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College Pt. mail facility rescued
USPS will salvage more than 700 jobs by keeping Queens distribution center open

READY FOR A CAT NAP

Kittens Grace (l.) and Spot lounge in the Animal Care & Control van during the Pets and Pals event in Alley 
Pond Park in Oakland Gardens. Both cats are up for adoption. See more photos at www.timesledger.com. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Queens elected officials wel-

comed the U.S. Postal Service’s 
decision last week to keep the Pro-
cessing and Distribution Center 

in College Point open in a move 
that saved more than 700 jobs in 
the borough.

U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), whose district 
covers the center,  applauded the 

reversal of the plan to shutter the 
facility.

“I am so glad the Queens Pro-
cessing and Distribution Center 
will remain open and will con-
tinue to serve the Queens com-

munity,” Crowley said. “Closing 
this facility would have severely 
impacted businesses and resi-
dents in the community that rely 
on the center day in and day out. 
It also would have stripped away 
hundreds of jobs from Queens at 
a time when we need every job we 
can get.”

Postal officials recently 
placed the center on the list of 
endangered facilities scheduled 
to close due to budget cuts, but a 
coalition of elected officials, cus-
tomers, civic groups, Community 
Board 7 and unions united for a 
vigorous campaign to keep the 
center open and processing mail.

“The decision to take the 
Processing and Distribution Cen-
ter off the chopping block is great 
news for the residents of Queens 
and the many businesses that de-
pend on the critical services pro-
vided by this facility,” said U.S. 
Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-Bayside)  
after the announcement May 18. 
“The plan to move the center’s re-
sponsibilities to the Brooklyn dis-
tribution location was a horrible 
idea that would have reduced the 
borough’s accessibility to a criti-

Continued on Page 20

Cops nab dozens 
in SE Queens 

drug operations
BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

His nickname was “The 
Ghost” and not even the people he 
worked with knew that his home 
was in Rochdale Village, police 
and prosecutors said.

“He had the uncanny ability 
to keep his associates in the dark. 
No one knew where he lived, what 
phone number he used, what car 
he drove,” Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly said of 51-year-old 
James “Wall” Corley, who was 
among 45 people arrested as part 
of a 15-month investigation by the 
NYPD and the Queens DA’s office 
dubbed “Operation South Side.”

Officials said that of the 
45 people arrested, more than a 
dozen people were allegedly lead-
ers and members of two sepa-
rate drug gangs that operated in 
southeast Queens.

In addition, the investiga-
tion resulted in the arrests of 
nearly 30 more people, who were 
charged with various narcotics-
related offenses, officials said 
during a news conference at 1 Po-
lice Plaza.

Continued on Page 20

BY REBECCA HENELY

A long-contentious Long Island City strip 
club is planning to open with a new name, no 
booze and possibly nude dancing.

Show Palace, formerly known as the 

Continued on Page 20

LIC strip club to open 
without liquor, clothes BY COLIN DEVRIES

Dolores “Dee” Richard 
was a woman of the arts: a 
journalist with a deep ap-
preciation for photography, 
illustration and, above all, 
talk. She died May 22 at the 
age of 86 following a brief 
illness.

Richard, the woman 

known to some as the queen 
of Queens gossip, devoted 
decades to chronicling the 
celebrations and, at times, 
the tribulations within the 
political and social circles 
in New York City’s second 
largest borough.

For the last decade, 
Richard’s “Dishing with 
Dee” column appeared each 
week in the TimesLedger 

Newspapers, musing on 
the political happenings 
throughout Queens — posi-
tive or otherwise — and 
garnering respect among 
the borough’s power play-
ers.

Whenever she walked 
into a room — camera and 
notebook in hand — public 
figures rushed to greet her 

Dee Richard, columnist, dies at 86

DEE RICHARD
Photo by Christina Santucci
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com
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BY REBECCA HENELY

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) called upon 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and the city Department 
of Buildings last Thursday 
to ban notorious developer 
Tommy Huang from con-
tinuing to do business in 
Queens and the city.

“Every piece of prop-
erty this developer has 
touched has become a prob-
lem for the neighboring 
properties,” Avella said.

The senator made his 
demands at D&D Glass Co., 
a glass auto repair busi-
ness at 94-14 Queens Blvd. 
in Elmhurst. The business 
is on the same block as a 

construction site, where 
on Jan. 10, 2011, a 27-year-
old worker and father, 
Hedilberto Sanchez, died 
from cardiac arrest. He 
was working on an 18-by-
65-foot cinder block wall, 
which collapsed while he 
and three other workers 
were pouring concrete into 
it. The three other men sus-
tained injuries in the acci-
dent.

Huang owns the site, 
which is set to become a 
five-story apartment com-
plex.

After the accident, the 
U.S. Labor Department’s 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration 
fined three companies in 
connection with the ac-

cident, one of which was 
H Rock Corp., chaired by 
Huang’s son Henry. H Rock 
Corp. agreed in August 
2011 to pay $14,670 in 18 in-
stallments in a settlement 
involving the accident.

Avella said the site at 
84-18 Queens Blvd., where 
Sanchez died, has also 
caused problems for some 
adjacent buildings. Avella 
said Engine 287, at 86-53 
Grand Ave., has had cracks 
in its concrete walls due 
to the construction of the 
apartment complex. D&D 
has also sustained cracks 
in its building foundation.

“The condition of my 
building was very nice be-
fore they started the proj-
ect,” said Michael Demitri-
ou, owner of D&D.

Avella said current 
city legislation can bar 

contractors from receiving 
work permits, but it can-
not bar individuals who 
constantly violate codes. 
He said Bloomberg and the 
DOB have a responsibility 
to stop giving Huang build-
ing permits.

“We have building 
codes and construction 
codes for a reason,” Avella 
said. “Why aren’t they be-
ing enforced?”

Huang, who once 
claimed to want to become 
the Asian-American Don-
ald Trump, is infamous in 
Queens for a 1999 felony 
conviction for pouring hun-
dreds of gallons of fuel oil 
into the basement of RKO 
Keith’s Theatre in Flushing 
as well as ignoring asbestos 
contamination in the his-
toric movie house. Huang 
had to pay a $5,000 fine and 
was given five years’ proba-
tion.

Flushing zoning ex-
pert and activist Paul Gra-
ziano said Huang’s projects 
never have successful out-
comes.

“This guy is a bad 
seed,” Graziano said. “He 
is a guy who should not be 
developing.” 

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

BY REBECCA HENELY

In a night to honor 
Asian-American and Pa-
cific Islander community 
members and culture, City 
Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills) 
named Councilman Peter 
Koo (D-Flushing) Person 
of the Year at the Bethza-
tha Church of God in 
Elmhurst.

“Peter Koo is quite an 
amazing man,” Koslowitz 
said. “He has tirelessly 
fought for the needs of his 
community.”

Koo, a native of  Shang-
hai who served on business 
organizations and Commu-
nity Board 7 before being 
elected to the Council in 
2009, said he was honored 
and humbled to receive the 
award.

“We Asian Americans 
have come a long way in 
America,” Koo said.

He was one of five 
honorees at Koslowitz’s 
celebration last Thursday, 
which she is planning to 
hold annually. The festivi-
ties, which were held at the 
church, at 85-20 57th Ave., 
featured traditional Ko-
rean drumming, fan danc-
ing and a contemporary, 
Bollywood-influenced per-
formance.

During the event Ko-
slowitz also told 100 people 
or so people there to vote 
for state Assemblywoman 

Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
the youngest Asian Ameri-
can elected to the state Leg-
islature, in the upcoming 
election for the congres-
sional district that now 
belongs to outgoing U.S. 
Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-
Bayside).

“We’re going to make 
history,” Koslowitz said. 

If elected, Meng would 
be the first Asian-Ameri-
can congresswoman from 
New York.

The new district in-
cludes Bayside, Auburn-
dale, Oakland Gardens, 
Fresh Meadows, Forest 
Hills, Rego Park, Middle 
Village, Glendale and parts 
of Flushing, Ridgewood, 
Maspeth and Elmhurst.

In response, Meng 
commended Koslowitz for 
reaching out to the many 
diverse parts of her district 
and different populations 
in Queens.

“Karen is the ultimate 
bridge-builder,” Meng said.

The other honorees 
included Korean busi-
ness leader Peter Park, 
Forest Hills High School 
Assistant Principal Sally 
Li Young, Guyanese com-
munity activist Latchman 
Budhai and 11-year-old 
Lynne Wang, a star swim-
mer from PS 196 in Forest 
Hills who was born without 
part of her left arm.

State Sen. Tony Avella (c.), along with Elmhurst businessman Michael Demitriou (l.) and activist Paul Graziano tell the city to stop giving 
permits to developer Tommy Huang. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Avella blasts Huang’s work
Senator wants city to ban controversial builder from boro projects

Koslowitz taps Koo
 as ‘Person of Year’

Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz (c.) gave proclamations to vari-
ous members of the Asian-American and Pacific Islander com-
munity for a heritage celebration: athlete Lynne Wang (front row 
l-r.), who is with her mother; businessman Peter Park; Councilman 
Peter Koo; activist Latchman Budhai; and Assistant Principal Sally 
Li Young. Brooklyn Councilman Dominic Recchia (back) visited. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

Hedilberto Sanchez died at this construction site con-
nected to notorious developer Tommy Huang last year. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

Every piece 
of property 

this developer 
has touched 

has become a 
problem…
Tony Avella
State Senator
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www.NorthShoreVein.com

Fall in love with your legs and 
fall in love with life!

Your active lifestyle depends on the health of your legs. Varicose
Veins can slow you down, while Spider Veins can keep you in 
hiding. Don’t trust your Vein Treatment to just any doctor!

1 Hollow Lane | Suite 210 | Lake Success, NY 11042

Mark Schwartz, MD, FACS, RPVI
Triple Board Certified in General/Vascular Surgery & Phlebology (vein surgery)

© 2007 CoolTouch Inc. CoolTouch CTEV is a trademark of CoolTouch Inc. All rights reserved.

