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District 24 in line for 
5,190 new school seats
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Elected officials are urging 

residents to stay vigilant and be 
on alert for a knife-wielding sex 
offender in Forest Hills.

After three separate sex as-
saults occurred in the predawn 
hours of late May and early June, 
City Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills) joined 
Council Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan), state Sen. Toby 

Stavisky (D-Whitestone), state 
Assemblywoman Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) and Councilwoman Ju-
lissa Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
in passing out fliers at the busy 
63rd Drive subway stop to raise 
awareness and seek the public’s 

assistance in apprehending the 
brute.

“It is very disturbing for 
something like this to happen in 
a neighborhood as safe as Forest 
Hills,” said Koslowitz. “While I 

Continued on Page 19

Community hunts sex predator
Forest Hills on alert as offi cials seek help nabbing thug who assaulted three

St. Saviour’s
could rise at
Onderdonk

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
A deal to save a historic Mas-

peth building is on the table but 
far from done.

Officials from the Juniper 
Park Civic Association met with 
the Vander Ende-Onderdonk 
House in Ridgewood to discuss 
erecting St. Saviour’s Church on 
the house’s grounds and using it 
as event space.

But a representative from 
the Onderdonk House said de-
spite published reports stating 
otherwise, a final agreement is 
not likely to come soon.

“It’s not a done deal by any 
means,” said Virgina Comber, 
director of the Onderdonk House. 
“We won’t be pushed into any-
thing that is not appropriate for 
the grounds.”

Comber said Onderdonk 
representatives met with Juni-
per more than a month ago and 
still need to see a schematic plan 
before moving forward with the 
discussions.

“If the plans are not appropri-
ate, we will not do it,” she said.

Bob Holden, president of the 
Juniper Park Civic Association, 
said he met with board members 
at the house because he believes 
rebuilding the church at Onder-
donk would be a win-win for both 
sides.

“There’s a nice piece of 
Continued on Page 18

SPEED RACER

Glendale resident Jonah Brown, 9, competes in the annual Flushing Meadow Soap Box Derby. See story on Page 16. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY STEVE MOSCO

It’s no stairway to 
heaven.

A staircase meant to 
give residents of a Maspeth 
neighborhood a shortcut 
instead gives them pause — 
as they wonder what lurks 
in the darkness.

“I don’t feel safe us-
ing those stairs even in the 
middle of the day,” said Ma-
rie Spencer, referring to the 
tall set of garbage-strewn 
steps leading from 65th 
Place to 64th Street. “You 
can’t see the bottom from 
the top or the top from the 
bottom, so you don’t know 
what you’re walking into.”

The harrowing blind 
curve is only one problem, 

according to Spencer. The 
Maspeth resident said the 
steps are in complete dark-
ness at night with broken 
lamp posts serving no pur-
pose other than providing 
the neighborhood’s bad el-
ement with a hidden place 
to hang out, drink and do 
drugs.

“I come home from 
work sometimes after 
midnight and I’d rather 
go around and add 10 min-
utes to my walk. I’m afraid 
I might get mugged or 
worse,” she said. “The kids 
are even there in the after-
noon sometimes smoking 
something.”

Spencer also called the 
stairs an eyesore in an oth-
erwise clean neighborhood, 

and even though a group 
of volunteers hired by the 
city Sanitation Department 
happened to be cleaning 
the stairs, Spencer said 
they cannot keep up with 
the amount of trash that ac-
cumulates.

“Look at all this bro-
ken glass,” she said, point-
ing to a pile of shattered 
glass. “It’s disgusting that 
this is sitting in our neigh-
borhood.”

The office of City 
Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside) put 
fliers up around the neigh-
borhood telling residents 
to call with complaints 
about garbage. Numerous 
phone calls led to regular 
cleanups at the staircase by 

Sanitation, but many in the 
area believe more attention 
is needed.

“I appreciate what the 
councilman is doing with 
the cleanup,” she said. “I’m 
glad someone is finally pay-
ing attention, but it needs 
more.”

Van Bramer did not re-
turn requests for comment.

Stanley Brenner, who 
regularly drives past the 
stairway but never uses 
it, said he thinks the 104th 
Precinct should patrol the 
area more often if the lights 
are not going to be fixed.

“If feel like the 104 is 
too busy in Ridgewood to 
do what’s needed here in 
Maspeth,” he said. “If a cop 

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
 American war veter-

ans often return home to 
waiting loved ones, but not 
always to waiting jobs.

That is why the Viet-
nam Veterans of America 
Chapter 32 reached out to 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) and 
state Assemblyman Mike 
Miller (D-Woodhaven) to 
help facilitate a free job fair 
Friday for veterans and 
their spouses.

More than 80 potential 
employers turned out for 
the event, while dozens of 
vets showed up with résu-
més and references.

“Too many vets return 
from war without a job or 
without a home,” said Paul 
Narson, a Vietnam vet and 
president of Chapter 32. 
“Vets are coming home to 
a bad economy and we need 
to do what we can to help 
them find work.”

According to Narson, 
many veterans return 

home to find the jobs they 
left behind — such as police 
officers, firefighters and 
other community roles — 
are either no longer avail-
able due to budget cuts or 
there are no positions open. 
In some cases, veterans 
have had to take cuts in sal-
ary, hours and duties just to 
have some sort of employ-
ment in their former field.

Narson sought the 
help of elected officials be-
cause of their connections 
to businesses in Queens. 
And according to Addabbo, 
companies jumped at the 
chance to join the job fair 
and assist America’s he-
roes.

“These companies get 
it. They understand the 
need to help the men and 
women returning from 
war,” said Addabbo, a rank-
ing member of the Senate 
Committee on Veterans, 
Homeland Security and 
Military Affairs. “Veter-
ans are disciplined, hard-

Volunteers clean a staircase in Maspeth that residents believe needs more attention from law enforcement. Photo by Steve Mosco

Maspeth stairs need a lift
Neighborhood says shortcut on a dangerous downward spiral

Qns vets seek work 
after return home

Angel Poggi (l.) says finding a job after returning home from the 
U.S. Army has proven difficult. Photo by Steve MoscoContinued on Page 18

Continued on Page 19
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Your Heart Doctors are in... Maspeth
Dr. Mark Balek joins Dr. Greg Gustafson to provide even more access to a 

higher level of heart care, right here.
The expertise, treatments and technology of the Heart Hospital of Queens at New York 

Hospital Queens are even more easily available through our board certified cardiologists, 

Drs. Gustafson and Balek, at their offices on Grand Avenue. 

To get acquainted, or if you want to make sure you are doing everything you can to protect 

your heart health, please give the office a call and schedule an appointment.

Whatever your heart needs, you will find the expertise you can trust and the service you 

deserve, in Maspeth and at the Heart Hospital of Queens at NYHQ.

For More Information or to
Schedule an Appointment:

718-670-2087 
72-41 Grand Avenue
Maspeth, NY 11378

nyhq.org

THE HEART HOSPITAL
OF QUEENS

Group stands on guard for geese throughout city parks
GooseWatch NYC plans to document roundups with resident help as molting season approaches

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The roar of giant pas-

senger planes landing at 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport continu-
ously interrupts the rela-
tive quiet of a fresh water 
pond in Brookville Park in 
Rosedale.

Residents have lived 
with the low-flying aircraft 
for years and so have the 
geese and other waterfowl 
using the park to feed and 
rear their young.

But recent bird strikes 
at John F. Kennedy Inter-
national and Westchester 
airports  have put lawmak-
ers at odds with the city’s 
avian population, mak-
ing birds like the ones at 
Brookville Park targets of 
legislation aimed at easing 
restrictions on the culling 
of the animals.

Standing in the way is 
GooseWatch NYC, a group 

formed in Brooklyn’s Pros-
pect Park in 2011 to protect 
geese from being round-
ed up — and potentially 
slaughtered — by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
Wildlife Services.

The group recently 
created an emergency alert 
network that would mobi-
lize local members to visit 
culling sites where they 
could document any goose 
roundups.

“The roundups of Can-
ada geese in New York City 
are financed by taxpayers 
and conducted by a federal 
agency in city parks, which 
are community spaces,” 
said David Karopkin, of 
GooseWatch NYC. “The 
public has a right to trans-
parency of governmental 
operations, and at a mini-
mum to view video docu-
mentation of the treatment 
of Canada geese during the 
roundups in order to judge 

for themselves whether 
they support such extreme 
measures. An observer 
should be allowed to attend 
the roundup and removal 
operations.”

Members of the group 
plan to document goose 

roundups in more than 
15 city parks, including 
Brookville, Bowne, Baisley 
Pond, Kissena and Spring-
field parks in Queens; In-
wood Hill, Morningside, 
Riverside and Central 
parks in Manhattan; East 

River State Park in Brook-
lyn; ; and Willowbrook and 
Clove Lake parks in Staten 
Island.

Edita Birnkrant, 
the New York director of 
Friends of Animals, an ani-
mal advocacy group, said 
she plans to do more than 
just document the removal 
of geese from area parks.

“The position of 
Friends of Animals is a 
bit different from Goose-
Watch because I am per-
sonally willing to disrupt 
and prevent the USDA from 
completing the roundups 
at Brookville Park, or any 
other park where I witness 
a roundup occurring,” she 
said, adding she would use 
noisemakers to thwart the 
roundups. “I would not sit 
idly by while my tax dollars 
enabled a brutal and sense-
less attack on a species of 
wildlife that should be pro-
tected in our parks.”

U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand (D-N.Y.) recently in-
troduced federal legislation 
that would expedite the re-
moval of Canada geese from 
the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge near JFK. 

The geese would be re-
moved during their molting 
period — between June and 
August — when the birds 
lose their feathers and can-
not fly. According to Carol 
Bannerman, public affairs 
specialist for the USDA 
wildlife services, removal 
of geese could involve lethal 
procedures such as shoot-
ing or gassing the animals.

“There is simply no 
reason to slaughter these 
animals,” said Birnkrant. 
“The city could modify the 
habitat so that it is not as 
attractive to geese. They 
can take preventative mea-
sures to ensure the safety 
of both airplane passengers 
and geese.”

Edita Birnkrant, New York director of Friends of Animals, joined 
GooseWatch NYC to stand guard over birds in city parks. 

Photo by Steve Mosco
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City School Construction Authority President Lorraine Grillo 
(r.) talks about funding for thousands of new Queens seats at a 
Borough Board meeting headed by Borough President Helen 
Marshall (c.). Photo by Rebecca Henely

Crowded boro gets  
15,676 school seats

BY REBECCA HENELY

City School Construc-
tion Authority President 
Lorraine Grillo told a Bor-
ough Board meeting Mon-
day that more than 15,676 
new school seats for Queens 
have funding, but the orga-
nization is still looking for 
sites to put them and has a 
need for 6,380 more.

“The situation in 
Queens, as you know, is 
dire,” Grillo said. “We have 
more kids than any other 
borough and we have more 
need than any other bor-
ough.”

Grillo updated Bor-
ough President Helen Mar-
shall and members of the 
Queens Borough Board 
during a presentation on 
an amendment to the SCA’s 
capital plan for fiscal years 
2010-14. This plan adds al-
most 5,000 new school seats 
citywide through $50 mil-
lion formerly allocated for 
finding replacement loca-
tions for schools reaching 
the end of their leases.

The capital plan adds 
school seats to every dis-
trict in Queens, with the 
most by far going to Dis-
trict 24, the most crowded 
school district in the entire 
city, which encompasses 
the neighborhoods of Mas-
peth, Ridgewood, Middle 
Village, Glendale, Sunny-
side, Elmhurst and parts of 
Woodside, Jackson Heights 
and Corona.

SCA has funding for 

5,191 seats for six schools 
and one school addition in 
the neighborhoods as well 
as three other projects that 
do not have locations. The 
district still needs funds 
for 1,905 seats.

District 30, another 
crowded district that in-
cludes Astoria, Long Island 
City, East Elmhurst and 
parts of Jackson Heights, 
Corona and Woodside, has 
2,963 funded seats across 
three new schools, one ad-
dition and three projects 
that do not yet have a loca-
tion.

Some of these seats 
have already been used 
through PS 280, formerly 
a Catholic school called 
Blessed Sacrament, which 
has been adding seats ev-
ery year. The district needs 
funding for 1,378 seats.

The borough’s high 
schools also have a great 
need for seats. SCA plans 
to add 1,473 seats at IS/HS 
404, a middle/high school 
in Long Island City, and 
an annex to Richmond Hill 
High School, and also has 
funds for 2,283 seats that do 
not yet have a location.

District 25, which en-
compasses Flushing, Col-
lege Point, Bay Terrace, 
Murray Hill, Beechhurst, 
Willets Point, Queensboro 
Hill, Kew Gardens Hills 
and Pomonok, has funding 
for 1,720 seats, although 
only 232 of them have a lo-
cation: an addition to PS 

BY STEVE MOSCO
  
Birdwatchers and 

animal enthusiasts have 
flocked to the Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge since 1972 
— and now an elected offi-
cial seeks to honor the man 
who helped establish it.

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner 
(R-Middle Village) an-
nounced legislation to re-
name the visitor center 
at the Wildlife Refuge af-
ter former state Sen. and 
wildlife advocate James L. 
Buckley.

“Today, I would like 
to announce that I plan to 
introduce a piece of legisla-
tion that will honor a man 
who was pivotal in making 
this park a reality, by nam-
ing the Jamaica Bay Wild-
life Refuge Visitor Center 
the ‘James L. Buckley Visi-
tor Center,’” Turner said in 
front of the center in Broad 
Channel Tuesday. “Sen. 
Buckley was a proud Amer-
ican and a true public ser-
vant, serving at the highest 
levels in all three branches 
of government as well as 
the United States Navy.”

Following his election 

to the Senate in 1970, Buck-
ley spent much of his time 
working with Sen. Jacob 
Javits on the legislation 
that would create the Gate-
way National Recreation 
Area, an area of more than 
26,000 acres in the city that 
stretches to Sandy Hook, 
N.J. 

“Besides his approach 
to the economy, another 
area Sen. Buckley was pas-

sionate about was environ-
mental conservation and 
his love of bird watching,” 
said Turner, noting that 
the senator specifically 
mentioned the “wildlife 
preserve in Jamaica Bay” 
when speaking on behalf 
of the bill on the Senate 
floor on Oct. 14, 1972. “I am 
proud to have the opportu-
nity to introduce this bill 
that will honor a man who 

not only served his state 
and his country with great 
pride, but who also had the 
vision to create this amaz-
ing park for us to enjoy and 
share with our future gen-
erations.”

According to Buckley’s 
six children, the senator 
was committed to wildlife 
protection, in particular 
the 325 species of birds that 

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (c.), joined by Tom Long and Herbert Stupp, says he wants to rename the Jamaica 
Bay Wildlife Refuge visitor center after former Sen. James L. Buckley. Photo by Steve Mosco

S. Asians want more languages on ballot
BY JOE ANUTA

 
Results from the 2010 

U.S. census showed that 
enough Asian Indians in 
Queens lacked English pro-
ficiency to trigger a federal 
law requiring an addition-
al written language to be 
added to voting materials, 
but which language to pick 
has been the source of some 
contention heading into 
election season.

An Indian Asian per-
son could be from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka or the Maldives 
— countries that in some 
cases speak completely dif-
ferent languages but are 
considered one ethnic cat-
egory by the census.

After the 1990 cen-
sus, the Voter’s Rights Act 
required that Chinese be 
added to Queens ballots, 

and in 2000 the law was re-
sponsible for the addition of 
Korean.

In October 2011, the 

city Board of Elections 
picked Bengali as the single 
written language to be pro-
vided on voting ballots for 
the South Asian population 
as required by the federal 
Voter’s Rights Act.

The decision rankled 
some in the community, 
who thought that Punjabi 
and Hindi should have been 
included.

“The Board of Elec-
tions should have realized 
that this area is highly di-
verse,” said S. Tito Sinha, 
of the South Asian Bar As-
sociation, who added that 
the service is needed for 
new immigrants who do 
not have a solid grasp of the 
English language or may 

Assemblyman David Weprin (c.) speaks about a bill he and 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (second from l.) are proposing that will add 
more written languages to voting materials in Queens. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Turner eyes center’s name
Congressman wants wildlife refuge to honor Sen. James Buckley

Continued on Page 60

Continued on Page 60

Continued on Page 60
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5Union Rags wins 144th Belmont Stakes
More than 85,000 turn out to enjoy racing spectacle despite scratch of Triple Crown contender

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
It took Union Rags just 

over 2 minutes 30 seconds 
to win the Belmont Stakes, 
but for both aficionados and 
casual race fans alike, the 
144th edition of the “Test of 
the Champion” provided an 
entire day’s worth of spec-
tacle.

More than 85,000 spec-
tators made the trek out 
to Elmont, L.I., Saturday, 
filling Belmont Park from 
the backyard picnic area to 
the grandstands. At least 
100,000 attendees were ex-
pected for the Triple Crown 
before I’ll Have Another 
was scratched the day be-
fore the race.

At 5-2 odds, Union Rags 
returned $7.50 for win, $4.20 
for place and $3.50 for show 
on a $2 bet. 

The day was not entire-
ly about racing, though.

Molly Boyle, 25, made 
the trip from Portland, Ore., 

to visit a group of friends 
who arrived by chartered 
bus. “We planned to dress 
up and enjoy the sunshine,” 
she said, draped in a white 
dress with blue polka dots 
and topped with a floppy 
purple hat.

Cody, a Brooklyn resi-
dent who keeps his eye on 
Queens politics, said it was 
unfortunate he would not 
get the chance to see I’ll 
Have Another attempt to 
complete the Triple Crown, 
but it did not dampen his 
spirits.

“I wore my brand-new, 
Triple-Crown white Cole 
Haans,” he explained, later 
adding he was hopeful City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
would be successful in her 
congressional bid. “I think 
it’s going to be a great race, 
even better than today’s.”

Once inside the stadi-
um, the atmosphere buzzed, 
climbing to a peak with 

each race that went by.
Howie, from Whites-

tone, who appeared to be a 
serious bettor, said he did 
think I’ll Have Another 
was going to win the Stakes 
anyway. Instead, he was 
putting his money on Union 
Rags.

“He likes this track. 
He raced it last year,” he 
said brusquely as he peered 
up toward a television mon-
itor watching the ninth 
race, with apparently little 
patience for an inquiring 
reporter.

The frenzied hum of 
the stadium gave way to a 
relaxed atmosphere at the 
clubhouse level.

Joseph Courtesis, the 
commanding officer of the 
105th Precinct, traded his 
uniform for a tan striped 
suit on his day off and re-
called trips to Belmont with 
his father.

“It’s a special event,” 
he said as he checked his 

BlackBerry. “My guys are 
working outside, so they’re 
kind of getting a freebie out 
of me.”

As the marquee race 
arrived, all eyes were 
locked on the horses as they 
left the gate, and the roar 
climbed steadily with the 
announcer’s voice as Union 
Rags edged out Paynter 
through a thin space along 
the rail to take the lead and 
win the Stakes.

Nick Fittano enjoyed 
a cigar outside after the 
race. He said he was “down 
a few,” but had an incompa-
rable experience nonethe-
less.

“This is New York. 
This is the big time,” he 
said. “Besides, it’s the most 
behaved 80,000 people you’ll 
ever see.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Trainer Michael Matz (l.) and jockey John Velazquez hoist the tro-
phy after Velazquez rode Union Rags to victory in the Belmont 
Stakes. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOE ANUTA

A group of Asian-Amer-
ican leaders in Queens is 
demanding an explanation 
from state Democrats as to 
why they did not invite city 
Comptroller John Liu to 
the national convention in 
September.

On June 6, prominent 
members of the Chinese 
and Korean communities 
gathered at the offices of 
the Flushing Chinese Busi-
ness Association downtown 
to sound off about the snub 
and sign a letter that was 
later fired off to Charlie 
King, executive director of 
the state committee.

“We are very shocked 
and surprised by the news 
that John Liu was denied a 
seat,” said Justin Yu, chair-

man of the Chinese Cham-
ber of Commerce of New 
York. “Not only the Chinese 
community is outraged, 
but I think the whole Demo-
cratic Party should raise 
questions against such a 
mysterious decision.”

The Democratic con-
vention is held every four 
years, and hundreds of del-
egates flock to the chosen 
city to choose their party’s 
candidate to run for presi-
dent. 

Liu’s campaign for 
mayor has been under in-
vestigation by the FBI and 
two campaign aides are 
charged with wire fraud, 
but Liu himself has not 
been implicated, which was 
pointed out by many of the 
leaders gathered at the con-
ference table and in the let-

ter sent to King.
“Though sources say 

the federal probe into his 
campaign finances con-
tributed to the decision to 
reject him, there was no 
official statement released 
that justified why he was 
denied the slot,” accord-
ing to the letter, which was 
signed by a slew of leaders 
in the community. “A final 
ruling on Comptroller Liu’s 
innocence has not yet been 
given, so you can under-
stand why some members 
of our community have 
been expressing confusion 
towards the matter.”

The state Democrats 
did not respond to a request 
for comment.

Because Liu has not 
been formally charged, oth-

Offi cials believe Queens 
has convention potential

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Developers have be-

gun to make pitches to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo for a new 
casino and convention cen-
ter in the state, but officials 
still want Queens to be a vi-
able option.

“The need for a conven-
tion center in Queens has 
not diminished,” Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
said. “I remain hopeful and 
optimistic that something 
will get built. We have the 
labor force to build it, and 
we need the thousands of 
jobs that would be gener-
ated.”

Cuomo announced 
June 1 that talks between 
the state and gaming giant 
Genting, which developed 
Resorts World Casino at Aq-

ueduct Race Track in South 
Ozone Park, had broken 
down amid the uncertainty 
surrounding gambling le-
galization in the state.

The governor’s an-
nouncement came days be-
fore The New York Times 
published a story revealing 
that Genting  had made con-
tributions of $400,000 of its 
own money  and $2 million 

by the New York Gaming 
Association to the Com-
mittee to Save New York, a 
business and labor coalition 
that has advertised heavily 
in support of Cuomo’s push 
for legalized table gaming 
in the state.

While the breakdown 
of negotiations reopened 
the door to a possible con-

After talks stalled between the state and Genting, developer of 
Resorts World, other suitors began making their cases to bring a 
new convention center to Queens. Rendering courtesy Genting

Continued on Page 60Continued on Page 60

Flushing leaders question 
why Dems snubbed Liu
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WE HAVE YOU COVERED HEAD TO TOE

DOC CARE
Your Primary Care & Specialty Physicians

Call For Appointment
Walk-Ins Welcome

66-55 Fresh Pond Road, Ridgewood
718-497-1919

68-23 Fresh Pond Road, Ridgewood
718-497-2322

DocCare
HEALING,

HEALTH,

HOPE®

®

Barry Maizel, M.D.
GASTROENTEROLOGIST

HEALTHCARE SERVICES OFFERED:

Gastroenterology Consult• 
Hepatology Consult• 

Colonoscopy• 
Offi ce Based Upper Endoscopy• 
HOSPITAL AFFILIATIONS:

New York Methodist Hospital• 
New York Hospital Queens• 

Doc Care Proudly Presents
Dr. Barry Maizel

Learn more at: www.doccareny.com
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

BLACK & WHITE PAGE

Tragic General Slocum fi re remembered in Astoria Park
Steamship accident that killed more than 1,000 people in 1904 was city’s largest loss of life until 9/11

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Before the 2001 ter-
rorist attack on the World 
Trade Center, the largest 
loss of life in the city’s his-
tory occurred on a June 
day in 1904 when more than 
1,000 people died when the 
General Slocum caught fire 
in the East River off Asto-
ria.

“Before 9/11 it was the 
greatest disaster in New 
York City history,” Urban 
Park Ranger Eric Handy 
said Sunday as he guided 
a tour through Astoria 
Park, telling the tale of the 
doomed steamship.

The ship was chartered 
by St. Mark’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church June 15, 
1904, to take a group of Ger-
man Americans, mostly 
women and children, on an 
excursion from the Lower 
East Side, up the East River 

and out through the Long 
Island Sound to Eatons 
Neck, L.I., for a picnic.

The passenger counts 
vary because every two 
children under the age of 14 
were counted as one adult, 
but it is estimated the ship 
was carrying more than 
1,300 passengers that day.

“Unfortunately, we’ll 
never know how many peo-
ple were on board,” Handy 
said.

As the ship took off 
from East 3rd Street around 
9:40 a.m., the passengers on 
board were dressed in their 
Sunday best, looking for-
ward to a day of relaxation 
that would have included 
an ice cream treat — a lux-
ury at the time.

Built in 1891, the Gen-
eral Slocum was the pride 
and joy of the Knickerbock-
er Steamship Co.

“It was the top of the 

line in luxury,” Handy 
said.

But by 1904, advances 
in technology had rendered 
the ship second-class, and 
by then it was used by 
union and church groups.

In fact, the Lutheran 
church’s group consisted 
mostly of women and chil-

dren because the men in 
their families had to work 
in order to afford the trip.

The Knickerbocker Co. 
was also less than sterling.

“Profits were more 
important than safety, and 
the company was known 
for paying off inspectors,” 
Handy said. “In fact, ev-

erything passed the day’s 
inspection.”

As the ship floated up-
stream and passed where 
the Hell Gate bridge spans 
the river today, a little boy 
noticed a fire in its lamp 
room just before 10 a.m.

Capt. William Van 
Schaick had recently re-
ceived an award for carry-
ing 30 million people with-
out a casualty, but instead 
of docking the ship imme-
diately he headed toward 
North Brother Island, fan-
ning the flames.

The crew lacked the 
proper safety training and 
life preservers made out of 
cork were no longer buoy-
ant. Handy said women 
watched their children 
drown as they threw them 
overboard in a desperate at-
tempt to save their lives.

“Unfortunately, a lot of 
people failed miserably,” he 

said.
The ranger showed 

pictures of bodies lined up 
along the shoreline and in 
a makeshift morgue, a total 
of approximately 1,021.

Brooklyn native How-
ard Weber, 60, said his great 
aunt, Hermaine Meuller, 
was one of the passengers 
who died that day.

“As family folklore 
goes, her husband Edward 
goes to ID the bodies, and 
when he tells her sister, 
Theresa Panzel, she has a 
heart attack or stroke,” he 
said. “Two weeks later she 
was dead.”

Weber said he owns 
the deed to Meuller’s grave 
in the Lutheran All Faith 
Cemetery in Middle Vil-
lage, where he attended a 
ceremony the day before 
commemorating the disas-
ter and the victims buried 
there.

Urban Parks Ranger Eric Handy gives a guided tour of the General 
Slocum Disaster in Astoria Park. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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The unique pain management and emotional comfort 
that Calvary Hospital has been providing to advanced cancer 
patients and their families, is universally understood as the 
gold standard in palliative care.  

Through Calvary@Home, the tradition of this same 
expert palliative care is brought to patients with cancer – 
and non-cancer diagnoses as well – right in the familiar 
surroundings of their own homes. 

With its separate Home Care and Hospice divisions, 
Calvary@Home provides needed comfort and care to patients 
who choose to receive care at home. Whether in active 
treatment or in end-of-life care, Calvary@Home brings the 
experts to the patient. 

In fact, Calvary Hospital and Calvary@Home are proud 
to have been honored with the prestigious Gold Seal of 
Approval™ from The Joint Commission – the world’s leading 
healthcare accrediting agency. 

It’s no wonder that patients and their families throughout 
Queens – from College Point to Far Rockaway, from 
Astoria to Little Neck – have made Calvary@Home their 
choice for home care and hospice. Calvary@Home. It’s one 
of the many reasons why Calvary Hospital is Where Life 
Continues.

For more information about Calvary@Home call us today 
and speak with one of our nurses at 718-518-2465. 

