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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Supporters of union work-

ers at Ozanam Hall gathered out-
side the Bayside nursing home 
last week to call on the bishop of 

Brooklyn to put an end to policies 
they contend are detrimental to 
patient care, although one area 
lawmaker was noticeably miss-
ing.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) had announced he 

would attend the Friday morning 
meeting across from the home on 
201st Street, but his invitation 
was retracted by UFCW Local 
342 after he had a conference call 
with Ozanam management late 
last Thursday.

“I was politely dis-invited,” 
explained Avella, who said man-
agement reached out to him the 
day before to share their side of 
the story.

The union’s 400-plus work-
Continued on Page 17

Avella ensnared in Ozanam talks
Union rallies outside Bayside nursing home after disinviting state senator 

111th offi cer  
helped drug 
dealer: Feds

BY PHIL CORSO

An officer from the 111th Pre-
cinct has been suspended without 
pay and faces several department 
sanctions, police said, after being 
charged with playing a part in as-
sisting a Jamaica drug dealer.

A federal investigation of a 
heroin ring found the Bayside cop 
was allegedly supplying informa-
tion on license plates and narcot-
ics probes to a dealer from Jamai-
ca, the U.S. attorney in Brooklyn 
said.

Officer Devon Daniels, 30, 
was arrested May 15 on charges 
of unlawful searches of law en-
forcement databases. He entered 
no plea at his arraignment in 
Brooklyn federal court and was 
released on $150,000 bond with 
home confinement and electronic 
monitoring, officials said.

Prosecutors said a wiretap 
from the federal Drug Enforce-
ment Administration found that 
Daniels provided police informa-
tion from the FBI and NYPD da-
tabases to Jamaica heroin dealer 
Guy Curtis, head of the drug-deal-
ing organization Pov City, by run-
ning license plate information, 
providing an official police park-
ing placard and tipping him off 
with inside information on nar-
cotics investigations.

Police said Curtis pleaded 
guilty to federal charges of con-

Continued on Page 16
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Bayside BID on course 
to hold board elections

Pages 33-38

READY FOR A CAT NAP

Kittens Grace (l.) and Spot lounge in the Animal Care & Control van during the Pets and Pals event in Alley Pond Park in Oakland Gardens. Both cats are up for 
adoption. See more photos at www.timesledger.com. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY PHIL CORSO

There has been a lot to talk 
about for members of the Bayside Vil-
lage Business Improvement District 
throughout recent weeks.

And after the dust settled from 
the hiring and introduction of a new 
executive director, members both 
new and old have shifted their sights 
to the future, which includes an an-
nual meeting and board election.

For ousted former Executive 
Director Gregg Sullivan, the BID’s 
upcoming annual meeting is just an-
other opportunity to move Bayside 
further on its upward swing, he said. 
Sullivan, who expressed interest in 
being elected as a board member, said 
he was working to assemble a new 
slate to be considered in the group’s 
annual elections.

“I’ve made a great contribution 
to Bayside and I believe I deserve to 
continue with that work,” Sullivan 
said. “I love doing it and I’ll be a great 
watchdog for the residents and busi-
ness owners.”

The annual BID meeting, expect-
ed to be sometime in July, includes 
the election of a new board, a presen-
tation on the past year’s performance, 
plans for the future, a review of the 
annual budget and a keynote guest 
speaker.

BID members vote each year at 
the annual meeting to elect a slate to 
represent them.

Newly appointed Executive Di-
rector Lyle Sclair said he has been do-
ing his best since joining the BID last 
month to keep interested board candi-
dates informed and involved.

“I’m keeping myself at arm’s 
length from the details of who might 
be running,” Sclair said. “If anyone 
asks me for general rules about how 
to run or who to talk to, I’ll step in,” 
Sclair said.

The board is comprised of eight 

property owners, one business owner, 
one resident and representatives from 
the borough president, City Council, 
community board, city comptroller’s 
office and mayor’s office.

Sullivan said he was working 
with Bayside business and property 
owners who have agreed to run on 
the same slate to breathe new life into 
the BID, including Uncle Jack’s Steak-
house CEO William Degel.

That optimism, Sullivan said, 
was shared by the members of the po-
tential slate he was helping assemble 
to be considered in this summer’s 
election. He said he hoped to provide 
BID members with options in this 
year’s vote by coming up with candi-
dates for a new board.

“I’d like to see brand-new blood 
from the top to the bottom,” Sullivan 
said. “With that would come new of-
ficers and some new ideas.”

BID Chairman Jim Riso said he 
would not seek re-election for his cur-
rent position, but would still remain 
active on the board if elected. Like 
Sullivan, Riso also said it was time 
for some new blood.

“I will stay on as a board member 
if elected, but will let the process play 
itself out,” Riso said. “If not elected to 
the board, I may stay involved by be-
ing on a committee or something.”

Sullivan also expressed his sup-
port of Sclair as the group’s newest 
executive director and said he hoped 
to help him with whatever he might 
need.

“Lyle Sclair comes to us with 
wonderful qualifications to assume 
the post of executive director,” Sulli-
van said. “All the stakeholders in the 
Bayside Village BID have renewed 
reasons for optimism.”

BY PHIL CORSO

Eight months of wait-
ing will soon come to an 
end as the new playground 
in Alley Pond Park rises 
from the place where ashes 
once were scattered, ac-
cording to the city Parks 
Department.

After a suspicious fire 
gutted the Oakland Gar-
dens playground in Septem-
ber, a spokesman for Parks 
said new equipment was de-
livered to the park and was 
being installed as of last 
week. The new playground 
 near Springfield Boulevard 
and 76th Avenue should 
be finished by the begin-
ning of June and will look 
fairly similar to its original 
structure, Parks said.

But for City Council-
man Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens), the 
news was met with mixed 
emotions. Weprin said al-
though he was happy to see 
progress at the children’s 
play spot, the eight-month 
process had dragged on lon-
ger than he had hoped.

“I’m so disappointed 
that we have gone without 

the playground for so long,” 
Weprin said after months 
of working with Parks to 
install the new equipment. 
“But the city makes prog-
ress.”

The playground has 
been closed since Sept. 28 
when firefighters respond-
ed to a call of a small fire 
just after 1 a.m. The heat 
from the flames eventu-
ally became so intense 
that it warped and twisted 
the steel beams of the play-
ground equipment’s struc-
ture.

“It was heartbreaking 
to see all the young fami-
lies come by to use the play-
ground after it was closed,” 
Weprin said.

By the time firefight-
ers had extinguished the 
flames, a large piece of 
equipment had been de-
stroyed and an adjacent 
plastic roof had melted, 
Parks said.

Eight months later, 
the playground was still 
blocked off with yellow 
caution tape and signs that 
read “Playground Closed,” 
but inside the gates were 

Ousted Bayside Village Business Improvement District Director Gregg Sullivan is helping 
to assemble a new slate to run in the group’s annual election. Photo by Phil Corso

BID board vote set for July
Ousted executive director assembling slate to run in election

Playground poised  
to reopen after fi re

The playground at Alley Pond Park is weeks away from reopening 
after a suspicious fire ravaged the area in September. 

Photo by Nykeema Williams

Continued on Page 16
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Fort Totten hosts eighth walk for St. Mary’s Hospital
Hundreds make 2-mile trek to raise money for children with rare illnesses at historic Bay Terrace park

BY REBECCA HENELY

Hundreds of St. Mary’s 
staff, patients and their 
families enjoyed a stroll 
around Fort Totten and 
other fun activities Sunday 
for the hospital’s eighth an-
nual fund-raiser walk.

“We’re having a great 
time,” said Robin Rivera, 
an office manager  at St. 
Mary’s. “The weather’s 
great. A lot of people 
showed up.”

St. Mary’s Hospital 
for Children, at 29-01 216th 
St. in Bayside, is a not-for-
profit healthcare system 
that specializes in help-
ing young patients with 
chronic conditions that 
require long-term care. 
The Knights of Columbus 
hosts the walk in differ-
ent locations every year to 
raise funds, and this year 
the walk was 2 1/2 miles, 
for those in wheelchairs, 

around Fort Totten Park in 
Bay Terrace.

“I like being by the wa-
ter, so I think this is nice,” 
Rivera said about this 
year’s location.

Many participants in 
the walk did so as part of 
a team, usually for a child 
who resides at the hospital. 
Those teams that raised the 
most money had their child 
named a grand marshal.

One of those marshals 
was Matthew Evangelista, 
a 10-year-old Bayside boy 
who has Sly Syndrome. The 
bodies of children with this 
rare illness are missing 
an enzyme that breaks up 
long used sugar molecules 
called mucopolysaccha-
rides, which build con-
nective tissues. When the 
molecules are not broken 
down, the child’s body be-
comes progressively more 
damaged.

Matthew’s father, Edu-

ardo Evangelista, said it 
was wonderful to have his 
son be grand marshal. He 
said the walk raises aware-
ness of the diseases Mat-
thew and the other children 
have and could encourage 
others to help.

“The people around 
at St. Mary’s — they really 
care about all the children 
who are really very sick,” 
Evangelista said.

Another grand mar-
shal at the event was 3-year-
old Lily Davies, whose fam-
ily is from Oceanside, L.I. 
Lily has a disorder called 
lissencephaly, which pre-
vents the grooves in the 
brain from forming and 
causes severe neurological 
problems.

Lily’s mother, Kath-
leen Davies, said the family 
has been eager to give back 
to the hospital.

“They take such good 
care of her,” Davies said.

After the walk, partici-
pants were treated to water 
and iced canned coffee. 
Games as well as arts and 
crafts projects were also set 
up for the children. Some 
sponsors also had booths, 
such as the FDNY, which 
hosted fire safety informa-
tion.

Thomas Amalfitano, 
a member of the Knights of 
Columbus, said his organi-
zation spent four months 
working to organize and 
host the walk. He said the 
organization was eager 
to help the St. Mary’s Pa-
tients.

“We love our children 
and we take care of them,” 
he said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.Lily Davies, 3, of Oceanside, L.I., was named one of the grand mar-

shals at the fund-raiser walk for St. Mary’s Hospital, held at Fort 
Totten Park in Bay Terrace. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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4 Postal Service keeps Queens center open
Lawmakers laud decision to continue operations in College Point, preserving more than 700 jobs

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Queens elected of-

ficials welcomed the U.S. 
Postal Service’s decision 
last week to keep the Pro-
cessing and Distribution 
Center in College Point 
open in a move that saved 
more than 700 jobs in the 
borough.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), whose 
district covers the center,  
applauded the reversal of 
the plan to shutter the facil-
ity.

“I am so glad the 
Queens Processing and 
Distribution Center will 
remain open and will con-
tinue to serve the Queens 
community,” Crowley said. 
“Closing this facility would 
have severely impacted 
businesses and residents 
in the community that rely 
on the center day in and 
day out. It also would have 
stripped away hundreds of 
jobs from Queens at a time 

when we need every job we 
can get.”

Postal officials recent-
ly placed the center on the 
list of endangered facilities 
scheduled to close due to 
budget cuts, but a coalition 
of elected officials, custom-
ers, civic groups, Commu-
nity Board 7 and unions 
united for a vigorous cam-
paign to keep the center 
open and processing mail.

“The decision to take 
the Processing and Distri-
bution Center off the chop-
ping block is great news for 
the residents of Queens and 
the many businesses that 
depend on the critical ser-
vices provided by this fa-
cility,” said U.S. Rep. Gary 
Ackerman (D-Bayside)  af-
ter the announcement May 
18. “The plan to move the 
center’s responsibilities to 
the Brooklyn distribution 
location was a horrible idea 
that would have reduced 
the borough’s accessibil-
ity to a critical facility that 

hundreds of thousands of 
people rely upon.

Ackerman wrote a let-
ter to the Postal Service’s 
triboro district manager, 
Frank Calabrese, in De-
cember, urging the agency 
not to eliminate mail oper-
ations at the College Point 
facility, at 140-02 20th Ave. 
Besides the loss of jobs, the 
congressman said closing 

the facility and moving op-
erations to Brooklyn would 
have dramatically slowed 
the delivery process for 
Queens residents.

“Businesses and or-
ganizations that send bulk 
mail would be particularly 
impacted as collection 
times would be earlier, 
while drop off times would 
be later,” Ackerman said 

in the letter. “Mail would 
also likely be sorted more 
slowly and large mailings 
would no longer have a reli-
able drop-off location in the 
same geographic area they 
are being sent.”

The Postal Service had 
initially decided to close the 
processing facility in Feb-
ruary after a five-month 
study into consolidating 

processing centers around 
the country.

Out of 264 facilities 
studied, the USPS deter-
mined 223 of them could 
be consolidated as part of a 
plan to help the ailing mail 
carrier save $20 billion by 
2015.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing)  said 
the College Point facility is 
ranked No. 2 in productivi-
ty in the Northeast and it is 
the only one in the area ca-
pable of handling Queens’ 
mail volume.

“If the USPS runs into 
financial troubles in the fu-
ture, before closing needed 
facilities they should con-
sider revenue-generating 
ideas,” said Stavisky. “I 
have proposed ads on mail 
boxes, a photocopy service 
in post offices, custom 
wrapping, notary public 
services and even zoned 
pricing based on distance. 
Any of these would raise 

The U.S. Postal Service announced the Processing and Distribution Center in College Point will remain 
open.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
All six candidates vy-

ing for the new Queens con-
gressional seat appeared at 
a tame forum at the Flush-
ing branch of the Queens 
Public Library Monday 
night, where most of the 
political differences were 
along party lines.

The Democratic can-
didates — City Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village), state 
Assembly members Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) and Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and Bayside al-
lergist Dr. Robert Mittman 
— were joined on stage 
by Republican candidate 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) and Green 
Party candidate Evergreen 

Chou.
Crowley stressed that 

military operations abroad 
need to end so the country 
could divert that money to 
create jobs.

The councilwoman, 
like her Democratic oppo-
nents, also opposed the Se-
cure Communities 
program, which 
encourages local 
law enforcement to 
hand over immi-
gration status information 
to federal agencies, saying 
that the NYPD should not 
be taking on more respon-
sibilities.

“Many city resources 
were used to detain people 
who didn’t commit crimes,” 
she said, noting city legisla-
tion reversed this process 
and the governor withdrew 

New York State from pro-
gram.

Crowley also said she 
would vote to repeal the De-
fense of Marriage Act and 
felt that the federal govern-
ment needs to step up and 
make gay marriage legal 
across the country.

Lancman dis-
cussed regulating 
Wall Street and 
his support for the 
president’s plan to 

make college loans more af-
fordable by, for example, re-
warding schools who keep 
down interest rates.

He also warned that 
the economic crisis grip-
ping the European Union 
at the moment was a result 
of austerity measures and 
that America should not 

Queens congressional candidates
trade few barbs at Main St. event

New plans for Willets Pt. shift 
as city remains silent: Report

BY JOE ANUTA

The city is staying 
mum on its deal with de-
velopers to put retail space 
and hotels around Citi 
Field after the mayor with-
drew his bid to use eminent 
domain to acquire property 
in Willets Point earlier this 
month, but members of the 
real estate community are 
expecting an official an-
nouncement soon.

“I thought the whole 
world would know by now,” 
said one developer after the 
city dropped hints it would 
be announcing the fate of a 
re-imagined mega-project 
that once sought to com-
pletely transform the Iron 
Triangle.

Sterling Equities, 

owned by New York Mets 
heads Fred Wilpon and 
Saul Katz, and Related 
Cos., owned by Manhattan 
developer Stephen Ross, 
were selected by the city 
to build the revamped proj-

ect, according to sources in 
the real estate world who 
did not want to speak pub-
licly before the official an-
nouncement.

The plan now includes 

The city has had to rethink its plans to redevelop Willets Point, but 
in the meantime business and property owners want the streets 
repaired.

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 47 Continued on Page 47
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5Kelly plans to retrain cops
Police commissioner announces reforms to stop-and-frisk policy

BY RICH BOCKMANN

In response to criti-
cisms over the NYPD’s 
controversial stop-and-
frisk policy, Police Com-
missioner Ray Kelly said 
the department will begin 
retraining Impact Zone of-
ficers — such as those in 
the 103rd, 105th and 113th 
precincts in southeast 
Queens — in an attempt to 
de-escalate the tension that 
accompanies those encoun-
ters.

But the head of the 
Jamaica branch of the 
NAACP said Kelly’s pro-
posed reforms do not go far 
enough.

“It’s an overnight deci-
sion,” said Leroy Gadsden, 
president of the NAACP’s 
Jamaica Branch. “I respect 
him, but on this issue he 
has to whole-heartedly put 
an end to stop and frisk.”

In a letter addressed to 
City Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan), 
Kelly outlined a number 
of proposed reforms to the 
policy designed at mending 
the relationships between 
the police and minority 
communities.

These include reach-
ing out to vulnerable youth, 
questioning precinct stop-
and-frisk numbers on a 
weekly basis and providing 
new training on the depart-
ment’s legal authority to 

conduct stops to all officers, 
beginning with those in the 
city’s Impact Zones.

 An Impact Zone is an 
area of concentrated crime 
the department floods with 
new officers fresh out of 

the academy. Impact of-
ficers are assigned to all 
three southeast Queens 
precincts.

Criticism of the policy 
has ramped up following a 

Police Commissioner Ray Kelly walks out of a news conference at 1 Police Plaza, where he took ques-
tions about the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk policy. Photo by Christina Santucci

East Side Access delayed until 2019
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

MTA officials, who re-
cently disclosed yet anoth-
er delay in the East Side Ac-
cess project, now say there 
is more bad news: It will 
now cost $8.3 billion.

This means the East 
Side Access to bring the 
Long Island Rail Road into 
Grand Central Terminal 
— now expected to open in 
2019 — has been delayed 
three times with the cost 
rising from $6.3 billion to 
$8.3 billion.

Not welcome tidings 
for the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority, which 
faces crippling debt of more 
than $34 million.

“The era of underes-
timating the cost of big 
projects is over,” said MTA 
Chairman Joseph Lhota, 
who recently announced 
the new completion date 
while speaking on Long Is-
land. “We will stay on bud-

get.”
The new target date for 

East Side is August 2019.
The long-awaited East 

Side Access has been tout-
ed as a savings of 40 min-
utes for LIRR commuters 
to Manhattan’s East Side. 

Many of the 230,000 Long 
Islanders who pass daily 
through Penn Station now 
have to change from Penn 
Station to taxis, subways 
or buses to jobs on the East 
Side.

The MTA has lately 
encountered major obsta-
cles in boring tunnels in 
Queens, where some soil is 
both soft and sandy. Then 
there is also the problem of 
the Harold Interlocking, a 
complex system of switches 
and signals in Sunnyside 
which serves trains for 
Amtrak, the LIRR and New 
Jersey Transit. Some 800 
trains a day traverse the 
system.

Officials now estimate that the East Side Access project will be 
completed in 2019.

Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz (c.) gave proclamations to vari-
ous members of the Asian-American and Pacific Islander com-
munity for a heritage celebration: athlete Lynne Wang (front row 
l-r.), who is with her mother; businessman Peter Park; Councilman 
Peter Koo; activist Latchman Budhai; and Assistant Principal Sally 
Li Young. Brooklyn Councilman Dominic Recchia (back) visited. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

Koslowitz taps Koo
 as ‘Person of Year’

BY REBECCA HENELY

In a night to honor 
Asian-American and Pa-
cific Islander community 
members and culture, City 
Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
named Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) Person 
of the Year at the Bethza-
tha Church of God in 
Elmhurst.

“Peter Koo is quite an 
amazing man,” Koslowitz 
said. “He has tirelessly 
fought for the needs of his 
community.”

Koo, a native of  Shang-
hai who served on business 
organizations and Commu-
nity Board 7 before being 
elected to the Council in 
2009, said he was honored 
and humbled to receive the 
award.

“We Asian Americans 
have come a long way in 
America,” Koo said.

He was one of five 
honorees at Koslowitz’s 
celebration last Thursday, 
which she is planning to 
hold annually. The festivi-
ties, which were held at the 
church, at 85-20 57th Ave., 
featured traditional Ko-
rean drumming, fan danc-
ing and a contemporary, 
Bollywood-influenced per-
formance.

During the event Ko-
slowitz also told 100 people 
or so people there to vote 
for state Assemblywoman 

Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
the youngest Asian Ameri-
can elected to the state Leg-
islature, in the upcoming 
election for the congres-
sional district that now 
belongs to outgoing U.S. 
Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-
Bayside).

“We’re going to make 
history,” Koslowitz said. 

If elected, Meng would 
be the first Asian-Ameri-
can congresswoman from 
New York.

The new district in-
cludes Bayside, Auburn-
dale, Oakland Gardens, 
Fresh Meadows, Forest 
Hills, Rego Park, Middle 
Village, Glendale and parts 
of Flushing, Ridgewood, 
Maspeth and Elmhurst.

In response, Meng 
commended Koslowitz for 
reaching out to the many 
diverse parts of her district 
and different populations 
in Queens.

“Karen is the ultimate 
bridge-builder,” Meng said.

The other honorees 
included Korean busi-
ness leader Peter Park, 
Forest Hills High School 
Assistant Principal Sally 
Li Young, Guyanese com-
munity activist Latchman 
Budhai and 11-year-old 
Lynne Wang, a star swim-
mer from PS 196 in Forest 
Hills who was born without 
part of her left arm.

“You acknowledge 

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 47
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Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Pet Care with 

Love to Spare.

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s fi rst 

veterinary visit

Expires: June 16, 2012

Grand Opening

Special

  Make your

   Attic         more

         Bearable
When you cool your attic with a Solar Star attic 
fan, you’ll cool your air conditiontioning bills too

NYC Daylighting, Inc.
Solatube Premier Dealer
(718) 757-2568

Visit:
nycdaylighting.com
for more information

Special Offer
$650

INSTALLED

No electricity needed

Decreases utility costs

Reduces buildup of heat & moisture

Fights mold and fungal decay

Prevents ice damming

Reduces damaging condensation

LIC strip club plans opening without alcohol
BY REBECCA HENELY

A long-contentious 
Long Island City strip club 
is planning to open with a 
new name, no booze and 
possibly nude dancing.

Show Palace, formerly 
known as the Gypsy Rose 
Cabaret, has advertised an 
opening date of Thursday, 
May 31. The club, at 42-50 
21st St., has been engaged 
in a dispute with Com-
munity Board 2 and other 
members of the neighbor-
hood since 2011, which led 
CB 2 members and elected 
officials to urge the State 
Liquor Authority to deny 
the business a license to 
sell alcohol multiple times.

