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Marcial Zebaze, who graduated from The Peter J. Tobin College of Business, waves to fellow graduates as he 
walks across the stage during St. John’s University’s commencement exercises.  See more coverage on Pages 
4, 15. Photo by Christina Santucci

CONGRATS GRADS!

BY STEVE MOSCO
  
Hundreds of Rockaway resi-

dents sickened by the closure of 
Peninsula Hospital aimed their 
ire directly at the city  Depart-
ment of Health at a public hearing 
last week.

“This is a human being is-
sue. People are going to die,” said 
Linda Ruscillo, a Rockaway resi-
dent at the hearing, at a packed 
Knights of Columbus Hall, at 333 
Beach 90th St. 

Residents expressed con-
cern that lives will be in danger 
as an influx of visitors flood the 
Rockaways during the summer 
months.

Bernie Feuer, who operates a 
parking lot during the summer in 
Jacob Riis Park, said bridge grid-
lock will block any ambulances 
that are diverted to other hospi-
tals.

“What will happen when 
time is of the essence?” he asked. 
“If an ambulance is diverted off 
the peninsula during a traffic 
jam, they are not going to get out 
of Rockaway. Now is the time for 
leaders to step up and do what is 
right.”

Continued on Page 20

BY PHIL CORSO
 
There’s no place like home — especially 

for 10 pricey blocks in Queens.
A recent report showed some of the bor-

ough’s most expensive blocks of real estate 
were concentrated in areas near Douglaston 
and Forest Hills.

Continued on Page 20

 Douglaston, Forest Hills 
have priciest boro blocks

BY RICH BOCKMANN

 Southeast Queens communi-
ty leaders are planning a number 
of town-hall meetings after a re-
port released last week found the 
overwhelming majority of people 
stopped by the NYPD in the 103rd 
Precinct last year were innocent 
blacks and Latinos.

But as they prepared to meet, 
Manhattan Federal Judge Shira 
Scheindlin agreed to reclassify 
a lawsuit challenging stop-and-
frisk practices as a class action 
suit against the city.  The suit, 
which contends blacks and Lati-
nos are discriminated against by 
the NYPD’s use of the tactic,  was 
filed in 2008. 

 According to a New York 
Civil Liberties Union  report, of 
the more than 17,000 individuals 
who were counted in the NYPD’s 
stop-and-frisk program in the 
103rd Precinct in 2011, nearly 91 
percent  were blacks and Latinos 
and 88.7 percent of people stopped 
were neither issued a summons 

Jamaica community 
leaders plan several 
meetings in response 
to NYPD’s stop-and-
frisk program. Continued on Page 20

BY JOE ANUTA

Construction crews are cur-
rently working on the College 
Point Police Academy project 
near the Whitestone Expressway, 

but civic leaders said the city has 
not lived up to promises about 
handling contaminated soil on 
the site.

The NYPD’s new digs will 
eventually consolidate many 

training facilities from around 
the city into an1.8-million-square-
foot academy in the College Point 
Corporate Park.

A consultant for the city has 
determined that the soil at the 

project site is made up of contami-
nated fill material further tainted 
by petroleum spills.

The city and its contractors 
are following state regulations 
to reuse some of that contami-
nated soil as fill material on the 
site, but members of Community 
Board 7 contend they were told all 
the contaminated soil would be 
removed.

The NYPD disputed that 
claim, saying that no specific 
measures were discussed prior to 
CB 7 giving the green light.

In a 2009 environmental 
impact study on the site, a con-
sulting firm hired by the city 
confirmed the widespread pres-
ence of metals, including arse-
nic, incinerator waste and semi-
volatile compounds. Lead, PCBs 
and other toxic compounds were 
found in isolated areas along with 
contaminates accumulated from 
nearly 100 years of dumping left-
over construction debris on the 
site, which is roughly between 
College Point Boulevard, Ulmer 
Street and 28th Avenue.

CB 7 unanimously ap-
proved the project in 2009, but 

Continued on Page 20

Peninsula fear 
of health crisis
packs hearing

Soil toxic at Police Academy site
CB 7 wants tainted earth removed from project in College Point Corporate Park

Jamaica wants stop-frisk to end
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
City Councilman Pe-

ter Koo (D-Flushing) has 
been stirring up an inter-
national controversy with 
his plans to honor Asian 
women forced into prostitu-
tion by Japan during World 
War II.

Koo has plans for a 
Flushing memorial to hon-
or the so-called “comfort 
women” from countries in-
cluding Korea and China 
who were kept as sex slaves 
for the Japanese military.

But citizens of the is-
land nation of Japan do not 
share Koo’s enthusiasm 
and started a letter-writing 
campaign targeting his fel-
low Council members.

“We Japanese are pro-
foundly concerned about 
his political activities,” a 
letter signed by a man from 
Tokyo said.

Dozens of the letters 
came pouring into the of-
fices of Councilmen Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
and Mark Weprin (D-Oak-
land Gardens) after a story 
in a Flushing-based Korean 
newspaper was picked up in 
Japan, according to Koo’s 
office.

The letters, which 
feature the same text but 
are all signed by differ-
ent people, accused Koo of 
propagating false informa-
tion and pandering to his 
Korean base, a charge a 
spokesman for the Shang-
hai native firmly denied.

“Councilman Koo has 
actually met comfort wom-
en who are still alive and 
who have told their stories,” 
said James McClelland, 
referring to an event last 
year in conjunction with 
the Kupferberg Holocaust 
Center at Queensborough 
Community College, where 
several comfort women re-
counted horror stories of 
their internment.

Koo began advocating 
for the memorial, which 
may eventually include a 
street renaming or memo-
rial plaque, after speaking 
with some Korean groups 

in the area.
“Councilman Koo, he 

really showed an interest 
in supporting this,” said 
Chejin Park, of the Korean 
American Voters’ Council.

The council, a Flush-
ing-based nonprofit, also 
advocated for a federal res-
olution recognizing the ex-
istence of comfort women 
that was passed in the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
in 2007.

According to Park, 
there is often argument 
over how many comfort 
women existed. The num-
bers vary between 20,000 
and 200,000 depending on 
the source.

But he said finding an 
exact total is irrelevant.

“It doesn’t matter. Even 
if only one woman was vic-
timized by a government, it 
is still a big problem,” said 
Park, whose group also 
helped put up a memorial 
in New Jersey in 2009.

The letters that came to 
the councilmen denied that 
the atrocities occurred, but 
did not change the minds 
of the recipients, who both 
support Koo.

“I was a little stunned 
by them,” said Weprin. “It 
seems logical to me to give 
the women some type of 
memorial or recognition of 
what they went through.”

And Halloran said 
while the numbers might 
be debatable, there is no 
doubt it happened.

“I’ll air on the side of 
caution and say history is 
never as clear as we like it 
to be,” he said. “But there is 
no difference between this 
and saying the Holocaust 
didn’t exist.”

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Opponents of a waste 

station near LaGuardia 
Airport have taken to the 
airwaves with a hero pilot 
at the helm.

Capt. Chesley “Sully” 
Sullenberger, the US Air-
ways pilot who safely guid-
ed a passenger plane into 
the Hudson River following 
a bird strike in 2009, has 
lent his voice to a radio ad 
campaign denouncing the 
construction of the North 
Shore Marine Transfer Sta-
tion.

Critics say the waste 
station, which will be close 
to a LaGuardia runway 
near College Point, will 
attract birds by the thou-
sands and put passenger 
planes at an increased risk 
of potentially disastrous 
bird strikes.

In the radio ads, Sul-
lenberger says the station 
“will attract birds into the 
path of oncoming flights, 
putting thousands of lives 
at risk, including passen-
gers in the sky and citizens 
on the ground.”

Ken Paskar, president 
of Friends of LaGuardia 
Airport, said Sullenberger 
lends credibility to the 
cause.

“This is a world-re-
nowned hero with personal 
experience dealing with 
bird strikes,” said Pasker, 
whose organization was 
formed last year to oppose 
the transfer station. “I sus-
pect this is an issue that 
is very important to Capt. 
Sully.”

According to Paskar, 
whose organization sued 
the city in 2011 to prevent 
the station from opening, 
the facility is expected to 
handle an estimated 3,000 
tons of garbage every day — 
providing a dangerous at-
traction for hungry birds.

He said the building 
is already attracting birds, 
as hundreds can be seen 
perching on the under-con-
struction facility.

“The facility is already 
proving to be a hazard 

during the construction 
phase,” he said.

Elected officials also 
joined the fight against the 
waste station, with state 
Assemblywoman Grace 
Meng (D-Flushing) calling 
on the city and the Port Au-
thority to halt plans for the 
facility.

She said the station, 
set for completion in 2013, 
poses an extreme hazard 
to both air travelers and 
residents on the ground. 
According to the assembly-
woman, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration has 
raised concerns about this 
project on numerous occa-
sions over the last 10 years.

“It is plainly unrea-
sonable that the city would 
plan to build a waste facil-
ity so close to LaGuardia 
Airport,” she said. “Our 
goal is to protect Queens 
families. People are wor-
ried about the Sully inci-
dent happening again and 
remember — too vividly — 
the devastating air tragedy 
in Queens from 2001.  My 
bill in the Assembly will 
prohibit building waste 
transfer stations near air-
ports in heavily populated 
New York City.”

Meng referred to the 
2001 tragedy involving 
American Airlines Flight 
587, which crashed into 
Belle Harbor shortly after 
takeoff and resulted in 260 
fatalities on board and five 
on the ground.

City Councilman Peter Koo is drawing flak from Japanese citizens for proposing a memorial dedicated 
to the comfort women of World War II.

Koo draws ire from Far East
Japanese citizens blast plan to honor WWII comfort women in Flushing

Sully trashes city 
over waste station

Capt. Chesley “Sully” 
Sullenberger speaks out 
against a waste transfer sta-
tion near LaGuardia Airport in 
a new radio ad.

Councilman Koo 
has actually met 
comfort women 

who are still 
alive and who 
have told their 

stories.
James McClelland

Koo spokesman
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

St. John’s coach shares inspiring story with new grads
Cancer survivor Steve Lavin tells nearly 3,000 to never stop learning or be afraid to seek advice

BY JOE ANUTA

Jumping into the job pool is 
all about overcoming challenges, 
St. John’s University head bas-
ketball Coach Steve Lavin told 
graduates at the university’s com-
mencement speech Sunday, and 
tackling adversity is something 
he knows a thing or two about.

Lavin was diagnosed with 
prostate cancer last year and 
went under the knife  in October 
before battling his way back to 
the bench early this year.