Free Vein Screening Event! 
Tues., June 19th: 5-7pm

516-869-VEIN (8346)
Appointment Required!

� Insurance accepted 
for most procedures

� State-of-the-art
CoolTouch CTEV®

laser treatments for
varicose veins

� Innovative VeinGogh®

laser treatments for
spider veins

� Minimal downtime
� In-office procedures

GOLD 
STANDARD 

of 
VEIN CARE

Doomed trees at Boro Hall were healthy: Firm
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
There is sap on their 

hands.
When nine cherry 

trees in full bloom were 
unceremoniously chopped 
down at Queens Borough 
Hall in Kew Gardens last 
month, the Department of 
Citywide Administrative 
Services said the trees were 
“diseased and needed to be 
removed.”

But it turns out the 
trees might have been in 
perfect health, according 
to an e-mail obtained by 
Geoffrey Croft of New York 
City Parks Advocates, a 
nonprofit dedicated to sup-
porting city parks. 

According to the 2009 
document, all but three of 
the trees were deemed in 
“good condition” by the 
landscape architectural 
firm Abel Bainnson & Butz 
during an assessment sur-
vey.

DCAS hired the land-

scaping firm to work on 
a $17 million atrium proj-
ect for Borough Hall — a 
project which initiated the 
removal of the trees for a 
staging area for construc-
tion equipment.

According to the e-
mail, an arborist with Abel 
Bainnson & Butz concluded 
that “three cherries in the 
northern lawn area should 
be removed because of dis-
ease, decline, etc., and the 
remainder of the cherries, 
while in desperate need for 
pruning, are in good condi-
tion.”

In that same e-mail, 
the landscaping firm gave 
city officials two options 
on how to deal with the 
cherry trees. The first op-
tion called for the removal 
of three trees and the pres-
ervation of the rest, while 
the second option recom-
mended removing all of the 
trees.

The city chose to re-
move all nine the trees.

“Unfortunately, this is 
just the tip of the iceberg,” 
Croft said. “The city is 
more interested in photo-
ops for planting new trees 

than in caring for the ones 
we already have. They op-
erated under the principle 
that they won’t get caught 
and no one will care.”

While the trees were 
examined in 2009, Croft 
said it is unlikely the trees 
could have contracted a 
fungal disease in the time 

since then.
“DCAS said the fungus 

had spread since 2009, yet 
they are unable to provide 
any tree health condition 
report or any documenta-
tion whatsoever to back 
this assertion,” he said.

Calls to DCAS and 
Abel Bainnson & Butz went 
unreturned.

A representative from 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall’s office said offi-
cials are currently review-
ing a report from a DCAS-
hired arborist, but could 
not provide a copy of the 
report or the name of the 
arborist.

Marshall’s representa-
tive also said the city will 
plant a new grove of trees 
and bushes after the one-
year construction project 
is completed. When com-
pleted, the atrium will pro-
vide space for meetings and 
cultural events, according 
to Marshall’s office.

The removal of a cherry tree grove from Queens Borough Hall continues to anger park advocates. 
Photo courtesy NYC Parks Advocates
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4 Lift Chair Styles
GIVES YOU 
AN EXTRA BOOST!

$79999 $99999

RIALTO
Recliner
Orig. $549

$50
Off Purchase of 

$500 or more

$100
Off Purchase of 
$1000 or more

$200
Off Purchase of 
$2000 or more

$300
Off Purchase of 
$3500 or more

LAUREL 
Designer Sofa
Orig. $1199.00

FORTE
Leather Match
Chaise Recliner

Photos are for illustration only. Not all items in all stores. Delivery charges apply. Immediate delivery, in stock items only. †Restrictions apply. Available on in-
stock merchandise, Delivery Days Tuesday thru Saturday. Purchase must be made prior to 2 pm. May not apply to certain delivery locations. See store for details.

ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
150 Sunrise Hwy
516-766-0910

CARLE PLACE
265 Glen Cove Rd.
516-248-2323

FARMINGDALE
1644 Route 110
631-845-4790

SETAUKET
4016 Nesconset Hwy. (Rte 347)
631-642-3240

ALL STORES OPEN: Monday–Saturday 10am-9pm (RVC 10am-6pm), Sunday 10am-6pm

The BEST & LARGEST DISPLAY of La-Z-Boy Furniture in the Metro Area!

1-800-RECLINER          WWW.LAZBOY.COM/LONGISLAND-NYC

6 Special order 
colors to choose.

SOFABEDS
Featuring Full, Queen
and Chair and a Half
Size Beds

Starting at
CLARK Reclining Sofa
Orig. $1359.99

14 Styles 
to Choose! 

NO
MONEY DOWN

+ plus + 

INTEREST FREE

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

See store for 

details

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
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★
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★
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★
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$3993999999$39999
$49999

299
$5995999999$59999

$7997999999$79999

$69999

SAVE 
$560

SAVE 
$400

NEXT DAY 
DELIVERY

Available on In-Stock
Merchandise†

BUY DIRECT&SAVE
UP TO

LIMITED TIME
MEMORIAL DAY

SPECIALS!

“Come in and feel the difference.”

With this coupon only. Excludes ad specials,clearance items, hot buys and prior sales. Can’t be combined with other offers. Limit one per customer. Expires 5/28/12.

Most sofabeds available with
10" thick SlumberAir mattress
at additional charge

Hey Queens... We’re Closer Than You Think!

PQ PQ PQ PQ

AMITY
Recliner

$44999
Orig. $549

$79999
Orig. $1,029Orig. $869

SAVE 
$230

RALEIGH
Recliner

$54999

PINNACLE
LEATHER
Match Chaise
Recliner

SAVE 
$320

OVER 100 RECLINERS ON DISPLAY

HOLIDAY HOURS
Today 10am–6pm

Memorial Day 10am–9pm

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Jacques Leandre, a 

community attorney, told a  
group of about 15 people at 
the Springfield Communi-
ty Church in South Jamai-
ca Saturday that minority 
members of the community 
need to know their rights 
and become more active in 
community policing efforts 
to fight unreasonable stop-
and-frisks.

“Culturally, we don’t 
like to get involved with 
law enforcement if we don’t 
have to,” Leandre said. “We 
got to say, ‘It’s got to stop.’”

State Sen. Shirley 
Huntley (D-Jamaica) host-
ed the talk at the church, at 
177-06 129th Ave., in light of 
a class-action lawsuit filed 
in Manhattan federal court 
last week against the city, 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and various NYPD offi-
cials.

The New York Civil 
Liberties Union said the 
103rd Precinct, which in-
cludes Hollis, Jamaica 
and parts of South Jamai-
ca, counted 17,000 people 
through the stop-and-frisk 
program in 2011. Of them, 
91 percent were black or La-
tino and 88.7 percent were 
not given a summons or 
charged with a crime.

Adrienne Felton, a 
spokeswoman for Huntley, 
pointed out that the senator 
did not want to ban stop-
and-frisk since the practice 
has removed guns from the 
neighborhood.

But she said she wants 
reform through more 
specific guidelines, more 
transparent records and 
requiring police officers to 
inform those they stop why 
they are under suspicion.

“She’s just against 
stop-and-frisk being used 
as a tool of racial profil-
ing,” Felton said.

Leandre and former 
Rikers Island Correction 
Officer Lorenzo Steele Jr. 

led most of the discussion. 
Leandre, who is black, 
said while he has no crimi-
nal record, he had been 
stopped several times as 
a young law student. The 
attorney said he still gets 
stopped,  but he often is not 
searched because he knows 
he and others do not have 
to consent to unreasonable 
search and seizures.

He also encouraged 
residents to take part in 
community precinct coun-
cil meetings as well as set up 
block watches so residents 
cannot only track crime in 
their neighborhood but de-
termine when residents are 
being unfairly targeted by 
police.

“I think it’s really im-
portant to empower the 
community with the tools 
that we have,” Leandre 
said.

Steele said it was also 
important to fight the per-
ception among minority 
youth that jail is a rite of 
passage and work at reduc-
ing violence.

“Jail is the last place 
on earth that you ever want 
to be,” he said.

Cyi Holder, a 17-year-
old black Hollis resident, 
said he had been stopped 

15 times by the police, even 
though he has never been 
arrested or convicted of a 
crime.

“I felt like there was a 
target on me,” Cyi said of 
the experience.

Crystal David, 20, of St. 
Albans, said that as a young 
black woman she thought it 
was important for  people 
to tell their stories of being 
stopped and frisked and of 
being in prison. She asked 
Leandre and Steele to part-
ner with young people to 
raise awareness through 
marches and social media.

She said the current 
stop-and-frisk practices 
breed animosity between 
young minority men and 
police.

“It does nothing but 
tear them down,” David 
said. “If you don’t trust the 
cops, who can you trust?”

An awareness march 
about stop-and-frisk will 
be held June 5 at the Colos-
seum Mall on 165th Street 
at 2:30 p.m.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Former corrections officer Lorenzo Steele Jr. says handcuffs be-
come the new slave shackles under the current stop-and-frisk 
practices. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Huntley forum weighs
how to curb stop/frisk
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
A Flushing high school 

had the highest number 
of students in the city who 
used a free  tutoring service 
accused of receiving ques-
tionable payments from the 
city Department of Educa-
tion, the city comptroller 
said.

Comptroller John Liu 
conducted an audit and 
found Champion Learn-
ing Center, a contractor 
hired to do tutoring work, 
received $850,000 from the 
DOE based on suspect time 
and attendance sheets, ac-
cording to the audit.

And John Bowne High 
School in Flushing had 
787 students who used the 
Manhattan-based tutoring 
service last school year, 
more than double any other 
school in the city.

“Taxpayers can’t af-
ford to write multimillion-
dollar blank checks for 
tutoring services that may 
not have taken place,” Liu 
said. “The city Depart-
ment of Education’s lack of 
oversight not only shows 
serious mismanagement, 
but may have also enabled 
fraudulent billings.”

The students at John 
Bowne, who also led the city 
in tutoring from the center 
during the 2009-10 school 
year, were in the program 
as part of the No Child Left 
Behind Act.

