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City drops ax  
on Martin by

voting to close
Panel shuts six other boro high schools

BY STEVE MOSCO

Before the city Panel for Edu-
cational Policy decided to close 
August Martin HS and six others 
in Queens, a representative from 
state Sen. Shirley Huntley’s (D-
Jamaica) office blasted the panel 
for the way the city Department of 
Education removed the principal 
of Martin last month.

Timothy James, Huntley’s 
educational constitu-
ent specialist, accused 
the department of put-
ting Anthony Cromer 
through a “perp walk,” 
replacing him with a new princi-
pal weeks before the panel voted.

“Why did you interrupt the 
education at that school?” James 
asked at the Brooklyn meeting 
last week where the votes were 
cast to shutter 24 schools across 
the city. “That was horrible. Who 
said he had to go right then, right 

there?”
In addition to Martin, the 

PEP also voted to close Newtown 
High School in Elmhurst, Flush-
ing HS, Richmond Hill HS, John 
Adams HS in Ozone Park, Wil-
liam Cullen Bryant HS in Astoria 
and Long Island City HS.

After the vote, communities 
at other schools on the chopping 
block expressed similar concerns 
that the process of replacing 

school staff would be 
disruptive to students.

 “At a time when 
teachers should be fo-
cusing on helping stu-

dents study for Regents exams, we 
now have to work on résumés and 
portfolios,” said Sally S., a teach-
er at John Adams HS in Ozone 
Park. “This decision has put a lot 
of lives into chaos.”

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) lamented the 

Continued on Page 16

Queens Village 
bodega gutted 
by 2-alarm fi re

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
As construction equipment 

cleared debris along Hempstead 
Avenue Monday afternoon, 
Fire Department investigators 
searched for clues as to what set 
a Queens Village bodega ablaze 
earlier in the morning.

More than 25 units and 106 
firefighters responded to the two-
alarm call at the three-story brick 
building, on the corner of 220th 
Street and Hempstead Avenue, 
just after 3 a.m., and they battled 
blazes in the basement and the 
first floor until about 7 a.m., ac-
cording to the Fire Department.

Fire officials said one young 
child was examined for minor 
injuries at the scene, but was not 
taken to the hospital.

The city Department of 
Buildings vacated the building, 
noting the FDNY had reported 
a gas explosion in the structure, 
although the Fire Department 
could not confirm this.

NY1 reported that firefight-
ers had a difficult time getting 
into the burning lower levels to 
perform a search and that they 
were concerned with the struc-
tural stability of the building. 
The entire ground floor had been 
gutted out and there was visible 
fire damage on the second level.

FDNY officials said they had 
to vacate the Love Peace & Joy 

Continued on Page 16

SCHOOL PLANTING
Advanced Placement Environmental Science students Ivy Zhang (l.) and 
Bianca Chakravorty, students at Queens High School for the Sciences 
at York College, lead a tree planting on the school’s grounds. More 
than 30 students planted 10 trees and five shrubs with supplies donat-
ed by The Home Depot in Glendale. See more photos on Page 14. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Gillibrand calls for
JFK goose roundup
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Laurelton homeown-
ers say city sidewalk trees 
are wreaking havoc with 
their sewer lines, leaving 
them few options but to re-
place the lines themselves 
at a hefty cost.

Homeowner Patricia 
Trotman, 76, said she knew 
there was something wrong 
with her sewer when water 
began backing up into her 
sink. She called a plumbing 
service, which came out 
and snaked a camera down 
into her sewer line.

She said she could see 
roots breaking into the pipe 
at two places: one where it 
passed by a tree near the 
sidewalk, and the other 
near the landscaped mall 
that runs down the middle 
of 139th Avenue.

She called a sewer 
service, which charged 
her $11,000 to rip up her 
front lawn and the roadway 
and lay down a new sewer 
line. She said she and her 
90-year-old husband live on 
a fixed income.

Through its Forestry 
Services, the city Parks 
Department removes dead 
sidewalk trees, prunes 
their branches and repairs 
sidewalks damaged by the 
trees’ roots. A spokesman 
for the department said the 
responsibility of maintain-
ing and repairing sewer 
systems falls on the shoul-
ders of property owners.

“Tree roots cannot 
damage sound pipes and 
only intrude if they have 
been afforded access by a 

break or perforation,” the 
spokesman said. “Older 
sewage lines sometimes 
rupture due to deteriorat-
ing joints or settling earth, 

seeping water and nutri-
ents into the surrounding 
soil. Once roots discover 
these leaks, they tend to 
grow towards and enter the 
source.”

“Parks does not per-
mit the removal of healthy 

trees, even in cases where 
roots may be interfering 
with a sewer,” the spokes-
man continued. “There 
are a number of temporary 
fixes that can be explored, 
including the use of com-
mercial drain cleaning 
products or professional 
root clearing services. 
However, the only real last-
ing solution is to repair the 
defective sewer line with 
impervious, watertight pip-
ing.”

Dwight Johnson, 
president of the Federated 
Blocks of Laurelton, said 
many homeowners in the 
area have come to him with 
similar complaints. He said 
the group’s next meeting 
will be a town hall co-host-
ed with Community Board 
13 District Manager Law-
rence McClean and city 
representatives to discuss 
the issue.

The meeting is sched-
uled for this Thursday 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at St. 
Luke Cathedral, at 133-21 
232nd Ave.

Trottman submit-
ted a claim with the city 
comptroller’s office to see 
if she could be reimbursed 
for her expenses, but other 
than the letter she received 
acknowledging receipt of 
her claim, she said she has 
had little luck following up 
on her claim. The letter did 
inform her that she has one 
year and 90 days after the 
date of the incident to bring 
a lawsuit against the city, if 
she chooses to do so.

“At my age, one year’s 
not promised to me,” she 
quipped.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) is 
lending a helping hand to 
a Queens restaurateur who 
is bringing some Southern 
barbecue flavor to Jamaica 
via Springfield Gardens 
and Afghanistan.

The councilman helped 
spread the word about the 
first of two job fairs Abdul 
Mosaver held Monday at his 
new Smoke BBQ Pit restau-
rant, at 147-01 Liberty Ave., 
where he was looking to fill 
up to 25 positions — includ-
ing cooks, servers, dish-
washers and a restaurant 
manager — by the time he 
opens his doors May 15.

“I am delighted to wel-
come Smoke Pit BBQ to 
the Jamaica community. 
It is imperative we sup-
port small businesses like 
Smoke Pit BBQ that strive 
to hire locally and continue 
to reinvest in our commu-
nity,” Wills said. “If you 
desire to work in a local 

business and have a strong 
work ethic as well experi-
ence in these positions, I 
encourage you to attend the 
open house.”

Mosaver said he will 
be inviting job seekers to 
stop by again this Thurs-
day from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. to 
drop off their résumés and 
fill out applications.

Jahi Rose, Wills’ direc-
tor of constituent affairs, 
said the councilman main-
tains a database of job op-
portunities and qualified 
applicants who call his of-
fice inquiring about job op-
portunities.

After filling out an 
application for a register/
waiter position, 22-year-old 
Quasan Pierce, of Ozone 
Park, said he thought the 
job market was getting bet-
ter than it has been in the 
past few years.

“There are more op-
portunities for more jobs 
than there were a year ago, 
or even two years ago,” he 

The patch of asphalt where Patricia Trotman’s sewer line was replaced, and the offending sidewalk 
tree she says damaged the pipe. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Trees damage sewer pipes
City says residents must pay for repairs after roots wreak havoc

Job market heats up 
at new Jamaica BBQ

Abdul Mosaver shows off the mural inside his new barbecue res-
taurant in Jamaica. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Continued on Page 17
The Parks Dept. 
does not allow 
the removal of 
healthy trees 

even if the 
roots are a 
problem.
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Experts warn against predatory schemes in hard-hit area
Panel advises struggling Jamaica homeowners to use caution during National Fair Housing Month

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Even before the recent 
foreclosure crisis hit south-
east Queens, predatory 
lenders took advantage of 
minority communities, 
according to fair-housing 
experts, who warned that 
many of those dangers still 
exist in the services now 
being offered to help dis-
tressed homeowners.

In recognition of Na-
tional Fair Housing Month, 
Neighborhood Housing 
Services of Jamaica, along 
with City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
gathered a group of housing 
experts at the Robert Ross 
Johnson Family Life Cen-
ter on Linden Boulevard 
last week to discuss hous-
ing rights and options for 
struggling homeowners.

Deyanira Del Rio said 
that for more than a de-
cade, her group, the Neigh-

borhood Economic Devel-
opment Advocacy Project, 
has been mapping lending, 
foreclosure and banking 
patterns in Queens, and 
those maps reveal that a 
correlation of high-cost 
loans, foreclosures and an 
absence of bank branches 
are nothing new in south-
east Queens.

“We’ve been map-
ping patterns for about 12 
years,” she said. “Unfortu-
nately, many of the patterns 
remain the same.”

When the national 
foreclosure crisis hit New 
York in 2008, southeast 
Queens led the city in the 
number of foreclosures

Jeffrey May, assistant 
director of the National 
Community Reinvestment 
Coalition, said elderly, fe-
male heads of black and 
Latino households were 
the most likely victims of 
predatory lending prac-

tices going back as early as 
2000, which extracted the 
equity out of their homes 
and drained their commu-
nities of wealth.

One of the day’s mod-
erators, Jason Jeffrey, said 
many homeowners today 
are still maintaining mort-

gages with interest rates as 
high as 9 percent or 10 per-
cent.

“We need to get them 
from where they are to 
where they need to be,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, a lot 
of these people are trying to 
fit a square peg into a round 

hole, and when it doesn’t fit 
they walk away.”

May added that the 
Federal Housing Adminis-
tration’s loan program is 
now the most prevalently 
used product to help home-
owners either refinance or 
purchase with a low down 
payment. Borrowers with 
credit scores as low as 580 
may qualify for these loans, 
but May warned that many 
FHA lenders and providers 
are not going that low.

“If we don’t do that, 
we’re not making sure 
everyone has access to 
credit,” he said, and ad-
vised those who think they 
are being discriminated 
against to file complaints 
with the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

To avoid scams such 
as predatory refinancing 
and questionable reverse 
mortgages , the panelists 

advised, borrowers should 
seek advice from reputable 
housing counseling orga-
nizations, such as NHSJ 
or the Center for New York 
City Neighborhoods.

Last week, state At-
torney General Eric Sch-
neiderman announced his 
office had awarded $1.5 mil-
lion for foreclosure preven-
tion services in New York 
City.

Del Rio said landlords 
and employers are increas-
ingly using credit scores as 
a means of evaluation, and 
the negative effects of refi-
nancing scams could paint 
borrowers in an inaccurate 
light.

“It’s really question-
able whether this mirrors 
actual behavior, or the sys-
temic problems we’ve been 
dealing with,” she said.

Jeffrey May speaks about fair housing rights and opportunities 
for distressed homeowners. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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4 City votes to close seven Queens high schools
Unlike Grover Cleveland in Ridgewood, others like Flushing, August Martin and Newtown were not spared

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The city Panel for Education-
al Policy voted in Brooklyn last 
week to close seven Queens high 
schools at the end of this year and 
reopen them as new schools in 
the fall.

Newtown High School in 
Elmhurst, Flushing HS, August 
Martin HS in Jamaica, Richmond 
Hill HS, John Adams HS in Ozone 
Park, William Cullen Bryant HS 
in Astoria and Long Island City 
HS were all approved for the turn-
around model by a vote of 8-4.

Nearly 30 senior education 
officials, including city Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Walcott and 
12 voting members of the PEP, sat 
around a horseshoe-shaped table 
on the stage inside the school’s au-
ditorium, listening to about four 
hours of public comment.

State Assemblywoman Cath-
erine Nolan (D-Ridgewood) ad-
dressed the panel with what she 
called mixed emotions: her alma 
mater, Grover Cleveland, had 
been given a last-minute reprieve 
when Walcott announced earlier 
that day the school would be re-
moved from the chopping block.

“There are many students 
and parents who are not lucky 
enough to experience the relief 
Cleveland is experiencing,” she 
said.

Patrick Sullivan, the Manhat-
tan borough president’s appoin-
tee, said he had heard allegations 
that Cleveland had been removed 
from the list due to political pres-
sure applied by Nolan, and asked 
the panel why the Ridgewood high 
school was spared while a similar 
school, such as Long Island City, 
was not.

City Department of Educa-
tion Deputy Commissioner Shael 
Polakow-Suransky said Cleve-
land had a high turnout at a pub-
lic hearing, and there were signif-
icant differences in the schools’ 
progress reports and quality re-
view surveys.

“There’s not a whole lot of 
influence that comes from politi-
cians,” he said.

Nolan opposed the turn-
around model and said she still 
had not received an answer about 
how much it would cost each 
school.

“This is clearly an expensive 
endeavor,” she said.

The primary cost of turn-
around is associated with replac-
ing teachers, who are not fired but 
receive their full pay and benefits 
while they search for a new job on 
the DOE’s open market. 

Nolan, chairwoman of the 
state Education Committee, 
played a role in securing the fed-
eral funding. She said she was in 
discussions with state Education 
Commissioner Peter King about 
whether or not New York would 
accept such grants in the future, 

knowing that the turnaround 
model would be an option.

Dmytro Fedkowskyj,  Bor-
ough President Helen Marhsall’s 
appointee on the panel, said he 
thought the turnaround model 
was chosen in an attempt to chase 
the funding.

“I do believe money is driv-
ing a lot of what we do here,” he 
said.

Under the plan, each school’s 
principal will sit on a committee 
composed of DOE and United Fed-

eration of Teachers appointees, 
who will evaluate new and pro-
spective teachers.

Marc Sternberg, another 
deputy chancellor, said it would 
be up to the committee to decide 
which percentage of teachers 
would be replaced. If more than 50 
percent were removed, the school 
would, in theory, be available for 
the funds, but he said principals 
would make decisions based on 
what is best for students.

After public comments were 

over, the panel discussed Fed-
kowskyj’s proposal for the DOE to 
abandon the turnaround model.

Mayoral appointee Judy 
Bergtraum said many of the 
schools have had issues for a long 
time.

“I just see this as an oppor-
tunity for change, and it doesn’t 
come very often,” she said.

The vote came after weeks 
of protests and opposition from 
the school’s communities to the 
DOE’s controversial plan.

At the beginning of the 
school year, the New York State 
Education Department allocated 
more than $14.5 million in federal 
School Improvement Grant funds 
for nine persistently lowest-
achieving Queens high schools, 
seven of which eventually ended 
up on the PEP’s agenda. 

The state  DOE used these 
funds to put the schools in vari-
ous federally approved models, 
which ranged from pairing a 
school with an educational man-
agement organization to replac-
ing the principal and implement-
ing a number of reforms.

The NYSED placed a condi-
tion on the funds that the DOE and 
the United Federation of Teachers 

Music teacher Brett Green, from Grover Cleveland High School, addresses the panel. Photo by Christina Santucci

City Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott listens to the public com-
ments. Photo by Christina Santucci

Student Activist United rip off their T-shirts in protest. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 34

School List
• Newtown High School (Q455)
48-01 90th St., Elmhurst

• Flushing High School (Q530)
35-01 Union St., Flushing

• August Martin High School 
(Q400)
156-10 Baisley Blvd., Jamaica

 
• Richmond Hill High School 
(Q475)
89-30 114th St., Richmond Hill

 
• John Adams High School 
(Q480)
101-01 Rockaway Blvd., Ozone 
Park

• William Cullen Bryant High 
School (Q445)
48-10 31st Ave., Astoria

• Long Island City High School 
(Q450)
14-30 Broadway, LIC
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5Boro turns out to recycle
Thousands fl ock to St. John’s for Sanitation Dept.’s disposal event

BY PHIL CORSO

Cars lined up for hours 
Saturday, idling away as 
drivers waited for their 
chance to be environmen-
tally responsible.

But despite all the fuel 
wasted, more than 3,000 
people passed through 
St. John’s University in 
Queens to properly and 
safely dispose of various 
electronic and hazardous 
materials.

Crowds of people hold-
ing empty propane tanks, 
paint cans, television sets, 
computers, stereos, micro-
waves and other electron-
ics flocked to St. John’s Uni-
versity to dump them off in 
a safe and environmentally 
acceptable way.

Matthew Perez, of 
Flushing, said he sat in 
his car for more than an 
hour before running out 
of gas and trying again on 
the other side of the cam-
pus, where a walk-in line 
extended down Utopia 
Parkway. He looked down 
the line with confusion, 
unsure where all the hype 
was coming from.

“This was a breeze last 

year,” Perez said, holding 
a computer monitor, cord-
less telephone, television 
remotes and other electron-
ics. “When I saw this line 
wrapping around, I thought 
there was a game here or 
something.”

But it wasn’t a game 
holding up traffic along 
Union Turnpike. According 
to David Hirschler, deputy 
director of waste preven-
tion for the city Sanitation 

Department, the annual 
safe disposal events have 
not included the tandem of 
electronics and household 
hazardous waste in years.

“Now that we’re col-
lecting all of these things, 
the response has been 
great. We’ve collected a 
massive amount of mate-
rial,” Hirschler said. “The 
people have been pretty pa-
tient. I think they’re just re-
lieved to get rid of this stuff 

and to have this option.”
To attract more at-

tention, he said Sanitation 
mailed letters to all city 
residents to promote the 
event. More than 80 work-
ers pillaged through old 
electronics to recycle them 
while leaving as little im-
pact on the environment as 
possible.

Depending on the 
product, the materials col-

Library archives tour visits boro’s past
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
It is hard to imagine 

Queens as anything other 
than a bustling urban 
borough, but the crowded 
asphalt streets were once 
country road-lined farm-
lands from Bayside to Long 
Island City.

As the division manag-
er at the Archives at Queens 
Library, Judith Todman 
enthusiastically guides his-
torical hunters through a 
treasure trove of artifacts 
that signify the borough’s 
transition into this era’s fa-
miliar cityscape.