The club earned the 
rancor of the community 
when a previous owner, 
Gus Drakopoulos, threat-
ened to lower the minimum 
age of the performers from 
21 to 18 and then have the 
dancers perform fully nude 
instead of topless if the club 

did not get a liquor license. 
The SLA denied the 

club’s request for a license 
in January. Despite the de-
nial, Show Palace is plan-
ning to open without the 
license as a nightclub and 
restaurant, according to 
its website. The site also 
advertises music with disc 
jockeys, an appearance 
by porn star Kagney Linn 
Karter and $10 steak, eggs 
and mimosas, presumably 
virgin. Hours of operation 
are listed as 7 p.m. to 4 a.m. 
Thursday, Friday and Sun-
day.

The club’s website does 
not say the venue will have 
nude dancers, although the 
strip club listing website 
tusci.net describes it as a 
nude establishment.

Calls to the club and 
Terry Flynn, the lawyer 
who represented Show Pal-
ace in its bid for a liquor li-
cense, were not returned.

CB 2 Chairman Joseph 
Conley said the community 

would be keeping a close 
eye on the club and check-
ing with multiple agencies 
to make sure Show Palace 
has its required permits.

“The community is go-
ing to be vigilant and we’re 

going to make sure that all 
the laws are upheld,” he 
said.

Conley said he had 
heard women were pass-
ing out risqué cards ad-
vertising Show Palace at 

neighboring businesses, 
although he had not seen 
these cards for himself.

The chairman said the 
community considered the 
business an unfair burden, 
since the area already has 

several adult nightclubs. He 
also said since the city had 
invested so much money 
into the Queens Plaza area, 
which was once notorious 
for prostitution, Show Pal-
ace’s opening seemed like 
a retreat.

“It seems like we’re 
taking a step back 30 years 
in time,” he said.

Conley also said since 
the nightclub would be near 
hotels, office buildings, the 
Queensbridge public hous-
ing development and Silver-
cup Studios, where many 
nationally known movies 
and TV shows are filmed, 
the adult establishment 
would be out of character 
with the neighborhood.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (l.-r.), Community Board 2 Chairman Joseph Conley, City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer, Jerry Walsh and George Stamatiades rally outside the club earlier this year. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

   Hunter Douglas
 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

1 Luminette® 
Privacy Sheer or 
Modern Drapery

$100 off each 
additional unit

$50 off each 
additional unit

$50 off each 
additional unit

2 Pirouette® 
Window Shadings

2 Silhouette® 
Window Shadings

BUY PLUSSAVE
$100*

$100*

$100*
Silhouette® Window Shadings

Buy more, save more with these elegant 
light-diffusing window fashions, now through 
June 17. Plus, get a free LiteRise® cordless 
lifting system upgrade with your purchase 
of Silhouette® Window Shadings.

Pirouette® Window Shadings Luminette® Privacy Sheers and Modern Draperies

*  Manufacturer’s rebate and upgrade offers valid for qualifying purchases made 4/3/2012 – 6/17/2012. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase 
less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. © 2012 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. 
All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.
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A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY R ATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic 
for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), 
and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance 
transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for 
all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of 
each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 
or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There 
is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign 
transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Federally isured by NCUA

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go to  

nymcu.org to apply today!

POLICE 

Blotter
KEW GARDENS 

HILLS — Police were on 
the lookout for a 51-year-
old man last seen in Kew 
Gardens Hills earlier in 
March.

Derek Johnson was 
last seen at 147-47 72nd 
Road at about 9 a.m. March 
12, police said. Johnson is 

black, is 5 feet 10 inches tall 
and weights 180 pounds, po-
lice said.

He has black hair, 
brown eyes and the word 
“Phat” tattooed on the left 
side of his neck, police said. 
He is in poor mental health 
but his physical condition 
is good, police said.

Police seek missing man in poor mental health

DEREK JOHNSON
Photo courtesy NYPD

FLUSHING — Police were searching 
for a Flushing teenager who went missing 
from her home Monday.

Zhen-Mei Shi, of Frame Place and 
41st Road, is Asian and 16 years old, police 
said.

She stands about 5 feet 5 inches tall 
and weighs 140 pounds, police said.

When last seen, she was wearing a 
white T-shirt, blue jeans and purple sneak-
ers, police said.

Police look for missing teen from Flushing

Police investigate the death of a man in Jamaica Hills Friday. According to a spokesman for the 
NYPD, the landlord of a home, on 167th Street near 87th Avenue, found his 54-year-old tenant half 
on the bed, half on the floor of his basement apartment. When emergency responders were called to 
the home, they pronounced the man dead. Police said the death is not believed to be suspicious. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

WHITESTONE — Police released pho-
tos of a man and woman wanted in connec-
tion with using a woman’s credit card at a 
Jackson Heights drug store, according to 
the NYPD.

The owner of the card told police she 
lost it somewhere in Whitestone and later 
reported fraudulent charges, police said.

The duo allegedly used the card at a 
CVS store, at 89-11 Northern Blvd., accord-
ing to the NYPD.

Stolen credit card used to buy drugs: Police

Police are looking for a man and woman wanted 
in connection with using a stolen credit card. 

Photo courtesy NYPD
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
State Assemblywoman 

Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
hopes to bring jobs back 
to America from abroad 
if she is elected to the new 
Queens congressional 
seat in September, she told 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
in a sit-down interview last 
week.

Meng, a lawyer and 
mother of two , was born 
and raised in the borough 
before she became the 
youngest Asian American 
elected to the state Legisla-
ture in 2008.

The assemblywoman 
said that while Albany has 
often been synonymous 
with political dysfunction, 
the current U.S. House of 
Representatives is even less 
well-regarded.

“I think there is a real 
trust deficit in Congress 
on behalf of the American 
people,” Meng said. “I have 
a track record of going into 
an institution that’s been 
traditionally viewed as 
dysfunctional and trying to 
accomplish things and get 
things done for my 
district.”

Meng would 
like to see more 
federal infrastruc-
ture projects in Queens for 
roads and mass transpor-
tation. Although she did 
not have any specific ideas 
for new projects in the bor-
ough, she said the current 
network of public transpor-
tation options needs to be 
operated more efficiently 
and spruced up a bit to curb 
the onslaught of cars that 
clog the borough’s streets 
each day.

“People always talk 
about more parking spaces 
and I don’t think that nec-
essarily is the way to go,” 
she said. “You can’t build 
enough parking spaces.”

The federal govern-
ment also doles out money 
for education funding, 
which Meng said needs to 
be more equitably distrib-
uted to communities.

Middle-class families 
and schools in neighbor-

hoods like Bayside and 
Forest Hills are not getting 
their fair share, she said.

“We’ve been talking 
to principals who 
have lost out on 
Title I funding be-
cause they don’t 
have sufficient 

numbers of low-income stu-
dents,” Meng said, referring 
to a specific type of federal 
education money.

Meng called Social Se-
curity “the savings bank of 
the American people” and 
said it must be protected, 
but there is no need to pan-
ic.

“We have enough 
funds in there until 2033,” 
she said. “It is not some-
thing that is disappearing 
next year.”

Meng said there is no 
quick fix to solve the prob-
lem, although adding more 
jobs would let more people 
pay into the system.

A report by the Trust-
ees of the Social Security 
and Medicare said the cost 
of Social Security, along 
with Medicare and Medic-
aid, has risen to 36 percent 
of the federal budget, and 

the sooner legislative ac-
tion is taken, the more op-
tions the government will 
have to solve the problem.

The federal govern-
ment could get more money 
from domestic companies 
that ship jobs abroad, she 
said. Meng wants a tax in-
centive offered to compa-
nies that keep jobs in the 
country, since the incomes 
of those workers would not 
only be taxed but would 
pump money back into the 
domestic economy.

Meng worked as a pub-
lic interest lawyer before 
her election and 2010 re-
election to her Assembly 
seat, which covers most of 
Flushing. She sits on the 
Aging, Banks, Children and 
Families, Labor, Libraries 
and Education Technology 
and Small Business com-
mittees and the Workplace 
Safety Subcommittee.

She is currently com-
peting in the Democratic 
primary for the seat now 
held by U.S. Rep. Gary 
Ackerman (D-Bayside), 
although the boundaries 
look vastly different after 
it was redrawn as part of 

the decennial redistricting 
process.

She will face off 
against City Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village), As-
semblyman Rory Lancman 
(D-Fresh Meadows) and an 
allergist from Bayside, Dr. 
Robert Mittman. The win-
ner of the primary will face 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) and Green 
Party candidate Evergreen 
Chou in the general elec-
tion.

Meng was endorsed by 
the Democratic Organiza-
tion of Queens County.

After her campaign 
finances were disclosed to 
the Federal Election Com-
mission, it was found that 
Meng took a donation from 
a man named Simon Ting, 
who pleaded guilty to charg-
es related to the fabrication 
of voter registration forms 
during the 2004 election of 
the assemblywoman’s fa-
ther, Jimmy Meng.

Meng’s campaign said 
the $300 donation was above 
board and  she has hired 
extra staff to pore over all 
her donations and ensure 
they are legitimate in light 
of the federal fund-raising 
probe into another promi-
nent Asian-American law-
maker from Flushing, City 
Comptroller John Liu.

“I’m fine with the scru-
tiny of the highest level, and 
I think that should be done. 
But I think that should be 
done regardless of one’s 
ethnicity,” she said.

Meng, who speaks 
Mandarin but has never 
visited China, has cam-
paign posters in both lan-
guages and plans to add 
more, but also said that 
drumming up her base sup-
port will not be enough.

“The interesting thing 
about this race is that no 
one candidate will be able 
to win on their base alone,” 
she said.

Meng is also hoping 
women voters will vote to 
put her in office to balance 
gender ratios in Washing-
ton, D.C.

State Assemblywoman Grace Meng discussed women’s issues, tax-
es and infrastructure improvements in a sitdown interview with 
TimesLedger Newspapers. Photo by Nykeema Williams

New Yorker Donald Trump is ranked by Forbes Magazine as the 
134th richest American. AP Photo/Evan Agostini

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The richest 1 percent 
of New Yorkers received 
one-third of all city person-
al income in 2009, almost 
twice the share prevailing 
nationally, according to a 
new report.

“Such a wide income 
gap has financial conse-
quences for the city,” said 
city Comptroller John Liu, 
whose office conducted the 
survey.

“Income inequality 
can weaken or destabilize 
the local tax base, reinforce 
patterns of racial and eco-
nomic segregation and un-
dermine the vibrant social, 
cultural and economic mix 
that is the foundation of 
New York City’s identity,” 
Liu said. “It also threatens 
the very fragile economic 
recovery that we are now 
experiencing.”

The study found that 
city tax filers in the top 1 
percent accounted for 32.5 
percent of the city’s entire 
reported income in 2009, 
based on the most recent 
micro-data available from 
the state Department of 
Taxation and Finance.

By comparison, the 
top 1 percent across the na-
tion accounted for 16.9 of 
income, the report said.

The report showed that 
the income gap is further 
highlighted by the concen-
tration of income among 
the wealthiest. The most 
affluent 15,000 city house-

holds — the top 0.5 percent 
of tax filers — took in 26.7 
percent of income in the 
city. The top 2,000 house-
holds — the top 0.5 percent 
of tax filers — accounted for 
18.9 percent of all income in 
the city.

The top 1 percent of 
earners ended the past de-
cade with an average in-
come of $2.2 million, the 
same level at which they 
started in 2000. This reflect-
ed the volatile nature of in-
vestment income earned by 
the ultra-wealthy.

But the gains made by 
these top filers in the boom 
years from 2003-07 show 
the speed with which in-
come disparity grew in the 
city, the report said.

In the boom years, 
New Yorkers in the 99 per-
cent of income earners ex-
perienced slow gains that 
raised their average annu-
al income from $41,000 to 
$50,000. At the same period, 
the income of the top 1 per-
cent shot skyward, more 
than doubling from $1.5 
million to $3.9 million.

“We must not repeat 
the pattern of the last de-
cade when a few gathered 
enormous wealth, while the 
vast majority of New York 
families were left behind 
or saw very modest gains,” 
Liu said.

“Economists have of-
fered a variety of explana-
tions for the polarization of 
incomes,” the survey said. 

Meng explains bid for House
Talks infrastructure improvements and balancing gender ratio in D.C.

Continued on Page 47

Continued on Page 47

City’s 1% made up 1/3 
of 2009 income: Study
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City teachers need to work with a contract

W
hy is it that the 
United Federation 
of Teachers and 
the city Depart-

ment of Education still have 
not been able to come to 
terms with regard to a new 
contract for the city’s 74,000 
public school teachers?

It is so ridiculous that 
this has not yet been accom-
plished. Other city workers 
have gotten new contracts, 

so why haven’t the teach-
ers? The UFT needs to take 
the bull by the horns and 
stop dragging its feet, and 
the DOE also needs to stop 
delaying this critical issue.

Is it any wonder that so 
many newly hired teachers 
do not stay for more than 
a few years due to the lack 
of support from their own 
union and school supervi-
sors and administrators? 

There will be an exodus of 
teachers this coming June 
— a combination of those 
retiring and those just leav-
ing. If these teachers are 
not replaced with new ones, 
the coming school year will 
be an educational night-
mare.

The mayor should not 
be allowed to have control 
of the school system. He has 
absolutely no idea how to 

run it. It is not a business, 
but that is how he has been 
running the school system 
for 10 years and the results 
are disgraceful.

The UFT needs to get 
its act together and fight for 
a contract for its members 
that is fair and livable now.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

POSTAL FACILITY SAVED

The U.S. Postal Service has decided not to shut down 
the Queens Processing and Distribution Center in College 
Point, a move that will save more than 700 jobs.

Thanks for this turnaround goes to U.S. Rep. Gary 
Ackerman.

“The decision to take the processing and distribution 
center off the chopping block is great news for the resi-
dents of Queens and the many businesses that depend on 
the critical services provided by this facility,” said Acker-
man.

On behalf of our readers, we thank Ackerman for 
fighting to keep this facility in College Point.

In December, he wrote a letter to the USPS’s Triboro 
district manager, urging the agency not to eliminate mail 
operations at the facility.

To head off pending bankruptcy, the USPS had to close 
hundreds of facilities across the nation. In some cases, the 
service is closing post offices in towns and villages with 
small populations. People are losing jobs and these towns 
are losing a service they have come to rely on.

These were tough and unpopular decisions, but clos-
ing the College Point processing center never made sense. 
The fact that the center employed more than 700 people in-
dicates the quantity of mail it handled.

“Businesses and organizations that send bulk mail 
would be particularly impacted as collection times would 
be earlier, while drop off times would be later,” wrote Ack-
erman.

One more reason why we will miss the congressman 
when he retires.

HERO DUMPS ON PLAN
Capt. Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger, the hero pilot who 

safely landed an airliner on the Hudson River, has lent his 
voice to those denouncing the construction of the North 
Shore Marine Transfer Station.

Critics say the waste station, being built in College 
Point, will attract birds and put passenger planes landing 
at LaGuardia Airport at risk of potentially disastrous bird 
strikes.

Sullenberger agrees. In radio ads he says the station 
“will attract birds into the path of oncoming flights, put-
ting thousands of lives at risk, including passengers in the 
sky and citizens on the ground.”

Find another location, Mr. Mayor.
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READERS WRITE

Reform BSA in favor of people living in Queens
N

ew York is a city 
of neighborhoods. 
Whether it is the 
townhouses up-

town, the brownstones in 
Brooklyn or the single-fam-
ily homes of Whitestone, 
when you buy or rent a 
home here, you are getting 
more than a place to sleep 
— you are getting the sur-
rounding neighborhood.

Our city has laws in 
place that try to maintain 
what makes each neighbor-
hood unique. The New York 
City Zoning Resolution, 
which contains thousands 
of pages of detailed require-
ments stating the types of 
buildings and uses that are 
permitted on each block in 
New York City, makes sure 

communities do not change 
overnight.

In a nutshell, the zon-
ing resolution prevents 
someone from buying the 
land next to your home and 
turning it into a gas station, 
or building an apartment 
tower that casts a shadow 
over your entire block.

But developers can 
skirt these laws by applying 
for a variance from the city 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals, an agency with the 
ability to override zoning 
laws and allow buildings to 
be built out of context with 
the surrounding neighbor-
hood.

This means a noisy 
shipping center or night-
club could open on your 

quiet residential street or 
down the block from your 
local elementary school.

The worst part? There 
is nothing you, as a resident 
or homeowner, can do. The 
BSA does not care what you 
think.

As part of the process, 
community boards are 
given an opportunity to 
comment on variance ap-
plications or recommend 
changes. Often, developers 
will respect the communi-
ty’s desires and adapt their 
plans to reduce community 
opposition, but the BSA has 
a record of dismissing the 
community boards’ recom-
mendations and granting 
variances even when the 
community is opposed.

An independent body 
found that 20 percent of 
the time the BSA approves 
variance applications de-
spite a community board 
rejection, but that number 
is higher in Queens: 32 per-
cent.

This must stop, and 
now is the time for change. 
Two weeks ago, the City 
Council Committee on 
Governmental Operations 
held a hearing to discuss 
reforming the BSA. People 
turned out from every bor-
ough with stories about 
fighting the BSA and los-
ing. Civic leaders, land use 
experts and community 
board members showed up 
and voiced their support for 
reforming this agency.

I introduced a law that 
would make a difference in 
this struggle. That law, In-
tro 650, requires the BSA 
to inform property owners 
six months before their 
variance expires. This will 
eliminate property owners 
“forgetting” to renew their 
variances and blaming it 
on new management or 
ownership.

Failure to renew a 
variance would be punish-
able by a fine increasing by 
$500 every six months until 
the variance is renewed.

We need a variance 
process that is accountable 
to the people. An unelected 
board should not have the 
power to change the law 
without the community’s 

support.
The BSA must be re-

formed in a responsible 
manner, where all sides are 
given an equal opportunity 
to be heard and all opinions 
are considered. Otherwise, 
our quality of life will be 
compromised and our hous-
ing stock will nosedive.

When you buy a home, 
you should know what you 
are getting — and no one, 
not a greedy developer or a 
board of unelected bureau-
crats, should be able to take 
that from you.

Dan Halloran
City Councilman

(R-Whitestone)

Take steps to make planet greener

T
he May 3-9 
TimesLedger News-
papers article “Boro 
turns out to recycle” 

is a great example of cel-
ebrating Earth Day every 
day.  Besides recycling 
newspapers, magazines, 
glass, plastics, old medi-
cines, paints and cleaning 
materials, there are other 
actions you can take which 
will also contribute to a 
cleaner environment.

Leave your car at 
home. For local trips in the 
neighborhood, walk or ride 
a bike. For longer travels, 
consider public transporta-
tion alternatives. The Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority, New York City 
Transit, the Long Island 
Rail Road, the Nassau Inter 
County Express Bus and 

the Staten Island Ferry, 
along with other private 
transportation owners, of-
fer various options, such 
as local and express buses, 
ferries, jitneys, the subway 
and commuter rail servic-
es.

Most of these systems 
are funded with your tax 
dollars. They use less fuel 
and move more people than 
cars. In many cases, your 
employer can offer tran-
sit checks to help subsi-
dize a portion of the costs. 
Use your investments and 
reap the benefits. You will 
be supporting a cleaner 
environment and be less 
stressed upon arrival at 
your final destination.

Many employers now 
allow employees to tele-
commute by working from 

home. Others use alterna-
tive work schedules, which 
afford staff the ability to 
avoid rush-hour gridlock. 
This saves travel time and 
can improve mileage per 
gallon. You could join a car 
pool to share the costs of 
commuting.

Use a hand-powered 
lawn mower instead of a 
gasoline or electric one. 
Rake your leaves instead 
of using gasoline-powered 
leaf blowers. The amount of 
pollution created by gaso-
line-powered lawn mowers 
or leaf blowers will sur-
prise you.

A cleaner environment 
starts with everyone.

Larry Penner
Great Neck, L.I.

People suffer while Big Oil prospers

I
n the May 3-9 edition 
of the Bayside Times, 
there was a letter from 
Joanna Livingstone re-

lating to the March 29 vote 
to block legislation which 
would strip billions of dol-
lars in tax breaks for the 
biggest U.S. oil companies 
(“Big oil does not deserve 
more money from govern-
ment.”).

It was blocked by all 
Republican U.S. senators 
except Olympia Snowe (R-
Maine). All Democrats vot-
ed to stop the tax breaks. 
This repeated behavior is 
hardly shocking. Living-
stone stated the obvious: 

Anyone not duped or down-
right disingenuous must 
be blind to these repeated 
facts.

As she put it, “Republi-
cans represent their bene-
factors, such as big oil, the 
mega wealthy and corpora-
tions (‘Supreme Court peo-
ple’), while the Democrats 
represent the American 
People (‘real people’).”

It will be interesting 
to see how Keystone XL 
will be painted as a ben-
efit to the American when 
it in fact is just one more 
giveaway to big oil. In fact, 
Keystone is nothing but a 
risky viaduct to bring dirty 

“sands” oil from Alberta, 
Canada, to Port Arthur, 
Texas, where it is refined, 
sold and shipped tax-free 
overseas.

Americans get no re-
lief at the pimp but get the 
inevitable oil spills across 
our country while Big Oil 
reaps additional record 
profits and is still being 
subsidized by the Ameri-
can taxpayers.

What’s wrong with 
this picture?

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

Stop noise from motorcycles

F
orest Hills is turning 
into a motordrome 
for motorcyclists. 
They seem to come 

from the Jackie Robinson 
Parkway.

You can hear their 
racket all over the gardens. 
I thought vehicles without 
mufflers were illegal.

People are complain-
ing, but why isn’t anything 

being done?

Joe Fischel
Forest Hills Gardens

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.
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Dishing 
with Dee

T
his week there were 
a number of interest-
ing Queens events, as 
there usually are.

The first one was May 
15. It was the fifth annual 
Queens Go Red for Women 
Dinner at Terrace on the 
Park. The organization is 
connected to and is a part 
of the American Heart As-
sociation, and its mantra 
is “Make it your mission 
to fight heart disease in 
women.”

Heart disease is still 
the No. 1 killer of women. 
It takes the life of one in 

three women each year, 
which translates into one 
woman dying per minute. It 
would like you to also make 
it your mission to stop this 
killer.

The Go Red event gets 
larger each year and, while 
the dinner supports a seri-
ous cause, it still manages 
to provide an enjoyable eve-
ning.

One of the highlights 
of the evening was the 
fund-raising auction. This 
year, it had 122 items up for 
auction. There was plenty 
of action on the auction 
items and the committee 
responsible for the goodie 
bags came up with some 
interesting things. It was 
refreshing to receive more 
than the usual ballpoint 
pen and plastic drink con-
tainer.

During the cocktail 

party, red feather boas were 
being sold for $10 each — a 
clever cash impulse item. 
Even men were buying and 
wearing them, just to get 
into the spirit of things. I 
must confess I bought one 
myself. Helen Marshall 
bought and wore one all 
evening, but couldn’t con-
vince her husband Don to 
wear one.