Students in struggling 

schools are provided free 
tutoring as part of the act, 
and Champion was one of 
the state-approved compa-
nies.

But the lack of ade-
quate documentation, con-
trols and oversight by the 
tutor and the DOE called 
into question the authen-
ticity of the three-year, $40 

million contract, Liu said.
In some cases, the 

DOE paid the company for 
work performed at improb-
able times, like midnight 
to 5 a.m., the audit said. In 
other cases, the DOE doled 
out cash for tutoring dur-
ing times prohibited under 
the contract, according to 
the audit.

The DOE agreed that 
the city should recoup the 
money, but took issue with 
some of the audit’s findings 
accusing the city of poor 
oversight.

The tutoring company 
said in a response to the 
audit that the odd billing 
hours were the result of 
typos, and that it was not 
initially aware of any time 
prohibitions on tutoring 
during the school day. Due 
to overcrowding, some 
students run on staggered 
schedules, but the prohib-
ited time for tutoring was 
from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
across the board.

The audit also found 
the online venue where tu-
tors reported their hours 
needed more oversight. 
Since the audit, that venue 
has been updated to prohib-
it any company from log-
ging time that is prohibited 
under the contract, or is at 
such a bizarre hour that the 
tutoring likely did not take 
place.

In the 2010-11 school 
year, Long Island City High 
School had 246 students 
who used the service, the 
third-highest in the city.

During the previous 
school year, John Bowne 
had 491 students who used 
the service, again the high-
est in the city, while 281 stu-
dents at Long Island City 
used the service.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Supporters of union 

workers at Ozanam Hall 
gathered outside the Bay-
side nursing home last 
week to call on the bishop 
of Brooklyn to put an end 
to policies they contend are 
detrimental to patient care, 
although one area lawmak-
er was noticeably missing.

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) had announced 
he would attend the Friday 
morning meeting across 
from the home on 201st 
Street, but his invitation 
was retracted by UFCW 
Local 342 after he had a 
conference call with Ozan-
am management late last 
Thursday.

“I was politely dis-
invited,” explained Avella, 
who said management 
reached out to him the day 
before to share their side of 

the story.
The union’s 400-plus 

workers have been without 
a contract for two years, and 
they claim resident care 
has suffered since manage-
ment decided to stop replac-
ing staff who call in sick.

“The staffing levels 
are not enough to give the 
residents the same amount 
of care I’d like to receive if I 
was in their position,” said 
Certified Nursing Assis-
tant Cheryl Vanputten.

Union spokeswoman 
Kate Meckler said the home 
was looking to cut regular 
work week hours from 37.5 
to 35 hours and was claim-
ing it could not provide a 
fair wage increase for em-
ployees because of econom-
ic hardship. She said an au-
dit of the home revealed it 
had $55 million in reserve 
funds.

An audit by the city comptroller found that a tutoring company 
with a large presence in John Bowne High School submitted ques-
tionable time and attendance sheets to the city.

Fishy tutelage at Bowne HS
Tutoring company billed city for questionable sessions: Comptroller

Union workers rally 
outside Ozanam Hall

Certified Nursing Assistant Cheryl Vanputten (c.) signs a letter 
asking the Rev. Nicholas DiMarzio to step in on behalf of patients 
at Ozanam Hall, as Local 342 spokeswoman Kate Meckler and 
Assemblyman Rory Lancman look on. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Pet Care with 

Love to Spare.

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s fi rst 

veterinary visit

Expires: June 16, 2012

Grand Opening

Special

BY RICH BOCKMANN

A group of parents and 
teachers at the Lorraine 
Hansberry elementary 
school in St. Albans said 
Principal Cynthia Ofori-
Feaster promised to take 
their school from an A to 
an A-plus when she started 
in 2008.

Since then, they say, 
her management style has 
thrown the school into cha-
os, and they are now call-
ing for her ouster.

PS 118, at 190-10 109th 
Road, received two con-
secutive A’s on the city 
Department of Education’s 
progress report the year 
before and the year after 
Ofori-Feaster took over as 
the school’s principal, but 
the last two years it has re-
ceived C’s.

And last year it got an 
F for school environment.

PTA President Jas-
min Farrier is leading a 
campaign of upset parents 
and teachers to have Ofori-
Feaster removed.

The principal’s critics 
have a long list of griev-
ances against her, includ-
ing claims the school went 
two years without math 
and reading materials af-
ter she removed them, that 

she fired an aide over their 
school’s PA system and that 
once tensions really start-
ed to escalate, she banned 
parents from entering the 
building.

Ofori-Feaster did not 
respond to a request for 
comment and DOE declined 
to comment.

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
said a number of teachers 
and parents have contacted 
his office and he was aware 
of the many complaints 
against the principal.

“The DOE says they’re 
aware of the claims and 
they’re working on it, but 
they won’t divulge any 
more,” he said. “Clearly 
there are some problems.”

Farrier, who has a son 
and a daughter enrolled in 
the school, said she was not 
aware that there were prob-
lems until an argument 
broke out between the prin-
cipal and the former PTA 
president in 2010.

Still, she said, the 
principal seemed amenable 
at first.

“Her door was always 
open. By the end of the 
school year, I decided to run 
for PTA president. I was ec-
static she was going to be 
working with us,” she said. 

But Farrier said conditions 
at the school have deterio-
rated since then. She said 
Ofori-Feaster cut back on 
staff last year and has in-
stituted mass-preparation 
sessions, when the teachers 
gather to prepare their les-
son plans.

She said during this 
time about 100 students 
are supervised by three or 
four teachers in either the 
schoolyard or the gym, lead-
ing to several injuries and 
even one instance in which 
a child wandered off.

One teacher, who re-
quested that her name not 
be used for fear of retribu-
tion, said Ofori-Feaster’s 
policies are erratic and in-
constant.

“I’ve never seen so 
much chaos over the 10 
years that I’ve been there,” 
she said.

Farrier contends 
Ofori-Feaster is unfit to 
run the school and she is 
calling on the DOE to have 
her removed.

“There are so many 
disconnects here. The prin-
cipal and the administra-
tion function as one entity, 
the parents function as an-
other and the children as 
another,” she said.

Parents call for ouster 
of PS 118’s principal

Parents fed up with the principal of PS 118 call for her removal at a protest outside the St. Albans 
school. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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We accept all major credit cards

Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional

Italian Cuisine

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Monday –Friday 3:30pm- 11:00pm 

Sunday 1:00pm-10:00pm

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
A group seeking solu-

tions to railroad pollution 
is up for an environmental 
award — one that could fast 
track its hopes for an air-
quality survey.

Civics United for Rail-
road Environmental Solu-
tions submitted an applica-
tion to the state Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation for an Environmen-
tal Excellence Award. Mary 
Parisen, co-chairwoman 
of CURES, said the award 
is a crucial next step in se-
curing a grant to examine 
the air quality around the 
Fresh Pond rail terminal 
in Middle Village.

“Garbage traffic on 
the rails cuts right through 
a residential area in Mid-
dle Village,” said Parisen. 
“Besides excessive noise, 
residents have to deal with 
potential health risks as-
sociated with open garbage 
cars.”

CURES received back-
ing from a host of Queens 
elected officials, including 
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (R-
Middle Village), state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo (D-How-
ard Beach), City Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village) and 
state Assembly members 
Andrew Hevesi (D-Forest 
Hills), Cathy Nolan (D-
Ridgewood), Margaret Mar-
key (D-Maspeth) and Mike 
Miller (D-Woodhaven). 

“Our communities 
surround Fresh Pond 
Yards — the only entry 
and egress point for freight 
rail on Long Island. For 
years we have had to deal 
with nuisances and serious 
health risks,” Miller said. 
“They [CURES] facilitated 
forums for education and 
discussion of problems and 
solutions.”

CURES is a coalition 
of 14 civic associations 

in Maspeth, Middle Vil-
lage, Ridgewood, Glendale, 
Elmhurst, Woodside, For-
est Hills and Woodhaven.

The grant sought by 
CURES would partner the 
group with the Queens 
College Center for the Biol-
ogy of Natural Systems to 
perform baseline air qual-
ity monitoring around the 
Fresh Pond rail terminal. 
The monitoring strategy 
would place equipment at 
sites around Fresh Pond 
and the data collected 
would be compared with 
air quality results in other 
areas of the city.

The potential for air 
pollution around the ter-
minal is a concern that 
area residents have raised 
in recent months — along 
with complaints about loud 
freight trains rolling in at 
all hours of the morning 
and night.

Edward Cataldo, a 
Middle Village resident 
whose backyard faces the 
tracks, said the neighbor-
hood needs sound barriers 
and a covered track.

“We are taking every-
one’s garbage, noise and 
pollution,” Cataldo said. 

“We also risk a loss of prop-
erty values.”

In April, a number of 
residents joined Assem-
blyman Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest)  in calling for 
rail companies to stop per-
forming yard activities on 
tracks in residential neigh-
borhoods. Hevesi followed 
by drafting a letter to the 
state DEC, asking for a re-
view of Waste Management 
of New York’s application 
to expand a waste transfer 
station on Review Avenue 
in Maspeth.

According to Hevesi, 
the expansion of the Re-
view Avenue waste transfer 
station would bring more 
garbage through parts of 
Middle Village already 
inundated with the smell 
and noise of idling garbage 
trains.

CURES expects to hear 
in June whether or not it 
will receive a grant for an 
air quality survey.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Environmental advocates are pushing for an air quality survey of 
the neighborhood surrounding the Fresh Pond rail terminal. 

Photo courtesy Bob Holden

www.TimesLedger.com

Rail civic seeks grant 
to study air pollution

 4702 30th Avenue, 
Astoria NY 11103 

718-777-1635
www.maxbratwurst.com

Our food is not the only thing that 
is great at Max - our Fun is too!

Max 
Bratwurst Und Bier

 “We are more than happy 
to welcome private parties 

in our party room”.

From our live aired 
soccer games to our 

original German music, 
to our friendly servers, 

you’ll enjoy every second 
you spend in our cozy 

restaurant.