“We document the 
changes in Queens,” said 
Todman. “The depth of our 

collection provides a win-
dow to the past for anyone 
interested.”

This year marks the 
100th anniversary of the 
Archives at Queens Li-

brary, on the second floor 
of the Central Library, at 
89-11 Merrick Blvd. in Ja-
maica. Specializing in the 
history of the four coun-
ties of geographic Long 

Island — Queens, Kings 
(Brooklyn), Nassau and 
Suffolk — the library offers 
books, newspapers, maps, 
historical photographs and 
random, everyday items 
dubbed ephemera.

The library invited 
members of the academic 
and library communities 
to celebrate the centennial 
with a tour of the collection 
last week.

Tom Galante, director 
and chief executive officer 
of Queens Library, said the 
staff at the library takes 
painstaking steps to man-
age the archives — putting 
in long hours to make sure 
visitors have the opportu-

Some of the artifacts at Queens Library’s archives include class 
photos and a model from the 1964 World’s Fair in Flushing. 

Photo by Steve Mosco

Peninsula shutdown
created crisis: Pols

BY PHIL CORSO

The front entrance to 
Peninsula Hospital was 
 shuttered Sunday after-
noon, as it had been since 
the beginning of the month. 
A sign on the door of the 
Lillian and Ira Lechtman 
Pavilion said that after 104 
years, the Far Rockaway 
hospital had closed its 
doors for good and the near-
est emergency room, at St. 
John’s Episcopal Hospi-
tal, wasn’t for another two 
miles east.

But the fight to save 
the hospital has only be-
gun. Former hospital em-
ployees joined community 
leaders, board members 
and elected officials, in-
cluding City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
and U.S. Rep. Bob Turner 
(R-Middle Village), Sunday 
afternoon to demand a pub-
lic hearing on the closure, 
which was later announced 
Monday afternoon.

“With the closure of 
Peninsula Hospital, there 
is now a health care emer-
gency in the Rockaways, 
and St. John’s Episcopal 
Hospital alone cannot han-
dle the volume of emergen-
cy care necessary to meet 
the needs of 130,000 year-
round residents,” Ulrich 
said. “This situation will 
become even more dire in 
the summer months.”

The elected officials 
and former hospital em-
ployees demanded the 
state Department of Health 
schedule a public hearing 

on Peninsula’s closure as 
required by the Hospital 
Closure Planning Act. 
Under the act, which was 
signed into law in 2010, the 
health commissioner must 
hold a public hearing with-
in the hospital’s geographic 
area within 30 days after 
learning  of the closure. 

“We shouldn’t have to 
use political intimidation 
to do the right thing,” Turn-
er said. “It should just be 
enough to do what’s right. 
Instead, we’re getting stone 
silence from the state.”

The DOH ordered Pen-
insula Hospital to stop ad-
mitting patients and cancel 
all upcoming surgeries in 
a statement Feb. 23, mak-
ing the 30-day mark fall 
on March 24. The hospital 
closed its doors April 9 and 
the DOH confirmed Mon-
day that a public hearing 
is set for May 10 from 3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. at a location to be 
determined.

State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) will spon-
sor the meeting alongside 
Sen. Shirley Huntley (D-
Jamaica) and state Assem-
blyman Philip Goldfeder 
(D-Ozone Park).

The DOH confirmed 
that Smith’s office had spo-
ken with Commissioner Dr. 
Tom Farley’s office Mon-
day afternoon to organize 
the hearing.

Smith stood united 
with the other leaders to 
demand that DOH schedule 
the hearing sooner rather 
than later as patients’ op-

Continued on Page 34

Continued on Page 34

Dr. Wayne Dodakian, of Peninsula Hospital, speaks of his frustra-
tion with the city Department of Health after it forced the Far 
Rockaway hospital to close in April. Photo by Phil Corso

Continued on Page 34

Workers from Sims Recycling Solutions (l.-r.) Lamar Rochardson, Monquell Conway and John 
Fernandez wrap up TVs that had been dropped off. Photo by Christina Santucci
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FREE ESTIMATES ON 
ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGa, ETC.

 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com 

“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” Goal”

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

SCAN HERE 
FOR OUR WEBSITE

FREE 
*
 
 

or more

 FREE*

Watch Battery
w/repair 

or more 

* Not to be combined with 
any other offer. Expires 

8.31.12

“Be Different” Let’s make your next Dream Piece of 
Jewelry a Reality on this Mother’s Day

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds
Into Custom Designed Jewelry 
to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum 
Jewelry Repair On The Premises

Diamond Setting and Sizing 
while you wait. Viewing permitted

Free Prong Checking              
while you wait

Activists demand Albany approve Dream Act
BY JOE ANUTA

Time is running out for 
lawmakers to pass the New 
York Dream Act before the 
summer break, according 
to community activists who 
rallied in front of Queen 
Borough Hall Monday.

The state Legislature 
has 22 sessions remaining 
between May 3 and June 
21 to pass a law that would 
grant undocumented im-
migrants access to public 
funds to help pay for col-
lege.

“It gives all students, 
including undocumented 
students, the chance to live 
up to their full potential,” 
said S.J. Jung, head of the 
Flushing nonprofit the 
MinKwon Center.

Jung and a consor-
tium of community activist 
groups, called the Dream 
Coalition, organized the 
rally in order to put the 
pressure on Albany to get 
the act passed before the 

break.
Students who wish 

to apply for state funds 
through the state Tuition 
Assistance Program cur-
rently are required to pro-
vide proof that they are 
legal residents of the coun-
try.

The Dream Act would 
waive this clause at what 
Senate Democrats estimate 
is an annual cost of under 
$1 million to New York. 
 Proponents of the act esti-
mate there are currently 
about 300,000 undocument-
ed students in all grades in 
the state. 

City Comptroller John 
Liu, an immigrant him-
self, joined the rally and 
stressed the fact that chil-
dren seeking higher educa-
tion are likely to contribute 
back to the state’s economy, 
which is a boon for all resi-
dents.

“Young people and stu-
dents are the best asset we 
have for our future,” Liu 

said. “To deny immigrant 
students a real opportu-
nity for higher education 
is really to deny us all the 
potential value they have to 
offer to New York City and 
state.”

The Dream Act is just 
one of two pieces of legisla-
tion circulating in Albany.

Another bill would 
create what is known as the 
Dream Fund.

The fund is basically 

the private counterpart to 
the Dream Act. The legis-
lation would create a com-
mission to raise private 
funds for scholarships and 
would open tax-free educa-
tion savings accounts.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall, along 
with every other borough 
president except for Staten 
Island’s James Molinaro, 
signed a letter of support 
for the legislation, which 
they estimated would help 
at least 10,000 City Univer-
sity of New York students 
alone.

The Dream Fund bill 
was set to be voted on this 
week, while the Dream Act 
bill has not yet been sched-
uled for the floor. While 
it enjoys wide support in 
Queens, the bill does not 
currently have enough co-
sponsors to pass, although 
others may decide in its 
favor once it is brought to 
a vote.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Students and community activists urge the state Legislature to vote in favor of the New York Dream 
Act on the steps of Queens Borough Hall. Photo by Joe Anuta
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We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

   Hunter Douglas
 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

1 Luminette® 
Privacy Sheer or 
Modern Drapery

$100 off each 
additional unit

$50 off each 
additional unit

$50 off each 
additional unit

2 Pirouette® 
Window Shadings

2 Silhouette® 
Window Shadings

BUY PLUSSAVE
$100*

$100*

$100*
Silhouette® Window Shadings

Buy more, save more with these elegant 
light-diffusing window fashions, now through 
June 17. Plus, get a free LiteRise® cordless 
lifting system upgrade with your purchase 
of Silhouette® Window Shadings.

Pirouette® Window Shadings Luminette® Privacy Sheers and Modern Draperies

*  Manufacturer’s rebate and upgrade offers valid for qualifying purchases made 4/3/2012 – 6/17/2012. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase 
less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. © 2012 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. 
All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.
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ASTORIA — Police 
said they were looking for a 
missing person within the 
114th Precinct.

According to police, 
Christopher Fallows was 
last seen leaving his moth-
er’s residence at 83 Perry 
St. within the 6th Precinct. 
He was a 50-year-old white 
male about 6-foot-4 and 230 
pounds, police said.

He lives at 30-56 30th 
St. and was last seen wear-
ing a yellow shirt, blue 

jeans and white sneakers, 
police said.

Anyone with infor-
mation in regards to this 
incident is asked to call 
Crimestoppers at 1-800-
577-TIPS (8477). The pub-
lic can also submit their 
tips by logging on to the 
Crimestoppers website at 
nypdcrimestoppers.com 
or by texting their tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) then en-
ter TIP577. All calls are 
strictly confidential.

POLICE 

Blotter
JAMAICA — A Jamaica man was sen-

tenced to 37 years to life in prison for the 
August 2006 drive-by shooting murder and 
attempted murder of two other local men, 
Queens District Attorney Richard Brown 
said.

According to Brown, Yahya Abdul-Al-
eem, 32, had been on the run for more than 
two years and was featured on “America’s 
Most Wanted” before being apprehended 
in West Virginia during a police stop for 
speeding.

“The crimes of which the defendant 
has been convicted were senseless and vi-
cious and perpetrated by an individual who 
chose a weapon over words,” Brown said. 
“I hope that the surviving victim and the 
deceased’s family can find some measure 
of solace in the sentence — ironically, oc-
curring on the day that the deceased would 
have celebrated his 37th birthday — and 
in the knowledge that the defendant will 
likely spend the rest of his life behind bars 
as punishment for his actions.”

Brown said Abdul-Aleem and a friend 
had gotten into a physical altercation Aug. 
6 with Stanley Pierre-Paul and Donald 
Niles, two 31-year-old men they knew from 
the neighborhood.

The DA said Abdul-Aleem fired four 
rounds at the men as they sat inside a ve-
hicle, with three rounds hitting the driv-
er’s-side door where Niles sat. The fourth 
round struck near the passenger window 
on the driver’s side and hit Pierre-Paul in 
the head and killed him, Brown said.

Abdul-Aleem, who was held without 
bail since his arrest in April 2009, was con-
victed last month of second-degree murder, 
second-degree attempted murder, second- 
and third-degree criminal possession of a 
weapon and reckless endangerment before 
Queens Supreme Court Justice Kenneth C. 
Holder sentenced him Monday to 25 years 
to life on the murder charge and a consecu-
tive term of 12 years in prison on the at-
tempted murder charge.

Man receives 37 years to life in shooting: Brown

Man gone missing in 114th Pct., police say

CHRISTOPHER FALLOWS
Photo courtesy NYPD

SUNNYSIDE — The NYPD was look-
ing for help in identifying a Hispanic male 
in his 20s wanted in connection with three 
armed robberies.

The first incident occured on April 
12 around 4 p.m. in front of 50-38 46th St., 
when the suspect approached his male vic-
tim with a firearm and forced him to re-
move an unknown amount of money from 
a nearby ATM before fleeing on foot, police 
said.

A similar attack occurred April 18 
around 7:30 p.m. outside 50-12 44th St., 
when the suspect also had another male 
victim remove money from a nearby ATM, 
police said.

On April 23 around 7:30 p.m., the sus-
pect approached another male victim near 
the intersection of 44th Street and 50th 
Avenue before displaying a firearm, re-

moving his iPhone and then forcing him to 
withdraw an unknown amount of money 
from two nearby ATMs, police said.

The suspect is a Hispanic male in 
his 20s with a mustache wearing a dark-
colored hooded sweatshirt, a dark hat and 
glasses, police said.

Police looking to identify serial robber

Police are seeking a suspect who is wanted 
in connection with three armed robberies. 

Images courtesy NYPD

Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Have your people been 
to that terrific new Queens Animal Health yet?

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s first 

veterinary visit

Expires: May 31, 2012

Grand Opening

Special
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BY STEVE MOSCO
  
Geese better find a new place to 

molt this summer since a bill intro-
duced by U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand 
(D-N.Y.) would make rounding up the 
birds easier around area airports.

After a plane at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport was forced to 
make an emergency landing follow-
ing a bird strike last week, the sena-
tor proposed legislation streamlining 
communications between the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and Na-
tional Park Service. This would allow 
for the swift removal of Canada geese 
from major city airports.

“We cannot afford to sit back and 
wait for a catastrophe to occur before 
cutting through bureaucratic red 
tape between federal agencies,” said 
Gillibrand. “We cannot and should 
not wait another day to act while pub-
lic safety is at risk.”

Gillibrand’s legislation would 
expedite the removal of Canada geese 
from the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 
near JFK by requiring the USDA to 
act within 90 days of a determination 
by the Federal Aviation Administra-
tor and the National Parks Service 
that geese residing on lands within 5 
miles of a commercial airport pose a 
threat to flight safety.

The geese would be removed dur-
ing their molting period — between 
June and August — when the birds 

lose their feathers and cannot fly. Ac-
cording to Carol Bannerman, public 
affairs specialist for the USDA wild-
life services, removal of geese could 
involve lethal procedures such as 
shooting or gassing the animals.

Bannerman said the USDA’s first 
goal is to chase birds away or make 
the land around an airport less at-
tractive to the population.

But in cases of imminent danger, 
lethal force is employed.

“Sometimes we’re faced with 
making the decision between the in-
dividual animal and human safety. 
When you look at the population in-
volved here, Canada geese are abun-
dant,” she said. “The goal is not to rid 
the country or a state or a city of all 
Canada geese. Our constant focus is 
on how we can keep aviation passen-
gers safe while maintaining the wild-
life population.”

A recent FAA report found that 
bird strikes have risen in each of the 
past three years, but Bannerman 
stressed while the numbers are up, it 
is not necessarily because more con-
tact is occurring on runways.

“The number of strikes reported 
is on the rise,” she said, adding re-
ports of bird strikes increased follow-
ing the Miracle on the Hudson inci-
dent in 2009, when a US Airways  jet 
was forced to land in the river when 
geese were sucked into its engines af-
ter takeoff from LaGuardia Airport.

If geese were to be removed 
from the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Ref-
uge, Bannerman said workers would 
herd the geese, put them in crates and 
euthanize them in carbon dioxide 
chambers. This method does not sit 
well with animal rights groups, in-
cluding Friends of Animals New York 
Director Edita Birnkrant, who said 
Gillibrand’s proposal is a kneejerk 
reaction to an overly sensationalized 
story.

“This violent and brutal attack 
on wildlife is not strategic and not 
pro-active,” said Birnkrant. “If the 
geese are attracted to the area, no 
matter how many times you round 
them up for slaughter, they are going 
to come back. The landscape needs to 
be modified so it’s not attractive to 
birds.”

One landscape feature Birnkrant 
pointed at specifically is a planned 
garbage transfer station in College 
Point near the end of a runway at La-
Guardia Airport.

“[The senator] should be con-
cerned with the proposal to build a 
garbage dump near LaGuardia in-
stead of inciting hysteria over kami-
kaze killer geese who are supposedly 
targeting you and your children,” she 
said.

Reach reporter Steve Mosco by 
e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

Bird strikes on passenger airplanes prompted U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand to introduce legislation seeking expedite the removal of  geese 
from Jamaica Bay. AP Photo/City of Show Low, Ariz.

An elevated number of horse deaths plagued this year’s rac-
ing season at Aqueduct Race Track in South Ozone Park. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Resorts pledges end
to racehorse deaths

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The operator of the 

racinio at Aqueduct Race 
Track in South Ozone Park 
said the company is taking 
steps to ensure horses are 
protected after a rash of 
deaths during this year’s 
racing season.

As of the end of the rac-
ing season, which stretches 
from October to April 22, 
30 horses died either on 
the track or from injuries 
sustained during a race — 
an increase of 100 percent 
compared to the same peri-
od last year, according to a 
six-week-long investigation 
by the state Racing and Wa-
gering Board.

Resorts World Casino 
New York City,  which op-
erates a racino next to the 
race track, said the com-
pany will ensure injured 
equines will not be made to 
race.

“From the moment we 
applied for a license to op-
erate a racetrack casino at 
Aqueduct, it was clear that 
pursuant to New York state 
tax law, our efforts would 
directly protect and sup-
port the horse racing in-
dustry in New York state,” 
said Stefan Friedman, a 
representative for Resorts 
World. “However, recent 
extremely disturbing re-
ports about mistreatment 
of racehorses make it abun-
dantly clear that reform is 
needed.”

The New York Racing 
Association, which oper-
ates the track, declined to 

comment stating it would 
be “inappropriate to specu-
late before the investiga-
tion concludes.”

 Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
formed a task force in 
March to find answers for 
the elevated number of 
horse deaths. The task force, 
consisting of industry ex-
perts, is examining Aque-
duct’s track, its policies on 
necropsies, veterinary pro-
cedures, equine drug use 
and purse amounts, which 
the American Association 
of Equine Practitioners be-
lieves could increase the 
risk to horses. The forma-
tion of the task force came 
after seven horses died at 
the track in March.

Part of that investiga-
tion has found that purse 
amounts, or the total mon-
ey paid out to owners of 
horses after a race, could be 
placing the horses in a dan-
gerous position, by making 
owners more likely to risk 
racing an injured horse.

Casino operators like 
Resorts Word are required 
to pay the equine industry 
close to 4 percent of their 
revenues, according to 
the Racing and Wagering 
Board. The extra funds 
generated by Resorts World 
since its opening in October 
2011 have resulted in higher 
purses, but the casino said 
it is currently taking steps 
to ensure horse safety.

“We pledge our full 
cooperation with Gov. 
Cuomo’s task force and will 
abide by any reforms, in-

Bill could curb bird strikes
Sen. Gillibrand introduces legislation to regulate airports’ geese

Continued on Page 34
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BEWARE OF EASY 
ANSWERS

Boro Board should reject Willets plan

A
part from the de-
struction of more 
than 200 small busi-
nesses with the loss 

of employment by thou-
sands and even more so by 
the burdens placed upon 
their dependents, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s Wil-
lets Point plan is replete 
with a lack of transparency 
ill befitting an elected of-
ficial whose constituents 
should not be limited to 
large real estate interests.

