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Mohammad Islam, 9, rolls down 23rd Avenue during the annual Flushing Meadow Soap Box Derby. See story on 
Page 8. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The roar of giant passenger 

planes landing at John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport con-
tinuously interrupts the relative 
quiet of a fresh water pond in 
Brookville Park in Rosedale.

Residents have lived with 
the low-flying aircraft for years 
and so have the geese and other 
waterfowl using the park to feed 
and rear their young.

But recent bird strikes at 
John F. Kennedy International 
and Westchester airports  have 
put lawmakers at odds with the 
city’s avian population, making 
birds like the ones at Brookville 
Park targets of legislation aimed 
at easing restrictions on the cull-
ing of the animals.

Standing in the way is Goose-
Watch NYC, a group formed in 
Brooklyn’s Prospect Park in 2011 
to protect geese from being round-
ed up — and potentially slaugh-
tered — by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Wildlife Services.

The group recently created 
an emergency alert network that 
would mobilize local members 
to visit culling sites where they 
could document any goose round-
ups.

Continued on Page 20

BY REBECCA HENELY

City School Construction 
Authority President Lorraine 
Grillo told a Borough Board meet-
ing Monday that more than 15,676 
new school seats for Queens have 
funding, but the organization is 
still looking for sites to put them 
and has a need for 6,380 more.

“The situation in Queens, as 
you know, is dire,” Grillo said. 
“We have more kids than any 
other borough and we have more 
need than any other borough.”

Grillo updated Borough 
President Helen Marshall and 
members of the Queens Borough 
Board during a presentation on 
an amendment to the SCA’s capi-
tal plan for fiscal years 2010-14. 
This plan adds almost 5,000 new 
school seats citywide through 
$50 million formerly allocated for 
finding replacement locations for 
schools reaching the end of their 
leases.

The capital plan adds school 
seats to every district in Queens, 
with the most by far going to Dis-
trict 24, the most crowded school 
district in the entire city, which 
encompasses the neighborhoods 
of Maspeth, Ridgewood, Middle 
Village, Glendale, Sunnyside, 

Continued on Page 20

Goose groups cry foul on culling
Activists vow to disrupt roundups near JFK, LaGuardia to end bird strikes

Queens schools
poised to add
15,676 seats

LAMINATES
Any Room

$699
FREE 
SHOP

AT
HOME 1-800-RUGS-R-US

CARPET – 3 Rooms
FREE PADDING!  FREE INSTALLATION!

(up to 108 sq ft)

$399
www.1800RugsRUs.net

(up to 288 sq ft)

1-800-784-7787
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
It was a star-studded 

affair at PS 107 last week, 
when elementary students 
from around District 25 
trickled into the school’s au-
ditorium to receive awards 
for community service, 
leadership or for simply im-
parting a bit of wisdom to 
their classmates.

The third annual Stu-
dent Award Ceremony was 
created and hosted by Com-
munity Education Council 
District 25, which gave out 
medals, tote bags and a cer-
tificate to each of the eve-
ning’s 82 honorees at the 
school, at 167-02 45th Ave.

One award winner ac-
tually took the microphone 
and gave an acceptance 
speech, but most of the talk-
ing was done by Nicholas 
Corrado, president of the 
CEC.

“We are supposed to be 
there for the children,” he 
said in an interview. “What 
better way to do that then 
acknowledge their commu-
nity service and volunteer-
ing in their schools?”

Corrado, who as an 
FDNY firefighter towered 
over the children, recog-
nized the philanthropic pu-
pils for a wide range of good 
deeds, from traditional 
volunteering jobs like hall 
monitoring to slightly more 
unique forms of leadership.

One PS 129 fifth-grad-
er received accolades for 
instituting a fun fact of the 
day policy at her school and 
shocked the emcee by actu-
ally having one prepared.

“An adult komodo 
dragon can grow up to 10 
feet long,” said Ashley Tu-
dor, a 10-year-old who pre-
fers to say she is 11 to sound 
more mature.

Ashley is in charge of 
morning announcements 
at her school. At the start 
of each day she broadcasts 
a song, student and teacher 
birthdays and then the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

One day when she 
was brainstorming with a 
teacher seeking an addition 

to the daily routine, Ashley 
hit upon the idea.

Lawrence Liang, a 
10-year-old from PS 20, 
raised a cool $3,000 for the 
American Heart Associa-
tion with the help of his 
mother.

And Thomas Kim, a 
fifth-grader from PS 32, 
took home a prize for help-
ing with a recycling pro-
gram at his school.

Principals from each 
school in the district, 
which covers Flushing, 
College Point, Whitestone 
and Bay Terrace  nominat-

ed students to receive the 
awards.

One particularly altru-
istic student volunteered 
his time at the Ozanam 
Hall of Queens Nursing 
Home, where he would keep 
some of the borough’s aging 
population company, while 
other youngsters painted a 
mural at their school that 
called for unity and an end 
to bullying.

While many of the 
award winners beamed on 
stage as their parents ran 
up to take photos, some of 
the more modest students 

accepted their tote bags 
with reticence and posed 
unsmiling for the camera.

But because all the 
children stood out from 
their peers as leaders, Cor-
rado saw good things in 
their future.

“Keep working hard 
and doors will open for 
you,” he said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by januta@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4566. 

BY JOE ANUTA

Community Board 7 
took the United States Ten-
nis Association to task, 
gave the thumbs up for a 
zoning change to help a 
College Point landscaping 
business and shot down a 
one-way street proposal at 
its Monday night meeting.

The US Open, based in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, is rapidly approach-
ing, but Whitney Kraft 
from USTA came to give 
the board a rundown on 
the programs offered to the 
community throughout the 
rest of the year.

CB 7 Chairman Gene 
Kelty, however, fixated on 
the impending Open, giv-
ing Kraft a tongue lashing 
for holding auditions in 
another borough for con-
tenders to sing the national 
anthem.

“You’re a Queens-
based organization. I want 
to see it in Queens. That’s 
where it should be,” Kelty 
said, calling the tryouts 
scheduled to take place at 
the Apollo Theater in Har-
lem unacceptable.

Kelty cited several 
venues in the borough that 
could host the tryouts, in-
cluding the newly renovat-
ed Colden Auditorium at 
Queens College, Flushing 
Town Hall or Queens The-
ater in the Park.

“If they want to sing, 
let them come here,” Kelty 
said.

Kraft responded that 
he had brought up the mat-

ter in meetings, but that 
change takes time.

The board later unan-
imously recommended 
that a zoning change be 
approved by the City Plan-
ning Commission in order 
to help Frank Marando 
Landscape Contractors, at 
11-20 131st St.

The owner of the busi-
ness had purchased land 
when it was zoned for man-
ufacturing in 2005 and used 
a single family home on the 
property as an office. That 
zoning later changed to 
residential, which threw 
his business out of com-
pliance, since operating a 
commercial enterprise out 
of a residential home is il-
legal. The zoning change 
would return the plot, on 
131st Street between 11th 
and 14th avenues, back to 
manufacturing to bring the 
business into compliance.

Finally, the board did 
not look as kindly upon 
a proposal to make 170th 
Street in front of Holy Cross 
High School one way.

The CB 7 Transporta-
tion Committee had unani-
mously approved of the 
idea after considering both 
a petition in favor of the 
conversion and the North 
East Flushing Civic Asso-
ciation’s approval. It was 
first proposed to increase 
safety for students who had 
to navigate the chaotic traf-
fic in the mornings and af-
ternoons, according to CB 
7’s Joe Femenia.

