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BY REBECCA HENELY

Western Queens officials 
were disheartened and angry af-
ter the city Panel for Educational 

Policy voted last week to close 
three high schools in the area.

Newtown, Long Island City 
and William Cullen Bryant high 
schools were three of the seven 

in Queens and 24 throughout the 
city that the panel decided should 
be shuttered or sent through the 
“turnaround” model due to grad-
uation rates of less than 60 per-

cent in previous years.
All three western Queens 

high schools will be closed at the 
end of the 2011-12 school year and 

Three western Queens HSs axed
City panel votes to close Newtown, Long Island City and William Cullen Bryant 

Long Island City High School teacher Luisa Cruz breaks down in tears as the city Panel for Educational Policy decides to shutter her school. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 20

Idling vehicles 
swiped outside
Dunkin’ shop

BY JOE ANUTA

In Whitestone, a cup of coffee 
can run more than $100,000.

Over the last two months, 
multiple car thefts have occurred 
in front of a Clintonville Road 
Dunkin’ Donuts after commuters 
left their cars running while pop-
ping in to get their morning fix, 
according to the NYPD.

Two motorists had their 
rides taken while standing in line 
less than 100 feet away.

After one high-end auto was 
stolen in March, officers from the 
109th Precinct reminded custom-
ers to take their keys with them.

“We put up crime preven-
tion signs warning motorists of 
the dangers of leaving their car 
running,” said Capt. Christopher 
Manson, executive officer of the 
109th Precinct.

The signs are currently post-
ed on both doors of the Dunkin’ 
Donuts, but not everyone lis-
tened.

About a month after the first 
incident in early March, where a 
running 2008 Porche Carerra was 
stolen while the owner was inside 

Continued on Page 20

Peninsula shutdown
creates crisis: Pols

BY PHIL CORSO

The front entrance to Peninsula Hospital 
was  shuttered Sunday afternoon, as it had been 
since the beginning of the month. A sign on the 
door of the Lillian and Ira Lechtman Pavilion 
said that after 104 years, the Far Rockaway 
hospital had closed its doors for good and the 

Continued on Page 20

Aqueduct vows to end horse deaths
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
The operator of the 

racino at Aqueduct Race 
Track in South Ozone Park 
said the company is taking 
steps to ensure horses are 
protected after a rash of 
deaths during this year’s 
racing season.

As of the end of the rac-
ing season, which stretches 
from October to April 22, 
30 horses died either on 
the track or from injuries 
sustained during a race — 
an increase of 100 percent 
compared to the same peri-
od last year, according to a 
six-week-long investigation 

by the state Racing and Wa-
gering Board.

Resorts World Casino 
New York City,  which op-
erates a racino next to the 
race track, said the com-
pany will ensure injured 
equines will not be made 
to race.

Continued on Page 20

An elevated number of horse deaths plagued 
this year’s racing season at Aqueduct 
Race Track in South Ozone Park. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com



3
 Q

UEENS W
EEKLY, M

AY 6, 2012    •  TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

BY JOE ANUTA

Several candidates 
vying for the new congres-
sional seat centered in east-
ern Queens were knocked 
off the ballot after some 
of the signatures they col-
lected were ruled invalid, 
but court challenges could 
reverse their fortunes.

Out of the nine origi-
nal contenders, six met the 
required 938 signatures 
for a major party and the 
314 signatures for a minor 
party spot.

 Juan Sheng, running 
on the Democratic ticket, 
was kicked off the ballot by 
the city Board of Elections 
after she fell short of the 938 
voter signatures required 
to get onto the ballot.

Sheng’s signatures 
were challenged by Jeffrey 
Wang, who contested them 
on behalf of the Queens 
Democratic Party, the back-
er of state Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing).

After Wang filed ob-
jections to more than 700 
of the roughly 1,200 signa-
tures collected by Sheng, 
the board confirmed them 
and took her name 
off the ticket.

Last week, 
Meng’s camp also 
filed a suit in 
State Supreme Court to get 
Sheng knocked off the bal-
lot, which prompted a state-
ment from the grassroots 
candidate.

“It is a shame that 
Grace Meng feels the need 
to fight this election in the 
courtroom instead of at the 
ballot box,” Sheng said last 
week.

Sheng is a member of 
Emily’s List, an organiza-
tion that encourages wom-
en to run for public office. 
That same organization en-
dorsed Meng in the race.

It was unclear if she 
would be going to court to 
contest the board’s find-
ings.

Meng was running on 
both the Democratic and 
Independence tickets, but 
was knocked off the Inde-

pendence line by a woman 
named Deborah Davis.

A Forest Hills resident 
named Joseph Tiraco, also 
running on the Indepen-
dence line, was knocked 

off the ballot after 
Wang filed objec-
tions, leaving the 
party with no 
candidates unless 

Tiraco challenges the find-
ings in court.

Barring any court de-
cisions, the Democratic pri-
mary will consist of Meng, 
Assemblyman Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows), 
City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) and Bayside aller-
gist Dr. Robert Mittman, 
who survived scrutiny of 
the board but still faces a 
court challenge from Lanc-
man.

Jeff Gottlieb, a city 
BOE employee, dropped 
out of the race, as did his 
replacement, Rosedale law-
yer Stephen Green.

The Republican ticket 
consists of City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone) and the sole Green 
Party ticket candidate is 

Evergreen Chou.
 Mittman vigorously 

disputed rumors that he 
was dropping out of the 
race after a TimesLedger 
Newspapers report last 
week.

“In no way did I drop 
out of the race,” Mittman 
said in a phone interview, 
dismissing the talk as a ca-
nard to discredit his cam-
paign.

But last week, 
TimesLedger placed a call 
to Mittman’s mother’s 
house after the doctor did 
not return several phone 
calls. The woman who an-
swered the phone at the 
residence of Tess Mittman 
would not identify herself, 
but said Mittman was not 
running.

A subsequent call 
placed to Mittman’s Bay-
side office was answered by 
another woman who said 
she was not supposed to be 
speaking to the press, but 
conceded the allergist was 
overwhelmed and that she 
personally heard Mittman 
say he was going to pull out 
of the race.

Susan Silverman, a 

Bayside lawyer listed as his 
contact, also said Mittman 
had been focusing on stay-
ing on the ballot and any 
rumors about him not run-
ning were false.

Other hopefuls picked 
up a flurry of endorsements 
this week. Crowley was en-
dorsed by the International 
Association of Machinists 
and Aerospace Workers 
District 15, International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters 
Local 210 and Local 553, 
Metallic Lathers and Rein-
forcing Ironworkers Local 
46, as well as the Transport 
Workers Union Local 100.

Lancman was en-
dorsed by Teamsters Local 
Unions 804, 808 and 917 and 
the Organization of Staff 
Analysts.

Meng was endorsed 
by South Asian leaders, in-
cluding the head of the Alli-
ance of South Asian Ameri-
can Labor and the former 
head of SAYA!

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566. 

After two are knocked off the ballot in the race for the new congressional seat in eastern Queens, 
six competitors remain: Evergreen Chou (clockwise from top l.) Council members Elizabeth Crowley 
and Dan Halloran, Assembly members Rory Lancman and Grace Meng and Bayside allergist Dr. Robert 
Mittman.

Bird strikes on passenger airplanes prompted U.S. Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand to introduce legislation seeking to expedite the removal 
of  geese from Jamaica Bay. AP Photo/City of Show Low, Ariz.

Bill asks feds to cull 
geese at JFK, LGA

BY STEVE MOSCO
  
Geese better find a 

new place to molt this sum-
mer since a bill introduced 
by U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand (D-N.Y.) would make 
rounding up the birds easi-
er around area airports.

After a plane at John 
F. Kennedy International 
Airport was forced to make 
an emergency landing fol-
lowing a bird strike last 
week, the senator proposed 
legislation streamlining 
communications between 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and National 
Park Service. This would 
allow for the swift removal 
of Canada geese from major 
city airports.

“We cannot afford to sit 
back and wait for a catastro-
phe to occur before cutting 
through bureaucratic red 
tape between federal agen-
cies,” said Gillibrand. “We 
cannot and should not wait 
another day to act while 
public safety is at risk.”

Gillibrand’s legislation 
would expedite the removal 
of Canada geese from the 
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Ref-
uge near JFK by requiring 
the USDA to act within 90 
days of a determination by 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministrator and the Nation-
al Parks Service that geese 
residing on lands within 5 
miles of a commercial air-
port pose a threat to flight 
safety.

The geese would be re-
moved during their molting 
period — between June and 
August — when the birds 
lose their feathers and can-
not fly. According to Carol 
Bannerman, public affairs 
specialist for the USDA 
wildlife services, removal 
of geese could involve lethal 
procedures such as shoot-
ing or gassing the animals.

Bannerman said the 
USDA’s first goal is to 
chase birds away or make 
the land around an airport 
less attractive to the popu-
lation.

But in cases of immi-
nent danger, lethal force is 
employed.

“Sometimes we’re 
faced with making the de-
cision between the indi-
vidual animal and human 
safety. When you look at the 
population involved here, 
Canada geese are abun-
dant,” she said. “The goal is 
not to rid the country or a 
state or a city of all Canada 
geese. Our constant focus 
is on how we can keep avia-
tion passengers safe while 
maintaining the wildlife 
population.”

A recent FAA report 
found that bird strikes 
have risen in each of the 
past three years, but Ban-
nerman stressed while the 
numbers are up, it is not 
necessarily because more 
contact is occurring on 
runways.

Ackerman seat race heats up
Two House candidates kicked off ballot amid signature challenges
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The World’s Most Unique Jewelry

What should I buy my mommy? Alicia’s Jewelers, 
specializing in Mother’s Day Smiles since 1983.

ANNUAL MOTHER’S DAY SALE

Monday – Saturday 10:00-5:45 pm
Thursday 10:00-8:45 pm
Sunday 12:00-5:00 pm

Bay Terrace Shopping Center
211-19 26th Avenue
Bayside, NY 11360

BY JOE ANUTA

In a city auction nine years 
ago, a man put up hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for what he 
thought was waterfront property, 
but it turned out to be a parcel of 
land in the middle of a College 
Point boat yard and now the De-
partment of Citywide Adminis-
trative Services is attempting to 
pawn off the parcel once again.

