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Members of Cheer New York perform on 37th Avenue during the annual Queens Pride Parade. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Dromm says he 
was attacked 

by truck driver
BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Daniel 
Dromm (D-Jackson Heights) said 
Thursday a truck driver assault-
ed him and stole his iPhone after 
the councilman took pictures of 
the man’s double-parked tractor 
trailer adjacent to the Trade Fair 
on 37th Avenue and 75th Street.

John Muriel has been 
charged with assault, petit larce-
ny, criminal possession of stolen 
property and harassment as a re-
sult of the incident, Dromm told a 
news conference. The Queens dis-
trict attorney confirmed that he 
had been arrested.

“I’m not going to have it,” 
Dromm said, “and I’m not afraid 
of these guys.”

The councilman said the al-
tercation occurred Wednesday 
at around 12:20 p.m., after he re-
turned from a City Council hear-
ing. He had parked at the south-

Queens pride celebrates 20 years

BY PHIL CORSO

The sidewalks along 37th 
Avenue in Jackson Heights were 
jammed with a crowd of more 
than 40,000 spectators Sunday as 
a colorful, booming celebration of 
gay pride emanated from the pa-
rade floats passing by.

Twenty years since its incep-
tion, the Queens Pride Parade and 
Multicultural Festival capped off 
the Queens Pride weekend with 
singing, dancing and a gathering 
that some visitors said had grown 
to become a greater part of the 
community.

“People have definitely 
seemed more interested over 
the years,” said Tony Matulis, 
of Brooklyn. “It’s good to see 
more and more groups of people 
coming, including families and 

Continued on Page 17

Parade salutes new
era for gay marriage 
with elected offi cials

Continued on Page 16
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in borough Fiesta Crawl
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BY REBECCA HENELY

A Corona woman 
pleaded guilty to assault 
and unlawfully practicing 
medicine last week for per-
forming a liposuction and 
fat re-injection on a client 
that nearly killed her, the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office said.

Barbara Nieto, 29, 
of 58th Avenue and 99th 
Street in Corona, admitted 
her crime in court before 
Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Barry Kron May 30, 
the DA said. Kron plans to 
sentence her to two years 
in prison and three years’ 
post-release supervision 
Aug. 8, the DA said. In addi-
tion, Nieto will have to pay 
$180,000 to her previous cli-
ents, the DA said.

“The defendant held 
out the false promise of be-
ing able to provide her vic-
tim with a more attractive 
appearance,” District At-
torney Richard Brown said 
in a statement. “Instead, 
she nearly caused the death 
of the young woman by 
performing medical pro-
cedures for which she was 
neither licensed to perform 
nor capable of perform-
ing.”

Nieto held New York 
Department of State licens-
es for beauty enhancement 
businesses, but did not have 
the licenses to perform 
the procedures or practice 
medicine, the DA said. De-
spite this, she operated two 
spas, Perfect Image Steth-
ics, at Junction Boulevard 
near 41st Avenue in Co-

rona, and Bell Stetika Es-
thetics and Spa, on Corona 
Avenue near 94th Street in 
Elmhurst, the DA said.

A 23-year-old woman 
had come to Nieto’s Perfect 
Image business on March 
20, 2010, for a $500 proce-
dure that would remove 
some fat from her stom-
ach and put it in her but-
tocks, the DA said. Nieto 
performed the procedure, 
injecting her with a pain-
reliever, using a machine 
to take out the stomach fat, 
injecting the pain reliever 
into the buttocks and put-
ting the fat into her but-
tocks, the DA said. After 
it was over, Nieto said the 
woman would need to have 
follow-up massage sessions, 

the DA said.
A few days after the 

re-injection the client suf-
fered severe pain and high 
fever, the DA said. She went 
to Flushing Hospital March 
27 after finding it difficult 
to walk, the DA said. Doc-
tors there found she had ab-
scesses, or a buildup of pus, 
in both buttocks and put 
her through a surgery that 
required her to remain in 
the hospital afterward for 
five days, the DA said.

If untreated, she would 
have died from septic infec-
tion, the DA said.

“The unfortunate re-
ality of these unsafe pro-
cedures can be lifelong 
deformity and even death,” 
city Health Commissioner 

Dr. Thomas Farley said in a 
statement. “We urge anyone 
considering cosmetic sur-
gery to have it performed 
by a licensed, reputable 
health care provider.”

Nieto has performed 
this procedure on more 
than 100 people, according 
to consent forms retrieved 
from her offices, although 
they had not suffered the 
same medical emergency, 
the DA said.

She has been free on 
her own recognizance 
since she was arrested, the 
DA said. Her $180,000 res-
titution, which includes a 
$130,000 confession of judg-
ment, must be paid before 
her sentencing, the DA 
said.

 BY REBECCA HENELY

Shoppers were sur-
prised and disappointed af-
ter learning that the Great 
Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co. 
has announced plans to 
close its Long Island City-
Astoria location at the end 
of August.

“I have to drive so far 
to do my shopping,” said 
Woodside resident Nora 
Watanasuparp. “It’s not 
fair.”

A&P, which owns mul-
tiple supermarket chains, 
said in a statement last 
week that the Pathmark, 
at 42-02 Northern Blvd., 
would be shutting its doors 
and any potential reassign-
ments for the employees 
would be handled on a case-
by-case basis.

“While this is a very 
difficult circumstance for 
our associates, custom-
ers, partners and the local 
communities, we remain 
focused on providing great 
value and service to our 
customers,” spokeswoman 

March Connor said in a 
statement.

A&P did not cite a 
reason for the closure. The 
Long Island City Pathmark 
will be closing four months 
prior to the end of its lease.

The supermarket is 
among many commercial 
properties along Northern 
Boulevard, such as auto 
dealerships and super-
stores like Best Buy and 
The Home Depot. Many 
shoppers interviewed by 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
said they went to the store 
at least once a week.

“I like the store,” said 
Woodside resident Eliza-
beth Horak. “It’s very clean 
and it has good prices and 
the people who work here 
are all very pleasant.”

Horak said she some-
times shops at a Key Food 
where she lives, but she 
would have to find a new 
place to buy the gluten-free 
products she needs when 
the Pathmark store closes.

Some customers said 

Barbara Nieto admitted to performing a liposuction procedure on a woman at her spa, which once 
operated out of this Corona address, that put her client in the hospital. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Lipo lady gets fat sentence
Judge set to put illegal Corona spa owner behind bars for two years

Pathmark closing
 irks area shoppers

Queens residents from multiple neighborhoods said they shopped 
at least once a week at the Long Island City Pathmark, which is set 
to close. Photo by Nykeema Williams

Continued on Page 17
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THE MARY LOUIS ACADEMY
Excellence in Education for Young Women Since 1936

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2012

The class of 2012 
received scholarships 

totaling almost 
$30 million.

 100% earned a 
New York States 
Regents Diploma

† National Honor Society - Gold Honor Cord           * CLS Award - Blue Honor Cord           ◊ Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation

VICTORIA MIA STIVANELLO – VALEDICTORIAN 
Accepted into the following colleges and universities: Case Western 

LAUREN EMMA McMANUS - SALUTATORIAN 
Accepted into the following colleges and universities: 

176-21 Wexford Terrace, Jamaica Estates, NY  11432 Chartered by the New York State Board of Regents.  Accredited by the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Schools, Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph. Brentwood, NY
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Student’s design earns top prize at School for the Deaf
Stephanie Talavera wins honors for videophone booth creation at Lexington in Jackson Heights
BY REBECCA HENELY

A student from Jack-
son Heights’ Lexington 
School for the Deaf got to 
place calls to Borough Pres-
ident Helen Marshall and 
deaf actor Russell Harvard 
last week as a reward for 
designing the institution’s 
new videophone booth.

“I was so surprised 
someone told me I was the 
winner,” Stephanie Talave-
ra, who is in the 12th-grade 
at Lexington, said through 
an American Sign Lan-
guage interpreter. “And I’m 
really excited today.”

Lexington School for 
the Deaf, at 30th Avenue 
and 75th Street, has used 
videophones from the Salt 
Lake City-based company 
Sorenson Communica-
tions for the last five years, 
said school CEO Manuel 
Mosquera. In buying its 

latest videophone booth, 
the school decided to hold 
a contest for the students 
to create the videophone 
booth’s exterior.

“We wanted to come 
up with an opportunity to 
show off the creativeness 
of our students,” Mosquera 
said.

Talavera’s design in-
corporates many symbols 
of both the school and New 
York City. It includes the 
icon of the school’s mas-
cots, the Lexington Blue-
jays, as well as replicas of 
the Empire State Building 
and the Brooklyn Bridge. 
The design also features a 
“Big Apple,” which has the 
ASL symbol for “I love you” 
on it. Talavera’s name and 
the Sorenson logo can also 
be seen on the booth.

For winning the con-
test, Talavera received an 
iPad 2 and got to phone 

Marshall and Harvard, 
who had roles in the Paul 
Thomas Anderson film 
“There Will Be Blood” and 
the off-Broadway show 

“Tides.”
The booth includes a 

remote and a screen that 
shows images of both the 
signer and the deaf/hard-

of-hearing person they are 
calling, or an ASL inter-
preter signing on behalf of 
the hearing person on the 
other line.

Ann Bardsley, spokes-
woman for Sorenson, said 
a flashing light alerts deaf 
users that they are getting 
a call and a ringtone lets 
hearing users know they 
are getting a call from a 
deaf friend or relative.

“It empowers students 
to connect with their par-
ents and friends and teach-
ers,” Bardsley said.

When calling Mar-
shall, Talavera was able to 
converse through an ASL 
interpreter whom she saw 
on video, but she signed to 
Harvard directly.

“I congratulate Steph-
anie on her winning art 
design and wish her every 
success following her up-
coming graduation from 

Lexington School for the 
Deaf,” Marshall said in a 
statement about the call.

Julie Gelfand, spokes-
woman for Lexington, said 
by calling both a hearing 
person and a deaf person, 
the calls were indicative 
of the school’s mission to 
build gaps between the deaf 
and the hearing world.

“It’s kind of a symbolic 
representation of that mis-
sion,” she said.

Runners-up for the 
contest included ninth-
grader Ryan McNamara, 
10th-grader Jackie Lalescu 
and 11th-graders Shan-
non Williams and Artavia 
Goode. They all received 
Kindle Fires.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Stephanie Talavera won a contest to transform the new video 
phone booth for the Lexington School for the Deaf. Her design in-
corporated elements of New York City and the school. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely
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Queens Botanical Garden Executive Director Susan Lacerte gives 
out certificates to graduates of the Green Jobs Program. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Botanic Gds. alums 
eye city’s green jobs

BY JOE ANUTA

In addition to serving 
as the borough’s premier 
showcase of Mother Na-
ture, the Queens Botani-
cal Garden also discreetly 
functions as a jobs program 
campus for unemployed 
New Yorkers, or those just 
wanting to change their ca-
reers.

The Green Jobs Train-
ing Program graduated 
its latest class of students 
Monday. The program has 
produced six classes of 
students who study one of 
three fields — sustainable 
waste management, sus-
tainable landscape design 
and maintenance as well as 
green cleaning and house-
keeping. 

“I really want to see 
you all with great jobs,” 
said Gennadyi Gurman, an 
instructor for the program.

Gurman and other in-
structors taught students 
for each week or two course 
at the garden, and the re-
sults have been encourag-
ing.

Out of the first class 
of 23 people who graduated 
in October, 82 percent have 
jobs. The second class of 18 
people who graduated in 
December boasted a 75 per-
cent job placement rate.

The numbers dwindle 
as the graduating classes 
become more recent — the 
latest class that graduated 
in April has a 26 percent 
job placement rate — but in 
total about 60 percent of the 

students across all class-
es now have jobs , which 
means 82 are working now 
who were either not work-
ing before or were not 
satisfied with their work, 
according to the executive 
director of the garden, who 
could not believe the proj-
ect was such a success.

“This started as a 
dream three years ago,” 
said Susan Lacerte.

In order to accomplish 
that dream, the garden 
partnered with LaGuardia 
Community College, which 
is known for its job-place-
ment record, along with 
other organizations.

Aisha Smith gradu-
ated from a previous class, 
but during the ceremony 
championed the program 
as a lifeline during hard 
times.

“I felt very down be-
cause I couldn’t find a job,” 
she said.

But after Smith en-
rolled in the program, she 
landed a job with New York 
City-based Tri-State Biodie-
sel, which recycles kitchen 
grease to use as fuel.

“Now I want to get out 
there and teach everything 
that I’ve learned,” she said.

The program boasts 
three types of certificates: 
cleaning and housekeep-
ing, sustainable landscape 
design and maintenance 
and waste management.

The waste manage-
ment students studied the 
waste of the garden as a 

Bloomy targets big sodas
Backlash over 32-ounce sugary drink ban fails to deter mayor

BY PHIL CORSO
 
Queens leaders had unyielding 

words for Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
after hearing of his intentions to ban 
large sugary drinks in the city, argu-
ing that he should explore other av-
enues to lessen the waist size of New 
Yorkers.

The mayor’s proposed ban would 
restrict the sale of non-diet sugary 
drinks throughout city delis, fast-food 
establishments, sports arenas and 
more to a size no larger than 16 fluid 
ounces, or a typical medium-sized 
coffee. If approved by the city Board 
of Health, the restriction could go into 
effect as early as March 2013.

“New York City is not about 
wringing your hands; it’s about do-
ing something,” Bloomberg said at a 
news conference at City Hall. “I think 
that’s what the public wants the may-
or to do.”

The ban, however, would not 
affect the sale of diet drinks, fruit 
drinks, alcoholic drinks and dairy-
based beverages like milk shakes. It 
also would not restrict the selling of 
such beverages in grocery or conve-
nience stores.

The ban would also not include 
drinks with less than 25 calories per 
8-ounce serving, such as diet sodas or 
unsweetened iced teas.

“The increase in sugary drink 
consumption is the largest single 
cause of the rise in calories in the 
American diet in the last 40 years,” 
Bloomberg said. “Many studies show 
consumption of these beverages is 
linked to weight gain and obesity and, 

more recently, diabetes and heart dis-
ease.”

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) said although he agreed with 
the mayor’s intentions to reduce obe-
sity in the city, moving to ban large 

City Health Commissioner Thomas Farley, accompanied by Deputy Mayor for Health and 
Human Services Linda Gibbs, discusses the mayor’s proposed ban on the sale of large so-
das and other sugary drinks. AP Photo/Richard Drew

Tensions fl are in hot race for House seat
BY JOE ANUTA

 
The race for the newly 

created congressional seat 
in Flushing became more 
contentious over the last 
week, with accusations fly-
ing between candidates, 
their competitors and 
Queens civic groups even 
as the hopefuls picked up 
more endorsements.

A June 26 Democratic 
Party primary is set for 
the seat, which is based 
in Flushing and extends 
westward through Forest 
Hills to portions of western 
Queens and east through 
Fresh Meadows. One can-
didate has accused another 
of propagating misleading 
campaign literature.

The campaign of state 
Assemblywoman Grace 

Meng (D-Flushing) took is-
sue with a mailer sent by 
her opponent, Assembly-
man Rory Lancman (D-
Fresh Meadows), in which 
Lancman said he was “the 
only one who fought for the 
Millionaire’s Tax in the As-
sembly.”

Meng’s camp dis-
agreed and cited an op-ed 
she wrote in support of the 
measure in 2011, her promi-

nent presence in news con-
ferences on the subject and 
statements she had made in 
support of the tax, which 
was eventually extended.

“While Rory Lanc-
man was busy relishing in 
his self-promotion, Grace 
Meng was in Albany build-
ing bridges with her col-
leagues and negotiating the 
agreement that actually 
delivered real tax relief for 

struggling, middle-class 
families in Queens,” a 
spokesman for Meng said. 
“Assemblywoman Meng 
is proud to be a part of the 
team that rolled up their 
sleeves and got the job 
done. We have enough self-
serving, headline-chasing 
politicians in Washington, 
D.C.”

But Lancman’s camp 
firmly stood by the state-
ment, saying, “If Meng was 
a leader in the fight for tax 
fairness, it must have been 
a top-secret operation.”

The campaign cited 
Lancman’s op-eds in the 
Daily News and The Huff-
ington Post, as well as in 
the upstate Times Union 
in 2008 before Meng was 
elected. The campaign also 

The June 26 Democratic Primary for the Flushing congressional 
seat is approaching for City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (l.-
r.) Assembly members Rory Lancman and Grace Meng and Bayside 
allergist Dr. Robert Mittman. 

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44
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BY JOE ANUTA

At the Queens College 
commencement ceremony 
last Thursday, graduates 
got a little bit of advice from 
the voice of the Amazin’s.

Howie Rose, the an-
nouncer for the New York 
Mets and the New York 
Islanders, spoke about his 
dogged pursuit of a sports 
broadcasting career after 
he graduated from the in-
stitution in 1977.

“The career you want 
is well within your grasp, 
as long as you are willing to 
pay the price to get there,” 
said Rose, whose trademark 
baritone made it seem like 
he was giving a play-by-
play of his past instead of 
delivering an address to 
about 2,500 graduates and 
the thousands more sitting 
in the warm sun on the 
lawn of the campus.

Rose started paying 
his price long before he 

reached Queens College.
As a youngster, Rose 

was obsessed with sports. 
He would attend New York 
Rangers games armed with 
a tape recorder into which 
he would announce the 
game, annoying anyone sit-
ting near him.

While at Queens Col-
lege, Rose started his career 
at a company called Sports-
phone, where customers 
could call in to hear a re-
cording of his voice giving 
out the latest sports news. 
In fact, Rose convinced the 
school to give him 13 cred-
its for his work there.

And that work paid off: 
The Queens native has also 
worked at CBS and NBC 
and bagged two Emmys.

“Do not let others dis-
suade you from your cho-
sen profession,” Rose said, 
likely thinking of all the 
people who dissuaded him.

The college also gave 
out an honorary degree to 

another former student: 
philanthropist and publish-
ing magnate Sara Miller 
McCune.

McCune made a name 
for herself through her 
company SAGE,  which has 

offices all over the globe.
McCune also runs a 

charitable foundation that 
funds educational oppor-
tunities for low-income 
youngsters in her native 
California.

She urged students to 
seek wealth in the form of 
“social capital,” which she 
defined as the benefits of 
working together with dif-
ferent groups to have a posi-
tive impact on the world.

“To me, that’s much 
more valuable than mak-
ing or having millions of 
dollars,” said McCune, who 
happens to have both social 
capital and millions of dol-
lars.

The philanthropist has 
donated some of those mil-
lions to building schools in 
developing countries and 
starting a nonprofit maga-
zine, among other projects.

Several potential mil-
lionaires may have been sit-
ting in the audience listen-
ing to McCune’s words, but 
according to the class vale-
dictorian Yakov Yakubov, 
a little bit of luck will be 
needed for the graduates to 
achieve their dreams.

The neuroscience ma-
jor reminded all of those 
in attendance that they 
were already lucky to have 
been born into supportive 
families and lucky enough 
to have graduated from 

Queens College students, including Geraldine Curatolo (c.) jump out of their chairs as the ceremony 
wraps up. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY REBECCA HENELY

Coming from more 
than 100 different countries 
and many walks of life, 
Queensborough Commu-
nity College’s class of 2012 
received their diplomas to 
the delight of their parents 
and professors Friday.

“I love it. I love this 
school,” said graduate 
Grahn Cooledge, a 26-year-
old Kew Gardens resident. 
“It’s been really helpful to 
me. It’s really grown me 
up.”

The ceremony took 
place at the athletic field 
of the college, at 222-05 
56th Ave. in Bayside, and 
featured not only distin-
guished speakers such as 
Borough President Helen 

Marshall, U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) and 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone), but also 
a bringing together of the 
past and present as students 
from Queensborough’s first 
graduating class in 1962 re-
turned for the commence-
ment.

“We are so proud of 
you graduating today,” said 
Alexandra Tarasko, a nurs-
ing professor at Queens-
borough. “We know what 
you went through, all our 
exams and papers, and we 
know you had outside re-
sponsibilities.”

The commencement 
speaker for the event was 
state Education Commis-
sioner Dr. John King, who 
applauded the persever-

ance of the graduates and 
encouraged them to become 
mentors to the younger gen-
eration.

“I am inspired by you 
and I am inspired by what 
you have and will achieve 
for our own city and state,” 
King said.

Interim President Di-
ana Bova said the class of 
2012’s nearly 2,000 gradu-
ates hail from 129 coun-
tries and speak 99 different 
native languages. Six of the 
graduates were also veter-
ans.

Hogan Levermann, 
52, of Ridgewood, lost his 
leg in the Iraq War and ac-
cepted his diploma for his 
associate degree in applied 
science. He is currently at-

First class of Queensborough 
returns for 2012 graduation

York sends 1,003 scholars
out into brave new world

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Through his service 
in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
which included two tours 
of duty in Iraq, Tony Wan 
faced and conquered chal-
lenges many of his York 
College classmates have 
never experienced.

But on Friday, the 
25-year-old valedictorian 
told the class of 2012 how 
similar the difficulties of 
combat and college could 
be, and how appreciative 
he was to be able to make 
it through one and then the 
other. 

At 1,003 graduates, 
the class of 2012 was York’s 
largest graduating class to 
date.