But after several ho-
meowners at the meeting 

Thomas Kim, 11, shows off the medal he won for helping with a recycling program in his school. 
Photo by Joe Anuta

Selfl ess students bag awards
Pint-sized philanthropists receive accolades from education council

CB 7 blasts USTA
for Open faux pas 

Lawyer Steven Sinacori explains a zoning change to Community 
Board 7. Photo by Joe Anuta
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Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Pet Care with 

Love to Spare.

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s first 

veterinary visit

Expires: June 30, 2012

Grand Opening

Special

OPEN TO ALL FREE ADMISSION

DEPHILLIPS ATHLETIC CLUB
Food prepared by

Sponsored by

Sponsored by

   of Corona

Sponsored by Coca-Cola

Presents
FIELD DAY 2012

Special Field Day Only Discounts!

Tim Capstraw

Message Board Clubhouse Telephone

347-252-1154
Email

Legendary 
 

Walt Frazier

Mr. Met

Ed Kranepool Ron Darling Marty Lyons

Where kids play sports year ‘round

BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) was 
banned from dishing out 
funds to his district Mon-
day amid claims by state 
investigators that he failed 
fully cooperate with a probe 
of a $33,000 state grant that 
has allegedly gone missing 
after it was given to a non-
profit headed by the coun-
cil member.

In addition, Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) also removed Wills 
from the Council’s budget 
negotiating team, accord-
ing to her spokesman.

“In light of troubling 
reports and court records 
evidencing Council Mem-
ber Wills’ lack of coopera-
tion with a state investiga-
tion, including his assertion 
of his Fifth Amendment 
rights, we have referred 
this matter to the Council’s 
Standards and Ethics Com-
mittee for a formal review,” 
said spokesman Jamie Mc-
Shane.

Decisions about fund-
ing allocations to Wills’ 
district will be made by 
Quinn’s office and Queens 
delegation chair Leroy 
Comrie (D-St. Albans), Mc-
Shane added.

Wills’ office declined 
to comment on the matter.

In April, Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman 
and Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli filed a motion in 
Manhattan Supreme Court 
claiming Wills failed to 
comply with a subpoena 
requiring him to account 
for the money given to New 
York 4 Life.

 State Sen. Shirley 
Huntley (D-Jamaica) spon-
sored the $33,000 legislative 
member item in May 2008 
while Wills was serving as 
her chief of staff.

Wills, acting as the 
nonprofit’s chairman, 
signed a contract with the 
state Office of Children and 
Family Services in March 
2010 — eight months before 
he won a special election 

to replace the late Thomas 
White Jr. — stating the 
funds would be used for a 
single mothers’ breakfast, 
a single fathers’ luncheon 
and programs to adopt a 
commercial strip and help 
children with obesity.

New York 4 Life’s ad-
dress is listed as 194-09 
115th Drive in St. Albans, a 
residential building owned 
by one Willie Wills.

Six months later, the 
nonprofit received the en-
tire $33,000 and deposited 
it in a bank account that 
Wills had sole control over, 
according to court records.

In early 2011, the Of-
fice of Children and Family 
Services sent the nonprofit 
two letters requesting an 
account for the funds, and 
when it received no re-
sponse, the agency referred 
the matter to the attorney 
general’s office, documents 
show.

The AG had no luck, 
and after the office sent 
three letters demanding 
the $33,000 plus interest 
be repaid, Schneiderman 
teamed up with the comp-
troller’s office to launch an 
investigation into potential 
fraud.

In court documents, 
Assistant Attorney General 
Emily Bradford wrote that 
Wills had failed to respond 

to numerous attempts and 
instead “engaged in delay-
ing tactics” that included 
cancelling meetings and 
failing to provide documen-
tation.

On Feb. 10, 2012, the AG 
and the comptroller issued 
a joint subpoena ordering 
Wills to attend a hearing 
later that month.

When Wills showed up 
at the AG’s office in Man-
hattan the day before his 
scheduled hearing, the only 
documentation he could 
provide was an undated, 
unnumbered invoice for 
$980, court papers show.

Wills rescheduled and 
eventually appeared for 
his hearing March 20 and, 
after giving his name and 
pedigree information, he 
invoked the Fifth Amend-
ment, according to court 
documents.

Less than an hour into 
the hearing, when Brad-
ford was “in mid-sentence 
posing a question about 
[Wills’] use of state mem-
ber item funds,” the coun-
cilman walked out of the 
hearing, according to court 
papers.

Wills attended an ad-
ditional hearing in May, 
where he again invoked the 
Fifth Amendment, a source 
said. The investigation was 
ongoing.

Ruben Wills under fi re 
amid AG investigation

City Councilman Ruben Wills is under investigation by the state at-
torney general’s office.
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BY JOE ANUTA

Treating cancer in 
the diverse population of 
Queens is unlike treating 
the disease anywhere else 
in the country, top oncolo-
gists at New York Hospital 
Queens said.

Immigrant communi-
ties in the borough tend to 
share the same dietary and 
lifestyle habits, as well as 
possible exposure to dif-
ferent environments and 
illnesses from their home 
countries, all of which can 
lead to cancers that are 
less prevalent on a national 
scale and require special 
attention, according to Dr. 
Dattatreyudu Nori, direc-
tor of the cancer center at 
the Flushing hospital.

“The standard care 
and programs we use na-
tionally had to be tailored 
to this community,” said 
Nori, who is also the chair-
man of the center’s radia-
tion oncology department.

In Queens alone, 192 
people are diagnosed with 
cancer each week, and 64 
people die from cancer each 
week, according to statis-
tics from the American 
Cancer Society.

On a national scale, 
cancer of the lung, breast, 
prostate and colon make up 
most of the cases, but not in 
the borough.

For example, the Asian 
population largely centered 
in Flushing suffers from a 

different type of cancer.
“We have a large Chi-

nese population where liver 
cancer prevalence is very 
high,” Nori said.

Many Flushing resi-
dents who grew up in China 
were exposed to the virus 
Hepatitis B when they were 
younger, according to Nori, 
who said that while the vi-
rus may not have caused 
noticeable effects for de-
cades, it often increases the 
risk of liver cancer.

In order to deal with 
the problem, the center 
hopes to catch the cancer 
early through blood tests, 
he said.

If the tests catch the 
earliest stages of cancer, 
it can be cured, according 

to Nori, but if the tests do 
not catch the cancer early 
enough, the hospital still 
has a novel technique to try 
and beat it with radiation.

The hospital, at 56-45 
Main St., raised $1 million 
May 31 at a Manhattan 
fund-raiser, which the chief 
executive officer of the hos-
pital hopes will go toward 
several aspects of the oncol-
ogy department.

Stephen Mills, also the 
president of NYHQ, hopes 
one day to have a separate 
building to house the can-
cer center, and while some 
of the money donated will 
go toward that goal, it will 
also go toward keeping the 
services the hospital al-
ready has.

And Mills hopes 
Queens residents realize 
they can receive top-notch 
cancer care without leav-
ing the borough for nation-
ally recognized centers like 
the Memorial Sloan-Ketter-
ing Cancer Center in Man-
hattan.

“Cancer care protocols 
are well-developed nation-
ally,” Mills said. “Whether 
you go to Memorial Sloan-
Kettering or not, the form 
of the treatment is not go-
ing to change a lot.”

Some of the funds 
raised will also go toward 
clinical research on can-
cers that are found in the 
borough.

Dr. Dattatreyudu Nori talks with patient Ramon Tirado. Photo courtesy New York Hospital Queens

Giants lineman hit 
with DWI charges
BY RAPHAEL SUGARMAN

From the time of his 
rookie season, when he 
was the only newbie in the 
National Football League 
to start all 16 games at the 
same position, David Diehl 
has been a model of depend-
ability for the New York Gi-
ants.

