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BY STEVE MOSCO

Dr. Robert Aquino, former 
chief executive officer of Park-
way Hospital, was sentenced to 
four months in prison Tuesday 

for bribing former state Sen. Carl 
Kruger in an effort to keep the 
Forest Hills institution open.

Aquino pleaded guilty to fed-
eral bribery charges in January, 
admitting he bribed the former 
senator in exchange for Kruger’s 

lobbying on the Forest Hills hos-
pital’s behalf in Albany.  Kruger 
pleaded guilty to taking bribes in 
December and was sentenced in 
April to seven years in prison.

“Instead of pursuing legiti-
mate political process to try to 

keep Parkway Hospital open, 
CEO Robert Aquino resorted to 
bribery,” said Manhattan U.S. At-
torney Preet Bharara. “Aquino’s 
ill-conceived plan to corruptly 
influence the political process 

Continued on Page 18

Aquino gets four months in jail
Former head of Parkway bribed Kruger to keep Forest Hills Hospital open

Gibbons’ killer 
heads to prison
for seven years

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The wrong-way driver who 

fled the state after causing the 
death of beloved Maspeth bar 
owner George Gibbons was sen-
tenced to up to seven years in 
prison Monday, the Queens dis-
trict attorney said.

Peter Rodriguez, 37, kept 
his eyes trained on the floor of 
Queens Criminal Court while 
members of Gibbons’ family read 
victim impact statements aloud 
ahead of Judge Dorothy Chin-
Brandt’s ruling, according to one 
family member.

“The day he was killed was 
my birthday,” Gibbons’ brother, 
Brendan recalled saying in court. 
“I will never forget, every year on 
my birthday, what Peter Rodri-
guez took from me.”

Rodriguez at one point said 
the death of Gibbons, who was 
killed at 6:50 a.m. Oct. 15, was an 
accident, according to Gibbons’ 
brother.

Rodriguez was speeding in 
a 2002 gray Chrysler Sebring the 
wrong way down the eastbound 
Long Island Expressway service 
road when he collided head-on 
with a Lincoln livery cab, accord-
ing to the DA.

Gibbons, 37, was thrown 
against the dashboard and was 
later pronounced dead from 
trauma to the head, the DA said, 

Continued on Page 18
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Monserrate political 
career to end in jail
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CELEBRATION WITH SONGS

Children from the PS 139 glee club in Rego Park perform during a ribbon-cutting ceremony for a new playground at the school, which was funded with 
$450,000 in discretionary funds by Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz. See more photos at timesledger.com. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
 The New York Racing 

Association, which over-
sees the racetrack at Aq-
ueduct, said Friday it fired 
two top executives after a 
state report revealed they 
illegally withheld $8.5 mil-
lion in bettor winnings.

Charles Hayward, 
NYRA’s president and 
chief executive officer, and 
Patrick Kehoe, the associa-
tion’s general counsel, were 
first placed on administra-
tive leave without pay after 
the two “failed to perform 
their duties,” according to 
a statement by NYRA. 

Days later, their full 
dismissal was made official 

Friday.
The state Racing and 

Wagering Board released a 
report April 29 indicating 
that NYRA withheld more 
money than what is legally 
allowed  at Aqueduct, Bel-
mont and Saratoga race-
tracks.  The board oversees 
NYRA’s operations.

According to the re-
port, NYRA charged bet-
tors an extra percentage 
point on certain wagers 
from Sept. 15, 2010, through 
Dec. 21, 2011.

C. Steven Duncker, 
chairman of NYRA, said 
he was alerted to the impro-
prieties in a letter from the 
state Franchise Oversight 
Board, which is headed by 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s bud-
get chief, Robert Megna.

“NYRA takes the mat-
ters identified by the Fran-
chise Oversight Board and 
the New York State Rac-
ing and Wagering Board 
extremely seriously,” 
Duncker said. “NYRA will 
take all appropriate steps 
and actions to cooperate 
with the state’s inquiries 
and insure the integrity of 
our operations. NYRA has 
worked diligently over the 
past number of years to im-
prove the racing and agri-
cultural industries in New 
York state and enhance its 
national status as an in-
dustry leader, and we will 
continue with that commit-

ment.”
In response, Hayward 

said he was “extremely dis-
appointed” with the board’s 
action and claimed that the 
report and the investiga-
tion were “flawed and ad-
mittedly incomplete.”

“The interim report 
badly misinterprets docu-
ments and was prepared 
without interviewing me 
or any other individuals 
relevant to their investiga-
tion,” he said. “I have been 
fully cooperating and will 
continue to fully cooperate 
with the NYRA board. I 
look forward to the Racing 
and Wagering Board and 
the New York inspector 

BY STEVE MOSCO
  
An elderly Forest Hills 

woman bilked out of close 
to $800,000 over four years 
by her home health aide 
said the theft left her feel-
ing shocked and betrayed.

“I gave her money to 
buy things, but she kept 
it,” said Renee Fuld, 86, 
who had been under Jackie 
Pokuwaah’s care for seven 
years. “I had no idea it was 
happening. She was like 
family for a long time.”

Pokuwaah, 53, was 
convicted of stealing the 
cash after convincing her 
patient to sign hundreds of 
checks made payable to the 
defendant, which the health 
care aide would then depos-
it in her personal bank ac-
count, according to Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown. 

Pokuwaah, of the 
Bronx, was convicted of 
five counts of second-de-
gree grand larceny and five 
counts of criminal posses-
sion of stolen property, the 
DA said.  She will be sen-
tenced May 22 and faces up 
to 15 years in prison, said 
the DA.

Fuld, who is confined 
to a wheelchair, has limited 
use of her hands and suf-
fers from cognitive impair-
ment, signed hundreds of 
checks over to Pokuwaah 
over a four-year period. In 
addition to the checks the 
defendant received, Fuld 
paid her an annual salary 
of $81,000 and allowed Poku-
waah and her two children 
to live in the Forest Hills 
home rent-free, according 

to Fuld.
“I trusted her and I’m 

sorry I did,” said the senior 
citizen, whose husband 
died five years ago.

According to the dis-
trict attorney, Fuld — who 
relied on Pokuwaah to tell 
her what the checks were 
for and the amounts — 
wrote checks made payable 
to the defendant in order to 
pay for food, laundry and 
other everyday expenses.

An investigation was 
launched after an employee 
at a Queens TD Bank be-
came suspicious over the 
legitimacy of large checks 
being written from the ac-
count, Brown said.

The investigation re-
vealed Fuld’s bank account 
showed checks totaling 
$791,054 had been made pay-
able to Pokuwaah between 
January 2007 and March 
2011, the DA said, and in 

Bettors at Aqueduct might not be getting all the money they laid on the horses — and the New York Racing Association responded by dis-
missing two top executives.

Aqueduct top bosses fi red
NYRA honchos removed after illegally withholding winnings

Aide stole $800,000 
from elderly patient

Home health aide Jackie 
Pokuwaah was convicted of 
stealing cash from an elderly 
woman under her care. She will 
be sentenced May 22 and faces 
up to 15 years in prison. 

Continued on Page 18

Continued on Page 18



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 10-16, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

FH

3

Copyright © 2012 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated (Emigrant) - NMLS#1577. All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant 
Bank. Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. All product names, company names and logotypes are 
servicemarks or trademarks of Emigrant in the United States and other countries. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are believed 
to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not 
an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant without notice. All loans 
are subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all products and/or programs are available 
in all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts. Certain products / programs are offered through other third parties.  Other restrictions and limitations may apply.  
New York Licensed Residential Mortgage Lender: Exempt. Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, MA, NH, NJ, NY 
and PA. 04/02/12 

Each of the above offers are exclusive and cannot be combined with other offers and may be discontinued at anytime by Emigrant in its sole discretion without notice.

**Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn,  Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only†Existing Branch Customer is defined as a person/entity that has an existing branch account with Emigrant Bank or its affiliated Regional Banks.

First-Time Home Buyers may save 
$500 in closing costs**
Purchase/Refinance Applicants may 
qualify for up to $2,000* in closing 
costs and 0.375%* off the rate** 

Existing Branch Customers†may 
receive a closing credit of $175.00

1
ESB-Bronx/Westchester; ESB-Brooklyn/Queens; ESB-Long Island;  ESB-Manhattan

SPRING MORTGAGE
PROMOTION IS HERE
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Current mortgage incentives include:

Emigrant Bank and its affiliated 
Regional Banks1 are proud to 
announce that Spring Mortgage 
Promotion is Back!  

*Available based on borrower income or census tract eligibility

To find out if you qualify, stop by your
 local Emigrant branch ... or contact

 

Kevin Hansen, NMLS#344892
 at (516) 822-7279 / HansenK@EmigrantMortgage.com

�

CDon’t Miss This 
Opportunity!

Visit www.Emigrant.com 
to view a list of 

mortgage open houses

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

Famed dance institute holds tryouts for kids in Queens
School of American Ballet auditions borough boys and girls in Astoria for fall enrollment

BY STEVE MOSCO
  
Hundreds of pint-sized 

dance hopefuls bounded 
into Astoria for a free au-
dition with the School of 
American Ballet at the 
Frank Sinatra School of the 
Arts Sunday.

Children packed into 
the lobby, at 35-12 35th Ave., 
and were assigned num-
bers and placed in groups. 
Smiling and laughing, the 
youngsters danced, twirled 
and left the worrying to 
mom and dad.

“There are some 
nerves, but they seem like 
they’re having a lot of fun 
with this,” said Becca Ret-
ter, who brought her daugh-
ters Liza, 10, and Bella, 7, 
from their home in Rego 
Park.

Retter and her husband 
Thommie are both dancers 
as well, and they know that 
placing too much pressure 

on young minds can do 
more harm than good.

“We’re giving them as 
many classes and oppor-
tunities as we can without 
pushing them so they don’t 
get burned out,” she said.

The auditions, held 
by the School of American 
Ballet, were a great oppor-
tunity for those who at-
tended. Professional danc-
ers from SAB were on hand 
looking for young girls and 
boys with a passion for fo-
cused ballet dancing — and 
those selected would have 
a chance to enroll at the 
famed dance school this 
fall.

And getting into the 
school is just the beginning: 
New York-area children en-
rolled at SAB are featured 
annually in the New York 
City Ballet’s production of 
“The Nutcracker.”

After they were as-
signed their numbers, the 

children were taken up-
stairs — while the parents 
stayed behind — in groups 
of close to 40, where they 
met Garielle  Whittle and 
Katrina Killian, former 
dancers with New York 
City Ballet.

The instructors called 
up each child individually, 

examining posture, flex-
ibility and discipline.

“Every child is dif-
ferent, with different skill 
sets,” said Whittle. “It’s im-
portant to judge each one 
on an individual basis.”

One of those children, 
6-year-old Maria Kiforuk  
jumped as her named was 

called and skipped up to-
ward the two instructors. 
Maria’s mother, Liliya, had 
snuck upstairs to the studio 
moments before her daugh-
ter’s name was called. With 
a combination of stealth 
and perfect timing, Lili-
ya was able to watch her 
daughter bend and flex for 
the instructors.

“My heart is really go-
ing at it,” said Liliya Kifo-
ruk. “I’m so nervous, I can 
hardly breath.”

When her time with 
the instructors was up, 
Maria skipped back in line 
without a care in the world. 
Before running off to re-
port back to her husband, 
Liliya Kiforuk said ballet 
helps to round out a child’s 
education.

“It provides disci-
pline a kid her age needs,” 
said Liliya Kiforuk, whose 
daughter attends Dance 
Source Studio in Rego Park. 

“It also helps with memory. 
She has to remember cer-
tain routines and that helps 
with education. With each 
routine her memory is be-
ing trained.”

Of course, there are 
some days her daughter 
doesn’t want to leave her 
toys, but Kiforuk said 
mopey frowns almost al-
ways transform into sing-
ing and dancing on the way 
to class.

“On good days she can’t 
wait to leave the house,” she 
said. “She sings and dances 
in the car.”

The young Kiforuk, 
and the rest of the aspiring 
ballet dancers, will find out 
if they made the cut in an e-
mail notification May 21.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Six-year-old Maria Kiforuk is examined by School of American 
Ballet faculty member Garielle Whittle. See photos on Page 42. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (second l.) takes the stage with 
Greek American rock band, Iskandar. Photo by Christina Santucci

Parks wants to win  
Astoria Pool grant

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
It might not be filled 

with water, but the pool at 
Astoria Park filled with 
music Saturday as the city 
Parks Department orga-
nized an event to promote 
its refurbishment.

Parks and elected offi-
cials are vying for a grant 
to restore the Olympic-sized 
pool and three-tier diving 
board, which has been de-
teriorating after decades of 
neglect.

Queens Parks Com-
missioner Dorothy Lewan-
dowski is asking fans of the 
park to cast their votes for 
the project, one of 40 in the 
city competing for a grant 
from Partners in Preserva-
tion, headed by American 
Express through the Na-
tional Trust for Historic 
Preservation, an organi-
zation created to preserve 
historic landmarks.

Historic sites across 
the five boroughs are com-
peting for a portion of $3 
million in grant money of-
fered through Partners in 
Preservation. The Queens 
sites vying for the grants 
include Astoria Pool, Flush-
ing Town Hall, the Rocket 
Thrower statue in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, the 
Louis Armstrong House 
Museum and the Queens 
County Farm Museum.

Officials are asking 
anyone interested in voting 
for their favorite location to 
log on to partnersinpreser-
vation.com from now until 
May 21.

Lewandowski hopes 

votes for Astoria Pool come 
in waves.

“We want to make As-
toria Pool the most popular 
place in the city. We need 
people to vote every day un-
til May 21,” she said. “Let’s 
restore this pool and utilize 
it as a performance space.”

The plan, according 
to Lewandowski and City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) is to build a 
stage over the pool and use 
it for concerts and theatri-
cal plays. The councilman 
and parks also want to 
restore the high-dive plat-
form and integrate it into 
the performances.

Vallone, who last year 
allocated the $1 million to-
ward converting the public 
performance space, said 
the diving platform could 
have unlimited use in art 
productions.

“I picture Juliet call-
ing to Romeo from that div-
ing board,” said Vallone, at 
the Music & Arts Festival in 
Astoria Park Saturday af-
ternoon. “It’s going to look 
great. It will sit between 
these two bridges [the Hell-
gate and Triborough bridg-
es] and I think it will evoke 
theaters of ancient Greece 
and Rome.”

Parks has $1 million 
locked in toward the con-
struction of a performance 
stage in the existing diving 
pool area and the creation 
of a canopy over the site’s 
bleachers.

Vallone said he plans 
on setting aside even more 
money for the park and 

City drops Willets Point bid
Lawyer for area business owners says eminent domain will not be used

BY JOE ANUTA

Property owners in 
Willets Point are rejoicing 
after the city dropped its 
bid last week to use emi-
nent domain in the Iron 
Triangle, but the decision 
does not mean the city is 
turning its back on redevel-
opment.

The decision came as a 
surprise to Michael Rikon, 
a lawyer representing prop-
erty owners in Willets Point, 
who was fighting the emi-
nent domain case in court. 
The city had launched a 
legal bid to condemn prop-
erty in the Iron Triangle 
to make way for the first 
phase of the $3 billion Wil-
lets Point Redevelopment 
Project, which would take 
the place of the auto shops 
and pockmarked streets in 
the neighborhood.

 The project, a hall-
mark of the Bloomberg 
administration, would 
eventually have created a 
62-acre commercial hub in-
cluding a school, movie the-
ater and possibly a conven-
tion center across the river 
from downtown Flushing,  

although it is not clear 
what Bloomberg’s plans 
are now since the city could 
reopen another eminent do-
main bid.

“We won,” a jubilant 
Rikon said May 2.

The city confirmed 
May 2 that it had dropped 
its current court case, but 

said some sort of project 
was still moving ahead.

“We’re very close to 
having a deal in place that 
will transform Willets Point 
into New York City’s next 
great neighborhood and 
continue the historic prog-
ress we’ve already made 
there,” said Julie Wood, 

spokeswoman for Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg. “To-
day’s action ensures that 
our plan will comply with 
the site’s myriad technical 
and legal requirements.”

Reports in The Wall 
Street Journal indicated 
that the city altered its plan 

The city has dropped its attempts to use eminent domain to acquire certain properties in the Iron 
Triangle. Photo by Christina Santucci

Mayor’s budget cuts draw boro’s ire
BY REBECCA HENELY

While Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s $68.7 billion 
proposed budget poses no 
threats to teaching posi-
tions, the cuts to firehous-
es, after-school programs 
and the library’s budget 
have some in Queens rally-
ing for another fight.

“We still have this def-
icit that we’re going to have 
to approach,” Bloomberg 
said during his presen-
tation of the budget last 
Thursday.

The makeup of the new 
budget is $68.7 billion, with 
$49.2 billion funded by city 
dollars. Bloomberg said 
$6.2 billion has been saved 
through 11 rounds of cuts 

made across all of the city’s 
agencies since 2007, and 
that additional revenues 

would be coming from the 
sales of yellow cab medal-
lions and $300 million that 

will be received only after 
the city and the United Fed-
eration of Teachers union 
agrees on new teacher eval-
uations.

N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
Bloomberg said numerous 
cost-cutting measures were 
implemented in the budget 
to stave off a $2 billion gap. 
He said while tax revenues 
have grown, they have 
risen at a weaker rate than 
expected.

Personal income, busi-
ness, sales and real estate 
taxes accounted for $24.2 
billion in fiscal year 2012 
and would climb to $25.2 
billion, or $1 billion more, 
in the upcoming fiscal year 
2013, according to the bud-

Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s fiscal year 2013 executive budget 
does not call for teacher layoffs as in previous years but threat-
ens deep cuts for libraries, after-school programs and firehouses. 

Photo courtesy Bloomberg

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46
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BY REBECCA HENELY

The Baccalaureate 
School for Global Educa-
tion in Long Island City has 
been named the best high 
school in New York state by 
U.S. News & World Report.

The school, which has 
Grades 7 though 12, is at 34-
12 36th Ave.

The magazine also 
ranked two other Queens 
schools in the top 10 for the 
state. Queens High School 
for the Sciences at York Col-
lege, at 94-50 159th St. in Ja-
maica, was ranked seventh 
in New York and Townsend 
Harris High School, at 149-
11 Melbourne Ave. in Flush-
ing, was ranked eighth.

The three Queens 
schools came out ahead of 
the prestigious Stuyvesant 
High School in Manhattan, 
which was ranked ninth, 
and the Bronx High School 
of Science, which was 

ranked 10th.
U.S. News & World Re-

port also ranked the Bac-
calaureate school No. 21 in 
the country. Queens High 
School for the Sciences at 
York College was ranked 
No. 52 in the national list 
of best high schools and 
Townsend Harris came in 
right after at No. 53.

The Long Island City 
school is part of the Swiss 
nonprofit educational foun-
dation International Bacca-
laureate. The organization 
says its educational style 
is high-quality, spans mul-
tiple age groups so students 
can get a continuous edu-
cation from the program, 
encourages international-
mindedness and has a posi-
tive attitude toward learn-
ing.

Based on the Regents, 
Advanced Placement and 
International Baccalaure-
ate exams to earn college 

credit, the Baccalaure-
ate School students were 
ranked as 100 percent pro-
ficient in both English and 

math and having a College 
Readiness index of 100.0, 
U.S. News & World Report 
said.

By the same criteria, 
students of Queens High 
School for the Sciences at 
York College were ranked 

as being 100 percent pro-
ficient in math and 99 per-
cent proficient in English, 
with a College Readiness 
index of 87.0, U.S. News & 
World Report said.

Townsend Harris stu-
dents were also ranked 
as 100 percent proficient 
in math and English, al-
though the school’s College 
Readiness index came in at 
86.8, U.S. News & World Re-
port said.

Other Queens high 
schools that were ranked 
by the magazine among the 
top 100 in the state includ-
ed Academy of American 
Studies, at 28-01 41st Ave. in 
Long Island City, at No. 49 
and Benjamin N. Cardozo 
High School, at 57-00 223rd 
St. in Bayside, at No. 83.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

The Baccalaureate School for Global Education on 36th Avenue in Queens was named the best in New 
York state by U.S. News & World Report. Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who announced 
the marshals of the 2012 
Queens Pride Parade Mon-
day, looked back on how 
far the parade and the state 
had come since its incep-
tion 20 years ago.

“I was a young man 
when I started it,” Dromm 
said, “and I can’t believe 20 
years have passed and so 
much has changed.”

The Queens Pride 
Parade and Multicul-
tural Festival in Jackson 
Heights — an extravaganza 
that includes floats, elabo-
rate costumes and LGBT 
groups from the borough 
and beyond — will be held 
Sunday, June 3, at noon.

The parade runs along 

37th Avenue beginning at 
84th Street and ending at 
75th Street, the site of a fes-
tival which will run from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Some 40,000 
to 60,000 people attend ev-
ery year.

Dromm, who is openly 
gay, is one of the co-found-
ers of the parade.

Marshals this year 
include the newly named 
Queens Center for Gay Se-
niors, at 74-09 37th Ave., 
Suite 409, in Jackson 
Heights, formerly known as 
Senior Action in a Gay En-
vironment, and the family 
of Julio Rivera, whose 1990 
murder in Jackson Heights 
inspired the parade.

Chris Calvert, who co-
chairs the parade commit-
tee with Hank Kromholz, 
said this year’s theme is 
“Generations of Pride” and 

will feature both the senior 
LGBT community as well 
as student organizations, 
bringing together the past 
fighting discrimination 
and the present day. The 
2012 parade will be the first 
held since New York legal-
ized same-sex marriage 
last year.

“There’s been a lot of 
accomplishment, but very 
easily things can go back-
ward,” Calvert cautioned.

John Nagel, president 
of the senior center, said 
the organization has been 
in operation as part of the 
Queens Community House 
since 1986. He described it 
as a place for LGBT seniors 
to feel safe and supported 
by members of their com-
munity.

“We’re really happy 

Rivera family, gay senior center 
to lead Queens Pride Parade

Bostonian admits assault 
on Jax Hts gay man: DA

BY REBECCA HENELY

A 28-year-old Boston 
man pleaded guilty to com-
mitting a hate crime last 
week after stabbing a gay 
man in Jackson Heights 
who was walking down the 
street with his boyfriend 
last year, the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office said.

Cristian Flores, who 
has been held in jail on a 
$25,000 bail  since he was 
taken into custody, faces 3 
1/2 years in prison at his 
sentencing for the discrimi-
natory assault, the District 
Attorney Richard Brown 
said.

“Today’s guilty plea 
ensures that the victim of 
a crime motivated by hate 
will receive justice,” Brown 
said in a statement.

Flores attacked Car-
los Aleman, 34, who had 
been walking at night on 
Roosevelt Avenue between 
80th and 81st streets in 

Jackson Heights with his 
boyfriend at 4:10 a.m. Aug. 
21, the DA said. Flanked by 
several others who had not 
been arrested as of press 
time, Flores followed the 
two men while yelling anti-
gay slurs, the DA said.

Flores and the oth-
ers then started to push 
Aleman and his boyfriend 
around, the DA said. Ale-
man tried to help his boy-
friend, but Flores took out a 
knife and stabbed Aleman 
in his right arm, the DA 
said.

When NYPD officers 
responded to the assault, 
Flores fled, the DA said. 
Despite his injury, Aleman 
subdued Flores so the po-
lice could take him away, 
the DA said.

Boston resident Christian 
Flores pleaded guilty last 
week to stabbing a gay 
man in Jackson Heights. 

Photo courtesy Queens DA

Continued on Page 46Continued on Page 46

LIC’s Baccalaureate named best in state
School for Global Education ranked top in New York, No. 21 in country, based on U.S. News & World



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 10

-16
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

WE

6

ports of a Queens woman 
who died from complica-
tions of West Nile Virus,” 
a spokeswoman said. “The 
department treated all 
catch basins in College 
Point three times last year. 
Aerial larviciding was also 
conducted three times last 
season.”

West Nile can take two 
forms, the first being a typi-
cally nonfatal fever, but the 
virus can also cause fatal 
complications, including 
encephalitis and meningi-
tis, which are referred to as 
neuro-invasive forms of the 
virus.

The Coppolas said they 
have complained about 
standing pools of water 
across from their mother’s 
home and unkempt weeds 
on the property of nearby 
businesses. They are plan-
ning legal action against 
the businesses there and 
the city for not responding 
to their complaints.