Wan, who put his col-

lege dreams on hold for 
four years after graduat-
ing from Cardozo High 
School, told his classmates 
how after 13 weeks of boot 
camp, he endured the Ma-
rine Corps’ rite of passage 
known as the Crucible.

As he carried 40 
pounds of gear over 48 
miles of terrain through 54 

hours of combat exercises, 
Wan’s eyes watered from 
smoke, his ears rang from 
explosions and his nose 
closed from the acrid smell 
of gunpowder that sur-
rounded him. The food and 
sleep depravation he expe-
rienced during this test, he 
said, was not unlike that he 

Tony Wan (c.) is honored by York College Provost Ivelaw Griffith (l.) 
and President Monica Keiz. Photo by Nat Valentine

Continued on Page 44

Continued on Page 44 Continued on Page 44

Queens College grads get tips from Met man
2,500 walk across stage on pristine spring day as announcer Howie Rose tells tales of a unique career

GRADUATION
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• IN COOPERATION WITH MASPETH KIWANIS & MASPETH LIONS 

GRAND AVENUE FESTIVAL
65th to 71st Streets 
Sunday, June 10, 2012,  12 noon to 5 PM

Limited Vendor Space Available CALL 646-230-0668

Also scheduled: 

 

— E V E N T  S P O N S O R S —

—  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  S P O N S O R S :  —

Don’t  Miss The Fun!

Entertainment Stage 
Located at:

66-28 Grand Avenue

 

 

show times subject to change
Aiello & Cannick

Amalgamated Bank

Connolly's Corner

Crux Bar

Fame Restaurant

Glendale Bake Shop

Grand Florist

Michael J. Falco, Attorney

Bernard G. Helldorfer, Attorney

Home Hunters Real Estate

Iavarone Bros. of Isabella's Ice

Key Food

Knockout Pest Control

Martin Luther School

Masone, White, Penkava & 
Cristofari

Maspeth

Maspeth Hall

Maspeth Lock & Safe

Maspeth Press Printers

O'Kane Realty

Papavero Funeral Home

Barbara Pryor, Attorney

Joan Sammon

69th Street Beverage

Vona & Vona LLP

Jamaica Bay pond yields great day for bird watching
BY MICHAEL GIVANT

It is a sunny, mild day 
at the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge in Queens, but there 
are few of the migrating 
birds I would expect to be 
here in mid-May.

In the West Pond there 
is almost nothing. Some 
ruddy ducks not yet in their 
summer plumage reward 
my morning efforts by al-
lowing me to see the differ-
ence between the males and 
females. She has a brown 
streak on her otherwise 
white cheek patch while he 
does not.

It is a nice distinction 
but is not worth the hour 
drive to get here.

I eat a sandwich, then 
walk across Cross Bay Bou-
levard to the east side of 
the refuge. Birding is often 
about timing and maybe my 
luck will be better there. 
In the blind at Big John’s 
Pond there are two photog-
raphers with long lenses 

working in total silence.
On a stick protruding 

from the pond in front of 
the blind is a posing snowy 
egret. Nicknamed “golden 
slippers” for its bright yel-
low feet, which stand out in 
contrast to its black legs, the 
heron is offering a profile. I 
get several shots before the 
elegant egret flies.

While I am photo-
graphing the bird, I am not 
really looking at its char-
acteristics. I make a note 
to see if the feathers at the 
base of its bill are red, in-
dicating that it is a breed-
ing bird when I look at the 
images. While I am taking 
notes, two ducks come by 
right in front of the blind, 
but I cannot get my camera 
up and ready in time before 
they leave.

At East Pond, there are 
feeding mute swans. I watch 
the A train, with a full load 
of cars, rumble along the 
tracks across from the 
pond. This juxtaposition of 

nature and modernity al-
ways gives me pause. Back 
at the blind there is a ma-
ture, yellow-crowned night 
heron standing on a limb 
of a fallen tree that is a foot 
above the water.

The yellow-crowned 
is a chunky heron that 
has a bluish gray body, a 
black head with pale yel-
low cheek patches and a 
yellowish crown. The bird’s 
long breeding plumes add 
to its striking appearance. 
As I am photographing the 
bird, I am glad to see that 
its dark, rust-colored eyes 
stand out.

A black-crowned night-
heron flies to a branch in 
the pond’s rear corner. I 
soon notice that there are 
three others there partial-
ly concealed in the trees. 
Then without warning a 
splay-winged great egret 
descends from the blue sky 
to the branch where the yel-
low-crown is perching.

This is no contest. 

Even if the 24-inch yellow-
crowned wanted to stay, the 
intruder is significantly 
larger at 39 inches. The dis-
placed night heron, wings 
beating, hovers just above 
the stick where the snowy 
egret had been before. In 
the excitement of the mo-
ment, I do not remember if 
the yellow-crown landed on 
the stick, but I think not. 
Meanwhile, the great egret 
flies to the rear of the pond 
and stands in the water.

Big John’s Pond is of-
ten productive, but I never 
remember it being as busy 
as it has been this after-
noon. Having been at the 
refuge more than three 
hours and not possessing 
the Job-like patience of the 
two photographers, I leave.

This was the right 
place at the right time and 
makes up for a disappoint-
ing morning. Timing may 
not be everything, but it 
surely helped today.A yellow-crowned night-heron with long-breeding plume, stands 

on one leg. Photo by Michael Givant
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We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

   Hunter Douglas
 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

1 Luminette® 
Privacy Sheer or 
Modern Drapery

$100 off each 
additional unit

$50 off each 
additional unit

$50 off each 
additional unit

2 Pirouette® 
Window Shadings

2 Silhouette® 
Window Shadings

BUY PLUSSAVE
$100*

$100*

$100*
Silhouette® Window Shadings

Buy more, save more with these elegant 
light-diffusing window fashions, now through 
June 17. Plus, get a free LiteRise® cordless 
lifting system upgrade with your purchase 
of Silhouette® Window Shadings.

Pirouette® Window Shadings Luminette® Privacy Sheers and Modern Draperies

*  Manufacturer’s rebate and upgrade offers valid for qualifying purchases made 4/3/2012 – 6/17/2012. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase 
less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. © 2012 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. 
All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.
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CORONA — The 
NYPD was looking for help 
in finding a man suspected 
of an attempted kidnapping 
within the 115th Precinct, 
police said.

According to police, 
suspect Mark Synclair, 33, 
tried to kidnap a 7-year-old 
boy in front of PS 192, at 99-
01 34th Ave. The victim was 
able to struggle with the 
suspect and then run from 

the scene without any inju-
ries, police said.

The NYPD asks that 
anyone with information 
in regards to this case call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-
TIPS. The public can also 
submit tips by logging on to 
the Crime Stoppers website 
at nypdcrimestoppers.com 
or by texting their tips to 
274637 and then entering 
TIP577.

A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY R ATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic 
for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), 
and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance 
transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for 
all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of 
each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 
or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There 
is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign 
transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Federally isured by NCUA

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go to  

nymcu.org to apply today!

POLICE 

Blotter

EAST ELMHURST — A motorcyclist 
killed on Astoria Boulevard was identi-
fied by police Tuesday as 27-year-old Dean 
Mackey, of the Steinway section of Asto-
ria.

Mackey had been riding a Yamaha 
motorcycle eastbound near 90th Street at 
about 6:45 a.m. last Thursday when he was 
killed, according to the NYPD.

According to police, Mackey passed a 
Dodge Caravan and got in front of it, then 
he slowed down and was rear-ended.

The 18-year-old driver of the Caravan 
remained at the scene of the crash, the 
NYPD said.

Mackey was taken to Elmhurst Hospi-
tal Center, where he was pronounced dead, 
police said.

No criminality is suspected in the ac-
cident, and Tuesday police said the investi-
gation remained ongoing.

JAMAICA — Police were looking for help 
in finding a suspect wanted for grand larceny in 
Jamaica within the 102nd Precinct, the NYPD 
said.

According to police, a white man used a 
cloned bank card to steal money from someone 
else’s bank account April 29 around 6:30 p.m. in 
front of 80-35 Jamaica Ave. Police described the 
suspect as nearing 30 years old with a slim to 
medium build.

MASPETH — The NYPD was look-
ing for help in identifying and locating 
a suspect wanted for a bank robbery that 
occurred within the 108th Precinct, police 
said.

According to police, a 6-foot black man 
in his 40s walked into the Chase Bank, at 
54-12 48th St. in Maspeth, around 2 p.m. 
May 30 and handed one teller a note de-
manding money. Police also said the note 

stated he had a firearm.
The suspect then revealed a silver and 

black firearm, police said, before the tell-
er handed him an undisclosed amount of 
money. The suspect fled westbound on 54th 
Avenue, police said.

Officers described the man as wear-
ing a light blue shirt, jeans, a black base-
ball hat and sunglasses.

HEADSHOT

Police use a drag sled to determine the speed of 
the vehicles. Photo by Christina Santucci

Police were looking for a suspect, who they 
said stole money from another person’s 
bank account. Images courtesy NYPD

Police seek man in attempted kidnapping

Motorcyclist killed after getting rear-ended: Cops

Man who stole money from account sought

Cops seek man in 105th Precinct bank robbery
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9Queens’ tastemaster leads Fiesta Crawl
Foodie Jeff Orlick explores Latin American havens of Corona and Jackson Heights for tasty gems

BY SUZANNE PARKER

Tasting tours, and other culinary 
events are more of a calling than a busi-
ness proposition to Jeff Orlick.

It’s his way of giving back to the com-
munity that welcomed him when he was a 
newbie in Woodside and didn’t know a soul. 
When he first landed in the nabe about five 
years ago, he used ethnic food explorations 
as a way to meet his neighbors. He began 
blogging about what he discovered on his 
website and organizing food-centric meet-
ups, at which he developed a network of 
like-minded friends.

He developed a “Food Ambassador 
Program,” which brought eager diners to-
gether with a native of the country of the 
cuisine being consumed. He scoured the 
five boroughs to discover, and document, 
via an iPhone app: “The Real Pizza of New 
York.” You can download his mobile app at 
Real Pizza of New York at slice.seriouseats.
com/archives/2010/10/real-pizza-of-new-
york-iphone-app-is-a-pizza-lovers-must-
have.html.

A group of intrepid foodies followed 
Orlick on the Roosevelt Avenue Midnight 
Street Food Crawl. Most recently, he served 
as “Tastemaster” at the Queens Economic 
Development Corp.’s Taste of Queens.

But Orlick doesn’t regard himself as a 
conventional tour guide.

“I like to think of my tours more as 
like taking a walk with friends,” he con-
fided. “We discuss rather than me giving 
a lecture. I share what I’ve learned from 
hanging out and asking questions.”

Indeed, on his latest endeavor, the Fi-
esta Crawl, an exploration of Latino food 
vendors running from Jackson Heights 
to Corona, we meandered, ambled and di-
gressed as the whim took us.

The crawl commenced on 90th Street, 
where Orlick shmoozed with several Mexi-
can tamale ladies. They sold their home-
made delicacies out of shopping carts, 
which were frequently replenished from 
their nearby kitchens.

Orlick explained that the path to legal 
street food vending is elusive for most of 
them: “A street vendor’s license cost $250 
if legally obtained, but the problem is that 
the number of licenses issued is severely 
restricted. As a result, an applicant can 
wait 14 years for a license. Most of these 
ladies hope to be doing something else by 
then. An alternative is to purchase a li-
cense from a third party, which can cost up 
to $15,000 on places like craigslist.”

Orlick has become something of a 
champion of the street vendors’ cause. He 
testified before the City Council, deploring 
the injustice of their situation.

“Queens isn’t like Manhattan,” he 
maintained. “Here, the vendors are mostly 

local people providing the tastes of home 
to their countrymen and neighbors. They 
aren’t taking business away from brick 
and mortar stores. They are keeping the 
money in the community.”

Last August, he conducted one of his 
tours for the Street Vendors Association, 
which contacted him because of his advo-
cacy efforts.

Back on Roosevelt Avenue, we perused 
some more general Mexican food vendors, 
snarfing a huitlacoche — corn fungus — 
quesadilla along the way. The next planned 
stop on the tour was Susanna’s Mexican 
Products, but our first diversion of the day 
was when we spotted an intriguingly odd 
piece of apparatus in the window of a hard-
ware store — sort of a meat grinder, but 
with a flat cylinder where the meat would 
have exited.

The aha-moment came when Orlick 
correctly identified it as a corn grinder for 
making masa for tortillas.

Along with a comprehensive collection 
of ingredients for Mexican cooks, Susan-
na’s yielded some interesting finds. Fruitta 
Secca falls somewhere between dried and 
candied fruits, but heftier and more exotic. 
They also sell their own mole sauce, ladled 
from a container — an effortless way to 
show off at home with Susanna’s version of 
this complicated sauce.

Then it was back to Roosevelt Avenue 
to check out the culinary delights of Ecua-
dor. Vendors along the avenue specialize in 
the cuisine of the mountainous regions of 
Ecuador: fat juicy sausages in natural cas-
ing, pork, ears of jumbo corn called maíz 
chulpe, cancho (roasted kernels of same), 
llapingachos (potato patties, sometimes 
stuffed) and Ecuadorian tamales called 

Humitas.
Warren Street, a little further east off 

Roosevelt, plays host to some of the best-
established Ecuadorian food trucks in the 
area. Some of them have been there for 15 
years. One specializes in rich coastal sea-
food cuisine, while the other two stick with 
the more Andean fare. They offer complete 
meals and a few places to sit down.

Our progress was arrested by the 
sight of a bizarre clothing dummy on the 
street sporting a faja that could only be de-
scribed as a “butt bra.” Orlick, ever the gra-
cious host, noting my fascination, asked if 
I wanted to go in and check it out. But of 
course.

Jeans Colombianos is a treasure trove 
of all sorts of garments, both under and 
outer, designed to forcibly reshape the body 

and hoist the posterior.
Orlick noticed the owner was en-

grossed in a foreign language TV show.
“Is that Indian?” he asked.
“No, Arabic,” came the reply.
Orlick asked how the owner became 

involved in selling provocative clothing to 
Latin American women. The owner, seem-
ing annoyed by the question, answered 
with a shrug.

We pressed onward, bypassing pos-
sible dessert like espumilla — ice cream 
cones filled with meringue instead of ice 
cream — or a nice salpicón de frutas — Co-
lombian fruit salad swimming in Kool-aid 
laced pineapple juice.

The tour culminated at Orlick’s favor-
ite “bonus stop”: the Tortas Neza truck on 
Roosevelt near 111th Street. He has brought 
Food Network personalities here to enjoy 
the ultimate Mexican sandwich. The Neza 
owner, who goes only by the name of “Tor-
ta,” began his sandwich-making career by 
hawking his creations in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park.

Now that he has a truck, he makes ev-
erything fresh and to order in his kitchen 
on wheels. Orlick believes Torta’s tortas 
are of a caliber to attract foodies from Man-
hattan and beyond, once the word gets out.

It’s got him a little worried.
If you would like to masticate to a Lat-

in beat with Jeff Orlick, visit iwantmore-
food.com/tours. The fee is $58 per person 
and includes all food and drink. There is 
no minimum number of participants, but if 
you have a large group, contact him direct-
ly by e-mail at jeffsayyes@gmail.com and 
he will work out a group rate and custom-
ize the tour to match your interests.

Ecuadorian Andean fare is a savory gem in Jackson Heights. Photo by Suzanne Parker

Food cart vendor Torta serves his signature 
sandwich, the torta, out of his cart, “Tortas 
Neza.” Photo by Suzanne Parker
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My volunteer son was a hero of 9/11
I 

have sent letters to ev-
ery public official I can 
think of, including the 
president of the Unit-

ed States, but no one has 
reached out to help me.

Maybe it is because my 
son was a volunteer, or can 
it be he was not part of the 
FDNY or the NYPD? I have 
nothing against the FDNY 
or NYPD, but maybe it is 
because my son did not be-
long to a union or the fact 
that he was 18 years old?

It should not matter 
which uniform you wear 
or which agency you are 
a member of — we all had 

and have the same goal to 
save and protect our fellow 
man.

Below is the letter, dat-
ed June 7, 2011, I sent to our 
public officials:

“Dear President 
Obama:

“I realize you are busy, 
but I have a problem and do 
not know where to turn or 
who to turn to.

“My son Richard Al-
len Pearlman, age 18, was 
killed Sept. 11 at the World 
Trade Center. He was a 
volunteer EMS worker. 
I learned in 2008 about a 
program grant through 

the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice’s Public Safety Officers 
Benefits Program that I 
could apply for benefits un-
der the program.

“I applied for the ben-
efits, supplying documen-
tation to support my claim 
from various sources, in-
cluding but not limited to 
our own government iden-
tifying my son as a public 
safety officer. My son was 
awarded the president’s 
9/11 Heroes Medal of Valor. 
I went to Washington, D.C., 
in 2005 and received the 
award from then-President 
George W. Bush.

“My claim for benefits 
from the DOJ was denied 
on the grounds that my son 
was not a public service 
officer, which I cannot un-
derstand. I supplied all the 
necessary documentation 
supporting the Department 
of  Justice’s claim that my 
son was a public service 
officer by its own award to 
him. Now its denies its own 
claim of his status.

“Please help me.”

Dorie Pearlman
Howard Beach

RESPECT FOR THE 
DEAD

It is the mark of a civilized society when an organiza-
tion is willing to stand up for the rights of people they have 
never met, whose names they don’t know and who happen 
to be dead.

Speakers recently pleaded with the city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission to landmark the Brinckerhoff 
Cemetery in Fresh Meadows, preventing development of 
the plot of land near 72nd Avenue.

The family cemetery was first used in the 18th cen-
tury and the property was sold to people who want to de-
velop it.

A survey taken nearly a hundred years ago found 
77 headstones in the cemetery, but Lynn Rogers, of the 
Friends of Abandoned Cemeteries in Staten Island, told 
the commission that there could be as many as 500 bodies 
interred there because at one time it was not unusual to 
bury more than one body under a single headstone.

So who cares? Fortunately, Rogers and others do.
“I think for the contractor to go in and obliterate the 

cemetery and dispose of the remains in a New Jersey land-
fill is unconscionable, personally,” she said.

This cemetery is part of Queens history. The Brinck-
erhoff family was one of the first clans to settle Queens. 
Their plot was sold to the DeDomenico family in the 1950s. 
The commission put it on its calendar of places to consider 
for landmarking in 2000, which has protected it from de-
velopment.

The new owner of the lot did not speak at the hearing, 
but a man named Fang Zou spoke on the owners’ behalf: 
“I believe we deserve the right as a property owner to de-
velop on the site,” he said.

He added his speculation that the bodies have likely 
disintegrated since they were not kept in caskets.

“I was actually a little bit dumbfound when … it was 
stated it was unknown if any remains still existed there,” 
another speaker replied. “My question is where do you 
think the remains have gone?”

Every Queens cemetery tells a story. The older the 
cemetery, the more interesting. We hope the plots where 
our loved ones are buried will be respected for generations 
after we are dead and gone.

The developers who purchased the Brinckerhoff land 
have a right to realize a fair return on their investment, 
but at the same time they knew this was a cemetery, even 
if it was neglected.

They should have seen this coming.
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READERS WRITE

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.

Americans need a country that works for the little guy
A

s the big countdown 
clock on the televi-
sion screen counted 
down, the results 

were Hollande 52 percent 
and Sarkozy 48 percent. 
The small crowd in the 20-
seat restaurant cheered. My 
wife and I were sitting at a 
window table in a French 
restaurant in the Latin 
quarter of Paris having 
dinner when the election 
results were broadcast.

“You seem happy, Mon-
sieur Antoine,” I asked the 
owner, who also served as 
the maître de and waiter.

“Yes, this will bring 
good changes to our coun-
try,” he said. “More jobs 
will be created. It will mean 

more taxes for most people, 
me included, but it will be 
better for the country.”

President Francois 
Hollande, a socialist, 
vowed to move France for-
ward with more spending 
to create jobs, which in 
turn would promote better 
economic growth and more 
tax money.

Can you imagine 
somebody thinking about 
the good of his country as 
opposed to his own take-
home pay like Antoine did? 
We all know the French are 
a little nuts, right?

Or are they?
Back home, our own 

aristocracy passed the bud-
get of U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan 

(R-Wis.) in the House of 
Representatives, which, if 
enacted, would further de-
stroy the life of us peasants 
while giving more to the 
privileged class to put more 
filigree on their mansions.

Nowhere in the sev-
eral articles I read about 
the French elections were 
candidates lobbing charges 
at each other about reli-
gion, how they view gays 
and marriage, bashing the 
unions, abortion issues, 
women’s right to health 
care or how the laws would 
be different depending 
upon which geographic re-
gion of France you live in.

Nowhere was there a 
discussion about a candi-

date’s race, religion, ethnic 
background or any other 
issue that preoccupies 
the media in this country. 
Television election run-up 
coverage carried the facts 
without the crazy rhetoric, 
lies, swagger, yelling and 
screaming, or the carrying 
of guns to rallies.

The race was about 
who had a better vision for 
the country and how he 
would proceed to carry out 
that vision. Very refresh-
ing.