But that model was 
tarnished on the streets of 
Astoria Sunday evening, 
when the allegedly intoxi-
cated offensive lineman is 
said to have gone barrel-
ing down neighborhood 
streets, sideswiping not 
only his own BMW but sev-
eral parked cars along 35th 
Avenue.

The following day, 
Diehl, 31, was arraigned 
on two counts of impaired 
driving, according to 
Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown. Judge Le-
nora Gerald ordered him 
to be released on his own 
recognizance and to return 
to court July 26.

His license suspended, 
Diehl, a New Jersey resi-
dent, faces up to one year 
in jail and/or a $1,000 fine 
if convicted.

Diehl was observed at 
about 8:20 p.m. June 10 in 
the vicinity of 31-31 35th 
St. by a police officer from 
the 114th Precinct respond-
ing to the scene of a motor 
vehicle accident involving 
a 2011 BMW, according to 
the DA.

The officer said Diehl 
had a strong odor of alco-
hol on his breath, blood-
shot and watery eyes and 
slurred speech and was un-
steady on his feet. 

Diehl allegedly admit-
ted to police that he had 
been driving the BMW, 
which had damage on its 
front right side, according 
to the district attorney’s 
office. It is alleged that a 
test administered to Diehl 
resulted in a blood alcohol 
content reading of .182 per-
cent, which is above the 
New York legal limit of .08 
percent, the DA said.

It is further alleged 
that Diehl admitted that he 
had been at a bar watching 
a soccer game involving 
Croatia, according to the 
DA. Diehl’s mother is Croa-
tian and he is said to have 
always maintained a tie to 
those roots, even when he 
moved to New Jersey. Diehl 
showed up to his arraign-
ment wearing a shirt bear-
ing the traditional Croatian 
red and white checkerboard 
and coat of arms — likely a 
holdover from his time at 
the soccer bar.

Cultural pride not-
withstanding, the lineman 
expressed regret for the 
mess.

“I’ve worked hard 
during my career to set a 
positive example, and yes-
terday I fell far short of this 
standard,” Diehl said in a 
statement Monday. 

NYHQ tracks diverse cancers
Diseases need special care due to immigrants’ dietary, lifestyle habits
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT 
FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030 
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing
New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

Co

Tuesdays:         Mindfulness Meditation  at 7:30 PM
Fridays:            Shabbat Evening Service  at 8 PM
Saturdays:       Informal Worship & Torah Study  at 10:30 AM

THRIFT SHOP
There are only two Mondays remaining 
before our Thrift Shop closes for the season. 
Do not miss out on some great finds!

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything 
else in between at the Outdoor Flea 
Market being held on Sunday, June 24, 
July 22, August 26, and September 23 
from 10:00am to 5:00pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, 
August, and September dates.  Please 
contact the synagogue for details.

RUSH HOUR CONCERT

When work ends, experience a different 
kind of rush hour on Wednesday, June 
20 at 6:00pm by heading over to the 
synagogue to hear a free classical 
musical concert.

LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI

Max Kupferberg, (c.) along with friends, lawmakers and members of Queens College, snips a ribbon at 
the newly renovated arts center that bears his name. Photo by Joe Anuta

Queens College unveils 
new Kupferberg Center

BY JOE ANUTA

The head of Queens 
College predicted Monday 
that recently completed 
renovations on campus 
would usher in a new age of 
art and culture in the bor-
ough.

“There’s no other 
way to describe Queens 
College’s vision for the fu-
ture than what we call the 
Queens renaissance,” said 
James Muyskens, president 
of the college, speaking at 
the ribbon-cutting for the 
$13.5 million project.

The epicenter for that 
renaissance will be the four 
newly renovated buildings 
that make up the Kupfer-
berg Center for the Visual 
and Performing Arts.

The improvements for-
tified many parts of the ex-
isting buildings with new 
lighting, seats or sound sys-
tems and bathrooms. But 
the most striking feature 
of the project was the new 
facades of the Colden Audi-
torium, Goldstein Theater, 
LeFrak Concert Hall and 
the Godwin-Ternbach Mu-
seum.

Before each of the four 
venues had atheistically 
separate architectural 
identities, according to 
Muyskens.

But the common theme 
applied to all of the faces, 
coupled with a new plaza 

between three of the ven-
ues, ties them together into 
one cohesive arts center.

“It’s branding,” said 
Iris Weinshall, who works 
in CUNY’s construction 
and management depart-
ment. “Before they looked 
like four disparate ele-
ments.”

More than 100 people 
gathered to hear Weinshall 
and others talk about the 
work that went into the 
project, which, according to 
Muyskens, has been on his 
mind for the last decade.

But most of the words 
spoken were directed at 
Max Kupferberg, who sat 
in the front of the room in 
a brown suit and calmly ab-
sorbed the abundant praise 
heaped on him.

In 2006, Kupferberg 
and his late wife Selma 
gave $10 million to Queens 
College to unite the sepa-
rate arts facilities under 
the umbrella organization 
that now bears his name, 
and the family also helped 
fund the newly completed 
renovations.

Kupferberg, who is not 
only an alumnus of Queens 
College but was a member 
of its first incoming class, 
earned a physics degree 
from the school and went on 
to work on the Manhattan 
Project, which researched 
atomic weapons prior to 
the end of World War II. 
He made his fortune after 

founding the successful 
electrical supply company 
Kepco Inc. with his broth-
ers.

“In order to be a round-
ed venue, you have to have 
all of the arts — both visual 
and performing,” he said.

Throughout the two-
year construction period, 
the center continued to 
host all manner of cultural 
programming through the 
four venues that were reno-
vated, along with several 
other departments at the 
university.

More than 350,000 peo-
ple attend programs put on 
by the Kupferberg Center, 
but Muyskens hopes that 
the new facilities will not 
only draw larger crowds, 
but that artists will be able 
to reach beyond the physi-
cal boundaries of the cam-
pus.

“As part of this renais-
sance in Queens, we must 
expand our programs into 
the community,” he said.

Muyskens hopes to live 
feed concerts to schools or 
senior centers and provide 
more outreach to the com-
munity, which might not 
otherwise be able to enjoy 
the new construction in 
person.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.
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Children race to victory in E. Elmhurst soap box derby
Glen Oaks winner, 13, will compete in national contest, but younger honoree will miss out on the trip

BY RICH BOCKMANN

They are not even old 
enough for a learner’s per-
mit, but two young speed 
devils tore down 23rd Av-
enue in East Elmhurst Sat-
urday to take the top prizes 
in the Flushing Meadow 
Soap Box Derby.

In her black and gray 
Bugs Bunny-themed racer, 
13-year-old Yazmin Bap-
tiste, of Glen Oaks, won in 
the race’s superstock divi-
sion, and 8-year-old Julian 
Francis, of East Elmhurst, 
took top prize in the stock 
division.

“I put my head down 
and put a lot of weights to go 
faster down the hill. It took 
a lot of focus,” said Yazmin, 
who got a lot of help from 
family and friends, as well 
as sponsor GNB Auto Re-
pair Shop, building her 
racer. “It took about a day 

to make. It was fun, but it 
was quick.”

Both winners earned 
themselves a trip to Akron, 
Ohio, in July for the world 
championship All-Ameri-
can Soap Box Derby. Julian 
will not be able to make 
the trip because he will 
be attending his brother’s 
graduation, but the young-
ster, who will celebrate his 

ninth birthday soon, said 
he still had fun building 
the racer and placing first 
in his division.

“I kept my head low 
and steered really straight,” 
he said. “I felt excited and 
happy and I was confused 
that I won.”

Steve Stafford, presi-
dent of the derby, said about 
23 girls and boys competed 

this year.
“We often hear a lot 

about soccer, and baseball 
and basketball, which are 
all great sports, but not 
enough people know about 
soap box racing,” he said.