College Point is a 
known haven for mosqui-
toes carrying West Nile 
Virus, which is dispropor-
tionately fatal to the young 
and old. In 1999, it was the 
site of the first known case 
of the disease in the United 
States.

Last year, the depart-
ment reported College 
Point as just one of two 
areas where the virus was 
detected in its last survey 
covering Aug. 28 to Sept. 16, 
according to department 
statistics.

In Queens last year, 
there were five confirmed 
cases of West Nile Virus, 

although a report issued 
by the Health Department 
said legions of cases go un-
reported.

In November, another 
Queens resident in Whit-
estone died from complica-
tions related to West Nile 
Virus, according to Cop-
pola, who is organizing a 
group to bring awareness 
to the disease and is plan-
ning to speak at an upcom-
ing Community Board 7 
meeting.

The department out-
lined a plan to monitor 
and control the promulga-
tion of mosquitoes infected 
with West Nile, empha-
sizing the importance of 
prevention by eliminating 
standing water and killing 
unhatched larvae with pes-
ticide sprays.

But according to a 
lawmaker who toured the 
site across from Maria Cop-
pola’s home and another 
down the street, the city 
is not taking standing wa-
ter complaints seriously 
enough.

“The city has to take a 
more aggressive approach 
to West Nile,” said state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side), who said complaints 
by neighbors often never 
get past the initial stage of 
issuing a warning letter 
to the offending property 
owner.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Francis Coppola Sr. (r.) begins to tear up as he looks at a picture of 
his deceased wife Maria while sitting with his son Francis Jr. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

West Nile Virus claims life of Queens mother
BY JOE ANUTA

 
A College Point family 

lost their mother to com-
plications stemming from 
West Nile virus, and they 
point to standing pools of 
water and unkempt foliage 
across the street as the cul-
prit.

Francis Coppola said 
his mother Maria died 

March 31 after suffering 
from an illness related 
to the West Nile virus for 
nearly seven months.

“We had such high 
hopes she was recovering,” 
Coppola said of his mother, 
who was 70 years old. “She 
was like the backbone of 
our family.”

His mother contracted 
the virus in September, ac-

cording to Coppola, and 
was shuffled around to four 
different hospitals in the 
area before she died at New 
York Hospital Queens.

His mother grew up 
in Naples, Italy, and came 
to America after she mar-
ried Coppola’s father, also 
named Francis. She came 
to New York and settled in 
College Point, working at 

a clothing factory in Man-
hattan before running the 
family restaurant, Coppo-
la’s Pizza, near the corner 
of 14th Avenue and 132nd 
Street in College Point.

The city Department 
of Health confirmed her 
death and said it is looking 
into the causes.

“The Health Depart-
ment is investigating re-
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

Professional
Carving Set**

Open a new Vacation Club
or make a deposit to an

existing Vacation Club at
Maspeth Federal Savings

and receive interest* plus a:

Vacation Clubs are available
in weekly amounts of $5, $10, $15,

$20 and $30. Don’t throw away
your old Vacation Club

passbook–it can be used again,
a new one is not necessary.

*Ask us for further information with
regard to interest rates,  terms & conditions. 

**Quantities Limited – Styles May Vary – 
Limit 3 Vacation Clubs Per Person.

Terms and Rates
subject to change without notice.

– PLEASE ADVISE US IF YOU
CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS –

VACATION
CLUB 2012
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Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Pet Care with 

Love to Spare.

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s fi rst 

veterinary visit

Expires: June 16, 2012

Grand Opening

Special

WOODSIDE — Cops 
need the public’s help in 
identifying a man wanted 
in connection with a rob-
bery at gunpoint in Wood-
side.

According to police, 
two men approached two 
victims in front of 64-13 
Broadway, where one man 
pointed a shotgun and the 
other removed the victims’ 
wallet, money, keys, cell 
phone and jewelry.

The suspect armed 
with the shotgun is de-
scribed as a black male, 
age 25, between 5-foot-6 
and 5-foot-8, weighing 140 

pounds and wearing blue 
jeans and a red hooded 
sweatshirt, cops said.

The second suspect 
is described as a Hispanic 

male in his 20s, 5-foot-5 
and wearing a black waist-
length jacket and a green 
army baseball cap, cops 
said.

Police need to ID two suspects in robberies

Police released a surveillance video, which they said shows one 
of the suspects retrieving a shotgun from behind a bin. 

Images courtesy NYPD

POLICE 

Blotter
Two people used stolen 

credit cards: Police

FOREST HILLS — The NYPD was 
seeking the public’s assistance in identify-
ing two individuals wanted for grand lar-
ceny.

According to cops, two suspects used 
a stolen credit card to purchase various 
items at a CVS and Duane Reade in Forest 
Hills.

The suspects allegedly used the card 
of a 31-year-old female, who had her pocket-
book stolen while inside 104-08 Metropoli-
tan Ave, cops said.

The suspects are described as a male 
and female in their 20s, cops said.

The NYPD released a surveillance video of two 
suspects allegedly making a purchase with a sto-
len credit card. Image courtesy NYPD

Three men rob drugs from Astoria store: Cops

ASTORIA — The NYPD was asking 
for the public’s assistance in identifying 
three men wanted for a grand larceny on 
Steinway Street.

According to cops, three men entered 
Rite Aid, at 32-87 Steinway St., April 20 and 
stole Rogaine, Zyrtec, Crest White Strips, 
Allegra and Mucinex before fleeing the 
store.

Police said the first suspect is de-
scribed as a black male, aged 20-30 and 
wearing a black jacket, white jeans and red 
sneakers. The second suspect is described 
as a black male wearing a yellow hard hat 
and green traffic vest. The third suspect is 
described as a black male wearing a white 
T-shirt and black jogging pants.

Police said that three suspects stole Rogaine, Zyrtec, Crest White Strips, Allegra and Mucinex from a pharmacy in 
Astoria. Images courtesy NYPD
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Hipsters who are mov-

ing into the neighborhoods 
of western Queens are pull-
ing inspectors from the city 
Department of Buildings 
away from their usual hot 
spots in the eastern part of 
the borough, according to 
the department.

At a recent meeting 
hosted by Community 
Board 7, which encom-
passes the neighborhoods 
of Flushing, Whitestone, 
College Point, Bay Terrace, 
Queensboro Hill, Auburn-
dale and Murray Hill, com-
munity liaison Anthony 
Iuliano said the board typi-
cally has one of the high-
est numbers of monthly 
complaints in the borough, 
which is not surprising.

Typically, the bulk of 
complaints about anything 
having to do with broken or 
decrepit buildings has been 
focused in eastern Queens, 
Iuliano said — that is, until 
the demographics in neigh-
borhoods like Long Island 
City, Astoria and Jackson 
Heights began to change, 
he added.

“There is a trend in 
western Queens. Where 
there aren’t relatively 
many complaints that come 
through the 311 system, 
we’ve seen every communi-
ty board start to spike,” he 
said at a recent meeting.

Iuliano wrestled with 
how exactly to describe the 
spike before attributing it 
to hipsters, whom he said 
were “more active in the 
community, observe things 
more in the community and 
call in complaints.”

The word “hipster” is 
often associated with gen-
trification movements that 

have transformed neigh-
borhoods around the city, 
bringing service industry 
amenities, including res-
taurants and bars along 
with them, and edging out 
traditional inhabitants or 
taking over areas once used 
for manufacturing.

In this case, Iuliano de-
cided on the term after clar-
ifying that The New York 
Times had used it first.

Specifically, he was re-
ferring to the changing pop-
ulations of western neigh-
borhoods, especially Long 
Island City, which even 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
hopes will become a new 
business hub with the con-
struction of new condos, 
office buildings and the 
addition of anchor busi-
nesses like JetBlue and Citi 

Group.
So far this year, com-

munity boards represent-
ing Long Island City, Asto-
ria, Sunnyside, Woodside, 
Jackson Heights and parts 
of Elmhurst and Corona 
had a total of 449 complaints 
in January, 430 in February 
and 597 in March, accord-
ing to a complaint database 
kept by DOB.

Community boards 
representing Flushing, 
Whitestone, Bayside, Glen 
Oaks and other eastern 
Queens neighborhoods filed 
a total of 556 complaints in 
January, 407 in February 
and 604 in March.

The gap between com-
plaints has narrowed be-
tween March of this year 
and last, when the western 
boards logged 595 com-

plaints compared to the 
east’s 677, although many 
months saw sporadic spikes 
in the numbers.

The DOB has less than 
five full-time inspectors 
for the entire borough of 
Queens, according to a law-
maker on the City Council 
Committee on Land use, al-
though the department has 
at least 20 to 30 part-times 
inspectors. That means the 
most active boards, which 
along with CB 7 includes 
the greater Jamaica board 
of CB 12, will have to make 
due with less manpower.

“Now we’re going to 
have to share a little bit 
more, so we’ll have to see 
how that works out,” he 
said.

Inspectors from the city Department of Buildings inspect the damage done by a car that crashed 
through a Howard Beach Blockbuster. Photo courtesy Nat Roe

Ysabella Wallenda-Cortes, 10 (r.), flies into the arms of father 
Robinson Cortes in the Flying Cortes trapeze act. The family per-
formance is a highlight of the Big Apple Circus’ 34th season show 
“Dream Big,” hitting Cunningham Park from May 22 through June 
17. Photo courtesy Bertrand Guay/Big Apple Circus

Soaring acts to star
at Big Apple Circus

BY PHIL CORSO
 
It’s time to “Dream 

Big” in Queens as the Big 
Apple Circus launches its 
annual event later this 
month fully equipped with 
jugglers, horses, dogs, acro-
bats, magic and more. The 
new 34th season show will 
feature the Flying Cortes 
trapeze act, a staple of the 
event.

Brothers Alex and 
Robinson Cortes will soar 
under the Big Apple Circus 
Big Top, at Cunningham 
Park, alongside 10-year-old 
Ysabella Wallenda-Cortes, 
who comes from eight gen-
erations of circus perform-
ers on her mother’s side 
and five generations on her 
father’s.

As one of the act’s fly-
ers, Alex Cortes spun his 
way through three-ring 
circuses such as Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
and the Tarzan Zerbini Cir-
cus before landing at the 
Big Apple Circus with his 
family.

His biggest thrill, he 
said, was interacting with 
the crowd inside the tent.

“They can see your fa-
cial expressions, so you can 
really show the audience 
how you feel,” he said.

To make this year’s 
performance special, Alex 
Cortes said he would intro-
duce a new move and po-
tentially become the ninth 
man in the world to ever 
complete a “triple and a 
half” flying stunt.

The Cortes family 
comes from Colombia and 
has a generations-long his-
tory in circus performance. 
Alex Cortes first started 
flying into his father Ed-
mundo’s arms at age 6. 
Years later, brother Robin-
son Cortes took over his fa-
ther’s role as main catcher.

“It’s who we are, not 
a career choice, it’s what 
we were meant for,” Alex 
Cortes said. “Above all, you 
have to love it.”

Alida Wallenda-Cortes 
coordinates much of the 
group’s choreography and 
said her family’s rich histo-
ry of performing makes the 
show a bonding experience. 
After growing up watching 
her family perform on the 
high wire, Wallenda-Cor-
tes said she was more than 
happy to pass the tradition 
down to her daughter Ysa-
bella Wallenda-Cortes.

“We enjoy working to-
gether as a family,” she said. 
“But more importantly, we 
feel that we provide the au-
dience with something that 
everyone can enjoy.”

Ysabella Cortes said 
she was most excited to be 
traveling and performing 
with family. In the circus 
act, she flies through the 
air and showcases her three 
signature tricks.

“I’ve learned a lot 
while performing with my 
family,” Ysabella Cortes 
said. “My favorite part is 
getting to fly in front of so 
many people.”

‘Hipsters’ draw inspectors
DOB cites spike in complaints from gentrifying western Queens

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...
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Religion has no place in political campaigns

I 
fail to understand the 
brouhaha over the can-
didacy of Jeff Gottlieb 
in the 6th Congressio-

nal District, claiming it is 
a ploy to deprive candidate 
state Assemblyman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) of the “Jewish vote” 
(“Lancman calls Gottlieb 
‘hack’ in primary run,” 
Flushing Times, April 12-
18).

The criteria for one 
seeking public office is in-
telligence, honesty and a 
commitment to seek and 
support legislation that 
serves the needs and the 

interests of all the people 
and not just the few with 
political and financial con-
nections. Excluded are the 
person’s religion, those 
who wear religion on their 
sleeves and those who pan-
der to a specific religious 
group and violate the con-
stitutional requirement of 
separation of church and 
state by seeking legislation 
that infuses their religious 
beliefs.

A claim Jews will only 
vote for a Jewish candidate 
is demeaning and an insult 
to the Jews who support a 
candidate based upon his 

or her merits and not re-
ligious persuasion. I wish 
Lancman luck, but suggest 
he focus on important is-
sues he will face and not on 
religion.

Gottlieb has spent de-
cades toiling for the Queens 
Democratic Party without 
ever being nominated for 
elective office by the party 
bosses. The Queens Demo-
cratic Party leadership, far 
from being anywhere with-
in the realm of a democracy, 
and I say this as a lifelong 
registered Democrat, is 
known together with boss 
politics in the boroughs as 

the nepotism capital.
Primaries are expen-

sive and rare and the boss 
selection gets the nod. The 
nod is often the wife or son 
of an official retiring or 
seeking another office.

Gottlieb was never ge-
nealogically qualified as 
a member of the nepotism 
club. If he wishes to seek of-
fice, as does Lancman, they 
should be judged on their 
merits, not their religion.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

SAD DEMISE OF 
MONSERRATE

It was with no pleasure that we watched last week as 
former state Sen. Hiram Monserrate pleaded guilty to mis-
using money to fund his unsuccessful 2006 campaign.

Monserrate’s downfall began when he was arrested 
for assaulting his girlfriend and slashing her face with a 
broken glass. He was convicted of misdemeanor assault in 
2009 and sentenced to three years’ probation. Even though 
his victim refused to testify, surveillance tape caught him 
dragging the woman through a hallway.

He was then expelled from the Senate on a vote of 53-
8.

Monserrate was later arrested for secretly funneling 
more than $100,000 to his campaign. According to U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara, the Latino Initiative for Better 
Resources and Empowerment paid $48,000 in salary to em-
ployees “for doing pretty much nothing else except work-
ing on [his] campaign.”

For a man who once served in the NYPD, neither 
crime is excusable. The misuse of funds was a criminal act 
for which he could spend many years in prison.

Monserrate had been a respected figure in the dis-
tricts he served. He let constituents down. He will not be 
remembered for any accomplishment but for fraud and do-
mestic abuse.

PUNISHMENT SHOULD 
FIT CRIME

Under standards imposed during the Bloomberg ad-
ministration, the city can now boot or tow cars of owners 
who owe as little as $350 or have five unpaid parking tick-
ets in the course of one year.

The mayor says the tougher standards will “save 
lives.” Nonsense. The tickets accompanied by excessive 
fees will help balance a bloated budget.

With added fees, the cost to get a car back can double 
the amount owed. They include a $185 tow fee, $70 for the 
sheriff and $35 for the pound. The fee is more than double 
the normal towing charge.

The City Council should stand up to the mayor on 
scofflaw towing. The standard should be reset to some-
thing reasonable like $1,000. The fees should be cut in 
half.

Time to bring the mayor back to planet Earth.
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Garbage station does not belong near LGA runway
Q

ueens is in the midst 
of an incredible pe-
riod of economic 
growth, with bil-

lions of dollars in proposed 
construction and thou-
sands of new residents ex-
pected in the next 20 years. 
The borough is home to two 
airports and they are the 
lifeblood of our local busi-
ness community.

The city, however, is 
pursuing plans for a new 
garbage dump in front of 
LaGuardia Airport’s pri-
mary runway that will cre-
ate a bird magnet that will 
make passengers less safe 
and have wide-ranging ef-
fects on our local economy. 
The lessons from US Air-
ways 1549, the Miracle on 
the Hudson, are still fresh 
in our minds.

This facility will also 
create an obstruction pre-
venting the installation of 
new aviation technology, 
which would increase safe-
ty and capacity and reduce 
delays into LaGuardia. 

These delays add up and 
amount to tens of millions 
of dollars of lost revenue 
and untold amounts of ag-
gravation.

While this technology 
is a potential solution to 
the problem, plans for its 
installation were scuttled 
when the city passed the 
Solid Waste Management 
Plan in 2006. That legis-
lation paved the way for 
the construction of a new 
10-story marine transfer 
station in College Point, 
standing in front LaGuar-
dia’s Runway 31.

Thousands of pas-
sengers fly into and out 
of the borough every day 
and their contribution to 
the local economy is im-
measurable — especially 
now when investment in 
the borough is expected to 
skyrocket. The transfer sta-
tion, 735 yards from the end 
of Runway 31, if completed, 
will block airport planners 
from ever pursuing instal-
lation of this new technol-

ogy and limit our ability 
to effectively handle more 
passenger traffic to accom-
modate future aviation 
growth.

My office, at the 
Queens Chamber of Com-
merce, is across the high-
way from LaGuardia Air-
port. The proposed garbage 
transfer station is closer 
than that.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
announcement of a $4 bil-
lion convention center fi-
nanced entirely through 
the private sector is going 
to be a windfall for every 
industry in the area. A 
new convention and casino 
gaming center would draw 
countless people to the 
borough annually. Delta 
Airlines has also commit-
ted major resources by 
recently announcing 100 
new flights and 29 new 
destinations from LaGuar-
dia. The move will add up 
to 4 million new passenger 
seats without contributing 
to airport congestion. The 

expansion, Delta noted in 
a press release, will create 
700 new jobs.

New York City is also 
projected to grow by 1 mil-
lion people by 2030, and 
many of those people will 
end up living and working 
in Queens. We need reliable 
infrastructure now to ac-
commodate the anticipated 
population growth. The 
North Shore garbage dump, 
however, will prevent not 
only the current precision 
approach technology from 
being used at Runway 31, 
but permanently prevent 
next-generation, satellite-
based precision approach 
technologies.

We need first-rate 
roads, mass transit and air-
ports to effectively get peo-
ple from place to place. Can 
we expect 1950s technology 
to guide us smoothly into 
2030s challenges?

Furthermore, the 
first-order costs of not in-
stalling this new approach 
technology are staggering. 

According to a study com-
missioned by the Friends 
of LaGuardia Airport, the 
commercial air carrier 
industry loses anywhere 
from $74 million to $183 
million annually at the 
airport because of the lack 
of a precision approach. 
Approximately 500,000 to 1 
million passengers are de-
layed every year as well.

Common sense tells 
you that siting a garbage 
station and known food 
source for birds so close to 
a runway greatly increases 
the risk of bird strikes at 
this location. The QCC has 
consistently voiced its op-
position to the transfer sta-
tion on safety grounds to 
the mayor’s office and fed-
eral government.

Good public policy sup-
ports the safety of people 
over the garbage plan. Poli-
tics should not prevail over 
common sense or doing the 
right thing.

We desperately need 
new infrastructure to 

handle the borough’s needs 
and the North Shore Ma-
rine Transfer Station will 
significantly impede the 
growth of jobs and airline 
traffic to move passengers 
in and out of local airports. 
It is not too late to stop this 
deadly idea from coming to 
fruition.

Support our airports. 
Support the use of modern 
technology and prevent 
another tragedy that the 
transfer station could po-
tentially cause.

In the 1980s, Gov. Ma-
rio Cuomo shut the Shore-
ham Nuclear Power Plant 
down before it could start 
operation. We ask that his 
son take the bold step of 
intervening and study if 
this garbage dump, too, is 
wrong for New York City.

Jack Friedman
Executive Director

Queens Chamber of 
Commerce

Jackson Heights

Nonprofi t heads must give up perks

I
t is disappointing that 
City Councilmen David 
Greenfield (D-Brooklyn) 
and Jimmy Van Bramer 

(D-Sunnyside), in the April 
19-25 story “Proposed bill 
blocks trash charge for 
culturals,” would prevent 
the city from charging so-
called private nonprofit 
groups for paying for trash 
and recycling.

Before shedding any 
tears for private, nonprofit 
institutions when they pro-
test having to pay for trash 
and recycling, check out 
their respective organiza-
tion finances, especially 
salaries to their executive 
management teams.

Too many executives 
of nonprofits earn a base 
salary of $700,000. Some 
even earn more than $1 
million per year. This is 
supplemented by bonuses, 

generous health plans, sub-
sidized housing and retire-
ment packages equivalent 
or greater than the presi-
dent, governor, mayor, pub-
lic officials, many private 
sector corporate executives 
and ordinary citizens com-
bined.

In many cases, these 
institutions pay excessive 
funds to public relations 
firms and lobbyists hired 
to go after grants from the 
city, state and federal gov-
ernments. Professional 
fund-raising firms end up 
taking a greater percentage 
of donations meant for the 
nonprofits. In many cases, 
the percentage is shocking.

In these lean times, 
executives of nonprofits 
can set an example for oth-
ers. They could take a pay 
cut and donate some of the 
excessive compensation or 

consider giving up some of 
the perks to help their insti-
tutions’ bottom lines.

Why can’t the thou-
sands of nonprofits col-
lectively afford to pay the 
estimated $17 million cost 
for trash and recycling? 
In essence, they are recy-
cling a small portion of 
the hundreds of millions 
they collectively receive in 
city, state and federal grant 
monies back to the public 
treasury.

Do Greenfield and Van 
Bramer have any conflicts 
of interest by accepting 
campaign contributions 
from employees of the same 
organizations who might 
benefit from their proposed 
legislation?

Larry Penner
Great Neck, L.I.

Primary will cost voters pretty penny

T
he local press is 
awash with state-
ments that the up-
coming Democratic 

primary for the nomination 
in the 6th Congressional 
District is a short time for 
the candidates to get them-
selves known.

You can be sure that 
every enrolled Democrat — 
incorrectly referred to as 

registered Democrats be-
cause you register to vote 
but enroll in a party — will 
receive a hundred mailers, 
37 robo calls, 17 introduc-
tions at transit stops and 
106 handshakes during the 
short, get-to-know-you cam-
paign.

When we add up the 
June 26 vote and the total 
cost by all the candidates 

of the money spent, plus the 
cost of Primary Day elec-
tion inspectors, I am sure 
we will find that it cost 
more than $60 per vote for 
the short-time primary.

God bless America; 
pass me the aspirin.

Kenneth Lloyd Brown
Forest Hills

CORRECTION
The story about kindergarten children from PS 169 on the front of the May 3-9 Bayside Times issue 
misidentified the school. We apologize for the editing error.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Dishing 
with Dee

T
he weeks keep fly-
ing by. It just doesn’t 
seem possible that in 
less than three weeks 

we will be celebrating Me-
morial Day and all the fun 
parades Queens is famous 
for. Fortunately, they are 
spread out over the Memo-
rial Day weekend, making 
it possible to view more 
than one. Aside from the 
fun and festivities of the 
parades, it’s a good time to 
reflect on how lucky we are 
to be living in such a won-
derful country.

Memorial Day week-
end is the beginning of 

summer, which is every-
one’s favorite time of the 
year.

Here at the condo 
where I live, everyone is 
busy getting the outdoor 
furniture out on their 
balconies or terraces, as 
well as trimming bushes, 
planting geraniums and 
inpatients, etc. They are 
also cleaning out their car 
trunks and garages and all 
the rest of the usual annual 
“rites of spring” stuff.

The end of the condo 
property is waterfront. 
Our next door neighbor is 
the Beechhurst Marina. 
The owner is equally busy 
launching all his clients’ 
boats at their summer moor-
ings. It’s always a pleasure 
to sit on your balcony and 
watch the varied and beau-
tiful boats go by. It’s so nice 
to live in an area that has 
four distinct seasons. Just 

one season all year would 
seem monotonous.

This past week, we at-
tended Bayside’s Queens-
borough Community Col-
lege annual gala dinner at 
Terrace on the Park, the 
Queens Civic Congress 
Luncheon at Antun’s in 
Queens Village, the Saul 
Weprin Club’s 52nd annual 
dinner at the Hollis Hills 
Jewish Center, a legal de-
fense fund-raiser/cocktail 
party for John Haggerty

in Manhattan and a Sun-
day brunch fund-raiser for 
Matt Silverstein at his 
new apartment on Bell Bou-
levard in Bayside. 