At the time, the 3,850-square-
foot, irregularly shaped lot was 
completely surrounded by a 
gravel area that the College Point 
Yacht Club used to store boats, 
much to the bidder’s surprise. 

“When the gentleman won 
the bid, he put down a deposit,” 
said Kim Cody, a member of the 
yacht club, at 304 126th St.,  and 
president of the Greater Whites-
tone Taxpayers Civic Associa-
tion. “When he came to look at the 
property, he was a little bit con-
fused. We actually marked it off 
with yellow tape to show where it 
was.”

The man, identified as James 
Kim,  had put down a 10 percent 

deposit on his roughly $246,000 
bid at a city-sponsored auction 
July 23, 2003.  Additional infor-
mation about Kim was not avail-
able by press time.

When putting the property 
up for sale, the city probably had 
used out-of-date surveys that did 
not accurately reflect the coast-
line of College Point, according 
to Artie McCrossen, the vice 
commodore at the club. Starting 
in the 1900s, filling material was 
added in various places through-
out the neighborhood to extend 
the peninsula farther into Long 
Island Sound.

It was not clear whether Kim 
got his deposit back from the city, 
but the parcel returned to the 
hands of the department and was 
set to be auctioned once again 
May 10 — that is, if the club can-
not strike a deal first.

“We’re trying to get that 
piece pulled from the city auc-
tion,” McCrossen said.

The club wants to trade other 
property it owns for the parcel, 
especially since the circumstanc-
es of the lot have changed since 

2003.
In a brochure the city is dis-

tributing, a map of the lot shows it 
is bordered on one side by a road 
— a road that does not yet exist.

The city wants to extend 
Powell’s Cove Boulevard right 
through the yacht club’s borders 
on land the club rents from the 

department. The road would pass 
right by the property.

McCrossen said the club 
owns land on the other side of 
the proposed road that it wants to 
give to the city in exchange for the 
irregularly shaped lot. A trade 
would streamline its property 
without sticking the club with a 

useless triangle-shaped strip of 
grass across from the proposed 
thoroughfare.

The club turned to City 
Councilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone), who sent a letter re-
questing the department look into 
the deal, but it has not received a 
response.

Otherwise, the lot, which 
is zoned for manufacturing use, 
will hit the auction block at what 
McCrossen called the absurd 
minimum bid of $114,000.

The department seems to be 
repeating some of the same proce-
dures that led to the last misrep-
resentation of the property.

A picture in the brochure is a 
photo of the club. In it, McCrossen 
said there is a blue truck the club 
sold about nine years ago, show-
ing that the city is again using 
outdated information to pitch the 
oddly shaped property.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

City to sell plot in middle of College Pt. yacht club

A photo of the lot for sale by the Department of Citywide Administrative 
Services that yacht club members say was taken about nine years ago. 

Photo courtesy DCAS



5
 Q

UEENS W
EEKLY, M

AY 6, 2012    •  TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

Door
Buster SAVE AN

EXTRA 10%OFF
ALREADY DISCOUNTED PRICES!

With this coupon only. Excludes ad specials, clearance items, hot buys

and prior sales. Can’t be combined with other offers. $500 Min.

Purchase. Limit one per customer. Exp 5/7/12.

NOMONEY DOWN+ plus + INTEREST FREEFINANCINGAVAILABLESee store for details

OVER 100 RECLINERS ON DISPLAY! • NEXT DAY DELIVERY ON EVERYTHING IN STOCK!†

Door
Buster

Ends
Monday!

Ends
Monday!

$89999LEAH Full Size
Sofabed

ALL LEATHER ON SALE
SAVE 

HUNDREDS!
Featuring Reclining Sofas,

Loveseats and More

ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
150 Sunrise Hwy
516-766-0910

CARLE PLACE
265 Glen Cove Rd.
516-248-2323

FARMINGDALE
1644 Route 110
631-845-4790

SETAUKET
4016 Nesconset Hwy. (Rte 347)
631-642-3240

ALL STORES OPEN: Monday– Saturday 10am-9pm (RVC 10am-6pm), Sunday 11am-6pm

1-800-RECLINER          WWW.LAZBOY.COM/LONGISLAND-NYC

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

Photos are for illustration only. Not all items in all stores. Delivery charges apply. Immediate delivery, in stock items only. †Restrictions apply. Available on in-
stock merchandise, Delivery Days Tuesday thru Saturday. Purchase must be made prior to 2 pm. May not apply to certain delivery locations. See store for details.

AMITY
Recliner

$44999
Orig. $549.99

4 Lift Chair
Styles
Available

GIVES YOU 
AN EXTRA BOOST!

$79999CLARK Reclining Sofa
Orig. $1359.99

14 Styles 
to Choose! 

SAVE 
$560

LAWRENCE
Chaise
Recliner

$49999
Orig. $849.99

SAVE 
$350

“Come in and feel the difference.”

CALVIN
Leather
Match
Chaise
Recliner

$74999
Orig. $1199.99

SAVE 
$450

ANDERSON Recliner

$3993999999$39999
$49999

PQ

Hey Queens... We’re Closer Than You Think!

BY JOE ANUTA

The former Flushing 
High School student ac-
cused of plotting to blow up 
city subways was convicted 
Tuesday afternoon of every 
terrorism charge he faced 
in Brooklyn federal court.

Adis Medunjanin, 28, 
faces life in prison after a 
jury found him guilty of 
charges, including conspir-
ing to use weapons of mass 
destruction, conspiring to 
commit murder in a for-
eign country and provid-
ing material support to and 
receiving military training 
from al-Qaeda.

“Adis Medunjanin’s 
journey of radicalization 
led him from Flushing, 
Queens, to Peshawar, Paki-
stan, to the brink of a terror-
ist attack in New York City 
— and soon to a lifetime in 
federal prison,” U.S. Attor-
ney Loretta Lynch said in a 
statement. “As this case has 
proved, working against so-
phisticated terrorist orga-
nizations and against the 
clock, our law enforcement 
and intelligence agencies 
can detect, disrupt and de-
stroy terrorist cells before 
they strike, saving count-
less innocent lives.”

The charges stemmed 
from a terror plot Medun-
janin hatched with two for-
mer classmates, Najibullah 
Zazi and Zarein Ahmedzay, 
who both pleaded guilty 
in 2010. Lynch called the 
trio’s plan to blow up city 
subways one of the most se-
rious threats since the 9/11 
terror attacks.

The testimony of Zazi 
and Ahmedzay about their 
trip to Pakistan in 2008, 
along with other convicted 
terror plotters, provided 
an inside look into the op-
erations of al-Qaeda that 
would not have been heard 
by the public if the case 
were tried in a military tri-
bunal instead of a U.S. Dis-
trict Court.

The conviction was 
good news for the city’s top 
watchdog, NYPD Commis-
sioner Raymond Kelly.

“I want to commend 
prosecutors for the convic-
tion of Adis Medunjanin,” 
he said. “His conviction 
stands as a stark reminder 
of terrorists’ desire long af-
ter 9/11 to return to the city 
to kill more New Yorkers.”

Medunjanin is set to 
be sentenced by Brook-

lyn Federal Judge John 
Gleeson Sept. 7, where he 
faces a mandatory sentence 
of life in prison, according 
to Lynch’s office.

The Bosnian native 
was arrested in 2010 days 
before he planned to help 
execute the plot. After flee-
ing law enforcement, he 
called 911 from his car and 
told the operator, “We love 
death more than you love 
your life,” before rear-end-
ing another vehicle on the 
Whitestone Expressway 
and crashing.

Police had already 
swooped down on his co-
conspirators, Zazi and 
Ahmedzay, after Zazi had 
brought bomb-making ma-
terials into the city from 
his home in Colorado.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Third Flushing HS graduate
found guilty of terrorist plot

Former Flushing High School student Adis Medunjanin faces life in 
prison after a jury convicted him of plotting to blow up New York 
City subways. AP Photo/U.S. attorney’s office

Adis Medunjanin 
hatched a terror 

plot with two 
former Queens 

classmates.

www.TimesLedger.com
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Laurelton homeown-
ers say city sidewalk trees 
are wreaking havoc with 
their sewer lines, leaving 
them few options but to re-
place the lines themselves 
at a hefty cost.

Homeowner Patricia 
Trotman, 76, said she knew 
there was something wrong 
with her sewer when water 
began backing up into her 
sink. She called a plumbing 
service, which came out 
and snaked a camera down 
into her sewer line.

She said she could see 
roots breaking into the pipe 
at two places: one where it 
passed by a tree near the 
sidewalk, and the other 
near the landscaped mall 
that runs down the middle 
of 139th Avenue.

She called a sewer 
service, which charged 
her $11,000 to rip up her 
front lawn and the roadway 
and lay down a new sewer 
line. She said she and her 
90-year-old husband live on 
a fixed income.

Through its Forestry 
Services, the city Parks 
Department removes dead 
sidewalk trees, prunes 
their branches and repairs 
sidewalks damaged by the 
trees’ roots. A spokesman 
for the department said the 
responsibility of maintain-
ing and repairing sewer 
systems falls on the shoul-
ders of property owners.

“Tree roots cannot 
damage sound pipes and 
only intrude if they have 
been afforded access by a 
break or perforation,” the 
spokesman said. “Older 
sewage lines sometimes 
rupture due to deteriorat-
ing joints or settling earth, 
seeping water and nutri-
ents into the surrounding 
soil. Once roots discover 
these leaks, they tend to 
grow towards and enter the 
source.”

“Parks does not per-
mit the removal of healthy 
trees, even in cases where 
roots may be interfering 
with a sewer,” the spokes-
man continued. “There 
are a number of temporary 
fixes that can be explored, 
including the use of com-
mercial drain cleaning 

products or professional 
root clearing services. 
However, the only real last-
ing solution is to repair the 
defective sewer line with 
impervious, watertight pip-
ing.”

Dwight Johnson, 
president of the Federated 
Blocks of Laurelton, said 
many homeowners in the 
area have come to him with 
similar complaints. He said 
the group’s next meeting 
will be a town hall co-host-
ed with Community Board 
13 District Manager Law-
rence McClean and city 
representatives to discuss 
the issue.