A record of the she-

nanigans employed by the 
Bloomberg administra-
tion is set forth in a letter 
by Gerald Antonacci to 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
(“Boro Board must deny 
Willets Point to develop-
ers,” April 5-11).

The ball is now in the 
court of the Queens Bor-
ough Board, which has the 
right to clear the air of po-
litical malfeasance. More 
than 40 states have enacted 
legislation preserving the 
time-honored concept that 

eminent domain is to be 
limited to the taking of pri-
vate property for a public 
purpose and is prohibited 
for private real estate de-
velopment.

By reason of the con-
nection between large real 
estate interests and far too 
many politicians, New York 
is not one of those states. As 
pointed out in Antonacci’s 
letter, there are a number 
of reasons why the Queens 
Borough Board should deny 
the application rejecting 

the city’s attempt to over-
come serious deficiency in 
the proposal.

Unlike politicians, the 
Queens Borough Board is 
expected to be non-political 
and an advocate for the 
little people. It is urged that 
the board render a denial 
and let right be done.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

In the wake of recent incidents where bird strikes 
forced two airliners to make emergency landings in the 
new York area, U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand introduced 
legislation that would force federal officials to speed up 
the removal of Canada geese coming from a wildlife refuge 
near John F. Kennedy International Airport.

Her bill would empower the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture to remove Canada geese from the Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge.

It’s a popular position to take with a public that re-
members when a flock of geese took out two engines of a 
US Airways jet, flown by Capt. Chesley Sullenberger, who 
landed the plane on the Hudson River, after taking off from 
LaGuardia Airport.

But will this approach work, and to what extent will it 
reduce the danger of bird strikes?

And is this a humane approach? Does the danger of a 
bird strike justify the slaughter of thousands of geese?

The Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge is the “only bird 
refuge that we have in New York City,” Edita Birnkrant, 
New York director of Friends of Animals, told an Associ-
ated Press reporter. “If they can’t be protected in a wildlife 
refuge, then where can they be protected?”

In the last two years, LaGuardia reported 280 bird 
strikes and JFK 450. It is a serious problem, but before the 
government approves a massive slaughter in a wildlife ref-
uge, an effort should be made to find a less horrific alter-
native with a better chance of success.

COPS OR PENCIL 
JOCKEYS?

In a move that probably won’t win him any points 
with the Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association, City Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr. has called on the NYPD to get 500 
cops out from behind the desk and on the street.

With the backing of DC 37 Local 1549, Vallone said the 
secretarial-type jobs should be turned over to civilian em-
ployees.

There is no reason why a highly trained police officer 
should be doing administrative work. These officers are 
needed on the street, either walking a beat or riding in pa-
trol cars. Using civilians could save the city $16.5 million 
annually.

We would think that many of the officers stuck behind 
a desk would welcome the change. After all, they didn’t 
join the force to do administrative work.
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READERS WRITE

Everyone should unite to prevent youth suicide
T

here is much to be 
addressed when our 
youth demonstrate 
behavior patterns 

that are red flags and warn-
ing signs as a cry for help. 
As a nurse practitioner 
with more than 24 years of 
nursing experience, I have 
cared for individuals and 
family members who have 
acknowledged, “If only I 
had done this or that.”

According to studies 
from the U.S. Center for 
Disease Control, between 
80 percent and 90 percent 
of young people who are 
brought to the emergency 
room with deliberate self-
harm, meets the criteria 
for at least one psychiatric 
disorder, most commonly 
associated with mood dis-
orders.

But they are dis-
charged to the community 
without receiving emer-
gency mental health assess-

ment or appropriate follow-
up management following 
their discharge. The Na-
tional Institute of Mental 
Health reports that each 
year, one in five teenagers 
in the United States consid-
ers suicide. Some 5 to 8 per-
cent of adolescents attempt 
suicide, meaning that over 
the past 12 months in the 
country about 1 million 
teenagers, of whom nearly 
700,000 received medical 
intervention, and 1,600 
teenagers die by suicide.

These are alarming 
statistics. Only by careful 
assessment will we be able 
to identify those at risk. 
With the goal of early in-
tervention in the provision 
of treatment for suicidal 
individuals, mental health 
practitioners and other 
stakeholders, as well as 
those creating educational 
and public health preven-
tion programs, should 

merge their efforts in tack-
ling the issue.

According to a 2007 
CDC report, injury from 
self-directed violence, 
which includes suicidal be-
havior, is the leading cause 
of death and disability 
amongst teens. Suicide was 
the 11th-leading cause of 
death in the United States, 
the cause of 34,598 deaths. 
The estimated cost of self-
directed violence, fatal and 
non-fatal, was $33 billion in 
lost productivity and medi-
cal costs.

Suicide rates are influ-
enced by biological, psycho-
logical, social, moral, polit-
ical and economic factors. 
Self-directed violence in 
the United States affects all 
racial and ethnic groups. 
Multiple factors contribute 
to the high rate of suicide 
among the population. In-
dividual factors such as 
alcohol, substance abuse 

and mental illness and so-
cietal factors such as bul-
lying, poverty, unemploy-
ment and discrimination 
contribute to cumulative 
emotional and psychologi-
cal wounding.

According to the CDC, 
bullying is on the rise and 
is the third-leading cause 
of depression and suicide 
among youth. Bullying 
victims are between two 
to nine times more likely 
to consider suicide than 
non-victims. Bullying can 
cause children to feel lone-
ly, depressed and scared. 
It is important that the 
pediatrician or adolescent 
provider develop an open 
relationship with their pa-
tients and establish confi-
dentiality and trust, allow-
ing the youth to experience 
a sense of security where 
they will feel comfortable 
to express their deepest in-
nermost thoughts. It is of 

dire significance that the 
clinician bridges the gap 
and talk with parents about 
significant findings.

Reports from the 
NIMH reveal that, marked 
disparities exist in mental 
health treatment. Racial 
and ethnic minorities with 
mental health disorders 
consistently have less ac-
cess to care, receive lower 
quality service and have 
higher attrition rates in 
treatment. In addition, 
those with serious mental 
illnesses are consistently 
confronted with barriers to 
service access and experi-
ence diminished continu-
ity and quality of care.

Children below age 13 
are not routinely screened 
for depression. Children 
are being exposed to in-
creasing levels of crime 
and violence within their 
homes, schools and com-
munity, leaving them with 

a feeling of despondency 
and hopelessness.

Write or call the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
Judiciary Committee in 
co-sponsor of the Suicide 
Prevention Act of 2011, the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services and 
the National Center for In-
jury Prevention and Con-
trol. Reach out to your local 
elected officials.

Please let them know 
that early intervention 
equals prevention and to 
assess the impact of youth 
suicide on society. Express 
to them the need for imple-
mentation of evidence-
based prevention strategies 
to prevent suicidal behav-
ior in our communities.

Together we can stop 
suicide, especially among 
youth.

Marvelin Williams
Jamaica

Big Oil does not deserve more money from gov’t

O
n March 29, Repub-
licans in the U.S. 
Senate calling the 
bill a political stunt, 

blocked legislation to strip 
billions of dollars in tax 
breaks for the biggest U.S. 
oil companies. A last-min-
ute entreaty by President 
Barack Obama was not 
enough to convince sena-
tors to strip the oil and gas 
industry of tax incentives.

The “Repeal Big Oil 
Tax Subsidies” bill failed to 
advance by a vote of 51-47. It 
needed 60 votes to overcome 
a procedural hurdle.

“With record profits 
and rising production, I’m 
not worried about the big 
oil companies,” Obama said 

in the White House Rose 
Garden. “I think it’s time 
they got by without more 
help from taxpayers, who 
are having a tough enough 
time paying their bills and 
filling up their tanks.”

Senate Democrats, 
mostly from oil-rich states, 
were not supportive of the 
legislation. They included 
Sens. Mark Begich (D-Alas-
ka), Mary Landrieu (D-
La.), Ben Nelson (D-Neb.) 
and Jim Webb (D-Va.). Vot-
ing with the Democrats 
was Sen. Olympia Snowe 
(R-Maine).

Obama had argued the 
tax breaks were more than 
Americans could afford.

“Last year, the three 

biggest U.S. oil companies 
took home more than $80 
billion in profit. Exxon 
pocketed nearly $4.7 mil-
lion every hour,” he said, 
citing an analysis show-
ing that the big companies 
pocket another $200 million 
in quarterly profits every 
time the price of gasoline 
goes up by 1 cent.

The bill, sponsored 
by Sen. Robert Menendez 
(D-N.J.), would have cut 
billions of dollars in tax 
breaks for the “big five” oil 
companies: ExxonMobil, 
BP, ConocoPhillips, Chev-
ron and Royal Dutch Shell.

Same old, same old: Re-
publicans represent their 
benefactors, such as big oil, 

the mega wealthy and cor-
porations (“Supreme Court 
people”), while the Demo-
crats represent the Ameri-
can people (“real people”).

What boggles the 
mind is how any middle-
class American could be 
so hoodwinked as to vote 
against their best interests. 
Perhaps they believe that 
voting so would somehow 
make them a member of the 
99 percent.

They dream on while 
they get stepped on. Ah, to 
dream.

Joanna Livingstone
Bayside

Fund Bayside groups
An open letter to Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo:

I 
am writing to you in 
regards to your recent 
budget line item vetoes 
that eliminated certain 

discretionary funding.
I disagree with your 

decision. This funding went 
to groups that need and rely 
on this money to survive. In 
my district alone, you elim-
inated funding for such 
groups as the Bayside Little 
League, Bayside Historical 
Society and an anti-graffiti 
initiative. These groups are 
not pork.

But I was more dis-
heartened to learn that 
BlackRock, the world’s 
largest investment manag-
er, will be benefiting from 
a tax break that was includ-
ed in this year’s budget. It 
is unfathomable that this 
company, which earned 
$2.3 billion on revenue of 

$9.1 billion and manages 
over $3.5 trillion in assets, 
will receive a tax break es-
timated to be worth at least 
$5 million while a neigh-
borhood Little League can-
not receive a $5,000 grant.

Your characterization 
that these were new budget-
ary grants is a distraction 
from the truth that these 
monies were allocated to 
specific communities. We 
should be helping these 
youth groups, senior cen-
ters, cultural organizations 
and Little Leagues that pro-
vide essential services, not 
companies that cater to and 
are part of the 1 percent.

Tony Avella
State Senator

(D-Bayside)CORRECTION
In the April 26-May 2 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers, the secretary of the Queens Conservative Party should have been identified as Audrey Neilan 
in a Focus on Queens photograph.

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger
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Dishing 
with Dee

L
ast week I had one of 
the most interesting 
days I’ve had in quite 
some time. It was the 

Queens Chamber of Com-
merce’s annual Albany 
Legislative Lobby Day. It is 
its annual bus trip where 
it transports all interested 
chamber members to Al-
bany to petition the legis-
lators for help in solving 
Queens problems.

We met in the Queens 
Chamber’s offices April 
25 in the Bulova Center at 
6 a.m., where it had coffee 
and orange juice waiting 
for us. In addition, it hand-

ed everyone a brown paper 
bag containing a bagel, 
cream cheese and jelly and 
banana. We were told we 
could take an extra cup of 
coffee with us on the bus.

The bus left at 6:30 a.m. 
and we arrived in Albany 
at 9:30 a.m. We cued up in 
a coffee shop in the lobby 
of the Legislative Building 
where we were divided into 
three groups of five. The 
groups were then assigned 
original titles: A, B and C.

We were given a 
printed fact sheet with the 
names of our crew mem-
bers and our time schedule, 
as well as the legislators 
our team was supposed to 
visit. The meetings with 
the legislators were sched-
uled at 15-minute intervals. 
We started at 10 a.m. and 
we finished up at noon.

We then all met for 
lunch and recounted to one 

another the responses we 
received from the legisla-
tors. Each team met with 
seven different legislators 
times three teams equals 
21 electeds we were able to 
visit.

We were given a stack 
of a printed three-page 
list of the issues that were 
important to the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce 
and expressed our hopes 
that the legislators would 
consider the issues. Most 
of the proposed legislative 
plans were more long-term 
rather than short-term. The 
chamber believes Queens 
businesses are slowly im-
proving and bringing new 
opportunities for growth 
within the region.

Topic 1 was tourism. 
Tourism is an economic 
driver in New York City. 
The chamber fully supports 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 

plan to build the nation’s 
largest convention center 
at Aqueduct Race Track.

Topic 2 was health 
care. The chamber ap-
plauds Cuomo’s creating 
the New York Health Ben-
efit Exchange, which will 
allow New York to have 
greater control over how 
federal health care reform 
will affect its citizens.

Topic 3 was economic 
development. The Queens 
Chamber of Commerce 
supports an increase in 
funding and the extension 
of the motion picture and 
television industry tax in-
centives in the state.

Topic 4 was Energy. 
The chamber opposes the 
expansion of coverage of 
Labor Law Article 9 to cov-
er all contracted service 
employees. Utility custom-
ers would be required to 
subsidize mandated wage 

rates that apply to just one 
class of workers and face 
increased energy bills. 
This bill will harm small 
and minority-owned busi-
nesses.

Topic 5 was regula-
tory reforms. The chamber 
would like to see estab-
lished medical malprac-
tice caps. The chamber 
supports a cap of $250,000 
on non-economic damage 
awards, which would then 
reduce hospital and physi-
cian premiums across the 
state by 24 percent.

The chamber supports 
comprehensive and mean-
ingful no-fault insurance 
reform. New Yorkers cur-
rently pay the fourth-high-
est premiums in the nation 
for auto insurance. No-fault 
fraud costs New Yorkers 
more than $200 million in 
2010 and continues to in-
crease.

The chamber opposes 
congestion pricing and 
the imposition of tolls on 
free bridges, user fees, 
increased street parking 
costs and high occupancy 
requirements for all vehi-
cles in New York City. Any 
congestion pricing scheme 
would result in an addition-
al annual loss of billions of 
dollars in economic output, 
tens of thousands of jobs 
and hundreds of millions in 
city and state tax revenues.

As you can see, the 
Queens Chamber of Com-
merce is diligent in protect-
ing the interest of Queens 
businesses whether they 
be large, medium or small. 
Queens is a borough of 
many small businesses, the 
engine for providing most 
of our local jobs.

Thank you, Queens 
Chamber, for all the won-
derful work you do.

Queens Chamber take boro issues to legislators in Albany

Party power comes from voter turnout, not enrollment

T
he latest political 
party enrollment fig-
ures as of April show 
the Democratic Party 

with a considerably higher 
number of registered vot-
ers than the Republican 
Party in New York state.

The statewide totals 
show Democrats with 
5,649,934 members. The 
statewide totals for Republi-
cans, also as of April, show 
2,826,913 members.

On the basis of these 
numbers, the Democrats 
should dominate the elec-
toral process in much of 
the state. Here in Queens, 
Democrats hold most of the 
elective offices, including 

all state Assembly and state 
Senate offices, all but one 
congressional seat and all 
but two City Council seats.

That was not always 
true. If we go back to the 
early 1970s, the Queens 
Republican Party had six 
members in the Assem-
bly and two in the Senate. 
During the last 35 years, 
however, there has been 
a significant increase in 
Democratic Party enroll-
ment.

Most of the newly ar-
rived immigrant popula-
tions, when they become 
politically active, enroll 
as Democrats, although 
Queens Republicans in 
recent years have made 
efforts to change that situ-
ation by encouraging new 
citizens to support Republi-
can candidates.

Most Republican candi-
dates need the endorsement 
of the Conservative Party 
to have a viable chance of 

winning an election. That 
is true in New York City. 
The state Conservative 
Party only has a statewide 
registration of 150,703, a 
small entity compared to 
Republican registration, 
much less Democratic reg-
istration.

Even so, Election Day 
in the fall is when the Con-
servative Party brings in 
total votes sometimes far in 
excess of its total registra-
tion in any given electoral 
district. One classic exam-
ple of the strength occurred 
in 1980, when former As-
semblyman Doug Prescott 
won his first race by 1,505 
votes and, although Con-
servative Party registra-
tion in Prescott’s 26th As-
sembly District was close 
to 2,000, the Conservative 
Party vote total that year 
was 3,500, which gave him 
the margin of victory.

The Independence 
Party, which presently has 

a statewide registration 
of 447,170 — which is con-
siderably higher than the 
Conservative Party — is 
not getting the vote totals 
the Conservative Party is 
getting. For example, Con-
servatives occupy Row C 
on the ballot and got more 
votes for governor in 2010 
than the Independence 
Party. The Independence 
Party after 2011 fell back 
from Row C to Row E on the 
ballot.

One conclusion that 
can be made from these 
votes is that it is not how 
many people are registered 
with a political party but 
how many people turn out 
on Election Day to vote on a 
particular party line.

That is also the situ-
ation with the Working 
Families Party. That party, 
as of April, has only 44,412 
citizens registered, which 
is less than one-third of 
registered Conservative 

Party members. Yet Work-
ing Families presently has 
Row D, ahead of the Inde-
pendence Party, which has 
about 10 times the number 
of party members as the 
Working Families Party.

In 2009, Republican 
Dan Halloran and then-
Republican Peter Koo ran 
for the Council. They both 
had Conservative and In-
dependence party endorse-
ments and they both won. 
In the case of Halloran, he 
defeated Democrat Kevin 
Kim by about 1,300 votes. 
This year, Halloran is run-
ning for Congress with Re-
publican and Conservative 
endorsements.

The Independence 
Party seems to be support-
ing Assemblywoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) for the 
seat formerly held by U.S. 
Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-
Bayside), who will be retir-
ing.

There were rumors, 

however, of primary chal-
lenges to Meng, possibly 
from Halloran. At present, 
petition challenges are go-
ing on in the congressional 
district. With eight Demo-
crats at present submitting 
petitions and one Republi-
can — Halloran — we will 
see what the field looks like 
after petition challenges 
are completed.