Matt is the Democratic 
district leader in state As-
semblyman Ed Braun-

stein’s district. He is going 
to run for Dan Halloran’s 
City Council seat. Matt 
belongs to the Jefferson 
Democratic Club. Needless 

to say a lot of the members 
attended to show support 
for one of their own.

Just a few of the guests 
who dropped by while I was 
there were Carol Gresser, 
Debbie Markell, Barry 

Kleinert, Mary Conaty, 
Warren Schreiber and 
John Duane. Last but 
not least we attended the 
Queens County Bar Asso-
ciation’s annual dinner and 
installation of the officers 
and managers at Terrace 
on the Park.

The first dinner of the 
Queens County Bar Asso-
ciation was in 1876. That 
makes the association 136 
years old. That’s some im-
pressive history.

Richard Gutierrez is 
the outgoing president, Jo-

seph Risi is the president-
elect. The guest speaker 
was A. Gail Prudenti, the 
chief administrative judge 

of the state of New York. 
The introductions were 
made by the Sidney F. 

Strauss, justice of the Su-
preme Court of Queens and 
the chairman of the annual 
dinner committee.

The Queens County 
Bar Association is a won-
derful organization. It sup-
ports the Queens Volunteer 
Lawyers Projects Inc., a 
legal assistance nonprofit 
providing attorneys on a 
pro-bono basis to Queens 
residents who cannot af-
ford to retain a lawyer.

They are also respon-
sible for the Queens Fore-
closure Conference Proj-
ect, which is comprised of 
attorneys providing free 
legal assistance to Queens 
homeowners facing foreclo-
sure.

There is also the 
Queens County Bar Asso-
ciation Scholarship Fund, 

which offers financial as-
sistance to law students 
who are residents of Queens 
or who attend a law school 
in Queens. Recipients of 
the QCBA are chosen based 
on academic achievement, 
community service and fi-
nancial need.

The 2012 scholarship 
award recipient is Priscil-

la Andrea Molina, who is 
a third-year student at St. 
John’s University School 
of Law. Congratulations to 
Priscilla on being awarded 
the scholarship, Everyone 
is looking forward to her 
becoming a valuable mem-
ber of the bar.

That’s it for this week.
I look forward to your 

voice mails at 718-767-6484, 
faxes at 718-746-0066 and e-
mails at deerrichard@aol.
com.

Till next week, Dee.

Silverstein to campaign for Halloran’s Council seat

Queens suffered thru blackout, gas shortage in 1942

S
tateside, the war ef-
fort was beginning 
to ramp up. On May 
5, 1942, the sixth 

minesweeper to be built in 
Whitestone in the past sev-
en weeks slid into the East 
River. The boat was chris-
tened at the Wheeler Ship-
building Corp.’s yard at the 
foot of 154th Street.

Officials at the Wheel-
er yard indicated that mine-
sweeper production was 
gradually being stepped up 
and would soon maintain 
a pace of one a week. The 
company held the coveted 
Navy “E” pennant for ef-
ficiency in turning out the 
highly important mine-

sweepers.
●

On May 18, 1942, 
Queens underwent its first 
blackout. Only the Flushing 
and Astoria trains, as well 
as factories engaged in war 
production, were exempt. 
More than 35,000 air raid 
wardens in the borough 
took part in the blackout. 
All street lights and traffic 
lights were turned off and 
automobiles were stopped 
and required to turn off 
their lights.

Traffic was at a stand-
still for 20 minutes. A pho-
tograph from a roof at Stein-
way Street and 30th Avenue 
only showed lights at the 

distant Brewster Building, 
busy turning out Brewster 
aircraft for the war effort.

●

Even though the U.S. 
Army had been ordered to 
take charge of the nation’s 
commercial airlines, La-
Guardia Field “will not be 
taken over tomorrow after-
noon, or next week,” Mayor 
Fiorello LaGuardia said as 
he arrived May 15, 1942.

He was returning from 
Washington, D.C., where he 
met President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt in a conference 
on “routine business.” La-
Guardia Field, the busiest 
airport in the world, had 
been busier than ever in 
recent months as the travel 
of military personnel on 
official business increased 
steadily.

Although the Army 
was not expected to cur-
tail civilian travel entirely, 
such travel was severely re-

stricted. Civilians, unless it 
was “absolutely necessary,” 
were to take trains.

●

A Star Journal re-
porter went around to 50 
gas stations trying to get 
gas without a ration card. 
At each station, he got the 
same response: no card, no 
gas. And even if he had the 
card, in most of the stations 
there was no gas to be sold.

At one station, a half-
dozen cars were parked 
around the tanks. The deal-
er said, “I expect a delivery 
of gas in 15 minutes. These 
drivers are regular custom-
ers and I told them to come 
at this time.”

In another station, a 
dealer refused to sell more 
than 3 gallons: “We haven’t 
enough gas to sell more.”

●

The ranking naval 
hero of Queens, Lt. John 
Bulkeley, who “slapped” a 

Japanese cruiser down to 
Davey Jones’ locker with a 
torpedo from his PT boat, 
was introduced by LaGuar-
dia to a crowd estimated 
to top a million for a May 
17, 1942, event in Central 
Park.

Billed as the “I Am an 
American Day Rally,” the 
event was planned as a “re-
affirmation of allegiance of 
the Constitution and all-out 
support for the nation’s war 
programs.”

Bulkeley also notched 
another spot in the hall of 
fame when he piloted the 
speeding PT boat, which 
spirited Gen. Douglas Mac-
Arthur from Bataan to Aus-
tralia under the guns of the 
Japanese fleet.

Outstanding dignitar-
ies included Gov. Herbert 
Lehman and U.S. Supreme 
Court Judge Hugo Black. 
Pvt. Joe Lewis, the boxing 
champion, and actor Paul 

Muni delivered brief re-
marks. More than 1,000 po-
lice officers were on hand 
to direct the crowd. Several 
hundred park employees 
and hundreds of additional 
special ushers and Boy 
Scouts assisted the police.

Famed African-Amer-
ican singer Marian Ander-
son, as well as Lily Pons, 
of the Metropolitan Opera, 
delivered musical selec-
tions. Music was furnished 
by mass bands of the Police, 
Fire, Parks and Sanitation 
departments. The evening 
ended with a singing of 
“God Bless America” by 
“the entire assemblage.”

It was led by Irving 
Berlin, the song’s compos-
er.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

COLUMNS

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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F
rom my first day 
of school, when my 
mother brought me 
to the building on the 

Lower East Side of Manhat-
tan, I had drilled into me by 
my parents that teachers 
were supreme. You did not 
question or show disrespect 
to them.

In my years in the city 
public school system and at 
college, I think I had only 
one teacher who might not 
have lived up to my par-
ents’ standards and, in the 
long run, he was no prob-
lem. One of the teachers 
from my early days, Mrs. 
Maloney, was someone I re-
membered for many years. 

I cannot remember what 
she taught, but she made a 
great impression on me, as 
did others.

In the course of my 
business life, I worked with 
many teachers in New York 
City. I used to say, “I know 
only the best teachers” and 
that was true. The ones I 
worked with cared about 
their students, worked hard 
and long and tried to keep 
abreast of new trends.

One I especially re-
member was a biology 
teacher in a Queens high 
school. During her sabbati-
cal, she took time to work 
with a student who went on 
to the national science fair.

I also knew a teacher 
who was transferred from 
one high school in Queens 
to another. Even the teach-
ers union would not defend 
her, as she took an early re-
tirement because she was 
just not a good teacher.

Unfortunately, not all 
doctors, lawyers, engineers 
or clerics are good at what 
they do. In some cases, as I 
learned as a public member 
of the state Board for Pro-
fessional Conduct for many 
years, many of these “pro-
fessionals” should not have 
been doing what they were 
doing in the first place or 
had kept at it too long.

This applies to teach-
ers as well.

I am a believer in 
unions not just because it 
is in my DNA, but because I 
believe the working person 
needs protection against 
employers who may mis-
treat them. Money is not 
the root of all evil, but the 
love of money is. Too many 
employers cannot see be-
yond that love.

But should a teacher 
who should not be teaching 
because he or she is no good 
get tenure because they 

have been able to survive 
for a certain period of time? 
Must students be subjected 
to those who should not and 
cannot teach? Should teach-
ers be subjected to students 
who do not respect them-
selves, others or the learn-
ing process?

I am not an educator, 
but I think I know a good 
teacher from a poor one. 
I think you who read this 
know this as well. Should 
someone get before a class 
of students day after day 
and not do the job for which 
they are getting paid? Can 
we, as a society, afford that 
kind of tolerance for incom-
petence?

That was never good 
and in the technological 
21st century it is unaccept-
able.

I think the answer lies 
somewhere between those 
who hide behind their ten-
ure and those who strive to 

help those they get paid to 
help. We cannot continue 
on this path to communal 
illiteracy.

More and more in the 
business world employees 
are judged annually by 
their superiors. These eval-
uations should be objective 
and I would hope most are. 
But we all know that subjec-
tivity and personal animus 
can enter into such evalu-
ations. Many readers will 
know this from personal 
experience.

That is not the kind 
of judgment we need about 
teachers, but we should 
have judgments on a regu-
lar basis. Just because 
teachers have been doing 
work for a certain period 
of time should not mean 
they get a pass if they are 
no longer up to the task of 
educating.

The United States lags 
behind in education on too 

many fronts. There are 
many things to blame for 
this, not least of all the fact 
that not enough parents 
these days give some kind 
of direction to their chil-
dren or do not support a 
teacher in efforts at educa-
tion. But while parents and 
students must do better, so 
must the teaching profes-
sion and those in charge of 
the educational process.

Yes, evaluate the teach-
ers. Do it fairly, frequently 
and with one goal in mind: 
to help students learn.

And if a teacher has 
gotten to the point of not do-
ing the job, let that person 
find another profession. 
The teaching profession 
cannot be immune to the 
way the world works be-
cause the world of educa-
tion is not working well.

And that may be the 
understatement of the year.

Teachers should be up to the challenge of educating
Kenneth 
Kowald 

n

I Sit And 
Look Out
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Monserrate admits fraudulent use of city funds
BY REBECCA HENELY

In the final nail in the 
coffin of a notorious po-
litical career, former state 
Sen. and City Councilman 
Hiram Monserrate pleaded 
guilty in Manhattan feder-
al court Friday to funneling 
taxpayer dollars through 
a nonprofit to finance his 
2006 Senate campaign, the 
U.S. attorney’s office in 
Manhattan said.

Monserrate, 44, who 
served as councilman from 
2002-08 and senator from 
2009 to early 2010, entered 
the guilty plea to the Oc-
tober 2010 charges of mail 
fraud and conspiracy to 
commit mail fraud before 
U.S. District Judge Colleen 
McMahon.

Monserrate’s sentenc-
ing is set for Sept. 14, the 
U.S. attorney said, and his 
charges carry a maximum 
of 20 years in prison each.

The disgraced law-
maker admitted to using 
more than a third of dis-
cretionary funding he al-

located to the Corona-based 
nonprofit Latino Initiative 
for Better Resources and 
Empowerment Inc. to pay 
employees to work on his 
failed 2006 Senate cam-
paign against incumbent 
John Sabini, U.S. Attorney 

Preet Bharara said.
“Today’s guilty plea 

drives home the message 
that an elected official who 
betrays the public trust 
will be held accountable,” 
city Department of Investi-
gation Commissioner Rose 

Gill Hearn said in a state-
ment Friday.

LIBRE’s services in-
cluded English classes, im-
migration assistance, job 
placement programs and 
health education services. 
Monserrate had been in-

strumental in selecting 
both its staff and board of 
directors. It shut down in 
2008 after the city Depart-
ment of Youth and Com-
munity Development began 
investigating it.

Monserrate made 
headlines around the city 
for a 2008 assault against 
his girlfriend, Karla Gi-
raldo, which got him 
booted from the Senate in 
February 2010, but he was 
engaged in the fraudulent 
activity before the domes-
tic incident that ended with 
Giraldo in the hospital with 
her face slashed.

After giving $300,000 
in 2005 and 2006 to LIBRE, 
Monserrate used about 
$109,000 of the funds in 
2006 to pay some LIBRE 
employees to work for his 
2006 campaign and collect 
signatures for him to cap-
ture the Democratic Par-
ty’s nomination as well as 
to conduct a voter registra-
tion drive through LIBRE 
where he campaigned, the 
U.S. attorney said.

After registering the 
voters in 2006, Monserrate 
deliberately did not give the 
voter database to the state 
Board of Elections until the 
last minute, which gave his 
campaign an unfair advan-
tage, the U.S. attorney said.

“Monserrate took 
money out of the pockets 
of needy people to fund his 
own political career,” Bha-
rara said in a statement. 
“We will continue to pursue 
and prosecute elected of-
ficials who foolishly think 
that they can corruptly use 
public money for their own 
benefit.”

.The former senator 
had previously employed 
high-powered defense at-
torney Joseph Tacopina, 
who had represented 
Monserrate during his as-
sault trial, but eventually 
revealed he could not pay 
him, as Monserrate had 
only earned $26,000 from 
his pension as a former 
police officer and $3,000 
through consulting in 2010.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
 A federal judge sentenced a 

former Queens hospital executive 
Monday to three years in prison 
for bribing three state legislators 
in exchange for lobbying on his  
institution’s behalf.

As his visibly upset family 
looked on in Manhattan federal 
court, David Rosen, former chief 
executive officer of MediSys 
Health Network — owner of Ja-
maica Hospital, Flushing Hospi-
tal and Brookdale Hospital — will 
begin to serve his term Aug. 8, 
pending an appeal.

Rosen, 64, had been convicted 
of bribing state Sen. Carl Kruger 
and state Assemblymen William 
Boyland Jr., both of Brooklyn, 
and Queens Assemblyman An-
thony Seminerio with hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in a non-
jury trial.

Rosen faced up to 70 years in 
prison and a $250,000 fine for the 
bribery scheme, but even the re-
duced sentence he received drew 
tears from his family members.

“He made this a government 
not of the people, but of the de-
bauched,” said Manhattan Feder-
al Judge Jed Rakoff as he imposed 
Rosen’s sentence.

According to the U.S. attor-
ney in Manhattan, Rosen’s ille-
gal actions included more than 
$400,000 in payments made to 
Seminerio through a sham con-
sulting company; a no-show job 
given to Boyland between 2003 
and 2008 that paid close to $35,000 ; 
and an attempt to bribe Kruger by 
steering Brookdale to do business 
with Compassionate Care Hos-
pice, a concern in which Kruger 
had an interest.

Rosen’s lawyer, Elkan 
Abramowitz, contended that the 
hospital executive acted in the 
best interest of his community 
and asked that the judge sentence 
him to community service in lieu 
of a jail sentence.

Abramowitz said Rosen did 
everything he could to keep his 
hospitals open and serving his 
community. Three Queens hospi-
tals — Parkway, Mary Immacu-

late and St. John’s — shut their 
doors between late 2008 and early 
2009.

“He [Rosen] didn’t ask of-
ficials to steal anything for him. 
He did not ask them ever — ever 
to abuse their discretion for him,” 

said Abramowitz. “David Rosen 
stands before you having lost his 
job. He lost his career. He lost his 
reputation. He lost $3 million in 
severance. He lost everything.”

During his statements to 
the judge, Rosen, 64, said he was 
proud of his 40 years of service to 
populations in need, specifically 
those surrounding Jamaica Hos-
pital.

“I took every opportunity to 
avail myself to improve the care 
of the largely indigent commu-
nity around Jamaica Hospital. I 
tried to rally officials in Albany, 
but often found myself standing 
alone,” he said. “I tried with re-
lentless persistence to rally other 
health care professionals and of-
ficials to recognize the plight of 
the safety net hospitals.”

The judge did laud Rosen’s 
character and noted that there 
should be no doubt the former hos-
pital executive’s actions helped to 
strengthen health care in lower-
income neighborhoods.

“There is no doubt Mr. Rosen 
is a good man in many respects,” 

said Rakoff. “There is no doubt 
the people of New York have ben-
efited by his efforts to enhance 
health care in impoverished com-
munities.”

But the judge said he could 
not overlook Rosen’s disregard 
for the law.

“The glaring and rather taw-
dry truth is Mr. Rosen knowingly 
and intentionally bribed one leg-
islator after another, month after 
month and year after year,” he 
said.

In addition to the prison 
term, Rakoff sentenced Rosen to 
two years of supervised release 
and ordered him to pay a $500 
special assessment fee.

Rosen’s team plans to mount 
an appeal ahead of the Aug. 8 sur-
render date.

Kruger pleaded guilty in De-
cember and was sentenced to sev-
en years in prison, while Boyland 
was acquitted by a jury in No-
vember. Seminerio pleaded guilty 
and was sentenced to six years in 
prison, but died while serving his 
sentence.

Former state Sen. Hiram Monserrate admitted in court to using City Council discretionary funds to 
benefit his 2006 Senate campaign.

Ex-Jamaica Hospital chief receives 3 years in prison

David Rosen, former chief executive 
of MediSys and Jamaica Hospital, was 
sentenced to three years in prison 
for bribing three state legislators. 

Photo by Dee Richard
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Member FDIC

To make an appointment 
or meet Karen at one of 

our Ridgewood branches, 
call 917-807-6480.

   
    

   

No one knows mortgages better than Karen Carter, your friendly, neighborhood 
Mortgage Consultant. She has a special, limited-time mortgage that, once 
approved, could get you moving on a new home or refinancing your existing one. 
Hurry because this offer may be withdrawn at any time.

(NMLS ID# 646651)

  “I have a super low 
rate up to $2.0 million!”

: Ridgewood – 71-02 Forest Avenue  – 205-11 Hillside Avenue  
230-22 Merrick Boulevard 

244 Cour t Street

Garden City Park – 2435 Jericho Turnpike
220 Old Country Road

   Avenue

A new survey shows that several Queens neighborhoods 
lead the city in promiscuity, driving spouses to cheat. 

Photo illustration

Survey spots sneaky spouses in Forest Hills
BY PHIL CORSO

 
Suspicious Queens 

spouses just had a heaping 
dose of fuel poured onto 
their dubious flames.

An online dating site 
has brought to the surface 
an unpopular consequence 
for some living in finan-
cially affluent areas, nam-
ing several spots within the 
borough as some of the most 
scandalous in the city.

Promiscuous online 
dating site ashleymadison.
com released a survey nam-
ing areas like Forest Hills, 
Douglaston and Howard 

Beach as some of the most 
likely places to find swing-
ing spouses.

The top five cheating 
ZIP codes included Great 
Neck, L.I., in first place; 
Park Slope, Brooklyn, in 
second; Manhattan’s Up-
per East Side in third; 
Forest Hills in fourth; and 
TriBeCa in Manhattan in 
fifth. New City in Rock-
land County ranked sixth, 
Douglaston seventh, River-
dale in the Bronx eighth, 
Howard Beach ninth and 
Garden City, L.I., 10th.

Noel Biderman, CEO 
of ashleymadison.com, told 

the New York Post about a 
trend that appeared to tie 
richer areas to more mem-
bership on the site.

“There seems to be a 
disproportionate amount 
of cheating spouses in af-
fluent areas and neighbor-
hoods in New York,” Bider-
man told the Post.

According to Bider-
man, the infidelity-driven 
site compared government 

census data to the area 
codes of its members to cal-
culate a percentage. Based 
on the survey, Great Neck 
led the pack with at least 
3.02 percent of the town’s 
adult residents as paid 
members of the site.

Ashleymadison.com, 
whose slogan is “Life is 
short. Have an affair,” 
matches cheating spouses 
with one another so they 

might share in each other’s 
illicit behavior from its 
headquarters in Toronto. 
The site currently has more 
than 13 million subscribers 
worldwide with more than 
500,000 New York users 
making up the roughly 9 
million nationwide.

In an interview with 
the Post, Biderman said in-
fidelity could occur across 
several different demo-

graphics and races, noting 
that commuters to New 
York City were especially 
prone to cheating because 
of wealth.

He said women were 
more likely to cheat as 
their success level grows 
and men were more prone 
to join the site when they 
have children.

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]

TM

Get your Queens  
news on Facebook:  
facebook.com/timesledger
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The 82nd Street Partnership 
says they have received 
$200,000 through Borough 
President Helen Marshall and 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
to revamp the Dunningham 
Triangle on Baxter Avenue be-
tween 82nd and Ithaca streets.

Triangle in Elmhurst 
receives $200K grant

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Leaders of the 82nd 

Street Partnership, a small 
business improvement or-
ganization, were pleased 
the borough president and 
mayor’s offices set aside 
$200,000  to improve the 
Dunningham Triangle, a 
vital piece of open space in 
the dense neighborhood.

Borough President 
Helen Marshall gave the 
triangle, on 82nd Street 
between Ithaca Street 
and Baxter Avenue in 
Elmhurst, $150,000 while 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
pitched in another $50,000. 
With input from the com-
munity, the members of the 
Partnership want to make 
the triangle a destination 
as part of the overall revi-
talization of the commer-
cial strip.

“These funds will pro-
vide for the renovation of 
this crucial triangle and 
create a vibrant anchor to 
enhance local businesses 
and enliven the shopping 
district,” Marshall said in 
a statement.

The triangle is one-
tenth of an acre, according 
to the city Parks Depart-
ment’s website.

Seth Taylor, director 
of the partnership, said the 
business group had applied 
for the grants in February 
and that it was “delighted” 
to receive them.

“A space like that, it 
will be an important ame-
nity for the shoppers who 
come to 82nd Street,” Tay-
lor said.

City Small Business 
Services Commissioner 
Robert Walsh described the 
current state of the park as 
“something out of a Charlie 
Brown episode” — i.e., un-
planted and lonely. He said 
building upon it will make 
a big difference.

“It’s not a big piece of 
land, but it’s a critical piece 
of land,” Walsh said.

Both he and Taylor said 
they want to hold events in 
the triangle as well to drive 
shoppers to the space.

The city Parks Depart-

ment will take the lead in 
creating the design of the 
triangle and construct-
ing it, but the partnership 
will work with the busi-
ness owners of 82nd Street 
in Elmhurst and Jackson 
Heights, as well as resi-
dents, to develop the de-
sign.

“It will be a fun sort 
of social gathering space,” 
Taylor said.

After the previous di-
rector of the organization 
was fired for negligence late 
last year, the 82nd Street 
Partnership has been work-
ing to turn the strip around 
by cleaning up the graffiti, 
planting new trees and in-
stalling Muni-Meters.

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who shares the 
partnership’s coverage 
area with Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), said he hopes 
the renovation will include 
a lower fence around the 
triangle and single seating 
that will allow for a place 
for people to sit but not at-
tract any homeless sleep-
ers.

“It’s another step in my 
overall goal, which is to in-
crease park space and open 
space in the community,” 
he said. “It’s another move 
in the right direction.”

BY REBECCA HENELY

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) visited 
Kaufman Astoria Studios 
Friday to demand the feder-
al government kill a recom-
mended review for an out-
door studio lot at the site so 
that the project could move 
ahead quickly.

The senator said the 
studio, the first planned 
for New York City, had al-
ready been reviewed by the 
National Park Service and 
that another review would 
be redundant and cause the 
city to lose out on potential 
movie productions.

“It’s time to say, ‘Ac-
tion’ on this project, so that 
New York City can become 
the new star of the film 
and television industry,” 
Schumer said in a state-
ment.

Kaufman Astoria Stu-
dios, at 34-12 36th St., hopes 
to expand its operations by 
building an outdoor studio 
lot by closing off 36th Street 
between 34th and 35th av-
enues, Schumer’s office 
said. The studio, which has 
a history going back to the 
1920s, has been used to film 
TV shows such as “Sesame 
Street,” “Onion News Net-
work” and “Nurse Jackie,” 
as well as movies like “Eat, 
Pray, Love,” “The Bourne 
Ultimatum” and “Men in 
Black 3.”

The $2 million expan-
sion project, which includes 
an iconic entry gate on 36th 
Street on the 35th Avenue 
side, has gotten numerous 
approvals. A Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure re-
quired approvals from the 

city Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission, state 
Historic Preservation Of-
fice and the National Park 
Service, which deeded the 
land to the city in the 1970s 
exclusively for film use.

But despite its original 
approval of the project, the 
National Park Service said 
it will need to re-review the 
project because the studio 
made some design changes 
to the entrance at the re-
quest of the city Public De-
sign Commission.