Expert Care from Calvary@Home

Calvary Hospital 
is also available in the 

comfort of your
home, 

,
casa,

,
, 

,

and
.

Visit us at www.calvaryhospital.org.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300
Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)

Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care 
Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

ASTORIA — The NYPD 
was looking for help in locat-
ing a missing Astoria man 
who lives within the 114th 
Precinct, police said.

According to police, 
28-year-old Raul Eslava was 
last seen inside his 11-53 Well-
ing Court residence June 5 

around 8:30 p.m.
He was described by po-

lice as 5-foot-6, 155 pounds 
with brown eyes and black 
hair. Police said he was last 
seen wearing a black T-shirt, 
blue jeans and black and 
white sneakers.

Cops seek missing boro man from 114th Precinct

LONG ISLAND CITY — 
Police were looking for the 
public’s assistance in finding 
a missing man from Long Is-
land City within the 114th 
Precinct, the NYPD said.

According to police, 
Soliman Leano, 75, was last 

seen inside his home at 27-
01 37th Ave. in Long Island 
City June 5 around 9 a.m. He 
was described by police as 
5-foot-7, 150 pounds and with 
a shaved head. He was last 
seen wearing blue jeans, po-
lice said.

Missing man from LIC sought by the police

LONG ISLAND CITY 
— The NYPD was looking 
for two suspects wanted in 
connection with a grand 
larceny within the 114th 
Precinct, police said.

According to police, 
two men entered Yogi Lala 
Jewelers, at 30-07 Steinway 
St., April 13 around 7:10 
p.m. pretending to shop for 
jewelry. They distracted the 
staff and loosened the glass 
showcase by cutting out its 
silicone and removed prop-
erty without permission, 
police said.

Police described the 
first suspect as a black man 
about 50 years old, 6 feet 

tall and about 180 pounds 
with dark skin and a bald 
head.

The second suspect 

was a roughly 30-year-old 
black male at about 6 feet 
tall and 200 pounds with 
dark skin and a ceasar hair 

Cops hunt for two men who robbed jewelry store

The NYPD released a surveillance video, which they said depicts 
two suspects stealing jewelry from the Yogi Lala Jewelers in the 
Steinway section of Astoria. Image courtesy NYPD

SOLIMAN LEANO
Photo courtesy NYPD

RAUL ESLAVA
Photo courtesy NYPD

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

POLICE 

Blotter
JACKSON HEIGHTS 

— Police were looking for 
help in finding a missing 
Jackson Heights man with-
in the 115th Precinct, the 
NYPD said.

According to police, 
55-year-old Heliomar Dos-

Santos was last seen inside 
515 Dean St. in Brooklyn 
Monday around 1:30 p.m.

He was described 
by police as 5-foot-5, 145 
pounds and wearing black 
jeans, a yellow polo shirt 
and white sneakers.

Jackson Heights man missing for 3 days: Cops

HELIOMAR 
DOSSANTOS

Photo courtesy NYPD
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BY JOE ANUTA

Treating cancer in 
the diverse population of 
Queens is unlike treating 
the disease anywhere else 
in the country, top oncolo-
gists at New York Hospital 
Queens said.

Immigrant communi-
ties in the borough tend to 
share the same dietary and 
lifestyle habits, as well as 
possible exposure to dif-
ferent environments and 
illnesses from their home 
countries, all of which can 
lead to cancers that are 
less prevalent on a national 
scale and require special 
attention, according to Dr. 
Dattatreyudu Nori, direc-
tor of the cancer center at 
the Flushing hospital.

“The standard care 
and programs we use na-
tionally had to be tailored 
to this community,” said 
Nori, who is also the chair-
man of the center’s radia-
tion oncology department.

In Queens alone, 192 
people are diagnosed with 
cancer each week, and 64 
people die from cancer each 

week, according to statis-
tics from the American 
Cancer Society.

On a national scale, 
cancer of the lung, breast, 
prostate and colon make up 
most of the cases, but not in 
the borough.

For example, the Asian 
population largely centered 
in Flushing suffers from a 
different type of cancer.

“We have a large Chi-
nese population where liver 
cancer prevalence is very 
high,” Nori said.

Many Flushing resi-
dents who grew up in China 
were exposed to the virus 
Hepatitis B when they were 
younger, according to Nori, 
who said that while the vi-
rus may not have caused 
noticeable effects for de-
cades, it often increases the 
risk of liver cancer.

In order to deal with 
the problem, the center 
hopes to catch the cancer 
early through blood tests, 
he said.

If the tests catch the 
earliest stages of cancer, 
it can be cured, according 
to Nori, but if the tests do 

not catch the cancer early 
enough, the hospital still 
has a novel technique to try 
and beat it with radiation.

The hospital, at 56-45 
Main St., raised $1 million 
May 31 at a Manhattan 
fund-raiser, which the chief 
executive officer of the hos-
pital hopes will go toward 
several aspects of the oncol-
ogy department.

Stephen Mills, also the 
president of NYHQ, hopes 
one day to have a separate 
building to house the can-
cer center, and while some 
of the money donated will 
go toward that goal, it will 
also go toward keeping the 
services the hospital al-
ready has.

And Mills hopes 
Queens residents realize 
they can receive top-notch 
cancer care without leav-
ing the borough for nation-
ally recognized centers like 
the Memorial Sloan-Ketter-
ing Cancer Center in Man-
hattan.

“Cancer care protocols 
are well-developed nation-
ally,” Mills said. “Whether 
you go to Memorial Sloan-

Kettering or not, the form 
of the treatment is not go-
ing to change a lot.”

Some of the funds 
raised will also go toward 
clinical research on can-
cers that are found in the 
borough.

The Asian population 
of Flushing is also at risk 
for higher rates of throat 
and mouth cancer, accord-
ing to Nori.

This can also stem 
from exposure to viruses, 
but according to Nori can be 
the result of continually ir-
ritating the throat through 
certain spicy foods or other 
irritants like smoking.

The South Asian popu-
lation, including Indian and 
Bangladeshi residents, are 
at a higher risk for breast 
and gynecological cancers 
stemming from high birth 
rates and a virus called the 
human papilloma virus, 
which is known to cause 
cancer of the cervix.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Dr. Dattatreyudu Nori talks with patient Ramon Tirado. Photo courtesy New York Hospital Queens

New York Giants offensive lineman David Diehl is led into Queens 
Central Booking. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Giants lineman hit 
with DWI charges
BY RAPHAEL SUGARMAN

From the time of his 
rookie season, when he 
was the only newbie in the 
National Football League 
to start all 16 games at the 
same position, David Diehl 
has been a model of depend-
ability for the New York Gi-
ants.

But that model was 
tarnished on the streets of 
Astoria Sunday evening, 
when the allegedly intoxi-
cated offensive lineman is 
said to have gone barrel-
ing down neighborhood 
streets, sideswiping not 
only his own BMW but sev-
eral parked cars along 35th 
Avenue.

The following day, 
Diehl, 31, was arraigned 
on two counts of impaired 
driving, according to 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown. Judge Le-
nora Gerald ordered him 
to be released on his own 
recognizance and to return 
to court July 26.

His license suspended, 
Diehl, a New Jersey resi-
dent, faces up to one year 
in jail and/or a $1,000 fine 
if convicted.

Diehl was observed at 
about 8:20 p.m. June 10 in 
the vicinity of 31-31 35th 
St. by a police officer from 
the 114th Precinct respond-
ing to the scene of a motor 
vehicle accident involving 
a 2011 BMW, according to 
the DA.

The officer said Diehl 

had a strong odor of alco-
hol on his breath, blood-
shot and watery eyes and 
slurred speech and was un-
steady on his feet. 

Diehl allegedly admit-
ted to police that he had 
been driving the BMW, 
which had damage on its 
front right side, according 
to the district attorney’s 
office. It is alleged that a 
test administered to Diehl 
resulted in a blood alcohol 
content reading of .182 per-
cent, which is above the 
New York legal limit of .08 
percent, the DA said.

It is further alleged 
that Diehl admitted that he 
had been at a bar watching 
a soccer game involving 
Croatia, according to the 
DA. Diehl’s mother is Croa-
tian and he is said to have 
always maintained a tie to 
those roots, even when he 
moved to New Jersey. Diehl 
showed up to his arraign-
ment wearing a shirt bear-
ing the traditional Croatian 
red and white checkerboard 
and coat of arms — likely a 
holdover from his time at 
the soccer bar.

Cultural pride not-
withstanding, the lineman 
expressed regret for the 
mess.

“I’ve worked hard 
during my career to set a 
positive example, and yes-
terday I fell far short of 
this standard,” Diehl said 
in a statement Monday. “I 
apologize to my family, my 

NYHQ tracks diverse cancers
Diseases need special care due to immigrants’ dietary, lifestyle habits

Continued on Page 60
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Vote to preserve your individualism
E

lections have become 
public auctions of 
private goods. Voters 
have figured out that 

they could vote themselves 
more money from the trea-
sury by voting for people 
who promised to give them 
more money in exchange 
for electing them.

The people getting free 
stuff outnumber the people 
paying for that free stuff. 
We are nurturing contempt 
for private property and de-
stroying self-reliance and 
-responsibility. Will we vote 
for those who will redistrib-
ute our wealth and limit 

our freedoms in the name 
of “social justice”? Will we 
acquiesce to bureaucrats 
who are determined to dic-
tate how we live our lives?

If we sanction the sub-
servience of individual in-
terests to collective author-
ity, we disregard the U.S. 
Constitution at our peril.

History is replete 
with chronicles of the im-
morality, dishonesty and 
exploitation of collectivist 
societies. In those societ-
ies, the individual has a 
reality only as part of the 
group, valued only insofar 
as he serves it. People who 

join demonstrations and 
protests demanding some-
body’s “fair share” do not 
recognize private property 
and reject personal respon-
sibility.

Collectivist ideology 
contends that the govern-
ment determines how indi-
viduals may live their lives 
for the benefit of society. In-
dividual rights and choices 
are limited or eliminated 
for the “greater good.”

There are some who 
think it is unimportant 
who wins or loses in the 
next presidential election 
because the changing of 

“masters” has no effect on 
freedom. But the results 
may reveal the depth of our 
dependency and aversion to 
individualism.

If choices and deci-
sions required to effectuate 
self-sufficiency and -deter-
mination are an irksome 
burden, we will vote to join 
the mob and mass move-
ment to escape individual 
responsibility and be free 
from freedom.

Ed Konecnik
Flushing

AN UNPROVOKED 
ASSAULT?

The report that a Queens Supreme Court judge may 
have been beaten by an NYPD officer in Jackson Heights 
is disturbing.

There are a number of investigations underway fol-
lowing the allegations made by Justice Thomas Raffaele. 
Nevertheless, the response has not been adequate given 
the seriousness of the charges brought by the judge.

Raffaele, 69, who presides in the Matrimonial Court 
in Jamaica, said he was beaten for no reason when he 
joined a jeering crowd watching police as they attempted 
to arrest a shirtless man.

The judge said he called 911 when he realized the of-
ficers might need backup. That can be easily proved or 
disproved.

Raffaele said one of the officers, who had been kneel-
ing on the handcuffed man, then struck him and other 
people in the crowd.

The police, he said, ignored the crowd and even the 
pleas from a registered nurse who happened to be walking 
by to stop beating the man.

The judge said, “Psychologically, it was a very trau-
matic thing to happen. This officer’s rage is so out of con-
trol, it is dangerous for him to be in that situation.”

He noted that, during his time as head of Community 
Board 3, he gained a strong appreciation for the NYPD. He 
even participated in a civilian patrol in Jackson Heights, 
where the alleged assault took place.

The incident, which occurred just after midnight 
June 1, is being investigated by the NYPD’s Internal Af-
fairs Bureau, the Queens district attorney and the Civil-
ian Complaint Review Board, according to Raffaele.

The wheels in the bureaucracy are turning too slow-
ly.

If what the judge says is true, the officer who attacked 
him is at best dangerous and should not be carrying a 
weapon or a shield until this is resolved. If he hit the vic-
tim without provocation, he should be treated like any per-
son accused of assault.

What did the other officers do while this was going 
on? What did they tell Internal Affairs? When will the or-
ganizations involved in the investigation report on their 
findings?

Police must be held to a higher standard. They must 
use their authority wisely if they want the public’s re-
spect.

We have always been strong in our support for the 
brave men and women of the NYPD, but officers who break 
the law should be held accountable.
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READERS WRITE

Do not implement Secure Communities in Queens
An open letter to U.S. 

Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity Janet Napolitano:

W
e, as members of 
the New York City 
Council, who rep-
resent immigrant 

communities throughout 
the city, are disappointed in 
your decision to deploy Se-
cure Communities in New 
York City. Implementation 
of this policy will have dev-
astating effects on the city’s 
immigrant communities. 
You should not activate this 
program in New York.

Since its inception in 
2008, the reach of Secure 
Communities has been 
overbroad. The goal of the 

program is to “prioritize 
the removal of criminal 
aliens, those who pose a 
threat to public safety, and 
repeat immigration viola-
tors.”

Yet your data shows 
that, in fiscal year 2011, 26 
percent of all Secure Com-
munities deportations were 
immigrants with Level 1 
convictions, 19 percent of 
those deported had Level 2 
convictions and 29 percent 
were individuals convicted 
of Level 3 crimes, which are 
minor crimes carrying sen-
tences of less than one year. 
Twenty-six percent of those 
deported had only immi-
gration violations.

This dragnet approach 
may lead to the deportation 
of New Yorkers charged 
with minor offenses who 
have lived in this country 
for more than 10 or 20 years 
and who have deeply rooted 
family and community ties. 
This is wrong.

As you know, in an ef-
fort to address the concerns 
raised by those affected, the 
Homeland Security Advi-
sory Council’s Task Force 
on Secure Communities 
issued a report containing 
findings and recommenda-
tions designed to improve 
the program in September 
2011. Advocates criticized 
your recent response to that 

report, which proposed to 
change little more than the 
way an individual accused 
of a traffic violation is 
treated, as falling far short 
of what is needed.

We join in that criti-
cism. For example, although 
the task force recommend-
ed that U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
improve the transparency 
of Secure Communities and 
strengthen accountability 
mechanisms, there contin-
ues to be limited oversight 
of the program and it re-
mains far too difficult to 
make a complaint. In light 
of these facts, we cannot 
support the program or its 

activation in the city unless 
and until the issues raised 
in the task force report are 
addressed.

Perhaps most impor-
tantly, it is clear to us that 
the decision to deploy this 
program in the city will 
create fear in immigrant 
communities and corrode 
the bond between immi-
grants and the city Police 
Department. In the city, we 
have worked to ensure that 
immigrants feel comfort-
able accessing local gov-
ernment — in particular, 
local law enforcement — to 
report crimes, seek assis-
tance and support their 
communities.

The deployment of 
Secure Communities will 
cause grave damage on all 
of these fronts. You should 
reverse your decision to 
implement Secure Commu-
nities in the city.

Christine C. Quinn
Council Speaker

(D-Manhattan)

Daniel Dromm
Chairman

Council Immigration 
Committee

(D-Jackson Heights)

Melissa Mark-Viverito
Councilwoman
(D-Manhattan)

U.S. must increase military strength

W
ith our military 
budget calling for 
large reductions 
in military per-

sonnel and weaponry, our 
nation needs to watch two 
powerful nations: Russia 
and China.

These countries have 
embarked on massive mili-
tary buildups of their mili-
tary forces as well as their 

weapons. The United States 
must remain the strongest 
nation in the world. We 
cannot allow our military 
defenses to be weakened.

It is critical to main-
tain our military strength 
as a nation. The Russians 
and Chinese could pre-
cipitate a new arms race. 
The world cannot afford 
a return to the days of the 

Cold War, when the United 
States, the Soviet Union 
and Communist China 
were potential adversaries 
with enough nuclear weap-
ons to destroy the world 10 
times over.

Do not reduce our mili-
tary ability.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be 
edited for brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number 
for verification.  Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously 
sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in 
the next week’s paper.  All letters become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation 
and may be republished in any format.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Astoria, LIC need another hospital

A
s an Astoria resi-
dent, I have often 
walked along 30th 
Avenue, passing by 

Mt. Sinai Astoria Hospital. 
I have watched as senior 
citizens enter the outpatient 
area arriving for scheduled 
appointments. Often an am-
bulance will arrive, with 
flashing lights and sirens 
blaring.

When I observe these 
events, it dawns on me that 
Mt. Sinai is the only hospi-
tal serving Astoria and the 
12th state Senate District.

This fact is alarming 
on so many levels. Astoria 
and Long Island City are 
reliant on the Mt. Sinai fa-
cility. After Mt. Sinai, the 
nearest hospital is 5 miles 
away, for some residents. 
Currently, Mt. Sinai only 
has capacity of a little more 
than 200 beds.

The residents of the 
12th Senate District de-
serve better than that. The 
combined total population 
of Long Island City and 
Astoria is approximately 
200,000. Clearly, Mt. Sinai 
cannot meet the immediate 
term health care needs for 

even 1 percent of the 12th 
District’s population. In a 
city as great as New York, 
this statistic is unaccept-
able.

The continued neglect 
of urgent health care in 
the vicinity of Astoria can-
not continue. Our elected 
officials have not even 
scratched the surface on 
this issue. Sen. Michael Gi-
anaris (D-Astoria), the cur-
rent senator of the district, 
sits on the Senate Health 
Committee but has not 
raised this issue as a prior-
ity during his tenure.

In fact, as senator he 
has never voted on any 
major health care matter 
that directly affects the dis-
trict’s constituents. Accord-
ing to his record as a state 
Assemblyman, Gianaris 
voted on legislation (S5620) 
to reduce drug penalties for 
offenders with hypodermic 
syringes. That vote took 
place June 29, 2010.

It is shocking that Gia-
naris is ignoring an issue 
that has adverse affects on 
our community. Mt. Sinai 
has been doing its best to 
accommodate our residents 

— if only I could say the 
same for Gianaris.

It is a matter of fact that 
the majority of our popula-
tion is aging. Baby boomers 
are reaching the age where 
accessible health care is a 
necessity. The stakes are 
too high. People’s lives are 
at risk. Another medical 
center is something Asto-
ria and Long Island City 
residents need. The ambu-
lances carrying those in 
need of care will continue. 
I cannot imagine what the 
coming years will bring if 
this issue is not addressed.

It is the responsibility 
of our elected leaders to in-
sure our health and safety. 
Another hospital will pro-
vide health care access and 
relieve the heavy burden 
upon Mt. Sinai in Astoria. 
We need to be assured that 
those frequently dispatched 
ambulances do not arrive 
too little, too late for any of 
our neighbors.

Aurelio “Tony” Arcabascio
Republican State Senate 

Candidate
Astoria
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artin Landau is 
a film and televi-
sion actor born in 
Brooklyn. Sources 

disagree about his date of 
birth, with some claiming 
June 20, 1928, and others 
the same date but in 1931.

Regardless, Landau 
has remained active on 
the silver screen for more 
than 50 years, pursuing his 
career with a passion into 
his 80s. His early roles in-
cluded Alfred Hitchcock’s 
“North by Northwest” and 
“Mission: Impossible,” as 
well as television appear-
ances on “Entourage” and 

“The Simpsons” in recent 
years. He received an Acad-
emy Award and a Golden 
Globe for his portrayal of 
Bela Lugosi in the 1994 film 
“Ed Wood.” The former 
Kew Gardens resident was 
married to Barbara Bain 
for 36 years and has two 
children.

The future star was 
born to Selma Buchanan 
and Morris Landau. His 
father was an immigrant 
from Austria who struggled 
to save his Jewish relatives 
as the clouds of fascism and 
approaching war darkened 
Europe.

Landau attended The 
Pratt Institute before land-
ing his first job as a car-
toonist for the Daily News. 
He left at age 22 to begin his 
lifelong pursuit as an actor, 
attracted by the sense of es-
capism offered by film and 
the roles it offered.

The aspiring enter-
tainer launched his career 
by attending the Actors Stu-
dio in New York City, where 
he rubbed shoulders with 
fellow future greats James 
Dean and Steve McQueen. 
By the late 1950s, Landau 
was on his way. He landed 
his first Broadway role in 
1957 in the Paddy Chayef-
sky production “Middle of 
the Night” and followed this 
up two years later with his 
film debut in Hitchcock’s 
mistaken identity thriller 
“North by Northwest.”

In 1963, the actor per-

formed in the blockbuster 
“Cleopatra” as Rufio, the 
right hand man of Julius 
Caesar.

After making a name 
for himself on Broadway 
and the silver screen, the 
talented New Yorker added 
television to his résumé, ap-
pearing in “Mission: Impos-
sible” as master of disguise 
Rollin Hand. His new role 
demonstrated the range 
of Landau’s talent, as the 
show often required him to 
play not only his character 
but the character’s disguise 
as well. He appeared in the 
series with Barbara Bain, 
his then-wife.

In the 1970s, the versa-
tile actor disappeared from 
the limelight, performing 
in programs such as the 
British science fiction se-
ries “Space: 1999” and “The 
Harlem Globetrotters on 

Gilligan’s Island.” In the 
following decade, Landau 
returned to Hollywood in 
grand style, earning an 
Academy Award for his 
performance as Abe Karatz 
in “Tucker: The Man and 
His Dream.”

His best, however, was 
yet to come. His unforgetta-
ble portrayal of Bela Lugosi 
in the Tim Burton comic 
drama “Ed Wood” not only 
resulted in another Acad-
emy Award, this time for 
Best Supporting Actor, but 
rounded out his trophy case 
with a Screen Actors Guild 
Award, a Golden Globe and 
a Saturn Award.

In more recent years, 
Landau has returned to 
television, revisiting his 
connection to Queens as a 
guest star on “Entourage,” 
a series following the career 
of a fictional actor from the 

borough who makes the A-
list in Hollywood.

In 2011, the octogenar-
ian actor appeared as a rab-
bi in the telemovie “Have a 
Little Faith,” based on the 
Mitch Albom non-fiction 
book of the same name, 
about the role of spiritual 
belief in people’s lives.

In recognition of his 
six decades of achievement, 
Landau has a star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Reflecting on his years 
of success, he simply offers, 
“What I do best, what I’ve 
always done best, is act.”

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

Ex-Kew Gdns. resident Landau an Oscar, Golden Globe winner

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society

COLUMNS

FREE ESTIMATES ON
ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGa, ETC. VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com 

“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” 

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

SCAN HERE
FOR OUR WEBSITE

FREE 
*

or more

 FREE*

Watch Battery
w/repair 

or more 

* Not to be combined with 
any other offer. Expires 

9.30.12

“Be Different” Let’s make your next Dream Piece of 
Jewelry a Reality... Unusual and One-Of-A-Kind Collections

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds
Into Custom Designed Jewelry
to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum
Jewelry Repair On The Premises

Diamond Setting and Sizing 
while you wait. Viewing permitted

Free Prong Checking              
while you wait
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KNOWLEDGE IS POWER. PASS IT ON.

Electric power outage? 
We need to hear from you.
Report problems online, 

on your smartphone 

or your landline. 

And Con Edison will call 

you back and let you 

know when your power 

will be restored.

conEd.com
1-800-75-CONED

LEARN MORE
facebook.com/powerofgreen

BLACK & WHITE PAGE
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EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

GET MORE FROM YOUR MORTGAGE®

Residential loan options include:
     Financing for 1-4 Family Homes, 
     Cooperatives and Condominiums

     Purchases, Rate/Term and 
     Cash-Out Refinancing

     Adjustable and Fixed Rate Mortgages

Commercial loan options include:
Financing for  Mixed-Use, Multi-Family 
Apartment Buildings, Retail/Small Office 
Complexes

No Minimum Credit Score Requirement
Loan Amounts $100k up to $5 mm

Small Business Adminstration (SBA) Loans:
SBA Loans, which are guaranteed by the U.S. Small Business Administration, offer flexible 
and affordable terms that may fulfill the financial needs of your small business!  Emigrant 
Bank is a Participating SBA Lender offering 7(a) Loans and 504 Program.

CONTACT A MORTGAGE CONSULTANT TODAY!

EMILY  Y.  LUI - NMLS#344503
(718) 880-1678 / LuiE@EmigrantMortgage.com

Copyright © 2012 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Inc. - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant) is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. All loans are subject 
to credit approval. Not all products or programs are available in all states or localities or for all loan amounts. Restrictions and 
limitations may apply. Emigrant’s commercial mortgage programs/products are offered through Emigrant Funding Corporation - 
NMLS#1597 (EFC) a Subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. EFC’s loan programs are limited to loans that do not meet the definition of 
residential under applicable state laws. Connecticut Licensed Residential First Mortgage Lender #0001993: 7 Westchester Plaza, 
Elmsford, NY 10523. Connecticut Licensed Residential Second Mortgage Lender #0002431: 7 Westchester Plaza, Elmsford, NY 
10523. New Jersey Corporate Lender License #L061474, with a principal address at 7 Westchester Plaza, Elmsford, NY 10523 and 
Branch Lender License #L039280, with a principal address at 60 Route 46 East, Fairfield, NJ 07004. New York Licensed Residential 
Mortgage Lender: Exempt. /// 02/14/2012

Foreign Nationals 

& Non-Resident 
Aliens Eligible

�

�

�

�

�

�

LARISA KESSEL - NMLS#344882
(718) 880-1675 / KesselL@EmigrantMortgage.com GAME, SET, MATCH

Angelo Cardinale (r.) from Howard Beach shakes hands with Jose Gomez, who is originally 
from Astoria following the B division consolation semifinals in the Jana Hunsaker Memorial 
Wheelchair Tennis Tournament at the USTA Bille Jean King National Tennis Center in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. Gomez advanced to the finals and placed first in the consolation 
round. Photo by Christina Santucci
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We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

   Hunter Douglas
 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

1 Luminette® 
Privacy Sheer or 
Modern Drapery

$100 off each 
additional unit

$50 off each 
additional unit

$50 off each 
additional unit

2 Pirouette® 
Window Shadings

2 Silhouette® 
Window Shadings

BUY PLUSSAVE
$100*

$100*

$100*
Silhouette® Window Shadings

Buy more, save more with these elegant 
light-diffusing window fashions, now through 
June 17. Plus, get a free LiteRise® cordless 
lifting system upgrade with your purchase 
of Silhouette® Window Shadings.

Pirouette® Window Shadings Luminette® Privacy Sheers and Modern Draperies

*  Manufacturer’s rebate and upgrade offers valid for qualifying purchases made 4/3/2012 – 6/17/2012. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase 
less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Rebate offers may not be combined. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. © 2012 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. 
All trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.
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Lancman blasts Crowley, Meng on Social Security
BY JOE ANUTA

State Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) went on the of-
fensive Tuesday, saying he 
is the only candidate in the 
race for the newly created 
congressional seat centered 
around Flushing who has a 
plan to fix Social Security.

“Our seniors, and 
those who will soon be-
come seniors, deserve more 
than a head-in-the-sand 
approach to Social Secu-
rity from their member of 
Congress,” Lancman said. 
“And so far I’m the only 
candidate in this race that 
has offered a real plan to 
save Social Security with-
out reducing benefits, rais-
ing the retirement age or 
privatizing Social Security 
altogether.”

Lancman favors elimi-
nating an exemption on 
Social Security taxes paid 
on an individual’s income 
over $110,600. If the exemp-
tion is eliminated, he said, 
the program would remain 
solvent for another 75 years. 

It is widely predicted that 
by 2033 the program will 
be unable to provide 100 
percent coverage to seniors 
if no legislative action is 
taken.

Lancman blasted his 
opponents, City Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 

(D-Middle Village) and 
state Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
for what he called their 
idea that job growth alone 
will allow more people to 
pay into the system.

But the two candidates 
countered that the increase 

in Social Security pay-
ments would essentially be 
a tax.

