr., Bill Thompson, Paul Vallone and John 
Dorsa

Vinny Tabone, guest, honoree Yong Sang  
Yoon, Phil Ragusa

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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Cuomo names Paterson to seat on MTA board
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Former Gov. David Pa-
terson has been appointed 
to the MTA board to fill the 
slot vacated by Nancy Shev-
ell, wife of former Beatle 
Paul McCartney.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
named the 57-year-old 
Paterson, a former state 
senator and the state’s first 
black governor, to the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority board.

Paterson, who is le-
gally blind, has worked as a 
talk show host since he left 
office in 2010.

MTA Chairman Jo-
seph Lhota hailed the ap-
pointment.

“I applaud Gov. Cuo-
mo’s nomination of former 
Gov. David Paterson to the 
board of the MTA,” Lhota 
said. “I have known the for-
mer governor for 35 years 
and look forward to the op-
portunity to work with him 
again.”

The appointment of 
Paterson is subject to ap-
proval by the Senate.

Paterson took over 

as governor in 2008 when 
Gov. Eliot Spitzer resigned 
amid a sex scandal. During 
Paterson’s tenure, he faced 

massive financial problems 
and numerous controver-
sies.

Shevell’s last day on 

the MTA board was Jan. 
25, when she bade an emo-
tional goodbye to her col-
leagues at the agency’s 
monthly meeting.

In other transit news:
• The Long Island Rail 

Road said it would halt the 
sale of alcoholic drinks 
aboard trains leaving Penn 
Station between midnight 
and 5 a.m. on weekends in a 
drive against drunkenness 
and “rambunctious behav-
ior.”

The LIRR said the pilot 
program was announced af-
ter two railroad personnel 
were attacked by drunken 
commuters recently. The 
alcohol ban will apply to 
trains leaving Penn Station 
on Friday and Saturday 
nights.

• Disabled persons 
eligible for Access-a-Ride 
transportation would get 
free MetroCards under an 
MTA plan to encourage use 
of buses and subways.

The agency said it 

could save as much as $96 
million annually under the 
plan. The idea is to reduce 
the number of people us-
ing Access-a-Ride, which 
is vastly more expensive 
and on which trips must be 
arranged 24 hours ahead. 
Caregivers or other escorts 
would ride for free.

• Manhattan Borough 
President Scott Stringer 
says the transit system 
needs a new subway line 
that would connect the 
Bronx, Queens and Brook-
lyn in a way none now 
does.

Stringer, a possible 
mayoral candidate, also 
called for the return of the 
commuter tax as a way to 
solve the MTA’s chronic fi-
nancial straits.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

BY PHIL CORSO

Residents of Queens 
don’t need to look far for a 
close view of the changing 
climate. Warming tempera-
tures have left educators 
and supervisors at Little 
Neck’s Alley Pond Envi-
ronmental Center with no 
choice but to adapt.

“We’re living the 
consequences of climate 
change. There is proof the 
temperatures have been 
inching up,” said Dr. Aline 
Euler, education director 
at APEC. “The intensity 
of certain storms seems to 
be rising and I don’t think 
people are ready for it.”

After the National 
Oceanic Atmospheric Ad-
ministration named last 
month the warmest March 
on record in both the state 
and country, Euler said 
educational programs 
at APEC have taken the 
wacky weather into ac-
count. A global warming 

program has been created 
and is available for teach-
ers at the center to include 
in their sessions.

“We have to help people 
understand and take mea-
sures to lessen their carbon 
footprint,” Euler said. “Ev-
erybody has to help.”

Through the middle of 
April, long patches of heavy 
sun and little rain led to an 
increase in brushfires in 
nearby Long Island and 
New Jersey communities, 
destroying homes and in-
juring emergency respond-
ers. Educators at APEC rec-
ognized the greater risks of 
brushfires, Euler said, so 
much so that teachers start-
ed taking walkie-talkies 
out on nature walks with 
students as a precaution.

“We have to adapt how 
we operate with the chang-
ing weather,” Euler said.

Educator Dyan 
Freiberg said she has no-
ticed differences in stu-
dents’ behaviors while out-

side with her classes. Most 
notably, she said, pollen has 
become a more prevalent 
aspect of her daily routine.

“The kids’ allergies 
have been acting up more. 
I’ve never taken note of it 
like that before,” Freiberg 
said. “It somewhat scares 
me.”

The city’s 2011-12 win-
ter was the second mildest 
in history, according to 
the NOAA, and educators 
at APEC said they noticed 
changes in the nature pat-
terns they work in. Ac-
cording to Euler, patches of 
drought led to the shrink-
ing of APEC ponds, dry 

soil making it difficult to 
plant new trees and differ-
ent behavioral patterns in 
animals.

“The weather has 
made it hard for our ani-
mals,” Euler said. “The 
birds are returning earlier 
from migration, the plants 
are coming out earlier and 

it’s putting stress on our 
ecosystem.”

Freiberg said she tries 
to include environmentally 
friendly behaviors in her 
teaching plans despite feel-
ing that much of the dam-
age has already been done.

“I teach about climate 
change and what we can do 
to help slow the process,” 
Freiberg said. “I try to pro-
vide the students with in-
formation and just hope we 
teach a better lifestyle.”

But according to Eu-
ler, teaching APEC’s stu-
dents about climate change 
is only a small step in the 
overall effort needed to 
lessen its effects.

“We have a chance to 
mention this to our kids, 
but it takes a lot of people 
to make a difference,” Eu-
ler said. “It unnerves me 
to see these changes in our 
weather patterns and ev-
eryone should try to pass 
on the message.”

Former Gov. David Paterson has been appointed to the MTA board. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

Climate change effects in focus at Alley Pond center

Unpredictable weather patterns and stretches without rain leave Alley Pond Environmental Center 
with a potential hazard for brushfires. Photo by Phil Corso
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WAH Center
(Williamsburgh Art and Historical Center)

is pleased to present
Spring Fling International Juried Art Show

Saturday, April 21st - Sunday, May 27th

Reception Saturday, April 21st 4-6PM Curated by Yuko Nii
135 Broadway, Bedford and Broadway

718-486-6012 or 718-486-7372

Orpheus in the Forest, (4’ by 6’), oil
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BY JONNA LEEFER

Now seniors can breathe a sigh of relief because 
they will be able to stay in their homes longer and 
safer than ever before by taking advantage of today’s 
modern technology. Newly developed sensor devices 
and web-based programs give peace of mind to both 
the elder adult and his concerned children. These 
high-tech devices work by unobtrusively monitor-
ing folks in their own homes. Once fully educated 
on these systems, most people are excited about hav-
ing them in their homes because they allow them to 
age in place safely.

Less sophisticated technology has been on the 
market for some time now, but these systems need 
personal interaction to make them work. The most 
well-known of these devices is the Medical Alert 
System, which is implanted into a wristband or 
necklace and worn by the senior. If a fall or other 
dangerous situation occurs, he can press a button to 
call for help. The biggest problem is, the person has 
to remember to wear the device, and be willing to 
press the button. Many older adults prefer to remain 
unattended rather than alarm a loved one when 
they need help.

The new technology is more sophisticated and 
allows sensors to unobtrusively track a person’s 
movement and alert caregivers without wires or 
any personal interaction. The most basic systems 
use wireless motion or contact sensors that are 
placed on kitchen appliances, cabinets, doorways, 

Continued on Page 32

Technology 
leads 21st 

century care
Advances allow better quality 
care in the comfort of home
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Exercise is important for all people, including the elderly. Yet, seniors who have 
limited mobility or are confi ned to a wheelchair may think they couldn’t possibly 
exercise. However, there are many things such individuals can do to stay in shape — 
all while sitting down.

Doctors recommend at least 30 minutes of daily exercise for most people. Exercise 
is benefi cial for seniors because it keeps muscles from atrophying, improves men-
tal alertness, strengthens bones, and leads to a healthier metabolism, among other 
things.

For seniors who think they won’t be able to handle traditional 
exercise, chair exercises or modifi ed pilates can be 

effective, even for those with trouble walking or 
standing for extended periods of time.

To get started, all you need is some loose-
fi tting clothing and a chair. Begin by doing 
some stretching movements of the neck, 
arms, and legs. Rotate the head left and right 
and in circles to stretch the neck and back 
muscles. Lift arms over the head and slowly 
drop down to the sides of the body to stretch 
arms and back muscles. Lift and lower the 

legs a few times to warm them up.
To begin exercises, start slowly, and gradu-

ally build up repetitions. Try exercises that in-
clude boxing or punching into the air, arm circles, 

and arm curls. For the legs, work the back and front 
of the legs. Kick the legs out in front of the body sev-

eral times. Hold legs parallel to the fl oor (as much as 
possible) and do leg crosses. Put feet fl at on the fl oor and 

lift up the heels. Keep feet on the fl oor and push down to 
work the buttocks and the top of the thighs.

Those who have mastered these exercises and have been 
told by a doctor that it is OK to do something a bit more strenu-

ous may want to add very light weights to the equation for more 
resistance. Two- or fi ve-pound weights are all that’s needed to 

give muscles even more of a workout.
Those looking to change things up from day to day can think 

about doing yoga in a chair, or even tai chi exercises. Deep breathing 
and meditation after workouts can be part of a cool down and stress-

relief program.
If swimming is possible, or even simply entering a pool, water provides 

gentle resistance and could be a good way to work the body in a gradual 
manner. Buoyancy from the water will be easy on joints and this type of ex-

ercise is very low-impact.
Remember to always consult a doctor before beginning any type of exercise 

regimen, be it with a personal trainer or on your own. The doctor can discuss 
which type of exercises may be safe.

Just 30 minutes of daily 
exercise will keep you fi t
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$2350/month

ELDERCARE TODAY

Understand the risks in buying meds online
The Internet has made it possible for 

consumers to buy just about anything with-
out ever leaving their homes. Whether look-
ing for a pizza or a car, consumers can fi nd 
whatever they need with a few clicks of the 
mouse.

But buying merchandise online always 
comes with a degree of risk, and that’s es-
pecially so when buying medicine over the 
Internet. Not all websites that sell medicine 
are trustworthy, and many physicians feel 
buying medicine online is never a viable op-
tion. Recognizing the risk involved in such 
a transaction, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration offers the following advice to con-
sumers considering purchasing medicines 
over the Internet.

Learn about medicines before order-

ing

Consumers should learn as much as pos-
sible about the medicines they plan to pur-
chase before placing an order. Know what 
the medicine looks like, including its color, 
texture, shape, and packaging. If the medi-
cine has a particular taste or smell, make 
note of that before taking any medication 

purchased over the Internet.
Know what you’re buying

Many websites that sell 
medicine are perfectly le-
gal and trustworthy. How-
ever, just as many, if not 
more, sell medicine that 
has not been checked 
or approved by the 
FDA. These drugs 
might contain 
the wrong ac-
tive ingredient 
or too much or 

too little of the active ingredient, 
making them ineffective and pos-

sibly even deadly. These faulty 
sites appear just as credible 
as their legitimate counter-
parts, but sell ineffective 
or dangerous drugs to con-

sumers who don’t know what 
they’re getting in return.

When shopping for medicine online, 
the Food and Drug Administration 
notes the following signs of a website 
that’s trustworthy:

✔  The site is located in the United 
States.
✔  The site is licensed by the state 
board of pharmacy in which state the 
site is operating.
✔  It offers a licensed pharmacist 
available to answer any questions.
✔  It provides accessible contact 
information that allows consumers 
to talk to a person if they have any 
comments or questions.
✔ The site has an accessible and 
understandable privacy and security 
policy for its consumers.
✔ The site does not sell consumer 
information without consent.
✔  It only sells prescription drugs 
to consumers with an existing 
prescription.

Continued on Page 32

Personal health is a con-
cern for seniors, more so 
than fi nances, says a recent 
study by UnitedHealthcare. 
Nearly seven out of 10 se-
nior respondents to a recent 
survey expressed concerns 
about their health and well-
being, a larger percentage 
than those who expressed 
concern about other cat-
egories, such as personal 
fi nance.

As seniors continue to 
live longer, they want to be 
able to enjoy the life they 
are living. As a result, more 
attention is being paid to 
taking care of oneself so 
that the senior years can 
be enjoyed. One of the key 
things they can be mindful 

of is prescription abuse.
According to data com-

piled by PRIME Institute for 
Families USA, in 2010 the 
average senior was given 
38.5 prescriptions. The av-
erage overall prescription 
number for U.S. seniors 
grew to almost 1.6 billion in 
2010. There is cause for con-
cern that seniors are highly 
overmedicated, and that 
drug interactions could be 
a leading cause of unneces-
sary death or side effects.

Seniors who want to 
stay healthy can also take 
personal responsibility for 
prescription medications. 
Lifestyle choices should 
include learning about the 
medications talked about 

by doctors and discussing 
other options if medication 
seems counterintuitive at 
this time. Keep in mind that 
the average physician visit 
is 10 minutes long, making 
it diffi cult for many doc-
tors to keep abreast of all of 
their patients’ conditions. It 
is important for patients to 
do their own safeguarding 
as well.

To reduce reliance on 
many prescription medica-
tions, seniors may be able 
to simply adjust certain 
choices in diet and exercise. 
For example, cutting down 
on fatty foods may help re-
duce cholesterol. Reduction 
in sodium intake can lower 
blood pressure.

Overmedicating can result 
in harmful side effects
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TAKING MEDS SAFELY: 
SIX WAYS TO KEEP YOUR LOVED ONE SAFE

Seniors 80 years and older make up nearly 
half of all hospitalizations due to adverse 
drug reactions and overdoses.  Photo credit: 
Janet Charles Photo

As we age, our bodies process 
drugs differently.  The average sen-
ior takes more than five different 
pills daily, not including over-the-
counter drugs or supplements, which 
can leave them more vulnerable to 
problems.  In fact, researchers at 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention found that senior citi-
zens are twice as likely to visit the 
emergency room due to adverse drug 
reactions than their younger coun-
terparts.