“This outdoor lot could 
become an iconic New York 

City destination like the 
great studios of Hollywood, 
but the National Park Ser-
vice needs to stop the need-
less bureaucratic delays 
and allow this project to 
move forward,” Schumer 
said.

The senator said park 
service’s review could hold 
up the project by three or 
four months. This could 
cause Kaufman Astoria to 
miss out on getting major 
productions by summer 
2013.

“The back lot will add 
to the growth of the Kauf-

man Astoria Studios cam-
pus, the industry in New 
York and the economic 
development of the neigh-
borhood,” Kaufman Asto-
ria Studios President Hal 
Rosenbluth said in a state-
ment.

Schumer wrote a letter 
to National Parks Director 
Jonathan Jarvis urging the 
project’s approval.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer (c.) visits Kaufman Astoria Studios to urge the National Park Service to for-
go another review of the project. Kaufman studios President Hal Rosenbaum (l.) and owner George 
Kaufman join him. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Astoria fi lm lot needs action
Schumer says gov’t review of new outdoor studio blocks growth

Van Bramer library card bill expansion now law
Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg signed a bill 
into law last week that will 
expand the Library Card 
Act.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side), who introduced the 

act in 2010 to put library 
card applications from the 
city’s three systems into 
the city Department of Edu-
cation’s enrollment pack-
ages, had introduced the 
extension Bloomberg made 
a law May 1.

Now Queens, New 
York and Brooklyn library 
cards will also be dis-
tributed through the city 
Department of Youth and 
Community Development, 
the city Administration 
for Children’s Services, the 

city Human Resources Ad-
ministration and the city 
Department of Homeless 
Services.

— Rebecca Henely
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Libyan man charged in Astoria apartment slay
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
A man described by his 

roommate as a recently di-
vorced Libyan war refugee 
was arrested and charged 
with murder in the stab-
bing death of a 28-year-old 
man on Friday night, the 
NYPD said.

According to police, 
Wahid Elawame, 35, of As-
toria, was charged in the 
stabbing death of Mrwan 
Said in an apartment above 
a Steinway Street hookah 
cafe. Police said Elawame 
faces counts of murder, kid-
napping and criminal pos-
session of a weapon in con-
nection with the stabbing 
that occurred at his apart-
ment around 11:30 p.m.

The incident took place 
on the third floor of an 
apartment building above 
Layali Beirut, a lounge at 
25-60 Steinway St.

Mohamed Mohamed, 
who shared the apartment 
with Elawame and two 
other men, said he heard 

two crashes on the roof 
while he was  working at 
the first-floor hookah cafe. 
When he went outside to in-

vestigate, he saw two of his 
roommates crying on the 
second-floor roof below the 
apartment.

“They jumped out to 
get away,” he said. “They 
said he [Elawame] stabbed 
the man.”

According to police, 
when officers arrived they 
found Elawame sitting at 
the murder scene inside 
the apartment, smoking a 
cigarette.

Elawame allegedly 
stabbed the victim after an 
altercation, according to 
police at the 114th Precinct. 
The New York Post report-
ed the fight erupted after 
Said allegedly backed out 
of a plot to kill Elawame’s 
boss.

Police said Said was 
taken with a stab wound 
in the torso to Elmhurst 
Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead.

Mohamed called Ela-
wame violent and said he 
did not trust him.

“He [Elawame] didn’t 

have the right frame of 
mind,” said Mohamed, 53, 
who said the suspect’s di-
vorce and the conflict in 
Libya added to his rage.

“He was under a lot of 
stress, but he was not nor-
mal,” he said. “He had prob-
lems at home [in Libya] and 
it made him very angry.”

Antonia Grancelli, 20, 
lives on the second floor 
and heard someone scream 
at the time of the murder.

“A man jumped from 
the window crying and 
screaming, ‘He’s getting 
killed,’” she said. “One of 
the guys who jumped was 
holding his arm like it was 
broken. My sister called the 
police.”

Police said they took a 
suspect into custody early 
Saturday morning and 
identified Elawame as the 
man who had been arrested 
later in the afternoon.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The remains of some 

of the earliest settlers in 
Queens rest in an empty lot 
in Fresh Meadows — and 
residents are trying to keep 
it that way.

Residents, elected offi-
cials and civic leaders ral-
lied in front of the Brinck-
erhoff Cemetery, on 182nd 
Street and 73rd Avenue, to 
call on the city to declare 
landmark status for the 
historic burial ground.

“We are making this 
appeal on behalf of the resi-
dents of our neighborhood 
to retain the portion of our 
city’s past while maintain-
ing the character of our 
community and our qual-
ity of life — instead of giv-
ing in to developers with 
profit motives,” said James 
Gallagher, president of the 
Fresh Meadows Homeown-
ers Civic Association.

The cemetery, long 
since overgrown, was a pri-
vate plot used by the Brinck-
erhoff family — considered 
some of the earliest settlers 

of Queens — between the 
1730s and 1890s. Close to 80 
bodies are believed to be 
buried at the site.

The city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
was scheduled to hold a 
hearing about the property 
Tuesday, when the commis-
sion will consider whether 
or not to landmark the site. 

History and preserva-
tion advocates have been 
trying to secure landmark 
protection for the prop-
erty for more than a dozen 
years, ever since former 
owner Ralph DeDomenico, 
of Florida, first began look-
ing to develop the property 
for two houses, according 
to the civic organization.

His father, Joseph, 
purchased the property 
from the city in the 1950s 
after it had been seized for 
tax debts. The DeDomenico 
family sold the property to 
Ledan Cai for $105,000 in 
2000.

Cai could not be 
reached for comment.

Advocates for the cem-
etery said the site should be 

valued for its historical sig-
nificance and restored so it 
can be used for educational 
purposes. State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone), a 
former schoolteacher, said 
the site is an invaluable re-
source for area schoolchil-

dren.
“We can instill a sense 

of history in our young peo-
ple so they can understand 
a little bit about their past,” 
she said. “This is not an 
abandoned property, this is 
a cemetery and it should be 

treated like one.”
Also on hand at the 

rally were City Council 
members Elizabeth Crow-
ley (D-Middle Village) and 
Jim Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows), as well as state 
Assembly members Grace 

Meng (D-Flushing) and 
Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest).

Gennaro said the 
city has an obligation to 
preserve the past and re-
spect those who inhabited 
Queens in the early days 
before development.

“There is a sacred ob-
ligation. There are people 
buried here and it’s really 
not much more complicated 
than that,” he said. “This 
site should never be devel-
oped.”

Lancman said he 
hopes city officials will 
show some basic human de-
cency and prevent the site 
from being developed.

“It seems that not even 
the dead are safe from a de-
veloper’s desire to make a 
quick buck while imposing 
a burden on the surround-
ing community,” Lancman 
said. “This is historic, hal-
lowed ground that deserves 
a landmark — it’s not a 
scrap of land for some de-
veloper to turn into a Mc-
Mansion.”

Mohamed Mohamed describes how two of his roommates jumped from a window in their third-floor 
apartment after another man was stabbed to death. Photo by Christina Santucci

Ralliers see history of Queens in Brinckerhoff

Elected officials and civic leaders rally in front of Brinckerhoff Cemetery in Fresh Meadows to call 
on the city to landmark the site. Photo by Steve Mosco
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while the livery cab driver 
suffered head and neck in-
juries.

Rodriguez and a pas-
senger both fled the scene, 
but the passenger later re-
turned and was treated for 
injuries, according to the 
DA.

Rodriguez, though, 
went on the lam, the DA 
said.

A month later, acting 
on an anonymous tip, the 
U.S. Marshals New York/
New Jersey Regional Fugi-
tive Task Force arrested 
Rodriguez, who already 
had a lengthy rap sheet, in 
Connecticut. He was sub-
sequently brought back to 
Queens.

The sentence will 
not bring George Gibbons 
back, his brother said, but 

the fact that Rodriguez will 
do time is a small comfort, 
he said.

Last month Rodriguez 
pleaded guilty to criminal-
ly negligent homicide and 
leaving the scene of an ac-
cident, the DA said.

The 3 1/2 to seven years 
was the maximum sentence 
allowed by law, but a group 
of Queens lawmakers want 

to change that.
City Council members 

Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) and Peter Val-
lone Jr. (D-Astoria) stood on 
the steps of the courthouse 
to call on the state Legis-
lature to pass a bill that 
would increase the penal-
ties for anyone who leaves 
the scene of an accident.

When motorists flee 

accidents, there is no way 
for police to determine if 
they were under the influ-
ence of alcohol or drugs, ac-
cording to the bill.

It had been proposed 
once before and passed the 
state Senate last year, but 
died in the state Assembly 
earlier this year. It was not 
immediately clear what 
killed the bill.

But the legislation has 
been reintroduced and, ac-
cording to the lawmakers 
could ensure negligent driv-
ers are held responsible.

“Right now our sys-
tem fails to adequately hold 
criminally negligent driv-
ers accountable for their 
actions,” Crowley said in a 
statement. “I will continue 
to work with the Gibbons 
family and the Maspeth 
community to call on the 
state Assembly to pass and 
Gov. Cuomo to sign this im-
portant bill.”

one instance, a check for 
$1,700 carried a notation in-
dicating that it was for ice 
cream.

Other checks rou-
tinely written for exorbi-
tant amounts indicated 
they were for such things 
as laundry and groceries, 
Brown said.

Pokuwaah, a Ghana-
ian immigrant who came to 
the United States 19 years 
ago, remains in jail in lieu 

of $25,000 bail, said the DA.
“Home health aides are 

welcomed into the homes of 
the most vulnerable in our 
society. It is essential that 
they not use their position 
of trust to victimize those 
in their care as was done 
in this case,” Brown said. 
“The defendant used her 
influence over the victim to 
systematically steal her life 
savings. She must receive 
a lengthy prison sentence 
both as punishment and to 
serve as a warning to those 
who would target the weak 
or the elderly.”

City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (l.) talks with George 
Gibbons’ sister, Siobhan Mcentee, (c.) and father, George Gibbons 
Sr., outside Queens Criminal Court. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Continued from Page 1

Gibbons

Aquino
has him bound for prison. 
As today’s sentence demon-
strates, like others before 
it, those who engage in pub-
lic corruption will not go 
unpunished.”

In addition to prison, 
U.S. District Judge Jed S. 
Rakoff sentenced Aquino 
to two years of supervised 
release and ordered him to 
pay a $100  special assess-
ment fee.

When Parkway was 
slated for closure in 2008, 
Aquino had the hospital 
pay $60,000 to Adex Man-
agement Inc., a marketing 
firm in which Kruger had 
an interest. According to 
Bharara , Aquino under-
stood that in exchange for 
making payments to Adex, 
Kruger would use his 
standing as senator to help 
keep Parkway open.

Aquino was initially 
charged in March 2011 

along with seven others, 
including Kruger; Michael 
Turano, a consultant with 
Olympian Strategic De-
velopment Corp,; Richard 
Lipsky, a lobbyist; Solomon 
Kalish, the owner of Adex; 
real estate developer Aaron 
Malinsky; state Assembly-
man William Boyland Jr.; 
and David Rosen, former 
chief executive officer of 
Jamaica Hospital and Me-
diSys Health Network.

Adex Management also 
funneled bribes to Kruger 
from  Rosen, according to 
the U.S. attorney’s office.

In September, Rosen 
was convicted of a scheme 
to bribe Kruger, Boyland 
and late state Assembly-
man Anthony Seminerio.  
He was sentenced on Mon-
day to three years in prison 
by a Manhattan federal 
court judge. 

After a three-week 
bench trial in September, 
Rosen was found guilty of 
ordering MediSys, which 
owns Jamaica, Flushing 
and Brookdale hospitals, 

to pay more than $400,000 
to Seminerio between 1999 
and 2008. He was also found 
to have participated in 
bribing Kruger  with close 

to $1 million with Aquino 
the other defendants. Rosen 
also bribed Boyland with a 
no-show consulted job that 
paid him $35,000, accord-

ing to the U.S. District At-
torney’s office. 

In exchange for the 
funds, Seminerio, Boyland 
and Kruger  advocated on 

Rosen’s behalf with state 
agencies, co-sponsored leg-
islation to benefit MediSys 
and lobbied on the health 
system’s behalf in its effort 
to acquire St. John’s Hospi-
tal in Elmhurst and Mary 
Immaculate Hospital in 
Jamaica, which at the time 
were owned by Caritas.

Seminerio pleaded 
guilty to mail fraud and 
was sentenced to six years 
in a North Carolina prison 
in February 2010. He died 
in January 2011 while ap-
pealing the decision.

Turano pleaded guilty 
in December and was 
sentenced in April to two 
years in prison. Kalish 
pleaded guilty in January 
and wascheduled to be sen-
tenced on May 22. Lipsky 
was slated to be sentenced 
on Sept. 12 and Boyland 
was acquitted by a jury in 
November. Malinsky en-
tered into a deferred prose-
cution agreement, agreeing 
to fully cooperate with the 
investigation.

Continued from Page 1

Robert Aquino, former chief executive officer of Parkway Hospital, was sentenced to four months in 
prison for bribing former state Sen. Carl Kruger.

general completing their 
investigations as expedi-
tiously as possible. I expect 
to be fully exonerated when 
all of the facts come out.”

But NYRA’s problems 
do not end with two top ex-
ecutives getting the boot. 
On Monday, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo called into question 
the association’s history 
and said legislative action 

is being considered.
Cuomo said he is con-

sidering legislative reform 
to NYRA, which has come 
under fire most recently 
for a rash of horse deaths at 
Aqueduct.

“It seems like there is 
a never-ending list of prob-
lems at NYRA,” Cuomo said 
in a radio address.

Resorts World Casino 
New York City, which op-
erates the racino at Aque-
duct in South Ozone Park, 
did not return requests for 
comment.

Continued from Page 2

Aide

Continued from Page 2

Aqueduct

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...
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We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

   Hunter Douglas
 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

1 Luminette® 
Privacy Sheer or 
Modern Drapery

$100 off each 
additional unit

$50 off each 
additional unit

$50 off each 
additional unit

2 Pirouette® 
Window Shadings

2 Silhouette® 
Window Shadings

BUY PLUSSAVE
$100*

$100*

$100*
Silhouette® Window Shadings

Buy more, save more with these elegant 
light-diffusing window fashions, now through 
June 17. Plus, get a free LiteRise® cordless 
lifting system upgrade with your purchase 
of Silhouette® Window Shadings.

Pirouette® Window Shadings Luminette® Privacy Sheers and Modern Draperies

*  Manufacturer’s rebate and upgrade offers valid for qualifying purchases made 4/3/2012 – 6/17/2012. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase 
less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. © 2012 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. 
All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.
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A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY R ATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic 
for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), 
and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance 
transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for 
all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of 
each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 
or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There 
is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign 
transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Federally isured by NCUA

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go to  

nymcu.org to apply today!

122-16 15th Ave. College Point NY 11356
(718) 321-0980 F: (718) 321-0981

www.rctperformance.com

Mention this 
ad to receive a 

$20.00
Discount on your
wheel alignment!!!

Pope promotes two priests
from Queens to archbishop

BY PHIL CORSO

It was unexpected 
but welcome news for two 
Queens Catholic priests, 
including one from Floral 
Park, after Pope Benedict 
XVI promoted them to aux-
iliary bishops of the Dio-
cese of Brooklyn, according 
to Archbishop Carlo Maria 
Vigano.

In an announcement 
last week, Vigano said 
Benedict promoted Mon-
signors Raymond Chap-
petto, 66, of Our Lady of the 
Snows in Floral Park, and 
Paul Robert Sanchez, 65, a 
vicar for Queens, to bishops 
after serving much of their 
lives in Queens.

Both will be ordained 
at Our Lady of Angels R.C. 
Church, at 73-20 4th Ave. in 
Brooklyn, July 11.

“It was totally unex-
pected,” Chappetto said. 

“This isn’t something you 
aspire to. It’s something 
that’s given to you as a 
gift.”

Chappetto was born 
in Astoria and ordained as 
a priest in 1971. He earned 
a bachelor of arts and a 
master of divinity degree 
from Out Lady of Angels 
Seminary in the Diocese 
of Albany and also earned 
a master’s degree in reli-
gious education from St. 
John’s University.

Chappetto said it was 
always his goal to serve as 
a priest and he had done 
so at various locations in 
Rockaway Point, Jamaica, 
Queens Village, Howard 
Beach and Brooklyn before 
joining the church at Floral 
Park in 1999.

“All I ever wanted to 
do was become a priest,” 
Chappetto said. “I’m very 
grateful to God for doing 

this for me.”
The Diocese of Brook-

lyn serves nearly 1.4 mil-
lion Catholics in Queens 
and Brooklyn.

Sanchez was born in 
Brooklyn and ordained 
as a priest in 1971. He had 
served at various churches 
in Forest Hills, Woodside, 
Brooklyn, Astoria and Long 
Island City before he was 
named vicar for Queens 
North in 2008 and vicar for 
Queens in 2009.

He holds a bachelor’s 
degree from St. Bonaven-
ture University, a master’s 
degree from the University 
of Notre Dame and a licen-
tiate in theology at North 
American College in Rome.

Both bishops-elect 
will join Frank Caggiano 
and Octavio Cisneros in 
assisting Bishop Nicholas 
DiMarzio of the Brooklyn/
Queens Diocese.
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FREE ESTIMATES ON 
ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGa, ETC.

 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com 

“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” Goal”

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

SCAN HERE 
FOR OUR WEBSITE

FREE 
*
 
 

or more

 FREE*

Watch Battery
w/repair 

or more 

* Not to be combined with 
any other offer. Expires 

8.31.12

“Be Different” Let’s make your next Dream Piece of 
Jewelry a Reality on this Mother’s Day

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds
Into Custom Designed Jewelry 
to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum 
Jewelry Repair On The Premises

Diamond Setting and Sizing 
while you wait. Viewing permitted

Free Prong Checking              
while you wait

Call now! 
877.340.8718  petro.com

HEATING OIL  |  AIR CONDITIONING  |  CHIMNEY 

*$1,000 rebate applies to qualifi ed systems only. Limited time offer, expires 7/31/12, equipment must be installed by 8/15/12. 
Local, state and utility tax credits and rebates of up to $600 vary by state and must meet SEER and EER criteria to qualify. 
Credit offer applies to current Petro customers who install any qualifi ed ductless AC equipment and will be applied to 
account. **Subject to credit approval by GE Money. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Must present this ad at the 
time of quote. Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2012 Petro. P_12274

Get a rebate of up to $1,000 
when you buy any qualified central AC system from Petro
or $100 off the installation of any ductless AC system.
Save even more with up to $600 in local rebates and incentives!*

Plus, $0 down and affordable monthly 
payments for qualified customers!** 

SAVE UP TO $1,600 
on a new central AC 
system this summer 
or
GET UP TO $700 OFF 
a new ductless 
AC system*

BY JOE ANUTA
 
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 

(D-Jackson Heights) hopes 
a proposed bill allocating 
$70 billion to teachers and 
first responders around 
the country will pass with 
presidential support, al-
though a nearly identical 
piece of legislation did not 
gain enough support to 
even come to a vote in the 
Democratically led U.S. 
Senate last year.

“We believe this is an 
emergency and needed to 
help state and local govern-
ments,” Crowley said at a 
news conference across 
the street from the College 
Point Police Academy cur-
rently under construction.

He was joined by lead-
ers from FDNY and NYPD 
unions as well as the Unit-
ed Federation of Teachers.

The bill would allo-
cate $30 billion in funds 

for teacher salaries and $5 
billion for police and fire 
funding per year. New York 
state would receive some 
$1.7 billion over two years, 
with the Big Apple raking 
in $1.2 billion of that mon-
ey.

Crowley said the extra 
cash would be a shot in the 
arm to help reduce crime 
and class sizes all over 
America.

The piece of legisla-
tion is similar to another 
bill proposed in the Senate 
last year.

“We don’t control the 
House, so we believe the 
support has to be driven by 
the Senate,” Crowley said, 
adding that with the sup-
port of President Barack 
Obama he hopes the bill 
will pass.

But the Senate bill did 
not even make it to a vote, 
facing opposition from ev-
ery Republican and two 

Democrats, who said they 
would not support the mea-
sure because it was being 
paid for by a 0.5 percent 
surtax on the incomes of 
Americans who make $1 
million or more.

This time around, the 
only differences between 
Crowley’s bill and the Sen-
ate bill is that the new pro-
posal would allocate funds 
for two years instead of one 
and cost twice as much. 
Additionally, the money al-
located to the first respond-
ers would be able to be used 
for a wider range of expen-
ditures.

The Crowley bill does 
not yet have a plan to pay 
for the $70 billion, since 
Congress was not in ses-
sion when he held the con-
ference and plans to pay for 
expenditures are typically 
added later in the process.

Crowley reintroduces jobs bill  
following 2011 Senate rejection 
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St. Mary’s Kids battle complex medical conditions every day, including 
cerebral palsy, cancer, HIV/AIDS, stroke, and developmental disability. 
Come out and show your support on May 20th. They’re counting on you! 

WALK FOR ST.  MARY’S KIDS!

&  FAMILY
       FUN DAY

Sunday, May 20, 2012  ü  Fort Totten Park, Bayside
Registration: Walk: 10am  

Sign up to be a Walker, Team Captain, or Sponsor
Register at http://events.stmaryskids.org/walk2012  

Call 718-281-8890 for more information.

SPONSORED BY

Mother’s Day
 (11:30 AM ‘til 3 PM)

Unlimited BRUNCH

Eggs Benedict ...............................................17.95
Two Poached Eggs and Two Slices of Canadian Bacon served on an English Muffin and topped
w/ Hollandaise Sauce

Huevos Rancheros .........................................17.95
Three Fried Eggs s on warm Tortillas topped w/ Melted Cheddar Cheese and Homemade Salsa

Make Your Own Omelet .................................17.95
Your Choice of Two Fillings:  Bacon, Ham, Sausage, Tomatoes, Mushrooms, Onions, Peppers,
Cheddar, Swiss, American, or Mozzarella Cheese

Chef’s Salad .................................................16.95
Steak and Eggs .............................................18.95
Grilled Steak Cooked to Your Liking w/ Three Eggs Any Style

Country Breakfast .........................................17.95
Three Eggs Any Style and Your Choice of Ham, Canadian Bacon, Sausage, or Bacon

Challah French Toast ......................................17.95
Thick Challah Bread Coated in Egg Batter and Grilled in Our Cinnamon Butter

Irish Breakfast ..............................................17.95
Eggs Any Style, Irish Bacon, Irish Pork Sausages, Black & White Pudding, and Irish Beans

$26.95
*Steak
& Eggs
$27.95

All Brunch Entrees w/ Eggs are Served w/ Home Fries and
your choice of Toast or English Muffin.

Reservations Recommended.

Austin’s Steak and Ale
82-70 Austin Street

Kew Gardens, NY  11415

718-849-3939
 

 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The MTA has come un-
der fire for what critics call 
an intolerably long process 
in replacing MetroCards 
lost by the elderly and dis-
abled.

“This is madness,” 
said Manhattan Borough 
President Scott Stringer, 
considered a possible can-
didate for mayor next year. 
“It should not take months 
and months for senior citi-
zens or people with disabil-
ities to get a lost or stolen 
MetroCard back in their 
hands.”

Stringer, U.S. Rep. Jer-
rold Nadler (D-Manhattan), 
City Councilwoman Gail 
Brewer (D-Manhattan) 
and state Assemblywoman 
Linda Rosenthal (D-Man-
hattan) took part in a news 
conference last week out-
side the subway station at 

72nd Street and Broadway.
“It can take as long 

as three months to get a 
replacement for a Met-
roCard,” Stringer said. 
“We’re asking them [the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority] to just issue 
a temporary card for these 
months until their bureau-
cracy can issue them the 
permanent card again.”

But MTA officials said 
a temporary card would 
only add another level of 
production and prolong the 
time taken to replace the 
original fare card.

Charles Seaton, an 
MTA spokesman, said the 
agency recently hired more 
people to take care of a 
backlog of claims of miss-
ing MetroCards. The agen-
cy had carried out layoffs 
in 2010, a time of cutbacks 
in the transit system.

Stringer said the loss 

of cards for seniors “means 
paying with exact change 
[$1.10] on buses and prov-
ing their age to bus or sub-
way employees or paying 
full fare.”