“Raising taxes on the 
middle class and on small 
businesses is exactly what 
we don’t need to help Social 
Security,” Crowley said in 
a statement. “I’m sorry that 

Mr. Lancman thinks that it 
is a good idea. My plan is to 
put people back to work and 
keep Republicans from cut-
ting Social Security.”

Meng also released a 
statement in response to 
the allegations.

She said that raising 
the exemption ceil-
ing might be a good 
idea in the future, 
but not in the cur-
rent economy.

“Under no circum-
stances could growth itself 
solve this problem. That 
is a fact,” Meng said in a 
statement. “On the other 
hand, it would be impru-
dent to raise taxes on those 
earning $110,000 while the 
economy is weak and pos-
sibly slowing.”

Meng has said on 
several occasions that re-
forming Social Security 
is a complicated issue, but 
that job growth could help 
and that there is no need to 
panic.

In an interview with 
TimesLedger Newspapers 
this spring, she said “we 

have enough funds in there 
until 2033 .... It is not some-
thing that is disappearing 
next year.”

Crowley has stuck to 
the position that job growth 
will help keep the program 
afloat.

“When you have more 
people working, 
you’ll naturally 
have more money 
going into Social 
Security,” Crowley 

said in a separate interview 
with TimesLedger.

The cost of the entitle-
ment program, along with 
Medicare and Medicaid, 
has ballooned to 36 per-
cent of the federal budget, 
a growth that is unsustain-
able, according to a govern-
ment report. That report, 
issued by the Trustees of 
the Social Security and 
Medicare, predicted dire 
consequences as the large 
baby boomer generation en-
ters retirement and stipu-
lated that legislative inter-
vention is required to keep 
entitlements afloat.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

They are not even old enough 
for a learner’s permit, but two 
young speed devils tore down 
23rd Avenue in East Elmhurst 
Saturday to take the top prizes in 
the Flushing Meadow Soap Box 
Derby.

In her black and gray Bugs 
Bunny-themed racer, 13-year-old 
Yazmin Baptiste, of Glen Oaks, 
won in the race’s superstock divi-
sion, and 8-year-old Julian Fran-
cis, of East Elmhurst, took top 
prize in the stock division.

“I put my head down and put 
a lot of weights to go faster down 
the hill. It took a lot of focus,” said 
Yazmin, who got a lot of help from 
family and friends, as well as 
sponsor GNB Auto Repair Shop, 
building her racer. “It took about 
a day to make. It was fun, but it 
was quick.”

Both winners earned them-
selves a trip to Akron, Ohio, in 

July for the world championship 
All-American Soap Box Derby. 
Julian will not be able to make 
the trip because he will be attend-
ing his brother’s graduation, but 
the youngster, who will celebrate 
his ninth birthday soon, said he 
still had fun building the racer 
and placing first in his division.

“I kept my head low and 
steered really straight,” he said. 
“I felt excited and happy and I was 
confused that I won.”

Steve Stafford, president of 
the derby, said about 23 girls and 
boys competed this year.

“We often hear a lot about 
soccer, and baseball and basket-
ball, which are all great sports, 
but not enough people know about 
soap box racing,” he said.

Stafford said one of the 
group’s racers brought back the 
championship from Akron two 
years ago, an impressive feat con-
sidering that space is limited in 
Queens and the racers can only 

go on a few practice runs a year.
City Councilwoman Julissa 

Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst), one 
of the derby’s sponsors, said the 
competition teaches youngsters 
about disciplines such as engi-
neering and math.

“It really opens doors to a lot 
of other opportunities,” she said.

Ferreras also said she was 

working to identify a location in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
to build a track where racers 
could practice.

“I have faith that in a 1,200-
acre park we can find a place for a 
track,” she said.

Tarik Coles, the council-
woman’s scheduler and special 
projects director, used to race in 

the derby and even went to Akron 
once.

“It was a great experience 
and I learned a lot,” he said. “I 
wasn’t athletic, but I could be 
smart.”

Lexon Warner sat at the top 
of the hill as his three boys — Aid-
en, Myles and Avery — prepared 
to launch their racers down the 
track. He said he got to spend some 
quality father-son time building 
the racers with his boys.

“I’m a single dad and I work 
a lot, so it was some great family 
time,” he said. “They really en-
joyed getting their hands dirty 
and working with tools and all 
that jazz.”

The derby was scheduled to 
decide this week who would go to 
Akron in Julian’s place.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

State Assemblyman Rory Lancman (r.) explains his platform to fix Social Security outside the admin-
istration’s Rego Park office. Photo by Joe Anuta

Children race to victory in E. Elmhurst soap box derby

Na-Me Savice, 11, prepares to break as he rolls down the hill on 23rd Avenue dur-
ing the Flushing Meadow Soap Box Derby. Photo by Christina Santucci
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SUMMER 
CAMP

Fall Classes & Free UPK*

2 Trips A Week
Daily Arts & Crafts
Spacious Indoor Playroom
Computers – Dance – Gymnastics
Voted Best in the Boro! *Whitestone Only

The best of everything... 
Remember – Your child is PRECIOUS!

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A Queens Supreme 

Court judge is still recuper-
ating after he said a NYPD 
officer attacked him and 
other bystanders watching 
an arrest last week in Jack-
son Heights, sparking mul-
tiple investigations into the 
incident.

Justice Thomas Raf-
faele, 69, said he was in-
terviewed by officers from 
the NYPD’s Internal Af-
fairs Bureau, the Queens 
district attorney and the 
Civilian Complaint Review 
Board, which investigates 
complaints against officers, 
about the incident that oc-
curred just after midnight 
June 1.

The NYPD did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment and it was unclear 
whether the officer had 
been placed on modified 
duty, although Raffaele did 
not believe the officer was 
taken off the streets.

“I just have a small 
amount of pain and dis-
comfort of my throat and 
the back of my neck,” he 
said Tuesday afternoon. “I 
thought that would go away 
by now.”

In an earlier interview 
with TimesLedger Newspa-
pers after the incident, Raf-
faele described what he said 

happened near the corner 
of 37th Road and 74th Street 
in Jackson Heights.

Raffaele and a friend, 
Mohammad Rashid, were 
walking through the neigh-
borhood after a long day of 
cleaning out the Bayside 
home of Raffaele’s parents, 
who had recently moved to 
Houston.

The pair came across 
a jeering crowd surround-
ing two officers in the pro-
cess of arresting a shirtless 
man.

Raffaele observed one 
of the officers repeatedly 
kneeing the handcuffed 
man in the back, despite 
growing unrest from the 
crowd and pleas from a 
woman who said she was a 
registered nurse and pro-
duced her identification, he 
said.

The justice then said 
he called 911 to get more 
officers on hand to calm 
things down, but shortly af-
terward one of the officers 
knocked him backward 
with a blow to the throat.

The officer who had 
been kneeing the suspect in 
the back lunged at the judge 
and used the area between 
the thumb and forefinger 
to jab him in the windpipe, 
Raffaele said.

“The blow was so 
hard,” said Raffaele, who 

sits in Matrimonial Court 
in Jamaica. “The way he 
hit me, he could have killed 
me.”

After hitting the judge, 
Raffaele said the officer hit 
several other bystanders 
before more NYPD arrived.

Raffaele regained his 
voice and tried to file a 
complaint with a ranking 
officer at the scene, but the 
sergeant told him that he 

did not know which officer 
the judge was referring to, 
and no one else had seen 
the assault, he said.

The judge saw the of-
ficer in question walking 
away from the scene and 
took his photo, he said. Sub-
sequently, another sergeant 
took a complaint report, the 
judge said.

“Psychologically, it 
was a very traumatic thing 

to happen,” Raffaele said. 
“This officer’s rage is so 
out of control, it is danger-
ous for him to be in that 
situation.”

Raffaele pointed out 
that he gained a strong ap-
preciation for the NYPD 
during his time as head of 
Community Board 3, which 
covers Jackson Heights. He 
also participated in a civil-
ian patrol in the neighbor-

hood, but he thinks the offi-
cer who allegedly assaulted 
him is a danger to the pub-
lic and a blemish on the  
reputation of the force.

The incident occurred 
in the 115th Precinct, which 
has the third-highest rate 
of stop-and-frisk in the city, 
according to the New York 
Civil Liberties Union data 
released earlier this year.

Supreme Court Judge Thomas Raffaele demonstrates a motion he 
said a police officer used on him.    Photo by Christina Santucci

Judge waits amid probe into Jax Hts cop attack

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]

TM

Get your Queens  
news on Facebook:  
facebook.com/timesledger
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A non surgical treatment for counteracting 
the effects of time & gravity on your skin 

in as little as 30-60 minutes.

AN UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE 

Noninvasive Uplifting 
Ultrasound Procedure

Irene Schulman, M.D.

35-20 90th St. (Bet. 35th & 37th Ave.)
www.ireneschulmanmdpc.com

Post-Treatment: 120 Days
(2nd Treatment)

Pre-Treatment Post-Treatment: 120 DaysPre-Treatment
*All Technologists are Licensed & Insured. Performed Under the 

Supervision of a Licensed & Board Certifi ed Physician.

718.267.0510Free Evaluation Consultation Seminar 

land in the back where the 
church could sit up on a 
hill,” said Holden. “We don’t 
think it will conflict with 
the Dutch colonial house — 
plus, it would cover an old 
factory that’s currently vis-
ible from the grounds. We 
think it’s a perfect fit.”

Holden said he needs a 
model of his vision to show 
that the 1847 church would 
fit the grounds — a model 
that would cost close to 
$7,000.

The Onderdonk House 
currently raises a tent on 
the proposed site for wed-
dings and other events. 
Holden said St. Saviour’s 
could provide space for such 
occasions, but in a historic 
setting with character.

“All summer long 
they have a large tent on 
the grounds for weddings 
and fund-raisers,” he said. 
“If the church was on the 
grounds, there would be no 
need for the tent. This could 
be truly beneficial for both 
sides.”

But besides the Onder-
donk board’s reservations 
about the plan, there are 
some obstacles that could 
block the church’s move. 
The Onderdonk House sits 
on landmarked property 
and building anything on 
such land could prove dif-
ficult.

Holden said he would 
have to make a presenta-
tion to the city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 

to show that St. Saviour’s 
would not alter Onder-
donk’s historic land in an 
intrusive way.

“Nothing is easy here, 
but if we took no for an an-
swer the church would nev-
er have been saved in the 
first place,” said Holden. 
“You’ve got to fight beyond 
the first no and beyond the 
first 10 nos.”

St. Saviour’s Church 
was built in 1847 in the Car-

penter Gothic style by re-
nowned architect Richard 
Upjohn, who also designed 
Trinity Church in Lower 
Manhattan. It is currently 
dismantled in storage con-
tainers at a Maspeth truck-
ing company.

The Vander Ende-On-
derdonk House was origi-
nally constructed in the 
mid-to-late-18th century by 
Dutch settlers.

car drove by here nightly 
or parked here for a short 
time, that might be enough 
to keep groups of people 
from hanging out and do-
ing whatever it is they do.”

Brenner said the stairs 
have been an ideal hangout 
for more than 30 years, also 
providing vandals with 
long canvases to spray of-
fensive graffiti.

“I’m tired of looking at 
it,” he said.

Still, one resident said 
she would rather use the 
steps then be fearful of who 
is hanging out.

“It’s mostly just kids 
hanging out, I’ve never had 
a problem,” said the Mas-
peth resident, who chose 
not to give her name. “I 
just wish it was cleaned up 
and the lights were fixed 
because it’s really conve-
nient.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1

Deal

If the Juniper Park Civic Association gets its way, the Onderdonk House could host a historic Maspeth 
church.

Continued from Page 2

Stairs

LIRR riders can check schedules 
on smartphones during tryout

The Long Island Rail Road is conducting a tryout on 
the Port Washington line of new service to allow riders to 
find out train status and schedules using their own elec-
tronic devices.

The LIRR said passengers can get such information 
by logging on to mta.info/lirr and clicking on the “Long 
Island Rail Road Train Time” link.

Train Time is available on computers at work or home 
and on smartphones.

— Philip Newman
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Landrum
School of Dance
Giving you the same excellent quality 
of dance instruction you have come  
to expect from us since 1948

Our 65th Anniversary Year
Queens oldest and finest dance studio

REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER CLASSES
Starting July 10th – August 17th

Join our All Star Competition Team boot camp 
from August 13th – 17th

718-767-9787
11-02 Clintonville Street, Whitestone

5 Rockettes
4 dancers on Broadway

4 dancers in Vegas
6 dancers on cruise ships
2 Hollywood producers

2 New York City casting directors
3 actresses in the movies

2 on television
75 graduates to attend college for dance

100’s of scholarship and title winners

WE PRODUCE WINNERS

DANCING DREAMS BECOME REALITY AT LANDRUM

would like to see more late 
night police patrols, given 
that all three incidents oc-
curred late at night, it is 
also important that the 
community remains alert 
and report any suspicious 
activities to the police.”

Police have identified 
the suspect as Ibrahima 
Ragis, a 20-year-old black 
male. He is described as 
having black hair, stands 

at 5 feet 5 inches and weighs 
160 pounds.

According to police, 
the suspect is wanted for 
sexual abuse, rape and a 
robbery. The first victim, a 
19-year-old woman, was en-
tering her home at around 
3:30 a.m. May 19 when the 
suspect allegedly grabbed 
her, pulled her into a walk-
way and sexually abused 
her before fleeing with the 
victim’s money and cell-
phone.

The suspect then alleg-
edly accosted a 17-year-old 
woman as she was walking 

home at 3 a.m. May 28. Ac-
cording to cops, the suspect 
put his hand over the vic-
tim’s mouth and dragged 
her into an alley where she 
was raped.

Finally, the suspect 
allegedly robbed his third 
victim, a 22-year-old wom-
an, while she was entering 
her home at about 2:30 a.m. 
June 3 and fled after being 
seen by a witness.

According to police 
statistics, Forest Hills has 
one of Queens’ lowest crime 
rates. The 112th Precinct, 
which includes Forest Hills 

and Rego Park, had three 
rapes this year, the third 
fewest in the borough’s 16 
precincts.

And of the 23,737 major 
crimes reported in Queens 
in 2011, only 924 — fewer 
than 4 percent — were in 
the 112th Precinct.

Such statistics do not 
provide any comfort to some 
of the area’s residents.

“I’m still scared to be 
out myself at those hours,” 
said Sheila Peverly, a For-
est Hills residents referring 
to the early hours when the 
sex assaults occurred. “It 

was shocking to hear about 
something like this here. 
And three by one guy in a 
few weeks. He’s got to be a 
sicko.”

Anyone with informa-
tion in regards to any of 
these incidents is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime 
Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-
577-TIPS.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1

Assaults

Cops say Ibrahima Ragis is 
wanted in connection with 
three predawn attacks in Forest 
Hills. Photo courtesy NYPD

working individuals and 
businesses would be well-
served to hire them.”

The fair, which took 
place at the Shops at Atlas 
Park, at 80-00 Cooper Ave. 
in Glendale, was free, open 
to veterans of all wars and 
featured employers from an 
array of industries.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity for vets to get a foot 
in the door,” said Miller. 
“They paid their dues and 
now it’s time we reward 
them.”

Also on hand were nu-
merous veteran organiza-
tions, including Vets Help-
ing Vets, a group dedicated 
to assisting servicemen and 
women in everything from 
retrieving benefits from 
the government to job 
placement.

Stephen B. Smith, of 
Vets Helping Vets , who 
served in Vietnam from 
1967 through 1969, said re-
turning vets’ first priority 
is to get their lives back in 
order — and that means 
getting back into the work-
force and supporting their 
families.

“There don’t seem to 

be too many jobs waiting 
here for snipers, but all vet-
erans excel in leadership 
positions,” Smith said.

But it is not only the 
veterans who need jobs. 
Spouses of returning vets 
are often forced into the 
workplace because their 
veteran wives or husbands 
might be disabled from 
combat.

“Many vets cannot 
work,” said John Chich-
ester, president of Vets Help-
ing Vets, who also served in 
Vietnam. “And when you 
put the spouse to work, a 
lot of times you’re helping 
an entire family not just an 
individual.”

Even some vets who 
did not find themselves in 
combat, still find them-
selves without a job and a 
means to support a family.

Angel Poggi, of Ozone 
Park, came to the job fair 
with one thought in mind: 
to find a job so he could care 
for his 7-month-old child.

“To have this oppor-
tunity here today, it’s awe-
some,” said Poggi, who ap-
plied for several positions, 
including security guard at 
James J. Peters VA Medical 
Center in the Bronx. “So 
many people need this sup-
port.”

Continued from Page 2

Jobs

The TimesLedger Newspapers has 

launched a website about murders in 

SE Queens. The site includes audio 

slideshows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark
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Antonio’s Restaurant, Pizzeria and Wine Bar is 

nestled between Astoria and LaGuardia Airport, 

opened in January to no great fan fare.

As we walked into Antonio’s you feel like you 

are walking into an Italian trattoria. The interior of 

Antonio’s is worthy of praise from any architectural 

magazine.

We made three trips to Antonio’s to sample their 

simple yet over the top food.

On our first visit, we were greeted by our server 

Brittany. After being seated, we met the two owners, 

both named Antonio. They made us feel like we had 

known them forever.

We started our meal with appetizers of Baked 

Clams and Mussels Marinara. The baked clams were 

perfectly seasoned with a bread crumb topping and 

a garlic wine sauce, which we couldn’t help sopping 

up with our warm, crusty bread. The mussels were 

a plentiful plump dish served in a delicious tomato 

broth.

The Linguine and White Clam Sauce followed 

our appetizers, one of the best we ever ate. The 

Broccoli Rabe was appealing to the eye as well as 

the palate, sautéed in garlic and olive oil. It could 

have been a meal in itself.

Antonio suggested a wine from one of their large 

selection of fine wines. They also have a collection 

of imported and domestic beers to choose from. 

Having had our fill, we passed on dessert.

On our second trip, our appetizers were large 

mushrooms stuffed with a perfect medley of season-

ings and the stuffed peppers were large red peppers 

with a perfectly cooked meat filling.

The main course consisted of a large portion of 

tender milk fed Veal Marsala that left us licking our 

chops. We also had an order of meatballs that would 

make Grandma jealous. Our pasta dish was a delec-

table Rigatoni Alla Vodka.

For dessert, we had a homemade Italian Cheese-

cake rivaled by no one.

We also had the pleasure of meeting Chef Charlie, 

the person responsible for all these culinary delights.

Out last trip to Antonio’s was a lunch time visit 

where we tried a variety of their pizzas. Brick oven, 

thin crusted masterpieces. We tried Margherita, 

Grandma’s and Pizza Insalata. All three were fantas-

tic.

All in all Antonio’s bats a thousand and is worth a 

trip from anywhere in the borough and beyond.

Antonio’s is located at 76-08 21st Avenue, East 
Elmhurst, NY 11370 * Phone Number 718-728-9300 
* www.antoniospizzeriaandwinebar.com. Antonio’s 
is open 7 days a week and accepts all major credit 
cards.

Don’t miss out on Antonio’s delectable dishes

ADVERTISEMENT

Mittman to run on making health care affordable
BY JOE ANUTA

Bayside allergist Dr. Robert Mitt-
man held his first news conference 
late last month, where as a self-pro-
claimed citizen candidate running 
for the newly created congressional 
seat centered around Flushing,  he 
sought to portray himself as different 
from the other three politicians in the 
Democratic Party primary.

Mittman stood outside the shut-
tered St. John’s Hospital amid a small 
group of family supporters and cam-
paign posters affixed to parking signs 
and light posts — all city property — 
where he outlined some proposals he 
would seek to enact should he be elect-
ed over the currently sitting lawmak-
ers, whom he called “three 
peas in a pod.”

Mittman first stressed 
his solution for the nation’s 
health care crisis.

The allergist vowed to close the 
Medicare “donut hole,” which re-
quires certain senior citizens to pay 
full price for their drugs, and to regu-
late pharmaceuticals to bring down 
prices.

Although running on the Demo-

cratic ticket, Mittman opposes the 
president’s requirement that every 
American purchase health care as 
part of the Affordable Health Care 
Act.

“I will deliver results, 
and after a few terms I will 
return to being a citizen and 
will practice once again,” he 
said, holding a red apple, the 

theme of his campaign.
Mittman is considered a longshot 

candidate in the four-way Democratic 
primary that also includes City Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-
dle Village) and state Assembly mem-
bers Rory Lancman (Fresh Meadows) 

and Grace Meng (D-Flushing).
Two of those candidates picked up 

endorsements Tuesday, with Crowley 
receiving the nod from the Uniformed 
EMTs, Paramedics and Fire Inspec-
tors FDNY Local 2507 and Uniformed 
EMS Officers Union Local 3621.

Meng was endorsed by the Con-
gressional Asian Pacific American 
Caucus Leadership PAC, an organiza-
tion that tries to increase the number 
of Asian American and Pacific Island-
er legislators.

At his news conference, Mitt-
man’s supporters had taped up post-
ers on city property, a campaign vio-
lation that has plagued other hopefuls 
in the past.

City Comptroller John Liu was 
fined $527,000 for putting campaign 
posters on city property.

The supporters began taking 
down the posters afterward.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by e-
mail at januta@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4566.

Dr. Robert Mittman formally announced his campaign for Congress 
last week outside of a shuttered Queens hospital.

I will deliver results, 
and after a few 

terms I will return to 
being a citizen and 
will practice once 

again.
Dr. Robert Mittman

Follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/timesledger
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BY ALAN KRAWITZ

What if artists were 
asked to solve some of soci-
ety’s most vexing problems 
from housing and health 
care to fixing the econo-
my?

That is the premise 
that will be explored by 
Queens-based artists as 
part of the Queens Art Ex-
press 2012 Festival June 
14-17.

Hosted by the Queens 
Council on the Arts, a city-
based nonprofit that sup-
ports local artists, three 
upcoming free exhibitions 
in the borough will blend 
artist exhibitions and per-
formances with public dis-
course on current social 
issues.

The exhibitions, set 
to take place in Jamaica, 
Long Island City and Flush-
ing, will ask artists and at-
tendees to imagine a world 
where public policy is made 
by artists instead of politi-
cians and lobbyists.

“We’re trying to mar-
ket all the amazing arts ac-
tivities that happen in the 
neighborhoods along the 
7 subway line,” said Lynn 
Lobell, managing director 
of the Queens Council on 
the Arts. “In order to bring 
a different energy to the 
project, we decided to com-
mission artists and look at 

three very big issues that 
affect artists — housing, 
health care and the econ-
omy — and ask them what 
they would do if they were 
able to sit at the table and 
make policy.”

The exhibition com-
mences with “What If We 
Re-Made U.S. Housing 
Policy?” at the Jamaica 
Center for Arts & Learning 
in Jamaica June 14, from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m., and asks art-
ists how they would involve 
citizens and communities 
in creating sustainable 
housing for all. Artists Ran 
Hwang, Anna Lise Jensen, 
Carlos Martinez and poet 
Queen Godis will showcase 
their work at the event.

Currency, in Long 
Island City, will spotlight 
the work of installation 
artist Leslie Alfin, de-
signer Chanel Kennebrew, 
performance artist The-
resa Byrnes and singer-
songwriter/activist Toshi 
Reagon Friday from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. and will examine 
how the world would be 
different if artists had the 
chance to remake U.S. eco-
nomic policy.

On Sunday from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m., the series 
concludes at the Cross-
ing Art Gallery in Flush-
ing and will focus on new 
work by musicians Andrew 
D’Angelo and DJ Rekha as 

well as photographer Ocean 
Morisset as they offer their 
solutions on health care 
reform. All three events in 
Queens are free and open to 
the public.

Hoong Yee Lee Krakau-
er, executive director of the 
QCA, said the point of the 
festival is to promote dia-
logue among New Yorkers 
about the role of art in mod-

ern society.
“Just what would the 

world be like if artists dealt 
directly with society’s most 
pressing concerns? During 
our three free exhibitions, 
we’re thrilled to bring to-
gether prominent voices 
within the Queens and New 
York artistic communities 
and make their work acces-
sible to the greater public,” 

said Krakauer.
In conjunction with 

the art festival, QCA is host-
ing an idea challenge on its 
website that is an open fo-
rum to ask people for ways 
to improve public policy in 
the areas of housing, health 
care and the economy.

“All proposals will be 
reviewed by a panel of judg-
es and three winning solu-

tions will receive prizes, in-
cluding visits to top Queens 
culinary, hospitality and 
artistic destinations,” said 
Brian Tate, a marketing 
strategist with The Tate 
Group, who co-developed 
the festival with QCA.

For more information 
on the festival or QCA, visit 
queenscouncilarts.org or 
queensartexpress.com.

(Clockwise from top l.) Artist Ran Hwang poses with “Two 
Love Trees”; Queen GodIs is slated to take part in the exhibit; 
“Visit #11” is a piece by Anna Lise Jensen; and Carlos Martinez 
is the fourth artist to take part in the show in Jamaica. 
Images courtesy Queens Council on the Arts/Photo bottom r. by John Galayda

Queens art festival works to solve big social issues

Get your Queens news on Facebook:
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LATE PAGE

Max Kupferberg, (c.) along with friends, lawmakers and members 
of Queens College, snips a ribbon at the newly renovated arts cen-
ter that bears his name. Photo by Joe Anuta

BY JOE ANUTA

The head of Queens 
College predicted Monday 
that recently completed 
renovations on campus 
would usher in a new age of 
art and culture in the bor-
ough.

“There’s no other 
way to describe Queens 
College’s vision for the fu-

ture than what we call the 
Queens renaissance,” said 
James Muyskens, president 
of the college, speaking at 
the ribbon-cutting for the 
$13.5 million project.

The epicenter for that 
renaissance will be the four 
newly renovated buildings 
that make up the Kupfer-
berg Center for the Visual 
and Performing Arts.

The improvements for-
tified many parts of the ex-
isting buildings with new 
lighting, seats or sound sys-
tems and bathrooms. But 
the most striking feature 
of the project was the new 
facades of the Colden Audi-
torium, Goldstein Theater, 
LeFrak Concert Hall and 
the Godwin-Ternbach Mu-
seum.

Before each of the four 
venues had atheistically 
separate architectural 
identities, according to 
Muyskens.

But the common theme 
applied to all of the faces, 
coupled with a new plaza 
between three of the ven-
ues, ties them together into 
one cohesive arts center.

“It’s branding,” said 

Queens College unveils renewed Kupferberg Center
Iris Weinshall, who works 
in CUNY’s construction 
and management depart-
ment. “Before they looked 
like four disparate ele-
ments.”

More than 100 people 
gathered to hear Weinshall 
and others talk about the 
work that went into the 
project, which, according to 
Muyskens, has been on his 
mind for the last decade.

But most of the words 
spoken were directed at 
Max Kupferberg, who sat 
in the front of the room in 
a brown suit and calmly ab-
sorbed the abundant praise 
heaped on him.

In 2006, Kupferberg 
and his late wife Selma 
gave $10 million to Queens 
College to unite the sepa-
rate arts facilities under 
the umbrella organization 
that now bears his name, 
and the family also helped 
fund the newly completed 
renovations.

Kupferberg, who is not 
only an alumnus of Queens 
College but was a member 
of its first incoming class, 
earned a physics degree 
from the school and went on 
to work on the Manhattan 
Project, which researched 
atomic weapons prior to 
the end of World War II. 
He made his fortune after 
founding the successful 
electrical supply company 

Kepco Inc. with his broth-
ers.

“In order to be a round-
ed venue, you have to have 
all of the arts — both visual 
and performing,” he said.

Throughout the two-
year construction period, 
the center continued to 
host all manner of cultural 
programming through the 
four venues that were reno-
vated, along with several 
other departments at the 
university.

More than 350,000 peo-
ple attend programs put on 
by the Kupferberg Center, 
but Muyskens hopes that 
the new facilities will not 
only draw larger crowds, 
but that artists will be able 
to reach beyond the physi-
cal boundaries of the cam-
pus.