Patients or their caregivers can 
do a lot to minimize the risk of a bad 
event related to a medication, says 
Registered Nurse Lilliene Mine, a 
nurse care manager with VNSNY 
CHOICE Health Plans from the not-
for-profit Visiting Nurse Service of 
New York, a plan created especially 
for New York seniors who are eligi-
ble for Medicaid and/or Medicare 
and want to live independently in 
their own homes as they face the 
challenges of getting older, instead of 
moving to a nursing home.   

Here are six ways to take medi-
cations safely:

Keep a personal record of all 

the meds your loved one is taking, 
including the name of the medica-
tion, the dosage instructions, the rea-
son it was prescribed and the name 
and number of the doctor who pre-
scribed it.  “Don’t forget to include 
over-the-counter meds and herbal 
supplements, too,” says Mine.

An estimated 100,000 older 
Americans are hospitalized for 
adverse drug reactions yearly, and 
three of the most commonly pre-
scribed drugs – insulin, the blood 
thinner warfarin (aka Coumadin) 
and the heart drug digoxin – are 
most often the cause, according to a 
recent study by researchers at the 
CDC published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine. If you’re unsure 
about your meds, put everything in 
a bag and bring them to your doctor.  
Ask for help figuring out what your 
are taking and why so that you’ll 
know how to take them properly.

Don’t be afraid to speak up.  
Every time a new med is recom-
mended or prescribed, it’s impera-

tive to ask the physician and phar-
macist these key questions:  Why 
has this been prescribed?  How does 
it work?  How can I tell if the drug 
is working?  What are the possible 
side effects?  Is this safe to take with 
other prescriptions and over-the-
counter drugs?  “Also ask about the 
risk of mixing food and drink with 
your meds,” says Mine.  “Something 
innocent may cause an adverse 
reaction.  Grapefruit juice, licorice, 
chocolate, alcohol and other food 
and beverages are known to increase 
side-effect risks with certain medica-
tions.”

Open a dialog with the prescrib-
ing physicians about possibly low-
ering the number of different pills 
taken throughout the day.  Studies 
show that the more pills a person 
takes, the less likely they are to 
adhere to the schedule and dosage. 

“Don’t keep your meds in the 
bathroom or the kitchen,” cautions 
Mine. “The moisture and heat can 
impact potency.”   Knowing how to 

properly take and store your medica-
tions not only helps them work most 
effectively, but may save your life.

Lilliene Mine encourages mem-
bers to get a pill box that has labeled 
compartments for each day of the 
week.  “There are even ones labeled 
‘take with meals’ or ‘take at bedtime’ 
and ones that beep when it’s time for 
a dose,” she says.

For more information about 
VNSNY CHOICE Health Plans from 
the not-for-profit Visiting Nurse 
Service of New York, please call 
1-855-AT-CHOICE (1-855-282-4642) or 
visit www.VNSNYCHOICE.org. 

SOURCES:  
Wall Street Journal Health, Nov. 

25, 2011:  Common Drugs the Culprit 
in Most ER Visits by Seniors, Study 
Finds, http://online.wsj.com/article/
SB100014240529702046309045770565625
39600468.html

New England Journal of 
Medicine, Nov. 24, 2011:  Emergency 
Hospitalizations for Adverse Drug 
Events in Older Americans, http://
www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/
NEJMsa1103053 
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©VNSNY CHOICE 2011

NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

Even if you need help with daily activities like 

bathing and preparing meals . . . even if you need 

the level of care provided in a nursing home . . . 

VNSNY CHOICE has a health plan to keep you safe 

and independent in your own home. We know 

how much that means to you; after all, we’re 

part of the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

   CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE:
  “THIS IS WHERE YOU BELONG”
 1-855-AT-CHOICE (1-855-282-4642)
 TDD/TTY: 1-888-844-5530 
9 am to 5 pm, Monday – Friday 
Or visit www.vnsnychoice.org

For New Yorkers with Medicare and Medicaid

THIS IS WHERE YOU BELONG:In the home you love.In the neighborhood you know.In the health plans created to keep you there.

  



EL
DE

RC
AR

E  
•  
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, A
PR

. 2
6-

M
AY

 2
, 2

0 1
2

TL

32

windows, walls, and beds. 
These systems are con-
nected to a 24-hour call cen-
ter that monitors activities 
and alerts a central control 
center if a loved one is hurt 
or cannot be located. 

The sensors can be pro-
grammed to anticipate 
activity. For instance, if 
your mother usually sits 
in a favorite chair every af-
ternoon, a monitor in the 
chair can be programmed 
to note when she is sitting. 
If the sensor cannot detect 
her for a signifi cant period 
of time, a signal will alert 
the central monitoring cen-
ter and a staff member will 
call. If your mother does not 
answer, the center will alert 
you or another designated 
person who can check on 
her.

Companies or consul-
tants who specialize in this 
equipment will assess the 

home for a small fee, and 
discuss individual details 
about your loved one, which 
enables them to recommend 
equipment that best suits 
her needs.  

“Good technology repre-
sents a great value because 
it is both comparatively in-
expensive and easy to use. 
The risk of falls, medication 
management, cooking con-
cerns, and wandering can 
all be addressed with the 
right devices,” says Meghan 
O’Sullivan of At-Home 
Technologies, LLC, who 
tracks new developments in 
technology and helps fami-
lies decide what equipment 
best fi t their needs. “Under-
standing your options are 
critical to making the best 
decision.”

Monitoring systems can 
be purchased, rented, or 
leased. If you decide to buy 
one, there is typically an in-
stallation fee and a monthly 
monitoring charge. Rentals 

are available through na-
tional manufacturers, lo-
cal distributors, hospitals, 
and social service agen-
cies. Medicare, Medicaid, 
and some insurance com-
panies do not cover the cost 
of the systems, although 
some hospitals and social 
service agencies may sub-
sidize some devices for low-
income users. 

Joanna Leefer is an el-
dercare adviser with al-
most 10 years experience 
working with aging issues. 
She was the primary care-
giver for her parents for 
more than seven years and 
worked for Friends and 
Relatives of Institutional-
ized Aged, Inc., an advo-
cacy organization for the 
elderly, for more than fi ve 
years. For more, visit www.
joannaleefer.com. Her book 
on eldercare will be avail-
able in the spring of 2013. 

In an effort to increase 
awareness among consum-
ers purchasing medicine 
online, the FDA purchased 
and analyzed a host of prod-
ucts that were sold online 
as Tamifl u, which is used 
to treat some types of in-
fl uenza infection. The ac-

tive ingredient in Tamifl u 
is oseltamivir, but in one 
package purchased by the 
organization online, the 
drug it received as Tami-
fl u contained none of the 
active ingredient oseltami-
vir. Similar problems were 
reported by consumers who 
purchased Ambien, Xanax, 
Lexapro, and Ativan over 

the Internet. Instead of re-
ceiving these drugs, con-
sumers received products 
containing the foreign ver-
sion of Haldol, a powerful 
anti-psychotic drug that 
sent consumers to the emer-
gency room, where they 
were treated for a host of 
ailments.

More information about 
prescription medication 
safety is available at www.
fda.gov.

Continued from Page 29

Continued from Page 27

Online meds 

New Technology
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Neck Pain
Sciatica
Low Back Pain
Arm/Wrist/Hand 
Pain
Headaches
Hip/Leg Pain
Herniated Discs

Scoliosis
Shoulder Pain
Irritability
Stress Reduction
TMJ
Sports Injuries
Running & 
Exercise Injuries

Work-Related Injuries & Car Accidents

We treat...Chiropractic

Physiotherapy

Rehabilitation

Natural Medicine

Lymph Therapy
Most Insurance Plans Accepted. Medicare, Medicaid

Best Management with Natural Holistic Power

    Natural Holistic Power

  Manhattan
Tel: 212-736-1234
12 W. 32nd St. 2Fl.
New York, NY 10001

 Woodside 
65-48 Woodside Ave.
Woodside, NY 11377

Coming Soon   

Little Neck
Tel: 718-279-1234

FREE 
Consultation
with this ad. 

Call for an 
Appointment.
Offer expires 

in 30 days.

Visit us online: 
www.anmcn.org

Or email us: 
chirolymph@gmail.com

One in three seniors over 
the age of 65 will experi-
ence at least one fall an-

nually, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control. The bathroom 
is one of the most dangerous rooms 
in the home for the elderly. Slick 
fl oors, small spaces, sharp edges, 
and few things to grasp make 
mobility diffi cult and increase 
chances for dangerous falls. 

Unable to complete everyday 
tasks with the same mobility they 
once had, many senior homeown-
ers are left with unsafe measures 
to prevent falling in the bathroom. 
These may include insuffi ciently 
secured towel racks that could fall 
when gripped for support, shower 
chairs that are not slip resistant, 
and sliding shower doors that 
could move unexpectedly when 
entering and exiting the tub. 

Here are some tips on what to 
install in the bathroom to keep 

it safe for loved ones so they can 
maintain an independent lifestyle 
with easier mobility. 

• Equip showers and surround-
ing walls with sturdy grab bars 
anchored to wall studs so they can 
support the full weight of an adult. 
Some portable safety handles use 
super strong suction cups and are 
easy to apply and remove. 

• Consider installing nonskid 
tape or mats on the fl oor of a 
shower or bathtub. 

• A shower chair is also a safe 
solution that can be easily placed 
where balance is a challenge. 

• Flexible handheld shower 
wands with an on and off button 
might be easier to use than a tra-
ditional shower head. These are 
especially useful in combination 
with shower chairs. 

• Toilets can be replaced with 
Americans with Disability-ap-
proved raised-height models to 

lessen the chance of a harsh fall. 
Alternatively, raised-height seats 
can be installed on existing toi-
lets. 

• Check temperature settings 
on water heaters, as water hotter 
than 120 F can scald skin. Spe-
cial no-scald faucets or a no-scald 
regulator can be installed as a sec-
ondary layer of protection. 

• Some faucet handles are diffi -
cult for arthritic hands to grip and 
turn. These should be replaced 
with models that are easier for se-
niors to use. 

A study by the Home Safety 
Council found that falls are the 
leading cause of home injury-re-
lated deaths among older adults. 
Making simple home installations 
can make day-to-day living for se-
niors easier, reduce their risk of 
falling, and give peace of mind to 
those close to them. 

Equip your bathroom to prevent bad falls
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com



BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Ask any apartment-dweller about 
space and the answer is always the same: 
“There isn’t enough of it!”

If you own a bike, then you know that 
storing it can be an ever-evolving chal-
lenge, i.e. a hassle. So, here’s an idea: Make 
use of unused wall space. Instead of park-
ing your bike in the front hallway, where 
it leaves scuff marks and gets tripped on, 
try something different by showcasing 
your ride up on the wall, as part of your 
décor. This frees up valuable floor space, 
helping balance your home’s overall Feng 
Shui.

Using old-world craftsmanship to 
solve a modern dilemma, a father-and-
son team, Victor Mastrorocco, Sr., 62 and 
Matt, 29, started an independent busi-

ness — Urban City Bike Shelves — hand-
crafting these sturdy, eye-pleasing, all-
wood wall accessories for the past several 
years, from the family’s garage-turned-
wood-shop, in dad’s West Hempstead, L.I. 
home.

Matt, who grew up there, said he 
processing shipments of finished shelves 
ordered online from the Astoria pad he 
shares with two friends. “We recently sold 
to Australia, Germany, The Netherlands, 
Austria and Canada. I would say in the 
United States, the biggest sellers are New 
York City, California, and Texas.”

“These bike shelves came about when 
I came to my father with this idea I had. 

Since living in Queens and in small apart-
ments, it was a pain finding a place to 
put my bike — one of my main means of 
transportation,” said Matt. “So, I thought 
of this bike shelf idea and told my dad my 
vision; a few days later, he handed me 
the very first shelf, and I just knew there 
would be people out there who would need 
something like this, so we kept making 
them.”

Matt got a friend to design a website 
and spread the word. “We started mak-
ing sales the first week, and basically just 
kept going from there.”

Fashioned to easily hang on a wall 
and hold your bike securely, these unique 

shelves are available in quality cherry 
wood or walnut then finished with a natu-
ral wax.

Working at the shop on his days off, 
the senior business partner, who has 
worked with his hands his whole life, has 
a job at a construction manufacturer. His 
son, a respiratory therapist at Lenox Hill 
Hospital, recalls his dad “building things, 
fixing the house, making a deck, building 
a shed. Since I was a little kid, I’ve watched 
him work long days and he always put a 
hammer in my hand to help him. We’ve al-
ways worked together on any projects my 
dad had in the woodshop,” said Matt.

“Working with my father is a beau-
tiful thing, since we know each other so 
well and feed off one another. I’m learning 
a lot from him.”

TimesLedger, Apr. 26-May 2, 2012TimesLedger, Apr. 26-May 2, 2012 WEWE
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BY ARLENE MCKANIC

The Thalia Theatre, tucked 
between mom-and-pop stores on 
a triangular street in Sunnyside, 
will be celebrating its 35th anni-
versary this year. Right now, the 
cast of “La Callas y Medea” is re-
hearsing for their May 18 world 
premiere.

But before this, “Caribe” 
will be presented on April 28. 
This revue features Caribbean 
songs from Cuba, Puerto Rico and 
the Dominican Republic, sung by 
Anissa Gathers, who starred in 
the musical “Celia.” On Sunday, 
April 29, at 4 p.m. there will be a 
program of romantic Latin music 
like boleros or zarzuelas, which, 
according to theater director 
Angel Gil Orrios, is especially 
beloved of older audiences. These 
songs will be sung by Ilya Marti-
nez and Rafael Lebron.

