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Rosa Velez, the mother of Alejandro Nino, holds a commemorative street sign in memory of her son as she comforts Nino’s 
10-year-old son Dasani and Dasani’s mother Patricia Brown. The corner of Queens Boulevard and 49th Street was renamed 
for Nino. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY RICH BOCKMANN

As a youngster, Alejandro 
Nino made friends playing stick-
ball outside his home on 49th 
Street in Woodside, and an indel-
ible mark he left behind can be 
seen there today.

“This street that bares his 
name is a powerful statement to 
the friendship he created and nur-
tured. It speaks of the love he in-
spired in his friends, and love you 
inspired in him,” Rosa Velez told a 
crowd of loved ones who gathered 
Saturday to witness the corner of 
Queens Boulevard and 49th Street 
named “Alejandro Nino Place” in 
honor of her late son.

Nino, a beloved neighbor-
hood figure and tireless altruist 
until his final days, succumbed to 
cancer in 2010 at the age of 36.

Nino moved with his mother 
to Queens from Jersey City in 
1973, and as a young alter boy at 
St. Teresa’s School he began a 
lifetime of devoting himself to 
helping others. He would go on to 
join the Boy Scouts and the City 
Volunteer Corps, where he served 
as a therapy aide at Coler Memo-

Continued on Page 20

Street rename honors Woodsider
Late therapy aide Alejandro Nino remembered as altruist, neighborhood fi gure

Tidy Cats saves 
blighted  house
on 184th Street

BY RICH BOCKMANN

They are calling it the best-
looking boarded-up house in 
Queens.

Just two weeks ago, the 
abandoned home on 184th Street 
in Springfield Gardens was a di-
lapidated mess. Neighbors said 
that in the 10-plus years since the 
home’s owner died, the yard had 
become a dumping ground that 
was driving them up the wall and 
their property values down.

“It was a mess. The pool 
was filled in with trash and it at-
tracted mosquitoes and rodents,” 
said Larry Love, 55, whose house 
sits right next door to the former 
eyesore. “The worst part was the 
summer. It was a swamp, a jungle. 
The raccoons came out and one 
even attacked my niece. My moth-
er was getting sick.”

Love got in touch with City 
Councilman James Sanders (D-
Laurelton), whose office scoured 
records to find who was responsi-
ble for maintaining the property.

“We asked a million ques-
tions. We asked Sanitation; we 

Continued on Page 20

BY PHIL CORSO

It has been months 
since some Bell Boulevard 
business owners said they 
could remember seeing tan-
gible benefits from their tax 
dollars at work, courtesy of 
the Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement District.

And after former Ex-
ecutive Director Gregg Sul-
livan was fired in Decem-
ber, those Bell Boulevard 
property owners said they 
wanted answers.

Sullivan rallied togeth-
er with residents last week 
to build  support for what he 
called a healthy change for 

Bayside.
“I’m prepared to go 

to war with you,” Sullivan 
told a crowd of more than 
50 Bayside business own-
ers and residents who met 
April 18 inside All Saints 
Episcopal Church, at 214-35 
40th Ave.

Uncle Jack’s Steakhouse owner William 
Degel (r.) voices support for former 
Bayside Business Improvement District 
Executive Director Gregg Sullivan. 

Photo by Phil Corso

Bayside split over BID director
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
Growing up in Queens inspired one man 

to don deli whites with blue-collar roots.
Ronnie Dragoon, owner and operator of 

Ben’s Delicatessen Restaurant & Caterers, 
spent many of his early years across from Le-
Frak City on 98th Street in Rego Park.

Continued on Page 20Continued on Page 20

Ben’s Deli boss shares 
stories from early days
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) has two less 
challengers after Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
decided to run in another 
district and former Sen. 
Frank Padavan opted not 
to relive a heated previous 
campaign for his old seat. 

“ I ’ m 
going to 
focus my 
efforts on 

getting Dan re-elected,” 
Padavan said at a recent 
event, referring to City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), who is run-
ning for Congress.

Padavan, a Republi-
can, said that although he 
was approached by several 
people to run for the 11th 
Senate District, which cov-
ers a large swath of north-
east Queens, including 
College Point, Whitestone, 
some of Flushing, Bayside, 
Fresh Meadows, Hollis 
Hills and the neighbor-
hoods bordering Nassau 
County. Padavan held the 
seat for 38 years before los-
ing to Avella in 2010, and he 
decided not to jump back 
into the political arena.

It was widely specu-
lated earlier this year that 
Padavan would face off 
against Avella in a general 
election, and Padavan told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in February that he was 
considering the move.

But a source in the 
Queens Republican Party 
confirmed Padavan did not 
want to run. Now the party 
is in the process of drawing 
up a shortlist of possible 
candidates and interview-
ing them.

It was also uncertain 
where Stavisky would end 
up running after the redis-
tricting process, but her 
office said she would be 
making an announcement 
on the steps of Flushing 
Library, at 41-17 Main St., 
indicating she would go for 
the new 16th District.

That district most 
closely resembles her cur-

rent seat, but is centered 
around Flushing, with two 
arms that extend west into 
Forest Hills and east along 
the Long Island Express-
way into parts of Bayside. 
The district is 53 percent 
Asian, and by running 
there Stavisky will avoid a 
primary with Avella.

Her announcement 
will also put to rest long-
standing questions about 
where she would run.

In late January, the 
state body in charge of re-
drawing political districts 
to accommodate population 
change make some changes 
to the 16th Senate District, 
most notably eliminat-
ing Stavisky’s Beechhurst 

home and drawing it into 
the domain of Avella.

For months, Stavisky 
remained mum on where 
she would run, ultimately 
waiting until another as-
pect of the redistricting 
process was resolved in 
court.

The Senate Republi-
cans, who drew their own 
lines for the decennial pro-
cess, also created an extra 
seat upstate, bringing the 
total in New York to 63.

Senate Democrats 
sued to try and have the 
lines thrown out for violat-
ing the state Constitution, 
and Stavisky decided to 
hold back until the conflict 
was resolved, since Demo-

crats hoped the districts 
would be redrawn. Earlier 
this month, a judge ruled 
in the Republicans’ favor, 
although Democrats ap-
pealed.

As of now Stavisky will 
face John Messer, an Oak-
land Gardens lawyer whom 
she defeated in a Democrat-
ic primary in 2010. A Flush-
ing activist named Sunny 
Hahn has also expressed 
an interest in running on 
the Republican ticket. 

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Rosie Moyano reached 

down into a crevice in the 
jetty sticking out into Little 
Bay Sunday and pulled out 
a plastic flower. The day’s 
raw, rainy weather had not 
dampened her sense of hu-
mor.

“I imagine someone 
had a romantic moment,” 
she said, displaying the 
faux floret for Victor Reyes, 
a Flushing fisherman who 
was looking forward to a 
season casting off in the 
waters for blue fish, strip-
ers and flounders.

“Looks like it,” he said 
with a smile as he stuffed a 
trash bag with spray paint 
cans and beer bottles.

Reyes and Moyano, the 
parent coordinator at the 
Queens High School of In-
quiry in Hillcrest, were two 
of a few dozen volunteers 
who scoured Little Bay 
Park during the Bayside 
Anglers Group’s 18th an-
nual Waterfront Day, which 
organized similar cleanups 
around the Bayside Marina 
as well as the Joe Michaels 
Mile bicycle path along the 
Cross Island Parkway and 
Little Neck Bay.

Peter Pabone, presi-
dent of the Bayside Anglers 
Group, said by living in 
New York City people have 
misconceptions about the 
waters surrounding them.

“We live on islands, 
but most people don’t real-
ize that. People think the 
water is disgusting, but 
it’s cleaner now than it’s 

been in over 100 years,” he 
explained. “The fish are 
healthy and, yes, you can 
eat them without getting 
sick.”

On its web site, the 
state Department of Health 
lists advice about fish con-
sumption. Those most sen-
sitive to common contami-
nants are women under 50 
and children under 15.

Pabone said the an-
nual cleanup, held during 
Earth Week, teaches an im-
portant lesson about envi-
ronmental stewardship.

Melissa Martinez, a 
15-year-old student at the 
Queens High School of 
Inquiry, said she had not 
thought much about caring 
for the environment before 
a teacher recommended 
she spend a semester at the 
Coastal Studies for Girls 
School in Maine.

She said that before 
she attended the program, 
she would not have thought 
about participating in a 
cleanup event, and now she 
wants to go to college and 
eventually be an environ-
mental lawyer.

“I had to pick up a 
huge rock and get a tire un-
derneath it,” she said with 
excitement. “I mean, if you 
can change just one law, 
think of the impact that 
will have.”

Martinez joined about 
20 or so of her classmates 
from her school’s Ivy Soci-
ety, members of which dedi-
cate themselves to commu-
nity service.

Former state Sen. Frank Padavan has decided not to run against Sen. Tony Avella in this year’s elec-
tions.

Padavan won’t run for seat
Ex-GOP senator declines Avella rematch to stump for Halloran

Baysiders join Anglers 
for Little Bay cleanup

High school students Ahra Sung (l.-r.) and Jenny Kim clean up the 
jetty in Little Bay with the help of their adviser, Julio Penagos. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann
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The World’s Most Unique Jewelry

What should I buy my mommy? Alicia’s Jewelers, 
specializing in Mother’s Day Smiles since 1983.

ANNUAL MOTHER’S DAY SALE

Monday – Saturday 10:00-5:45 pm
Thursday 10:00-8:45 pm
Sunday 12:00-5:00 pm

Bay Terrace Shopping Center
211-19 26th Avenue
Bayside, NY 11360

Healthy demand for fresh produce grows in St. Albans
Farmers Boulevard Community Development group seeks to change food culture for the better
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Long after St. Albans’ 
farms were developed into 
the homes of the neigh-
borhood’s legendary jazz 
greats, the demand for 
fresh food still exists.

The supply, though, is 
a different story.

“A lot of senior citizens 
have been growing vegeta-
bles in their backyards for 
decades. It’s still very much 
a part of the culture,” said 
Isa Abdur-Rahman, execu-
tive director of the Farm-
ers Boulevard Community 
Development Corp.