“For many on a tight 
budget, paying full fare is 
a serious matter,” Stringer 
said.

The half-fare Metro-
Card issued to people over 
65 and to disabled people 
carries a photo of the hold-
er on its left side and a large 
R, for “reduced fare,” on the 
right.

Special MetroCards 
for senior citizens and the 
disabled are not sold at sub-
way token booths or vend-
ing machines but obtained 
only after the MTA accepts 
and confirms age and other 
conditions of the people 
who apply for a card.

Electeds blast MTA over long wait 
to replace MetroCards for seniors
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531

Patrick J. Lynch, Presidentof the City of New York

Because of ticket quotas, New York City police officers are being subjected to undue
pressure to write summonses to as many motorists as possible. And for some reason,
once the case gets to traffic court, they are being subjected to undue pressure to convict
as many motorists as possible. In the first instance, the pressure comes in the form of lousy
assignments, denial of transfer requests, unwanted transfers and other penalties. And in traffic
court, where Internal Affairs supervisors are assigned for the sole purpose of punishing officers,
the pressure comes from the risk of losing three vacation days — worth more than $900 — if
the motorist is found not guilty. With all these pressures, the cop loses, the public loses and
the traffic court justice system loses. The only winner may be the cityʼs treasury, which collects
either from the cop or the motorist.
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Evening walks with 
your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.

Now what? 
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BY JOE ANUTA

Three candidates for 
the new Queens congressio-
nal seat based in Flushing 
discussed their platforms 
at a forum last week, while 
behind-the-scenes legal 
battles played out in State 
Supreme Court.

The forum was hosted 
by the North East Flush-
ing Civic Association last 
Thursday at Holy Cross 
High School, near the cor-
ner of 29th Avenue and 
170th Street.

President Peter Bran-
cazio said he only invited 
the three “serious” Demo-
cratic candidates to par-
ticipate: state Assembly 
members Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and Rory Lanc-
man (D-Fresh Meadows) 
and City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-
Middle Village). Dr. Robert 
Mittman, a Bayside al-
lergist, was not invited to 
speak.

Familiar Democratic 
stances were offered to the 
30 or so people who  had 
gathered, including sup-
port for Medicare, the Af-
fordable Care Act, energy 
independence, jobs and se-
nior centers.

Meng discussed her 
ability to bridge the gap 
between new immigrants 
to America and the popu-
lation already living here. 
She also said she would like 
to improve infrastructure 
in the state. Funding could 

come back to the state if 
out-of-state lawmakers who 
fund-raise in New York are 
required to put some money 
back, she said.

Meng mentioned the 
Dream Act, which would 
give the children of illegal 
immigrants a path to citi-
zenship. When asked how 
she would make the tran-
sition from state to federal 
government, she said she 
would focus on being a good 
community liaison.

Lancman spoke next 
and pointed out that he 
differed from the Demo-
cratic Party on some is-
sues, describing himself 
as more supportive of the 
military than many of his 
colleagues.

Faced with a pointed 
question about the United 
Nations Human Rights 
Council, Lancman said he 
would do more to ensure 
American funds are not 
wasted on a body he called 
“anti-American and anti-
Semitic.”

Lancman also dis-
cussed his support for nar-
rowing the gap between 
tax rates and his desire 
to eliminate any differ-
ence between capital gains 
taxes, which are earned on 
investments, and normal 
income taxes.

In response to a ques-
tion about how to rein in 
ballooning pension costs 
across the country, Crowley 
said if the nation puts more 
people back to work, those 

workers will eventually 
pay back into the system.

To reduce the coun-
try’s energy consumption, 
Crowley said she supports 
hydrofracking as long as it 
is not done near sources of 
drinking water.

The councilwoman 
also said that while she 
supports the president and 
the troops, soldiers need 
to immediately come home 
from Afghanistan.

Mittman was not at 
the forum, but Tuesday eve-
ning a member of his cam-
paign was at the city Board 
of Elections as the allergist 
faced increased scrutiny of 
his petitions. In response 
to further challenges by 
Lancman, the board will 
pour over the 1,200 signa-
tures that survive out of 
more than 2,500 Mittman 
initially collected.

If the board finds more 
than 300 additional signa-
tures do not meet the re-
quirement, Mittman will 
be tossed from the ballot.

Television producer 
Juan Sheng, who was 
knocked off the ballot due 
to insufficient signatures, 
filed a countersuit against 
Meng’s camp, her cam-
paign said, although she 
will not try to get back on 
the Democratic ticket.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566. 

Dem hopefuls talk policy
for new Qns seat in House 

City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (l.-r.) and state Assembly members Rory Lancman and Grace 
Meng participate in a forum hosted in Flushing last week. Photos by Joe Anuta
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 SETTLING INTO A
 COMFORTABLE SEAT. 
 NOT SETTLING.
Offering BusinessElite® service on select coast-to-coast routes refl ects our belief that if 

you’re going to go the distance, so should we. That’s why you can unwind with amenities 

usually reserved for international travel on seven daily fl ights from JFK to LAX and fi ve to SFO. 

It’s a range of perks including in-fl ight Wi-Fi, menus curated by renowned chef Michael Chiarello, 

and one of the most luxurious seats available at 35,000 feet. After all, when you’re fl ying 

cross-country, you should fi nd comfort, not compromise.

 DELTA.COM

Wi-Fi service available for purchase on JFK-LAX and JFK-SFO fl ights.
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Wyckoff Heights Medical Center Joins NYS Partnership for Patients
Wyckoff Heights Medical Center has joined the NYS Partnership for Patients 
(NYSPFP), a statewide quality improvement initiative engaging more than 170 
hospitals in activities aimed at improving quality and patient safety by reducing 
complications and avoidable readmissions.

“We are counting on this new consortium to help us improve the quality of 
our medical care. This will have positive implications for improved patient 
outcomes, excellence of care, and higher patient satisfaction.”  

– Gustavo DelToro, Chief Medical Officer
NYSPFP, a joint project of the Healthcare Association of New York State and 
Greater New York Hospital Association, is part of a national initiative, the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Partnership for Patients, which seeks 
to reduce hospital-acquired conditions and preventable readmissions. NYSPFP 
has invited key New York State health care stakeholders including regulators, 
consumers, clinicians, health insurers, hospital trustees, and others to contribute 
to NYSPFP’s statewide success. 
NYSPFP will build upon existing quality improvement programs at hospitals 
across the state, focusing on key clinical areas as well as hospital leadership and 
culture, to support New York State hospitals as they continually strive to provide 
safe, high-quality care and improve outcomes.
As the CMS Partnership for Patients Hospital Engagement Network for New York 
State, NYSPFP is responsible for providing participating hospitals with intensive 
technical assistance, training opportunities, educational programming, and es-
tablishing mechanisms to measure and evaluate hospital 
progress on key clinical and process measures.
For more information about NYSPFP, please contact        
Karen Carey at (718) 963-7220 or visit www.nyspfp.org.

BY JOE ANUTA

A man named Chieu 
Nguyen walked into the 
College Point state Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles 
office March 27 and ap-
plied for a learner’s permit 
using forged documents 
purchased in the Bronx, 
according to a criminal 
complaint from the Queens 
district attorney’s office.

An inspector noticed 
the fake Social Security 
and green cards presented 
by Nguyen, and the 33-year-
old man from Vietnam was 
arrested, charged with us-
ing forged documents, and 
eventually handed over to 
immigration officials, but 
many more cases in New 
York state go unnoticed by 
DMV inspectors.

Instead of relying on 
humans to spot fakes, the 
department has rolled out 
a new computer program 
that can see past even the 
most convincing forgeries.

“We’re really im-
pressed with the results 
we’ve gotten from this,” 
said Owen McShane, who 
made a presentation to 
members of the community 
and Community Board 7 at 
a meeting earlier this year.

Thousands of New 
York residents create mul-
tiple identities which they 
can use to circumvent re-
strictions of their driving 
licenses or collect entitle-
ment benefits, like welfare 
and Social Security, ac-
cording to McShane.

A year after its incep-
tion in February 2010, the 
system had already caught 
150 cases of identity theft, 
5,500 people with multiple 
licenses and one person 
who was on the terrorist 
watch list who would have 
made it back into the coun-
try undetected if it were 
not for the computer algo-
rithm.

The program works 
by taking measurements of 
a person’s facial features. 
When the precise distances 
between, for example, the 

corners of the eyes or the 
size of the ears are com-
plied into one group repre-
senting a face, the computer 
can pick out a fraud — even 
if that person is incognito.

Currently, each time 
that a picture is taken for a 
license, the measurements 
are taken and screened 
against the 16 million peo-
ple in the database. Each 
day, according to McShane, 
the system turns up about 
400 potential matches that 
the department narrows 
down to about five frauds.

In one of the most se-
rious cases, the program 
caught a former Queens 
man who was on the ter-
rorist watch returning to 
the country from Egypt. 
The man claimed he had a 
religious objection to being 
fingerprinted at the border 
and was let into the coun-
try, but could not hide the 
features of his face when he 
applied for his third New 
York license, according to 
McShane, who related oth-
er egregious violations.

In one instance, a man 
was caught trying to apply 
for a commercial bus li-
cense. After the computer 
flagged his picture, agents 
discovered the man had six 
DWIs on his other identi-
ties.

“Not the person you 
want driving your kids to 
school in the morning,” Mc-
Shane said.

In another instance, 
a taxi driver was caught 
trying to apply for a new 
license after his other 
one had been suspended 
when he drunkenly chased 
someone down with his yel-
low cab and hit them four 
times.

Other drivers had 
hundreds of suspensions or 
racked up hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in fines.

In some cases, the pro-
gram caught people taking 
advantage of the entitle-
ment systems in New York 
state and beyond.

Last year officers 
wanted to arrest a woman 
who used five different 
identities to collect more 
than $500,000 in state and 
federal benefits over a four-
year period — they had 
to wait until she returned 
from vacation in the Baha-
mas to slap cuffs on her.

The program has also 
been able to catch other 
foreign nationals who fell 
through the cracks of the 
U.S. Department of Home-
land Security, including 
immigrants who have been 
deported for violent felonies 
and re-entered the country 
under a false name, trying 
to get a New York license.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

DMV’s computer system 
fi nds fraud has many faces

A computer program used by the state Department of Motor 
Vehicles has been catching many New York residents applying for 
multiple identities. Photo by Christina Santucci
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SAUL WEPRIN DEMOCRATIC CLUB 52ND ANNUAL DINNER AT HOLLIS HILLS JEWISH CENTER

QUEENS CIVIC CONGRESS AT ANTUN’S
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David Weprin, Sylvia Weprin, Martha 
Taylor and Tony Avella

Malcolm Smith

John Liu

Right side of dais: David Weprin, Toby Stavisky, Danny 
Dromm, Grace Meng and Barry Grodenchik

Chuck Schumer, guest speaker

Sylvia Weprin, Joe Oppedisano and Toby 
Stavisky

Dee Richard,  Chuck Schumer and 
Harbachan Singh with other Queens Civic 
members

Grace Meng

Left side of dais: Joe Oppedisano, Daneck 
Miller and Robert Van Pelt (honorees)

Leroy Comrie, David Weprin and Bill and 
Andrea Scarborough

Debbie Markell, Scott Stringer, Dee 
Richard and Matt Silverstein

Chuck Schumer and the honorees Bob 
Holden, Jackie Ford, Paul Graziano and 
Bob Friedrich

Joe Oppedisano

Scott Stringer

Bob Turner and Bob Holden

Harbachan Singh and Scott Stringer

Bill Scarborough, Chuck Schumer, Bill 
DeBlasio, Scott Stringer, David Weprin, 
Harbachan Singh and Greg Meeks

Robert Van Pelt, his wife and twin sons in tuxedos

Greg Meeks

Warren Schreiber, Debbie Markell, Chuck 
Schumer and Matt Silverstein

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 10

-16
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

WE

28

Please join us for a special evening as Elmhurst Hospital Center celebrates 180 years of
providing high-quality healthcare to the community. Proceeds will go to support EHC’s new

Women’s Healthcare Services Pavilion. For more information about Elmhurst Hospital Center’s
180th Anniversary Gala, please call 718.334.3845 or visit www.elmhursthospitalauxiliary.org. 

Individual Tickets: $175
Table of 10: $1,500 

              

Piece of public art in Jamaica peaks people’s curiosity
‘Humps and Bumps’ on Archer Avenue reinvents traffi c device to make passersby refl ect on surroundings

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A newly installed 
speed bump near the cor-
ner of Archer Avenue and 
153rd Street has Jamaica 
commuters slowing down 
— with some even coming 
to a complete stop.

The bump behind the 
Jamaica Center for Arts 
and Learning is not de-
signed to slow down mo-
torists, though. The bench-
like public art installation 
near the transit hub invites 
passersby to stop, take a 
load off and give their ur-
ban surroundings a second 
thought.

The work, entitled 
“Humps and Bumps,” was 
designed and created by 
a collective of five artists 
known as BroLab, and 
commissioned by the city 
Department of Transpor-
tation under its Urban Art 

initiative.
Heng-Gil Han, JCAL’s 

visual arts curator, said the 
functional sculpture takes 
the iconic, everyday image 
of a speed bump and reap-
propriates it in a way that 
forces the public to reflect 
on their urban surround-
ings.

“It talks about the tran-
sit system,” he said, noting 
how the curves of the yel-
low and black-striped piece 
mimic the contours on the 
roof of the nearby subway 
station. “It doesn’t look 
like their image of sculp-
ture, and that’s the point. It 
shifts our preconceived no-
tion of what art is and what 
it looks like.”

The piece — which is 
8 by 10 feet and about 3 1/2 
feet tall — is in the shape of 
a speed bump turned back 
against itself, creating slop-
ing curves that invite worn-

down passers-by to relax. It 
is a wooden frame coated 
with rubber pellets nor-
mally used for playground 
surfaces.

After the sculpture 
was installed last week, 
people making their way to 
trains and buses had var-
ied reactions. Some looked 
on curiously and others sat 

and talked on their phones. 
Some simply walked up and 
poked at it to investigate.

“I like those behav-
iors,” Han said. “It breaks 
down the distance between 
contemporary art and daily 
life.”

Kevin Lin, 15, stared at 
the sculpture perplexedly 
as he was waiting to catch a 

bus to Fresh Meadows.
“It looks like a chair,” 

he concluded, a bit unsure.
Adam Brent, one of 

the BroLab artists, said 
the group met in 2009 at 
an artists-in-residency 
program at the Bronx Mu-
seum. Their first collabo-
ration was a performance 
art piece for Art in Odd 
Places entitled “Pump 14,” 
in which 12 individuals 
carried buckets of water on 
yokes back and forth along 
14th Street in Manhattan 
between the Hudson and 
East rivers.

“We walked roughly 
26 miles each and carried 
400-some-odd gallons of wa-
ter,” he said. “I was deliri-
ous at one point. It was so 
exhausting and staggering. 
We worked in shifts and we 
were usually by ourselves. 
Walking like that was some-
what lonely and contempla-

tive and meditative. I think 
that’s an underlying tone in 
all our projects.”

The performance was 
the first time Han had seen 
BroLab’s work.

“I thought it was non-
sense,” he said with de-
light. “They were wasting 
so much energy! But I was 
quite interested in the proj-
ect.”

Brent, 38, said the most 
gratifying thing about see-
ing the sculpture completed 
is seeing how it enhances 
its environment.

“It’s rewarding to see 
young people — I have a son 
— chilling and talking on 
their cell phones,” he said. 
“It makes the place much 
more functional, more cel-
ebratory.”

“Humps and Bumps” 
will be on display for the 
next 11 months.

A woman sits on a public art installation, which is part of “Humps 
and Bumps.” Photo by Rich Bockmann
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

“If you like saving 
money, you’re gonna 
love the Green Team.”

HOMEOWNERS LOVE THE SAVINGS
IMPROVE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND LOWER ENERGY COSTS

*Based on eligibility

—Bill, Homeowner, Staten Island, NY
See how I’m saving at conEd.com/Bill

WE’LL HELP YOU SAVE

CONNECT WITH THE GREEN TEAM AT CONED.COM/GREENTEAM
OR CALL 1-800-430-9505. ACT NOW. LIMITED TIME OFFER.*

Low cost on-site energy survey with free money-saving items installed.

Rebates up to $1,000 on efficient heating and A/C equipment.

Free programmable thermostats for central A/C systems.

Get $50 for recycling your freezer or old, second working fridge.

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Comptroller John 
Liu threatened to reject a 
taxi contract between the 
city and car manufacturer 
Nissan, saying the designs 
are not handicapped-ac-
cessible, but the city Taxi 
& Limousine Commission 
and the city Law Depart-
ment said Liu has no stand-
ing to do so.

“Requiring cabs to 
have independent passen-
ger climate controls is nice, 
but when you fail to make 
them accessible to a grow-
ing number of New York-
ers, it’s not just a slap in the 
face, it’s illegal,” Liu said in 
a statement.

With the discontinu-
ance of Ford’s Crown Victo-
ria, the model car used for 
the majority of the iconic 
yellow cabs, the city needed 
an alternative. After re-
questing proposals in 2009, 
Nissan’s NV200 design was 
chosen in May 2011.

The city’s website says 
the new cabs have multiple 
new safety and comfort 
features, including sliding 
doors, passenger airbags 
that work around the par-
tition, passenger climate 
controls and flat seats. 
The cabs also have more 
luggage room, passenger 
charging stations and read-

ing lights.
But Liu spokeswoman 

Stephanie Hoo said un-
like London’s cabs, the ve-
hicles are not required to 
be wheelchair-accessible. 
The legislation that created 
the new green taxis for the 
outer boroughs and upper 
Manhattan also required 
the selling of medallions for 
2,000 handicapped-accessi-
ble yellow cabs,  that 20 per-
cent of the new green taxis 
would be handicapped-ac-
cessible and that grants of 
up to $15,000 be offered to 
retrofit vehicles.

Hoo said the comptrol-
ler wants to see all new cabs 
handicapped-accessible 
and that not to do so would 
be illegal under the Ameri-
can Disabilities Act.

“If it is not modified, 
the office plans to reject it,” 
she said.

Liu’s edict was not 
warmly received by the 
Law Department, which 
said the comptroller did not 
have the standing to nix the 
contract.

“The law limits the 
issues upon which the 
comptroller can refuse to 
register a contract,” Law 
Department spokeswoman 
Kate O’Brien Ahlers said 
in a statement. “None of the 
matters he raised today — 
including ADA compliance 

— would constitute lawful 
grounds for refusing to do 
so.”

TLC spokesman Al-
lan Fromberg also said in a 
statement that even though 
not all of the new taxis are 
wheelchair-accessible, the 
organization is fully in 
compliance with the law 
and cited the additional 
handicapped-accessible 
yellow cabs and outer bor-
ough taxis that would be on 
the street.

“It’s a simple fact that 
we’ve made more progress 
on wheelchair-accessible 
transportation options in 
the past year than anyone 
has in the last three de-
cades,” he said.

Hoo said that since 
making the vehicles hand-
icapped-accessible does not 
cost the city anything since 
the taxis are manufactured 
by Nissan and bought by 
drivers, there is no reason 
all vehicles should not be 
handicapped-accessible.

She also contended the 
city could save money by 
having all handicapped-
accessible vehicles and 
ditching the Access-A-Ride 
program.

“Right now, it’s sepa-
rate and unequal, and it 
costs extra money for that 
system,” she said.

Disabled must be able 
to use new taxis: Liu

City Comptroller John Liu urged Mayor Michael Bloomberg to make the new Nissan “taxis of tomor-
row” handicapped-accessible. Photo courtesy Taxi & Limousine Commission

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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ELMHURST HOSPITAL CENTER CELEBRATES 180TH ANNIVERSARY

Awards Dinner and Fund-raiser for New Women’s Healthcare Services Pavilion 
Will Honor Dynamic Leaders in the Fields of Business, Media and Healthcare

Elmhurst, NY – Elmhurst Hospital Center (EHC) will be hosting a gala in 
honor of its 180th Anniversary on Thursday, May 17, 2012 from 6:30 p.m. 
to 11:30 p.m. at Terrace on the Park in Flushing, New York. Proceeds from 
the event will benefit EHC’s new Women’s Healthcare Services Pavilion, a 
state-of-the-art outpatient facility scheduled to open in Spring 2013. 

Honorees include Dr. Jasmin Moshirpur, Regional Medical Director of the 
Queens Health Network and Dean at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine, 
Rossana Rosado, CEO and Publisher of El Diario La Prensa, Eileen Auld, 
New York State Director of Citigroup Community Development, and 
Patricia Wang, President and CEO of HealthFirst.

Alan Aviles, President of the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation, 
will receive special recognition for his leadership in patient safety initiatives 
within the nation’s largest municipal healthcare organization.

The elegant evening will begin with cocktails at 6:30 p.m., followed by 
dinner and an awards ceremony at 7:30. Special features of this milestone 
event, hosted by NY1 Anchor Cheryl Wills, are a silent auction and live 
musical entertainment provided by smooth jazz artists Audrey Silver and 
the Elements Jazz Trio. Tickets are $175 each and can be purchased either by 
calling (718) 334-3845 or by visiting www.elmhursthospitalauxiliary.org.

Over the course of almost two centuries, Elmhurst Hospital Center has 
evolved into a Level I Trauma Center that serves as one of New York City’s 
busiest medical facilities. The hospital has won numerous awards for 
providing quality medical care in key areas such as Cardiology, Emergency 
Medicine, Women’s Health, Pediatrics, and Rehabilitation Medicine.

“Since its inception 180 years ago, Elmhurst Hospital Center has 
delivered vital healthcare services to diverse groups of people–from 
Civil War veterans, to New York City’s underserved and uninsured, as 
well as immigrants,” says Chris Constantino, Elmhurst Hospital Center’s 
Executive Director. “As we enter the next phase of our history and expand 
to meet the demands of our growing patient population, we will continue 
our commitment to excellence and our ongoing mission to provide safe, 
easily-accessible, high-quality healthcare to all those who need it.”

The roots of what would become Elmhurst Hospital can be traced back to 
1832 and a facility on Blackwell’s Island (later known as Roosevelt Island). 
Originally called Charity Hospital, it was rebuilt following an 1858 fire. 
In 1862, the City of New York negotiated a contract with the United States 
government to provide care to wounded Union soldiers. By 1870, the 
hospital’s name had been changed again to City Hospital and the building 
expanded to include a full-fledged maternity unit that developed safer 
methods to control puerperal or “childbed” fever and substantially reduce 
maternal deaths.

As the 20th century dawned, the hospital would retain its role as a pioneering 
healthcare organization. It treated victims of the 1918 flu pandemic, 
developed innovative lab research techniques, and established America’s 
first children’s healthcare center. Relocating from Roosevelt Island to 
Queens in 1957, City Hospital was renamed Elmhurst Hospital and in 1964 
became affiliated with Mount Sinai Hospital and School of Medicine. Since 
then Elmhurst Hospital Center has undergone several expansion projects 
and is now one of New York City’s premier acute care facilities.

For additional information about attending EHC’s 180th Anniversary 
celebration or to become an event sponsor, please contact Atiya Butler, 
Assistant Director of External Affairs, at (718) 334-1259 or by email at 
butlerat@nychhc.org.

Five Boro Bike Tour
An estimated 32,000 cyclists rode in the 
TD Five Boro Bike. (Clockwise from top) 
Phillip Prado (l.) and Simon Chung, two vol-
unteer course marshals, hold up their own 
bikes; one rider sports a mini bicycle on her 
helmut; participants cross into Queens on 
the Ed Koch-Queensboro Bridge; and cy-
clists head north on 21st Street towards 
Astoria. Photos by Steven Malecki 
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Lila Klatz is an 8th grade honor 
roll student at Middle School 67 in 
Little Neck, New York. She has been 
in the District 26 gifted and talented 
magnet program since fi rst grade. 
Her teachers consider her a studious, 
mature, and responsible member of 
her community. 

According to English Teacher, 
Ms. Brenda Marie Dolan, Lila is 
a committed student who is well-
mannered and resourceful. She is also 
“Devoted to higher learning. Her work 
ethic, preparedness and striving for 
academic success serves as a model 
for all learners.” 