The upcoming “La Callas y 
Medea” was written by 82-year-
old Jaime Salom, one of the most 
eminent Spanish playwrights. 
It stars Spanish actress Soledad 
Lopez as Medea and Puerto Rican 

actress Kathy Tejada as Maria 
Callas. The play is presented in a 
sort of reality show format where, 
according to director Orrios, the 
women hash out their problems 
with their men. Callas, of course, 
had to deal with Aris-
totle Onassis, the troll-
like Greek shipping 
magnate who dumped her for 
Jackie Kennedy. Medea’s bane is 
Jason, the fickle argonaut who 
threw her over for an obscure 
princess.

“It’s like a reality show 
where the wife and the lover of 
the man are both on so they can 
fight over him,” says Orrios. “At 
the end you don’t know who’s go-
ing to go on stage, as if the actress 
has become the character. Who is 
the actor? Or is it the character 
who has possessed the body of the 
actress?”

“La Callas” is translated by 
G.J. Racz, one of the best transla-
tors of Spanish works.

But what’s intriguing about 
this play, besides the fact that 
it will be performed for the first 
time at the Thalia, is that it will 

be performed in both English and 
Spanish.

“What’s interesting for me 
is that I’ve been doing this for 
30 years and for the last 20 I’ve 
been doing plays in English and 

Spanish,” says Orrios. 
“The language is so im-
portant. It changes the 

rhythm, they’re like two different 
productions. The audience reacts 
differently to English or Spanish, 
especially when they’re comedies. 
Even the punchlines become com-
pletely different.”

Switching the languages is 
a bit of a challenge for the cast, 
including Tejada, and Raúl Ju-
lia the younger, who plays both 
Onassis and Jason.

“It helps to know the dia-
logue,” says Julia, who also ad-
mits that English was easier 
for him because it’s his first 
language. “More importantly, it 
helps to know the story.”

“My brain isn’t quite as flex-
ible,” admits Tejada. “It’s a great 
experience but it’s really chal-
lenging. It’s fascinating to see 
how your brain goes back and 

forth between the languages. It’s 
like two different plays”

Like most theaters, the 
Thalia is struggling a bit now, but 
they’re also happy because people 
are returning. The audience in-
creased about 20 percent over the 
last year.

“People don’t want to stay 
home,” Orrios says. “They want 
to go out and enjoy life.”

The Thalia is also conduct-
ing their acting workshop for 

children, focusing on Mexican 
and Spanish dancing, including 
flamenco.

“La Callas y Medea” will run 
at the Thalia from May 18 through 
June 24.

IF YOU GO
Thalia Theatre

41-17 Greenpoint Ave.
Sunnyside

Answers in Sports

Romantic intrigue comes to Sunnyside theater

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
CONCERTS

Queens College Chamber Music 
concert series — Two operas will 
premiere this spring: “The Image 
Maker”(world premiere) and “My 
Kinsman, Major Molineux” (New 
York premiere). Other highlights 
include performances by Rebel: 
A Baroque Chamber Ensemble, 
Trio 101, Queens College Chamber 
Orchestra (with Charles Neidich), 
Phillips-O’Connor-Han Trio, 

Claremont Trio, and the Phillips-
Frampton-Rosen Trio. Check full 
schedule online.
When: April 27–May 11, Friday–
Sunday
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, 
Queens College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Contact: 718-793-8080; jane.cho@
qc.cuny.edu
Website: www.
kupferbergcenterarts.org

Continued on Page 39

STAGE 
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

In the old days, the 
garden community of Jack-
son Heights was considered 
a respite from stressful city 
life. Today, the high-density 
area is a veritable mixing 
bowl of cultures, where 138 
languages are spoken.

The bustling nabe has 
been selected to play host to 
“Transhistoria” for “Still-
spotting NYC: Queens” – 
launched Apr. 14 for four 
weekends through May 
6 — an off-site exhibition 
of Guggenheim Museum’s 
innovative two-year archi-
tecture and urban studies 
programming and multi-
disciplinary project.

Cacophonous city 
noise and high anxiety in 
an urban setting versus the 
search for a peaceful escape 
from it all are concepts ex-
amined through out-of-
the-box research, which 
includes the mapping of 311 
noise complaints called in 

by New Yorkers.
It’s hard to imagine 

near-silence associated 
with New York City, yet Co-
lumbia University and the 
School of Visual Arts stu-
dents have teamed up with 
the architects to investi-
gate and translate urban 
issues through interactive 
maps and videos — all in 
the name of stillness — an 
unexpected notion, espe-
cially in a city that never 
sleeps.

Stillspotting NYC is 
organized by the Guggen-
heim Museum’s David van 
der Leer, assistant curator 
of architecture and urban 
studies, with Sarah Malai-
ka, Stillspotting project as-
sociate.

“Noise and anxiety 
have a big impact on our 
lives, affecting the way we 
interact with others, the 
way we behave; and can 
have a serious impact on 
our health,” said van der 
Leer. “If we would think 

and act more consciously 
when designing city spaces 
and infrastructural sys-
tems or develop legislation 
and economic models for 
cities, we could improve 
our everyday lives drasti-
cally.”

Spearheaded by two 
forward-thinking archi-
tects at Brooklyn-based 

firm Solid Objectives – Iden-
burg Liu, who discovered 
six “stillspots” within the 
crowded streets of Jackson 
Heights, the project encour-
ages quality downtime and 
unplugging.

Stillspotting Queens 
has locals and visitors sign-
ing up for two-hour walking 
tours and gathering at cozy 

spots of relative serenity 
to enjoy urban storytelling 
in a park, someone’s living 
room, a courtyard and a 
diner. Themes of migration 
and adapting to life in a 
new community are woven 
into stories written and 
read out loud by Queens-
based authors, professors, 
a chaplain and even two 
rappers.

Florian Idenburg, one 
of the architects, explained: 
“We are exploring the ques-
tion of how the residents of 
Jackson Heights, who of-
ten have roots elsewhere, 
achieve a sense of home and 
localness in a post-national 
living situation? And what 
urged them to leave their 
old households and coun-
tries in the first place?”

Assorted vignettes 
unfold through personal 
accounts, as varied as the 
shops and eateries along 
74th Avenue.

This vibrant commu-
nity has provided inspi-

ration for several poems 
penned by lifelong resident 
Maria Terrone, assistant 
vice president for commu-
nications at Queens College 
in Flushing. She was invit-
ed to participate as one of 
the writers in Stillspotting 
Queens.

“Stillspotting NYC 
does not set out to deliver 
readily available results, 
but is rather meant as a 
starting point of discus-
sions on many levels, rang-
ing from the granny-on-
the-corner to city officials, 
with the hope for a better 
future,” said van der Leer.

Check in at the Still-
spotting ticketing kiosk, 
just south of Jackson 
Heights–Roosevelt Avenue 
transit hub at 40-40 75th St. 
Visitors receive map and 
directions for self-guided 
tour. The exhibit is accessi-
ble April 28-29 and May 5-6 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Last 
tour starts at 5 p.m.

Seeking slices of silence in a bustling Jax Hts.

Seekers of stillness participate in a “Transhistoria” tour as 
part of Stillspotting NYC: Queens in Jackson Heights. 

Photo by Kristopher McKay

Join us for Great Neck Plaza Restaurant Week April 29-May 6 for...

Prix 
Fixe 
for 

$24.95

MOUTH-WATERING DELIGHTS

April 29 - May 6

Restaurant
Week

Asian
Daruma of Tokyo
95 Middle Neck Road
466-4180
Elaine's Asian Bistro
8 Bond Street
829-8883
ERA Asian Cuisine
6 Bond Street
829-3811
Laverne of Great Neck
9 Cuttermill Road
829-8200
Matsuya
6 Great Neck Road
773-4411
Miraku
31 S. Middle Neck Road
466-6369
Wild Ginger
48 Great Neck Road
487-8288

Café
Bruce’s Restaurant
34 Middle Neck Rd 
829-2253

Continental
Cafe Kriza
45 Middle Neck Rd
482-1039
Crave 11025
68 Middle Neck Rd
482-4800
The Giraffe Room
30 Cuttermill Rd
773-2000
Lola
113 Middle Neck Rd
466-5663
Simply Fondue
24 Great Neck Rd
466-4900
Sip City
16 Middle Neck Road
482-1500

French
Jean Marie Patisserie & Bistro
66 Middle Neck Road
304-5439

Greek
Ethos Greek Cuisine
25 Middle Neck Rd
305-4958
Mykonos Restaurant
37 Great Neck Rd 
773-8010

Italian
La Gioconda 
21 N. Station Plaza
466-2004
La Rotonda
8 Bond St
466-9596

Kosher
Colbeh
75 N. Station Plaza
466-8181
Dougie's Bar-B-Que & Grill
105 Middle Neck Road
773-3684

Mediterranean
Tulip Restaurant
4 Welwyn Rd 
487-1070

Seafood
Turquoise
33 N. Station Plaza
487-3737

A production of the Great Neck Plaza B.I.D. 

For more information, call 1-516-829-1301 or visit www.shopgreatneck.com

Spring
Edition

Participating
Restaurants
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Spent — Two-week production 
featuring two actors playing 
20 characters from around the 
world. Billed as a physical and 
comedic tour de force.
When: Fridays, 7:30 pm, 
Saturdays, 2 pm & 8 pm, 
Sundays, 3 pm, from Friday, 
April 27 to Sunday, May 6
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce (718) 
760-0064; Administration (718) 
760-0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

The Music Man — By the 
Andean Players.
When: Friday, April 27, 8 pm; 
Saturday, April 28, 8 pm; 
Sunday, April 29, 2 pm; Friday, 
May 4, 8 pm; Saturday, May 5, 8 
pm & Sunday, May 6, 2 pm
Where: St. Andrew Avellino 
Church, 158th Street & Northern 
Boulevard, Flushing

In Laws from Tirana — 
Directed by Ioanna Katsarou. 
Wealthy couple of central 
Greece look to fi nd a good, 
wealthy husband for their 
daughter Liza, who is studying 
in London. When Liza brings 
her boyfriend Alfrent home to 
visit with his parents, a series 
of comical incidents begins to 
unfold as new surprises turn 
every corner.
When: Through May 6; Fridays 
and Saturdays, 8 pm; Sundays, 
4 pm
Where: Greek Cultural Center, 
26-80 30th St., Astoria
Contact: (718) 726-
7329; reservations@
greekculturalcenter.org
Website: greekculturalcenter.
org

For Rent — Written by Ozen 

Yula, directed by Handan 
Ozbilgin.
When: Through April 21, 7:30 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 30-20 Thomson 
Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5985
Website: www.
laguardiaperformingarts.org

Drama Class — For ages 8-13. 
Recital in June. Pre-registration 
and payment required. 
Beginners and intermediate two 
separate classes.
When: Through June 30, 10 
am–11 am
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 
114-04 14th Rd., College Point
Contact: (718) 358-0067

Theater and Dance Children’s 
Workshop — Thalia Spanish 
Theatre is proud to announce 
its biligunal theatre movement 
and dance for children 
workshop taught by Yloy 
Ybarra, incorporating Flamenco 
and Mexican folkloric styles. It 
will accommodate both Spanish 
and English-speaking children. 
The age group is from 5-12 
years old.
When: Saturdays, through June 
23, 10 am
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Spent — Two-week production 
featuring two actors playing 
20 characters from around the 
world. Billed as a physical and 
comedic tour de force.
When: April 27–May 6, Fridays, 
7:30 pm; Saturdays, 2 pm and 8 
pm,; Sundays, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce (718) 

760-0064; Administration (718) 
60-0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

The Music Man — By the 
Andean Players.
When: April 27–May 6; Fridays 
and Saturdays, 8 pm; Sundays 
2 pm
Where: St. Andrew Avellino 
Church, 158th Street & Northern 
Boulevard, Flushing

Murder Mystery at the Castle 
— Light dinner included.
When: April 28, 7 pm
Where: Fort Totten, Fort Totten, 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 352-1769

The Jack Cole Project — A 
world dance premiere musical.
When: May 3–20
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce (718) 
760-0064; Administration (718) 
760-0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

Into The Woods — The JC 
Players is holding open 
auditions for adults and teens 
for their August 2012 Stephen 
Sondheim production “Into The 
Woods.” Please prepare a song 
from the show.
When: April 29, 2 pm and April 
30, 7 pm
Where: Community United 
Methodist Church, 75-27 
Metropolitan Ave., Middle 
Village
Contact: (718) 894-8654

y y

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote
There are advantages
top being elected
President. The day
after I was elected, I
had my high school
grades classified Top
Secret.

• • • Ronald Reagan

Across
  1. Advil target
  5. Pool problem
10. "Poppycock!"
14. Place to hibernate
15. Barnyard honker
16. Sheltered, at sea
17. Desire
18. Toyota hybrid
20. Dashboard abbr.
21. Poi source
22. Stands at wakes
23. VCR button
25. Hot Springs and others
27. Verizon rival
29. Sellout on Broadway
33. Sound like Big Ben
34. Bullwinkle, for one
35. Actress Lupino
36. Caviars
37. Argentine dance
38. Nicklaus took 5 of these
39. "___ a deal"
40. BVD rival
41. Slalom champ Phil
42. Openings on Wall Street?
44. Cashless trade
45. Exploits
46. Winter wear
47. Assess
50. Mah-jongg piece
51. Belief
54. Ninth grade
57. Choir voice
58. Just lying around
59. "Going ___":Palin's book
60. Four quarters
61. Noisy birds
62. Brewer's need
63. Barely beat

Down
  1. Homecoming guest
  2. Complain
  3. Top dog
  4. Before before
  5. Horrified

  6. France's longest river
  7. Kind of dancer
  8. Baseball bat wood
  9. It may be smoked
10. Outlaw
11. Shoppe sign word
12. Nostradamus, for one
13. Towel stitching
19. Degrade
21. Ditty
24. Goals
25. Urban woes
26. El ___, Tex.
27. Money substitute
28. Snap shot
29. Sound units
30. Scrammed, with "it"
31. "Come on, ___ you!"
32. Stun gun
34. Locks in the barn?
37. Something to spin
38. Picnic spot
40. Water carriers
41. Filly's mother
43. TWA’s Howard

44. Tutu event
46. Devout
47. F-K linkers
48. Verdi opera
49. Hideous
50. Roman robe
52. Just for men
53. "Encore!"
55. Boo-hoo
56. Garden tool
57. Sailor's affirmative

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

  By Ed Canty
yTimesLedger Newspapers

Apr. 26-May 2, 2012

Somewhere Up There

                    IS IT ST OR TS  ?