“As part of this renais-
sance in Queens, we must 
expand our programs into 
the community,” he said.

Muyskens hopes to live 
feed concerts to schools or 
senior centers and provide 
more outreach to the com-
munity, which might not 
otherwise be able to enjoy 
the new construction in 
person.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]

TM

Get your Queens  
news on Facebook:  
facebook.com/timesledger
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Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Pet Care with 

Love to Spare.

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s first 

veterinary visit

Expires: June 30, 2012

Grand Opening

Special

SCAN HERE 
FOR OUR
WEBSITE

VINCENT SMITH SCHOOL 
SUCCESS BEGINS at Long Island’s Premier School That Addresses  

the Needs of Reluctant Learners and Students with Learning  
Disabilities such as ADD, ADHD, Asperger Syndrome, Expressive and  

Receptive Language Issues in Grades 4-12 
 

                           
ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE 

SATURDAY, June 16, 2012 – NOON – 3:00 PM 

                                   
 
 
 

   Registered by the New York State Board of Regents 
   Accredited by the New York State Association of Independent Schools 
   The Vincent Smith School is a non-profit corporation and  
   is open to all without regard to race, creed, color, or national origin.                

“It’s Okay to Learn Differently” 

Differentiated  Instruction 
Small Supportive Classes 
Structured Environment 

Self-advocacy through unique 
S.A.M. Program 

College/ Career Counseling 
Social Skills Training 

322 Port Washington Blvd., Port Washington, NY 11050 
Call (516) 365-4900 Or Visit Our Website at  www.vincentsmithschool.org  

Thompson takes mayoral run to SE Qns clergy
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Bill Thompson picked up the 
check for breakfast early Tuesday 
morning in St. Albans, where he 
stopped by to gather the support 
of community leaders in his bid 
for the 2013 mayoral election.

Thompson hosted a relaxed, 
catered breakfast attended by 
members of Clergy United for 
Community Empowerment, U.S. 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-Jamaica) 
and a contingency from the Unit-
ed Black Men of Queens County, 
all of whom threw their support 
behind the former city comptrol-
ler.

“I am running for the mayor 
of New York City, and with your 
help I will be the next mayor,” he 
said to the two dozen or so guests 
at the Robert Ross Johnson Fam-
ily Life Center on Linden Boule-
vard.

The  former city comptroller 
said his 2009 run for the office was 
hampered by the poor chances the 
media gave his campaign and the 
spending advantage of his oppo-
nent, Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 

This time around, though, he said 
the numbers will be in his favor.

Thompson pointed out that 
“56 to 85 percent of the vote is go-
ing to be minority. We have the 
numbers, and I’m not just getting 
votes in the minority commu-
nity.” 

After reminding attendees 
he has his own contest coming up 
in the June 26 Democratic Party 
primary, Meeks said Thompson’s 
track record spoke for itself, and 
he urged the leaders to go back to 
their communities and stump for 
the candidate.

Thompson, who was also 
the former president of the city 
Board of Education, spent his 
time speaking on issues of educa-
tion, police and supporting small 
businesses and those owned by 
women and minorities.

“So many of our kids are 

graduating school but can’t get 
into college because they can’t do 
college-level work,” said Thomp-
son, adding that he believed the 
Bloomberg administration’s push 
for more charter schools is mis-
guided. “That should not be the 
discussion. It should be about 
how do we prepare 1 million chil-
dren to do well.”

CUCE Executive Secre-
tary Bishop Charles Norris said 
Thompson was a fair BOE presi-
dent and lamented the state of city 
schools under mayoral control, 
but Thompson said he did not sup-
port reinstating the board.

“You can’t go back to do that,” 
he said. “We need to work with 
the tools that are there now.”

On the matter of stop-and-
frisk, Thompson said the policy 
needed to be reformed so that it 
does not target minorities.

“I support the police and I 
support stop-and-frisk, but not 
the way it’s being used now,” 
he said. “Someone shouldn’t be 
stopped just because of what they 
look like.”

The Rev. Ernestine Sanders (l.-r.), Bishop Charles Norris, mayoral candidate Bill Thompson and U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks sit 
down at a breakfast hosted by Thompson. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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24 Laurelton woman shares in ‘Porgy and Bess’ Tony award
Musician Diedre Murray adapted score by transforming American folk opera into Broadway revival 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

It’s summertime and 
the livin’ is easy for one 
Laurelton musician whose 
adaptation of “The Gersh-
wins’ Porgy and Bess” is 
enjoying a run on Broad-
way by winning the coveted 
Tony Award for the best re-
vival of a musical. 

Diedre Murray got a 
call about two years ago 
from longtime collaborator 
and director Diane Paulas, 
who was assembling a cre-
ative team to revive the 
great American folk opera 
as a theater piece to debut 
at the American Reper-
tory Theater in Cambridge, 
Mass.

An accomplished clas-
sical cellist and jazz musi-
cian, Murray had only once 
before arranged a musical 
score, and she prepared 
herself for the task of trans-
forming the 4 1/2-hour 

opera to a two-hour-and-
15-minute musical by im-
mersing herself in record-
ings.

“Before I sat down 
with the score, I listened 
to as many versions as I 
could — jazz musicians like 
Miles Davis, Gil Evans, 
Ella Fitzgerald and Louis 
Armstrong,” she said.

Murray grew up in a 
musical family, although 
her introduction to the Ger-
shwins’ masterpiece, first 
performed in 1935, came 
through the popular music 
of her time.

“My first memory of ‘I 
Love You Porgy’ was from 
Nina Simone, not the op-
era,” she said. “I heard all 
those hit songs first, well 
before I got acquainted 
with opera.”

Set in downtrodden 
South Carolina in the early 
1920s, the piece tells the sto-
ry of a disabled black beg-

gar named Porgy and his 
attempts to win the heart 
of Bess, who is troubled by 
her violent lover, Crown.

It was unique for its 
time in that it featured an 
all-black cast.

“The genius of George 
Gershwin was, I think, he 
was very revolutionary,” 
Murray said. “I always 
thought ‘Porgy and Bess’ 
was like a valentine to Af-
rican Americans from a 

1930s perspective. We were 
never depicted like that, 
our wants and our desires, 
and of course he was not Af-
rican American.”

Murray said one of the 
challenges of the adapta-
tion was to make it so that 
the singers could perform 
 night after night. An opera 
has a run of about four per-
formances, but a musical 
is performed eight times a 
week for an indefinite run.

“There’s a lot more 
singing, so I had to make it 
more doable, to change the 
ranges people sing in,” she 
said.

“Porgy and Bess” 
opened in Cambridge, 
Mass., in August 2011, and 
made its way to the Richard 
Rodgers Theater on Broad-
way in January.

TimesLedger Newspa-
pers theater critic Ron Hell-
man said it was one of the 
best musicals he has seen 

on Broadway in some time.
“Audrey McDonald is 

playing Bess and she’s ter-
rific. It’s all done very well,” 
he said. “And there’s cer-
tainly great music you’re 
not going to get to see on 
Broadway very often.”

On Sunday evening, 
the piece beat out “Evita,” 
“Follies” and “Jesus Christ 
Superstar” to win Best Re-
vival of a Musical at the 
Tony Awards.

Murray said she was 
delighted with the results.

“I’m overwhelmed 
with happiness when I see 
all these people pouring 
their hearts out. Audra is 
one of the great singers of 
our time, and David Allan 
Greer is funny as hell.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Diedre Murray adapted the musical score for the Tony Award-
winning Broadway revival of “The Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess.” 

Photo courtesy Abrams Artists Agency
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT 

FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing
New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Co

Tuesdays:         Mindfulness Meditation  at 7:30 PM
Fridays:            Shabbat Evening Service  at 8 PM
Saturdays:       Informal Worship & Torah Study  at 10:30 AM

THRIFT SHOP
There are only two Mondays remaining 
before our Thrift Shop closes for the season. 
Do not miss out on some great finds!

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything 
else in between at the Outdoor Flea 
Market being held on Sunday, June 24, 
July 22, August 26, and September 23 
from 10:00am to 5:00pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, 
August, and September dates.  Please 
contact the synagogue for details.

RUSH HOUR CONCERT

When work ends, experience a different 
kind of rush hour on Wednesday, June 
20 at 6:00pm by heading over to the 
synagogue to hear a free classical 
musical concert.

LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI

Walk through our doors and embark on a unique 

dining experience. Feel as if you are in a Tuscan 

neighborhood trattoria in 

Italy while you take in the 

rustic yet refined pizza and 

surroundings of our historic 

setting in East Elmhurst.

Enjoy our handmade food 

paired with special beverages 

including hand craft beers and exceptional global 

wines – all at very approachable prices.

Simplicity has its rewards.

BUON APPETITO

76-08 21st Ave • East Elmhurst • NY • 11370

phone: 718•728•9200 • fax 718•728•9300

www.antoniospizzeriaandwinebar.com

MAKE THE ROAD MARCH
About 40 people, including Nicole Deyucca (front), march along 37th Avenue last Thursday as 
part of a demonstration against the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk practices involving lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender people. Make the Road New York organized the march, which be-
gan at their office in Corona, traveled to 74th Street and then returned to the office.  

Photo by Christina Santucci
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26 Kingpin in murder, burglary plots gets 50 yrs
BY RAPHAEL SUGARMAN

An Ozone Park man 
who masterminded a crime 
spree that led to the cold-
blooded murder of pizzeria 
owner’s son was sentenced 
to spend at least the next 50 
years behind bars Monday.

Queens Supreme Court 
Judge Richard Buchter re-
ferred to defendant Fran-
cis LaCorte as a “Charles 
Manson-like figure” who 
had “armed, heartless kill-
ers at his behest” before he 
sentenced the 29-year-old 
LaCorte to 50 years to life 
after he was convicted on 
13 counts.

“I have had cases that 
I have agonized over,” said 
Buchter, as LaCorte sat at 
the defendant’s table encir-
cled by court guards. “This 
is not one of them.”

In March, LaCorte, 
who had ties to the Gambi-
no crime family, was con-
victed of recruiting a hand-
ful of ex-cons to conduct a 

series of push-in robberies 
in the neighborhood during 
the summer of 2009.

On Sept. 9, 2009, Gerar-
do “Jerry” Antoniello, a be-
loved school custodian, was 
shot in the back of the head 
when he came to the assis-
tance of his cancer-strick-
en father Bartolomeo, who 
was being pistol-whipped 
by the assailants.

During the trial, pros-
ecutors said LaCorte had 
sent the thugs to hold up 
Antoniello or break into 
his home in the hopes of 
finding cash proceeds from 
Romeo’s, the Ozone Park 
pizzeria that Antoniello 
owned for 20 years.

Prosecutors accused 
LaCorte of staking out Ro-
meo’s from the cellphone 
store he ran across the 
street on Cross Bay Boule-
vard. They also presented 
jurors with several damn-
ing text messages between 
LaCorte and the thieves 
that tied him to the mur-

der.
Before the sentencing, 

the victim’s brothers, Car-
mine, an NYPD sergeant, 
and Angelo made state-
ments in court, consisting 
largely of venomous re-

marks aimed at LaCorte.
“My brother is in a 

box in the cemetery. Your 
family gets to visit you and 
interact with you,” brother 
Carmine Antoniello told 
LaCorte, calling him “the 

definition of a true coward.
“All Jerry knew was 

home, family and work. 
Jerry lived his life to help 
people, whether he knew 
them or not.”

Jerry Antoniello was 
planning to sign a contract 
to purchase a condo on 
Sept. 9, 2009, the day he was 
murdered.

Angelo Antoniello told 
the court that since his 
brother’s murder “holidays 
come and go and never are 
like they once were.”

The brothers said their 
parents could have hardly 
imagined their lives would 
take this tragic turn when 
they emigrated from Italy 
30 years ago.

Family matriarch 
Gaetana Antoniello at-
tempted to address the 
court, but quickly became 
overwrought.

“Every night I go to 
sleep I don’t want to wake 
up,” she said in a hushed 
weep.

Two men who later 
identified themselves as 
LaCorte’s stepfather and 
uncle cast their eyes down-
ward during the mother’s 
brief, tearful remarks.

LaCorte also spoke be-
fore the sentencing. Read-
ing a prepared speech from 
a marble composition note-
book, he told the court he 
was financially “comfort-
able” and had no need to 
plan any robberies. He also 
said he had no connection 
to the victims.

LaCorte highlighted 
his educational training, 
interest in playing and 
teaching chess and what he 
termed “no history of vio-
lence.”

But just like the jury, 
the judge was not con-
vinced, slapping LaCorte 
with second-degree felony 
burglary and robbery 
murder counts, totaling 25 
years to life for the Anton-
iello case.

Francis LaCorte sits in Queens Criminal Court as he is sentenced 
to 50 years to life in prison for the shooting death of Gerardo 
Antoniello. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

I
rene Schulman M.D. is a radiologist, 
in practice on 90th Street in Jackson 
Heights.  She’s ready to move into a 
new phase of her 20-year medical ca-

reer this month, when she begins offering 
Ultherapy, the ultrasound treatment de-
signed to improve skin tone in the face and 
neck, without surgery. 

Ultherapy is a procedure that takes 
no longer than an hour to perform.  An op-
erator places an applicator on the patient’s 
skin that first of all projects an image on a 
screen, to permit the operator to determine 
where low levels of heat can be directed 
beneath the skin, without disturbing the 
skin’s surface.  The application encourages 
growth of collagen, the protein residing in 
the skin.  That leads to a gradual tighten-
ing of the skin, in response to the heat treat-
ment.  The result is new skin firmness and 
a natural lift.

Ultrasound sees below skin surface to 
the deep foundational layer of tissue that 
normally is the target of the surgical pro-
cess.  By treating the underlying support 
from inside out, Ultherapy makes surgery 
unnecessary. Dr. Schulman and her associ-
ates got in touch with Ulthera, the Arizona 
company that owns the Ultherapy process, 
when she became interested in using it in 
her own practice.  She and the associates 
found the Ulthera people tough in granting 

acceptance to them.  “We had to make our 
case,” she said.  

Ulthera finds such vetting necessary 
because the applicants the company accepts 
become its responsibility for training.  Dr. 
Schulman herself demands credentials and 
board certification for the M.D.s she works 
with and such high standards helped her 
win Ulthera’s approval.  The company paid 
for and developed her Web site, and now de-
termines the price structure for treatment. 

Introduction to the Ultherapy skin treat-
ment program will begin at Dr. Schulman’s 
offices Saturday, June 16.  Those who have re-
sponded to advertisements, references from 
local beauty parlors and spas or a commercial 
Dr. Schulman has made that is being run on 
Queens Channel 55, will be informed about 
Ultherapy in sessions lasting about an hour.  
Its pros and cons will be discussed.  

For instance, though non-surgical, 
Ultherapy can entail some pain and dis-

comfort while collagen builds and some 
swelling and sensitivity can be temporarily 
present after the procedure is done.  But pa-
tients’ testimonials say that the discomfort 
goes away while skin tone improves daily, 
for up to six months.  Invitees to these office 
sessions will have a full opportunity to de-
cide whether or not to choose treatment. 

Dr. Schulman is in practice not far from 
Elmhurst, where she grew up.  She attended 
local elementary schools and Newtown 
High School before going on to New York 
University.  Her medical training began at 
New York Medical College in Valhalla and 
continued with internship at the Medical 
College of Virginia.  She had four years’ 
residency at Beth Israel Medical Center in 
Manhattan and studied nuclear medicine at 
Montefiore Medical Center in the Bronx.  

After being in practice in suburban 
Long Island for several years, Dr. Schulman 
moved to Long Island City, having heard 
from Carroll Hopkins, a medical practice 
administrator, about an opening there.  She 
was in Long Island City for more than four 
years before moving to larger quarters in 
Jackson Heights last October, with Hop-
kins as administrator at both places.  The 
skin treatment program presents a possible 
problem of success, as both the doctor and 
Hopkins say the current location will be too 
small for them within two years.

ADVERTORIAL

Nonsurgical Cosmetic Breakthrough
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20 Pages

of

Automotive

Savings!

20 Pages

of

Automotive

Savings!

BayRidgeNissan.com

FISKER
OFGREATNECK

888-801-9107 888-315-2169 888-694-8853 800-409-5133

516-482-5500 866-261-0211 888-741-3222 718-645-3550

888-385-8435 888-385-8435 516-543-0287 800-450-3129

800 GO LEXUS 516-285-8036 718-631-6700 888-722-0621

KINGS
AUTOGROUP

TOYOTA PRE-OWNED

CAR DEALS
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DMV#7064401, DOCA #0905318. DMV#711307, DOCA#1377810. *Tax, title & MV fees additional. In-stock vehicles only.  Cannot be combined with any other offers. Must take delivery from dealer stock by 6/20/12. Photos

are for illustration only. Cars sold cosmetically as is. Not responsible for errors. � ©BMW of Bayside. All rights reserved.

BMWofBayside (888) 694-8853 or 24/7 at  bmwbayside.com
We speak your language Find us on Facebook and twitter

Pre-Owned Car Showroom, 214-27 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

BMW OF BAYSIDE 

Pre-Owned Perfection
Impressive Selection

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

BMW of Bayside

www.bmwbayside.com

2010 Mazda
3 s Sport

$16,971
Graphite Mica/Black, Hatchback,
Automatic, Stk#UC12062, 36K Mi.

*

2010 Nissan
Murano SL

$27,995
Black/Black, AWD, Keyless Start, MP3,
Stk#UC11988, 17K Mi.

*

2006 MINI Cooper
Convertible S

$19,354
Black/Black, P/L, P/W, Sunroof,  A/C,
Stk#UB00711, 43K Mi.

*

2008 BMW X3 3.0si

$30,380
Platinum Bronze/Beige, AWD, Alloys,
Heated Seats, Stk#UB00185, 25K Mi.

*

2007 Toyota
Highlander Limited

$21,775
Blue/Gray, P/L, P/W, Auto, Cruise,
3rd Row, Stk#UC12004, 35K Mi.

*

2008 BMW X3 3.0si

$30,730
aSilver/Gray, Leather, Alloys, Premium
Sound System, Stk#UB00265, 43K Mi.

*

2008 BMW 328i

$24,882
Gray/Gray, Sunroof, Leather, Alloys,
Heated Mirrors, Stk#UB00528F, 27K Mi.

*

2011 Mercedes-Benz
ML350

$49,837
White/Ash, 7 Spd. Auto, Stk#UC12063,
13K Mi.

*

2010 Nissan
Maxima 2.5 SV

$25,884
Tuscan Sun Metallic/Charcoal,
Stk#UC12091, 9K Mi.

*

2008 Lexus
LX 570

$60,899
Golden Almond/Cashmere, Moonroof, Navigation,
Heated Seats, Stk#UC12094, 47K Mi.

*
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T
he return of warm 
weather marks the re-
turn of road trips for 
millions of motorists 

across the country. Whether go-
ing to the beach or heading off to 
parts unknown, hitting the open 
road with the windows down is a 
time-honored tradition for driv-
ers of all ages.

But such road trips can prove 
disastrous if drivers don’t take 
the right steps to prepare their 
vehicles for summer travel. The 
following are a few ways motor-
ists can ensure their cars are 
ready to tackle the open road.

• Tighten things up. Loose 
parts, such as exhaust clamps, 
license plates, and interior trim 
panels, can create rattles and 
cause parts to get damaged or 
fall off. What’s more, rattling 
sounds can be a noisy nuisance 
for drivers and passengers 
alike.

• Wash your car. A newly 

washed car not only looks good, 
but it’s often much safer as well. 
Take your car to a car wash a few 
days before the trip and have the 
vehicle thoroughly cleaned. A 
thorough cleaning will remove 
dirt and grime from the vehi-
cle’s undercarriage, not to men-
tion unsightly bird droppings 
and water spots or salt stains 
leftover from winter.

• Fix foggy headlight lenses. 
Many summer road trippers 
travel at night so their days 
can be spent soaking up some 
sun at the beach or lake. Before 
heading off for parts unknown, 
motorists should inspect their 
headlight lenses to reduce risk 
of accident. If the lenses are yel-
lowed and foggy, that’s likely 
because salt, ozone, and road de-
bris has dulled them to a point 
where vision can be impaired, 
placing drivers and their pas-
sengers at risk. 

• Check the battery. Over time, 

battery terminals and cables 
will start to corrode. Such cor-
rosion will eventually eat away 
at the battery’s parts, creating 
a bad connection that sooner or 
later will require the battery be 
replaced. Check the battery be-
fore your trip and remember to 
clean the battery periodically as 
part of routine vehicle mainte-
nance.

• Address windshield nicks 
and bull’s-eyes. Nicks and chips 
in the windshields are a com-
mon problem regardless of the 
season. But such damage is 
most prevalent in the winter be-
cause of the extra debris that’s 
on the road. These nicks and 
cracks need to get fi xed as soon 
as possible to prevent them from 
spreading and resulting in the 
need for a windshield replace-
ment. Oftentimes, motorists can 
address nicks and bull’s-eyes in 
their own driveways in a matter 
of minutes. 

On the road again:
Ready your car for summer travel 

F
uel prices have traditionally been at their high-
est during the summer months. That’s unfor-
tunate for vacationers and road trip enthusi-
asts who must budget the cost of fuel into their 

vacation expenses. Those costs can be considerable, espe-
cially if gas continues to hover around $4 per gallon as it 
has for much of 2012.

But, as costly as gas has become, drivers can still miti-
gate those costs by employing a few strategies aimed at 
increasing their driving effi ciency. The following are a 
few ways drivers can offset high fuel costs regardless of 
the time of year.

• Maintain a consistent speed. Though it might be 
hard to maintain a consistent speed when driving dur-
ing rush hour, it should not be too diffi cult to do so when 
hitting the open road. If most of your driving is done on 
the highway, go easy on your engine by maintaining a 
consistent speed. The easier you are on the engine, the 
less taxed that engine will be and the less fuel it will need 
as a result. If going on a long road trip, or if your daily 
commute involves long stretches of highway driving, rely 
on your vehicle’s cruise control function to make things 
easier on your engine and conserve fuel.

• Don’t drive when you can walk or bike. It might 
sound simple, but the best way to conserve fuel is not to 
use it at all. During the warmer months, walk or ride 
your bicycle when performing local errands. This is es-
pecially benefi cial during the summer, when gas prices 
are typically higher. Save a few gallons of gas by running 
errands on foot or on your bicycle. If a physical condition 
makes it hard for you to walk or bike, make use of public 

transportation when you need to travel locally.
• Obey the speed limit. The open road entices many 

drivers to put the pedal to the metal, but driving over the 
speed limit is both illegal and expensive. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy notes that drivers pay an additional $0.31 
per gallon for every fi ve miles they drive over 60 mph. 
Since gas prices have already hovered around $4 per gal-
lon for much of the year, drivers would be wise to obey 
the speed limit and conserve their fuel as well — as their 
money.

• Don’t make your vehicle into a traveling closet. Many 
drivers keep excess materials in their cars, whether it’s a 
cooler for picnics, a set of golf clubs, or an old baby stroller. 
Excess weight will rear its ugly head at the pump. The De-
partment of Energy notes than an extra 100 pounds in a 
vehicle can reduce its miles per gallon by as much as two 
percent. Before hitting the highway, check your trunk 
and the backseat and remove any unnecessary items.

Drivers spend a considerable amount of money at 
the gas pump each week. But a few simple strategies to 
conserve fuel can save money and help the planet at the 
same time. 

Stop paying so much at the pump

Drivers can employ several strategies to conserve fuel 

and save money at the increasingly costly gas pump.

Summer road trips can prove disastrous if drivers don’t take the right 

steps to prepare their vehicles for travel.
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$30 MILLION SET 
ASIDE FOR FINANCING!
$$30 MILLION SET30 MILLION SETET
ASIDE FOR FINANCING!ASASIDE FOR FINANAANCING!

 

THEN MAKE THE PAYMENTS†

$59 DOWN
SAME DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

OVER 700 NEW & USED CARS, TRUCKS, VANS & 4X4s
MUST BE SOLD IMMEDIATELY!

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS!

WE LOVE TO SAY “YES” YOU’RE APPROVED!*

$30 MILLION SET ASIDE FOR FINANCING!
Call for an IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT!

LIENS?  BANKRUPTCY?  COLLECTION ACCOUNTS?  
DIVORCE?  FORECLOSURE?  JUDGEMENTS?

BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT? NO PROBLEM!

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
1) Be a licensed driver               
2) Be 18 years of age or older
3) Be able to pay $59.00 down†

HOW DOES IT WORK?
1) Show up by June 30th, 2012 with $59.00
2) Select vehicle from over 700 new and pre-owned vehicles.
3) Stop by the event desk and schedule the delivery of your new 
    vehicle! It’s that easy! We will work out your easy payment plan.

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE FROM BAYSIDE CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE RAM!

ENDS JUNE 30TH!

www.BaysideChryslerJeepDodge.net

212-19 Northern Blvd.  Bayside, NY
CALL NOW 1(888) 315-2169

“THE BIGGEST LITTLE STORE YOU’LL EVER SEE”
BAYSIDE CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE RAM

PLUS HUGE PRE-OWNED LOT

*Option avail. with approved credit. †Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms, Subject to primary lender approval. Job & steady residence required. DCA#902850 DMV#7062132

CryslrJeepDodgeFollow Us 
On Twitter

Find Us On 
Facebook BaysideChryslerJeepDodgeRam ChryslerJeepDodgeRam
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KingsVolkswagen.com

718-645-3550

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. Expires 7 days after publication. 
NYC DCA #0733891; NYS DMV #6241010. 

VOLKSWAGEN
Sales:  2448 Coney Island Avenue 

Service:  100 Neptune Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11223

KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-3300

KINGS
NISSAN

KINGS
INFINITI

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. *up to 48 mos to qualified buyers on select
Certified Pre-Owned Nissans. NYC DCA #0671140, DCA # 1362991, NYS

DMV #7015016. Expires 7 days after publication. 

KingsInfiniti.com

20 Neptune Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-646-3331

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. NYC DCA #0414427, 
NYS DMV #7048732, 7104527. Expires 7 days after publication.  

Stk #27793P, V6, auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf,
leather, fog lights, white, 23,012 mi.

2003 VW  

JETTA

$7,997
Stk #087317, VIN #3M087317, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power,

cass/cd, moonrf, leather, alloys, 84,245 mi.

2009 NISSAN 

MURANO
S AWD

Stk #9688, VIN #9W134270, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, lugg rk, alloys,
blue, 50,270 mi.

2008  Infiniti
G35X 
AWD

$26,995BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

2002 Ford
Focus ......................................$7,497
Stk #9764, VIN #2W322772, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, alloys, 
30,343 mi.
2005 Mitsubishi
Eclipse Spyder Convertible ..$10,997
Stk #007164, VIN #5E007164, 2 DR, V6, auto, all power, cd, alloys, 45,061 mi.
2011 Nissan
Versa ....................................$14,597
Stk #9737, VIN #9BL425260, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, p/winds/lks, cd, 47,841 mi.
2009 VW
Rabbit ..................................$14,997
Stk #0696, VIN #9W010696, 2 DR, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs, cd, alloys,
19,380 mi.
2009 Nissan
Altima ..................................$16,497
Stk #9675, VIN #9N400774, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs, cd, 31,366 mi.
2010 VW
Jetta SE ................................$16,497
Stk #VU68, VIN #AM032244, 4 DR, 5 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, alloys,
23,579 mi.
2009 VW 
Passat....................................$19,997
Stk #VU71, VIN #9P006300, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, naviga-
tion, alloys, 33,344 mi.
2009 VW
Passat ..................................$20,997
Stk #VU67, VIN #9P010231, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, alloys,
20,017 mi.
2009 Nissan
Murano S AWD ....................$21,997
Stk #9649, VIN #9W13353, 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs, cd, alloys, 
27,523 mi.

