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BY JOE ANUTA

Queens played a crucial 
role in giving the entire country 
its annual health checkup this 
month.

Part of the most thorough and 
comprehensive health survey in 
the country took place inside four 
large trailers parked at Queens 
Hospital Center, at 82-68 164th St., 
where residents had nearly every 
aspect of their bodies and diets 
recorded and put into a database 
that is used to track the rise and 
fall of diseases and the overall 
eating habits of Americans.

It is called the National 
Health and Nutrition Examina-
tion Survey, and it is funded by 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

“NHANES serves as the na-
tion’s ‘health check-up,’” said 
Thomas Frieden, the centers’ di-
rector. “The survey is a unique 
resource for health information, 
and without it we would lack im-
portant knowledge about major 
health conditions.”

About 5,000 participants in 

Continued on Page 20

City greenlights 
spa application
in College Point

BY JOE ANUTA

The city Board of Standards 
and Appeals has approved plans 
for another spa in College Point, 
bucking opposition from both 
Community Board 7 and Borough 
President Helen Marshall as it 
granted the wishes of the develop-
ers.

The board issued its decision 
May 15, which gives the green 
light for owner Kwang Nam Park 
to build his two-story spa with 
rooftop pool in place of the ware-
houses and office space he owns 
in the College Point Corporate 
Park.

“We are very pleased with 
the ruling,” said Park’s son and 
business partner Irwin. “The 
first step of the process was to get 
this approved, and we are glad 
that we got it.”

Now that the city has given 
the project the thumbs up, Irwin 
Park said they will start plan-
ning on how and when to begin 
construction, although he did not 
have an estimate on when they 
would break ground yet.

Continued on Page 20

BY RICH BOCKMANN

This year’s York College valedictorian 
took the long road to graduating with his chem-
istry degree and after overcoming many chal-
lenges, he is still looking for more.

Tony Wan, 25, served two tours of duty 
in Iraq as a member of the U.S. Marine Corps, 

Continued on Page 20

York valedictorian 
served two Iraq tours

BY REBECCA HENELY

An Astoria man who 
had been convicted of sell-
ing counterfeit sneakers 
and who may have ties to 
Hezbollah is now in custo-
dy on forgery charges, the 
Manhattan district attor-
ney’s office said.

Ali Elrida, 29, was ar-
rested after a 6th Precinct 
officer allegedly found a 
forged vehicle  registration 
document May 16 at 9 a.m. 
in Elrida’s vehicle, which 
was parked at the inter-
section of Christopher and 
Hudson Street in the West 
Village, the DA said. The 

officer knew the document 
was forged because the reg-
istration’s issue and expi-
ration dates were allegedly 
written over with a black 
marker, the DA said.

A further investiga-
tion of the vehicle allegedly 
revealed a fake Jersey City 

Ali Elrida, who was charged with forgery and 
may have ties to Hezbollah, was convicted 
of selling counterfeit sneakers that police 
found in a Sunnyside Storage Deluxe. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely Continued on Page 20

Astorian arrested on forgery

CDC runs tests on Queens’ health
Agency taps borough diversity as way to gauge eatings habits of country

SALUTE TO SERVICE

World War II veteran Frank Milano gives a salute as he rides in the College Point Memorial Day Parade. See cover-
age on Pages 8, 12 and 14. Photo by Christina Santucci
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com



3
 Q

UEENS W
EEKLY, J

UNE 3, 2012    •  TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Advocates for a Ja-
maica senior center that 
provides unique services 
for adults with special 
needs throughout south-
east Queens are decrying 
the city’s plan to cut its 
funding, reasoning that the 
small amount of savings 
does not add up.

The city Department 
of Health informed the Ja-
maica Service Program for 
Older Adults that it would 
be eliminating its $400,000 
in funding.

JSPOA Executive Di-
rector Beverly   Collier said 
last week at a rally to re-
store the program’s fund-
ing, “$400,000 is a lot of 
money to us, but in terms of 
the city budget, it is a drop 
in the bucket.”

JSPOA operates three 
senior centers in southeast 
Queens, but the Friendship 
Center, at 23-33 170th St., is 
the only one that serves a 
population of mentally and 
physically disabled older 
adults with conditions such 
as Alzheimer’s, dementia 
and schizophrenia.

“Friendship is the only 
geriatric psycho-social club 
in southeast Queens,” Col-
lier said. “The others that 
are available have wait-
ing lists, they’re not in our 
area and if family members 
have to pay out of pocket, it 
can be quite costly.”

Collier spoke to a 
crowd of dozens of seniors 
who held up signs implor-
ing the city to restore the 
center’s funding. She said a 
number had been bused in 
from a neighboring senior 
center, which is concerned 
it will not be able to prop-
erly care for Friendship’s 
clients should the center 
close.

Caregiver Minnie Bar-
riteau, 70, said she had to 
retire in order to take care 
of her husband of 35 years, 
86-year-old Joe Barriteau, 
when he was stricken with 
multiple illnesses several 
years ago.

“Previously, he would 

have been up here speak-
ing,” she said. He was very 
socially active — a union 
activist, politically active 
— and he would have been 
up here speaking on behalf 
of the community, but be-
cause he can’t, I am here in 
his place.”

Barriteau said the cen-
ter helps stimulate her hus-
band’s mind, and its effects 
are clearly apparent.

“Every day my hus-
band comes through the 
door, telling me a joke he 
remembers from the pro-
gram, somebody he bumped 
into,” she said.

JSPOA President Wil-
liam Collins Jr. said the cut 
is yet another blow to se-

niors in the name of fiscal 
efficiency.

In recent years, he 
said, there have been reduc-
tions to services provided 
by meals on wheels, other 
centers have been closed 
outright and Friendship’s 
case management program 
has been outsourced.

“By the way, Catholic 
Charities recently asked 
for more money to do case 
management. So much for 
the efficiency of outsourc-
ing and centralization,” he 
said.

State Assemblyman 
Bill Scarborough (D-St. Al-
bans) questioned the value 
of the budget cut.

“You know, govern-

ment can do many things 
that are penny-wise and 
pound foolish, and so they 
will take away this $400,000 
and think they’re saving 
money, but there will be 
people who use this center 
who will then have to go 
into a nursing home, or an 
institution or ... [stay] home 
because these services will 
be taken away.”

Collier said the Queens 
delegation, led by City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), has pledged 
to restore some of the cen-
ter’s funding, but that 
would still leave it short 
more than $200,000.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
May is National Pres-

ervation Month, but not 
everybody is in the mood to 
celebrate.

Homeowner Leroy 
Weekes lives on a bucolic 
block in the historic Ad-
disleigh Park section of 
St. Albans that used to be 
home to Brooklyn Dodger 
all-star catcher Roy Cam-
panella and civil-rights 
activist Percy Ellis Sutton, 
former Manhattan borough 
president, political leader 
and businessman .

Weekes  got a good 
deal last year when he 
purchased the Colonial 
Revival-style house built in 
1922 in a neighborhood he 
admired for its picturesque 
qualities.

“I tend to like the 
neighborhood a lot,” he 
said. “It’s like a suburban 
setting in the city.”

What he did not like, 
though, was the water-
damaged, unbecoming fi-
berglass door and the win-
dows on either side of it, so 
he decided it was time to 
replace them. He happily 
shelled out $2,300 for a pair 
of handsome doors made of 
solid Brazilian mahogany 
with oval windows.

“I wanted something 
to last, not a cheap door,” he 
explained.

Installing the doors re-
quired a hearing with the 
city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission, however, 
which told the homeowner 

last week that in order to 
match the historic char-
acteristic of the neighbor-
hood, the board would pre-
fer he installed doors with 
rectangular panels.

Addisleigh Park was 
developed during the pre-
World War II building 
boom in the earlier part of 
the 20th century, and when 
the LPC landmarked the 
neighborhood last year, 
the commission cited it as 
a “distinctive enclave with 
a remarkable sense of place 
due to its period revival-
style houses that are set 
back from the street on 
spacious well-landscaped 
lawns and its remarkable 
history that illuminates 
African Americans’ strug-
gle for and achievement of 
the basic civil right of home 
ownership.”

One of those in favor 
of the neighborhood’s his-
toric designation was City 
Councilman Leroy Comrie 
(D-St. Albans), chairman 
of the Council’s Land Use 
Committee, who recently 
sponsored two bills that 
would alter the way LPC 
works.

The first bill would 
require Landmarks to 
consider the impact a des-
ignation would have on a 
community, including its 
economic consequences, 
health and safety. The sec-
ond would allow owners of 
landmarked properties to 
use materials available at 
the time of designation to 
maintain their properties.

Seniors hold up signs supporting the Friendship Center, which is facing a devastating budget cut. 
Photo by Rich Bockmann

Friends rally for senior center
Jamaica facility serving special-needs population faces budget cut

City shuts door plan 
for St. Albans man

One of the double doors with an oval panel Leroy Weekes would 
like to install rests against his Addisleigh Park house. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Forest Park Carousel reopens after three-year hiatus
Offi cials, area residents celebrate after city fi nds new operator for ride that is more than 100 years old

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Adults relived their child-

hoods while youngsters shouted 
in delight as the Forest Park Car-
ousel whirled for the first time in 
more than three years last week.

Queens Parks Commissioner 
Dorothy Lewandowski welcomed 
elected officials, civic leaders and 
students from nearby St. John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran School for 
an inaugural spin on the historic 
carousel last Thursday.

“The carousel is officially 
back in business and we encour-
age everyone to spread the world,” 
said Lewandowski.

Earlier this month, the 
Woodhaven Residents Block As-
sociation announced after an ag-
gressive letter-writing campaign 
that Parks had selected a new 
operator for the famed attraction, 
which had been shuttered in the 
park’s west side since 2008. 

Ed Wendell, president of the 
WRBA, said fighting to reopen 
the ride was an emotional experi-

ence for him — and even though 
he was confident in his group’s 
efforts, he recalled days when he 
felt it might never ride again.

“It’s a great feeling to see the 

carousel running again because 
there were times when I felt in 
my heart that we might actually 
lose it,” he said. “To see the kids 
and to hear the music, it’s really 

amazing. It’s an important part of 
our identity and a shared experi-
ence of many in Woodhaven. It’s a 
source of pride.”

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) and City Coun-
cilman Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park), both of whom took a spin 
on the carousel, were on hand to 
welcome the carousel’s return to 
operation.

“This is a wonderful day 
for the carousel, but also for the 
entire Woodhaven community,” 
said Ulrich. “I’m so glad to see the 
carousel restored to its original 
glory and brought back to life for 
everyone to enjoy.”

Addabbo said he often tells 
his daughters Alexis and Arian-
na about the old days of riding the 
carousel.

“I’m so pleased we can stop 
talking about it and actually ride 
it,” he said. “This wouldn’t have 
been possible without the voices 
of the community speaking out.”

The voices heard at the car-
ousel on this day were those of 

children from St. John’s Evangel-
ical Lutheran School on Myrtle 
Avenue, who rushed the carousel 
when the gates opened and excit-
edly mounted a menagerie of ex-
pertly carved animals.

“I’m definitely coming back 
again,” said Ethan Bertolini, who 
rode a horse with his friend Lael 
Morielle.

The new operator of the ride, 
New York Carousel Entertain-
ment, also operates the Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park Carousel.