The crazy antics that 
go on here are laughable. 
We, like France, have our 
own aristocracy willing 
to put more decoration on 
their castles rather than 

give up their fair share of 
tax dollars to promote a 
workable society. They are 
willing to put more bur-
dens on the peasants than 
the peasants can stand. 
Their attitude is indeed one 
of “let them eat cake.”

We see some rum-
blings of discontent in our 
streets in the form of Oc-
cupy Wall Street, the back-
lash against anti-union 
legislation in Wisconsin 
and the calls for more 
regulation on the bankers 
who play roulette with our 
money and take our houses 
away when their gambling 
goes sour. We see how the 
Citizens United case al-
lowed the flow of millions 

of dollars into the coffers of 
the aristocracy candidates 
to keep them in power.

It is time we wake up 
and have our own revolu-
tion in this country and 
sweep out our own aristoc-
racy. It is time we bring 
this country back to where 
it works for everybody in-
stead of just the privileged 
few. If we peasants unite, 
we can do this. We deserve 
a country that works for ev-
eryone.

Let’s go create it.

Tyler Cassell
Flushing

Church should’ve stopped abuse

I
t is interesting that we 
never hear about the 
physical and verbal 
abuses that took place 

in Catholic schools during 
the 1960s, ’70s and ’80s by 
some religious people who 
taught in the schools.

The Catholic Church 
buried its head in the sand 
during those times, acting 
as if these things did not oc-
cur. To say that this type of 
treatment of students was 
under the guise of “disci-
pline” was wrong and it 

should have been stopped.
Students should have 

come forward if they were 
physically or verbally 
abused by these holy peo-
ple. The reasons many of 
them did not was because 
they were afraid to — prob-
ably out of fear of retribu-
tion. There were many fine, 
dedicated religious teach-
ers who also taught in the 
Catholic school system.

Those who were physi-
cally and verbally abusive 
were probably in the mi-

nority, but it only takes a 
few teachers like that to 
cause so much emotional 
scarring on students for the 
rest of their lives.

Shame on the heads 
of the religious orders who 
buried their heads in the 
sand and did nothing to 
stop this awful thing. Did 
they have a conscience?

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

CORRECTION
A story about Pathmark potentially closing in the May 31-June 6 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers 
should have said that City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer’s office had no knowledge of whether or not the 
supermarket would close.

Take fl uff out of political ads

E
very other day I have 
been getting ads in 
the mail encourag-
ing me to vote for 

state Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
City Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) and that other can-
didate whose name escapes 
me. Printed on 9-by-12 stock 
card paper, a lot of trees 
must have been cut down to 
provide the pulp.

The Democratic Party 
primary is weeks away, 
and after that the win-
ner will not be going up 
against Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
until November. Running 
low on paper, they may be 
forced to raid our parks, 
yards and streets for trees, 
including those million the 
mayor wants planted.

Our dogs will not take 
too kindly to that, which 
might solve the problem. In 
peeved-off moods to begin 
with, they may make it im-
possible for their natural 
enemies to deliver our mail 
without incurring hearing 
loss from all the barking 
and possible gnawing upon 

a limb, ensuring that we 
will not have received any 
more literature from politi-
cians ever again.

Granted, we also will 
not receive letters from our 
daughters and sons, filling 
us in on college life and the 
good grades they are get-
ting. Our paychecks will 
not get to us either. Nor will 
that $100 Staples reward 
refund, aimed at making 
us feel OK about paying so 
much for printer ink. The 
sacrifice will be more than 
worth it, though.

It is not like we learn 
anything valuable from the 
political fliers. It is mostly 
propaganda — exaggerat-
ing the importance of some 
small success politicians 
have managed, in the pet-
ty offices they have held, 
granted room on their bro-
chures to begin with. Full-
figure portraitures adorn 
the leaflets, similar to those 
in fashion ads. It is not just 
the office-seekers: Reason-
ably well-known politicians 
they have schmoozed with 
are included, too.

There they are seated 
at a table with Claire Shul-

man, Borough President 
Helen Marshall or city 
Comptroller John Liu.

Big deal. So they had 
dinner at some political 
shindig and shook hands 
and said cheese together. 
So they have families like 
the rest of us. Am I sup-
posed to be impressed by 
that and be more inclined 
to vote for them?

Many of us really want 
to learn more about the 
candidates not only for the 
upcoming election, but for 
all elections. The plethora 
of ads we receive do little 
to advance that. So why not 
put a stop to them?

At least be more envi-
ronmentally friendly and 
print the ads on recycled 
card stock. Better yet: 
Print them on ordinary pa-
per and mail them in plain 
envelopes. We will not rip 
them up and toss them di-
rectly into our trash cans 
as we do with junk mail.

Ease up on the face-
dropping photos and pro-
vide us with more facts.

Ken Klinger
Bayside



WE

12
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, J
UN

. 7
-13

, 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

T
he year 2012 prom-
ises to be eventful po-
litically. Nationally, 
we have Republican 

Mitt Romney challenging 
Democratic President Ba-
rack Obama. How this race 
proceeds will have an im-
pact on New York statewide 
and in local campaigns.

The political parties 
and the various boards of 
elections are having a busy 
year dealing with three 
primary elections followed 
by the fall general election 
in November. The first pri-
mary dealt with the Repub-
lican primary for the presi-
dential campaign. Romney 

won our state and main-
tained his lead in delegate 
strength.

The next primary 
election occurs June 26. It 
includes races for federal 
legislative offices, includ-
ing the U.S. Senate and the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Throughout New 
York state, a Republican 
primary is being held to 
determine who will face in-
cumbent U.S. Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) for one 
of two U.S. Senate seats.

The three Republican 
candidates are attorney 
Wendy Long, Nassau Coun-
ty Comptroller George 
Maragos, and Rep. Robert 
Turner (R-Middle Village). 
All of these candidates 
seem to be waging inten-
sive campaigns, but Long 
has strong support from the 
state Conservative Party.

Here in Queens we 
are facing an enthusiastic 

Democratic primary for 
Congress in the new 6th 
District. The main candi-
dates are state Assembly 
members Rory Lancman 
(D-Fresh Meadows) and 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
and City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village).

Meng has the endorse-
ment of the Queens Demo-
cratic organization, which 
gives her an advantage, 
although Lancman and 
Crowley have strong bases 
of support. Other candi-
dates running include Dr. 
Robert Mittman and Green 
Party candidate Evergreen 
Chou. Mittman shows signs 
of putting a lot of resources 
into the race and waging 
an aggressive campaign. 
The winner of this primary 
election will face Republi-
can and Conservative can-
didate Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone).

In the new 3rd Con-
gressional District, which 
extends from Long Island 
and includes areas of north-
east Queens, Rep. Steven Is-
rael (D-Hauppauge) faces a 
challenge from Republican 
and Conservative candi-
date Stephen Labate, a lieu-
tenant colonel in the U.S. 
Army Reserves. Labate is 
also a member of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, the 
American Legion and the 
National Rifle Association.

In the third set of pri-
maries for the state Senate 
and the Assembly, in which 
the primary will be held 
Sept. 13, there is an impor-
tant Republican primary 
unfolding involving the 
15th state Senate District 
in western Queens, which 
is represented by state Sen. 
Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach).

Councilman Eric Ul-
rich (R-Ozone Park) has 

indicated an interest in 
running for the seat, but 
the Queens Republican or-
ganization has endorsed at-
torney Juan Reyes, who has 
worked for the Giuliani ad-
ministration as counsel in 
the office of the mayor and 
also was general counsel at 
the city Board of Standards 
and Appeals.

Ulrich up to this point 
has not been defeated in his 
races for district leader and 
the Council and will be fac-
ing a formidable opponent 
who will be running an all-
out campaign. The winner 
of that primary will face 
Addabbo in the fall. This 
seat was held by former 
state Sen. Serf Maltese for 
20 years up to 2008.

In the 11th state Senate 
District, the Queens GOP 
has chosen Joseph Concan-
non as its candidate to run 
against state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside).

Concannon is a retired 
NYPD captain. He also 
worked in the mayor’s Of-
fice of Emergency Manage-
ment. He especially in that 
capacity dealt with respons-
es to large-scale emergen-
cies within the city. Pada-
van, who narrowly lost his 
seat to Avella in 2010, is a 
supporter of Concannon.

In the 12th state Sen-
ate District in northwest 
Queens, represented by 
incumbent state Sen. Mi-
chael Gianaris (D-Astoria), 
chairman of the Democrat-
ic State Senate Campaign 
Committee, the GOP candi-
date opposing him is Tony 
Arcabascio. Among Ar-
cabascio’s credentials are 
that he has been a business 
executive and technology 
professional.

This year will be a tre-
mendous battle in Queens 
and statewide, in addition 
to the presidential race.

Queens Republican candidates gear up for round of primaries

Politics not working right? Columnist knows fi ve reasons why

T
he legislative redis-
tricting fiasco re-
minded me of many 
things that are 

wrong with politics today, 
so I compiled my top five 
list of “what is wrong with 
this picture.”

1. Government-issued 
photo IDs are required to 
purchase allergy medicine, 
but not to vote?

At a recent West Cun-
ningham Park Civic As-
sociation meeting, I asked 
state Assemblyman and 
congressional candidate 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) if he would sup-
port requiring voter photo 

IDs in light of documented 
cases of voter fraud.

An emphatic no was 
his response, citing “disen-
franchisement” and “dis-
crimination against the 
poor and people of color.”

“Even if the $10 fee for 
a DMV-issued non-driver 
photo ID were waived?” I 
asked.

“No,” he said again.
For more than a de-

cade, photo IDs have been 
required to enter most city 
buildings, including the 
Assembly’s city office, and 
that requirement applies 
to everyone including the 
poor and “people of color.” 
And just this week I had to 
show photo ID at Walgreens 
to buy Allegra-D, my aller-
gy medicine.

But somehow requir-
ing photo ID to vote is 
wrong?

2. Political theater or 
award ceremony?

Cheap political stunts 
to garner free advertising 
and public relations are 
often disguised as “award 
ceremonies,” where politi-
cians bestow awards on 
each other.

In a recent example of 
this, City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Middle 
Village) presented fellow 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing) with a Person of 
the Year Award. These cer-
emonies create the appear-
ance that great achieve-
ments are being rewarded 
when in reality they are 
nothing more than politi-
cal stunts to attract media 
attention in the run-up to 
elections.

And are taxpayers 
once again on the hook for 
paying for these self-serv-
ing shindigs?

3. Two sets of rules: one 
for politicians and one for 
the general public?

City Comptroller John 
Liu and former Comptrol-
ler Bill Thompson owe the 
city more than $1 million 
in penalties for illegally 
posting thousands of cam-
paign signs on city prop-
erty. Since 2010, they have 
refused to pay up.

Ordinary scofflaws 
whose lesser infractions of 
failing to feed the meter on 
time have no choice but to 
pay up or see their vehicles 
confiscated.

4. No bonuses for out-
standing teachers but yes to 
bonuses for chronically un-
derperforming ones

Sure, the United Feder-
ation of Teacher’s concern 
for children’s education is 
genuine, but its No. 1 con-
cern has always been to its 
members and their job se-
curity. The mayor has tried 
for years to introduce mon-
etary incentives to reward 
high-performing teachers 

and replace chronically de-
ficient ones. 

UFT President Mi-
chael Mulgrew has resisted 
these efforts. In a last-ditch 
effort to rid the system of 
chronically underperform-
ing teachers, city Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Wol-
cott floated a plan to offer 
large bonuses to induce 
underachievers to leave the 
system, to which Mulgrew 
gave a thumbs up.

They give bonus incen-
tives for under-performance 
while deny the same for ex-
ceptional performance.

5. NYPD’s stop-and-
frisk program is a legitimate 
topic for debate, but that de-
bate must be based on facts 
and not rhetoric

Case in point: At a 
recent candidates’ forum, 
Lancman, when asked 
about his strong opposition 
to stop-and-frisk, said, “I 
have great questions about 

stop-and-frisk policies. Let 
me surprise nobody in this 
room — I’ve never been 
stopped and frisked. I won-
der why that is?”

Could it be for the 
same reason that 7.5 mil-
lion other New Yorkers of 
all ethnicities have also not 
been stopped and frisked by 
the police, like lack of prob-
able cause? Insinuations of 
NYPD impropriety posed 
as questions are rhetorical 
antics that denigrate the 
NYPD and do not advance 
sensible debate.

All New Yorkers 
should devise their own 
top five what is wrong with 
this picture list and use it 
on Election Day to right 
those wrongs.

Bob Friedrich is a civic 
leader and president of the 
Glen Oaks Village co-op.
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Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.
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Free Homebuyers’ Workshop 
at Ridgewood Savings Bank

43-14 Ditmars Blvd.
Astoria, NY 11105

JUNE 12, 2012
6:15pm to 8:15pm

Learn more about SONYMA and 
Ridgewood’s Unique Affordable Housing Program.

If you’re a first-time homebuyer, 
Ridgewood Savings Bank offers access to a wide range 
of affordable housing programs. Join us and let our staff of 
knowledgeable professionals guide you through the entire 

homebuying and mortgage process.

Think you can’t afford a home?
Think Again!

MEMBER FDIC

  
Call (718) 274-5400 to reserve your seat.( )

www.ridgewoodbank.com

When You Need To Protect The Things
 You Have Worked Hard For!

Securities offered through Nationwide Securities, LLC., member FINRA, SIPC, DBA Nationwide Advisory Services, LLC. in AR, FL, IL, NY, 
TX and WV. Representative of Nationwide Life Insurance Company, affiliated companies and other companies. Representatives of Nation-
wide Securities, LLC . may only conduct business with residents of the states in which it is properly licensed and/or registered. Please note 

that not all of the products and services that may be mentioned are available in every state.

We’re Always On Your Side

THE VAGLICA AGENCY
718-938-0861 Toll Free: 855-835-5516

Email: vaglicn@nationwide.com 
www.nationwide.com/nickv

HOME AUTO LIFE

CONDO/RENTER POWER SPORTS BUSINESS

NICK VAGLICA, Agent

Have a great photo of your pet?

Queens Critters Contest
Submit your picture to our

To enter, simply e-mail a photo of your pet to QueensCritters@gmail.com.  Please include 
your full name, the neighborhood where you live and your pet’s name and age. By sending 
a photo, you acknowledge that we may us it in the paper, on our website, and otherwise in 
accordance with our Terms of Use.  Your photo may be included in an on-line gallery on the 
www.TimesLedger.com website.  Each week, our editors will select at least one photo to be 
published in the TimesLedger newspaper.  Photos that violate our Terms of Use will not be 
accepted or considered for publication.  The materials that you send will not be returned.
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STATE OF THE ART PAIN TREATMENT 
IS WITHIN ARM’S REACH

Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful shoulder surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

Osteoarthritis 
Treatment at NY Rehab Surgery

Cost Covered by most insurance 
plans including Medicare

Deductible, Co-pay, 
medications, time off work, etc.

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with pain?

Does your shoulder pain keep 
you from certain activities?

Have you been told you need 
surgery?

Are you active and sometime 
suffer from soreness?

Do you take medications for 
shoulder pain?

Do you experience weakness 
due to severe pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate shoulder pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of the pain, with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of shoulder pain or discomfort, CALL 
TODAY and start living your life pain free!

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.
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O’Shea-Hoey 
Funeral Home, Inc

www.oshea-hoeyfuneralhome.com

Let us help you pass the troubled times 
- Serving Astoria & Greater New York

west corner of 37th Avenue 
and 75th Street and saw a 
large tractor trailer dou-
ble-parked on 75th Street 
on the north side of 37th 
Avenue next to the Trade 
Fair. Dromm, who said he 
has been trying to stem the 
preponderance of double-
parking trucks in the con-
gested neighborhood, took 
out his cell phone and be-
gan to take pictures from 
the northwest corner of the 
intersection.

Ed Faico, a buyer for 
Trade Fair, said in defense 
of Muriel that the spot 
where he parked had once 
been a loading zone.

“If we had the loading 
zone here, this wouldn’t 
have occurred,” Faico said.

Dromm said when Mu-
riel saw him, he yelled at 
him multiple times not to 
take his picture.  When Mu-
riel tried to get the phone, 
Dromm held it above his 
head. Muriel then pulled 

the phone out of Dromm’s 
hand, smacking him in the 
jaw and neck in the pro-
cess, then pushed Dromm 
hard in the chest, the coun-
cilman said.

“Out of the clear blue, 
he went bananas,” Dromm 
said.

The councilman had 
called for help. He said the 
incident attracted the at-
tention of passers-by and 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley’s 
(D-Jackson Heights) of-
fice, which called 911. Mu-
riel also called 911 to report 
Dromm taking pictures 
and held onto the phone un-
til the police came and took 
it back, Dromm said.

A neighbor, Barbara 
Noseo, said her husband 
saw the incident and that 
the driver had taken the 
phone.

Faico said he believed 
the driver had a natural 
reaction to having a phone 
stuck in his face.

On 37th Avenue be-
tween 73rd and 76th streets 
there are multiple grocer-
ies. Trucks often double 
park to unload their wares, 

which sometimes necessi-
tates drivers coming up be-
hind them to travel in the 
other lane to pass.

During the news con-
ference, Dromm said a 
truck double-parked on 
37th Avenue between 75th 
and 75th streets was the 
same one Muriel had driv-
en Wednesday. Dromm also 
confronted another truck 
driver, who double-parked 
in the same spot as the pre-
vious driver shortly there-
after, as well as a police 
officer who did not ticket 
him.

Faico said while he 
was sure Dromm had le-
gitimate arguments in a 
neighborhood with scant 
parking spots, the practice 
was necessary. He said 
Trade Fair made efforts to 
have its trucks come at 6 
a.m. rather than during the 
times of the press confer-
ence was held, which was 
around 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

“It’s tough times in the 
city and we’re trying to sur-
vive,” Faico said.

Continued from Page 1

Dromm
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We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Party Room Seats 
Up to 75!

Join Us On

Call For Our 
Daily Specials

Join Us for 
Sunday Brunch!

$14.95

PPParty
U

Open 7 Days a Week  6 AM to 12 Midnight

they also bought groceries at supermar-
ket Stop & Shop, at 34-51 48th St. in Long 
Island City a few blocks from the Path-
mark. A few others said they shopped for 
groceries at the wholesale club retailer 
Costco, at 32-50 Vernon Blvd. near Raven-
swood.

Most said they would miss the Path-
mark when it left, however.

“Here is better stuff,” said Manhat-
tan resident Emerick Csontos, who often 
visits the neighborhood. “Everything 
looks fresh.”

The shoppers were not the only ones 
who said they were not looking forward 
to Pathmark’s flight. Nilufa Afrose, man-
ager of the Dunkin’ Donuts at the same 
address, said her business would be slow 
after the loss of her longtime neighbor. 
She said her store and the Pathmark often 
shared customers.

“If they’re busy, we’re busy,” she 
said.

But not every shopper was heartbro-
ken by the news.

Elmhurst resident Nicolae Kaladjian 
said he was prepared to buy more of his 
groceries from Stop & Shop.

“They’ll close up and somebody else 
will open up,” Kaladjian said of Path-
mark. “It’s an expensive one. It’s not the 
cheaper one.”

straight people.”
Rainbow flags fluttered in 

the mild wind as drag queens 
danced their way down 37th 
Avenue near 84th Street before 
the parade culminated at 75th 
Street for a festival equipped 
with information booths, bar-
becue and even free screenings 
for sexually transmitted infec-
tions. Performances rocked the 
festival’s main stage through-
out the day, including Martha 
Wash, singer of the famous tune 
“It’s Raining Men.”

One of the first tents vis-
ible upon entering the festival 
was that of the Queens Chapter 
32 Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica, who said they were there 
to promote veterans’ benefits 
after President Barack Obama 
repealed the military’s “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” policy in 2010, 
bringing an end to the ban on 
openly gay men and women 
serving.

“Why do we come here? 
Because there are gay veterans 
and they deserve to know about 
their benefits, too,” said Tom 

Corbin, who worked the tent 
selling military apparel includ-
ing hats and jackets. “We sup-
port any and all who serve this 
country.”

The office of City Council-
man Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), a parade founder, 
worked a tent in the middle of 
all the frenzy to pass along his 
support for the gay community 
and to share that appreciation 
with Obama, who voiced his 
support for marriage equality 
in May. The openly gay coun-
cilman marched in the parade 
along with two other powerful 
members of the city’s gay com-
munity: Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
and Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan).

Right outside the tent stood 
a large cardboard postcard ad-
dressed to Obama that read, 
“Thank you, Mr. President, for 
supporting marriage equality.” 
Passers-by stopped at the tent 
to etch their names onto the 
postcard in marker.

“There’s something spe-
cial about the parade this year,” 
visitor Matthew Womp said. 
“We have so much to celebrate 
as a community. We’ve come so 
far.”

Immediately after the fes-
tival there was a free sneak 
preview screening of “Julio of 
Jackson Heights,” a film dedi-
cated to Julio Rivera, a gay man 
who was stabbed and beaten to 
death in Jackson Heights more 
than 20 years ago. Rivera’s sto-
ry has been a consistent staple 
of the parade’s 20-year tenure 
and helped provoke the initial 
planning of the event.