2011 Nissan
Versa Hatchback ..................$13,995
Stk #9736, VIN #BL433235, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, frt/side airbags, silver,
47,501 mi.

2010 Nissan
Sentra SR ..................................$14,995
Stk #9783, VIN #AL641617, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, spoiler, alloys, silver,
9420 mi.

2009 Nissan
Altima 2.5S ................................$14,995
Stk #9682, VIN #9N405696, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, grey, 42,795 mi.

2009 Nissan
Rogue S AWD..........................$16,995
Stk #9678, VIN #9W190878, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, frt/side airbags, split
seats, silver, 24,251 mi.

2009 Nissan
Altima SL ....................................$18,995
Stk #8936, VIN #9N456493, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, alum
whls, fog lights, white, 26,261 mi.

2009 Nissan
Maxima ........................................$24,995
Stk #9741, VIN #9C808791, V6, auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, satellite
radio, Bluetooth, navigation, alum whls, rear camera, spoiler, white, 37,251 mi.

2008 Nissan
Armada SE 4x4 ......................$19,995
Stk #44390, VIN #8N627400, 8 cyl., auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, rear
camera, Bose sound sys, park assist, alum whls, 3rd row, pwr rear hatch, running
brds, white, 62,552 mi.

2008 Infiniti 
EX35 AWD ......................$24,995
Stk #155589, 5 DR, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, naviga-
tion, graphite shadow, 29,471 mi.
2008 Infiniti
G35X ..............................$26,995
Stk #256131, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf, leather, navigation, fog
lights, blue, 23,241 mi.
2008 Infiniti
M35X ..............................$31,995
Stk #652156, 5 DR, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, naviga-
tion, alloys, white, 35,912 mi.
2009 Infiniti
FX35................................$32,995
Stk #155733, 5 DR, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf, leather, Blue-
tooth, navigation, alloys, roof rk, platinum graphite, 35,322 mi.
2011 Infiniti 
M37X ..............................$38,995
Stk #307882, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf, Bluetooth, navigation,
black, 32,783 mi.
2010 Infiniti 
QX56 AWD ......................$44,995
Stk #906112, 5 DR, 8 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, lugg rk, fog lights,
DVD, navigation, chrome whls, burgundy, 25,008 mi.
2012 Infiniti
M37X AWD ......................$48,995
Stk #392644, 5 DR, V6, auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf, leather, white,
5427 mi.

2008 Acura
MDX................................$29,995
Stk #515454, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sun/moonrf, navigation, al-
loys, lugg rk, black, 25,157 mi.

LOADED CAR!

ONLY 5427 MILES!
MUST SEE!

$19,995

K
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G
S
A
U
T
O
G
R
O
U
P

AS LOW AS1.99% APR FINANCING AVAIL.*
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*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & MV fees which are additional and may be payable upon consummation.
§Amount of credit may vary. Must show proof of current pay stub, proof of address, and driver's license and registration. See dealer for details.
Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Photos used for illustrative purposes only. Offer expires 6/21/12. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

www.PREMIERFORDSALES.com

•
M

U
N

IC
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TICIPATING DEALE
R

Auto Netuto NetAuto Net
WELCOME MCU

MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

To Long Island

Kings Plaza
Mall

Kings   Highway Utica Ave.

Avenue U

BELT PARKWAY

To Verrazano

★

EASY ON, EASY
OFF EXIT 11N
BELT PARKWAY

5001 Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

1-718-258-7200
1- 8 0 0 - 4 5 0 - 3 1 2 9

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL FORD & 

LINCOLN/MERCURY VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

2010 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY 
7 Passenger,
Auto, 
39K Mi,
Stk#6583F$16,974

*

BROOKLYN’S BEST
SELECTION & PRICING!
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Auto, M/Roof,
17K Mi,
Stk#3757

$12,893*

2007 FORD EDGE SEL AWD
Auto,
Black
55K Mi.,
Stk#6491F

$13,998 *

2009 LINCOLN MKZ AWD
Lthr, 
S/Roof, 
52K Mi,
Stk#6641F

$19,999*

2007 CHEVY G3500
15 Passenger,
Gray, Auto,
71K Mi,
Stk#6632F

$12,998*

2009 FORD FLEX
Auto,
Gray,
13K Mi,
Stk#6480F

$17,985*

2008 NISSAN PATHFINDER LE 4X4
White, Lthr,
S/Roof, 
66K Mi,
Stk#6581F

$17,983*

2010 ACURA TSX
V6, Auto, 
Grey, 
38K Mi,
Stk#6584F

$21,985*

2009 MERCURY

MILAN 
Auto, S/Roof,
Alloys, 
70K Mi,
Stk#6601F$11,893

*

PRE OWNED OUTLET!
ALL MAKES & MODELSSUV’S • 4X4’S • DOMESTICS!IMPORTS! • LUXURY!

ALL MAKES & MODELSSUV’S • 4X4’S • DOMESTICS!IMPORTS! • LUXURY!
BAD

CREDIT,
SO

WHAT!
100%

APPROVAL!

OUR
GOAL
IS

§

If You Have A Current Pay Stub And A Steady Job,You Can Qualify, Regardless Of Past Credit History.
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Lthr, 
S/Roof,
23K Mi,
Stk#6662F

$14,999*

2007 KIA SPORTAGE

2008 FORD ESCAPE XLT 4X4

MANY MORE TO 
CHOOSE FROM!

2010 FORD

TRANSIT CONNECT XIT
Auto, Blue,
69K Mi,
Stk#6616F

$11,999
*

2011 KIA FORTE
4Dr, S/Roof,
Auto, 7K Mi,
Stk#6650F

$14,999*

Auto, 
Gray, 
22K Mi,
Stk#6568F

$18,973* 7 Passenger,
Black, 
2K Mi,
Stk#6590F

$29,999*

2012 GMC ACADIA2010 FORD EXPLORER XLT 4X4

2011 MERCURY MARINER PREMIER
Auto, Leather,
S/Roof, 14K Mi,
Stk#6539F

$19,860*

2011 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS
Auto,
Gray,
31KMi,
Stk#6531F

$16,968*

2011 HYUNDAI SONATA LTD
S/Roof, 
Nav, Auto, 
13K Mi,
Stk#6547F

$19,999*
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T
hird-row seating has become a priority for many 
people purchasing new vehicles. Many consum-
ers actively seek out a car or SUV with a third-
row seat so they’ll have plenty of room for pas-

sengers during commutes or school carpools. There are 
many advantages to a third row of seating, but there are 
also some disadvantages. Weighing the pros and cons be-
fore purchase will help shoppers determine if a third-row 
seat is really what they need.

Advantages

The primary reason for purchasing a vehicle with a 
third-row seat is to increase passenger capacity. Most stan-
dard cars and mid-size SUVs can seat fi ve passengers com-
fortably. However, a third-row seat can add a spot for an ad-
ditional two to three passengers.

The need for a third row of seats stems primarily from 
the increased prevalence of booster and other child safety 
seats, which tend to take up a lot of space. This enables 
more children to be seated safely, a boon to parents who 
carpool.

Third-row seats are also advantageous to commuters 
who carpool. Several adults can sit comfortably and ride 
into work together, splitting the cost of gas and tolls. Many 
vehicles with third-row seats offer good gas mileage, mak-
ing carpooling an even greener method of getting to work.

The third-row seat can often be folded down and allow 
for more cargo room when not needed. In some models, a 
third-row seat can be removed entirely.

Disadvantages

While the third-row seat offers more passenger room, 
it cuts down on storage space. Many vehicles that offer the 
extra row of seating do so at the expense of trunk or cargo 

space. There may be little more than a few feet of room to 
store groceries or luggage.

Vehicles with a third-row seat tend to be more expen-
sive than comparable cars and SUVs without one. Some 
minivans are more expensive than simarly sized SUVs. 
If money is a factor, a third-row seat may not be an asset. 
In addition, insurance companies might charge more for 
a larger car.

Size might also be a disadvantage to some drivers. 
Larger vehicles might be diffi cult to park in urban ar-
eas and may require special parking spots in parking ga-
rages.

Third-row seats can be very advantageous for people 
who frequently transport several people. But they may not 
be the best option for individuals looking for a lower-priced 
car or one with maximum cargo space.

The pros and cons
to third-row seating

G
uys love gadgets. Be it the newest smart-
phone or the latest model television, men 
revel in staying up-to-date on the latest gad-
gets and gizmos to hit the market. While 

many popular gadgets are geared toward entertain-
ment, some are aimed at making life safer for consum-
ers. Such is the case with the following gadgets and in-
novations, each of which makes the roadways safer for 
drivers and their passengers.

• Blind spot detectors: Blind spot detectors and in-
tervention systems use radar or image detectors on side 
mirrors to determine if an object is in the car’s blind 
spots. Intervention systems are connected to the brak-
ing system of the car. The systems pull the vehicle back 
to safety should the driver attempt to change lanes into 
potential danger. While this technology has the poten-

tial to prevent accidents, sometimes the detectors offer 
false positive warnings, picking up oncoming traffi c, 
parked cars, and even trees.

• Back-up cameras: In an era of monster-sized vans 
and trucks, some drivers have diffi culty gauging the 
length of the vehicle with respect to items behind it. 
Also, taller vehicles may have obstructed vision in the 
back by the rear bumper, which can be a safety hazard 
should a child or object be in the path of the vehicle. 
The camera can provide an image of what’s behind the 
car to better assess whether it’s safe to go in reverse. A 
beeping sound or other signal also may alert to a poten-
tial obstruction.

• Lane departure warning: This mechanism is de-
signed to warn a driver when a vehicle begins to move 
out of its lane, unless a turn signal is activated to alert 

to the lane change. These systems use a camera or an-
other tracking device to pick up on the visual lines on 
a roadway, accommodating for turns. Some will signal 
with an audible sound, visual notifi cation, or a vibra-
tion of the steering wheel if the driver is veering into 
another lane. Other systems will work in concert with 
the steering to keep the car in its lane.

• Night-vision technology: Individuals who do a 
good portion of driving at night may want to consider 
night-vision options on a vehicle. This is a system that 
increases the driver’s perception and seeing distance 
in darkness or poor weather beyond the scope of head-
lights. Many systems rely on the driver looking at a 
screen that portrays a video image, which some assert 
is a danger in itself because it takes one’s eyes off of 
the road.

These gadgets make driving safer

Third-row seating is a feature that many potential car buyers look for in their vehicle. 



35
J

UNE 14-20, 2012, TIM
ES L

EDGER • C
A

R
 D

E
A

L
S

Convenience Group,
Air Bags, Rear Seat
Mounted Thorax,

E-Assist With A 6-Speed
Automatic Transmission,

MSRP $31,835

All New 2012 BUICKLACROSSE

No 1st Payment! $0 Security Deposit! $0 Down!

LEASE FOR

$259*

per month 24 months

SLE AWD

36
MPG
HIGHWAY

Includes 2 Years
of the Following:
Scheduled Maintenance
On Star Directions
& Connections
& Sirius XM Radio.

Premium
Service Lease Power Sunroof W/ 2nd Row

Skylight, Heated Driver & Front

Passenger Seats,

6-Spd Automatic Transmission,

MSRP $39,830

All New 2012GMCACADIA

$0 Down! $0 Security Deposit! Hurry In!

LEASE FOR

$289*

per month 39 months

TheBetter Way!
Better Price!

Better Selection!
Better Service!

720NorthernBlvd,Great Neck
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com

Open Sunday
12pm-5pm

Buick / GMC offers: add tax & reg. fees plus, bank fee $795 (Acadia $695), taxes, DMV. Ally bank ( Acadia USBank $395 turn in fee). Residual: Lacrosse $19,737 (Acadia $19,516) , $0 Down, No Security Deposit and No Ist Payment ( Acadia 1st payment is
due $289.00). Primary lender approval. 10K miles a year 25¢ thereafter. LaCrosse Customer Lease Cash of $2,850, Lease Conquest Cash of $2,000. (Must be currently in a non-gm vehicle lease to qualify for this offer). Best Price: In stock vehicles. Model
for model, option for option. Best Price: In stock vehicles. Model for model, option for option. Must present bona-fide written order from authorized new car competitor. In stock vehicles only. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 6-30-2012.

BUICK

in Great Neck!

BUICK in Great Neck!

Join Us On June 21St To Celebrate The Arrival Of

The All-New 2013 Cadillac XTS
Where: North Bay Cadillac

720 Northern Blvd., Great Neck

When: Thursday, June 21st, from 5pm to 9pm

{ valet parking will be provided }

Join us for hors dʼoeuvres, wine,

beverages and dessert

RSVP to Ashley or Vanessa

at (516) 466-6200 or

ashleyr@northbaycadillacbuickgmc.com
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Brand New 2012 Toyota SIENNA
Auto, 4 Cyl., Air, P/W/L, AM/FM, Bluetooth, Keyless Entry

Buy
for
$25,998

36 mo. lease, $2999 due at inception, plus tax,
title,registration and $650 bank fee. No security

deposit required. With excellent credit (720 score).
12k mi. per year, 15¢ each additional mi. 

Lease an
LE for

Brand New 2012 Toyota COROLLA
Auto, Air, Dual Airbags, AM/FM/CD

36 mo. lease, $1999 due at inception, plus tax,
title,registration and $650 bank fee. No security

deposit required. With excellent credit (720 score).
12k mi. per year, 15¢ each additional mi.

Lease an
LE for

$26,998
Lease
for

Auto, Air, Dual Airbags, AM/FM, Split Fold Rear Seats
Brand New 2012 Toyota HIGHLANDER

FWD, 4 Cyl., Auto, Air, P/W/L, AM/FM, Keyless Entry
Brand New 2012 Toyota CAMRY LE

36 mo. lease, $2999 due at inception, plus tax,
title,registration and $650 bank fee. No security

deposit required. With excellent credit (720 score).
12k mi. per year, 15¢ each additional mi.

Brand New 2012 Toyota RAV4
FWD, Auto, 4 Cyl., Air, P/W/L, AM/FM, Keyless Entry

$20,488$15,888

36 mo. lease, $2399 due at inception, plus tax,
title,registration and $650 bank fee. No security

deposit required. With excellent credit (720 score).
12k mi. per year, 15¢ each additional mi.

Buy
for

or
$500 Toyota
Customer Cash

APR
FINANCING

Up to 60 months with 60 monthly payments of
$16.66 per $1000 borrowed. $0 down w/excel-
lent credit (tier1). May affect final selling price.

0%

Up to 36 months with 36 monthly payments of
$27.77 per $1000 borrowed. $0 down w/excel-
lent credit (tier1). May affect final selling price.

or
$750 Toyota
Customer Cash

APR

FINANCING
Up to 36 months with 36 monthly payments of
$27.77 per $1000 borrowed. $0 down w/excel-
lent credit (tier1). May affect final selling price.

0%

APR
FINANCING

Up to 48 months with 48 monthly payments of
20.83 per $1000 borrowed. $0 down w/excellent

credit (tier1). May affect final selling price.

0%

or $750 Toyota
Customer Cash

4x4, 6 Cylinder

* *0% APR

*

*

FINANCING

$279

$259

$149 $189
Buy a new 2011 for

27/34
City HWY

MPG!

22/28
City HWY

MPG!

20/25
City HWY

MPG!

19/24
City HWY

MPG!

Buy
for

Lease a
4WD for

$19,688Buy
an L
for

25/35
City HWY MPG!

Automatic, Air, Power W/L, 
AM/FM, Keyless Entry

$22,498

Brand New 2011 Toyota
PRIUS HYBRID

Buy for

*$199Lease for

NEW 2012 TOYOTA PRIUS PLUG IN
Auto, Air, Power Windows, 
Power Locks, 
AM/FM, Keyless
36 mo. lease, $2399 due at inception, plus tax, title,registration and $650 bank fee. No security

deposit required. With excellent credit (720 score). 12k mi. per year, 15¢ each additional mi. 

$1000
TOYOTA LEASE BONUS CASH

Up to

On new 2012 Tundra & $500 on new 2012 Venza & RAV4TOYOTA

Winner of the 2011 
President’s Award

Complimentary maintenance plan with roadside assistance with every vehicle delivered.
Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or
commercial fleet. See participating dealer for complete plan details. Valid only in the continental United States and Alaska.

257 N. Franklin St, Hempstead, NY 11550 1-888-385-8435
Rebates are taxable and tax is paid by consumer and then assigned to dealer. Offers can not be combined. Lessee responsible for maintenance, repair and excess wear & tear & excess mile charges. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. Must lease thru Toyota Financial Services to qualify for lease bonus cash. All prices exclude tax, tag & title and include dealer fees. *Exp 6/18/12

MillenniumToyota.com
TOYOTA

Gas Saving Hybrids

36 mo. lease, $1999 due at inception, plus tax,
title,registration and $650 bank fee. No security 

deposit required. With excellent credit (720 score).
12k mi. per year, 15¢ each additional mi. 

51/48
City HWY MPG!

$379Lease Per Mo

$2000
TOYOTA COLLEGE GRAD REBATE
On New 2012 Corolla & RAV4 leases only. Must have graduated within the past

2 years or will within next 6 mos. Cannot combine with Toyota lease cash.

53/46 MPG
City/Hwy

It’s Here... The All New
2012 TOYOTA
PRIUS C
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*

*Based on 2011 year to date. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive advertised specials. As of submission, all cars are in stock. Prices exclude tax, tags, title and include dealer
fees. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All ad vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Advertised specials cannot be combined. Exp. 6/18/12

TOYOTA PRE-OWNED
Indoor Pre-owned Showroom

1-888-385-8435
MillenniumToyota.com

257 N. Franklin St. Hempstead, NY
Monday- Friday 9-9 • Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 11-6 

Minutes from Queens! 
Se habla espanol

OTHER MAKES & MODELS

$8,988
Auto, Air, 79k mi, #UT38413T

2009 CHEVY
HHR

$9,988
Manual, Air, Spolier, Sunroof, Alloys, 73k mi, #UT38431T

2008 HONDA
CIVIC CPE

$15,988
Touring, Auto, Air, Leather, Rear DVD, 38k mi, #UT38525T

2008 CHRYSLER
TOWN&COUNTRY

$10,488
Auto, Air, S/R, Chrome Wheels, 29k mi, #UT38296T

2005 TOYOTA
MATRIX XR

Auto, Air, S/R, 23k mi, #UT38212O

$26,6884x4, Auto, Air, Lthr, 11k mi, #UT38235T

2011 JEEP
GRAND

CHEROKEE

$29,988
Auto, Air, Lthr, S/R, H/S, 37k mi, #UT38226O

2010 INFINITI
FX35

$17,888
2009 HONDA
CRV EX

$10,788
Auto, Air, All Pwr, CD, 49k mi, #UT38170T

2007 TOYOTA
MATRIX

$13,888
Auto, Air, All Pwr, 9k mi, #UT38206O

2009 TOYOTA
COROLLA LE

$14,988
Auto, Air, Leather, 41k mi, #UT38198T

2009 TOYOTA
CAMRY LE

$13,988
4x4, Auto, Air, 53k mi, #UT38501T

2009 TOYOTA
TACOMA

$15,988
Auto, Air, 59k mi, #UT38259T

2008 TOYOTA
PRIUS

$19,988
4WD, Auto, Air, 9k mi, #UT38183O

2010 TOYOTA
RAV4

$19,788
4x4, Auto, Air, S/R, 46k mi, #UT38160T  

2007 TOYOTA
4RUNNER

$21,988
V6, Auto, Air, P/L, Alloys, 34k mi, #UT38396O

2009 TOYOTA
HIGHLANDER

$20,988
Auto, Air, All Pwr, Alloys, 27k mi, #UT38224O

2010 TOYOTA
SIENNA LE

$28,988
4x4, Auto, Air, 12k mi, #UT38315T

2011 TOYOTA
FJ CRUISER

2.9%FINANCINGAPR
Up to 60 mos. on all certified vehicles. $0 down available  w/excellent credit (720) score.

0% FINANCINGAPR
36 mos. on all certified vehicles, $15,000 max to finance w/excellent credit (720) score.

7 Year/100,000 Mi. Limited Powertrain Warranty

*

**

Buy
For

$10,988
4 Cyl., Auto, Air, All Pwr, 64k mi, #UT38379T

2005 TOYOTA
CAMRY

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

MANY MORE TO CHOOSE! 

35 MPG HWY

31 MPG HWY
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LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

Offers exp 3 days after pub. Price incl dlr prep & any cost except tax, tags, DMV fees & reg fees. Leases incl 12k mi per yr, add’l mi at 18¢ per mi. Lessee resp. for maint. excess wear. Prices refl ect all avail incentives to dlr. Must 
be approv. by prim lender Tier 0. Tier 1 Sign & Drive. Total paymts/Due at Sign: Altima=$2856/$895; Maxima=$11,271/$895; Rogue=$7761/$895; Murano=$11,271/$895. Due at signing=$0 1st mo. paymt+$0 Down pymt+$0 
Security Dep+$895 Acq fee. Closed end leases. Must be from dlr stock. Offers can’t be combined with other offers. ‡Restrictions apply. See dlr for details. Not resp for typos. Prices and availability subject to change from time of pub.

0%
APR0%

APR0%
APR0%

APR

David Ricardo Steve Craig

Buy
 For

$17,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$25,699
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$27,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$20,499
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ALTIMA 2.5
Model#13012, 
VIN#255769, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, 
MSRP $21,350, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$109
Per Mo. 24 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ROGUE S
Model#22212, 
VIN#406683, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, AWD, MSRP 
$22,775, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

      $169
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MAXIMA S
Model#16112, 
VIN#812805, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$239
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MURANO
Model#23112, 
VIN#108467, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, FWD, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$249
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

HERE’S WHY YOU SHOULD BUY WITH US:
• Trade In Any Honda, Toyota, or Hyundai, 

and Get an Additional $2000!
• We Make Your Last 5 Payments — Any Make, Any Model

• Free Bluetooth w/Navigation  • 8 Year Maintenance Package
• 8 Year / 120 Mile Extended Warranty*

BayRidgeNissan.com

5th Ave. and 65th St., Brooklyn 888.801.9107DMV#7076824 NYCDCA Lic. #698282

O
ver the last several years, ho-
meowners have increasingly 
emphasized clean air in their 
homes. The growing popular-

ity of home air purifi ers suggests today’s 
homeowners want to make certain the en-
vironment inside their home is as healthy 
as possible.

While protecting the environment in a 
home is important, it’s equally as impor-
tant for motorists to maintain a healthy 
environment in their vehicles. The av-
erage American spends roughly 10 to 15 
hours per week inside a car, where dust, 
odors, smoke, and other potentially sour 
smells can make riding in a car rather 
unpleasant. In addition, air pollution and 
allergens inside a vehicle can pose a sig-
nifi cant health risk to drivers and their 
passengers. Fortunately, there are sev-
eral steps drivers can take to maintain a 
healthy environment inside their vehicle.

• Improve air quality. Perhaps the best 
way drivers can ensure their passengers 

have a healthy environ-
ment while traveling in 
a car is to improve the 
air quality within the ve-
hicle. 

• Clean the vehicle’s in-
terior. Many automobile 
owners pay particular at-
tention to the appearance 
of their vehicle’s exterior. 
However, those same driv-
ers don’t spend nearly as 
much time, if any, tending 
to the vehicle’s interior. 
But a neglected interior 
doesn’t just fall victim to 
spills and dirt or other 
particles brought in from 
the outside. Over time, a 
neglected interior might 
begin to grow mildew, which is both un-
healthy and unpleasant. In general, clean 
the vehicle’s interior once a month to pre-
vent mildew growth and the buildup of 

dirt and grime.
• Don’t fall in love with 

the “new car smell.” Few 
consumers can resist the 
famed “new car smell.” 
Though enticing, the 
new car smell is actually 
an outgassing of toxic 
chemicals from newly 
formed plastics, and the 
chemicals in these gases 
have been linked to birth 
defects, impaired learn-
ing, liver toxicity, pre-
mature births, and early 
puberty in laboratory 
animals. Though this 
doesn’t mean consumers 
should avoid buying new 
cars, it should inspire 

consumers to address the new car smell 
immediately. 

• Vacuum carpets, fl oor mats, and be-
tween seats. Carpets and seating are an-

other collection point for dirt and pollut-
ants and need to be vacuumed thoroughly. 
Make sure to get the fl oor mats, the fl oor 
under the fl oor mats, and all the way un-
der the seats. Pound your seats with some-
thing large like a baseball bat to loosen 
and knock out all the dirt and soil that has 
settled into the creases and stitching.

• Protect newer vehicles on hot days. 
Hot weather can take its toll on drivers, 
and it can also wreak havoc on their vehi-
cle’s interior. Heat from the sun can cause 
the vehicle’s plastics, vinyl, or leather 
parts to emit volatile organic compounds, 
or VOCs, which, according to the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, can pro-
duce both short-term and long-term ad-
verse health effects. Whenever possible, 
park in the shade or use a sun shade on 
the windshield. In addition, slightly open-
ing the windows in spring and summer 
promotes air fl ow through the cabin, help-
ing reduce the risk of VOC buildup inside 
the vehicle.

How to maintain a healthy 
environment inside your car

In general, clean the vehicle’s 

interior once a month to 

prevent mildew growth and the 

buildup of dirt and grime.
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DOWNLOAD A QR CODE READER TO YOUR SMARTPHONE 
& SCAN THE CODE BELOW FOR MORE SPECIAL OFFERS!

Open 7 Days A Week 
MON-FRI 7:30AM-8PM 

SAT 7:30AM-6PM 
SUN 9AM-4PM
30 MAIN STREET

HONDA
OF NEW ROCHELLE888.741-3222 888-905-3762

MAKE THE CLICK 24/7 @ HONDAOFNEWROCHELLE.com
Must present ad at signing. No prior deals apply. No two offers can be combined. Must take immediate delivery from in stock units only. Lease: 10K miles per year (12K, 15K optional), $1999 Down, add destination, 

tax and applicable fees, 0% may affect selling price. Max finance 60 mos. All offers subject to primary lenders approval. Residuals: ACCORD SE: $15,864; CRV LX: $15,974; ODYSSEY LX: $18,400.; ACCORD EX-L: $18,007;  First come, first serve. 

Not responsible for typographical errors.  ^Based on American Honda 2011 new car volume sales for the Bronx, Westchester, & CT. Exp. 6/20/12 Ad# HNR0614NYPCNG

ACCORD SE 4DR 
NEW 2012 HONDA 

CR-V LX 4WD
NEW 2012 HONDA

ODYSSEY LX
NEW 2012 HONDA 

LEASE FOR ONLY

27 MONTHS

LEASE FOR ONLY

39 MONTHS

LEASE FOR ONLY

39 MONTHS

HONDA
OF NEW ROCHELLE

 AUTO, P/W/L/M, ALLOYS, ABS,
KEYLESS ENTRY, LEATHER,

AM/FM/6CD. 
MODEL #CP2F6CENW

AUTO, P/W/L, FRONT SIDE 
AIRBAGS, CRUISE CONTROL, 

AM/FM/CD PLAYER,
MODEL #RM4H3CEW

AUTO, V6, P/W/L/M, AM/FM/CD, 
KEYLESS ENTRY, ABS, 

FRONT SIDE AIRBAGS, CRUISE. 
MODEL #RL5H2

^

DOWNLDOWNLDOWNLOADAOADAAOAD AQQRCQRC QR CODODE READERR REE  TO YOUR RUU

 AUTO, P/W/L/M, AC, V6, 271HP, 
LEATHER, PWR HEATED STS, 

SROOF, ALLOYS, 6CD, XM RADIO, 
BLUE TOOTH, FOG LIGHTS. 