There were three hon-
orees: Dr. Chong Park, 
chief of cardiology at New 
York Hospital Queens; 
Victoria Schneps-Unis, 
president and CEO of Sch-
neps Communications; and 
Patricia Thompson, the 
public relations manager of 
Bombardier.

The dinner chair-
woman was Dr. Diane Six-

smith, chairwoman of the 
department of emergency 
medicine at New York Hos-

pital Queens. The keynote 
speaker was Debi Silber, 
the “Mojo Coach.” The em-
cee was Tracie Strahan, a 
reporter for WNBC-4 New 
York. A great group of Go 
Red supporters.

The second event was 
May 16, and it was the 
Northeast Queens Repub-
lican Club’s Candidates 
Night at the Clearview Golf 
Club.

One of the candidates 
was a rather interesting 
young man I had never met 
before. His name is Stephen 

Labate, and he is running 
against Steve Israel for 
the new 3rd Congressional 
District, part of which is 
now in Queens. The other 
candidates were George 

Maragos, who is running 
for U.S. Senate; Dan Hal-

loran, who is running for 
the 6th Congressional Dis-

trict; and Joe Concannon, 
who is running for the 11th 
Senate seat. Another infor-
mative evening.

The third event was 
last Thursday and was the 
Bayside-Whitestone Lions 
Club Invitation Scholarship 
Dinner at Verdi’s Restau-
rant in Whitestone. It was 
its first annual scholarship 
dinner. It honored nine lo-
cal high school seniors for 
their academic excellence 
and commitment to our 
community.

The scholarship recipi-
ents were Andrew Bodnar 
and Joanne Jeung of Bay-
side High School, Daniel 

Graham and Sarah Nev-

ille of St. Francis Prepara-
tory School, Chloe Gordils

and Jean Wong of Benja-
min N. Cardozo HS, Pat-

rick Lisante and Trevor 

Sesso of Holy Cross HS and 

Brent Owens of the World 
Journalism Preparatory 
School.

During the evening, 
there was a changing of the 
guard. Past President Paul 

Vallone was replaced by 
new President-elect Don-

ald Frain.
The Lions is also an 

organization that devotes 
much of its time, talent and 
money to improving the lot 
of many deserving people 
who would not otherwise 
receive the necessary fi-
nancial help.

Be sure and attend and 
support as many Memorial 
Day parades and events as 
you can, as they are impor-
tant.

That’s it for this week.

This was the last col-
umn filed by Dee Richard 
before she died on May 22.

Go Red for Women Dinner honors doctor from NYHQ

Jax Hts. native Rickles still in limelight after 7 decades

B
est known as an in-
sult comedian and 
comic actor, Don-
ald Jay Rickles was 

born May 8, 1926, and spent 
his early years in Jackson 
Heights. His father, Max, 
came to the United States 
from Lithuania in the early 
20th century and his moth-
er Etta was born to Austri-
an immigrants.

The Jewish parents 
and their only child spoke 
Yiddish at home. He has 
been married to Barbara 
Rickles for more than 45 
years and they have two 
children: a daughter Mindy 
and a son, producer Larry 
Rickles, who died in 2011 at 
age 41.

Following gradua-
tion from Newtown High 
School, Rickles joined the 
U.S. Navy during World 
War II, attaining the rank 
of seaman first class aboard 
the torpedo boat tender 
USS Cyrene. After return-
ing home, Rickles enrolled 
in the American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts and began 
landing small roles on TV.

Finding work scarce, 
the youthful actor turned 
to stand-up comedy, finding 
a special knack for heck-
ling audience members. By 
the early 1950s, he began 
referring to his victims as 
“hockey pucks.”

Later in the same de-
cade, the Queens native 

caught a big break while 
doing stand-up at a Miami 
Beach nightclub. Spotting 
Frank Sinatra in the audi-
ence, he shouted, “Make 
yourself at home, Frank. 
Hit somebody!”

The Hoboken, N.J., 
crooner enjoyed Rickles’ 
routine so much, he encour-
aged his Hollywood pals to 
see his new friend, inevi-
tably falling victim to the 
comedian’s jabs. Sinatra 
opened doors for Rickles, 
helping him find work en-
tertaining crowds in Las 
Vegas.

While making a name 
for himself putting down 
his audience, often to the 
tune of Spanish matador 
music before goring fully 
suspecting fans, the versa-
tile comedian branched out 
into film. He debuted on the 
silver screen in a more se-
rious role in the 1958 World 
War II drama “Run Silent, 
Run Deep.”

Rickles also found 
work on television in the 
following decade, appear-
ing in the comedy “Get 
Smart” and in the drama 
“Run for Your Life,” where 
he played a comedian who 
strangles a fan while plead-
ing with him to laugh at his 
jokes.

Having found success 
on stage, screen and tele-
vision, Rickles showed no 
signs of letting up, always 
exploring new outlets for 
his comic shtick. In 1965, 
he made the first of what 
would number more than 
100 appearances on “The 
Johnny Carson Show,” in 
one episode secretly switch-
ing places with a Japanese 
masseuse while softly whis-
pering into Carson’s ear.

The comic also en-
joyed a long-running rela-
tionship with Dean Mar-
tin as a frequent guest on 
“The Dean Martin Show” 
and “The Dean Martin Ce-

lebrity Roasts,” which ran 
until 1984. Viewers of com-
edy series including “The 
Addams Family” and “Gil-
ligan’s Island” were also 
treated to surprise appear-
ances from the actor.

For more than 60 years 
he has changed with the 
times. In the 1970s, Rickles 
found yet another venue 
for his comic routine in the 
television series “The Don 
Rickles Show” and C.P.O. 
Sharkey and amused audi-
ences on the game show 
“Hollywood Squares.”

He later brought his 
act to a new level, perform-
ing with old pal Frank Si-
natra at President Ronald 
Reagan’s second Inaugural 
Ball. He even made a return 
to Hollywood in his later 
years, appearing alongside 
Robert DeNiro in the 1994 
Martin Scorsese film “Ca-
sino” and providing the 
voice of Mr. Potato Head 
in the computer animated 

“Toy Story” movies.
As he approaches his 

86th year, Rickles has not 
lost a step. In 2007, he re-
leased his memoir, “Rick-
les’ Book,” and he still does 
stand-up in Las Vegas. 
Never failing to reinvent 
himself, in 2010 he even ap-
peared in a Snickers com-
mercial with Joe Pesci, 
which highlighted the un-
predictable, short-fuse na-
ture of both personalities.

Commenting on a ca-
reer spanning seven de-
cades and counting, Rickles 
said, “I’m in good health. 
I’m working better than I 
ever have. The audiences 
are great. Why should I re-
tire? I’m like a fighter. The 
bell rings and you come out 
and fight. My energy comes 
alive. And I still enjoy it.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

COLUMNS
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The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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Jaya Lisa Hariprasad, a resident of 
Queens Village, whose family emigrated 
from Guyana, is the Valedictorian of the 
Martin Van Buren HS Class of 2012. She is 
Vice President of the Scholars Institute, and 
is Treasurer of the Student Organization. 
Among the many extra-curricular activities 
Jaya participates in are ARISTA National 
Honor Society, the Robotics Club, the 
Website Team, the Book Club, the 
Yearbook Committee, and Peer to Peer, 
which is a club composed of seniors who 
mentor freshmen.  

Every October Jaya participates in the 
Queens Breast Cancer Walk with the 
Scholars Organization. She also has 
volunteered at the Queens Village Public 
Library during her summer vacations. In 
Martin Van Buren she is well known both 
to teachers and school offi cials including 
Parent Coordinator Mr. Crews, Coordinator 
of Student Affairs (COSA) Mr. Greenspan, 
Senior Advisor Mr. Castellano, Scholars 
Advisor Mr. Sweeting, and Ms. Mancini, 
who is the Creative Writing Teacher and 
leader of the Humane Society at Martin 
Van Buren HS.

Jaya fondly recalls is making a movie 
during her freshman year for her Global 
History Class. The subject was Martin 
Luther and his 95 Thesis. Keeping her hand 
in media, she is helping an outside writer 
gather information, write stories, and write 
captions for photos to be sent to the weekly 
newspapers.

On the academic front, Jaya took a 
College Now class through Queensborough 
Community College in English 101. Currently 
she is taking a Speech Communication 
course at QCC. Also, she takes part 
in the Jumpstart Program at Monroe 

College, where she is studying Information 
Technology. She has been accepted to 
all six colleges she applied to and will 
be attending CUNY Baruch, from which 
she obtained a scholarship for Academic 
Excellence.

Mr. Greenspan says, “Jaya Lisa is not 
only the best of the best at Martin Van 
Buren High School: she is the best of the 
best in the nation. For starters, Jaya is the 
school’s Valedictorian, scoring the highest 
average in the senior class. Intelligence 
and academic excellence, however, are 
the tip of the iceberg when discussing 
Jaya’s strengths and admirable qualities. 
She possesses an absolutely radiant 
personality; she lights up any room she 
walks into. She has the most mild, kind, 
and courteous disposition. She is active in 
all aspects of the school. Jaya is a modest 
student and a model citizen.”

When talking about Jaya to Principal 
Marilyn Shevell, Ms Shevell commented that 
Jaya’s mother, Ms. Chabidai Hariprasad is 
“always available to help in the school.” 
One can see where Jaya obtained some 
of her admirable qualities. Jaya says her 
personal philosophy is “keep your Dharma 
[duty and religious beliefs] alive and 
always stay on the righteous path.” When 
talking about her accomplishments, Jaya 
would like to, “Give thanks to my parents 
and family for always supporting me in 
my endeavors.” Jaya is a brilliant example 
of what our graduates are doing in local 
Queens public high schools.

- by Bob Harris

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

JAYA LISA HARIPRASAD
MAY 2012
STUDENT OF 
DISTINCTION
MVB HIGH SCHOOL
QUEENS VILLAGE, NY
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in life are free 
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the Basic Checking Account

 -No monthly maintenance fee
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Queens 
Astoria    718.267.1000 

Ditmars    718.721.3600      

Broadway    718.726.4800 

Bayside    718.352.8200

Bronx
Pelham Bay    718.430.0140 

Brooklyn
Bay Ridge    718.680.5800 

Kings Highway    718.336.4070      

Sunset Park    718.439.8270

Manhattan 
Midtown    212.730.5890

New Jersey 
Tenafly    201.862.9460 

Fort Lee   201.224.9292 

*Available for Consumers. Up to 10 free debit transactions per month and up to 25 free bill pay 

transaction per month. Minimum balance to open $10.00.

www.almabank.com

BY PHIL CORSO

Jerry Iannece’s bid 
for the 25th state Assembly 
District received a thumbs-
up from both local and 
boroughwide groups this 
week.

In an announcement 
Monday morning, the 
Queens County Democratic 
Committee said it unani-
mously endorsed Iannece 
in his run for the seat cur-
rently held by Assembly-
man Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows).

“I’m very hum-
bled and gratified 
by the committee’s 
decision,” Iannece 
said. “I hope I can 
make them proud.”

Iannece, who current-
ly serves as chairman of 
Community Board 11, an-
nounced his plans to run 
for the 25th Assembly Dis-
trict seat early last month 
and has since started col-
lecting endorsements for 
his bid.

The new lines, which 
run from Flushing to Doug-
laston, include most of Bay-
side Hills, where the CB 11 
chairman lives with his 
wife and two children. Ian-
nece, a former Bronx assis-
tant district attorney, also 
works within the newly 
drawn lines as an attorney 
in Fresh Meadows. 

Lancman, currently 
running for the 6th Con-
gressional District seat, 
said he would not run for 
re-election and will endorse 

a candidate for his 
Assembly seat, 
but has not yet 
announced whom 
that might be.

Iannece said 
he recently officially filed 
with the city Board of Elec-
tions and is raising money 
for his Assembly bid.

In its monthly newslet-
ter, the Bayside Hills Civic 
Association said it unani-
mously backed Iannece in 
his run for the Assembly. 
Iannece has a lengthy his-

tory with the civic asso-
ciation and served as the 
group’s president before 
being named chairman of 
the community board for 
Bayside, Little Neck, Doug-
laston and parts of Auburn-
dale.

“We could not sit on 
the sidelines and just watch 
while the best candidate for 
the job is right under our 
nose,” Bayside Hills Civic 
Association President Mi-
chael Feiner said in the 
newsletter. “Jerry simply 
deserves our support be-
cause he has earned it.”

Though he said he was 
happy to receive any en-
dorsement in his current 
bid for the Assembly, Ian-
nece said there was some-
thing special about being 
recognized by the local 
civic association.

“To be endorsed by 
your own community is 
the greatest compliment of 
all,” Iannece said. “These 
are your friends and neigh-
bors. These are the people 

who have seen you in and 
out every day.”

Nily Rozic, chief of 
staff to Assemblyman Bri-
an Kavanagh (D-Manhat-
tan) and a resident of Fresh 
Meadows, is the only other 
contender to have publicly 
announced a run for the 
Lancman seat.

The newly drawn As-
sembly district lines in-
clude most of Bayside Hills, 
where Iannece lives with 
his wife and two children. 
The former Bronx assis-
tant district attorney also 
works within the newly 
drawn lines as an attorney 
in Fresh Meadows.

In 2009, Kevin Kim de-
feated Iannece in a Demo-
cratic primary for City 
Council in the district now 
represented by Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone).

“It’s tough to put your-
self out there,” Iannece 
said. “For people to em-
brace you along the way is 
a wonderful thing.”

Qns County Dems back Iannece for Assembly

Community Board 11 Chairman Jerry Iannece says he is humbled to 
receive an endorsement from the Queens Democratic Committee.

Oakland Lake Park path 
to be remodeled next year

BY PHIL CORSO

Almost one year after 
the completion of a $2.5 
million city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
project to improve storm-
water runoff at Oakland 
Lake Park, the city Parks 
Department announced fi-
nal plans to retool the area’s 
pathway for pedestrians.

“It’s a win-win sce-
nario for everyone and I’m 
very proud of all of it,” said 
Jerry Iannece, the Commu-
nity Board 11 chairman. “It 
was a collaborative effort 
from the ground up.”

Iannece said nearly 20 
years of work culminated in 
the final plans to improve 
the pathway around the 
park after the DEP helped 
transform the vegetation 
surrounding the lake into 

a lively park. But despite 
the new terrain, the pedes-
trian pathway still became 
muddy and difficult to walk 
through after rainfall.

“The pathway was the 
only part that wasn’t fully 
addressed in the plans,” 
Iannece said. “It was al-
ways covered with mud and 
was not conducive to walk-
ing around.”

A new $1.6 million 
Parks Department plan 
was unveiled at CB 11’s 
May meeting, which in-
cluded raising and sloping 
the pathway and inserting 
drainage pipes underneath 
so the storm runoff could 
travel around the perime-
ter to access the lake, Parks 
said. A boardwalk will also 
be installed so pedestrians 
can get closer to the water-
front.

The project, still in its 
design stage, should start 
around spring 2013, pend-
ing review from the DEP, 
Parks said. If started on 
time, the pathway should 
be complete by the follow-
ing fall.

Michael Feiner, presi-
dent of the Bayside Hills 
Civic Association, said 
he was glad to see further 
steps taken to enhance the 
area, referring to Oakland 
Lake Park as one of the 
most beautiful spots in 
Bayside.

Iannece, who helped 
push the project forward 
since his tenure as BHCA 
president in 1996, said he 
was delighted to see results 
after so many had devoted 
time to the project from the 
local level to the state.
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Douglaston neighbor buzzed on beekeeping
BY PHIL CORSO

Nothing makes Douglaston’s 
Ruth Harrigan buzz more than 
bees, and with four hives of her 
own, she keeps busy with her 
winged workmates.

“I draw life lessons from the 
bees in everything they do,” Har-
rigan said. “They are so caring, 
so nurturing and they all have 
their place in the hive.”

After finding herself with a 
brand new swarm after a Man-
hattan beekeeping friend notified 
Harrigan of her  bee-infested rose 
garden, Harrigan said she was 
happy to tend to the noisy neigh-
bors.

“I spend an hour or two each 
weekend just tending to bees,” 
Harrigan said. “The buzzing 
sound is very soothing to me.”

Harrigan, a three-year vet-
eran of beekeeping, said she soon 
would place the new swarms into 
a hive of their own to join the four 
hives she keeps in a friend’s back-
yard in Douglaston.

According to Harrigan, 
Douglaston’s scenic landscape 

provides the hives with plenty of 
food, allowing them to flourish 
at a time when bees have become 
scarcer as a species.

“Location is key to keep bee-
hives,” Harrigan said. “I want to 
contribute in my own way to help 
this planet, and by keeping bees I 

can help bring them back as well 
as pollinate all the trees in our 
area.”

Scientific studies have sug-
gested the declining population 
of bees might be linked to com-
monly used pesticides.

Harrigan said she stumbled 
upon the joy of beekeeping acci-
dentally while researching chick-
ens, which she was going to buy 
for her children as a pet. What 
originally started out as a quick 
read on the 2010 legalization of 
beekeeping in New York City 
quickly grew wings of its own. 
Within months, the Douglaston 
resident had signed up for a crash 
course on beekeeping and was 
immediately sold.

“I realized quickly that I 
loved bees and this was some-
thing I had do to,” Harrigan said.

Since then, Harrigan said she 
has spent every fall at the Doug-
laston Arts Festival selling the 
honey her bees produced with as 
many as 50 pounds each year. The 
goal, she said, was to raise aware-
ness in the neighborhood and get 
residents interested in talking 

about the wonders of bees.
“I don’t think people know 

that human beings would not ex-
ist without honeybees,” Harrigan 
said. “My friends who used to be 
very quick to exterminate look at 
bees very differently now.”

But that does not mean her 
buzzing buddies always play nice. 
Harrigan said she has received 
her fair share of bee stings, for 
better or worse.

“I’ve been stung plenty of 
times,” Harrigan said. “But they 
weren’t always harmful. After 
one accidental sting on my arm, I 
had stopped suffering from back 
pain I was experiencing around 
that time. It never came back.”

While tending the bees, Har-
rigan said she was most fascinat-
ed by the politics within the hive.

“Everyone has a task, and 
that is how they run the colony so 
efficiently,” Harrigan said. “We 
have much to learn from them.”

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

Douglaston resident Ruth Harrigan tends to a new swarm of bees she captured 
from Manhattan last weekend. Photo courtesy Kieran Harrigan
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CELEBRATION 2012
An Evening of Song & Laughter

Irene Failenbogen
Spanish-Ladino Singer

Modi
Sensational Comedian

Cantor Moti Fuchs
Singing From His Heart

With: HJC Youth Choir

SUNDAY, JUNE 3 @ 7:15PM
HILLCREST JEWISH CENTER

183-02 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY 11366
HillcrestNews@aol.com • www.HillcrestJC.org

For Tickets: Call 718-380-4145 OR at the door prior to Showtime
$30 General Seating • $40 & $60 Reserved Seats ($100 - VIP w/ dinner)*

$15 Students (w/ ID)
*Children under 12 – one FREE ticket with purchase of each Reserved Seat

spiring to deal heroin in Janu-
ary.

A criminal complaint filed 
by the U.S. attorney’s office 
against Daniels outlined several 
instances in which the officer re-
sponded promptly to the calls of 
Curtis and his drug ring.

Daniels was suspended with-
out pay last week and faces de-
partment sanctions, regardless 
of the case’s outcome, including 
termination, police said.

According to the complaint, 
Daniels also asked favors of his 
own, ranging from money to 
borrowing Curtis’ vehicles. The 
wiretap also had Daniels asking 
Curtis to help him in acquiring 
“any working revolver,” the court 
papers said.

The court documents re-
vealed Curtis had corresponded 
with the officer on various occa-
sions to ask for advice or sensi-
tive police information about his 
associates. In one instance, Cur-
tis had asked Daniels how to get 
“gunshot residue off your hands” 
and if he could “clap a felon” for 
him, the complaint said.

Upon Curtis’ requests, Dan-

iels would run criminal back-
ground checks for the drug dealer 
to gather license plate informa-
tion, prosecutors said.

“Yo[u] do them plates real 
quick,” Curtis texted to Dan-
iels, to which the officer replied, 
“What u need I got it,” the com-
plaint said.

According to the documents, 
Daniels would respond to Curtis’ 
inquiries using the password for 
his partner.

Prosecutors said Daniels 
once drove one of Curtis’ vehicles 
to the scene where a fellow asso-
ciate was arrested. The officer 
identified himself as a cop and 
asked information of the arrest-
ing officer, then relayed what he 
had learned back to Curtis, the 
complaint said.

Federal authorities said the 
investigation had also found that 
Daniels allowed Curtis to use his 
bank account to transfer money 
from  Jermaine Ward, a suspected 
drug dealer in Wichita, Kan. In 
one instance, Ward wired $3,500 
to Daniels’ account before the of-
ficer withdrew the funds for Cur-
tis, according to court papers.

The DEA had been investi-
gating the heroin trafficking or-
ganization out of Wichita since 
October 2008 with the NYPD’s In-
ternal Affairs Bureau and the In-
ternal Revenue Service, officials 
said, which led federal investiga-
tors to Curtis.

They began tapping the offi-
cer’s phone in April 2011, accord-
ing to the complaint, which led to 
the discovery of Daniels’ involve-
ment.

workers piecing together the 
park’s new playground, slated by 
Parks to open by early June.

Portions of the playground 
unaffected by the flames re-
mained erect while an entirely 
new portion was built alongside 
it. The fresh additions included 
new slides and tree-themed path-

ways.
Though the cause of the fire 

was still unknown after eight 
months, Weprin said it was likely 
an act of vandalism involving 
area teenagers.

“We have a feeling it was 
young people because we’ve 
heard stories of younger teenage 
guys hanging out late at night 
around there,” Weprin said. “We 
don’t know for sure, but we know 
it became a real fireball.” 

Continued from Page 2

Alley Pond

Adeline Jardula, 90
Adeline Melone Jardula, who lived in Bayside Hills from 1960-78, 

died May 16 at Charlotte Hungerford Hospital in Torrington, Conn. 
She was 90.

Jardula was born July 24, 1921, in Brooklyn, the daughter of the 
late Joseph and Mabel Melone. She was employed by the U.S. Postal 
Service as a clerk and was a member of the APWU Union.

She was known to everyone as “Aunty Addy” and was the wife of 
the late Thomas Jardula, of Little Ferry, N.J.

Jardula is survived by her niece Laura Wallace-Rhodes, nephews 
Michael Wallace and Kevin Wallace and great-nieces Katherine Brin-
disi and Cheyenne Rhodes.

A burial mass was celebrated Friday at St. Peter Church, at 107 
E. Main St. in Torrington. Burial was followed in Calverton National 
Cemetery on Long Island.