The meeting is sched-
uled for this Thursday 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at St. 
Luke Cathedral, at 133-21 
232nd Ave.

Trottman submit-
ted a claim with the city 
comptroller’s office to see 
if she could be reimbursed 
for her expenses, but other 
than the letter she received 
acknowledging receipt of 
her claim, she said she has 
had little luck following up 
on her claim. The letter did 
inform her that she has one 
year and 90 days after the 
date of the incident to bring 
a lawsuit against the city, if 
she chooses to do so.

“At my age, one year’s 
not promised to me,” she 
quipped.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) is 
lending a helping hand to 
a Queens restaurateur who 
is bringing some Southern 
barbecue flavor to Jamaica 
via Springfield Gardens 
and Afghanistan.

The councilman helped 
spread the word about the 
first of two job fairs Abdul 
Mosaver held Monday at his 
new Smoke BBQ Pit restau-
rant, at 147-01 Liberty Ave., 
where he was looking to fill 
up to 25 positions — includ-
ing cooks, servers, dish-
washers and a restaurant 
manager — by the time he 
opens his doors May 15.

“I am delighted to wel-
come Smoke Pit BBQ to 
the Jamaica community. 
It is imperative we sup-
port small businesses like 
Smoke Pit BBQ that strive 
to hire locally and continue 
to reinvest in our commu-

nity,” Wills said. “If you 
desire to work in a local 
business and have a strong 
work ethic as well experi-
ence in these positions, I 
encourage you to attend the 
open house.”

Mosaver said he will 
be inviting job seekers to 
stop by again this Thurs-
day from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. to 
drop off their résumés and 
fill out applications.

Jahi Rose, Wills’ direc-
tor of constituent affairs, 
said the councilman main-
tains a database of job op-
portunities and qualified 
applicants who call his of-
fice inquiring about job op-
portunities.

After filling out an 
application for a register/
waiter position, 22-year-old 
Quasan Pierce, of Ozone 
Park, said he thought the 
job market was getting bet-
ter than it has been in the 
past few years.

The patch of asphalt where Patricia Trotman’s sewer line was replaced and the offending sidewalk 
tree she says damaged the pipe. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Trees damage sewer pipes
City says residents must pay for repairs after roots wreak havoc

Job market heats up 
at new Jamaica BBQ

Abdul Mosaver shows off the mural inside his new barbecue res-
taurant in Jamaica. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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158-18 B Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, Queens 11414
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Design Very Lovely

Celebration

BY PHIL CORSO

Cars lined up for hours 
Saturday, idling away as 
drivers waited for their 
chance to be environmen-
tally responsible.

But despite all the fuel 
wasted, more than 3,000 
people passed through 
St. John’s University in 
Queens to properly and 
safely dispose of various 
electronic and hazardous 
materials.

Crowds of people hold-
ing empty propane tanks, 
paint cans, television sets, 
computers, stereos, micro-
waves and other electron-
ics flocked to St. John’s Uni-
versity to dump them off in 
a safe and environmentally 
acceptable way.

Matthew Perez, of 
Flushing, said he sat in 
his car for more than an 

hour before running out 
of gas and trying again on 
the other side of the cam-
pus, where a walk-in line 
extended down Utopia 
Parkway. He looked down 
the line with confusion, 
unsure where all the hype 
was coming from.

“This was a breeze last 
year,” Perez said, holding 
a computer monitor, cord-
less telephone, television 
remotes and other electron-
ics. “When I saw this line 
wrapping around, I thought 
there was a game here or 
something.”

But it wasn’t a game 
holding up traffic along 
Union Turnpike. According 
to David Hirschler, deputy 
director of waste preven-
tion for the city Sanitation 
Department, the annual 
safe disposal events have 
not included the tandem of 
electronics and household 

hazardous waste in years.
“Now that we’re col-

lecting all of these things, 
the response has been 
great. We’ve collected a 
massive amount of mate-
rial,” Hirschler said. “The 

people have been pretty pa-
tient. I think they’re just re-
lieved to get rid of this stuff 
and to have this option.”

To attract more at-
tention, he said Sanitation 
mailed letters to all city 

residents to promote the 
event. More than 80 work-
ers pillaged through old 
electronics to recycle them 
while leaving as little im-
pact on the environment as 
possible.

Depending on the 
product, the materials col-
lected are recycled, blended 
for fuel or sent to licensed 
hazardous waste treatment 
plants for safe disposal, the 
department said.

Sanitation held five 
SAFE Disposal events this 
spring, with one in each 
borough, to deliver a one-
stop means for residents to 
get rid of potentially harm-
ful household products. The 
Queens stop at St. John’s 
University drew more than 
3,000 people, Hirschler said. 
It was the first Sanitation 
Department-sponsored safe 
recycling event in Queens 
since 2008.

Lucy Nersesian, of 
Bayside, pushed a large 
green wheelbarrow full of 
paint cans, oil cans, radios 
and other items out of her 
garage toward the front of 
the walk-in recycling line. 
She said she was glad to be 
getting rid of it all despite 
the wait.

“This stuff’s got to 
go either way,” Nersesian 
said. “I’d rather do it the 
right way.”

Hirschler said Sanita-
tion planned on holding the 
same event annually for 
each borough in the com-
ing years so residents have 
more options when looking 
to get rid of electronics or 
hazardous waste.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573

Workers from Sims Recycling Solutions (l.-r.) Lamar Rochardson, 
Monquell Conway and John Fernandez wrap up TVs that had been 
dropped off. More photos on Page 18. Photo by Christina Santucci

Thousands  fl ock to St. John’s to recycle hazardous items
Residents wait for hours to dump electronics, paint cans at Sanitation’s expanded disposal event
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Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing
New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Sunday, May 6 at 3:00 PM   FREE ADMISSION
Jason D. Antos discusses his latest book, 
“Flushing: Then and Now”
Author and staff reporter-photographer for the 
Queens Gazette, Jason D. Antos will discuss his 
latest published book, “Flushing: Then and Now.” 
Visitors will have a unique opportunity to share their 
memories of Flushing while viewing this most recent addition to Arcadia 
Press’ series, “Then and Now.” 

Sunday, May 20 at 2:30 PM   FREE TOUR AND CONCERT
Second Annual Sacred Sites Open House
Tour at 2:30pm followed by a concert, East Meets 
West. The Conservancy’s Sacred Sites Program 
is the only non-profi t statewide program in the 
nation responding to the unique preservation 
needs of historic religious properties. Moreover, 
the synagogue is the recipient of the fi rst-ever Historic Synagogue Fund 
award: a challenge grant for the restoration of its monumental stained 
glass windows and wood sash.

Sat., May 12 & 19 at 8:00 PM & Sun., May 13 at 3:00 PM
Gypsy - The Musical  Presented by FSF 
Community Theatre Group. For more information 
and tickets, please call (718) 229-8547 or email 
fsfctg@yahoo.com
COST: SATURDAYS $16 
($14 SENIORS 60+ / KIDS 12 & UNDER)
SUNDAY $14 (ALL SEATS)

Wed., May 9, 16, 23 & 30 at 7:30 PM
2012 Adult Education Program Presents: The Evolution of God  
As part of his annual series of adult education programming at Free 
Synagogue, Cantor Steven Pearlston invites you to come and learn 
about, “The Evolution of God.”
COST: NON-MEMBERS $5 PER CLASS / PREPAYMENT OF 5 CLASSES $20

Weekly in May
Saturday:  

Sunday:  

Monday:  
Tuesday:  
Friday:  

 Interfaith/multicultural families 
 Certifi ed teachers

 Individualized attention to students and their needs
Audio link for the hearing impaired for services, ramps, & chair lift to our sanctuary & social hall   

TUITION COST:
$125 a year per family for our religious school and Tot Shabbat program 

“For mine house shall be called a house of prayer for all people” 

Unique hands-on interactive

“Family Jewish Education Program” 

SPECIAL 
OFFER:

“Free Synagogue Membership” 
Including High-Holiday tickets

for families enrolling kids under 10 years of 
age in our religious education program

BY REBECCA HENELY

Despite early concern 
from Community Board 
2 members, the airline 
company JetBlue received 
unanimous approval from 
the City Council Monday to 
build a 40-foot backlit sign 
on top of its new headquar-
ters in Long Island City.

“I think it’s going to 
be a visual reminder of 
the continued transforma-
tion and resurgence of the 
Dutch Kills/Queens Plaza 
area, and I think it’s going 
to be a symbol that Long 
Island City/Queens Plaza 
is open for business,” Coun-
cilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) said.

After being headquar-
tered in Forest Hills for 
years and briefly consider-
ing a move to Florida, Jet-
Blue changed its plans and 
moved into the Brewster 
Building, which once 
housed the Brewster car 
and aviation manufacturer, 
at 27-01 Queens Plaza N. The 
airline company,  which has 
1,000 employees in Queens, 
held a large ribbon-cutting 
attended by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) 
last month.

But before that date 
the company had lobbied 
for zoning approval for a 
sign to place on top of its 
new headquarters. The 40-
foot backlit sign would be 
shaped like the company 
logo in a similar fashion to 
the Silvercup Studios and 
PepsiCola signs located 
elsewhere in Long Island 
City.

Proposing a zoning 
amendment that would al-
low for such a sign, JetBlue 
asked for approval from 
Community Board 1 and 
Community Board 2.

CB 1, which repre-
sents Astoria and Dutch 
Kills above Queens Plaza 
North, where the Brewster 
Building is located, gave its 
blessings, but CB 2, which 

represents the area across 
the street from JetBlue’s 
new offices, did not. Mem-
bers had approved of Jet-
Blue having such a sign, 
but worried that an amend-
ment would set a precedent 
that could encourage many 
similar signs in the neigh-
borhood.

“I think it’s important 
to not misread their inten-
tions,” Van Bramer said.

Others were more sup-
portive, however. Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
gave her nod to the amend-
ment as did the Department 

of City Planning.
The councilman said 

the zoning amendment in 
its final form put in some 
stipulations to prevent a 
proliferation of signs in 
Queens Plaza. To have such 
a sign, businesses must oc-
cupy a commercial build-
ing and take up either 20 
percent or 50,000 square 
feet of the floor space.