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

Mom is the cook of the busi-
ness and keeps everything running 
smoothly. “After working a long day 
in the wood shop, we can rely on her 
to have a nice bowl of pasta with meat-
balls on the table waiting for us,” said 
Matt, whose older brother, Victor, 
helps out if they get backed up.

UCBS’s basic design hasn’t 
changed much since they started out 
and not one bike shelf is identical to 
the other — giving them character. 
They can be customized to fit just 
about any bike or even a skateboard: 
“A customer in Canada wanted a bike 

shelf to also hold his skateboard. So 
we’re in the process of designing a 
shelf with two slots,” said Matt.

“When we’re not in the wood 
shop, my parents come out to Astoria 
to eat here, and their ‘go to’ restau-
rant is Il Forno Italia, up on Ditmars 
Blvd.,” said Matt. “As for me, if it’s 
during the week and I’m craving a 
burger, you can find me at Sweet Af-
ton on 34th and 30th. I’m a huge burg-
er fan and have to say they have the 
best burgers in Queens.”

Steering away from food, what’s 
their vision for the future? “We’re just 
doing something we like and realize 
life is too short to not be doing what 
you truly enjoy. When all is said and 

done, it’s about staying happy, having 
fun and being with your family.”

In a world where so much is mass 
produced, it feels good to bring it back 
to how things used to be. “There are 
people who still appreciate that, and 
these are the people who are buying 
from us.” A new project they’re work-
ing on is handmade cutting boards.

Bike shelves are $150. Custom 
orders are available at urbancitybike-
shelves.com.

Continued from Page 35
Bike shelves Where the magic happens: the 

Urban City Bike Shelves wood shop. 
Photo courtesy Urban City Bike Shelves
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The Ben Alison Band — 
Bassist/composer Ben Allison, 
known for his lyrical melodies, 
inventive grooves, and inspired 
arrangements, draws from the 
jazz tradition and a range of 
infl uences from rock and folk 
to world music, seamlessly 
blending them into a cinematic, 
cohesive whole. First-come, 
fi rst-served.
When: April 28, 7:30 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing

Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

Oratorio Society of Queens 
Spring Concert — The society 
is celebrating 85 years with 
Beethoven’s Mass in C and 
special selections from favorite 
choral works that we all know 
and love. Also featured are 
operatic highlights and the best 
of America’s musical heritage 
with Maestro David Close and 
the Orchestral Arts Ensemble 
of Queens.

When: April 28-29 2:30 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Contact: (718) 631-6311
Website: www.visitqpac.org

York Jam 2012 — Celebration 
of New York City high school 
jazz ensembles, including All-
City Jazz Ensemble, Fordham 
High School for the Arts, Talent 
Unlimited High School and the 
York College Blue Notes.
When: April 28, 1 pm
Where: York College, 94-20 Guy 
R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica

Queens Symphony Orchestra 

Arts and Music Festival — This 
fi rst festival will partner with 
area museums, peforming arts 
centers, dance companies and 
others. The theme is 1001 Voices 
— Discover the Immigrant 
Experience in Queens.
When: April 29, 3 pm
Where: Queens College Arts 
Center, 65-30 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-3770
Website: qc.cuny.edu/Art_
Library/artcenter.html

Monthly Jazz Jam — The 
Flushing Town Hall Jazz 
Jam Series is a unique free 
jam session right here in 

Queens. No need to travel into 
Manhattan, share the stage 
with our Jazz Jam house band 
at monthly jams curated by 
internationally acclaimed 
trumpeter and Queens College 
Professor, Michael Mossman. All 
levels are welcome; just drop 
by and sign in! (btw, we got the 
baby grand, drum kit and the 
house band.)
When: May 2 and June 6, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org
  

EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
—  Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: www.bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars/

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 36

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining 
call: 

 www.timesledger.com

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521
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Business

People IN THE NEWS COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

Joseph Li was named to the 
fall 2011 Spring Arbor University 
honors list.

Adrianna Obrycka of Rego 
Park was named to the Becker 
College fall 2011 dean’s list.

Kevin Holze of Bayside, of 
the Moravian College men’s ten-
nis team, was named the Land-
mark Conference Men’s Tennis 
Player of the Week for the week of 
Feb. 20.

Kayla Peikes of Flushing, 
Millicent L. Rattray of South 
Ozone Park and Jonathan Kaye 
of Richmond Hill have graduated 
from Excelsior College.

Samuel L. Reid of Maspeth 
has graduated from Clarkson 
University.

Jillian Santos from Flush-
ing, Daniel Waters from Forest 
Hills, Karina Hain of Maspeth 
and Jessica Conter of Glendale 
were named to the SUNY Bing-
hamton fall 2011 athletic direc-
tor’s honor roll.

Michael Guzzardi of Little 
Neck has graduated from the Uni-
versity of Delaware.

Shabhia Akter and Beat-

riz De Jesus of Woodside, Olu-

wadamilare Oyefeso of Corona, 
Aleksander Kopera of Jackson 
Heights and Stephanie Rodri-

guez of Jamaica were named to 
the fall 2011 Lafayette College 
dean’s list.

Malini Persaud of Jamaica 
and Salome Shivrattan of South 
Ozone Park have received schol-
arships to attend Berkeley Col-
lege.

Safia S. Quadri of Jack-
son Heights is participating in 
St. Lawrence University’s Inter-
national Study Program for the 
spring 2012 semester.

Hawa Omar of Jamaica has 
been invited to join the Mu chap-
ter of Omicron Delta Epsilon, the 
international economics honor 
society.

Eduwa Education of Bay-
side traveled to three Disney 
theme parks to take part in one 
of the Disney Youth Education Se-
ries Programs.

Jennifer Lopez of East 
Elmhurst, Rebecca Jean-Paul of 
Cambria Heights, Dogeli Rojas 
of South Richmond Hill, Jessica 

Mondesi of Ridgewood and Ni-

cole Livaditis of Flushing were 

named to the fall 2011 College of 
Saint Rose dean’s list.

Shannon Luckey of Glen-
dale and Ronald Howe of Corona 
were named to the Mohawk Val-
ley Community College fall 2011 
president’s list.

Emily MacLaren of Col-
lege Point and Tracy Smith of 
Rosedale were named to the Rog-
er Williams University fall 2011 
dean’s list.

Wen Gu and Allian Gen-

tille of Queens Village, Thomas 

Jung of Woodside, Yoshiaki 

Yasuda of Forest Hills, Jeremy 

Joseph of Jamaica and Nicole 

Sasu-Twum of Briarwood were 
named to the SUNYIT fall 2011 
dean’s list.

Christopher C. Collymore 
of Jamaica and Calvin Ma of 
Bayside have graduated from 
Boston University.

Shirley W. Bi of Little Neck; 
Imaly A. Nanayakkara of Ja-
maica; and Jonathan C. Kim 

Jr., Susan Kim and Brian Nam 
of Bayside have been named to 
Boston University dean’s list.

Ashfa Khan and Sofia Vil-

lacreses of Flushing, Byron 

Mendez of Ozone Park and Jesti-

na Ortega of Glendale have been 
selected as National Youth Del-
egates for Prestigious Conference 
at George Mason University.

Dennis Marcelino of Ridge-
wood was named to the Goodwin 
College fall 2011 dean’s list.

The following were named to 
the fall 2011 Fairfield University 
dean’s list: Winter Pascual of 
Sunnyside, Michelle Cusumano 
and Barbara Mangino of Forest 
Hills, Zulyenne Hoyos of Rego 
Park, Anne-Sophie Janvier 
of Corona, Alyssa Amarain of 
Hollis Hills, Lisbeth Reyes-

Fondeur of Richmond Hill, Sal-

vatore Ciccone of Maspeth, 
Jenna Goldbach and Breena 

Goldberg of Middle Village, 
Katherine Kraus of Glendale, 
Ashley Churchill and Michael 

Ballesty of Flushing and Jillian 

Delaney and Samantha Vis-

covich of Whitestone.
George Asllani of Forest 

Hills was named to the fall 2011 
Widener University School of Law 
dean’ list.

Nicolas Davis of Flushing, 
Alex Gobright of Woodhaven 

and Courtney Klopfer of Glen-
dale are studying abroad in Eu-
rope through a program run by 
the International Programs office 
at Marist College.

Isaac Acosta of Ozone Park, 
and his doubles partner, C.J. 
Laffey, of Park Ridge, Ill., of Lake 
Forest College edged Missouri 
State’s Jonathan Hingey and Jeff 
Streibig for the men’s open dou-
bles title in handball.

Chorten Dolma of Jackson 
Heights is slated to graduate in 
2012 from Queens Vocational and 
Technical School.

Ziang Lin of Flushing is 
slated to graduate in 2012 from 
John Bowne High School.

Ajah Hawley-Alexander of 
Cambria Heights, Corey Eifer-

man of Jackson Heights and Gef-

ferson Henriquez of St. Albans 
were named to Fairleigh Dick-
inson University’s Anthony J. 
Petrocelli College of Continuing 
Studies fall 2011 dean’s list.

Lindell Bekye of Jamaica 
has been named to the Buffalo 
State College School of Natu-
ral and Social Sciences fall 2011 
dean’s list.

Boy Scouts Devon Reid and David Reid of St. Albans; 
Brandon Francis of Laurelton; Nathanuel Dixon and 
Christopher Dennison of Rochdale Village; Christian 

Herrera of Hollis; Mark Lambert Jr. of Far Rockaway; 
Mason Bligen and Carl Smith of Queens Village; Tibe-

rius Jearney, Terell Collum and Jvar Martin of Cambria 
Heights; Christian Garcia of Woodhaven; and Patrick 

Burk of Rosedale won awards at the Green Acres Mall in 
Valley Stream, L.I., for the 10th annual “Founder’s District” 
annual Grand Prix Pinewood Derby.

AcademicsAcademicsAcademics

AwardsAwardsAwards

Charles Chang of Flush-
ing was named one of the top 
100 real estate agents for 2011 
by EXIT Realty Corp. Interna-
tional.

TD Bank has promoted 
Carolin U. Best to store man-
ager of the store on Jamaica 
Avenue in Queens Village.

Military

Janet Erazo of Douglaston, 
serving with the 27th Infantry Bri-
gade Combat Team, is promoted to 
the rank of major.

Michael Fabre of Howard 
Beach, serving with the Co. D 1-69th 
Infantry, is promoted to the rank of 
specialist.

Stephen Green of Ozone Park, 
serving with the Headquarters and 
Headquarters Co., 27th Brigade Spe-
cial Troops Battalion, is promoted 
to the rank of specialist.

Leon Grant of Jamaica, serv-
ing with the Co. A 101st Signal Bat-
talion, is promoted to the rank of 
specialist.

Stanley Clervil of Hollis, serv-
ing with the Co. B 642nd Support 
Battalion, is promoted to the rank of 
specialist.

Haslyn Peters of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. B 642nd Sup-
port Battalion, is promoted to the 
rank of specialist.

Justin Sealy of Jamaica, serv-
ing with the Co. B 101st Signal Bat-
talion, is promoted to the rank of 
specialist.

Martina James of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. C 101st Signal 
Battalion, is promoted to the rank of 
private.

Bianca Magloire of Queens 
Village, serving with the 442nd Mil-
itary Police Co., is promoted to the 
rank of private.

Patricia Schuett of Wood-
haven, serving with the 222nd 
Chemical Co., is promoted to the 
rank of staff sergeant.

Alfonso Villacres of Ridge-
wood, serving with the 37th Finance 
Detachment, is promoted to the rank 
of staff sergeant.

Emmanuel Vazquez of Flush-
ing, serving with the Co. B 101st 
Signal Battalion, is promoted to the 
rank of sergeant.

David You of Flushing, serving 

with the Headquarters and Head-
quarters Co., 27th Brigade Special 
Troops Battalion, is promoted to the 
rank of staff sergeant.

Army Spec. Pyai M. Soe, son of 
Daw Bella and Soe Myat of Wood-
side, has been decorated with the 
Army Achievement Medal.

Orlando Caholo of Ozone 
Park, serving with the Co. B (Main-
tenance) 427th Brigade Support Bat-
talion, is promoted to the rank of 
sergeant 1st class.

Eduard Sandoval of Corona, 
serving with the 442nd Military Po-
lice Co., is promoted to the rank of 
sergeant.

Lotoya Harris of Jamaica, 
serving with the 133rd Quartermas-
ter Support Co., is promoted to the 
rank of specialist.

Steven Porth of Maspeth, serv-
ing with the 107th Military Police 
Co., is promoted to the rank of spe-
cialist.

MilitaryyyyMilitary

BBBBusiiinessBusinessBusiness

CAROLIN U. BEST
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People IN THE NEWS COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

Academics
Annie Liao of Flushing, Prasanna 

Khatri Chhetri of Rego Park, Smiha 

Sayal of Forest Hills, Ariel Zamparini of 
Ozone Park, Shawn Carson of St. Albans 
and Dashawn Mitchell of Jamaica have 
graduated from the Rochester Institute of 
Technology.

Luella Cheng of Woodside; Paul Yi 
and Jonathan B. Kleinman of Rego Park; 
Ting Yan Wong of Jamaica; Brandon 

Woo, Kyung Y. Kim, Lin Yin and Yuanju 

Tsai of Flushing; Victoria Brunshtein of 
Forest Hills; Daniela C. Triana of Jack-
son Heights; and Christine M. Hernan-

dez of Queens Village have graduated from 
SUNY Binghamton.

Jaquan Bryant of St. Albans is taking 
part in an internship this spring through 
the Marist College Communication Intern-
ship Program.