Memorial contributions may be made to the American Diabetes 
Association, P.O. Box 11454, Alexandria, VA 22312.

Condolences may be sent to the Jardula family by visiting cookfu-
neralhomect.com.

Continued from Page 1

111 Pct.

111th Precinct cop Devon Daniels 
is removed from his house af-
ter federal investigators found 
he allegedly betrayed his badge 
by helping a Jamaica drug dealer. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

On this Memorial Day, let us not forget
the men and women of our Armed Services
and those Veterans, who have served our

nation with honor.

Assemblywoman

GRACE MENG
22nd District

136-20 38th Ave., Suite 10A Flushing, NY 11354
718-939-0195
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On Memorial Day, we recognize and honor those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country, 

those who have proudly served, and those 
who wear the uniform today. 

MARK S. WEPRIN
Council Member

COOKIES, CAKES, PETIT
FORS, PASTRIES,

CUSTOM CAKES...
ALL BAKED ON SITE

47-36 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY 11361

718-423-4400
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Happy Memorial Day

Assemblyman Edward C. Braunstein 
26th Assembly District

District Office
213-33 39th Avenue, Suite 238

Bayside, NY 11361
718-357-3588

Committees: Aging, Cities, Insurance, Judiciary, 
Small Business & Transportation.

As we spend time with our families this Memorial Day, let us stop 
to remember all those who have sacrificed so much for our freedom.

ers have been without a 
contract for two years, and 
they claim resident care 
has suffered since manage-
ment decided to stop replac-
ing staff who call in sick.

“The staffing levels 
are not enough to give the 
residents the same amount 
of care I’d like to receive if I 
was in their position,” said 
Certified Nursing Assis-
tant Cheryl Vanputten.

Union spokeswoman 
Kate Meckler said the home 
was looking to cut regular 
work week hours from 37.5 
to 35 hours and was claim-
ing it could not provide a 
fair wage increase for em-
ployees because of econom-
ic hardship. She said an au-
dit of the home revealed it 
had $55 million in reserve 
funds.

“We call on the home 
to explain why they cannot 
use some of that money to 

give the hardworking staff 
a fair wage increase,” she 
said.

Neither management 
nor the Brooklyn bishop’s 
office returned a request for 
comment, athough Ozanam 
Hall released a statement 
on the matter back on May 
7.

“We understand the 
employees’ frustration and 
we have made proposals, 
which take into account the 
employees’ needs and the 
home’s long-term crisis,” 
Ozanam Hall said. “So far 
the union has rejected our 
proposals. Neither side 
has declared an impasse 
and more negotiations are 
scheduled.”

State Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows), chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Work-
place Safety and a candi-
date for the 6th Congressio-
nal District, said he had not 
had any conversations with 
management and he sup-
ported the workers.

“If the people who 
work in this facility and 

really make it the great fa-
cility that it is ... are telling 
us that they are not able to 
deliver the level of care that 
they’re used to and they 
think the residents deserve 
and that drove them to get 
into this profession in the 
first place, we should really 
listen very closely,” he said 
before signing a letter ask-
ing the Rev. Nicholas Di-
Marzio, bishop of the Dio-
cese of Brooklyn,  to step in 
on behalf of the residents.

Meckler said Avella 
originally agreed to sign 
the letter, but then e-mailed 
her to say he had changed 
his position after the con-
ference call with manage-
ment.

“I dis-invited him be-
cause he said he was not 
going to sign the letter,” she 
said.

Avella said he never 
intended to sign the letter 
but rather wanted to step 
in and advocate that the 
two sides negotiate in good 
faith on the contract.

Certified Nursing Assistant Cheryl Vanputten (c.) signs a letter asking the Rev. Nicholas DiMarzio 
to step in on behalf of patients at Ozanam Hall, as Local 342 spokeswoman Kate Meckler and 
Assemblyman Rory Lancman look on. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Continued from Page 1

Ozanam
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   Investment returns are not guaranteed, and  
you could lose money by investing in the plan.
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   The Comptroller of the State of New York and the New York State Higher Education 
Services Corporation are the Program Administrators and are responsible for 
implementing and administering the Direct Plan. Upromise Investments, Inc. and 
Upromise Investment Advisors, LLC serve as Program Manager and Recordkeeping and 
Servicing Agent, respectively, and are responsible for day-to-day operations, including 
effecting transactions. The Vanguard Group, Inc. serves as the Investment Manager. 
Vanguard Marketing Corporation markets, distributes and underwrites the Direct Plan.

   No guarantee: None of the State of New York, its agencies, the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC), The Vanguard Group, Inc., Upromise Investments, Inc., nor any of their 
applicable affiliates insures accounts or guarantees the principal deposited therein or any 
investment returns on any account or investment portfolio. 

   New York’s 529 College Savings Program currently includes two separate 529 plans. The 
Direct Plan is sold directly by the Program. You may also participate in the Advisor Plan, 
which is sold exclusively through financial advisors and has different investment options 
and higher fees and expenses as well as financial advisor compensation. 

   For more information about New York’s 529 College Savings 
Program Direct Plan, obtain a Program Brochure and Tuition 
Savings Agreement at www.ny529directplan.com  
or by calling 1-800-376-9166. This includes investment 
objectives, risks, charges, expenses, and other information. 
You should read and consider them carefully before investing.  

©2012 State of New York

You provide  
the love.
We’ll provide the tax breaks.
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May 29 is 529 Day.  
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See how much 
$30 a week can 
turn into:†

†  This hypothetical example does not represent the return on any particular investment. The final account balance 
does not reflect any taxes or penalties that may be due upon distribution. Actual costs of borrowing and 
returns on savings will vary and may be higher or lower than those shown.  Source: Vanguard College Savings 
Projector at http://www.archimedes.com/vanguard/collsavings.phtml

%�6!0/7�
)�2�������0�����
�

������	�7� 

%89!/�: 
)�2��������9�����


������	�7�

Avella wants Huang barred from building in Queens
BY REBECCA HENELY

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) called upon 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and the city Department 
of Buildings last Thursday 
to ban notorious developer 
Tommy Huang from con-
tinuing to do business in 
Queens and the city.

“Every piece of prop-
erty this developer has 
touched has become a prob-
lem for the neighboring 
properties,” Avella said.

The senator made his 
demands at D&D Glass Co., 
a glass auto repair busi-
ness at 94-14 Queens Blvd. 
in Elmhurst. The business 
is on the same block as a 
construction site, where 
on Jan. 10, 2011, a 27-year-
old worker and father, 
Hedilberto Sanchez, died 
from cardiac arrest. He 
was working on an 18-by-
65-foot cinder block wall, 
which collapsed while he 
and three other workers 

were pouring concrete into 
it. The three other men sus-
tained injuries in the acci-
dent.

Huang owns the site, 
which is set to become a 
five-story apartment com-
plex.

After the accident, the 
U.S. Labor Department’s 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration 
fined three companies in 
connection with the ac-
cident, one of which was 
H Rock Corp., chaired by 
Huang’s son Henry. H Rock 
Corp. agreed in August 
2011 to pay $14,670 in 18 in-
stallments in a settlement 
involving the accident.

Avella said the site at 
84-18 Queens Blvd., where 
Sanchez died, has also 
caused problems for some 
adjacent buildings. Avella 
said Engine 287, at 86-53 
Grand Ave., has had cracks 
in its concrete walls due 
to the construction of the 
apartment complex. D&D 

has also sustained cracks 
in its building foundation.

“The condition of my 
building was very nice be-
fore they started the proj-
ect,” said Michael Demitri-
ou, owner of D&D.

Avella said current 
city legislation can bar 
contractors from receiving 

work permits, but it can-
not bar individuals who 
constantly violate codes. 
He said Bloomberg and the 
DOB have a responsibility 
to stop giving Huang build-
ing permits.

“We have building 
codes and construction 
codes for a reason,” Avella 

said. “Why aren’t they be-
ing enforced?”

Huang, who once 
claimed to want to become 
the Asian-American Don-

ald Trump, is infamous in 
Queens for a 1999 felony 
conviction for pouring hun-
dreds of gallons of fuel oil 
into the basement of RKO 
Keith’s Theatre in Flushing 
as well as ignoring asbestos 
contamination in the his-
toric movie house. Huang 
had to pay a $5,000 fine and 
was given five years’ proba-
tion.

Flushing zoning ex-
pert and activist Paul Gra-
ziano said Huang’s projects 
never have successful out-
comes.

“This guy is a bad 
seed,” Graziano said. “He 
is a guy who should not be 
developing.” 

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

State Sen. Tony Avella (c.), along with Elmhurst businessman Michael Demitriou (l.) and activist Paul 
Graziano tell the city to stop giving permits to developer Tommy Huang. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, M
AY 24-30, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

NE

19

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The New York Mets 

aside, Citi Field is finally 
guaranteed to host a team 
of all-stars next year.

Major League Baseball 
awarded the 2013 All-Star 
Game to the Flushing stadi-
um in an announcement at 
City Hall May 16 with MLB 
Commissioner Bud Selig, 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
Mets CEO Fred Wilpon and 
Mr. Met in attendance.

The 45,000-capacity 
ballpark will host the 84th 
Midsummer Classic next 
season, tentatively set for 
Tuesday, July 16.

“Next year’s All-Star 
Game is going to dem-
onstrate once again that 
there’s no place like New 
York for world-class sport-

ing events,” said Bloomberg, 
adding that the game will 
create a $191 million eco-
nomic increase boost for 
the city. “Major League 
Baseball clearly recognizes 
this since they’re bringing 
the All-Star Game back to 
New York for the second 
time in just five years.”

It will be the ninth 
All-Star Game in baseball 
history to be played in New 
York, the most of any host 
city. Old Yankee Stadium 
hosted the last All-Star 
Game in the city in 2008, 
while this will be the first 
hosted by the Mets since 
Shea Stadium’s opening 
season in 1964.

The National League 
won that game, defeating 
the American League 7-4. 
The game featured 21 Hall 

of Famers, including Hank 
Aaron, Mickey Mantle, 
Sandy Koufax and Willie 
Mays.

Commissioner Bud 
Selig said he was proud to 
award the game to the Mets 
during this, their golden 
anniversary season.

“We are delighted to 
bring the Midsummer Clas-
sic to Citi Field, a wonderful 

ballpark that has carried 
on the remarkable National 
League tradition in New 
York City,” he said. “The 
Mets will be superb hosts 
to next summer’s greatest 
sporting event. The whole 
New York area, I think, will 
be very pleased.”

The All-Star festivities 
will include more than just 
the game, as it encompasses 

five days of events includ-
ing a home-run derby, a ce-
lebrity softball competition 
and a host of entertainment 
opportunities.

“Thanks to the efforts 
of Mayor Bloomberg and 
Commissioner Selig, it’s 
a great honor for every-
one at the Mets to host the 
2013 All-Star Game at Citi 
Field,” Wilpon said. “Mets 

fans and all people in the 
New York tri-state area and 
beyond will have the oppor-
tunity to take part in the 
events that Major League 
Baseball will bring to New 
York.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Queens is ready to play ball when Citi Field hosts the 2013 Major 
League Baseball All-Star Game. Photo by Christina Santucci

MLB picks Mets to host 2013 All-Star Game

Volunteer ambulance service 
seeks new members

The Glen Oaks Volunteer Ambulance Corps is look-
ing for members of the Glen Oaks; Floral Park; Bellerose; 
Oakland Gardens; New Hyde Park, L.I.; and North Shore 
Towers communities to join its volunteer team.

It will provide the necessary training and par-
ticipants will have access to opportunities for further 
training and participation.

If you are over 14 and want to help your community, 
please call 718-347-1637 or visit the corps headquarters at 
257-02 Union Tnpk. in Floral Park, across from the Glen 
Oaks Shopping Center.

Members are available after 7 p.m. Sunday to Fri-
day and 9 a.m. to 12 a.m. on Saturday for inquiries and 
to provide membership applications.
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LATE PAGE

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG
 The program is available to Con Edison residential electric customers who live in one-

to-four unit homes. Refrigerators and freezers must be in working condition, owned by 
the resident, and must be a minimum of 10 cubic feet in size, using inside measurements. 
JACO Environmental is the Con Edison contractor responsible for pick-up and recycling 
of refrigerators and freezers. Limit two units per residential address.

$50
REBATE

$100
A YEAR

ON ENERGY

SAVE UP TO

Get $50 For Recycling 
Your Old Fridge or Freezer
Your freezer or old, working second fridge can cost a lot to run. If you don’t 

use it often, call the Green Team and we’ll recycle it for free. You’ll save 

money and energy, get a $50 rebate, and help keep harmful materials out 

of landfi lls. 

To schedule a FREE weekday or Saturday pick up, 
call 1-800-430-9505 or visit conEd.com/greenteam 

BY PHIL CORSO

City Councilman Dan 
Halloran’s (R-Whitestone) 
congressional bid will be 
temporarily sidelined  as 
the councilman undergoes 
a neurosurgical procedure 
to remove a benign tumor.

Halloran, who was 
scheduled to be operated on 
Wednesday, said he would 
remain in the hospital for 
the rest of the week before 
returning home to Flush-
ing to recuperate.

“My doctors expect a 
speedy recovery, and I hope 
to be back on my feet with-
in a few weeks and get back 
to the business of serving 
in City Hall and fighting 
for our district, the middle 
class and our shared val-
ues.”

Spokesman Steven 
Stites said Halloran was 
diagnosed in March on the 

morning of his campaign 
kick-off for the 6th Congres-
sional seat. He has since 
been actively campaigning 
while juggling his duties as 
a councilman.

He will undergo sur-
gery at the NYU Langone 
Medical Center in Manhat-
tan.

“It’s been something 
he has thought about, but it 
has not slowed him down,” 
Stites said.

The location of the tu-
mor was not disclosed, but 
Halloran said the operation 
would be lengthy.

Stites said doctors ex-
pected a speedy recovery 
for the councilman, though 
he was still admittedly ner-
vous.

“Who wouldn’t be?” 
Halloran said.

In his statement, Hal-
loran said his surgery was 
a small ordeal when com-

pared to what other New 
Yorkers might be living 
through. He said the proce-
dure seemed relatively mi-
nor when compared to the 
plight of others who may 
have lost their jobs and he 
would remember that as 
motivation.

“I will keep you all in 
my mind as I fight through 
this surgery, so I can get 
back to working for you,” 
Halloran said.

Stites said the coun-
cilman’s office would con-
tinue running at full speed 
throughout Halloran’s 
recovery period, with the 
same operating hours and 
the same workload with no 
drop-off in constituent ser-
vices.

Looking forward, Hal-
loran said he was glad to 
receive the support he had 
seen since announcing his 
surgery Monday.

Halloran undergoes surgery 
to remove benign tumor
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Call now! 
877.340.8718  petro.com

HEATING OIL  |  AIR CONDITIONING  |  CHIMNEY 

*$1,000 rebate applies to qualifi ed systems only. Limited time offer, expires 7/31/12, equipment must be installed by 8/15/12. 
Local, state and utility tax credits and rebates of up to $600 vary by state and must meet SEER and EER criteria to qualify. 
Credit offer applies to current Petro customers who install any qualifi ed ductless AC equipment and will be applied to 
account. **Subject to credit approval by GE Money. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Must present this ad at the 
time of quote. Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2012 Petro. P_12274

Get a rebate of up to $1,000 
when you buy any qualified central AC system from Petro
or $100 off the installation of any ductless AC system.
Save even more with up to $600 in local rebates and incentives!*

Plus, $0 down and affordable monthly 
payments for qualified customers!** 

SAVE UP TO $1,600 
on a new central AC 
system this summer 
or
GET UP TO $700 OFF 
a new ductless 
AC system*

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Health Plus and Amerigroup 

have become one health plan. 

�����������	
	�
����������
�

the same great products —

they’re not changing.  

But now they’re backed by a team 

that has more doctors, more 

hospitals and more choices than 

ever. HealthPlus Amerigroup: 

�����������	�
�����������

Questions? Visit healthplus.amerigroup.com. 

New York has a great new team. Y0005_12 HP Print File & Use 03/26/2012

HealthPlus Amerigroup is an HMO 
with a Medicare contract.

Managed
Long-Term 

Care
Medicare
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To schedule an appointment, please call (516) 723-BONE (2663).
University Orthopaedic Associates
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group

611 Northern Boulevard, Suite 200, Great Neck, NY 11021
universityorthoassociates.com

university orthopaedic associates
the premier provider of orthopaedic

care in the region
University Orthopaedic Associates offers a full complement of orthopaedic services, including:

Our expert team of sub-specialty trained orthopaedic surgeons use the most advanced technologies and techniques 
to provide individualized care.

� Athletic Trauma
� General Orthopaedics
� Arthroscopy and Minimally

Invasive Procedures

� Joint Replacement and Reconstruction
� Sports Medicine
� Trauma and Fracture care
� Spine

� Pediatrics
� Hand and Wrist
� Foot and Ankle
� Musculoskeletal Oncology

Stanley E. Asnis, MD
Robert M. Bernstein, MD
Richard M. Bochner, MD

Ariel T. Goldman, MD

Steven E. Rokito, MD
Nicholas A. Sgaglione, MD

Jeff S. Silber, MD
Rohit B. Verma, MD

Samuel Kenan, MD
Lewis B. Lane, MD

Thomas M. Mauri, MD
John E. Morrison, MD

Our Surgeons

Pomonok after-school program could get ax
BY JOE ANUTA

The budget dance be-
tween City Hall and the 
City Council is underway, 
and Monday night a group 
of parents and children 
held a rally against pro-
posed cuts that could wipe 
out an after-school program 
at Pomonok Houses.

The Queens Communi-
ty House Pomonok Center, 
at 67-09 Kissena Blvd. in 
Flushing,  provides free af-
ter-school programs — like 
homework help, arts and 
crafts, character develop-
ment and fitness programs 
— to about 155 students in 
the area from kindergarten 
through sixth-grade.

If the programs are 
cut, it would have a devas-
tating effect on the commu-
nity, according to parents.

“Our children’s 
dreams become a crushed 
reality with each school, 
park and youth program we 

allow to be closed down,” 
said Crystal McMoore, who 
spoke at the rally.

She also expressed 
her concern about what 
the children will do after 
school if they do not have 
constructive environments 
in which to learn and build 
skills, a sentiment shared 
by Susan Matloff-Nieves, 
associate executive direc-
tor of Queen Community 
House.

“After-school pro-
grams support the entire 
family and provide children 
with a safe and enriching 
environment during the 
time between the end of the 
school day and the arrival 
home from work of their 
parents,” she said.

The Pomonok Cen-
ter’s funding comes out of 
a mayoral budget category 
called Out of School Time 
Program, according to City 
Councilman James Genna-
ro (D-Fresh Meadows), who 

was not at the rally but is 
an opponent of the cuts.

The program in the 
proposed budget for next 

year is slashed by 20 per-
cent, from the current level 
of $94.7 million to $75.5 mil-
lion, Gennaro said. In total, 

the cuts would threaten 
30 after-school programs 
across the borough, which 
Gennaro said cannot hap-

pen.
“I am deeply concerned 

about the prospect of these 
closings,” Gennaro said in 
a statement. “OST program-
ming is extremely valuable 
and provides a combination 
of educational, recreational 
and cultural activities for 
young people after school 
and in the summer.”

But even if the funding 
eventually gets restored, it 
will not be enough money 
to keep up with rising costs, 
the councilman said.

Increased costs for 
training staff members 
means that to retain the 
same level of current ser-
vice, the city would need to 
add additional funding to 
the tune of about $80 mil-
lion.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

City Councilman James Gennaro (l.) has decried proposed budget cuts that would cut programs for 
children in his district. Photo courtesy Gennaro
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

EYEGLASSES
2 for $99

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present 
prior to purchase. Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends July 31, 2012.

NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
 EYEGLASSES

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 
2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. 

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends July 31, 2012.

DISPOSABLE 
 CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends July 31, 2012.

$99 $99
B.T.B.T.B.T.

$100 OFF
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, vision 
plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends July 31, 2012. B.T.

*FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

718.631.3699
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

CONTINUING EDUC ATION

TEENS
C O L L EG E

CLASSES START  JULY 9 THRU AUGUST 16, 2012

Entrepreneurship

Engineering
Technology

College Prep

Performing Arts

Internships

Architecture

Leadership

Test Prep 
✺

✺
✺

✺

✺

✺

✺

✺

718-631-6343    www.qcc.cuny.edu/conted
222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364    Library 118P

For more information Contact 
Jacqueline Montgomery Director of Kids College

718-281-5632    Jmontgomery@qcc.cuny.edu

Tens of thousands of ultra-Orthodox Jewish men gathered for a rally at Citi 
Field Sunday evening to discuss the dangers of the Internet. Only men were 
allowed to buy tickets to the event, and viewing parties were set up for wom-
en at other locations. (Clockwise from l.) Attendees fill the baseball stadium; 
protesters dressed as cavemen wave signs outside; and men use binoculars 
to watch the proceedings. Photos by Steven Malecki
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Calvary Hospital’s unique Family Care Center is one more example of why Calvary has 
been the world standard for palliative care for over a century, caring for not only terminally 
ill patients, but for their loved ones as well. The fact is, a family member with terminal 
cancer puts the entire family at risk for depression, anxiety disorders, physical sickness 
and disruptions in life – both at home and at work. Understanding this need to 
treat “the whole patient” emotionally and physically, Calvary provides a Family Care 
Center, exclusively for the patients’ families. Designed with home-like furniture, a 
large TV, computer and internet, as well as a play area for children, it is a place for 
families to rest and rejuvenate. Regular health programs are offered based on education 
and prevention. Calvary automatically assigns a Family Care Practitioner to each 
and every patient and their family, meeting whatever needs they may have. This 
family-centric approach to care is unlike any other. After all, this is Calvary Hospital.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

Calvary’s renowned end-of-life care
also relieves the pain and suffering of the patient’s family. 

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

Lancman calls for end to overconstruction
BY STEVE MOSCO

  
State Assemblyman 

Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) is ratcheting up 
his campaign in the pre-
lude to the June primary.

The candidate for the 
6th Congressional District 
held a rally with former 
Mayor Ed Koch in front of 
JP Morgan Chase headquar-
ters in Manhattan 
May 16,  blasting 
the U.S. Securities 
Exchange Commis-
sion and Congress 
for “failing to reform Wall 
Street.”

“The 2008 financial 
meltdown that shook the 
global economy and threw 
millions of Americans 
out of work wasn’t an ac-
cident,” Lancman said last 
week. “It was the natural 
and predictable conse-
quence of deliberately lax 
regulation and oversight 
and a casino culture that 
championed speculation 
for speculation’s sake, se-

cure in the knowledge that 
defrauded investors had 
almost no meaningful legal 
recourse to recover their 
losses — and very little has 
changed.”