Queens Pride weekend be-
gan last Thursday night when 
drag queens and partygoers 
flocked to Studio Square in 
Long Island City for the kick-

off.
The parade, sponsored by 

the Queens Lesbian and Gay 
Pride Committee, included lo-
cal youth and social groups 
in its goal to engage the com-
munity on issues important to 
the LGBTQ community. The 
committee also hosts an an-
nual film series and a Winter 
Pride Dinner to advocate for its 
causes.

Reach reporter Phil Corso 
by e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 1

Pride

Elected officials, including City Council Speaker Christine Quinn, wave flags 
as they walk along 37th Avenue in Jackson Heights. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued from Page 2

Pathmark



AT

18
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, J
UN

E 7
-13

, 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

A non surgical treatment for counteracting 
the effects of time & gravity on your skin 

in as little as 30-60 minutes.

AN UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE 

Noninvasive Uplifting 
Ultrasound Procedure

Irene Schulman, M.D.

35-20 90th St. (Bet. 35th & 37th Ave.)
www.ireneschulmanmdpc.com

Post-Treatment: 120 Days
(2nd Treatment)

Pre-Treatment Post-Treatment: 120 DaysPre-Treatment
*All Technologists are Licensed & Insured. Performed Under the 

Supervision of a Licensed & Board Certifi ed Physician.

718.267.0510Free Evaluation Consultation Seminar 

   I saw an ad on TV for a two-year 
school where I could learn graphic 
design and threw away $25,000 on 
a worthless diploma. My credits don’t 
transfer toward a bachelor’s degree, 
and the school never helped me 

get the internships and 
jobs they promised.

Thanks to the 
City’s Financial 
Empowerment 
Centers, I’m 
paying back 
my loans and 
saving to go 
to CUNY.

– Garvin,
   Brooklyn

Know Before
You Enroll
Visit nyc.gov or call 311 and 
ask about free and low-cost 
education and training options 
and financial counseling.
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Supporters of the 
Queens Library stood out-
side the central library 
on Merrick Boulevard in 
Jamaica Tuesday to rally 
against a proposed $26.7 
million funding cut from 
the city that administrators 
said would be detrimental 
to services.

Since the middle of 
2008, the borough’s library 
system has seen its funding 
cut each year, resulting in 
annual reductions of ser-
vices.

When supporters ral-
lied last year against cuts 
outside the Jamaica li-
brary, it was open at 10 a.m. 
This year the rally kicked 
off at noon, an hour before 
the library opened at 1 p.m. 
— a result of last year’s $3.8 
million in cuts.

“It seems like every 
year we have to go fight for 
our libraries to get their 
funding,” said Borough 
President Helen Marshall. 
“It’s unbelievable we have 

to do this.”
The doomsday scenar-

io that would occur if none 
of the proposed $26.7 million 
in cuts were restored would 
mean the library would 
have to lay off 605 employ-
ees and close 18 branches. 
A total of 30 libraries would 
have to be closed four out of 
five days a week, and only 
one library would be open 
on Saturdays.

John Hyslop, presi-
dent of the Queens Library 
Guild 1321, invited library 
patrons to step up to a mi-
crophone in front of the 
building and share what 
they would miss if their 
branch had to close.

John Lafferty said he 
has been coming to the li-
brary since he moved to 
Queens 24 years ago. The 
books, technology and ex-
pertise of the staff are in-
dispensable, he said.

“The staff needs to be 
here longer and the hours 
have to be longer as well,” 
he said.

Fourth-grader Ale-

jandro Vallejo said he uses 
the library’s computer lab 
to do his homework.

“When my computer 
teacher gives me work to 
do, I come here to the lab to 
do my work,” he said.

While the library sys-
tem is looking for elected of-
ficials to restore funding, it 
got a hand from the Lincoln 
Center for the Performing 

Arts, which has partnered 
with the Queens Library 
to launch a new program to 
bring cultural events to the 
borough’s libraries.

The initiative, entitled 
Lincoln Center Local, con-
sists of seven hour-long 
performances and Q&A 
sessions this summer with 
musicians, dancers and ac-
tors.

The programs were 
selected by library patrons, 
who voted both at their lo-
cal libraries and online, 
and are scheduled to run 
from July 7 to Sept. 15.

The center is funding 
the program at no cost to 
the library’s budget, but 
certain shows may be af-
fected if the library has to 
close branches.

For more information 
on the Queens Library 
budget, visit savequeensli-
brary.org. To learn more 
about Lincoln Center Lo-
cal, go to about.lincolncen-
ter.org/lclocal.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Borough President Helen Marshall speaks in front of the Jamaica 
library. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Library supporters rally against proposed cuts

Get your Queens news on  
Facebook: facebook.com/timesledger
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Mom’s rheumatoid 
arthritis is wearing 
out her joints.

As well as her spirits.

Now what? 
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

With the arrival of spring has come 
four newly hatched peregrine falcons in 
their perch atop the Marine Parkway-Gil 
Hodges Memorial bridge.

MTA Bridges and Tunnels officials 
said the birds hatched last month and 
were recently banded by wildlife specialist 
Chris Nadareski, of the city Department of 
Environmental Protection Wildlife Stud-
ies Division.

The city’s new roster of seven chicks  
also includes two on the Bronx side of the 
Throgs Neck Bridge and one on the Verra-
zano-Narrows Bridge.

“We provide the nesting boxes and give 
the DEP wildlife expert access to check the 
eggs and band them, but our primary goal 
is to just let them be,” said Verrazano-Nar-
rows Maintenance Superintendent Daniel 
Fortunato.

During mating season up to the point 
when they learn to fly and leave their nest, 
maintenance workers limit any contact 
since the parents, particularly the mother, 
can be aggressive. Other than providing 
the nest boxes, there is no cost to the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Authority.

Urban falcons like to nest atop bridg-
es, church steeples and high-rise buildings 
because they provide an excellent vantage 
point for hunting prey, including pigeons 
and small birds.

Peregrine falcons were nearly wiped 
out in the 1960s because of pesticides in 
their food and remain on the state Depart-
ment of Environment Conservation’s en-
dangered birds list.

The season’s newest avian residents 
are as follows:

• Belle, a female, and Jack, Bennett 
Field and Gil, all males, were named for 
Belle Harbor, Jacob Riis Park, Floyd Ben-
nett Field and baseball great Gi Hodges, 
whose name was added to the bridge in 
1978. The falcon siblings currently call the 
Marine Parkway Bridge’s 215-foot Rock-
away tower home.

• Leif, a male, was named for the Nor-
wegian explorer Leif Ericson, who is hon-
ored each May on Bay Ridge’s Norwegian 
Constitution Day. There is also a park in 
Bay Ridge named for the explorer. Leif’s 
temporary home is atop one of the Verra-
zano’s 693-foot towers.

• Skye and Bayside, two families 
named Fort Schuyler and Bayside, can be 
found 360 feet atop the Bronx tower of the 
Throgs Neck Bridge.

Reach contributing writer Philip New-
man by e-mail at timesledgernews@cnglo-
cal.com or phone at 718-260-4536.

Baby falcons hatch on top 
of Marine Pkwy. Bridge

Chris Nadareski from the city Department of Environmental Protection’s Wildlife Studies division 
holds one of two peregrine falcon chicks living on the Throgs Neck Bridge. 

Photo courtesy Patrick Cashin/MTA

A chick at the Throgs Neck Bridge is swaddled in 
a towel. Photo courtesy Carlton Cyrus/MTA
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Call now! 
877.340.8718  petro.com

HEATING OIL  |  AIR CONDITIONING  |  CHIMNEY 

*$1,000 rebate applies to qualifi ed systems only. Limited time offer, expires 7/31/12, equipment must be installed by 8/15/12. 
Local, state and utility tax credits and rebates of up to $600 vary by state and must meet SEER and EER criteria to qualify. 
Credit offer applies to current Petro customers who install any qualifi ed ductless AC equipment and will be applied to 
account. **Subject to credit approval by GE Money. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Must present this ad at the 
time of quote. Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2012 Petro. P_12274

Get a rebate of up to $1,000 
when you buy any qualified central AC system from Petro
or $100 off the installation of any ductless AC system.
Save even more with up to $600 in local rebates and incentives!*

Plus, $0 down and affordable monthly 
payments for qualified customers!** 

SAVE UP TO $1,600 
on a new central AC 
system this summer 
or
GET UP TO $700 OFF 
a new ductless 
AC system*

Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations of New Yorkers the freshest milk in the city
from local New York farms. As NYC’s only dairy, our family�owned
company has remained committed to
staying right here in the community.

We provide jobs to local residents, deliver
nutritious milk to public schools, and go out
of our way to distribute products to your
neighborhood corner store, something many
bigger companies simply won’t do. That
means when you buy our fresh, local milk,
your dollars go back to the people and places
you care about most.

Elmhurst Dairy—the feel�good choice that’s also fresh!

718�526�3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

Local New York Milk.
Farm�Fresh and Family�Owned.

Buy local.

Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Pet Care with 

Love to Spare.

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s first 

veterinary visit

Expires: June 30, 2012

Grand Opening

Special
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22 Addabbo addresses concerns over state lottery money
Senator explains how funds help to keep taxes down while boosting education throughout the state

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Lottery money has funded education 

in the state since the late 1960s, but some 
residents still question just how much cash 
the schools actually see.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach) recently set out to address some of 
those questions and explain exactly how 
lottery money is doled out to state and city 
schools.

“The lottery provides substantial re-
sources for public education throughout 
New York — for example, providing almost 
$3 billion in school aid in the 2011-2012 fis-
cal year,” said Addabbo, a member of the 
Senate Education Committee. “If we didn’t 
have money from lottery or gaming profits, 
we would need to raise taxes, cut impor-
tant state services or otherwise find ways 
to replace the funds that go to New York’s 
schools. In the last two fiscal years, lottery 
revenues have provided much assistance 
in helping to fund education.”

Addabbo said the most common point 
of confusion among his constituents about 
the lottery money is that it is not a supple-
ment to state education aid but rather a 

part of  the entire funding package.
According to the senator, the amount 

of money distributed to schools annually 
is allocated through a formula that takes 
into account school district size, wealth 
and other factors. He said the state budget 
contains an estimate of lottery revenues 
to be spent in that fiscal year and, if those 
revenues exceed the estimate in one fiscal 
year, the excess dollars are applied to the 
next year’s state education package.

Funding to city schools is then direct-
ed by the mayor.

The decision to raise and use lottery 
dollars for public education, which re-
quired statewide voter approval through 
a ballot referendum, was included in the 
state constitution beginning in 1967.

“After paying out prizes to lottery 
winners, commissions to businesses that 
sell winning tickets and some administra-
tive costs, the remaining dollars go to edu-
cation,” he said. “For example, out of the 
$8.14 billion in lottery sales generated last 
year, $2.9 billion went to education — about 
15 percent of the total education budget.”

The senator did say he understands 
the concerns of people who find it difficult 

to justify funding education with money 
that is essentially generated by gambling. 
He said this delicate balance is something 
lawmakers need to thoughtfully address.

“Without lottery dollars, schools 
throughout New York would likely be in 
even more serious financial straits, and 
gaming is an important part of our state’s 
economy — providing jobs, entertainment 
and significant revenues,” said Addabbo, 
who is also a member of the state Gaming 
and Wagering Committee. “We still must 
deal with the issues of gambling addic-
tions, the possibility of increased crime 
and other ramifications from gaming op-
erations. However, with careful planning 
and forethought, I think we can continue 
to gain benefits from the lottery and other 
gaming in New York while addressing po-
tential negative outcomes.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco by e-mail 
at smosco@cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4546.

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo said money gener-
ated at places like Resorts World Casino help to 
fund state education programs.

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger
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BY PHIL CORSO

Comedian Bill Maher 
said he was glad to have 
saved some pennies when 
he read in The New York 
Times that his childhood 
favorite baseball club was 
selling minority shares.

After reading about 
the New York Mets’ finan-
cial woes in December, 
the “Real Time with Bill 
Maher” host said he was 
excited by the prospect of 
buying a piece of one of 
his favorite teams. The po-
litically charged stand-up 
comic visited Citi Field in 
Flushing Sunday to an-
nounce he had bought a 
minority share of the team 
several months ago, but 
would not say how much he 
spent or how large a stake 
he owned.

“It’s a dream come 
true,” Maher said at the 
news conference. “I have 

lived in Los Angeles for 
30 years, but I never aban-
doned the teams I grew up 
with.”

The comedian bought 
into the team after reading 
how the Mets’ owners were 
looking to raise money af-
ter being sued by a trustee 
intent on recovering money 
for victims of the now-im-
prisoned Bernard Madoff’s 
Ponzi scheme. The team’s 
owners announced in 2011 
they were looking to sell 
limited partner shares for 
$20 million each.

Mets owners Fred Wil-
pon and Saul Katz reached 
a legal agreement in March 
with Irving Picard, the 
trustee representing the 
victims of Madoff’s scheme, 
making it possible for the 
owners to avoid paying all 
of the $162 million in losses 
they initially agreed upon.

On the day of his finan-
cial announcement, Maher 

toured Citi Field alongside 
Mets players and owners, 
sporting a black and blue 
team cap. The team went 
on to beat the St. Louis 
Cardinals 6-1, the night af-
ter starting pitcher Johan 
Santana made history with 
the franchise’s first-ever 
no-hitter.

That same night, Mas-
sapequa resident and Mets 
fanatics Rafael Diaz and 

John Ries  were arrested on 
charges of trespassing after 
running out onto the field 
in excitement to celebrate 
the feat. He was released 
from jail after two nights.

Maher said he hoped 
to bring luck to the team, 
adding that the Mets’ latest 
success was proving wrong 
the baseball critics who ini-
tially pegged them for last 
place.

“I buy in and I come 
to town and there’s a no-
hitter,” Maher said. “Draw 
your own conclusions.”

The comic said he 
would have no role in the 
team’s business aside from 
being an enthusiastic by-
stander.

“I can’t think of a bet-
ter place for the money I’ve 
saved to go,” Maher said.

In February, Maher 

also took out the check 
book to donate $1 million 
to Priorities USA Action, a 
political action committee 
in support of President Ba-
rack Obama’s re-election 
campaign.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Stand-up comic and political satirist Bill Maher bought a stake in the 
New York Mets baseball team. AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes

Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger 



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
E 7

-13
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

WE

24

The unique pain management and emotional comfort 
that Calvary Hospital has been providing to advanced cancer 
patients and their families, is universally understood as the 
gold standard in palliative care.  

Through Calvary@Home, the tradition of this same 
expert palliative care is brought to patients with cancer – 
and non-cancer diagnoses as well – right in the familiar 
surroundings of their own homes. 

With its separate Home Care and Hospice divisions, 
Calvary@Home provides needed comfort and care to patients 
who choose to receive care at home. Whether in active 
treatment or in end-of-life care, Calvary@Home brings the 
experts to the patient. 

In fact, Calvary Hospital and Calvary@Home are proud 
to have been honored with the prestigious Gold Seal of 
Approval™ from The Joint Commission – the world’s leading 
healthcare accrediting agency. 

It’s no wonder that patients and their families throughout 
Queens – from College Point to Far Rockaway, from 
Astoria to Little Neck – have made Calvary@Home their 
choice for home care and hospice. Calvary@Home. It’s one 
of the many reasons why Calvary Hospital is Where Life 
Continues.

For more information about Calvary@Home call us today 
and speak with one of our nurses at 718-518-2465. 

Expert Care from Calvary@Home

Calvary Hospital 
is also available in the 

comfort of your
home, 

,
casa,

,
, 

,

and
.

Visit us at www.calvaryhospital.org.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300
Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)

Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care 
Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)
A Cooperative Adoption Program of  
North Shore Animal League America

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

Like us on

facebook.com/TheAnimalLeague

ADOPT A PET

A

Home of the Mutt-i-gree®

North Shore Animal League America,
NYC Animal Care & Control & Sean Casey Animal Rescue 

Myrtle Ave & Park Lane South 
Richmond Hill, NY

GRAND AVE STREET FESTIVAL
69th

Richmond Hill Block Assoc.
Annual Pet Adoption Fair

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Saturday’s Belmont 

Stakes could rein in his-
tory.

I’ll Have Another has 
a chance to capture thor-
oughbred racing’s first Tri-
ple Crown in more than 30 
years when the race kicks 
off  Saturday.

Horse racing has not 
had a Triple Crown win-
ner since Affirmed won 
the Kentucky Derby and 
the Preakness and Belmont 
stakes in 1978. I’ll Have 
Another’s trainer, Doug 
O’Neill, said a victory for 
the horse would be a major 
boost for horse racing.

“If he were to get lucky 
and win on June 9, I think 
it would be great,” said 
O’Neill. “Anything we can 
do to show what a great 
game it is, how beautiful 
these horses are and how 
well they’re cared for is, I’m 
hoping, a positive step.”

O’Neill recently came 
under fire from animal 
rights group People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Ani-
mals after the trainer was 
suspended by the Califor-
nia Racing Board for al-
leged substance violations. 
PETA sent a letter to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo urging him 
to take steps to prevent ille-
gal drugging of horses in 
the race.

“Doug O’Neill’s shock-
ing record of drug viola-

tions risks horses’ lives and 
damages the already-tar-
nished image of thorough-
bred racing,” said PETA 
Senior Vice President Lisa 
Lange. “Gov. Cuomo can 
put substance behind his 
promises by telling racing 
officials not to allow I’ll 
Have Another out of their 
sight for a minute.”

Recent scandals at the 
New York Racing Associa-
tion have cast a pall over 
the horse racing industry, 
as the governor announced 
the state would take ex-
ecutive power away from 
NYRA and create a tempo-
rary board to run racing 
for the foreseeable future.

The move came after 
NYRA fired its top execu-
tive, Charles Hayward, af-
ter an investigation found 
$8.5 million went unpaid to 
bettors.

Labor strife also 
marked the days before the 
big race. On Tuesday, a me-
diator was trying to settle 
a labor dispute at Belmont 
Park that threatened to 
scratch the race. An offi-
cial with the union repre-
senting maintenance and 
starting gate workers at the 
racetrack denied the union, 
Local 3 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, waited until the 
Belmont Stakes — the final 
jewel in the Triple Crown 
— to threaten labor action.

“We have been trying 
to get a deal for two years,” 
a union representative said. 
“No one is looking to dis-
rupt the Belmont Stakes.”

NYRA said the union’s 
actions so close to the Bel-
mont Stakes was “very 
troubling.”

Triple Crown hopeful 
set for Belmont Stakes

I’ll Have Another will take a shot at history when he rac-
es for the Triple Crown at the Belmont Stakes Saturday. 

AP Photo/Mark Lennihan
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FREE ESTIMATES ON
ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGa, ETC. VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com 

“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” 

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

SCAN HERE
FOR OUR WEBSITE

FREE 
*

or more

 FREE*

Watch Battery
w/repair 

or more 

* Not to be combined with 
any other offer. Expires 

9.30.12

“Be Different” Let’s make your next Dream Piece of 
Jewelry a Reality... Unusual and One-Of-A-Kind Collections

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds
Into Custom Designed Jewelry
to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum
Jewelry Repair On The Premises

Diamond Setting and Sizing 
while you wait. Viewing permitted

Free Prong Checking              
while you wait

East Side Access tunnel
completed in Sunnyside

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

A tunnel beneath the 
Sunnyside Rail Yard in 
Queens, which is part of the 
East Side Access project, 
has been completed seven 
weeks ahead of schedule.

“We are delighted to 
complete this important 
milestone,” said Metro-
politan Transportation 
Authority Chairman Jo-
seph Lhota. “Each piece of 
the project that we bring in 
ahead of schedule means 
that we can dedicate re-
sources to those parts of 
the project that most need 
attention.”

It was particularly wel-
comed at the MTA in light 
of the recent report that the 
East Side project was so far 
behind schedule — that it 
would now not open until 
2019 and would cost $1 bil-

lion more than originally 
planned.

The newly finished 
tunnel is the third of four 
tunnels the MTA is build-
ing in Queens.

Trains using the tun-
nel will be en route east-
bound from Grand Central 
Terminal toward Long 
Island. They will take the 
tunnel to merge onto the 
Long Island Rail Road main 
line eastbound tracks lead-
ing to Jamaica and Port 
Washington. A tunnel bor-
ing machine began digging 
the tunnel March 26.

“The completion of this 
tunnel is another reminder 
that we continue to make 
tangible and significant 
progress on this project ev-
ery day,” said Dr. Michael 
Horodniceanu, president 
of MTA Capital Construc-
tion. “We should never lose 

sight of the first-class work 
that our employees and our 
contractors are undertak-
ing on this extraordinarily 
complex project.”

Transit officials said 
excavating in soft earth in 
this part of Queens is unlike 
tunneling in Manhattan 
bedrock. The boring ma-
chines digging in Queens 
build concrete tunnel walls 
as they progress, giving the 
tunnels shape and strength 
at the same time they ex-
cavate the ground beneath 
busy railroad tracks.

The boring machine 
designated TESS — for 
Tunnel Excavation Sunny-
side — installed 441 precast, 
segmented concrete rings. 
It excavated 875,169 cubic 
feet of soil over nine weeks 
as it built the 2,200-foot-
long, 22.5-diameter tunnel.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

After years of lawsuits, an agreement 
has been reached providing that Sikh and 
Muslim transit workers will not have to 
wear MTA badges on their headgear.