Forest Park’s historic car-
ousel dates back more than 100 
years, when its colorful steeds 
were hand-carved by artist Dan-
iel Carl Muller. Originally situat-
ed in Dracut, Mass., the carousel 
was moved to Forest Park in 1972. 
The carousel in Flushing Mead-
ows was originally designed for 
the 1964 World’s Fair and was cre-
ated by Marcus Charles Illions.

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Heather Bonilla, a second-grade student from St. John’s Lutheran School, takes 
a ride on the carousel.  Photo by Christina Santucci
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The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771

Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Pet Care with 

Love to Spare.

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s first 

veterinary visit

Expires: June 30, 2012

Grand Opening

Special

James Hines stands in front of his home, an RV parked on the 
streets of Queens. Photo by Joe Anuta

BY JOE ANUTA

James Hines always 
wanted to have a motor 
home of his own, but in-
stead of going on camping 
trips in the woods, he has 
used it to live on the streets 
of Queens rent-free for the 
last eight years.

“I’ve got everything 
an apartment has except 
space,” he said. “It’s a full 
home on wheels.”

Hines, who asked that 
his exact location not be re-
vealed, has lived in the bor-
ough most of his life.

For 20 years he rented 
an apartment in Pomonok 
Houses while he worked 
as a vending machine me-
chanic. In 2004, he paid 
$7,000 for his RV, fulfilling 
a longtime dream.

“I planned on this a 
long time ago. I used to go 
camping every week,” he 
said.

On those trips, Hines 
would see other campers 
pull up in their motor-
homes, and he wanted in 
the club as well.

“I said, ‘One day I am 
going to get one of those,’” 
Hines said.

But things did not turn 
out exactly how he envi-
sioned.

The purchase of the 
recreational vehicle was 
more of an emergency than 
the result of a carefully or-
chestrated plan.

That year he lost his 
job and could not afford to 
pay rent, Hines said.

He was faced with liv-
ing on the streets, bouncing 
in and out of homeless shel-
ters, or tweaking his RV 
dreams to accommodate an 
inconvenient reality.

He opted for the latter 
and scraped together his 
savings to purchase the 
mighty machine, which 
has lasted for nearly a de-
cade and taught Hines a 
thing or two about what he 
can do without. Hines has 
two beds, a stove, a micro-
wave and a refrigerator in 
his home.

During the winter, he 
has to turn off the heat at 
night to avoid any potential 
fire hazards, which means 
any standing water freezes 
and he awakes in some-
thing that more closely re-
sembles a meat locker each 
morning.

For the most part, 
Hines lives a solitary ex-
istence, although he has a 
sister who lives in Ozone 
Park.

But he has learned to 
adapt.

To make enough mon-
ey to pay for the gas and 
propane that power the 
recreational vehicle, Hines 
collected scrap metal for 
several years and sold it to a 
company in Willets Point.

When asked how he 
copes with the various 
hardships that come from 
living on the side of a road, 
he often answers with a ca-
sual shrug, as if the incon-
veniences are a small price 
to pay for the freedom of liv-

ing off the grid.
After all, Hines pays 

no rent, and as he has done 
several times in the past, he 
can simply hop in the driv-
er’s seat and take a trip.

A woman often walks 
her dog by the RV and 
says hello, and on holidays 
Hines visits the home of a 
longtime friend’s family.

“His family is really 
sweet,” Hines said. “They 
send me cards on my birth-
day.”

Those cards would 
need to be hand-delivered, 
however, since Hines has 
no mailing address.

To stay legal, all he 
needs to do is move the ve-
hicle once a week.

And though Hines 
expects to start a new job 
by next month, he has no 
plans to move back into an 
apartment.

His ideal setup would 
involve private land and a 
bigger RV, specifically one 
with a living room that can 
expand outward, he said, 
like a dresser drawer.

Although Hines does 
not park his RV in the for-
est like he had seen others 
do on camping trips, even 
on the streets of Queens he 
sometimes catches glimps-
es of Mother Nature.

“When we had the bliz-
zard last year, I came out 
and could see 3 feet of snow 
and no cars,” he said. “It 
was like I was in the wil-
derness.”

James Hines 
faced surviving 
on the streets, 

in homeless 
shelters or 

making his RV 
dreams a full-
time reality.

Living the Life of Riley 
on four wheels in boro
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BY JOE ANUTA

Next month a Catho-
lic organization is giving 
out a National Peacemaker 
Award to a Queens rabbi 
who might have seemed 
like an odd pick when he 
was hired from Nebraska 
to take the helm of the Free 
Synagogue of Flushing in 
2008.

On June 3, Pax Christi, 
a national Catholic organi-
zation dedicated to promot-
ing peace and nonviolence, 
will dole out its National 
Peacemaker Award  to Rab-
bi Michael Weisser, who 
was selected by the Flush-
ing synagogue from a vast-
ly different work environ-
ment in Lincoln, Neb.

 For instance, the 
population of Queens is 10 
times that of Lincoln, and 
the rabbi came to the most 
diverse area in the entire 
world from a city that is 86 
percent white, according to 
the 2010 Census. 

But with Weisser’s life-
long propensity to reach 
out to people of different 
faiths, it is actually a won-
der it took him so long to 
get here.

“All religions, in my 
view, are aspects of one re-
ligion,” Weisser said in a 
recent interview, an opin-
ion that has attracted criti-
cism as well as accolades. 
“I think it’s just common 
sense. None of us have all 
the answers.”

Weisser attracted the 
eye of Pax Christi for his 
help in planning the Inter-
faith Unity Walk in Queens, 
an annual stroll through 
the borough with stops at 
houses of worship of many 
religions. Out of that walk, 
Weisser had the idea of cre-
ating an interfaith council 
of Queens, a body that ex-
ists in other boroughs.

“I thought it would be 
nice if we could do some-
thing more than once a 
year,” he said.

The council is still in 
its planning stages, but in-
terfaith outreach is some-
thing that has always come 
naturally to Weisser.

The rabbi recalls the 
day his views on interfaith 

relations were solidified: 
He was sitting in a plan-
etarium  as a picture of the 
Milky Way appeared over-
head.

A voice filled the room, 
describing the galaxy as 
one of hundreds of billions 
of such galaxies in the 
known universe. A beam 
of light traveling at 186,000 
miles per second would 
take 120,000 years to cross 
it at its narrowest point.

“Part of these religions 
is believing in a god who 
created that,” he said. “How 
could that creator possibly 
be Jewish, Christian, Mus-
lim, Hindu, etc.? How could 
that possibly be?”

Weisser believes that 
God is so enormous that 

there are myriad ways to 
try and comprehend what 
is going on. Weisser accepts 
nearly all faiths as valid 
forms of worship, provided 
that they do not cause phys-
ical or mental harm to any-
one they disagree with.

But that does not mean 
he agrees with everything 
they do, especially in Juda-
ism.

“The ultra-Orthodox 
and I disagree on almost 
everything,” he said.

But Weisser is famed 
for his ability to accept oth-
ers.

He once converted a 
grand dragon of the Ku 
Klux Klan, who had been 
threatening his family in 
Nebraska , and was named 
person of the year by the 
Nebraska National Asso-
ciation of the Advancement 
of Colored People and Man 
of the Year by the Nebraska 
American Civil Liberties 
Union.

He held a coat drive in 
his synagogue that catered 
toward a largely Muslim 
crowd and drove scared 
Muslim women to work in 
the wake of 9/11.

He currently gives free 
space to a Chinese dance 
troupe in his synagogue 
and teaches meditation 
with roots in Hinduism.

“We do formalized 
stretches and end it by say-
ing, ‘Namaste,’” he said. 
“Does that make me less 
Jewish or more open?”

A Catholic organization is set to present Rabbi Michael Weisser 
with a peacemaker award. Photo by Joe Anuta

Boro rabbi gets Catholic nod
Free Synagogue’s Michael Weisser recognized for interfaith work

Astoria Pool is one of five 
Queens sites that missed out on 
thousands of dollars in funding 
from Partners in Preservation.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Landmarked sites in 

Queens missed out on a 
large chunk of funding af-
ter a preservation contest 
did not go the borough’s 
way, but there is still more 
money to be had.

The committee for the 
Partners in Preservation, 
a citywide contest aimed at 
disseminating $3 million of 
financial support to protect 
significant sites, will award 
two sites in Brooklyn and 
two in the Bronx after an 
online vote.

The four sites were 
chosen out of 40 historic 
places across the city.

Five Queens sites 
were in the running for the 
funds, but did not garner 
enough votes. But all hope 
is not lost as the Queens 
sites — the Louis Arm-
strong House Museum, the 
Queens County Farm Mu-
seum, the Flushing Town 
Hall building, Astoria 
Park’s Pool and the Rock-
et Thrower sculpture in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park — still have a chance 
at funding.

After giving funds to 
the winners, the contest 
committee intends to take a 
look at the remaining sites 
and announce grants from 
the remaining $2.1 million 
next month, depending on 
voting results and project 
needs.

Michael Cogswell, 

director of the Louis Arm-
strong House Museum, al-
ready knows exactly where 
those funds will go if his 
museum is lucky enough to 
receive the grant.

“There is a beautiful 
Japanese-style garden at-
tached to the house and 
there has been very little 
work done on it since Mr. 
Armstrong installed it in 
the 1970s,” said Cogswell. 
“It is showing its age and 
we would use the funds to 
restore it.”

The Louis Armstrong 
House Museum in Corona, 
a National Historic Land-
mark and a city landmark, 
sits virtually unchanged 
since Armstrong and his 
wife Lucille called it home. 
The couple purchased the 
house, at 34-56 107th St., in 
1943 and lived in it for their 
entire lives. Armstrong 
died in 1971; his wife in 
1983.

Queens sites lose out 
on preservation $$$



7
 Q

UEENS W
EEKLY, J

UNE 3, 2012    •  TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT 
FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing
New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Co

Weekly in June
Tuesdays:         Mindfulness Meditation  at 7:30 PM

Fridays:            Shabbat Evening Service  at 8 PM

Saturdays:       Informal Worship & Torah Study  at 10:30 AM

Sunday, June 3 at 3:00 PM
Pax Christi Honoring Rabbi Michael Weisser
Rabbi Michael Weisser to receive 
Peacemaker Award from Pax Christi Metro 
New York (PCMNY) as one of their 2012 
Peacemakers.  Rabbi Weisser is being 
honored for his interfaith outreach and his 
loving response to a KKK Grand Dragon that 
led to transformation and conversion.

Wednesday, June 6 at 7:30 PM 

FREE BOOK CLUB 

Discussing  “The Help” by Kathryn Stockett
Book Club.  On Wednesday, June 6 at 7:30 p.m., 
Free Synagogue of Flushing’s Sisterhood’s Book 
Club will be discussing “The Help” by Kathryn 
Stockett.  Refreshments will be served.

Monday, June 4 & 11 at 10 AM - 3 PM
THRIFT SHOP
There are only two Mondays remaining 
before our Thrift Shop closes for the season. 
Do not miss out on some great finds!

Sunday, June 24 at 10 AM - 5 PM
OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything 
else in between at the Outdoor Flea 
Market being held on Sunday, June 24, 
July 22, August 26, and September 23 
from 10:00am to 5:00pm.

BY REBECCA HENELY

State Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jack-
son Heights) and U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) told small busi-
ness owners at a forum last 
Thursday that the state 
government has numerous 
programs for businesses, 
especially those that are 
women- and minority-
owned, to get capital.

“We wanted to bring 
this information to you,” 
Moya said. “We want to 
make it as easy and as 
seamless as possible.”