Koch, who endorsed 
Lancman, said JP Morgan 
Chase’s recent loss of more 
than $2 billion  should com-
pel members of Congress to 
expedite regulations that 

would protect the 
public.

Lancman then 
stood with civic 
leaders in Bowne 

Park Friday to discuss the 
proposed Homes and Es-
sential Landmarks Preser-
vation Act aimed at com-
batting overdevelopment 
at the federal level, which 
Lancman would look to en-
act if he wins the Congres-
sional election. 

The HELP Act would 
limit tax deductions for 
property owners not in 
compliance with zoning 
laws, promote tax credits 
for properties listed in the 

National Historic Register, 
fund the city and state’s 
zoning enforcement, and 
clarify the Religious Land 
Use and Institutionalized 
Persons Act to ensure reli-
gious institutions do not ig-
nore zoning regulations.

“Overdevelopment de-
stroys the character of our 
communities,” Lancman 

said. “The HELP Act is a 
federal solution to the pro-
liferation of McMansions, 
improperly zoned offices, 
inappropriate commercial 
development and overly 
large community facilities 
where single-family homes 
and small businesses once 
stood, and the desecration 
of historic sites and neigh-

borhoods by developers 
who put profits ahead of the 
interest of residents.”

Finally, Lancman ral-
lied with Jewish commu-
nity leaders in Freedom 
Square in Kew Gardens 
Sunday to celebrate Yom 
Yerushalayim — Jerusa-
lem Day. 

Lancman called for 

the United States to adjust 
its policy and officially rec-
ognize Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel.

“Our government’s re-
fusal to recognize Jerusa-
lem as the eternal and un-
divided capital of Israel is a 
major obstacle to peace,” he 
said. “The sooner America 
helps the Palestinians ac-
cept this reality by recog-
nizing Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital, the quicker peace 
will come.”

As for endorsements, 
Lancman got the nod from 
the American Federation of 
State, County and Munici-
pal Employees of New York 
last week. 

The union, represent-
ing more than 420,000 
public service employees 
across the state, said Lanc-
man will “stand up against 
efforts to privatize Social 
Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid and continue his 
fight against privitization 
of vital city safety net ser-
vices.”

State Assemblyman Rory Lancman rallied against overdevelopment with civic groups in Bowne Park. 
. Photo courtesy Lancman
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The skies above Socrates Sculpture Park 
and Noguchi Museum were filled with all 
kinds of kites Saturday afternoon for an 
event called Kite Flight, which featured 
a workshop to make flying objects from 
plastic bags. (Clockwise from top) Ian 
O’Sullivan, 7, chases his pirate kite with 
the Manhattan skyline in the background; 
Mads Lynnerup (r.) holds his creation 
over Francie Scanlon’s head; Sam Grimm 
(front l.) tries to get some momentum 
as Mario (c.) and J.P. Primiano hold the 
swath of fabric still; Lea Seow of Jackson 
Heights prepares for launch; Kaila Mckie, 
4, runs with her kite in tow; and Miguel 
Bastades, 7, takes a lap around the park. 

Photos by Christina Santucci 
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CREATE YOUR SMILE

w w w . t o o t h n y . c o m

NEW PATIENT 
SPECIAL
$$$$$$$$$$$$ CLEANING

EXAM &
X-RAYS.

IPAD 2
SAVEOR $$$$$$$$$$$7777777777774444444444444555555555555

WITH INVISALIGN TREATMENT
Full & Partial Treatments.

DENTAL
IMPLANTS
ONLY EACH$$$$$$$$$$$7777777777779999999999999555555555555
Post & Crown Additional.

Call for your 
FREE

Consultation

7 1 8 . 8 8 6 . 6 8 4 3
61-07 Utopia Pkwy. 2FL Fresh Meadows

BY PHIL CORSO

It didn’t become known 
as the largest Memorial 
Day Parade in the country 
for nothing.

Tens of thousands of 
spectators will flock to 
Northern Boulevard to be 
a part of this year’s 85th 
annual Douglaston-Little 
Neck Memorial Day Parade 
Monday at 2 p.m.

The parade spans the 
stretch from Great Neck, 
L.I., at Jayson Avenue 
and Northern Boulevard 
through 247th Street in 
Douglaston.

The 77th Sustainment 
Brigade, a U.S. Army unit 
originally from Fort Totten 
and now stationed at Fort 
Dix, N.J., will serve as the 
parade’s grand marshals 
alongside honorary grand 
marshal Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and Borough 

President Helen Marshall.
Parade chairman 

James Rodger, who has 
more than 10 years of ex-
perience in helping orga-
nize the event, said in the 
parade’s mission statement 
that the main goals were to 
obtain and provide support 
and assistance to needy 
disabled veterans while 
enhancing educational 
awareness for area school-
children.

Rodger, who called the 
parade the largest in the 
country with more than 
80,000 attendees, said he 
hoped to continue to honor 
America’s veterans by up-
holding the event’s reputa-
tion.

In conjunction with 
the parade, an awards cere-
mony will be held Friday at 
7 p.m. in St. Anastasia’s Fa-
ther Smith Hall, at Alameda 
Avenue and 245th Street, to 

honor the children, schools 
and parents who partici-
pated in this year’s art and 
essay contest.

Grand prize winners 
will be awarded a $500 sav-
ings bond and a trophy. 
Other contest winners will 
also be given merit certifi-
cates and special medal-
lions. All the winners were 
also invited to march in the 
parade under a special ban-
ner.

Also marching in 
the parade will be several 
area high school marching 
bands, elected officials, civ-
ic organizations and mili-
tary groups.

An interfaith service 
will be held Monday at 
10 a.m. at Zion Episcopal 
Church, at 243-01 Northern 
Blvd., just before a wreath-
laying ceremony by St. An-
astasia’s church at 11 a.m.

Little Neck Mem Day parade 
to feature Army unit, awards
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Memorial Day parades in boro honor U.S. vets
Thursday, May 24

The Greater Woodhaven Development 
Corp. and Woodhaven Business 
Improvement District will hold a 
Memorial Day observance at Forest 
Parkway and Jamaica Avenue at 6:30 
p.m.  

Saturday, May 26

The Bayside Hills Civic Association 
Memorial Day Observance will kick 
off at 9:30 a.m. on Bell Boulevard 
at 53rd Avenue. Guests include U.S. 
Rep. Bob Turner (R-Middle Village), 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
City Councilmen Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens) and Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), Community Board 11 
Chairman Jerry Iannece and more.
Sunnyside Gardens Park Annual 
Memorial Day Fair has rides, arts 
and crafts, an all-day barbecue and 
more events that are appropriate 
for all ages between noon and 5 p.m. 
The park can be found at 48-21 39th 
Ave. between 48th and 50th streets 
in Sunnyside. The rain date is May 
27. More details can be found at 
sunnysidegardenspark.org.

Sunday, May 27

 College Point Citizens for Memorial 
Day Inc. hosts its Memorial Day 
parade at 2 p.m. This year’s parade 
will feature entertainment from nine 
marching bands, three drill teams 
and two dance crews. Servicemen 
from the U.S. Marines, U.S. Navy and 
U.S. Coast Guard will be honored. The 
parade will begin at the intersection 
of 28th Avenue and College Point 
Boulevard and end at 5th Avenue and 
119th Street. For more information, call 
718-762-0506.
Forest Hills Memorial Day Parade will 
start at noon at Metropolitan Avenue 
and Ascan Avenue.
The Maspeth Memorial Day Parade will 
kick off at  1 p.m. at Grand Avenue and 
72nd Street.

Monday, May 28 

The 23rd annual Laurelton 
Memorial Day Parade will start at 
the intersection of Francis Lewis and 
Merrick boulevards at 9 a.m. and end 
at the Laurelton Veterans Memorial 
Triangle, at 225th Street and North 
Conduit Avenue. Elected offi cials, 
civic leaders, veterans groups, school 
offi cials, local clergy, scout troops 

and youth groups will participate in 
the parade and ceremonies. For more 
information, contact 718-496-5013.
The Woodside Memorial Day Parade, 
held by the Catholic War Veterans Post 

No. 870, will start at St. Sebastian’s 
Roman Catholic Church, at 39-46 61st 
St. Kickoff is at 11 a.m. following a 
special mass and ceremony near the 
Vietnam memorial.

The Glendale and Ridgewood 
Veterans Memorial Day Parade will 
begin at 11 a.m. at Myrtle and Cyprus 
avenues.
The American Legion Post No. 118 in 
Woodhaven will hold a ceremony 
within a memorial garden at the 
corner of 89th Avenue and 91st Street 
at 11 a.m. The garden will contain more 
than 650 crosses and Stars of David, 
each representing a local veteran.
The Rockaways-Queens American 
Legion Memorial Day Parade at 11:30 
a.m. at Beach 129th Street.
The Whitestone Veterans Memorial 
Day Association conducts its Memorial 
Day event at noon at the fi eld on 149th 
Street and 15th Road. The parade will 
begin after the ceremony.
The Little Neck/Douglaston 
Memorial Day Parade starts at 2 p.m. 
on Jayson Street in Great Neck, L.I., 
by the fi rehouse and runs west to 
Douglaston Parkway in Douglaston. 
Several events have been planned for 
the day, including a grand marshal 
honoring of the U.S. Army Reserve’s 
77th Sustainment Brigade’s return 
from Iraq and an interfaith service at 
10 a.m. at the Community Church of 
Little Neck, at 46-16 Little Neck Pkwy. 
Visit memorialdayparade.org or call 
718-279-3200 for more details.

Poppy Queen Kristen Holloran waves to spectators during the College Point pa-
rade last year.
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STOP
paying high oil prices!

Hurry, Rebates offered to fi rst
500 Customers till June 4.

Dundee
Plumbing & 
Heating Inc.

For conversion customers: mention this 
ad, receive FREE digital thermostat.

QUEENS LUMBER CO., INC.

WE SPEAK ENGLISH AND CHINESE

Sheetrock 1/2” sheet ...................................... $7.50
Sheetrock 5/8” sheet ......................................$8.25
Birch plywood ¾” sheet ................................$28.00
Formica white or black........................ $24.50/sheet
Formica all other colors ....... from $15-$38.50/sheet
CDX plywood ¾” sheet ................................. $24.50
2 ¼”, 3 ¼” select oak flooring ............... $2.45/sq. ft.
Primer 5 gallons ...........................................$42.50
Latex flat 5 gallons ........................................ $47.50

Special Spring Promotion

34-41 College Point Blvd. • Flushing NY
P: 718.539.0400 • F: 718.445.9421

We Have a Boom Truck and Hi-Lo Truck Service.

We Carry a Complete Line of Hardwoods: 
Mahogany, Cherry, Maple, & Oak

Cash or Major Credit Cards Accepted

ce.

Please leave comments and feedback at 
WWW.KIVAAcademy.ORG

Twitter: @KIVAAcademy

KIVA Academy is a proposed new charter school applying to the SUNY Trust-
ees for authorization to open Fall 2013 in the Rego Park, Woodhaven, or Forest 
Hills sections of Queens, serving students in and around CSD 28. Initial plans 
consist of serving students K-2 and eventually expanding though Grade 8.

Mission Statement:  
We aim to address the urgent need for English Language Learner 

specific education in a heavily populated immigrant neighborhood. 
Our students will demonstrate English language proficiency, 
academic achievement in core subject areas, multicultural 

awareness and high levels of character development 
as contributing members of their community. 

By serving a plurality of backgrounds, we aim to 
enrich the experience of learning English and achieving 

academic excellence, ultimately enabling students 
to graduate to the high schools of their choice.

K.I.V.A. Academy Proposed Charter School
Knowledge, Inquiry, Vision and Altruism

Three Core Elements: 
Community Focus, Integrated Guidance Program, and 

Comprehensive Curriculum aligned to Common Core Standards 
that emphasizes literacy and technology

Announcement of a New Proposed Charter School
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LATE PAGE

 

Sponsors: CBRE, Citibank, The Foundry 
Media Sponsor: New Corporation/Times Ledger Newspapers  

Co-sponsors: Atlantic Maintenance Corporation, di Domenico + Partners, Green Mountain 
Graphics, Imaging Solutions Group, Lyons Mortgage Services, Inc., Mount Sinai Queens, Public Service Truck 

Renting, Inc., SDS Global Logistics, Shine Electronics Inc., The Jennings Company, 
York Scaffold Equipment Corp. 

 

Mingle with other LIC community members 
while enjoying wine and hors d'oeuvres 

 

Purchase tickets at www.licpartnership.org or 718-786-5300 x21 
$40 for members $50 for non-members 

Tuesday, June 12 
6 – 8 PM 

The Foundry 
42-38 9 Street 

Long Island City, NY 11101 

Spring Gathering 
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com



E
LDERCARE  •   TIM

ESL
EDGER, M

AY 24-30, 20 12

TL

35

BY JOANNA LEEFER

Anna was worried about her 84-year-old mother liv-
ing alone. Her mother’s arthritis made getting around 
her apartment difficult. She could no longer get out of bed 
without assistance and she was unable to prepare dinner 
because her hands were too swollen to open food contain-
ers. Anna and her family could not be with her mother 
night and day, and their finances did not allow them to 
hire full-time help. Anna was beginning to think a nurs-
ing home was the only solution.

Anna dreaded this option. The thought of her mother 
leaving her home was heartbreaking. Just as frightening, 
she discovered her mother would need to exhaust her sav-
ings before she would be eligible for Medicaid assistance. 
This meant the money her mom had put aside for her 
grandchildren would be lost to nursing home payments.

The good news is this is not necessarily true. Here 
in New York state, there are two kinds of Medicaid: Insti-
tutional Medicaid, which covers nursing home care, and 
Community Medicaid. Here is the difference:

Both plans have the same maximum income and as-
set requirement, but that is where the similarities end. 
Institutional Medicaid requires that any financial trans-
fers must be made five years prior to going into a nursing 
home, or there is a substantial financial penalty. This pe-
riod is called the “look back period.”

Community Medicaid, on the other hand, does not 
have a look back period. Money and property can be trans-
ferred and the applicant is immediately eligible to receive 
Medicaid assistance. Even better, Community Medicaid 
does not require a person to be admitted into a nursing 
home, which allows the applicant to get health care ser-
vices in the comfort of her own home!

To be eligible for Medicaid in 2012, a single person can 
retain up to $14,250 in savings (assets) and have an income 
of no more than $792 month. A couple going on Medicaid 
can retain assets and savings of $20,850 and income of 
$1,159 per month. In both instances, an additional $20 is 
exempt from income or assets requirement. An applicant 
can also deduct the pre-paid cost of a funeral, car, personal 
effects, and his home, as long as he or his spouse lives in 
it.

Community Medicaid is available to individuals 65 
years old and older who are legal U.S. residents and need 
assistance with activities of daily living, such as dress-
ing, walking, bathing, toileting, and eating. The applicant 
must meet the Medicaid asset and income requirements, 
but she can transfer excess savings and resources to a 
family member or another third party and be eligible for 
Medicaid sponsored home care the following month. If the 
applicant’s income is higher than the Medicaid require-
ment, she can pay the difference between the maximum 
income and her income. So, if Anna’s mom has Social Se-
curity payments and retirement income of $1,000 a month, 
she can pay the difference between Medicaid’s maximum 
income, which would be $208 ($1,000 – $792 = $208), and 
still receive Medicaid.   

The Medicaid regulations also allow for creative ways 
to receive home services. Take this example: Andrew’s 
parents needed home care but found their present home 
was not suitable for their current living situation. They 
sold their home, transferred their money to Andrew, and 
moved into an assisted-living facility. His parents received 
a retirement income of less than the $1,159 maximum 
requirement, so they were not concerned about a spend-
down. Andrew paid their rent out of the savings they 
transferred to him. Because Andrew’s parents’ income 
and asset resources did not exceed the Medicaid limit, 
they were able to get Medicaid and get home health care in 
their new location. 

Although there is no penalty or look back period for 
transferring assets for Community Medicaid, be aware 
that there will be a penalty should Institutional Med-
icaid be needed for nursing home care within the 
five-year look back period. For example, if Anna’s 
mom or Andrew’s parents are admitted to a 
nursing home within five years of transferring 
assets, they will not qualify for Institutional 
Medicaid. So, if you decide to go the home care 
route, it is wise to make sure the transferred 
money is not spent for at least five years, oth-
erwise you may find yourself in a terrible 
situation. 

Community Medicaid also has a pro-
gram for people who do not wish to transfer 
money to an individual or family member. 
These people can set up a “Pooled Income 
Trust.” The Trust is similar to a banking 
account, but it is administered by a non-
profit trust company. The pooled income 
trust offers a way of putting aside money 
for medicine, rent, and utilities that the 
Medicaid maximum income requirement 
might not cover. 

Medicaid consultants are another 
resource for people who have relatively 
simple finances. These professionals 
are not attorneys but understand the 
process of applying for Medicaid. They 
can assist with filling out the proper 
forms and advise you of your rights. 
These services are a fraction of the 
cost of an elder law attorney, but they 
are unable to help you with complex 
estate planning procedures. If you 
decide to contact one of these firms, 
be sure to inquire if they are certi-
fied by New York City Medicaid and 
trained by the Human Resources 
Administration Department of So-
cial Services, and make sure they 
are aware of current changes in 
Medicaid rules and regulations. 

Some not-for-profit social ser-
vices are an additional resource 

for applying for Community Medicaid programs. Some of 
these agencies employ social workers and attorneys that 
can help you fill out simple applications and get you en-
rolled in a home care program. 

For many elderly people, like Anna and Andrew’s 
parents, Community Medicaid has been a huge blessing. 
It has allowed them to safely and happily remain living in 
their own homes. If not for this program, they would have 
lost their independence much sooner.  

Basic Medicaid is a joint federal, state, and city health 
care program that provides 

medical assistance for indi-
viduals with low incomes 

and limited assets. There 
is no age requirement. 

Individuals who have com-
plicated estate or financial 

plans should consult an elder 
law attorney on how to shelter 

their assets. To find a list of elder law 
attorneys in your area, 
log on to the Na-
tional Academy 
of Elder Law 
Attorneys, Inc., 

Deconstructing Medicaid in both its forms
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Some come from a 
place of limited op-
portunities with the 

dream of having a career in 
the healthcare field. Others 
yearn for a career change, 
or an opportunity to make 
a difference in someone’s 
life. All of them leave with 
valuable skills to land jobs 
as home health aides and 
certified nurses’ assistants. 

Jairite Anderson Cole, 
Founder and CEO of Cud-
ley’s Training Program, is 
a registered nurse who also 
holds a Masters Degree 
from Teachers College–Co-
lumbia University. As an 
executive nurse, she fully 
understands the philoso-
phy of caring and is deeply 
connected with the needs of 
the homecare community. 
Throughout her career, An-
derson Cole has been stead-
fast in her commitment to 
serving the needs of those 
who are less fortunate. She 
believes very strongly in 
providing the highest level 

of patient care and she in-
stills this belief in each of 
her staff. Anderson Cole be-
lieves that this dedication 
to helping and caring for 
others is what sets Cudley’s 
Training Program, Inc. 
apart from other programs. 
She states that the future 
of home care will require 
a diligent, reliable team of 
individuals to help care for 
our growing elderly popula-
tion. “We at Cudley’s accept 
the challenges to come.” 

The economic down-
turn has affected people 
in all walks of life. Many 
people never expected to be 
among the unemployed, let 
alone the homeless of our 
society. Cudley’s Training 
Program is an example of 
how someone can turn an 
unfortunate situation into 
a chance to provide a better 
future for himself. Aside 
from the financial reward 
of being employed in a sta-
ble field, obtaining valuable 
skills and helping people 

who are sometimes in their 
most desperate time of need 
is immeasurable. 

The United States De-
partment of Labor expects 
job opportunities to be ex-
cellent because of rapid 
growth in home healthcare 
and high placement needs 
because of our aging popu-
lation. It also states that 
many of these workers can 
work part time, weekends, 
or evenings to suit the needs 
of their clients. In addition 
to rewarding careers help-
ing people in their homes, 
jobs are also available in 
hospitals, extended care fa-
cilities, group homes, adult 
day care centers, and as-
sisted living facilities for 
the elderly. Home health 
aides and certified nurses’ 
aides have also worked in 
summer camp programs 
for children with disabili-
ties. 

In the past, news re-
ports sometimes depicted 
the negative attributes of 

a small number of people 
in the home health aide 
industry. These stories, al-
though true, portray the 
field in a negative light. For 
every frightening event 
regarding a home health 
aide or an unscrupulous 
business owner in the 
news, there are hundreds 
of stories about dedicated 
workers taking care of our 
parents, grandparents, and 
children. 

Due to the vast changes 
in government-sponsored 
public assistance pro-
grams, the recipients are 
now required to work in 
order to receive social ser-
vices. One area that many 
women and now men are 
turning to is homecare 
training and nurses’ aide 
training. The training pro-
gram is short and obtain-
ing a job is almost guar-
anteed. Ancillary staff in 
homecare, nursing homes, 
assisted living, and hos-
pitals are a great asset to 

the medical team. Due to 
the nursing shortage na-
tionwide, ancillary staff 
can make the difference 
in supporting the goals 
of all healthcare environ-
ments. Participants will be 
trained to take care of the 
sick, elderly, disabled, chil-
dren with disabilities, and 
the mentally ill. 

Training at Cudley’s 
provides students with a 
comprehensive list of skills 
to handle many medical 
circumstances within 
their scope of practice in-
cluding difficult behav-
ior, Alzheimer’s care, and 
end of life issues. Over the 
years, Anderson Cole has 
trained many home aides 
and nurses aides that have 
gone on to advanced train-
ing in nursing and other 
healthcare professions. 
The demand for nurses is 
high everywhere. Salaries 
are competitive and ben-
efits are among the best 
offered in the healthcare 

industry. According to 
Debra Auerbach, a writer 
for CareerBuilder, the av-
erage salary for a home 
health aide is $28,173 and a 
registered nurse is $71,692. 
Nursing can be practiced 
anywhere in the world and 
there are many specialties 
available, such as caring 
for children, patients with 
special needs, and working 
in the military or schools. 

Sir Wilfred T. Gentrell 
once stated, “The service 
we render to others is re-
ally the rent we pay for our 
room on this earth. It is 
obvious that man is him-
self a traveler; that the pur-
pose of this world is not to 
have and to hold” but “to 
give and serve.”  Start your 
journey to helping others at 
Cudley’s.

Cudley’s [391 E. 149th 
St. Ste. 521 between Melrose 
and Courtlandt avenues in 
the Bronx, (718) 401–9298, 
www.cudleys.com]. E-mail 
jandersorvcudleys.com.