Stafford said one of 
the group’s racers brought 
back the championship 
from Akron two years ago, 
an impressive feat consid-

ering that space is limited 
in Queens and the racers 
can only go on a few prac-
tice runs a year.

City Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras (D-East 
Elmhurst), one of the der-
by’s sponsors, said the com-
petition teaches youngsters 
about disciplines such as 
engineering and math.

“It really opens doors 
to a lot of other opportuni-
ties,” she said.

Ferreras also said she 
was working to identify a 
location in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park to build 
a track where racers could 
practice.

“I have faith that in a 
1,200-acre park we can find 
a place for a track,” she 
said.

Tarik Coles, the coun-
cilwoman’s scheduler and 
special projects director, 
used to race in the derby 

and even went to Akron 
once.

“It was a great experi-
ence and I learned a lot,” he 
said. “I wasn’t athletic, but 
I could be smart.”

Lexon Warner sat at 
the top of the hill as his 
three boys — Aiden, Myles 
and Avery — prepared to 
launch their racers down 
the track. He said he got to 
spend some quality father-
son time building the rac-
ers with his boys.

“I’m a single dad and 
I work a lot, so it was some 
great family time,” he said. 
“They really enjoyed get-
ting their hands dirty and 
working with tools and all 
that jazz.”

The derby was sched-
uled to decide this week 
who would go to Akron in 
Julian’s place.

Na-Me Savice, 11, prepares to break as he rolls down the hill on 23rd Avenue during the Flushing 
Meadow Soap Box Derby. Photo by Christina Santucci

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From
Asthma: 
A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading 
to difficulty in breathing. The 
airway narrowing is caused 
by inflammation and swell-
ing of the airway lining, the 
tightening of the airway mus-
cles, and the production of 
excess mucus. This results in 
a reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheezing 
after exertion.  Why suffer; today’s 
treatments may permit you to breath 
and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of 

your body’s immune system to 
substances that usually cause 
no reaction in most individuals. 
Reactions can be hives, con-
gestion, sneezing, coughing, 
sore throat, headache, and 
itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are trig-
gered by pollen, molds, dust 
mites, cockroach and animal 
dander. For people allergic 

to these common substances, 
symptoms can be quite bother-

some. And treatment can result in 
dramatic improvement.

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies • Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma • Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

516-726-1771



9
 Q

UEENS W
EEKLY, J

UNE 17, 2012    •  TIM
ESLEDGER.COM



10
 QU

EE
NS

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JU
NE

 17
, 2

01
2  

  •
  T

IM
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK
Serving a mix of modern American cuisine with global infl uences.

“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…with its open-air decks, umbrellas, ships wheel and lanterns, and spiffy servers 
in nautical uniforms…serving generous portions of dishes created with high quality ingredients.” — New York Times

WHY HAVE YOUR DAD BBQ AGAIN THIS YEAR WHEN YOU 
CAN TAKE HIM AWAY FOR THE PRICE OF JUST A MEAL? 

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. Make fi rst left onto Manhasset Ave.
(across from King Kullen Shopping Center). Make fi rst let onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Every Table has a Marina side View of Manhasset Bay

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900
www.lamottas.net
Like us on Facebook

Join us for our 2012 Season Music on 
Fridays 

7 to 11pm

Music on Sundays
Steel Drummer

4 to 7pm
to Labor Day

At the Manhasset Bay Marina

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Results from the 2010 

U.S. census showed that 
enough Asian Indians in 
Queens lacked English pro-
ficiency to trigger a federal 
law requiring an addition-
al written language to be 
added to voting materials, 
but which language to pick 
has been the source of some 
contention heading into 
election season.

An Indian Asian per-
son could be from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka or the Maldives 
— countries that in some 
cases speak completely dif-
ferent languages but are 
considered one ethnic cat-
egory by the census.

After the 1990 cen-
sus, the Voter’s Rights Act 
required that Chinese be 
added to Queens ballots, 
and in 2000 the law was re-
sponsible for the addition of 
Korean.

In October 2011, the 
city Board of Elections 
picked Bengali as the single 
written language to be pro-
vided on voting ballots for 
the South Asian population 
as required by the federal 
Voter’s Rights Act.

The decision rankled 
some in the community, 
who thought that Punjabi 
and Hindi should have been 
included.

“The Board of Elec-
tions should have realized 
that this area is highly di-
verse,” said S. Tito Sinha, 
of the South Asian Bar As-
sociation, who added that 
the service is needed for 
new immigrants who do 
not have a solid grasp of the 
English language or may 
not understand technical 
voting instructions.

The concerns of the 
community made their way 
to the desks of state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Little Neck) and state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whites-
tone), who currently have a 
bill in the Legislature that 

would force the board to 
include the two additional 
languages on written ma-
terials.

“We must do all that we 
can to facilitate the involve-
ment of new immigrants 
in government, and that is 
why Assemblyman Weprin 
and I have introduced this 
bill,” Stavisky said at a Fri-
day news conference.

The portion of the Vot-
er’s Rights Act that covers 
written language is widely 
interpreted to mean only 
one language must be pro-
vided, according to Jerry 
Vattamala, of the Asian 
American Legal Defense 
and Education Fund.

The city board has al-
ready committed to provid-
ing oral translation servic-
es in Punjabi and Hindi at 
polling places throughout 
the borough, and outlined 
their plan in a document 
distributed to the commu-
nity in April.

It calls for hiring inter-
preters and posting written 
signs in Punjabi and Hindi 
indicating that translators 
are available, but the board 
has resisted the call to add 
the written languages.

The board has not 
taken a position on the mat-
ter, according to a spokes-
woman.

But members of the 
Asian Indian community, 

 which is largely in Bellero-
se, Jackson Heights, Flush-
ing, Richmond Hill and 
South Ozone Park, hope the 
state bill will override the 
board’s wishes.

Similar legislation 
passed in Albany that re-
quired written voting ma-
terials to be provided in 
Russian at certain polling 
stations in Brooklyn.

But even if the bill pro-
posed by Stavisky and We-
prin goes through, Vatta-
mala and his organization 
will be keeping a close eye 
on the board to make sure 
it is properly enforced.

In 2006, the organiza-
tion filed a federal lawsuit 
against the board for a 
laundry list of faux pas in-
volving language services.

In one instance, the 
board provided Chinese 
interpreters in Korean 
neighborhoods while in an-
other instance the political 
parties of all of the candi-
dates were reversed on the 
ballots, and observers also 
found the widespread use 
of racial epithets by poll 
workers.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Assemblyman David Weprin (c.) speaks about a bill he and 
Sen. Toby Stavisky (second from l.) are proposing that will add 
more written languages to voting materials in Queens. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

S. Asians seeks ballots
in different languages
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Offi cials believe Queens has convention potential
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
Developers have be-

gun to make pitches to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo for a new 
casino and convention cen-
ter in the state, but officials 
still want Queens to be a vi-
able option.

“The need for a conven-
tion center in Queens has 
not diminished,” Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
said. “I remain hopeful and 
optimistic that something 
will get built. We have the 
labor force to build it, and 
we need the thousands of 
jobs that would be gener-
ated.”

Cuomo announced 
June 1 that talks between 
the state and gaming giant 
Genting, which developed 
Resorts World Casino at Aq-
ueduct Race Track in South 
Ozone Park, had broken 
down amid the uncertainty 
surrounding gambling le-
galization in the state.

The governor’s an-

nouncement came days be-
fore The New York Times 
published a story revealing 
that Genting  had made con-
tributions of $400,000 of its 
own money  and $2 million 
by the New York Gaming 
Association to the Com-
mittee to Save New York, a 
business and labor coalition 
that has advertised heavily 
in support of Cuomo’s push 
for legalized table gaming 
in the state.