At the meeting of the 
Queens Tea Party, Wendy 
Long, the Republican con-
servative candidate for 
U.S. Senate, and Republi-
can conservative Stephen 
Labate, candidate in the 
3rd Congressional District, 
which covers part of east-
ern Queens, were guest 
speakers. They were well-
received by the guests as 
they continued their cam-
paigns.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action

COLUMNS
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or me, civic involve-
ment is about ac-
countability, trans-
parency, honesty and 

integrity in the political 
process. Elected officials 
are not royalty and need 
not be revered. They are 
paid handsomely for their 
services, have the best 
medical insurance avail-
able and receive generous 
pensions — all provided by 
taxpayers.

Their job is to run a 
fiscally sound government 
and work for the communi-
ties they represent. Grand-

standing, political oppor-
tunism and disingenuous 
outrage are telltale signs to 
me of buyer’s remorse.

The public persona of 
most elected officials have 
been crafted by taxpayer-
funded handlers, letter 
writers, newsletter mail-
ings and paid staffers that 
do their bidding. Take a 
little time to look beyond 
the surface and the well-
orchestrated press confer-
ences and something dif-
ferent emerges.

We can get a clue into 
this by examining the re-
cent announcement by state 
Assemblyman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows) 
that he is a congressional 
candidate in the primary 
race for U.S. Rep. Gary Ack-
erman’s (D-Bayside) seat.

Lancman blasted the 
Queens Democratic orga-

nization for “injecting a 
fraudulent candidate into 
the race” and “cynically 
fleecing Jewish voters with 
a sham candidacy.” After 
Jeffrey Gottlieb announced 
he would run, Lancman al-
leged that local Democrats 
were attempting to deceive 
Jewish voters in the dis-
trict and siphon votes away 
from him.

Patronizing state-
ments about Jewish voters 
are insulting. Lancman’s 
campaign manager went 
so far as to call Gottlieb’s 
candidacy a “malicious” 
scheme “designed to ma-
nipulate the electoral pro-
cess.”

Is Lancman seriously 
suggesting that Jewish 
voters are incapable of dif-
ferentiating between can-
didates and automatically 
voting for the one with the 

Jewish name? Does Lanc-
man believe that only he 
can represent people of his 
faith and that he is justified 
in excoriating a candidate 
because he has a Jewish-
sounding name and has 
chosen to challenge him in 
a primary?

Such pejorative state-
ments by Lancman un-
mask a carefully polished 
public persona and belie a 
contorted view of his con-
stituents.

Continuing the unre-
lenting assault on Gottlieb, 
Team Lancman called him 
a “hack” and dug up unsa-
vory news media accounts 
of Gottlieb that occurred 
more than 40 years ago. 
Gottlieb has now decided to 
pull out of the race. There 
is a limit to how much mud-
slinging someone can take.

According to the lo-

cal press, Gottlieb was in-
stalled in a taxpayer-funded 
patronage job at the Board 
of Elections by the Queens 
Democratic organization. 
Lancman has given numer-
ous interviews and press 
conferences criticizing the 
county organization’s at-
tempt to split the Jewish 
vote so its anointed can-
didate, Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
wins. He has called this 
“particularly appalling.”

What is appalling is 
Lancman’s apparent lack 
of concern about these 
taxpayer-funded patronage 
jobs about which he has 
never uttered a word. His 
professed shock that the 
Queens Democratic orga-
nization would participate 
in such a scheme to help 
guarantee a win for their 
preferred candidate is dis-

ingenuous.
Lancman’s mock out-

rage rings hollow, as he 
himself has been an obse-
quious and unquestioning 
insider and loyal field mar-
shal for the same county 
organization he now criti-
cizes. He knows this is 
nothing more than politics-
as-usual, being the product 
of the same organization 
in which he has served the 
role of spoiler for other can-
didates in the past.

Suddenly he is critical 
of this practice because he 
may not be the beneficiary 
this time.

Bob Friedrich is a civic 
leader and president of the 
Glen Oaks Village co-op.

Lancman attack on Queens Dem machine rings hollow
Bob 

Friedrich
n

On Point
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14 Cycle crash kills MTA worker at Roy Wilkins Park
BY TREVINA NICHOLSON

 
 Always seen as the 

life of the party, Simon P. 
George was loved by all.

On Saturday, funeral 
services were held at J. Fos-
ter Phillips in St. Albans 
for the 50-year-old Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority employee, who died 
April 21 on the same block 
where he lived all his life.

According to close 
friends, George was on 
118th Road heading out to 
run an errand when his 
motorcycle gave out and 
crashed into the fence at 
Roy Wilkins Park.

FDNY officials said 
they received a call about 
4:51 p.m. about a motor-
cycle crash on the corner 
of Merrick Boulevard and 
118th Road. It was there 
George was found lying in 
the grass of Roy Wilkins 
Park, with metal pieces of 

his motorcycle scattered 
across the ground.

Officials said George, 
the father of five, was pro-
nounced dead at Jamaica 

Hospital.
 George’s best friend of 

40 years, Bryan Lucas, who 
works for the city Sanita-
tion Department, spoke of 

the passing of his longtime 
friend.

Standing in front of 
his home, he recalled all 
the fun times they had as 

young boys.
“He was well-liked by 

everybody,” he said.
Tameka Cotman, a 

friend, said she was one of 
the last people to have spo-
ken to George before the 
accident.

“He was a nice person, 
so sweet,” she said. “Every 
time he would come to see 
Bryan, he would stop by 
and talk to me.”

 George had been rid-
ing bikes for only about a 
year, according to those 
who knew him. 

Friends from the 
neighborhood, those who 
had moved away and MTA 
representatives all showed 
their respect to George at 
the funeral.

“Simon was a dedi-
cated, dependable and well-
respected LIRR employee 
who truly cared about cus-
tomers, his co-workers and 
the LIRR. During his more 

than 25-year career here, he 
worked his way up from a 
car appearance maintainer 
to a supervisor in our cus-
tomer service department,” 
said Helena Williams, pres-
ident of the Long Island 
Rail Road. “In everything 
he did, Simon exemplified 
the best traditions of the 
LIRR. We extend our heart-
felt condolences to his fam-
ily for this tragic loss.”

George leaves behind 
a wife and five children: 
three boys and two girls.

“He was a friend 
amongst friends, brother 
amongst brothers. All that 
knew him loved him,” said 
Ernest S. O’Bryan. “He 
touched so many lives. The 
same block he walked up 
and down on for years is 
the same block his last trip 
was on.”

Flowers and candles are placed at a makeshift memorial on Merrick Boulevard in memory of Simon 
George. Photo by Trevina Nicholson

Greening SE Queens
Between 30 and 40 students pitched in to 
plant 10 trees and five shrubs at Queens 
High School for the Sciences at York 
College last Thursday. (Clockwise from top 
l.) Organizers Biance Chakravorty (l.) and 
Ivy Zhang dig a hole for one of the trees; 
juniors (l.-r.) Christian Arroyo, Jeremy Wu 
and Julian Davis plant a tree; Anthony 
Yang (l.) and Richard Liu do their part; stu-
dents use their feet; and Kyeong Chang and 
Dana Kim add fertilizer to the soil. 
Photos by Nykeema Williams and Christina Santucci
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 3

-9
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

JT

16

Preschool and Kindergar-
ten next door to the scene 
of the fire, but could not 
comment on whether or not 
there was any permanent 
structural damage to its 
building.

Onlookers gathered 
around the scene during 
the afternoon as a skid load-
er pushed charred building 
remains into a pile where 
the store’s red and white 
awning lay upside down on 
the street.

John Ehler said he was 
in the neighborhood visit-
ing friends when he heard 
a loud explosion rock the 
block in the early morning 
hours.

“It sent a refrigerator 
flying into the roadway,” 
he said. “The roll-up door 
got blown out onto the road, 
too.”

Ehler said that until 
recently, the bodega was 
clad in scaffolding as it un-
derwent renovations, which 
included a newly installed 

grill, stove and hot-food 
tray with a new exhaust 
vent leading from the side 
of the building all the way 
up to the roof. He suggested 
the explosion may have 
been caused by a faulty gas 
connection.

The two floors above, 
he said, were newly reno-
vated apartments. He said 

there were signs outside 
the building advertising 
rooms for rent, but no one 
had been occupying them 
at the time of the fire.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

loss of John Adams and Richmond Hill 
high schools, saying both have long histo-
ries in their respective neighborhoods. He 
also expressed hope the DOE would accept 
the community’s input when it comes to re-
structuring these schools.

“My paramount concern is to provide 
our students with a sound education upon 
which they can build their dreams of high-
er education and occupations,” Addabbo 
said. “Now that the DOE panel has made 
its decision, I think we should reflect that 
all people involved in this decision should 
remain open to ways to listen to and to use 
community input and feedback.”

The senator also said in the coming 
months that he will work on getting an-
swers for faculty and students concerned 
about what turnaround will do to their 
school.

Seth Welins, chairman of education 
and youth services with Community Board 
9 — covering Richmond Hill, Woodhaven, 
Kew Gardens and Ozone Park —  said the 
DOE should have focused on ways to im-
prove the schools, including lowering class 
sizes at what he believes is an overcrowded 
Richmond Hill HS.

“When a school is having difficulty, 
the first thing that should be addressed is 
class size,” said Welins. “That didn’t hap-
pen here and now we are left with teach-

ers and students preoccupied with other 
things besides academics.”

City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village) said the decision to 
close the schools ultimately disrupts any 
headway the schools have made toward 
educating young minds.

“The closure of Richmond Hill HS 
will disrupt a great deal of progress that 
has been made in the last three years and 
set thousands of young adults at a disad-
vantage,” she said. “Shutting down schools 
with experienced and effective educators 
is not the way to improve our education 
system.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco by e-mail 
at smosco@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4546.

NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA’S
®

PET ADOPTATHON
ANNOUNCING OUR NEWEST PET AMBASSADOR: SCOOBY-DOO!
FUN UNDER THE TENT - Sat., May 5 & Sun., May 6
• Meet Scooby-Doo • Photo with Scooby-Doo • Puppy Training Tips • Meet our Foster Care Animals • Pet Toy
• Raffles • Activities & Games • Coloring Books • Sand Art • Face Painting • Plants for Sale • Build a Pet
• Balloon Sculptures • Purina’s Incredible Dog Team • Kitty Cat Café • Kid’s Crafts Corner
• Mutt-i-grees® Marketplace …And much, much more!

25 Davis Ave., Port Washington, NY 11050 • www.AnimalLeague.org • 516.883.7575

WIN A TRIP TO WARNER BROS. STUDIOS
One lucky adopter can win a trip for four (4) to Los Angeles,
California for a special Warner Bros. Studios VIP Studio
Tour-the home of Scooby-Doo. (See AnimalLeague.org for official rules.)

36 HOUR ADOPTION EVENT
9AM SAT. MAY 5 THRU 9PM SUN. MAY 6, 2012

Presenting
Sponsor:

Supporting
Sponsors:

OVER 700 DOGS, CATS, PUPPIES & KITTENS AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION!
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COME AND MEET CELEBRITIES!

TANYA MARCHIOL
HGTV Personality

“Bang for Your Buck”

BRAD SMITH
Buffalo Bills

Wide Receiver

RENEE FELICE SMITH
NCIS: Los Angeles

Actor

'

Continued from Page 1 Continued from Page 1

Fire August Martin

Workers clean debris from a building on Hempstead Avenue after 
it was gutted by a fire. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Timothy James, a spokesman for state 
Sen. Shirley Huntley, speaks at the city 
Panel for Educational Policy meeting. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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said.
Mosaver said the lo-

cation on Liberty Avenue 
used to be a restaurant he 
owned called New York 
Fried Chicken.  He said he 
spent upward of $500,000 
to renovate it and another 
Smoke BBQ Pit restaurant 
he owns on Merrick Bou-
levard in Springfield Gar-
dens.

“There’s nothing like 
this in Jamaica, the food, 
the design,” he said.

The interior of the 
eatery is clad in reclaimed 
timber, with one interior 
wall adorned with a fiery 
stained-glass mural remi-
niscent of his Springfield 

Garden restaurant, which 
has added an extra room 
that can seat up to 80 peo-
ple, he said.

Mosaver said that after 
emigrating from Afghani-
stan in 1978, he owned a 
number of chain restau-
rants, including a Dunkin’ 
Donuts and a Nathan’s, but 
his true passion lie in low-
and-slow cooked Southern 
barbecue.

“I traveled all over the 
South, to Georgia and Ar-
kansas,” he said. “I’ve got 
hundreds of menus. There’s 
a stack in my office.”

The prize of his kitch-
en is his stainless steel 
smoker, which uses the in-
direct heat from burning 

hickory and apple woods 
to slow cook his entrees for 
hours — up to 18 for tender 
beef brisket.

While the dining room 
in Jamaica is much small-
er than his restaurant in 
Springfield Gardens, the 
location does have a seat-
ing area outside that can fit 
up to 25.

Mosaver said he was 
looking for good references 
from prospective employ-
ees and appreciative of the 
help he got from Wills.

“He’s a good reference 
for someone to use,” he 
said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 2

New BBQ Bloomy unveils green outerboro liveries

Along with city Taxi and Limousine 
Commissioner David Yassky, Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg announced Sunday that 
the long-anticipated, outerborough-exclu-
sive livery cabs would be green.

The new cabs, which Bloomberg com-
pared to the color of an apple, will be able 
to legally pick up street hails in Queens, 
Brooklyn, the Bronx and Staten Island, as 
well as Manhattan north of East 96th and 
West 110th streets.

After many months of deliberation 

and outcry from yellow cab drivers, Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo signed state legislation 
creating 18,000 permits for the new class 
of cabs.

“Apple Green is very fitting for the 
new boro taxis,” Yassky said in a state-
ment. “It’s pleasing to the eye, easy to see 
from a distance and blends well with the 
urban landscape.”

— Rebecca Henely

Boro senior center offers many services

The United Hindu Senior Center at 118-09 Sutter Ave. in South Ozone Park 
offers free vegetarian lunches, health promotion, nutrition education, cards and 
games, mammograms and blood pressure screenings.

In addition, the center provides transportation for many seniors via bus.
For further information, call 718-323-8900.
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St. Mary’s Kids battle complex medical conditions every day, including 
cerebral palsy, cancer, HIV/AIDS, stroke, and developmental disability. 
Come out and show your support on May 20th. They’re counting on you! 

WALK FOR ST.  MARY’S KIDS!

&  FAMILY
       FUN DAY

Sunday, May 20, 2012  ü  Fort Totten Park, Bayside
Registration: Walk: 10am  

Sign up to be a Walker, Team Captain, or Sponsor
Register at http://events.stmaryskids.org/walk2012  

Call 718-281-8890 for more information.

SPONSORED BY

BY REBECCA HENELY

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
blasted a House Republican 
proposal to cut the Social 
Services Block Grant, say-
ing the plan could mean se-
nior centers in the city and 
across the country could be 
forced to close.

“I don’t think that this 
center is wasteful spend-
ing,” Crowley told a crowd 
of more than 150 at the 
Elmhurst-Jackson Heights 
Senior Center, at 75-01 
Broadway in Elmhurst.

Crowley, who sits on 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee, said the Repub-
lican members had intro-
duced legislation to get rid 
of the grant program per-
manently.

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Servic-
es website says the grant, 
which was $1.7 billion in 
fiscal year 2011, gives fund-
ing to programs for adults, 

people with disabilities and 
children. These services 
can include everything 
from adoption and case 
management to transpor-
tation and home-delivered 
meals. It also helps abused 
children.

New York City re-
ceives $63.9 million from 
the program, Crowley’s of-
fice said.

The congressman said 
the grant used to have bi-
partisan support, but has 
been proposed for elimina-
tion as a federal budget-
cutting measure. Crowley 
characterized the proposed 
cut as the destroyer of an 
important safety net.

He said while cuts 
should be made, they should 
be focused on increasing 
taxes paid by richer resi-
dents or cutting defense 
spending.

“There needs to be a 
responsibility from the fed-
eral government to help our 
most vulnerable,” he said.

Crowley was joined at 
the center by representa-
tives of numerous organi-
zations to help seniors, in-
cluding city Department for 
the Aging Commissioner 
Lilliam Barrios-Paoli, who 

said the grant program ac-
counts for a third of the 
department’s funding and 
could force the agency to 
close more than 100 senior 
centers.

“It’s a really, really 

serious issue for us,” she 
said.

Suleika Cabrera-Dri-
ane, president of the Insti-
tute for Puerto Rican/His-
panic Elderly, said the cuts 
would be disastrous for the 

one out of three seniors 
who live below poverty 
level in New York City and 
who rely on the services of 
senior centers.

“This is sometimes the 
only meal that the seniors 
have every day,” Cabrera-
Driane said.

Bobbie Sackman, of 
the Council of Senior Cen-
ters and Services, said she 
was also enraged by the 
proposal, which she said 
would put more of a burden 
on seniors.

“We seem to have one 
party in Washington that 
just says, ‘Suck it up,’” she 
said.

Crowley said like the 
threatened cuts to the pub-
lic transportation funding 
stream, the cuts seemed to 
be an effort to undermine 
President Barack Obama 
in anticipation of the 2012 
election.

“It’s an all-or-nothing 
war that’s going on right 
now,” Crowley said.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (second from l.) criticized a GOP plan to cut grant funding for various servic-
es for the elderly at a visit to the Elmhurst/Jackson Heights Senior Center. City Aging Commissioner 
Lilliam Barrios-Paoli (c.) joined him. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Crowley decries House GOP plan for senior cuts
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www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Open House  Saturday, May 5 at 1 pm
• Learn about our Degree & Internship Programs 

 • Presentations & Demonstrations in our Professional Studios
  • Meet with Admissions & Financial Aid Representatives

   • Scholarships Available  

Five Towns College

Summer Classes & Workshops for High School Students  
 July 2 - August 10

  Summer Programs for Graduate Students  
   July 2 - August 10

    Summer College Programs   
     May 21 - July 20

Red dresses fi ll Citi Field in hopes of scoring for heart health
 Organization fi lls dugout to warn women of potential illness ahead of yearly fund-raising event 
BY REBECCA HENELY

A local committee to 
raise awareness of women’s 
heart disease gathered at 
Citi Field Monday morning 
in preparation for its fifth 
annual fund-raising din-
ner.