Operation Hours: Monday till Thursday, 11AM-12AM, 
Friday 11AM-2AM��������	�
��AM-2AM������	�
��AM-12AM.
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

BY PHIL CORSO

Nothing makes Doug-
laston’s Ruth Harrigan 
buzz more than bees, and 
with four hives of her own, 
she keeps busy with her 
winged workmates.

“I draw life lessons 
from the bees in every-
thing they do,” Harrigan 
said. “They are so caring, 
so nurturing and they all 
have their place in the 
hive.”

After finding herself 
with a brand new swarm 
after a Manhattan beekeep-
ing friend notified Harri-
gan of her  bee-infested rose 
garden, Harrigan said she 
was happy to tend to the 
noisy neighbors.

“I spend an hour or 
two each weekend just tend-
ing to bees,” Harrigan said. 
“The buzzing sound is very 
soothing to me.”

Harrigan, a three-year 

veteran of beekeeping, said 
she soon would place the 
new swarms into a hive of 
their own to join the four 
hives she keeps in a friend’s 
backyard in Douglaston.

According to Harri-
gan, Douglaston’s scenic 
landscape provides the 
hives with plenty of food, 
allowing them to flourish 
at a time when bees have 
become scarcer as a spe-
cies.

“Location is key to 
keep beehives,” Harrigan 
said. “I want to contribute 
in my own way to help this 
planet, and by keeping bees 
I can help bring them back 
as well as pollinate all the 
trees in our area.”

Scientific studies have 
suggested the declining 
population of bees might be 
linked to commonly used 
pesticides.

Harrigan said she 
stumbled upon the joy of 

beekeeping accidentally 
while researching chick-
ens, which she was going 
to buy for her children 
as a pet. What originally 
started out as a quick read 
on the 2010 legalization of 
beekeeping in New York 
City quickly grew wings 

of its own. Within months, 
the Douglaston resident 
had signed up for a crash 
course on beekeeping and 
was immediately sold.

“I realized quickly 
that I loved bees and this 
was something I had do to,” 
Harrigan said.

Since then, Harrigan 
said she has spent every 
fall at the Douglaston Arts 
Festival selling the honey 
her bees produced with as 
many as 50 pounds each 
year. The goal, she said, 
was to raise awareness 
in the neighborhood and 
get residents interested in 
talking about the wonders 
of bees.

“I don’t think people 
know that human beings 
would not exist without 
honeybees,” Harrigan said. 
“My friends who used to be 
very quick to exterminate 
look at bees very different-
ly now.”

But that does not mean 
her buzzing buddies always 
play nice. Harrigan said 
she has received her fair 
share of bee stings, for bet-
ter or worse.

“I’ve been stung plenty 
of times,” Harrigan said. 
“But they weren’t always 

harmful. After one acci-
dental sting on my arm, I 
had stopped suffering from 
back pain I was experienc-
ing around that time. It 
never came back.”

While tending the 
bees, Harrigan said she 
was most fascinated by the 
politics within the hive.

“Everyone has a task, 
and that is how they run 
the colony so efficiently,” 
Harrigan said. “We have 
much to learn from them.”

Douglaston resident Ruth Harrigan tends to a new swarm of bees 
she captured from Manhattan last weekend. 

Photo courtesy Kieran Harrigan

Human beings 
would not 

exist without 
honeybees.
Ruth Harrigan

Beekeeper

Douglaston neighbor keeps busy with beekeeping
Ruth Harrigan collects hives in nearby backyard to help preserve declining honeybee population
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Join us for our 2012 Season

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK
Serving a mix of modern American cuisine with global influences.

“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…with its open-air decks, umbrellas, ships wheel and lanterns, and spiffy servers 
in nautical uniforms…serving generous portions of dishes created with high quality ingredients.” — New York Times

OUTDOOR TIKI BAR OVERLOOKING A BEAUTIFUL BOAT MARINA

Waterside Restaurant

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make first left onto Manhasset Ave.
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make first let onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Waterside Restaurant
At the Manhasset Bay Marina

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900
www.lamottas.net
Like us on Facebook

Every Table has a Marina side View of Manhasset Bay

Music on 
Fridays 

7 to 11pm
Music on Sundays

Steel Drummer
4 to 7pm

Memorial Day
to Labor Day

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

with a smile in the hopes 
of appearing in her weekly 
“Focus on Queens” photo 
page.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-
ley (D-Jackson Heights), 
chairman of the Queens 
Democratic Party, called 
her “a fixture in Queens 
politics.

“Her column was a 
must-read for all of Queens,” 
he said. “But beyond her 
many contributions to the 
community, Dee was a won-
derful person whose larger-
than-life personality will 
be missed.”

A native of Philadel-
phia, Richard started her 
career as a technical art-
ist. During World War II 
she received a scholarship 
to attend the Academy of 
Aeronautics, now known as 
Vaughn College, in Queens, 
according to her husband, 
Jim Darmos.  After com-
pleting study in three-
dimensional architectural 
drawing, she was hired as 
an illustrator by military 
aircraft contractor Sikor-
sky Corporation in Con-
necticut.

“She was only one of 
two women who got schol-
arships,” he said. “It was 
really just her in a man’s 
world.”

Darmos said she went 
on to illustrate some of 
the first experimental 
fixed-wing aircraft manu-
factured by Sikorsky. Her 
drawings were prominent-
ly featured in textbooks.

When the war ended, 
Darmos said Richard made 
a return to New York to at-
tend the Germain School 
of Photography, launching 

her career as a wedding — 
and later society — photog-
rapher.

Darmos met her in 
1970, at a time when she 
was balancing wedding 
photography with freelance 
gigs for the New York State 
Deputies Association. Rich-
ard became an honorary 
New York state fire chief, 
Darmos said.  

She transitioned from 
wedding photography to 
publicity and public rela-
tions for various groups 
and public figures, also op-
erating fund-raising cam-
paigns for law enforcement 
groups. At some point she 
was drawn into the politi-
cal networks of Queens.

Her journalism career 
began with photo contri-
butions to several weekly 
newspapers in Queens, 
later using her knowledge 
of the borough’s political 
circles to write a weekly 
column for TimesLedger 
Newspapers, read by thou-
sands.

Darmos said over the 
40 years he had known her, 
he admired her strength 
and character.

“There are very few 
people I’ve met like her — 
with her convictions,” he 
said. “She wanted to do 
the right thing for every-
body. She believed the old-
fashioned thing that all the 
news that was fit to print, 
you print it… but it’s gotta 
be the truth.”

Her resolve shined, 
Darmos said, when she 
lost four family members 
in a single year. “First her 
mother died, then the one 
son, then her father died 
and then her other son 
died… There’s few people 
that could survive that.”

Since her death on 

May 22, heartfelt messages 
of praise and respect have 
poured into the TimesLedg-
er newsroom.

Roz Liston, editor of 
the TimesLedger, said “Dee 
was the ultimate profes-
sional.  She loved the buzz 
of the Queens political 
world and was committed 
to reporting on the movers 
and shakers in the borough 
for the paper’s readers each 
week.  She brought a spe-
cial talent and unique voice 
to the TimesLedger that 
will never be matched.”

Borough President 
Helen Marshall said, “Dee’s 
dry wit, sense of humor, 
creativity and knowledge of 
Queens, its government and 
politics combined to make 
her a welcome presence ev-
erywhere she went.”

Marshall said her 
coverage of events in both 
words and pictures for sev-
eral Queens newspapers 
over the years “will be part 
of her lasting legacy.”

City Comptroller John 
Liu said Richard, “dubbed 
the gossip queen of Queens, 
will be sorely missed. 
Feisty and funny, she deftly 
chronicled — and at times 
skewered — the borough’s 
political life.”

She filed her last col-
umn and photo page for the 
TimesLedger Monday for 
the May 24 issue.

Richard was prede-
ceased by her first hus-
band, Theodore Richard, 
and their two sons, Michael 
and Theodore Jr.

She will be buried with 
her sons at Nassau Knolls 
Cemetery in Port Washing-
ton.

Donations in her 
memory can be made to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion.

Continued from Page 1

Dee

PETER KOO

District 20 – NYC Council Member
 

This Memorial Day let’s show our veterans and those who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice that their service to this great nation was 

not made in vain and is greatly appreciated by all Americans.
 

135-27 38 Ave, Suite 388
Flushing, NY 11354
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Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (r.) presents the commemorative 
sign to Bishop Mitchell Taylor, the son of Bishop Moses Taylor. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

BY REBECCA HENELY

The unveiling of “Bish-
op Moses Taylor Way” in 
Queensbridge Sunday 
served not only as an honor 
to the memory of a neigh-
borhood religious and com-
munity leader, but also his 
legacy.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) and Bishop Mitchell 
Taylor, Moses Taylor’s 
son, hosted the renaming 
of 40th Avenue and 13th 
Street to coincide with the 
second anniversary of the 
nonprofit East River Devel-
opment Alliance’s federal 
credit union.

Mitchell Taylor, who 
founded ERDA to help pub-
lic housing residents in 
western Queens help them-
selves through a series of 
programs and services, 
said the creation of the 
credit union was based on 
one of his father’s sayings.

“He said you’ll never 
be able to sustain change 
until you have your own 
bank,” Mitchell Taylor said. 
“When you have the money 
in the bank, you rent the 
space. When you have your 
money in the federal credit 
union — or, as I like to call 
it, financial cooperative — 
you own the space.”

Moses Taylor, born in 
1924, came to the Queens-
bridge Houses/Long Island 
City community in 1961. He 
joined a women’s prayer 
meeting and hoped to build 
a church, but later the 
Democratic club gave him 
the keys to a building at 12-
11 40th Ave. for what would 
become Center of Hope In-
ternational Church.

He paid off the build-
ing within 25 years and 
served the public hous-
ing residents through his 
church.

“We will never, ever 
forget Bishop Moses Tay-

lor and all that he brought 
to this community,” Van 
Bramer said.

Moses Taylor died in 
2004.

ERDA’s credit union 
accepts small savings de-
posits, charges lower fees 
and is more flexible with its 
loans, making it ideal for 

public housing residents.
Van Bramer had co-

sponsored the bill to co-
name the corner, which is 
not far from the church Mo-
ses Taylor founded.