While the breakdown 
of negotiations reopened 
the door to a possible con-
vention center at Willets 
Point, many other potential 
builders are lining up to 
bring gaming — and per-
haps a convention center 
of their own — to areas be-
sides Queens.

“New York is an excit-
ing market for countless 
industries, including those 
in business and entertain-
ment,” Jan Jones, executive 
vice president of commu-
nications and government 

relations for Caesars Enter-
tainment Corp., said in a 
statement. “As the state has 
begun the legalization pro-
cess for casinos, Caesars 
Entertainment has met 
with the Cuomo adminis-
tration and is interested in 
the possibility of a casino 
and convention center in 
New York, should the state 
proceed with legalizing 

gaming.”
Even if development 

happens outside the bor-
ough, Albany insiders said 
it is unlikely Cuomo will 
completely abandon devel-
opment in Queens, his na-
tive borough.

“Queens is not out of 
the equation,” said Jerry 
Kremer, president of Em-
pire Government Strategies 

and a state assemblyman 
for 23 years. “The potential 
for jobs is crucial and the 
tax revenue the state could 
get from a development in 
Queens is too much for Cuo-
mo to turn his back on.”

Willets Point, a 61-acre 
site adjacent to Citi Field 
and slated for redevelop-
ment by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, could be the 

site of a convention center, 
though officials believe 
any movement on that site 
is still years away.

“Before any work can 
be done at Willets, envi-
ronmental, traffic and soil 
studies must be completed. 
Resorts World has already 
had such studies,” said 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach). “The 
Resorts World site has been 
the generator of millions of 
dollars in revenue to the city 
and state, while contribut-
ing over $100 million to our 
educational system. The 
site has been the provider 
of thousands of jobs. Our 
state government would be 
irrational to not explore the 
possibility of thousands of 
more job opportunities and 
extensive revenue to be cre-
ated there.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

After talks stalled between the state and Genting, developer of Resorts World, other suitors began 
making their cases to bring a new convention center to Queens. Rendering courtesy Genting
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Laurelton woman shares in ‘Porgy and Bess’ Tony award
Musician Diedre Murray adapted score by transforming American folk opera into Broadway revival 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

It’s summertime and 
the livin’ is easy for one 
Laurelton musician whose 
adaptation of “The Gersh-
wins’ Porgy and Bess” is 
enjoying a run on Broad-
way by winning the coveted 
Tony Award for the best re-
vival of a musical. 

Diedre Murray got a 
call about two years ago 
from longtime collaborator 
and director Diane Paulas, 
who was assembling a cre-
ative team to revive the 
great American folk opera 
as a theater piece to debut 
at the American Reper-
tory Theater in Cambridge, 
Mass.

An accomplished clas-
sical cellist and jazz musi-
cian, Murray had only once 
before arranged a musical 
score, and she prepared 
herself for the task of trans-
forming the 4 1/2-hour 
opera to a two-hour-and-
15-minute musical by im-
mersing herself in record-
ings.

“Before I sat down 
with the score, I listened 
to as many versions as I 
could — jazz musicians like 
Miles Davis, Gil Evans, 
Ella Fitzgerald and Louis 
Armstrong,” she said.

Murray grew up in a 
musical family, although 
her introduction to the Ger-
shwins’ masterpiece, first 
performed in 1935, came 
through the popular music 

of her time.
“My first memory of ‘I 

Love You Porgy’ was from 
Nina Simone, not the op-
era,” she said. “I heard all 
those hit songs first, well 
before I got acquainted 
with opera.”

Set in downtrodden 
South Carolina in the early 
1920s, the piece tells the sto-
ry of a disabled black beg-
gar named Porgy and his 
attempts to win the heart 
of Bess, who is troubled by 
her violent lover, Crown.

It was unique for its 
time in that it featured an 
all-black cast.

“The genius of George 
Gershwin was, I think, he 
was very revolutionary,” 
Murray said. “I always 
thought ‘Porgy and Bess’ 
was like a valentine to Af-
rican Americans from a 
1930s perspective. We were 
never depicted like that, 
our wants and our desires, 
and of course he was not Af-
rican American.”

Murray said one of the 
challenges of the adapta-
tion was to make it so that 
the singers could perform 
 night after night. An opera 
has a run of about four per-
formances, but a musical 
is performed eight times a 
week for an indefinite run.

“There’s a lot more 
singing, so I had to make it 
more doable, to change the 
ranges people sing in,” she 
said.

“Porgy and Bess” 

opened in Cambridge, 
Mass., in August 2011, and 
made its way to the Richard 
Rodgers Theater on Broad-
way in January.

TimesLedger Newspa-
pers theater critic Ron Hell-
man said it was one of the 
best musicals he has seen 
on Broadway in some time.

“Audrey McDonald is 
playing Bess and she’s ter-
rific. It’s all done very well,” 
he said. “And there’s cer-
tainly great music you’re 
not going to get to see on 
Broadway very often.”

On Sunday evening, 
the piece beat out “Evita,” 
“Follies” and “Jesus Christ 
Superstar” to win Best Re-
vival of a Musical at the 
Tony Awards.

Murray said she was 
delighted with the results.

“I’m overwhelmed 
with happiness when I see 
all these people pouring 
their hearts out. Audra is 
one of the great singers of 
our time, and David Allan 
Greer is funny as hell.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Diedre Murray is part of the 
creative team behind the Tony 
Award-winning musical, “The 
Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess.” 

Photo courtesy Abrams 
Artists Agency
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A Queens Supreme Court 

judge is still recuperating after 
he said a NYPD officer attacked 
him and other bystanders watch-
ing an arrest last week in Jackson 
Heights, sparking multiple inves-
tigations into the incident.

Justice Thomas Raffaele, 69, 
said he was interviewed by of-
ficers from the NYPD’s Internal 
Affairs Bureau, the Queens dis-
trict attorney and the Civilian 
Complaint Review Board, which 
investigates complaints against 
officers, about the incident that 
occurred just after midnight 
June 1.

The NYPD did not respond 
to a request for comment and it 
was unclear whether the offi-
cer had been placed on modified 
duty, although Raffaele did not 
believe the officer was taken off 
the streets.

“I just have a small amount of 
pain and discomfort of my throat 
and the back of my neck,” he said 
Tuesday afternoon. “I thought 
that would go away by now.”

In an earlier interview with 
TimesLedger Newspapers after 
the incident, Raffaele described 
what he said happened near the 
corner of 37th Road and 74th 
Street in Jackson Heights.

Raffaele and a friend, Mo-
hammad Rashid, were walking 
through the neighborhood after a 

long day of cleaning out the Bay-
side home of Raffaele’s parents, 
who had recently moved to Hous-
ton.

The pair came across a jeer-
ing crowd surrounding two offi-
cers in the process of arresting a 
shirtless man.

Raffaele observed one of the 

officers repeatedly kneeing the 
handcuffed man in the back, de-
spite growing unrest from the 
crowd and pleas from a woman 
who said she was a registered 
nurse and produced her identifi-
cation, he said.

The justice then said he 
called 911 to get more officers on 
hand to calm things down, but 
shortly afterward one of the offi-
cers knocked him backward with 
a blow to the throat.

The officer who had been 
kneeing the suspect in the back 
lunged at the judge and used the 
area between the thumb and fore-
finger to jab him in the windpipe, 
Raffaele said.

“The blow was so hard,” said 
Raffaele, who sits in Matrimonial 
Court in Jamaica. “The way he 
hit me, he could have killed me.”

After hitting the judge, Raf-
faele said the officer hit several 
other bystanders before more 
NYPD arrived.