“It’s the No. 1 killer 
of women in Queens and 
across the country,” said 
Jessica DiMeo, spokeswom-
an for the American Heart 
Association.

The Queens and Long 
Island chapter of Go Red for 
Women, an initiative of the 
American Heart Associa-
tion, is holding a $125-plate 
dinner Tuesday, May 15, 
from 3:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at 
Terrace on the Park, at 52-
11 111th St. in Flushing.

In anticipation for the 
event, the committee mem-
bers wore red dresses — 
the symbol of the campaign 

— or red ties and went out 
on the baseball diamond 
and in one of the dugouts 
at Citi Field. The New York 
Mets baseball team, which 
plays out of the Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park sta-
dium, is one of the major 
corporate sponsors of the 
dinner.

Others include New 
York Hospital Queens and 
News Corp., which owns 
TimesLedger Newspapers.

The dinner will in-
clude silent and Chinese 
auctions as well as women 
speakers who have suf-
fered from strokes and 
heart problems. Dr. Diane 
Sixsmith, chairwoman of 
emergency medicine at 
New York Hospital Queens 
in Flushing and the fifth 
annual dinner, said the 
committee hoped to raise 
$100,000 after costs for the 
event.

The money will be 
used to fund education pro-
grams about the disease.

“I feel very happy be-
cause Queens is a very eth-
nically diverse community 
and getting the message 
across to many different 

people is important,” Six-
smith said.

She said while heart 
disease is deadly, it is pre-
ventable with lifestyle 
changes. She encouraged 
women to get their blood 
pressure and cholesterol 

levels checked regularly, to 
exercise three to four times 
a week, to eat healthily and 
visit the doctor once a year.

Go Red for Women 
hopes to reduce heart dis-
ease and strokes by 20 per-
cent by 2020.

In addition to the fund-
raising, the dinner will also 
honor three women.

One of the honorees, 
Pat Thompson, of Bom-
bradier, which operates the 
AirTrain to John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport 
in Jamaica, said she was 
humbled to be recognized 
and planned to use the 
honors to educate women, 
especially in minority com-
munities.

“I thought about what I 
could do after the 15th, be-
cause to me that’s more im-
portant,” Thompson said.

More information 
about the Go Red campaign 
can be found at goredfor-
women.org.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

The committee for the Go Red for Women fifth annual fund-raising dinner lines up in the dugout at 
Citi Field. The New York Mets are a key sponsor of the event. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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Deluge Restaurant at the
Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel

135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing, NY 
For Reservations & Info. Call 718-670-7400 

or visit www.delugerestaurant.com

*All prices are subject to 8.875% New York State sales tax and 15%gratuity (18% for parties of 6 or more).

VIP Members Enjoy a 10% discount when reserving in advance at www.delugerestaurant.com
COMPLIMENTARY PARKING FOR UP TO 3 HOURS

LIVE 
MUSIC

Manhattan Clam Chowder
Crisp Romaine & Fresh Field Greens

Grilled Marinated Vegetable Platter
Green Bean Salad

 Alaska King Crab Legs

CHEF-ATTENDED ACTION STATIONS

Assorted Fresh Made Sushi Rolls
Peking Duck with Buns

Sesame Pancake with Beef

Roasted Leg of Lamb, Mint Jelly
Roasted Sirloin, Horseradish Mayonnaise

Our Chef’s Selection of Homemade 
Sauces Paired with Pasta Favorites

French Chicken, with Mushroom Ragout
Salmon, with Roasted Red Pepper Sauce

Saffron-Infused Seafood Paella
Stir-Fried Chinese Vegetables

“Pot of Gold” Tofu with Sautéed Greens
Herb-Roasted Potatoes

Assortment of Miniature French 
and Italian Pastries Prepared to Order 

and Served Family Style
Complimentary Non-Alcoholic Beverages

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing
New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Sunday, May 6 at 3:00 PM   FREE ADMISSION
Jason D. Antos discusses his latest book, 
“Flushing: Then and Now”
Author and staff reporter-photographer for the 
Queens Gazette, Jason D. Antos will discuss his 
latest published book, “Flushing: Then and Now.” 
Visitors will have a unique opportunity to share their 
memories of Flushing while viewing this most recent addition to Arcadia 
Press’ series, “Then and Now.” 

Sunday, May 20 at 2:30 PM   FREE TOUR AND CONCERT
Second Annual Sacred Sites Open House
Tour at 2:30pm followed by a concert, East Meets 
West. The Conservancy’s Sacred Sites Program 
is the only non-profi t statewide program in the 
nation responding to the unique preservation 
needs of historic religious properties. Moreover, 
the synagogue is the recipient of the fi rst-ever Historic Synagogue Fund 
award: a challenge grant for the restoration of its monumental stained 
glass windows and wood sash.

Sat., May 12 & 19 at 8:00 PM & Sun., May 13 at 3:00 PM
Gypsy - The Musical  Presented by FSF 
Community Theatre Group. For more information 
and tickets, please call (718) 229-8547 or email 
fsfctg@yahoo.com
COST: SATURDAYS $16 
($14 SENIORS 60+ / KIDS 12 & UNDER)
SUNDAY $14 (ALL SEATS)

Wed., May 9, 16, 23 & 30 at 7:30 PM
2012 Adult Education Program Presents: The Evolution of God  
As part of his annual series of adult education programming at Free 
Synagogue, Cantor Steven Pearlston invites you to come and learn 
about, “The Evolution of God.”
COST: NON-MEMBERS $5 PER CLASS / PREPAYMENT OF 5 CLASSES $20

Weekly in May
Saturday:  

Sunday:  

Monday:  
Tuesday:  
Friday:  

 Interfaith/multicultural families 
 Certifi ed teachers

 Individualized attention to students and their needs
Audio link for the hearing impaired for services, ramps, & chair lift to our sanctuary & social hall   

TUITION COST:
$125 a year per family for our religious school and Tot Shabbat program 

“For mine house shall be called a house of prayer for all people” 

Unique hands-on interactive

“Family Jewish Education Program” 

SPECIAL 
OFFER:

“Free Synagogue Membership” 
Including High-Holiday tickets

for families enrolling kids under 10 years of 
age in our religious education program

TUNES AND TRIBUTES FOR YORK FOUNDATION
Councilman Leroy Comrie (l.) accepts the President’s Award from York College President Marcia 
Keizs during the York College Foundation’s 5th Annual Scholarship Benefit Concert, held at 
York Monday night. The event featured a performance by Patti Austin & Trio entitled, “The Ella 
Fitzgerald Tribute.” Photo by Nat Valentine



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 3-9, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

JT

21

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

METROPOLITAN AVE FESTIVAL
Metropolitan Avenue 
at 79th Street 
Queens, NY 

A Cooperative Adoption Program of  
North Shore Animal League America

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

Like us on

facebook.com/TheAnimalLeague

ADOPT A  
MUTT-I-GREE®

A

Home of the Mutt-i-gree®

In Our Hands Rescue &  
North Shore Animal League America

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

The TimesLedger Newspapers has 

launched a website about murders in 

SE Queens. The site includes audio 

slideshows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark
 

  

www.timesledger.com/shots-in-the-dark
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Please join us for a special evening as Elmhurst Hospital Center celebrates 180 years of
providing high-quality healthcare to the community. Proceeds will go to support EHC’s new

Women’s Healthcare Services Pavilion. For more information about Elmhurst Hospital Center’s
180th Anniversary Gala, please call 718.334.3845 or visit www.elmhursthospitalauxiliary.org. 

Individual Tickets: $175
Table of 10: $1,500 

              

Boro support low for a Mohammad federal holiday
BY REBECCA HENELY
 
A Jackson Heights 

imam has been continu-
ing his quest to make the 
Prophet Mohammad’s 
birthday a national holi-
day, although a drive for 
petitions has so far only at-
tracted five names.

“The country will 
come together with me 
and support it,” said Imam 
Mohd Qayyoom, of the Mu-
hammadi Community Cen-
ter of Jackson Heights, at 
37-46 72nd St.

Qayyoom is a Sufi Mus-
lim and a Bangladeshi im-
migrant who has dedicated 
himself to fighting terror-
ism and creating interfaith 
dialogue. In March, he be-
gan a campaign to make 
April 26, the historical 
birthday of Mohammad, a 
holiday and introduced his 
petition, which he plans to 
send to the White House, at 
the Interfaith Harmony and 
World Peace event, which 

was held at his mosque.
The imam has argued 

making the Muslim proph-
et’s birthday a holiday 
would spread the message 
of peace and foster good-
will between practitioners 
of different religions.

“This is a beginning 

and this is an initiative to 
promote peace,” Qayyoom 
said.

Five people have 
signed the petition, in-
cluding City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights); Steve Knobel, 
president of the Jewish 

Center of Jackson Heights; 
and leaders of other faiths.

Knobel said many of 
the center’s Muslim neigh-
bors are friendly and that 
Muslims should be able to 
have a holiday like Chris-
tians have Christmas.

“If it’s a free day and 

the banks are closed and I 
don’t have to cover checks 
and everyone is off and 
there’s no alternate-side 
parking, I’m for it,” Knobel 
said.

But the Rev. Iakovos 
Koutsakis, head of the Sts. 
Constantine and Helen 
Orthodox Church, at 37-57 
72nd St., on the same block 
as the imam’s mosque, said 
through a Greek-to-English 
interpreter that he did not 
understand the petition 
he had signed and he had 
no opinion on whether or 
not Mohammad’s birthday 
should be a holiday.

When TimesLedger 
Newspapers originally re-
ported on Qayyoom’s cam-
paign, the story received 
more than 100 comments 
on the timesledger.com 
website, most of which were 
against the idea. Qayyoom’s 
petition also received a neg-
ative response from numer-
ous right-wing blogs.

Qayyoom, who is in 

favor of the NYPD’s moni-
toring of Muslim groups 
and is against the Park51 
mosque that was planned 
to be built in Manhattan 
near the World Trade Cen-
ter site, said the type of 
Islam he practices is un-
like the Islam practiced by 
radicals.

He also said he did 
not want the United States 
to impose Shariah law, 
which is a code of conduct 
for Muslims based on the 
Quran and has formed the 
basis of laws in some Mus-
lim governments in the 
Middle East. 

“We are practicing our 
prayer, we are doing all the 
things that we need to do,” 
Qayyoom said. “We don’t 
need Sharia law.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Syed Shakeel (c.) reads a petition by Imam Mohd Qayyoom (second from l.) to make the historical 
birth date of the Prophet Mohammad a U.S. holiday. Photo courtesy Qayyoom
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates offered to first
500 Customers till June 4.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

City Council passes living wage bill 45-5

The City Council passed a bill 
Monday to raise the minimum wage 
for employees of private companies re-
ceiving large sums of city funds, over-
riding Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
veto, but three Queens councilmen 
said no.

Councilmen Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone), Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) and Peter Vallone Jr. (D-Asto-
ria) were three of only five Council 
members to vote against living wage 
legislation, which would require 
private firms that get $1 million or 
more in city subsidies to pay their 
employees a minimum of $10 an hour 
with supplemental health benefits or 
$11.50 without benefits. The legisla-
tion is expected to benefit 600 work-
ers a year.

The vote was an override of an 
April 25 veto of the bill by Bloomberg. 
The other two City Councilmen who 
voted against the legislation were 
Council Minority Leader James Oddo 
(R-Staten Island) and Councilman 
Vincent Ignizio (R-Staten Island).

State Assemblyman Rory Lanc-

man (D-Fresh Meadows) slammed 
Halloran for his vote. Both are run-
ning for the same congressional seat.

“Mr. Halloran’s ‘no’ vote on the 
living wage bill in the City Council 
was a slap in the face to working New 
Yorkers desperately struggling to get 
by in this economy,” Lancman said in 
a statement.

Halloran fired back in a state-
ment of his own Tuesday, arguing 
that raising the wage floor prevents 
businesses from creating more jobs.

“Perhaps if the government 
stopped taking 40 percent of work-
ing people’s paychecks in taxes, they 
could survive on this so-called ‘living 
wage,’” Halloran said.

Lancman accused Halloran of 
being a corporate shill later in the 
day.

“The living wage bill also stops 
the race to the bottom, where compa-
nies compete with each other to pay 
their workers less and less in wages 
in benefits,” he said.

— Rebecca Henely
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WAH Center
(Williamsburgh Art and Historical Center)

is pleased to present
Spring Fling International Juried Art Show

Saturday, April 21st - Sunday, May 27th

135 Broadway, Bedford and Broadway

718-486-6012 or 718-486-7372

Orpheus in the Forest, (4’ by 6’), oil
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TO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DININGTO THE ARTS, ENTERTAITO THE ARTS, ENTERTAI

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Imagine and explore. Learn and won-
der. All things are possible at the New 
York Hall of Science in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park as the highly interactive 
Animation exhibition, which opened in 
March, amazes visitors through Sept. 2.

The 6,000-square-foot exhibition 
features popular Cartoon Network char-
acters as a backdrop to exciting installa-
tions showcasing six thematic areas, like 
History and Art in Motion. Families can 
enjoy the screening room and cartoon 
museum, where clips of cartoon favorites 
are shown daily, while artifacts like cellu-
loids, models and storyboard drawings re-
veal animation’s interesting back story.

Animation’s history comes alive at 
the old-fashioned Penny Arcade, where 
museum visitors can have fun “crank-
ing” out moving pics using a vintage mu-
toscope or spin 3D objects into a single 
animation using a praxinoscope.

Since 1889, when super-inventor 

Thomas Edison’s kinetoscope jumpstart-
ed the medium by projecting a 50-foot 
length of film in about 13 seconds, the 
journey of animation has been a fascinat-
ing one, filled with many “Aha!” moments 
and a steady progression of discoveries 
that led to today’s computer-generated 
animations.

In an attempt to creatively manipu-
late motion, Edison’s frustrated succes-
sors took the torch and experimented 
with new ideas. In 1906, Stuart Blackton’s 
“Humorous phases of funny faces,” cre-
ated by drawing comical faces on a black-
board and filming them, was celebrated 
as the first animated film.

In 1914, Winsor McCay’s 10,000 
drawings resulted in an actual cartoon. 

“Gertie, The Trained Dinosaur” drew 
gasps of disbelief when it was shown as 
a film in theaters, and then as the first 
multi-media event of its time, as McCay 
interacted with Gertie on stage.

“Animation gives a behind-the-
scenes look at a medium that amazes and 
inspires people,” said the museum’s Dan 
Wempa, vice president of external affairs. 
“The exhibition takes you from concept to 
finished product. You’ll learn about story-
boarding, character design and drawing 
techniques.”

After dramatic strides that ultimate-
ly turned the medium on its head, Felix 
the Cat took animation one giant step fur-
ther in 1920, becoming the most popular 
character and series of the time, and a 

beloved classic to many modern fans. The 
feline phenom paved the way for another, 
more profitable concept: the merchandis-
ing of animated characters.

In 1923, Walt and Roy Disney founded 
Disney Brothers Cartoon Studio.

Ask a group of hip kids about Mickey 
Mouse, Donald Duck and Porky Pig, and 
they’ll probably tell you they’ve got noth-
ing on Scooby-Doo, The Powerpuff Girls, 
The Flintstones, “Dexter’s Laboratory,” 
and Johnny Bravo — some of Turner 
Broadcasting’s Cartoon Network’s well-
known characters and shows. At the mu-
seum’s “Dexter’s Laboratory” exhibit, 
visitors probe into the science and tech-
nology that make animation possible.

Remember “Steamboat Willie?” In 
1928, Mickey Mouse found international 
fame in this role, as the first successful 
sound animated film launched the Disney 
studio of today. Then, in 1934, that unfor-
gettable Donald Duck voice we all know 
and love, debuted on Mickey Mouse’s NBC 

Continued on Page 28

The New York Hall of 
Science’s Animation ex-
hibit lets you bring car-
toon characters to life. 

Photo by Shimpei Takeda
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Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Where but Queens 
would you see a restaurant 
touting “Italian ·American 
· Nepali · Indian Food”? On 
Broadway in Woodside, just 
such a sign caught my eye at 
the Woodside Café Bar and 
Restaurant. Our curios-
ity was piqued, only to find 
out that they’ve thrown in 
the towel on Italian food 
while pizza, promoted by a 
“2 slices and a can of soda 
for $3” sign in the window 
is also on its way out. And 
the word “bar” in the name 
is a cruel joke, as they don’t 
serve alcohol. What they do 
serve is the cuisine of the 
Newari, an indigenous peo-
ple of the Katmandu valley 
of Nepal.

The area where Wood-
side and Jackson Heights 
rub shoulders has become 
something of a little Ne-
pal, with Tibetan-style res-
taurants popping up like 
dandelions in spring. But 
what is offered at Wood-

side Café differs dramati-
cally from the 
rather bland 
fare favored 
by the Tibetan expats of 
Nepal. Newari food is seri-
ously spicy, and relies on a 
great variety of vegetables. 
The staple of choice is baji, 
(beaten rice) which tastes 
like crunchy rice. It is made 
by taking cooked white rice 
and pounding it flat and 
then allowing it to dry. Our 
server confided that it is fa-
vored by Newaris because it 
has an indefinite shelf life, 
and is given out for free at 
the many festivals observed 
in Nepal. Newaris, also ac-
cording to our server, are 
both Hindu and Buddhist, 
and most recognize the dei-
ties of both religions.