ADVERTISEMENT

Help others with patient-care training from Cudley’s

The Medicaid system tracks the elderly’s fi nancial records
BY YALE S. HAUPTMAN

Your parents were al-
ways big believers in pay-
ing cash for everything 
and warned you not to buy 
on credit. That’s a pretty 
sound financial approach, 
but it can get Mom and 
Dad into hot water when 
it comes time to apply for 
Medicaid. That’s because 
the Medicaid system works 
very differently than the 
criminal system.

First of all, you need 
to understand some basics 
about how Medicaid works. 
In order to qualify, one 
must spend down assets 
first. When essentially all 
your money is gone (in the 
case of a married couple, 
the healthy spouse gets 
to keep a small amount), 
then Medicaid will kick in.  
However, if you have made 

transfers for less than fair 
value, what most people 
would call gifts, then you 
won’t be eligible for Med-
icaid. The greater those 
transfers, the longer your 
ineligibility period.

And before the govern-
ment will step in and pay 
for your care, it will insist 
that you show it how you 
spent your money. And by 
“show,” I mean on paper, by 
producing each and every 
financial statement dating 
back to what will soon be 
five years from the date you 
apply for benefits.

Everyone knows from 
grade school the concept 
of “innocent until proven 
guilty.” With Medicaid, 
however, that concept is 
turned around.  You are 
guilty until proven inno-
cent when it comes to trans-
fers for less than fair value. 

If you can’t prove what you 
have spent your money on, 
then Medicaid will con-
sider it a transfer for less 
than fair value, a “gift” in 
essence, causing a denial of 
benefits.

Cash is hard to trace. 
If your parents have been 

withdrawing cash for their 
spending needs, how hard 
is it going to be to prove, 
going back as many as five 
years, what they spent that 
money on? All they’ll see on 
their bank statements are 
cash withdrawals. No ex-
planations. Who keeps all 

those receipts? Hardly any-
one. But that’s what Mom 
and Dad need to do in order 
to preserve their eligibility 
for government benefits. 

So how do they avoid 
this potentially catastroph-
ic result? They need to bet-
ter prepare themselves for 

the possibility of needing 
long-term care, well before 
they need it, and consult 
with a knowledgeable elder 
law attorney who can tell 
them how to spend down 
their assets and establish 
a clear paper trail, while 
preserving their ability 
to qualify for government 
benefits.

Yale S. Hauptman of 
Hauptman and Hauptman 
is a New Jersey- and New 
York-licensed attorney who 
has been focused on elder 
law for more than 16 years. 
He recently published “Be 
Nice To Me — I Pick Your 
Nursing Home.” He and his 
wife have a law practice in 
New Jersey. Hauptman has 
personally helped thousands 
of seniors and their families 
plan for the complicated 
journey through the long-
term care system. 

ELDERCARE TODAY
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CUDLEY’S HOME CARE SERVICES, INC.
Would like to ease your transition back into the comfort of your home, or 
provide assistance to you in remaining independent as possible at home. 

Cudley’s provides home care services tailored to meet your needs. 

We are also licensed, bonded and insured for your protection.

To help ensure quality services each Personal Care Aide or 
Home Health Aide is fully trained and certified. 

Conducting criminal background checks is a standard practice at 
Cudley’s agency for all home care workers.

Serving all five boroughs.
We have a diverse population of aides, including Spanish speaking aides.

Phone: 718-401-2231  www.cudleys.com
CUDLEY’S TRAINING PROGRAM 

Plenty of Jobs Available for PCAs, HHAs CNA CLASSES DAY, EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

Se habla español    Bronx Location   391 E. 149th St. @3rd Ave.  Suite 521   718-401-9298

 

Are You....

J A C K  W E I S S M A N

ELDERCARE TODAY

BY YALE S. HAUPTMAN

As I am fond of say-
ing, navigating through 
the long-term care system 
usually requires a team of 
advisers. While the elder 
law attorney is, no doubt, a 
pivotal person, the accoun-
tant, financial adviser, and 
insurance specialist are 
equally important. And 
when one piece isn’t prop-
erly in place, it can be cata-
strophic. 

Betty and Tom decided 
to sell their home in which 
they raised their four chil-
dren. They invested the ma-
jority of the proceeds in an-
nuities and decided to rent 
and live off of the income 
from their investments and 
Social Security. Tom, how-
ever, had exhibited some 
slight signs of dementia.

After the sale of their 
home, Tom’s condition de-
teriorated rapidly. He be-
came restless and, at times, 
physical with Betty, who 
weighed 100 pounds less 
than Tom. She could no lon-
ger keep him at home. She 
came to us for help, think-
ing she could get Tom on 
Medicaid. She didn’t realize 
that the $300,000 she invest-
ed in annuities was now a 

countable asset and would 
have to be spent down to 
$109,560 before Tom could 
get Medicaid.

“I am only 65. How can I 
live on $100,000?” she asked 
me. I told her not to worry. 
She could cash in the an-
nuities, buy another home 
with that money, and keep 
it as an exempt asset. After 
Tom qualifies for Medicaid 
she could then resell the 
home if she wanted, to rein-
vest for income again.

Then we examined 
the annuities. That’s when 
I discovered the surren-
der charges of 7 percent 
that Betty would have to 
pay. While they did have a 
provision that waived the 
charges if the owner needed 
to cash them for long-term 
care expenses, the prob-
lem was that Betty, and not 
Tom, was the owner. Betty 
told me that Tom had defi-
nitely been diagnosed with 
dementia at the time that 
these decisions were made 
but couldn’t recall any con-
versations about long-term 
care or how to provide for 
it. Big mistake.

We were able to help 
Betty get Tom into a quality 
nursing home. She private-
ly paid for seven months, 

cashed in the annuities, 
paid a surrender charge, 
and bought a home. We 
helped Betty preserve the 
majority of their savings, 
money she will need to pro-
vide for her own care down 
the road. But, there are les-
sons to be learned here.

The result could have 
been much better had Betty 
come to us before she sold 
her home and before she 
bought the annuities. We 
might have suggested she 
wait to sell her home until 
Tom entered the nursing 
home. We also would have 
cautioned Betty about pur-
chasing investments that 
could easily be liquidated if 
a large expense (ie. nursing 
home care) became neces-
sary. Buying the annuities 
wasn’t the problem. It was 
the fact that she couldn’t 
sell them without paying 
a penalty. No one thought 
to ask what would happen 
if Tom needed care sooner 
rather than later. And 
that’s why having a team of 
advisers working together 
is so important. All tax, fi-
nancial, and legal aspects 
of any decision should be 
analyzed carefully, and 
that’s more than any one 
advisor is capable of doing.

Are your eldercare advisers 
coordinated on your behalf?
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in just 1 day!
We can transform  your bathroom 

to A “LIKE NEW” Condition
Complete bathroom remodeling

use in just 24 hours

THE AFFORDABLE SOLUTION 
FOR INDEPENCE IN THE BATH

Step-through access for 
existing tubs 
Installs in 1/2 day 
Reversible
Integral part of tub, not a cap 
Works with all types of tubs
Factory appearance 
Eco-friendly, reduces waste

855-857-8950

ELDERCARE TODAY

BY YALE S. HAUPTMAN

It seems more and more to 
me that dementia and Alzheim-
er’s disease are everywhere, but 
then, maybe as an elder law at-
torney, I am more tuned into it. In 
the last month, three notable ce-
lebrities died or were diagnosed 
with dementia or Alzheimer’s: ac-
tor Peter Falk of “Columbo” fame; 
“Rhinestone Cowboy” singer Glen 
Campbell; and NFL football Hall 
of Famer, John Mackey. Mackey’s 
case is a particularly illustrative 
one.

Mackey was a tight end for the 
Baltimore Colts in the 1960s and 
early 1970s after having played 
college ball with some great Syra-
cuse teams in the early ’60s. He 
later became the first president of 
the NFL Players’ Association and 
was instrumental in efforts to se-
cure pensions and other benefits 

for retired and ailing players. 
Football is a violent sport and, 
like many players, Mackey began 
to suffer from dementia. In his 
last years he needed to be cared 
for in an assisted-living facility.

Mackey played in the days 
before athletes made millions. 
His wife, Sylvia, therefore, had to 
go back to work as a flight atten-
dant to pay their bills and because 
they needed the health insurance. 
As the disease progressed, how-
ever, the Mackeys realized what 
many of our clients come to learn: 
that traditional health insurance 
won’t cover long-term care. That’s 
when Sylvia and other wives and 
children of former NFL players 
pursued the NFL and its Players’ 
Association to establish the 88 
Plan.

Named in honor of John 
Mackey, whose uniform number 
was 88, the plan provides up to 

$88,000 a year to cover long-term 
care for former NFL players with 
dementia. Much has been writ-
ten about the connection between 
football and brain injuries — al-
though the NFL still insists there 
isn’t any higher incidence of de-

mentia in football players than 
there is in the general population. 
Maybe the 88 plan is just the NFL 
recognizing what I have been say-
ing for a long time: that long-term 
care is a big problem in this coun-
try, and the owners and players 

are doing what we all should — 
implementing a plan to solve the 
problem.

The Mackeys’ story is instru-
mental. It’s a story of a wife who 
suffered along with her husband, 
supporting him physically, finan-
cially, emotionally, and psycho-
logically the best she could. It’s 
also a lesson about being unpre-
pared. The Mackeys didn’t have 
a plan, but they were lucky. They 
convinced John Mackey’s former 
employer to come through with 
the 88 Plan. The question then is, 
“who’s going to provide your 88 
Plan?” Chances are you’ll have to 
do it yourself, so the sooner you 
get started the better off you’ll be, 
unless you’re thinking that the 
NFL is going to help us all out — 
just as soon as it figures out how 
to solve its lockout and save the 
coming season. Yeah, right.

What’s your 88 Plan for long-term care?



  NE

39
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, M

AY. 24-30, 2012      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

5TH ANNUAL GO RED FOR WOMEN DINNER AT TERRACE ON THE PARK

BAYSIDE/WHITESTONE LIONS CLUB SCHOLARSHIP DINNER AT VERDI’S IN WHITESTONE

NEQ REPUBLICAN CLUB CANDIDATES NIGHT AT CLEARVIEW GOLF COURSE
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Sofia Ganosis, Helen Marshall, Jan DiGeronimo and Don 
Marshall

The scholarship recipients with officers 
of the Bayside/Whitestone Lions Club

Stephen Labate, 3rd Congressional 
District candidate

Dr. Diane Sixsmith

Paul Vallone and Grace Meng

Sofia Ganosis, Kandi Carrozza and guest

Peter Vallone Jr., Barbara Sorge, Victor Clavie, 
Peter Vallone Sr., Paul Vallone and Dan Halloran

George Maragos, U.S. Senate candidate

Honoree Dr. Chong Park

Joe Vaccaro, Peter Vallone Sr., Paul 
Vallone and Donald Frain

Dolly DeThomas, Jimmy Kalodis and Dee 
Richard

Paul Vallone, Lal K. Matowi and Annmarie 
Vallone

Dan Halloran, 6th Congressional District 
candidate

Honoree Patricia Thompson

President-elect Donald Frain and past 
president Paul Vallone

Debbie Markell, Mary Ann Mattone and Claire Shulman 
(front); Dolly DeThomas, Linda DeSabato and Georgiana 
Reese-Benatti (back)

Dee Richard and Peter Vallone Sr.

Joe Cocannon, 11th state Senate District 
candidate

New Lions banner

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, M

AY
 2

4-
30

, 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

NE

40

www.queenslibrary.org
Queens Library is an independent, not-for-profit corporation and is not affiliated with any other library system.

13386-5/12

“ I’m getting an MBA. At Queens Library, I get access to  
computers and reference books – all for free.” 
                                                                             Muhamad, Student

QUEENS LIBRARY CONNECTS ME TO

EDUCATIONsavequeenslib
rary.org

Speak up for 

Queens Library
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BY ALAN KRAWITZ

Even a fuzzy cell phone connection 
couldn’t temper the unbridled enthusiasm 
for creating art that Bayside artist Nicholai 
Khan has in abundance.

“I’m already living my dream,” said 
Khan, who studied commercial art at FIT. 

“I always wanted to be part of the New 
York City art scene.”

Khan, 32, has lived in 
Bayside for a decade 

since moving to New 
York City from his 
native Trinidad 
in 1986. “It was 
the year the Mets 

won the World Series,” Khan recalled. “It was a 
good time to come to New York City.”

Since then, Khan has been making the most of 
working in Queens, which he refers to as “a place 
of comfort” as well as being in close proximity to 
Manhattan’s own vibrant art scene.

Khan refers to his style as urban contempo-
rary and his latest collection, Be Your Own Icon, 
recently on exhibit at the Agora Gallery in Chel-
sea, transcends standard pop and cultural images 
by injecting the energy of the city taken from graf-
fiti, cartoons and Japanese animation with a nod 
to the city’s multicultural pastiche. Recognizable 
icons he has depicted include John Lennon, Albert 
Einstein, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Apple’s late 
CEO, Steve Jobs.

“The message of ‘Be Your Own Icon’ is sim-

ple,” said Khan, “be your own person.”
On his website, Khan writes that the icons 

were chosen to “pay tribute to all the people 
throughout history who have made a true, positive 
impact on society and the world as a whole.”

Holding true to his pop art style, Khan makes 
use of a variety of common and everyday materi-
als that can be found nearly everywhere. Those 
materials run the gamut from markers, wood and 
flowers to spray paints, cans, jewelry and a variety 
of recycled items.

Khan, who has travelled and studied abroad 
in Egypt, India and Japan, said that the sum of his 
experiences has informed his art.

His other art collections also draw heavily 
from American and worldwide pop culture and 

Continued on Page 43
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BY ALAN KRAW

Even a fuzzy cell ph
ccccccoouldn’t temper the unbri
fffffffofofoor creating art that Baysid
KKKKKKhan has in abundance.

“I’m already living m
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Khan,
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Bayside artist Nicholai Khan’s 
portrait of Martin Luther King Jr. 

Photo courtesy Agora Gallery
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Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Kosher restaurants 
fall into two absolutely 
separate categories: those 
that serve meat, and those 
that don’t. Virtually all 
New Yorkers have at least a 
passing acquaintance with 
kosher-style meats like 
corned beef and pastrami, 
and outside of New York, 
restaurants will even refer 
to those delicacies as “New 
York-style.”

But when it comes to 
the other category, often re-
ferred to dairy restaurants, 
there is a lesser degree of 
familiarity by the larger 
community. I am always 
looking for something dif-
ferent to try, so when I ran 
into an acquaintance who 
happens to adhere to the 
laws of Kashruth, I pressed 
her for a recommendation. 
Turquoise Kosher Fish 
Restaurant in Fresh Mead-
ows was the name that fell 
from her lips.

Turquoise is an attrac-
tively turned out dairy res-
taurant with the emphasis 
on things that swim (and 
have scales, I might add). 
The space feels light and 
airy, with high stepped ceil-
ings and crisp white table 
linen. The staff is welcom-
ing, and service efficient. 
The problem is the food.

We had to wonder if 
the mageach (kosher in-

spector) is also a cardiolo-
gist, forbidding fats and salt 
with the same vehemence 
as trayf.

The menu is Mediter-
ranean-influenced, with 
eggplant, tahini, tzaziki, 
and the like leading the list 
of apps. We tried Whole Fire 
Roasted Eggplant with Ta-
hini. The split eggplant was 
roasted and served with a 
parsimonious shmear of 

tahini and a scattering of 
chick peas. The 
eggplant was 
nicely done, but 

cried out for some salt, pep-
per, and maybe even a judi-
cious amount of olive oil.

Sushi salad sounded 
intriguing. What arrived 
was a mound of iceberg let-
tuce draped with julienned 
carrots, cukes and shreds of 
some kind of cooked fish de-
scribed as yellowtail. There 
were cubes of raw salmon, 
and a sliced avocado. The 
salad was allegedly dressed 
with a soy vinaigrette, but 
the only evidence was a 
brown puddle left at the bot-
tom of the bowl. A bottle of 
reduced-sodium soy sauce 
was brought to the table. 
The fish was of mediocre 
quality, and everything 
was pretty tasteless.

“Try the fish and 
chips,” my fat cells pleaded 
with me. The fish (there 
was a choice of tilapia or 
flounder—we ordered 

flounder, but it could have 
been tilapia) was ever so 
lightly breaded and pan 
fried until stiff and dry. 
The previously frozen fries 
were passable. Ketchup was 
proffered, but no tartar 
sauce.

We asked for our ses-
ame seared tuna rare be-
cause that’s how we like it. 
It doesn’t mean that they 
should forget about the 
word “seared” in the title. 
The sesame crust on my 
tuna was still whitish when 
they brought it, not brown 
and crusty like it should 
have been. It was served 
sliced, so we declined their 
offer of returning it to grill. 
It came with the same in-
sipid soy vinaigrette as the 
sushi salad.

We have to give credit 
where credit is due. Des-
sert, something called bis-
cuit cake, was delish. It was 
sort of tiramisu-ish, light, 
yet creamy.

Sesame seared tuna from Turquoise Kosher Fish Restaurant in 
Fresh Meadows. Photo by Suzanne Parker

DINING OUT

Turquoise Kosher: A Fresh Meadows fi sh fl op

Continued on Page 44

Turquoise Kosher 
Fish Restaurant

189-23 Union Turnpike
Fresh Meadows, NY.

718 776-7775
turquoisekosherfi sh.com
Price Range: Appetizers: 

$7—15, Entrees: $26—32 Early 
bird 3 course $21 (Must be 

seated by 5:30)
Cuisine: Kosher fi sh

Setting: Expansive, modern, 
comfortable.

Service: Friendly and 
professional.

Hours: Sunday–Thursday: 
12:00 noon – 11:00 pm, Closed 

Friday, Saturday: Reopen 1 
hour after sundown

Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: Kosher wines

Parking: Street
Dress: Casual to dressy

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

include graffiti art, super heroines, a collection 
of comic book female super heroes such as Batgirl 
and Supergirl, and a uniquely 
Queens phenomena that Khan 
describes as “table sketches,” 
which are unique works that 
are done live, in local restau-
rants, as diners look on.

In fact, in Bayside, Khan 
said he regularly does his table 
sketches in local restaurants 
such as Erawan and Bonne 
Saison.

Khan said that the sketch-
es are done in one sitting and 
usually given as a gift to a 
waiter or the establishment. 
He has been known to tweet 
and post upcoming table 
sketch locations on his website 
at nicholaikhan.com.

Reflecting on his own up-
bringing, Khan says it was a 
tough road to get where he is 
today.

“I grew up halfway in the street, I didn’t have 
much early on,” he admits. Khan says that he never 
felt as if he “fit in” growing up, due to his accent. 
“Sometimes kids made fun of me because of that.”

But, he says that no matter what, he was al-
ways able to come through his funks.

As his way of giving back, Khan said he’s been 
working since 2002 with a second chance program 
for troubled youths run through the Queens DA’s 
office. In addition, he says he is also involved with 
Council Speaker Christine Quinn on an anti-bully-
ing campaign that involves some of Khan’s Be Your 
Own Icon works.

Although Khan’s upcom-
ing public exhibitions will be 
abroad at art spaces in Paris 
and London this coming No-
vember, his work can be seen 
online at his website and also 
at 5 Pointz warehouse in Long 
Island City.

Located near MoMA PS1 
in LIC, 5 Pointz is a collection 
of artist studios whose exterior 
is covered with intricate and 
vibrant works of graffiti art.

“My mentality is that I 
can make art anywhere and 
build it from nothing,” Khan 
says. “If I was stranded in the 
desert, I could make art from 
sand. My motto is know your 
goals, never settle, be patient 
and always strive. Pretty sim-
ple, huh?”

For more information on Nicholai Khan or to 
order commissioned pieces, limited edition canvas 
prints, photo prints or original art, email artist@
nicholaikhan.com.

For updates on gallery events or contests, sign 
up for Khan’s newsletter at nicholaikhan.com or 
join his fanpage on facebook.com/nicholaikhan.

Visit Us Online at 
www.3BROSBBQ.com

40-21 Bell Boulevard 
Bayside NY 11361

718-224-7753

Memorial Day BBQ Done Right!
10% Off BBQ Catering & Butcher Packs!

Wood Smoked Combo
Choose 2 Meats: Brisket, Pulled Chicken,

Pulled Pork or Smoked Sausage - 14.49 pp

Ribs & Chicken
Our Smoked Whole Chickens Cut Picnic Style, 

Along WithOur Famous Baby Back Ribs - 12.95 pp

BBQ Bonanza
A feast of Baby Back Ribs, Smoked Chicken (cut picnic style)
& a choice of BBQ Brisket, Pulled Pork or Sausage - 15.49 pp

*Offer Expires 5/28/2012 - You must present or mention this advertisement
to receive discount. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

All include your choice of Sides plus
Rolls, Cornbread, Condiments, Plates & Utensils

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices

C
YY

Continued from Page 41

Nicholai Khan

Bob Marley as depicted by Nicholai Khan. 
Photo courtesy Agora Gallery

CONCERTS

Queens Jazz Orchestra — Music 
director Jimmy Heath. This year’s 
concert will showcase female jazz 
artists on the Queens Jazz Trail: Ella 
Fitzgerald, Lena Horne and Billie 
Holiday.
When: May 25, 8 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700; boxoffi ce@
fl ushingtownhall.org
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

Monthly Jazz Jam — The Flushing 
Town Hall Jazz Jam Series is a unique 
free jam session right here in Queens. 
No need to travel into Manhattan, 
share the stage with our Jazz Jam 
house band at monthly jams curated 
by internationally acclaimed trumpeter 
and Queens College Professor, Michael 
Mossman. All levels are welcome; just 
drop by and sign in! (btw, we got the 
baby grand, drum kit and the house 
band.
When: June 6, 7 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Boulevard, Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.fl ushingtownhall.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Big Apple Circus — It’s stupendous, 
it’s amazing, it’s the Dream Big circus! 
Come and see jugglers, balancing acts, 
spirited horses and Grandma the clown.
When: Daily, check for times and 
tickets, from Tuesday, May 22 to Sunday, 
June 17
Where: Cunningham Park, 196-22 Union 
Turnpike at Francis Lewis Blvd., Fresh 
Meadows
Contact: (800) 922-3772
Website: bigapplecircus.org

Cartoon exhibit — Animation: A 6,000 
square exhibit features characters 
from the Cartoon Network, including 
larger than life graphics, animation 
from concept to fi nished product, 
storyboarding, character design and 
drawing.
When: Weekdays, 9:30 am–5 pm, 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 am–6 pm, 
until Sunday, Sept. 2
Where: New York Hall of Science, 47-01 
111th St., at Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: www.nyscience.org
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By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Between saying and
doing many a pair
of shoes is worn out.