“I think those con-
cerns were heard and they 
were listened to, and I 
think the process worked,” 
Van Bramer said.

The councilman said 
the sign would be another 
iconic landmark in the 
community.

“JetBlue’s arrival is 
something that we’re all 
thrilled about and we want 
JetBlue to succeed, we want 
them to grow,” Van Bramer 
said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

JetBlue sign lands spot 
along Queens skyline

JetBlue received the City Council’s OK to install a large backlit sign 
on the Long Island City building that houses its corporate offices. 

Rendering courtesy JetBlue

It’s going to be a 
symbol that Long 
Island City/Queens 
Plaza is open for 

business.
Jimmy VanBramer

City Councilman
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FREE ESTIMATES ON
ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGa, ETC. VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com 

“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” 

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

SCAN HERE
FOR OUR WEBSITE

FREE 
*

or more

 FREE*

Watch Battery
w/repair 

or more 

* Not to be combined with 
any other offer. Expires 

8.31.12

“Be Different” Let’s make your next Dream Piece of 
Jewelry a Reality... Unusual and One-Of-A-Kind Collections

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds
Into Custom Designed Jewelry
to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum
Jewelry Repair On The Premises

Diamond Setting and Sizing 
while you wait. Viewing permitted

Free Prong Checking              
while you wait

Avella backs spa developer despite prostitution scandal
State senator continues support for College Point project after Queens DA vets Kwang Nam Park

BY JOE ANUTA

A man whose hotel 
was raided in a prostitution 
sting still has the support 
of a state lawmaker to open 
a business in College Point.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) said he is back-
ing Kwang Nam Park’s 
vision of a spa at the Col-
lege Point Corporate Park, 
even after Queens District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
announced in March that 
Park’s Kew Motor Inn was 
raided and several employ-
ees arrested and charged 
with crimes related to pros-
titution.

“Until there is some 
connection, I’m not backing 
off of my support,” Avella 
said in an interview.

Avella conferred with 
Brown to confirm that Park 
himself had not been impli-
cated in any wrongdoing 
and said it would be unfair 

to assume that Park was 
privy to the daily goings-on 
of the hot sheets destina-
tion, which was described 
by the DA’s office as an al-
leged haven for pimps and 
prostitutes and a source 
of arrests for prostitution-
related crimes — including 
one involving an underage 
girl.

Park is listed as the 
chief executive officer of 
Delta Kew Holding Corp., at 
139-01 Grand Central Pkwy. 
— the same address as the 
Kew Motor Inn, according 
to the state Division of Cor-
porations database.

Neither Park nor his 
son Irving, who is listed as 
an executive officer in the 
company, responded to a 
request for comment.

But Avella said Park 
made several improve-
ments to the motel after 
it was padlocked by law 
enforcement, and it is now 

open for business once 
again.

Undercover NYPD 
officers observed that em-
ployees accepted bribes, 
allowed prostitution and 
sometimes even helped co-
ordinate it, the DA said.

Five employees were 
charged with prostitution-
related offenses.

Avella initially said 
he was concerned with the 
DA’s announcement, but af-
ter checking with Brown’s 
office and meeting with 

Park again, he was back on 
board.

The senator had been 
a vocal supporter of Park’s 
spa plans after both Com-
munity Board 7 and Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall recommended the 

application be axed.
In early April, he said, 

“I do not agree with the 
community board’s report 
nor do I agree with the bor-
ough president’s report.”

Avella said he opposed 
the construction of a differ-
ent spa on 11th Avenue in a 
residential neighborhood, 
but this spa in a corporate 
park is in a more appro-
priate area that would not 
have as much of an adverse 
impact on residents.

Last week, the pro-
posal was set to go the city 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals, the agency that will 
make the final determina-
tion on whether or not to 
grant Park a special permit 
to build his two-story busi-
ness, complete with a roof-
top pool.

 There is no set sched-
ule of when the board will 
make up its mind.

Kwang Nam Park (l.-r.), owner of the Kew Motor Inn and the site of a proposed College Point spa, 
speaks about the project with Korean-American PR man David Chulwoo Lee and state Sen. Tony Avella 
in January, months before his motel was raided on charges of permitting prostitution.
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

BY JOE ANUTA

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
formally announced Friday 
that she will run in the new-
ly created Asian district 
centered around Flushing 
and she had members of the 
community on hand to tout 
her credibility.

Elected officials, in-
cluding City Comptroller 
John Liu and community 
leaders including Peter Tu, 
of the Flushing Chinese 
Business Asso-
ciation, threw 
their support be-
hind Stavisky on 
the steps of the 
Flushing branch 
of Queens Public Library, 
along with other members 
of the Asian community.

“I’m asking the Asian 
leaders to support Toby 
Stavisky in this election,” 
said John Park, of the Kore-
an-American Political Em-
powerment Association. 

But Tu, along with 
another speaker, also al-
luded to perceptions that 
Stavisky has turned a blind 
eye to the Asian commu-
nity during her 13 years in 
the state Legislature.

“I’ll be blunt for a sec-
ond,” said state Assembly-
woman Grace Meng (D-
Flushing). “Once in a blue 
moon you hear mutterings 
about someone saying, ‘Has 
Toby really been here for a 
certain part of the commu-

nity?’”
Both Meng and Tu 

countered those percep-
tions, as did Stavisky in 
an interview after the an-
nouncement.

“Obviously it’s not 
true,” she said. “I think it’s 
very clear that I have wide-
spread support.”

Stavisky also ad-
dressed the fact that she 
does not currently live in 
the district. After the decen-
nial redistricting process, 
where a state body redraws 

political boundar-
ies to accommo-
date for popula-
tion change, her 
Beechhurst co-op 
was drawn into 

the same district as Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
which would have pitted 
them against each other in 
a primary.

When asked if she 
would rent or buy in the 
district, Stavisky declined 
to comment, saying she was 
not assuming she would 
win.

Initially, Stavisky said 
she waited until legal chal-
lenges to the process were 
addressed before selecting 
the Flushing-centric dis-
trict, where 53 percent of 
the population is Asian, to 
run.

So far an Asian candi-
date has not come forward 
to challenge Stavisky in 
this year’s race. But Yen 
Chou, who was at Stavisky’s 

rally and who ran for City 
Council in 2009, has not 
ruled out a run. Chou was 
at the rally for Stavisky to 
support the Democratic 
Party, she said.

But according to a 
Korean nonprofit that ad-
vocated for the majority-
Asian seat, ensuring an 
Asian candidate ran was 
not the point anyway.

“The redistricting ef-
forts we made were so that 
the community could have 
a stronger voice,” said 
James Hong, of the MinK-
won Center, in downtown 
Flushing, who added that 
the final lines were not 
ideal but at least a step in 
the right direction. “Our 
goal was never get an Asian 
elected.”

But Stavisky will have 
to go up against fellow 
Democrat John Messer, a 
Oakland Gardens lawyer 
and business owner, who 
ran against the senator in a 
three-way 2010 primary for 
the same seat.

Messer said he is 
not only going up against 
Stavisky herself, but the 
Queens Democratic Party 
and the consulting firm 
Parkside, which is par-
tially run by Stavisky’s son 
Evan.

“You’re going against 
an empire whose family 
has been there for 30 years,” 
said Messer, who has yet to 
have a kickoff event.

Stavisky to campaign 
in new Asian district

Supporters from the Queens Democratic Party and the Chinese community, including state 
Assemblywoman Grace Meng (second from r.), throw their support behind the re-election campaign 
of state Sen. Toby Stavisky (third from r.). Photo by Joe Anuta
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Health Plus and Amerigroup 

have become one health plan. 
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the same great products —

they’re not changing.  

But now they’re backed by a team 

that has more doctors, more 

hospitals and more choices than 

ever. HealthPlus Amerigroup: 

�����������	�
�����������

Questions? Visit healthplus.amerigroup.com. 

New York has a great new team. Y0005_12 HP Print File & Use 03/26/2012

HealthPlus Amerigroup is an HMO 
with a Medicare contract.

Managed
Long-Term 

Care
Medicare

Queens Library archives provide window into boro’s past
Centennial celebration in Jamaica tours county’s historical collection of photos, maps, newspapers

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
It is hard to imagine 

Queens as anything other 
than a bustling urban 
borough, but the crowded 
asphalt streets were once 
country road-lined farm-
lands from Bayside to Long 
Island City.

As the division manag-
er at the Archives at Queens 
Library, Judith Todman 
enthusiastically guides his-
torical hunters through a 
treasure trove of artifacts 
that signify the borough’s 
transition into this era’s fa-
miliar cityscape.

“We document the 
changes in Queens,” said 
Todman. “The depth of our 
collection provides a win-
dow to the past for anyone 
interested.”

This year marks the 
100th anniversary of the 
Archives at Queens Li-
brary, on the second floor 

of the Central Library, at 
89-11 Merrick Blvd. in Ja-
maica. Specializing in the 
history of the four coun-
ties of geographic Long 
Island — Queens, Kings 
(Brooklyn), Nassau and 
Suffolk — the library offers 
books, newspapers, maps, 
historical photographs and 
random, everyday items 
dubbed ephemera.

The library invited 
members of the academic 
and library communities 
to celebrate the centennial 
with a tour of the collection 
last week.

Tom Galante, director 
and chief executive officer 
of Queens Library, said the 
staff at the library takes 
painstaking steps to man-
age the archives — putting 
in long hours to make sure 
visitors have the opportu-
nity to access the rich col-
lection.

“We look back to learn 

about history, but we also 
look back for fun,” said 
Galante, who counts news-
paper archives and his-
toric maps as some of his 
favorite pieces. “It really is 
something to look back and 
see what life was like 50 or 
100 years ago when Queens 
was mostly farmland.”

The vast collection of 
artifacts continues to grow 
and reach new generations 

of students, journalists and 
self-proclaimed historians. 
In order to simplify and 
modernize the collection, 
the archives has launched 
the tedious task of digi-
tizing photos, maps, land 
deeds and virtually every 
other dusty piece in the col-
lection.