It all began when the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority issued a policy 
statement in 2002 requiring workers who 
wore Sikh turbans or Muslim khimars to 
work out of the public eye. In some cases, 
employees were taken off bus routes to car-
ry out work in depots.

In 2004, employees were permitted to 
wear headgear but only with the MTA logo 
pinned on them, which some workers saw 
as disrespectful to their religion.

The U.S. Department of Justice, which 
had filed suit against the MTA, said that 
under the agreement the agency would pay 
$184,000 to eight current or former workers 
who had been “denied religious accommo-
dation” in the former policy.

MTA officials said the change in pol-
icy permits employees to wear turbans on 
the job if they match the blue of the agency 
uniform.

The dispute goes back to a policy that 
took effect after the Sept. 11, 2001, attack on 

the World Trade Center, after which Sikhs 
and Muslims were required to either wear 
headdresses with the MTA emblem or ac-
cept duty that was out of the view of the 
public.

Amardeep Singh, director of the Sikh 
Coalition, said “the policy made abso-
lutely no sense. I think it was the result of 
people’s fears of Muslims or anyone who 
looked Muslim after 9/11, and so the MTA’s 
way of dealing with that issue was to brand 
us with their logo to make ‘MTA-approved’ 
Muslim or Sikhs.”

City Councilman Mark Weprin (second 
from r.) and Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
(c.) participate in the signing ceremo-
ny for the Workplace Religious Freedom Act. 

Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg

MTA badges no longer required
on employees’ turbans, khimars 
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LATE PAGE

DON’T RUN,PRAY

STARTS FRIDAY, JUNE 8
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www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Open House  Saturday, June 9 at 1 pm
• Learn about our Degree & Internship Programs 

 • Presentations & Demonstrations in our Professional Studios
  • Meet with Admissions & Financial Aid Representatives

   • Scholarships Available  

Five Towns College

Summer Classes & Workshops for High School Students  
 July 2 - August 10

  Summer Programs for Graduate Students  
   July 2 - August 10

    Summer College Programs   
     May 21 - July 20

BY JOE ANUTA
 
After state Assembly-

woman Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) decided to run for 
Congress, a rush of Asian 
candidates have officially 
declared their intention 
to run in the new majority 
Asian state Assembly seat 
based in Flushing.

Both the major politi-
cal parties in Queens en-
dorsed candidates for the 
seat, created in the decen-
nial redistricting process 
to consist of more than 60 
percent of Asian residents. 
Flushing is currently rep-
resented by Meng, who 
could have ran for re-
election but is running for 
Congress with the backing 
of the Queens Democratic 
Party instead.

That same party qui-
etly endorsed Flushing 
resident Ron Kim for the 
Assembly seat on Memo-
rial Day.

Kim is a former om-
budsman for Govs. Eliot 

Spitzer and David 
Paterson, but re-
cently was hired 
at The Parkside 
Group, a political 
consulting firm most close-
ly tied with the county par-
ty and Evan Stavisky, son 
of state Sen. Toby Stavisky 
(D-Whitestone). Queens 
Democrats spokesman 
Michael Reich cited Kim’s 
“vast government experi-
ence and dynamic connec-
tion with the community” 
as the reasons why he was 
chosen.

The party sent out a 
formal notice Tuesday.

“As an immigrant and 
the son of a Vietnam vet-
eran, I have seen just how 
much is possible in this 
great country. I am run-
ning for the New York state 
Assembly to be a fierce ad-
vocate for great schools, 
and good jobs for Queens,” 
Kim said in a statement.

The Queens GOP, on 
the other hand, held a news 
conference Monday to en-

dorse Phil Gim for 
the same seat.

Gim is a small 
business owner and 
former postal worker 

and U.S. census supervisor, 
according to his campaign.

“We need to cut the red 
tape, bureaucracy, taxes 
and fees that make doing 
anything in this state so un-
doable,” Gim said, speaking 
at Puccini Restaurant in 
Whitestone, just outside of 
the district he will be run-
ning in.

Earlier in the day, an-
other Republican hopeful 
clad in an American flag 
tie announced his bid for 
the seat in front of Flushing 
High School. 

Hank Yeh, a Flushing 
businessman and former 
school board member, tout-
ed his longtime presence in 
the Flushing community 
and said his No. 1 priority  
would be to reform the edu-
cation system in the city if 
elected.

“I’m not an overnight 

political figure who popped 
out of nowhere,” he said.

Yeh was the former 
treasurer for Yen Chou, 
who ran unsuccessfully for 
the Flushing City Council 
seat in 2009 and is rumored 

to have an interest in the 
current Assembly race on 
the Democratic side.

Yeh has the backing 
of former state Sen. Frank 
Padavan, a powerful north-
east Queens Republican, 

but Yeh did not get the en-
dorsement of the Queens 
GOP, though, and was 
passed over along with an-
other candidate who decid-
ed last week to run without 
the party’s support.

Sunny Hahn an-
nounced her bid at the 
Bowne House Historical 
Society in downtown Flush-
ing last Thursday.

Hahn had initially 
sought the GOP’s blessing 
to run in another race: the 
Senate district currently 
represented by Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone), 
sources said. Instead, the 
Queens GOP endorsed J.D. 
Kim.

But several members 
of the Queens Village Re-
publican Club did come out 
to support Hahn, who said 
she would not be making 
any empty campaign prom-
ises like other politicians.

“I’m not going to say 
what I’m going to do,” she 
said. “The only thing I can 
promise is the truth.”

Phil Gim (clockwise from top l.), Sunny Hahn, Ron 
Kim and Hank Yeh have all officially announced they 
will run for the newly created Flushing Assembly seat. 

Photos by Joe Anuta, courtesy Queens Democratic Party 
and Christina Santucci

Field of Asian candidates vie for Meng seat
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BLUE SKIES
Elected officials, including Borough President Helen Marshall (fifth 
from r.), joined JetBlue officials in April to officially open the airline’s 
new offices in the historic Brewster Building on Queens Plaza North 
in Long Island City. Photo courtesy borough president’s office

GRAND HELP
The Howard Beach Columbus Day Foundation assisted Margaret 
Insalaco (l.) with her son Lenny’s tuition at St. Francis Preparatory 
High School by awarding a $1,000 check. Pictured alongside 
Insalaco is state Sen. Joseph Addabbo presenting the check on 
behalf of the Howard Beach Columbus Day Foundation.

THE TAX MAN
To help his constituents file their taxes more easily and on time, 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo Jr. held a free tax preparation day in 
March. The total amount tax preparers were able to get refunded 
to 30 attendees was $13,960.

COUNCILWOMAN FOR A DAY
Michelle Coleman (r.), 16, of Forest Hills, enjoyed the experience 
of serving as the 29th District City Council member for a day. As 
part of Women History Month, members of the Council’s Women’s 
Caucus each brought in their Council member for the day. Coleman 
stands with Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz.

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!
City Councilman Daniel Dromm (l.) joined Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen, 
Bangladeshi ambassador to the United Nations in New York (r.), at 
a reception to celebrate the 41st Bangladeshi independence day 
in March.

TWICE AS NICE
For the second consecutive year, LaGuardia Community College’s 
honor society was this year’s top chapter among more than 60 
in the New York region, receiving the highest prize — the Most 
Distinguished Chapter Award — and a host of other awards. Shown 
are members Yosep Lee (r.) and SeungHwan Oh.

CROSSROADS
State Assemblyman Mike Miller (standing, fourth from r.) gave 
Assembly citations to several local crossing guards at a ceremony 
at the Brewery Keenan Heisser American Legion Post No. 1815. The 
guards, all assigned to posts in the 104th Precinct, were honored 
for their years of service and dedication.

LUCK OF THE IRISH
U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (l.) meets with Irish Prime Minister Enda 
Kenny March 20 during the latter’s visit to Washington, D.C.

UPGRADE
City Councilman Daniel Dromm (fourth from l.) presented IS 61 
Principal Joe Lisa (fourth from r.) and students with a check for 
$130,000 to upgrade the Corona school’s auditorium.
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WE HAVE YOU COVERED HEAD TO TOE

DOC CARE
Your Primary Care & Specialty Physicians

Call For Appointment
Walk-Ins Welcome

66-55 Fresh Pond Road, Ridgewood
718-497-1919

68-23 Fresh Pond Road, Ridgewood
718-497-2322

DocCare
HEALING,

HEALTH,

HOPE®

®

Dr. Marc Sherman
CARDIOLOGIST

HEALTHCARE SERVICES OFFERED:

Cardiology Consult• 
EKG• 
Echo• 

Stress Echo• 
Nuclear Stress Test• 

Carotid Doppler Study• 
Vascular Doppler Including Aorta, Renal, • 

Venus, and Peripheral Artery
HOSPITAL AFFILIATIONS:

NYU Medical Center• 
St. John’s Hospital• 
St. Luke’s Hospital• 

Doc Care Proudly Presents
Dr. Marc Sherman

Learn more at: www.doccareny.com
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LATE PAGE

122-16 15th Ave. College Point NY 11356
(718) 321-0980 F: (718) 321-0981

www.rctperformance.com

Mention this 
ad to receive a 

$20.00
Discount on your
wheel alignment!!!

Waste Management is committed to protecting
the environment and preserving 
natural resources. That commitment 
extends to our efforts to restore 
wildlife habitat around our facilities 
nationwide. Working with 
the Wildlife Habitat Council 
and local conservation groups, 
we have set aside over 25,000 
acres for wildlife at 100 
Waste Management sites –
including one right here
in New York City.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Making a Home for Wildlife Looking for a quality
Medicare Supplement?

One that is high in value and backed by a 
superior-rated Company?*
First United American’s High Deductible Plan F+ offers important 

protection at an affordable cost!

For A Quality Medicare 
Supplement, Contact:

Dennis Weil, CLU, ChFC

dw.theplanninggroup@gmail.com
Serving Northern Queens Over 30 Years

Policy Form [NYMSHDF10]. Benefits from Plan F+ begin after out-of-pocket expenses exceed the Medicare 
calendar year deductible, [$2,000 in 2010]. Additional Medicare Supplements available which may be better 

suited to customer’s needs. These policies meets the minimum standards for MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT INSURANCE 
as defined by the New York State Insurance Department. The expected benefit ratio for this policy is 65%. This 

ratio is the portion of future premiums which the Company expects to return as benefits, when averaged over all 
people with this policy. IMPORTANT NOTICE – A CONSUMER’S GUIDE TO HEALTH INSURANCE FOR PEOPLE ELIGIBLE 

FOR MEDICARE MAY BE OBTAINED FROM YOUR LOCAL SOCIAL SECURITY OFFICE OR FROM THIS INSURER. First United 
American Life Insurance Company is not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the federal 

Medicare program. This is a solicitation for insurance. You may be contacted by an Agent representing First United 
American Life Insurance Company. *A.M. Best rating [6/09].NYHDF1-R10 FUA1425

BY REBECCA HENELY

A 2-month-old baby 
has been on life support 
since her father allegedly 
shook her twice within the 
span of a month, causing 
severe injuries throughout 
her body, the Queens dis-
trict attorney’s office said.

Israel Garcia, 27, of 41st 
Avenue near 95th Street in 
Elmhurst, was arraigned 
on charges of assault and 
endangering the welfare of 
a child in Queens Criminal 
Court May 30, the DA said. 
Since the baby, Maria Gor-
dillo, is so severely injured, 
Garcia’s charges would be 
increased if she dies, the 
DA said.

Garcia’s first alleged 
incident of harm to his 
baby occurred early in May 
after he had come home 
in a tired and frustrated 
state, the DA said. Garcia 
heard Maria crying and 

then allegedly grabbed her, 
squeezed her around her 
torso and then moved her 
repeatedly up and down, 
the DA said. He allegedly 
told the authorities that he 
thought he broke Maria’s 
ribs but did not inform any-
one, the DA said.

The baby required seri-
ous medical attention after 
May 28, the DA said. Garcia 
had been alone with Maria 
and, after waking up from 
a nap, she started to cry, 
the DA said. Garcia alleg-
edly grabbed her and shook 
her for three minutes until 
she was quiet and seemed 
to go back to sleep, the DA 
said. When Maria would 
not wake up again, Garcia 
called 911, the DA said.

Maria was taken to 
Elmhurst Center Hospital 
that same day, and later to 
New York University Lan-
gone Medical Center in 
Manhattan, the DA said. 

Maria’s injuries included 
bleeding on the brain in 
multiple places, retinal 
hemorrhages in her left eye, 
brain injuries from trauma 
and oxygen deprivation, 
many old rib fractures and 
bruises on her left foot and 
back.

These injuries are con-
sistent with Shaken Baby 
Syndrome and could result 
in her death, the DA said.

Garcia, who has been 
held without bail, faces 
up to 25 years in prison if 
convicted, the DA said. His 
next court date is June 11, 
the DA said.

District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown said in a state-
ment that his office has 
been seeing too many cases 
of Shaken Baby Syndrome 
despite health providers 
and law enforcement agen-
cies making greater efforts 
to educate new parents.

Elmhurst father, 27, charged
with shaking baby daughter
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Your Heart Doctors are in... Maspeth
Dr. Mark Balek joins Dr. Greg Gustafson to provide even more access to a 

higher level of heart care, right here.
The expertise, treatments and technology of the Heart Hospital of Queens at New York 

Hospital Queens are even more easily available through our board certified cardiologists, 

Drs. Gustafson and Balek, at their offices on Grand Avenue. 

To get acquainted, or if you want to make sure you are doing everything you can to protect 

your heart health, please give the office a call and schedule an appointment.

Whatever your heart needs, you will find the expertise you can trust and the service you 

deserve, in Maspeth and at the Heart Hospital of Queens at NYHQ.

For More Information or to
Schedule an Appointment:

718-670-2087 
72-41 Grand Avenue
Maspeth, NY 11378

nyhq.org

THE HEART HOSPITAL
OF QUEENS

BY JOE ANUTA

Opponents of a trash 
transfer station currently 
being built in the flight 
path of LaGuardia Airport 
filed their final arguments 
in the U.S. Court of Appeals 
last week, contending that 
the station will increase the 
likelihood of bird strikes.

The decision in the 
appeals case is now in the 
hands of three judges, and 
the Friends of LaGuardia 
Airport Inc., a group op-
posed to the construction 
of the College Point trans-
fer station, hopes its efforts 
will result in the city scrap-
ping the facility.

With the appeal, the 
group wants to throw a 
wrench into the process of 
how the airport gets federal 
money to operate, accord-
ing to its president, Ken 
Paskar.

“When the federal gov-
ernment gives money, one 
of the conditions is when 

you receive that money, 
you can’t do anything that 
would make the airport 
more dangerous,” Paskar 
said in an interview, refer-
ring to the conditions as 
grant assurances.

The appeal Paskar and 
his lawyers are currently 
involved in stems from the 
original case they filed in 
April 2011.

In that court case, the 
Friends of LaGuardia Air-
port filed a complaint al-
leging that the city violated 
the federal grant assur-
ances since LaGuardia has 
received hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars over several 
decades.

Paskar and his group 
believe the marine trans-
fer station, which is 2,200 
feet from Runway 31, will 
attract birds that could get 
caught in the engines of de-
parting flights, much like 
US Airways Flight 1549, 
which flew into a flock of 
geese in 2009 and had to 

make an emergency land-
ing in the Hudson River. 
They contend the risk of 
bird strikes violates the 
terms of grant assurances.

But the Federal Avia-
tion Administration main-
tains that grant assurances 
do not apply even to the 
city.

In the original court 

case, the FAA took the city’s 
name off the complaint, ar-
guing that the city does not 
actually own the airport. 
The FAA’s decision cleared 
the city of any conflict due 
to grant assurances, which 
is why Paskar and his law-
yers filed the current ap-
peal.

Fast forward to this 

year, and the Friends of 
LaGuardia Airport is now 
claiming that New York 
City owns the airport and 
that it should never have 
been dismissed from last 
year’s complaint.

As an example of evi-
dence, the group pointed to 
lease agreements signed by 
the city.

But lawyers from the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
are arguing that the FAA 
acted properly by dismiss-
ing New York City and that 
the city only owns the land 
underneath the airport.

Furthermore, Justice 
argued that it is the Port 
Authority of New York & 
New Jersey that has re-
ceived about $300 million 
in federal funding since 
1982 and has been subject 
to the grant assurances, not 
the city.

And since the FAA 
already signed off on the 
transfer station, Justice is 
arguing that construction 
— scheduled to be complet-
ed next year — is legal.

It is unclear how long 
the judges will deliberate 
on the case before either 
adding the city back onto 
last year’s complaint or 
agreeing with the lower 
court ruling.

Opponents of a College Point trash transfer station believe birds, such as the geese, ducks and 
seagulls taking a dip near the World’s Fair Marina, will be attracted to the facility and pose a threat 
to airplanes.

Judges to hear case on College Point trash facility
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Hundreds of graduates received their degrees in 
Queens last week. (Clockwise from top l.) Katrina 
Sweeney moves over her tassle at Queensborough 
Community College; Marta Sokoloska waves to the 
crowd at Queens College; Eberg Beauzile places his 
cap on his daughter Kalina, 5, at Queens College’s 
lawn; Fredy Mendoza, an Army veteran who served 
as a gunner, receives his diploma with his dog 
Spunky at Queensborough; Simeon Pollydoore 
holds his degree in dance from Queensborough; 
and David Orner, who studied neuroscience at 
Queens College, wears mice ears to represent his 
research with mice. Photos by Christina Santucci  

Graduation Day
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Sponsors: CBRE, Citibank, The Foundry 
Media Sponsor: New Corporation/Times Ledger Newspapers  

Co-sponsors: Atlantic Maintenance Corporation, di Domenico + Partners, Green Mountain 
Graphics, Imaging Solutions Group, Lyons Mortgage Services, Inc., Mount Sinai Queens, Public Service Truck 

Renting, Inc., SDS Global Logistics, Shine Electronics Inc., The Jennings Company, 
York Scaffold Equipment Corp. 

 

Mingle with other LIC community members 
while enjoying wine and hors d'oeuvres 

 

Purchase tickets at www.licpartnership.org or 718-786-5300 x21 
$40 for members $50 for non-members 

Tuesday, June 12 
6 – 8 PM 

The Foundry 
42-38 9 Street 

Long Island City, NY 11101 

Spring Gathering 
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

BY PHIL CORSO

A Bayside Hills sev-
enth-grader placed third 
for the second year in a row 
last week in the Scripps Na-
tional Spelling Bee.

Falling victim to 
the word “schwannoma,” 
Aryind Mahankali, 12, 
ended the national spelling 
tournament in third place 
for the second time in an 
attempt to be crowned the 
best speller. Though he did 
not come out as champion, 
Mahankali said he still 
planned on returning to 
the event next year.

The seventh-grader 
at MS 74 Nathaniel Haw-
thorne, at 61-15 Oceania 
St. in Oakland Gardens, 
spelled out “schvonoma” 
before being eliminated.

Schwannoma is a 
tumor of the peripheral 
nerve.

Dennis Walcott, the 
city schools chancellor, 
visited the Bayside school 
Monday morning to con-
gratulate Mahankali for 
his success in the tourna-
ment.

City Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio took to Twit-
ter to congratulate the 

young Queens contender, 
adding that his success in 
the competition made New 
York City proud.

The first place trophy 
went to 14-year-old Snigdha 
Nandipati of San Diego, 
Calif., after she spelled 
the French word “guetap-
ens” for the championship. 
Guetapens is an ambush.

The Scripps National 
Spelling Bee is the coun-
try’s largest and longest-
running event of its kind, 
sponsored by the E.W. 
Scripps Co. as well as local 
sponsors throughout the 
world.

Students practice 
through materials pro-
vided by the spelling bee 
and advance to the national 
event near Washington, 
D.C., by winning a series 
of spelling contests  as out-
lined by their local spelling 
bee sponsors.

Bayside Hills seventh grader 
takes third in spelling bee

           Aryind Mahankal 
Photo courtesy Scripps National 

Spelling Bee
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BY JOE ANUTA
 

Solar power has a fu-
ture in Flushing, but there 
are several obstacles stand-
ing in the way, a study com-
pleted by a group of Queens 
College students showed 
last week.

Students who em-
barked on a semester-long 
study presented their find-
ings Friday at the Flushing 
branch of the Queens Pub-
lic Library.

The group of 11 found 
that if solar panes were 
placed on several apart-
ment rooftops in the Mitch-
ell Linden area, they could 
provide up to $408,984 in 
annual electricity savings, 
which could help ease en-
ergy needs in the greater 
Flushing area.

“This area is known 
for pollution, congestion 
and for using quite a bit of 
energy,” said Lenny Zwi-
bel.

The panels on top of 

Mitchell Linden houses 
would pay for themselves in 
5 1/2 years, according to the 
students, but also provide a 
lot more stability for some 
of the middle-class families 
who live in the buildings.

“Usually these fami-
lies get hit hardest when 
we have increases in elec-
tricity costs,” said Carina 
Nieves.

The study broke down 
roof space in the neighbor-
hood that might feasibly 
host solar panels. In addi-
tion to Mitchell Linden, the 
team identified all of the 
city-owned buildings that 
could serve as venues for 
panels as well.