Raffaele regained his voice 
and tried to file a complaint with 
a ranking officer at the scene, but 
the sergeant told him that he did 

not know which officer the judge 
was referring to, and no one else 
had seen the assault, he said.

The judge saw the officer in 
question walking away from the 
scene and took his photo, he said. 
Subsequently, another sergeant 
took a complaint report, the judge 
said.

“Psychologically, it was a 
very traumatic thing to happen,” 
Raffaele said. “This officer’s rage 
is so out of control, it is dangerous 
for him to be in that situation.”

Raffaele pointed out that 
he gained a strong appreciation 
for the NYPD during his time 
as head of Community Board 3, 
which covers Jackson Heights. He 
also participated in a civilian pa-
trol in the neighborhood, but he 
thinks the officer who allegedly 
assaulted him is a danger to the 
public and a blemish on the  repu-
tation of the force.

The incident occurred in 
the 115th Precinct, which has the 
third-highest rate of stop-and-
frisk in the city, according to the 
New York Civil Liberties Union 
data released earlier this year.

Supreme Court Judge Thomas Raffaele demonstrates a move he said a police 
officer used on him. Photo by Christina Santucci

Judge recovering amid probes into cop attack

BY JOE ANUTA

A group of Asian-Amer-
ican leaders in Queens is 
demanding an explanation 
from state Democrats as to 
why they did not invite city 
Comptroller John Liu to 
the national convention in 
September.

On June 6, prominent 
members of the Chinese 
and Korean communities 
gathered at the offices of 
the Flushing Chinese Busi-
ness Association downtown 
to sound off about the snub 
and sign a letter that was 
later fired off to Charlie 
King, executive director of 
the state committee.

“We are very shocked 
and surprised by the news 
that John Liu was denied a 
seat,” said Justin Yu, chair-
man of the Chinese Cham-
ber of Commerce of New 
York. “Not only the Chinese 
community is outraged, 
but I think the whole Demo-
cratic Party should raise 
questions against such a 

mysterious decision.”
The Democratic con-

vention is held every four 
years, and hundreds of del-
egates flock to the chosen 
city to choose their party’s 
candidate to run for presi-

dent. 
Liu’s campaign for 

mayor has been under in-
vestigation by the FBI and 
two campaign aides are 
charged with wire fraud, 
but Liu himself has not 

been implicated, which was 
pointed out by many of the 
leaders gathered at the con-
ference table and in the let-
ter sent to King.

“Though sources say 
the federal probe into his 

campaign finances con-
tributed to the decision to 
reject him, there was no 
official statement released 
that justified why he was 
denied the slot,” accord-
ing to the letter, which was 
signed by a slew of leaders 
in the community. “A final 
ruling on Comptroller Liu’s 
innocence has not yet been 
given, so you can under-
stand why some members 
of our community have 
been expressing confusion 
towards the matter.”

The state Democrats 
did not respond to a request 
for comment.

Because Liu has not 
been formally charged, oth-
ers gathered at the meeting 
took his omission as a snub 
to the entire Asian commu-
nity, since Liu is the first 
and only Asian American 
elected to citywide office.

“It’s not just about 
John Liu the person, it’s 
about the symbol of John 
Liu,” said another promi-
nent figure in the Queens 

Korean community.
Liu’s spokesman, 

George Artz, would not 
comment on the meeting 
nor whether Liu himself 
felt snubbed by the lack of 
an invite.

“John was a delegate 
four years ago and, al-
though he will not be a 
delegate this time, he will 
work vigorously for the 
re-election of President 
Obama in every way pos-
sible,” he said.

Queens leaders do not 
expect the party to send a 
belated invitation to Liu’s 
door, but they simply want 
an explanation as to why he 
was not invited, claiming 
that such a colossal snub 
would never have happened 
in the black or Latino com-
munity.

Longtime Flushing 
political figure  Ethel Chen 
said she expected Liu to be 
a speaker at the convention, 
but was shocked to find that 
he was not even asked to be 
a delegate.

Peter Tu (r.), of the Flushing Chinese Business Association, discusses a letter sent to the state 
Democratic Committee regarding city Comptroller John Liu alongside other leaders in the Asian com-
munity. Photo by Joe Anuta

Asian leaders question why Dems snubbed John Liu
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Despite the elimination of I’ll Have Another from the Belmont Stakes, more than 85,000 spectators were 
on hand to watch Union Rags race to victory. (Clockwise from top) Bulgers Sam Grossman (l.) and Ryan 
Resky announce the start of a race Saturday; Lindsay Hall wears a unicorn on her hat; I’ll Have Another 
is led to the winner’s circle for its retirement ceremony; a group from Washington, D.C., sports sombre-
ros at Belmont. (They also attended the Kentucky Derby and Preakness); and jockey John Velazquez 
helps Belmont winner Union Rags cool down with a damp cloth. Photos by Christina Santucci
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BY PHIL CORSO
 
Area politicians have 

not eased up on their ef-
forts to save a popular 
after-school program from 
being cut.

After learning in 
March that Bayside’s Bea-
con Program through the 
Samuel Field Y in Little 
Neck could be one of seven 
citywide programs to close 
this summer, City Council-
men Dan Halloran (R-Whit-
estone) and Dan Garodnick 
(D-Manhattan) as well as 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) have remained 
vocal on the topic, openly 
voicing opposition to the 
plans.

Last week, Halloran 
and Garodnick joined 
after-school program ad-
vocates and parents to call 
on the city to restore fund-
ing to all seven Beacon 
programs earmarked for 
elimination  in Mayor Mi-

chael Bloomberg’s budget. 
They also delivered to the 
mayor hundreds of letters 
written by children from 
city Beacons.

“If the decision-mak-
ers walked the halls and 
schoolyard of MS 158 [in 
Bayside] after school, they 
would see countless chil-
dren playing, learning and 
making friends,” Halloran 
said. “If they came out to 
see what is happening in 
our schools in northeast 
Queens, they would real-
ize that we need the Beacon 
programs.”

The programs were cut 
in response to Bloomberg’s 
$2.1 million in proposed 
budget reductions. The re-
ductions need final approv-
al by the Council before the 
new fiscal year begins July 
1.

“Instead of closing 
programs in specific neigh-
borhoods, the city should 
trim costs from each Bea-

con program to make them 
more efficient,” Halloran 
said. “We must preserve 
these services for all New 
Yorkers.”

The Beacon programs 
are academically driven 
community centers that 
operate after school, dur-
ing summer vacation and 
on weekends and holidays 
to provide activities for 
children and families. Pro-
grams include basketball, 
tae kwon do, counseling, 
vocational training, dance, 

drama and more.
“Beacon programs are 

so important, particularly 
in tough economic times,” 
Garodnick said. “These 
cuts won’t just punish chil-
dren by depriving them of 
a place to play and learn, 
they will also force many 
parents to choose between 
their jobs and staying home 
to provide childcare.”

The seven Beacon 
programs to be shut down 
included Queens’ Samuel 
Field Y, at MS 158 in Bay-

side, and Forest Hills’ 
Queens Community House, 
at JHS 190, along with the 
Tottenville High School 
Jewish Community Center 
of Staten Island, the Phipps 
Community Development 
at IS 192 in the Bronx, Heart 
Share Human Services at IS 
259 in Brooklyn, the Stan-
ley M. Isaacs Neighborhood 
Center at PS 198 in Manhat-
tan and Hudson Guild at 
MS 414 in Manhattan.

In a letter to the 
mayor, Avella urged the 
reconsideration of the Bea-
con Program, but with a 
creative twist. In protest 
of Bloomberg’s recent pro-
posal to ban large sugary 
drinks in select city eater-
ies, the senator offered the 
after-school programs as a 
worthy alternative.