Sherry Cheung of Forest Hills, An-

drew Nici of Rego Park, Fahriba Khan 
and Domonique Moody of Jamaica and 
Andrew Cho of Flushing have been named 
to the University of the Sciences fall 2011 
dean’s list.

Samara Wunder of Bayside has grad-
uated from Western Governors University.

Karen M. Abbas, daughter of 
Lourdes Martir Abbas of Woodside; Lisa 

Ha, daughter of Wai Ha of Forest Hills; 
Clayton M. Brown, son of Franklyn 

Brown of Holliswood; and Jemarley L. 

McFarlane, son of Yvonne McFarlane of 
Jamaica, were named to the fall 2011 Colby 
College dean’s list.

Brandon Joseph Triminio of Wood-
side, Chi Yung Fung of Jamaica, Andrea 

Jean Pura of Woodhaven, Ji Hae Sophie 

Yoo of Flushing and Chi Yung Fung of 
Jamaica have been named to the Colgate 
University dean’s list.

Heyu Xiong of Woodside, Elsie Yu 
and Michael Zhao of East Elmhurst, 
Chun Zhang of Corona, Redi Rahmani 
of Maspeth, Jeffrey Sung and Jiali Yu of 
Flushing, Bin Bin Fan of Fresh Meadows 
and Michelle Lee of Whitestone have been 
named to the Cornell University fall 2011 
dean’s list.

Stephen McNamara of Bayside has 
been named to the Hood College dean’s 
list.

Jasmyn Browne of South Ozone Park 
performed in “Love in the Afternoon,” an 
annual concert presented by the Marist 
College Singers.

Zainab A. Sulaiman of Queens Vil-
lage and Danielle Monopoli of Howard 
Beach have been named to the Drew Uni-
versity fall 2011 dean’s list.

Elizabeth Pence of Maspeth, a sopho-
more at Gettysburg College, is spending the 
spring 2012 semester studying in Spain.

Christina J. Tang of Flushing has 
received the Wallace H. Coulter Endowed 
Scholarship.

Andrea Palma of Flushing is on the 
roster of The Crane Chorus at SUNY Pots-
dam.

Erika Romero of Sunnyside is one of 
13 College of Saint Rose students spending 
an alternative spring break in New Or-
leans helping citizens of the city continue 
to rebuild in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina.

Charlene Garcia of Jackson Heights 
has been chosen by the University of Dela-
ware Office of Alumni Relations to help 
plan Homecoming 2012 and serve as a 
member of the Homecoming Student Com-
mittee.

Andrew Schreter of Fresh Meadows, 
Tony Tan of Flushing and Kimberly Da-

vid of Woodhaven have been named to the 
fall 2011 merit list at Oxford College.

Anna Gordan of Rego Park and Ben 

Su of Flushing have been named to the fall 
2011 honor list at Oxford College.

Kirandeep Kaur of College Point is 
spending the spring 2012 trimester abroad 
studying the health care systems of the 
United States, Canada, Denmark and the 
Netherlands.

Vincent Flynn III, son of Andrea 

Graham of Jamaica, has enrolled for fall 

2012 admission at the Rochester Institute 
of Technology.

Yun Cho of Little Neck, Marta Eg-

gers of Rego Park and Qiyang Zhang of 
Bayside have been named to the fall 2011 
dean’s list at Emory College.

Shannon Luckey of Glendale and 
Ronald Howe Jr. of Corona were inducted 
into the Lambda Beta Chapter of the Phi 
Theta Kappa International Honor Society.

Annie Becerra of Jackson Heights, a 
student at the University of Hartford, is a 
member of the university’s Society of Wom-
en Engineers, which won a $5,000 grant 
from the Newman’s Own Foundation.

Sidney B. Delince of Queens Village 
and Sara A. Finkle of Forest Hills are 
taking part in an internship this spring 
through SUNY Oswego’s Experience-Based 
Education Program.

Amanda Alford of Jamaica has been 
selected to take part in Quinnipiac Univer-
sity’s Student Technology Academic Re-
sources program for the 2012-13 academic 
year.

Darlina F. Liu of Flushing has been 
named to the winter honor roll at Phillips 
Academy.

Jessica Costello of Howard Beach 
was inducted into the SUNY Oneonta chap-
ter of Phi Eta Sigma, the national scholas-
tic honor society for college freshmen.

Military
Robert Ravert of Middle Vil-

lage, serving with the 27th Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team, is promoted 
to the rank of master sergeant.

Christopher Morreale of 
Maspeth, serving with the 719th 
Transportation Co., is promoted to 
the rank of private 1st lass.

Patrick Passantino of Flush-
ing, serving with the 442nd Mili-
tary Police Co., is promoted to the 
rank of sergeant.

Master Sgt. Robert Ravert of 
Middle Village has re-enlisted to 
continue service with the 27th In-
fantry Brigade Combat Team.

Sgt. Edgar Ochoa of Jamaica 
has re-enlisted to continue service 
with the Headquarters and Head-
quarters Co., 1-69th Infantry.

Staff Sgt. Anthony Boodoo 
of East Elmhurst has re-enlisted 
to continue service with the 206th 
Military Police Co.

Spc. Diana Moise of St. Al-
bans has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the 14th Finance De-
tachment.

Sgt. Edgar Ochoa of Jamaica 
has re-enlisted to continue service 
with the Headquarters and Head-
quarters Co., 1-69th Infantry.

Sgt. Njeri Shields of Jamaica 
has re-enlisted to continue service 
with the Intelligence and Sustain-
ment Co., 42nd Infantry Division.

Sgt. Eddie Vega of Kew Gar-
dens has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Co. C, 1-69th In-
fantry.

Army National Guard Pvt. 
Joseph A. Suriel, son of Marisol 

Vargas of Jamaica, has graduated 
from One Station Unit Training at 
Fort Leonard Wood, Waynesville, 
Mo., which included basic military 
training and advanced individual 
training.

John Fennell, first senior 
vice president, branch admin-
istrator and director of Retail 
Banking of New York Commu-
nity Bank, and Maria Fierro, 
manager of a TD Bank branch 
in Corona, are now members 

of the board of managers of 
the Cross Island YMCA, which 
serves Bellerose, Far Rockaway, 
South Ozone Park, Cambria 
Heights, Laurelton, Bayside 
and Flushing.

Linda Colon-Derry of 

Springfield Gardens has par-
ticipated in the International 
Prince & Princess Pageant’s 
New York regionals at the La-
Guardia Plaza Hotel in Febru-
ary.

MiscellaneousMMMMiiiiscellllllaneousssMiscellaneous

JOHN FENNELL LINDA COLON-DERRYMARIA FIERRO
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The New York Mets hosted Bark in the Park 
Saturday. (Clockwise from top l.) Relief pitch-
er Manny Acosta holds his pup Chance; one 
pooped pooch gets a ride; Lydia Devine’s pup 
Prince gets some attention from the Mets dug-
out; Charlie (l.) and Derby wait in line; Stacy 
McCosky brings her dog Sadie; Pookie takes 
the field; and Sammy sports shoes. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates offered to first
500 Customers till June 4.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing
New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Flushing Station

Sunday, April 29 at 10:00 AM
Dr. Charles Agin Presents: 
The Michelangelo Code
In the DaVinci Code, Author Dan Brown created a 
fi ctional suspense story revolving around a secret code 
by Leonard DaVinci. The great Michelangelo, created 
a real code with secret messages to be revealed 
someday on behalf of the Jewish People. Over 
breakfast, Rabbi Dr. Charles G. Agin, will break the 
Michelangelo Code.
COST: MEMBERS $7 & NON-MEMBERS $10
Rabbi Dr. Charles G. Agin is presently the Dean and 
Professor of Jewish Literature at The Rabbinical 
Academy in Woodmere, New York. Dr. Agin is Rabbi 
Emeritus of Free Synagogue of Flushing.

Sunday, May 6 at 3:00 PM   FREE ADMISSION
Jason D. Antos discusses his latest book, 
“Flushing: Then and Now”
Author and staff reporter-photographer for the 
Queens Gazette, Jason D. Antos will discuss his 
latest published book, “Flushing: Then and Now.” 
Visitors will have a unique opportunity to share their 
memories of Flushing while viewing this most recent 
addition to Arcadia Press’ series, “Then and Now.” 
Mr. Antos, a lifelong resident of Queens, is the 
author of three other local history books about the 
borough: Whitestone, Shea Stadium, and Queens. 
Book signing and purchasing will be available.

Sunday, May 20 at 2:30 PM   FREE TOUR AND CONCERT
Second Annual Sacred Sites Open House
You are invited to the Second Annual Sacred 
Sites Open House organized by The New York 
Landmarks Conservancy on Sunday, May 20 
starting with a tour at 2:30pm followed by a 
concert, East Meets West. The Conservancy’s 
Sacred Sites Program is the only non-profi t 
statewide program in the nation responding to 
the unique preservation needs of historic religious 
properties. Moreover, the synagogue is the recipient of the fi rst-ever 
Historic Synagogue Fund award: a challenge grant for the restoration of 
its monumental stained glass windows and wood sash.

Sat., May 12 & 19 at 8:00 PM & Sun., May 13 at 3:00 PM
Gypsy - The Musical  Presented by FSF 
Community Theatre Group. For more information 
and tickets, please call (718) 229-8547 or email 
fsfctg@yahoo.com
COST: SATURDAYS $16 
($14 SENIORS 60+ / KIDS 12 & UNDER)
SUNDAY $14 (ALL SEATS)

Wed., May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 at 7:30 PM
2012 Adult Education Program Presents: The Evolution of God  
As part of his annual series of adult education programming at Free 
Synagogue, Cantor Steven Pearlston invites you to come and learn about, 
“The Evolution of God.”
COST: NON-MEMBERS $5 PER CLASS OR PREPAYMENT OF 5 
CLASSES $20
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BY JOE ANUTA

There are hundreds 
of restaurants in Flushing 
serving up cuisines from 
all across Asia, but unbe-
knownst to many, a Sicilian 
family has been serving 
expertly prepared Italian 
food for years tucked away 
on a quiet downtown side 
street.

“We’re a little off the 
beaten path, a hidden gem 
in Flushing,” said Peter 
Pecora , of Magna  Restau-
rant. “And we embrace it.”

The understated 
Magna Restaurant, at 35-25 
Farrington St., lets its food 
do the talking and hits the 
mark somewhere between 
casual and upscale. Hard-
wood floors and brick inte-
riors give the space a cozy 
feel, but the spotless dining 
room and crisp white table 
clothes suggest something 

more sleek.
The common ingredi-

ent in everything on the 
menu, from breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, is fresh 
ingredients, according to 
Pecora.

The tomatoes in the 
sauce on the chicken par-
mesan, served over a bed of 
spaghetti with mozzarella, 
taste as if they might have 
been plucked directly from 
a plant in the kitchen. And 
every item on the dessert 
menu, including the deca-
dent cheesecake, is home-
made.

But the eatery’s sig-
nature dish, Pollo Alla 
Magna, is the pride of the 
family.

The entree consists of 
bone-in chicken pieces sau-
teed with garlic, rosemary, 
lemon and a splash of white 
wine.

“It’s a favorite,” Pecora 

said.
Instead of exclusively 

Sicilian food, Pecora’s fa-
ther, a well-decorated vet-
eran of the restaurant and 
hospitality business, decid-
ed in 2008 to serve up main-
land dishes to fill what he 
saw as a void in the Flush-
ing market.

“We are the only Ital-
ian restaurant in the down-
town area,” Pecora said.

Yet few are calling for 
more competition.

The restaurant is top-
rated on several websites 
by travelers who stay in the 
attached Marco LaGuar-
dia Hotel, which the fam-
ily also runs, and Flushing 
residents who stumble upon 
the eatery’s yellow awning 
often become repeat cus-
tomers.

On a Wednesday after-

noon in March, a woman 
looked up from her menu 
as the owners walked past 
and called the restaurant 
“an oasis.”

But Magna provides 
more than just water.

The fully stocked bar 
is open until midnight most 
nights, although if a crowd 
gathers the drinks will not 
stop flowing, according to 
Pecora.

“We have an exten-
sive wine list,” Pecora  
said, “which in Flushing is 
rare.”

A small but dedicated 
crew of regulars can often 
be found along the wooden 
bar. Many are commuters 
who walk the roughly four 
blocks from the Long Island 
Rail Road or No. 7 train sta-
tions to unwind at the end 
of the day.

Those same commut-
ers might want to stop by 

in the mornings as well, 
since the restaurant runs 
a breakfast buffet, in con-
junction with the hotel, that 
is unparalleled in the area, 
according to Pecora .

No restaurant could 
be truly Italian without 
delivering good coffee, and 
the large espresso machine 
behind the bar proves it-
self with a robust Seafredo 
brew.

Pecora can speak au-
thoritatively about the 
details of the restaurant, 
since his family runs near-
ly every aspect of it.