As he stood before about 3,000 
graduates Sunday, he imparted 
some life lessons he brought back 
from his fight with the deadly dis-
ease.

“Now I stand here, May 13, 
cancer-free and able to share 
some thoughts with you as you 
move forward on your journey 
and your path,” Lavin said to 
cheers from the audience. “But 
the takeaway is that life is pre-
cious. Life is fragile.”

Lavin initially returned 
to coaching a little more than a 
month after his surgery, bucking 
the advice of his doctors.

The stress proved too much, 
Lavin said in several reports, 
and he instead took a behind-the-
scenes role for a few months. The 
season was his first year coach-

ing at St. John’s, where the men’s 
team went to its first NCAA tour-
nament since 2002. Lavin previ-
ously coached at UCLA before 
getting the ax and ending up at 
ESPN, where he was a broadcast-
er and commentator.

Lavin’s journey to St. John’s 
and his eventual acquiescence to 

his doctors exemplified a central 
piece of advice he imparted to the 
students gathered on the lawn: 
Always be willing to learn.

“Seek out mentors, surround 
yourself with what I call your own 
Mr. Miyagis — some wise old owls 
who blazed a trail with wisdom 
from a long life,” Lavin said, re-
ferring to the martial art master 
from the “Karate Kid” movies.

Lavin also told the students 
to develop a resiliency that allows 
for a quick rebound from unex-
pected setbacks.

But a group of 20 graduates 
would not have been sweating in 
the sun along with the sea of stu-
dents clad in red and black poly-
ester gowns without already pos-
sessing a little bit of resolve.

Members of The Advantage 
Academy were homeless when 
they started the St. John’s pro-
gram, according to program di-
rector Kim Toro.

“The program allows in-
dividuals who are homeless or 

formerly homeless to attend St. 
John’s for free,” she said.

The goal is to keep the stu-
dents out of shelters, and so far it 
has been successful, she said.

Last year the first group who 
graduated from the program all 
went on to either find jobs or take 
further schooling, but either way 
they got the jump-start needed to 
make a new life for themselves, 
according to Toro.

Sabrina Garcia plans to go 
back to school at CUNY now that 
she earned a business associate 
degree and was ready to walk 
across the stage.

“I’m super excited,” she said. 
“I didn’t expect to be in college at 
35 getting my degree.”

Garcia, like most students in 
the program, was homeless and 
had a family to take care of before 
joining the program.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

St. John’s University students, including Marcial Sebazze (r.) and Tayrn Glynn 
(second from r.), celebrate graduation.  More photos on Page 15. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOE ANUTA

The family of a Guya-
nese immigrant was mak-
ing funeral arrangements 
this week after police said 
a car slammed into the 
47-year-old father of two 
while he was crossing Lib-
erty Avenue in Richmond 
Hill Sunday morning and 
then fled the scene.

Police could not con-
firm the make or model of 
the car, but surveillance 
footage from a nearby store 
shows a two-door, dark se-
dan hitting Rohan Singh so 
hard that the Woodhaven 
man flew into the air and 
landed in a heap on the 
sidewalk near the corner of 
108th Street.

According to witness-
es, Singh was walking from 

a nearby bar to a corner 
store when he was struck.

Police received the call 
at about 3:15 a.m. Emergen-
cy personnel took Singh to 
Jamaica Hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead, ac-
cording to the NYPD.

Later Sunday, Singh’s 
family came to the scene 
of the accident and put up a 
small memorial.

“It’s not right. They hit 
him and leave him to die 
in the street,” said Chater-
am Singh one of the man’s 
seven siblings. “I can cope 
with it, but for my mother it 
is very hard.”

Singh has a wife and 
two teenage children liv-
ing in Guyana, his brother 
said.

According to shop 
owner Mike Ficco, Singh 

often came into his store to 
buy a beer.

“He was a nice guy,” 
Ficco said as he fielded 
questions and accommodat-
ed a crowd of reporters and 
neighbors. “I wouldn’t be 
doing all this if he wasn’t.”

Ficco played surveil-
lance footage of the acci-
dents for horrified family 
members and neighbors.

Singh’s family is cur-
rently attempting to get a 
visa for the slain man’s wife 
to come to the country.

His brother asked any-
one with information to 
contact the police.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Chateram Singh weeps while kneeling near a makeshift memorial for his brother Rohan. 
Photo by Joe Anuta

Police search for driver
in Liberty Ave. hit-run 

4 Lift Chair Styles
GIVES YOU 
AN EXTRA BOOST!

$79999 $99999

RIALTO
Recliner
Orig. $549

$50
Off Purchase of 

$500 or more

$100
Off Purchase of 
$1000 or more

$200
Off Purchase of 
$2000 or more

$300
Off Purchase of 
$3500 or more

LAUREL 
Designer Sofa
Orig. $1199.00

FORTE
Leather Match
Chaise Recliner

Photos are for illustration only. Not all items in all stores. Delivery charges apply. Immediate delivery, in stock items only. †Restrictions apply. Available on in-
stock merchandise, Delivery Days Tuesday thru Saturday. Purchase must be made prior to 2 pm. May not apply to certain delivery locations. See store for details.

ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
150 Sunrise Hwy
516-766-0910

CARLE PLACE
265 Glen Cove Rd.
516-248-2323

FARMINGDALE
1644 Route 110
631-845-4790

SETAUKET
4016 Nesconset Hwy. (Rte 347)
631-642-3240

ALL STORES OPEN: Monday– Saturday 10am-9pm (RVC 10am-6pm), Sunday 11am-6pm

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

1-800-RECLINER          WWW.LAZBOY.COM/LONGISLAND-NYC

OVER 100 RECLINERS ON DISPLAY

6 Special order 
colors to choose.

SOFABEDS
Featuring Full, Queen
and Chair and a Half
Size Beds

Starting at
CLARK Reclining Sofa
Orig. $1359.99

14 Styles 
to Choose! 

NO
MONEY DOWN

+ plus + 

INTEREST FREE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

See store for 

details

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
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$3993999999$39999
$49999

299
$5995999999$59999

$7997999999$79999

$69999

SAVE 
$560

SAVE 
$400

NEXT DAY 
DELIVERY

Available on In-Stock
Merchandise†

BUY DIRECT&SAVE
UP TO

NOWthru
MEMORIAL

DAY

LIMITED TIME
MEMORIAL DAY

SPECIALS!

“Come in and feel the difference.”

With this coupon only. Excludes ad specials,clearance items, hot buys and prior sales. Can’t be combined with other offers. Limit one per customer. Expires 5/28/12.

Most sofabeds available with
10" thick SlumberAir mattress
at additional charge

LAWRENCE
Chaise
Recliner

$49999
Orig. $869 One Chair

$449.99

SAVE 
$370

CALVIN
LEATHER
Match
Recliner

$74999
Orig. $1,199

SAVE 
$450

2 FERGUSON
Recliners…
One Low
Price!

2for $84999

Hey Queens... We’re Closer Than You Think!
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
A long-shuttered fea-

ture of Forest Park will 
spin again.

The city Parks Depart-
ment has selected a new op-
erator for the Forest Park 
Carousel in Woodhaven 
and the famed attraction 
will be welcoming riders 
again by Memorial Day, ac-
cording to the Woodhaven 
Resident’s Block Associa-
tion.

“The carousel is part 
of our community’s iden-
tity,” said WRBA President 
Ed Wendell. “We couldn’t 
be happier that the Parks 
Department has done the 
right thing — something 
we’ve requested for years 
— and gotten a deal done 
so that our community can 
enjoy it again.”

New York Carousel 
Entertainment, which was 
also chosen by Parks to run 
the Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park Carousel, could 
not be reached for com-
ment.

Final terms of the li-
censing agreement have 
not yet been finalized, but 
the company has a work 
permit to begin cleaning 
and conducting necessary 
maintenance work at the 
site, according to a Parks 
Department representa-
tive.

The historic carousel 
dates back to more than 100 
years ago, when its color-

ful menagerie was hand-
carved by artist Daniel Carl 
Muller. Originally situated 
in Dracut, Mass., the car-
ousel was moved to Forest 
Park in 1972. The carousel 
in Flushing Meadows was 
originally designed for the 
1964 World’s Fair and was 
created by Marcus Charles 
Illions.

The block association 
took on the task of rallying 
to save the carousel after 
it closed when the former 

operator, New York One, 
let its contract with Parks 
expire. Since then the as-
sociation has engaged in 
letter-writing campaigns 
and organized rallies with 
elected officials to make the 
carousel operational again.

“The ride is a beauti-
ful work of art, a historic 
specimen that embodies 
our community’s heritage, 
and a form of entertain-
ment that has amused 
generations of Woodhaven 

residents,” said Wendell. 
“We’re overjoyed to have it 
back.”

Maria Thomson, ex-
ecutive director of the 
Greater Woodhaven Devel-
opment Corp., said the car-
ousel deserves much better 
than the treatment it has 
received over the last few 
years.

“Finally, we have a 
concessionaire who prom-
ises to restore it to its for-
mer glory,” Thomson said. 

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
A Ridgewood man al-

legedly set up his own mo-
torcycle chop-shop in his 
basement complete with 
hundreds of bike parts, ac-
cording to Queens prosecu-
tors.

The Queens district 
attorney announced that 
Phillip Dietrich, 43, of 60-91 
Putnam Ave., was arrested 
and charged for operating 
the illegal shop May 10. He 
was arraigned on a crimi-
nal complaint charging 
him with first-degree auto 
stripping and other crimes 
for allegedly running a mo-
torcycle chop shop out of 
his basement.

“This defendant’s al-
leged actions will not be tol-
erated in Queens County,” 
DA Richard Brown said. 
“Auto theft and related 
crimes are at historic lows 
and we must be vigilant in 
keeping them from rising.”

According to the dis-
trict attorney, the charges 
stem from a search by po-
lice at the defendant’s home 
April 25, which yielded six 
motorcycle frames that 
had been reported stolen in 
Queens between 2007 and 
2010.

Police also recovered 
seven frames with defaced 
vehicle identification num-
bers and hundreds of other 
motorcycle parts, includ-
ing rims, gas tanks, front 
end forks, fenders, mirrors 
and high-end dismantling 

tools.
In addition, police 

recovered 15 methadone 
pills.

“At least six of the mo-
torcycles allegedly found in 
the defendant’s basement 
had been reported stolen — 
leaving the rightful owners 
deprived of their property,” 
Brown said. “In addition, 
this type of illegal opera-
tion has no place in a resi-
dential neighborhood.”