“That is one of the 
most proud moments in my 
career,” Van Bramer told 
those assembled for the un-
veiling Sunday.

The co-naming cer-
emony was unlike many in 
the borough. A section of 
40th Avenue was closed for 
a party with food, music, 
inflatable castles and bas-
ketball hoops for children. 
Before unveiling the sign, 
Mitchell Taylor led sing-
ers in his father’s favorite 
songs.

Yet the most unusual 
aspect of the unveiling may 
have been that the paper to 
cover the sign easily came 
off when the string was 
pulled. In most unveilings, 
the string detaches from 
the paper, usually requir-

ing a brave soul to climb up 
the street marker pole or 
up a ladder to liberate the 
sign.

“You know that God 
is here today because that 
came off right away,” Van 
Bramer said.

The councilman said 
he had allocated $2 million 
to Queensbridge Houses 
and $500,000 to ERDA in 
his time on the Council.

Public housing resi-
dent Mayra Lucero said 
through a Spanish trans-
lator that ERDA’s credit 
union has helped her better 
manage her finances and 
save money that could be 
lost in fees to cash out her 
checks.

“ERDA means every-
thing in my life,” she said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

LIC corner renamed Bishop Moses Taylor Way

We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Party Room Seats 
Up to 75!

Join Us On

Call For Our 
Daily Specials

Join Us for 
Sunday Brunch!

$14.95

PParty
U

Open 7 Days a Week  6 AM to 12 Midnight
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The skies above Socrates Sculpture Park 
and Noguchi Museum were filled with all 
kinds of kites Saturday afternoon for an 
event called Kite Flight, which featured 
a workshop to make flying objects from 
plastic bags. (Clockwise from top) Ian 
O’Sullivan, 7, chases his pirate kite with 
the Manhattan skyline in the background; 
Mads Lynnerup (r.) holds his creation 
over Francie Scanlon’s head; Sam Grimm 
(front l.) tries to get some momentum 
as Mario (c.) and J.P. Primiano hold the 
swath of fabric still; Lea Seow of Jackson 
Heights prepares for launch; Kaila Mckie, 
4, runs with her kite in tow; and Miguel 
Bastades, 7, takes a lap around the park. 

Photos by Christina Santucci 
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Urban design elements could fi ght obesity epidemic
 LaGuardia lecture focuses on path to creating fi t city that fosters exercise to combat weight gain

BY REBECCA HENELY

In the midst of wide-
spread infectious disease, 
New York City implement-
ed numerous design chang-
es more than 100 years ago 
that drastically improved 
its residents’ wellbeing.

Now the city hopes to 
do the same for obesity.

“Relatively minor sig-
nificant changes in people’s 
activity can create signifi-
cant differences in their 
health,” said Suzanne Nien-
aber, active design training 
coordinator for the city 
Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene.

Nienaber, along with 
other officials from the city 
Department of Education, 
laid out the city Depart-
ment of Design and Con-
struction’s principles in 
creating a more “fit city” 
during a lecture held May 
16 at LaGuardia Communi-

ty College, at 31-10 Thomson 
Ave. in Long Island City.

Nienaber said the city 
should promote transporta-
tion that requires people to 
be active, recreation that 
encourages children and 
adults to move around, 
building designs that en-
courage workers and resi-
dents to move through them 
in active ways and easy ac-
cess to good nutrition in all 
neighborhoods.

In 1840s New York City, 
numerous deaths were at-
tributed to infectious ill-
nesses such as tuberculosis, 
cholera and yellow fever, 
Nienaber said. Throughout 
the next 100 years, the city 
made a number of changes, 
such as creating a system 
to bring fresh water from 
upstate, building Central 
Park, opening the Depart-
ment of Sanitation and con-
structing the subways.

Now 75 percent of 

Americans die from chron-
ic disease, and some of 
those illnesses, like dia-
betes and heart disease, 
are partly attributable to 
obesity. Statistics from the 
Health Department say 

that 34 percent of adult New 
Yorkers are overweight and 
22 percent are obese.

Meanwhile, one in five 
kindergarten students in 
New York City is consid-
ered obese. In 2010 the city 

had singled out Corona as 
having the highest levels 
of child obesity in the five 
boroughs.

Roger Platt, director 
of school health for the city, 
said obesity is a worldwide 
problem that can be miti-
gated with exercise and a 
more active lifestyle.

“Physical activity is 
the magic treatment for a 
lot of things,” Platt said.

Nienaber said the 
city is trying to encourage 
physical activity through 
its “Active Design Guide-
lines.” These principles en-
courage the use of bicycles 
and recommend the con-
struction of bike lanes or 
indoor racks to make bicy-
cling as a mode of transport 
more attractive and less 
subject to thefts.

But they can also be 
as simple as installing a 
staircase in a new building 
in an open, beautiful space 

to make it more attractive. 
Playgrounds will also be 
more used if more ameni-
ties for adults are installed 
or the playground is deco-
rated more colorfully.

“Something as simple 
as painting on the ground 
will make children play 
more actively,” Nienaber 
said.

She said better nu-
trition for kids can be 
achieved with more access 
to tap water, either through 
drinking fountains or foun-
tains to fill up water bot-
tles. Community gardens 
can also be a fun way to 
keep kids healthy. It makes 
good food and keeps them 
outside.

“We know that garden-
ing is a great physical ac-
tivity,” Nienaber said.

The Active Design 
Guidelines can be down-
loaded at nyc.gov/adg.

Suzanne Nienaber (l.), of the city Department of Health, and 
Lindsey Harr, of the city Department of Education, spoke on a pan-
el at LaGuardia Community College about how city and building 
design can promote physical activity and prevent obesity. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

BY REBECCA HENELY

In 1994, a baseball field 
in College Point was named 
after Fred Schade, a found-
er and longtime member of 
the neighborhood’s Little 
League, and now the field 
will bear his name once 
again for the first time in 
more than a decade.

“This is his dream 
come true,” said Ray 
Schade, one of Fred 
Schade’s three sons. “He’s 
definitely smiling today.”

City Councilman Dan-
iel Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
and Borough Parks Com-
missioner Dorothy Lewan-
dowski joined with mem-
bers of Fred Schade’s family 
and young baseball players 
to rename one of the fields 
in the College Point Fields 
at Ulmer Street and 25th 
Avenue after him.

The fields had been 
well-tended by Fred Schade 

in his heyday. However, 
they were closed by the 
city in October 1997 when 
Flushing company Enviro-
Fill dumped illegal con-
struction debris on the site.

Despite no longer hav-

ing a permanent place to 
play with the closure of 
the baseball diamonds, the 
Little League stayed intact 
through the interim. The 
fields were reopened by 
the city Parks Department 

in 2004 and renovated com-
pletely with the new sports 
complex in 2010, but the 
family had e-mailed Hal-
loran’s office a year ago 
to get the baseball field 
renamed. They got an im-

mediate response from the 
councilman, said Richard 
Schade, another one of Fred 
Schade’s sons.

“He was a great man 
and this is an incredible 
honor,” said Jamie Loeb, a 
neighbor of Fred Schade.

Both Ray and Richard 
Schade, who came to the 
event with Fred Schade’s 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, said Fred 
Schade’s driving passion 
was for baseball.

Ray Schade said his 
father coached baseball for 
40 years and would help 
maintain the fields on the 
weekends. Fred Schade, 
who worked fixing the ma-
chines for Hotel Bar Butter, 
did this because he loved 
the game and knew the 
children of College Point 
needed a place to play.

“Work was just some-
thing he did between base-
ball,” Ray Schade said.

Loeb said the field was 
originally named for Fred 
Schade in 1994, but Fred 
Schade’s death in 1999 at 
the age of 77 meant he did 
not live to see the ball fields 
reopen.

Ray Schade said the 
renaming meant a lot to the 
family.

“This was his dream,” 
Ray Schade said, “to always 
have these kinds of fields.”

Halloran commended 
the Schade family for help-
ing keep the neighborhood’s 
Little League going and Le-
wandowski for working to 
get the field renamed.

“Dottie has worked 
with my office to make so 
many great things happen 
throughout this district,” 
Halloran said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Fred Schade’s great grandson Aiden McMahon traces his great grandfather’s name in the sign.  
Photo by Christina Santucci

College Pt. diamond named for coach - again
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Tens of thousands of ultra-Orthodox Jewish men gathered for a rally at Citi 
Field Sunday evening to discuss the dangers of the Internet. Only men were 
allowed to buy tickets to the event, and viewing parties were set up for wom-
en at other locations. (Clockwise from l.) Attendees fill the baseball stadium; 
protesters dressed as cavemen wave signs outside; and men use binoculars 
to watch the proceedings. Photos by Steven Malecki

ICCC looking for new way into Creedmoor campus
Indian Cultural Center gives CB 13 plan to provide vehicular access by 82nd Avenue in Bellerose
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Since its attempt to 
acquire more land on the 
Creedmoor Psychiatric 
Campus in Bellerose fell 
through last year, the Indi-
an Cultural and Communi-
ty Center is hoping to pro-
vide alternative access to 
its proposed developments, 
but the community is reluc-
tant to approve anything 
before investigations into 
the center’s controversial 
dealings are concluded.

The ICCC purchased 
two parcels on the campus 
nestled between the Grand 
Central and Cross Island 
parkways from the state 
Dormitory Authority for 
$1.8 million back in 2008, 
with the intention of build-
ing a community center.

The center is closely 
aligned with the Floral 
Park-based St. Gregorios 

Malankara Orthodox 
Church, which has about 
100 members and is one of 
60 parishes operated by the 
American Diocese of the In-
dian Orthodox Church.

The land was later as-
sessed at $7.8 million, rais-
ing questions about why the 
deal was approved when the 
sales price was so low.

The ICCC later 
changed its plans to in-
clude two nine-story apart-
ment buildings for seniors, 
and last year the center un-
successfully lobbied state 
legislators to approve the 
purchase of a third plot 
that would have provided 
access along Union Turn-
pike to the proposed devel-
opments.