Ms. Dolan explains that Lila’s 
commitment to growth as a reader and 
speaker about literature continues after 
class as well. Her ability to hear and 
develop through constructive criticism 
is truly remarkable for one her age.

Lila is a classroom monitor. This 
involves maintaining and organizing 
the classroom library, suggesting books 

that are appropriate and of interest to 
her classmates. Lila also monitors and 
schedules Parent/Teacher conferences, 
thereby helping to “Maintain a 
peaceful environment that allows for 
a smooth, organized and punctual 
transition between conferences,” states 
Ms. Dolan. She also demonstrates 
unselfi shness when partaking in weekly 
book clubs offering insight, constructive 
feedback and opinions.

In addition to academic success, Lila 
continues to grow through her interest 

in the performing arts. She began 
dancing when she was three, and 
continues to study dance, including, 
ballet, hip hop, and jazz at Dance 
Creations in Flushing. 

Lila enjoys theatre as well as 
dance. She was in the Drama Club 
productions of Cinderella and Bye 
Bye Birdie. She will be performing 
dance and vocal roles in Once Upon 
a Mattress shortly. As a singer, Lila 
performed at the Candenza Music 
School and as a Chorus member in 
MS 67’s Talent program.

A thoughtful member of her 
community, Lila is an active member 
of the MS 67 Service League. As a 
member, she regularly volunteers to 
assist teachers and also assists students 
through peer tutoring. 

The future looks promising for Lila. 
Recently, she was offered a partial 
scholarship to St. Francis Preparatory 
School, and was accepted by both 
the Bronx High School of Science and 
Bard early College. 

Lila is a very grounded young lady. 
She says she “aims to make the most of 
my remaining days at MS 67, studying 
for Regents exams [Geometry, Living 
Environment, and Spanish], and 
enjoying time with my many cherished 
friends.”

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

LILA KATZ
MAY 2012
STUDENT OF 
DISTINCTION
MIDDLE SCHOOL 67
LITTLE NECK, NY

*Top-performing large thrift in the U.S. for the 12 months ended March 31, 2011
among thrifts with $2.0 billion or more in assets, as reported by SNL Financial.

©2012 New York Community Bank. Member FDIC     



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 10

-16
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

WE

32

WAH Center
(Williamsburgh Art and Historical Center)

is pleased to present
Spring Fling International Juried Art Show

Saturday, April 21st - Sunday, May 27th

135 Broadway, Bedford and Broadway

718-486-6012 or 718-486-7372

Orpheus in the Forest, (4’ by 6’), oil
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Kevin and Cindy Spencer bring their Kevin and Cindy Spencer bring their 
magic to Bayside s̓ Queensborough magic to Bayside s̓ Queensborough 

Performing Arts CenterPerforming Arts Center
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

David Copperfield, step aside. For 20-plus years, 
husband and wife performers and illusionists Kevin 
and Cindy Spencer have been famous for bringing 
their unique entertainment style to the magic-de-
prived. The duo’s mind-boggling, fast-paced, state-of-
the-art illusions have had audiences from Las Vegas to 
Taiwan wondering: “How’d they do that?”

And now Spencers Theatre of Illusion is headed 
to Bayside for their first-ever Big Apple magic show at 
Queensborough Performing Arts Center on Sunday, 
May 13. 

Forget those old school, magic wand-waving, pull-
ing a rabbit out of a hat tricks.

You can expect a suspense-filled, interactive, 
high-tech experience that will make Houdini roll over 

in his grave — packed with lots of drama, a dose of 
comedy and even a little romance. Is it reality or 

illusion? You’ll decide.
The Spencers, who call their production 

Theatre of Illusion because it’s a combination 
of their love for theater and passion for the 

art of illusion, said in a recent interview, 
“There are so few entertainment options 
in today’s society that the entire family 
can enjoy together.”

The wow factor
The family-oriented Theatre of Illu-

sion will showcase some of the greatest 
magic stuff in the world “combined with 

all the wonderful elements of a Broadway 
production — lighting, music, movement 

and storytelling — to create a magical con-
cert for your eyes. This is theater in the truest 
sense of the word,” said Kevin Spencer, who 
gets to live every boy’s dream of becoming a 
magician.

Always conjuring up new tricks and 
ideas, he said, “It’s definitely a collabora-
tive effort. We work with leading inven-

tors, creators, directors, writers and cho-
reographers in our industry.”

The creative duo believes the real 
challenge is turning the ‘secret’ of 
magic into an entertaining presenta-
tion that raises the artistic level of 

magic. “For us, performing an 
Continued on Page 36

Billed as a fast-paced, state-of-
the-art magic show, Spencers 
Theatre of Illusion makes its Big 
Apple debut this month. 

Photo courtesy Spencers Magic

Kevin and Cindy Spencer 
Photo courtesy Spencers Magic
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There must have been 
moments even that afternoon 
when Daisy tumbled short 
of his dreams – not through 
her own fault but because of 
the colossal vitality of his il-
lusion. “The Great Gatsby”, 
F. Scott Fitzgerald

Curiosity, as well as 
my illusions, got me to The 

Public Theater on a Friday 
to see the Elevator Repair 

Service’s production of 
“GATZ,” the word-for-word 
entire text of Fitzgerald’s 
masterpiece, performed by 
13 actors. The reviews were 
positive, especially by Ben 

Brantley in The New York 
Times, who called it an ex-
citing and improbable ac-
complishment. “The Great 
Gatsby” is considered to 
be one of America’s best 
novels but, I wondered, how 
good could this really be as 
a play.

The answer is, of 
course, real good, with 
superb staging and act-
ing, most notably by Scott 

Shepherd, who played the 
narrator Nick Carraway. 
But a production like this 
is not for the faint of heart 
— it’s 6 1/2 hours long, plus 
two intermissions and a 
dinner break, eight hours 
all together. Definitely 
worth seeing however, and 
a lesson as to how creative 
and compelling theater can 
be.

Debbie Starker, the 
mover and shaker behind 

Deb’s Web, the online site 
dedicated to theater hap-
penings on Long Island, 
with a nod or two to Queens 
and other exotic locales, 
says that she’s tired of the 
“same-old, same-old” pro-
ductions of musicals and 
plays, all too common in 
our non-professional ven-
ues. Those regular readers 
of this column know that I 
share that criticism. This 
spring two of our major 
and long-lived local compa-
nies are offering old mur-
der mysteries, presumably 
with the expectation that 
that’s what their audiences 
want to see. Perhaps the 
increasing difficulty in fill-
ing their seats might tell 
them otherwise.

Not that I’m suggest-
ing that our locals take 
on “GATZ” — let’s not go 
overboard — but there is so 

much entertaining and pro-
vocative contemporary ma-
terial to choose from, that, 
with very few exceptions, 
never gets produced this 
side of the East River. Shei-

la Rhyne, former Flushing 
resident now entrenched 
on the Upper West Side, 
sees just about every show 
there is to see. She points 
out that most of the good 
stuff is done Off Broadway, 
although seldom for a long 
run. Many of our theater-
going residents would wel-
come the opportunity to see 
these shows close to home 
at a more affordable ticket 
price.

The current Tony 
nominations recognize a 
number of productions that 
were hits Off Broadway, 
such as “Once” and “Cly-
bourne Park.” Broadway 
remains solvent mainly 

from tourist dollars, so 
don’t expect anything too 
daring there. Mounting 
costs cause producers to be 
risk-averse — only one of 
three shows on the Great 
White Way make a profit — 
and revivals and celebrity 
names flourish.

Remembering my fa-
ther’s love of the works of 
Gilbert & Sullivan, I re-
cently attended The Col-

legiate Chorale’s concert 
version of “The Mikado” at 
Carnegie Hall, backed by 
the American Symphony 

Orchestra. The lead per-
formers included Kelli 

O’Hara as Yum-Yum, fresh 
from her great success in 
“South Pacific,” and Chris-
topher Fitzgerald as Ko-Ko, 
who was the leprechaun 
in the revival of “Finian’s 
Rainbow.” (I wish one of 
our local groups would do 

that show: the score is ter-
rific and the book timely.) 
For a top-notch vocal en-
semble here in Queens, 
check out the Oratorio 

Society headed by maestro 
David Close.

W.S. Gilbert was 
surely the greatest of Brit-
ish lyric writers, an abil-
ity lacking in the United 
Kingdom since his day. We 
Americans have cornered 
the market in memorable 
phrases in our theater 
songs, Stephen Sondheim 
being the latest example. 
See his two volumes on 
“Finishing the Hat” for the 
proof.

Happy birthday to my 
favorite mother-in-law, 
Rickey, 94, on May 3.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at rbh24@Columbia.edu.

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Bring contemporary hits to the stages of Queens
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Rent — Special presentation, 
based on “La Boheme.”
When: May 11, 7 pm; May 12, 2 
pm and 7 pm; May 13, 3 pm
Where: York College, 94-20 Guy 
R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica

The Jack Cole Project — A 
world dance premiere musical.
When: Through May 20
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce (718) 
760-0064; Administration (718) 
760-0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

The Secret Garden — 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
playwright Marsha Norman, in 
collaboration with composer 
Lucy Simon, achieved Broadway 
success with the moving 
book and lyrics adapted from 
Frances Hodgson Burnett’s 
beloved 1911 novel. Using the 
classic form of the traditional 
American musical, they have 
fashioned a faithful rendition of 
the novel, equally appealing to 
children and adults, to devotees 
of the novel and to Secret 
Garden newcomers as well.
When: Thursdays and Fridays 8 
pm, Saturdays 2 pm and 8 pm, 
through May 19
Where: Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-44 
Crescent St, Astoria

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The 
play revolves around Pirate 
Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly (who 
prefers pancakes to boring 
old birdseed). Armed with an 
endearing crew of misfi ts like 
Jolly Roger (the insufferably 
happy second mate) and 
Miroslav, the Czech mate (get 
it?), Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, sword 
fi ghts, and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: May 26 and June 2, 16, 
2 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

The Mermaids’ Tale — 
Following the success of 
the Wizard of Oz, L. Frank 
Baum would go on to write 
the charming underwater 
adventure The Sea Fairies, 
published in 1911. Though one 

of Baum’s more obscure titles, 
it came to the attention of 
playwright and director Jack 
Dyville and writing partner 
John Stutte, who were inspired 
to adapt the novel into a 
children’s musical.
When: May 12, 19 and June 9, 
2pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

Gypsy — FSF Community 
Theatre Group is pleased to 
present the musical. all seats 
reserved.
When: May 12, 8 pm; May 13, 3 
pm; May 19, 8 pm
Where: Free Synagogue of 
Flushing, 40-60 Kissena Blvd., 
Flushing
Contact: 718-961-0030
Website: www.freesynagogue.
org

La Callas & Medea — Produced, 
Designed and Directed by Angel 
Gil Orrios. The great soprano 
Maria Callas encounters 
her most famous character, 
Medea, in this drama about two 
legendary Greek women, famed 
for their capacity to love and 
fall victim to betrayal by their 
men.
When: May 18–June 24; Fridays, 
8 pm, Saturdays, 3 pm and 8 
pm, Sundays, 4 pm, from Friday, 
May 18 to Sunday, June 24
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880; www.
thaliatheatre.org

Murder Takes The Stage — 
An exciting murder mystery 
that takes place at a summer 
theater, where a new play’s 
being rehearsed. Mitzi, Jane’s 
eager and lovely niece, has 
just joined the company. Drew 
Pelman, the play’s author, has 
managed to sign the cordially 
detested Hazel Laverne, a 
glamorous theater personality, 
to star. A staged murder scene 
becomes all too real and soon 
there is a real murder to be 
solved.
When: May 18–May 26; Fridays, 8 
pm, Saturdays, 2 pm and 8 pm, 
Sundays, 2 pm
Where: Zion Espiscopal Church, 
243-01 Northern Boulevard, 
Douglaston
Contact: (718) 225-0466
Website: www.zionepiscopal.
org

Fertile Ground — Featuring 
Megan Doyle, Rebekah 
Windmiller, Amy Kail, Pauline 
Legras, Teresa Cuevas and 
Christine Coleman / Tadashi 
Kato.
When: May 20, 7 pm
Where: Green Space Studio, 
37-24 24th St., Suite 301, Long 
Island City
Contact: (718) 956-3037
Website: www.
greenspacestudio.org

Drama Class — For ages 8-13. 
Recital in June. Pre-registration 
and payment required. 
Beginners and intermediate two 
separate classes.
When: Through June 30, 10 
am–11 am
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 
114-04 14th Rd., College Point
Contact: (718) 358-0067

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

Black Roses Auditions — For 
fi lm “Little Girl Too Fast.” 
Calling actors and actresses 
18-35.
When: May 20, noon
Where: Afrikan Poetry Theatre, 
176-03 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 523-3312
Website: www.
afrikanpoetrytheatre.org

Hello, Dolly! — Open auditions 
for numerous speaking and 
singing roles and dance 
opportunities. Rehearsals 
begin in August. Performances 
set for fi rst three weekends in 
November.
Where: Theatre by the Bay, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside
When: June 5 and 7, 7:30 pm
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebay.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Every Table has a Marina Side Veiw of Manhasset Bay

10 Matinecock Ave. Port Washington, NY
www.lamottas.net

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make first  left onto Manhasset Ave. 
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make first let onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Join Us For Our 2012 Season

Waterside Restaurant

24 feet of “Delicious Food”  accompanied by 
“Waterside Dining”. 

Select from our Breakfast and Lunch stations: 

HOT DISHES INCLUDE: 

Our Omelet Chef Prepares Your Creation

Assorted Salad Station
 CARVING STATION - DESSERT STATION

Unlimited Coffee* Tea*
One Complementary Mimosa, soda or juice

$36.95 Per Person 
$21.95 for Children  4-10yrs 

(Plus N.Y.S tax  + Gratuity of 2010 added on)

Join us for Our “Mother’s Day On the Bay”
Sunday Brunch Buffet Sun. May 13th

Reservations Required    Seating’s 11:45am, 1pm and 2pm
Dinner Seatings for ala carte Menu 4:30pm, 5:00pm & 5:30pm

GRAND SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET

Live Music
Friday Nights

at
Patio Bar

JOHANNES BRAHMS
Ein deutsches Requiem

With the combined talents of the Queens College Choir, James John, Director 
and the Queens College Orchestra, Maurice Peress, Director

SATURDAY, MAY 19, 2012
8 PM - COLDEN AUDITORIUM
Kissena Boulevard at the LIE, Flushing, New York

$20 and $18 ($5 for students with valid QC ID)
Call 718-793-8080 for tickets or order them online at www.KupferbergCenter.org

Queens College Choral Society 71st Annual Spring Concert 
James John Music Director

 �  

James John, Music Director

For more information, visit www.qcchoralsociety.org

Free on-campus parking
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By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Across
  1 Beige
  5 Christmas story starter
  9 Slightly open
13 Poe’s middle name
14 IRA starter
15 Not any
16 Shapeless forms
17 Greek letter
18 R&B singer Turner
19 Stealthy one
21 Oklahoma city
22 Anger
23 Connected
25 Spinal column bone
30 H.S. test score
31 Pass with flying colors
32 Piece of cake
34 Combine
38 Grisham novel
42 Repaired the shoes
43 ____ contendere
44 Kind of scan
45 Collar
47 Kerry Blue and others
50 Construction worker
54 Pasture sound
55 Smash hit
56 Swam like fido
62 ___ fruit
63 Sticky substances
64 Pat Riley team
65 Adolescent
66 Finishes
67 Actress Dickinson
68 Sea eagles
69 Log Z’s
70 Egg holder

Down
  1 Former Gov.Grasso of CT.
  2 Coagulate
  3 Potter’s Peter
  4 Doubtful
  5 H.S. course
  6 Ireland export

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70

   7 Rose oil
   8 Divvies up
   9 Aardvark, e.g.
 10 Marijuana cigarette:Slang
 11 Broadway hit
 12 Tally again
 13 Judge Judy’s home
 20 Maverick
 24 Mary’s pet
 25 Tubs
 26 Imitate
 27 Virginia dance
 28 Baseball killer
 29 Cravat
 33 New Haven landmark
 35 Houston landmark
 36 Camping equipment
 37 Newts
 39 Pittsburgh player
 40 Cocktail party offering
 41 Marilyn Monroe’s birth
       name
 46 Univ. of Wisconsin player
 48 Dennis of the Bulls

 49 Antiseptic
 50 Stars and Stripes star
 51 Semiautomatic pistol
 52 Poet Ginsburg
 53 Not a soul
 57 Deities
 58 Attention getter
 59 Falls behind
 60 Expel
 61 Game cube

Man is a rational
animal who always
loses his temper when
called upon to act in
accordance with the
dictates of reason.

•  •  •  Orson Welles

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

By Ed Canty

TimesLedger Newspapers
May 10-16, 2012

 At The Zoo

STAR  STRUCK

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

illusion is as much a skill as a pianist who 
learns to play Rachmaninoff,” said Kevin 
Spencer.

Since Houdini, he said the art of magic 
has made great strides, with more magi-
cians embracing technologies of the day 
rather than fearing them.

“But the evolution of the art has to be 
about creating new wonders that capture 
the imaginations of our audience and en-
gage them emotionally and intellectually,” 
he said.

Early on in his career, Kevin Spencer 

discovered the healing powers of magic.
He was hurt during a bad car accident, 

suffering brain and spinal cord injuries 
that required him to spend several months 
in physical/occupational therapy. After his 
recovery, he worked with a group of thera-
pists to find a way to make therapeutic 
exercises fun and motivating. A program 
was born — The Healing of Magic — used 
today in more than 2,000 facilities in over 
30 countries.

“I have the privilege of training thera-
pists around the world in the concepts of 
using simple magic tricks as a therapeutic 
tool,” said Kevin. This summer, in Ireland, 
he’s starting an extensive research project, 
helping people with hand injuries.

Continued from Page 33

Spencers Hocus Pocus is another project devel-
oped by the Spencers to help students with 
educational challenges become excited 
about learning.

“By integrating magic tricks into core 
curriculums, students can tap into the cre-
ative process and learn facts and concepts 
they can see, touch, manipulate and talk 
about,” said Kevin.

To be a success as a magician, Kevin 
Spencer sought advice from his mentor, 
Doug Henning, the Canadian illusionist 
who pioneered the trick of cutting an as-
sistant into thirds and reassembling her 
unharmed.

“Always be yourself,” Henning told 
him. “The audience will recognize a fake 
or a phony.”

According to the Spencers, who were 
recently named International Magicians of 
the Year and Performing Arts Entertain-
ers of the Year (Six times). 

“There are as many different types 
of magicians as there are dancers and 
musicians,” Kevin Spencer said. “A great 
magician is someone who is honest with 
his audience, performing because of his 
love for the art and his desire to take them 
someplace magical, where anything is pos-
sible.”

This season the illusionists are tour-
ing Spain, Italy, Turkey and the United 
States.

Based in Lynchburg, Va., Team Spen-
cer started out as a show that could fit in 
the back of a cargo van but has grown into 

one of the largest touring illusion produc-
tions in the country, filling a 65-foot semi-
truck and trailer.

IF YOU GO
Spencers Theatre of Illusion

May 13 at 3 p.m.
Queensborough Community College
222-05 56th Ave., Bayside, Queens
(718) 631-6311
www.qcc.cuny.edu/qpac

The Spencers Theatre of Illusion will come to 
Bayside on May 13. Photo courtesy Spencers Magic

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
CONCERTS

Queens College Chamber 
Music concert series — Two 
operas will premiere this spring: 
“The Image Maker”(world 
premiere) and “My Kinsman, 
Major Molineux” (New York 
premiere). Other highlights 
include performances by 
Rebel: A Baroque Chamber 
Ensemble, Trio 101, Queens 
College Chamber Orchestra 
(with Charles Neidich), Phillips-
O’Connor-Han Trio, Claremont 
Trio, and the Phillips-Frampton-
Rosen Trio. Check full schedule 
online.
When: Through May 11, 
Friday–Sunday
Where: LeFrak Concert Hall, 
Queens College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., Flushing
Contact: 718-793-8080; jane.
cho@qc.cuny.edu
Website: www.
kupferbergcenterarts.org

Monthly Jazz Jam — The 
Flushing Town Hall Jazz 
Jam Series is a unique free 
jam session right here in 
Queens. No need to travel into 

Manhattan, share the stage 
with our Jazz Jam house band 
at monthly jams curated by 
internationally acclaimed 
trumpeter and Queens College 
Professor, Michael Mossman. All 
levels are welcome; just drop 
by and sign in! (btw, we got the 
baby grand, drum kit and the 
house band.)
When: June 6, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.
org

KIDS & FAMILY

The Spencers: Theatre 
of Illusion — International 
magician of the year to perform 
local show.
When: May 13, 3 pm
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside
Contact: (718) 631-6311

Theater and Dance Children’s 
Workshop — Thalia Spanish 
Theatre is proud to announce 

its biligunal theatre movement 
and dance for children 
workshop taught by Yloy 
Ybarra, incorporating Flamenco 
and Mexican folkloric styles. It 
will accommodate both Spanish 
and English-speaking children. 
The age group is from 5-12 
years old.
When: Saturdays through June 
23, 10 am
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org
 

EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
—  Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
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Website: www.bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars/

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of 
Art and MetLife Foundation 
invite families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 
dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Cost: Free

Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700 

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Vignettes from The Queens 
Project — The photography 
of Audrey Gottlieb will be 
on exhibit in the Visitor & 
Administration Building Gallery 

of the Queens Botanical Garden. 
Artist’s Talk May 19.
When: Through May 19
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main Street, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

LIC Arts Open — The LIC Arts 
Open is back for more. Putting 
Queens on the cultural map 
for a second year in a row, the 
festival takes over Long Island 
City and brings with it the new 
and noteworthy. We’ve got the 
cultural fi x you’ve been looking 

for.
When: May 12–20
Where: Long Island City
Contact: (347) 670-9024

Terra-fi c Garden — Yegam Art 
Space is pleased to present Eco 
Friendly Art Project : Terra-fi c 
Garden, new and recent workst 
of three artists, Jongil Ma, 
Youngmi Kim and Sisun Song.
The show focuses on the social 
functions of art and how art 
should take a role in a social 
and cultural way for the public.
When: Through May 27
Where: 196-50 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing

Collage in Context — Featuring 
the work of Puerto Rican artist 
Edwin Cadiz.
When: Through May 31
Where: Langston Hughes Public 
Library, 100-01 Northern Blvd., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 651-1100
Website: www.queenslibrary.
org

Bill Bollinger — Bollinger made 
signifi cant waves in the late 
1960s, challenging the limits 
of sculpture and expanding 
thought regarding concept, 
materiality, and commodity. 

His works were made from 
primarily pre-fabricated 
industrial supplies, such as 
sawhorses, oil drums, rubber 
tubing and cyclone fence. 
Focusing on the gesture of 
construction and the physical 
limits of material, Bollinger’s 
work addressed ideas of 
gravity, balance and material 
nature.
When: Through July 30
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratesscultpurepark.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

To be featured in our Guide To Dining 
call: 

 www.timesledger.com

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521
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LATE PAGE

STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates offered to first
500 Customers till June 4.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The East Side Access to 
bring the Long Island Rail 
Road into Grand Central 
Terminal may not become 
a reality until 2019, largely 
because of excavation prob-
lems in Queens.

Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority Chair-
man Joseph Lhota, speak-
ing in Melville, L.I., said 
the problem is not beneath 
Grand Central Terminal 
“but on the Queens side” of 
the project.

“Tunneling under-
neath the Queens railyard 
near Jamaica, where trains 
from Amtrak and its Acela 
trains are stored in addi-
tional to MTA’s own vehi-
cles, has become an issue,” 
Lhota told the Long Island 
Association.

“Contaminated soil 
languishes and must be 
disposed of properly and, 
unlike closer to the water, 
the ground is soft rather 
than rocky,” Lhota said.

Lhota said workers 
have also run into springs 
and brooks “that nobody 
knew existed below the sur-
face.”

“The MTA has brought 
in experts from Europe to 
help with developing a plan 
going forward,” Lhota said.

The MTA later re-
leased a statement saying 
the agency “is re-evaluat-
ing the risks in the con-
struction schedule for the 
East Side Access and plans 
to present its findings to 
the MTA Capital Program 

Oversight Committee later 
this month.”