“Everyone wants digi-
tal. People want to be able 
to log on and do a quick In-

ternet search,” said John 
Hyslop, digital assets man-
ager at the Archives. “Digi-
tization vastly improves 
accessibility and that’s 
important because it helps 
current residents develop a 
sense of place.”

Digitizing thousands 
of photos and documents is 
no simple task, according to 
Hyslop. It involves an innu-
merable number of hours, 
meticulously scanning the 
artifacts while protecting 
the pieces from light and 
the elements.

Archivist Erik Hu-
ber said while it is labor-
intensive, digitization is a 
rewarding process because 
it reveals the library’s im-
mense collection to an au-
dience not likely to spend 
hours in the archive’s 
stacks searching for physi-
cal relics of years gone by.

“This is the history of 
the place we live and digiti-

zation puts it  right in front 
of us,” said Huber. “It’s in-
credible that typing a few 
words into a search engine 
can put this information at 
your fingertips.”

But even if these items 
were not available in a digi-
tal format, Huber believes 
residents of any area should 
know the story behind the 
streets they walk everyday.

“Why are some streets 
numbered while others 
have names? That is a ques-
tion you can have answered 
here,” said Huber. “But it’s 
more than just streets — 
Queens is the most diverse 
county in the U.S. The peo-
ple made this place what it 
is, and to know what they 
were facing back then is 
just fascinating.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Some of the artifacts at Queens Library’s archives include class 
photos and a model from the 1964 World’s Fair in Flushing. 

Photo by Steve Mosco
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Every Table has a Marina Side Veiw of Manhasset Bay

10 Matinecock Ave. Port Washington, NY
www.lamottas.net

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make first  left onto Manhasset Ave. 
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make first let onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Join Us For Our 2012 Season

Waterside Restaurant

24 feet of “Delicious Food”  accompanied by 
“Waterside Dining”. 

Select from our Breakfast and Lunch stations: 

HOT DISHES INCLUDE: 

Our Omelet Chef Prepares Your Creation

Assorted Salad Station
 CARVING STATION - DESSERT STATION

Unlimited Coffee* Tea*
One Complementary Mimosa, soda or juice

$36.95 Per Person 
$21.95 for Children  4-10yrs 

(Plus N.Y.S tax  + Gratuity of 2010 added on)

Join us for Our “Mother’s Day On the Bay”
Sunday Brunch Buffet Sun. May 13th

Reservations Required    Seating’s 11:45am, 1pm and 2pm
Dinner Seatings for ala carte Menu 4:30pm, 5:00pm & 5:30pm

GRAND SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET

Live Music
Friday Nights

at
Patio Bar

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 13th

L’Italiano Trattoria
718-224-2536

www.litalianotrattoriany.com

Italian cuisine cooking classes-gif t certificates available

718 224 2536

Private parties 
are the specialty 

of the house

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 13th 
Call for Reservations.

Open for lunch & dinner: Tuesday through Sunday.

BY JOE ANUTA

City Comptroller John 
Liu was the guest of honor 
at two headline-grabbing 
fund-raisers this week, 
but he also schmoozed at a 
less-publicized dinner with 
Flushing’s Chinese com-
munity days the night be-
fore his former campaign 
treasurer was indicted on 
federal wire fraud charges.

Jia “Jenny” Hou, 25, 
was indicted Friday on 
fraud charges , just one day 
after Liu held a fund-raiser 
in Flushing, although it was 
unclear whether he was 
planning to run for mayor 
or comptroller again.

The Beijing native was 
charged by a grand jury 
with using fake donors to 
funnel illegal campaign 
contributions into Liu’s 
war chest. Hou was placed 
on the same indictment as 
Xing Wu “Oliver” Pan, who 
prosecutors also allege col-
lected illegal donations for 
Liu.

Both Hou and Pan 
pleaded not guilty Mon-
day in Manhattan federal 
court.

The news of Hou’s in-
dictment came the morn-
ing after Liu held a fund-
raiser at the banquet room 
of Queens Crossing, at 136-
17 39th Ave., where he used 
forceful language to de-
scribe an ambiguous elec-
tion next year..

“We’re going full-speed 
ahead,” Liu told a group of 
more than 100 supporters. 
“We’re not going to let up 
until we win next year.”

The mostly Chinese-
speaking crowd — which 
included Flushing business 
bigwigs like Michael Lee, 
of F&T Group, the company 
that built Queens Cross-
ing, and Timothy Chuang, 
a former board member 
of the Flushing Chinese 
Business Association — re-
peated a cheer that roughly 
translated to “John Liu, get 
elected!”

Diners had no idea 
about the impending in-
dictment, but the speakers 
noted that Liu has been 
under increased scrutiny 
since the fall after a New 
York Times report called 
some of Liu’s campaign do-
nations into question. 

Shortly afterward, U.S. 

Attorney Preet Bharara 
in Manhattan announced 
the arrest and indictment 
of Pan for allegedly offer-
ing to funnel $1,600 to Liu’s 
campaign for a man who 
turned out to be an under-
cover FBI agent.

“Despite all the nega-
tive press he has received 
since October, I want all of 
us to be comforted by our 
resolve,” said Hugh Mo, 
the former deputy commis-
sioner of the NYPD, before 
directly addressing Liu at 
the Flushing dinner. “We 
have faith ... we are proud 
you are the first Asian-
American elected to city-
wide office.”

Liu also acknowledged 
that the early phases of 
his campaign have been 
fraught with controversy 
and were not likely to get 
easier.

City Comptroller John Liu (c.) is flanked by Councilman Peter Koo 
(l.) and state Assemblywoman Grace Meng (r.) along with members 
of the Flushing Chinese community at a fund raising event. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Flushing cheers on Liu
as feds pursue his aide
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
A city greenhouse 

growing flowers to bright-
en the concrete landscape 
of Queens  is now a state-of-
the-art facility after a ma-
jor overhaul.

The Forest Park 
Greenhouse received a $3.8 
million allocation from 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall, the City Coun-
cil and Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg for a thorough 
redesign and upgrade that 
took nearly five years to 
complete.

To mark the occasion, 
city Parks Commissioner 
Adrian Benepe welcomed 
elected officials, commu-
nity members and school-
children to take part in 
the greenhouse’s official 
ribbon-cutting Monday.

“This is a great day 
for beauty in the city,” Be-

nepe. “Through the plant-
ing of flowers we have been 
able to make the city more 
beautiful. When you are 
surrounded by flowers, you 
feel better about life — I’ve 
never seen a fight in front 
of a flower bed.”

Flowers grown at the 
facility are used for 102 
greeting gardens and 884 
greenstreets throughout 
Queens. Benepe said these 
sites replaced drab, con-
crete spaces once lining 
stretches of the city.

The greenhouse will 
also supply this year’s US 
Open with a bright array 
of 39 display beds around 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

Marshall, who has al-
located close to $150 mil-
lion for Queens parks dur-
ing her tenure as borough 
president, said a visit to the 
old greenhouse more than 

five years ago left her won-
dering what could be done 
to improve the facility.

“I asked, ‘Can’t we do 
better than this?’” said 
Marshall. “The Parks De-
partment keeps this city 
beautiful and this state-
of-the-art greenhouse will 
help them do what they do 
best.”

The upgrades allow 
the greenhouse to increase 
its production by 25 per-
cent, growing 250,000 col-
orful annuals and perenni-
als. The addition of rolling 
benches has doubled the 
growing areas and a new 
heating system increases 
the energy efficiency of the 
greenhouse.

Besides boasting a 
more environmentally 
friendly system, the green-
house can now also be used 
as a learning tool for area 
schoolchildren. 

Forest Park Greenhouse back
in clover after $3.8M upgrade
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Register Early For 2012 & Save Money!

Summers are for having fun. A time to spend with friends, 
make memories & share experiences that last a lifetime. 

That’s what MBDC is all about!

MBDC - “Because You Love Your Kids”

OUTDOOR POOL
3 SLIDES

DANCE STUDIO
BASKETBAKK COURTS

MINI GOLF COURSE
MOVIE THEATRE
COMPUTER LAB

JUNGLE GYM
VOLLEYBALL

VIDEO GAME ROOM
BAKING CENTER
ARTS & CRAFTS

KARAOKE STUDIO
GYMNASTICS

DAY & OVERNIGHT TRIPS
OLYMPIC GAMES

CARNIVAL
COSTUME BALL

HANDBALL COURTS
BLACK TIE GALA

SOCCER
PRIVATE LOCKER ROOM

JEWELRY DESIGN
DRAMA THEATRE

KARATE
BINGO

FASHION DESIGN
NEW FOR 2012

CLAYMATION STUDIO
3D MOVIE THEATRE

VIDEO GAME DESIGN LAB

All Programs & Facilities On Site!

OPEN HOUSE DATES
Saturday, May 12 
10am - 2pm
Saturday, May 19 
10am - 2pm
Saturday, June 9 
10am - 2pm
Saturday, June 16 
10am - 2pm

718-251-6200
5945 Strickland Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
millbasindaycamp.com

Experts warn against predatory schemes in hard-hit area
Panel advises struggling Jamaica homeowners to use caution during National Fair Housing Month

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Even before the recent 
foreclosure crisis hit south-
east Queens, predatory 
lenders took advantage of 
minority communities, 
according to fair-housing 
experts, who warned that 
many of those dangers still 
exist in the services now 
being offered to help dis-
tressed homeowners.

In recognition of Na-
tional Fair Housing Month, 
Neighborhood Housing 
Services of Jamaica, along 
with City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
gathered a group of housing 
experts at the Robert Ross 
Johnson Family Life Cen-
ter on Linden Boulevard 
last week to discuss hous-
ing rights and options for 
struggling homeowners.

Deyanira Del Rio said 
that for more than a de-
cade, her group, the Neigh-

borhood Economic Devel-
opment Advocacy Project, 
has been mapping lending, 
foreclosure and banking 
patterns in Queens, and 
those maps reveal that a 
correlation of high-cost 
loans, foreclosures and an 
absence of bank branches 
are nothing new in south-
east Queens.

“We’ve been map-
ping patterns for about 12 
years,” she said. “Unfortu-
nately, many of the patterns 
remain the same.”