“Now juxtapose that 
with a lot of the fast-food 
services that proliferate 
urban streets: fast Chinese, 
fast pizza — all of which no-
body hates,” he said. “We’re 
trying to revive some of the 
culture of fresher food and 
fresher produce in order to 

promote health and well-
ness.”

A 2010 study by the 
Pratt Center for Communi-
ty Development found that 
while the majority of area 
residents and customers eat 
out at sit-down restaurants, 
they prefer to travel away 
from Farmers Boulevard to 
places like the Green Acres 
Mall in Valley Stream, L.I., 
to do so. The report conclud-
ed that St. Albans residents 
have a “growing health 
conscious sentiment,” and 
that several shuttered res-
taurants provided the type 
of existing infrastructure 
that could be used to lure 
potential businesses.

Abdur-Rahman said 
he has been developing ini-
tiatives over the past few 
years to build on that capi-
tal to either lure a healthy 
restaurant to the boulevard 
or develop one from within 

the community.
“The challenge is that 

a lot of restaurants that 
have a vision for expanding 
desire either more densely 

populated areas than you 
find in southeast Queens, 
or they look for bigger foot-
prints with land for park-
ing,” he said.

“It’s tough to go com-
pete with Manhattan and 
Brooklyn and Nassau,” he 
added. “If what’s needed is 
for us to build it from with-
in, then that’s what we’ll 
do.”

In its efforts to plant 
those seeds from within, 
the organization is plan-
ning to hold its annual 
health and wellness fair 
Sept. 15 at the intersection 
of Farmers and Murdock 
boulevards.

On top of that, over the 
next month or so it will be 
launching the Earth Tones 
& Side Dishes program, a 
nod to the neighborhood’s 
rich agricultural and jazz 
histories. The program 
will provide free catering 
and live music to a select 
few civic groups in the St. 
Albans-Jamaica area.

The catered presenta-
tions will feature grilled 

salmon, lamb and jerk 
chicken, as well as healthy 
side dishes such as three-
bean salad, rice dishes, 
steamed pumpkin, steamed 
plantains and stewed black 
peas.

“The focal point will 
be the side dishes. We 
want to show you can fill 
your plate with things that 
are not fried, that are not 
even meat for that matter,” 
Abdur-Rahman said. “At-
tracting such a restaurant 
to our area is the ultimate 
goal, but the most impor-
tant work is to continue ad-
vocating for healthier life-
styles in our community.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

A study by the Pratt Center for Community Development says 
empty restaurants along Farmers Boulevard, like Munchy’s, could 
be used to lure an existing healthy eatery to open shop in St. 
Albans. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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$39999

Door
Buster SAVE AN

EXTRA 10%OFF
ALREADY DISCOUNTED PRICES!

With this coupon only. Excludes ad specials, clearance items, hot buys

and prior sales. Can’t be combined with other offers. 

$500 Min. Purchase. Limit one per customer. Exp 4/30/11.

NOMONEY DOWN+ plus + INTEREST FREEFINANCINGAVAILABLESee store for details

OVER 100 RECLINERS ON DISPLAY! • NEXT DAY DELIVERY ON EVERYTHING IN STOCK!†

Door
Buster

Ends
Monday!

Ends
Monday!

$89999LEAH Full Size
Sofabed

ALL LEATHER ON SALE
SAVE 

HUNDREDS!
Featuring Reclining Sofas,

Loveseats and More

ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
150 Sunrise Hwy
516-766-0910

CARLE PLACE
265 Glen Cove Rd.
516-248-2323

FARMINGDALE
1644 Route 110
631-845-4790

SETAUKET
4016 Nesconset Hwy. (Rte 347)
631-642-3240

ALL STORES OPEN: Monday– Saturday 10am-9pm (RVC 10am-6pm), Sunday 11am-6pm

1-800-RECLINER          WWW.LAZBOY.COM/LONGISLAND-NYC

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

Photos are for illustration only. Not all items in all stores. Delivery charges apply. Immediate delivery, in stock items only. †Restrictions apply. Available on in-
stock merchandise, Delivery Days Tuesday thru Saturday. Purchase must be made prior to 2 pm. May not apply to certain delivery locations. See store for details.

AMITY
Recliner

$44999
Orig. $549.99

4 Lift Chair
Styles
Available

GIVES YOU 
AN EXTRA BOOST!

$79999CLARK Reclining Sofa
Orig. $1359.99

14 Styles 
to Choose! 

SAVE 
$560

CONNER
Recliner

$46999
Orig. $849.99

SAVE 
$380

“Come in and feel the difference.”

JOURNEY
POWER
Chaise
Recliner

$69999
Orig. $1189.99

SAVE 
$490

ANDERSON Recliner

Attention Queens:

NP

BY REBECCA HENELY

Two Long Island City 
stores that were destroyed 
in two eerily identical car 
crashes near the Ed Koch-
Queensborough Bridge a 
year ago have filed suit 
against multiple city agen-
cies and the drivers for 
damages they estimate to 
be in excess of $1 million.

“They’ve obviously 
been distressed,” said 
Great Neck, L.I., attorney 
Scott Agulnick, who is rep-
resenting the store own-
ers. “Those two businesses 
account for a tremendous 
amount of their own labor 
and time and money.”

The plaintiffs in the 
suit, filed in Queens Su-
preme Court March 30, are 
Espinal’s Caribbean Res-
taurant II Inc., run by Tony 
Espinal at 25-06 Queens 
Plaza South, and Villa De 
Baute’ Inc., run by Akber 
Jiwani at 25-04 Queens Pla-
za South.

The stores were first 
hit March 28, 2011, at 
around 4 a.m. when Grant 
Riddell, who was operating 
a 2007 Volkswagen Rabbit, 
lost control of his car while 
driving on the off-ramp 
near Crescent Street and 

Queens Plaza South. Rid-
dell not only smashed into 
the restaurant and salon, 
but also killed pedestrian 
Anthony Buscemi.

Eight days later on 
April 6, at around 4 a.m., 
Alexander Palacio, who 
was driving a 2006 Volk-
swagen Jetta, crashed into 
the stores while driving on 
the same off-ramp. The pas-
senger in his car, Beatriz 
Rodriguez, was killed in 
the crash.

Both Riddell and Pala-
cio lost an arm as a result of 
their accidents.

On May 21, 2011, a 
third Volkswagen had an 
accident in the same spot 
around 6 a.m., although by 
that time concrete barriers 
had been erected in front 
of the damaged storefronts 
and the car slammed into 
the barrier and a livery cab. 
There were no fatalities.

The suit alleges the 
stores’ property damage 
was caused by multiple en-
tities, including the city; 
the city Department of 
Transportation; the city 
Economic Development 
Corp.; construction com-
panies Liro Engineers of 
Syosset, L.I., and Triumph 
Construction Corp. of the 
Bronx; the drivers; and 

Nikki Riddell and the estate 
of Rodriguez, who owned 
the Volkswagens.

Agulnick said it would 
be up to the jury to decide 
which parties bore the 
greater fault. The suit esti-
mates the damage Espinal 
and Jiwani incurred at 
more than $1 million, but 
did not hazard a precise 
amount.

The redone traffic pat-
terns earned the ire of area 
elected officials shortly af-
ter the first two accidents. 
Agulnick said with the 
multiple lanes of traffic 
converging in a small area, 
exiting the ramp could be 
dangerous if not done per-
fectly.

“It was a situation 
where if anything went 
wrong, the result was cata-
strophic,” Agulnick said.

He said Espinal had 
been planning to open a 
second restaurant around 
the time of the crash.

“You think two steps 
forward and one step back,” 
Agulnick said.

Palacio, who was 
charged with driving with-
out a valid license, also 
filed suit against the city, 
DOT and the EDC in De-
cember.

Two stores that were ruined by two nearly identical 2011 accidents near Queens Plaza South and 
Crescent Street are suing the city and drivers for property damage. This photo shows the second ac-
cident. Photo by Steven Malecki

LIC shops hit by cars
sue city for damages
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

One of the greater Ja-
maica area’s largest hous-
ing advocates is looking 
to break ground next year 
on a 100 percent affordable 
housing development in 
the heart of downtown Ja-
maica.

Neighbor Housing 
Services of Jamaica has 
partnered with a for-profit 
developer on a proposed 
14-story, 89-unit apartment 
building on Archer Avenue 
between 165th Street and 
Merrick Boulevard.

“We are in need of 
housing,” said NHSJ Pro-
gram Director Patricia 
Kerr. “We are seeing thou-
sands of thousands of rela-
tives who have lost their 
homes who have nowhere 
to live and we are bringing 
to the community afford-
able rental units.”

NHSJ is a nonprofit 
that provides education 
and assistance to low- and 
middle-class home buyers.

In addition to 7,200 
square feet of retail space 
on the ground floor, the 
proposed building would 
have 24 studios as well as 
13 one-bedroom, 47 two-
bedroom and five three-
bedroom apartments, all 
of which will be offered 
through a lottery. Planners 
said 50 percent of the apart-
ments will be prioritized 

for residents already living 
in the area.

Architect Ariel Auf-
gang said almost 60 percent 
of the building will be two- 
and three-bedroom apart-
ments.

“There’s a definite 
commitment to family-
sized units here,” he said. 
“Of the 89 units, 100 percent 
of them will be workforce 

development housing.”
The property is being 

developed in the Special 
Downtown Jamaica Dis-
trict, established in 2007 
to encourage the building 
of affordable housing near 
the transit hub.

Aufgang said he de-
signed the exterior of the 
building to have a contem-
porary feel, and the interi-
or’s amenities will include 
a second-floor laundry 
room, indoor and outdoor 
community spaces, a gym 
and bicycle parking.

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
told Community Board 12 
last week that he arranged 
the marriage between the 
developer and the nonprof-
it.

“I gave a developer the 
opportunity to pair up with 
a local, strong community 
group so they can continue 
to provide quality service 
and have the opportunity 
to start doing development 
in our community to de-
velop housing,” he said. 
“As you always say when I 
come here, you got people 
that ain’t here developing 
properties.”

The board voted to ap-
prove three variances for 
the project. Due to the ir-
regular shape of the block, 
NHSJ requested variances 
on the requirements for set-
backs and floor area ratio.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The city Department 
of Education is hoping to 
take advantage of an oppor-
tunity to place a new pri-
mary school in St. Albans, 
but District 29 community 
members say what they 
really need is a new high 
school.