The statement con-
tinued, “One preliminary 
analysis of risk factors has 
indicated the completion 
date may move to 2019 as 
East Side Access construc-
tion intensifies in the busi-
est passenger rail yard and 
the largest passenger rail 
interchange in the nation.”

The monumental proj-
ect was supposed at lat-
est estimates to cost $7.3 
billion, but it was not yet 
known whether the new 
hurdles would increase the 

tab.
East Side Access had 

previously been expected 
to be completed in late 2016, 
then 2018.

“We were looking at 
2018, but the most recent 
analyses puts the opening 
at 2019,” Lhota said. “I don’t 
want to see it go past 2019.”

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Qns. soil may cause delay 
in East Side Access: MTA

Workers Victor Woods and Tim Petrizzo slough off rock within one 
of the planned East Side Access tunnels in 2008 about 100 feet un-
derneath Grand Central Terminal.

The 19th annual Running of the For-
est Park Classic Four Mile Road and Trail 
Race will take off May 20 at 10 a.m., rain 
or shine.

Registration is open and early bird 
rates apply until May 14. The early regis-
tration fee is $15; the race day fee is $20.

Runners will begin at Victory Field in 
Forest Park and run 2 miles of trails and 2 
miles on a roadway through the park.

Awards and trophies will be given. 

First place for men and women will get 
$100, second place will receive $75 and 
third place will receive $50.

Refreshments will be available for all 
runners.

Register online or print out an appli-
cation form at forestparkrunners.org.

Proceeds from the race will benefit 
the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Cen-
ter in its fight against pediatric cancer.

Register now for Forest Park foot race
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Cinco de Mayo 
The Poppenhusen Institute in College Point held its 
second-annual celebration of Cinco de Mayo as well 
as Asian Pacific Heritage Month. (Clockwise from 
top l.) Youngsters (l.-r.) Allejandra Sanchez, Valeria 
Sandoval, Samantha Alzate and Sofia Sosa show off 
their creations; Biviana Barragan (l.) dresses her 
daughter Alexandra, 2, in a shirt from her home-
town of Puebla, Mexico, where the holiday began. 
Barragan’s daughter Chantal, 6 1/2, looks on; College 
Point residents Steven, 6, and Emily, 5, Sarmiento 
took part in the workshop; and Lance Agudo, 11, 
works on a pinata. Photo by Christina Santucci
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‘CROSSROADS’
The Cypress Foundation of American donated copies of the book 
“Cypress: Crossroads to Civilization” for each of the 62 Queens 
Public Library locations in March 8 at the Steinway branch in 
Astoria.

GIRL POWER
Time Warner Cable welcomed a group of enthusiastic young wom-
en to the company’s Flatiron office from the Academy of Finance 
and Enterprise in Long Island City for the New York Urban League’s 
third annual Girls’ Empowerment Day. Photo by Time Warner Cable

MILESTONE
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner takes part in the celebration at the 
Woodhaven-Richmond Hill Senior Center’s first anniversary party 
in March.

ERIN GO BRAGH!
City Councilman Daniel Dromm (r.) was honored recently at the 
fourth annual Gay St. Patrick’s Day Dinner-Dance in Staten Island. 
Gail E. Kelley, of St. George, Staten Island, was also honored. 

Photo courtesy Bryan John Ellicott

GREEN READ
Just in time for St. Patrick’s Day, City Councilman Daniel Dromm 
(c.) joined volunteers from the Irish Arts Center to give away free 
books by Irish authors in front of the Jackson Heights Post Office 
on 37th Avenue.

PAID SICK DAYS
A group of Queens small business owners, City Council mem-
bers and community leaders announced their support for paid 
sick days at Terraza 7 Live Music, a restaurant and music venue 
in Jackson Heights. The group launched a “Conscious Consumer 
Initiative” to highlight and promote local businesses that provide 
paid sick days.

GENEROUS DONATION
The New York Elmhurst Friendly Society donated $1,567.66 to ben-
efit Queens Library at Elmhurst. The donation was presented by 
Lester Fong (l.), president of the group, to the Queens Library 
Foundation. Fong is also president of the Friends of the Elmhurst 
Library. The gift will be used to purchase books and other library 
materials.

LUCK OF THE IRISH
In March, U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley hosted his third annual St. Patrick’s 
celebration at Sidetracks Restaurant in Sunnyside. In attendance 
were state Committeewoman Marie Konecko (l.-r.), District Leader 
John Smyth, City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer, Crowley, state 
Assemblywoman Marge Markey and District Leader Deirdre 
Feerick.

WOMEN’S HISTORY
U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (second from l.), along with leaders from 
across New York’s 7th Congressional District, celebrated Women’s 
History Month at Daizie’s Restaurant in Queens. During the event, 
Crowley honored keynote speaker state Assemblywoman Catherine 
Nolan (second from r.) and community leaders Eileen Reilly (l.) and 
Luna Ranjit for their contributions to the community.
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Get a FREE
stroke risk assessment

right here in Queens

56-45 Main Street
Flushing, NY 11355

nyhq.org

© New York Hospital Queens

Friday, May 18th

between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. at  

New York Hospital Queens.
Lang Lobby & Auditorium. Light Lunch will be served.

Call 800-282-6684 to register
Stroke is the #3 killer in the United States, and it is one of 

the biggest causes of disabilities. But what can you do to stop 

it? Start by signing up for our free Stroke Risk Assessment 

to see if you are at risk for having a stroke – and get expert 

advice on how to reduce risk. As a designated stroke center, 

New York Hospital Queens is having this free screening  

service during National Stroke Awareness Month.

This stroke risk assessment is free, but you must register  

in advance by calling 800-282-6684. Please do it now.  

You could be at risk and not know it.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
A historic building in 

Queens has seen its fair 
share of events — a centu-
ry-and-a-half worth, to be 
exact.

Flushing Town Hall 
celebrated its 150th anni-
versary last weekend with 
a full schedule of activities 
aimed at demonstrating 
the cultural diversity of 
Flushing and the borough 
at large.

“The cultural diver-
sity of Queens is on display 
right here in this building,” 
said Betsy Enright, direc-
tor of external affairs for 
the hall, which was built 
in 1862. “We have Spanish 
artifacts in one room and 
traditional Korean drum-
ming in the next room — 
it’s amazing.”

Enright said the an-
niversary comes at an op-
portune time since Flush-
ing Town Hall, at 137-35 
Northern Blvd., is one 
of 40 sites across the five 
boroughs vying for $3 mil-
lion in grants. The top four 
vote-getters will have their 
projects fully funded and 
several runners-up will di-
vide the rest.

People can vote once 
a day until May 21 at 
partnersinpreservation.
com and Enright urged 
residents to “vote as many 
times as possible.” Flush-
ing Town Hall is seeking 
repairs to its Romanesque 
windows.

The Partners in Pres-
ervation program, a col-
laboration of the National 
Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion and American Express, 
selects a different city each 
year for the grant.

During Day 1 of its 
anniversary celebration, 
the hall hosted numerous 
Flushing residents — many 
of them children — who 
watched in awe as a group 
of Korean drummers 
pounded out beats in rapid 
fury.

“It’s so loud and fast,” 
said Kyun Gae, 11, who 
came to the hall with his 
mother, Keum.

“This is a great expres-
sion of history,” she said. 
“And it’s not just about Ko-
rean history, but really it’s 
about Queens history. It 
makes me proud to be both 
Korean and from Queens.”

The lower level of the 
hall displayed hundreds of 

drawings by Queens school-
children who were asked to 
express what the Flushing 
Town Hall meant to them. 
Enright said the drawings 
were as varied as the cul-
tures of Flushing.

“The drawings are all 
so fantastic we had to hang 
them all up,” she said, as 
children sat drawing even 
more pictures for the hall 
to display.

Flushing Town Hall 
is the premier venue for 
music and arts in north-
ern Queens, according to 
Shawn Choi, who works 
at the hall. The Flushing 
Council on Culture and 
the Arts welcomes local 
artists in the hall’s gallery 
and stages concerts in the 
Great Hall.

“The hall brings cul-
tures together,” Choi said. 
“When you come here, you 
rethink the overall culture 
of the community — there’s 
a lot more here than one 
might think.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Flushing Town Hall 
brings boro together

David Kim (back l.) leads a group of youngsters in a rendition of “Happy Birthday” to Flushing Town 
Hall. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Hopeful ballerinas 
audition for school

Several dozen young dancers au-
dition for the School of American 
Ballet during tryouts at the Frank 
Sinatra School of the Arts in Astoria 
Sunday. (Clockwise from top l.) a 
girl’s flexibility is tested; Ashton 
(l.) and Alexus Lee of Elmhurst wait 
their turn; Fresh Meadows resident 
Elizabeth Tang stretches; Rachel 
Aquino, 6, of Forest Hills twirls 
across the floor; full-time faculty 
members Garielle Whittle (c.) and 
Katrina Killian examine Flushing 
resident Emilie Cantante, 6; Miosori 
Polanco, 9, of Jamaica points her 
toes; Demitrios Retzios of Astoria 
helps his daughter Antoula pin on 
her number; and instructors bend 
back the toes of one participant. 

Photos by Christina Santucci 
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Sponsors: CBRE, Citibank, The Foundry 
Media Sponsor: New Corporation/Times Ledger Newspapers  

Co-sponsors: Atlantic Maintenance Corporation, di Domenico + Partners, Green Mountain 
Graphics, Imaging Solutions Group, Lyons Mortgage Services, Inc., Mount Sinai Queens, Public Service Truck 

Renting, Inc., SDS Global Logistics, Shine Electronics Inc., The Jennings Company, 
York Scaffold Equipment Corp. 

 

Mingle with other LIC community members 
while enjoying wine and hors d'oeuvres 

 

Purchase tickets at www.licpartnership.org or 718-786-5300 x21 
$40 for members $50 for non-members 

Tuesday, June 12 
6 – 8 PM 

The Foundry 
42-38 9 Street 

Long Island City, NY 11101 

Spring Gathering 



WE

44
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, M
AY

 10
-16

, 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Few things have the 
ability to bring you back 
to your childhood — like 
a chorus of aquarium fil-
ters bubbling away — but 
whether you are looking 
for that $5 goldfish you 
had when you were young, 
or are in the market for 
an elaborate, underwater 
environment, Fish World 
USA in Auburndale offers a 
treasure trove of booty.

In business since 
1969, the store stocks a 
wide variety of freshwater 
and saltwater ornamental 
fish — the kind you do not 
eat — and staffer George 
Jacome said the shop will 
order anything that is not 
on-hand.

“Certain fish are in 
season. A lot of the freshwa-
ter fish are farm-raised, so 
they’re pretty much always 

available,” he said. “Any-
thing else we can pretty 
much get within a week.”

The more exotic salt-
water species come from 
tropical regions all over the 
world, like the Gulf of Mexi-
co, the Caribbean and Indo-
nesia. These fish, Jacome 
said, vary in availability 
from month to month.

Walking into Fish 
World USA, at 196-33 North-
ern Blvd., is a practice in 
sensory therapy. Dimly 
lit to show off the vibrant 
colors of creatures propel-
ling themselves effortlessly 
while suspended inside 
rows of softly resounding 
tanks, the store’s atmo-
sphere underscores the ap-
peal to fish fans.

“I’d say the No. 1 thing 
is that it’s stress relief,” Ja-
come said.

Prices start out at just 
a few dollars and start to 

climb up to the $60 to $70 
range for types with color-
ful names like Japanese 
Swallow Angels, Yellow 
Long Nose Butterflies and 
Albino Red Oscars.

For those looking to 
drop some loot, a Blue Face 
Angel will set you back 
$199, and Jacome said some 

of the rarer species can cost 
thousands of dollars. And, 
since you would not put a 
$2,000 fish in a $3 plastic 
fish bowl, the store carries 
aquariums up in the 90-gal-
lon range and everything 
you would need to create 
your marine habitat.

Fancy the idea of your 

fish swimming around in 
the desert? Fish World USA 
has kitschy backgrounds 
for you.

Are you the tradition-
alist? The store has minia-
ture sunken pirate ships, 
downed WW II airplanes 
and deep-sea explorers, as 
well as natural flourishes 
like sand, gravel, stone, 
lava rocks, crystal geodes 
and driftwood.

Some enthusiasts 
prefer their underwater 
wonderlands full of danc-
ing marine reefs. Coral 
reef systems are some of 
the priciest items in the 
store, starting off just shy 
of $4,000.

One must be careful, 
though, when mixing vari-
eties of sea life, and Jacome 
said the store’s staff is well-
educated on which crea-
tures mix well with others.

Jacome said technol-

ogy has come a long way in 
the past few years, such as 
the pre-made saltwater the 
store carries, as opposed to 
the synthetic sea salt mixes 
customers used to have to 
deal with.

One of the most attrac-
tive reasons for choosing 
fish as pets, though, may 
never change.

“You don’t have to 
walk them,” said employee 
Michelle Lovascio.

Fish Town USA opens 
at 10 a.m. seven days a week 
and closes at 9 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday, 7 p.m. 
on Saturday and 6 p.m. on 
Sunday. For more informa-
tion, call 718-593-5396 or 
visit fishtown-usa.com.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Business

An orange Garibaldi, one of the many varieties of fish available at 
Fish Town USA. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Melt that stress away at Fish World USA
Satisfy your inner Pisces with a visit to the Auburndale shop to begin a new habitat in your home

BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISERS
Youth Tech Initiative Program — Increase 
your employability. Free advanced training 
in Microsoft Word for anyone ages 16-24. 
Participants will have the opportunity to take 
the Microsoft Offi ce Specialist exam at the end of 
training to become Microsoft Certifi ed.
When: Tuesdays, through May 22, 6 pm–8 pm
Where: The Daughters of Isis Foundation Offi ce, 
148-14 Liberty Ave., Jamaica
Contact: (917) 292-5176; loliver24@verizon.net
Website: luecorp.tripod.com

New York: The Life and Economics of a City — 
Greg David, author of “Modern New York: The Life 
and Economics of a City,” will host a talk related 
to business, economic and political issues.
When: May 10, 8:30 am
Where: Queens Chamber of Commerce, 75-20 
Astoria Blvd., Suite 140, Jackson Heights

30th Aviation Networking Event — Continental 
breakfast. RSVP by May 4.
When: May 11, 9 am
Where: Russo’s on the Bay, 162-45 Cross Bay 
Blvd., Howard Beach

Contact: (718) 843-5055
Website: www.russosonthebay.com

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A new 
Queens chapter of the national organization that 
empowers and supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees $30, 
nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.
net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by Harvey G. 
Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell Blvd., 
Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@aol.com 
or (718) 423-0427

Spring Fair and Plant Sale — Buy plants, 
baskets, pots, crafts and food.
When: May 12, 9:30 am
Where: United Methodist Church, 35 Verbena 
Ave., Floral Park
Contact: (516) 354-4969
Website: umcfl oralpark.org

Spring Thrift Bazaar — To benefi t the library.
When: May 12, 11 am
Where: Pomonok Public Library, 158-21 Jewel 
Ave. at Parsons Bloulevard, Pomonok
Contact: (718) 591-4343
Website: www.queenslibrary.org

5th Annual Go Red for Women Dinner — 
Keynote speaker: Debi Silber, president of 
Lifestyles Fitness Inc. RSVP by May 2
When: May 15, 5:30 pm
Where: Terrace on the Park, 52-11 111th St., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 592-5000
Website: www.terraceonthepark.com

Queens Museum of Art Annual Gala 2012 — 
Honoring Brian Selznick, Target and Gretchen 
Werwaiss
When: May 16
Where: Queens Museum of Art, New York 
City Building, Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.org

Scholarship Dinner — Sponsored by the 
Bayside-Whitestone Lions Club.
When: May 17, 6 pm
Where: Verdi’s, 149-58 Cross Island Pkwy., 
Whitestone

180th Anniversary Gala — Celebrate women’s 
health at Elmhurst Hospital Center.
When: May 17, 6:30 pm
Where: Terrace on the Park, 52-11 111th St., 
Corona
Contact: 718-592-5000; www.terraceonthepark.
com

www.TimesLedger.com
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45Jamaica Ball promises food, fun and nonprofi t accolades
JetBlue backs initiative celebrating the work of southeast Queens community organizations 
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Don’t just party — party with 
a purpose.

That is the message Greg 
Mays, founder of A Better Ja-
maica, wants to send with the 
inaugural Jamaica Ball, a chance 
for community members to show 
their support for the nonprofits 
serving the greater Jamaica area 
as they eat, dance and party the 
night away.

More than 10 local nonprof-
its — such as the artist advocate 
Cultural Collaborative Jamaica 
and the Southern Queens Park 
Association — have signed up for 
the May 19 mixer at the Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center, at 161-
04 Jamaica Ave. A full 90 percent 
of every $50 ticket, which can be 
purchased at thejamaicaball.
com, will be donated to the orga-
nization of the buyer’s choice.

“I’ve been on enough boards 
of directors and enough spring 
benefits and anniversary celebra-

tions to know that there aren’t 
enough friends of my organiza-
tion to purchase the number of 
tickets needed for a big celebra-
tion,” Mays said.

“So I thought, ‘What can I 
do as part of my group’s mission 
to support the work of other non-

profits in Jamaica?’ And then I 
was like, “Oh, wow! Why don’t 
I just sort of pull all these folks 
together and have a joint fund-
raiser?’ And that’s the Jamaica 
Ball,” he said.

Due to the size of the per-
forming arts center, there is a 

250-ticket limit, but Mays said if 
the event is a success, he would 
like to be able to host upwards of 
1,500 attendees in a few years.

“Quite honestly, I hope to 
grow out of the venue,” he said.

The party is sponsored by 
the stalwart Greater Jamaica De-
velopment Corp., and Mays was 
able to secure corporate funding 
from JetBlue, a feat he said is no 
easy achievement in southeast 
Queens.

Coming up on its fifth anni-
versary, A Better Jamaica’s pro-
gramming includes its Family 
Movies in the Parks series. Mays 
said similar events, such as Bry-
ant Park’s summer film series in 
Manhattan, easily attract large 
corporate sponsors, which often 
overlook the Jamaica area.

The Long Island City-based 
JetBlue, he said, was eager to 
jump on board with the ball, 
which is scheduled to begin at 8 
p.m. and run until 1 a.m.

“I’m particularly happy 

with JetBlue’s support,” he said. 
“They’re a Queens-based compa-
ny and I think that allowed them 
to see more value and opportu-
nity.”

This summer’s series will 
screen movies in Cambria, 
Brookville, Baisley Pond and St. 
Albans parks. More information 
can be found at abetterjamaica.
org.

Mays said that since former 
Gov. David Patterson took mem-
ber items off the table, nonprofits 
have had to look elsewhere to sup-
plement the loss of funding from 
their state representatives.

“If I could get a different au-
dience or a different set of attend-
ees than we typically see at politi-
cal fund-raisers, I will feel as if I 
succeeded,” he said. “I wanted to 
provide an opportunity for the 
regular, everyday, hardworking 
folks who live in Jamaica to sup-
port the institutions that work for 
and with them.”

The Queens Sickle Cell Advocacy Network, represented by founder and President 
Gloria Rochester (l.) during a walk to raise money for research last year, is one 
of more than 10 nonprofits that attendees can choose to direct funds toward 
when attending the Jamaica Ball.
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for the first phase of the project, a 12-
acre strip across the street from Citi 
Field, to include more retail at the be-
hest of Related Co. and Sterling Equi-
ties.

The exact nature of the plan could 
not be independently confirmed, but a 
source said Related Co. and Sterling 
Equities were selected to build a mall 
on the site. Related is headed by Man-

hattan developer Stephen Ross and 
Sterling by the Wilpons, who own the 
New York Mets and Citi Field across 
from Willets Point.

Rikon signed a document May 
2 indicating that the city would be 
dropping its bid, he said, therefore 
putting the original project on hold 
unless property owners were to sell 
their land to the city so it could con-
tinue with the development.

But the stipulations in the docu-
ment would not prevent the city from 
attempting to use eminent domain 
on the property in the future, Rikon 

said.
Rikon was set to contend in court 

this week that the city violated the 
rights of property owners by not pro-
viding Spanish language translators 
at a public hearing. He also argued 
that the $3 billion redevelopment was 
not a valid public use.

It was unclear at press time 
Tuesday evening exactly how the city 
would proceed with the development, 
but any new projects would require 
another public review process.

get projections. The city has 
had to pay more for educa-
tion and capital construc-
tion, but has spent less in 
other parts of the budget.

In previous years, 
Bloomberg threatened to 
balance the budget through 
teacher layoffs, firehouse 
closings and reductions in 
library hours, triggering 
protests at firehouses and 
libraries across Queens. 
While fiscal year 2013’s 
budget will allow for an 
increase in the number of 
teachers in the system, it 
calls for the closing of  20 
firehouses and shortened 
library hours as well as 
eliminating some early 
childhood care and after-
school programs.

State Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
criticized this plan in an 
extensive statement as “ir-
responsible.”

“The mayor’s proposed 
budget is out of touch with 
the struggles of working 
New Yorkers and closes the 
city’s deficit on the backs of 
our children and first re-
sponders,” Meng said.

Thomas Galante, chief 
executive officer of the 
Queens Library, said the 

executive budget would cut 
the Queens Library’s funds 
by $26.7 million. Such a 
slashing would require 
that 18 of the system’s 62 li-
braries would have to close, 
more than 600 library work-
ers could lose their jobs, no 
libraries would have Sun-
day service and most librar-
ies would be closed four to 
five days a week, with only 
the Jamaica Library open 
Saturdays.

“New Yorkers need 
public library doors open. 
Demand for library servic-
es continues to stay strong, 
even with the effects of the 
past lean years,” Galante 
said. “We need the budget 
cut restored and we need 
it included in future city 
budgets so we can turn our 
full attention to serving the 
community.”

In response to ques-
tions about how the cuts 
would affect city services, 
Bloomberg contended that 
the city has done more with 
less and is committed to 
making sure the streets are 
safe and the most vulner-
able residents are not left 
without food or shelter.

“Sometimes more 
equipment or more people 
don’t always get you better 
service,” he said.

Bloomberg projected a 
$3 billion budget gap in fis-
cal year 2014.

hopes to add concessions to 
the theater once it is com-
pleted.

The project is current-
ly at the design stage and is 
expected to take 18 months 

to complete, according to 
Vallone’s representative.

Astoria Park’s main 
pool, a popular summer 
destination for Queens 
residents, attracts more 
than 100,000 visitors each 
season, according to Parks. 
Officials hope the perfor-
mance center will draw 
even more visitors.

we’re going to be part of 
the Queens Pride Parade 
to promote LGBT seniors 
not only in Jackson Heights 
but in all of Queens,” Nagel 
said.

Rita Barakos, Rivera’s 
stepsister, came to the Mon-
day announcement as a rep-
resentative for the family.

“I’m very proud and 
I’m very happy about the 
parade because it keeps 
Julio’s memory alive,” she 
said.

Dromm and U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) both spoke about 
how Rivera’s tragic death 
inspired a movement for 
equality in the neighbor-
hood.

“Even from those dark, 
ugly moments, rays of sun-
light have come through,” 

Crowley said.
More information 

about the parade and festi-
val can be found at queen-
spridehouse.org.

The laceration to Ale-
man’s bicep was deep and 
required seven stitches at a 
hospital in the borough, the 
DA said.

Flores pleaded to as-
sault as a hate crime in 
Queens Supreme Court 
May 2 before Justice Steven 
Paynter, the DA said. Payn-
ter suggested he would sen-
tence Flores to 3 1/2 years 
in prison as well as two 

years and six months of 
supervision after he is re-
leased, the DA said.

Brown said the expect-
ed sentence would “serve 
as both a punishment for 
his actions and a deterrent 
to those who would commit 
hate crimes whether they 
be motivated by gender, re-
ligion, sexual orientation 
or ethnicity.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 5

Pride

Councilman Daniel Dromm (c.) named the family of Julio Rivera, represented by Rita Barakos (second 
from l.), and the Queens Center for Gay Seniors, represented by President John Nagel (r.), as marshals 
in the 2012 Queens Pride Parade. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Continued from Page 5

Hate

Continued from Page 4

Pool

Continued from Page 4

Budget
Continued from Page 4

Willets Pt.