When the national 
foreclosure crisis hit New 
York in 2008, southeast 
Queens led the city in the 
number of foreclosures

Jeffrey May, assistant 
director of the National 
Community Reinvestment 
Coalition, said elderly, fe-
male heads of black and 
Latino households were 
the most likely victims of 
predatory lending prac-

tices going back as early as 
2000, which extracted the 
equity out of their homes 
and drained their commu-
nities of wealth.

One of the day’s mod-
erators, Jason Jeffrey, said 
many homeowners today 
are still maintaining mort-

gages with interest rates as 
high as 9 percent or 10 per-
cent.

“We need to get them 
from where they are to 
where they need to be,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, a lot 
of these people are trying to 
fit a square peg into a round 

hole, and when it doesn’t fit 
they walk away.”

May added that the 
Federal Housing Adminis-
tration’s loan program is 
now the most prevalently 
used product to help home-
owners either refinance or 
purchase with a low down 
payment. Borrowers with 
credit scores as low as 580 
may qualify for these loans, 
but May warned that many 
FHA lenders and providers 
are not going that low.

“If we don’t do that, 
we’re not making sure 
everyone has access to 
credit,” he said, and ad-
vised those who think they 
are being discriminated 
against to file complaints 
with the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

To avoid scams such 
as predatory refinancing 
and questionable reverse 
mortgages , the panelists 

advised, borrowers should 
seek advice from reputable 
housing counseling orga-
nizations, such as NHSJ 
or the Center for New York 
City Neighborhoods.

Last week, state At-
torney General Eric Sch-
neiderman announced his 
office had awarded $1.5 
million for foreclosure pre-
vention services in New 
York City.

Del Rio said landlords 
and employers are increas-
ingly using credit scores as 
a means of evaluation, and 
the negative effects of refi-
nancing scams could paint 
borrowers in an inaccurate 
light.

“It’s really question-
able whether this mirrors 
actual behavior, or the sys-
temic problems we’ve been 
dealing with,” she said.

Jeffrey May speaks about fair housing rights and opportunities 
for distressed homeowners. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Have your people been 
to that terrific new Queens Animal Health yet?

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s first 

veterinary visit

Expires: May 31, 2012

Grand Opening

Special

BY JOE ANUTA

Time is running out 
for lawmakers to pass the 
New York Dream Act be-
fore the summer break, ac-
cording to community ac-
tivists who rallied in front 
of Queen Borough Hall 
Monday.

The state Legislature 
has 22 sessions remaining 
between May 3 and June 
21 to pass a law that would 
grant undocumented im-
migrants access to public 
funds to help pay for col-
lege.

“It gives all students, 
including undocumented 
students, the chance to live 
up to their full potential,” 
said S.J. Jung, head of the 
Flushing nonprofit the 
MinKwon Center.

Jung and a consor-
tium of community activist 
groups, called the Dream 

Coalition, organized the 
rally in order to put the 
pressure on Albany to get 
the act passed before the 
break.

Students who wish 
to apply for state funds 
through the state Tuition 
Assistance Program cur-
rently are required to pro-
vide proof that they are 
legal residents of the coun-
try.

The Dream Act would 
waive this clause at what 
Senate Democrats estimate 
is an annual cost of under 
$1 million to New York. 
 Proponents of the act esti-
mate there are currently 
about 300,000 undocument-
ed students in all grades in 
the state. 

City Comptroller John 
Liu, an immigrant him-
self, joined the rally and 
stressed the fact that chil-
dren seeking higher educa-

tion are likely to contribute 
back to the state’s economy, 
which is a boon for all resi-
dents.

“Young people and stu-
dents are the best asset we 
have for our future,” Liu 
said. “To deny immigrant 
students a real opportu-
nity for higher education 
is really to deny us all the 
potential value they have to 
offer to New York City and 
state.”

The Dream Act is just 
one of two pieces of legisla-
tion circulating in Albany.

Another bill would 
create what is known as the 
Dream Fund.

The fund is basically 
the private counterpart to 
the Dream Act. The legis-
lation would create a com-
mission to raise private 
funds for scholarships and 
would open tax-free educa-
tion savings accounts.

Advocates demand state OK 
Dream Act before deadline
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The city Department of Transportation reinstated two-way traffic 
on Liberty Avenue, giving businesses reason to celebrate. 

Photo by Nykeema Williams

Back to biz as usual 
on Liberty Ave: DOT

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Businesses on Liberty 

Avenue in Ozone Park are 
hailing the city Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
decision to reinstate two-
way traffic on the busy 
thoroughfare. 

“This makes it easier 
for people to come to my 
store,” said Madu Patni, 
owner of Kalish Pharmacy, 
at the corner of Liberty Av-
enue and Cross Bay Boule-
vard. “This is so much bet-
ter for business.”

The change comes in 
the wake of the DOT’s re-
evaluation of one-way, east-
bound traffic-flow altera-
tions introduced in 2010 
as a way to make the area 
safer. The DOT said the 
project’s goal was to make 
several area roads less 
dangerous and since imple-
mentation crashes at Cross 
Bay Boulevard, 94th Street 
and Liberty Avenue have 
decreased by 54 percent.

But a re-examination 
of a stretch between Liber-
ty Avenue and 93rd Street 
revealed that two-way traf-
fic was deemed safe — and 
good for business.

“Our streets are more 
than just travel lanes, they 
also drive our local econ-
omy,” DOT commissioner 
Janette Sadik-Khan said. 
“We continue to work with 
local communities in Ozone 
Park to engineer streets 
that are better for business 
and improve the safety and 
mobility for everyone using 
them.”

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
applauded the DOT, saying 
“retailers on the busy com-
mercial strip have suffered 
under these traffic changes 
for two years.”

The DOT monitored 
the area since making ad-
justments, working with 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) and Com-
munity Board 10 to develop 
the plan — an effort to re-
store two-way vehicle ac-
cess to local businesses and 
parking.

“Allowing two-way 
traffic along Liberty Av-
enue will boost small busi-
nesses there and offer 
drivers a more convenient 
commute in and around 
Ozone Park,” Ulrich said. 
“I want to thank DOT for 
listening to the concerns 
of my constituents. It is 
just another example of 
what can be accomplished 
when elected officials, resi-
dents and the Department 
of Transportation work 
together to improve our 
streets.”

In support of previ-
ously installed safety mea-
sures, the DOT will restrict 
left turns from eastbound 
Rockaway Boulevard onto 
northbound Woodhaven 
Boulevard in order to re-
duce the number of inci-
dents, as well as improve 
traffic flow.

Betty Braton, chair-
woman of CB 10, said she 
was pleased the DOT re-
sponded to community con-
cerns.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
 The men and women 

who died as a result of the 
terrorist attacks on Sept. 
11, 2001, live on in the mem-
ories of their loved ones 
— and on the streets they 
called home.

A Maspeth street was 
renamed for a former police 
officer who died last year 
from the effects of work-
ing at Ground Zero. Kevin 
Czartoryski was honored 
Sunday with the renaming 
of the street he lived on, 
59th Road off 60th Street in 
Maspeth, when he died at 
the age of 46..

The stretch of road will 
now be known as Detective 
Kevin Czartoryski Place.

Hundreds of friends, 
family, co-workers and 
elected officials attended 
the ceremony and spoke 
lovingly of the late detec-
tive.

U.S. Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.), City 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan), state 
Assemblywomen Cathy 
Nolan (D-Ridgewood) and 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
state Sens. Joe Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach), Council 
members Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village), 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights), Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) and 
Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly attended the renam-
ing.

Kelly remembered 
Czartoryski’s charisma, 
work ethic and self-effacing 
humor — all of which en-
deared him to his fellow of-
ficers and the public, which 
he grew to know in the Po-

lice Department’s Public 
Information Office.

“He shared his warmth 
and generous spirit with 
the people of New York and 
the people he worked with 
for over 20 years,” said Kel-
ly, who knew Czartoryski 
as a cadet at St. John’s Uni-
versity. “He was very dip-
lomatic, very hardworking 
and always put others at 
ease.”

In the aftermath of 
9/11, Czartoryski was as-
signed to a makeshift 
morgue at Ground Zero, 
where he worked helping 
families identify victims.

“Those days took an 
emotional toll on every-
one,” said Kelly. “In a trage-
dy we still grieve today, the 
work took a physical toll on 
Kevin. We will never forget 

the sacrifice he made for 
his city and his country.”

Czartoryski died Dec. 
5, 2010, two years after his 
retirement, which resulted 
from pulmonary fibrosis 
and other ailments, includ-
ing various cancers that 
developed after his work 
on the rescue and recovery 
efforts related to the World 
Trade Center terrorist at-
tacks.

Detectives’ Endow-
ment Association President 
Michael Palladino said he 
will remember Czartoryski 
for his heroism and for who 
he was as a person, not just 
as a police officer.

“Kevin loved his work 
and loved life as well,” says 
Palladino. “I admire his 
heroism not only for his 
work at Ground Zero, but 

for how he conducted him-
self during the last days of 
his life.”

Among his posts were 
Queens Narcotics and the 
Hate Crimes Task Force. 
After Sept. 11, he moved to 
Public Information, where 
he served as the commis-
sioner’s liaison to the city’s 
gay community.

“We owe it to Kevin to 
never forget the sacrifice 
he made. With this street, 
we add one more assurance 
that his name will live on 
in perpetuity,” said Kelly.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Officials and family members gathered to rename a stretch in Maspeth after Detective Kevin 
Czartoryski, an officer who died from complications after working the recovery efforts at Ground 
Zero after 9/11. Photo courtesy Jimmy Van Bramer

Boro street renamed for cop
Maspeth road honors detective who died from working at WTC site

The 19th annual Running of the Forest Park Classic 
Four Mile Road and Trail Race will take off May 20 at 10 
a.m., rain or shine.

Registration is open and early bird rates apply until 
May 14. The early registration fee is $15; the race day fee 
is $20.

Runners will begin at Victory Field in Forest Park 
and run 2 miles of trails and 2 miles on a roadway through 
the park.

Awards and trophies will be given. First place for men 
and women will get $100, second place will receive $75 and 
third place will receive $50.

Refreshments will be available for all runners.
Register online or print out an application form at for-

estparkrunners.org.
Proceeds from the race will benefit the Memorial 

Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in its fight against pediat-
ric cancer.