Dietrich was arraigned 
in Queens Criminal Court 
and charged with auto 
stripping, criminal pos-
session of stolen property, 
illegal possession of a ve-
hicle identification number 
and criminal possession 
of a controlled substance, 
the DA said. Dietrich was 
ordered held on $1,000 bail 
and is scheduled to return 
to court June 13.

He faces up to seven 
years in prison if convict-
ed, the DA said.The hand-carved works of a renowned artist are set to resume rotating after city Parks announced 

an operator for the Forest Park Carousel. Photo courtesy Woodhaven Residents Block Association

 Adored ride gets operator
City Parks says Forest Park Carousel will reopen by Memorial Day

Putnam Ave. man  
ran chop-shop: DA

Cops busted a Ridgewood man 
in an alleged attempt to sell 
stolen motorcycle frames and 
parts from an illegal chop shop 
in his home, according to the 
DA.
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Memorial Day Sale

C T  ·  F L  ·  M A  ·  M D  ·  N H  ·  N J  ·  N Y  ·  PA  ·  R I  ·  VA

with

Plus

streeetch
your dollaru$ maximus

cybex arc trainers
STARTING AT $3,695 MSRP

EXTRA SAVINGS ON

package deals

Commercial Sales Division: 888.GymSource

gymsource.com/hottest
1-8OO-GYMSOURCE

Serious Equipment.
Serious Service.

Off MSRP. May not be combined with any other offer. In-stock residential items only, 
excluding the Cybex 425A. Offer expires 5/31/2012.

*

NowNow

Only!Only!

THRUTHRU

MEMORIAL
DAY WKND
MEMORIAL
DAY WKND
Only!OOOOO llll !!!!Only!Only!

incredible

ALL WEEKEND LONG

ON TREADMILLS

HOME GYMS

STATIONARY BIKES

FREE WEIGHTS

AND MORE

deals

MANHASSET
1209 Northern Blvd.
(516) 869-1800

WOODBURY  
7969 Jericho Tpke.  
Next to Ben’s Deli  
(516) 496-7444

NEW YORK CITY 
40 E. 52nd St. 
(212) 688-4222

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilmen 
James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) and Dan-
iel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) visited a Jamaica 
apartment complex Fri-
day in an effort to help two 
longtime tenants who say 
their superintendent has 
made violent and homopho-
bic threats to them.

“They want Amy [An-
derson] and myself out of 
the building,” said Sergio 
Gonzalez, who is openly 
gay and has lived at 88-22 
Parsons Blvd. for 39 years.

Gonzalez and Ander-
son, the tenant representa-
tive, had formerly had their 
landlords sued by the city 
Department of Housing 
Preservation and Develop-
ment, alleging the owners 
have allowed intolerable 
living conditions to con-
tinue in the building. Gon-
zalez and Anderson said in 
response to the complaints 
the landlords hired John 
Alba to be super at the end 
of 2010.

The tenants claim Alba 
has continuously harassed 
them, pushed them and 
damaged their property out 
of revenge on behalf of the 
landlords. Gonzalez said 
Alba has also used anti-gay 

slurs and spit at him.
“This is not a friendly, 

happy building,” Gennaro 
said. “This is their home. 
Their home should be a 
place of peace and repose.”

Gennaro, whose dis-
trict encompasses the build-
ing, held a rally Friday with 
Dromm, who is openly gay, 
as well as groups that advo-
cate for LGBTs and other 
minorities. While they con-
demned the alleged harass-
ment, Alba recorded and 
took pictures of the rally 
from his window.

When reporters ap-
proached Alba after the 
rally was over, he closed 
the curtains, making an 
obscene hand gesture as he 
did so.

The landlords, known 
as either  New York Afford-
able Housing Association 
III LLC Parsons or Colonial 
Management LLC, said 
they had no comment on 
the dispute.

But Alba did have a 
defender in Thornton Hub-
bard, who claimed to be the 
vice president of a tenant 
association for the build-
ing. Hubbard said before 
Alba was hired, the build-
ing never had a super liv-
ing on the premises and 
people used to smoke crack 
in the halls.

He said Alba installed 
cameras on every floor 
and the building has been 
safer.

“He’s slandering the 
super’s name,” Hubbard 
said of Gonzalez.

In response, Gonzalez 
said Hubbard was lying and 
was not the vice president 
of any tenant association.

Some of Gonzalez and 
Anderson’s complaints in-
clude leaky roofs, loss of 
heat and sewer lines back-
ing up. Gonzalez said he 
had to use a wastebasket 
to relieve himself after 
his toilet was broken and 
backed up with dirty water 
for days.

Gonzalez showed 
pictures with evidence of 
Alba’s alleged harassment. 
These included cracks in 
Gonzalez’s door after Alba 
allegedly kicked it and tore 
off pictures of Gonzalez’s 
dog. Another photo showed 
a pink lawn chair pressed 
up against the window, 
which Gonzalez said Alba 
or a compatriot of his used 
to spy on him.

Other photos showed 
pictures posted up on the 
walls that said “Perjure-
Perjury. To delibrately [sic] 
testify falsely under oath 
spell’s [sic] jail time.”

Sergio Gonzalez (c.) speaks of the harassment he has allegedly received at the hands of his Jamaica 
apartment’s super. Councilmen James Gennaro (l.) and Daniel Dromm (fourth from r.) and advocates 
from Make the Road New York and other groups joined him. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Jamaica tenants accuse
super of slurring gays
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Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Pet Care with 

Love to Spare.

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s fi rst 

veterinary visit

Expires: June 16, 2012

Grand Opening

Special

BY JOE ANUTA

The members of an 
all-women’s rowing team 
who gathered at the World’s 
Fair Marina Saturday 
have already been through 
the fight of their lives, but 
winning the battle against 
cancer does not make tidy-
ing up Flushing Bay any 
easier.

The Empire Dragon 
Boat Team, made up en-
tirely of breast cancer sur-
vivors, hosted a cleanup 
where volunteers pulled 
shopping carts, syringes, 
old tires and even an en-
gine block out of the waters 
where they practice racing 
once a week.

The idea for the clean-
up was started by Jennifer 
Merendino, who co-founded 
the team along with a nurse 
from the Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center in 

Manhattan, where the Ohio 
native turned New Yorker 
received treatment after 
her diagnosis with breast 
cancer in 2008.

But Merendino was 
not there Saturday.

Despite the mental 
and physical strength she 
gained from racing, her 
cancer metastasized. The 
team’s ranks have steadily 
grown to 50 women since 
its inception, but in Decem-
ber they shrank by one.

Now the cleanup is in 
Meredino’s honor, accord-
ing to her husband Angelo.

“It’s amazing to see 
everyone out here,” he said. 
“She would be so proud.”

Merendino conceived 
of the idea when she was 
going through chemo and 
physical therapy. Her arms 
were weak and racked by 
pain, but she happened to 
see a video of another team 

of cancer survivors.
Dragon boat teams con-

sist of rowers who sit side 
by side and use paddles, as 
opposed to the attached 
oars of a crew team, to pro-
pel a slender craft through 
the water. The boats have a 
drummer in front to keep 
the time and a coach in 

back and are proceeded by 
the head of a dragon. The 
sport comes from a tra-
ditional Chinese holiday, 
but has gained widespread 
popularity.

Merendino was struck 
by the teamwork involved, 
all the women paddling in 
unison through the water. 

Friends and family can 
track her inspiration be-
cause her thoughts are pre-
served in writing.

In fact, her struggle 
with the disease was exten-
sively documented by her 
husband.

Five months after they 
married, Merendino was 
diagnosed and Angelo be-
gan taking photos to docu-
ment the slow deterioration 
of his wife at the website 
mywifesfightwithbreast-
cancer.com, which he de-
signed.

Some of the earlier 
photos show an almost de-
fiant woman shaving her 
head in the mirror, but the 
images also hint at the grim 
realities of chemotherapy 
— hailing a cab with a 
cane, the sidelong looks as 
a bald woman strolls past a 
sidewalk cafe. Eventually 
the scenery is confined to 

hospitals.
But her struggle did 

not stop her teammates 
from moving forward.

Donna Wilson, Meren-
dino’s nurse and co-founder 
of the group, took the front 
seat in one of the team’s 
boats and spent the day 
barking orders at young 
Boy Scouts and volunteers 
in order to whip them into 
shape while the rowers 
looked on.

Alex Herzan was diag-
nosed with breast cancer in 
2009 and cannot say exactly 
why she decided to try out 
dragon boat racing, since 
she is not a fan of swim-
ming, water or boats.

“I said, ‘Are you kid-
ding?’ Flushing Bay at 8 
a.m. on Saturday?” Her-
zan recalled. “I still say 
to myself in the middle of 
paddling, ‘Why am I doing 
this?’”

Members of the Empire Dragon Boat Team cheer after posing for 
their team portrait. Photo by Joe Anuta

Breast cancer survivors row on Flushing Bay to heal 
The Empire Dragon Boat Team hosts cleanup in waters where they practice racing once a week

 4702 30th Avenue, 
Astoria NY 11103 

718-777-1635
www.maxbratwurst.com

Our food is not the only thing that 
is great at Max - our Fun is too!

Max 
Bratwurst Und Bier

 “We are more than happy 
to welcome private parties 

in our party room”.

From our live aired 
soccer games to our 

original German music, 
to our friendly servers, 

you’ll enjoy every second 
you spend in our cozy 

restaurant.

Operation Hours: Monday till Thursday, 11AM-12AM, 
Friday 11AM-2AM��������	�
��AM-2AM������	�
��AM-12AM.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT 
FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING
Sunday, May 20 at 2:30 PM   FREE TOUR AND CONCERT
Second Annual Sacred Sites Open House
Tour at 2:30pm followed by a concert, East 
Meets West. The Conservancy’s Sacred Sites 
Program is the only non-profit statewide 
program in the nation responding to the 
unique preservation needs of historic religious 
properties. Moreover, the synagogue is the 
recipient of the first-ever Historic Synagogue Fund award: 
a challenge grant for the restoration of its monumental stained 
glass windows and wood sash.

Saturday, May 26 at 7:30 PM   
Tikkun Leil Shavuot
Come join us for Tikkun Leil Shavuot 
for worship, study, and refreshments. 

Sunday, May 27 at 10:30 AM   
Shavuot/Yizkor Service
Come and participate with us in the 
timed-honored practice of remembering 
those who have gone before us during our
Shavuot/Yizkor service.

Sunday, June 3 at 3:00 PM
Pax Christi Honoring Rabbi Michael Weisser
Rabbi Michael Weisser to receive 
Peacemaker Award from Pax Christi Metro 
New York (PCMNY) as one of their 2012 
Peacemakers.  Rabbi Weisser is being 
honored for his interfaith outreach and his 
loving response to a KKK Grand Dragon that 
led to transformation and conversion.