At the invitation of the 
assemblyman, Empire State 
Development President 
Kenneth Adams spoke to a 
crowd of about 70 business 
owners at Mumbai Grill, 
at 37-33 74th St. in Jackson 
Heights, about three initia-
tives of Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo aimed at connecting 
businesses to capital.

These new programs 
are paid for through $50 
million in federal fund-
ing and include Innovate 
New York, which connects 
venture capitalists to 
early stage startups for in-
vestment; Capital Access, 

which backstops loans 
from financial institutions 
to small businesses; and 
Empire’s  minority- and 
women-owned business 
enterprise, which can con-
nect small businesses with 
state agency contracts if 
they meet certain qualifi-
cations.

Moya said Queens had 
been hit hard in the eco-
nomic downturn, and he 
wanted to bring the infor-
mation about the programs 
straight to the business 
owners in his heavily di-
verse district. The assem-
blyman’s district includes 
parts of Jackson Heights, 
Corona and Elmhurst.

“A lot of them are first-
generation Americans,” 
Moya said of the business 
owners. “A lot of them don’t 
know how to get certified.”

The officials took ques-
tions from business owners 
during the meeting, most 
of which centered around 
frustrations with both the 
confusing process of get-
ting certified as well as get-
ting financing from banks 
unwilling to lend.

Crowley characterized 
the problems of the banks 
being the victim of a “bipo-

lar government.” He said 
while the federal govern-
ment has been pumping 
dollars into the banks for 
loaning small businesses, 
bank examiners have been 
questioning any loans that 
could be risky, making the 
banks uneager to lend. He 
said the federal govern-
ment has been trying to 
give space to the banks to 
provide financing.

“Without that we can’t 
expect you to be able to 
make payroll or expand 
your business,” he said.

State Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
who visited the roundtable, 
is a member of the gover-
nor’s team to ensure at least 
20 percent of the state  con-
tracts will be given to wom-
en- and minority-owned 
businesses in the future. 
She said as the daughter of 
small business owners, she 
realizes how hard business 
owners work both at their 
jobs and at home.

“I can testify person-
ally that the governor’s of-
fice is working super hard 
to make sure we hit that 20 
percent mark,” Meng said.

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (l.-r.), Empire State Development President Kenneth Adams, state 
Assemblyman Francisco Moya and Assemblywoman Grace Meng discuss programs to help small busi-
ness owners at a panel in Jackson Heights. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Jax Heights roundtable 
targets small biz funds
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CHRIST THE KING REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
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Abruzzo, Stephanie 
Adamo, Andrew 
Almeida, Michael 
Altadonna, Joseph 
Araya Jr., Richard* 
Ardito, Crystal 
Atteloney, Peyton 
Aucapina, Ericka 
Aufiero, Britney 
Barreto, Melisa 
Betts, Melissa* 
Bieniewicz, Thomas 
Birkic, Lucija 
Bista, Pragya 
Blacio, Bryan 
Bochnak, Marzena 
Bodre, Stephanie* 
Bolanos, Javier 
Botas, Claudia* 
Brecak, Josip* 
Bridges, Angela 
Brosnan, Robert 
Brutkiewicz, Kasey 
Calhoun, Omar 
Camilo, Julissa* 
Cardinale, Kelly 
Casalino, Alexandra* 
Casiano Jr., Philip 
Ceballos, Kayla 
Cedillo, Kevin 
Chatham, Jovanni 
Chavez, Francisco 
Checo, Luis 
Chi, Jason 
Chmura, Patryk W. 
Citera, Paula 
Claiborne, William 
Claussell, Alexandria 
Collins, Sholand 

Colon, Brandon 
Concordia, Soccorsa* 
Conlin, Bret 
Connell, Rayne* 
Coraggio, Daniel 
Corredor, Brenda* 
Cortes, Michael 
Cuervo, Danielle* 
D’Antoni, Vincent 
Dass, Sacha 
Davi, Daniela 
Dayoan, Alexa 
DeJesus, Brandon 
DeJesus, Rainier 
Delise, Nicole 
DelValle, Amanda 
Distefano, Rosanna 
Dominiguez, Amaly 
Durante, Joseph 
Durso,Carmine 
Eddy, Erica* 
El Sawah,Jr., Gamal 
Engesser, Kathryn* 
Engstler, Danielle* 
Evangelista, Elizabeth* 
Favara, John 
Fernandez, Zachary 
Fiallos, Brayan 
Figueroa, Carina 
Figueroa, Marcus 
Flecha, Karla 
Flores, Kevin 
Gajewski, Eryk 
Galarza,Jose 
Gammone, Andrew 
Garguilo,Oliva 
Gatti,Michael 
Gearty, Luke 
George, Tiffany 

Gerodias, Kevin 
Goldman, Rebecca* 
Gonzales, Daniel 
Goris, Stephanie 
Gozzi, Anthony 
Graver, David 
Gray, Michael 
Gregory, Taylor 
Guida, Anthony 
Guzman, Nicols 
Haney, Craig 
Hartman, Amanda 
Herzberg, Evan 
Hewson, Alia 
Higgins, Jesse 
Hogan, Daniel* 
Hunter, Carrie 
Icaza, Hans 
Insinga, Katelyn 
Ishman, Jr., Eric 
Jackson, Sabrina 
Jimenez, Christian 
Jonas, Kimberly 
Jones, Kendall* 
Joyner, Kalief 
Juma, Courtney* 
Juran, Christina* 
Kalinowska, Roksana 
Kamme, Jessica 
Kelly, James 
Kerr, Nicollette 
Khan, Sameenah 
Kosowski, Margaret 
LaFonte, Vincent 
Lake, Kelly 
Lakhan, Naomi 
Lamadrid, Lorenzo 
Lasorsa, Mikelle 
Leggio, Alessandra 

Light, Alyssa 
Loyola, Justin 
Ludwigson, Roseanne 
Lypher, Christopher 
Mandal, Shanaz 
Manfre, Nicholas 
Marchione, Jessica 
Martorell, Jazmin 
Marzullo, Maria 
Massa, Alexis 
Massena, Moses 
Masullo, Angelica* 
Matos, Mason 
McCullagh, Jr., Paul T. 
McFadden, Jessie 
McGee, Brittney 
McGovern, Katelyn 
McGovern, Patrick 
McReady, Jesse 
Medrzycki, Dominik 
Metanovic, Sevdiana 
Milito, Giacomo 
Miller, Jessica 
Morman, Chris* 
Munoz, Samantha 
Nauth, Nateshwar* 
Nazamoldeen, Shaina 
Nolan, Janet 
Nuss, Lauren* 
O’Brien, Kevin 
Oca, Joshua 
O’Connor, Christopher 
O’ Reilly, Patrick 
Padro, Jr., Anthony 
Paglinawan, Maria 
Palevic, Liridon 
Parker, Sabrina 
Patel, Sagar 
Paz, Kevin 

Peluso, Anthony 
Pena, Crystal* 
Pena, Gina 
Peralta, Elizabeth* 
Peronski, Michael 
Phillips, Josephine 
Pitelli, Catherine* 
Platania, Tara* 
Polanco, Richard 
Poma,Jonathan 
Prechtl, Christian 
Quadrino, Christopher 
Raaf, Ashley 
Rachitan, Marius 
Ramirez, Brandon 
Ramierz, Daniel A. 
Ramirez, Krishtian 
Ramnauth, Tiffany 
Ramondino, Joseph 
Rebecca, Fabiana 
Reid, Justin 
Remache, Jessica 
Restrepo, Jessica 
Ricciardi, Michelle 
Rios, Tatiana 
Rivera, Brandon 
Rodriguez, Justin 
Rodriguez, Kelly 
Rosado, Mara-Jessica 
Rosales, Daphne* 
Rosario, Erin 
Rosario, Gary 
Rubino, Joseph 
Ruggiero, Emily 
Saint-Dic, Tatiana 
Sala, Montana 
SanAndres, Anthony* 
Sanelli, Anthony 
Savillo, Haley

Schellenberg, Caitlyn* 
Schweiger, Krislyn A.* 
Schweiger, Lauren 
Sealy-Williams, Alisha N. 
Seidman, Courtney* 
Senat, Marthely 
Siano, Alyssa 
Singh, Alex* 
Siracusa, Luna 
Sosa, Rodney 
Spagnoletti, Vanessa A. 
Subasic, Katherine* 
Tang, Michael 
Tantillo, Krystle M.* 
Taormina, Joseph 
Texter, Anthony 
Tierney, Jeffrey 
Torres, Yesenia 
Toscano, Jesse 
Tuske, Mary 
Tuszakowski, Patrick 
Tworek, Anna 
Vadala, Anthony 
Valenti, Arturo 
Valentin, AnneMarie 
VanDress, Carisa 
Vasquez, Bianca-Rose 
Velez, Kimberly 
Verbil, Travis 
Vertuccio, Vincent 
Viaggio, Christina 
Vollkommer, Josephine 
Williams, Kayla 
Wise, Calveena 
Wisniewska, Dominique 
Yonke, Kristen 
Zabrocki, Olivia 
Zdazenski, Jacqlyn 
Zenteno, Jr., Constantino 

*NATIONAL HONORS  SOCIETY

Chairman of the Board- Serphin R. Maltese Principal- Peter J. Mannarino 
718 366-7400                     68-02 METROPOLITAN AVENUE – MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 11379  www.ctkny.org 
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Whitestone WWII retains plenty of fl ower power, even at 90
Former sailor still raising money for VFW and disabled veterans by selling red poppies in Queens

BY JOE ANUTA

Red poppies are sold by 
veterans to commemorate 
all the soldiers who have 
died since World War I, and 
at 90 years old Whitestone 
resident Jack Lombardi 
has been pedaling the flow-
ers for about half his life.

The World War II vet is 
a fixture at the Whitestone 
Shopping Center, where 
for 45 years he has consis-
tently parked himself at a 
small table there, bringing 
a packed lunch.

“I know I’m doing it for 
a good cause,” Lombardi 
said. “But I’m also doing it 
for my buddies. That’s the 
main thing.”

Lombardi served in 
the U.S. Navy for three 
years during World War II, 
where he was stationed in 
the Pacific Theater aboard 
the repair vessel USS Ja-
son.

Many of his friends 
have not enjoyed the lon-
gevity the sprightly grand-
father has, but he continues 
to sell the poppies to honor 
both them and his fellow 
vets.

“It helps the vets and, 
in our post, we have a lot 
of old men who have Social 
Security but no pension,” 
Lombardi said.

Lombardi joined the 
VFW’s Whitestone Post 
4787after he returned home 
from the war. He married 
his wife and moved to what 
he said was, at the time, the 
countryside of Whitestone. 
He raised five children and 
worked for the New York 
City Transit Authority for 
30 years before retiring.

But that has not slowed 
him down.

On Friday, Lombardi 
was preparing to head to 
Citi Field, which he calls 
Shea Stadium purely out of 

habit, to sell poppies, an in-
ternational symbol of fallen 
soldiers.

During the Second 
Battle of Ypres in World 
War I, a Canadian doctor 
and soldier named Col. 

John McCrae presided over 
the burial of a friend who 
was killed on the battlefield 
in modern day Belgium.

McCrae noticed how 
the red poppies grew quick-
ly on the site of freshly 

dug graves and penned the 
poem “In Flanders Field” 
shortly afterward.

The poppy grew to rep-
resent dead soldiers from 
all wars, and the tradition 
has stuck.