Christopher Cpersh-
eff,  a site manager with 
the city School Construc-
tion Authority, stopped by 
Community Board 12 last 
week to discuss the site for 
the proposed school, at 199-
02 112th Ave., which would 
open in September 2015.

The building, owned by 
the Police Athletic League, 
was constructed in 1959 as 
the St. Pascal Baylon High 
School, and Cpersheff said 
that with minimal renova-
tions, it could be converted 
into a 379-seat primary 
school, soaking up about 
half of the seats the DOE 
projected the district will 
need through 2014.

“It’s pretty rare ... to 

find a building that we can 
actually use like this and 
not have to completely gut 
it,” he said.

Community members, 
though, said the site would 
be better used as a high 
school.

Donna Clayton is the 
PTA president for the Path-
ways College Prep School 
in Holliswood, about six 
blocks away, which shares 
a building with IS 92. 
She said because the two 
schools are forced to use 
the same facilities, the high 
school students do not have 
a library and have to eat 
lunch at 9 a.m.

“Being in the space we 
are in now limits our poten-
tial,” she said. “We are not 
able to retain or attract the 
area’s best students, which 
is overcrowding other dis-
tricts.”

Alicia Hyndman, pres-
ident of Community Educa-
tion Council 29, said there 
are three schools in Jamai-
ca — PS 95, IS 238 and PS/IS 
268, all within a few blocks. The proposed 14-story building is at 165-10 Archer Ave. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Housing project proposed
Jamaica group looks to build affordable downtown apartments

Offi cials choose site 
for St. Albans school

After speaking with Community Board 12 about a plan to put a 
new school in St. Albans, Christopher Cpersheff helps Chairwoman 
Jacqueline Boyce with the microphone. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Almost 60 
percent of the 
building will 
be two- and 

three-bedroom 
apartments.



7
 Q

UEENS W
EEKLY, A

PR. 29, 2012    •  TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

We Know Queens >more® Than Anyone Else.
That’s Because We Were the First Savings Bank Established Here. 

Then:
Established April 14, 1859 in the village of Flushing,  

Queens County Savings Bank – later becoming New York 

Community Bank – was the first savings bank chartered 

by the State of New York in the New York City borough of 

Queens. Prior to its establishment, residents of Queens had 

no choice but to travel to Manhattan for their banking; the 

new bank was a welcome addition to the borough, and its 

opening greeted with both excitement and relief. 

Now: 
Today, Queens County Savings Bank – a division of  

New York Community Bank – continues to serve our  

Queens communities with 34 branch locations. As it has  

for 153 years the first savings bank in Queens takes pride  

in providing its customers with innovative product offerings, 

attention to detail and an unsurpassed level of customer  

service. As a member of the NYCB Family of Banks the  

communities served have grown; New York Community 

Bank operates throughout the New York Metropolitan Area, 

New Jersey, Ohio, Florida and Arizona.

877-786-6560      www.myNYCB.com

© 2012 New York Community Bank — Member FDIC

A true community bank with a demonstrated commitment to a tradition of strength, 
stability and service to our customers and neighbors since 1859. 
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www.NorthShoreVein.com

Fall in love with your legs and 
fall in love with life!

Your active lifestyle depends on the health of your legs. Varicose
Veins can slow you down, while Spider Veins can keep you in 
hiding. Don’t trust your Vein Treatment to just any doctor!

1 Hollow Lane | Suite 210 | Lake Success, NY 11042

Mark Schwartz, MD, FACS, RPVI
Triple Board Certified in General/Vascular Surgery & Phlebology (vein surgery)

© 2007 CoolTouch Inc. CoolTouch CTEV is a trademark of CoolTouch Inc. All rights reserved.

Free Vein Screening Event! 
Tues., May 22nd: 5-7pm

516-869-VEIN (8346)
Appointment Required!

� Insurance accepted 
for most procedures

� State-of-the-art
CoolTouch CTEV®

laser treatments for
varicose veins

� Innovative VeinGogh®

laser treatments for
spider veins

� Minimal downtime
� In-office procedures

GOLD 
STANDARD 

of 
VEIN CARE

Flushing Earth Day festival fuses art with environment
Recycled materials adapted as musical instruments that play tunes at green-themed cultural event

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Artists are natural re-
cyclers, whether they are 
reappropriating materials 
or ideas, and on Sunday a 
few gathered at Flushing 
Town Hall’s Earth Day Fes-
tival for Families to show 
how culture and environ-
mentalism converse with 
one another.

“It’s a natural fit,” 
said Gabrielle Hamilton, 
director of education and 
public programs at Flush-
ing Town Hall, at 137-35 
Northern Blvd. “Artists are 
always extremely creative. 
They’re looking for new 
materials, and because of 
limited funding they do of-
ten turn to recycled materi-
als.”

“For the artists here, 
this is not a one offer,” she 
added. “This is how they 
approach and engage their 
work every day.”

One of those artists 
was Hector Morales, who 
uses found objects — a 
water cooler jug, pots and 
pans, plastic bottles filled 
with rice — to create music, 
the rhythms themselves 
recycled through past cul-
tures.

“I think this is how 
music started — using the 
sounds of the body, rocks, 
branches ... anything hu-
mans have around them,” 
he said as he stomped his 
feet, tapping out an infec-
tious beat on two pans he 
held in his hand. “We con-
tinue to do it today. We re-
use as many things as pos-
sible. My wife was throwing 
these away.”

A few young visitors 
stared mesmerized as Mo-
rales, a Peruvian native, 
tapped on the side of an 
empty coffee can, then slid 
a stick up and down its 
ridges. Morales said the 

rhythms he incorporated 
originated hundreds of 
years ago in West Africa 
and migrated through the 
Middle East to Peru.

He handed a shaker he 

had made to a young boy, 
who delighted at being part 
of the musical composition.

“It connects with their 
everyday life,” explained 
Morales, a teaching artist 

active in Queens schools. 
“They probably thought it 
was only a coffee can, but 
once they get a stick and hit 
it, they discover a universe 
of sounds.”

On the town hall’s sec-
ond floor, Calpulli Mexican 
dancers put on a tradi-
tional performance from 
the Michoacán region, the 
destination and breeding 
ground of monarch butter-
flies migrating south each 
year from Canada.

“The premise of Earth 
Day is to call a focus to 
the environment, and the 
health of butterflies and 
bees is crucial to the plan-
et, said Ellen Kodadek, the 
hall’s executive and artistic 
director.

Keeping with the mon-
arch theme, artist Gregory 
VandeHey brought two 
large, foam-board butter-
flies for participants to 
adorn with beads, jewelry 

and other reused materi-
als. He said the materi-
als came from Materials 
for the Arts, a program 
through the city’s Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs, 
which collects donations 
from businesses and makes 
them available to artists.

“It’s a lot more accept-
able now to do creative 
work with reused materi-
als. It’s become legitimate,” 
he said.

Angela Russo brought 
her three young children to 
teach them environmental 
values.

“I want them to learn 
about caring for the Earth 
and recycling,” she said. 
“It’s about being a part of 
keeping the Earth green 
and clean.”

Overhearing his moth-
er, 8-year-old Emanuel 
turned to clarify her point.

“It’s blue and green,” 
he said.

Teaching artist Hector Morales makes music with recycled materi-
als. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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BY REBECCA HENELY

Business owners on 
37th Road and their allies 
have continued to lobby 
government officials to get 
rid of the pedestrian plaza 
on the road between 73rd 
and 74th streets, but others 
in the community insist the 
plaza brings needed open 
space to Jackson Heights.

At a town hall meet-
ing held by U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and City Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm 
(D-Jackson Heights) April 
11, opponents once again 
made the case that the 
plaza, installed by the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion in October, should be 
removed.

Merchants have com-
plained of large losses in 
revenue since the plaza was 
built late last year, claim-
ing much of their customer 
base came from Q47 and 
Q49 bus riders who would 
see their storefronts while 
driving down the now-
closed off section of the 
road.

The Q47 and Q49 bus 
lines now travel down 75th 
Street from 35th Avenue in-
stead of 73rd Street to 37th 
Road.

The 37th Road mer-
chants and their support-
ers, now calling themselves 
the Jackson Heights Neigh-
borhood Alliance, said 
in a statement criticizing 
Dromm that the plaza was 
created without consulting 
the community.

“No formal public 
hearing has been called, 
no meeting with the opposi-
tion to the plaza scheduled 
and now we see clearly that 
the proponents of the plaza 
have persistently ignored 
verifiable community argu-
ments and concerns against 
the plaza,” the neighbor-
hood alliance said.

This characterization 
was disputed by the open 

space advocacy group, the 
Jackson Heights Green Al-
liance, which pointed out 
that the plaza was estab-
lished as the result of the 
years-long Jackson Heights 
Transportation Plan, a pub-
lic process that involved 
multiple meetings and pub-
lic workshops.

“The 37th Road Pub-
lic Plaza is the product of 
a sound idea and perhaps 
less-than-perfect execution, 
whose success is neverthe-
less already visible and will 
become even more obvious 
with time,” the green alli-
ance said in a statement.

At the town hall, 
Dromm also defended the 
plaza, saying that despite 
the claims and pictures of 
the empty plaza taken by 
detractors, the plaza’s po-
tential still needs to be un-
locked.

“The two top concerns 
I heard repeatedly during 
my [2009] campaign were 
that traffic congestion in 
the lower 70s section of 
Jackson Heights was mak-
ing life unbearable for 
residents and that the com-
munity has a need and de-
sire for more open space,” 
Dromm said in a statement. 
“The public plaza on 37th 
Road presents an oppor-
tunity to address both of 
these concerns.”

Crowley took heat at 

the town hall from the Oc-
cupy Wall Street Trade Jus-
tice Working Group. The 
group, which protested U.S. 
Rep. Bob Turner (R-Middle 
Village) at his November 
inauguration, criticized 
the congressman for his 
votes in favor of free trade 
with Colombia, South Ko-
rea and Panama. Members 
said the votes would out-
source American jobs, lead 
to the destruction of en-
dangered ecosystems and 
support countries that had 
committed human rights 
violations. 