“That other parcel 
... is not available now for 
other reasons — I’ll just say 
for political reasons right 
now,” Jordan Most, a law-

yer for the ICCC, told Com-
munity Board 13 Monday 
night.

“Among the problems 
with property right now 
is that there is no access 
to a mapped street,” he 

said. “It’s landlocked, so to 
speak.”

After state legislators 
redrew a bill to approve the 
land sale, a Manhattan Su-
preme Court judge ordered 
the center to hand over in-

formation to the state in-
spector general about the 
investors who helped pur-
chase the land in 2008.

The center is now look-
ing for approval from the 
city Board of Standards 
and Appeals to provide ac-
cess through a vehicular 
easement on the eastern 
side of the property by 82nd 
Avenue.

Due to a scheduling 
conflict, the community 
board’s Land Use Commit-
tee report was not available 
Monday, so members could 
not vote on the application, 
although the surrounding 
controversies seemed to be 
enough to put them off on 
from taking any position 
on the center’s dealings.

“Given the fact that we 
have never had any closure 
on any investigations that 
are taking place within the 
state, I feel that we are not 

in a position to vote either 
way on anything regarding 
this,” said CB 13 member 
Charlie Farruggia.

When the state’s legis-
lative lines were redrawn 
earlier this year, the Creed-
moor Campus was removed 
from state Sen. Tony Avel-
la’s (D-Bayside) district 
and placed in Sen. Malcolm 
Smith’s (D-St. Albans).

Avella has been a vocal 
critic of the original land 
deal, and Smith introduced 
the bill on the second one, 
though he later pulled his 
support.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Jordan Most presents the Indian Cultural and Community Center’s 
new plan for access to the Creedmoor Psychiatric Campus to 
Community Board 13. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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Auction Outlet
YOUR DISCOUNT HOME CENTER

Store Hours
Mon to Fri:  8 to 7
Saturdays:  8 to 6
Sundays:  10 to 5

Auction Outlet of Jamaica Inc
215-10 Hempstead Avenue, Queens Village, NY 11429-1222

The “Spring-long” Kitchen Event!SALE!
Ends June 20th, 7pm

CUSTOM CABINETS  CUSTOM PRICING
with

out

CHOOSE FROM

Custom Granite Tops installed within one week!

All Wood Construction
No Flakeboard or Chipboard

We here at Auction Outlet Queens Village are celebrating our 20th year in business.  
The way we achieved this was very simple…

 Going beyond what is expected of us
 Can’t have one without the other

 Always being honest with the customer… Always

Don’t by  by “Fake” list or MSRP prices, then given 70% off.
70% off of what, 

We don’t play games. Ever.
Buyer 

Beware!

Oueens
      illageV



16
 QU

EE
NS

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AY

 2
7, 

20
12

    
•  

TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M BY RICH BOCKMANN

Whether he did it in-
tentionally or not, state 
Sen. Malcolm Smith (D-St. 
Albans) chose a grimly ap-
propriate setting for his fo-
rum on youth violence last 
week.

Smith, along with state 
Assemblywoman Barbara 
Clark (D-Queens Village), 
met with about 50 students, 
most of whom were young 
girls, at Hollis’ IS 192, on 
204th St.

In February, 30-year 
old Jerry Lodvill was 
gunned down in the early 
evening hours on the side-
walk across Hollis Avenue 
from the school’s play-
ground.

Lodvill’s 15-year-old 
sister said she was in the 
Queens Library branch 
just a few doors down when 
her brother was fatally 
shot, and on May 16 sev-
enth-grader Jade Brunson 
recalled the event as just 

one example of the kinds of 
violence that occur in her 
neighborhood.

“I heard gunshots last 
night,” she added.

One of her classmates 
said a grown man had 
recently chased her and 
thrown eggs at her as she 
was walking along the 
street.

Assistant Principal 
Vivian Hill said about half 
of the students who were 
gathered in the classroom 
on the sunny afternoon 
were on the right track to 
heading off to high school 
next year. The other half, 
she said, were on the 
boundary between gradu-
ating and being held over 
a year “for whatever rea-
sons. Some have social is-
sues like fighting, others 
get into the situations that 
a lot of young people have.”

Brothers Lance and 
Todd Feurtado, ex-gang 
members from South Ja-
maica who speak about 

the dangers of street life 
through their King of Kings 
Foundation, said the young 
children were at the age 
when they are particularly 
susceptible to falling vic-
tim to the prison-industrial 
system.

The system, Lance 
said, uses third- and fourth-
grade reading levels when 
deciding where to build fu-
ture prisons.

“If you can’t read and 
write, you can’t fill out a 
job application and you 
can’t fill out a public assis-
tance application,” he said, 
“you have to revert to the 
streets.”

Lance asked the stu-
dents how many of them 
either knew or had a fam-
ily member in prison, and 
when almost every hand 
in the room shot up, Smith 

was taken aback.
“Barbara, I think we 

have some work to do,” he 
told the assemblywoman.

When it came time to 
voice their concerns, sev-
eral students expressed 
dissatisfaction with their 
school environment.

At that point, Smith 
left his seat along the side 
of the classroom, took his 
suit jacket off, sat among 
the students and asked 
if they were mayor, what 
would they change about 
their school?

Xiara Clarke said 
she would provide more 
books and calculators so 
that students did not have 
to share. Another student 
said she would like to see 
the school’s air conditioner 
fixed.

Another young girl, 
who said she was sent to the 
meeting from a neighbor-
ing school, said she would 
like to see the suspension 
system reformed. The stu-

dent, who asked that her 
name not be used, claimed 
she had received excessive 
suspensions when she was 
acting in self-defense.

Liz Sullivan, with the 
Dignity in Schools Cam-
paign-New York, agreed 
that the citywide suspen-
sion system needs to be 
changed.

“There is a lot of re-
search, like from the Amer-
ican Psychological Asso-
ciation, that has shown 
that suspensions just don’t 
work,” she said. “They 
don’t deter future miscon-
duct, they don’t reduce con-
flicts and they don’t make 
schools safer.”

The group is petition-
ing the city Department 
of Education to reduce the 
number of behavior infrac-
tions in its discipline code 
that result in suspension 
and instead adopt alterna-
tive practices such as posi-
tive intervention and reso-
lution mediation.

Brothers Todd (l.) and Lancer Feurtado, of the King of Kings 
Foundation, speak to students about the dangers of street life. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Hidden treasure crumbles 
under the weight of time 
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
It might seem impos-

sible during this hurried 
modern era, but there was 
a time when a Victorian tea 
party was quite the norm 
in Forest Hills.

Just beyond a large 
ornate gate and overgrown 
greenery at 1 Station 
Square there sits a century-
old tea garden behind the 
Forest Hills Inn. With the 
cracked ground now giving 
away its age, the tea garden 
once bustled with weddings 
and plays — with violins 
and cellos filling the atmo-
sphere.

A victim of neglect, the 
abandoned garden is now 
in a static state waiting for 
a rebirth.

Rego-Forest Preserva-
tion Council Chairman Mi-
chael Perlman said the Tea 
Garden, situated on Green-

way South, started going 
downhill when the Forest 
Hills Inn became apart-
ments in the late 1960s.

“It’s very sad to see an 
artfully configured prop-
erty go neglected for all 
these years,” he said. “I’ve 
passed through the iron 
gate, gazed inside, and de-
spite the weeds and broken 
stones, I can visualize its 
potential.”

Perlman envisions 
an aesthetic restoration at 
minimum, with wedding 
ceremonies recalling those 
of yesteryear revisiting the 
space, but Perlman believes 
this to be  a farfetched idea, 
given the residential nature 
of the neighborhood.

The Tea Garden bor-
ders the Forest Hills Inn 
and 20 Continental Ave., 
and the lease on the space 
is held by Jade Eatery & 
Lounge, a Thai restaurant. 
Jade manager Raymond 

Taylor said the restaurant 
would like to see a restora-
tion of the Tea Garden with 
the help of outside funding.

If the space is revived, 
Taylor said he would hold 
community events and al-
low the co-ops to use the 
space as a common area.

“Jade has met with 
some resistance from resi-
dents,” he said, adding that 
the restaurant will con-
sider the sentiments of the 
residents in any plans. “We 
want to be a good neigh-
bor.”

Forest Hills is home 
to a number of historical 
buildings currently en-
trenched in landmark lim-
bo. The Forest Hills Tennis 
Stadium, once the site of 
the US Open and concerts 
featuring the likes of The 
Beatles and Jimi Hendrix, 
now crumbles behind a 
fence.

Smith listens to teens’ fears about youth violence
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BY JOE ANUTA

Residents at Bowne 
Tree in downtown Flush-
ing once enjoyed a grassy 
courtyard in the middle 
of their horseshoe-shaped 
complex until 2000, when a 
notorious landlord shocked 
residents by tearing up the 
greenspace inside and put-
ting another apartment 
building in its place.

The owner of the com-
plex at the time, Sam Suzu-
ki, eventually constructed 
a five-story building that 
sat vacant for more than a 
decade surrounded by the 
larger apartment structure, 
but new permits were filed 
with the city Department of 
Buildings last month.

 According to the new 
owner of the building in 
the middle, the apartments 
may soon be occupied.

Suzuki’s company sold 
the horseshoe apartments 
to another company called 
JJS Enterprises in 2008 and 
sold the courtyard building 

to a company called 143-19 
LLC in 2009.

Ji Juan Lin, who is 
listed as the owner of 143-19 
LLC, said in a phone inter-
view that his company is 
currently making renova-
tions and hopes to rent out 
the apartments in the inte-
rior soon.

Plans for the complex 
were first approved by 
DOB in 2000, when man-

agement of the apartments 
surrounding the courtyard 
sent a letter to tenants in-
forming them of the im-
pending construction.

“Please be advised 
that management wishes 
to inform you BowneTree 
LLC intends to improve 
the courtyard which is fac-
ing 38th Avenue,” the letter 
said.

Tenants were not hap-

py about the alleged “im-
provement,” according to 
Florence Fisher, who runs 
a civic group dedicated to 
helping Flushing residents 
with housing complaints.