On Monday, Lombardi 
was at the Whitestone Me-
morial Day Parade, with 
his trusty bag of poppies 
around his neck.

His wife of 65 years can 
often be found at his side, al-
though the couple ventures 
of out their house less and 
less as they get older.

The cash Lombardi 
collects goes straight to his 
post, where it is then given 
out to veterans in need, dis-
abled veterans and patients 
at the St. Alban’s VA Hospi-
tal, for instance.

Lombardi is one of the 
few vets in the area who 
still sells the poppies as of-
ten as he can.

Before, he said, they 

would take carloads of peo-
ple to Citi Field or churches 
in the area, but now the 
post is lucky to get two or 
three people to go, he said.

“I like it. I meet nice 
people,” Lombardi said.

But there is no denying 
the fact that the post is not 
gaining new members.

Lombardi is not sure 
why veterans returning 
from Afghanistan and Iraq 
are not joining the posts, 
but for as long as he is able, 
Whitestone residents will 
find him at the shopping 
center, continuing to help 
his comrades 65 years after 
he returned home to Amer-
ican soil.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Jack Lombardi walks along the route of the Whitestone Memorial 
Day Parade. Photo by Christina Santucci
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Women pray and write letters at the burial site of Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson, also known as the Rebbe.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

This year’s edition of 
the annual pilgrimage to 
the shrine of Rabbi Men-
achem Mendel Schneerson 
will be a three-day affair 
and come at a time when the 
Cambria Heights commu-
nity is opposing a planned 
expansion by the Ohel Cha-
bad Lubavitch.

Every year, thousands 
of Jews from all over the 
world flock to the Ohel 
Chabad Lubavitch Center, 
at 226-02 Francis Lewis 
Blvd.,  to mark the passing 
of the Rebbe, who was a re-
vered leader of the Chabad-
Lubavitch school of Hasidic 
Judaism, by visiting his 
burial site at Montefiore 
Cemetery..

“It’s customary to visit 
the grave of a righteous 
person on the anniversary 
of their passing,” said Rab-
bi Abba Refson.

Since this year’s com-
memoration of his 1994 
death falls on Saturday, 
June 23 — the sabbath, 
when Jews are prohibited 
from traveling — the Ohel 
is expecting pilgrims to vis-
it over the course of three 
days, from June 22-24.

“It’s customary to visit 
the grave either the day be-
fore or the day after the an-
niversary,” Refson said.

In order to accommo-
date the visitors, the Ohel 
will set up a refreshment 
station at the Delphin H. 

Greene Playground, on 
235th Street, and Refson 
said he has also arranged 
for a private foot patrol to 
handle traffic.

“We’re doing our ut-
most to ameliorate the situ-
ation by providing extra 
staffing for cleaning up the 
entire neighborhood,” he 
said.

Years of dealing with 
the flock of pilgrims, how-
ever, has left the surround-
ing community with some 
hard feelings and a number 
of complaints.

“Listing them would 
be like counting grains of 
sand on the beach,” said 
Community Board 13 Dis-
trict Manager Lawrence 
McClean.

Every year, McClean 
said, Cambria Heights 
residents have to deal with 
cluttered streets, garbage 
left behind and other incon-
veniences.

“People come home 

and they’re blocking their 
driveways. Some just park 
their cars in driveways and 
have picnics on their front 
lawns,” he said.

The past experiences 
have soured the commu-
nity on Ohel’s application 
with the city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals to en-
large a space to be used as a 
synagogue and community 
facility.

“The feelings go back 
years. This attempt to ex-
pand the center’s syna-
gogue rubs the community 
the wrong way,” McClean 
said. “It’s not just the mer-
its of the application, but 
the cumulative effect of 
what went on before.”

In a letter written to 
the BSA, City Council-
man Leroy Comrie (D-St. 
Albans) acknowledged the 
Ohel had made some con-
cessions, such as limiting 
the number of days the fa-
cility would be used.

Rebbe pilgrimage irks
Cambria Hts residents

 4702 30th Avenue, 
Astoria NY 11103 

718-777-1635
www.maxbratwurst.com

Our food is not the only thing that 
is great at Max - our Fun is too!

Max 
Bratwurst Und Bier

 “We are more than happy 
to welcome private parties 

in our party room”.

From our live aired 
soccer games to our 

original German music, 
to our friendly servers, 

you’ll enjoy every second 
you spend in our cozy 

restaurant.

Operation Hours: Monday till Thursday, 11AM-12AM, 
Friday 11AM-2AM��������	�
��AM-2AM������	�
��AM-12AM.
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Parkway Village listed on national historic register
BY STEVE MOSCO

  
A village where some 

believe diversity began 
in the borough finally re-
ceived recognition on a his-
toric level.

State Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) joined residents 
and the Parkway Village 
Historical Society last 
Thursday to commemorate 
the listing of Parkway Vil-
lage in Kew Gardens Hills 
on the state and national 
Registers of Historic Plac-
es.

“Parkway Village was 
Queens before Queens was 
Queens,” said Lancman, 
referring to the village’s 
diversity when President 
Harry Truman established 
it as housing for United Na-
tions employees in 1946.  

The borough is now 
the nation’s most ethnically 
diverse county and home to 
immigrants from all over 
the world, a trend that ac-
celerated sharply after the 

passage of the Immigrant 
Act of 1965.

The village, a 685-unit 
co-op located where Main 
Street meets Grand Cen-
tral Parkway, was placed 
on the Register of Historic 
Places as part of a national 
program to coordinate and 
support efforts to identify, 
evaluate and protect Amer-
ica’s historic resources.

In order to meet the 
criteria for a listing on the 
register, a site usually has 
to be at least 50 years old, 
must look similar to the 
way it did in the past and 
must be determined to be 
historically significant. A 
listing on the register car-
ries some benefits, includ-
ing a 20 percent tax credit 
on rehabilitation expendi-
tures for residential prop-
erties, as well as qualifying 
for both state and federal 
grants.

“We all know how 
much overdevelopment 
threatens the character 
of historic neighborhoods 

like Parkway Village,” said 
Lancman. “Listing Park-
way Village on the state and 
national historic registries 
is both a tremendous honor 
for its residents and a sigh 
of relief for families in this 
area who want to see their 
neighborhoods and their 
quality of life preserved for 

future generations.”
Parkway’s collection 

of red-brick homes with 
white columns were once 
occupied by notables such 
as U.N. diplomat Ralph 
Bunche, civil rights activ-
ist Roy Wilkins and noted 
feminist Betty Freidan.

Current residents, like 

Parkway Village Histori-
cal Society co-Presidents 
Judith Guttman and Judy 
Shack, said it was gratify-
ing to see the village com-
memorated after a long 
fight to preserve its histori-
cal significance.

“I was enticed by Park-
way Village’s rich history, 

unique architecture and 
beautiful acreage when I 
moved here 29 years ago,” 
said Shack. “With our list-
ing on the state and na-
tional registry, we can now 
assist in preserving our 
homes for future genera-
tions.”

“As a community 
struggling to survive and 
flourish in challenging 
economic times, it is grati-
fying for longtime Parkway 
residents like me to witness 
the official recognition of 
Parkway Village’s illus-
trious history,” said Gutt-
man.

Another resident, 
known by locals as Little G, 
said the chances of finding 
another place like Parkway 
Village in the city are min-
iscule at best.

“I don’t know of any 
other place like this,” said 
Little G, who has lived in 
the village since 1983. “It’s 
a nice place to live — it’s a 
city, but without tall build-
ings.”

State Assemblyman Rory Lancman presents residents of Parkway Village in Kew Gardens Hills a 
certificate proclaiming the community’s placement on the state and nation’s Registry of Historical 
Places. Photo by Steve Mosco

Halloran ahead of recovery after brain surgery
BY PHIL CORSO

 
As he makes headway 

in what he called a success-
ful and ahead-of-schedule 
recovery from brain sur-
gery to remove a benign tu-
mor, City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
was not at a loss for jokes 
on his way back to the cam-
paign trail.

“I’m out of the 
rough patch. Doctors are 
shocked,” Halloran said 
on his Facebook account 
Friday, accompanied by a 
photo of him in the hospital 
bed with bandages wrapped 
around his head. “I am way 
ahead of recovery sched-
ule.”

He then went on to tap 
into some humor.

“They attribute it to 
whiskey and my thick Irish 
skull,” he said.

Another positive take-
away, spokesman Steven 
Stites said with a joke of his 
own, was how the council-

man’s secret fear “that the 
doctors might accidentally 
remove a piece of his brain, 
turning him into a Demo-
crat” was not realized.

A photo of Halloran’s 
head after the surgery 
showed a large, C-shaped, 
surgical scar stitched shut 
behind his right ear. Ac-
cording to Stites, Halloran 
should be back on the job 
and the campaign trail in 
the next week or two.

Halloran was oper-
ated on May 23 at the NYU 
Langone Medical Center in 
Manhattan and was sched-
uled to return home to 
Flushing five days earlier 
than expected Saturday, 
his office said.

Stites said the council-
man was already showing 
positive signs since going 
into the operating room for 
what he called a lengthy 
procedure.

“He’s walking, talking 
and looks like the same old 
Dan,” Stites said. “Aside 

from the scar, he is in fan-
tastic shape. The proce-
dure went as well as we all 
hoped.” 

According to Stites, 

Halloran was diagnosed 
in March on the morning 
of his campaign kick-off 
for the 6th Congressional 
District seat with a benign 

tumor, but he initially de-
clined to say where it was 
located.

Hours after going into 
the hospital, Halloran’s 

chief of staff, Chrissy 
Voskerichian, posted on 
Halloran’s Facebook page, 
reporting a successful sur-
gery. She said everything 
went well and he expected a 
full recovery.

“He’s going to be at 100 
percent capacity as if there 
wasn’t anything wrong,” 
Voskerichian said. “We’ve 
got a campaign to run.”

Voskerichian added 
that Halloran would likely 
talk more about the proce-
dure and his initial diagno-
sis upon his return.

The councilman’s of-
fice remained open and ac-
tive during Halloran’s time 
in the hospital and recov-
ery.

In a statement before 
going into surgery, Hal-
loran said that although he 
was worried about the op-
eration, the procedure was 
still a small ordeal when 
compared to what other 
New Yorkers might be liv-
ing through.

City Councilman Dan Halloran recovers after undergoing brain surgery to remove a benign tumor. 
Photo courtesy Dan Halloran’s Facebook account
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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BY JOE ANUTA

In Asian countries in-
cluding Japan, China and 
South Korea, stay-at-home 
mothers have spawned a 
trend of chasing big bucks 
as day traders, and a new 
Main Street business is 
hoping to bring the same 
opportunities to Flushing.

IFG Trade is in a pris-
tine white office on the sec-
ond floor of a brick build-
ing near 37th Avenue, but 
the computers in the main 
room keep a watchful eye 
on financial transactions 
taking place all over the 
world without the throngs 
of stock traders shouting 
over each other like on the 
floors of Wall Street.

In fact, potential inves-
tors have the power to get 
a foothold in the futures, 
commodities and foreign 
exchange markets with the 
click of a mouse.

“The old model is gone. 
The Internet took the place 
of everything,” said Win-

ston Cheng, president of the 
new company. “People can 
go online and do it them-
selves cheaper and faster.”

Winston’s company 
not only specializes in trad-
ing foreign currencies, 
commodities and stock fu-
tures, but in training any-
one interested in how to do 
it themselves.