“Congressman Crow-
ley has consistently voted 
on the wrong side of U.S. 
trade issues,” said Adam 
Weissman, a member of the 
group who was thrown out 
of Turner’s inauguration.

Crowley said in a state-
ment that he votes for free 
trade agreements based on 
their merits and that the 
three agreements would 
create American jobs and 
benefit the city and state.

“I want us to be sell-
ing more goods around 
the world that are made in 
America, not less,” Crowley 
said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

City Councilman Daniel Dromm (l.) and U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
respond to questions on a pedestrian plaza in Jackson Heights 
and Crowley’s free trade votes. Photo courtesy Daniel Dromm

Biz owners still debate
new plaza in Jax Hts.

Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Have your people been 
to that terrific new Queens Animal Health yet?

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s first 

veterinary visit

Expires: May 31, 2012

Grand Opening

Special
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

BY RICH BOCKMANN AND 
STEVE MOSCO

  
Grief caused by the loss 

of a loved one never goes 
away no matter what sen-
tence the culprit receives, 
according to the family of a 
Maspeth bar owner.

Peter Rodriguez, the 
man accused of killing be-
loved Maspeth bar owner 
George Gibbons Jr. in a hit-
and-run in October, plead-
ed guilty to criminally neg-
ligent homicide and leaving 
the scene of an accident Fri-
day, Queens District Attor-
ney Richard Brown said.

Justice Chin Brandt 
indicated she would sen-
tence Rodriguez, 37, to 3 
1/2 to seven years in prison 
May 7, according to Brown.

Gibbons’ brother Bren-
dan said he does not believe 
three to seven years is 
enough time for Rodriguez 
to serve after his negligent 
actions led directly to his 

brother’s death, but he has 
come to terms with the dis-
trict attorney’s decision.

“From what I under-
stand, the district attor-
ney’s office, which has 
been excellent through this 
entire ordeal, said that this 
is the maximum amount of 
time allowed under the law 
due to the fact that it can’t 
be proven that [Rodriguez] 
was intoxicated because he 
fled the scene,” Brendan 
Gibbons said. “I’m just glad 
he’s not on the streets any-
more and he can’t harm an-
other family in the future 
like he did mine.”

Gibbons Jr. was riding 
home in the back of a livery 
cab in the early morning 
of Oct. 15 when Rodriguez, 
driving the wrong way on 
the Long Island Express-
way service road, struck 
Gibbons’ Town Car, throw-
ing him forward into the 
dashboard, the DA said.

Rodriguez fled the 

scene and Gibbons was tak-
en to Elmhurst Hospital, 
where he was pronounced 
dead on arrival, the DA 
said.

Brown’s office said Ro-

driguez was speeding. The 
driver of the livery car was 
hospitalized with severe 
head, neck and back inju-
ries, while Rodriguez’s pas-
senger, who Brown said ini-

tially fled, returned to the 
site of the wreck and was 
also hospitalized for head 
injuries.

Rodriguez was arrest-
ed Nov. 15 in Connecticut 
by the Regional Fugitive 
Task Force, according to 
the NYPD.

Brown said the sen-
tence was the maximum al-
lowed under the law.

“Hopefully, this guilty 
plea will serve as a measure 
of justice for a senseless 

death,” said Brown. “No 
amount of words can undo 
the damage or pain that 
this defendant has caused.”

Brendan Gibbons said 
the family plans to continue 
to follow Rodriguez and be 
there whenever he comes 
up for parole. When that 
time comes, Gibbons said 
his family will be there to 
speak out for George.

“For myself and my 
family, no matter what time 
he does in prison, it’s never 
going to bring back my 
brother. Whether he does 
15 years or 30 years, we’re 
never going to get George 
back,” he said. “We miss 
him every day, but as long 
as we fight for him, he’ll 
never really be lost.”

In keeping his memory 
alive, the family has since 
reopened Gibbons’s Home 
and the bar is now being 
run by George’s five sib-
lings.

Peter Rodriguez, 37, faces 3 1/2 to seven years in prison in the 
death of George Gibbons Jr. He will be sentenced May 7. 

Photo Courtesy NYPD

Gibbons’ killer pleads guilty in hit-and-run 
Hopefully, this 

guilty plea 
will serve as 
a measure of 
justice for a 

senseless death.
Richard Brown

Queens District Attorney
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
A South Jamaica teen-

ager was shot and killed 
Monday morning when he 
got caught in the middle of 
an argument, a nearby bo-
dega employee said..

Police said they re-
sponded to a 911 call just 
after 7 a.m. on Ferndale 
Avenue, where they found 
18-year-old Raborn Ches-
son with gunshot wounds 
to his torso and left leg. 
Chesson was transported 
to Jamaica Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead on 
arrival, police said.

The NYPD described 
the teenager’s suspected 
shooter as a black male, 
about 19 years old, stand-

ing 5-foot-6, weighing 110 
pounds and wearing black 
jeans and a white hooded 
sweatshirt with white 
drawstrings.

Chesson had a lengthy 
rap sheet, with 13 arrests in 
the past three years, includ-
ing marijuana possession, 
misdemeanor assault and 
menacing, police said.

Arkan Hassan works 
at the bodega around the 
corner from where Chesson 
was shot and said the young 
man came in and bought an 
aspirin, and when he left he 
walked into an argument 
between a man and a wom-
an around the corner.

Hassan said soon after 
he heard about three shots 
go off.

Chesson’s girlfriend 
of three years, Nay Allen, 
said she was told he was 
able to make it the 100 feet 
or so from where he was 
shot to his front door before 
collapsing. She said he had 
gotten into an argument 
with a pimp after asking 
his prostitute if she was 
OK.

Friends gathered out-
side Chesson’s home Mon-
day afternoon and a small 
candle memorial where he 
was shot to mourn the loss 
of the young man who was 
known as “Little D.”

“He was just a great 
guy. He was a joker. He 
could always make you 
laugh,” one woman said.

A friend holds a photo of Raborn Chesson and his girlfiriend, Nay Allen. Photo by Christina Santucci

S. Jamaica teen slain 
after leaving bodega

DART AWNINGS
MANUFACTURERS & INSTALLERS OF FABRIC, ALUMINUM,

CLEAR & SMOKED AWNINGS

LIC./INS.NYC LIC#0919132  NASS.#H08006440000  SUFF.#44655-H

$300
OFF

THE PURCHASE
& INSTALLATION

ANY RETRACTABLE
AWNING

Fully Enclosed
Retractable
Awning System
That Protect
The Fabric When
Retracted

Deal directly with the manufacturer and SAVE!
Baked Enamal Finish Beautifies and Protects

UP TO 42”X36”
INSTALLED

UP TO 72”X48”
INSTALLED

UP TO 20’x10’
INSTALLED

$319 $419 $2295

SKYLIGHTS
AVAILABLE

FREE SHOP AT HOME
Includes Design & Layout

PATIO
COVERS

RETRACTABLE  AWNINGS

ALUMINUM AWNINGS

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771
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Gottlieb ends Congress bid
Two other contenders leave race as stronger foes rack up support

BY JOE ANUTA

After a secret from his 
past surfaced, Jeff Gottlieb 
dropped out of the race for a 
Queens congressional seat 
last Thursday, and the man 
who replaced him bowed 
out a day later.

Gottlieb, a 70-year-
old city Board of Elec-
tions employee, went into 
panic mode after revela-
tions emerged that he was 
charged with arson in the 
1970s, according to a source 
close to the campaign.

The longtime fixture 
in the Queens Democratic 
Party, who worked for sev-
eral lawmakers, told those 
in his petition-gathering 
staff that Queens politi-
cians had threatened to re-
veal his secret in the past. 
Nevertheless, Gottlieb was 
shocked it came out and 
days later announced he 
would bow out, the source 
said.

Stephen Green, a 
Rosedale lawyer, was set 
to take Gottlieb’s place, but 
Green declined to run a day 
later.

In addition, a woman 
who answered the phone 

at a residence listed as T. 
Mittman said  Dr. Robert 
Mittman, a Bayside aller-
gist, decided not to run 
after he was overwhelmed 
with calls to his office. His 
decision was confirmed by 

a receptionist there.
But according to the 

Board of Elections, the 
deadline to decline was Fri-
day, meaning Mittman can-
not get off the ballot unless 
his signatures are thrown 

out or he does so through 
the courts, the board said.

Some of the other eight 
remaining candidates who 
gathered enough signa-
tures to qualify for the bal-
lot were having them scru-
tinized this week in what 
is known as the objection 
process. 

The objections are os-
tensibly filed by citizens 
in the district. A Flushing 
man named Jeffrey Wang 
filed the most general ob-
jections, challenging the 
signatures of every can-
didate in the race except 
for state Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing).

A Rego Park woman, 
Sheryl Fetik, challenged 
the signatures of all the 
Democratic candidates, 
who along with Meng in-
clude City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village), Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows), television pro-
ducer Juan Sheng and 
Mittman. When reached by 
phone, Fetik said she was 
not affiliated with a par-
ticular candidate.

City Council members Elizabeth Crowley (clockwise from top 
l.) and Dan Halloran, along with state Assembly members Rory 
Lancman and Grace Meng, have been racking up endorsements 
over the past week.

Queens Sikh group helps feed parade-goers
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
Cooking for 50,000 peo-

ple takes time — and a lot of 
volunteers.

The city’s Sikh commu-
nity banded together Fri-
day to prepare free meals 
to feed the throngs of revel-
ers at the 25th annual Sikh 
Day Parade. In the 24 hours 
preceding the parade, vol-
unteers started cooking at 
4 a.m. at the Sikh Cultural 
Society of Richmond Hill, 
one of many sites where 
dishes were being made.

“This same thing is 
happening in many other 
Sikh communities in the 
city,” said Lakhwinder 
Singh, manager at the Sikh 

Cultural Society. “We come 
together to show the city 
who we are because we 
feel there is a lot of confu-
sion. We are not Muslim or 
Hindu — we are Sikh and 
we want to introduce our-
selves.”

Volunteers worked 
at different stations at the 
center, at 95-30 118th St., 
 preparing nan breads, rice, 
curries and many other 
dishes for the parade Satur-
day at Manhattan’s Madi-
son Square Park.