“It was nuts. There 
were several issues,” said 
Fisher, director of the 
Queens Community Civic 
Organization, who took 
many complaints from the 
people living in the apart-

ments around the court-
yard.

Many of the ten-
ants who agreed to leases 
thought the courtyard was 
a basic service that they had 
signed on for when renting 
the apartment. Others were 
furious their once-leafy 
view of the tall trees which 
stood in the green space 
would be replaced with the 
back of a brick building.

In a message sent to 
Community Board 7 around 
the time of construction, a 
man named Jon Sepe said 
Suzuki was “ripping his-
tory out of Flushing.”

Suzuki, widely known 
as a slumlord, has made 
The Village Voice’s Top 10 
Worst Landlord list and ne-
glected a Bronx apartment 
complex to such an extent 
that a judge had him jailed 
in 2010.

Many in the communi-
ty were unsure if Suzuki’s 
courtyard building was 
even legal, and CB 7 sent 
several letters to DOB and 

to the FDNY wondering if 
the city’s Bravest could re-
spond to a fire in the com-
plex.

DOB approved the 
plans because the court-
yard is a separate property 
and zoned for apartment 
buildings. But it appears 
Suzuki never got a certifi-
cate of occupancy, which 
is required to use a build-
ing for either residential 
or commercial purposes 
and is the reason the empty 
building has sat with ply-
wood over the front doors 
for the last 12 years.

Fisher said the com-
plex is a symbol of develop-
ment in Flushing, where no 
open space is sacred.

“Any little space, any 
little plot of land is being 
built on,” she said. “It is so 
congested down there. It’s 
terrible.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Notorious apartments may fi nally see tenants

New owners of the Sam Suzuki building that was built in the courtyard of Bowne Trees are applying to 
the city in order to try to fill the empty building. Photo by Joe Anuta

Brinckerhoff cemetery lessons buried in Staten I.
BY JOE ANUTA

The thought of develop-
ers digging a foundation on 
the site of the Brinckerhoff 
Cemetery in Fresh Mead-
ows is something most 
speakers at last week’s pub-
lic hearing found horrify-
ing, but it has happened in 
New York City before.

The city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
held its public hearing in 
Manhattan May 15 as part 
of the process of deciding 
whether to landmark the 
Brinckerhoff Cemetery 
in Fresh Meadows, which 
would prevent development 
on the overgrown plot of 
land near 72nd Avenue and 
182nd Street.

For about an hour and 
a half, elected officials and 
their representatives spoke 
about the historical value 
of the family cemetery that 
was first used in the 18th 
century but subsequently 
ended up in the hands of 

the current owners, who 
now want to build.

A 1919 survey found 
that 77 headstones stood on 
the property, but Lynn Rog-
ers, of the Friends of Aban-
doned Cemeteries in Staten 
Island told the commission 
she believes up to 500 bod-
ies could be buried in the 
plot, since the practice of 
placing one body under a 
headstone was not always 
standard and many more 
unmarked graves could ex-
ist.

In a subsequent inter-
view with TimesLedger 
Newspapers, Rogers dis-
cussed an abandoned cem-
etery in Staten Island that 
she said was sold as a tax 
lien by the city and even-
tually turned into a strip 
mall, which could serve as a 
cautionary tale for the pres-
ervationists hoping Brinck-
erhoff will be spared.

The Brinckerhoff fam-
ily was one of the first clans 
to settle Queens, but their 

plot was sold to the DeDo-
menico family in the 1950s. 
The commission put it on 
their calendar of places to 
consider for landmarking 
in 2000, which prevented it 
from development.

It is not clear when the 
commission will vote on 
the cemetery, but its recom-
mendation will be passed 
on to the City Planning 
Commission and eventual-
ly the City Council, which 

can either agree or reverse 
the commission’s decision.

 “We had a situation like 
this on Staten Island, and it 
was obliterated for the very 
reason that Brinckerhoff is 
going to be obliterated,” she 
warned.

In 1917, maps of Staten 
Island recorded a cemetery 
for African slaves located 
in the Port Richmond 
neighborhood of the bor-
ough, according to both a 

1993 report by the Staten Is-
land Advance and Rogers, 
who said the cemetery was 
called the Second Asbury 
African Methodist Episco-
pal Church and Cemetery.

A house of worship 
was erected, and 10 years 
later the land was desig-
nated a church cemetery. It 
remained so until a tax lien 
was placed on the property 
in the 1950s and when the 
church could not pay the 
lien, it was sold to a private 
entity, according to Rogers.

The land eventually 
ended up in the hands of 
developers, who paved over 
the graveyard and erected 
a strip mall and bank, she 
said.

The  Staten Island prop-
erty is currently owned by 
Sam Angiuli, according to 
city records.

But Rogers said the 
contractor dug up the site 
and there was no way of 
knowing how many human 
remains were found — a 

fate she does not want to see 
repeated at Brinckerhoff.

“I think for the con-
tractor to go in and oblit-
erate the cemetery and 
dispose of the remains in a 
New Jersey landfill is un-
conscionable, personally,” 
she said.

The owner of the 
Brinckerhoff lot did not 
speak at the hearing, but a 
man named Fang Zou, who 
said he spoke on the own-
ers’ behalf, made their in-
tentions clear.

“I believe we deserve 
the right as a property own-
er to develop on the site,” he 
said, citing the fact that the 
owners are paying taxes on 
the lot.

But Zou also said the 
bodies have likely disinte-
grated since they were not 
kept in caskets, an assump-
tion that a direct descen-
dent of the Brinckerhoff 
family addressed earlier in 
the hearing.

Preservationists and civic groups have been advocating for the 
city to landmark the Brinckerhoff Cemetery in Fresh Meadows, 
which otherwise may face development. Photo by Steve Mosco
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Rosedale resident John Harris (r.) speaks about the difficulty he has had paying back his student 
loans as Rep. Gregory Meeks looks on. Photo by Rich Bockmann

BY RICH BOCKMANN

With student loan debt 
at an all-time high and the 
cost of certain federal stu-
dent loans set to get even 
more expensive, U.S. Rep. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca) announced efforts to 
make an affordable educa-
tion available to southeast 
Queens students.

In May, outstanding 
student loans surpassed 
the nation’s credit card 
debt when the total hit $1 
trillion, and according to 
the Institute for College 
Access & Success, the av-
erage New Yorker from 
the class of 2010 graduated 
with about $26,000 in debt. 
Interest rates on federal 
Stafford  loans, for students 
with financial needs, are 
scheduled to increase from 
3.4 percent to 6.8 percent if 
Congress does not act to ex-
tend the reduced rate when 
it expires July 1.

“If we don’t do any-
thing, Stafford loans — 
school loans — will go up, 

will double, putting a bur-
den on these students that 
is unbelievable,” Meeks 
said alongside education 
advocates at his Jamaica 
office Monday.

In addition to discuss-
ing his support for the ef-
fort to maintain student 
loan interest rates, the 
congressman also said he 
had scheduled a town hall 
meeting, “A Call to Ac-
tion: Know the Options on 
Student Loan Debt,” next 
month at York College to 
hear from students and put 
them in contact with educa-
tion finance experts.

Jennifer Ching, direc-
tor of Queens Legal Servic-
es, said the nonprofit sees 
about 10,000 people every 
year with some type of debt 
problem and compared the 
increase in student loan 
debt to the consumer credit 
and foreclosure crises that 
hurt southeast Queens.

“Student loan debt is, 
just as with all other forms 
of debt in this country, dis-
proportionately distributed 

against low-income and 
communities of color and 
targets of predatory lend-
ing,” she said, pointing out 
that for-profit educational 
institutions and unsavory 
lenders target students in 
much the same way that 

southeast Queens home-
owners were targeted with 
subprime mortgages.

A graduate of Harvard 
University and New York 
University’s law school, 
Ching said it took her two 
decades to pay back nearly 

$290,000 in debt, and at 
times she had to pay out 
close to $4,000 a month.

“These past 20 years 
have been what I call, and 
my family affectionately 
calls, the Ramen [noodle] 
years,” she joked, adding 

that allowing interest rates 
to double, on top of other in-
creases to the cost of living 
and a depressed job market, 
make post-graduate life a 
struggle.

“You simply cannot 
live,” she said. “It’s about 
leveling the playing field 
for our clients and our com-
munities.

Meeks said lawmakers 
are butting heads over how 
to fund the lower interest 
rates. Republicans, he said, 
are insistent on cuts to 
women’s health care, which 
he called a “non-starter.” 
Meeks suggested as an al-
ternative finding savings 
in other programs or rais-
ing revenues.

His town hall meeting 
is scheduled for June 13 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Faculty 
Dining Room at York Col-
lege, at 94-20 Guy R. Brewer 
Blvd.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Alfredo Centola (l.-r.), Debra Markell and Kim Cody chat with state Sen. Tony Avella at a town hall 
meeting attended by a slew of city agencies. Photo by Joe Anuta

BY JOE ANUTA

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) held a town 
hall meeting last Thursday 
where city representatives 
were asked questions by 
northeast Queens residents 
and civic associations, al-
though one neighborhood 
group that was not invited 
called for a boycott of the 
event.

The hall was held at 
PS 193, at 152-20 11th Ave., 
and many of the residents 
put Hilary Gietz from the 
city Department of Trans-
portation on the hot seat 
over requests for stop signs 
and speed bumps at vari-
ous locations throughout 
Whitestone, College Point 
and Flushing — but most 
notably several residents 
asked for stop signs along 
3rd Avenue near the newly 
reconstructed playground 
at Francis Lewis Park.

“Something has got to 

be done,” said Alfredo Cen-
tola, of the Malba Gardens 
Civic Association.

But Gietz replied that 
the bumps were once ap-
proved but never slated for 
installation due to commu-
nity backlash.

Centola co-hosted the 

meeting along with Kim 
Cody from the Greater 
Whitestone Taxpayers Civ-
ic Association and Debbie 
Markell, of the Waterside 
Estates Cresthaven Home 
Owners Association.