“We’re family-owned 
and -operated,” he said, just 
feet away from his cousin, 
who was taking lunch or-
ders. “It’s more personal.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISERS

Cousins Peter Pecora (l.-r.), marketing manager Letizia Barbetta 
and Lenny Caruso stand in front of the well-stocked bar at Manga. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Youth Tech Initiative Program 
— Increase your employability. 
Free advanced training in 
Microsoft Word for anyone ages 
16-24. Participants will have the 
opportunity to take the Microsoft 
Offi ce Specialist exam at the end 
of training to become Microsoft 
Certifi ed.
When: Tuesdays, through May 22, 6 
pm–8 pm
Where: The Daughters of Isis 
Foundation Offi ce, 148-14 Liberty 
Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (917) 292-5176; loliver24@
verizon.net
Website: luecorp.tripod.com

Powerful You! Women’s Network 
—  A new Queens chapter of 
the national organization that 
empowers and supports women 
in their business, personal and 
spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 

attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led 
by Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 
Bell Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 
Titans) Weekly Meeting —  BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that 
allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or 
specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to 
further business through word of 

mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange 
a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 
202-12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-
8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that 
allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or 
specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
Provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact Lydie Pellissier, 
chapter president, to arrange a 
visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union 
Tnpk., Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 
276-8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.com

Performathon! — CenterStage: The 
Queens Center for the Performing 
Arts will present their fi rst annual 
Performathon! in a joint effort with 
Sky View Center. Students, faculty, and 
partners of CenterStage will perform a 
showcase of nonstop musical, theater 
and dance entertainment on Level D 
in the mall. This event is a fundraiser 
dedicated to supporting CenterStage 
programming and tuition assistance 
through the CenterStage Scholarship 
Fund.
When: April 28, 10 am
Where: 40-24 College Point Blvd., 
Flushing

Center for the Women of New York 
25th Luncheon — Matilda Cuomo, 
Woman of Distinction.
When: April 28, 12 pm
Where: Douglaston Manor, 63-20 
Marathon PKWY., Douglaston
Contact: (718) 224-6566
Website: www.thedouglastonmanor.
com

136th Installation of Offi cers — The 
Queens County Bar Association will 
hold its annual dinner and install new 
offi cers. Pay by April 25.
When: May 3
Where: Terrace on the Park, 52-11 111th 
St., Corona
Contact: 718-592-5000
Website: www.terraceonthepark.com

Kingsland Homestead Restoration 
Project — A luncheon honoring James 
Driscoll.
When: May 6, 2 pm
Where: Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel, 
135-20 39th Ave., Flushing

Queens Historical Society Benefi t 
Luncheon — Honoring James Driscoll, 
Queens Historical Society vice president 
of history, and benefi ting the Kingsland 
Homestead Restoration Project.
When: May 6, 2 pm–6 pm
Where: Queens Historical Society, 143-
35 37th Ave., Flushing
Contact: (718) 939-0647 X17; info@
queenshistoricalsociety.org

Italian oasis in Flushing offers variety
In a community awash with cuisine from Asia, diners fi nd Magna Restaurant a savory delight
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45Tidy Cats makes over blighted SE Queens home
BY RICH BOCKMANN

They are calling it the best-
looking boarded-up house in 
Queens.

Just two weeks ago, the 
abandoned home on 184th Street 
in Springfield Gardens was a di-
lapidated mess. Neighbors said 
that in the 10-plus years since the 
home’s owner died, the yard had 
become a dumping ground that 
was driving them up the wall and 
their property values down.

“It was a mess. The pool 
was filled in with trash and it at-
tracted mosquitoes and rodents,” 
said Larry Love, 55, whose house 
sits right next door to the former 
eyesore. “The worst part was the 
summer. It was a swamp, a jungle. 
The raccoons came out and one 
even attacked my niece. My moth-
er was getting sick.”

Love got in touch with City 
Councilman James Sanders (D-
Laurelton), whose office scoured 
records to find who was responsi-
ble for maintaining the property.

“We asked a million ques-
tions. We asked Sanitation; we 

asked the banks. Everyone was 
playing the blame game,” he said.

Sanders called attention to 
the neighborhood’s plight, and 
soon after its savior rode in “not 
on a white horse, but on a yellow 
garbage truck,” he said.

Purina Tidy Cats, the kitty 
litter company, had recently 
launched its “NO PU” campaign 
which, as spokeswoman Meghan 
Lamontagne put it, helps people 
tackle extreme untidiness.

“Tidy Cat helps with the PU 
in the litter box, and the PU Pa-
trol is going around the country 
helping people with their stinky 
situations,” she said.

The company hired a local 
contractor, A.S. Construction 
and Landscaping out of Hollis, to 
transform the unsightly eyesore 
into a beautiful backyard.

Owner Aaron Smith said that 
in his 25 years in the business, he 
had never seen such a mess.

“Picture your worst night-
mare in one yard, like Freddy 
Krueger, and it all attacks at one 
time,” he said.

Over the course of four days, 

Smith and a crew of about a dozen 
hauled out 34 cubic yards of tires, 
mattresses, buckets and trash 
bags — all out of a backyard that 
abuts some of the most beautiful 
ones in the borough.

They filled in the pool, took 
down four big bulky trees, threw 

in some plantings, boarded up the 
house’s windows and slapped the 
building with a new coat of paint 
— all to the neighbors’ delight.

“This is not clean,” said Love. 
“This is a face-lift. I’ve never seen 
my mother so happy!”

Love’s mother, 81-year-old 

Mary Moore, joined her neigh-
bors, Sanders and the PU Patrol 
for a barbecue in the backyard 
last week to celebrate the trans-
formation.

“It’s beautiful,” she said. 
“Now I can walk out without look-
ing to see if I step on metal.”

Sanders praised the col-
laboration between the neighbor-
hood and the company, and said 
it would be up to the community 
to ensure the home did not fall 
into such a state of disrepair once 
again.

“It’s the obligation of the 
neighborhood now to make sure 
this property never goes back to 
what it was before,” he said, add-
ing he believed it would be much 
easier to find someone to buy the 
home now. “It’s the miracle on 
184th Street!”

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Mary Moore (c.) shows City Councilman James Sanders (l.) the deplor-
able conditions next door to her home before they were cleaned up. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann
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Jonathan Uni, 16, a counselor  in 
training at the Beacon program 
in Forest Hills.

“These programs give kids a 
place to play sports that’s not the 
streets,” said Uni, whose younger 
brother Michael attends a Bea-

con program. “The mayor says 
he cares about what children are 
doing after the school bell rings, 
that they shouldn’t be out on the 
streets. But where does he think 
they are going to go if the pro-
grams are cut?”

Parents feel especially slight-
ed by the possible cuts to these 
programs, which many of them 
use because they need to work to 

support their families.
Jennifer Swenson, a single 

mother from Bayside, said there 
is no backup plan if she loses Bea-
con.

“I don’t have family in the 
area that can watch my sons,” 
said Swenson, whose two young 
boys, Nicolas and Malachay, at-
tend a Beacon program. “I don’t 
have the resources to send them 

to expensive daycare and I’m 
not going to make them sit home 
alone, that’s for sure.”

And the children themselves 
do not want to be home alone 
either. Youngsters, including 
friends Jasmine Steele and Cam-
eron Casalta, said after-school 
programs give them the chance 
to be with friends — without the 
stresses of standardized testing.

“If [Beacon] closed, I wouldn’t 
know what to do,” said Casalta, 
11.

“How dare you, Bloomberg,” 
said Steele, 11. “How could you do 
this?”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546. 

mental Conservation for a 
permit to increase the over-
all emissions the plant can 
produced.

While the company 
said it asked for the increase 

as a “safety net” in case one 
of the units is temporarily 
incapacitated, Simotas and 
Gianaris pulled their sup-
port.

Simotas said Astoria 
Generating has since gone 
back to the drawing board 

after community objec-
tions.

“We don’t improve of 
any type of project that al-
lows for increased emis-
sions,” Simotas said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

has not happened.
Vallone said the 114th 

Precinct, which covers his 
Council district, has not 
had a new officer in more 
than a year despite los-
ing officers to attrition or 
patrol of the Occupy Wall 
Street protests in Manhat-
tan.

He cited recent crimes 
in the precinct — such as 
the slaying of Astoria Hous-
es resident Tysheen Davis 
in March and the shooting 
of Mawagad Elbahi, the 
wife of Sudanese Consul 
General  Mohamed Elbahi, 
last week near Long Island 
City High School — as rea-
sons why the NYPD cannot 
delay in putting more offi-

cers back out on the street.
“Criminals have real-

ized the same thing law-
abiding citizens have real-
ized,” Vallone said. “There 
are no more cops on the 
beat or on their bikes in the 
outer boroughs.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

in District 24, which encom-
passes Ridgewood, Mas-
peth, Middle Village, Glen-
dale, Sunnyside, Elmhurst, 
most of Corona and parts of 
Jackson Heights and Wood-
side.

There is a large Asian 
community in Elmhurst 
and South Asian commu-
nity in Jackson Heights. 

“District 24 is home to 
some of the most crowded 
schools,” So said. “It’s also 
home to some of the most 
interesting and complex 
neighborhoods and com-
munities.”

Central Queens Acad-
emy was formed in part-
nership with APEX, an 

organization that serves 
young Asian immigrants 
in the city, and Principal 
Stacy Gauthier, of the Re-
naissance Charter School, 
at 35-59 81st St. in Jackson 
Heights, gave support.

“There’s not a lot of 
charter schools, period, in 
Queens, so it was a really 
interesting experience to 
be dealing with a lot of new-
ness,” So said.

The school will serve 
fifth- to eighth-grade stu-
dents for now, adding a 
grade each year, although 
So said the administration 
hopes the school can be-
come a fifth-through-12th-
grade institution in the 
future.

Central Queens Acad-
emy’s school day will begin 
at 8 a.m. and end at 4 p.m., 
with after-school classes 

going on until 6 p.m.
So said the longer 

school day will allow for 
longer literacy and math 
classes as well as a social/
emotional learning session 
early in the day. Growing 
literacy is infused through-
out the curriculum, teach-
ing children not just spoken 
English but how to use it in 
a school setting to employ 
reasoning and academic 
writing.

“The main premise is 
literacy and it’s not a pro-
gram that’s solely designed 
for English language learn-
ers,” So said. “It’s designed 
for a comprehensive educa-
tion.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

and Buffalo.
During his State of 

the City address, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg an-
nounced his plans to put 
eight of the schools into 
the more drastic turn-
around model. The DOE 
said Queens Vocational 
and Technical High School 
in Long Island City was not 
placed in the turnaround 
model based on its academ-
ic progress.

Bloomberg has said he 

intends to go ahead with 
the plan to close the schools 
regardless of School Im-
provement Grant funding, 
although the DOE said it 
will apply for the grants. 
The state Education De-
partment said any future 
School Improvement fund-
ing will need an agreement 
on implementing the new 
evaluation system.

The cost of closing and 
reopening each school de-
pends largely on how much 
of the staff is replaced.

If the panel votes in 
favor of closing the schools, 
it will be up to the DOE and 
UFT to screen each teacher 

and decide who stays and 
who goes. At least two of the 
schools, however — Flush-
ing and Newtown — have 
already announced plans to 
introduce new principals.

John Choe, a Flushing 
community member who 
held a rally to keep Flush-
ing HS open, said he was 
not surprised the city be-
gan making changes before 
the vote.

“That’s just the way 
they operate,” he said. “It’s 
cynical to go through the 
public hearing process af-
ter they’ve already began to 
implement the ‘proposal.’”

ticket, Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
had his petition challenged 
by Wang and a woman 
named Evelyn Volin.

Joseph Tiraco, who is 
running on the Indepen-
dence Party ticket, and Ev-
ergreen Chou, who is run-
ning on the Green Party 
ticket, also had their signa-
tures challenged by Wang.

Although a single per-
son files the general objec-
tion, a source who has run 
several campaigns said it 

takes hundreds of hours 
and a team of people to pore 
over the signatures and 
find mistakes. It is a tactic 
often used to knock oppo-
nents off the ballot.

Four of the candidates 
picked up more endorse-
ments this week and last.

Halloran received the 
backing of the Fire Mar-
shals Benevolent Associa-
tion in Bayside.

Lancman received the 
nod from 1199 SEIU Health 
Workers, along with the Lo-
cal 338 Retail, Wholesale, 
Department Store Union, 
United Food and Commer-
cial Workers.

Meng was endorsed 
by United Food and Com-
mercial Workers Union 
Local 1500 and a group of 
South Asian leaders from 
groups including the Alli-
ance of South Asian Ameri-
can Labor and a Richmond 
Hill-based nonprofit called 
Seva.

Crowley was endorsed 
by the Correction Officers’ 
Benevolent Association and 
Transport Workers Union 
Local 100.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

of the flying public,” said 
Reina T. Becnel, public af-
fairs officer for Gateway. 
“We expect the report from 
the Department of Agricul-
ture shortly. Meanwhile, 
the analysis is ongoing and 
we will continue to work 
with federal and local agen-
cies to ensure the public 
flies at ease.”

There have been 2,586 
bird strikes at JFK since 
Jan. 1, 1990, according to 
FAA data, although all 
were not necessarily dan-
gerous or during flights.

Such incidents are not 
exclusive to JFK, according 
to Ken Paskar, president of 
Friends of LaGuardia Air-
port.

“This bird strike is not 
an isolated incident,” he 
said. “In September, Delta 
Airlines Flight 1380 de-
parted LaGuardia and was 
forced to make an emergen-
cy landing at JFK after los-
ing an engine due to a bird 
strike.”

Paskar said the bird 
strikes will become more 
frequent if a planned gar-
bage transfer station in 
College Point is installed at 
the end of a runway at La-
Guardia.

“Birds are intelligent 
creatures and will exploit 

a new food source,” he said 
“This garbage station will 
become a bird magnet and 
endanger thousands of pas-
sengers and people on the 
ground every day.”

In 2009, US Airways 
Capt. Chesley Sullenberger 
and his crew saved 155 lives 
after their plane was hit by 
birds and they were forced 
to land in the Hudson Riv-
er.

Birdstrike.org esti-
mates that wildlife strikes 
cause more than $600 mil-
lion in damage to U.S. civil 
and military aviation an-
nually. According to the 
organization, more than 
219 people have died world-
wide as a result of wildlife 
strikes since 1988.
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Sports

BY MARC RAIMONDI AND 
JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

As always, Queens was 
one of the power boroughs 
in girls’ basketball.

Christ the King came 
back from a 0-6 start to win 
its 26th CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Diocesan title in 
the last 28 years. Archbish-
op Molloy earned a trip to 
the CHSAA Class AA state 
semifinals and Mary Louis 
advanced to the CHSAA 
Class A state championship 
game.

In the PSAL, Francis 
Lewis appeared in its sec-
ond straight Class AA semi-
finals and Scholars Acad-
emy repeated as champion 
in PSAL Class B. Bayside 
had an unlikely run to the 
Class A semifinals.