Groups of Sikh women 
rolled the nan, then head-
ed off to the grill station, 
where the breads were fin-
ished over heat. Large vats 
of curried vegetables stood 
simmering in a row as an-

other set of volunteers took 
turns stirring the aromatic 
delicacies. Even bigger 

pots of rice cooked in the 
corner, as the refrigera-
tor door constantly swung 
open with more ingredients 
hauled out.

Jukulwinder Singh, a 
volunteer from Richmond 
Hill, started cooking early 
and continued on a rotating 
basis with other volunteers 
who trickled in throughout 
the day.

“I love to cook, I’ve 
never cooked for 50,000 or 
60,000 people. It’s a little 
bit of a different experience 
for me,” said Singh, as he 
chopped bushels of leafy 
greens. “I’m here to have 
fun and to show who Sikhs 
are. And I will try not to cut 
myself.”

Wildlife incidents at John F. Kennedy International Airport are on 
the rise, prompting an investigation by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. AP Photo/Mark Lennihan

JFK Airport wildlife 
disrupts fl ights: FAA

BY STEVE MOSCO
  
Wildlife strikes are on 

the rise at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport, ac-
cording to data released by 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration.

The FAA’s data found 
that planes at Kennedy 
came into contact with 
birds, rabbits and other 
wildlife 257 times in 2011, 
a 17 percent increase from 
2010 and a 55 percent jump 
from 2009.

The latest incident at 
the airport occurred last 
Thursday, when a Delta 
Boeing 757 jet destined for 
Los Angeles had to make 
an emergency landing after 
a bird strike on the right 
engine just after takeoff.

After Flight 1063 en-
countered the birds, the 
captain decided to returned 
to Kennedy as a precaution, 
according to a representa-
tive for Delta. The twin-
engine plane carried 179 
passengers and crew.

The Gateway National 
Recreation Area, which 
manages wildlife refuges 
in the area, said the  U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
is currently working on an 
analysis and impact state-
ment concerning wildlife 
and how to protect passen-
ger planes.

The study will go be-
yond the airports and study 
the population of Canada 
geese and other birds in Ja-
maica Bay.

“We have been work-
ing for many years with 

the Port Authority and the 
FAA to ensure the safety 
of the flying public,” said 
Reina T. Becnel, public af-
fairs officer for Gateway. 
“We expect the report from 
the Department of Agricul-
ture shortly. Meanwhile, 
the analysis is ongoing and 
we will continue to work 
with federal and local agen-
cies to ensure the public 
flies at ease.”

There have been 2,586 
bird strikes at JFK since 
Jan. 1, 1990, according to 
FAA data, although all 
were not necessarily dan-
gerous or during flights.

Such incidents are not 
exclusive to JFK, according 
to Ken Paskar, president of 
Friends of LaGuardia Air-
port.

“This bird strike is not 
an isolated incident,” he 
said. “In September, Delta 
Airlines Flight 1380 de-
parted LaGuardia and was 
forced to make an emergen-
cy landing at JFK after los-
ing an engine due to a bird 
strike.”

Paskar said the bird 
strikes will become more 
frequent if a planned gar-
bage transfer station in 
College Point is installed at 
the end of a runway at La-
Guardia.

“Birds are intelligent 
creatures and will exploit 
a new food source,” he said 
“This garbage station will 
become a bird magnet and 
endanger thousands of pas-
sengers and people on the 
ground every day.”

Volunteer Jukulwinder Singh 
chops vegetables to feed thou-
sands ahead of the 25th an-
nual Sikh Day Parade. 

Photo by Steve Mosco
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BY JOE ANUTA

The Mormon church has 
altered its proposal for a chapel 
on 33rd Avenue in Flushing, but 
that did not stop opponents from 
chartering a bus Tuesday from 
the neighborhood to testify at a 
Manhattan hearing.

At around noon, members of 
civic organizations from around 
Flushing and state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) hopped on a 
bus from Bowne Park that was 
bound for the city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals.

The board was holding a pub-
lic hearing on a chapel that The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints wants to build at 145-13 
33rd Ave., which exceeds several 
zoning regulations.

In a revised proposal sent 
to the BSA, the church said it 
slightly downsized the chapel to 
eliminate one of the variances it 
was originally seeking, but em-
phasized that every square inch 
of the proposed church is essen-

tial for worship.
“There is nothing superflu-

ous about the chapel,” the church 
said, referring not only to the 
main chapel and multipurpose 
room, but also to a series of Bible 
study rooms it uses each Sunday.

But opponents testified at the 
hearing that the church does not 
need the space, but merely wants 
it, which means the church would 
not be eligible for a variance. Civ-
ic leaders also said the church is 
still exceeding the maximum al-

lowable floor area by about 75 per-
cent, and that if the BSA grants 
the variances then it would set 
a precedent for other projects to 
violate the 2009 North Flushing 
Rezoning that sought to restrict 
the area to mostly single-family 

detached homes.
The proposal has already 

been rejected by Community 
Board 7 and Borough President 
Helen Marshall, who said the 
church could build on land it al-
ready owns on Sanford Avenue 
and that the building would be 
out of character with the neigh-
borhood.

In particular, Marshall said 
the steeple would be one of the 
tallest structures in the area, 
especially since the alterations 
made ahead of the BSA hearing 
pushed its height to 100 feet.

The LDS church acknowl-
edged that the community had 
raised concerns about the stee-
ple and in a proposal to the BSA 
sought to justify its height.

“Because neighbors and 
community leaders have vigor-
ously objected to the steeple, we 
include a brief discussion to high-
light the steeple’s importance 
to the church’s programmatic 
needs,” Richard Hedberg wrote 
in the proposal.

An architectural drawing showing the size of the chapel compared to houses on 33rd Avenue. Image courtesy BSA

Flushing church critics board bus for hearing

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 13th

L’Italiano Trattoria
718-224-2536

www.litalianotrattoriany.com

Italian cuisine cooking classes-gif t certificates available

718 224 2536

Private parties 
are the specialty 

of the house

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 13th 
Call for Reservations.

Open for lunch & dinner: Tuesday through Sunday.
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Offi cials want Astoria plant repowered
Assemblywoman Simotas, who heads group, says facility will spur job growth and help environment 

BY REBECCA HENELY

In an effort to get the 
support of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, a group of Queens 
elected officials and groups 
have banded together to 
form a coalition in sup-
port of NRG Astoria Power 
LLC’s plan to repower one 
of its plants, holding up the 
plan as one that improves 
the environment and cre-
ates jobs.

“We really want to 
show the governor that this 
is the type of project that’s 
in line with his vision,” 
said state Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria), chairwoman of the co-
alition, called Smart Power 
NY.

NRG Energy Inc., lo-
cated in Princeton, N.J., is 
one of several companies 
that operate power generat-
ing plants in the Con Edi-
son Astoria Complex, on 
20th Avenue between Shore 
Boulevard in Astoria.

Since 2006, NRG has 
been taking steps toward 
replacing seven simple-cy-
cle peaking generators and 
24 simple cycle units with 
four combined-cycle units. 
These units run on natural 
gas as opposed to the previ-
ous oil- and natural gas-fu-
eled units, reduce nitric ox-
ide and nitrogen dioxide by 
75 percent annually and 90 
percent during peak days, 
increase the plant’s elec-
tricity generating capacity 
and produce up to 75,000 
watts of solar power.

The repowering is 
expected to last about 30 
months and create 500 con-
struction jobs, the coalition 
said. The reduction in emis-
sions would be the equiva-
lent of taking 185,000 cars 
off the road.

“This is the type of ini-
tiative that [Cuomo] should 
be supporting,” Simotas 
said.

The assemblywoman 
said to get financing for 

the repowering, NRG must 
have a power purchase 
agreement to prove to 
banks that the upgrade is 
needed. She said if the gov-
ernor approves the project, 
that process can progress.

“I hope that the gov-
ernor sees this project as 
positively as the coalition 
does,” she said.

Members of the coali-
tion include elected offi-
cials such as state Sen. Mi-

chael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
and City Councilmen Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) and 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows), but also organi-
zations of many stripes like 
the Coalition Helping Or-

ganize a Kleaner Environ-
ment, the New York League 
of Conservation Voters, the 
Queens Chamber of Com-
merce and the Building 
and Construction Trades 
Council of Greater New 
York. NRG itself is part of 
the coalition.

“We just feel that 
there’s a need to get the 
project moving and a broad 
coalition is one way to sup-
port the governor’s initia-
tive and move the project 
along,” said David Gaier, 
spokesman for NRG.

NRG is not the only 
company at the Con Ed 
complex trying to make its 
plant greener. USPowergen 
has been planning to re-
place its oldest generating 
unit and cap emissions on 
its other units, but the com-
pany has asked the state 
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation for a 
permit to increase the over-
all emissions the plant can 
produced.

A coalition has been formed to repower NRG Energy Inc.’s power-generating plant in Astoria. 
Photo courtesy NRG

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) and 
the union DC 37 Local 1549, 
which represents the city’s 
clerical and administrative 
employees, called upon the 
New York Police Depart-
ment last week to turn over 
500 desk job positions to ci-
vilians.

Vallone, chairman of 
the Council’s Public Safety 
Committee, said putting 
uniformed officers back 
on the street would be the 
most effective way to make 
up for the dwindling police 
force numbers.

“These people joined 
the force to serve and pro-
tect,” Vallone said, “not sort 
and direct phone calls.”

DC 37 said the current 
headcount of the NYPD is 
34,400 citywide, a 20-year 
low for the department. 
The union said it believed 
by turning some of the desk 
jobs held by uniformed of-
ficers over to civilians, it 
could help both the depart-
ment’s budget and staffing 
problems.

The union said the ci-
vilians would cost $10 mil-
lion in civilian salaries, but 
could save the force $16.5 
million annually and could 
reduce overtime spending, 
citing information from the 
city Independent Budget 
Office.

“We have documented 
as many as 3,500 civilian 
positions that are being 
occupied by uniformed of-

ficers,” Rodriguez said.
Vallone said he is not 

advocating for officers who 
are on modified duty or are 
injured, pregnant or have a 
skill set that is needed for a 
specific desk job to return 
to the field. But he said with 
3,000 officers assigned to 
desk jobs, 500 could easily 
be given to civilians.

“It makes sense at ev-
ery level,” Vallone said.