The company runs 
classes to introduce even 
the greenest of traders to 
the basics.

“A lot of people like to 
trade themselves at home 
these days,” he said. “But if 
you blind trade, you’re basi-
cally giving out money.”

For beginners, the 
classes don’t focus on the 
nuances and intricacies 
of market fluctuations, 
since they can take years 
to master. Instead, Cheng 
and his staff teach a solid 
foundation and how to use 
technical analyses — a sort 
of formula of how a market 
might behave based on de-
cades of trends.

Stock futures refer to a 
buyer and a seller of a com-
modity, like gold or corn for 
example, who agree on a 
price for the future to avoid 
market fluctuations in the 
short term. That agreement 
is in the form of a contract, 
and that contract can be 
bought and sold on the fu-

tures market as well.
The foreign exchange 

market, often referred to as 
Forex, is the simultaneous 
buying of one currency and 
the selling of another. Trad-
ers basically bet on wheth-
er a currency will go up or 
down in value compared to 
other currencies.

The Forex market is 
how several stay-at-home 
mothers in Japan made 
fortunes from their home 
computers, according to a 
report by Reuters.

A woman named Mrs. 
Watanabe is the inspiration 
for a contingent of copycats 
who became influential 
traders in the yen market, 
the report said, and the 
trend has spread to coun-
tries like China and Korea.

“IFG Trade is helping 
introduce to the United 
States a phenomenon that 
has already made waves in 
Asia — foreign exchange 
and commodities trading,” 
said John Choe, director of 
the community economic 
development center One 
Flushing. “If successful, 
IFG could make Flushing a 
leading force in helping or-
dinary people — thousands 
of housewives in Japan, Ko-
rea and China have already 
taken the plunge, becoming 
the next George Soros.”

One advantage of trad-

ing in the foreign exchange 
markets, and why it has be-
come popular with the ad-
vent of Internet trading, is 
because the markets were 
just recently opened up to 
individual traders a few 
years ago, and potential 
investors have access to 
markets all over the world 
24 hours a day, according to 
Chen.

Trading basically 
moves in a seamless tran-
sition from one financial 
center to another. For ex-
ample, as soon as the New 
York currency exchange 
closes, the market in Syd-
ney opens.

IFG Trade is on the 
second floor of 37-01 Main 
St. More information is 
available by calling 718-
662-3838 or by visiting ifg-
trade.com.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Wilson Chen is the president of IFG Trade, a new Flushing business 
focused on introducing new traders to the foreign currency and 
commodity markets. Photo by Joe Anuta

Flushing business offers classes on trading
IFG Trade teaches people how to swap commodities, stock futures and other investments on their own

Avella gives kudos to four vets for Memorial Day
BY REBECCA HENELY

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) honored four 
veterans of World War II 
and the Vietnam War at his 
office last Thursday in an-
ticipation of Memorial Day.

While two of the hon-
orees were unable attend, 
Avella said he was glad to 
recognize the veterans with 
Senate resolutions, pre-
sented at his district office 
at 38-50 Bell Blvd. The four 
former military members 
came from across the bor-
ough and were nominated 
to receive the recognition 
by the heads of their veter-
ans organizations.

“It’s a privilege to do it 
because we don’t do enough 
for our veterans,” Avella 
said.

Two of the honorees 

came from the Whitestone 
VFW Post No. 4787 and 
served in World War II. 
Flushing resident Loretta 
Weiss, who could not make 
the ceremony due to an ill-

ness, was recognized for 
serving in the U.S. Army 
from 1942-45. Five years 
later, Weiss returned to 
duty as a supply sergeant 
and performed confidential 

prep clearance in the Kore-
an and Vietnam wars until 
she was discharged in 1975.

Frank Peloso, a for-
mer post commander of 
the Whitestone VFW, was 
also acknowledged for his 
service in the U.S. Air 
Force during World War 
II. Peloso, who served from 
1939-45, participated in low-
flying combat air drops in 
China, Burma and India.

Peloso said he was 18 
when he entered the ser-
vice and he was glad to be 
remembered for Memorial 
Day.

“I was very proud,” 
Peloso said of serving, “and 
I was very happy to be able 
to help out my country.”

From the Vietnam Vet-
erans of America Queens 
Chapter No. 32, Middle Vil-
lage resident Thomas Corb-

in, who could not attend due 
to a family illness, received 
recognition for his time in 
the war with the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps from 1962-66. He 
was a field radio operator at 
the time of his discharge.

The other recipient 
from Chapter No. 32 was 
Paul Feddern, a Forest 
Hills resident who served 
in the U.S. Army from April 
1967 to December 1968 in 
the Vietnam War. He was 
humble upon getting the 
resolution.

“We are by far not 
the heroes,” Feddern said. 
“The soldiers that have giv-
en their lives, they’re the 
heroes.”

Chapter No. 32 Presi-
dent Paul Narson, who nom-
inated Corbin and Feddern 
and accepted the award on 
behalf of Corbin, praised 

both former soldiers.
“Without them, I 

wouldn’t be the president,” 
Narson said. “One’s my left 
arm, the other’s my right 
arm and they’re worthy of 
these awards.”

Avella said while he 
tries to recognize the na-
tion’s veterans for Memo-
rial Day and Veterans Day 
on Nov. 11, he believes what 
veterans did for the United 
States should be remem-
bered every day. 

“These are individuals 
who gave up their life at one 
point to go out and defend 
liberty,” he said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

State Sen. Tony Avella (l.) honored World War II veteran Frank 
Peloso of the Whitestone VFW and others before Memorial Day last 
week. Photo by Nykeema Williams
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BY PHIL CORSO
 
Almost one year after 

city officials doused the 
flames caused by outrage 
over the potential closure 
of FDNY Engine Co. 306 in 
Bayside, tensions may heat 
up once again.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s office is ex-
pected to release a list by 
early June similar to last 
year’s index of 20 FDNY 
companies being consid-
ered for closure to balance 
the budget, including En-
gine Co. 306 in Bayside, 294 
in Richmond Hill and 328 
in Far Rockaway, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the 
Uniformed Fire Officers 
Association.

Last year, Bloomberg 
targeted 20 companies for 
closure for what he said 
would save the city as much 
as $55 million. After a 
heavy community response 
through rallies and public 
outcries, the City Council 
reached an agreement with 

the mayor’s office to restore 
funding to the companies 
by cutting other budget 
lines in the department.

One year later, the 
absence of such a list has 
left the fire officers group 
anticipating a similar out-
come. A UFOA spokesman 

said until they are led to be-
lieve otherwise, the group 
will prepare to advocate for 
the same 20 companies pro-
posed for closure last year.

Uniformed Fire Offi-
cers Association President 
Al Hagan said though he 
understood the mayor’s 

predicament of wanting to 
save money, he may be lis-
tening to the wrong people 
when considering cutting 
what he called essential 
services.

“I think there’s plenty 
of room in the city budget 
to save these companies,” 

Hagan said. “All we are ask-
ing is to keep the firehouses 
we already have and I am 
hopeful that the City Coun-
cil will restore the money 
needed to save them.”

Hagan said he was 
thankful to report that the 
FDNY has not lost any com-
panies under the guidance 
of Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan).

An official from the 
Council also said they ex-
pected this year’s list of 
endangered companies to 
closely if not exactly re-
semble the one released in 
May 2011, including Engine 
Co. 306 in Bayside, which 
serves the communities of 
Bayside and Little Neck.

But to known Bayside 
activist and Frank Skala, 
president of the East Bay-
side Homeowners Associa-
tion, the entire production 
is a ploy to force voters into 
compromising with the 
city.

“It’s all a hoax,” Skala 
said. “They don’t intend to 

close them. You find a place 
where people will be upset 
like in Bayside and propose 
that company for closing to 
get pressure on the taxpay-
ers.”

State Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
said that though an official 
list has not been released, it 
might be likely that Engine 
Co. 306 will be put back on 
the chopping block.

“That is absolutely un-
acceptable to all of us here,” 
Braunstein said. “Trying to 
balance the budget by cut-
ting public services is just 
unacceptable.”

Three of the 20 compa-
nies on last year’s list were 
from Queens. Another list 
is expected to be released 
by early June, as the Coun-
cil must adopt a final bud-
get by June 5.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Elected officials, including City Councilman Dan Halloran (at podium), and community leaders rally to 
save Engine 306 last year.

Boro fi rehouses may be back on chopping block

ST. FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL
      

“Perfection is not 
attainable. But if 

we chase 
perfection we can 
catch excellence.” 

- Vince Lombardi, 
St. Francis Prep Class of 

1933

Where  STRENGTH, FAITH, & POSSIBILITIES are Inspired Daily.

For more than 150 years, St. Francis 
Preparatory has provided intellectual 
and spiritual growth to young men and 
women who seek the finest Catholic 
education available.  The Class of 2012 
has continued on  Prep’s century and half 
old tradition of excellence in academics 
and achievement in athletics and 
extracurricular activities .  They “chased 
perfection” while remaining true to the 
guiding Franciscan principles upon which 
Prep was founded.

The Class of 2012 like those before them 
proved that high GPAs, SAT scores, and 
college acceptance are only part of the 
story.  “Excellence” has a great deal to do 
with the education of the whole person. 
Developing the capacity to care for and 
respond to the needs of “the least of their 
brothers” makes them excellent people.

of lives in Camden, NJ; Washington, D.C.; 
Louisiana, and Missouri. 

In athletics, our current graduates have 
achieved State, New York City, and 
Brooklyn-Queens championships with 
Boys Soccer, Boys Handball 
(undefeated!), Girls Tennis (undefeated!),  
Girls Volleyball, Girls Softball (NY Post’s 
best pitcher), and Gymnastics.

The Class of 2012 raised money for over 
a dozen local charities, as well as for our 
“sister Franciscan school” in Lare, Kenya.  
They did this while also continuing hands 
on ministering to those in need right 
here in New York City through our Soup 
Kitchen and Midnight Run programs.  
Through our Franciscan Immersion 
Experience they have touched hundreds 

The Class of 2012 chased perfection 
and achieved excellence, earning over 
$76,000,000 in scholarships.  And, we 
can rest assured knowing that they will 
take the Spirit of St. Francis with them to 
Brown, Sophie Davis, Penn State, Notre 
Dame, Boston University, Georgetown, 
Cornell, University of Pennsylvania, 
Carnegie Melon, NYU and many other 
fine colleges and universities.



14
 QU

EE
NS

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JU
NE

 3
, 2

01
2  

  •
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

 
Hundreds of people attended parades over 
the weekend. (Clockwise from top l.) Ayram 
Hinostroza, 2 1/2, waves her flags in College 
Point; members of Francis Lewis High School’s 
Patriot Battalion toss their rifles in the air in 
Little Neck; Zane Kinane, 10 months, shows off 
his stars and stripes; Grace Eltabie and Roland 
Tatzel ride in a 1932 Plymouth; Louie Rovegno 
sits with his dog Poindexter in MacNeil Park; a 
Marine shakes hands with children on College 
Point Boulevard; Marisa Koller, 3, examines her 
flag in Whitestone; Whitestone parade grand 
marshal Col. John Smith who served 21 years 
and 20 days in the Army, rides along the route; 
and Poppy Queen Brianna Marie Denicker rides 
in a Humvee. Photos by Christina Santucci
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Patients fl ock to St. John’s after Peninsula’s end
BY STEVE MOSCO

  
It is no day at the 

beach for anyone in the 
Rockaways in need of emer-
gency medical care.