MODEL#CP3F8CJNW

ACCORD EX-L V6
NEW 2012 HONDA 

27 MONTHS

LEASE FOR ONLY

EVERY
NEW & USED 
HONDA 

COMES WITH

YEAR1 24 HR ROADSIDE
ASSISTANCE

COMPLIMENTARY 
MAINTENANCE&

$1999 DOWN $1999 DOWN $1999 DOWN $1999 DOWN 

*0 APR
ON EVERY NEWON EVERY NEW
HONDA

%
HONDA

Exclusive Offer!
Must present this

advertisement to take 
advantage of these

specials.
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Leases subject to lender approval Tier 1. Tax & DMV fees add’l. No sec dep. Total due at signing: $99=$994; $149=$744; $239=$834; $275=$870. 12k mi/yr. 20¢ ea add’l mi. Dealer contribution may vary and could affect actual lease payment. Lessee respon for excess wear & maint. 

Must take delivery from dealer stock by 6/30/12.

www.SouthShoreHonda.com704 W.Merrick Rd.
Valley Stream

1/2 mi. from Queens border

Mon-Thu 9-9
Fri 9-8; Sat 9-7; 

Sun 11-5

2011

516-285-8036

Automatic Transmission, P/Windows, 
P/Locks, CD.

Lease For

$149 Per Mo.

36 Mos.*

New 2012 HONDA 
ACCORD 4-DR

Automatic Transmission, P/Windows, 
P/Locks, CD.

Lease For

$239 Per Mo.

36 Mos.*

New 2012 HONDA 
CR-V

Automatic Transmission, P/Windows, 
P/Locks, CD.

Lease For

$275

$11995

Per Mo.

36 Mos.*

New 2012 HONDA 
PILOT

Front Brake Special

With Coupon. Regular Price 140.00

2008 HONDA 
ACCORD EXL

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
23k mi. Stk# 16876 

$15,995

2008 HONDA 
ACCORD EXL

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
23k mi. Stk# 16564 

$15,995

2011 HONDA 
CRV SE 
Auto, PW, PL, CD.

16k mi. Stk# 17774 

$19,995

2008 HONDA 
ACCORD EX V6

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
35k mi. Stk# 17068 

$15,395
2008 HONDA 

ACCORD EXL V6
Auto, PW, PL, CD.

32k mi. Stk# 16893 

$15,995

2009 HONDA 
ACCORD EXL

Auto, PW, PL, CD, Nav.
32k mi. Stk# 17894 

$17,495
2008 HONDA 
ODYSSEY EXL

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
46k mi. Stk# 17991 

$21,995

2009 HONDA 
CIVIC SI

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
32k mi. Stk# 17599 

$17,495

$99 Per Mo.
39 Mos.*

New 2012 HONDA 
CIVIC 4-DR

Take care of your brakes, 
come in today.

• Replace front brake pads with
Honda Genuine parts.

• Inspect front/rear discs and calipers
(or rear drums and cylinders)*

• Check brake fluid
(Disc resurfacing/replacement, wheel

cylinder & caliper repair & master
cylinder replacement extra if nec.

Prices may vary by model. Plus taxes and fees where applicable. Please present
coupon during write-up. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires 6/30

Discount on Vehicle Service
Why we’re the easy choice; convenient hours, competitive prices,
Honda trained technicians, factory technical support and Honda

Genuine Parts. Why trust anyone else?

$10.00 Discount on purchases from $75.00-$99.00
$20.00 Discount on purchases from $100.00-$149.00
$25.00 Discount on purchases from $150.00-$199.00
$35.00 Discount on purchases from $200.00 or more

Prices may vary by model. Plus taxes and fees where applicable. Please present
coupon during write-up. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires 6/30

$6495
Keep Your Honda Driving Like New!

With Coupon. Regular Price $80.00

Our Honda-Trained technicians will
perform your transmission service:

• Check and fill with Genuine
Honda fluid

•Check operation of transmission

• Check trans axle seals & gaskets
for leaks

Prices may vary by model. Plus taxes and fees where applicable. Please present
coupon during write-up. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires 6/30

$2495
Oil Change, W/Multi-Point Inspection

With Coupon. Regular Price 34.95

In addition to providing top-quality
oil and a Honda Genuine oil filter,
we’ll check and adjust all of your
vehicles vital fluids and perform a

Free multi-point inspection.
Competitively priced. Honda-

trained technicians and Honda
Genuine Parts-Why take your

Honda anywhere else?

Prices may vary by model. Plus taxes and fees where applicable. Please present
coupon during write-up. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires 6/30

Automatic Transmission, P/Windows, 
P/Locks, CD.

Lease For

$0
DOWN

PAYMENT

$0
DOWN

PAYMENT

$0
DOWN

PAYMENT

$0
DOWN

PAYMENT
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G
iven the turbulent economic 
news, consumers are tighten-
ing their belts and cutting back 
on spending. Delaying or ig-

noring routine automotive service is no 
exception, but a bad decision, according 
to the experts at the non-profi t National 
Institute for Automotive Service Excel-
lence.

Car care extends the life of your vehi-
cle and can prevent minor problems from 
growing into much more expensive issues. 
Worn brake pads, if ignored, can escalate 
into more costly rotor repairs. 

A “check-engine” light may signal 
something as minor as the need to replace 
an inexpensive oxygen sensor. But if ig-
nored, costly damage to the catalytic con-
verter can ensue.

Nor should service intervals be ig-
nored. Failure to change out the engine’s 
timing belt according to the owners man-
ual’s schedule can result in major engine 
damage if the belt fails. 

Much less dramatic are routine things 
such as scheduled oil changes, replacing 
dirty fi lters, or simply paying attention to 

tire pressure. These seemingly minor ser-
vices help you get better gas mileage.

Automotive Service Excellence — the 

group that tests and certifi es automotive 
technicians — offers the following tips on 
locating a good repair shop:

• Start shopping for a repair facility be-
fore you need one.

• Ask your friends and associates for 
recommendations; consult local con-
sumer groups.

• Arrange for transportation so you 
will not choose a shop based merely on lo-
cation.

• Look for a well-organized facility, 
with vehicles in the parking lot equal in 
value to your own and modern equipment 
in the service bays.

• The staff should be courteous and 
willing to answer your questions.

• Look for policies on estimated repair 
costs, diagnostic fees, guarantees, and 
methods of payment.

• Look for signs of professionalism such 
as civic, community or customer service 
awards.

• Look for evidence of qualifi ed techni-
cians: trade school diplomas, certifi cates 
of advanced course work, and certifi ca-
tion by Automotive Service Excellence.

• For major jobs, ask whether the re-
pair facility usually handles your type of 
repair work.

Routine auto service 
never more important

T
he scenario is all too common. Drivers are 
traveling down the road, and a pebble gets 
kicked up and hits their windshield, causing 
a small chip to appear. Slowly but surely that 

chip turns into a spreading, snaking crack that only 
gets worse with each bump and pothole.

Having a broken windshield is not only unsightly 
and a big inconvenience, it can also be illegal. That’s 
because the crack reduces the effi cacy of the window 
safety composition, meaning it may shatter in the event 
of an impact accident and cause extensive injuries. The 
crack also may impede a driver’s ability to see the road 
clearly.

It’s important to note that liability car insurance typ-
ically doesn’t cover a cracked windshield that occurs in 
a collision. Instead, drivers hoping to be covered need to 
have collision insurance on their vehicle. However, not 
all windshields crack in a car accident. Many are dam-
aged in nonaccident related circumstances, whether 
this be a tree branch that falls on the car or a rock 
kicked up from the roadway. It’s important to read an 

insurance policy thoroughly to be sure that nonaccident 
related cracks to the windshield will be covered.

Even if the damage is covered, it may not be worth 
the expense of paying the insurance deductible and fi l-
ing a claim, which may end up raising your rate in the 
long run.

Many small nicks can be repaired easily with a kit 
purchased from an automotive supply store. Inexpen-
sive and user-friendly, the instructions guide users 
through the process of sealing the crack and prevent-
ing it from spreading.

If the crack is beyond the scope of a do-it-yourself fi x, 
a windshield repair service that specializes in this type 
of work might be necessary. These companies use prod-
ucts that harden quickly and reglaze the windshield so 
that the crack may not even be noticeable afterward.

Upon inspection, a mechanic or a windshield re-
placement company may determine that the crack is 
not something that can be mended. The entire wind-
shield will have to be replaced at this point. In some 
cases the windshield can be removed and replaced in 
the same day.

While there is no way to prevent a cracked wind-
shield entirely, there are certain ways to reduce the 
risk. 

This includes avoiding running over any debris on 
the road that can be kicked back at the windshield. 

What to do with a cracked windshield

A windshield crack is something that should be 

remedied soon.

Certifi ed technicians at auto repair shops have taken and passed national exams and 

have at least two years of work experience.
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 6/18/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

171717
Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8017-32K mi.   20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$22,981

$5,981
P/W, P/L, Auto, A/C, Stk#U8337-123K mi.

*

2004 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4
$4,981

Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, STK#U8253-106K mi.

*

2004 HYUNDAI

SONATA GLS
$5,981

Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8290-85K mi.

*

2000 HONDA

ACCORD

$7,981
Leather, Sunroof, All Power, Stk#U8335-85K mi.

*

2004 TOYOTA

CAMRY SE V6
$6,981

P/W, P/L, P/S, Leather, Sunroof, Stk#U8330-103K mi.

*

2003 NISSAN

MAXIMA SE V6
$8,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, 3rd Row, Stk#U8263-58K mi.

*

2006 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
$7,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8182-86K mi.

*

2002 JEEP

LIBERTY 4X4

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Leather, Sunroof, All Power, Stk#U8242-50K mi.

BUY
FOR

2010 BMW

328ix AWD

$6,981
Leather, P/W, P/L, Sunroof, Power Seats, Stk#U8250-107K mi.

*

2002 JAGUAR

X-TYPE

*
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the smarter way to get there

112-21 Northern Blvd, Corona, NY 1.800.409.5133
NYC DCA
No. 203916
DMV
No. 7022028

Showroom Hours:
Mon-Thur: 9-8pm
Fri-Sat: 9-6pm
Sun: 12-5pm

Service:
Mon-Fri: 7-5pm
Sat: 8-4pm
Sun: Closed

Parts:
Mon-Fri 7:30-5pm
Sat: 8-4 pm
Sun: Closed

DiBlasi Motors, Inc.
a BBB Accredited

business since 1974
A+

DiBlasiFord.com

Prices incl all costs to a consumer except tax, tags & MV charges. Must take delivery from in-stock vehicles by 6/30/12. Leases are closed ended w/
purch option incl 10,500 mi/yr @ 20¢ thereafter. Lessee resp for maint excess wear & tear. All fi n subject to primary lender approval. See dlr for com-

plete details. Offers cannot be combined. ^Customers who currently lease or have terminated a competitive car, truck or SUV (non-Ford model) lease within 
90 days will receive $1,000 towards the lease of an eligible new Ford vehicle. Pre-owned vehicles cosmetically as is. Not resp for typos/equip errors and 

vehicles that are sold prior to pub date. Pics for illus purp only.

It’s never been easier to afford a DiBlasi Ford

BAD CREDIT?
WE CAN HELP!

Call Now!

Certifi ed Pre-Owned Center

‘11 Ford Fiesta SES .........................$15,995
Stk#12U109, auto, 4 cyl, 5-dr hatch, pwr wndws/
lks/steer/brks, AM/FM CD, tilt, cruise, 19K mi

’10 Ford Flex LTD FWD ...................$28,995
Stk#12U115, sunrf, lthr, 2nd row fridge, auto, V8, 
pwr wndws/lks/steer/brks, alloy whls, 20k mi

’08 Ford Edge Ltd AWD ...................$23,995
Stk#12U100, lthr, auto, 6 cyl, pwr wndws/lks/
steer/brks, alloy whls, 48k mi

‘11 Ford E-350 XLT .........................$24,995
Stk#12U129, club wagon, auto, V8, pwr 
wndws/lks/steer/brks, AM/FM CD, 36K mi

’07 Ford Focus SES ..........................$12,995
Stk#12U099, sunrf, lthr, auto, pwr wndws/lks/
steer/brks, alloy whls, 39k mi

‘12 Ford Focus SEL ..........................$17,995
Stk$12U143, auto, 4 cyl, sync radio, pwr wndws/
lks/steer/brks, AM/FM CD, alloy whls, 25K mi

 7-Year / 100,000 Mile
Powertrain Limited Warranty

 172-Point Inspection

Financing 
available 
for qualifi ed 
buyers0.9%

APR

Stk#13T-033, 100A pkg, sync radio, auto, pwr wndws/lks/steer/brks, AM/FM CD, tilt, cruise, ABS, MSRP $32,185. Ttl 
Pymt/Purch Opt: $6696/$21,563, $2121 dwn + $595 bank fee + $279 1st pymt +  $0 sec dep=$2995 due @ sign plus 
tax. Price incl $1000 Conquest^ rebate 

$279Lease
for 

Per
Mo.
24
Mos.

New 2013 Ford

EXPLORER
AWD

Stk#13T-004, 101A pkg, auto, 6 cyl, sync radio, pwr wndws/lks/steer/brks, AM/FM CD, tilt, cruise, MSRP $29,600. Ttl 
Pymt/Purch Opt: $5976/$29,600, $2151 dwn + $595 bank fee + $249 1st pymt + $0 sec dep=$2995 due @ sign plus 

tax. Price incl $1000 Conquest^ rebate 

$249Lease
for 

Per
Mo.
24
Mos.

New 2013 Ford

EDGE
SE FWD

New 2012 Ford

ESCAPE XLT AWD

Lease
for 

$109Per
Mo.
24
Mos.

Stk#12T-342, leather, 203A pkg, sun & sync pkg, auto,2.5 litre 4 cyl, pwr wndws/lks/steer/brks, AM/FM CD, tilt, cruise, 
MSRP $29,915. Ttl Pymt/Purch Opt: $2616/$19,444, $2291 dwn + $595 bank fee + $109 1st pymt + $0 sec dep=$2995 
due @ sign plus tax. Price incl $3500 Ford rebate ($1000 Conquest^ + $2500 factory)
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City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) takes the stage at the Taste of 
LIC event in Gantry Park. 

Local celebrity Frank Carrado at Taste of LIC. 

DOWNTOWN JAMAICA MUSIC FESTIVAL  Photos by Walter Karling

6TH ANNUAL TASTE OF LIC  Photos by Ken Maldonado

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION AT PROSPECT CEMETERY CHAPEL IN JAMAICA  Photos by Walter Karling

1

11

4

New York State DAR Regent Denise 
Van Buren’s license plate says it all.

Sean Butler and Agata Sawricki of Manetta’s 
Restaurant in LIC offer visitors a sample of their 
menu at the Taste of LIC in Gantry Park.

3 New officers Wilhelmena Kelly (l.-r.), regent; Cate Ludlam, 
vice regent; Jane Ferrone, treasurer; Lynn Luehrs, 
registrar.

2 Coming a long way to Jamaica to participate in the ceremonies, DAR members 
and sisters: Michelle Wherry from Lewis Center, Ohio; Collette Cousins from 
Durham, N.C., and Olivia Cousins from Oberland, Ohio.

6 Denise Van Buren listens as the chapter’s regent Wilhelmena 
Kelly notes that “the Increase Carpenter Chapter will focus 
on heightening public awareness of Queens’ near-forgotten 
historic sites.”

5 The DAR members gather for an official group photo at the Carpenter 
grave site.

12

7 8 9The jazz big band, the York College Ambassadors, get 
into the groove under the imposing architecture of the 
Jamaica Performing Arts Center.

Left to right: “Cuzin” of Cuzin’s Duzins Donuts serves up a 
hot treat to Patricia Chin, the founder of Jamaica’s own VP 
Records and Greater Jamaica Development Corporation 
staffers: Andrew Manshel and Charlene Joseph.

“Wepa!” Mambo Negro, a cutting-edge jazz band with a 
Latin flavor, are up next.

13

FOCUS ON QUEENS

The tombstone of Captain Increase 
Carpenter, one of 53 American 
Revolution patriots interred in the 
cemetery.  
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“If you like saving 
money, you’re gonna 
love the Green Team.”

HOMEOWNERS LOVE THE SAVINGS
IMPROVE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND LOWER ENERGY COSTS

*Based on eligibility

—Bill, Homeowner, Staten Island, NY
See how I’m saving at conEd.com/Bill

WE’LL HELP YOU SAVE

CONNECT WITH THE GREEN TEAM AT CONED.COM/GREENTEAM
OR CALL 1-800-430-9505. ACT NOW. LIMITED TIME OFFER.*

Low cost on-site energy survey with free money-saving items installed.

Rebates up to $1,000 on efficient heating and A/C equipment.

Free programmable thermostats for central A/C systems.

Get $50 for recycling your freezer or old, second working fridge.

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) was 
banned from dishing out 
funds to his district Mon-
day amid claims by state 
investigators that he failed 
fully cooperate with a probe 
of a $33,000 state grant that 
has allegedly gone missing 
after it was given to a non-
profit headed by the coun-
cil member.

In addition, Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) also removed Wills 
from the Council’s budget 
negotiating team, accord-
ing to her spokesman.

“In light of troubling 
reports and court records 
evidencing Council Mem-
ber Wills’ lack of coopera-
tion with a state investiga-
tion, including his assertion 
of his Fifth Amendment 
rights, we have referred 
this matter to the Council’s 
Standards and Ethics Com-
mittee for a formal review,” 
said spokesman Jamie Mc-
Shane.

Decisions about fund-
ing allocations to Wills’ 
district will be made by 
Quinn’s office and Queens 
delegation chair Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans), Mc-
Shane added.

Wills’ office declined 
to comment on the matter.

In April, Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman 
and Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli filed a motion in 
Manhattan Supreme Court 
claiming Wills failed to 
comply with a subpoena 
requiring him to account 
for the money given to New 
York 4 Life.

 State Sen. Shirley 
Huntley (D-Jamaica) spon-
sored the $33,000 legislative 
member item in May 2008 
while Wills was serving as 
her chief of staff.

Wills, acting as the 
nonprofit’s chairman, 
signed a contract with the 
state Office of Children and 
Family Services in March 
2010 — eight months before 
he won a special election 

to replace the late Thomas 
White Jr. — stating the 
funds would be used for a 
single mothers’ breakfast, 
a single fathers’ luncheon 
and programs to adopt a 
commercial strip and help 
children with obesity.

New York 4 Life’s ad-
dress is listed as 194-09 
115th Drive in St. Albans, a 
residential building owned 
by one Willie Wills.

Six months later, the 
nonprofit received the en-
tire $33,000 and deposited 
it in a bank account that 
Wills had sole control over, 
according to court records.

In early 2011, the Of-
fice of Children and Family 
Services sent the nonprofit 
two letters requesting an 
account for the funds, and 
when it received no re-
sponse, the agency referred 
the matter to the attorney 
general’s office, documents 
show.

The AG had no luck, 
and after the office sent 
three letters demanding 
the $33,000 plus interest 
be repaid, Schneiderman 
teamed up with the comp-
troller’s office to launch an 
investigation into potential 
fraud.

In court documents, 
Assistant Attorney General 
Emily Bradford wrote that 
Wills had failed to respond 

to numerous attempts and 
instead “engaged in delay-
ing tactics” that included 
cancelling meetings and 
failing to provide documen-
tation.

On Feb. 10, 2012, the AG 
and the comptroller issued 
a joint subpoena ordering 
Wills to attend a hearing 
later that month.

When Wills showed up 
at the AG’s office in Man-
hattan the day before his 
scheduled hearing, the only 
documentation he could 
provide was an undated, 
unnumbered invoice for 
$980, court papers show.

Wills rescheduled and 
eventually appeared for 
his hearing March 20 and, 
after giving his name and 
pedigree information, he 
invoked the Fifth Amend-
ment, according to court 
documents.

Less than an hour into 
the hearing, when Brad-
ford was “in mid-sentence 
posing a question about 
[Wills’] use of state mem-
ber item funds,” the coun-
cilman walked out of the 
hearing, according to court 
papers.

Wills attended an ad-
ditional hearing in May, 
where he again invoked the 
Fifth Amendment, a source 
said. The investigation was 
ongoing.

Ruben Wills under fi re 
amid AG investigation

City Councilman Ruben Wills is under investigation by the state at-
torney general’s office.
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DEP PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE TO KICK-OFF WATER QUALITY 
PLANNING PROCESS FOR LOCAL WATERWAYS

The NYC Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is kicking off its program to develop Long 
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Tuesday, June 26, 2012
3:00pm to 8:00pm

Newtown Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant Visitor Center
329 Greenpoint Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11222

DEP will provide a brief presentation on the LTCP process at 4:00pm and again at 6:30pm. 
Poster displays will be open to the public between 3:00pm and 8:00pm.

WHAT IS A LONG TERM CONTROL PLAN?
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Water Act (CWA).

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?
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HOW TO GET THERE
Take the G train to Greenpoint Avenue. Use the Greenpoint/Manhattan Avenue exit. With the McDonald’s on 

your left, walk along Greenpoint Avenue one long block east and cross McGuinness Boulevard. Continue on 

Greenpoint Avenue to the next traffic light and cross Provost. The Newtown Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant 

will be on your left. Follow the fence-line and continue walking until you reach the main gate to the plant, at a 

traffic light on Humboldt Street. The Visitor Center will be in front of you. It is a two-story orange brick building 

surrounded by a garden and water sculpture.

Pols persistent in battle to save city Beacons
BY PHIL CORSO

 
Area politicians have 

not eased up on their ef-
forts to save a popular 
after-school program from 
being cut.

After learning in 
March that Bayside’s Bea-
con Program through the 
Samuel Field Y in Little 
Neck could be one of seven 
citywide programs to close 
this summer, City Council-
men Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone) and Dan Garodnick 
(D-Manhattan) as well as 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) have remained 
vocal on the topic, openly 
voicing opposition to the 
plans.

Last week, Halloran 
and Garodnick joined 
after-school program ad-
vocates and parents to call 
on the city to restore fund-
ing to all seven Beacon 
programs earmarked for 
elimination  in Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s budget. 

They also delivered to the 
mayor hundreds of letters 
written by children from 
city Beacons.

“If the decision-mak-
ers walked the halls and 
schoolyard of MS 158 [in 
Bayside] after school, they 
would see countless chil-
dren playing, learning and 
making friends,” Halloran 
said. “If they came out to 
see what is happening in 
our schools in northeast 
Queens, they would real-
ize that we need the Beacon 
programs.”

The programs were cut 
in response to Bloomberg’s 
$2.1 million in proposed 
budget reductions. The re-
ductions need final approv-
al by the Council before the 
new fiscal year begins July 
1.

“Instead of closing 
programs in specific neigh-
borhoods, the city should 
trim costs from each Bea-
con program to make them 
more efficient,” Halloran 

said. “We must preserve 
these services for all New 
Yorkers.”

The Beacon programs 
are academically driven 
community centers that 
operate after school, dur-
ing summer vacation and 
on weekends and holidays 
to provide activities for 
children and families. Pro-
grams include basketball, 
tae kwon do, counseling, 
vocational training, dance, 
drama and more.

“Beacon programs are 

so important, particularly 
in tough economic times,” 
Garodnick said. “These 
cuts won’t just punish chil-
dren by depriving them of 
a place to play and learn, 
they will also force many 
parents to choose between 
their jobs and staying home 
to provide childcare.”

The seven Beacon 
programs to be shut down 
included Queens’ Samuel 
Field Y, at MS 158 in Bay-
side, and Forest Hills’ 
Queens Community House, 

at JHS 190, along with the 
Tottenville High School 
Jewish Community Center 
of Staten Island, the Phipps 
Community Development 
at IS 192 in the Bronx, Heart 
Share Human Services at IS 
259 in Brooklyn, the Stan-
ley M. Isaacs Neighborhood 
Center at PS 198 in Manhat-
tan and Hudson Guild at 
MS 414 in Manhattan.

In a letter to the 
mayor, Avella urged the 
reconsideration of the Bea-
con Program, but with a 
creative twist. In protest 
of Bloomberg’s recent pro-
posal to ban large sugary 
drinks in select city eater-
ies, the senator offered the 
after-school programs as a 
worthy alternative.

“I urge you to restore 
funding to the Beacon 
Program, which by pro-
viding after-school and 
summer school activities, 
gives hardworking par-
ents, many of whom have 
no other option, the ability 

to keep their children in a 
safe, healthy and depend-
able environment,” Avella 
wrote in the letter.

Campaign for Children 
spokeswoman Michelle 
Yanche said the potential 
closure was only the tip of 
the iceberg.

“These cuts mean 
thousands of young peo-
ple left without the safe, 
educational environments 
that help them succeed in 
school, and thousands of 
parents forced to quit their 
jobs or leave their children 
home alone,” Yanche said.

Out of 81 Beacon pro-
grams currently running 
in New York City, MS 158 
at 46-35 Oceania St. in Bay-
side, was chosen as one 
of the potential closures 
based upon the area’s socio-
economic needs.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Youngsters Irving Estevez (l.-r., front row), Ariana Rodriguez and 
Bryanna Shulman rally against proposed cuts to Beacon pro-
grams, including the one they attend at MS 158 in Bayside.
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Despite the elimination of I’ll Have Another from the Belmont Stakes, more than 85,000 spectators were 
on hand to watch Union Rags race to victory. (Clockwise from top) Bulgers Sam Grossman (l.) and Ryan 
Resky announce the start of a race Saturday; Lindsay Hall wears a unicorn on her hat; I’ll Have Another 
is led to the winner’s circle for its retirement ceremony; a group from Washington, D.C., sports sombre-
ros at Belmont. (They also attended the Kentucky Derby and Preakness); and jockey John Velazquez 
helps Belmont winner Union Rags cool down with a damp cloth. Photos by Christina Santucci
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Avella calls on city to address tax lien evasion
BY PHIL CORSO

 
Citing apparent at-

tempts to beat the system, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) criticized the city 
Department of Finance, ac-
cusing it of allowing delin-
quent property owners who 
failed to pay their property 
taxes to remove their prop-
erties from the annual tax 
lien sale by submitting 
fraudulent checks.

According to Avella, 
property owners have ex-
ploited the system by know-
ingly submitting checks 
that later bounced, remov-
ing them from the annual 
tax lien sale. He said Fi-
nance had no means of 
detecting such an act and 
only enacted a $20 penalty 
for the bounced checks.

Additionally, Avella 
said he took issue with the 
payment plans Finance 
would organize with the ap-
parently negligent property 
owners without requiring a 
down payment. The forsak-
en land, Avella said, eventu-

ally becomes an eyesore in 
the surrounding communi-
ties when property owners 
fail to pay the taxes due.

A Finance representa-
tive said the department 
was looking into the issue 
and considering ways to al-

leviate the supposed fraud-
ulent activities.

“The fact that the De-
partment of Finance is let-
ting these negligent proper-
ty owners game the system 
is unacceptable,” Avella 
said. “Every year the city is 

being cheated out of much 
needed property tax rev-
enue.”

The senator said he col-
lected the information with 
help from his Abandoned 
Property Tax Force, which 
researches abandoned 

properties that might need 
to be addressed.

In response, Avella 
introduced legislation in 
the Senate to force the city 
to require payment of de-
linquent charges by certi-
fied check or money order, 
eliminating the bouncing 
check schemes. The bill 
would also require a 20 per-
cent down payment for any 
proposed installment plan, 
Avella said.

“Something’s got to 
give, whether it is internal 
or through support for this 
legislation,” Avella said.

Avella highlighted 
three Whitestone proper-
ties whose owners owe tens 
of thousands of dollars in 
property taxes after years 
of failing to pay them, zon-
ing in on houses at 149-35 
12th Ave., 149-43 12th Ave. 
and 24-19 Francis Lewis 
Blvd. All three owners had 
submitted checks to re-
move themselves from the 
annual tax lien sale, all of 
which ultimately bounced 
as many as three times, 

Avella said.
The property owners 

could not be reached for 
comment.