The councilman said 
he has been advocating 
for the “civilianization” of 
desk jobs since he became 
chairman of the committee 
10 years ago. He said while 
Police Commissioner Ray-
mond Kelly has admitted 
that the 500 officers could 
go back out into the field, it 
has not happened.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Bringing recent immigrant children 
to the United States up to the same learn-
ing levels as their American-born counter-
parts has always been a struggle across the 
city, but a new charter school in Elmhurst 
hopes to meet their unique needs.

The Central Queens Academy Charter 
School, at 55-30 Junction Blvd., plans to be-
gin teaching its first fifth-grade class Aug. 
27. More than 70 percent of the 100-strong 
incoming class will be made up of those 
for whom English is not their primary lan-
guage.

“The mission of Central Queens Acad-
emy is really to improve educational out-
comes for recent immigrant youth and 
English language learners,” said Suyin So, 
executive director for the school.

The city Department of Education said 
of the children in the public school system, 
14 percent are learning English and 13 
percent were former learners who have be-

come proficient in English, meaning about 
one in four students enter the city’s public 
school system primarily speaking another 
language.

So said the school was the brainchild 
of a working group of a number of Queens-
based community organizations aimed at 
helping immigrants, mostly from Asian 
countries. They wanted to build the school 
in District 24, which encompasses Ridge-
wood, Maspeth, Middle Village, Glendale, 
Sunnyside, Elmhurst, most of Corona and 
parts of Jackson Heights and Woodside.

Central Queens Academy Charter School in 
Elmhurst caters to new immigrants who need to 
learn English. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Vallone urges pencil-pushing cops 
to patrol neighborhoods instead

New Elmhurst charter 
focuses on ESL students
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QCC Holocaust Center collects survivors’ stories
BY PHIL CORSO

 
It was just another 

day to some of the students 
passing through Queens-
borough Community Col-
lege last Thursday.

But to Dr. Arthur Flug, 
it was the big day in the 
midst of what he called his 
busy season.

Holocaust Remem-
brance Day fell on April 19 
and Flug, executive direc-
tor of the college’s Harriet 
and Kenneth Kupferberg 
Holocaust Resource Cen-
ter and Archives, had his 
hands full with various 
internship programs and 
activities for students.

“Our biggest mission 
is to tell the story and make 
it relevant,” Flug said. “On 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, we have a special op-
portunity to honor and to 
reflect on the indescribable 
suffering, bravery and self-
lessness of those who were 
murdered under the Nazi 
regime and those who be-
came survivors.”

Through the center, 
students of the college are 

paired up with survivors of 
the atrocity with the goal to 
preserve their stories. Ac-
cording to Flug, one of the 
most common worries of 
Holocaust survivors that 
he has spoken to has been 
the preservation of their 
stories. In turn, the col-
lege created a program in 

which 15 interns meet with 
survivors once a week to 
learn and preserve their 
legacies.

“We take their experi-
ences and we make them 
into educational programs 
for the students,” Flug 
said. “The students become 
a spokesman for them. 

They’re the insurance pol-
icy,” Flug said.

The Holocaust Re-
source Center is near the 
entrance of the college 
inside a large, glass cube 
structure. When inside, the 
various interactive exhibits 
come to life as the daytime 
sun shines through the 

glass walls, shedding light 
on the stories of suffering 
that Flug said needed to be 
told.

Vincent Wheeler 
was one student who met 
with Holocaust survivors 
through the program to 
preserve their stories. His 
testimony is displayed 
through a touch screen 
video display inside the 
center’s gallery.

“It was one of those ex-
periences I’ll never forget,” 
Wheeler said. “It’s truly a 
blessing and I kind of value 
my life more because of 
that.”

According to Flug, the 
college is working to assem-
ble a group of survivors’ 
children, known as the 2G, 
or second generation,  Club, 
to tell their parents’ stories 
through their perspectives. 
Not only will these efforts 
provide a different view of 
the Holocaust, but they will 
also help keep their par-
ents’ experiences relevant 
as they grow older, Flug 
said.

The Holocaust Re-
source Center at Queens-

borough is the only center 
of its kind in Queens.

“The Holocaust came 
to an end more than 60 
years ago, yet the chal-
lenges that have emerged 
from this period relating to 
government-sponsored ter-
ror, hatred as a toll on so-
ciety and the responsibility 
of the individual in times 
of moral crisis are not only 
still with us, but challenge 
us on a daily basis,” Flug 
said. “The programs, arti-
facts and individuals who 
make up the Kupferberg 
Holocaust Center are a 
dynamic force in meeting 
these challenges.”

Flug said the center 
does more than preserve 
Holocaust survivor stories. 
According to the executive 
director, lessons learned 
from the Holocaust are also 
applied to discussions on 
hate crimes and other re-
lated stories.

“Our promise to the 
survivors is to give their 
experiences meaning,” 
Flug said. “It’s an obliga-
tion to make sure they will 
not be forgotten.”

Arthur Flug leads the way in the Queensborough Community College Holocaust Resource Center’s ef-
forts to tell the stories of survivors. Photo by Phil Corso

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Hundreds rallied on 

the steps of Borough Hall 
last Thursday as the final 
dismissal bell loomed for 
after-school programs fac-
ing budget cuts.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s 2013 fiscal 
year budget calls for cuts 
to child care programs that 
would leave 47,000 chil-
dren and families in the 
city without after-school 
options, according to Cam-
paign for Children, a chil-
dren’s advocacy organiza-
tion.

The rally drew elected 
officials, parents, program 
volunteers and children — 
all gathered to tell the may-
or that while the cuts might 
save some money, it will ul-
timately be devastating to 
the children of Queens.

“These closures mean 

that thousands of young 
people will be left without 
the educational, enriching 
after-school environments 
that help them to succeed 
in school,” said Campaign 
for Children representative 
Emma Woods. “Thousands 
of parents will be forced to 
scramble to find safe places 
for their children while 
they’re at work.”

Borough President Hel-
en Marshall said the hours 
after school can be the most 
dangerous for school-age 
children and programs like 
the ones proposed to be cut 
keep children away from 
temptations such as drugs, 
alcohol and teen pregnan-
cy.

“We are taking this 
message to the mayor and 
to the governor. Do not shut 
down these programs,” she 
said at the  rally. “We’re go-
ing to win this and keep 

these programs open and 
available to the working 
families in Queens.”

One of the largest pro-
grams affected by the cuts 
would be the city’s Beacon 
programs, with the Queens 
facilities in danger of clo-
sure being Queens Com-

munity House at JHS 190 in 
Forest Hills, at 108-25 62nd 
Drive,) and the Samuel 
Field Y at MS 158 in Bay-
side, at 46-35 Oceania St.  
These Beacon programs 
operate after school, on 
weekends, on school holi-
days and throughout the 

summer.
“I don’t think 

Bloomberg understands 
the impact these cuts would 
have,” said Jessi Koenigs-
berg, an art teacher at MS 
158 in Bayside, who works 
in the homework room of 
the school’s Beacon pro-
gram. “Working parents 
rely on these programs. 
Where would children 
go? They would be on the 
streets and that is where 
they get into trouble.”

One of those youths 
who stayed off the streets 
thanks to his neighborhood 
Beacon program is Jona-
than Uni, 16, a counselor  in 
training at the Beacon pro-
gram in Forest Hills.

“These programs give 
kids a place to play sports 
that’s not the streets,” said 
Uni, whose younger broth-
er Michael attends a Bea-
con program. “The mayor 

says he cares about what 
children are doing after 
the school bell rings, that 
they shouldn’t be out on the 
streets. But where does he 
think they are going to go if 
the programs are cut?”

Parents feel especially 
slighted by the possible 
cuts to these programs, 
which many of them use be-
cause they need to work to 
support their families.

Jennifer Swenson, a 
single mother from Bay-
side, said there is no backup 
plan if she loses Beacon.

“I don’t have family 
in the area that can watch 
my sons,” said Swenson, 
whose two young boys, Ni-
colas and Malachay, attend 
a Beacon program. “I don’t 
have the resources to send 
them to expensive daycare 
and I’m not going to make 
them sit home alone, that’s 
for sure.”

Kevin Uni, 6, holds up a sign in support of the Beacon program in 
Rego Park. Photo by Nykeema Williams

Boro Hall rally blasts mayor’s plan to close Beacons
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The city last weekend 
vacated an illegal South 
Jamaica boarding house, 
which is the target of a law-
suit, after a suspicious fire 
broke out in the cellar.

On Saturday evening, 
the FDNY put out a small 
fire in the basement of the 
three-quarter house, at 144-
01 Lakewood Ave., which 
just two weeks ago was the 
subject of a TimesLedger 
Newspapers article about a 
class-action lawsuit against 
the building’s landlord, 
Yury Baumblit.

The lawsuit claims 
Baumblit operates his 
three-quarter houses as 
unlicensed rehabilitative 
and transitional housing 
programs that treat ten-
ants as clients, violating 
their tenants’ rights.

There were about a 
dozen women living in 
bunk beds from the cellar 
up through the attic of the 

two-story house, according 
to tenants.

One of those tenants, 
Valerie Williamson, said 
Baumblit had illegally 
evicted her from the bunk 
she slept in on the build-
ing’s second floor more 
than two weeks ago for her 
participation in the lawsuit, 
and she claimed a victory 
when Baumblit admitted 
in Queens Housing Court 
he had illegally evicted her 
and agreed to let her return.  
The class-action lawsuit is 
still pending in Brooklyn 
Supreme Court.

On the night of the fire, 
there were about a dozen or 
so women in the South Ja-
maica building, all of whom 
escaped without injury, the 
Fire Department said.

Reetha Allen, who said 
she had been staying at the 
two-story house for the past 
five months, said someone 
set a mattress in the cellar 
on fire.

FDNY Deputy Chief 

Jim DiDomenico said the 
fire “appears to be suspi-
cious” and fire marshals 
would investigate its cause.

Following the fire, the 
city Department of Build-
ings issued a full vacate or-
der on the building, citing 
structural instability due 

to fire damage in the cellar 
and first floor. The inspec-
tor also cited the building 
for illegal occupancy.

The DOB received a 
complaint in October that 
the bunk beds in the living 
area were blocking an exit 
on the second floor and that 

there was no second means 
of egress available in case 
of a fire. The department 
did not inspect the build-
ing, however, because one- 
and two-family houses do 
not require a second means 
of egress.