Since state Depart-
ment of Health officials 
closed Peninsula Hospital 
Center in April, St. John’s 
Episcopal Hospital in Far 
Rockaway is experienc-
ing a 35 percent increase 
in emergency room visits 
and inpatient volume has 
climbed 11 percent, accord-
ing to a St. John’s represen-
tative.

In an effort to match 
the higher volume of pa-
tients, the hospital has 
stepped up staffing across 
its departments. St. John’s’ 
top executive said Penin-
sula’s closure has raised 
health care concerns in the 
area.

“On behalf of our 
board of managers, I can 
say we are very concerned 
about the immediate and 

longterm health care needs 
posed by Peninsula’s clo-
sure,” said Nelson Toebbe, 
chief executive officer of 
Episcopal Health Services 
and St. John’s Episcopal 
Hospital. “With the support 
of our elected officials and 
others, we are exploring ev-
ery option to expand health 
care services to our com-
munity.”

St. John’s submit-
ted plans to the state DOH 
to expand its emergency 
department with an ob-
servation unit and more 
treatment bays, including 
a comprehensive psychi-
atric emergency program. 
When those plans are 
completed, the emergency 
department’s capacity will 
increase to 50,000 patient 
visits per year, according to 
a hospital representative.

Even with a poten-
tial increase in staff at St. 
John’s, elected officials still 
contend the closing of Pen-
insula has created a health 

care crisis in the Rock-
aways — one that will only 
get worse as beach weather 
comes to the borough.

“With the closure of 
Peninsula Hospital, there 
is now a health care emer-
gency in the Rockaways, 
and St. John’s Episcopal 
Hospital alone cannot 
handle the volume of emer-
gency care necessary to 

meet the needs of 130,000 
year-round residents,” City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park) warned. “This 
situation will become even 
more dire in the summer 
months.”

The Joseph P. Addabbo 
Family Health Center in 
the Rockaways, a walk-in 
medical facility, also said it 
is experiencing an increase 

in visitors since Peninsula 
shut its doors. Officials at 
Jamaica Hospital, another 
potential treatment center, 
could not be reached for 
comment.

Some residents of the 
Rockaways are concerned 
for their own well-being 
with St. John’s now left as 
the sole area hospital.

Benito Belches said 
his nephew and his mother 
both contracted a staph 
infection while receiving 
treatment at the hospital — 
his mother in 2006 and his 
nephew this year . Officials 
at St. John’s said Belches’ 
family were notified of the 
infections in a timely man-
ner, but Belches believes 
the hospital handled both 
cases poorly.

“St. John’s is not a 
place I would take anyone 
in my family again,” he 
said. “If you have another 
option, take it.”

While St. John’s had no 
official statement on Belch-

es’ claims, the hospital said 
it used proper protocol in 
treating Belches’ mother 
and his nephew.

A Consumer Reports 
ranking of hospitals in the 
New York area in March 
placed St. John’s near the 
bottom at 48 percent below 
the national average.

The magazine and 
website are part of a non-
profit institute that reviews 
products and services, and 
the research for city hospi-
tals was done through data 
submitted by the hospitals, 
billing data and a survey by 
Hospital Consumer Assess-
ment of Healthcare Provid-
ers and Systems.

Peninsula filed for 
bankruptcy protection last 
year when it was faced with 
$13 million in debt.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

The closing of Peninsula Hospital is not sitting well with Rockaways 
residents, who now must go to St. John’s Episcopal Hospital for 
medical care. Photo by Phil Corso

The Prince Street Gallery
530 West 25th Street 

Manhattan near Tenth Avenue

is pleased to include

Jacqueline Four 
by Martin H. H. Leff-Cinthus 

in its Fifth National Juried Show 
from June 19th to July 7th. 

Reception Saturday, June 23rd 
3:00pm to 6:00pm
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Last year sanitation 
teams hired by a downtown 
Flushing business improve-
ment district collected 
32,850 bags of garbage, the 
executive director told the 
BID’s annual meeting last 
week.

A four-person sanita-
tion team, working in ad-
dition to the standard city 
service, logged 16,312 hours 
last year to pick up those 
bags of trash, which totaled 
821,250 pounds — roughly 
the same weigh as a fully 
loaded Boeing 747.

“If we don’t remove 
that garbage, we would 
have very, very dirty 
streets,” said Dian Yu, who 
ran through the Downtown 
Flushing Transit Hub Busi-
ness Improvement Dis-
trict’s accomplishments 
from last year and what the 
nonprofit hopes to do in the 
next fiscal year.

The BID’s main job 
is to power wash the side-
walks, collect garbage from 
extra trash cans placed in 
the downtown area, make 
repairs and repaint lamp-
posts in the area.

Specifically, the BID 
covers Main Street from 
Northern Boulevard to San-
ford Avenue and several of 
the large streets branching 
off of Main as well.

Yu said he hopes to 
continue hauling excess re-
fuse out of the area, but also 
has a few tricks to make the 
downtown area a more en-
ticing place to shop.

For instance, Yu wants 
to install hanging plants 
along some of the streets 
downtown to bring a little 
green to an area where 
each inch of pavement is a 
precious commodity.

“The streets in down-
town Flushing are very 
narrow, so we are aggres-
sively working with [the 

city] to install up to 20 plant 
baskets,” Yu said.

The BID spends close 
to $400,000 each year to 
clean up the streets, but 
also cleans out catch basins, 
puts up holiday lights and 
hosts community events, 
according to Yu.

“That is how we pro-
mote shoppers to stay lo-
cal,” he said.

One ongoing project 
is a comprehensive restau-

rant guide that allows both 
tourists and longtime resi-
dents to branch out and try 
some of the myriad types of 
food the area has to offer.

Yu has also been dis-
seminating a bus map so 
tourists can make sense 
of the dizzying number of 
routes that go through the 
downtown area.

The BID is in its ninth 
year, but Yu has only been 
at the helm for two, a short 

stint that has already pro-
duced noticeable results, 
according to Community 
Board 7, which has offices 
in the heart of downtown.

“There is a marked 
difference in downtown 
Flushing and we wish him 
success,” said Marilyn 
Bitterman, executive direc-
tor of CB 7. “His success is 
our success.”

But City Councilman 
Peter Koo (R-Flushing) 
said that while Yu has had 
an impact on the condition 
of downtown, there is still 
more work to be done.

“Compared to other 
communities, we are still 
behind in many areas,” he 
said.

City Comptroller John 
Liu returned to his stomp-
ing grounds — he held 
Koo’s seat until 2009 — to 
honor a longtime resident 
of the neighborhood for 
working to make the BID a 
reality.

“I would call her the 
mother of this business 
improvement district,” Liu 
said, referring to Myra 
Baird Herce, who once ran 
the now-defunct Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce. Liu 
presented her with a proc-
lamation honoring her ser-
vice to the community, and 
she picked up a plaque from 
the BID as well.

Baird Herce officially 
announced the end of the 
Flushing chamber earlier 
this year, although it had 
been inactive for some 
time.

A new chamber is in 
the planning stages by sev-
eral civic groups and non-
profits in the downtown 
area.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Flushing BID bags 820,000 pounds of trash per year 

Myra Baird Herce (third from r.) accepts a commendation from city 
Comptroller John Liu as Dian Yu (l.-r.) City Councilman Peter Koo, 
Tina Lee and Timothy Chuang look on. Photo by Joe Anuta

Van Bramer and Dromm criticize city’s after-school cuts
Boro pols want Bloomberg to keep programs running so schoolchildren will have safe havens

BY REBECCA HENELY

Surrounded by chil-
dren from their communi-
ties, government officials 
and community groups 
in Woodside and Jackson 
Heights held protests last 
week against Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s proposed 
cuts of 24,000 seats in after-
school programs across the 
city.

“This is the wrong pol-
icy and this stops today,” 
said state Assemblyman 
Francisco Moya (D-Jackson 
Heights), who participated 
in after-school programs 
when he was young.

City Councilman Jim-
my Van Bramer (D-Sunny-
side) held a rally May 23 at 
PS 152, at 33-52 62nd St. in 
Woodside, on behalf of com-
munity organization Wood-
side on the Move’s after-
school programs at PS 152 
and PS 11, at 54-25 Skillman 

Ave.
The next day Council-

man Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights) joined 
with other neighborhood 
officials near PS 69, at 77-
02 37th Ave., on behalf of 
82nd Street Academics. 
The Jackson Heights edu-
cational group holds after-
school programs at PS 69 
and the Renaissance Char-
ter School, at 35-59 81st St. 
in Jackson Heights.

Both Woodside on 
the Move and 82nd Street 
Academics are set to lose 
their city funding through 
an $18.2 million cut to 
after-school programs. 
Bloomberg said earlier this 
month the $68.7 billion bud-
get for fiscal year 2013 has 
a $2 billion budget gap due 
to tax revenues rising at a 
lower-than-expected rate.

To make up the gap he 
has called for cuts to after-
school programs as well 

as early childhood care, li-
brary hours and the closing 
of 20 firehouses.

Bloomberg said during 
the presentation of his ex-
ecutive budget that he was 
concerned about the effects 

of the cut, but he said find-
ing a balance and making 
choices was necessary.

“We will come to an 
agreement with the City 
Council,” he said about the 
budget negotiations.

Yet to Van Bramer and 
Dromm, as well as hun-
dreds of students who held 
up signs in support of their 
after-school programs in 
Woodside and Jackson 
Heights, cutting the after-
school programs was unac-
ceptable.

“I want to save Wood-
side on the Move because 
many parents have to work 
hard for rent and the chil-
dren have nowhere to go,” 
said 10-year-old Alejandro 
Marchena.

State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst) said his 
son goes to an after-school 
program and, like many 
parents, would not know 
what he would do if the pro-
gram were cut. Many said 
the programs were essen-
tial for parents who work 
later and provided a place 
for children to learn and 
socialize.

“Our kids deserve to 

be helped with their home-
work and taken care of,” 
said Ann Marie Wilson, a 
parent of a student at PS 
152.

Van Bramer said that 
combined with cuts to day-
care and the library, the 
deficit reductions were un-
fair.

“It is dead wrong to 
balance the budget on the 
backs of these children,” he 
said.

Dromm said after-
school programs are vital 
to preventing children from 
being latchkey kids, and 
that students deserve after-
school programs connected 
to their communities.

“My question to the 
mayor is what would hap-
pen to these kids?” he said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Rifah Tasnim (l.) and Karla Sanchez (r.), both 9, hold up signs in 
support of Woodside on the Move’s after-school programs, which 
loses funding in Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s executive budget. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely
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Southeast Queens women win Foster Parents of the Year
Spring Gardens resident has cared for 30 children, while Rosedale mother changed the lives of 11

BY RICH BOCKMANN

One lost her mother at the 
age of 13, the other followed the 
example set by her mom.

Southeast Queens foster 
parents Phyllis Samarion and 
Shauna Brown were raised under 
different circumstances, but they 
share an exemplary dedication to 
caring for those in need.

“I survived because of the 
people who helped me along the 
way,” said Samarion, who over 
the course of three decades has 
cared for about 30 foster children. 
“My older siblings helped raise 
me. I achieved a good job, a home 
and I felt I needed to give back. 
This was my way of giving back.”

The 53-year-old bus driver 
from Springfield Gardens has 
dedicated her life to providing a 
safe, nurturing place for some of 
the city’s most vulnerable chil-
dren. Many of the children she 
cares for have problematic back-
grounds and are generally diffi-
cult to place in foster care.