For more information, call 212-420-0250 
or visit www.nypaxchristi.org

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing
New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Co

Weekly in May
Tuesdays:         Mindfulness Meditation  7:30PM
Wednesdays:   Adult Ed Class: “The Evolution of God” 7:30PM

Fridays:            Shabbat Evening Service  8PM

Saturdays:       Informal Worship & Torah Study  10:30AM

BY PHIL CORSO

It was a look into the 
past, present and future of 
the Bayside Village Busi-
ness Improvement District 
packed into the same meet-
ing last week, and although 
confrontational at times, 
the conversation had shift-
ed by the meeting’s end to 
the core message of better-
ing local business.

“The goal is to leave 
this room with a healthier 
Bayside,” said Gregg Sul-
livan, ousted executive 
director of the Bayside Vil-
lage BID.

For the first time since 
Sullivan’s firing in Decem-
ber, BID members gathered 
inside All Saints Episcopal 
Church, at 214-35 40th Ave., 
May 8 for a business and 
property owners summit to 
publicly smooth over vari-
ous issues concerning the 
business group.

Those in attendance in-
cluded Sullivan, BID Chair-
man Jim Riso, Uncle Jack’s 
Steakhouse CEO William 
Degel, City Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone), newly appointed BID 
Executive Director Lyle 
Sclair and members of the 
city  Small Business Ad-
ministration.

The meeting was held 
partly in response to an 
initial gathering Sullivan 
and Degel helped launch 
last month, when Bell Bou-
levard business owners 
and residents called on the 
BID to respond to claims 
of inactivity and a lack of 
transparency since Sulli-
van’s firing.

“Nobody denies that 
we did face a huge setback,” 
Riso said in his opening ad-
dress at the May 8 meeting. 
“The last thing I wanted to 
do was fire Gregg.”

Riso said Sullivan’s 
termination was a board 
decision and not his alone. 
The firing came in light of 
behavior that Riso said in-
cluded Sullivan’s conduct-
ing business without the 
board’s approval.

But according to De-
gel, one of the BID’s biggest 
problems in recent months 
has been keeping business 
owners and residents in-
formed as to where their 
taxpayer money was going.

Sullivan said he tried 
to rebut claims made by 
the board about his perfor-
mance at the meeting, but 
infighting made it diffi-
cult for him to get his point 
across.

“I want this to be one 
truth,” Sullivan said.

Dominick Bruccoleri, 
owner of Pappazio restau-
rant, was on the board that 
voted to terminate Sullivan 
and said his biggest issue 
was acting without speak-
ing to the board.

He said Sullivan had 
charged different fees to 
different businesses on 
Bell Boulevard and signed 
contracts even though ex-
ecutive directors were not 
given that responsibility.

“We’re doing damage 
control now,” Bruccoleri 
said. “We could not get 
anything done with him in 
charge.”

Arguments over the de-
cision to fire Sullivan and 
his actions became heated 
at times, as members of 
the board sparred with the 
former executive director 
over different aspects of his 
tenure. The tension became 
so intense that at one point 
Halloran jumped out of his 

seat to put an end to the 
squabbling.

“You’re all killing me,” 
Halloran told the suddenly 
quiet room. “There needs 
to be more input with the 
business owners. What I 
would like to see is for ev-
eryone to move forward.”

The meeting shifted 
focus after Halloran spoke 
out and Sclair took the mi-
crophone to talk about the 
BID’s future with him at 
the helm.

“I think we have a lot 
of opportunity going for-
ward,” Sclair said. “Once I 
understand our challenges, 
we can match our collective 
strengths to face them. It’s 
my job to make you mon-
ey.”

Elizabeth De Leon, 
deputy commissioner of 
the Neighborhood Devel-
opment Division at Small 
Business Services, said she 
was impressed and not dis-
couraged by the emotional 
and heated conversation at 
the meeting. She said of the 
67 city BIDs she oversees, 
the most passionate are the 
ones that thrive.

“It’s amazing to see a 
community come together 
so much,” De Leon said. 
“You guys are headed in 
the right direction.”

Since the meeting, 
Sullivan had both publicly 
and privately said he would 
help Sclair with his new po-
sition however possible.

New Bayside Village Business Improvement District Executive 
Director Lyle Sclair (r.) tells Bayside business owners what he 
plans to do with his new role while his predecessor Gregg Sullivan 
(l.) looks on. Photo by Phil Corso

Bayside BID debates
fi ring former director



10
 QU

EE
NS

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AY

 2
0,

 2
01

2  
  •

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M STOP

paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates offered to fi rst
500 Customers till June 4.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
City Schools Chancel-

lor Dennis Walcott took 
a victory lap around the 
Queens High School for the 
Sciences at York College 
Monday morning after the 
Jamaica school was recog-
nized as one of the best in 
the country by U.S. News & 
World Report last week.

“This is good news and 
we want to sing about it,” 
Walcott said as he toured 
several classrooms early in 
the morning with Principal 
David Marmor.

Citing near-perfect 
proficiency levels on math 
and English exams, the 
magazine awarded the 
school a gold medal, rank-
ing it the fourth best in the 
city, seventh best in the 
state and 52nd best in the 
nation, out of nearly 22,000 
evaluated. 

Some 87 percent of the 
school’s 415 students, 90 
percent of whom are mi-
norities, graduate college-
ready, according to the re-
port.

On state English Re-
gents Exams, 99 percent of 
students tested proficient 
— a figure that was bested 
by students on Math Re-
gents Exams with 100 per-
cent testing proficient.

The school, at 94-50 
159th St., is a specialized 
high school that requires 
applicants to take an en-

trance exam and draws stu-
dents from across the city.

It outranked presti-
gious high schools such 
as Stuyvesant in Manhat-
tan and Bronx Science, al-
though Marmor said it was 
still a struggle to compete 
with those schools when 
attracting the city’s bright-
est.

“I’m trying my best to 
make us more well-known, 
he said.

Assistant Principal 
Lenneen Gibson, who 
worked as a teacher when 
the school opened 10 years 
ago, credited the school’s 
recognition to its “rigorous 
curriculum,” with most 
students taking college-
level and AP classes. U.S. 
News & World Report cited 
the AP participation rate at 
97 percent.

As he popped in and 

out of early morning class-
rooms, Walcott said he ob-
served “great leadership, 
committed teachers and 
students who are engaged 
and expressing them-
selves.”

Teacher Pamela Au-
coin was a bit surprised 
when the city Department 
of Education head stepped 
into her 10th-grade history 
classroom as she and her 
pupils discussed the causes 
leading up to China’s Ti-
ananmen Square student 
protests.

When asked why the 
country’s one-party system 
would seem so unfair to 
some 100,000 students who 
were protesting for govern-
mental reform , sophomore 
Joseph DeRege recited the 
adage that “absolute power 
corrupts absolutely.”

During a visit to Queens High School for the Sciences at York 
College, city Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott greets students 
Stephanie Anciro (l.) and Olajumoke Akinsulure, who is slated to 
attend Brown University. Photo by Christina Santucci

York’s HS for Science gets
thumbs up from Walcott
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UNIVERSAL SCRAPUNIVERSAL SCRAP

FREE PICK 
UP 24/7

JUNK   
  CARS
JUNK   
  CARS

HIGHEST PRICES PAID FOR

855-377-2727

27 Stewart Ave. (Corner of Flushing Ave.) 
Brooklyn, NY 11237

CASH PAID ON SPOT

D FOR

DCA# 1285138 DMV# 7106524

ANY VEHICLE
 ANY CONDITION

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

BY PHIL CORSO
 
A business meeting 

turned deadly last week 
when one man opened fire 
on another before turning 
the weapon on himself in 
an apparent murder-sui-
cide at a hotel near John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port, authorities said.

According to police, 
Gary Zalevsky, 47, of Sun-
ny Isles Beach, Fla., was 
sitting in a private room 
with five other men last 
Thursday near the Hilton 
Garden Inn lobby, at 148-18 
134th St., before he stood up 
and fired five shots into the 
head of Brian Weiss, 31, of 
Davie, Fla.

He then turned the sto-
len .380-caliber Beretta pis-
tol on himself, police said.

Queens District At-
torney Richard Brown said 
authorities were investi-
gating what may have led 
to the dispute between the 

men, but Police Commis-
sioner Raymond Kelly told 
The New York Times they 
may have been linked by 
an Internet vitamin or food 
supplement business proj-
ect.

Police said they have 
not found any relation be-
tween Weiss’ shooting and 

his professional standing. 
Weiss worked as a top offi-
cer for FWM Laboratories, 
a southern Florida com-
pany that marketed health 
supplements online, The 
Times reported.

The state’s Better 
Business Bureau collected 
more than 4,000 complaints 

against Weiss’ company 
in 2009, according to the 
Florida attorney general’s 
office.

One hotel worker said 
he noticed several suspi-
cious, European-looking 
men meeting in a cafe near 
the lobby and speaking an-
other language before hear-

ing the shots. The worker 
said one of the men had 
asked where the bathroom 
was and left the room sec-
onds before the shots were 
fired.

“It was as if he knew,” 
the worker said. “Some-
thing suspicious was going 
on.”

A photo of the scene 
showed what appeared to be 
Weiss lying face-up in a pool 
of blood with what looked 
like Zalevsky hunched over 
a nearby chair after the 
DA said he used the gun to 
shoot himself.

Police said the other 
four men at the table im-
mediately fled the room 
when the shots were fired, 
but were apprehended soon 
after.

Ramon Sterling, 42, 
was on his way home after 
working his shift at the 
nearby Do & Co. catering, 
at 149-32 132nd St., when he 
saw officers from the 106th 

Precinct put the four men 
on the ground in handcuffs. 
He said they appeared to be 
in their mid-30s and Euro-
pean.

“The cops had them all 
on their stomachs,” Ster-
ling said. “It didn’t look like 
they cooperated too much.”

Although police have 
not arrested the other men 
sitting at the table, NYPD 
chief spokesman Paul J. 
Browne said their attempts 
to flee raised skepticism 
among investigators.

According to police, 
the four men asked for law-
yers and were not coopera-
tive upon their question-
ing.

When asked about the 
possibility of the men’s 
connection to Russian or-
ganized crime, Kelly said 
it was unclear, but police 
were not ruling anything 
out. Brown would also not 
comment on any potential 
links.

Police remove a man in handcuffs from the hotel. All four men taken into custody were later released 
and not charged in the murder-suicide. Photo by Christina Santucci

Two dead in murder-suicide at hotel near JFK
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Join us for our 2012 Season

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK
Serving a mix of modern American cuisine with global infl uences.