The best way to dive 
into Newari cuisine is to 
begin with an order of Sa-
may Baji, a tasty sampler 
of Newari apps. A base of 
baji supports portions of 
black-eyed peas, chick peas 
and roasted soy beans that 

have a lot in common with 
Japanese wasabe snacks. 
Spicy cubes of potatoes in 
a creamy dressing, equally 
spicy radish pickle, spinach 
and a small mound of roast-
ed chicken or beef surround 
a mini fried lentil cake. The 
potatoes and pickled radish 
are a favored condiment 
with a variety of Newari 
dishes. They turn up with 
practically everything.

Lentil cakes called 
Woh or Bara are ringers 

for latkes, but with a slight 
kick. Two large lentil pan-
cakes come with a serving 
of mutton gravy and a bit of 
salad.

Newaris have their 
own take on momo, those 
meat dumplings so popu-
lar in Tibetan restaurants. 
The version here comes 
with a choice of chicken or 
beef mixed with vegetables 
and spices. They can be 
had steamed, sautéed, or 
fried. We took the middle 

ground with the sautéed, 
which were served with 
two piquant sauces. Even 
though we’ve never met a 
dumpling we didn’t like, we 
must say that these were 
among the tastiest, owing 
to the unique spicing and to 
the interesting mix of veg-
etables in the filling.

A Thali, a popular tra-
ditional style of meal pre-
sentation throughout the 
subcontinent, is another 
good way to snag a sampler 
of Newari fare. A gener-
ous mound of Basmati rice 
dominates a large platter, 
surrounded by an assort-
ment of cooked and raw 
vegetables, spiced kidney 
beans, and the ubiquitous 
potato and radish pickles. 
Bowls of black dal (lentils), 
your choice of curry (chick-
en, pork, mutton, fish, or 
beef), and yogurt accom-
pany. The idea is to mix and 
match as your fancy takes 
you. Nepalis seem to eat 
with a spoon, rather than a 

Newari Mono, Nepalese dumplings, are served up tasty at 
Woodside Café. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Continued on Page 27

Woodside Café: An exotic slice of Nepali cuisine
DINING OUT

Woodside 
Café Bar and 
Restaurant

64-23 Broadway, Woodside, 
NY

(347) 642-3445
www.woodsidecafe.com

Price Range: Apps: $3.50--
$7.95, Mains: $6.95--$11.95
Cuisine: Newmari Nepali

Setting: Old pizzeria 
decorated with Nepali 

carvings.
Service: Slow

Hours: Weekdays 11:30 
am—11:00 p.m. Fri. & Sat.: 

11:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. Closed 
Tuesdays.  

Reservations: no
Alcohol: No

Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Loud recorded 
Nepali pop music is the norm

Handicap accessible: No
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The Music Man — By the 
Andean Players.
When: May 4, 8 pm; May 5, 8 
pm; May 6, 2 pm
Where: St. Andrew Avellino 
Church, 158th Street & Northern 

Boulevard, Flushing

In Laws from Tirana — 
Directed by Ioanna Katsarou. 
Wealthy couple of central 
Greece look to fi nd a good, 

wealthy husband for their 
daughter Liza, who is studying 
in London. When Liza brings 
her boyfriend Alfrent home to 
visit with his parents, a series 
of comical incidents begins to 
unfold as new surprises turn 
every corner.
When: May 4 and 5, 8 pm; May 
6 4 pm
Where: Greek Cultural Center, 

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Across
  1. Big plot
  5. Choir voices
10. Shakespeare title starter
14. Prepare supper
15. Soccer scores
16. Orders to plow horses
17. “Good going!”
18. “Laugh-In” alum
20. Caribou cousin
21. Field of work
22. Poets
23. Garfield - Grant go
       between
25. Warner ___
27. Mean guys
29. Canonization result
33. Total overhauls
34. NBC morning show
35. Attorneys’ org.
36. N.Y.P.D. employee
37. Ladder parts
38. Balanced
39. Prefix with political
40. Homer’s wife
41. Get up
42. Farewell parties
44. Playground equipment
45. Sciences’ partner
46. Kind of wrench
47. Be gaga over
50. Big name in skin care
51. Annoy
54. He played Felix Unger
57. Declare
58. Pot addition
59. Intended
60. Lucy’s partner
61. Caboose
62. Shipping weights
63. Sugar bowl marchers

Down
  1. Bad marks
  2. Spring
  3. “Pillow Talk” actor
  4. Stretch with “out”

  5. Texas A&M’s team
  6. “Laughing” birds
  7. Narrative
  8. Ancient
  9. Govt. funds for the disabled
10. Horrified
11. Kind of jet
12. Off-color
13. ID’s with two hyphens
19. Durable wood
21. Strong cleaners
24. Resting on
25. Symbol of authority
26. Narrow inlets
27. Sea cells
28. A ctress Zellweger
29. Numbers
30. Oscar winner for
      “Separate Tables”
31. Having a lot to lose?
32. Barn locks
34. Grass surfaces
37. Huck Finn’s transport
38. Border lake
40. Mushroom types

41. Friend in war
43. Closer to black
44. Biases
46. Solo
47. A bit cracked
48. Victor Borge, e.g.
49. Prefix with -gon
50. Sharif of “Doctor
      Zhivago”
52. Relax
53. Actor Kristofferson
55. 911 responder
56. ___ culpa
57. Driller’s org.

I’m not a real movie
star. I’ve still got the
same wife I started out
with twenty-eight years
ago.

• • •  Will Rogers

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

  By Ed Canty
yTimesLedger Newspapers

May 3-9, 2012

Star  Struck W

SOMEWHERE  UP  THERE

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

fork for this purpose, allowing maximum 
access to sauces along with the solids. The 
results are fragrant and satisfying.

Although our server mentioned they 
are phasing out pizza, he tantalizingly an-
swered that yes, there is such a thing as 
Newari pizza. That bit of information lured 
us back to Woodside for a second round of 
Newari delights.

Newari pizza, we belatedly discovered, 
isn’t pizza as we think of it. Maybe they’re 
both round and flat, but that’s about where 
the similarity ends. In reality it’s a tra-
ditional Newari dish called Chatamari, 
built on a rice flour crepe. A combination 
of mashed potatoes, black eyed peas, and 
a choice of meat or veg is spread on the 
crepe, topped with a fried egg, and served 
with goat gravy on the side. This may be 

the winner of all the Café’s offerings. The 
chatamari was enticingly spiced, cheap 
and filling. Move over pizza as we know it.

This is a very filling cuisine, but if 
you still have room for dessert, try Dhau 
Baji. This is a rice pudding of sorts made 
by mixing beaten rice with homemade yo-
gurt, unroasted black sesame seeds and 
sugar. The yogurt gives it tartness and the 
beaten rice crunch. It’s rather substantial 
for a dessert, but shared among two or 
more diners, it’s quite interesting.

The Bottom Line
The decor at Woodside Café borders 

on the grungy, overlaid with a few Nep-
alese artifacts. Adherence to their stated 
hours is lackadaisical. The pacing of the 
meal can be slow to erratic. With all that 
being said, Woodside Café offers an oppor-
tunity to try a darn tasty cuisine that you 
won’t find too many other places. If you’re 
into Food, the Obscure, this is definitely 
the place for you.

Continued from Page 26

Dining Out

26-80 30th St., Astoria
Contact: (718) 726-
7329; reservations@
greekculturalcenter.org
Website: greekculturalcenter.
org

Spent — Two-week production 
featuring two actors playing 
20 characters from around the 
world. Billed as a physical and 
comedic tour de force.
When: May 4, 7:30 pm; May 5, 2 
pm and 8 pm,; May 6, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce (718) 
760-0064; Administration (718) 
60-0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Rent — Special presentation, 
based on “La Boheme.”
When: May 4 and 5, 7 pm; May 
6, 3 pm; May 11, 7 pm; May 12, 2 
pm and 7 pm; May 13, 3 pm
Where: York College, 94-20 Guy 
R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica

The Jack Cole Project — A 
world dance premiere musical.
When: May 3–20
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce (718) 
760-0064; Administration (718) 
760-0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

The Secret Garden — 

Pulitzer Prize-winning 
playwright Marsha Norman, in 
collaboration with composer 
Lucy Simon, achieved Broadway 
success with the moving 
book and lyrics adapted from 
Frances Hodgson Burnett’s 
beloved 1911 novel. Using the 
classic form of the traditional 
American musical, they have 
fashioned a faithful rendition of 
the novel, equally appealing to 
children and adults, to devotees 
of the novel and to Secret 
Garden newcomers as well.
When: Thursdays and Fridays 8 
pm, Saturdays 2 pm and 8 pm, 
from May 3 to May 19
Where: Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St, Astoria

Every Table has a Marina Side Veiw of Manhasset Bay

10 Matinecock Ave. Port Washington, NY
www.lamottas.net

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make first  left onto Manhasset Ave. 
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make first let onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Join Us For Our 2012 Season

Waterside Restaurant

24 feet of “Delicious Food”  accompanied by 
“Waterside Dining”. 

Select from our Breakfast and Lunch stations: 

HOT DISHES INCLUDE: 

Our Omelet Chef Prepares Your Creation

Assorted Salad Station
 CARVING STATION - DESSERT STATION

Unlimited Coffee* Tea*
One Complementary Mimosa, soda or juice

$36.95 Per Person 
$21.95 for Children  4-10yrs 

(Plus N.Y.S tax  + Gratuity of 2010 added on)

Join us for Our “Mother’s Day On the Bay”
Sunday Brunch Buffet Sun. May 13th

Reservations Required    Seating’s 11:45am, 1pm and 2pm
Dinner Seatings for ala carte Menu 4:30pm, 5:00pm & 5:30pm

GRAND SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET

Live Music
Friday Nights

at
Patio Bar
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radio program.
Porky Pig debuted in 

1935, starring in “I Haven’t 
Got a Hat.” And did you 
know that Looney Tunes 
were in black and white 
until 1943 when they were 
colorized?

“The exhibition ex-
plains why we see anima-
tion, and the concept of why 
these images, which are re-
ally just still pictures, ap-
pear to move. It explores 

how our eyes and brain 
perceive things and make 
inanimate pictures look 
animated,” said Sookram 
Ramsaroop, manager of 
Science Career Ladder 
Operations and Training, 
the museum’s education/
employment program that 
trains high school and col-
lege kids on how to explain 
science on the exhibit floor.

He added, “People are 
drawn to the exhibition 
because it includes a lot 
of bright, colorful images 
that are familiar. There 
are modern-day cartoons, 

along with classic cartoons, 
so it appeals to people of all 
ages.

“The exhibition will 
give you a new appreciation 
for cartoons and animation 
in general.”

At the Sound and Stage 
area, 10-year-old Jason 
Saunders, from Astoria, 
explored sound and phonet-
ics with characters from 
television shows “Chow-
der,” “Ben 10: Alien Force” 
and “Kids Next Door.” He 
said he was learning how 
to match phrases to char-
acters’ different mouth 

shapes, and even added his 
own voice to a silent anima-
tion.

The museum, at 47-01 
111th St., is open 9:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday to Thurs-
day, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fri, 
and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
weekends through June. In 
July and August, the mu-
seum is open 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday to Friday, and 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on week-
ends. Admission is $11 for 
adults and $8 for children 
(ages 2-17). Visit www.nys-
ci.org or call (718) 699-0005.

Continued from Page 25

Animation

Take part in the process of animation at the New York Hall of Science 
in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. Photo by Shimpei Takeda

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining 
call: 

 www.timesledger.com

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary Hospital, 
the family member is our patient, too.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

End-of-life cancer pain spreads from the patient to every member of the 
family. The anguish, stress, and feeling of abandonment experienced by 
family members are just as significant as the patient’s physical pain. For this 
very reason, Calvary Hospital is the model for delivering palliative care to 
terminally ill patients, and also world-renowned “family care”. From our 
special social workers – known at Calvary as “Family Care Practitioners” – to 
our doctors, nurses, cancer care technicians… to our recreational therapists, 
Family Care Center personnel, clergy, nutritionists, bereavement specialists, 
administration and support staff…the family members are embraced with 
love, compassion, care and non-abandonment with often needed hugs 
and companionship. We walk arm-in-arm with the patient and their family 
members…together as one. Calvary Hospital is the place Where Life Continues.
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Each year 780,000 Americans suffer a stroke. It is the 
third leading cause of death and the leading cause of long-
term disability in the United States. Yet, many Ameri-
cans do not know the symptoms or what to do when they 
witness someone having a stroke. 

“Stroke is an unmistakable event. Few other medical 
conditions come on so suddenly or are so noticeable to a 
bystander,” said Dr. Walter J. Koroshetz, deputy director 
of the institute. “For this reason, it is critical that peo-
ple know to call 911 and get to the hospital to receive ap-
propriate medical treatment immediately when a stroke 
occurs. Prompt treatment can dramatically decrease or 
even prevent long-term disabilities caused by a stroke.”

A stroke occurs when blood fl ow to the brain is inter-

rupted. Brain cells die when deprived of oxygen and nutri-
ents provided by blood. Because stroke injures the brain, 
if you are having a stroke, you may not realize what is 
happening. But, to a bystander, the signs of a stroke are 
distinct:

• Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, arm or leg 
(especially on one side of the body)

• Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or understand-
ing speech

• Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes
• Sudden dizziness, trouble walking, or loss of balance 

or coordination
• Sudden severe headache with no known cause
In treating a stroke, every minute counts. Knowing 

the symptoms of a stroke, making note of the time of the 
fi rst stroke symptoms and getting to the hospital quickly 
— within 60 minutes if possible — can help you save 
yourself, or someone you know, from serious long-term 
disability.

Making changes in your lifestyle can help prevent 
stroke. Risk factors for stroke include high blood pres-
sure, diabetes, smoking, heart disease, family history 
of stroke, high cholesterol, and being overweight. Talk 
to your doctor and let him know about the concerns you 
may have about the risk factors of stroke. Find out your 
risks and take action.

For more information, visit www.stroke.ninds.nih.
gov.
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Training relatives in caregiv-
ing can ease their burden and aid 
stroke survivors. More than 81 
million baby boomers live in the 
United States, and most are 55 or 
older. This is the age when the odds 
of having a stroke and becoming a 
stroke caregiver start to increase. 
It is important to know how to pre-
vent stroke and how to prepare in 
case you or a family member expe-
riences one.

Each year, 700,000 people have a 
new or recurrent stroke. In adults 
over 55, the lifetime risk for stroke is 
greater than one in six, and women 
have a higher risk than men.

The fi rst line of defense for all 
people, not just those over age 55, is 
to know the stroke warning signs, 
to manage stroke risk factors and 
to visit the doctor regularly. Some 
risk factors are high blood pres-
sure, smoking, obesity, having a 
family history of stroke or having 
had a transient ischemic attack, or 

“ministroke.”
If you or a family member has 

one or more of these risk factors, 
there is a real possibility you could 
become a stroke caregiver. Mak-
ing plans now will save an immea-
surable amount of time and stress 
later, and allow you to concentrate 
on what really matters in a health 
crisis — your family member.

According to an American 
Stroke Association survey, two 
out of three people say they are 
prepared in the event they become 
a caregiver, yet only 7 percent of 
those same respondents are plan-
ning — or have planned — for the 
event.

“Families don’t realize that even 
stroke survivors who regain func-
tional independence will need con-
stant, full-time care for an extended 
period of time while rehabilitating. 
They may need care for one month, 
10 years, or a lifetime,” explained 
Robert Adams, MD and American 

Stroke Association volunteer.
Taking simple actions now can 

help protect against — and, in some 
instances, eliminate — the impact 
that comes with becoming a stroke 
caregiver.

• First, know and manage your 
and your family member’s stroke 
risk factors.

• Second, identify materials to 
educate yourself and your family 
on what being a caregiver involves.

• Third, ask your at-risk family 
members about their fi nancial situ-
ation.

• Finally, take stock of your own 
fi nancial health and retirement 
savings.

Taking simple actions now can 
help protect against the impact that 
comes with becoming a stroke care-
giver.

For more, call the Ameri-
can Stroke Association at (888) 
4-STROKE, or visit StrokeAssocia-
tion.org. 

Relatives can be great caregivers with training

Taking the time to answer a few ques-
tions may help to reduce your risk of stroke. 
Stroke is the No. 3 cause of death of Ameri-
cans and is a leading cause of disability.

This year it will strike 700,000 Ameri-
cans of all ages, genders and ethnicities. A 
member of your family, a friend or neighbor 
— or even you — could be a victim.

Many Americans are not aware of their 
stroke risk factors, many of which can be 
prevented or controlled. You can start to 
take control by knowing what factors put 
you at risk. Check all that apply to you.

• Age: For every decade after age 55, your 
chance of stroke doubles.

• Family history: Your mother, father, 
sister, brother or grandparent had a stroke, 
or your father or brother had a heart attack 
before age 55, or your mother or sister had a 
heart attack before age 65.

• Previous stroke or transient ischemic 
attack: You have had a stroke or transient 
ischemic attack (“ministroke”).

• Blood pressure: Your blood pressure is 
140/90 mm Hg or higher (high blood pres-
sure), a healthcare professional has said 
your blood pressure is high, your blood 
pressure is 120/80 to 139/89 mm Hg (prehy-
pertension), or you don’t know what your 
blood pressure is.

• Tobacco smoke: You smoke, live, or 
work with people who smoke tobacco regu-
larly.

• Diabetes: You have diabetes (a fast-
ing blood sugar reading of 126 mg/dL or 
higher), you need medicine to control your 
blood sugar, or you have been told you have 
an impaired ability to control your blood 
sugar (a fasting blood sugar reading greater 
than 100 mg/dL).

• Total cholesterol: Your cholesterol is 
240 mg/dL or higher, or you don’t know 
your level.

• HDL cholesterol: Your HDL — or “good” 
cholesterol — is less than 40 mg/dL, or you 
don’t know your HDL cholesterol levels.

• Physical activity: Your physical activ-
ity level is less than a total of 30 minutes on 
most days.

• Carotid or other artery disease: You 
have been told you have disease in the ca-
rotid arteries (the blood vessels that supply 
blood to the brain) or you have peripheral 
artery disease (primarily affects blood ves-
sels of the legs).