“The first one I got I adopted 
and raised her. She’s grown and in 
college,” said Samarion, who also 
has two biological children and 
another three through  marriage. 
“Another child I’m adopting, she’s 
16 now. She was a crack-addicted 
baby. I weened her off drugs and 
now she’s in high school and do-
ing well. She’s one of my real suc-
cess stories.”

May is National Foster Care 
Month, and in recognition of 
their dedication, Samarion and 
Brown have been honored among 
20 others as Foster Parents of the 
Year by the city Administration 
for Children’s Services. In par-
ticular, the ACS noted their com-
mitment to opening their homes 
to hard-to-place children such 
as pregnant mothers, LGBTQ 
youths and children with special 
needs.

Brown, 41, who has three bio-
logical children of her own, now 
cares for three foster children at 
her home in Rosedale.

“The first child I got was an 

8-day-old abandoned baby with no 
parents. I finally got to adopt her 
after two years,” she said. “She’s 
8 years old now and she’s a bless-
ing.”

Brown is a daycare provider 
as was her mother, who took care 
of 15 foster children.

“I basically followed in her 
footsteps,” she said. “Her door 

was always open.”
Over the course of nine years, 

she has taken in 11 children and 
they, along with those her mother 
raised, have become her extended 
family.

“I still talk to them. They 
call me. I used to have a 13-year-
old girl who’s now 17 and about to 
graduate. I’m very proud of her,” 

she said.
But the foster parent-child 

relationship is not a one-way 
street. Brown said she learns just 
as much from the youngsters she 
cares for as she teaches and pre-
pares for them.

“One child had sickle cell 
[disease]. I learned a lot about the 
disease that I probably wouldn’t 
have looked up on my own,” she 
said.

Brown added that the big-
gest challenge of caring for foster 
children is meeting their needs, 
which can fluctuate with their 
good and bad days. Nonetheless, 
she encourages others to reap the 
rewards.

“If this is something you re-
ally want to do you should pursue 
it,” she said. “There are obstacles 
that could come in the way — just 
keep going ahead.”

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Shauna Brown (l.) and Phyllis Samarion have been honored as Foster Parents of 
the Year. Photos by BenO’Mar Arrington II

ADVERTISEMENT

Martin H. H. Leff-Cinthus paints 
and lives in the Queensview Cooperative 
housing in Astoria.  The Williamsburg 
Art and Historical Society exhibited 
his work “Orpheus in the Forest.” Jac-
queline Four will appear in the Prince 
Street Gallery, in Chelsea,   If one  casu-
ally peruses his web site, whose URL is 
simply cinth.us, one is impressed by his 
wide range.   Several of these build on Pi-
casso’s stylistic innovations: “Cinthus in 
the Manner of Picasso” “Still Life with 
the Crystal Glass,”   Last but not least is 
“Les Hommes deAlgieres,” a successor to 
Picasso’s “Les Demoiselles d’Avignon.”  
In 1967, he painted the Greek legend of 
the god who killed his lover, Apollo and 
Hyacinthus.  In 2008, the  Agora featured 
this in a group show in which he had 
nine paintings.  They put it on the poster 
downstairs and on the catalog.  They had 
never before given a single artist both 
opportunities. 

Martin started his art career in 1948 
with a Max Weber scholarship at the Art 

Students’ League, the Brooklyn Musuem 
Art School and at night attended the Coo-
per Union.  But as true for most fine art-
ists, they have to earn a living elsewise.  
He did so as a textile designer for thirty 
years from 1954 to 1984.  His resume in-
cludes Glenn-Tex, Lowenstein and Tris-
si, which let him go, shortly thereafter 
to liquidate as did most of the convert-
ers in the garment district in Manhat-
tan.  After some temporary work, he 
rejoined the Art Student League of 1986 
after thirty years.   It seemed that noth-
ing changed.    And there he was “an art-
ist in the process of learning with the 
eagerness of a student and not a student 
trying to be a student.”

Martin H. H. Leff-Cinthus, has a 
painting, “Jackqueline Four” appearing 
at the Prince Street Gallery in Chelsea, 
Manhattan. We wrote about last week in 
the Astoria Times , and the Foreest Hills 
Times.  This is one of several paintings 
he did to build upon the legacy of Pablo 
Picasso. You can see several others on 

his web site, cinth.us including A Picas-
so Still Life and “Cinthus in the Manner 
of Picasso”  Also, there are the first three 
paintings in the Jacqueline series.
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BY PHIL CORSO

They go to school for 
more than nine months of 
the year and their work is 
usually tucked away inside 
their Bayside classrooms.

But by the end of the 
year, students at PS 159 
enter a gymnasium trans-
formed into an elaborate 
showcase of their greatest 
efforts.

The annual Celebra-
tion of Learning is a year-
end fair and nearly 10-year 
PS 159 tradition, according 
to Principal Paul Didio. The 
2011 National Blue Ribbon 
School at 205-01 33rd Ave. 
in Bayside is also only one 
of two schools  in the dis-
trict, including Bayside’s 
PS 162 John Golden, to host 
such an event.

“It’s pretty amazing to 
see all of the work on dis-
play at once,” Didio said. 
“I’m thankful that the 
school upholds the tradi-
tion.”

Upon walking into 

the school’s second-floor 
gymnasium, the school’s 
students, parents and fac-
ulty marveled at the care-
fully laid out two pieces of 
artwork from each of the 
roughly 535 students. Dif-
ferent subjects were repre-
sented throughout various 
display tables.

Michael Verso, a third-
grader at the school, walked 
proudly to his artwork on 
the back wall of the gym.

“It feels pretty good to 
show this to my friends,” 
Verso said. “This is fun.”

Chiara Scaduto teach-
es third-grade at the school 
and said she could see tan-
gible benefits from the an-
nual fair.

“You can actually see 
the outcomes in the kids’ 
faces,” Scaduto said. “It’s a 
big reward for them.”

The fair aims to repre-
sent each child at the school 
from pre-kindergarten to 
fifth-grade, according to 
teacher and Celebration 
of Learning Coordinator 

Hannah Garson.
“The children are al-

ways very proud of them-
selves and each other,” 
Garson said. “We choose 
to put such an emphasis on 
this because it builds con-
fidence and self-esteem for 
the students.”

Mock volcanoes, 3-D 
presentations of the Great 
Wall of China and time-
lines of students’ short lives 
so far were only some of the 
seemingly endless show-
cases available throughout 
the gymnasium.

Throughout the two-
day showcase, nearly 
75 family members and 
friends pass through the 
gallery, parent coordinator 
Kim Johnson said.

“For the parents, this 
is completely overwhelm-
ing at times,” Johnson 
said. “To see the work 
from beginning to end and 
to see how their children 
progressed throughout the 
year makes their day.”

After entering the 

school’s front entrance, 
signs and arrows lead the 
way up the stairs and into 
the gymnasium, teasing 
at the different subjects 
that students had studied 
throughout the year.

“We want to make sure 
the children know we’re 
proud of them, so we put a 
lot of time into it,” Garson 
said.

Garson said the facul-
ty stays after hours the day 
before the fair’s opening to 
help transform the gym.

But all the work, she 
said, always pays off in the 
end.

“It’s quite the project 
to take on for all of the fac-
ulty,” Garson said. “And 
we still do it because we’re 
always looking for ways to 
engage the students.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

BY PHIL CORSO
 
Crime has risen slight-

ly in the 111th Precinct, ac-
cording to police statistics, 
with the biggest recorded 
increases in robberies and 
misdemeanor assaults out 
of the seven major catego-
ries.

According to Com-
manding Officer Jason 
Huerta, the current 28-
day period ending May 20 
showed an uptick of 5 per-
cent in overall crime with 
62 recorded incidents as 
opposed to 59 in the same 
period last year. Robberies 
rose to 11 total compared 
to six last year and misde-
meanor assaults more than 
doubled to 19 compared to 
eight last year. 

No murders were re-
ported by the May 20 end 
date, according to statis-
tics, but officers were inves-
tigating an alleged murder-
suicide attempt in Bayside 
May 23 .

The robberies, the cap-
tain said, may be related to 
youth-on-youth crimes.

“We have had several 
incidents where students 
wearing high-priced head-
phones and cell phones 
have been robbed by other 
students,” Huerta said. “We 
encourage parents to ad-
here to the school’s policies 
regarding cellular phones 
and electronics or at the 

very least instruct children 
on the dangers of using 
these expensive devices in 
public.”

Huerta said the 111th 
Precinct, which covers 
Bayside, Little Neck, Doug-
laston and parts of Auburn-
dale, regularly works with 
area school officials and 
the city Department of Edu-
cation’s School Safety Divi-
sion to keep students safe.

“Student safety is a top 
priority for the 111th Pre-
cinct,” Huerta said. “We pa-
trol all of the major student 
corridors to ensure that 
children make it safely to 
and from school.”

Police statistics also 
showed a slight increase 
in grand larcenies with 36 
this year compared to last 
year’s 31 and a rise in felony 
assaults to five compared 
from the year-ago figure of 
three.

According to police sta-
tistics, burglaries dropped 
from 14 to six, but were still 
relevant to what Huerta de-
scribed as a recent rash of 
automobile break-ins.

“People continue to 
leave credit cards, wallets, 
purses, computers, cur-
rency and other valuable 
items in vehicles,” Huerta 
said. “We ask that residents 
safeguard property and not 
afford criminals easy op-
portunities.”

Third-grader Lia Lopez (r.) explains a timeline presentation of her life on display at PS 159’s Celebration of Learning. Photo by Phil Corso

Students showcase success
PS 159 celebrates school’s best work at annual year-end fair

Overall crime rises 
slightly in 111th Pct.

Overall crime is slightly up for Commanding Officer Jason Huerta 
at the 111th Precinct, according to the NYPD.
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BY PHIL CORSO

They are more than 
halfway to their goal, but 
members of the Queensbor-
ough Community College 
Fund’s Edge for Success 
campaign still have a ways 
to go.

The group launched 
the public phase of its 
fund-raising campaign at 
Douglaston Manor, at 63-20 
Marathon Pkwy., to provide 
students with the resources 
needed to sustain a college 
education.

“The mission is to 
serve both the students and 
the community,” said Diane 
B. Call, interim president 
of the college. “The purpose 
of launching this fund-rais-
ing campaign is to support 
what we do.”

The foundation has 
already raised $21 million 
through what it called a 
silent campaign, according 
to Edge for Success Chair-
woman Charlene Prounis. 

The foundation set out to 
raise $25 million by 2015.

Prounis, a 1976 gradu-
ate of QCC, said by provid-
ing students with scholar-
ships to stay in school, the 
investment goes beyond 
their graduations as they 
become active members of 
the community.

“Queensborough Com-
munity College helps build 
the American Dream,” 
Prounis said.

Dr. Daniel Marcus, 
who serves on the ACC 
Fund’s board of directors, 
said the money raised was 
well worth the wait and 
would go toward meaning-
ful programs and projects.

“This money will be 
put to work,” Marcus said. 
“It’s a great bargain for 
one’s fund-raising dollar.”

According to Prounis, 
Edge for Success exists to 
provide enriched learn-
ing experiences to QCC 
students through scholar-
ships, allowing them to 
stay in school and complete 

their degrees.
“At the end of the day, 

this money becomes that 
little dab of grease that 
makes the wheels continue 
to roll,” said Mark Kupfer-
berg, chairman of the QCC 
Fund.