• • • Italian Proverb

Across
  1 Pig’s fare
  5 Box
  9 Celtic poet
13 Vietnam neighbor
14 Comfort
15 Reverberate
16 Happy 50’s duo
20 Sayonara
21 Disarrange the hair
22 Dieter’s no-no
23 Skin problem
24 Big name in pineapple
25 Metal attractor
28 Zero
29 Wane
32 Wear away
33 Horse feature
34 Celebes ox
35 TV cop duo
38 Deli add on
39 Peruvian native
40 Upright
41 Affirmative
42 Piece of cake
43 Makes a loud noise
44 Pleads
45 Elk’s payments
46 Reveres
49 Ceramist’s need
50 Health resort
53 Famous film duo
56 Slips
57 Like some tournaments
58 Burden
59 Strong solutions
60 Mr. Gingrich
61 Salesman’s car

Down
  1 Messy person
  2 Work-shy
  3 Seep
  4 Greek letter
  5 Taste, for one
  6 Living quarters:Slang
  7 ___ tray

  8 Well thought out
  9 City on the Aare
10 Sour tasting compound
11 Perlman of Cheers
12 Show affection
17 Ellen DeGeneres and
Rosie O’Donnell
18 Jemima, for one
19 Govern
23 Conductor Previn
24 Singer Summer
25 Untidy
26 Jazz musician Shaw
27 Spurs
28 Civil rights org.
29 Come on stage
30 Lawn bowling
31 Currency in Thailand
33 Mimes
34 Haloes
36 ___ Trio:Folk band
37 Western state capital
42 Visionary
43 Tulip part
44 Generals:Slang

45 Common contraction
46 Early victim
47 Fishing boat
48 Monster
49 Understood
50 Reasonable
51 Dark purple
52 Besides
54 Copy
55 UPS abbr.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

By Ed Canty
y

TimesLedger Newspapers
May 24-30, 2012

 Famous  Pairs

           COBBLER’S  CREATIONS

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

The Bottom Line
Turquoise is not an inexpensive ven-

ue for what amounts to bad spa cuisine. 
Eat here if you’re trying to lose weight, 
have cardio concerns, or you’re starving, 
strictly kosher and have no other options. 

The atmosphere is pleasant and you’ll en-
joy dessert.

Suzanne Parker is the TimesLedger’s 
restaurant critic and author of “Eating Like 
Queens: A Guide to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” She can be 
reached by e-mail at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 42

Dining Out

Join us for our 2012 Season

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK
Serving a mix of modern American cuisine with global influences.

“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…with its open-air decks, umbrellas, ships wheel and lanterns, and spiffy servers 
in nautical uniforms…serving generous portions of dishes created with high quality ingredients.” — New York Times

OUTDOOR TIKI BAR OVERLOOKING A BEAUTIFUL BOAT MARINA

Waterside Restaurant

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make first left onto Manhasset Ave.
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make first let onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Waterside Restaurant
At the Manhasset Bay Marina

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900
www.lamottas.net
Like us on Facebook

Every Table has a Marina side View of Manhasset Bay

Music on 
Fridays 

7 to 11pm
Music on Sundays

Steel Drummer
4 to 7pm

Memorial Day
to Labor Day

Nestled right on the water between 
the Whitestone and Throgs Neck Bridges, 

is a wonderful Italian Restaurant with
delicious Italian American favorites, 
and an extensive Regional Wine List

PM  for Dinner
PM for Lunch

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd, Whitestone 
(corner of 154th Street)

For reservations - 718-767-3100



NE

45
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, M

AY 24-30, 2012      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

718-747-1414BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Waterside Restaurant

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

718-849-3939
VILLAGGIO

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The 
play revolves around Pirate 
Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly (who 
prefers pancakes to boring 
old birdseed). Armed with an 
endearing crew of misfi ts like 
Jolly Roger (the insufferably 
happy second mate) and 
Miroslav, the Czech mate (get 

it?), Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, sword 
fi ghts, and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: May 26 and June 2, 16, 
2 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

The Mermaids’ Tale — 
Following the success of 
the Wizard of Oz, L. Frank 
Baum would go on to write 
the charming underwater 
adventure The Sea Fairies, 
published in 1911. Though one 
of Baum’s more obscure titles, 
it came to the attention of 
playwright and director Jack 
Dyville and writing partner 
John Stutte, who were inspired 
to adapt the novel into a 
children’s musical.
When: June 9, 2pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City

Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

La Callas & Medea — Produced, 
Designed and Directed by Angel 
Gil Orrios. The great soprano 
Maria Callas encounters 
her most famous character, 
Medea, in this drama about two 
legendary Greek women, famed 
for their capacity to love and 
fall victim to betrayal by their 
men.
When: Through June 24; 
Fridays, 8 pm, Saturdays, 3 
pm and 8 pm, Sundays, 4 pm, 

from Friday, May 18 to Sunday, 
June 24
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880; www.
thaliatheatre.org

Murder Takes The Stage — 
An exciting murder mystery 
that takes place at a summer 
theater, where a new play’s 
being rehearsed. Mitzi, Jane’s 
eager and lovely niece, has 
just joined the company. Drew 
Pelman, the play’s author, has 
managed to sign the cordially 

detested Hazel Laverne, a 
glamorous theater personality, 
to star. A staged murder scene 
becomes all too real and soon 
there is a real murder to be 
solved.
When: Through May 26; Fridays, 
8 pm, Saturdays, 2 pm and 8 
pm, Sundays, 2 pm
Where: Zion Espiscopal Church, 
243-01 Northern Boulevard, 
Douglaston
Contact: (718) 225-0466
Website: www.zionepiscopal.
org
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Navigating a trade 
show or any networking 
event can be a daunting 
experience for someone in 
business looking to pro-
mote a service. In order to 
make a profitable business 
connection, one must sift 
through hundreds of people 
to find a link that will grow 
their company and make 
some money in the process.

Luckily, a team of 
Queens-based Web design-
ers has invented a free ap-
plication aimed at fostering 
those connections to build 
constructive business rela-
tionships.

Stephen and Neil 
Levin, of Long Island City’s 
Webline Designs, launched 
herematch in January be-
cause they had firsthand 
experience trying to mar-
ket their Web design com-
pany to the right clientel.

“A lot of our business 
at Webline comes from 
networking and meeting 

people and going to trade 
shows and other events,” 
said Neil Levin, whose son 
Stephen invented the her-
ematch app. “We were look-
ing for a way to make the 
room full of people at these 
events more efficient.”

The app is designed 
to allow real people the op-
portunity to connect in real 
places in real time. The ser-
vice targets the business 
community in general and 
is particularly useful to 
small businesses and busi-
ness owners who market 
their products and services 
at group meetings.

The system has two 
components, according to 
Levin. The first, herematch.
com, is a website where a 
user can sign up and create 
his or her profile, including 
general biographical infor-
mation along with informa-
tion on the services they 
offer and the services they 
are in need of. The second 
component, an app for iP-
hones and Android phones, 

is used to check in to places 
and events.

“I can usually con-
vince myself that I can 
work a room and talk to 
as many people as possible 
and sell my services,” he 
said. “But the reality is, 
when you walk into a room 
of 100 people there are a 
lot of people that I won’t 
get to. And the people at 

these events aren’t walking 
around with signs above 
their heads telling me the 
services they need.”

To solve this problem, 
herematch allows the user 
to check in at an event and 
others with the app will see 
them and the services they 
offer. It streamlines the net-
working model so attendees 
can find exactly what they 

need.
“The goal of the app 

is to match me with people 
who need my business,” he 
said, adding that it differs 
from other “check-in” apps 
like foursquare in that it is 
about more than sharing 
pictures with friends. “It’s 
not about connecting with 
people you already know 
— it is about the people you 
don’t know yet. And that’s 
where the value is.”

The app came out in 
early January and Levin 
said the company, Tan-
gletech Inc., is getting set to 
launch its next, even more 
advanced version. Levin 
said the company started 
with a local marketing 
strategy and now they are 
getting ready to go nation-
al.

“We have a road map 
of the things we want to 
add and how we can make 
the app richer and more 
beneficial to the user,” said 
Levin. “The response has 
been fantastic so far.”

The app’s inventor, 
Stephen Levin, tends to 
stay on the technical side 
of things, leaving the job of 
promoting the tool at trade 
shows to his father.

“Stephen is a really 
smart guy that went to 
Yale,” he said. “I’ve been 
involved in sales for over 
40 years. I love talking 
to people and finding out 
what types of issues they 
deal with in their business. 
The chance to help people 
further their business has 
been a gift.”

And Levin believes 
the benefits of connecting 
on herematch will only get 
stronger as more business-
es sign up for the services.

“It’s really easy to get 
on there and start getting 
the value from it,” he said. 
“Once that initial connec-
tion is made, the rest takes 
care of itself.”

To learn more about 
herematch and to sign up 
for its services, log on to 
herematch.com.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

LIC Web designers serve as biz middlemen
Android and iPhone app herematch allows people to connect with those who are in need of their services

Stephen Levin (l.) and his father Neil, of Webline Designs, created 
herematch, an application that helps match businesses with po-
tential clients in a streamlined manner. Photo courtesy Neil Levin

Restaurant Boot Camp — Speakers 
from New Business Acceleration Team 
will discuss licensing/permits required 
for food business and micro lender to 
discuss special fi nancing available for 
food business.
When: May 31, 5:30 pm
Where: Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, 75-20 Astoria Blvd., Suite 
140, Jackson Heights

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A 
new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, 
noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers $40; 
includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston

Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only one 
person per professional classifi cation 
or specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive and 
structured environment to further 
business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 

Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 
202-12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals Chapter 
—  BNI is a business and professional 
networking organization that allows 
only one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to join 
a chapter. BNI Provides positive, 
supportive and structured 
environment to further business 
through word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union Tnpk., 
Fresh Meadows
Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 276-
8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.com

The Eastern Queens and Long Island 
Networking Group —  This unique 
business networking group discusses 
today’s challenges and helps form 
alliances.  Relationships are built. 
Facilitator is Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, 
entrepreneur, coordinator, leader and 
organizer with contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of every 

month
Cost: $20, includes food from 
Marcella’s Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. 
Payment benefi ts the Ronald McDonald 
House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House of 
Long Island, 267-07 76th Ave., New 
Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (866) 391-2780

TM

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]
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“Among these explanations 
are globalization and im-
migration, the decline of la-
bor unions, increasing de-
mand for specialized skills 
and higher education, the 

rise of ‘superstar’ economy 
and changes in executive 
compensation practices,” 
the survey said. “Evalua-
tion of the evidence for and 
against each of those theo-
ries is beyond the scope of 
this research  report.”

The survey examined 
tax filings from the city on 

income earned for the pe-
riod from 2000-09 with the 
figures adjusted for infla-
tion.

Liu, the city’s top fi-
nancial officer and former 
chairman of the City Coun-
cil Transportation Com-
mittee, is expected to run 
for mayor.

Currently, 83 percent 
of Congress is made up 

of men, she said, and that 
male-led legislative body 
has been passing bills that 
are harmful to women.

“I never thought that 
this year there would be 
so many issues that, as a 

woman, I would have to 
argue,” she said, referring 
specifically to the Violence 
Against Women Act, which 
is going through a conten-
tious renewal process.

funds that could be used to 
keep facilities open.”

The postal service 
could not be reached for 
comment.

 “I thank Postal offi-
cials for finally coming to 
their senses and for realiz-

ing how adversely impact-
ed Queens would have been 
if this facility was closed.” 
Ackerman said.

follow its path. Instead the 
government should be pro-
viding support for small 
businesses, he said.

“The only way for a 
country to get out of the 
cycle of debt is through 
growth,” he said.

Meng proposed closer 
partnerships between uni-
versities and hospitals in 
order to help Queens be-
come a technology hub and 
job-creating engine.

The assemblywoman 
also told the panel she 
would have voted to raise 
the debt ceiling and that she 
wants to change the gender 
ratios in Washington.

“I’m running to make 
sure that the woefully in-
adequate statistic of 17 per-
cent of women in Congress 
changes,” she said.

The assemblywoman 
also said that tensions be-
tween the NYPD and the 
Muslim communities it has 
monitored could be eased 
by promoting better rela-
tions between the two.

Mittman talked about 
tackling the nation’s debt 
instead of raising it as a 
first priority along with 
reforming the health care 
system, which he said is 
unsustainable.

As a way to mitigate 
the rising cost of student 
loans, the allergist said col-
lege graduates could per-
form some kind of public 
service before fully enter-
ing the workforce. Mitt-

man repeatedly called the 
other panelists career poli-
ticians, although Chou has 
never held elected office.

“These politicians will 
bring us more of the same,” 
he said.

As he was reading his 
opening statements, Mitt-
man addressed his Demo-
cratic colleagues and the 
June 26 primary, despite 
the fact that candidates 
from all parties were pres-
ent.

Halloran cautioned 
against slashing the mili-
tary budget, since hundreds 
of thousands are employed 
in technology and contract-
ing companies associated 
with the military. When 
asked, the councilman was 
the only candidate to spec-
ify a percentage of funding 
the military should take up, 
saying it should be between 
20 percent and 25 percent.

The media and Hol-
lywood were also respon-
sible for implanting the 
idea of higher education 
in the heads of too many 
youngsters, according to 
Halloran 

“We don’t [need] higher 
education for everybody,”  
he said, referring to high 
school students unsure of 
their future. “They need to 
become plumbers, techni-
cians and look toward 21st-
century computer techni-
cians.”

Halloran’s positions, 
including that of keeping 
government regulation out 
of small business, were of-
ten rebutted by Lancman, 
who said once during the 

debate, “I’m glad that I have 
the opportunity to answer 
this question after Dan,” 
although due to the alpha-
betical arrangement of the 
candidates, he seemed glad 
on a number of occasions. 

Chou often made refer-
ence to ending the country’s 
wars and using the billions 
of dollars spent on military 
operations abroad for jobs 
and entitlement programs 
back home. He stressed 
his message of peace and 
the need for socioeconomic 
equality that could come 
from,  for instance, provid-
ing workers with living 
wage jobs.

“Now they have giv-
en us the new concept of 
‘too big to fail,’ we have to 
use that concept that the 
schools are too big to fail, 
the hospitals are too big to 
fail,” he said.

Chou, who was the 
only male on the dais not 
wearing a tie, also said that 
in order for the country to 
climb out of the recession, 
the government needed to 
spend and not cut back.

The forum was hosted 
by the MinKwon Center 
and moderated by its execu-
tive director, Stephen Choi, 
who kept strict time limits 
on the candidates, often in-
terrupting Crowley in mid-
sentence.

At one point, Mitt-
man misheard Choi read a 
question from the audience 
about the Euro Zone and in-
stead began expounding on 
the economy of Arizona.

a 1.4 million-square-foot 
mall and parking lot to the 
east of Citi Field, accord-
ing to a report in The Wall 
Street Journal, which the 
city hopes will replace the 
portion of Willets Point im-
mediately across from the 
stadium.

Updated plans also in-
clude more retail space on 
the site of a current park-
ing lot to the west of the sta-
dium, which can only be de-
veloped after the hotel and 

parking lot are complete, 
the Journal reported.

The plans will proba-
bly require a new proposal, 
public hearings and eventu-
ally City Council approval, 
which means it could be 
years before a shovel is in 
the ground.

A spokeswoman for 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
said that despite dropping 
the bid, the plan to trans-
form the Iron Triangle is 
going forward, although 
she did not get into specif-
ics.

Meanwhile, business 
and property owners in the 
neighborhood have been 

calling on the city to update 
the infrastructure in the 
62-acre collection of auto 
body shops and industrial 
facilities.

Specifically, property 
owners have asked the city 
Department of Transpor-
tation to repair the roads, 
which are full of potholes 
and not traversable at 
speeds of more than a few 
miles per hour.

The DOT has said Wil-
lets Point is the site of ongo-
ing pothole repairs, but that 
large-scale paving cannot 
be done due to ongoing in-
frastructure improvements 
in the area.

all the achievements that 
all Asian Americans have 

contributed to this great 
country,” Young said of Ko-
slowitz.

Koo congratulated the 
other honorees for their 
contributions to their com-
munities. He said while 
Asian Americans’ circum-

stances have improved over 
the years both economical-
ly and on the social ladder, 
they still have to work hard 
to get into elected office.

“We don’t have a politi-
cal voice yet,” Koo said.

report released by the New 
York Civil Liberties Union 
revealing that out of nearly 
700,000 stops conducted by 
police in 2011, 41.6 percent 
were young black and La-
tino men even though they 
account for only 4.7 percent 
of the city’s population.

Furthermore, the NY-
CLU’s analysis found that 
90 percent of the young 
black and Latino men who 
were stopped were neither 
issued a summons nor ar-
rested. Critics have pointed 
to these statistics when say-
ing the policy damages the 
relationship between the 
police and the communities 
they are sworn to protect.

Gadsden said nothing 

short of ending the policy 
will mend police/commu-
nity relations.

“Criminals know they 
can prey on communities 
with a bad relationship 
with the police,” Gadsden 
said. “They know people are 
not going to co-operate with 
the police. Now they’re the 
victims of the police, on the 
one hand, and of the would-
be criminals on the other.”

A Manhattan federal 
judge last week granted 
class-action status to a law-
suit filed against the city 
by four black men in 2008 
charging the NYPD’s stop-
and-frisk policy dispropor-
tionately targets minori-
ties.

“This case presents an 
issue of great public con-
cern: the disproportionate 
number of blacks and Lati-
nos, as compared to whites, 

who become entangled in 
the criminal justice sys-
tem,” Judge Shira Schei-
ndlin wrote. “The specific 
claims raised in this case 
are narrower, but they are 
raised in the context of the 
extensively documented ra-
cial disparities in the rates 
of stops, arrests, convic-
tions, and sentences that 
continue through the pres-
ent day.”

Gadsden said he be-
lieves the increased atten-
tion on the policy will inev-
itably lead to institutional 
change.

“We’re going to keep 
the pressure to bring about 
changes,” he said. “What 
we’re doing now is going to 
be the issue of the next elec-
tion. Whoever’s running 
for mayor is going to have 
to say that he or she will not 
accept stop-and-frisk.”

The MTA has been 
forced to change some LIRR 
schedules over several 
weeks this summer to pro-
vide elbow room for work 
on the East Side Access.

It also comes at a time 
when Amtrak will soon 
start its own long-planned 
project of renovating the 

East River tunnels, which 
could further complicate 
the East Side project.

“It’s just going to re-
quire a lot of coordination 
and communication,” Lho-
ta said of the latest chal-
lenge.

When completed, the 
East Side Access will in-
clude an LIRR station 110 
feet below Grand Central 
Terminal with 47 escala-
tors, 13 elevators and 22,000 
square feet of retail space.

The project, to which 
the federal government 
has so far contributed $2.6 
billion, will also provide a 
new LIRR station at Queens 
Boulevard and Skillman 
Avenue in Sunnyside.

It would be the first ex-
pansion of the Long Island 
Rail Road in more than a 
century, when Pennsylva-
nia Station opened in 1910.
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Convenience Group,
Air Bags, Rear Seat

Mounted Thorax,
E-Assist With A 6-Speed

Automatic Transmission,
MSRP $31,835

All New 2012 BUICK LACROSSE

INCLUDES CADILLAC PREMIUM CARE MAINTENANCE FOR 4 YEARS OR 50,000 MILES

No 1st Payment! $0 Security Deposit! $0 Down!

LEASE FOR

$279
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC CCTTSS
All-Wheel Drive Sedan

Single Payment
Lease For 2 Years

$7,999
OR

3.6L V6 308
Horsepower With

Improved Gas Mileage!
6 Speed Automatic, 

1yr. Onstar, 
Turn By Turn Navigation 

MSRP $36,525 

3.0L V6 270HP Compact Spare Wheel/Tire, OnStar,
Turn by Turn Navigation, MSRP $40,340

LEASE FOR

$349
*

per month 39 months

LEASE FOR

$259
*

per month 24 months

SLE AWD

36
MPG
HIGHWAY

Includes 2 Years 
of the Following: 
Scheduled Maintenance 
On Star Directions 
& Connections 
& Sirius XM Radio.

Premium
Service Lease Power Sunroof W/ 2nd Row

Skylight, Heated Driver & Front

Passenger Seats, 

6-Spd Automatic Transmission, 

MSRP $39,830

All New 2012 GMC ACADIA

$0 Down! $0 Security Deposit! Hurry In!

LEASE FOR

$289
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC 

SSRRXX  FFWWDD

The Better Way!
Better Price! 

Better Selection!
Better Service!

720 Northern Blvd, Great Neck 
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com

Open Sunday
12pm-5pm

Buick / GMC offers: add tax & reg. fees plus, bank fee $795 (Acadia $695), taxes, DMV. Ally bank ( Acadia USBank $395 turn in fee). Residual: Lacrosse $19,737 (Acadia $19,516) , $0 Down, No Security Deposit and No Ist Payment ( Acadia 1st payment is due $289.00). Primary lender approval. 10K miles a year 25¢ thereafter. LaCrosse Customer Lease Cash of $2,850, Lease Conquest Cash of $2,000. (Must be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer). Cadillac
SRX: Due at signing: 1st month payment of $349, plus sales tax & DMV fees, No Security Deposit, bank fee $395 due on delivery. SRX Price includes: $1,765 Customer Cash Rebate. Ally Bank, 10k miles per yr. 25¢ thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. MSRP $36,860. Residual Value $18,430.  Must be a NON GM current lessee to qualify for advertised prices, or, Cadillac Owners/Lessee that are financing/leasing their Cadillac with an expiration date by 04/30/2013.
Must have excellent credit, subject to primary lenders approval. CTS: Due at signing: 1st month payment of $279 plus Sales tax & DMV fees, No Security Deposit, bank fee $695 due on delivery, CTS Price includes: $5,900 Customer Cash Rebate, $395 Disposition fee at lease end. US Bank, 10k miles per year, 25¢ thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear.  MSRP $40,340, Residual Value $19,343.  Must be a NON GM active lessee, or, Cadillac Owner/Lessee, that are
financing/leasing their Cadillac with an expiration date by 04/30/2013 to qualify for advertised prices.  Must have excellent credit, subject to primary lenders approval.Best Price: In stock vehicles. Model for model, option for option. Best Price: In stock vehicles. Model for model, option for option. Must present bona-fide written order from authorized new car competitor.  In stock vehicles only. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 5-31-2012.

BUICK

in Great Neck!

BUICK in Great Neck!
Cadillac Celebrates 
Its New Edition...
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Sports

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Michal Kasza came 
into practice last week up-
set. Academy of American 
Studies beat Cardozo in the 
semifinals, but the Eagles 
dropped their first set of 
the season.

“I felt like in semifi-
nals I let my team down a 
little,” Kasza said. “My ser-
vice wasn’t there, the kills 
I could have done a little 
better.”

When Academy lost 
the first set in the champi-
onship match, he was even 
more upset. The crowd, he 
said, might have been get-
ting to him.