A complaint was also 
filed with DOB over illegal 
living spaces and subdivid-
ed rooms at the house, but 
the DOB inspector was de-
nied access to the building 
on two separate occasions.

Steven Banks, the 
attorney-in-chief of the Le-
gal Aid Society, said pro-
prietors of three-quarter 
houses can make a hand-
some profit by packing as 
many tenants as possible 
into a building. He said the 
businesses have prolifer-
ated in the face of funding 
cuts to legitimate support-
ive housing programs and 
an overstressed city shelter 
system.

“Having said that, 
there’s no reason in the 

world the city should be tol-
erating these illegal dwell-
ings,” he said. “It’s not sur-
prising to hear about a fire 
at one of these places. It’s 
one of our biggest fears.”

 The protocol for when 
the DOB vacates a building 
is the department notifies 
the Red Cross, whose volun-
teers assist tenants to find 
temporary housing with 
the help of the city Depart-
ment of Housing Preserva-
tion and Development.

In this case, however, 
the Red Cross said it was 
not notified by DOB.

On Monday evening, 
former tenant Williamson 
said she had finally gotten 
in contact with HPD and 
was making plans to stay at 
a hotel.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

A charred door frame is left outside the three-quarter house after 
the FDNY put out a fire in the cellar. Photo by Rich Bockmann

City shuts S. Jamaica boarding house after fi re
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Forest Hills Little League opens for yet another season
Hundreds register to play baseball and softball for organization founded more than 50 years ago

BY RICH BOCKMANN

For more than half a 
century, parents and their 
little sluggers have anx-
iously awaited the begin-
ning of the Forest Hills Lit-
tle League season, and on 
Saturday the ceremonial 
Opening Day did not disap-
point them.

“I was so excited to 
play my first game today I 
could smell the dirt!” said 
Clayton Frank, who plays 
shortstop on the team spon-
sored by Madeleine Realty 
with his best friend, 7-year-
old Gabe McNeela.

Frank was just one 
of the approximately 700 
young baseball and softball 
players to register this sea-
son with the league, which 
owns five fields between 
Alderton Street and Thorn-
ton Place. Owning their 
own fields and maintain-
ing them in such pristine 

condition is a great source 
of pride for the league’s 
community.

Abe Miller, 90, played 
a pivotal role more than 
50 years ago in acquir-
ing a permanent home for 
the league. Back then, the 
league was nomadic, trav-
eling all over the borough 
to find available fields.

“We played wherever 
we could,” Miller said. 
“At LeFrak City and Park 
Place. The rest we played in 
Flushing Meadows Park.”

The city owned the cur-
rent field, which was lush 
and verdant for the day’s 
ceremony, and when it was 
looking to sell the property 
to a developer, the Little 
League was told if it could 
come up with the money, 
the field was theirs.

Miller went around 
to families and elected of-
ficials, but still came up 
short, so he decided to take 

a shot in the big leagues.
“We got a loan from 

the Mets,” he said. “It was 
Joan Payson, the owner, 
and she later forgave the 
loan for $1.”

Miller stood at center 
field with City Council-
women Karen Koslowitz 

(D-Forest Hills) and Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village), state Assembly 
members Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and Andrew 
Hevesi (D-Forest Hills) and 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone) to thank 
them for making Opening 

Day possible.
Teams of young play-

ers lined up in the outfield 
on a sunny, warm day that 
seemed made for baseball, 
and the Forest Hills Ameri-
can Legion prepared to 
present the country’s flag.

Cathy Strez said the 

Opening Day ceremony was 
one of her favorite times of 
the year.

“They make a pageant 
of it,” she said. “It really en-
riches the community for 
the kids.”

Hevesi called the 
league the “bedrock of a 
great community” and 
urged the eager athletes 
to “have a great season, 
play hard, play fair and be 
safe.”

He then took to the 
mound to throw out the 
ceremonial first pitch, but 
upon examining the dis-
tance to home plate, the as-
semblyman decided to move 
up a few feet , where he was 
joined by Koslowitz and 
Coach Louie Goldstein.]

All three wound up, 
and their throws sailed 
with high arcs to their des-
tinations.

City Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz (l.-r.), state Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi and Coach Louie 
Goldstein throw out ceremonial pitches to kick off the Forest Hills Little League’s season. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

BY PHIL CORSO

Residents of Queens 
don’t need to look far for a 
close view of the changing 
climate. Warming tempera-
tures have left educators 
and supervisors at Little 
Neck’s Alley Pond Envi-
ronmental Center with no 
choice but to adapt.

“We’re living the 
consequences of climate 
change. There is proof the 
temperatures have been 
inching up,” said Dr. Aline 
Euler, education director 
at APEC. “The intensity 
of certain storms seems to 
be rising and I don’t think 
people are ready for it.”

After the National 
Oceanic Atmospheric Ad-
ministration named last 
month the warmest March 
on record in both the state 
and country, Euler said 
educational programs 
at APEC have taken the 
wacky weather into ac-
count. A global warming 

program has been created 
and is available for teach-
ers at the center to include 
in their sessions.

“We have to help people 
understand and take mea-
sures to lessen their carbon 
footprint,” Euler said. “Ev-
erybody has to help.”

Through the middle of 
April, long patches of heavy 
sun and little rain led to an 
increase in brushfires in 
nearby Long Island and 
New Jersey communities, 
destroying homes and in-
juring emergency respond-
ers. Educators at APEC rec-
ognized the greater risks of 
brushfires, Euler said, so 
much so that teachers start-
ed taking walkie-talkies 
out on nature walks with 
students as a precaution.

“We have to adapt how 
we operate with the chang-
ing weather,” Euler said.

Educator Dyan 
Freiberg said she has no-
ticed differences in stu-
dents’ behaviors while out-

side with her classes. Most 
notably, she said, pollen has 
become a more prevalent 
aspect of her daily routine.

“The kids’ allergies 
have been acting up more. 
I’ve never taken note of it 
like that before,” Freiberg 
said. “It somewhat scares 
me.”

The city’s 2011-12 win-
ter was the second mildest 
in history, according to 
the NOAA, and educators 
at APEC said they noticed 
changes in the nature pat-
terns they work in. Ac-
cording to Euler, patches of 
drought led to the shrink-
ing of APEC ponds, dry 

soil making it difficult to 
plant new trees and differ-
ent behavioral patterns in 
animals.

“The weather has 
made it hard for our ani-
mals,” Euler said. “The 
birds are returning earlier 
from migration, the plants 
are coming out earlier and 

it’s putting stress on our 
ecosystem.”

Freiberg said she tries 
to include environmentally 
friendly behaviors in her 
teaching plans despite feel-
ing that much of the dam-
age has already been done.

“I teach about climate 
change and what we can do 
to help slow the process,” 
Freiberg said. “I try to pro-
vide the students with in-
formation and just hope we 
teach a better lifestyle.”

But according to Eu-
ler, teaching APEC’s stu-
dents about climate change 
is only a small step in the 
overall effort needed to 
lessen its effects.

“We have a chance to 
mention this to our kids, 
but it takes a lot of people 
to make a difference,” Eu-
ler said. “It unnerves me 
to see these changes in our 
weather patterns and ev-
eryone should try to pass 
on the message.”

Climate change effects in focus at Alley Pond center

Unpredictable weather patterns and stretches without rain leave Alley Pond Environmental Center 
with a potential hazard for brushfires. Photo by Phil Corso
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Glen Oaks starts 

Little League season
Dozens of children marched in the an-
nual Glen Oaks Little League parade. 
(Clockwise from top l.) Richard Beilinson 
(l.) and Cindy Palumbo (r.) walk with their 
son Jonathon, 6; Dylan Blanco (l.) and 
Alex Juarez hold hands; youngsters pa-
rade along Union Turnpike; and Gabriel 
Sommerville, 9, cheers as he walks. 

Photos by Christina Santucci

Volunteers tidy up Brookville Park for Earth Week
BY RICH BOCKMANN

The Friends of Brookville 
Park employed some dirty tech-
niques Saturday to teach neigh-
borhood youngsters the value 
of being active stewards of their 
open spaces in honor of Earth 
Week.

Children gathered in the 
park to play in a bouncy castle, 
decorate owl-shaped masks and 
adorn some miniature pots into 
which they planted their own rye 
grass seeds.

“They’re learning about 
Earth Week,” said Sharif Ellis, 
of the city Parks Department. 
“They’re having fun while get-
ting their hands dirty and watch-
ing nature grow.”

Volunteers spent their morn-
ing giving the park a face-lift by 
cleaning up refuse and painting 
the benches near Brookville Bou-
levard and 147th Avenue.

State Sen. Shirley Huntley 
(D-Jamaica) stopped by and said 
she thought it was a great way 

to instill environmental- and 
community-minded values in the 
youth.

“I think it’s healthy,” she 
said. “We train young people that 
they have a duty to their commu-
nity. This is where it all starts.”

Kangela Moore, president of 
the Friends of Brookville Park, 
said about 75 volunteers spent the 
morning getting the park ready 
for a season full of events, which 
started in the afternoon with the 
group’s first Spring Festival.

Simone Brown, the par-
ent coordinator at PS 181, on the 
western side of the park, brought 
about five students with her to 
help with the cleanup.

“It’s my gift back to the com-
munity. For me, personally, I 
want my daughter to know how 
important it is to do service in 
your community. It’s a great ex-
ample for her,” she said. “What 
children see you do, they will do 
eventually.”

Marlon Goldson brought his 
three young children to enjoy the 

day’s festivities, though rounding 
them up to gauge their excitement 
was easier said than done.

“As long as the kids are hav-
ing fun, I’m happy,” he said.

Gabriel Rivera, a member of 

the NYPD’s Law Enforcement Ex-
plorers, said he felt a duty to set a 
positive example for his peers.

“I just wanted to help with 
the community and show people 
my age are more involved,” the 

17-year-old said.
The Friends of Brookville 

Park got its start in 2008, when 
community members decided to 
clear out some dead tree branch-
es in an attempt to halt a rash of 
violent incidents going on at the 
time. Moore said holding events 
in the park not only encourages 
people to enjoy their open space, 
but also helps to prevent crime.