All-Queens girls’ 

basketball Player of the 

Year: Sierra Calhoun, 

Christ the King

Calhoun was hailed as 
the next great Christ the 
King player when she was 
moved up to the varsity as a 
freshman. This year in her 

sophomore campaign she 
became that, often carry-
ing the Royals and consis-
tently making the big plays 
down the stretch. Calhoun, 
ranked 11th in her class by 
HoopGurlz, can score in the 
lane, knock down jumpers, 
rebound, defend and feed 
open teammates.

She scored 19 points in 
an upset win over Nazareth 
in the CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens semifinals and net-
ted 14 of her 22 points in 
the fourth against Bishop 
Ford in the final. Calhoun 
helped CK claim its 26th 
diocesan crown in the last 
28 years. She also had 20 
points, including two big 
buckets late, in an upset of 
nationally ranked Cicero 
North Syracuse and Ga-
torade National Player of 
the Year winner Breanna 
Stewart.

All-Queens girls’ 

basketball Coach of the 

Year: Bob Mackey, Christ 

the King

Seemingly every year 
the pundits and the bas-

Omar Calhoun tops boro
UConn-bound Christ the King star fi nishes among city’s best ever

Sophomore Calhoun 
leads Queens girls

Christ the King’s Sierra Calhoun is the New York Post’s All-Queens 
girls’ basketball Player of the Year. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY ZACH BRAZILLER AND 
MARC RAIMONDI

There were titles, 
championship games, deep 
runs and renaissance sea-
sons for Queens in 2011-12.

Holy Cross advanced 
to the CHSAA Class AA in-
tersectional title game for 
the first time since 2008. 
Joining the Knights in the 
quarterfinals were Christ 
the King and Archbishop 
Molloy.

In the PSAL, Cardozo 
reached the Class AA quar-
terfinals and shared a divi-
sion title with surprising 
Bayside. Pathways was the 
big winner, taking home its 
second straight PSAL Class 
B championship behind 
future Division I big man 
Jordan Washington. Long 
Island City reached the ‘A’ 
semifinals.

All-Queens boys’ 

basketball Player of the 

Year: Omar Calhoun, 

Christ the King

It was a season that 
ended earlier than expect-
ed for Christ the King — in 
the quarterfinals for the 
two-time defending CHSAA 
Class AA intersectional 
champion. But it’s hard to 
place blame on Calhoun, 
the UConn-bound scoring 
machine.

All the 6-foot-4 guard 
did this year was place his 
name among the greatest 
players in New York City 
history by becoming Christ 
the King’s all-time points 
leader, surpassing former 
Arizona star and NBA play-
er Khalid Reeves. On top of 
that, Calhoun was named 
to the All-American Cham-
pionship Game.

Calhoun will leave CK 

as the winningest player in 
program history, including 
a pair of CHSAA Class AA 
intersectional titles and a 
New York State Federation 
championship.

“He is one of the most 
highly decorated players in 
Christ the King history,” 
Royals Coach Joe Arbitello 
said.

All-Queens boys’ 

basketball Coach of the 

Year: Paul Gilvary, Holy 

Cross

The last time one of 
Gilvary’s teams made the 
CHSAA Class AA inter-

sectional title game back 
in 2008, things were a little 
different. He had a star in 
Sylven Landesberg, who 
was one of the top players 
in Holy Cross history.

This year, the Knights 
were a group of blue-collar, 
unselfish kids, none of 
whom have signed with a 
Division I school. Though 
Cross fell to St. Raymond 
in the championship game, 
it still took home a CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Dioce-
san title, which the Knights 
won just days after the 
death of Gilvary’s mother. 

From that point on, the 
players said they were com-
peting for him.

“It’s not about me,” Gil-
vary said. “It’s always about 
them. They’re the ones that 
do all the work and they’re 
the ones that should reap 
all the benefits and get all 
the accolades.”

FIRST TEAM
F Mairega Clarke, 

Holy Cross

A year after being 
sidelined for a large chunk 
of the season due to a scary 
bout with high blood pres-
sure, Clarke was a key in-
gredient in Holy Cross’ run 
to the CHSAA Class AA 
intersectional final. The 
skilled, 6-foot-5 big man 
had 15 of his 19 points in 
the second half of the semi-
finals against Mount St. 
Michael.

F Tajay Henry, Car-

dozo

When national pros-
pect Jermaine Lawrence 
abruptly left in January, 
Henry emerged. The gutty, 
gritty and skilled 6-foot-5 
forward became Cardozo’s 
heart and soul, its top de-
fender, rebounder and 
scorer, and led the Judges 
to a share of the Queens AA 
regular season crown, the 
borough title and a PSAL 
Class AA quarterfinal 
berth.

G Marquise Moore, 

Holy Cross

After missing parts 
of the season with a toe in-
jury, Moore took his entire 
game to a new level in the 
playoffs. Already a versa-
tile piece in the lineup, the 
6-foot-2 combo guard had 
25 points in the CHSAA 

Christ the King’s Omar Calhoun is the New York Post’s All-Queens 
boys’ basketball Player of the Year. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

PR
. 2

6–
M

AY
 2

, 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

WE

48 Patriots mounts comeback over James Madison
BY MARC RAIMONDI

Francis Lewis already 
had two chances to prove 
itself against elite teams 
in the PSAL. Instead, the 
Patriots were shut out by 
both Susan Wagner and 
Construction.

But, in arguably its 
last chance to earn one of 
the top playoff seeds, Lewis 
bounced back in a big way. 
The Patriots came back 
from three runs down in 
the seventh to stun power-
house James Madison 7-6 
in PSAL Class AA softball 
last Thursday in Brooklyn.

“It was a big win for 
us,” Lewis Coach Bryan 
Brown said. “We really 
needed that. I thought we 
played with a lot of emo-
tion.”

He worried about his 
team in that respect in the 
losses to Wagner and Con-
struction. Brown felt the 
Patriots were just going 
through the motions, con-
tent that last year’s success-
ful season — they advanced 

to the PSAL Class AA semi-
finals — would carry them 
through.

That wasn’t the case 
last Thursday. Lewis (7-2 
Queens A-I) was down 3-0 

and came back. It was be-
hind 6-3 and came back to 
take the lead down to its 
final out. Samantha Stelloh 
scored the tying run on a 
wild pitch and Alina Cerda 

scored the go-ahead tally 
on a groundball by Selena 
Lallave.

“We needed a win to 
see how to get back to how 
we play,” Brown said. “Last 

year I thought we were re-
ally gritty. This year we 
took things for granted.”

Stelloh was 1-for-3 with 
two RBIs and a run scored 
and Kiara Libreros and Sa-

mantha Lallave each had 
two hits off Madison start-
er Cheyenne Tatesure, who 
walked seven and gave up 
three earned runs. Lewis 
ace Priscilla Lallave gave 
up five earned runs on nine 
hits in seven innings.

“We capitalized on a 
couple of mistakes that they 
made,” Brown said. “We 
took advantage of it. That’s 
what you have to do.”

Gina Gerone went 
3-for-3 with two RBIs and a 
run scored and Samantha 
Rodriguez and Victoria Sla-
vik each had an RBI apiece 
for Madison (6-2 Brooklyn 
A), which fell to Tottenville 
3-0 in a title game rematch 
April 16.

Lewis salvages this 
tough two-week stretch and 
will now focus on big league 
games against Cardozo 
May 1 and Bayside May 8. 
Bayside beat the Patriots in 
the first meeting.

“I hope this is a launch 
for us,” Brown said. “This 
was a good one.”

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Danny Scarola felt his 
volleyball team had gotten 
cocky, resulting in a league 
loss last week to rival Fran-
cis Lewis. Then last Thurs-
day, the Cardozo coach told 
his players to come to prac-
tice at 3:30 p.m. sharp — no 
excuses.

Isaac Hwang, one 
of the team’s stars, was 
10 minutes late. Scarola 
wasn’t pleased. He threw 
the sophomore out of prac-
tice and sat him for the first 
set in a scrimmage Friday 
with Grover Cleveland.

“Otherwise they’re 
just going to keep with 
that pattern,” Scarola said. 
“You know what’s going to 
happen? A playoff game, 
someone is going to show 
up late.”

Hwang admitted his 
mistake and came into Sat-
urday’s Coaches vs. Cancer 
tournament at Cardozo 

with a renewed mindset. 
The powerful outside hit-
ter had eight kills against 
Regis in the championship 
match to lead the Judges to 
a 25-22, 25-21 win in Oak-
land Gardens. When the 
event concluded, Scarola 
awarded Hwang with the 
tournament most valuable 
player honor.

Following the disci-
plinary action, Hwang said 
he had a talk with his un-
cle, Andy Choi, who was a 
professional soccer player 
in Korea.

“He told me that if you 
want to play, you have to 
play to be the best,” Hwang 
said. “Nothing else. You 
have to do everything you 
can to get to practices and 
things like that.”

Hwang was even bet-
ter earlier in the day, lead-
ing Cardozo to first place 
in pool play and then a win 
over Long Island power 
Chaminade in the semifi-

nals. The Judges’ Achilles 
heel this year has been con-
sistency and part of the rea-
son for that is their youth. 
Scarola felt Hwang came 
a long way in that respect 
Saturday.

“I think he’s starting 
to finally focus a little more 
and that’s why he’s starting 

to hit,” the coach said.
Tyler Gaugler had six 

kills in the championship 
match and was named to 
the all-tournament team. 
Moses Park had two huge 
blocks late in the second 
set, one to give Cardozo a 
21-18 lead and another to 
put the Judges up 22-20.

The host team got a 
bit of a break a few points 
earlier. When Regis led 
13-10 in the second set, the 
Raiders were whistled for a 
rotation error. Coach Alex 
Chan argued and there was 
a 20-minute delay while the 
referees and scorekeepers 
sorted out the matter. It 
turned out Regis wasn’t at 
fault, but the damage was 
done: The Raiders lost all 
their momentum.

“Now it slows them 
down and we’re starting at 
an even pace again,” Sca-
rola said.

A Park kill gave Car-
dozo a 19-18 lead it would 
not relinquish. Tom 
McLaughlin had five kills 
and five blocks to lead Re-
gis and was named to the 
all-tournament team. Chan 
was pleased with his team’s 
performance regardless of 
the loss, especially beating 
Bryant in the semifinals 
and going toe-to-toe with 

Cardozo in the final.
“Anytime you compete 

that well with a great team 
like Cardozo, it’s a positive 
thing,” said the coach, who 
has guided Regis to two of 
the last three CHSAA city 
titles.

Scarola did bemoan 
some more self-destructive 
play from his young team. 
In a pool play set against 
Bryant, Cardozo had 10 ser-
vice errors in a span of 12 
points.

“We have the potential 
to be really good,” Gaugler 
said. “We’ve just gotta stay 
consistent.”

Plenty of that rests 
with Hwang, who said he 
learned a lesson from this 
week’s tardiness.

“I was trying, but I end-
ed up being late,” he said. 
“[Scarola] is really strict 
about practices. He just 
wants to get the best out of 
us. I realize that now.”

Francis Lewis pulled off a big win over James Madison. Photo by William Thomas

Better late than never: Hwang punctual for title win

Cardozo celebrates its victory. Photo by Denis Gostev
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The Cardozo boys’ la-
crosse team got a reminder 
of exactly what it was work-
ing for. Former Judges de-
fender Steven Budhan, who 
beat Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
just two years ago, spoke 
to the team a little more 
than two weeks prior to the 
team’s Coaches vs. Cancer 
game in his honor.

“He just said, ‘Live 
your life. You never know 
when something like that 
is going to happen,’” senior 
goalie Chris Yeh said.

Cardozo players wore 
lime green socks and Coach 
Chris Milani donned those 
along with a green T-shirt 
for lymphoma for the team’s 
18-9 exhibition game win 
over Stuyvesant as part of 
the athletic department’s 
cancer awareness day Sat-
urday afternoon.

It also included a girls’ 

lacrosse and JV baseball 
game to go along with the 
school’s annual boys’ vol-
leyball tournament. Cardo-
zo won all four and through 
food sales and $1 donation 
cards raised more than 
$1,000.

“We played hard for 
him today,” senior mid-
fielder Bektosh Ayoob said. 
“He was in our hearts. This 
meant a lot. Once we found 
out that he had cancer, it af-
fected everyone. Especially 
in high school we didn’t 
know that much about can-
cer. He was like a big broth-
er figure to us.”

Budhan’s journey re-
mains with the team every 
day. An article about him 
and his picture appears 
in and outside the locker 
room, something Yeh said 
he looks at when he needs 
inspiration. Budhan was 
known for his toughness 
and leadership. Milani still 

remembers the day he had 
to tell the team that their 
friend had cancer, calling 
it the hardest thing he’s 
had to do in his life up un-
til then. After six months 
of treatment, Budhan was 
able to play his senior sea-
son.

“Once he got cancer, 
he fought it and came back 
and played more lacrosse,” 
Ayoob said.

The day became a re-
ality when the American 
Cancer Society sent the 
school some information 
and athletic director Joe 
Cavallo jumped at the op-
portunity to do something. 
Milani, girls’ lacrosse 
Coach Lou DeCicco, volley-
ball Coach Danny Scarola 
and JV baseball head man 
Rich Parascos came up 
with the idea of each team 
representing a cancer that 
had meaning for them.

“People say, ‘What’s 

the lime green for?’ and we 
can tell them about lym-
phatic cancer,” Ayoob said.

Added Miliani, “We 
did it to highlight Steven’s 
courage.”

The Judges now get 
back to the business of 
trying to win a PSAL title 
after getting off to a 5-2 
start, good enough for third 
place.

Yeh believes his team 
just needs to work a little 
harder and get on the same 
page. It’s something Bud-
han has always preached. 
All of the Judges were on 
board for the idea of raising 
money to help others who 
were affected by the dis-
ease they saw a close friend 
and teammate battle.

“Every dollar that we 
get for cancer research is 
just better for everybody,” 
Ayoob said.