“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…with its open-air decks, umbrellas, ships wheel and lanterns, and spiffy servers 
in nautical uniforms…serving generous portions of dishes created with high quality ingredients.” — New York Times

OUTDOOR TIKI BAR OVERLOOKING A BEAUTIFUL BOAT MARINA

Waterside Restaurant

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make fi rst left onto Manhasset Ave.
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make fi rst let onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Waterside Restaurant
At the Manhasset Bay Marina

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900
www.lamottas.net
Like us on Facebook

Every Table has a Marina side View of Manhasset Bay

Music on 
Fridays 

7 to 11pm
Music on Sundays

Steel Drummer
4 to 7pm

Memorial Day
to Labor Day

Willets Pt. wants aid after city’s eminent domain fails
BY JOE ANUTA

In the wake of a city decision 
to drop its eminent domain pro-
ceedings, property owners from 
Willets Point called on the city 
Department of Transportation to 
repair the streets of their neigh-
borhood at Monday’s Community 
Board 7 meeting and had a unique 
guest speaker to help make their 
case.

Ralph Paterno, who owns 
property where the city wanted 
to build the first phase of a $3 bil-
lion redevelopment project for the 
area, took to the podium flanked 
by large posters of the pothole-
strewn streets.

“The city will not be in the 
position to actually develop Wil-
lets Point anytime soon or per-
haps ever,” he said. “So I and 
other Willets Point property own-
ers are here tonight to publicly 
ask Community Board 7 to please 
help us put pressure on DOT to 
repair and maintain the Willets 
Point streets.”

The mayor’s office recently 
dropped the bid to condemn prop-

erty in the 20-acre Phase 1 section 
of the plan, but without providing 
any details said the redevelop-
ment project is still moving for-
ward.

Sources with knowledge of a 
city-issued request for proposals 
said that Related Co. and Sterling 
Equities, run by the Wilpon fam-
ily, were awarded a contract to 
build a 12-acre mall across from 
Citi Field.

But that was not on the minds 
of the property owners who spoke 
at the meeting, saying that while 
they paid taxes to the city, they 
were not getting the requisite ser-
vices in return.

“Would you tolerate condi-
tions in front of your house that 
looked like this?” Paterno asked 
before turning to CB 7 Chairman 
Gene Kelty. “Mr. Kelty, back in 
2008 you actually chastised the 
people of Willets Point for not be-
ing vocal enough in demanding 
city services.”

A young man who came to 
the meeting then activated a CD 
player and Kelty’s voice from 2008 
was immediately audible. 

“I can tell you this — if some-
one was taking taxes from me 
and I wasn’t getting my services, 
I certainly wouldn’t be paying my 
taxes,” Kelty said on tape.

DOT said in a statement it 
already repairs potholes in the 
Willets Point area on an ongoing 

basis. DOT replaced 100 potholes 
within the last year, according 
the department, but due to ongo-
ing sewer work and potential in-
frastructure work in the future, 
cannot begin a widespread pav-
ing campaign.

Earlier in the meeting, the 

board passed a resolution stating 
that community boards around 
the city should have a role in de-
ciding whether to close a school 
like Flushing High School, which 
is set to be shuttered and re-
opened under the name Rupert B. 
Thomas Academy at the Flushing 
Campus.

Budget cuts on the city level 
are also threatening after-school 
programs for the area’s youth, ac-
cording to Al Stark, who works 
with the Beacon Program and 
urged the board and community 
to show their outrage at the pro-
posed cuts, which would force 
many after-school programs out 
of existence.

The Coppola family of Col-
lege Point also called on the city 
to be more vigilant in preventing 
the West Nile Virus after Francis 
Coppola’s mother died from the 
disease earlier this year, a case 
the city Department of Health is 
looking into.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566. 

Willets Point property owner Ralph Paterno calls on the city to repair potholes 
in the blighted neighborhood. Photo by Joe Anuta
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Auction Outlet
YOUR DISCOUNT HOME CENTER

Store Hours
Mon to Fri:  8 to 7
Saturdays:  8 to 6
Sundays:  10 to 5

Auction Outlet of Jamaica Inc
215-10 Hempstead Avenue, Queens Village, NY 11429-1222

The “Spring-long” Kitchen Event!SALE!
Ends June 20th, 7pm

CUSTOM CABINETS  CUSTOM PRICING
with

out

CHOOSE FROM

Custom Granite Tops installed within one week!

All Wood Construction
No Flakeboard or Chipboard

We here at Auction Outlet Queens Village are celebrating our 20th year in business.  
The way we achieved this was very simple…

 Going beyond what is expected of us
 Can’t have one without the other

 Always being honest with the customer… Always

Don’t by  by “Fake” list or MSRP prices, then given 70% off.
70% off of what, 

We don’t play games. Ever.
Buyer 

Beware!

Oueens
      illageV
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BY JOE ANUTA

The Queens Museum 
of Art wanted to make sure 
everyone on a recent gal-
lery crawl knew which bor-
ough they were in.

The event was called 
“Vere, Ridgewood Est,” 
which translates from Lat-
in to “Actually, it’s Ridge-
wood.”

Many of the galleries 
along the neighborhood 
walking tour might have 
been mistaken for venues 
in Brooklyn.

“That’s why we called 
it that,” said Tom Finkel-
pearl, executive director of 
the museum.

To highlight the bur-
geoning art scene in west-
ern Queens, the museum 
partnered with several gal-
leries in the area to provide 
an overview of some of the 
venues.

The tour kicked off 
with hotdogs and beer at 

the historic Vander-Ende 
Onderdonk House, which 
sits near a border that once 
caused violent disputes 
between the largely Dutch 
population in Brooklyn and 
the predominately British 
population in what is now 
Queens.

The artists hanging 
out at some of the six stops 
along the walking tour 
seemed more intent on 
bringing the borough to-
gether.

At the enormous in-
dustrial building, at 17-17 
Troutman St., which Fin-
kelpearl touted as the epi-
center of the growing art 
community, one gallery was 
called “Regina Rex,” which 
boasts the Latin words for 
“queen” and “king,” sym-
bolizing a unity between 
the boroughs.

Inside, four large 
paintings were on display 
and the artists who created 
them were on hand to dis-

cuss their work.
Later, participants fil-

tered over to the Bushwick 
Print Shop in the same 
building to get the event’s 
logo printed onto shirts 
and bags by artist Ray 
Cross before heading up to 
a roof deck for a beer and to 
admire the skyline view of 

Manhattan.
Groups of gallery-go-

ers then wandered through 
the row houses and corner 
stores of the neighborhood, 
noses buried in a map of the 
six-stop route. One of those 
stops was a DIY gallery 
called Small Black Door 
run by Matthew Mahler 

and Jonathan Terranova 
out of the basement of a 
house.

The growing pres-
ence of artists in Queens is 
mostly a matter of real es-
tate, according to Mahler.

“It’s a direct extension 
from the spillover from 
Bushwick,” he said, refer-
ring to the Brooklyn neigh-
borhood across the border.

Finkelpearl said the 
neighborhood, made up 
of homeowners rather 
than renters who might be 
pushed out by waves of gen-
trification, has largely wel-
comed the new crowd.

But not everyone owns 
a home, according to one 
gallery owner along the  
way who was concerned 
about the influx.

“The rent is going to 
go up,” said Fred Valen-
tine, who nevertheless said 
the crawl was a success 
and had his small gallery 
packed with curious pa-

trons all day. 
The last stop of the day 

was Gotscheer Hall, a bar 
where a Ridgewood artist 
collective hosted a series of 
events.

After a public forum 
about the connection be-
tween artists spaces and 
the community hosted by 
members of Silent Barn, 
a music and artist venue 
that operated in the neigh-
borhood for years before 
thieves ransacked their 
space and the city subse-
quently  kicked them out 
due to building violations, 
the gallery crawlers were 
treated to an evening of 
drinks, prizes and music to 
cap the museum’s first for-
ay into the Queens neigh-
borhood.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Ray Cross, of the Bushwick Print Lab, uses a silk screen to ink 
T-shirts and handbags with the logo for a Ridgewood art crawl 
hosted by the Queens Museum of Art. Photo by Joe Anuta

Ridgewood touts artistic sensibility during gallery crawl
Walking tour highlights uniquely Queens characteristics and increasing demand for real estate

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Community Board 6 

convened for its monthly 
meeting last week with 
two topics dominating the 
majority of the conversa-
tion: the possible revival 
of the Rockaway line of the 
Long Island Rail Road and 
a planned four-story devel-
opment on 102nd Street in 
Rego Park.

City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forst 
Hills) railed May 9 against 
the proposed revival of the 
Rockaway line, arguing the 
commuter rail that bisects 
parts of Forest Hills would 
be disruptive to residents 
who have built homes in 
the area since the line shut 
down more than 50 years 
ago.

“It will affect the neigh-
borhood in an extremely 

negative way,” said Koslow-
itz. “The train will burden 
residents who have built 
their homes close to those 
tracks. We cannot allow an-
other train to come through 
our neighborhood.”

“It’s an intrusion on 
private property,” she said.

The Regional Rail 
Working Group Rockaway 
Subcommittee, a transit 
advocacy group, released 
options for the line in Feb-
ruary. The options include 
a plan that would build two 
stations at Rego Park and 
Aqueduct Race Track.

The revived railroad 
line could potentially be 
used to shuttle passengers 
from Penn Station to Re-
sorts World Casino and a 
proposed convention center 
at Aqueduct in South Ozone 
Park.

“The city is closing 
schools and shutting down 

after-school programs,” Ko-
slowitz said. “I would like 
to know where the money 
is coming from to rebuild 
this railway.”

Koslowitz said she 

plans to fight “tooth and 
nail” against the reopening 
of the railway and pledged 
to “bring it up at Council 
meetings.”

Prior to Koslowitz, 

representatives of Calien-
do Architects spoke to the 
board about demolishing 
an existing building, at 65-
39 102nd St., and rebuilding 
it as a four-story residential 
building with ground-level 
space for a medical office.

“The building has 
been vacant for a number of 
years, plus the office space 
is obsolete,” said Jerry Cal-
iendo, adding the new med-
ical office will sit on the 
ground level below three 
new residential dwellings. 
“The building will be built 
with the existing charac-
ter of the neighborhood in 
mind.”

Neighborhood char-
acteristics were not the 
chief concern of Emanuel 
Alayev, who lives close to 
the proposed development, 
and parking problems is 
just one issue he foresees 
with the new structure.

“Besides the parking 
problems, this building 
will look directly into mine 
and my neighbors’ yards 
and windows,” he said. “It 
will destroy our privacy.”