But no one from an-
other area civic, the Wel-

come to Whitestone Civic 
Association, was invited to 
the event, which prompted 
a letter from its President 
Devon O’Connor.

O’Connor sent the 
open letter out to members 
of the community, indicat-
ing he was “shocked” to 

learn his group was not on 
the invite list. He called the 
group’s exclusion a “silly 
political jab” before calling 
on his membership to skip 
the meeting.

“Now, we all need to 
band together as a united 
community to tell Sen. 
Avella he was not elected to 
persecute his community,” 
O’Connor said in the letter. 
“Let’s send a clear message 
to Sen. Avella: It’s time to 
put an end to this bully-
ing!”

When asked at the 
town hall why O’Connor’s 
group was not invited, 
Avella declined to answer.

A day later, his office 
sent a statement about the 
meeting and the groups in 
the area, offering another 
slight to the civic.

“Sen. Avella held a 
productive town hall dis-
cussion last night and was 
thrilled that respected local 
community groups co-host-

ed the event,” spokesman 
Xavier San Miguel said. 
“Groups like the Greater 
Whitestone Taxpayers As-
sociation, the Malba Gar-
dens Civic Association 
or the Waterside Estates 
Cresthaven Home Owners 
Association contribute to 
our democracy in a mean-
ingful way and continue 
to provide real results for 
Queens County.”

Avella and the panel 
of representatives from nu-
merous city agencies field-
ed questions for two hours 
from the crowd of about 50 
people.

John Zullo, of De Phil-
lips Athletic Club, said the 
city Parks Department has 
locked the bathrooms at 
College Point Fields hours 
before the Little League 
games actually end. Parks 
pledged to make sure the 
bathrooms are locked later.

Meeks tackles loan debt for SE Queens students

Whitestone civic president boycotts Avella’s town hall
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Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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M cal facility that hundreds 

of thousands of people rely 
upon.

Ackerman wrote a let-
ter to the Postal Service’s 
triboro district manager, 
Frank Calabrese, in De-
cember, urging the agency 
not to eliminate mail oper-
ations at the College Point 
facility, at 140-02 20th Ave. 
Besides the loss of jobs, the 
congressman said closing 
the facility and moving op-
erations to Brooklyn would 
have dramatically slowed 
the delivery process for 
Queens residents.

“Businesses and or-
ganizations that send bulk 
mail would be particularly 
impacted as collection 
times would be earlier, 
while drop off times would 
be later,” Ackerman said 
in the letter. “Mail would 

also likely be sorted more 
slowly and large mailings 
would no longer have a reli-
able drop-off location in the 
same geographic area they 
are being sent.”

The Postal Service had 
initially decided to close the 
processing facility in Feb-
ruary after a five-month 
study into consolidating 
processing centers around 
the country.

Out of 264 facilities 
studied, the USPS deter-
mined 223 of them could 
be consolidated as part of a 
plan to help the ailing mail 
carrier save $20 billion by 
2015.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Flushing)  said 
the College Point facility is 
ranked No. 2 in productivi-
ty in the Northeast and it is 
the only one in the area ca-
pable of handling Queens’ 
mail volume.

“If the USPS runs into 
financial troubles in the fu-
ture, before closing needed 
facilities they should con-
sider revenue-generating 
ideas,” said Stavisky. “I 
have proposed ads on mail 
boxes, a photocopy service 
in post offices, custom 
wrapping, notary public 
services and even zoned 
pricing based on distance. 
Any of these would raise 
funds that could be used to 
keep facilities open.”

The postal service 
could not be reached for 
comment.

 “I thank Postal offi-
cials for finally coming to 
their senses and for realiz-
ing how adversely impact-
ed Queens would have been 
if this facility was closed.” 
Ackerman said.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1

Mail facility
The cousin of a young 

man murdered in South 
Jamaica Houses was also 
swept up and charged with 
weapons possession, the 
DA said.

Kelly said Corley 
got his start in southeast 
Queens as a member of 
the notorious “Supreme 
Team,” which operated 
during the crack epidemic 
of the 1980s.

Corley, who lives in 
Rochdale Village, alleg-
edly led one drug gang that 
served customers in the 
South Jamaica Houses, the 
Baisley Houses, Rochdale 
Village and other neighbor-
hoods in southeast Queens, 
the police commissioner 
said.

He was charged with 
criminal sale of a controlled 
substance, and police alleg-
edly recovered cocaine, 10 
vials of a common cocaine 
additive, 45 forged $5 bills 
and various drug parapher-
nalia during a search of his 
residence, authorities said.

Ten people, who au-
thorities contended were 
members and associates of 
Corley’s crew, were among 
those arrested, investiga-
tors said.

Detective David Leon-
ardi, from the NYPD’s 
Queens Gang Squad, de-
scribed a coded language — 
“the supreme alphabet” — 
allegedly used by Corley’s 
group to quantify drugs 

and guns.
Police and prosecutors 

said members of a second 
drug gang called the South 
Side Bloods, which sold to 
customers in Baisley Gar-
dens and other neighbor-
hoods in southeast Queens, 
were also targeted in the 
Operation South Side in-
vestigation.

Authorities said 
33-year-old Allen Mitchell, 
of South Jamaica, who was 
allegedly the drug supplier 
for the South Side Bloods, 
was arrested in January 
and charged with criminal 
sale of a controlled sub-
stance.

According to the 
Queens DA’s office, Mitch-
ell, whose nickname is 
“Fat Boy,” pleaded guilty 
to criminal sale of a control 
substance in February and 
was sentenced to between 
1 1/2 and three years in 
prison.

Investigators said four 
other men arrested, includ-
ing one who allegedly was 
found in possession of two 
loaded guns, are also be-
lieved to be members of the 
South Side Bloods.

Operation South Side 
netted 1.5 kilos of cocaine, 
more than 50 decks of 
heroin, marijuana, about 
$70,000 and four handguns, 
and the two drug gangs 
grossed more than $15,000 
per week, police and pros-
ecutors said.

Several drug presses, 
which remove water or liq-
uid from cocaine to make 
the bricks, were also re-
covered during the inves-

tigation, Kelly said. In ad-
dition, a cousin of murder 
victim Darryl Adams was 
arrested during the inves-
tigation and charged with 
an unrelated weapons pos-
session charge after police 
said he was found with a 
Tech 9 submachine gun.

Authorities believe 
Donald Merritt, a cousin of 
Adams, who was shot and 
killed in the South Jamai-
ca Houses in March, had 
planned to use the gun to 
get revenge for 18-year-old 
Adams’ death.

After Merritt was 
pulled over for allegedly 
failing to stop at a stop sign, 
police contend they found 
the large gun in the engine 
of the Nissan Altima he had 
been driving, according 
to the criminal complaint 
filed by the Queens district 
attorney’s office.

During the news con-
ference, Kelly also pointed 
to the Supreme Team as 
responsible for the 1988 
fatal shooting of NYPD Of-
ficer Edward Byrne, who 
was killed while sitting in 
his patrol car in South Ja-
maica.

“While Corley was not 
charged in the murder of 
Police Officer Byrne, gen-
erations of police officers 
will take no small satisfac-
tion that an associate of his 
killer has been brought to 
justice,” Kelly said.

Police believe that with 
the arrest of Corley, the Su-
preme Team gang has been 
dismantled.

“We think this is the 
end of them,” Ryan said.

Continued from Page 1

Drugs 

Gypsy Rose Cabaret, has 
advertised an opening date 
of Thursday, May 31. The 
club, at 42-50 21st St., has 
been engaged in a dispute 
with Community Board 2 
and other members of the 
neighborhood since 2011, 
which led CB 2 members 
and elected officials to urge 
the State Liquor Author-
ity to deny the business a 
license to sell alcohol mul-
tiple times.

The club earned the 
rancor of the community 
when a previous owner, 
Gus Drakopoulos, threat-
ened to lower the minimum 
age of the performers from 
21 to 18 and then have the 
dancers perform fully nude 
instead of topless if the club 
did not get a liquor license. 

The SLA denied the 
club’s request for a license 
in January. Despite the de-
nial, Show Palace is plan-
ning to open without the 
license as a nightclub and 
restaurant, according to 
its website. The site also 

advertises music with disc 
jockeys, an appearance 
by porn star Kagney Linn 
Karter and $10 steak, eggs 
and mimosas, presumably 
virgin. Hours of operation 
are listed as 7 p.m. to 4 a.m. 
Thursday, Friday and Sun-
day.

The club’s website does 
not say the venue will have 
nude dancers, although the 
strip club listing website 
tusci.net describes it as a 
nude establishment.

Calls to the club and 
Terry Flynn, the lawyer 
who represented Show Pal-
ace in its bid for a liquor li-
cense, were not returned.

CB 2 Chairman Joseph 
Conley said the community 
would be keeping a close 
eye on the club and check-
ing with multiple agencies 
to make sure Show Palace 
has its required permits.

“The community is go-
ing to be vigilant and we’re 
going to make sure that all 
the laws are upheld,” he 
said.

Conley said he had 
heard women were pass-

ing out risqué cards ad-
vertising Show Palace at 
neighboring businesses, 
although he had not seen 
these cards for himself.

The chairman said the 
community considered the 
business an unfair burden, 
since the area already has 
several adult nightclubs. He 
also said since the city had 
invested so much money 
into the Queens Plaza area, 
which was once notorious 
for prostitution, Show Pal-
ace’s opening seemed like 
a retreat.

“It seems like we’re 
taking a step back 30 years 
in time,” he said.

Conley also said since 
the nightclub would be near 
hotels, office buildings, the 
Queensbridge public hous-
ing development and Silver-
cup Studios, where many 
nationally known movies 
and TV shows are filmed, 
the adult establishment 
would be out of character 
with the neighborhood.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 1

Strip club

Senior Assistant District Attorney Julie Trivedi, (l.-r.) Police Commissioner Ray Kelly, Detective David 
Leonardi and Queens DA Richard Brown stand behind a table, where items including guns and drugs 
recovered during Operation South Side were displayed. Photo by Christina Santucci
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