Cardozo Coach Chris Milani and his team helped raise money for cancer research. Photo by Denis Gostev

Academy of American Studies’ Ricky Myint had nine kills against 
Bronx Science. Photo by Denis Gostev

American Studies 
conquers top rival

BY MARC RAIMONDI

The Academy of Amer-
ican Studies players were 
fired up. The Eagles have 
cruised in league play, but 
last week they got a chance 
to play Bronx Science in a 
non-league match featuring 
two of the city’s top teams. 
American Studies came in 
ranked No. 1 in New York 
City by the New York Post 
and Science was No. 2.

“It was a little bit of 
excitement in the air,” Ea-
gles Coach Josh Yang said. 
“You get a little bit of jit-
ters. We haven’t had that in 
awhile.”

Academy of American 
Studies was able to hold its 
top spot with a 25-22, 25-19, 
25-17 win over Science in 
non-league boys’ volleyball 
April 18 in Long Island 
City. Yang did admit it was 
somewhat anti-climactic, 
because Science star mid-
dle hitter Alex Barbulescu 
was out with an ankle in-
jury, but it was another win 
in a big week.

“I think it was still 
one of the more competi-
tive matches we’ve played,” 
Yang said of an under-
manned Bronx Science 
squad.

Junior outside hit-
ter Michal Kasza had 25 
kills and 10 aces, Conrad 
Zajkowski had 12 kills and 
five blocks, Piotr Kasza had 
53 assists and Ricky Myint 
added nine kills.

Academy of American 

Studies advanced to the 
PSAL city championship 
match last year and Yang 
sees vast improvement in 
this group. The entire nu-
cleus is playing club ball 
with the AllStarr program.

“These kids are just 
coming into their own, re-
ally,” Yang said. “I’ve seen 
Piotr do things and I’m 
just like, ‘Wow.’ It blows me 
away.”

The coach said the one 
thing his team has to im-
prove on is confidence when 
it gets on the court. He said 
Michal Kasza asked him 
during the Science match if 
he should be hitting line or 
cross court and just a gen-
eral strategy on how to at-
tack the Wolverines. Yang 
told him not to adjust his 
play — they should adjust 
to him.

“We know we’re good, 
but when we get into the 
game they don’t play as 
confidently as they should,” 
Yang said. “Everyone has 
to adjust to us. They don’t 
realize how skilled and how 
good and how dominant we 
are.”

And Michal Kasza has 
become arguably the top 
outside hitter in the city. 
Even when American Stud-
ies struggled in the first 
set, Piotr, his brother, just 
kept feeding him.

“Everyone in the gym 
knows it’s going to him and 
he just puts it away,” Yang 
said.

Dozo lacrosse fi ghts cancer
Former player with Hodgkin’s lymphoma inspires fund-raising
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ketball community write 
Christ the King’s domi-
nance off, and the rum-
blings were there again 
this season with a young 
group back. Things didn’t 
start well as CK went 0-6, 
with five games against 
nationally ranked teams in 
a schedule constructed by 
design to get them battle-
tested.

As Mackey envisioned, 
his Royals team peaked 
late with wins over Bishop 
Ford and an upset of even-
tual state Federation Class 
AA champion Cicero-North 
Syracuse. He had them keep 
every game in perspective 
and cultivated his players 
and their team chemistry. 
His work culminated with 
the Royals beating Bishop 
Loughlin, Nazareth and 
Bishop Ford en route to 
their 26th CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens title in the last 
28 years.

FIRST TEAM
G Rayne Connell, 

Christ the King

The UPenn-bound 
guard was one of the keys 
to Christ the King’s late-
season success after sur-
gery to remove a cyst on her 
back sidelined her early. 
Connell is one of the best 
shut down defenders and 
scored 16 points in an upset 
of Cicero-North Syracuse.

F Carolyn Gallagher, 

Archbishop Molloy

It’s never flashy, but 
Gallagher never ceases to 
get the job done. She is a 
treat inside and out and one 
of the city’s most consistent 
free throw shooters. The 
junior helped Molloy reach 
CHSAA Class AA state 
semifinals.

G Reana Mohamed, 

Mary Louis

Mohamed finished 
her career playing her best 
basketball. The George 
Mason-bound guard and 
1,000-point scorer came on 
late and helped lead Mary 
Louis to the CHSAA Class 
A state final. She poured in 
21 points in a state semifi-
nal victory.

F Tyese Purvis, 

Francis Lewis

The 5-foot-10 senior’s 
game evolved this year 
from just an athlete to a 
multi-faceted wing who 
could finish inside and step 
outside and hit jumpers 
from 18 feet and beyond. 
Purvis, who has Division I 
interest, helped lead Lewis 
to a second-straight PSAL 
Class AA semifinals.

G Amani Tatum, 

Archbishop Molloy

Tatum is the Stanners’ 
unquestioned leader. Mol-
loy was known to rally late 
and the determined junior 
was usually leading the 
way. The junior had 18 of 
her 28 points in the second 
half in a win over Mary 
Louis in the diocesan quar-
terfinals.

Brooklyn/Queens final 
and 17 in the intersection-
al semifinals to lead Holy 
Cross to the title game.

G Jon Severe, Christ 

the King

As a junior, Severe be-
came an electric, versatile 
scorer for Christ the King 
with a deadly three-point 
shot and an innate finishing 
ability around the basket. 
The highly recruited 6-foot-
2 guard tied the school’s 
single-game three-pointer 
record in January against 
Xaverian with eight threes 
to match Larry Davis’ total 
from 2006.

F Jordan Washing-

ton, Pathways

The 6-foot-7 man-child 
led Pathways to a second 
straight PSAL Class B 
crown, averaging 23 points 
and 13 rebounds in five 
playoff contests. The junior 
with multiple high Divi-
sion I offers may not return 
to the Queens school — he’s 
considering prep school — 
but if he does, you can pen-
cil in Pathways for another 
crown.

SECOND TEAM
F Uzonna Akazi, 

Bayside

The senior 6-foot-7 
forward wasn’t just about 
potential this winter — he 
was also about produc-
tion. Around the time star 
guard Austin Williams 
went down with a season-
ending knee injury, Akazi, 
who will attend junior col-
lege next year, became the 
post presence, rebounder 
and defender Coach Corey 
Semper always felt he could 
be, averaging 13 points and 
eight rebounds per game as 
the Commodores finished 
tied atop Queens AA with 
perennial powerhouse Car-
dozo.

G C.J. Davis, Arch-

bishop Molloy

Already holding major 
Division I offers before even 
playing a varsity game, Da-
vis had to meet high expec-
tations this year as a sopho-
more and he did just that. 
The chiseled, 6-foot-1 guard 
had an adjustment period 
early, but ended up leading 
Molloy to the CHSAA Class 
AA intersectional quarter-
finals.

G Will Davis, Holy 

Cross

Holy Cross was un-
able to win its first CHSAA 
Class AA intersectional ti-
tle since 2008, but it was no 
fault of Davis. The lanky, 
athletic senior guard saved 

his best game for last, drop-
ping in 21 points against St. 
Raymond in the champion-
ship game.

F Jordan Fuchs, 

Christ the King

The two-sport star who 
has interest from big-time 
basketball and football 
programs was the picture 
of versatility for Christ the 
King. The 6-foot-5 Fuchs, a 
gifted athlete, was tremen-
dous around the basket, but 
also showed off the ability 
to step out and make three-
pointers, too.

F Marko Kozul, 

Archbishop Molloy

Molloy’s most consis-
tent performer, Kozul was 
an excellent inside-outside 
threat. When he scored in-
side and out and rebounded, 
the Stanners were extreme-
ly tough to beat — and that’s 
what Kozul did down the 
stretch as his team reached 
the CHSAA Class AA inter-
sectional quarterfinals.

THIRD TEAM
G Dupree McBrayer, 

Springfield Gardens

The top sophomore in 
the city nobody talks about, 
McBrayer led Springfield 
Gardens to its best season 
since the days of Charles 
Jenkins, to a Queens A East 
division title and the PSAL 
Class A quarterfinals. All 

of the 6-foot-3 combo guard’s 
potential was on display in 
a season-ending two-point 
loss to eventual city cham-
pion Brooklyn Collegiate 
when he had 19 points and 
10 assists in nearly engi-
neering the upset.

G Brandon King, 

Bayside

The Christ the King 
transfer was supposed to 
form a potent 1-2 backcourt 
punch with Austin Wil-
liams; instead, he carried 
much of the scoring load 
when Williams went down 
with a knee injury in Janu-
ary, averaging 16 points 
per game. Bayside wouldn’t 
have been able to beat Car-
dozo for the first time in 11 
years and earn a share of 
the Queens AA crown with-
out the talented junior.

G Anthony Libroia, 

Holy Cross

The team’s best three-
point shooter and top de-
fender, Libroia had his best 
performance in the CHSAA 
Class AA intersectional 
semifinals against Mount 
St. Michael. The 5-foot-
11 point guard locked up 
Mount star Malik Gill and 
also had 10 rebounds and 10 
assists to lead Cross to its 
first title game since 2008.

G Tarik Raynor, 

Campus Magnet

The 6-foot-3 wing en-
joyed a stellar senior sea-
son at both ends of the floor 
as Campus Magnet finished 
second in Queens AA. The 
highlight was a 26-point, 
six-rebound performance 
in an early-season upset of 
Queens dynamo Cardozo.

Continued from Page 47

Girls
Continued from Page 47

Omar

Get daily updates and Web exclusives online at

 www.TimesLedger.com
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Convenience Group,
Air Bags, Rear Seat

Mounted Thorax,
E-Assist With A 6-Speed

Automatic Transmission,
MSRP $31,835

All New 2012 BUICK LACROSSE

INCLUDES CADILLAC PREMIUM CARE MAINTENANCE FOR 4 YEARS OR 50,000 MILES

No 1st Payment! $0 Security Deposit! $0 Down!

LEASE FOR

$279
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC CCTTSS
All-Wheel Drive Sedan

Single Payment
Lease For 2 Years

$7,999
OR

3.6L V6 308
Horsepower With

Improved Gas Mileage!
6 Speed Automatic, 

1yr. Onstar, 
Turn By Turn Navigation 

MSRP $36,525 

3.0L V6 270HP Compact Spare Wheel/Tire, OnStar,
Turn by Turn Navigation, MSRP $40,340

LEASE FOR

$349
*

per month 39 months

LEASE FOR

$259
*

per month 24 months

SLE
AWD

36
MPG
HIGHWAY

Includes 2 Years 
of the Following: 
Scheduled Maintenance 
On Star Directions 
& Connections 
& Sirius XM Radio.

Premium
Service Lease Power Sunroof W/ 2nd Row

Skylight, Heated Driver & Front

Passenger Seats, 

6-Spd Automatic Transmission, 

MSRP $39,830

All New 2012 GMC ACADIA

$0 Down! $0 Security Deposit! Hurry In!

LEASE FOR

$289
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC 

SSRRXX  FFWWDD

The Better Way!
Better Price! 

Better Selection!
Better Service!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com

Open Sunday
12pm-5pm

Buick / GMC offers: add tax & reg. fees plus, bank fee $795 ( Acadia $695), taxes, DMV. Ally bank ( Acadia USBank $395 turn in fee). Residual: Lacrosse $19,737 ( Acadia $19,516) , $0 Down, No Security Deposit and No Ist Payment ( Acadia 1st payment is due $289.00). Primary lender approval. 10K miles a year 25¢ thereafter.. LaCrosse Customer Lease Cash of $2,850, Lease Conquest Cash of $2,000.  ( must be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer ). Cadillac SRX: Due at signing: 1st month payment of $349, plus tax & reg fees, No Security
Deposit, bank fee $695 due on delivery. SRX Price includes: $1,540 Customer Cash Rebate.  $395 Disposition fee at lease end. US Bank 10k miles per yr. 25¢ thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. MSRP $37,055. Residual Value SRX $18,898.05 . ( Must be a NON GM  active lessee to qualify on advertised prices ) Must have excellent credit with primary lenders approval. CTS: Due at signing: 1st month payment of $279 plus Add tax & reg fees, No Security Deposit, bank fee $695 due on delivery.  $395 Disposition fee at lease end. 10k miles per
yr. 25¢ thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. MSRP $40,340. Residual Value CTS $19,766.60. ( Must be a NON GM  active lessee to qualify on advertised prices ) Must have excellent credit with primary lenders approval.  Best Price: In stock vehicles. Model for model, option for option. Must present bonafide written order from authorized new car competitor. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 4-30-2012.

BUICK

in Great Neck!

BUICK in Great Neck!
Cadillac Celebrates 
Its New Edition...
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†Selling price $18,981, 84 mos @ 4.9% APR financing w/$4991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. 

Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 4/30/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

1999919999199 Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7931-28K mi.

20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$34,981

$4,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, 3rd Row, STK#U8030-49K mi.

*

2003 CHEVROLET

VENTURE
$3,981

Auto, A/C, STK#U8071-116K mi.

*

1999 CHEVROLET

CAVALIER

$11,981
Auto, Leather, P/Sunroof, Alloys, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U8088-43K mi.

*

2007 VW

PASSAT 2.0T
$9,981

Auto, A/C, STK#U7959-75K mi.

*

2004 NISSAN

MAXIMA

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#7889-40K mi.

*

2010 CHEVROLET

COBALT

$15,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/S, Stk#U7859-60K mi.

*

2008 TOYOTA

SIENNA LE

$5,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, STK#U8012-114K mi.

*

2004 VW

GOLF

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Leather, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Black, STK#U8122-20K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.

2012 
GMC YUKON

$11,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U8117-93K mi.

*

2005 GMC

YUKON XL 4X4

*
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Free • Confi dential • Interpretation Available

I have a question about
my child’s medicine.

NEW YORK CITY
POISON CONTROL CENTER
1-800-222-1222

We are here to help.

Lynda D. Curtis
Sr. V.P. and Executive Director
Bellevue Hospital Center

or call 311 and ask for the Poison Control Center

60 total pages 