Register now for Forest Park foot race
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BY JOE ANUTA

Preservationists fear that 
the Brinckerhoff Cemetery in 
Fresh Meadows is in danger of 
being kicked off a list of protected 
properties and put yet again at 
risk for development.

The city Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission has sched-
uled a May 15 public hearing to 
determine whether or not to make 
the site a landmark, according to 
spokeswoman Lisi de Bourbon.

But community activists be-
lieve the purpose of the meeting 
is actually to take the plot off the 
committee’s list of potential his-
torical places at the behest of new 
owners.

Two years ago, the cemetery 
was placed on a list of properties 
the commission would consider 
for historical status. No develop-
ment was permitted on the site 
while Landmarks made up its 
mind.

But if the commission takes 
the property off its calendar, 
owner Ledan Cai could have the 

opportunity to put up two hous-
es where previous efforts have 
failed.

“We are very concerned 
about the prospects, fearing the 
LPC would renege on its ‘calen-
dar’ status with the likelihood of 
subsequent approval for the de-
veloper to build on the cemetery,” 
James Gallagher, president of 
the Fresh Meadows Homeowners 
Civic Association, said in a flier 
released to the community.

Cai could not be reached for 
comment and plans for the plot 
were unclear.

When Landmarks was asked 
if Cai was seeking to take the plot 
off the calendar, de Bourbon said 
the commission does not make 
owners’ claims public prior to a 
hearing.

The plot was originally part 
of a farm owned by the Brinck-
erhoff family, a Dutch clan who 
were the first settlers in the area, 
according to Gallagher. Before all 
of the headstones were removed, 
maps indicated the plot held 77 
graves dating from 1730 to 1898.

In 1957, the cemetery was 
sold to the DeDomenico family 
and Joseph DeDomenico sought 
to develop the property, until he 
died in 1999, when his son Ralph 
took the helm.

A year later, descendants of 
the Brinckerhoff family sued to 
try and reclaim the property, cit-
ing city error in the original sale. 

But the suit was unsuccessful and 
later that year the DeDomenico 
family sold the property to Ledan 
Cai for $105,000.

Even if the cemetery is 
taken off Landmarks’ calendar 
list, the city would not allow de-
velopment until all of the bodies 
are removed, and that would ei-
ther require a stamp of approval 

from the Brinckerhoff family or 
a court.

In 2010, lawmakers were out-
raged that the DeDomenico fam-
ily wanted to build on the prop-
erty, with City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) calling the 
family’s claim that the bones had 
disintegrated absurd.

“The owner of the property 
says it’s no longer a cemetery. 
Cemeteries don’t have expiration 
dates,” he said.

But a lawyer who represent-
ed the DeDomenico family said no 
one in elected office nor the com-
munity has put any money into 
upkeep at the property, yet they 
still bash the owners for wanting 
to build on it.

“The people in that neigh-
borhood are a bunch of nuts,” he 
said, calling lawmaker outrage a 
case of playing politics. “Nobody 
wanted to take care of it and it 
was abandoned.”

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Community leaders are concerned houses could take the place of an unmarked 
Dutch cemetery in Fresh Meadows. Photo by Nykeema Williams

BY PHIL CORSO

Awards ranged from 
Woman of Distinction, 
Community Service and 
Women in Leadership, and 
Good Guy awards for men.

Women leaders were 
the center of attention Sat-
urday at the 25th anniver-
sary gala luncheon held by 
the Center for Women of 
New York. Popular Queens 
political figures, including 
the state’s former first lady, 
Matilda Raffa Cuomo, re-
ceived leadership awards 
in the company of more 
than 50 residents.

“There’s so much to of-
fer when so many leaders 
come together,” said Ann 
Jawin, chairwoman of the 
center’s board of directors. 
“We’ve come a long way as 
a group and I’m so happy to 
say that a large number of 
our founders are still with 
us today.”

The group’s mes-
sage, Jawin said, centered 
around women’s rights with 
an emphasis on women’s 

economic opportunities.
The Center for Women 

of New York’s gala luncheon 
at noon, inside Douglaston 
Manor, at 63-20 Marathon 
Pkwy., featured a star-stud-
ded lineup of influential 
men and women from the 
Queens community.

Cuomo, who received 
the Woman of Distinction 
Award, spoke of the impor-

tance of providing children 
with the right mentors to 
guide them through life. 
Her message was reiterated 
by virtually each speaker, 
who reflected on his or her 
own mentors.

“I have been blessed 
with the opportunity to do 
what you’re doing in help-
ing others in such an impor-
tant way,” Cuomo told the 

audience at the luncheon. 
“There’s still so much to do 
and I will support the cen-
ter in any way I can.”

Other honorees were 
City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) and state Assem-
bly members Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), Catherine 
Nolan (D-Ridgewood) and 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside).  

Crowley said she was 
humbled to have received 
her Woman in Leadership 
Award and passed much of 
the credit on to Jawin, who 
founded the center.

“The world would be 
a much better place if we 
had more people like Ann 
Jawin,” Crowley said. “No 
obstacle can ever get in the 
way of a woman when she 
is dedicated to her goal.”

Meng spoke of her be-
ginnings in government 
and said she remembered it 
being harder to be a woman 
and a mother in the Assem-
bly than a minority.

“Women have accom-
plished so much, but there’s 
so much more we have to 
do,” Meng said. “So many 
of the honorees here today 
have served as mentors for 
me and I’m so thankful for 
their help.”

A Community Ser-
vice Award was given to 
Nolan and several others 
also received Women in 
Leadership awards, which 
honored women of diverse 

backgrounds who are com-
mitted to women’s rights 
and have made contribu-
tions to the community, the 
center said.

Women in Leadership 
honorees included Nolan, 
Crowley, Meng, state Demo-
cratic Committeewoman 
Catherine Glover, licensed 
master social worker Sasha 
Greene, Nassau County 
Commissioner for the Ag-
ing Evelyn Roth and Jamai-
ca High School physical ed-
ucation Coach Sue Sutera.

Braunstein received a 
Good Guy Award alongside 
Alan Kaufman, treasurer 
and CEO of Melrose Credit 
Union, and Fred Papert, 
president of the 42nd Street 
Development Corp.

Since the center’s 
founding in October 1987, 
the Center for Women of 
New York has worked with 
the Queens community to 
act as a one-stop, walk-in 
resource for women, with 
services ranging from legal 
clinics and job clubs to sup-
port groups.

Honoree Matilda Raffa Cuomo (c.), former New York state first lady, accepts her Woman of Distinction 
Award from the Center for the Women of New York. CWNY board of directors Chairwoman Ann Jawin 
(r.) and honorary member Ann-Margaret Carrozza join her at the podium. Photo by Christina Santucci

Old Brinkerhoff Cemetery could be developed

Women’s center honors leaders who contribute to boro
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Recycling Mania
Hundreds of people dropped off their electron-
ics and hazardous materials during the SAFE 
Disposal event held at St. John’s University 
Saturday. (Clockwise from top l.) Chieh Lu 
from Jackson Heights hauls an old TV; batter-
ies are sorted; cellphones are placed in a box; 
Effie Karnoupakis from Middle Village catch-
es up on her reading as she waits; one driv-
er places his materials on a rack on his bum-
per on Union Turnpike; computer monitors 
are carried on a forklift; Muriel Russell (c.) 
helps unload her vehicle; and pup Rocky looks 
out from Mary Burns’ car as it is unloaded. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights) 
blasted a House Republican 
proposal to cut the Social 
Services Block Grant, say-
ing the plan could mean se-
nior centers in the city and 
across the country could be 
forced to close.

“I don’t think that this 
center is wasteful spend-
ing,” Crowley told a crowd 
of more than 150 at the 
Elmhurst-Jackson Heights 
Senior Center, at 75-01 
Broadway in Elmhurst.

Crowley, who sits on 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee, said the Repub-
lican members had intro-
duced legislation to get rid 
of the grant program per-
manently.

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Servic-
es website says the grant, 
which was $1.7 billion in 

fiscal year 2011, gives fund-
ing to programs for adults, 
people with disabilities and 
children. These services 
can include everything 
from adoption and case 
management to transpor-
tation and home-delivered 
meals. It also helps abused 
children.

New York City re-
ceives $63.9 million from 
the program, Crowley’s of-
fice said.

The congressman said 
the grant used to have bi-
partisan support, but has 
been proposed for elimina-
tion as a federal budget-
cutting measure. Crowley 
characterized the proposed 
cut as the destroyer of an 
important safety net.

He said while cuts 
should be made, they should 
be focused on increasing 
taxes paid by richer resi-
dents or cutting defense 
spending.

“There needs to be a 

responsibility from the fed-
eral government to help our 
most vulnerable,” he said.

Crowley was joined at 
the center by representa-
tives of numerous organi-
zations to help seniors, in-
cluding city Department for 
the Aging Commissioner 
Lilliam Barrios-Paoli, who 
said the grant program ac-
counts for a third of the 
department’s funding and 
could force the agency to 
close more than 100 senior 
centers.

“It’s a really, really 
serious issue for us,” she 
said.

Suleika Cabrera-Dri-
ane, president of the Insti-
tute for Puerto Rican/His-
panic Elderly, said the cuts 
would be disastrous for the 
one out of three seniors 
who live below poverty 
level in New York City and 
who rely on the services of 
senior centers.

CCoCC moo emm HeHH lee pll CeCC lee ell bee rbb arr taa ett NeNN wee YoYY roo krr ’kkskk

*Off MSRP. In Stock, residential items only. Does not include Concept 2 or commercial strength equipment. Not to 

  be combined with any other offer.

Serious Equipment.
Serious Service.

gymsource.com/midnight  800.GYM.SOURCE MAY 11TH   1OAM TIL MIDNIGHT

*

Ellipticals
Up to $2,500 Off*

Home Gyms
Up to $1,800 Off*

Treadmills
Up to $2,100 Off*

C T  ·  F L  ·  M A  ·  M D  ·  N H  ·  N J  ·  N Y  ·  PA  ·  R I  ·  VA

MANHASSET
1209 Northern Blvd.
(516) 869-1800

WOODBURY  
7969 Jericho Tpke.  
Next to Ben’s Deli  
(516) 496-7444

NEW YORK CITY 
40 E. 52nd St. 
(212) 688-4222

Crowley slams GOP cuts aimed  
at boro senior centers’ funding
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and at least 50 percent new 
staff.