Even with complaints 
from Alayev, the board’s 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mittee voted to approve the 
application for the build-
ing.

The board also voted 
to approve a street activ-
ity permit for the Forest 
Hills Greenmarket to oper-
ate between 69th Road and 
70th Avenue Sundays from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. starting in 
July and running through 
November.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Sandy Anagnostou, of Caliendo Architects, presented CB 6 with 
renderings of a potential residential building in Rego Park. While 
the board approved the building, a resident complained the struc-
ture would compromise his privacy. Photo by Steve Mosco

Koslowitz rips Rockaway rail revival as bad idea
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St. John’s graduation is sea of red
St. John’s University held its 142nd commencement exercises Sunday afternoon. (Clockwise from top l.) officials estimated that includ-
ing students, staff, family and friends about 19,000 were in attendance; Dan Bart, who received a master’s degree in accounting, gen-
uflects like Tim Tebow; one student sports sandals; Bradley Jacques (r.) of Richmond Hill reaches over to hug his grandmother Marie 
Fortunat Sr. after he received his diploma; (l.-r.) Imran Khan, Shaban Khan (c.) and Sherizan Khan cross the stage; Albert Chen Tseng (l.) 
adjusts his daughter Wan Chen Tseng’s cap; and Angela Eyer (l.) and Angela SIhn catch Sophia Petrillo after she returned to the student 
procession area. Photos by Christina Santucci 
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Sunnyside baker wins $10K on ‘Sweet Genius’ show
Angela Cuervo and mom Lynn Chauca of Mario’s Restaurant show dessert smarts on Food Network

BY REBECCA HENELY

Sunnyside resident 
Angela Cuervo became 
a baker after watching a 
cooking show when she 
was 19. Six years later, she 
won one.

Cuervo, who works 
with her parents at Mario’s 
Restaurant and operates 
her own cake baking busi-
ness through the website 
makingthatcake.com, be-
came one of the few recipi-
ents of the $10,000 grand 
prize on the Food Network’s 
“Sweet Genius.”

Each week on the 
show, four contestants go 
through three rounds of 
making different types of 
desserts. These sweets must 
be based on whimsical “in-
spirations,” like a unicorn 
or a hot air balloon, and 
include two mandatory 
ingredients, which can be 
common items like Italian 

maraschino cherries or 
unconventional items like 
spinach.

The baker with the 
worst creation is elimi-
nated after each round and 
the last baker standing is 
named a Sweet Genius.

The competition is 
hosted by Manhattan cake 
baker Ron Ben-Israel, 
whose bald head and ten-
dency to announce difficult 
challenges with a sadistic 
glee in his thick Israeli ac-
cent have earned him com-
parisons to James Bond vil-
lains by journalists and TV 
critics.

But Cuervo, who met 
Ben-Israel at a baking event 
in the city before the com-
petition, said he is not as 
sinister as he appears.

“He’s a really nice 
guy” Cuervo said. “He’s a 
funny guy, but he’s critiqu-
ing other people’s work, so 
you have to be truthful.”

In a first, Cuervo com-

peted against her mother, 
Lynn Chauca, and a father 
and son from Oneida, N.Y., 
for the episode “Relative 
Genius,” which debuted 
May 3. Chauca, a Manhat-
tan native who moved to 
the Sunnyside-Woodside 
area when she was 16, said 
she has baked since she was 
8 years old, and through 
self-teaching began doing it 
professionally after she and 
her husband, chef Carlos 
Chauca, opened Mario’s, at 
43-04 47th Ave., together 26 
years ago.

“We started very 
young not knowing, but 
it all worked out,” Lynn 
Chauca said.

Cuervo began working 
at Mario’s in her teens, but 
a cooking show inspired 
her to become a baker. She 
was trained at the Institute 
of Culinary Education in 
Manhattan.

Cuervo and Lynn 
Chauca had thought they 

would be baking as a team 
and were shocked to find 
out when they went in for 
filming in January that 
they would have to face 
each other. Nevertheless, 
Cuervo got encourage-
ment from her mother to go 
through with it.

“She kind of talked me 
through it and said, ‘This is 
what you do,’” Cuervo said.

Some writers online 
have criticized Cuervo for 
the chocolate dessert she 
made in the first round: 
a chocolate molten cake 
made with spinach and 
cherry sauce with passion 
fruit, since Lynn Chauca 
made the cherry sauce. Cu-
ervo said since she added 
the passion fruit, she made 
it her own.

“If that was cheating, I 
would never have done it,” 
Cuervo said. “I knew the 
rules.”Lynn Chauca (l.) and Angela Cuervo recently baked unique des-

serts for Chef Ron Ben-Israel on his Food Network show “Sweet 
Genius.” Cuervo won a $10,000 prize. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Astoria studio gets OK for outdoor lot: Schumer
BY REBECCA HENELY

Let the filming begin!
Less than a week after 

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-N.Y.) asked the National 
Park Service to nix another 
review of Kaufman Astoria 
Studios’ plans to create an 
outdoor movie lot in As-
toria, the federal agency 
switched gears and gave 
the project, and by exten-
sion potential films and 
television shows, the green 
light last week.

“We can finally say, 
‘Action,’” Schumer said in a 
statement. “With National 
Park’s sign-off, the project 
can move forward on sched-
ule and begin competing 
for major productions with 
places like Los Angeles and 
Toronto.”

A $2 million expan-
sion has been in the works 
for Kaufman Astoria Stu-
dios, at 34-12 36th St. The 
studio, which dates back to 

the silent film era, has been 
hoping to close down 36th 
Street between 34th and 
35th avenues to create an 
outdoor lot, the first one in 
New York City.

Since the studio is 
on National Park Service 
land deeded to the city spe-
cifically for film purposes, 
the project has required 
the approval of the federal 
agency.

Through the city’s 
Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure, the outdoor 
studio lot already has re-
ceived approval from the 
city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission and the 
state Historic Preservation 
Office. Both organizations 
gave the OK to closing the 
street and allowing con-
struction of the studio lot, 
although the city Public De-
sign Commission requested 
that an entrance gate be 
located on 35th Avenue be 
redesigned.

Because of the change, 

the National Park Service 
requested another review.

Schumer visited the 
Astoria studio and wrote 
a letter to National Park 

Service Director Jonathan 
Jarvis May 3, urging him 
to cancel the review. The 
senator contended it could 
take another three months 

and potentially cause the 
studio to miss out on film 
projects for the 2013 sum-
mer filming season.

On May 9, Schumer 

announced that Jarvis had 
acquiesced to Schumer’s 
request and waived the ad-
ditional review.

The senator said this 
will prevent the city from 
losing jobs that could have 
gone to other cities.

“I want to thank the 
National Parks Service for 
responding to our concerns 
so promptly and for under-
standing that the only thing 
that needed to be cut from 
this production was the red 
tape,” Schumer said.

Plans for the studio 
entrance, which will abut 
Kaufman Astoria Studios 
and the Museum of the 
Moving Image, include a 
silver gated structure with 
a spiral staircase and walk-
way that looks like it is 
made up of steel beams and 
a security booth outside.

On top of the walkway 
a sign reads  “Kaufman As-
toria Studios” in large blue 
letters. The studio’s logo is 
also on the gate.

The National Park Service approved construction of an outdoor filming lot at Kaufman Studios short-
ly after U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer (c.) visited the Astoria location earlier this month. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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Police recovered the knife the disgruntled man used on both his wife and himself before officers shot 
and killed him. Photo courtesy NYPD

BY PHIL CORSO

Police shot and killed 
an enraged, knife-wielding 
man last Thursday night 
after he used the weapon to 
stab both himself and his 
wife, the NYPD said.

According to police, 
officers responded to a 911 
call around 8:30 p.m. from 
a married couple’s 17-year-
old daughter that her father 
stabbed himself in the neck 
and collapsed. When they 
arrived at their apartment, 
at 61-47 223rd Place, near 
Cardozo High School in 
Oakland Gardens, police 
said they saw that Samuel 
Rivers, 50, had used a knife 
on both himself and his 
wife Sharon Rivers, 51, and 
was standing outside the 
home.

After refusing to drop 
the weapon in an out-
door confrontation near 

the courtyard outside the 
apartment, officers shot 
Samuel Rivers in the neck 
and chest, killing him, po-
lice said.

Police said there was 
no evidence of any previous 
criminal history for either 
Samuel Rivers or his wife.

Both were taken to 
North Shore-LIJ Hospital 
in Manhasset, L.I., where 
the husband was pro-
nounced dead on arrival 
and his wife was listed in 
critical condition with stab 
wounds to her chest and 
neck, police said.

It was unclear whether 
Samuel Rivers died from 
the gunshots or self-inflict-
ed knife wounds, police 
said.

Police recovered the 
knife from the scene.

Crime tape and spat-
tered blood were still vis-

ible at the scene Friday 
morning as cops said they 
were still investigating and 
looking for evidence involv-
ing an apparent domestic 
dispute.

Danny Park, 48, has 
lived with his family in the 
upstairs apartment for four 
years. According to Park, 
Sharon Rivers lived with 
her 17-year-old daughter in 
the downstairs apartment 
for almost 20 years. He said 
his neighbors were quiet 
and all of his passing en-
counters were friendly.

“I would say ‘hi’ to 
them all the time,” Park 
said. “They were always 
quiet and nice. They never 
had any problems with us.”

A nearby neighbor 
who lives on the other side 
of the courtyard said she 
heard what sounded like 
a firecracker early last 
Thursday night, but did not 

think it was a gunshot. She 
said children often play in 
the area and she never 
would have guessed that 
there was a violent dispute 
across the courtyard.

After hearing the news 
of what had happened, 
the neighbor said she was 
caught off-guard and never 
suspected such violence so 
close to home.

“I was devastated to 
hear the news,” the neigh-
bor said. “I’m thinking this 
was an isolated incident 
in this neighborhood. But 
timing is of the essence. If 
a kid might have seen that, 
it could be terrifying to 
them.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

BY REBECCA HENELY

The seven Queens 
schools that the city Panel 
for Educational Policy 
voted to close were given 
new names last week, but 
two western Queens legis-
lators said they were more 
concerned with the future 
results of the closure.

“I understand the sym-
bolic importance of chang-
ing the names of these 
schools, but it doesn’t make 
what happened any less 
frustrating or disappoint-
ing,” state Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said in a 
statement.

In late April, the panel 
voted to shut multiple high 
schools across the city that 
had been classified as per-
sistently lowest-achieving, 
which is defined as having 
graduation rates of less 
than 60 percent in previ-
ous years. In the closure, 

or “turnaround” model, 
the schools will be closed at 
the end of the 2011-12 school 
year with at least 50 percent 
new staff and a new name.