“I urge you to restore 
funding to the Beacon 
Program, which by pro-
viding after-school and 
summer school activities, 

gives hardworking par-
ents, many of whom have 
no other option, the ability 
to keep their children in a 
safe, healthy and depend-
able environment,” Avella 
wrote in the letter.

Campaign for Children 
spokeswoman Michelle 
Yanche said the potential 
closure was only the tip of 
the iceberg.

“These cuts mean 
thousands of young peo-
ple left without the safe, 
educational environments 
that help them succeed in 
school, and thousands of 
parents forced to quit their 
jobs or leave their children 
home alone,” Yanche said.

Out of 81 Beacon pro-
grams currently running 
in New York City, MS 158 
at 46-35 Oceania St. in Bay-
side, was chosen as one 
of the potential closures 
based upon the area’s socio-
economic needs.

Pols persistent in battle to save seven city Beacons

Youngsters Irving Estevez (l.-r., front row), Ariana Rodriguez and 
Bryanna Shulman rally against proposed cuts to Beacon pro-
grams, including the one they attend at MS 158 in Bayside.

Bell Blvd. bustles with Bayside biz at BID arts fair
Executive Director Lyle Sclair celebrates group’s fi rst street event since his appointment in April

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Vendors, local businesses, 
shoppers and even some high-
kicking martial artists packed 
41st Avenue near the Long Is-
land Rail Road station Saturday 
for the Bayside Village Business 
Improvement District’s summer 
arts fair.

“It’s a great opportunity for 
the community — not only from 
Bayside, but people from all over 
Queens — to see what Bell Boule-
vard has to offer,” said state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), who 
added that visitors to his office 
often schedule lunchtime meet-
ings. “Whenever people visit my 
office, they always say what great 
restaurants we have on Bell.”

“This really kicks things 
off,” said BID Executive Director 
Lyle Sclair, who is focusing on 
the organization’s annual meet-
ing July 16 and a “Roll Up the 
Gates” event, where prospective 
tenants will get an opportunity to 
tour available retail space on Bell 

Boulevard.
Sclair said the point of the 

festival was to increase foot traf-
fic along the shopping corridor, 
pointing to the recent opening of 
Bare Burger near 43rd Avenue 
and the plan for D’Alessandro’s 
Corner Grill on the corner of 

Bell and 40th Avenue as proof the 
strategy was working.

“These places are starting to 
be rented, and what’s important 
is that all these places are hir-
ing,” he said.

Shoppers perused tents for 
items, such as sterling silver 

jewelry and semi-precious gem 
stones from Rosanna Jewels and 
nuts, dried fruits and trail mixes 
sold by Steve Krystall.

“It was a little slow this 
morning, but hopefully people 
will come out,” he said, adding 
that every festival he attends has 
its idiosyncrasies. “For the life of 
me I can’t figure out why different 
things sell in different places.”

Cinnamon almonds appeared 
to be popular with Baysiders.

Melinda Yellin, a trainer 
from the Bell Plaza Sports Club 
south of Northern Boulevard, 
was offering free body composi-
tion measuring and free, three-
day passes.

“I think it’s a great opportu-
nity to get the word out on health 
and fitness,” she said, adding 
she agreed with Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s plan to limit the size 
of sugary drinks that can be sold 
in city restaurants. “Soda is poi-
son. I’d rather see a person eat a 
piece of cake. I think it’s great, 
anything to reduce the amount of 

sugar.”
City Councilman Dan Hal-

loran (R-Whitestone) was on hand 
to offer a few words of praise for 
the BID.

“It’s fantastic. It’s another 
great job by the Bayside BID. It’s 
always evolving, and it really 
shows how the BID and business-
es are working together,” he said.

A crowd even gathered 
to watch Julio Arce and Kelly 
Chan, trainers from the Tiger 
Schulmann’s mixed-martial arts 
school, demonstrate their moves.

Lena Kuliyev came with her 
husband, Roman, and two young 
daughters, Nicole and Ilana, from 
Bay Terrace. They stopped by Art 
Hand Made, which sells brace-
lets, ornamental animals and 
dream catchers made by Marina 
Costeneda’s grandparents in Ec-
uador.

Ilana poured over the selec-
tion for a few minutes, finally set-
tling on a little ornamental bug.

“Pink’s my favorite color!” 
she shouted excitedly.

Kelly Chan (top), from Tiger Schulmann’s, shows off martial arts moves with 
Julio Arce. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY STEVE MOSCO
  
Birdwatchers and 

animal enthusiasts have 
flocked to the Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge since 1972 
— and now an elected offi-
cial seeks to honor the man 
who helped establish it.

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner 
(R-Middle Village) an-
nounced legislation to re-
name the visitor center 
at the Wildlife Refuge af-
ter former state Sen. and 
wildlife advocate James L. 
Buckley.

“Today, I would like 
to announce that I plan to 
introduce a piece of legisla-
tion that will honor a man 
who was pivotal in making 
this park a reality, by nam-
ing the Jamaica Bay Wild-
life Refuge Visitor Center 
the ‘James L. Buckley Visi-
tor Center,’” Turner said in 
front of the center in Broad 
Channel Tuesday. “Sen. 
Buckley was a proud Amer-
ican and a true public ser-
vant, serving at the highest 

levels in all three branches 
of government as well as 
the United States Navy.”

Following his election 
to the Senate in 1970, Buck-
ley spent much of his time 
working with Sen. Jacob 
Javits on the legislation 
that would create the Gate-
way National Recreation 
Area, an area of more than 

26,000 acres in the city that 
stretches to Sandy Hook, 
N.J. 

“Besides his approach 
to the economy, another 
area Sen. Buckley was pas-
sionate about was environ-
mental conservation and 
his love of bird watching,” 
said Turner, noting that 
the senator specifically 

mentioned the “wildlife 
preserve in Jamaica Bay” 
when speaking on behalf 
of the bill on the Senate 
floor on Oct. 14, 1972. “I am 
proud to have the opportu-
nity to introduce this bill 
that will honor a man who 
not only served his state 
and his country with great 
pride, but who also had the 

vision to create this amaz-
ing park for us to enjoy and 
share with our future gen-
erations.”

According to Buckley’s 
six children, the senator 
was committed to wildlife 
protection, in particular 
the 325 species of birds that 
fly through the area as part 
of the Atlantic Migratory 
Flyway.

“This would be a won-
derful and appropriate 
honor for our father,” his 
six children said in a fam-
ily statement. “His love of 
nature, and birds in par-
ticular, is well-known, and 
helping create the preserve 
was one of the great privi-
leges he had serving in the 
Senate.”

Buckley, the brother 
of National Review founder 
William F. Buckley Jr., was 
elected to the U.S. Senate in 
1970 running on the Con-
servative Party ticket and 
served until 1977. He re-
mains the only person nom-
inated exclusively by the 

Conservative Party to have 
been elected to statewide 
office in New York, defeat-
ing Republican incumbent 
Charles Goodell and Demo-
crat Richard Ottinger in a 
three-way race, according 
to National Review Online.

Area residents and 
community leaders  Tom 
Long, the Queens Conser-
vative Party chairman 
and a member of Commu-
nity Board 14, and Herbert 
Stupp, the former commis-
sioner at the city Depart-
ment for the Aging, said 
the importance of the park 
could not be understated.

“It is fitting and over-
due that our former sena-
tor is recognized for his 
leadership,” said Stupp. 
“I look forward to join-
ing Congressman Turner 
when we unveil a new sign 
in Broad Channel, reading 
the ‘James L. Buckley Visi-
tor Center’ at the Jamaica 
Bay Wildlife Refuge.”