The property at 24-19 
Francis Lewis Blvd. has 
been a popular topic of dis-
cussion for area elected of-
ficials after Avella and City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) traded jabs 
over whose office was more 
responsible for the cleaning 
up of the former eyesore.

“Clearly, the Depart-
ment of Finance needs to 
change their policies to 
deal with property owners 
who consistently flout the 
need to pay their property 
taxes,” Avella said. “The 
checks the DOF receives as 
payment need to be certi-
fied and owners should not 
be able to enter their pay-
ment plans without making 
a down payment.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

BY JOE ANUTA

The owner of a Korean 
newspaper announced his 
candidacy for the newly 
created Flushing state As-
sembly seat and provided 
a candid account of Queens 
politics in the process.

Myungsuk Lee, 49, 
owner of Korean American 
Times, is the latest Asian 
candidate hoping to fill the 
vacuum created by 
Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-
Flushing) after 
she decided to run 
for Congress.

“It’s my top priority for 
every ethnic group to live 
together in harmony and 
peace,” said Lee, speaking 
at a kick-off event at a Ko-
rean restaurant.

Lee had sought the en-
dorsement of the Queens 
Democratic Party on the 
advice of several lawmak-
ers, including Meng, City 

Comptroller John Liu and 
City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing), he said, but 
the county eventually went 
with another Korean candi-
date: Ron Kim.

Lee had hoped that 
only one Korean candidate 
would run for the seat and 
thus avoid a split similar to 
the 2009 race for the Flush-
ing Council seat, which pit-
ted Kevin Kim and John 

Choe against each 
other. Neither won 
the Democratic 
primary.

In April, Lee 
said he began calling poten-
tial candidates who would 
be interested in running, 
including Ron Kim, but 
found none. So on May 4 he 
announced his candidacy 
to the Korean news media 
and informed political cir-
cles of his intentions.

Liu advised Lee to 
raise money to show the 
party he was serious, and 

the comptroller helped 
set up a meeting with dis-
trict leaders and county 
party chairman U.S. Rep. 
Joe Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), Lee said.

But during a May 29 
meeting, after Lee had 
raised $100,000, the party 
instead decided to go with 
Ron Kim. Out of the three 
district leaders who helped 
the party pick which candi-
date to endorse, two work 

in Liu’s office and the third 
was absent from the meet-
ing.

“I thought I would be 
endorsed by the party,” Lee 
said. “I was shocked. I was 
very surprised.”

George Artz, spokes-
man for Liu, said Lee’s ac-
count of the events was full 
of inaccuracies, but did not 
elaborate.

Lee cited the fact 
that he has already raised 

$100,000 and that Kim has 
already been endorsed by 
the party, as to why they 
will inevitably face off in a 
Democratic primary.

“This is a huge dis-
advantage for the Korean 
community,” he said.

Lee was formerly 
president of the Korean 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Korean American As-
sociation of Queens and is 
a member of Community 
Board 7 — all of which he 
said makes him more qual-
ified than Kim, who also 
once worked under Liu and 
was most recently employed 
by Parkside Associates, the 
lobbying firm most closely 
associated with the bor-
ough Democratic Party.

The district was carved 
out during the decennial 
redistricting process this 
year to be more than 60 per-
cent Asian.

Flushing is currently 
represented by Meng, who 

could still technically run 
for the seat if she loses the 
congressional primary.

But in her absence the 
list of hopefuls for the seat 
is growing.

The Democratic field 
will likely grow larger, 
with longtime Flushing 
political figures including 
Ethel Chen and Martha 
Flores-Vasquez indicating 
they will run. A comic book 
store owner named John 
Scandalios has also said he 
is running.

Flushing business 
owner Phil Gim was en-
dorsed by the Queens Re-
publicans to run. He may 
face a primary from two 
other Republican candi-
dates, Hank Yeh and Sunny 
Hahn, who have also an-
nounced their intentions.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

State Sen. Tony Avella accuses the Department of Finance of failing to adequately regulate property 
owners who haven’t paid their property taxes. Photo by Phil Corso

Korean publisher Lee throws hat in Meng seat race

Myungsuk Lee stands with supporters as he announces his run for 
state Assembly. Photo by Joe Anuta
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52 Wills unveils distance learning program for District 27
Councilman obtains $500K for video conferencing equipment that can close achievement gaps

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
MS 226 in South Ozone 

Park received a visit from 
two heavyweight educators 
— one in person and one 
virtually — last week as the 
school showed off a piece of 
new technology that City 
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) secured for his 
district.

State Board of Regents 
Chancellor Merryl Tisch 
and Richard Culatta,  deputy 
director of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s Office 
of Educational Technol-
ogy, heralded the Distance 
Learning Program, which 
allows students to video 
conference with schools 
and experts throughout the 
city, country and world.

Wills, who has previ-
ously supported MS 226, at 
121-10 Rockaway Blvd., with 
smartboards and a trip to 

Washington, D.C., secured 
about $500,000 in capital 
funding to provide all the 
schools in his district with 
the technology.

By September, the pro-
gram should be up and run-
ning in 14 schools and will 
be rolled out to the remain-
der of the council  district’s 
schools once the city School 
Construction Authority 
completes increasing their 
bandwidth.

The councilman gath-
ered students, parents, edu-
cators and his colleagues 
in government inside the 
school’s auditorium to 
formally launch what he 
called the “classroom with-
out walls.”

He said he collabo-
rated with Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
state Sen. Shirley Huntley 
(D-Jamaica) and state As-
semblywomen Michelle Ti-

tus (D-Far Rockaway) and 
Vivian Cook (D-Jamaica) to 
“make sure this happened 
in southeast Queens first.”

“Imagine the pos-
sibilities of competing in 
spelling bees, debates, even 
science fairs without ever 
leaving the classroom,” 
Wills said.

Using the video-con-

ferencing equipment, Prin-
cipal Angela O’Dowd of 
PS 62 in Rochdale Village 
beamed into the school’s 
auditorium and explained 
how she planned to use 
the equipment to close the 
achievement gap for her 950 
students.

O’Dowd said she had 
previously used Skype to 

connect her students with 
experts around the world, 
and this tech upgrade 
would allow for a more 
streamlined process, add-
ing that it would be the 
“ideas, not the equipment, 
that make a useful learning 
experience.

The Board of Regents 
chancellor said she had 

grown up in a disadvan-
taged community not that 
different from southeast 
Queens, which she called 
a community on its way up.

“What you have here is 
an outstanding community 
on the move,” Tisch said. 
“Grab it. Own it, and don’t 
let anyone, anyone stand in 
your way.”

Culatta, who said it 
was fitting he delivered 
his address virtually, told 
of how he had seen similar 
technology used by a school 
in a rural community, 
where students were able 
to video conference with 
an astronaut who had just 
returned from space.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity to be able to connect 
your children and your stu-
dents with experts around 
the country,” he said. “It is 
up to your imagination how 
you will use this.”

City Councilman Ruben Wills (third from l.) is joined by his colleagues in government and educators to 
launch the Distance Learning Program in his district. Photo by Rich Bockmann
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BY ALEX PALMER

A new art exhibition explores the origins of human life 
through abstract sculptures and paintings. Artist Dong Hee 
Lee’s new solo exhibition, “The Story of Life,” runs through 
July 1 at the Yegam Art Space at 196-50 Northern Blvd. in 
Flushing.

The pieces that attach to walls, hang from the ceiling, or 
stretch across the floor, are inspired by the human creation 

process, as the egg and sperm join into a zygote and begin the 
earliest stages of development. A hanging collection of gelat-

inous orbs evokes eggs or the division of cells, while an 
orderly stream of wall-mounted pieces brings sperm 

to mind. 
The pieces are color-coded, with black struc-

tures reflecting masculine reproductive cells and 
white representing feminine ones. Lights and 
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shadows play a part in the show, notably in 
an LED light series that explores the devel-
opment of the human embryo.

Originally from Korea, Lee earned her 
bachelor’s degree in fine art from Long Is-
land University in 2009 and completed her 
fine art master’s degree there in May. Her 
work has appeared throughout New York 
City, including solo shows at the LIU Sculp-
ture Gallery in 2010 and the SAL Gallery in 
Brookville, NY last year.

“The Story of Life” reflects a shift from 
Lee’s early work, which focused on what she 
called “our contemporary culture of death.” 
Exploring themes of violence, pain, and self-
destruction, these early works were in part 
aimed at making audiences face uncomfort-
able ideas about dark subjects.

But in recent projects, Lee came to 
believe that showing audiences disturbing 
imagery created more of the alienation and 

Continued on Page 56

Dong Hee Lee, a Korean immigrant, will 
be presenting her artwork at Yegam 
Art Space in Flushing through July 1. 

Photos courtesy Yegam Art Space
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BKNY Thai looks less 
like a quality restaurant, 
than it does a slightly dis-
reputable nightclub. The 
view from the parking lot is 
overseen by a colorful graf-
fiti-style mural of Bangkok. 
The dim, cavernous inte-
rior is dominated by a large 
u-shaped bar with plenty of 
large TVs. We came early, 
and wondered when the 
real party animals arrive.

But looks can be de-
ceiving. BKNY serves some 
high-quality Thai fare that 
precisely hits the sweet 
spot between authentic-
ity and universal appeal. 
Hardcore foodies will find 
plenty of adventure, while 
culinary wimps will not be 
left cowering in the back of 
their booth.

The menu is lengthy 
here, with multiple cat-
egories of small and large 
plates. Our server, a young 
Thai woman who spoke per-

fect English, offered guid-
ance. After we tried her 
sp e c t acu l a r 
suggestion for 
our appetizer, 
we went with her sugges-
tions for the courses that fol-
lowed, with equally reward-
ing results. She steered us 
to the BBQ beef short ribs, 
and the crab cake, two de-
cidedly un-Thai-ish sound-
ing dishes that we might 
otherwise have bypassed. 
Meat-lovers, and even meat-
likers will swoon over the 
short ribs. Never mind that 
this generous heap of beef 
comes naked on the plate, 
accompanied only by a 
separate allotment of sweet 
chili sauce. The melt-in-
your-mouth tender beef is 
charred on the outside and 
juicy rare within. While 
the sauce is excellent, the 
lush meat is what is memo-
rable.

The short ribs are hard 
to top, but the crab cake is in 
the running. It is one nicely 

seared hockey puck-sized 
cake, loaded with pieces 
of Thai-spiced real jumbo 
crab in a background that 
somehow manages to be 
custardy. The zippy Thai 
mayo adds extra personal-
ity to this Thai take on a 
crowd pleasing dish.

“Dazzling Thai Salad” 
may be a hyperbole-laden 
moniker for a salad, but it 
is a good salad. The salad, a 

mix of bean sprouts, red on-
ion, tomatoes and cukes is 
made interesting by some 
fried tofu. The dressing is 
that Thai peanut dressing 
that you can’t help but love.

The banana leaves on 
the “Grilled Striped Bass in 
Banana Leaves” don’t make 
an appearance on the plate, 
but keep the fish wonderful-
ly moist. The bass is stuffed 
with aromatic Southeast 

Asian ingredients like lem-
ongrass and galangal that 
infuse the flesh with a won-
derfully exotic flavor. The 
spicy lime sauce provided 
only amplifies the wonder-
ful flavors.

Tri-Flavor Baby Back 
Ribs combines the succu-
lence of expertly prepared 
ribs with the exotic flavors 
of the East. The essence of 
Thai cuisine to meld sweet, 
salty, bitter, sour and hot 
harmoniously into one 
dish. These ribs do it all. 
If we wanted to quibble, we 
could say that they could 
have found something 
more appealing to present 
the sticky rice in than Sa-
ran wrap, but deliciousness 
trumps presentation in our 
book.

If you’ve got any room 
for dessert, their signature 
is fried bananas with ice 
cream. Bananas are folded 
into flat dough packages 
and deep fried and served 

Answers in Sports

The grilled striped bass served at BKNY in Bayside. 
Photo by Suzanne Parker

DINING OUT

Continued on Page 56

BKNY: Big Thailand taste by way of Bayside
BKNY Thai 
Restaurant

47-11 Francis Lewis Blvd., 
Bayside, NY 11361

(718) 281-1900
www.bknythai.com

Price Range: Appetizers 
$5-12, Entrees: $13-26
Cuisine: Thai slightly 
tweaked for Western 

sensibilities.
Setting: Large, nightclub-

ish
Service: Friendly, effi cient.

Hours: 7 days a week  
11:30am-11pm

Reservations: Optional
Alcohol: Full bar

Parking: Lot in rear
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: Yes

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: No
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some stints a few years ago led 
me to the Cardiac Health Cen-

ter, a small workout facility run 
by New York Hospital Queens, 
where members of the mainly 
Medicare generation exercise 
to keep up with their grandchil-
dren and all you other kids. It’s a 
friendly place, staffed by medical 
pros who look after your health 
and show you how to work the 
equipment, and frequented by a 
lot of interesting old-timers who 
have some good stories to tell.

So it was there that I met the 
Browns, Bill and Barbara, a re-
tired show business couple.

Living now in Woodside — 
he’s from the Boston area, she 
from Flushing — they met dur-
ing the Broadway run of “The 
Unsinkable Molly Brown” in the 
early 1960s, and the rest, as they 
say, is history.

Dancing began for Barbara 
Newman at the age of 3 1/2, but 
her professional career — as a 
dancer, singer and actress — 
didn’t start until she auditioned 
for the Danbury Fair, one of the 
first theaters in the round under 
a Big Top (something like the old 
Westbury Music Fair). When 
she flashed a big smile for the 
director, she got the job. A lot of 
hard work followed — performing 
a show at night and rehearsing for 
next week’s during the day.

A couple of seasons later, 
Barbara’s work ethic and talent 
landed her on the Broadway stage 
in “Texas Li’l Darlin,” a musical 
with lyrics by Johnny Mercer, 
and a story about a bloviating 

politician — c’mon, is that possi-
ble! National tours followed with 
“Paint Your Wagon,” “The King 
and I,” and “Damn Yankees,” and 
a return to Broadway in the origi-
nal cast of “Bells Are Ringing” 
starring Judy Holliday.

Barbara’s most prominent 
role was as Lola, the captivating 

seductress in “Damn Yankees,” 
who is certain that whatever she 
wants, she gets. She performed 
in the Australian company for a 
whole year, and I understand that 
the natives have never been the 
same.

Bill Brown is a classically 
trained French Horn player with 
a long list of impressive credits, 
having played in orchestras con-
ducted by Fritz Reiner, Leopold 

Stokowski, Leonard Bernstein 
and Arturo Toscanini. Among 
his stage shows: “A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn,” “Pal Joey,” “Kismet” 
and “Mr. President.” Bill denies 
the rumor that musicians are al-
ways surrounded by women, but 
he did hook up with Barbara dur-
ing one of his gigs. She still has 
the big smile, and he got the girl.

A few weeks ago the Browns 
and I found our way to Queens 

Theatre — yes, it’s still in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park — to 
see “Heat Wave: The Jack Cole 

Project.” Jack Cole was the first 
choreographer to bring jazz dance 
to the musical stage. His work 
was a strong influence on many 
others, including Bob Fosse, Je-

rome Robbins and Alvin Ailey. 
Perhaps his most famous student 
was Gwen Verdon.

The  nearly 30 musical num-
bers at the Queens Theatre show 
were recreated from the movies, 
where Cole did most of his work. 
Ray Cullom, one year and count-
ing as QT’s producing artistic 
director, is hopeful that this pro-
duction — certainly QT’s most 
elaborate to date — will have fu-
ture commercial success.

June 14 is Flag Day as well as 
the birthday of one of The Outra-

geous Fortune Company’s fa-
vorite assistants, so a salute and 
greetings to Bari Plaut on her 
special day!

Contact Ron Hellman at 
RBH24@Columbia.edu.

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

Bill and Barbara Brown 
Photo courtesy the Browns

Theater rats hit the gym and fi nd camaraderie
STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
CONCERTS

Hot Jazz/Cool Garden — Hot 
Jazz/Cool Garden celebrates its 
9th season with a stellar lineup: 
The Hot Sardines, Bria Skonberg 
Quartet and the Lucky Dogs. 
Held in the Armstrong Garden, 
these concerts feature 
traditional jazz bands that play 
and promote the music of Louis 
Armstrong. Tickets for each 
concert include historic house 
tour.
When: June 16, July 21 and Aug. 
18, 2 pm
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107th Ave., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 478-8274

Father’s Day Concert — 
Katherine Meloan, organ and 
Tom Sexton, trumpet. Music by 
Bach, Alain, Tchaikovsky, Widor, 
Albinoni and Mouret.
When: June 16, 8 pm
Where: St. Josaphat’s Roman 
Catholic Church, 34-32 210th St., 
Bayside
Contact: (718) 229-1663

Quintet of the Americas — 
The program will feature Ann 

McMillan’s Cloud Forest with 
recorded crane songs, Judah 
Adashi’s Song of the Birds from 
Songs and Dances of Macondo, 
Jack Gottlieb’s Twilight Crane 
with narrator, James Cohn’s 
Goldfi nch Variations, Elliott 
Schwartz’s Bird Bath, Charlie 
Parker¹s Yardbird Suite, songs 
by Gaudencio Thiago de Mello, 
Heitor Villa-Lobos’ Song of the 
Dove, Jose Barros’ El Picafl or 
and music from Ecuador and 
Colombia.
When: June 17, 2:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main Street, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Quintet of the Americas — 
The program will feature Ann 
McMillan’s Cloud Forest with 
recorded crane songs, Judah 
Adashi’s Song of the Birds from 
Songs and Dances of Macondo, 
Jack Gottlieb’s Twilight Crane 
with narrator, James Cohn’s 
Goldfi nch Variations, Elliott 
Schwartz’s Bird Bath, Charlie 
Parker¹s Yardbird Suite, songs 
by Gaudencio Thiago de Mello, 
Heitor Villa-Lobos’ Song of the 

Dove, Jose Barros’ El Picafl or 
and music from Ecuador and 
Colombia.
When: June 17, 2:30 pm
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main Street, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Veladas de la Nueva Colombia 
— Pablo Mayor’s monthly 
series: a modern perspective 
on the diverse musical 
traditions of Colombia. Dave 
Hertzberg, bass; Nestor Gómez, 
percussion; Karina Colis, 
drums; Pablo Mayor, piano/
arrangments/compositions.
When: June 19, 9 pm
Where: 40-19 Gleane St., 
Elmhurst

KIDS & FAMILY

Father’s Day Storytime — Give 
thanks to all the wonderful 
dads in our community.
When: June 16, 11 am
Where: Barnes & Noble, 176-60 
Union TPKE., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (718) 380-7077

Continued on Page 56

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices

C
YY
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Big Apple Circus — It’s 
stupendous, it’s amazing, it’s 

the Dream Big circus! Come and 
see jugglers, balancing acts, 
spirited horses and Grandma 
the clown.
When: Through June 17

Where: Cunningham Park, 196-
22 Union Turnpike at Francis 
Lewis Blvd., Fresh Meadows
Contact: (800) 922-3772
Website: bigapplecircus.org

with a choice of coconut or 
green tea ice cream. The re-
sult is predictably crunchy 
and custardy contrasted 
with cold and sweet.

The Bottom Line
BKNY is an acronym 

for Bangkok New York, in 
case you didn’t get it. Their 
website asks you to “experi-
ence the flavors of Bangkok 
in New York, minus the 17 
hour flight.” They succeed 
admirably in fulfilling that 

promise.
Suzanne Parker is the 

TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

y y

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

I often quote myself.
It adds spice to my
conversation.

• • • George Bernard
        Shaw

Across
  1. “Hud” Oscar winner 
  5. East ___ (Manhattan 
       resident) 
10. “Moby-Dick” captain 
14. Kitchen addition 
15. “Haste makes waste,” e.g. 
16. Exclusive
17. Arkansas city 
19. Leave in, to an editor 
20. “Be right there!” 
21. Natural paces 
23. Actor Keach 
26. “___ Can!” 
      (Sammy Davis Jr. bio) 
27. Easy, in ads 
30. Actress Janet & others 
33. Form of ether 
34. Lightly sprayed 
36. Republicans, for short 
37. Baltic native 
38. ___ Beta Kappa 
39. Capital of Latvia 
40. Football positions: Abbr. 
41. Kind of straight 
44. Greenland base 
45. Votes thumbs down 
47. “Auf Wiederseh’n 
        Sweetheart” singer 
49. Binge
50. Words after make or close 
51. Check entries 
54. Navy builder 
58. Eliot-inspired musical 
59. Intense chase 
62. “If all ___ fails ...” 
63. Weak poker hand 
64. Feudal worker 
65. Curious George’s creators 
66. Wee hour 
67. Salon supplies 

Down
  1. “M*A*S*H” beverage 
  2. English prep school 
  3. “___ boy!” 
  4. Healthful food claim 

  5. Caustic language 
  6. Despot Amin 
  7. Rather, for one 
  8. Breakfast choice 
  9. What hairdressers do 
10. St. Francis’ birthplace 
11. Perry Como hit of 1956 
12. Sheltered, at sea 
13. Plays the ponies 
18. Vets’ concerns 
22. College in Portland, Ore. 
24. Illegal football blocks 
25. Jewish school 
27. Actress Carter and others 
28. Russia’s Lake ___ 
29. Great stuff ! 
31. Winner of nine golf majors 
32. Hall of Famer Warren 
35. High and low, e.g. 
39. Let go 
41. ___ a secret 
42. “___ it’s any of my 
business...”
43. Start of a correction 
46. Drunkards 

48. Tiger or Twin, briefly 
51. Tennis serving whiz 
52. Stag 
53. 10th grader, for short 
55. In use 
56. German “a” 
57. Summers, in Caen 
60. Black gunk 
61. ___-eyed

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

By Ed Canty

TimesLedger Newspapers
Jun. 14-20, 2012

A Bit Spicy
A

                     TEXT TALK  -  2

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

suffering that she wanted to critique, and 
decided it was time for a change in focus. 

“Now I am more interested in portray-
ing the infinite potential of the beginning 
of life—a time and space before the restric-
tions, boundaries, and pressures when 
society determines who we are,” said Lee. 
“I want to create artwork that evokes life 
before identity, the open future that exists 
before one enters the world.”

But she emphasized that creation also 
comes out of a complex and sometimes bru-
tal process of competition and survival, 
which can occasionally veer into dark ter-
ritory. In the exhibition, Lee tries to evoke 
what she calls “the drama and beauty of 
our invisible origins.”

Lee uses hot glue as her primary mate-
rial, which allows her to create the abstract 
organic forms of webs, clusters, globes and 
pouches.

“I create spheres out of a matrix of 
hundreds of interconnected rings of hot 
glue, extruded from a hot glue gun,” said 
Lee. “Sculpting with hot glue is extremely 
versatile, as I can work on a delicate scale 
or across large areas by building up accu-
mulations of small units or covering exten-
sive forms with the glue mesh.”

Lee described the Yegam Art Space 
as an ideal location to showcase her work, 
in particular finding that the space’s high 

ceiling and huge window allows her to bet-
ter connect with her audience.

“There are many possibilities for de-
veloping my material technique in new di-
rections, and exploring new concepts and 
methods in future projects,” said Lee.

IF YOU GO
Dong Lee Hee Solo Exhibition

Yegam Art Space
196-50 Northern Blvd., Flushing
Through July 1

Continued from Page 53

Dong Hee Lee

Dong Lee Hee’s artwork depicts the cycles of life, 
depicted in embryonic forms at some stages. 

Photo courtesy Yegam Art Space

Continued from Page 54

BKNY

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 55

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK
Serving a mix of modern American cuisine with global infl uences.

“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…with its open-air decks, umbrellas, ships wheel and lanterns, and spiffy servers 
in nautical uniforms…serving generous portions of dishes created with high quality ingredients.” — New York Times

WHY HAVE YOUR DAD BBQ AGAIN THIS YEAR WHEN YOU 
CAN TAKE HIM AWAY FOR THE PRICE OF JUST A MEAL? 

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make fi rst left onto Manhasset Ave.
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make fi rst let onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Every Table has a Marina side View of Manhasset Bay

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900
www.lamottas.net
Like us on Facebook

Join us for our 2012 Season Music on 
Fridays 

7 to 11pm

Music on Sundays
Steel Drummer

4 to 7pm
to Labor Day

At the Manhasset Bay Marina
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Leap Dance Project — 
Showcase with performances 
by Emily Berry (beyond third 
wave), Sarah Council (Sarah 
Council Dance Projects), Gabriel 
Forestieri (Project Limb), 
Leeanne M. G-Bowley (In-Sight 
Dance Company), Barbara 
Mahler, Jessi Patz, Leslie Scott 
(BODYART Dance), Deb Silver 

(SilCo Dance) andShauna 
Sorenson in a varied program 
presenting the best of what’s 
happening in dance in Queens.
When: June 15, 8 pm
Where: LaGuardia Performing 
Arts Center, 30-20 Thomson 
Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 482-5985; rsvp-
lpac@lagcc.cuny.edu

Website: www.
laguardiaperformingarts.org

School for Murder — A comedy 
murder mystery dinner show.
When: June 15, 8 pm
Where: Riccardo’s, 21-01 24th 
Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 721-7777
Website: www.riccardos.com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The 
play revolves around Pirate 
Pete, a lovable rogue on a 

mission to fi nd his beloved 
runaway parrot, Polly (who 
prefers pancakes to boring 
old birdseed). Armed with an 
endearing crew of misfi ts like 
Jolly Roger (the insufferably 
happy second mate) and 
Miroslav, the Czech mate (get 
it?), Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, sword 
fi ghts, and plenty of audience 
interaction.
When: June 16, 2 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-

02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

Gilbert & Sullivan in Brief(s) 
— Written and directed by 
Queens Theatre Executive 
Director Ray Cullom, Gilbert & 
Sullivan in Brief(s) is a laugh-
out-loud night of pirates and 
sailors, modern major generals 
and damsels in distress that 
has been described as “Gilbert 

& Sullivan meets Saturday Night 
Live.”
When: June 21 through July 1; 
Wednesdays, 2 pm and 7:30 pm; 
Thursdays and Fridays, 7:30 
pm; Saturdays, 2 pm and 8 pm; 
Sundays, 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
Corona
Contact: Box (718) 760-0064; 
Administration (718) 760-0686; 
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street 
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Guide toDINING To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

718-747-1414BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Waterside Restaurant

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

718-849-3939

VILLAGGIO
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20 Pages

of

Automotive

Savings!

20 Pages

of

Automotive

Savings!

BayRidgeNissan.com

FISKER
OFGREATNECK

888-801-9107 888-315-2169 888-694-8853 800-409-5133

516-482-5500 866-261-0211 888-741-3222 718-645-3550

888-385-8435 888-385-8435 516-543-0287 800-450-3129

800 GO LEXUS 516-285-8036 718-631-6700 888-722-0621

KINGS
SAUTOGROUP

TOYOTA PRE-OWNED

CAR DEALSNeed a Car?
Check out the 

CAR DEALS
Automotive

Section
in the center

of this week’s newspaper

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Jumping into a pool 
or the ocean seems like an 
innocent way of cooling 
off during the hot summer 
months, but each year many 
young people risk drowning 
because they never learned 
how to swim.

Now that June has ar-
rived, one organization is 
trying to impart lifesaving 
swimming skills on city 
youth.

The Swim Strong Foun-
dation is a nonprofit dedi-
cated to inspiring young 
people to achieve their po-
tential through swimming. 
With three city locations 
— Flushing Meadows Pool, 
Far Rockaway High School 
and Brooklyn Sports Club 
— Swim Strong provides 
programs aimed at keeping 
swimmers safe and enrich-
ing their lives even on dry 
land.