“It’s very frustrating 
and disappointing,” said 
state Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst). “It really 
didn’t have to come down to 
this. There was definitely a 
better way.”

Newtown HS, at 48-
01 90th St. in Elmhurst, is 
within Peralta’s district 
and the senator went to 
Flushing HS, which will 
also be closed. Peralta 
characterized the process 
behind closing the schools 
as one that lacked trans-
parency.

While some schools 
initially marked for closure 
were saved, such as Grover 
Cleveland HS in Ridge-
wood, or were taken off the 
list of proposed closures be-
fore the voting like Queens 
Vocational and Technical 

HS in Sunnyside, Peralta 
said he was unsure why 
certain schools got the ax 
and others were spared.

The senator said New-
town HS faced multiple 
challenges as a school since 
it has 1,000 English lan-
guage learners and takes 
in students  who are trans-
ferred out or have behav-
ioral issues.

“It’s going to take a 
little bit more for them to 
reach the same level,” Per-
alta said.

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-Asto-
ria), whose district covers 
both Long Island City and 
Bryant high schools and 
who is an alumna of Bry-
ant, said she was both dis-
appointed and angry over 
the decision.

“I believe that this 
is not going to benefit the 
students,” Simotas said. “I 
believe it’s going to disrupt 
their education.”

Long Island City HS 
is at 14-30 Broadway in As-
toria and Bryant is at 48-10 

31st Ave. in Astoria.
Bryant HS had been 

marked for the transfor-
mation model last year, 
which institutes additional 
instructional and support 
system services. Simotas 
and other advocates said 
its graduation rates were 
steadily increasing, espe-
cially after a different prin-
cipal was hired two years 
ago.

“Bryant was a school 
on the rise,” Simotas said. 
“It was really turning its 
numbers around.”

The other closed 
schools included August 
Martin HS in Jamaica, 
John Adams HS in Ozone 
Park and Richmond Hill 
HS.

Both Peralta and Simo-
tas said the closures should 
be considered when may-
oral control comes up for 
renewal in 2015.

“It’s something that 
the state Legislature should 
really think about,” Simo-
tas said.

Continued from Page 1

Closings
the store, a second luxury 
vehicle was stolen March 5.

At about 6:30 a.m., a 
man pulled his 2011 Mer-
cedez-Benz CL63 — valued 
at about $130,000 — up to 
Dunkin’ Donuts and left it 
running while he went in-
side.

Right after he got out of 
the vehicle, a man wearing 
a black hooded sweatshirt 
and black shoes gained en-
try into the car and zoomed 
toward the Whitestone 
Bridge, police said.

The car had a special 
security device installed 
and shut down the engine 
while the carjacker was on 
the bridge. Just after cross-
ing into the Bronx, the Benz 
ground to a halt, according 
to the NYPD.

The car was recov-

ered, but the problem still 
persists at the corner coffee 
store.

On Monday morning, 
several motorists dashed 
out of their running cars 
and grabbed a piping hot 
cup of coffee.

“I do it all the time,” 
said resident Adam 
Schreiber, who left his SUV 
running outside the store. 
“My friends tell me all the 
time I’m crazy.”

Tony Vagelas left his 
black Chevy Tahoe run-
ning outside the donut shop 
— even though his uncle 
was the man who had his 
Porsche stolen.

“It’s Whitestone, peo-
ple get comfortable,” he 
said.

But Vagelas said he 
was not worried, since he 
can disable his car via cell-
phone.

“I’d laugh if someone 
stole it,” he said. “Maybe I’d 
help the police catch some-

one.”
But it is actually ille-

gal to leave a car running, 
even if it is only to dash into 
a Dunkin’ Donuts. That is 
why officers from the 109th 
Precinct said they have 
been keeping an eye on the 
location.

“We have written sev-
eral summonses, and will 
continue to do so,” Manson 
said. “People might not like 
it, but we’re trying to save 
your car from being sto-
len.”

Manson said residents 
who live in quieter neigh-
borhoods often get lulled 
into a false sense of security 
and let their guard down.

The brazen thieves 
were likely not from the 
neighborhood, according to 
Manson, but leaving the car 
running is nearly inviting 
them to steal the vehicle.

“It’s a silly thing to 
do,” he said.

Continued from Page 1

Swiped

“From the moment we 
applied for a license to op-
erate a racetrack casino at 
Aqueduct, it was clear that 
pursuant to New York state 
tax law, our efforts would 
directly protect and sup-
port the horse racing in-
dustry in New York state,” 

said Stefan Friedman, a 
representative for Resorts 
World. “However, recent 
extremely disturbing re-
ports about mistreatment 
of racehorses make it abun-
dantly clear that reform is 
needed.”

The New York Racing 
Association, which oper-
ates the track, declined to 
comment stating it would 
be “inappropriate to specu-

late before the investiga-
tion concludes.”

 Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
formed a task force in 
March to find answers for 
the elevated number of 
horse deaths. The task force, 
consisting of industry ex-
perts, is examining Aque-
duct’s track, its policies on 
necropsies, veterinary pro-
cedures, equine drug use 
and purse amounts, which 

the American Association 
of Equine Practitioners be-
lieves could increase the 
risk to horses. The forma-
tion of the task force came 
after seven horses died at 
the track in March.

Part of that investiga-
tion has found that purse 
amounts, or the total mon-
ey paid out to owners of 
horses after a race, could be 
placing the horses in a dan-

gerous position, by making 
owners more likely to risk 
racing an injured horse.

Casino operators like 
Resorts Word are required 
to pay the equine industry 
close to 4 percent of their 
revenues, according to 
the Racing and Wagering 
Board. The extra funds 
generated by Resorts World 
since its opening in October 
2011 have resulted in higher 

purses, but the casino said 
it is currently taking steps 
to ensure horse safety.

“We pledge our full 
cooperation with Gov. 
Cuomo’s task force and will 
abide by any reforms, in-
cluding the American Asso-
ciation of Equine Practitio-
ners’ recommendation that 
no purse exceed a horse’s 
value by more than 50 per-
cent,” Friedman said.

Continued from Page 1

Aqueduct

nearest emergency room, 
at St. John’s Episcopal Hos-
pital, wasn’t for another 
two miles east.

But the fight to save 
the hospital has only be-
gun. Former hospital em-
ployees joined community 
leaders, board members 
and elected officials, in-
cluding City Councilman 
Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
and U.S. Rep. Bob Turner 
(R-Middle Village), Sunday 
afternoon to demand a pub-
lic hearing on the closure, 
which was later announced 
Monday afternoon.

“With the closure of 
Peninsula Hospital, there 
is now a health care emer-
gency in the Rockaways, 

and St. John’s Episcopal 
Hospital alone cannot han-
dle the volume of emergen-
cy care necessary to meet 
the needs of 130,000 year-
round residents,” Ulrich 
said. “This situation will 
become even more dire in 
the summer months.”

The elected officials 
and former hospital em-
ployees demanded the 
state Department of Health 
schedule a public hearing 
on Peninsula’s closure as 
required by the Hospital 
Closure Planning Act. 
Under the act, which was 
signed into law in 2010, the 
health commissioner must 
hold a public hearing with-
in the hospital’s geographic 
area within 30 days after 
learning  of the closure. 

“We shouldn’t have to 
use political intimidation 

to do the right thing,” Turn-
er said. “It should just be 
enough to do what’s right. 
Instead, we’re getting stone 
silence from the state.”

The DOH ordered Pen-
insula Hospital to stop ad-
mitting patients and cancel 
all upcoming surgeries in 
a statement Feb. 23, mak-
ing the 30-day mark fall 
on March 24. The hospital 
closed its doors April 9 and 
Turner said Wednesday 
that a public hearing is 
set for May 10 from 3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. at the Knights of 
Columbus, located at 333 
Beach 90th St. in Rockaway 
Beach.,State Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D-Hollis) will spon-
sor the meeting alongside 
Sen. Shirley Huntley (D-
Jamaica) and state Assem-
blyman Philip Goldfeder 
(D-Ozone Park).

The DOH confirmed 
that Smith’s office had spo-
ken with Commissioner Dr. 
Tom Farley’s office Mon-
day afternoon to organize 
the hearing.

Smith stood united 
with the other leaders to 
demand that DOH schedule 
the hearing sooner rather 
than later as patients’ op-
tions were limited.

“There’s no good ex-
cuse for this meeting not to 
happen,” Smith said. “The 
state isn’t properly repre-
senting us by keeping us in 
the dark for so long.”

The hospital filed for 
bankruptcy protection last 
year as it faced $13 million 
in debt. Bankruptcy trust-
ee Lori Lapin Jones was the 
final call in the decision to 
close up for good.

In March, DOH offi-

cials ordered the hospital 
to stop admitting patients 
after inspectors recorded a 
total of 66 “serious deficien-
cies” in the administration 
and operation of the clini-
cal lab.”

It was a call the pro-
testing workers  Sunday 
afternoon said was flawed 
and unfair.

Protest signs read 
“Rockaway needs Peninsu-
la Hospital,” “DOH: Shame 
on you” and “The closing 
of Peninsula Hospital = Big 
mistake.”

Liz Sulik, a former di-
rector of public affairs for 
Peninsula, said the state’s 
silence on the matter has 
been the most frustrating 
for the 1,000 or so workers 
who have since lost their 
jobs.

“The complete lack 

of consideration and com-
munication is a disgrace,” 
Sulik said. “Between all of 
these people here, we could 
do something. But we don’t 
know what’s happening at 
all.”

Dr. Wayne Dodakian, a 
doctor who worked at Pen-
insula, said the residents 
around Peninsula would 
suffer when the nearby St. 
John’s Hospital becomes 
overcrowded with patients.

“This summer will be 
a blood bath with all the 
people visiting the beach-
es,” Dodakian said. “It’s a 
shame when society puts 
the value of money over the 
sanctity of human life.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573

Continued from Page 1

Peninsula
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