In particular, city 
Department of Education 
property made up 68 per-
cent of city-owned space 
throughout Community 
Board 7, which covers 
Flushing, Whitestone, Col-
lege Point, Mitchell-Linden, 
Auburndale, Murray Hill 
and Broadway-Flushing.

But the class, called 
Solar Flushing, said many 
residents in the neighbor-
hood do not consider solar 
energy a viable option.

“The people of Flush-
ing currently do not see 
solar panels as a neces-
sity,” said Brandon Butt. 
“We need to educate people 
that it is logical to make the 

switch to solar in the long 
run.”

Solar panels might not 
be the cheapest way to get 
power, the group conceded, 
but the panels can produce 
clean energy and eventu-
ally pay for themselves, 
although timeframes vary 
widely.

But even if someone 

wanted to install solar pan-
els, the amount of red tape 
involved in the permitting 
process on the city level is 
a disincentive, the group 
said.

Reforms to the per-
mit process, which student 
Seth Pollack  called “oner-
ous,” are needed so anyone 
wanting to build is not dis-

couraged.
In addition, many resi-

dents or businesses who 
might be interested in so-
lar energy are turned off by 
the uncertainty of federal 
subsidies, the team said.

Currently, the instal-
lation of solar panels can 
earn tax breaks from the 
White House, but there is 
no guarantee of how long 
those subsidies will last.

“Government support 
is essential,” said graduate 
student Sarah Salama.

On the city level, none 
of the agencies have taken 
an interest in solar energy, 
the group found, largely 
due to budget cuts.

Legislation is in the 
pipeline on the federal and 
state levels to give solar 
energy a boost, but the So-
lar Flushing class found 
that more can be done on a 
grassroots level to promote 
the technology.

Civic leader John Choe (l.-r.) students Carina Nieves and Brandon Butt, instructor Tarry Hum, stu-
dents David Nicholas and Lenny Zwibel, graduate student Sarah Salama and students William Leverett 
and Seth Pollack pose after the students completed their presentation. Photo by Joe Anuta

Queens College study charts Flushing’s solar power
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36 Flushing pol persists in honoring comfort women 
BY JOE ANUTA

A group of Korean-
American civic organiza-
tions and city lawmakers 
gathered Monday night to 
remember the Asian wom-
en who they contend were 
forced into sex slavery dur-
ing World War II, a topic 
that has also heated up ten-
sions between the group 
and Japan.

“We are asking every-
one here to support con-
structing more monuments 
for comfort women,” said 
Chang Han, president of 
The Korean American As-
sociation of Greater New 
York.

Han spoke to a crowd 
of about 100 people in the 
auditorium of JHS 189, 
at 144-80 Barclay Ave. in 
Flushing, where he and 
other speakers referred to a 
New Jersey plaque that was 
erected in 2009 as the first 
monument in the country 
to commemorate comfort 

women, who they said came 
primarily from Korea, Chi-
na and the Philippines and 
were used as sex slaves by 
the Japanese military.

City Councilman Pe-
ter Koo (D-Flushing) also 
spoke, recalling the fact 
that he met comfort women 
at an event held at the Kup-
ferberg Holocaust Center at 
Queensborough Commu-
nity College in Bayside.

“We cannot go back in 
time and stop the barbaric 
acts against innocent wom-
en perpetrated by Japanese 
soldiers. We cannot change 
history,” Koo said, adding 
that the best he can do is 
to try to honor the women’s 
memory with a memo-
rial and street renaming 
in Flushing through the 
Council, although no time 
frame has been set.

But vocal Japanese op-
ponents of the proposal de-
nied that the comfort wom-
en even existed, instead 
portraying them as willing 

prostitutes seeking cash.
On the White House 

website, more than 25,000 
people have signed a pe-
tition asking “President 
Obama to remove the [New 
Jersey] monument and not 

to support any interna-
tional harassment related 
to this issue against the 
people of Japan.”

The petition drew more 
than 25,000 signatures in 30 
days, which means accord-

ing to its policy, the White 
House is required to re-
spond to the request.

Government officials 
from the island nation 
also flew to New Jersey to 
request in person that the 

plaque be taken down, and 
Japanese citizens bombard-
ed the mailboxes of Koo’s 
colleagues in the Council 
with letters suggesting 
that the Shanghai native 
is pandering to his Korean 
base in an election year, a 
charge Koo denies.

Other speakers at the 
event explicitly said plans 
for comfort women memo-
rials were not designed 
simply as barbs at Japan.

“Some people believe 
we are doing this because 
we have anti-Japanese 
sentiments,” said Chae No 
of the Flushing-based non-
profit Korean American 
Civic Empowerment.

But No argued that the 
reason for the memorials 
is to preserve history and 
make sure it does not hap-
pen again.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Members of the Korean community and lawmakers, including Peter Koo (second from r.) and Mark 
Weprin (fifth from r.), say the pledge of allegiance before a program honoring comfort women. 



BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Good food brings people togeth-
er, and knowing how to cook well is 
a true talent.

It turns out that cook-author 
Julie Powell, of Columbia Pictures’ 
“Julie and Julia” (2009) fame, and 
Min Chen, chef and manager of Long 
Island City’s popular eatery, Lounge 
47, are the best of friends.

It may have been karma that 
brought the two L.I.C. neighborhood 
foodies together, leading them to 
join culinary forces as they teamed 
up to revamp the menu at the artsy 
Hunters Point spot to “reflect the 
changing neighborhood, and draw 
in adventurous new eaters,” said 
Powell.

Nearly 30 in August 2002, Pow-
ell decided to chronicle her double 
life in her Julie/Julia Project Blog, 
based on an unusual cooking adven-
ture she was launching avec iconic 
chef Julia Child’s cook’s bible, “Mas-
tering the Art of French Cooking” 
(1961).

The blogger describes herself 
as a “government drone by day, ren-
egade foodie by night… Julie Powell 
was looking for a challenge. And in 
the Julie/Julia project she found it. 
Risking her marriage, her job, and 
her cats’ well-being, she has signed 
on for a deranged assignment. 365 
days. 536 recipes. One girl and a 
crappy outer borough kitchen.” The 

couple has been living on Jackson 
Avenue.

Ultimately, the challenge paid 
off big time with a hit book and mov-
ie starring Meryl Streep and Amy 
Adams.

“Min and I became friends at 
the Murray Park dog run,” said 
Powell in an interview. “Her Lhasa 
Apso, Schatzi, is friends with my 
Cane Corso, Beatrice. We quickly 
found we had a lot in common, in-
cluding our voracious appetites and 
passion for fun, unpretentious, un-
usual food.”

Chen, who is single, 50 “and 
looking,” lives three blocks from 
Lounge 47, 47-10 Vernon Blvd., 
known for its retro décor with ’50s 
era vinyl booths, a great wine selec-
tion, scrumptious appetizers/tapas, 
salads, burgers and the rock-filled 
back garden seating area.

At one time, Chen worked for an 
investment bank and said she had 
become so disenchanted with corpo-
rate life that she quit her job and vol-
unteered at a women’s organization 
called Hayden Hall in Darjeeling, 
India for more than two years. She 
came back to Queens to open Lounge 
47 with two partner-friends in the 
summer of 2003. She sold her share 
in 2008 but returned in January 2011 
as manager and chef.

An obsessive recipe collec-
tor, Chen said she has eaten her 
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Continued on Page 38

The cuisine at Lounge 47 runs a flavorful inter-
national gamut with South African borscht salad 
(clockwise from top l.), a braised pork belly bun, 
beers from around the globe, Vietnamese wraps 
with grilled and marinated chicken, and General 
Tso’s chicken. Photos by Bradley Hawks

The cuisine at Lounge 47 runs a flavorful inter
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way around the world and 
cooked with ladies who live 
on Park Avenue to ladies 
who cook over charcoal 
stoves in some remote Kyr-
gyz village while picking 
up pointers from both sides 
of the divide.

“Min is really the driv-
ing force in the kitchen. She 
is also a great collaborator, 
taking the best ideas of her 
kitchen staff and friends 
like me and folding them 
into her own,” said Powell.

So they dreamed up 
a new menu but kept some 
of the standard faves, like 
burgers and deviled eggs, to 
please their loyal regulars. 
“We’ve built a family here. 
Most of our customers are 
locals from the ‘hood and 
probably live no more than 
five blocks from us,” Chen 
said. They get a cool crowd 
of professionals and artists 
— some with kids.

“People are more open 
and friendlier here than 
anywhere else I’ve lived. 

During the summer, neigh-
bors congregate on their 
stoops to have a chin wag. 
I seldom need to go into 
Manhattan. I play and dine 
right here and love it.”

The Piggyback
While Chen heart-

ily confesses Powell is the 
brainchild behind many of 
the restaurant’s creations, 
she prides herself for the 
being the vehicle for their 
success.

“Julie has all the wild 
ideas and I try and come 
up with ways to adapt them 
for Lounge 47,” said Chen. 
For instance, Powell was 
testing some General Tso’s 
Chicken recipes and since 
they wanted wings on the 
menu Chen suggested us-
ing her idea. It was a big 
hit with customers. “While 
we were testing our way 
through our cocktail menu, 
Julie suggested a more ro-
bust — um, ‘manly’ — cock-
tail over the frou-frou-tinis 
and presto the Piggyback 
was born. It’s a shot of Pig’s 

Nose Scotch backed by a 
shot of homemade pickle 
juice,” said Chen.

While still keeping 
Julia Child’s techniques 
in mind, Powell said she 
doesn’t cook with as much 
butter or cream and places 
“more emphasis on fresh-
ness and local ingredients 
than JC was able to do back 
in 1961.”

But when she’s cooking 
for family and friends, she 
often turns to the comfort 
food cuisines of her Texas 
youth: Southern, Mexican, 
Cajun. “I like big pots of 
things, and I like it hot and 
spicy.”

Food for healing
A while back, Powell 

decided she wanted to take 
up butchering, apparently 
a great outlet for working 
through an illicit love af-
fair that almost ruined her 
marriage. What better way 
to get out your frustrations 
than by cleaving, right? The 
name of her recent memoir, 
“Cleaving,” is a story about 
marriage, meat and obses-
sion.

So, what else is she up 

to these days? “Well, like all 
freelancers, I have a couple 
of super-top-secret projects 
in the air, including a novel 
that is coming very slowly. 
The story will allow me to 
explore my geeky side a bit 
more, so that will be fun,” 
said Powell. “I have other 

torches in the fire, but it’s 
bad luck to discuss them. 
I’m superstitious, so I don’t 
like to talk much about my 
projects until they’re ready 
to go.”

Both Chen and Powell 
agree that they’re not try-
ing to create haute cuisine 

at Lounge 47, and don’t as-
pire to be Top Chefs. “We’re 
just two very enthusiastic 
home cooks. ‘Eat, drink and 
be merry’ is our motto.”

Learn more about 
Lounge 47 at www.lounge47.
com.

Continued from Page 37

Lounge 47

Lounge 47 chef Min Chen and her partner in food, author Julie Powell. Photo by Bradley Hawks
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CONCERTS

Outdoors Festival — Two free 
concerts of Spanish and Latin 
American music and dance 
in Thomson Hill Park/Noonan 
Playground. Enjoy highlights 
of our most popular programs. 
Bring lawn chairs or blankets.
When: June 10, 1 pm
Where: Thomson Hill Park/
Noonan Playground, Greenpoint 
Avenue between 42nd and 43rd 
streets, Sunnyside

York College Ambassadors/
Mambo Negro — Jazz student 
of York College in Jamaica.
When: June 7, 5:30 pm
Where: York College 
Performing Arts Center, 94-20 
Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica
Contact: (718) 262-2000
Website: www.york.cuny.edu

Quintet of the Americas — 
The program will feature Ann 
McMillan’s Cloud Forest with 
recorded crane songs, Judah 
Adashi’s Song of the Birds from 
Songs and Dances of Macondo, 
Jack Gottlieb’s Twilight Crane 
with narrator, James Cohn’s 

Goldfi nch Variations, Elliott 
Schwartz’s Bird Bath, Charlie 
Parker¹s Yardbird Suite, songs 
by Gaudencio Thiago de Mello, 
Heitor Villa-Lobos’ Song of the 
Dove, Jose Barros’ El Picafl or 
and music from Ecuador and 
Colombia.
When: June 17, 2:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main Street, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Father’s Day Storytime — Give 
thanks to all the wonderful 
dads in our community.
When: June 16, 11 am
Where: Barnes & Noble, 176-60 
Union TPKE., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 380-7077

Big Apple Circus — It’s 
stupendous, it’s amazing, it’s 
the Dream Big circus! Come and 
see jugglers, balancing acts, 
spirited horses and Grandma 
the clown.
When: Through June 17

Where: Cunningham Park, 196-
22 Union Turnpike at Francis 
Lewis Blvd., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (800) 922-3772
Website: bigapplecircus.org

Seeing Trees — View images 
from 18 artists of trees in 
various landscapes.
When: Through Aug. 18
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Wbesite: www.nyscience.org

Cartoon exhibit — Animation: 
A 6,000 square exhibit features 
characters from the Cartoon 
Network, including larger than 
life graphics, animation from 
concept to fi nished product, 
storyboarding, character 
design and drawing.
When: Weekdays, 9:30 am–5 
pm, Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm, through Sept. 2
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: www.nyscience.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on Page 40

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices

C
YY

The Mermaids’ Tale — 
Following the success of 
the Wizard of Oz, L. Frank 
Baum would go on to write 
the charming underwater 
adventure The Sea Fairies, 
published in 1911. Though one 
of Baum’s more obscure titles, 
it came to the attention of 
playwright and director Jack 
Dyville and writing partner 
John Stutte, who were inspired 
to adapt the novel into a 
children’s musical.
When: June 9, 2pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The 
play revolves around Pirate 
Pete, a lovable rogue on a 
mission to fi nd his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly (who 
prefers pancakes to boring 
old birdseed). Armed with an 
endearing crew of misfi ts like 
Jolly Roger (the insufferably 
happy second mate) and 
Miroslav, the Czech mate (get 
it?), Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, sword 

fi ghts, and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: June 16, 2 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

School for Murder — A comedy 
murder mystery dinner show.
When: June 15, 8 pm
Where: Riccardo’s, 21-01 24th 
Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 721-7777
Website: www.riccardos.com

La Callas & Medea — Produced, 
Designed and Directed by Angel 
Gil Orrios. The great soprano 
Maria Callas encounters 
her most famous character, 
Medea, in this drama about two 
legendary Greek women, famed 
for their capacity to love and 
fall victim to betrayal by their 
men.
When: Through June 24; 
Fridays, 8 pm, Saturdays, 3 
pm and 8 pm, Sundays, 4 pm, 
from Friday, May 18 to Sunday, 
June 24
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 

Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880; www.
thaliatheatre.org

Drama Class — For ages 8-13. 
Recital in June. Pre-registration 
and payment required. 
Beginners and intermediate two 
separate classes.
When: Through June 30, 10 
am–11 am
Where: Poppenhusen Institute, 
114-04 14th Rd., College Point
Contact: (718) 358-0067

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

Hello, Dolly! — Open auditions 
for numerous speaking and 
singing roles and dance 
opportunities. Rehearsals 
begin in August. Performances 
set for fi rst three weekends in 
November.
Where: Theatre by the Bay, 
13-00 209th St., Bayside
When: June 7, 7:30 pm
Contact: (718) 428-6363
Website: www.
theatrebythebay.com

Make Father’s Day Memorable

VILLAGGIO
R I S TO R A NTE

FI N E ITA LI A N CU ISI N E

150-07 14th Rd, Whitestone

718-747-111
www.villaggio-ristorante.com

Open for Lunch & Dinner
7 Days A Week

Sun. – Thurs. 12pm – 10pm
Fri. & Sat. 12pm – 11pm

Serving Our Regular Menu  
and Daily Specials

Traditional Brick Oven Pizza
Delicious Pasta Dishes
Large Selection of Wine & Beer

Celebrating 
The Man

In Your Family

Make Your Reservations Today!
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Theater and Dance Children’s 
Workshop — Thalia Spanish 
Theatre is proud to announce 
its biligunal theatre movement 
and dance for children 
workshop taught by Yloy 
Ybarra, incorporating Flamenco 
and Mexican folkloric styles. It 
will accommodate both Spanish 
and English-speaking children. 
The age group is from 5-12 
years old.
When: Saturdays through June 
23, 10 am
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

 EVENTS

LIC Bike Parade — Taught by 
Monique Schubert. Weather 
permitting.
When: June 9, 11 am–6 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratesscultpurepark.org

A Matter of Taste — Wine 
tasting.
When: June 10
Where: Fort Totten, Fort Totten, 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 352-1769

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
—  Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each 
week. Comics range from 
underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. 
The show is absolutely free, 
no cover charge and no drink 
minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: www.bigbencomedy.
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars/

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of 
Art and MetLife Foundation 
invite families of all ages to an 
exciting array of interactive 
dance, art and music 
workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Cost: Free

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 39

Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700 

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Portrait of a King — Susan 
Varo’s tribute to Michael 
Jackson. Reception June 16 at 
2 p.m
When: Through July 31
Where: Langston Hughes Public 
Library, 100-01 Northern Blvd., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 651-1100
Website: www.queenslibrary.
org

Bill Bollinger — Bollinger made 
signifi cant waves in the late 
1960s, challenging the limits 
of sculpture and expanding 
thought regarding concept, 
materiality, and commodity. 
His works were made from 
primarily pre-fabricated 
industrial supplies, such as 
sawhorses, oil drums, rubber 
tubing and cyclone fence. 
Focusing on the gesture of 
construction and the physical 
limits of material, Bollinger’s 
work addressed ideas of 
gravity, balance and material 
nature.

When: Through July 30
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratesscultpurepark.org

Civic Action — Opening 
reception May 13. Artists: 
Natalie Jeremijenko and 
xClinic, Mary Miss, Rirkrit 
Tiravanija, and George Trakas. 
Co-organized with The Noguchi 
Museum and curated by Amy 
Smith-Stewart.
When: Through Aug. 5
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 

Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratesscultpurepark.org

The Story of Life: Dong Hee 
Lee Solo Exhibition — Lee’s 
art expresses the life that 
comes into existence through 
competitions of survival at the 
level of cells. In addition, the 
embryo LED light series shows 
the mysterious processes of 
human beings by making an 
essential connection with life 
and light. Opening reception 
June 1 at 6 pm.
When: Through July 1
Where: Yegam Art Space, 196-

50 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 279-7083

Industry/Cinema — The 
installation Industry/Cinema 
is a split-screen work that 
juxtaposes images from 
industrial fi lms and popular 
fi lms made between 1896 and 
1991. With specialized dual-
channel headphones, visitors 
are able to toggle between the 
soundtracks, creating an ever-
changing interplay between 
sound and image as they take 
an illuminating journey through 
fi lm history.
When: Through Aug. 12
Where: Museum of the Moving 

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Across
  1. On ___ (challenged)
  6. First lady’s man?
10. Word with blood or boy
13. Deep-___ (threw away)
14. Senate attire
16. “Evil Woman” singers
17. KIT in an e-mail
19. Particular specialty
20. ‘The lamb was ___ go’
21. Really dry
23. M-R connection
25. AC/DC power
26. Pennies: Abbr.
29. Enlists anew
32. Former acorns
34. “It’s a crock!”
36. 12-time Pro Bowl
       player Junior
37. Cheapskate
39. Cast ___ (fish around)
40. Constitution opener?
41. Rooter preceder
42. Yucatán Indian
44. Coup d’ ___
46. Dirty film?
47. Disgruntled
48. Talked ad nauseam
50. Giants’ grp.
51. Eye part
53. Fox or Rabbit
55. Employed as
58. High-end Hondas
62. Year in Madrid
63. BRB in an e-mail
65. O.J. trial figure
66. Moray seeker
67. Garment style
68. Part of a wk.
69. C&W singer Lovett
70. Buy more Time?

Down
  1. Seeks a price of
  2. Mon ___!
  3. The one firing
  4. Put back in the cage

  5. Paper cutter?
  6. iPhone service prov.
  7. Ski-___ (snow vehicles)
  8. What Juan washes with
  9. Papier ___
10. BBS in an e-mail
11. Rock radio pioneer Freed
12. Iditarod racer
15. Hebrew greeting
18. Casual rebuffs
22. Broadcasts again
24. Line former
26. Cherrystone
27. Brown and Fey
28. SYS
30. Bow ties, e.g.
31. Suffragist Anthony
33. ___ china (wedding gift)
35. Famish
38. A uniform class?
43. If ___
45. Ark scroll
49. Drink for the gods
52. Has ___ for (is intuitive
       about)

54. Coin in Putin’s pocket
55. Golden rule preposition
56. Parisian hub
57. Cambodian currency
59. Water fall?
60. Teenager’s torment
61. Show unfairly
62. “Ready, ___...!”
64. Test for some srs.

Silence is a text
easy to misread.

• • •  A.  Attanasio

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

 By Bill Deasy
y

TimesLedger Newspapers
Jun. 7-13, 2012

  Text Talk 

                 READY,  SET  . . . GO   !