Chika Ugbala received 
a merit scholarship to study 

health sciences at the col-
lege and said it was crucial 
to her ability to obtain an 
education.

“Without this gener-
ous scholarship, I could not 
help others as the college 
helped me,” Ugbala said.

The campaign also 
supports faculty research 

as well as the college’s cul-
tural institutions, such as 
the Kupferberg Holocaust 
Resource Center, art gal-
lery and performing arts 
center. The money will also 
be dispersed throughout 
the college’s 17 academic de-
partments, the college said.

“I see a great diversity 

of talent from the students,” 
said Dr. Arthur Flug, execu-
tive director of the college’s 
Harriet and Kenneth Kup-
ferberg Holocaust Resource 
Center and Archives.

The students’ schol-
arships are not given out 
based on financial need, 
but on merit, according to 
QCC Vice President for In-
stitutional Advancement 
Rosemary Sullivan Zins.

Sullivan Zins said 
the initial fund-raising 
campaign started in 1999 
through a larger City Uni-
versity of New York cam-
paign and has since raised 
more than $21 million 
through private donations. 
She said the group hoped 
to collect the remaining $4 
million through public do-
nations.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Dr. Arthur Flug (at podium) explains how scholarships made possible through the Edge for Success 
campaign benefit students at Queensborough Community College. Photo by Phil Corso

QCC campaign starts scholarship fund’s public phase

The union representing employees at the Pathmark in Long Island City say they are preparing for a 
still-unconfirmed closure. Photo by Nykeema Williams

BY REBECCA HENELY

A spokeswoman from 
The Great Atlantic & Pacif-
ic Tea Company, Inc. said 
Wednesday the Pathmark 
in Long Island City, a major 
supermarket in the neigh-
borhood, is set to close at 
the end of August.

“While this is a very 
difficult circumstance for 
our associates, custom-
ers, partners and the local 
communities, we remain 
focused on providing great 
value and service to our 
customers,” A&P spokes-
woman Marcy Connor said 
in a statement.

Rumors had been fly-
ing over whether or not 
the supermarket, which 
is located at 42-02 North-
ern Blvd., would be clos-
ing. Kate Meckler, spokes-
woman for United Food and 
Commercial Workers Local 

342, which represents the 
employees, said Tuesday 
the union was  waiting to 
see whether or not Path-
mark would shut its doors.

“We’re kind of wonder-
ing what’s going on,” she 
said before the A&P state-
ment.

But Connor said the 

company had informed 
members of the union 
about its plans toward the 
end of May.

“We notified our union 

partners on May 23, and 
we began notifying associ-
ates on May 29,” Connor 
said. “As part of the store 
closing process, future as-
signments will be handled 
pursuant to associate’s re-
spective collective bargain-
ing agreements.”

Connor said the late 
August closing date will 
be four months before the 
Pathmark’s current lease 
has run out.

Pathmark has faced 
increased competition from 
nationwide discounters 
in the neighborhood, such 
as Costco and BJ’s, which 
opened after the supermar-
ket put down its roots on 
Northern Boulevard, ac-
cording to one woman who 
lives in the area.

Pathmark, one of the 
first supermarket grocery 
chains, was begun by three 
men — Herb Brody, Mil-

ton Perlmutter and Alex 
Aidekman — in 1968. In 
addition to its numerous 
locations throughout New 
York, New Jersey, and Del-
aware, it has three other 
Queens stores in Ozone 
Park, Springfield Gardens 
and Whitestone.

Another supermar-
ket chain owned by A&P 
that has locations in the 
borough is Waldbaum’s, 
which has stores in Jack-
son Heights, College Point, 
Whitestone, Bayside, Bay 
Terrace, Belle Harbor, two 
in Flushing and two in 
Howard Beach.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

LIC Pathmark will shut doors at summer’s end
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mirror the population of 
the entire country, includ-
ing race and ethnicity — 
which is why Queens is a 
logical stop for the roving 
team of medical profession-
als who visit 15 counties ev-
ery year.

“This is a gold mine 
for us,” said Jacque De-
Matteis, a study manager. 
“If it’s on our green Earth, 
we can probably find it in 
Queens.”

Volunteers who were 
selected came to the park-
ing lot of Queens Hospital 
Center to get blood work 
done and have their teeth 
and body fat examined. 
Through a touch-screen 
computer program, they 
anonymously disclosed 
their sexual habits, alcohol 
and tobacco use.

In one room, as Cris-
tina Carrion-Tepus was 
recalling everything she 

ate over the last 24 hours, 
a table full of various-sized 
bowls and glasses were 
there to help her remember 
portion sizes.

Babies are measured 
with the precision of a mi-
crometer, and some par-
ticipants wore physical 
activity monitors for days 
to track how many calories 
their bodies burned.

All the information 
is complied as a set of raw 
data — a document that 
might seem overwhelming 
to anyone outside of the 
medical field — but one of 
the most important tools 
for health researchers, ac-
cording to DeMatteis.

In the past, doctors 
were able to correlate el-
evated lead levels in blood 
samples to health problems, 
which caused the metal 
to be removed from paint, 
gasoline and soda cans, she 
said.

Other researchers 
used the data to analyze the 

diets of pregnant women 
who had babies with birth 
defects. The data showed a 
relationship between low 
levels of folic acid and the 
defects.

The data have been col-
lected for 50 years, which 
enables convenient com-
parisons to be made to the 
health of Americans dating 
back to the 1970s.

Charts from the agency 
continue to show an alarm-
ing rise in diabetes, and 
a shift away from healthy 
foods for the country’s chil-
dren. For example, from 
1977 to 2001, the average 
intake of pizza for children 
aged 6 to 11 has increased 
by 425 percent, while that 
of vegetables has decreased 
43 percent.

The research is public-
ly available and computer-
based and also determines 
growth charts for children.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.
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CDC
Park was required to 

get a special permit from 
the city to build the spa, 
which would not normally 
be allowed under the cur-
rent zoning laws.

His application was 
first presented to CB 7 in 
October, but the board rec-
ommended the proposal be 
denied on the grounds that 
it would be too difficult to 
build in the soggy marsh-
land of College Point, ac-
cording to CB 7’s decision.

Board members also 
cited Park’s inexperience 
in running a spa as to why 
his application should have 
been denied.

Then in December, 
Marshall also recom-
mended that the proposal 
be denied on the grounds 
that there would not be ad-
equate parking.

But at the behest of the 
BSA, the city Department 
of Buildings analyzed the 
proposed parking plan and 
found it adequate, accord-
ing to the decision.

Park received adamant 
support from state Sen. 

Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who took Marshall and the 
board to task for opposing 
what he called a reasonable 
plan.

Avella’s support did not 
waiver, even when another 
property owned by Park 
was raided by the Queens 
district attorney and sev-
eral employees there were 
charged with permitting 
prostitution.

The property is called 
the Kew Motor Inn, a noto-
rious hot sheets motel that 

District Attorney Richard 
Brown referred to as a sus-
pected “haven” for prosti-
tutes and pimps.

In the wake of the raid, 
Avella said Park himself 
was not implicated in any 
wrongdoing and has since 
made changes to how the 
hotel is run.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.
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Alan Sigman (l.) and H. Irving Sigman present plans for a spa in 
College Point. The city recently approved a permit to build.

achieving the rank of cor-
poral, before enrolling at 
York. The Flushing native 
said he decided on military 
service when he was a ju-
nior at Benjamin Cardozo 
High School.

“Seeing my family’s 
financial situation and I 
wanted to be more indepen-
dent, I thought it would be 
the best to take care of my-
self financially,” he said.

After heading to the 
U.S. Marine Corps base in 
Camp Lejeune, N.C., Wan 
was deployed twice to Iraq, 
where the young man was 
confronted with firefights, 
improvised explosive de-
vices and the death of one 
of his friends.

Wan said the transition 
back to civilian life seemed 
daunting at first, especially 
entering a collegiate setting 
where he feared he would 
not be able to relate to those 
around him.

“I had been hearing 
from a lot of friends that 
they were having a difficult 
time adjusting, like just 

holding back their thoughts 
and not screaming their 
heads off at fellow students 
or teachers,” he said.

Those fears were as-
suaged during one of his 
first visits to the college.

“While I was still in 
the military I came home 
to check out schools. I went 
to St. John’s and to York 
and when I got to York the 
first person I saw was Dr. 
[Emmanuel] Chang,” said 
Wan, who was interested 
in the college’s Physician 
Assistant Program. “He 
was doing something else 
and he dropped that to help 
me. I knew this was where I 

wanted to be.”
“There were a lot of 

different professors and 
students who were very 
open-minded. Even though 
they were unfamiliar with 
what I went through, they 
were willing to accept it,” 
he added.

After three years in 
college, Wan is graduating 
with a 3.99 grade-point av-
erage, which represents an-
other of the veteran’s major 
accomplishments.

“It’s ironic. It took me 
three tries to pass chemis-
try in high school and now 
I will be applying to medi-
cal school after majoring 
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Police Department parking 
permit, the DA said. Unlike 
genuine parking permits, 
this permit did not have 
any serial number or offi-
cer’s name, the DA said.

Elrida told authorities 
the permits were his and 
that no one else had ac-
cess to the vehicle, and he 
was arrested that day, the 
DA said. He was arraigned 
May 17 in Manhattan Crim-
inal Court on two counts of 
criminal possession of a 
forged instrument, the DA 
said.

Since the arrest he 
has been held in prison on 
$100,000 cash and $300,000 
bond, a spokeswoman for 
the DA said. During the 
bail application process, it 
came up that the FBI has 
been investigating whether 
Elrida has been launder-
ing money for Hezbollah, 
a militant Lebanese Shia 

Muslim group classified as 
a terrorist organization by 
the United States and other 
countries, the spokeswom-
an said.

Elrida was required 
to surrender his passport 
at his last court date, the 
spokeswoman said.

The Astoria resident 
had previously pleaded 
guilty Jan. 29, 2008, in 
Queens Criminal Court to 
trademark counterfeiting, 
a Queens district attorney’s 
office spokeswoman said.

Through using a 
search warrant, an officer 
had discovered thousands 
of fake Nike Sneakers in a 
unit Elrida had rented at 
the Storage Deluxe, at 38-
01 47th Ave. in Sunnyside, 
Dec. 15, 2006, according to a 
criminal complaint. Rental 
receipts for the property 
had been found in his ve-
hicle, the complaint said.

He received a con-
ditional discharge, the 
Queens DA said.
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York College valedictorian Tony Wan (r.) poses with Sgt. Esteban 
Soza (l.) and Staff Sgt. Richard Vergara during his first tour of duty 
in Iraq. Photo courtesy Tony Wan

in chemistry at York,” he 
said.

Wan, who was born 
in Belize to Chinese immi-
grants, came to the United 
States when he was 3. He is 
the first person in his fam-
ily to go to college and is 
interested in studying neu-
rology in order to help vet-
erans and others who suf-
fer from nerve damage and 
neurological disorders.

He will be applying to 
medical schools this sum-
mer and is partial to SUNY 
Downstate Medical and 
Stony Brook University.

In his valedictorian 
speech for York’s 42nd 
commencement exercises 
Friday, he imparted a few 
words of wisdom to his 
1,003 classmates, at least 
seven of whom are fellow 
veterans.

“There are bigger and 
better challenges coming 
along the way,” he told the 
class of 2012. “Those chal-
lenges will allow them to 
discover themselves.”
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