ENTERPRISE FLIGHT
The space shuttle Enterprise, mounted atop a NASA 747 Shuttle Carrier Aircraft, is flown over western Queens recently. The 
Enterprise is slated to be brought to the Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Museum in Manhattan by barge next month and then go on 
public display. Photo by Steven Malecki

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

PENNINGTON, N.J. — 
Emphatic dunks, feathery 
three-point shots, impres-
sive moves around the hoop 
— Jermaine Lawrence 
showed his entire arsenal 
Saturday afternoon.

Flanked by some of 
the East Coast’s top juniors 
and sophomores, the ever-
improving 6-foot-10 former 
Cardozo basketball swing-
man continued his steady 
climb. Lawrence poured 
in 27 points to take home 
MVP honors in the second 
annual Mary Kline Clas-
sic underclassmen all-star 
game, a showcase to raise 
money for cancer research, 
at Pennington HS in New 
Jersey.

The performance was 
just the latest impressive 
display by the Jamaica na-
tive in what has become a 
breakout spring. He dazzled 
in back-to-back weekends 
in Hoop Group Jam Fest 

showcases in Philadelphia 
and Pittsburgh with the 
New Rens, his AAU team, 
showed limitless range and 
an explosive finishing abil-
ity in the lane.

Following last week-
end, he landed scholarship 
offers from Baylor, Kansas, 
UNLV, Temple and Florida 
to go along with existing 
ones from Syracuse, St. 
John’s, Maryland, Louis-
ville, Villanova, Rutgers 
and Cincinnati, among oth-
ers.

“I just wanted to play 
my ‘A’ game, not force any-
thing and let my game come 
to me, keep improving,” he 
said. “I really expected it 
to happen, especially how 
good I’ve been playing.”

It all began a month 
ago in the 23rd annual Bas-
ketball World Tournament, 
when Lawrence and a group 
of fellow prospects partook 
in international competi-
tion. He returned more de-

Flushing’s Hay goes to NFL
The Syracuse offensive tackle was drafted by St. Louis Rams

A Cardozo star rises
in MVP performance

Jermaine Lawrence earned MVP honors in the Mary Kline Classic 
underclassmen all-star game. Photo by Denis Gostev

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Michael Hay has seen 
the lowest of the low. So 
when the highs come, he ap-
preciates them even more.

The Holy Cross alum-
nus and Syracuse offensive 
lineman signed an NFL 
free-agent contract with the 
St. Louis Rams April 29, a 
day after the draft wrapped 
up. His former Cross team-
mate Darryl Whiting also 
penned a deal with the 
Tennessee Titans, mak-
ing three potential NFL 
players from the Flushing 
school next season with 
Dallas Cowboys receiver 
Kevin Ogletree.

For Hay, though, the 
journey is what makes this 
destination so incredible.

“You must have hit ev-
ery bump in the road, but 
you denied the doubters 
and kept it going,” Cross 
Coach Tom Pugh told him 
April 30.

As a senior with 
the Knights, the 6-foot-5, 
283-pound manchild was 
a highly touted prospect 
on one of the best teams in 
the city. Hay and four team-
mates opened the season 
with a bevy of Division I 
interest. Yet, for reasons 
he still doesn’t understand, 
none of them earned an of-
fer by season’s end.

Hay signed with Di-
vision II C.W. Post, but a 
turning point in his life 
occurred the summer be-
tween high school and col-
lege. In a fight in his home-
town of College Point, Hay 
was stabbed in his chest, 
right underneath his left 
arm.

The knife cut through 
his rib cage, punctured his 

stomach and diaphragm 
and collapsed his lung. It 
came dangerously close 
to vital organs, such as 
his heart. Hay was rushed 
to the hospital and ended 
up in the ICU. He lost 60 
pounds after surgery and 
was told he wouldn’t play 
football again.

“That’s one of those 
lines that sticks with you 
the rest of your life, some-
one telling you that you 
can’t do something,” Hay 
said.

To compound matters, 
Hay was cuffed at the hos-
pital that night and read 
his Miranda rights — he 

was being arrested for bat-
tery. Just hours later, his 
younger brother Chris was 
in the same hospital with 
a broken orbital bone he 
obtained during a struggle 
with police during his own 
arrest.

Hay had hit rock bot-
tom.

“Here’s your close 
call,” Hay said he told him-
self at the time. “Re-evalu-
ate everything and figure 
out what you’re doing with 
yourself. Do I want to be 
stuck in this neighborhood 
or do I want to realize my 
dreams?”

At that point, Hay 

dedicated himself to foot-
ball. Despite a drop from 
290 pounds to 230, he was in 
the weightroom well before 
he was cleared. Hay red-
shirted his freshman sea-
son at C.W. Post, but he felt 
healthy and strong enough 
in workouts to come to the 
conclusion that he could 
play on a higher level of 
football.

With transferring in 
mind, Hay went to Nassau 
Community College the fol-
lowing summer to enroll in 
classes to get a head start. 
He was targeting Glendale 
Community College as 

Syracuse tackle Michael Hay (74), a College Point native, signed a free agent deal with the St. Louis 
Rams. AP Photo/Keith Srakocic

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50
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48 Hamlet of Francis Lewis draws offer from Wagner
BY MARC RAIMONDI

Jazmine Hamlet had 
her plan set. As of early 
April, she didn’t have the 
Division I school she want-
ed. So the Francis Lewis 
guard figured she would go 
to a junior college for a year 
with hopes to earn some 
more interest.

“I was gonna go to 
Monroe [in Rochester], get 
better and then come out,” 
Hamlet said.

Her plans got turned 
upside down — in a good 
way — just two weeks ago. 
Hamlet went down to the 
Boo Williams Unsigned 
HS Senior Showcase in 
Virginia with players from 
her Long Island Lightning 
Dingle travel team. That’s 
where Wagner College and 
new Coach Lisa Cermig-
nano saw her play.

Not long after, Hamlet 
got a call and a scholar-
ship offer from the Staten 
Island school. And May 
2 on her official visit, the 
5-foot-7 guard committed to 
play women’s basketball for 

Wagner, realizing her Divi-
sion I dream.

“It’s like we’re all new 
to the situation, being that 
she’s a new coach, I’m new 
to college,” Hamlet said. 
“They were just really 
cool.”

Cermignano, a New 

Jersey native, comes to 
Wagner with quite the ré-
sumé. She was an assis-
tant coach at Illinois for 
the last three years and at 
Vanderbilt before that. Cer-
mignano was also a Hall-
of-Fame player at George 
Washington. Hamlet was 

wowed by her credentials.
“That was one of the 

biggest attractions,” the 
Harlem native said. “I know 
if I decide to go further with 
this, she can help me.”

Hamlet was one of the 
driving forces behind Fran-
cis Lewis’ back-to-back 

trips to the PSAL Class AA 
semifinals. One of the best 
clutch players in the PSAL, 
she had 13 points and two 
huge baskets late to seal a 
quarterfinal win over Tru-
man back in March. Ham-
let has never been afraid to 
take a big shot.

“She just always plays 
hard,” Lewis Coach Steve 
Tsai said. “She’s fearless. 
She added that dimension. 
That’s something we’ll be 
missing. You can replace 
players, but her heart I don’t 
think you can replace.”

Added one Division 
I assistant coach, “She’s 
a very quick and athletic 
guard who despite her size 
makes up for it with heart 
and determination. Defi-
nitely a steal this late in the 
process. She’ll be a good 
piece to the rebuilding of 
that program.”

It has been a trying 
few months for her. Ham-
let started her high school 
career at St. Michael Acad-
emy under Coach Apache 
Paschall, who died sudden-
ly Jan. 3 of cardiac arrest. 

She was also close with 
fellow Harlem resident and 
Murry Bergtraum star 
Tayshana “Chicken” Mur-
phy, who was murdered in 
September.

“Jazmine had a tough 
time,” said Long Island 
Lightning Dingle travel 
Coach Jaywana Bradley, 
who also coaches at Man-
hattan Center. “I am really 
happy for her. Especially 
with Apache, too, it hit her 
extra hard. Showing that 
she can handle things like 
that in life is a good thing. 
She stayed focused on her 
academics, that was the 
most important thing.”

Tsai said after the Pa-
triots lost to Murry Berg-
traum in the semifinals, 
Hamlet was a different per-
son. She took it harder than 
anyone.

“Since then, you 
wouldn’t know she’s the 
same Hamlet,” Tsai said. 
“She’s matured so much. 
She’s worked harder and is 
more focused. Even teach-
ers in the school say she’s 
much different.”

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Ryan Rhoomes de-
scribed the last year of 
his life as hell. Instead of 
starting his college career 
at TCU, he was back home 
in Middleton, N.Y., work-
ing two jobs and using his 
sparse free time to stay in 
shape.

If not for the lost year, 
however, Rhoomes might 
not have chosen Fordham, 
as he did on Friday.

“I look at things differ-
ent now,” said the former 
Cardozo basketball stand-
out, who was one of six 
NIA prep players declared 
academically ineligible last 
summer when the NCAA 
refused to approve classes 
from the Newark, N.J., 
school.

Instead of getting 
caught up in big names, 
such as interested par-
ties like St. John’s, Seton 
Hall and Temple, Rhoomes 

looked for the place that 
suited him best, where he 
would be the most valu-
able and used properly. 
That place was Fordham, 
a guard-heavy program in 
need of a forward like the 
6-foot-9 Rhoomes.

“I could’ve gone to a 
big-name school, but you 
have to look at yourself, 
how you play,” he said. “At 
Fordham I can do what I 
have to do to get better and 
play. I was looking at my 
situation. I felt like Ford-
ham is the best bet.”

Rhoomes was comfort-
able with Fordham for sev-
eral reasons. At the top of 
the list, the team is full of 
city standouts he is familiar 
with, from former John F. 
Kennedy star Jeffrey Short 
to Boys & Girls’ Lamount 
Samuell and Midwood’s 
Bryan Smith. He talked to 
all of them on his visit May 
1 and left impressed.

“Everything felt 
right,” he said. “I know how 

they play, they know how I 
play. That’s why I decided 
to go there.”

Then there is the 
coaching staff, led by head 
man Tom Pecora and assis-
tant David Duke, a Cardozo 
alumnus like Rhoomes 
who was his lead recruiter. 

When Rhoomes was denied 
by the NCAA last year, he 
considered paying tuition 
for a year of college and 
Fordham was one of those 
schools. Duke and Pecora 
kept in close contact with 
him when he decided to go 
back home.

“That made it seem 
like they really wanted 
me,” Rhoomes said.

Rhoomes does have 
work to do, more on the 
court than off. He still has 
one online course to make 
up — he’s taken two al-
ready — but he said he has 
talked to the NCAA and has 
been told the classes, based 
out of New Jersey Virtual 
School, meet their approval. 
Without playing organized 
basketball for more than a 
year, he is in far from bas-
ketball shape and when he 
worked out at Fordham was 
extremely rusty.

If he can get back to 
where he was at NIA Prep, 
Cardozo Coach Ron Na-
clerio thinks Fordham has 
a find in his former pupil.

“Tom Pecora just 
called me and he says 
Ryan is the best big man 
he’s ever gotten, whether 
he was at Hofstra or Ford-
ham,” said Naclerio, who 
aided Rhoomes in the pro-

cess. “They need a big guy. 
One thing they’re gonna 
find out about Ryan is he’s 
very efficient down low. He 
doesn’t take a lot of shots. 
He’s a team player. He’s 
gonna rebound, he knows 
how to play. He runs the 
court.”

The coach added, “Two 
years from now, he can be 
vying for all-Atlantic 10 
honors.”

Rhoomes isn’t worried 
about two years down the 
road. He’s focused on the 
present, passing his final 
class and helping Fordham 
move up in the Atlantic 10. 
His year away from basket-
ball made him realize how 
important it was to him.

“It made me a stronger 
person,” he said. “I don’t 
want to be home not play-
ing basketball.”

Fordham couldn’t be 
happier he got his priorities 
in order.

Francis Lewis guard Jazmine Hamlet committed to Wagner College. Photo by William Thomas

Rhoomes, out of Cardozo, picks Fordham over big names

Former Cardozo standout Ryan Rhoomes committed to Fordham. 
Photo by Kendall Rodriguez
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BY MARC RAIMONDI

The Cardozo players 
bounded out of the dugout, 
mobbing Gabriella Valdes 
at home plate. Minutes 
later, they came together 
around Kelly Phillips on 
the pitcher’s circle for a 
seemingly choreographed 
chant and dance. When they 
arrived back at the dugout 
area, Coach Pete Douglas 
was greeted with a rah-rah 
speech and the chanting of 
the girls’ names.

If one didn’t know any 
better, it would seem like a 
typical Judges season. Hap-
py. Unified. Together.

It hasn’t been quite 
like that, but perhaps it’s 
getting there. Just a little 
more than a month after 
longtime Coach Larry Al-
berts was stunningly re-
moved, Cardozo knocked 
off rival Bayside 2-1 in eight 
softball innings, on Phil-
lips’ walk-off RBI single 
last Thursday in Oakland 
Gardens.

With this win and a 
victory over Francis Lewis 
May 1, the Judges (11-2) are 
now tied with Bayside (11-
2) atop PSAL Queens A-I. 
The thought of that seemed 
out of the realm of possi-
bility in late March, when 
Alberts was escorted from 
the field during practice 
by school safety officers. 
City Department of Educa-
tion spokeswoman Marge 
Feinberg said at the time 
that the 26th-year coach 
was dismissed pending an 
investigation for the use of 
inappropriate language.

“It’s been tough, but 
we’re getting through it,” 
Cardozo ace Shelby Yaco-
vone said. “We had no idea 
[Alberts would get fired]. 
None of us wanted that. It 
was shocking.”

Yacovone did her part 
against Bayside, allowing 
just a single hit in eight 
innings and striking out 
seven. Cardozo trailed 1-0 
in the bottom of the seventh 
when Krystle Roldan led 
off with an inside-the-park 
home run to right center.

With two outs in the 
bottom of the eighth, the 
Judges pulled off the dra-
matic. Valdes lined a double 
down the left field line and 
Phillips pulled a hard-hit 
single just under the glove 
of Tara Bernstein at short-
stop to plate the speedy 
Valdes.

“I’m a senior,” Phil-
lips said. “I wanted to come 
through for my team. I 
wanted to do it for them.”

It’s been a rough sea-
son. Cardozo lost to Fran-
cis Lewis 10-2 following 
Alberts’ dismissal. Two 
weeks ago, the Judges were 
run-ruled by Bryant 12-2. 
But they feel like right now 
they are hitting their stride 
under Douglas, the former 

longtime baseball coach at 
Cardozo.

“They’re two different 
coaches,” Yacovone said. 
“But they’re both great 
coaches. We love them 
both.”

Douglas looks rejuve-
nated and says he has real-
ly enjoyed the experience.

“They’re wonderful 
girls,” he said. “It’s just 
a delight. Just their per-
sonalities, their attitudes. 
They’re so positive, so to-
gether. It’s just a joy.”

Yacovone has stepped 
up huge recently. She struck 
out 14 and gave up just two 
earned runs in that 8-5 win 
against Lewis. For the sea-
son, she’s sporting a 2.80 
ERA with 70 strikeouts in 

60 innings pitched. Douglas 
marveled at her “poise and 
determination.”

“She is great,” Phillips 
said. “She keeps her com-
posure. Nothing bothers 
her. She never gets rattled, 
always consistent.”

Not getting rattled 
could be the credo of this 
season at Cardozo. The 
Judges could have been 
reeling with the loss of one 
coach and the transition to 
another. Instead, they have 
a chance to win a third di-
vision title in four years.

“What happened, none 
of us felt good about it,” 
Phillips said. “We just had 
to get past it for the sake of 
the season.”

Cardozo’s Kelly Phillips is greeted by teammates after hitting a walk-off single in the eighth inning. 
Photo by Robert Cole

Cambria Heights’ 
Baker lives dream

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Cavon Baker was de-
termined to play Division I 
basketball.

It didn’t matter that 
he didn’t have any interest 
during his career at Thom-
as Edison, that he didn’t 
have any scholarship offers 
for much of last spring and 
summer on the AAU circuit 
or even that when Bryant 
came into the picture late 
and did present him with 
an opportunity, it didn’t 
work out because he failed 
to meet the school’s height-
ened academic standards.

Baker, a qualifier out 
of Edison, went to New 
Hope Academy in Mary-
land to make his dream 
a reality. After a stellar 
season in which he helped 
the prep school go 30-4, the 
Cambria Heights product 
finally realized his dream. 
Baker verbally committed 
to Florida Atlantic and for-
mer St. John’s Coach Mike 
Jarvis May 2, picking the 
Sun Belt Conference school 
over Iona and Hartford.

“I’m excited, anxious 
all in one,” the 6-foot-1 
combo guard said. “I feel 
accomplished, I feel good. 
My hard work paid off, a 
year of prep paid off. It was 
my goal to play Division I 
basketball. I stuck with my 
dream of playing Division 
I.”

Baker developed a 
bond with Jarvis and his 
son, assistant Mike Jarvis 
II, who was his lead re-
cruiter. Mike Jarvis, who 
nearly guided St. John’s to 
the Final Four in 1999, has 
coached at the Division I 
level for 21 years and has 
taken three schools to the 
NCAA Tournament, put 
in a lot of time with Baker, 
and when he wasn’t check-
ing in, his son was.

“It’s always cool when 
the head coach calls you 
and expresses how much 
he wants you,” Baker said. 

“Overall, it came down to 
me being comfortable with 
Coach Jarvis. My relation-
ship with Coach Jarvis 
made me pick FAU. He’s a 
straightforward guy and 
the whole time he was re-
cruiting me, he contacted 
me the most within the 
guidelines he could. We had 
real conversations.”

Baker was frustrated 
with his lack of Division I 
interest last year, but used 
it at motivation. He enjoyed 
a solid AAU season with the 
Raising Champions, put-
ting in solid performances 
in the iS8 Nike/Spring 
League, Hoop Group End 
of Summer Classic, among 
others.

“He took off from 
there,” Raising Champi-
ons Coach Hasani Stewart 
said.

Bryant was ready to 
take him, Stewart said, 
but he was one class short. 
Instead, Baker headed for 
prep school and continued 
to evolve as a player and 
as a person. At New Hope 
Academy, Baker was on his 
own for the first time.

“My father called it 
pre-college, I had to grow 
up fast and be responsible,” 
he said. “I was out there for 
a reason, to play basketball 
and get better overall. It 
was a great experience. It 
opened up the opportunity 
to play Division I basket-
ball.”

An opportunity he 
made the most of.

Dozo softball ties for fi rst
Sheer determination evens standing with Lady Commodores

The Thomas 
Edison graduate 

will play on a 
Division I team in 

Maryland.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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termined, he said, tougher 
and confident against play-
ers his age. The team’s least-
known player at the time, 
Lawrence learned a lot fac-
ing older competition.

“We were playing 
against pros,” said Law-
rence, who now attends 
Pope John XXIII in Sparta, 
N.J. “Seeing how tough 
they are, gave me insight 
into the next level. It made 
me play tougher and more 

aggressive when I came 
back.”

National recruiting 
analysts raved about him 
on Twitter and included 
him in their daily write-
ups. College coaches have 
begun to fawn over him.

“He’s a special talent 
and when it’s all said and 
done with hard work he 
could be arguably one of the 
best players in his class,” 
one Division I coach famil-
iar with Lawrence said. 
Another coach described 
him as someone capable of 
playing either forward po-
sition with “great upside.”

Pope John Coach Jason 
Hasson wasn’t surprised, 
because of how hard Law-
rence has worked in recent 
months, most notably after 
getting back from France. 
Following the trip to Pitts-
burgh, he was in the weight 
room 15 minutes after 
classes ended Monday.

“I would say he’s a top 
10 player in his class, that’s 
my personal opinion,” Has-
son said. “Only because 
how hard he works he’s 
gonna get better and better 
and better.”

Alexes Hargrove, a 
friend of the family helping 

in Lawrence’s recruitment, 
said he will cut his list to 
five at some point in Au-
gust. Lawrence said he has 
no favorites, but Cincinnati 
assistant Darren Savino 
has made a major push.

“Darren has been at 
every game, almost every-
where Jermaine has been,” 
Hargrove said. “Either 
him or [head Coach] Mick 
Cronin show up to support 
Jermaine.”

After watching Law-
rence in Philadelphia, 
UNLV told Hargrove they 
plan to be around a lot in 
the coming months. Rut-
gers has been involved with 
Lawrence since he came of 
age at Cardozo, with Van 
Macon consistently check-
ing in, Hargrove said. St. 
John’s was one of the first 
major Division I programs 
to offer Lawrence and they 
remain a factor as well.

Lawrence said loca-
tion won’t play a role in his 
commitment. He is looking 
for a team which plays an 
up-tempo style, can offer 
his immediate minutes and 
he feels comfortable at.

Continued from Page 47

Star rises
his potential destination. 
While on campus at Nas-
sau, though, he ran into 
then-football assistant Cur-
tis Gilliam. He convinced 
him to meet with then-head 
Coach John Anselmo. Hay 
did so with his mother Ma-
ria. Anselmo was convinc-
ing. Hay stayed home and 
went to Nassau.

“It was just a comfort 
level that I haven’t felt since 
Coach Pugh,” Hay said 
of Anselmo. “Me and my 
mother both trusted him.”

A year and a half later, 
Hay had his associate de-
gree and was named an All-
Northeast Football Confer-
ence second team selection. 
He earned a scholarship to 
Syracuse, where Anselmo 
got a job as secondary coach 
a year earlier.

With the Orange, Hay 
started all but one game in 
two seasons at right tackle 
for head Coach Doug Mar-
rone. Following his gradu-
ation in December, Hay 

signed with agent Pat Law-
lor and dropped everything 
to move to Boca Raton and 
train at World Class Speed 
upon the advice of Lawlor.

Hay’s name wasn’t 
called in the draft this 
weekend. Near the end of 
the seventh round, know-
ing he wouldn’t be taken, 
he left the place he was 
staying at in Florida and 
took a walk.

“I needed a little 
breather,” Hay said.

Maria followed him 
and sat him down for a talk. 
Getting taken in the draft, 
she told her son, would 
have exceeded expecta-
tions. Five minutes later, 
Hay got a text from Rams 
scout Russ Bolinger, whom 
he had met weeks earlier at 
a combine. Bolinger said to 
call him and Hay did so im-
mediately.

“He asked me how 
would I like to be a St. Louis 
Ram?” Hay said. “I let him 
know that would be the op-
portunity of the lifetime, 
something I’ve been work-
ing for my entire life.”

Continued from Page 47

Hay
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EM
BARGO

PREVENTIV
O

DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Senior, Disabled, and Veteran Homeowners 
May Qualify for Exemptions, but Must Apply.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Do Not Delay. Respond Today!

Department of

Finance

David M. Frankel 
Commissioner

Department of

Environmental Protection

Carter H. Strickland
Commissioner

Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development

Mathew M. Wambua
Commissioner
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†Selling price $18,981, 84 mos @ 4.9% APR financing w/$4991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. 

Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 5/14/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

1999919999199 Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7931-28K mi.
20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$34,981

$6,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8198-114K mi.

*

2003 MAZDA

TRIBUTE 4X4
$3,981

Auto, A/C, STK#U8071-116K mi.

*

1999 CHEVROLET

CAVALIER

$11,981
Auto, Leather, P/Sunroof, Alloys, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U8088-43K mi.

*

2007 VW

PASSAT 2.0T
$9,981

Auto, A/C, STK#U7959-75K mi.

*

2004 NISSAN

MAXIMA

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8193-48K mi.

*

2005 CHEVROLET

MONTE CARLO

$15,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/S, Stk#U7859-60K mi.

*

2008 TOYOTA

SIENNA LE

$7,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8182-86K mi.

*

2002 JEEP

LIBERTY 4X4

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Leather, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Black, STK#U8122-20K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.

2012 
GMC YUKON

$11,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U8117-93K mi.

*

2005 GMC

YUKON XL 4X4

*
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1.866.MOBILITY – ATT.COM/NETWORK – VISIT A STORE

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. Deployment ongoing. 4G LTE device and data plan required. Claim compares 4G LTE 
download speeds to industry average 3G download speeds. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network.

Get all the coverage you need!
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack.* 

Limited-time offer. Nokia Lumia 900 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Geographic, usage, and other terms, 
conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be 
charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), 
a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and 
services from AT&T. Phone subject to availability. Microsoft Windows® Phone and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, 
or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen images simulated. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

NOKIA LUMIA 900