City Schools Chan-
cellor Dennis Walcott an-
nounced those names for 
the schools last Thursday. 
In western Queens, Long 
Island City High School, 
at 14-30 Broadway in Asto-
ria, is now Global Scholars 
Academies of Long Island 
City; William Cullen Bry-
ant HS, at 48-10 31st Ave. in 
Astoria, has had its name 
changed to Academy of Hu-
manities and Applied Sci-
ence at the William Cullen 
Bryant Campus; and New-
town HS, at 48-01 90th St. in 
Elmhurst, is now College 
and Career Academies HS 
at Newtown Campus.

Walcott said in a state-
ment the new names, cho-
sen by the institutions, 
honor the schools’ histories 

and a potential better fu-
ture.

“This is an exciting 
day for thousands of stu-
dents and their school com-
munities, turning a page 
and looking ahead to a 
fresh start next fall,” Wal-
cott said.

But state Assembly-
woman Aravella Simotas 
(D-Astoria), an alumna of 
Bryant HS who has both 
that school and the former 
Long Island City HS in 
her district, said the new 
names are the least press-
ing concern in the radical 
remake of the schools.

“The things that we 
should be focused on are the 
teachers that are going to 
be teaching at these schools 
and the feeling among stu-
dents,” Simotas said.

The assemblywoman 
said it remains to be seen 
whether the closure will re-
sult in better test or gradu-

ation results. She also said 
the students have been hurt 
by the classification that 
they were attending a fail-
ing school.

“You can see the emo-
tional strain that it has 
taken on them this school 
year,” Simotas said.

The new names for 
the borough’s other closed 
schools include the Future 
Leaders HS at the John 
Adams Campus, in Ozone 
Park; School of Opportu-
nities at the August Mar-
tin Campus, in Jamaica; 
the 21st Century School of 
Richmond Hill; and the Ru-
pert B. Thomas Academy at 
the Flushing Campus.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.William Cullen Bryant High School will now be called the Academy 

of Humanities and Applied Science at the William Cullen Bryant 
Campus as part of its closure. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Police kill man who stabbed wife in Bayside

New names unveiled for Queens schools slated to close
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Queens’ gay community salutes Obama
BY REBECCA HENELY
 
The western Queens 

LGBT community and their 
allies sent a giant postcard 
to the White House last 
Thursday, thanking Presi-
dent Barack Obama for 
coming out in support of 
same-sex marriage.

“I never thought in 
my life that I would have 
ever see a sitting president 
support marriage equal-
ity,” said City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), who is openly 
gay.

Coming on the heels of 
a proposed amendment to 
North Carolina’s constitu-
tion which passed with 61 
percent of the vote and de-
creed a marriage between 
one man and one woman to 
be the only domestic legal 
union recognized in the 
state, Obama announced in 
an interview with ABC that 
he was in support of same-

sex marriage.
Previously, the presi-

dent had said he was per-
sonally against same-sex 
marriage, although he was 
in support of civil unions 
for same-sex couples. He 

credited his family, friends 
and Vice President Joe 
Biden, who had announced 
his endorsement of mar-
riage equality May 6, with 
changing his mind.

New York became the 

sixth state in the country 
to recognize same-sex mar-
riage in July 2011. Queens’ 
other openly gay council-
man, Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), who is 
planning to be married to 

his longtime partner Dan 
Hendrick in July, said in a 
statement he was moved by 
the president’s support.

“I remember shedding 
a tear the night President 
Obama was elected, as so 
many of us were filled with 
hope for him and our coun-
try,” Van Bramer said. “To-
day, that promise of hope 
is fulfilled yet again for so 
many in such a profound 
way.”

Dromm arranged a 
news conference to send 
Obama a giant thank you 
postcard last week at the 
Jackson Heights post of-
fice, at 78-02 37th Ave. 
While some have credited 
Obama’s change of heart 
to political reasons or have 
criticized him for not sup-
porting what many see as 
a civil rights issue earlier, 
Dromm said what was im-
portant was that he had 
done the right thing.

“[People] can evolve 

on this issue and they can 
change their mind on this 
issue,” Dromm said.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg made a speech 
in support of same-sex 
marriage and criticized 
North Carolina’s amend-
ment Sunday after the vote 
at the University of North 
Carolina’s commencement 
speech. The university au-
dience greeted his address 
with applause.

Gary Paul Gilbert, 
of the Empire State Pride 
Agenda, said that while 
New York state’s marriage 
laws give same-sex couples 
1,324 protections, they are 
barred from 1,138 addition-
al federal rights.

“[Obama] has recog-
nized that only civil mar-
riage can give same-sex 
couples the same rights 
and protections as every 
couple,” Gilbert said.

LGBT advocates and allies sign a giant postcard to be sent to President Barack Obama after his sup-
port for marriage equality last week. Openly gay City Councilman Daniel Dromm (r.) arranged the 
event. Photo by Rebecca Henely

BY JOE ANUTA
 
There are currently 

two competing versions of 
a women’s rights bill exten-
sion on the federal level, 
but Queens lawmakers are 
not waiting for a resolution 
and have introduced state 
legislation to protect the 
anonymity of victims’ im-
migration status when they 
report domestic violence.

State Assemblywom-
an Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing) and state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
announced The New York 
State Violence Against 
Women Act at Queens Bor-
ough Hall last Thursday.

Both the U.S. Senate 
and the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives have legisla-
tive proposals  that would 
extend the federal Violence 
Against Women Act, first 
passed in 1994 and renewed 
twice with bipartisan sup-
port. The federal law pro-
tects women against vio-
lence, sexual or otherwise, 

and increases penalties for 
certain types of rapes.

But Congress and the 
U.S. Senate differ on what 
should be included in the 
latest iteration.

A House subcommittee 
passed a version that took 
out provisions protecting 
illegal immigrants, which 
is what prompted the out-
cry from the Queens law-

makers.
“For Congress to even 

consider tweaking this law 
is really ridiculous and of-
fensive to women,” said 
Meng, who is running for 
Congress, but insists the 
bill has nothing to do with 
her bid.

To compensate should 
the bill pass the full House 
and Senate, Meng and 

Stavisky’s legislation would 
ensure an extra protection 
on the state level.

Their bill would en-
sure law enforcement of-
ficials handling cases of 
domestic violence could not 
ask about the immigration 
status of the victim nor re-
port that status if he or she 
became aware of it.

The legislation would 

also allow a judge to consid-
er if an abuser attempted to 
silence a victim by threat-
ening to reveal that victim’s 
immigration status.

But the proposed state 
bill could not remedy two 
aspects of the federal ver-
sion.

First, the federal bill 
up for renewal provided 
temporary visas to illegal 
immigrants who were be-
ing abused by the same 
people sponsoring their 
quest for citizenship. The 
bill also opened up a differ-
ent path to citizenship for 
some victims.

But the act has been 
tweaked as well by Demo-
crats.

The U.S. Senate’s ver-
sion has also come under 
fire for what some have 
called political additions 
designed to create contro-
versy in an election year.

Along with protecting 
the immigration status of 
victims of domestic vio-
lence, the U.S. Senate ver-

sion would hand out more 
temporary visas. In previ-
ous years, 10,000 visas were 
given out. This year, the 
U.S. Senate bill would add 
5,000 more.

The bill would also 
extend protection to vic-
tims of domestic violence 
on Indian reservations and 
to same-sex couples, which 
rankled Republicans, who 
said the obvious partisan 
issues will allow Demo-
crats to conveniently de-
clare a “war on women” in 
an election cycle.

But Stavisky disputed 
that claim in a statement.

“There are some on the 
other side of the aisle who 
say that Democrats have 
manufactured a phoney 
‘war on women.’ There’s 
nothing phony about feder-
al legislatures trying to re-
move critically important 
rights and protections,” she 
said. “We should be mak-
ing it easier for women who 
need police help to seek it.”

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (l.-r.); Ann Jawin, of the Center for the Women of New York; and state 
Assemblywoman Grace Meng discuss the lawmakers’ proposed bill to protect immigrant victims of 
domestic violence. Photo by Joe Anuta

Electeds pen bill to protect abused immigrants
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BY PHIL CORSO

The newest advertise-
ments showed children 
with clocks covering their 
eyes below the slogan, “It’s 
9 a.m. Do you know where 
your kids are?”

Keeping kids in school 
was the primary message 
last week when Mayor 
Michael R. Bloomberg 
launched a new $9 million 
city ad campaign at PS 91 
Richard Arkwright School, 
at 68-10 Central Ave. in 
Glendale to fight what he 
called chronic absenteeism 
and truancy in schools.

It was the start of the 
largest effort in the nation 
to inform parents that stu-
dents who routinely miss 
school are more likely to 
fail, the mayor said.

“When the students 
miss school, it jeopardizes 
their ability to keep up in 
school,” Bloomberg said. “It 
is a child’s first step down 
the wrong path in life.”

The campaign was 
introduced last Thursday 
with support from AT&T 
and the private, nonprofit 
Ad Council  to target par-
ents and guardians to rein-
force the consequences of 
missing school to students. 
New advertisements will 
be seen on city subways, 
newsstands, buses, bus 
stations and MetroCards, 
Bloomberg said.

It was a campaign that 
John Feinblatt, the mayor’s 
chief policy adviser, said is 
aimed at reminding New 
Yorkers about the cam-
paign’s simple message: Ev-

ery Student, Every Day.
“National research 

tells us that three out of 
four sixth-graders who are 
chronically absent will not 
graduate,” Feinblatt said. 
“Of juveniles arrested in 
New York City, 79 percent 
had been chronically ab-
sent prior to their arrest. 
This campaign will help 
amplify the message that 
getting our kids to school 
every day is critical to their 
success.”

The ads will encour-
age New Yorkers to call 311 
or text “school” to 30364 
for prompts on how to log 
on to the new Truancy and 
Absenteeism Help Cen-
ter through schoolevery-
daynyc.org.

According to 
Bloomberg, students who 
miss 20 days or more in a 
single year have a drasti-
cally reduced chance of 
graduating.

“The numbers are not 
surprising,” Bloomberg 

Quinn Corcino (c.) is congratulated for his change in attitude, 
which reduced the amount of days he missed school. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Mayor launches truancy campaign in  Glendale
said. “If you’re not in 
school, you can’t learn.”

The mayor also an-
nounced new resources to 
connect parents with sup-
port  to address their child’s 
needs as part of the initia-
tives of his Interagency 
Task Force on Truancy, 
Chronic Absenteeism and 
School Engagement. 