• Certain blood disorders: You have been 
told you have a high red blood cell count or 
sickle cell disease (also called sickle cell 
anemia).

• Atrial fi brillation: You have a heart 
rhythm disorder called atrial fi brillation.

• Other heart disease: You have coronary 
heart disease or other heart condition(s), or 
you have had a heart attack.

If one or more of these choices apply to 
you, studies show you are at increased risk 
for stroke. See a healthcare provider for a 
complete assessment of your risks. 

To learn more, call, toll free, (888) 
4-STROKE or visit www.StrokeAssocia-
tion.org.

Take control of your health now to reduce stroke risk
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Batters Up!
The Hollis Bellaire Queens Village 
Bellerose Athletic Association 
kicked off its season with a parade, 
while the Rosedale Little League 
was gearing up for baseball to be-
gin. (Clockwise from top l.) players 
hold hands as they march at the 
HBQVB parade; Kal Cocheran takes 
a lead off third base in Brookville 
Park; youngsters, including Vincent 
Macluso, holds the banner; Michael 
Sweeney pumps his fists on Hillside 
Avenue; Waseem Sandhu carries 
Hifza Kaleem, 4; and Trent Alfred of 
the Rosedale Little League Monarchs 
team throws a pitch during practice. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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QUEENS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ANNUAL ALBANY LEGISLATIVE LOBBY DAY
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QCC send-off team: Jacqueline Oweimohle, 
Justin Cheung, Sophia Genosis, Mary Ann 
Oweimohle and Dottie Oweimohle

Phil Goldfeder greeting the Queens 
Chamber members

Vincent Petraro

Laura Imperiale and Rachel Amar

Phil Goldfeder

Jack Friedman explaining the day’s 
procedures

Eric Abrams, Corey Bearak, Phil Goldfeder, Dee Richard, Mark 
Kessler and Ian Magerkurth

Cher Sperano

Vivian Cook and Bill Driscoll

Ian Magerkurth

The group reading their assignments

Peter Wing

Bill Driscoll and Michael Simanowitz

Jack Friedman, Bill Driscoll, Marge 
Markey, Vivian Cook and Vincent Petraro

Eric Abrams

Corey Bearak and Mark Kessler

Shirley Huntley

Josh Bienstock and Carol Conslato

Carol Conslato

Some of the Queens Chamber members with some of the electeds they went to see

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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come to an agreement on 
teacher evaluations by Dec. 
30, and when that deadline 
passed and no agreement 
had been reached, the state 
suspended payments.

Soon after, in his State 
of the City Speech, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg an-
nounced his intention to 
place the schools in a more 
intrusive reform model, 
known as turnaround, 
which would allow the city 
to remove more than 50 per-
cent of a school’s teachers.

The mayor said he in-
tended to go ahead with the 
plan regardless of whether 
or not the federal funding 

would be available.
For about two months 

school communities op-
posed and protested the 
plan, all leading up to the 
April 26 vote at the Pros-
pect Heights Campus.

At the end of the night, 
the panel started to vote, 
one at a time, on every 
item on the agenda, which 
included closings and co-
locating charter and tra-
ditional schools across the 
city.

By this time only a 
small crowd remained, 
including Bryant teacher 
Georgia Lignou, who heck-
led the panel at each count, 
calling them puppets.

The Staten Island bor-

ough appointee sided with 
all seven mayoral appoin-
tees in favor of each item, 
while the four remaining 
borough appointees op-
posed each one.

Alison Gozzi-Lewis, a 
special education teacher at 
Long Island City, wept after 
the panel voted to close the 
school she had worked at 
for six years. Even though 
the PEP had never opposed 
a DOE recommendation, 
she said Fedkowskyj’s pro-
posal and the news about 
Cleveland gave her some 
sense of optimism.

“I came in with some 
hope,” she said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

tions were limited.
“There’s no good ex-

cuse for this meeting not to 
happen,” Smith said. “The 
state isn’t properly repre-
senting us by keeping us in 
the dark for so long.”

The hospital filed for 
bankruptcy protection last 
year as it faced $13 million 
in debt. Bankruptcy trust-
ee Lori Lapin Jones was the 
final call in the decision to 
close up for good.

In March, DOH offi-
cials ordered the hospital 
to stop admitting patients 
after inspectors recorded a 
total of 66 “serious deficien-
cies” in the administration 

and operation of the clini-
cal lab.”

It was a call the pro-
testing workers  Sunday 
afternoon said was flawed 
and unfair.

Protest signs read 
“Rockaway needs Peninsu-
la Hospital,” “DOH: Shame 
on you” and “The closing 
of Peninsula Hospital = Big 
mistake.”

Liz Sulik, a former di-
rector of public affairs for 
Peninsula, said the state’s 
silence on the matter has 
been the most frustrating 
for the 1,000 or so workers 
who have since lost their 
jobs.

“The complete lack 
of consideration and com-

munication is a disgrace,” 
Sulik said. “Between all of 
these people here, we could 
do something. But we don’t 
know what’s happening at 
all.”

Dr. Wayne Dodakian, a 
doctor who worked at Pen-
insula, said the residents 
around Peninsula would 
suffer when the nearby St. 
John’s Hospital becomes 
overcrowded with patients.

“This summer will be 
a blood bath with all the 
people visiting the beach-
es,” Dodakian said. “It’s a 
shame when society puts 
the value of money over the 
sanctity of human life.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573

lected are recycled, blended 
for fuel or sent to licensed 
hazardous waste treatment 
plants for safe disposal, the 
department said.

Sanitation held five 
SAFE Disposal events this 
spring, with one in each 
borough, to deliver a one-
stop means for residents to 
get rid of potentially harm-
ful household products. The 

Queens stop at St. John’s 
University drew more than 
3,000 people, Hirschler said. 
It was the first Sanitation 
Department-sponsored safe 
recycling event in Queens 
since 2008.

Lucy Nersesian, of 
Bayside, pushed a large 
green wheelbarrow full of 
paint cans, oil cans, radios 
and other items out of her 
garage toward the front of 
the walk-in recycling line. 
She said she was glad to be 
getting rid of it all despite 
the wait.

“This stuff’s got to 
go either way,” Nersesian 
said. “I’d rather do it the 
right way.”

Hirschler said Sanita-
tion planned on holding the 
same event annually for 
each borough in the com-
ing years so residents have 
more options when looking 
to get rid of electronics or 
hazardous waste.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573

nity to access the rich col-
lection.

“We look back to learn 
about history, but we also 
look back for fun,” said 
Galante, who counts news-
paper archives and his-
toric maps as some of his 
favorite pieces. “It really is 
something to look back and 
see what life was like 50 or 
100 years ago when Queens 
was mostly farmland.”

The vast collection of 
artifacts continues to grow 
and reach new generations 
of students, journalists and 
self-proclaimed historians. 
In order to simplify and 
modernize the collection, 
the archives has launched 
the tedious task of digi-
tizing photos, maps, land 
deeds and virtually every 

other dusty piece in the col-
lection.

“Everyone wants digi-
tal. People want to be able 
to log on and do a quick In-
ternet search,” said John 
Hyslop, digital assets man-
ager at the Archives. “Digi-
tization vastly improves 
accessibility and that’s 
important because it helps 
current residents develop a 
sense of place.”

Digitizing thousands 
of photos and documents is 
no simple task, according to 
Hyslop. It involves an innu-
merable number of hours, 
meticulously scanning the 
artifacts while protecting 
the pieces from light and 
the elements.

Archivist Erik Hu-
ber said while it is labor-
intensive, digitization is a 
rewarding process because 
it reveals the library’s im-
mense collection to an au-
dience not likely to spend 

hours in the archive’s 
stacks searching for physi-
cal relics of years gone by.

“This is the history of 
the place we live and digiti-
zation puts it  right in front 
of us,” said Huber. “It’s in-
credible that typing a few 
words into a search engine 
can put this information at 
your fingertips.”

But even if these items 
were not available in a digi-
tal format, Huber believes 
residents of any area should 
know the story behind the 
streets they walk everyday.

“Why are some streets 
numbered while others 
have names? That is a ques-
tion you can have answered 
here,” said Huber. “But it’s 
more than just streets — 
Queens is the most diverse 
county in the U.S. The peo-
ple made this place what it 
is, and to know what they 
were facing back then is 
just fascinating.”

cluding the American Asso-
ciation of Equine Practitio-
ners’ recommendation that 
no purse exceed a horse’s 
value by more than 50 per-

cent,” Friedman said.
The Racing and Wa-

gering Board issued an 
emergency rule to reduce 
the financial incentive for 
racing an injured horse. 
In addition, the board is 
considering changing the 
rules governing the use of 
certain drugs in horse rac-

ing that cause weight loss 
and are used on race day to 
enhance the horses’ perfor-
mance.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.
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PEP vote Peninsula closure
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Ironworkers Local seeks recruits
The Ironworkers Local Union No. 

40 and 361 will conduct a recruitment 
from March 22 through May 24 for 100 
ironworker outside apprentices.

Applications will be available at Lo-
cal Union No. 40 and 361, at 35-23 36th St. 
in Astoria from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. Thurs-
days of each week, excluding legal holi-
days, during the recruitment period.

All applications must be picked up 
in person, accompanied by a $25 testing 
fee (by money order only and payable to 

the Ironworkers JAC), a valid photo iden-
tification with proof of age and proof of 
completion of a high school diploma or 
General Equivalency Diploma.

A determination to waive this fee 
will be made if prior notification is re-
ceived and determined to be of good rea-
son. Failure to appear at any test will 
result in disqualification and forfeiture 
of the filing fee.

The committee requires that appli-
cants:

• must be at least 18 years old, with 
proof required at time of application

• must have a high school diploma 
or GED, with proof required at time of 
application

• must take the JAC Ironworkers 
Local No. 40 and 361 Apprenticeship 
Committee Basic Skills Test

• must submit to a drug test after 
acceptance into the program, at the ex-
pense of the sponsor

• must take a physical task test and 

be able to climb up and down a column 35 
feet in height, stand on a platform 14 feet 
in the air and pull a bucket that weighs 
75 pounds up and down two times, raise 
and lower 2,000 pounds of steel 40 feet in 
the air with a chain fall in less than one 
minute 30 seconds and hold a 35-pound 
impact wrench at 14 different bolt loca-
tions for seven seconds each

For more information, contact your 
nearest state Labor Department office 
or 718-433-4195.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

This is the team Mary 
Louis expected to be when 
the year started.

The Hilltoppers fol-
lowed up a win over St. 
Francis Prep by beating 
defending CHSAA state 
champions Molloy 8-7 in 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
Class AA softball at Cun-
ningham Park Friday.

“It’s been inside us the 
whole season and it’s com-
ing out,” senior third base-
man Shannon Minihane 
said.

Coach Ginny Peiser 
said it’s been seven years 
since TMLA last beat the 
Stanners and she can’t re-
member the last time they 
beat the Stanners and SFP 
in the same week. Sopho-
more ace Nicole Hubert 
ended the game by striking 
out Geena Campisi with the 
tying run on third base.

“The seniors really 
wanted it bad,” Peiser said.

One of those were 
Minihane, who struck out 
with the bases loaded to 
end the game in a loss to 
Fontbonne less than a week 
ago. She went 3-for-4 with a 
two-run homer in the first 
inning, a double and three 
RBIs.

“This is the player she 
is,” Hubert said. “The way 
she performed today that’s 
the real Shannon.”

Added Peiser, “You 
should have seen the smile 
on her face.”

She followed with a 
homer of her own in the 
first off freshman Amanda 
Zeni. Deirdre Munday add-
ed a sacrifice fly to make it 
4-0 in favor of TMLA (5-5). 

Molloy’s Fallon McCarthy’s 
three-run triple cut the 
lead to 4-3. The Hilltoppers 
responded with two more 
runs in the second thanks 
to a Sam Rossi sac fly and 
a Minihane single that ex-
tended to the lead to 6-3. 
Molloy (7-2) got a run on a 
Theresa Conway homer in 
the bottom of the frame.

“How we played 
against Prep, we brought 
it right to the first inning,” 
Peiser said.

Mary Louis got an-
other run thanks to an 
Alyssa Paolicelli single in 
the third to go ahead 7-4 
and the Stanners brought 
in ace Victoria Goldbach 
to start the fourth. Taylor 
Moss added an RBI single 
in the fifth for Molloy and 
a Julie Canova sac fly made 

Dozo drops a depth charge
Baseball team’s bench leads stunning victory over John Adams

Strong win meets up 
to Mary Louis hype

TMLA’s Nicole Hubert struck 
out two in the seventh to pre-
serve the win against Molloy. 

Photo by Denis Gostev

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Adrian Castano was on 
the bench, nursing a pulled 
muscle. Connor Doyle was 
in the lineup, but was quiet 
for a change.

Cardozo’s two stars, 
its two junior aces and ar-
guably top hitters, weren’t 
a factor in April 24’s show-
downs between Queens di-
vision leaders as John Ad-
ams paid a visit to Bayside.

The Judges won any-
way — a nod to the team’s 
depth which has mostly 
gone unnoticed. Down to 
their final strike, Nicanor 
Luna drove in Chris Camp-
bell with the tying run 
and Diego Gonzalez plated 
Luna with a single through 
the left side of the infield 
as Cardozo remained un-
defeated in baseball league 
play after its thrilling 
9-8 win over Adams, the 
Queens A West leader.

“It goes to show how 
deep we are as a team,” 
Gonzalez said. “As a team, 
we have a lot of guys that 
play the game hard. We’re 
trying to establish our-
selves as one of the better 
teams in the PSAL and to-
day’s win propelled us to-
ward that goal.”

Said Cardozo Coach 
Ron Gorecki, “If the first 
three batters don’t do it, 
four, five, six will do it. If 
it’s not them, seven or eight. 
What we have is pretty un-
canny.”

The seventh-inning 
rally capped a wild back-
and-forth slugfest between 
the two borough powers. 
Cardozo led most of the 
way, pushing ahead 3-0, 5-2 
and 7-4. Adams (6-1, Queens 

A West), however, struck 
for four runs in the sixth, 
the key blow reliever Dan-
iel Beizer throwing error 
on a Tommy Pimentel roll-
er with two on and two out.

The gaffe gave Adams 
the lead as DeLeon and 
Jose Caceres came around 
to score as the ball sailed 
down the rightfield line. 
Reliever Jose Reynoso 
worked a scoreless sixth, 
but Adams Coach Glenn 
Beyer lifted the senior for 
ace Braylin Nunez, a move 
he said he would do over 
again if the opportunity 
presented itself despite it 
not working out in the end.

“Give the other team 
credit for coming back,” 
the coach said. “I’ll have 
no trouble sleeping about 
bringing Braylin in.”

After recording the 
first two outs, Nunez walked 
Campbell and Doyle, Luna 
lofted a softy-hit single into 
shallow left field to pull 
Cardozo (8-0, Queens A 
East) even at eight. Gonza-
lez followed by hammering 
a hanging curveball out of 
Anderson DeLeon’s reach 
at shortstop.

“This win shows when 
it comes down to pressure, 
we can handle it,” Luna 
said. “It shows that all our 

starting players can come 
through in pressure situ-
ations. We have kids that 
can back each other up.”

Aside from his throw-
ing error, Beizer performed 
well. He worked out of a 
bases-loaded, no-out jam 
in the fifth by striking out 
Richard LeBron, retiring 
Jordyn Correa on a pop-
up and getting Jorge Ba-
rahona to ground back to 
the mound weakly. Alexis 
Torres worked four-plus in-
nings before him as Gore-
cki looked to piece together 
the game without Castano 
and Doyle available.

Cardozo’s Diego Gonzalez drove in the game-winning run in the Judges’ 9-8 win over John Adams. 
Photo by Lauren Marsh

Continued on Page 38

Continued on Page 38
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36 St. Francis Prep’s Lomangino picked best in city
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Nicole Lomangino was 
amazed how far a simple poll can 
travel and how it can bring people 
together.

The nypost.com poll asking, 
“Who is the top softball pitcher 
in the city?” spread like wildfire 
among her family on Facebook.

It was a rare chance for her 
extended family in Florida, Texas 
and Connecticut, as well as New 
York, to hear about the St. Francis 
Prep senior’s success. It reached 
people, especially cousins on her 
father’s side, whom she does not 
keep in regular touch with.

“I think it made my fam-
ily a lot closer,” Lomangino said. 
“They were like, ‘Hey, this kid 
has a lot of talent.’ Everyone kept 
texting, calling each other up, 
‘Oh, she’s up one. She’s up this.’ 
My phone’s been going off. People 
have been getting my number and 
I’ve been talking to all my cous-
ins. It’s exciting.”

That enthusiasm and energy 
turned into a victory for Lomang-
ino. She received 39,158 votes, 
good enough for 41.68 percent of 
the 93,958 cast over the week. She 
also credited her friends at school 
for voting. Horace Mann ace Mia 
Farinelli surged to a second-place 
finish with 26,348 votes and Mol-
loy’s Victoria Goldbach was third 
with 15,857.

“I’ve established myself as a 
pitcher,” Lomangino said. “I may 
not throw 100 miles an hour, but I 
do know how to work in and out of 
situations.”

After losing much of last 
season in the circle due to an 
ankle injury, she hasn’t missed a 
beat replacing Katie Derby. Two 
weeks ago she struck out a com-
bined 22 batters and allowed just 

two runs in wins over Fontbonne 
Hall and Mary Louis. Lomangino 
allowed just one run over the 
first five innings in an eventual 
6-2 loss to Molloy. She has shown 
an improved change-up that has 
allowed her to get out of tough 
jams.

“This year she’s just come 
into her own,” Terriers Coach 
Ann Marie Rich said. “Her and 
[catcher] Jess [Menna] are work-
ing real well. Jess is calling great 
games. She’s not getting anxious. 
She’s not getting over-reactive. 
She’s just pitching, what she likes 
to do.”