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

Nestled right on the water between the Whitestone and 
Throgs Neck Bridges, is a wonderful Italian Restaurant 

with delicious Italian American favorites, 
and an extensive Regional Wine List

Tuesday - Sunday
4-10 PM  for Dinner

Saturday - Sunday
12-3 PM for Lunch

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO

154-11 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone 
(corner of 154th Street)

For reservations - 718-767-3100

Tuesday - Sunday
4-10 PM  for Dinner

Saturday - Sunday
12-3 PM for Lunch
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V is i t  www.ShopGreatNeck .com for informat ion on these and other Great  Neck P laza events !

SIDEWALK SALE!SIDEWALK SALE!
Thurs. June 14 - Bond St

P R O M E N A D E  N I G H T

Outdoor Dining/Music

Thurs. June 14 - Bond St
P R O M E N A D E  N I G H T

Outdoor Dining/Music

Thurs.  June 14 • 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Fri.    June 15 • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat.   June 16 • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sun.  June 17 • Noon - 5 p.m.

Thurs.  June 14 • 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Fri.    June 15 • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sat.   June 16 • 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sun.  June 17 • Noon - 5 p.m.

6:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.6:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

EDUCATION

Socrates Academy: Artwork 
Screenprinting — With Nick 
Paparone. Learn to silkscreen 
with a limited-edition text by 
artist Rirkit Tiravanija.
When: June 10, 2–4 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratessculpturepark.
eventbrite.com

Socrates Academy: Cooking 
with Fire on Father’s Day — 
With The Brooklyn Kitchen and 
The Meat Hook. Get insider tips 
on how to grill your favorite 
meats just in time for summer.
When: June 17, 2–4 pm
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratessculpturepark.
eventbrite.com

FILM

Idlewild Park Preserve 
Environmental Film Series — 
Monthly environmental fi lm and 
discussion series. Screening 
“Deconstructing Supper” on 
June 28. Lively discussions 
after screening will be followed 
by hands-on activities. 
Sponsored by Eastern Queens 
Alliance.
When: June 28, 7:30–9:30 pm
Where: Idlewild Park Science 
Learning Center Trailer, 149-20 
Springfi eld Lane, Springfi eld 
Gardens
Contact: (347) 824-2301
Website: www.
easternqueensalliance.org

DANCE

Filipino Traditional Dance 
Concert
When: June 9, 7 pm
Where: Our Lady of the Angelus 
Church, 98-05 63rd Drive, Rego 
Park
Contact: (718) 459-2809

Bilingual Theatre Movement 

and Dance for Children 
Workshop — Taught by Yloy 
Ybarra, artistic director of 
ballet fi esta Mexicana, and 
Andrea Del Conte Danza 
España, incorporating 
Flamenco and Mexican 
folkloric movement and dance 

to explore the community’s 
diverse cultural background.
When: Saturdays through June 
23, 10 am–noon
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880

Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

Free Line Dance Lessons 
—  Free line dance lessons 
given by professional dance 
instructor, Bernardo, every 
Monday.
When: Mondays, 1 pm

Cost: Free 
Where: Pomonok Senior Center, 
67-09 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: Jennifer Buljan  (718) 
591-3377

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Walk through our doors and embark on a unique 

dining experience. Feel as if you are in a Tuscan 

neighborhood trattoria in 

Italy while you take in the 

rustic yet refined pizza and 

surroundings of our historic 

setting in East Elmhurst.

Enjoy our handmade food 

paired with special beverages 

including hand craft beers and exceptional global 

wines – all at very approachable prices.

Simplicity has its rewards.

BUON APPETITO

76-08 21st Ave • East Elmhurst • NY • 11370

phone: 718•728•9200 • fax 718•728•9300

www.antoniospizzeriaandwinebar.com
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www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street 
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Guide toDINING To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

718-747-1414BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Waterside Restaurant

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

718-849-3939

VILLAGGIO
���������	

���
����
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BY REBECCA HENELY

When it comes to 
pairing Mexican food and 
American barbecue, the 
owners of Astoria’s MexiB-
BQ say there is more to the 
combination than Tex-Mex.

The restaurant, which 
has been open for almost 
two years at 37-11 30th Ave., 
serves food that blends 
styles of cooking from 
South Carolina, the Baja 
California Peninsula, the 
Yucatan Peninsula and oth-
ers in combinations that 
have been a hit with the 
neighborhood. The restau-
rant also has 48 taps of craft 
beer at any given time.

“There’s a lot of really, 
really unique items that 
you’re not going to get any-
where else,” said Jonathan 
VanSleet, MexiBBQ’s ex-
ecutive chef.

MexiBBQ is the brain-
child of Dimitri Paloumbis, 
who also owns Break Bar & 
Billiards, at 32-04 Broadway 
in Astoria, and Dino Phil-
lippou, who owns upscale 
Greek restaurant Cavo, at 
42-18 31st Ave. in Astoria. 
The two restaurateurs de-
cided to go in together on 
their new eatery based on 
their mutual love of barbe-
cue and beer.

“We figured here, we’d 
do a little more, be creative 
about it,” Paloumbis said.

VanSleet said MexiB-
BQ’s menu serves a variety 
of dishes, both American 
and Mexican, such as burg-
ers, ribs, tacos and quesa-
dillas. The signature dish 
at MexiBBQ is the brisket, 
which is smoked for three 
hours and braised for six.

While Tex-Mex cook-
ing relies on tomato-base 

sauces, VanSleet’s sauces 
can include mustard and 
vinegar like South Carolina 
barbecue, sweet and smoky 
sauces made from agave 
nectar and onions, or a 
house barbecue made from 

achiote, a combination of 
spices and seeds often used 
in the Yucatan. Some dish-
es are also seafood-based 
Mexican dishes favored on 
the Baja Peninsula.

All sauces and dish-

es are cooked in-house, 
VanSleet said.

“When you get your 
plate of food, there’s prob-
ably about 20 hours of work 
that goes into it,” he said.

MexiBBQ also has 48 
different types of craft beer, 
which the owners switch up 
for every season. VanSleet 
said the taps always have 
a combination of strong 
beers, lagers, pilsners and 
darker beers such as por-
ters and stouts.

“If you are into beer 
and you know what style 
you like, it’s going to be 
easy to navigate the menu,” 
VanSleet said.

Those who like any of 
the beers can buy and take 
home a “growler,” a half-
gallon capped container for 
later use. The restaurant 
also sells tequila and bour-
bon.

Other partners in 
MexiBBQ include John 
Bortolis and Rick Bouture-
ia. Julieta Ballesteros is 
the consulting chef.

“We want to do some-
thing more than just a res-
taurant,” Paloumbis said. 
“We want to serve an expe-
rience.”

Hours for MexiBBQ 
are 3 p.m. to 2 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, 11 a.m. to 2 
a.m. Saturday and noon to 2 
a.m. Sunday. The bar closes 
at 1 a.m. every day except 
Friday and Saturday, when 
it closes at 2 a.m. Hours for 
brunch are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday and noon to 4 p.m. 
Sunday.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Jonathan VanSleet (l.) is the executive chef and Dimitri Paloumbis 
is a co-owner of MexiBBQ, a Mexican and American barbecue fu-
sion restaurant in Astoria. The restaurant also sells “growlers” of 
beer, which patrons can buy. Photo by Rebecca Henely

10th Annual Queens Small 
Business and Procurement 
Expo — The forum provides 
Queens and metropolitan area 
small business owners with the 
chance to meet and speak with 
a large number of procurement 
representatives about contract 
opportunities and to network 
with other small businesses. 
Workshops will also be offered 
throughout the day.
When: June 8, 8 am
Where: Con Edison Learning 
Center, 43-82 Vernon Blvd., 
Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5306

Queens College Business 
Forum Breakfast — The 
topic will be Banking and 
the Community, and Kevin 
Cummings, President and CEO 
of Investors Bank, will be the 
guest speaker. Complimentary 
breakfast will be provided. 
Limited seating.
When: June 8, 8 am
Where: Queens College, 65-30 

Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Contact: (718) 997-5000

Jackson Lewis Workplace 
Law Breakfast Series — The 
Queens Chamber of Commerce 
and Jackson Lewis invite you 
to attend the complimentary 
Workplace Law Breakfast 
Series at the Bulova Corporate 
Center. A series of fi ve business 
seminar will address a different 
critical issue in employment 
law. Register today for May and 
June Seminars! Save the date 
for Fall Seminars! Presentation 
has been approved for 1.5 HRCI 
credits.
When: June 12, 8 am
Where: Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, 75-20 Astoria Blvd., 
Suite 140, Jackson Heights

Queens Chamber 
International Business 
Reception — The 2012 
Reception of the International 
Advisory Council. Learn about 
Portrait of America and DREAM, 

an exciting 2012 citywide art 
and cultural event that will 
promote Queens as the city’s 
premier borough. The project 
will launch in spring 2013. Wine 
and cheese will be served.
When: June 12, 5 pm–8 pm
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592 9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

Effective Handling of the “Oh 
S---!” Moments — Networking 
and presentation. Register.
When: June 13, 8 am
Where: Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, 75-20 Astoria Blvd., 
Suite 140, Jackson Heights
Contact:

Powerful You! Women’s 
Network —  A new Queens 
chapter of the national 
organization that empowers 
and supports women in their 
business, personal and spiritual 

lives.
When: Third Tuesday each 
month, noon to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time 
attendees $30, nonmembers 
$40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 
Douglaston Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, 
gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.net, 
(718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  
Led by Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 
35-01 Bell Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer 
at HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 
423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking 
Titans) Weekly Meeting —  BNI 
is a business and professional 
networking organization that 
allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or 

specialty to join a chapter. BNI 
provides positive, supportive 
and structured environment to 
further business through word 
of mouth marketing. Contact 
chapter president Martin Koos 
to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf 
Course, 202-12 Willets Point 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 
488-8877, Ext. 15

BNI Peak Professionals 
Chapter —  BNI is a business 
and professional networking 
organization that allows only 
one person per professional 
classifi cation or specialty to 
join a chapter. BNI Provides 
positive, supportive and 
structured environment to 
further business through 
word of mouth marketing. 
Contact Lydie Pellissier, chapter 
president, to arrange a visit.
When: Wednesdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Fame Diner, 176-19 Union 
Tnpk., Fresh Meadows

Contact: Lydie Pellissier, (718) 
276-8986
Website: www.bniouterboros.
com

The Eastern Queens and 
Long Island Networking 
Group —  This unique business 
networking group discusses 
today’s challenges and helps 
form alliances.  Relationships 
are built. Facilitator is 
Gayle Naftaly, rainmaker, 
entrepreneur, coordinator, 
leader and organizer with 
contacts.
When: Second Wednesday of 
every month
Cost: $20, includes food from 
Marcella’s Pizzeria of Glen Oaks. 
Payment benefi ts the Ronald 
McDonald House of L.I.
Where: Ronald McDonald House 
of Long Island, 267-07 76th Ave., 
New Hyde Park
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, 
gnaftaly@accessoffi ce.net, 
(866) 391-2780
Website: www.accessoffi ce.net

When great food minds unite in Astoria
MexiBBQ, at 37-11 30th Ave., serves up Mexican fare with a stylish fusion of restaurant sensibilities



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UN
E 7

-13
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

WE

44

sugary drinks completely 
was an example of what he 
called nanny government.

“You can’t legislate 
human behavior,” Avella 
said.

Avella said the mayor 
had other options if he 
wanted to reduce obesity, 
such as starting with the 
youth and saving the highly 
contested defunding of the 
city’s Beacon after-school 
programs.

“These are the kinds 
of programs that provide 
exercise for kids, which 
would really help combat 
obesity,” Avella said.

City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
said the mayor should 
leave the small, medium 
and large decisions to city 
dwellers.

“Like everyone else, 
I am concerned about the 
health of New Yorkers, but 
it isn’t the government’s job 

to tell people how much food 
or drink they are allowed to 
consume,” Halloran said.

Halloran said he and 
Councilman Oliver Kop-
pell (D-Bronx) were plan-
ning to circulate a petition 
throughout the Council to 
prevent the proposal from 
going into effect.

“This ‘law’ is em-
barrassingly easy to get 
around. All you have to 
do is go to a different store 
and buy another small 
drink, which would add up 
to more than 16 ounces,” 
Halloran said. “If anyone 
wants to continue drinking 
large sodas, this pointless 
law won’t stop them.”

Bloomberg has stood 
firm in face of harsh criti-
cism after he proposed en-
acting a ban on the selling 
of large sodas and sugary 
drinks in the city, contend-
ing  that consumers will be 
thanking him in the long 
run.

“Bold actions to pro-
tect the public’s health 
always stir controversy 
at first,” Bloomberg said. 

“Smoke-free bars and res-
taurants, trans fat restric-
tion and calorie posting in 
restaurants were all met 
with skepticism, but are 
now widely popular in New 
York City.”

The motion was met 
with the common criticism 
that Bloomberg’s inten-
tions furthered a “nanny 
state” in the city. An ad in 
Saturday’s New York Times 
showed the mayor’s head 
superimposed onto a photo 
of a nanny-like woman 
wearing a blue dress and 
scarf.

But the measure did 
not receive all negative re-
views. In a statement on 
CNN’s “Piers Morgan To-
night,” former President 
Bill Clinton spoke in favor 
of the beverage bust.

“I think he’s doing 
the right thing,” Clinton 
said. “I know a lot of peo-
ple think, ‘This is a nanny 
state’ but there are very 
serious problems. Diabetes 
is basically too much sugar 
in the body — we can’t pro-
cess it all.”

cited appearances on Fox 
Business News and Capital 
Tonight to discuss the is-
sue.

“We’re glad the Meng 
campaign wants to have 
a conversation about who 
has a record of leadership 
on issues of economic fair-
ness and who doesn’t,” a 
spokesman said, also citing 
Lancman’s plan to push the 
Buffett Rule and eliminate 
capital gains taxes if elect-
ed.

But other figures in 
the Assembly were puzzled 
at Lancman’s pronounce-
ment as well.

“If that is what it says, 
it is not accurate,” said As-
semblyman Karim Camara 
(D-Brooklyn), chairman 
of the state Black, Puerto 
Rican, Hispanic and Asian 

Caucus, of which Meng is a 
member. “The caucus and 
Grace Meng have definitely 
been pushing for the mil-
lionaire tax in the state.” 

Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver (D-Manhat-
tan) said in a statement 
“many members were 
strong advocates in our 
fight to extend the mil-
lionaire’s tax, including 
both Grace Meng and Rory 
Lancman.”

But Meng had her de-
tractors last week as well.

During a campaign 
forum at the West Cun-
ningham Park Civic Asso-
ciation, Juan Sheng inter-
rupted the proceedings to 
bash Meng for knocking 
her off the ballot. Sheng is 
a Flushing television pro-
ducer who was eliminated 
after her signatures were 
challenged by the Queens 
Democratic Party, which 
endorsed Meng.

Lancman was also on 
the receiving end of verbal 
barbs during the forum 
from the son of Dr. Robert 
Mittman after Lancman 
unsuccessfully attempted 
to knock the Bayside aller-
gist off the ticket. Mittman 
officially announced his 
campaign last week in front 
of the shuttered St. John’s 
Hospital in Elmhurst.

City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) also took flak 
this week for looking at her 
smartphone during a can-
didate forum at the Kissena 
Park Civic Association.

Crowley was recently 
endorsed by the Communi-
cation Workers of America 
Local 1101.

Lancman recently got 
the nod from The Jewish 
Press. Lancman also re-
ceived the nod from former 
city Public Advocate Betsy 
Gotbaum.

whole, including its build-
ings, according to Kate 
Kitchener, who works with 
one of the partner organi-
zations.

The students had to 
learn about composting, 
where organic matter can 
be decomposed and used as 

plant fertilizer. They also 
looked into recycling wa-
ter, something that is done 
in the LEED-certified  main 
building of the garden.

Landscape students 
used the garden to learn 
about growing only native 
species, which typically re-
quire just rainwater to sur-
vive and less pesticides. In 
fact, the students used what 
is known as tea — runoff 
water from compost piles 

that is rich in nutrients — 
in order to protect the plant 
instead of pesticides, she 
said.

Housekeeping stu-
dents studied which types 
of cleaning chemicals are 
environmentally friendly 
and how to maintain LEED-
certified buildings like the 
main building at the gar-
den, a requirement for any 
green structure to keep its 
LEED seal.

tending Queens College for 
his bachelor’s degree.

“I always tell the kids 
to stay in school,” Lever-
mann said, referring to his 
8-year-old son and 7-year-
old daughter. “I try to be a 
role model for them.”

One of the other many 
speakers at the event was 
Oluwadamisi Atanda, who 
graduated as part of the 
Phi Theta Kappa honors 
society and won the John F. 
Kennedy Memorial Award 
for outstanding college and 
community leadership.

Atanda, who came 
to America from Nigeria 
in 2010 and now lives in 
Springfield Gardens, said 
he will be going to City 
College for a bachelor’s 
degree in political science 
and international affairs. 
He wants to work with the 
United Nations and help 
solve the political instabil-
ity in his home nation.

“I’m very thankful,” 
Atanda said of graduating. 
“It’s been hard but finally 
I’m here.”

Other award-winning 
students included Tatiana 
Koverina, Shuaib Uddin, 
Dayaretnage Patriana Se-
naratna, Lee-Kon Chen and 
Anais Wong, who won two 

prizes. Dr. Eduardo Marti, 
now vice chancellor for 
CUNY’s two-year colleges 
and the former president 
of Queensborough, won the 
Presidential Medal, given 
to individuals who have 
long commitments to com-
munity colleges.

Paulette Kohane, 90, 
visited the graduation as 
part of the pioneer class and 
said she found it wonderful. 
Kohane, a survivor of the 
Holocaust, said Queensbor-
ough gave her a chance to 
return to college in her late 
30s that she would not have 
had back in Europe.

“Here anything is pos-
sible,” Kohane said. “It’s 
magnificent.”

ROP

Continued from Page 4
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Green

Beverage

Q’boro

Queens College.
“Much of our suc-

cesses will, too, depend on 
luck,” said Yakubov, in a 
speech peppered with well-
received jokes and one-
liners.

But that simply means 
graduates need to perse-
vere when things do not go 
their way, he said.

Some of the students 
were already nervous about 
taking the plunge into a 
struggling job market, ac-
cording to Fresh Meadows 
resident Julius Baltonado, 
who moments before of-
ficially earned a degree in 

poetry.
“We are most definite-

ly unsure,” he said. “I’ve 
already been to a couple of 
job fairs.”

Baltonado will be go-
ing back to school to pur-
sue his master of fine arts 
degree at Queens College, 
thus delaying the plunge 
for now.

Continued from Page 5

QC

Race

would go through during 
late nights studying for his 
exams.

From boot camp he left 
for his first tour of duty in 
Iraq, where, on one occa-
sion, his best friend died 
when their convoy struck a 
roadside bomb.

“That’s not something 
you get over, not easily, if 
ever,” he said.

Wan rose to the rank 
of corporal, and on his sec-
ond tour of duty he became 
team leader and would ride 
in the lead truck. Whenev-
er he felt the convoy could 
be riding into danger, Wan 
would jump down, get down 
on his hands and knees 
alone and search for suspi-
cious materials.

“Are you ... nuts?” one 
of his professors asked rhe-

torically one time, to which 
Wan responded, “It was 
the only way I knew at the 
time.”

“So when I came to 
York, how would the chal-
lenges measure up to the 
challenges of being a ma-
rine?” Wan asked the thou-
sands of classmates who 
had gathered under the 
tent on York’s athletic field. 
After a pause, he said, “The 
same — that’s how.”

Wan said the physical 
duress and confusion he 
underwent on the way to 
his 3.99 grade-point aver-
age paralleled what he felt 
in Iraq. The only difference 
was he did not have a full-
time job on top of his mili-
tary responsibilities.

“The fear of not know-
ing whether or not you 
can continue college while 
working a full-time job just 
to take care of your family” 
was something, he said, 
many of his classmates 

shared in common.
Wan said surviving 

Iraq and graduating college 
were not, in and of them-
selves, his real achieve-
ments, but merely the signs 
of the real achievements.

“The real achievement, 
in the face of our challenges, 
we find ourselves, I mean 
what we have inside ... that 
and nothing less than that 
is the real achievement, 
knowing who you are deep 
down inside,” he said, and 
thanked his family and 
professors for helping him 
along the way.

“And thank you, class-
mates, who competed in 
and completed this boot 
camp with me,” he said, his 
voice becoming measured 
and deliberate. “Thank you 
all for just making it here. 
You don’t know how truly 
happy and grateful I am to 
see every single one of you 
here today.”

Continued from Page 5
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Sports

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Alexis Panisse has 
never stopped pushing her-
self. Cardozo’s Tennessee-
bound star doesn’t have 
much competition when 
it comes to PSAL meets, 
but she is still competing 
against herself and for her 
teammates.

“I just wanted to win 
for everyone today, for the 
whole team,” Panisse said. 
“It’s my last year.”

She ran her final 
league meet like she has 
every other — hard and not 
taking a meter off. Panisse 
won the 3000 meters, the 
800 and was the anchor leg 
of the winning 4x800 relay 
team of Sabrina Souther-
land, Kesha Meda King and 
Denise Branch with times 
of 10:21.25, 2:11.48 and 
9:13.72.