Bloomberg said the 
task force’s strategies were 
active in 50 pilot schools 
across the city, which in-
cluded 31,000 students. Of 
those students, 4,000 were 
assigned mentors to reduce 
absenteeism and work to-
gether to improve personal 
behavior.

Fifth-grader Quinn 

Corcino Jr. spoke in sup-
port of the mayor’s plans 
to promote attendance 
through the use of mentors 
and positive influence.

“I used to be out a lot. I 
missed 29 days last year, but 
only three so far this year 
and no more,” Quinn said. 
“I got lots of awards this 
year because of that, which 

feels so great. My success 
mentor is the reason I will 
never miss school.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

NYC Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott addresses the crowd. 

Photo by Nykeema Williams
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M according to board mem-

bers they were told by the 
NYPD that all excavated 
contaminated material 
would be taken away.

“They promised 
the community that all 
contaminated material 
would be removed,” said 
James Cervino, an en-
vironmental expert and 

board member, who spoke 
on behalf  of  CB 7. “They 
told us at the meetings 
that they were going to 
remove the material.”

But a 2010 plan drawn 
up by the city Department 
of Design and Construction 
indicates that much of the 
soil dug up at the site will 
instead be stored in large 
piles and then reused on 
the site, unless it exceeds 
a certain level of toxicity. 
Eventually, the entire site 
will be capped with 2 feet 

of clean soil or an impervi-
ous medium like asphalt or 
concrete, according to the 
plan.

Inspector Terrence 
Riley, of the NYPD, said he 
was at all the meetings and 
never heard mention that 
all contaminated material 
would be removed from the 
site.

“It was never specifi-
cally discussed and we are 
certainly doing whatever 
is necessary for the safety 
of the community as well 

as the employees,” said Ri-
ley, who added that he had 
reached out to CB 7 after 
hearing from TimesLedger 
Newspapers.

Contaminated soil re-
moved from construction 
sites in New York state may 
be subject to regulations 
surrounding solid waste, 
but the soils can be exempt 
from those regulations if 
they have a beneficial use 
on site, according to state 
regulations.

In this case, that bene-

ficial use is to reuse the fill 
by putting it back into foun-
dation holes, which would 
minimize truck traffic and 
in a sense recycle the soil, 
which is what Turner/STV, 
the contractor hired by the 
city,  is planning to do, ac-
cording to the DDC plan.

But board members 
said that is not what they 
signed up for and want the 
offending earth removed.

“On other residen-
tial or commercial jobs, 
they would get in trouble,” 

Cervino said. “It’s shock-
ing. They promised the 
community that what 
comes out of the hole will 
be removed.”

The academy site will 
eventually include class-
rooms, dorms, training 
facilities, a museum and 
parking for cadets.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

Academy

Peninsula Hospital in 
Far Rockaway closed its 
doors in April, close to 104 
years after it first opened in 
the beach community. The 
shuttering of the 173-bed 
facility, which employed 
about 1,000 people, leaves 
one hospital on the penin-
sula: St. John’s Episcopal 
in Far Rockaway. 

City Health Commis-
sioner Nirav Shah was on 
the receiving end of much 
of the criticism from both 
residents and elected offi-
cials last Thursday, many 

of whom said the public 
hearing should have been 
held before the hospital 
shut its doors in April.

Before abruptly leav-
ing at 5 p.m. — a full two 
hours before the scheduled 
end of the hearing — Shah 
said the peninsula has suf-
fered from a lack of health 
care for too long.

“I wish there was a sil-
ver bullet that could solve 
the health care issues of 
this peninsula,” he said. 
“We are doing all that we 
can to ensure proper health 
care for this community.”

Shah’s comments were 
not well-received — espe-
cially when attendees re-
alized the commissioner 

slipped out of the hearing 
without making his exit 
public. 

“I’m disappointed that 
Mr. Shah did not see fit to 
stay past 5 p.m. In my opin-
ion, four hours is not too 
much to ask when you are 
a public servant,” said City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park). “He is the 
commissioner, he is a pub-
lic servant. He works for us, 
we do not work for him.”

Ulrich said many of 
his constituents used Pen-
insula Hospital as their 
primary care facility. He 
said he fears many will not 
make it to other area hospi-
tals when their lives are on 
the line in an emergency 

situation.
“Closing Peninsula 

adds critical minutes to 
every ambulance ride,” 
he said. “The fact that the 
hospital remains shuttered 
with no emergency room 
and no plan that we know of 
is reprehensible and unac-
ceptable. And the fact that 
we don’t have a plan com-
ing from the Department of 
Health is inexcusable.”

The hearing was con-
vened in accordance with 
the Hospital Closure Act, 
which requires a commu-
nity meeting hosted by 
the Health Department. A 
report will be generated 
based on the public com-
ments.

Continued from Page 1
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nor arrested.
The 103rd, which cov-

ers Hollis and downtown 
Jamaica, ranked eighth in 
the city in terms of the to-
tal number of stops and the 
number of those who were 
innocent, according to the 
New York Civil Liberties 
Union report.

Leroy Gadsden, presi-
dent of the Jamaica branch 
of the NAACP, said the Po-
lice Department has failed 
to provide evidence that the 
increase in stop-and-frisk 
numbers have caused a de-
crease in crime.

“If you stop me, not 
because you have a reason-
able suspicion, but because 
I’m a black man, that’s ille-
gal and discriminatory and 
does not lead to a stop in 
crime,” he said. “In order to 
have a reduced crime rate, 
you need a positive rela-
tionship between the police 
in the community.”

Gadsden is planning 

a town hall meeting to dis-
cuss the recent numbers 
May 22 at the Mt. Olivet 
Baptist Church in Hollis, 
202-03 Hollis Ave.

The NAACP is also 
organizing a bus to carry 
protesters from the Jamai-
ca branch, 189-26 Linden 
Blvd., at noon to Manhat-
tan for a Father’s Day silent 
march June 17 down Fifth 
Avenue. 

The NYCLU’s analysis 
found that while the num-
ber of stop-and-frisk inci-
dents throughout the city 
has increased nearly seven-
fold since 2003, the number 
of guns found has not kept 
pace.

In 2003, the NYPD 
recovered one gun for ev-
ery 266 people stopped, 
compared to one firearm 
recovered for every 2,982 
additional people stopped 
last year, according to the 
NYCLU.

“The NYPD’s own 
data undermine many of 

the Bloomberg administra-
tion’s justifications for the 
stop-and-frisk program,” 
said NYCLU Executive Di-
rector Donna Lieberman. 
“Contrary to the mayor and 
police commissioner’s as-
sertions, the massive spike 
in the number of stops has 
done little to remove fire-
arms from the streets. In-
stead, it has violated the 
constitutional rights of 
millions of people and cor-
roded the ability of commu-
nities of color to trust and 
respect the police.”

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
said he believed more 
transparency would open 
a dialogue between the 
NYPD and neighborhoods 
so community members 
feel they are not being un-
fairly targeted.

“They should be re-
porting and in consulta-
tion with the community at 
meetings once a month on 
how they’re doing and why 
they’re doing what they’re 
doing,” he said.

The councilman said 

he would be co-hosting a 
town hall meeting with 
state Assemblyman Wil-
liam Scarborough (D-Ja-
maica) June 7 at the Robert 
Ross Johnson Family Life 
Center on Linden Boule-
vard to discuss the city 
Public Advocate Bill de 
Blasio’s plan to reform the 
NYPD program..

“One reason [NYPD 
Commissioner Ray] Kelly 
is doing this is because he’s 
lost so many police person-
nel,” Comrie said.

Tactics such as in-
creasing police presence 
and targeted sweeps, the 
councilman said, are more 
effective in removing guns 
from streets. 

State Sen. Shirley 
Huntley (D- Jamaica) has 
also planned a town hall 
meeting for May 19, 11 a.m., 
at the Springfield Commu-
nity Church, 177-06 129th 
Ave.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

Stop-frisk
Of the 10 most costly 

blocks in Queens, areas in 
Douglaston and Oakland 
Gardens made up almost 
half, according to a report 
by propertyshark.com, a 
real estate search engine 
and research site.

Marketing analyst 
Laura Gatea from proper-
tyshark.com said the high-
er prices in the area might 
be related to its proximity 
to Long Island.

“The northern part of 
the borough seems to be a 
little bit more pricey than 
the rest of eastern Queens,” 
Gatea said. “Houses are 
higher in value there and 
reside in wealthier areas.”

But Gatea said the staff 
at propertyshark.com was 
surprised to have learned 
that the most expensive 
block in Queens was actu-
ally far into the opposite 
direction.

According to the re-
port, the priciest block in 
the borough was located in 
Belle Harbor/Neponsit in 
the Rockaways, where the 
median sale price on the 
beachfront block, between 
145th Street and Beach 
146th Street, was $2.5 mil-
lion.

“We found that the 
area there is actually very 
small and in a community 
that has been well taken 
care of,” Gatea said.

For the study, prop-
ertyshark.com used me-
dian sale prices for all of 
the blocks in Queens with 
at least three home sales 
since 2010.

Out of the top 10, Forest 
Hills blocks took the sec-
ond, third and fourth spots 
in a community Gatea said 

was well-known for pricey 
homes and well-heeled resi-
dents. On those blocks, she 
said, prices ranged from 
$1.35 million to $1.66 mil-
lion. The most expensive 
sale on those blocks was a 
single-family home at 98 
Ascan Ave., which went for 
$1.7 million, according to 
the report.

Other areas in the lat-
ter half of the list included 
pricey blocks in Douglas-
ton, Oakland Gardens and 
Jamaica Estates.

The priciest blocks in 
Douglaston included one 
boxed between Depew Av-
enue and Poplar Street as 
well as 240th Street and 
243rd Street. Another piece 
of property between Leeds 
Road and Thornhill Avenue 
also made the list.

In Oakland Gardens, 
top-ranking blocks were 
found near the corner of 
East Hampton Boulevard 
and 56th Road as well as 
the properties boxed be-
tween 64th Avenue, 67th 
Avenue, 231st Street and 
230th Street.

Gatea said areas in 
Whitestone and Murray 
Hill were not far behind, 
ranking just outside the 
top 10 list with high price 
values.

Blocks throughout 
southeast Queens, includ-
ing Jamaica, St. Albans and 
Cambria Heights, Gatea 
said, had some of the lowest 
values in the borough.

“I think it’s good for 
Queens residents to see so 
many blocks doing so well 
in their area,” Gatea said. 
“It shows there are really 
nice communities out there 
that some people outside of 
the borough might not real-
ize.”

Continued from Page 1
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