She’s doing it well and was 
happy that the rest of her family 
and also the city have gotten to 
see just how good a player she is.

“After getting hurt I think 
it’s great to say, ‘Hey, I’m here. 
I haven’t gone anywhere,’” Lo-
mangino said. “You just never got 
to see me play.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Early runs haven’t 
come with regularity for 
St. Francis Prep against 
quality teams. They were 
the difference, however, 
against Fontbonne Hall.

“We don’t get runs on 
the board early and here we 
are jumping all over her,” 
Terriers Coach Ann Marie 
Rich said of Bonnies ace Ni-
colette Trapani.

Eishara Campbell 
and Jessica Menna both 
worked walks to open the 
second inning and St. 
Francis Prep would turn 
that into seven runs in an 
eventual 10-4 win against 
host Fontbonne in CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens Division 
I softball April 23 at Dyker 
Beach Park. SFP also won 
the first meeting 4-1.

“Once you start get-
ting people on base, the 
energy is just so much 
higher,” center fielder Tara 
O’Rourke said.

The junior, who col-
lected two hits and two 

RBIs from the No. 9 spot, 
got the scoring started with 
an RBI single to right. Bri-
ana Emanuele drove in two 
with a single and Kelly Li-
cul delivered a well-struck 
two-run homer to left. She 
was initially stopped by the 
umpire and told the ground 
rules made it a double. He 
was corrected and Licul, 
who had two hits, was al-
lowed to cross home.

“I’m glad it was a home 
run, but that was really 
weird,” said Licul, who also 
homered against Burnt 
Hills at the Mudville tour-
nament this weekend.

Added Rich, “Tara 
is productive in that nine 
hole.”

SFP (7-2), ranked No. 8 
in the city by the New York 
Post, also added runs on a 
hit batter and walk to grab 
a 7-0 lead. The Terriers col-
lected eight hits off Tra-
pani, who walked six and 
struck out five.

Terriers ace Nicole 
Lomangino was superb for 
most of her start, allowing 

just six hits and striking 
out eight. She got out of a 
jam in the bottom of the 

first with two on and no 
outs. Lomangino, however, 
made mistakes to Bonnies 

stars Maria Serrantino and 
Trapani.

Each hit no-doubt, 

two-run homers in the 
third and sixth to pull the 
ninth-ranked Bonnies (4-4) 
within 7-4. Danielle Cerva-
sio, the shortstop, and Li-
cul turned a beautiful 6-6-3 
double play to erase a run-
ner in the sixth. SFP tacked 
on three runs in the top of 
the seventh thanks to an 
error and RBI singles from 
Cervasio and O’Rourke 
to make it 10-4. Campbell 
and Theresa Armano both 
scored twice.

“You can’t have a bad 
inning against good teams,” 
Fontbonne Coach Frank 
Marinello said. “If you’re 
a good team you’re going 
to take advantage of it and 
that’s what they did.”

The victory keeps St 
.Francis Prep in sole pos-
session of second place in 
the division and within 
striking distance of rival 
Archbishop Molloy. Licul, 
who is swinging a hot bat, 
called it a safety win.

“We needed it for our 
placement,” Licul said. “We 
are trying to beat Molloy.”

St. Francis Prep’s Nicole Lomangino 
was voted the city’s top softball pitch-
er. Photo by Lauren Marsh

Prep takes strong win over division rival Fontbonne

St. Francis Prep’s Tara O’Rourke had two hits and two RBIs in a win over Fontbonne Hall. 
Photo by Lauren Marsh
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BY CHRISTOPHER BARCA

Last year, Bryant de-
feated Academy of Ameri-
can Studies in the PSAL 
boys’ volleyball city cham-
pionship match.

On Saturday, the Ea-
gles, led by star siblings 
Michal and Piotr Kasza, 
proved to Bryant that they 
are a completely differ-
ent team, one that is well-
rounded with the ability to 
dominate.

“We definitely had 
payback on our minds to-
day after losing to them 
last year,” Michal Kasza 
said. “Now they’re going to 
be looking to beat us if we 
play them again.”

Seeking their third 
straight Grover Cleveland 
Tournament champion-
ship, Academy of American 
Studies was able to exact 
their revenge on Bryant, de-
feating the Owls 25-19, 25-20 
in the championship match 
Saturday in Ridgewood.

Named tournament 
MVP for his dominance 
from the outside hitter po-
sition, Michal Kasza led 
the Eagles on the court 
and Coach Joshua Yang 
describes him as an incred-
ible leader off the court as 

well.
“Michal is a stud and 

he doesn’t even know it 
yet,” Yang said. “I’ve always 
thought that if we work as a 
team, the stars will shine 
and that is what Michal has 
become. The kids feed off of 
his confidence out there.”

Feed off of his confi-
dence they did, as Academy 
of American Studies hand-
ily took both sets with little 
resistance. Bryant briefly 
led 6-5 in the first set, but 
aside from that brief glim-
mer of hope, the Eagles con-
sistently maintained a four 
to six point advantage over 
both sets.

Championship shirt 
in one hand and trophy in 
the other, Michal Kasza 
wouldn’t take credit for be-
ing a huge reason behind 
yet another tournament 
title, instead spreading it 
around to his fellow Eagles, 
who beat Brooklyn Tech in 
the semifinals. Bryant beat 
Townsend Harris in the 
semis.

“It was the whole team 
working together today, 
trying to win this tourna-
ment,” the star junior said. 
“We are all coming together 
at the right time. Our confi-

Kasza brothers get 
revenge over Bryant

Academy of American Studies setter Piotr Kasza was vital in a third-
straight tournament title at Cleveland. Photo by Denis Gostev

Newcomers celebrates victory over New Utrecht. Photo by Denis Gostev

Newcomers surge for title
Lions attract spotlight with victory over No. 3 ranked team in city

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Newcomers could be 
one of the best boys’ volley-
ball teams in the city. But 
the Lions don’t even have 
bragging rights in their 
own building.

Academy of American 
Studies shares the Long 
Island City enclave and is 
the undisputed top team 
in New York City, having 
beaten Newcomers twice 
and just about everyone 
else, too.

“We need to see them 
every day,” Lions Coach 
Kert Fernandez said. 
“That’s motivational for 
these kids. It throws a little 
fuel on the fire.”

Newcomers got its 
own moment in the sun 
Sunday, upsetting New 
Utrecht 12-25, 25-22, 25-19 
in the Seward Park tourna-
ment championship game 
in Lower Manhattan. The 
Utes came in as the tourney 
favorite and thought of as 
one of the top teams in the 
city, ranked No. 3 by the 
New York Post.

“Nobody was thinking 
about my 6-3 team winning 
this tournament,” Fernan-
dez said.

That record in PSAL 
Queens I doesn’t look in-
credibly impressive at face 
value. But consider that 
two of those losses came 
to Academy of American 
Studies and the other was 
against Long Island City 
when star outside hitters 
Jose Fernandez and Gio-
vanni Pissioni were with 
the boys’ basketball team 
en route to a PSAL Class 
B championship game ap-
pearance.

“They’re a big part of 
the team,” senior Yousef 
Saidi said. “We need 
them.”

Fernandez and Pis-
sioni are back now — they 
were both named to the 
Seward all-tournament 
team, in fact — and New-
comers is playing its best 
volleyball of the season. 
New Utrecht routed the Li-
ons in the first set and actu-
ally led 20-14 in the second. 
A Pissioni kill and a block 

by Joseph Intriago got New-
comers within 22-21 as it 
capitalized on Utes errors 
from there.

“Now we’re getting 
our rhythm,” Pissioni said. 
“It takes a little while to get 
your timing back.”

Fernandez had 12 kills 
in the final and Pissioni 
had 10. Senior setter Car-
los Sigua, really the only 
member of the core who 
didn’t play all of last year, 
had 25 assists for Newcom-
ers, which was playing 
in its first tournament of 
the season. Intriago did a 

commendable job contain-
ing New Utrecht star Tang 
Kwok Wong.

Newcomers is, of 
course, battle-tested. 
Queens I is arguably the 
top division in the city. 
Long Island City is 7-3 and 
Info Tech, though 2-6, has 
been competitive in tour-
naments. There’s nothing 
quite like playing Acad-
emy of American Studies 
though. The tiny gym is 
packed and intensity is at a 
fever pitch.

“There’s such a big ri-
valry,” Fernandez said. “It 
makes it entertaining, it’s 
fun. I wish I played them to-
day, the way my guys were 
playing.”

Fernandez’s team cer-
tainly can stake a claim 
to a top 10 seed now and a 
deep run in the playoffs 
could mean another date 
with Academy of American 
Studies — this time at a 
neutral site.

“They’re our goal,” 
Saidi said. “We’re trying to 
beat them.”

Newcomers 
has been 

overshadowed 
by the 

dominant 
American 

Studies team.

Continued on Page 38
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Monroe Community College’s 
Orlando Sanchez signed with 
St. John’s University today. 

Photo courtesy Monroe 
 Community College

St. John’s boosts roster 
with big, strong forwards

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Steve Lavin promised 
a landmark basketball 
recruiting class and he’s 
come through so far.

St. John’s received 
signed National Letters 
of Intent from coveted for-
wards JaKarr Sampson of 
Brewster Academy, a pre-
vious commit, and Monroe 
Community College’s Or-
lando Sanchez Friday.

“I discussed it with 
my family and friends and 
we decided that this was 
the best opportunity,” San-
chez said in a statement. 
“I’m looking forward to 
staying in New York and 
helping the Red Storm be-
come champions. I’ll also 
be able to continue playing 
alongside my good friend 
and teammate Marco Bour-
gault and am looking very 
forward to playing some 
games at Madison Square 
Garden.”

A versatile 6-foot-9 for-

ward, Sanchez was named 
to the All-Tournament team 
at the NJCAA Nationals. 
Monroe finished fifth in 
the tournament as he aver-
aged 10.2 points and 7.8 re-
bounds per game. He chose 

the Red Storm over Auburn 
and Providence. The 6-foot-
8 Sampson committed to 
the Johnnies last year, but 
was declared ineligible 
and returned to Brewster, 
where he thrived yet again. 
The seventh-ranked power 
forward by scout.com in 
his class, Sampson picked 
the Red Storm over Kansas, 
Florida and Providence.

This year’s class, 
which also includes Our 
Savior New American 
guard Felix Balamou, Tex-
as A&M transfer Jamal 
Branch and the sharpshoot-
ing Bourgault, Sanchez’s 
Monroe teammate, could 
add a few more members 
this weekend.

According to sources, 
St. John’s has forwards 
Philip Nolan of Riverside 
High School (Wis.), San 
Francisco transfer Justin 
Raffington and guard Dar-
rick Wood, a recent commit 
like Sampson at Bridgton 
Academy, all on campus.

it 8-5. An outfielder error 
led to two Molloy runs with 
no outs in the bottom of the 
seventh, but Hubert was 
able to get two strikeouts 
and a fielder’s choice to end 
it.

“I told her before that 

[last] pitch, ‘Nicole there is 
no one better than you’ and 
she proved that,” Minihane 
said.

The Hilltoppers may 
be starting to prove that as 
well. Mary Louis has lost 
a bevy of close games this 
season, including two to 

Molloy, and Minihane be-
lieves putting themselves 
in tough situations in prac-
tice has prepared them for 
when they face them in a 
game.

“It’s a matter of rolling 
into the playoffs,” Peiser 
said. “Who’s the last team 
standing? I still believe it’s 
going to be us, especially if 
we keep playing like this.”

Continued from Page 35

Mary Louis

While he would’ve 
preferred to have the hard-
throwing Castano avail-
able, Gorecki was pleased 
with the continued depth of 
his staff. Against one of the 
PSAL’s top teams, his club 
prevailed without using its 
top three pitchers in Casta-
no, Doyle and Calvin Luk.

“We’re going to be 
ready for the playoffs,” he 
said. “We’re developing 
quantity.”

Continued from Page 35

Dozo

Continued from Page 37
Kasza

Knights winless in Bridgeport
The Queens College 

baseball team dropped a 
pair of East Coast Confer-
ence games Sunday after-
noon at West Haven High 
School to host University of 
Bridgeport 12-2 and 2-0.

Game 1: Bridgeport 

12, Queens 2

QC got all its scoring 
in the top of the fourth in-
ning, courtesy of a two-run 
single to center field by 
junior Anthony Mazzella. 
Sophomore Joe Salanitri 
led off the inning with a 
walk and moved up 90 feet 
on a single to left by fresh-
man Nick LoBello (2-for-3). 

Both runners advanced on 
a subsequent wild pitch, 
setting the stage for Maz-
zella’s base-knock.

Junior Danny Muller 
rapped a double in the con-
test for the Knights.

Game 2: Bridgeport 

2, Queens 0

Salanitri, LoBello and 
junior Warren Kelly each 
had one hit for Queens in 
the nightcap. Junior Jared 
Mancini scattered eight 
hits, two runs (one earned) 
and three walks while 
striking out five on the 
mound for the Knights.

dence is up, we’re going to 
keep practicing and if we 
keep playing together, we 
can keep winning.”

Sophomore setter and 
instrumental starter Piotr 
Kasza, Michal’s younger 
brother, gets his own fair 
share of praise from Yang, 
but just like his brother, 
he puts the team above all. 
With the playoffs quickly 
approaching, the Kasza 
brothers have the Eagles in 
a great position to succeed.

“Passing, setting and 
serving was all very good 

today, everyone did a great 
job working as a team,” 
the younger Kasza said. 
“We just have to get past 
the first round and we’ll go 
from there. One game at a 
time.”

“Piotr is in full control 
of things out there, most 
players can’t say that,” add-
ed Yang. “So many other 
guys are huge keys to our 
success as well. Ricky My-
int has been a four-year 
player and a captain is a 
great example of that. When 
games get tough, they all 
rise to the occasion.”

Academy of Ameri-

can Studies, which hasn’t 
dropped a set during league 
play all season, is primed 
to make another run deep 
into the playoffs, with a trip 
back to the city champion-
ship in mind. This year, 
Yang and the Eagles hope to 
be the ones hanging a ban-
ner in their gym instead of 
their rival.

“It’s an honor to play 
against Bryant, they are 
a tough team for sure,” 
Yang said. “But hopefully 
this is our year. The kids 
will be playing full throttle 
and I know that we all will 
be poised and ready for a 
run.”
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ANDALL OTHERMAKES&MODELS!
TOYOTAS • HONDAS • FORDS • JEEPS • DODGES • NISSANS • HYUNDAIS

VEHICLES TO
BE SOLD FOR

$999

www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Stk#U8001-168K mi. 2002 Ford Explorer. §Stk#U8034-91K Mi. 2006 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4x4 was $15,000 now $9,000, Stk#U8011-87K mi. 2002 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4x4 was $9,000 now $6,000, Stk#U8071-116K mi. 1999 Chevrolet Cavalier was $6,000 now $3,000, **2003 Chevrolet Malibu Sale Price $3,981, $99
Down, $99 per mo. 48 Mos @ 5.9%APR. Severity of credit rating may affect down payment and terms. Tax, Title, MV & fees are additional. Must have 750 credit score or better. See dealer for details. Subject to prior sale. Cars sold cosmetically as is. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All offers expire 5/6/2012.

Pre-Owned Super Store

CREDIT PROBLEMS? NOT HERE!
• Bad Credit • No Credit • Judgements • Repossesions 

• Bankruptcies • 1st Time Buyer • Divorce • Student Loans
IT DOESN’T MATTER… U WORK? U DRIVE
GardenCityCarDeals.com

Click Finance for Pre-Approval!

CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $15,000 WILL SELL FOR $9,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $9,000 WILL SELL FOR $6,000
CARS ORIGINALLY PRICED AT $6,000 WILL SELL FOR $3,000

SOME CARS WILL SELL FOR $999!

AS 
LOW 
AS

AS 
LOW 
AS

AS 
LOW 
AS

AS 
LOW 
AS

§

§

§

*

✔ $8 Oil Changes ✔ Shuttle Service
✔ National Loaner Car Program

✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
✔ Free Towing Service  

✔ Express Service Lane And More 
Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

PUSH,
PULL OR

TOW IT IN!
WE WANT 

YOUR TRADE IN

$99
BANK REPOSSESSIONS
AUCTION VEHICLES
LEASING VEHICLES
CREDIT UNIONS

RENTAL VEHICLES

DOWN

$99
AND

PER
MONTH
with approval

Just200
VEHICLES!
OverOverOverOver

FRIDAY • MAY 4TH

9AM-9PM
SATURDAY • MAY 5TH

9AM-6PM
SUNDAY • MAY 6TH

11AM-5PM

3 DAYS ONLY!

*

**
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Sponsors: CBRE, Citibank, The Foundry 
Media Sponsor: New Corporation/Times Ledger Newspapers  

Co-sponsors: Atlantic Maintenance Corporation, di Domenico + Partners, Green Mountain 
Graphics, Imaging Solutions Group, Lyons Mortgage Services, Inc., Mount Sinai Queens, Public Service Truck 

Renting, Inc., SDS Global Logistics, Shine Electronics Inc., The Jennings Company, 
York Scaffold Equipment Corp. 

 

Mingle with other LIC community members 
while enjoying wine and hors d'oeuvres 

 

Purchase tickets at www.licpartnership.org or 718-786-5300 x21 
$40 for members $50 for non-members 

Tuesday, June 12 
6 – 8 PM 

The Foundry 
42-38 9 Street 

Long Island City, NY 11101 

Spring Gathering 
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1.866.MOBILITY – ATT.COM/NETWORK – VISIT A STORE

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. Deployment ongoing. 4G LTE device and data plan required. Claim compares 4G LTE 
download speeds to industry average 3G download speeds. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network.

Get all the coverage you need!
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack.* 

Limited-time offer. Nokia Lumia 900 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Geographic, usage, and other terms, 
conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be 
charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), 
a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and 
services from AT&T. Phone subject to availability. Microsoft Windows® Phone and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, 
or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen images simulated. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

NOKIA LUMIA 900

48 total pages 