Her performance 
helped the Judges claim 
their fifth straight PSAL 
track and field outdoor 
title Sunday at Icahn Sta-
dium on Randall’s Island. 
Cardozo was first with 88 

points, Clinton second with 
75 points and Medgar Evers 
scored 62 points to place 
third.

“If [my teammates] 
are pushing, I have to push 
three times as hard to get 
the win,” Panisse said. “I’m 
proud of all of them.”

It was a meet, unlike 
others in the past, that 
Judges Coach Gail Emman-
uel wasn’t nervous coming 
into. She felt that if her run-
ners performed up to their 
standards, things would 
work out the way she and 
assistant Coach Ray James 
figured on paper. Cardozo 
won despite Miami-bound 
sprinter Lateisha Philson 
suffering a hamstring in-
jury during the 100 meter 
trials and being unable to 
compete in the final and 
the 4x100.

“We have had the expe-
rience of where we had four 
girls [scoring],” Emmanuel 
said. “We kind of knew that 
everything worked out we 
knew we had it because we 
know what the girls had.”

Molloy hurler wins city title
Victoria Goldbach’s stellar pitching performance lifts Stanners

Track star Panisse 
fi nishes a champion

Benjamin Cardozo celebrates its fifth-straight PSAL outdoor title. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Archbishop Molloy in-
fielder Kristen Ponticelli 
worried she had given St. 
Joseph by the Sea new life 
after bobbling a ground 
ball that would have been 
the title softball game’s fi-
nal out.

“I thought that if some-
body scored, it would be my 
fault,” the second baseman 
said.

Ponticelli immediately 
made sure that wasn’t the 
case. Vanessa Jioia imme-
diately hit a hard ground 
ball her way. The senior 
ranged far to her left and 
grabbed the ball on a hop 
with an outstretched glove. 
She then waited no time in 
firing the ball to Dana Moss 
at first, starting a mosh pile 
in the pitcher’s circle.

“I was going to dive for 
it. I would have thrown my 
head in front of it,” Ponti-
celli said. “Anything.”

The play closed out 
Molloy’s thrilling 1-0 win 
over rival St. Joseph by the 
Sea in the CHSAA state 
semifinals/city title game 
May 29 at Kellenberg in 
Uniondale, L.I.

Catholic University-
bound ace Victoria Gold-
bach threw one of the fin-
est games of her storied 
career, allowing just two 
hits, a walk and striking 
out eight to a team Molloy 
(14-2) had never beaten in 
program history. The Stan-
ners would go on to loss to 
Kellenberg 5-0 in the state 
final.

“It’s my senior year,” 
Goldbach said. “This is 
what we have been want-
ing to do for four years. It 

couldn’t feel any better.”
She said she didn’t 

throw a fastball all game 
and just tried to keep the 
Sea hitters off balance. The 
Vikings (15-1) beat her 6-2 
during the regular season 
and 3-2 in the state title 
game two years ago. The 
lack of base runners kept 
the Vikings from imple-
menting their small ball 
game. Taylor Moss had a 
shoestring catch in right 
in the third and older sister 
Dana made a great scoop of 
a throw from Goldbach to 
strand a runner at second 
in the fifth.

“What are you going 
to do?” Sea Coach Mike 

Ponsiglione said. “The kid 
pitched a great game. I told 
my kids we didn’t lose the 
game. They won the game.”

Molloy’s lone run off 
Sea starter Alexa Tedeschi 
came in the third. Dana 
Moss, who had two hits, got 
a one-out single and Ma-
ria Palmeri followed with 
one of her own. Fallon Mc-
Carthy then delivered her 
second hit of the game, a 
line drive over short to give 
Molloy a 1-0 lead. Moss was 
in the No. 2 spot and Pon-
ticelli dropped to ninth to 
create what was a more dy-
namic order.

“It was kind of inde-
scribable,” the senior junior 

third baseman said. “I was 
just kind of going crazy.”

Tedeschi, who allowed 
seven hits and two walks, 
like Ponsiglione gave all 
the credit to Goldbach. 
While Tedeschi will gradu-
ate, much of the Vikings 
team returns including 
pitchers Jackie Cautela and 
Lianna Jordon. Sea, which 
won the consolation game 
over Sacred Heart (Buffalo) 
7-0, reclaimed the CHSAA 
Archdiocesan crown with 
a 1-0 win over Preston. An-
other state title after 2010 
will have to wait.

“As a team I think we 
did all that we can,” Te-

Archbishop Molloy celebrates its victory over St. Joseph by the Sea. Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 47Continued on Page 47
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Stanners eliminate defending champion Xaverian
BY MARC RAIMONDI

Greg Boyle would have 
been a candidate to pitch 
in last year’s playoffs with 
Archbishop Molloy facing 
elimination. There was 
just one problem: He was 
on the bench recovering 
from knee surgery that left 
him on crutches for two 
months.

“Last year was a bum-
mer,” Boyle said. “I wanted 
to pitch that game, but I 
wasn’t cleared yet.”

The junior battled 
back from painful bone 
spurs and put together the 
start of his career yester-
day afternoon against the 
city title favorite.

Dancing out of jam af-
ter jam, Boyle gave up just 
two runs — both in the first 
inning — and scattered sev-
en hits to lead No. 7 Molloy 
to a stunning, 4-2 win over 
defending champion and 
top-seeded Xaverian in a 
CHSAA Class AA baseball 
championship round elimi-
nation game at St. John’s 
University.

“I’m so proud of him,” 
Molloy first baseman Mike 
O’Dwyer said of Boyle. “He 
fought so hard coming back 
from an injury. He’s a spe-
cial kid. He’s got that tough-
ness.”

This group has found 
itself in the playoffs with 

Evansville-bound Jona-
than Ramon returning 
from a pinched nerve in his 
back and the guts of catcher 
Mike Rogers to come back 
from needed 45 stitches in 
his face May 28 after a col-
lision at home plate to play 
May 29. He’s been in the 

lineup ever since as the des-
ignated hitter.

“Rogers coming 
back — that was insane,” 
O’Dwyer said. “I texted him 
that night asking if he was 
going to come and watch 
us. He said, ‘I’m playing, 
don’t worry.’”

Rogers walked and 
scored on O’Dwyer’s two-
run single that gave Mol-
loy a 3-2 lead in the third 
against Xaverian starter 
Tommy Anselmo. Ramon 
drove in a run on a bases-
loaded walk in the third 
and got his second RBI in 
the fourth on a sacrifice fly. 
He has been a spark in the 
postseason, the highlight 
was a 400-foot home run to 
center field last Thursday 
night against Moore Catho-
lic.

“Psychologically [it 
has helped] the team,” leg-
endary Coach Jack Curran 
said of Ramon’s return. 
“They look up to him.”

Boyle was just as im-
portant Friday. The crafty 
right-hander put runners 
on in every inning, but got 
out of trouble with three 
double plays, including one 
by George Washington-
bound star Eric Kalman to 
end the game.

“He wants to annoy 
me,” Curran joked.

The 54th-year coach, 
the winningest in league 

history, has been all smiles 
the last few days. After 
gutting out a three-game 
series win over Holy Cross 
May 29, Molloy took a 5-2 
lead against St. Raymond 
May 30 before coughing it 
up. After that, though, the 
Stanners have won two 
straight.

They have come a long 
way since a three-game 
losing streak in late April 
against Monsignor Mc-
Clancy, Xaverian and Holy 
Cross. After a walk-off loss 
to Cross April 27, the play-
ers held a team meeting.

“We couldn’t believe 
we lost three in a row,” 
O’Dwyer said. “We knew 
we were better than that.”

It’s been a different 
hero every game in the 
playoffs and Friday it was 
Boyle. For him, it’s been a 
12-month wait.

“I’m used to pitching 
with runners on base,” 
Boyle said. “I’m comfort-
able with it. I was ready for 
this today.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Archbishop Molloy’s 
year ended in the season’s 
final game, just not with 
one last victory.

“This is as far as you 
can make it,” four-year 
starter Maria Palmeri said. 
“That’s what we tried to ac-
complish this year, just to 
get in this position.”

She and the Stanners, 
behind Catholic Universi-
ty-bound ace Victoria Gold-
bach, exorcised one of their 
final demons, beating rival 
St. Joseph by the Sea for 
the first time in program 
history in the CHSAA soft-
ball state semifinals. A sec-
ond straight crown in their 
third straight appearance 
in the final was not to be as 
Molloy fell 5-0 to unbeaten 
Kellenberg in the final 
May 29 at Hofstra Univer-
sity. The Stanners topped 
the Firebirds in last year’s 
semis.

“We got here,” Mol-
loy Coach Maureen Rosen-
baum said. “We didn’t have 
enough bats. It was big for 
us to beat St. Joseph by the 
Sea.”

But in the final, Kel-
lenberg ace Susan Pardo 
fired a two-hitter and 
struck out 15, including the 
side in the seventh. Molloy 
(14-3) had two runners on 
with one out in the fourth, 
thanks to a single by Dana 
Moss, who is headed to C.W. 
Post, and a walk to Fallon 
McCarthy. Pardo, who had 
12 strikeouts in a semifi-
nal win over Sacred Heart 
(Buffalo), fanned Kendall 
McNee and Goldbach to 
get out of it. Palmeri, who 
is also headed to C.W. Post, 
felt she and her team were 
overanxious.

“She has a good 
change-up,” McCarthy said 
with a hint of exacerbation.

Goldbach, who allowed 
just two hits against Sea, 

gave up 10 to Kellenberg (29-
0). She said they battled her 
more and worked long at 
bats. The Firebirds scored 
twice in the third, two more 
in the fifth and added a run 
in the sixth. Stephanie Sta-
iano had two hits and two 
RBIs and the blazing fast 
Krista King added two hits 
and two runs scored.

“It was hard for me 
to keep them off balance,” 
Goldbach said.

The loss brings a close 
to the fine careers of Mol-
loy’s six seniors, including 
Moss, Palmeri and Gold-
bach. The three brought an 
era of unprecedented suc-
cess to Briarwood. Palmeri 
won four straight CHSAA 
Brooklyn/Queens titles and 
together they have earned 
three to go along with con-

secutive city crowns and 
the program’s first-ever 
state championship.

“They have led the 
program for the last four 
years,” Rosenbaum said. 
“They are strong leaders, 
they are strong competi-
tors. They are all going to 
play college ball.”

They guided Molloy 
through one of its more 
difficult seasons in recent 
years. The Stanners lost 
their opener to Fontbonne 
Hall, fell to Preston and 
were beaten by Mary Louis 
late in the year. Molloy had 
to rally twice late to sweep 
rival St. Francis Prep in 
the diocesan championship 
series, but as usual played 
its best when it mattered 
most.

“It started off on a 
little bit of a rough note,” 
Goldbach said. “We didn’t 
even think we would get 
here and we made it.”

Archbishop Molloy’s Greg Boyle gave up two runs on seven hits to lead the Stanners past defending 
champion Xaverian. Photo by Denis Gostev

After capturing city title, Molloy falls short of state
Archbishop Molloy’s Victoria 
Goldbach delivers a pitch. 

Photo by Denis Gostev
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

In late March, Glenn 
Beyer was with everyone 
else who considered Wil-
liam Bryant the favorite in 
Queens A West baseball. 
He figured his John Adams 
team was No. 3 in Queens, 
behind Bryant and Cardozo 
in Queens A East.

That was before the 
emergence of Anderson De-
Leon, the dynamite 5-foot-4 
sophomore right-hander.

Now Adams is not only 
No. 1 in its borough, but the 
sixth-seeded Spartans are 
back in the PSAL Class 
A semifinals for the first 
time in seven years. Adams 
shocked third-seeded Tot-
tenville 3-1 in the quarterfi-
nals May 29 at Lafayette in 
Brooklyn behind DeLeon.

“It’s tremendous — I 
thought I’d never see a 
final four again,” Beyer 
said after picking up the 
win at Lafayette, where he 
coached before landing at 
Adams. “I’m very proud of 
the boys.”

DeLeon, the diminu-
tive righty from the Do-
minican Republic, struck 
out eight, walked six and 
allowed just one hit, a 
Mike Milazzo double, in 6 

2/3 innings for his eighth 
win against PSAL foes. He 
starred on the junior var-
sity as a freshman, a move 
Beyer joked was unfair be-
cause “he was so dominant 
it was embarrassing.”

“I’ve never had a soph-
omore pitch this tough,” 
Beyer said. “Anderson has 
the whole assortment. He 
has the pitching, he has 
the ability to hold people 
on, he has the fielding — he 
turned a double play today 
— and he has the poise.”

Jose Reynoso got the 
final out, getting John 
Giakas on a groundout af-
ter walking two. Jeffrey 
Valera doubled twice and 
scored a run, Deleon helped 
himself with two RBIs and 
Jorge Barahona doubled 
and scored once.

Senior Mike Sullivan 
was the hard-luck loser for 
Tottenville (17-4), which 
dropped its first league 
contest on the field — it had 
three forfeits to start the 
year — won it all two years 
ago and reached the final 
last June.

Adams (17-2) has won 
its three playoff games by a 
combined 15-3, 7-1 over No. 
27 Luperon, 5-1 over No. 11 
Kennedy and now this vic-

tory over Tottenville. Co-
aces DeLeon and Braylin 
Nuenz, who was to start 
Friday, have pitched 20 2/3 
of a possible 21 innings.

“Ultimately, it comes 
down to one thing — we 
gave up three runs in the 
first three playoff games 
against some good teams,” 
Beyer said. “When you give 
up one run each game, last 
time I checked you have a 
good chance of winning.”

Adams now heads back 
to the final four, the first 
Queens team to do so since 
it accomplished the feat in 
2005. The Spartans will 
face Grand Street Campus, 
a loaded team featuring 
Maryland-bound signees 
Jose Cuas and Kevin Mar-
tir and PSAL Class A triple 
crown winner Ernesto Lo-
pez. Beyer thinks Grand 
Street has the best lineup, 
one through nine, he’s seen 
in a decade.

“We know we have our 
work cut out for ourselves,” 
Beyer said. “It’s going to be 
tough, but the last time I 
checked there are only four 
teams that have a chance 
to win a championship. I’d 
rather be in that position.”

DeLeon delivers wallop, 
boosts Adams to top seed One of the biggest rea-

sons, along with Panisse, 
was the junior Southerland, 
the heir apparent to the po-
sition of Cardozo’s top run-
ner. She won the 1500 and 
was second in the 800 with 
times of 4:36.15 and 2:12.54. 
Southerland was most 
pleased with the 1500 as 
she came in trying to break 
4:40. Emmanuel praised 
her after the meet and feels 
she is ready to become a 
bigger leader next season. 
Teammates Akayla Ander-
son and Sandreka Bancroft 
were first and second in 
the 100 hurdles in 14:24 and 
14.62, respectively.

“Next year we are not 
going to have her,” South-
erland said of Panisse “I’m 
still going to work to do 
what she did.”

For one more after-
noon, Cardozo was happy 
to have its star running for 
them. Panisse ran no dif-
ferent than she had from 
Day 1 of her tremendous 
senior season. Despite what 
is waiting for her down the 
road, she was still driven to 
win not just for herself but 
for all those around her.

“It really stands out,” 
Emmanuel said. “She‘s so 
hungry, you would swear 
she is [still trying] to sign a 
scholarship. She is not act-
ing like a kid who already 
signed.”

Winners circle: Med-
gar Evers’ Kadecia Baird 
took home the sprint titles, 
winning the 100, 200 and 
400 with times of 11.83, 
23.95 and 55.63.

Brooklyn Tech’s Kas-
sandra Pierce took home 
the 400 meter crown in 
1:02.34 and Christiana Me-
lian was the 2000 steeple-

chase champ with a mark 
of 7:00.45. Ji Wong Kang 
took the 1500 race walk 
with a time of 7:18.09.

DeWitt Clinton’s Brit-
tany Adams took first in 
the pentathlon with 31,689 
points and was a member 
of the winning 4x400 relay 
with Dypna Umunkwe, Fe-
licia Walker and Marlena 
Wright in 3:56.58.

Truman’s Treasure 
Glymph won the high jump 
with a leap of 5 feet 4 inch-
es, Dina Guitierrez took the 
pole vault (8-00) and Med-
gar Evers Ashley Tasher 
took the long jump with 
a leap of 17-08.50. Simone 
Grant of Columbus places 
first in the triple jump (37-
10.75), Boys & Girls; Kezi-
ann Jones was the shot put 
champ in 37-10 and Desiree 
Gordon won the discus with 
a toss of 97-09. Jamie Wong 
of Francis Lewis was first 
in the javelin in 103-06.

Continued from Page 45

Panisse

deschi said. “Sometimes 
you cut it short a little bit. 
I think [Goldbach] just did 
awesome.”

Molloy Coach Maureen 
Rosenbaum nearly hurt as-
sistant Coach Frank Leary, 
pushing off his shoulder as 
the final out was made. She 
said her team’s focus was 
to get past Sea and earn a 
chance to play for another 

state title. She and the 
Stanners had Goldbach to 
thank.

“She’s awesome,” 
Rosenbaum said. “She’s had 
a great career at Molloy.”

And this was her sig-
nature game.

Continued from Page 45
Title
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Red Storm star LeRoy Ellis dies at 72
St. John’s legend Le-

Roy Ellis, who turned a 
standout Redman career 
into a 14-year NBA lega-
cy with a world champi-
onship in 1972, died Sat-
urday in Portland, Ore., 
at the age of 72 after a 
long battle with prostate 
cancer.

“For a big guy, he 
was awfully quick. You 
can never catch him,” 
said St. John’s Hall of 
Fame Coach Lou Car-
nesecca. “He spent 14 
years in the NBA and 
you could not catch him, 
longitudinally. He had a 
soft touch and was a good 
rebounder. He was a qui-
et guy, you never knew 
he was around. But when 
he was on the court, you 
always knew.”

Ellis ranks 25th 
on St. John’s all-time 
scoring list with 1,289 
career points and fifth 
on the school’s all-time 
rebounding list with 927 
boards. He still holds the 
school record for highest 
rebounding average in a 
season (16.5) and most re-
bounds in one game with 

30 against NYU Dec. 30, 
1961.

The Brooklyn na-
tive’s collegiate career 
spanned the 1959-60 sea-
son through 1961-62. In 
his first season, Ellis 
averaged 10.6 points per 
game and was second 
on the team with 253 re-
bounds. In his second 
season, Ellis averaged 
16.5 points a game, which 
was second best on the 
team behind Tony Jack-
son.

In 1962, Ellis was 
named the recipient of the 
Haggerty Award, given 
to the most valuable col-
legiate basketball player 
in the metropolitan area. 
He earned that honor by 

leading the team with a 
23.5 scoring average and 
430 rebounds. Ellis was 
named to several all-
America, all-star and all-
tournament teams dur-
ing his illustrious career 
at St. John’s.

Ellis was selected 
by the Los Angeles Lak-
ers with the sixth over-
all pick in the 1962 NBA 
draft. A member of Port-
land’s inaugural basket-
ball team, Ellis was cho-
sen by the Trail Blazers 
in the 1970 NBA expan-
sion draft. He led Port-
land with 12.3 rebounds 
per game and ranked 
third on the team with 
a 15.9 scoring average in 
1970-71, his only season 
with the Trail Blazers.

Ellis appeared in 
1,048 NBA games over 14 
seasons with the Lakers, 
Baltimore, Portland and 
Philadelphia. He posted 
career averages of 9.7 
points and 8.3 rebounds 
and was a member of the 
1972 NBA champion Lak-
ers.

LEROY ELLIS
Photo courtesy St. John’s 

Athletic Communications
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
†Selling price $18,981, 75 mos @ 4.9% APR financing w/$4991 down & credit approval. Must have 750 credit score or better *Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. 

Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 6/4/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

20201010 CHRYSLER CHRYSLER
TOWNTOWN & COUNTRYCOUNTRY
20201010 CHRYSLER CHRYSLER
TOWNTOWN & COUNTRYCOUNTRY
2010 CHRYSLER
TOWN & COUNTRY 1999919999199
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, 3rd Row, Stk#U8180-28K mi.   20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

†

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$25,981

$6,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8198-114K mi.

*

2003 MAZDA

TRIBUTE 4X4
$4,981

Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, STK#U8253-106K mi.

*

2004 HYUNDAI

SONATA GLS
$5,981

Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8290-85K mi.

*

2000 HONDA

ACCORD

$6,981
Auto, P/W, P/L, P/S, A/C, Leather, Sunroof, Stk#U8254-78K mi.

*

2003 LINCOLN

LS

$4,981
Manual, A/C, AM/FM Stereo, Stk#U8141-65K mi.

*

2003 PONTIAC

SUNFIRE COUPE

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, 3rd Row, Stk#U8263-58K mi.

*

2006 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
$7,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8182-86K mi.

*

2002 JEEP

LIBERTY 4X4

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

AWD, Leather, Sunroof, Stk#U8228-28K mi.

BUY
FOR

PER
MO.

2010 LAND ROVER

LR2 HSE

$6,981
Leather, P/W, P/L, Sunroof, Power Seats, Stk#U8250-107K mi.

*

2002 JAGUAR

X-TYPE

*
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now covers
   New York City.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

Nokia Lumia 900
8.0 megapixel autofocus 

camera and HD video
 Carl Zeiss optics and 

dual-LED fl ash

Get all the coverage you need! 
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