“The lessons learned 
in swimming can be ap-
plied in a child’s academic 
environment and can be 
taken throughout their 
lives,” said Shawn Slevin, 

co-founder and president 
of Swim Strong, adding the 
foundation focuses on com-
petitive swimming rather 
than social swimming. “It’s 
also one of the most ben-
eficial exercise routines. 
You literally swim for your 
life.”

Slevin said the life 
lessons learned via com-
petitive swimming include 
self-discipline, goal setting, 
commitment, perseverance, 
resiliency and teamwork. 
These traits can be imme-
diately applied to a child’s 
academic work, taken into 
their career and given back 
to their communities.

But besides teaching 
life lessons and making 
youth healthier, Slevin said 
the foundation’s main goal 
is to stop the highly pre-
ventable drowning deaths 
among young people.

According to Slevin, 
drowning is the second-
highest cause of death 
for children in the coun-
try. She also said African 
Americans have the high-
est rates of death by drown-
ing — three times higher 

than any other demograph-
ic and, due to rip currents, 
the Rockaways are espe-
cially dangerous for inex-
perienced swimmers.

“The drowning deaths 
in the Rockaways almost 
always involve visitors,” 
she said. “The locals know 
not to swim there because 
of how dangerous it is.”

For Slevin, youths in 
underserved communities 
in Queens are most at risk 
of drowning because they 
lack the resources to afford 

swimming programs. It is 
in this aspect that Slevin 
believes Swim Strong can 
be most helpful.

“We make swimming 
accessible and affordable 
and are especially commit-
ted to low-income commu-
nities where children have 
not received swimming 
instruction,” she said. “We 
seek funding from indi-
vidual donors, corpora-
tions, foundations and the 
government to serve those 
with the greatest need.”

The foundation has de-
velopment and competitive 
programs, with the devel-
opment programs aimed at 
getting students comfort-
able in the water. They have 
about 50 adults and teenage 
skilled swimmers teaching 
swimming in the pool and 
15 or so people out of the 
pool helping with things 
like research and commu-
nity outreach.

Swim Strong is an all-
volunteer, 501(c)(3) organi-
zation. Alumni and parents 
help to teach swimming 
basics to the children and 
competitive swimmers in-
struct novice swimmers 
on technique. Experienced 
swimmers learn how to 
teach others and they devel-
op mentoring and leader-
ship skills. Collegiate and 
Olympic athletes teach the 
more competitive aspects, 
as well as provide water 
sport clinics.

As the swimmers 
progress in strength and 
ability, the foundation in-
troduces them to water-
based sports such as water 
polo and rowing, where col-

lege scholarships are avail-
able. Stronger swimmers 
are encouraged to pursue 
lifeguard certifications. 
Ultimately, these healthy, 
well-balanced adults go on 
to fully contribute to their 
communities.

Swim Strong was de-
veloped out of the swim-
ming program at St. Se-
bastian’s Catholic Church 
in Woodside, where Slevin 
swam competitively. A 
former instructor in that 
program convinced her to 
stay on as a coach, where 
she has been for close to 40 
years.

“I’m the luckiest wom-
an in the world to do the 
work that I’m doing. It’s 
magic when you see stu-
dents start to get it and you 
see the light bulb go off,” she 
said. “Drowning is prevent-
able and this program is 
about getting people better 
educated and more aware 
of the options they have to 
stay safe and healthy.”

For more information, 
visit theswimstrongfoun-
dation.org.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Swim Strong Foundation also offers scholarships depen-
dent upon donations from individuals and companies. 

Photo courtesy Shawn Slevin

Nonprofi t encourages competitive swimming
Swim Strong Foundation, with two locations in boro, imparts life lessons to and prevents drowning in youth

49th annual Day at Belmont Race 
Track — Exclusive access to the Turf and 
Field Club with panoramic view of racing 
action. Private betting window and table 
top monitors.
When: June 20, 12:30 pm
Where: Belmont Race Track, 2150 
Hempstead Turnpike, Elmont
Contact: (718) 898-8500

Small Business Legal Clinic — If 
you are a small business owner or 
are thinking about starting your own 
business this is a great opportunity 
to meet one-on-one with an attorney 
and learn more about the legal 
consequences of owning and operating 
a business in NYC. Do you need help 
deciding whether or not to incorporate? 

Do you have questions about contracts? 
Intellectual property rights? Are you 
planning to rent a storefront or renew 
your commercial lease? If so, come 
and have your questions answered by 
a team of pro-bono lawyers provided 
through the Neighborhood Entrepreneur 
Law Project. Call to schedule an 
appointment.
When: June 20, 5:30 pm
Where: 120-55 Queens Blvd., Room 213, 
Kew Gardens
Contact: (718) 263-0546

Powerful You! Women’s Network —  A 
new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and 
supports women in their business, 
personal and spiritual lives.

When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston
Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at 
HGBCPA@aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —  BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization 
that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment 
to further business through word of 
mouth marketing. Contact chapter 
president Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7–8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-
12 Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, 
Ext. 15

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

FUND-RAISERS

SNAP 32nd Anniversary 
— Services Now for Adult 
Persons will celebrate its 32nd 
anniversary with an awards 
ceremony.
When: June 22, 1 pm
Where: Antun’s, 96-43 
Springfi eld Blvd., Queens 
Village
Contact: (718) 468-6400
Website: antuns.com
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fly through the area as part 
of the Atlantic Migratory 
Flyway.

“This would be a won-
derful and appropriate 
honor for our father,” his 
six children said in a fam-
ily statement. “His love of 
nature, and birds in par-
ticular, is well-known, and 
helping create the preserve 
was one of the great privi-
leges he had serving in the 
Senate.”

Buckley, the brother 
of National Review founder 

William F. Buckley Jr., was 
elected to the U.S. Senate in 
1970 running on the Con-
servative Party ticket and 
served until 1977. He re-
mains the only person nom-
inated exclusively by the 
Conservative Party to have 
been elected to statewide 
office in New York, defeat-
ing Republican incumbent 
Charles Goodell and Demo-
crat Richard Ottinger in a 
three-way race, according 
to National Review Online.

Area residents and 
community leaders  Tom 
Long, the Queens Conser-
vative Party chairman 
and a member of Commu-
nity Board 14, and Herbert 

Stupp, the former commis-
sioner at the city Depart-
ment for the Aging, said 
the importance of the park 
could not be understated.

“It is fitting and over-
due that our former sena-
tor is recognized for his 
leadership,” said Stupp. 
“I look forward to join-
ing Congressman Turner 
when we unveil a new sign 
in Broad Channel, reading 
the ‘James L. Buckley Visi-
tor Center’ at the Jamaica 
Bay Wildlife Refuge.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

not understand technical 
voting instructions.

The concerns of the 
community made their way 
to the desks of state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Little Neck) and state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whites-
tone), who currently have a 
bill in the Legislature that 
would force the board to 
include the two additional 
languages on written ma-
terials.

“We must do all that we 
can to facilitate the involve-
ment of new immigrants 
in government, and that is 
why Assemblyman Weprin 
and I have introduced this 
bill,” Stavisky said at a Fri-
day news conference.

The portion of the Vot-
er’s Rights Act that covers 
written language is widely 
interpreted to mean only 
one language must be pro-
vided, according to Jerry 

Vattamala, of the Asian 
American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund.

The city board has al-
ready committed to provid-
ing oral translation servic-
es in Punjabi and Hindi at 
polling places throughout 
the borough, and outlined 
their plan in a document 
distributed to the commu-
nity in April.

It calls for hiring inter-
preters and posting written 
signs in Punjabi and Hindi 
indicating that translators 
are available, but the board 
has resisted the call to add 
the written languages.

The board has not 
taken a position on the mat-
ter, according to a spokes-
woman.

But members of the 
Asian Indian community, 
 which is largely in Bellero-
se, Jackson Heights, Flush-
ing, Richmond Hill and 
South Ozone Park, hope the 
state bill will override the 
board’s wishes.

Similar legislation 
passed in Albany that re-

quired written voting ma-
terials to be provided in 
Russian at certain polling 
stations in Brooklyn.

But even if the bill pro-
posed by Stavisky and We-
prin goes through, Vatta-
mala and his organization 
will be keeping a close eye 
on the board to make sure 
it is properly enforced.

In 2006, the organiza-
tion filed a federal lawsuit 
against the board for a 
laundry list of faux pas in-
volving language services.

In one instance, the 
board provided Chinese 
interpreters in Korean 
neighborhoods while in an-
other instance the political 
parties of all of the candi-
dates were reversed on the 
ballots, and observers also 
found the widespread use 
of racial epithets by poll 
workers.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

29. The rest will be in three 
separate projects. The dis-
trict needs 1,201 additional 
seats for which the SCA 
does not have funding.

The children of Rego 
Park, Forest Hills, Kew 
Gardens, Jamaica, Briar-
wood and Springfield Gar-
dens will be getting anoth-
er 833 seats at PS/IS 314, but 
District 28 still needs a spot 
for 350 funded seats and has 
812 that need funds.

District 29, which 

encompasses Queens Vil-
lage, Cambria Heights, 
St. Albans, Laurelton, 
Brookdale, Rosedale and 
parts of Jamaica Estates, 
has funds for 1,088 seats. 
Of these, 379 will be in the 
new PS 334 and the rest will 
be spread out between two 
projects without a location. 
The district needs funding 
for another 1,084 seats.

The other remaining 
districts have full fund-
ing for their new seats, al-
though not all of them have 
sites. District 27, which en-
compasses Howard Beach, 
Linwood, Ozone Park, 
South Ozone Park, Rich-

mond Hill, Woodhaven, 
Broad Channel and the 
Rockaways, has funding 
for 832 seats, split evenly 
between the new PS 316 and 
a project set for the Howard 
Beach-Linwood area with-
out a site.

District 26, which in-
cludes Bayside, Little Neck 
and Douglaston and is the 
highest performing district 
in the city, has funding for 
416 new seats, but those 
seats do not have a site. 

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

ers gathered at the meeting 
took his omission as a snub 
to the entire Asian commu-
nity, since Liu is the first 
and only Asian American 
elected to citywide office.

“It’s not just about 
John Liu the person, it’s 
about the symbol of John 
Liu,” said another promi-
nent figure in the Queens 
Korean community.

Liu’s spokesman, 

George Artz, would not 
comment on the meeting 
nor whether Liu himself 
felt snubbed by the lack of 
an invite.

“John was a delegate 
four years ago and, al-
though he will not be a 
delegate this time, he will 
work vigorously for the 
re-election of President 
Obama in every way pos-
sible,” he said.

Queens leaders do not 
expect the party to send a 
belated invitation to Liu’s 
door, but they simply want 
an explanation as to why he 

was not invited, claiming 
that such a colossal snub 
would never have happened 
in the black or Latino com-
munity.

Longtime Flushing 
political figure  Ethel Chen 
said she expected Liu to be 
a speaker at the convention, 
but was shocked to find that 
he was not even asked to be 
a delegate.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.vention center at Willets 

Point, many other potential 
builders are lining up to 
bring gaming — and per-
haps a convention center 
of their own — to areas be-
sides Queens.

“New York is an excit-
ing market for countless 
industries, including those 
in business and entertain-
ment,” Jan Jones, executive 
vice president of commu-
nications and government 
relations for Caesars Enter-
tainment Corp., said in a 
statement. “As the state has 
begun the legalization pro-
cess for casinos, Caesars 
Entertainment has met 
with the Cuomo adminis-
tration and is interested in 
the possibility of a casino 
and convention center in 

New York, should the state 
proceed with legalizing 
gaming.”

Even if development 
happens outside the bor-
ough, Albany insiders said 
it is unlikely Cuomo will 
completely abandon devel-
opment in Queens, his na-
tive borough.

“Queens is not out of 
the equation,” said Jerry 
Kremer, president of Em-
pire Government Strategies 
and a state assemblyman 
for 23 years. “The potential 
for jobs is crucial and the 
tax revenue the state could 
get from a development in 
Queens is too much for Cuo-
mo to turn his back on.”

Willets Point, a 61-acre 
site adjacent to Citi Field 
and slated for redevelop-
ment by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, could be the 
site of a convention center, 
though officials believe 
any movement on that site 

is still years away.
“Before any work can 

be done at Willets, envi-
ronmental, traffic and soil 
studies must be completed. 
Resorts World has already 
had such studies,” said 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach). “The 
Resorts World site has been 
the generator of millions of 
dollars in revenue to the city 
and state, while contribut-
ing over $100 million to our 
educational system. The 
site has been the provider 
of thousands of jobs. Our 
state government would be 
irrational to not explore the 
possibility of thousands of 
more job opportunities and 
extensive revenue to be cre-
ated there.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

fans, the New York Giants 
and the NFL. I made a poor 
decision that I sincerely 
regret and, as always, take 
full responsibility for my 
actions.”

The Giants, so far, are 
playing the situation closer 
to the vest.

“Obviously we are 
aware of the situation, al-
though we have not yet 
had a chance to discuss it 
with David,” the team said 
in a statement. “Since it is 
an ongoing legal matter, 
we will refrain from com-

ment at this time, although 
we will say that David has 
been an outstanding repre-
sentative of this organiza-
tion for the past 10 years, 
and nobody knows more 
than David does what is ex-
pected of our players both 
on and off the field.”

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 5

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 5

Continued from Page 9
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Sports

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Sean Hagan had him-
self a strong beginning to 
the biggest start of his ca-
reer and St. John’s walked 
off the field after a scoreless 
top of the first inning.

Then things went sour 
— quickly.

The Red Storm’s Danny 
Bethea was called for catch-
er’s interference on Robert 
Refsnyder’s inning-ending 
ground out to second base. 
Refsnyder went to first and 
Hagan had to come back to 
the mound.

Arizona, the 13th 
seed, followed with three 
straight singles, leading to 
three runs, and St. John’s 
never fully recovered. The 
Red Storm lost 7-4 in Game 
2 of the baseball NCAA Su-
per Regionals best-of-three 
series Friday in Tucson, 
Ariz., ending what was a 
historic season. The John-
nies also lost in heart-
breaking fashion 7-6 in 10 
innings Friday.

“When you’re coming 
off a loss like we just did, it 
puts you on your heels a lit-

Calhoun advances in Rose
Christ the King star advances Lady Falcons to next tourney series

St. John’s baseball 
ends bid at Arizona

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Sierra Calhoun treat-
ed it like any other game, 
but knew there was a little 
something extra to this 
one.

“It’s always fun to play 
in the Rose [Classic], espe-
cially when you are playing 
against people that you play 
with,” the Christ the King 
star said. “It was fun.”

On the other side of 
Calhoun’s Lady Falcons 
team was the NYC Lady 
Warriors, including plen-
ty of her Christ the King 
teammates and CK Assis-
tant Coach Joe DeLuca, for 
whom she played with late 
in the Rose last year. The 
rising junior wing picked 
up the bragging rights and 
the win 52-47 in the quar-
terfinals Saturday at JHS 
113 in Brooklyn.

Calhoun scored 17 
points, including a huge 
3-pointer late in the fourth 
quarter, and four free 
throws to clinch the game 
in the closing minutes. 
UTEP-bound Shanice 
Vaughan had 13 points and 
Loughlin’s Imani Tate add-
ed seven.

CK’s Kristen Drogsler 
paced the Warriors with 
18 points, including four 
3-pointers. Jill Conroy of 
Bishop Ford had 10 points 
and Kollyns Scarbrough of 
Christ the King chipped in 
six for DeLuca’s squad.

“I make sure I win ev-
ery game,” Calhoun said. 
“It was just fun playing 
against them.”

The Rose Classic is the 
beginning of a busy sum-
mer for Calhoun. The No. 

9-ranked prospect in her 
class by HoopGurlz, par-
ticipated in tryouts for the 
USA Basketball U17 team 
in Colorado Springs but 
did not make the squad. 
Calhoun, who plays her 

travel ball with the Philly 
Belles, said it was a great 
learning experience and 
she is hungry for a chance 
to come back and make the 
team going into her senior 
year, much like former CK 

standout Bria Smith did 
two years ago.

“It’s going against 
some of the other best play-
ers in the country,” she 
said. “It just shows you 
where you are at.”

What made the game a 
little more special was that 
DeLuca and Falcons head 
man Mike Toro coached 
together at Bishop Ford 
three years ago and are 
close. Conroy played with 
the Warriors and bigs Brit-
tany Henry and Tanasia 
“Sweets” Blake will travel 
with them this summer. 
Christ the King’s Scar-
brough, Drogsler and Tay-
lor Butigan all play for the 
Warriors.

“I’m a supporter of 
the Warriors program and 
what they are trying to do,” 
said Toro, who coached the 
game in a Warriors T-shirt. 
“They are about working 
with what they got and get-
ting the kids better.”

Added Conroy, “It 
was weird playing against 
them.”

DeLuca said he and 
Toro have had discussions 
about his coaching one 
of the Queens-based pro-
gram’s travel teams in the 
future, but nothing that 
has become serious. Toro, 
who got his start with Exo-
dus, is coming off a season 
where he battled through 
anxiety issues. He appears 
to be beyond that now.

“Our main concern 
was for the kids to get bet-
ter for July,” DeLuca said. 
“They want to look good in 
July. When we are in AAU, 
we put high school aside.”

Christ the King’s Sierra Calhoun scored 17 points for the Lady 
Falcons at the Rose Classic. Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 63

Arizona’s Alex Mejia tags out St. John’s Bret Dennis as Dennis 
tries to run back to second base during Game 1 of the NCAA Super 
Regional in Tucson. AP Photo/Arizona Daily Star, Mamta Popat
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Vocational ace kept cool 
but team failed to deliver

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Daniel Corona knew 
despite the high stakes 
nothing was different in 
this game than the rest of 
the season.

“I couldn’t lose my 
composure,” the Queens 
Vocational right-hander 
said after giving up two 
runs in the third. “If I did, 
the whole team would have 
crumbled. They are depen-
dent on me as their ace, as 
their senior pitcher.”

Corona certainly did 
his part.

He scattered six hits, 
struck out seven and 
walked just one, but the 
third-seeded Tigers’ bats 
couldn’t muster enough 
run support as they fell 
2-1 to No. 1 South Bronx in 
the PSAL Class B baseball 
championship game Friday 
at MCU Park. Queens Voca-
tional won the title in 2007.

“Danny is an emo-
tional kid and he can get 
the team cranked up,” Ti-
gers Coach Robert Schi-
menz said. “There has re-
ally been no time this year 
where Danny’s emotions 
cost us.”

The third was the only 
frame he was hit hard, 
allowing three straight, 
two-out extra base hits, in-
cluding an RBI double by 
Danauris Baez and a boom-
ing triple to pitcher Kevin 
Victoriano that brought 
home the second run for 
South Bronx (21-0). Corona 
stranded two runners in the 
fourth and picked off Rodri-
guez in the fifth to erase a 
leadoff single. He began 
mixing in more curves and 
tried to work away more.

Queens Vocational (19-
2) scored its lone run in the 
top of the sixth on a double 
by Jose Monegro, who Schi-
menz said blossomed this 
year. A wild pitch eventu-

ally brought him home to 
make it 2-1. Victoriano sti-
fled them all day, striking 
out 11, including the game’s 
final batter and allowed 
just two hits. The Tigers 
scouted his curve ball, but 
struggled with it.

“We didn’t handle it 
and we have a great batting 
team,” Schimenz said.

His team, which in-
cludes nine seniors, grew 
up playing together and re-
ally matured as this season 
wore on to reach the finals. 
Schimenz said there is talk 
of the Tigers moving to the 

‘A’ league, but he believes 
they are fine where they 
are with a bulk of their 
talent graduating, credit-
ing the kids with how hard 
they worked to get the pro-
gram to this point.

“It was surreal,” Co-
rona said. “Getting here 
was a huge journey and 
very difficult for me and 
my team. We all worked to-
gether and helped out and 
then we noticed we were in 
the championship game. It 
didn’t feel like it. I was like, 
‘Wow. We made it.’”

BY MARC RAIMONDI

What a week it has 
been for the St. John’s base-
ball team.

Two days after beating 
North Carolina and getting 
past the NCAA Regionals 
for the first time since 1980, 
the Red Storm had four 
players taken in the top six 
rounds of Major League 
Baseball’s First-Year Player 
Draft Friday, headlined by 
junior left fielder Jeremy 
Baltz going in the second 
round (68th overall) to the 
San Diego Padres.

“It’s been a special 
year,” St. John’s Coach Ed 
Blankmeyer said.

Senior shortstop Matt 
Wessinger followed in the 
fifth round (No. 168) to the 
Rockies and junior right-
handers Matt Carasiti and 
Kyle Hansen went within 
four picks of each other 

in the sixth round. Cara-
siti was taken 198th by the 
Rockies and Hansen went 
201st to the White Sox. Han-
sen’s brother, Craig, was a 
first-round pick out of St. 
John’s in 2005.

Baltz, a Vestal, N.Y., 
native, arguably is the best 
power hitter in St. John’s 
history. He is the all-time 
leader in home runs (38) 
and RBIs (196) and is com-
ing off MVP honors at the 
Chapel Hill Regional of the 
NCAA tournament.

“He’s one of the pre-
mier hitters in the coun-
try,” Blankmeyer said.

Wessinger was the 
biggest surprise. He was 
taken in the 37th round 
last year by the Royals, 
but returned and his stock 
soared. Carasiti is coming 
off MVP honors in the Big 
East tournament, where he 
won two games, including 

the championship against 
South Florida.

The Red Storm played 
a best-of-three series at Ari-
zona in the Super Region-
als Friday.

“This is just icing on 
the cake right now,” Baltz 
said of being drafted.

The top New York City 
high school player taken 
yesterday was Fordham 
Prep shortstop Andrew 
Velazquez, who went in the 
seventh round (No. 243) to 
the Diamondbacks.

Velazquez, who is com-
mitted to Virginia Tech, is 
the highest Catholic high 
school player taken from 
the city since Xaverian’s 
Danny Christensen went 
in the fourth round in 2002 
and the first Fordham Prep 
baseball player to be draft-
ed.

Queens Vocational pitcher Daniel Corona allowed just two runs. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

SJU’s best power hitter 
picked by Padres in draft

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Frederick ends it on a high note

Priscilla Frederick, 
the St. John’s University 
high jump record holder, 
competed in her last meet 
as a member of the Red 
Storm with an 11th place 
finish in the high jump at 
the NCAA Outdoor Track 
& Field Championships 
in Des Moines, Iowa.

“We are very proud 
of Priscilla as she compet-
ed against one of the best 
NCAA high jump fields in 
history,” said head Coach 
Jim Hurt. “She cleared 
the first two heights eas-
ily but was a bit close on 
the takeoff at 1.83 meters 
and knocked the bar off 
drifting in. She has had 
an outstanding athletic 
career at St. John’s and 
is an even more outstand-
ing person.”

Frederick needed 
only two total attempts 
to clear both the 1.75 and 
1.79 meter marks to tie 
her for first heading into 
the 1.83 meter stage. She 

was one of 16 competitors 
to advance past the 1.79 
meter height. Frederick 
was unable to clear the 
1.83 meter mark in her 
three attempts and, af-
ter clearing the previous 
two heights without any 
faults, tied for 11th in the 
field of 24.

Frederick was a 
three-time all-Ameri-
can during her career 
with the Red Storm. The 
Slickerville, N.J., native 
earned two indoor and 
one outdoor all-Ameri-
can honors during her 
four years.

Frederick owns the 
St. John’s indoor track 
and field high jump re-
cord with a jump of 1.82 
meters at last year’s 
NCAA Championships 
and the outdoor record 
with a 1.84 meter effort 
at the 2010 ECAC Cham-
pionships. She won the 
high jump at the 2011 BIG 
EAST Indoor Champion-

ships and the 2010 ECAC 
Outdoor Championships. 
Frederick also has the 
second fastest 60 meter 
hurdle time, indoor pen-
tathlon and outdoor hep-
tathlon performances in 
school history to round 
out her accomplish-
ments.

She earned four in-
door All-Big East, four 
indoor All-East, seven 
outdoor All-Big East and 
four outdoor All-East se-
lections as a member of 
the Red Storm. Her three 
all-American honors are 
the most for any student-
athlete in school history.

“I would like to thank 
my coaches — Coach 
Hurt, Coach Yvonne Har-
rison, Coach Mike, train-
er Jennifer Hamilton and 
my mom for getting me to 
this point and supporting 
me along the way,” said 
Frederick.
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SJU alumna competes in Adidas Grand Prix

While Priscilla 
Frederick was compet-
ing against the NCAA’s 
top competitors in the 
high jump, St. John’s 
alumna Grace Zollman 
battled the world’s best 
at the Adidas Grand 
Prix at Icahn Stadium on 
Randall’s Island over the 
weekend.

Zollman placed 
ninth in the javelin with 
a top throw of 47.48 me-
ters. Zollman was rep-
resenting Central Park 
Track Club New Balance, 
which sent 10 athletes to 
the world-class event.

With an all-time 
best mark of 46.12 me-
ters, Zollman holds the 

St. John’s record in the 
javelin throw. She was 
outdoor All-Big East 
and All-East in 2004 as 
a member of the Red 
Storm.

Zollman was an 
Olympic qualifier in 2008 
and competed at the U.S. 
Nationals in 2010 and 
2011, too.

Vacancy Notice: Assistant Women’s Volleyball 
Coach

Queensborough Community Col-
lege in Bayside is searching for a quali-
fied, part-time assistant women’s vol-
leyball coach.

Education and certification re-
quirements include an associate or 
bachelor’s degree, high school coach-
ing experience or college athletic par-
ticipation and a valid New York state 
driver’s license.

Interested applicants should con-

tact and send a résumé with references 
to:

Pete Marchitello, athletic director
Queensborough Community Col-

lege
222-05 56th Ave.
Bayside, NY 11364-1497
You may also e-mail pmarchitel-

lo@qcc.cuny.edu or send a fax to 1-718-
631-6333.

tle bit,” St. John’s Coach Ed 
Blankmeyer said. “It puts 
a little pressure on you. 
That’s what happens.”

St. John’s was mak-
ing its first-ever Super 
Regional appearance. The 
last time the Red Storm ad-
vanced out of the regional 
round was 1980, before the 
Super Regionals existed.

Hagan, taken in the 
29th round of last week’s 

MLB First-Year Player 
Draft by the Twins, settled 
down, giving up five runs, 
four earned, on six hits and 
seven walks in six innings. 
For the second straight day, 
St. John’s failed to get into 
the weak Arizona bullpen 
as Wildcats starter Konner 
Wade pitched a complete 
game.

Danny Bethea had an 
RBI single in the fifth and 

Zach Lauricella and Matt 
Wessinger drove in runs 
with ground outs in the 
sixth and seventh, respec-
tively. St. John’s never got 
that big hit.

“I think we’re a top 
team and I think we proved 
that even this weekend,” 
Blankmeyer said of his 
team, which won both the 
Big East regular-season 
and tournament titles for 
the first time. “I think we 
made a statement.”

Baseball

Have a great photo of your pet?
submit your picture to our

Queens Critters 
Contest

To enter, simply e-mail a photo of your pet to QueensCritters@
gmail.com.  Please include your full name, the neighborhood where 
you live and your pet’s name and age. By sending a photo, you 
acknowledge that we may us it in the paper, on our website, and 
otherwise in accordance with our Terms of Use.  Your photo may 
be included in an on-line gallery on the www.TimesLedger.com 
website.  Each week, our editors will select at least one photo 
to be published in the TimesLedger newspaper.  Photos that 
violate our Terms of Use will not be accepted or considered for 
publication.  The materials that you send will not be returned.
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now covers
   New York City.

$19999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

Enjoy music and movies with 
Beats Audio™ sound*

Super-fast 8.0 megapixel  camera

Get all the coverage you need! 
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack.** 
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