“You get people out from the 
community so everyone knows 
who’s who,” she explained.

The friends group plans to 
host It’s My Park! Day May 19, 
and beginning the first week in 
July it will present Arts & Crafts 
Tuesdays every other week un-
til Aug. 14, when the commu-
nity’s artwork will be displayed 
throughout the park.

“It’s going to be like our own 
outdoor art gallery,” she said.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Aryanna Romero Ward is painted to look like a cat at Brookville Park.  
Photo by Christina Santucci
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Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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M rial Hospital on Roosevelt 
Island.

In 2005, Nino, a father 
of two young boys named 
Dasani and Kalani, enlist-
ed with the U.S. Army Na-
tional Guard.

“He was a person of 
deep substance and feel-
ing,” said his mother, who at 
times paused to collect her-
self, but throughout most 
of the sunny afternoon’s 
ceremony she beamed with 
pride for her son — a reflec-
tion, she said, of the feel-
ings he inspired in others. 
“He had a very loving and 
caring spirit. He gravitated 
toward helping those in 
need.”

“Thank God our Ale-
jandro knows full well how 
much he’s loved and missed 
and valued by all his 
friends,” she said. “Words 
can only go so far.”

As Velez  tugged on a 
string and pulled the paper 
cover away from the sign 

bearing her son’s name, the 
young members of the Sun-
nyside Drum Corps paid 
tribute to one of their own.

“My precious son was a 
cymbalist,” Velez said. “As 
you can imagine, listening 
to our great neighborhood 
band today brings back 
many cherished memories 
of my son’s childhood.”

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) said that while he had 
never met Nino himself, 
he was deeply affected by 
Velez’s love for her son.

“This whole day, this 
sign is about your love for 
your son,” he told her. “I 
could not not rename this 
street after him.”

Throughout the cer-
emony, Velez  repeatedly 
referred to her son as “our 
Alejandro,” and the crowd-
ed corner stood as a tes-
tament to just how many 
people loved him.

Cecilia Nino, Ale-
jandro’s aunt, traveled all 
the way from her home in 

Colombia  to see her neph-
ew’s name revealed. She 
read off a long list of names 
of those who were “at home 
waiting for news.”

While Nino was bat-
tling cancer at Elmhurst 
Hospital, he was attended 
to by Denise Carlos, who 
said that in her 23 years as 
a nurse she had never met 
anyone like him.

“Nino touched my 
heart,” she said, before 
reading a poem she had 
written in his honor en-
titled, “Blowing Kisses in 
the Wind.”

Nino’s mother said 
that when she passes by the 
corner and looks up to see 
her son’s name, she will be 
reminded to value the pre-
cious gift of life.

“Pure love is eternal,” 
she said. “He may be out of 
sight, but he’s always right 
here in my heart.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

Street renaming
asked the banks. Every-
one was playing the blame 
game,” he said.

Sanders called atten-
tion to the neighborhood’s 
plight, and soon after its 
savior rode in “not on a 
white horse, but on a yellow 
garbage truck,” he said.

Purina Tidy Cats, the 
kitty litter company, had 
recently launched its “NO 
PU” campaign which, as 
spokeswoman Meghan 
Lamontagne put it, helps 
people tackle extreme unti-
diness.

“Tidy Cat helps with 
the PU in the litter box, 
and the PU Patrol is going 
around the country helping 
people with their stinky 
situations,” she said.

The company hired a 
local contractor, A.S. Con-
struction and Landscaping 
out of Hollis, to transform 
the unsightly eyesore into a 
beautiful backyard.

Owner Aaron Smith 
said that in his 25 years in 
the business, he had never 
seen such a mess.

“Picture your worst 
nightmare in one yard, 
like Freddy Krueger, and it 
all attacks at one time,” he 
said.

Over the course of four 
days, Smith and a crew of 
about a dozen hauled out 
34 cubic yards of tires, mat-
tresses, buckets and trash 
bags — all out of a backyard 
that abuts some of the most 
beautiful ones in the bor-
ough.

They filled in the pool, 
took down four big bulky 
trees, threw in some plant-
ings, boarded up the house’s 
windows and slapped the 
building with a new coat 
of paint — all to the neigh-
bors’ delight.

“This is not clean,” 
said Love. “This is a face-
lift. I’ve never seen my 
mother so happy!”

Love’s mother, 81-year-

old Mary Moore, joined her 
neighbors, Sanders and the 
PU Patrol for a barbecue in 
the backyard last week to 
celebrate the transforma-
tion.

“It’s beautiful,” she 
said. “Now I can walk out 
without looking to see if I 
step on metal.”

Sanders praised the 
collaboration between the 
neighborhood and the com-
pany, and said it would be 
up to the community to en-
sure the home did not fall 
into such a state of disre-
pair once again.

“It’s the obligation of 
the neighborhood now to 
make sure this property 
never goes back to what it 
was before,” he said, add-
ing he believed it would be 
much easier to find some-
one to buy the home now. 
“It’s the miracle on 184th 
Street!”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

Tidy Cats

The BID did not send 
any board members to the 
meeting, but BID Chairman 
James Riso said his group 
wanted to look forward and 
had chosen a new executive 
director last week.

In December, Sulli-
van was let go as executive 
director of the BID after 
BID board members said 
he publicly criticized them 
on issues such as transpar-
ency despite a stipulation 
added to his contract warn-
ing him that further insub-
ordination would result in 
his termination.

Sullivan, who earned 
a salary of $30,000, spoke 
alongside Uncle Jack’s 
Steakhouse CEO William 
Degel, who led the charge 
at last week’s meeting to po-
tentially elect a new board 
for the BID, which the two 
said would reinstate Sulli-
van as executive director.

Degel, whose restau-
rant lies in the heart of the 
BID’s jurisdiction along 
Bell Boulevard, said BID 
leadership has been silent 

since Sullivan’s firing.
“Gregg gave life to the 

BID,” Degel said before the 
crowd burst into applause. 
“Since then promises have 
been made and have not 
been delivered.”

As executive director, 
Sullivan oversaw several 
projects along Bell Boule-
vard, including high-profile 
street events, road repaving 
and street decorating with 
flags and holiday lights.

In the days follow-
ing the meeting, Riso said 
the group had already ap-
pointed Lyle Sclair, the 
former economic develop-
ment associate at Brooklyn 
Economic Development 
Corp., as the new executive 
director. It was a move that 
Riso said was taken to put 
distractions aside for the 
betterment of Bayside.

“It is unfortunate that 
there are members of the 
BID and other individuals 
who are continually gener-
ating negative press about 
the BID and pointing out its 
faults,” Riso said. “While 
it is true and no one is de-
nying that we have faced a 
huge setback, the all-volun-
teer board is trying to move 
forward instead of looking 

back.”
Riso said one of the ma-

jor reasons for the setback 
was the firing of Sullivan, 
the BID’s “very energetic 
but insubordinate” execu-
tive director.

According to Sullivan, 
the BID’s naming of a new 
executive director was just 
another action to upset tax-
payers of the BID.

“The people would be 
violently opposed to that,” 
Sullivan said.

No members of the 
BID were present at the All 
Saints meeting. Some busi-
ness owners close to BID 
board members said they 
purposely wanted to avoid 
a public bashing.

“We’re not here to bash 
anybody,” Sullivan said. 
“We just want to establish 
some accountability.”

Javier Lorenzo, part 
owner of Local Bar and 
Grill, at 39-24 Bell Blvd., 
said all he wanted to know 
was where his money was 
going.

All property owners 
within the BID’s jurisdic-
tion pay taxes toward the 
group and in turn should 
receive services to enhance 
the local image and eco-

nomic experience. Accord-
ing to Degel, no major ser-
vices have been provided 
to local business since Sul-
livan’s termination.

“Gregg raised money 
for a bunch of different ser-
vices before he was fired,” 
Degel said. “The business-
es never got those services 
and now they want their 
money back.”

Riso said the BID’s bud-
get was $81,368 as of Dec. 31 
and the board did every-
thing expected of them and 
achievable by the budget 
to date. And according to 
Sclair, the BID is planning 
an outdoor arts fair June 9 
along 41st Avenue.

Sullivan and Degel 
said they were working 
on raising support to elect 
a new BID board at the 
group’s annual meeting 
next month.

“It would make a world 
of a difference to Bayside 
if it had the services it de-
serves,” Sullivan said.

Business owners look-
ing to contact the BID can 
call 718-423-2434 or email 
baysidevillagebid@veri-
zon.net.

Continued from Page 1

BID
Now, after 40 years of 

running the well-known 
kosher deli, Dragoon re-
flected on those humble 
beginnings long before 
his kugal and knishes fed 
countless hungry patrons 
in Bay Terrace and five 
other spots.

“Some people have this 
entrepreneurial spirit re-
siding within their genes,” 
said Dragoon, who named 
the restaurant after his fa-
ther. “I had this in my DNA 
from the very start.”

As a teenager, Dragoon, 
63, attended Forest Hills 
High School and played 
basketball at Lost Battal-
ion Hall. A diverse group 
of friends, all products of 
working class parents, sur-
rounded him during these 
early days — and he never 
lost that connection.

“I’ve always cared 
about those who worked for 
a living, those who worked 
the hardest but made the 
least,” he said. “That con-
nection with the working 
class and lower-middle in-

come people never left me.  
The blue-collar mentality 
has served me well in what-
ever success I’ve enjoyed.”

That success includes 
six locations of his restau-
rant: one in Bay Terrace, 
one in Manhattan, three in 
Nassau County and one in 
Florida. But before expand-
ing, Dragoon worked seven 
days a week at the first 
Ben’s he opened in Bald-
win, L.I. 

And he used that time 
as an opportunity to build 
relationships with what 
would become loyal cus-
tomers.

“I had a relationship 
with every customer in 
Baldwin,” he recalled. 
“The Baldwin customers 
knew that there wasn’t 
anything I wouldn’t do for 
them. If someone wanted a 
pint of chicken noodle soup 
because they were sick, 
I’d find a way to get it to 
them.”

The first few years in 
Baldwin had plenty of ups, 
downs and financial un-
certainties, but the lessons 
learned there still inspire 
Dragoon to run his fran-
chise as if it was one deli on 
one street corner.

Continued from Page 1

Deli
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