In the final two sets, 
though, the only thing 
louder than the raucous, 
packed bleachers was the 
sound of Kasza’s crushing 
attacks hitting the floor on 
the other side of the net.

The super-athletic 
junior outside hitter had 
14 kills to lead top-seeded 
Academy of American 
Studies to a 20-25, 25-19, 
25-16 win over No. 2 Bronx 
Science in the PSAL boys’ 
volleyball championship 
match last Thursday night 
at Hunter College. The vic-

tory marks the small Long 
Island City school’s first 
boys’ city title.

“I couldn’t believe we 
actually won,” Kasza said. 
“When Conrad [Zajkowski] 
got the kill, it was amazing. 
I didn’t know what to do. 
Everybody was running 
around.”

Academy (15-0) came 
back from down a set and 
trailing 7-2 in the second 
set to pull off the stunning 
victory. There were times 
it seemed like Bronx Sci-
ence (14-1), the taller team, 
would prevail. The Eagles 
didn’t let it happen.

“They might have 
height over there, but we 
have a lot of heart on our 
side,” Academy of Ameri-
can Studies Coach Josh 
Yang said. “That’s what we 
pride ourselves on.”

Yang joked that al-
most the entire school was 
in the gym last Thursday. 
Both sides of the bleach-
ers were full, mostly with 
students from each institu-
tion. Yang said people came 
up to him and wished him 
good luck who had never 
done it before. The Eagles 
had become matinee idols 

Bayside coach comes back
Steve Piorkowski manages ball game after neck tumor removal

American Studies 
wins volleyball title

Academy of American Studies celebrates victory over Bronx High 
School of Science. Photo by Denis Gostev

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Steve Piorkowski was 
mobbed by his Bayside play-
ers as he walked through 
the gates to the school’s 
softball field Friday.

“It’s an honor to have 
him back for our last game,” 
sophomore pitcher Heidi 
Gomez said. “To have him 
come lifted up our spirits 10 
times more.”

It was Piorkowski’s 
first game of the season 
after spending most of the 
school year recovering 
from a malignant tumor 
that ate away at the bone 
marrow in his C6 verte-
bra. He had just visited 
his neurosurgeon, Sheeraz 
Qureshi, in the city when 
his wife Susan Hayes asked 
him what time the Commo-
dores’ PSAL Class A second 
round playoff game was and 
if he wanted to go.

“It’s therapeutic for 
him,” Hayes said.

Just two month ago, 
Piorkowski, 51, was laid up 
in a wheelchair watching 
the school’s girls’ basket-
ball team, which he also 
coaches, have their Cin-
derella run to the PSAL 
Class A semifinal ended 
by Curtis. On April 4, after 
two months of radiation 
therapy, he had reconstruc-
tive surgery on his neck to 
replace the C6 vertebra.

A small titanium cage 
was placed there along with 
rods and a cadaver bone 
for support. He is quick to 
show people the X-ray pic-
ture of his “new neck” on 
his BlackBerry. His cancer 
is currently in remission.

“As my surgeon said, 
‘You had a 10-story building 
with the sixth floor pulled 

out,’” Piorkowski said. “I’m 
really feeling good.”

The emotion unfor-
tunately didn’t translate 
into success for Bayside on 
the diamond as it fell 9-4 to 
McKee/Staten Island Tech 
in an error-filled perfor-
mance. Piorkowski, look-
ing like he had never left, 
paced the dugout doling 
out words of advice and en-
couragement. Maggie Kas-
simis, who took the helm in 
his absence, still coached 
third.

“It was definitely a 
surprise,” she said. “It was 
great to have him here. It 
made you just feel like we 
were back to normal in a 
way. It’s great to see him up 
and about.”

Hayes reaped plenty of 
praise on Mount Sinai Hos-
pital’s Qureshi, who per-
formed the surgery just six 
days after they got in con-
tact with him. Piorkowski 
is currently going for phys-
ical therapy and still can’t 
drive. He plans to be back 
teaching and coaching at 
Bayside in September.

“[Qureshi] gave me 
the best Mother’s Day pres-
ent — allowing us to go for 
a walk,” Hayes said.

At the game, Piorkows-
ki couldn’t help it, imme-
diately slipping back into 
his old ways. He said right 
away he began evaluating 
MSIT and his own team 
and what it would take to 
win. His thoughts inevita-

bly made their way to next 
season.

“Already I am prob-
ably going to go home and 
process all this information 
and say, ‘I know what I got 
to do,’” Piorkowski said.

His players hoped to 
get their beloved coach a 
win and extend their sea-
son. Despite being down 
9-3 heading into the bottom 
of the seventh inning, the 
Bayside dugout was still as 
loud as ever and Gomez de-
livered a two-out RBI single 
before the final out of the 
season was recorded.

“We said it on the 
mound, ‘Do it for P again,’ 
everything,” Gomez said. 
“Then he came. It was a big 
deal.”

Bayside Coach Steve Piorkowski watches the game from the dugout. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 51
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50 Spellman exchanges 
words with commish

BY MARC RAIMONDI

A bitter feud between 
Cardinal Spellman and 
CHSAA baseball Commis-
sioner Wally Stampfel has 
reverberated throughout 
the league and has directly 
contributed to postponing 
two playoff games initially 
scheduled for Sunday.

Cardinal Spellman 
baseball Coach Lou Bres-
cia has been suspended 
two games, including his 
team’s first playoff contest, 
for an on-field altercation 
with Stampfel over a bat-
ting order dispute, also the 
Mount St. Michael coach — 
an incident that escalated 
a day later at the CHSAA 
Archdiocese coaches meet-
ing, sources said.

Feeling that the pen-
alty given to Brescia by the 
league executive commit-
tee was not harsh enough, 
Mount athletic director 
Mario Valentini pulled his 
field as the host site for May 
13’s CHSAA Class AA first-
round elimination games, 
according to sources.

Sources told the New 
York Post that the bad 
blood between the Spell-
man coaching staff and 
Stampfel started last week 
in a disagreement about 
when a rained-out game 
with All Hallows would be 
rescheduled. It intensified 
May 14 during a league 
game between Spellman 
and Mount, multiple sourc-
es said.

Brescia accused 
Mount of batting out of or-
der, sources said, but be-
cause the accused batter 
did not complete his plate 
appearance there was no 
violation, by rule. In a con-
versation with Brescia and 
the home plate umpire, 
Stampfel wise-cracked to 
Brescia, winking and suck-
ing his teeth, according to 
sources, and the Spellman 
coach went off.

Brescia, incensed by 
the show of disrespect, told 
Stampfel, “I will bury you” 
and cursed at the commis-
sioner-coach. The umpire 
got between the two and 

Brescia made contact with 
the ump. Stampfel ended up 
falling to the ground dur-
ing the tussle.

Brescia was then 
ejected from the game 
and suspended the next 
two contests, the first be-
ing Friday’s game against 
Fordham Prep, which fin-
ished up after 14 innings 
Saturday, a Spellman vic-
tory. The Pilots will likely 
compete in a second-round 
playoff elimination game.

Brescia declined com-
ment directly on the inci-
dent.

“It’s over and done 
with,” he said. “I try to 
avoid talking about it. I 
don’t want to be the center 
point to this. It’s about the 
kids.”

Things didn’t end 
there, though.

On May 15, at a league 
coaches meeting at Mount 
St. Michael, Spellman as-
sistant Coach Donald Van 
Bommel and Stampfel got 
into heated arguments on 
two separate occasions, 
with Van Bommel angry 
that Stampfel was not eject-
ed from the game against 
Spellman.

In the final exchange, 
near the end of the meet-
ing, Stampfel, according to 
sources, told Van Bommel 
never to “f------ talk to me 
again.” The Spellman as-
sistant got in the commis-
sioner’s face, but sources 
said there was no physical 
contact made as coaches 
broke up the potential fra-
cas.

Van Bommel, who 
could not be reached for 
comment, has also been 
suspended for an unde-
termined amount of time, 
sources said. Sources said 
he has a history of being 
ejected from games.

Stampfel, who has 
been commissioner for 15 
years, declined to comment 
on the situation except to 
say he wasn’t sure when the 
first-round games would be 
played.

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Jonathan Bobea has 
major-league scouts track-
ing him, Division I schools 
vying for his services.

The world is his oyster 
— just as it was two years 
ago when the 6-foot-1 right-
hander from Flushing was 
drafted by the Anaheim 
Angels, offered a major 
college scholarship by Ken-
tucky yet somehow ended 
up at Queens College and 
working as a doorman in-
stead.

“Here I am,” he says, 
with an awkward smile and 
uneasy laugh, “on scout 
day.”

Life had come full 
circle last Sunday for Bo-
bea, the former Francis 
Lewis dynamo with the 
low-90s fastball who just 
finished up his sophomore 
year at Monroe College. 
He was back pitching in 
front of scores of scouts, in 
the Scout’s Scrimmage, a 
showcase organized by Ian 
Millman, his former coach 
at Lewis.

Bobea was surrounded 
by the city’s top high school 
prospects, hopefuls who 
would die for the chance he 
once had.

In the 2010 First-Year 
Player Draft, the Angels 
took him in the 19th round 
(549 overall), making him 
the first baseball player 
drafted from Francis Lewis 
since Mike Jorgensen was 
taken by the New York 
Mets in 1966. It was a “cra-
zy” moment, he said then, 
an achievement he often 
dreamed of.

Anaheim, however, 
never offered him a con-
tract. The team saw him 
in a summer tournament 
a few weeks later when he 
was lit up and didn’t like 
what they saw. Family is-
sues he wouldn’t go into 
were wreaking havoc in 
his life.

Communication was 
cut off. When it became 
clear Bobea wouldn’t go 
pro, Kentucky came into 
the picture. They offered 

him an abnormally high 
scholarship of 85 percent — 
baseball scholarships aren’t 
typically full — as the draft 
had opened up money for 
the SEC school that spring. 
But Bobea spent just a sin-
gle day in Lexington and 
came home.

Bobea initially de-
clined to go into specifics, 
other than to say it didn’t 
work out. When pressed, 
he opened up, talking about 
the disappointment of not 
signing with Anaheim. It 
didn’t matter what college 
came into the picture: His 
passion for the sport had 
waned.

“You get drafted out 
of high school, that’s your 
dream,” he recalls. “I 
wanted to go pro. I was a 
little depressed. I felt like I 
didn’t want to play baseball 
again.”

He wanted to be home, 
to forget baseball. He took 
several months off and en-

rolled at Queens College, 
got the job as a doorman, 
forgot the sport he played 
since he was a toddler.

“That was the best 
thing that happened to 
him,” his father, Luis, said. 
“He found himself. He re-
ally found out baseball was 
part of him. He knew he 
would regret it later on if 
he didn’t play again.”

At Queens College, 
he went out for the team. 
He quickly realized this 
wasn’t what he envisioned. 
When he warmed up one 
day, the team’s catcher said 
he couldn’t see the ball be-
cause Bobea was throwing 
too hard. Instead, he had to 
throw against a fence to get 
ready.

“He would pick it up 
and throw it back to me,” 
he recalled.

He didn’t last there, 
but the itch was back — he 
was clocked in the 90s his 
first day on the mound.

“I thought God gave 
me a gift — I should use it,” 
Bobea says.

He spent last sum-
mer playing in an ACBL 
league on Long Island and 
transferred to Monroe Col-
lege, which was in earnest 
the beginning of his come-
back. At Monroe, he had 
an experienced coaching 
staff led by head Coach 
Luis Melendez and assis-
tant John Foster, a former 
major-league pitcher with 
the Atlanta Braves, to push 
him like Millman once did 
at Francis Lewis.

In the fall, he had 
numerous talks with Me-
lendez regarding his hopes, 
what he wanted to get out 
of the coming season. He 
credited Melendez with 
improving his work habits, 
always a strength of his at 
Lewis, with teaching him 
to become a more respon-
sible person, along with a 
better pitcher.

By the spring, he be-
came a team leader and was 
the program’s best pitcher, 
going 5-1 with one save, 65 
strikeouts and 19 hits in 
45 2/3 innings pitched and 
a 1.94 ERA. He threw 17 
straight scoreless innings 
at one point.

“He has something 
special in that arm,” Me-
lendez raved.

Scout and Division I 
schools took notice of his 
brilliant spring. Bobea 
has pre-draft workouts set 
up with the Phillies, Blue 
Jays, Dodgers and Braves. 
Florida Atlantic, Coastal 
Carolina and Maryland are 
intrigued by Bobea and his 
big right arm. He’s been 
offered a professional con-
tact in Japan and has been 
invited to play in the pres-
tigious Cape Cod league as 
well this summer.

He’s back where he 
began, with a future that 
seems endlessly bright.

“It’s funny — I have 
options,” he says. “Let’s see 
what happens.”

Bobea showed off his 
potential in the Scout’s 

Monroe College’s Jonathan Bobea (pictured at Francis Lewis) 
has opened the eyes of Major League scouts this spring. 

Photo by Philip Hall

Franny Lew ace gets chance
Alum hurler Bobea gets second look by MLB while at Monroe

Continued on Page 51
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51St. Francis Prep conquers Mary Louis in semis
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

St. Francis Prep’s soft-
ball celebration didn’t stop 
on the field at Cunningham 
Park.

First, the Terriers 
mobbed Briana Emanuele 
at first base following her 
game-winning, two-out sin-
gle. That hit in the bottom 
of the seventh inning com-
pleted a wild 3-2 comeback 
win over visiting Mary 
Louis in the CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens ‘AA’ semifinals 
May 14.

Next they all waited 
for her to walk down the 
blacktop path to the side-
walk near the park house 
and bowed down in unison.

“When she hit it, I was 
thinking step on home and 
go tackle her,” shortstop 
Danielle Cervasio said.

Emanuele said she 
didn’t know it was the 
game winner until she was 
mobbed by her teammates 
near first. It was her first 

walk-off hit in a Terriers 
uniform. A Jessica Menna 
single and a Cervasio RBI 
double gave her the feeling 
she and her team were in 
for a special inning. It’s a 
hit Emanuele said she will 
have etched in her memo-
ry.

“A long time,” she said. 
“Forever.”

None of that would 
have been possible without 
Menna. Mary Louis (7-6), 
ranked No. 9 in the city by 
the New York Post, retook 
the lead in the top of the 
seventh when Brittany Ni-
coll blooped an RBI single 
over third base to drive in 
Julie Canova to make it 2-1. 
TMLA ace Nicole Hubert 
had St. Francis Prep and 
the slumping nine-hitter 
Menna down to their final 
strike with the bases emp-
ty.

Terriers Coach Anna 
Marie Rich had been tell-
ing her all season that her 
bat was going to be there 

when her team needed it 
most. It was all she could 
think about in the batter’s 
box.

“Today was needed 
and it came up,” Menna 
said. “There’s no words.”

Her single to right cen-
ter got the comeback roll-
ing. Cervasio lined a double 
just out of the reach of Kim 
Myers in right to score 

pinch runner Jaclyn Russo 
all the way from first. Tara 
O’Rourke dunked an infield 
single near the circle and 
Mary Louis walked fresh-
man Kelly Licul to load the 
bases before Emanuele de-
livered.

SFP’s wins over Mary 
Louis this season were not 
without drama. It won in 
nine innings and 2-1 during 

the regular season.
“I was like a little kid 

at heart here,” said Rich, 
who immediately went to 
hug assistant Coach Al 
Weinman. “I can’t control 
my emotions. They worked 
hard this season.”

Mary Louis, outside of 
two errors, had done more 
than enough to win heading 
into the bottom of the sev-
enth. TMLA took a 1-0 lead 
on an RBI ground out by 
Sam Rossi that plated My-
ers in the third. It turned a 
7-7-3 to double off a runner 
at first in the fourth. The 
eighth-ranked Terriers (9-
4) tied the score at 1-1 on a 
single by Nicole Lomangino 
in the sixth after O’Rourke 
reached on a throwing er-
ror. Lomangino scattered 
eight hits and struck out 
four in the circle.

Hubert allowed sev-
en hits, fanned four and 
walked five, but saw her 
team’s four-game winning 
streak come to an end. 

TMLA won the final meet-
ing of the season against 
SFP, but has lost in this 
round to them the last two 
seasons.

“You got to be proud,” 
Hilltoppers Coach Ginny 
Peiser said. “We battled 
and challenged the whole 
game. They just got one 
more hit than we did. [Men-
na] fought that one pitch off 
and then takes it. She put a 
good swing on the ball.”

St. Francis Prep will 
see a familiar opponent in 
three-time defending cham-
pion Archbishop Molloy 
when the diocesan cham-
pionship series opens. The 
Terriers were very close to 
not making it, but Menna, 
Cervasio and Emanuele 
wouldn’t let that happen.

“That was like [being] 
a kid on Christmas Day,” 
Menna said of watching 
the winning hit drop. “You 
can’t describe it. You can 
only feel it.”

St. Francis Prep celebrates its win over Mary Louis Academy after 
the CHSAA Brooklyn-Queens semifinal game at Cunningham Park. 

Photo by Robert Cole

Scrimmage, getting that 
fastball of his up to 92 mph 
with late life and darting 
movement. One scout, who 
also saw Bobea at Mon-
roe, said he expects him to 
get drafted because of his 
“pitchability” and he has 
a “good arm” with “good 
action” on his fastball, the 
scout said. Millman, who 
Bobea still goes to for ad-
vice, sees the same poten-
tial he saw at Lewis.

“I’m as high on him as 
I ever was,” Millman said.

Bobea says he’s pre-
pared for what’s to come 
this time around, ready to 
deal with whatever adver-
sity and disappointment 
may loom. Going pro is his 
first choice, but attending a 
four-year school wouldn’t 
be a bad option either. The 
last two years have made 
him ready to finally take 
the next step.

“It all taught me a life 
lesson, the lesson of being a 
man, being tough mentally 
and physically,” he says. 
“Life throws things at you 
and you need to deal with 
them.”

in the 700-student school 
that shares a building with 
Newcomers.

“The boys kind of 
bring legitimacy to what I 
do,” Yang said. “It’s all to 

their credit. It’s a big deal 
that we won. We’re a tiny 
school.”

Academy was sent 
home empty-handed in last 
year’s final against Bry-
ant; that wasn’t the case 
this year. Zajkowski added 
11 kills, Piotr Kasza had 
27 assists and 10 digs and 

Ricky Myint added 13 for 
the odds-on favorite to win 
the title — and that goes for 
next year, too, with the two 
Kaszas and Zajkowski com-
ing back.

“They got going and 
when they get going, it’s 
pretty scary,” Bronx Sci-
ence Coach Jeremy Bassie 
said. “We tried to neutral-
ize [Michal Kasza] by go-
ing 6-7 and 6-4 against him, 
but he’s the best player in 
the city. He’s going to make 
plays.”

Yang agreed with that 
“best player in the city” 
remark wholeheartedly, go-
ing as far as to say the older 
Kasza is the best player in 
recent years and will re-

main that way a few years 
into the future. Not just be-
cause of his hitting, either, 
but his passing and leader-
ship.

“I don’t know what to 
tell him next year, man,” 
Yang said. “How am I going 
to get this kid better? He is 
just a phenomenal talent.”

It was Zajkowski, the 
hero of the semifinals, who 
got the final kill, though. 
While the bench players 
came onto the floor to mob 
the starters, Zajkowski 
turned to the Academy of 
American Studies contin-
gent in the stands, opened 
his arms and let out a roar.

“We just played our 
hearts out, man,” he said.

Continued from Page 53
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Ace

72 MONTHS†

0%APR
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

EVERY HB CHEVY COMES
EQUIPPED WITH A 24-HR

PERSONAL CONCIERGE AT
THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON

hbchevy.com

Hours: Mon-Thur: 9-9, Fri: 9-7, Sat: 9-6

QUEENS BLVD & 
YELLOWSTONE BLVD

FOREST HILLS

718-263-7700

Auto, AC, PW, PL, CD, OnStar, 
Satellite Radio. MSRP: $18,590

Per Mo 24 mos†

BRAND NEW 2012 
CHEVROLET CRUZE LS

$159
Lease For

Auto, AC, PW, PL, CD, OnStar.
MSRP: $22,870

Per Mo 24 mos†

BRAND NEW 2012 
CHEVROLET MALIBU LS

$137
Lease For

35 MPG
HWY*

33 MPG
HWY*

UP 
TO Prices incl rebates. Tax & MV fees add'l. Must have

‘99 or newer non-GM lease. †Financing and lease
subj to prime lender approval with S-Tier credit. 12k
mi/yr, 20c ea add'l mi. Due at signing: $159=$879;
$137=$1545. No sec dep. Lessee responsible for
excess wear & maint. Must take delivery from deal-
er stock by 5/31/12. *EPA estimate. Prior orders
excluded. NYC DCA#0886160. DMV Fac #7055788

www.TimesLedger.com
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†Selling price $18,981, 75 mos @ 4.9% APR financing w/$4991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. 

Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 5/28/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

20201010 CHRYSLER CHRYSLER
TOWNTOWN & COUNTRYCOUNTRY
20201010 CHRYSLER CHRYSLER
TOWNTOWN & COUNTRYCOUNTRY
2010 CHRYSLER
TOWN & COUNTRY 1999919999199
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, 3rd Row, Stk#U8180-28K mi.   20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$25,981

$6,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8198-114K mi.

*

2003 MAZDA

TRIBUTE 4X4
$3,981

Auto, A/C, STK#U8071-116K mi.

*

1999 CHEVROLET

CAVALIER

$8,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8154-79K mi.

*

2004 HYUNDAI

SANTA FE
$9,981

Auto, A/C, STK#U7959-75K mi.

*

2004 NISSAN

MAXIMA

$4,981
Manual, A/C, AM/FM Stereo, Stk#U8141-65K mi.

*

2003 PONTIAC

SUNFIRE COUPE

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, 3rd Row, Stk#U8263-58K mi.

*

2006 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
$7,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8182-86K mi.

*

2002 JEEP

LIBERTY 4X4

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

AWD, Leather, Sunroof, Stk#U8228-28K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.

2010 LAND ROVER

LR2 HSE

$6,981
Leather, P/W, P/L, Sunroof, Power Seats, Stk#U8250-107K mi.

*

2002 JAGUAR

X-TYPE

*

OPEN MONDAYMEMORIAL DAY10AM–5PM

















Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. 4G speeds not available everywhere. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network.

Limited-time offer. Nokia Lumia 900 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, 
conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage 
for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, 
federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. *For more information, 
please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Microsoft Windows® Phone and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. Screen images simulated. All other marks used herein are the 
property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

now covers
   New York City.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

Nokia Lumia 900
8.0 megapixel autofocus 

camera and HD video
 Carl Zeiss optics and 

dual-LED fl ash

Get all the coverage you need! 
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack.* 

1.866.MOBILITY
ATT.COM/NETWORK

VISIT A STORE