Turner targets center to take senator’s name

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (c.), joined by Tom Long and Herbert Stupp, says he wants to rename the Jamaica 
Bay Wildlife Refuge visitor center after former Sen. James L. Buckley. Photo by Steve Mosco

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
A deal to save a histor-

ic Maspeth building is on 
the table but far from done.

Officials from the Ju-
niper Park Civic Associa-
tion met with the Vander 
Ende-Onderdonk House in 
Ridgewood to discuss erect-
ing St. Saviour’s Church on 
the house’s grounds and us-
ing it as event space.

But a representative 
from the Onderdonk House 
said despite published re-
ports stating otherwise, a 
final agreement is not like-
ly to come soon.

“It’s not a done deal by 
any means,” said Virgina 
Comber, director of the On-
derdonk House. “We won’t 
be pushed into anything 
that is not appropriate for 
the grounds.”

Comber said Onder-
donk representatives met 
with Juniper more than a 
month ago and still need to 
see a schematic plan before 

moving forward with the 
discussions.

“If the plans are not 
appropriate, we will not do 
it,” she said.

Bob Holden, president 
of the Juniper Park Civic 
Association, said he met 
with board members at the 
house because he believes 

rebuilding the church at 
Onderdonk would be a win-
win for both sides.

“There’s a nice piece 
of land in the back where 
the church could sit up on a 
hill,” said Holden. “We don’t 
think it will conflict with 
the Dutch colonial house — 
plus, it would cover an old 

factory that’s currently vis-
ible from the grounds. We 
think it’s a perfect fit.”

Holden said he needs a 
model of his vision to show 
that the 1847 church would 
fit the grounds — a model 
that would cost close to 
$7,000.

The Onderdonk House 

currently raises a tent on 
the proposed site for wed-
dings and other events. 
Holden said St. Saviour’s 
could provide space for such 
occasions, but in a historic 
setting with character.

“All summer long 
they have a large tent on 
the grounds for weddings 
and fund-raisers,” he said. 
“If the church was on the 
grounds, there would be no 
need for the tent. This could 
be truly beneficial for both 
sides.”

But besides the Onder-
donk board’s reservations 
about the plan, there are 
some obstacles that could 
block the church’s move. 
The Onderdonk House sits 
on landmarked property 
and building anything on 
such land could prove dif-
ficult.

Holden said he would 
have to make a presenta-
tion to the city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
to show that St. Saviour’s 

would not alter Onder-
donk’s historic land in an 
intrusive way.

“Nothing is easy here, 
but if we took no for an an-
swer the church would nev-
er have been saved in the 
first place,” said Holden. 
“You’ve got to fight beyond 
the first no and beyond the 
first 10 nos.”

St. Saviour’s Church 
was built in 1847 in the Car-
penter Gothic style by re-
nowned architect Richard 
Upjohn, who also designed 
Trinity Church in Lower 
Manhattan. It is currently 
dismantled in storage con-
tainers at a Maspeth truck-
ing company.

The Vander Ende-On-
derdonk House was origi-
nally constructed in the 
mid-to-late-18th century by 
Dutch settlers.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

If the Juniper Park Civic Association gets its way, the Onderdonk House could host a historic Maspeth 
church.

Group hopes St. Saviour’s will rise again after land deal
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149-13 14th Ave. Whitestone, NY 11357
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A non surgical treatment for counteracting 
the effects of time & gravity on your skin 

in as little as 30-60 minutes.

AN UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE 

Noninvasive Uplifting 
Ultrasound Procedure

Irene Schulman, M.D.

35-20 90th St. (Bet. 35th & 37th Ave.)
www.ireneschulmanmdpc.com

Post-Treatment: 120 Days
(2nd Treatment)

Pre-Treatment Post-Treatment: 120 DaysPre-Treatment
*All Technologists are Licensed & Insured. Performed Under the 

Supervision of a Licensed & Board Certifi ed Physician.

718.267.0510Free Evaluation Consultation Seminar 

BY PHIL CORSO

Author Paul Volponi 
said he talks to young read-
ers throughout the country, 
but especially likes visiting 
the students at Bayside’s 
Cardozo High School.

“I really enjoy all they 
do here,” Volponi said. 
“They put on a good show. 
It’s clear they work so 
hard.”

Upon entering the 
school’s library, at 57-00 
223rd St., for his second an-
nual visit, the Astoria writ-
er, journalist and teacher 
said he was surprised to 
see how much time the stu-
dents put into understand-
ing his work. The walls 
were lined with poster-
sized projects showcasing 
the high schoolers’ reading 
comprehension.

School Reading Spe-
cialist Nancy Orenz said 
she invited the author for 
a second visit to organize 
a simulation book chat for 

the students, who spent the 
year reading and studying 
two of his novels. The au-
thor fielded questions from 
students while at the same 
time working to send along 
his core message that any-
one can write.

“By meeting an author 
they’ve studied, the stu-
dents can actually discuss 
and understand different 
literary elements,” Orenz 
said. “We do this for the 
kids.”

Volponi is the au-
thor of 11 novels for young 
adults often read in high 
school and middle school 
English classes around the 
country.

Close to 30 freshmen 
and sophomores read two 
of Volponi’s books and con-
verged for the author’s visit 
to have their questions an-
swered. After the presenta-
tion and questions portion, 
the author raffled off books 
for students and signed cop-
ies of his work for the win-

ners.
“I liked reading his 

work,” said ninth-grade 
student Jillian Maldonado. 
“His writing takes other 
peoples’ perspectives and 
brings them together, which 
influenced how I approach 
reading and writing.”

Student teacher Jen-

nifer Peña said that by lis-
tening to an author speak 
about books they have al-
ready read, students could 
learn new ways to navigate 
through a novel.

“We wanted the kids to 
be engaged with the stories 
they read and relate them to 
their own lives,” she said.

Tenth-grader Chris-
tine Bernert read “Black 
and White,” the story of two 
friends, one black and one 
white, who face different 
outcomes from making the 
same mistake. She said the 
author wrote in such a way 
that made her reconsider 
the purpose of the craft.

“The way he wrote 
the book made it all very 
mysterious and made you 
think,” Bernert said. “In 
the end, it made me want to 
write more.”

And that is all Volponi 
said he hoped to achieve by 
familiarizing the students 
with his stories.

“I like to show the stu-
dents that writing is some-
thing anyone can do. I want 
them to feel close to it,” Vol-
poni said. “I want to show 
them how you can take 
things in your life and ap-
ply them to your writing.”

While taking ques-
tions on his books from stu-
dents, Volponi would stop 
and marvel at the differ-
ent angles the kids would 
take when interpreting his 
story.

“It really is interesting 
to hear how students bring 
their own lives into their 
interpretations of books,” 
he said.

Author Paul Volponi (l.) signs copies of his different novels, which teachers at Bayside’s Cardozo High 
School included in their curriculum. Photo by Phil Corso

Cardozo HS talks books with Astoria author
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“The roundups of Can-
ada geese in New York City 
are financed by taxpayers 
and conducted by a federal 
agency in city parks, which 
are community spaces,” 
said David Karopkin, of 
GooseWatch NYC. “The 
public has a right to trans-
parency of governmental 
operations, and at a mini-
mum to view video docu-
mentation of the treatment 
of Canada geese during the 
roundups in order to judge 
for themselves whether 
they support such extreme 
measures. An observer 
should be allowed to attend 
the roundup and removal 
operations.”

Members of the group 
plan to document goose 
roundups in more than 
15 city parks, including 
Brookville, Bowne, Baisley 
Pond, Kissena and Spring-
field parks in Queens; In-
wood Hill, Morningside, 
Riverside and Central 
parks in Manhattan; East 
River State Park in Brook-
lyn; ; and Willowbrook and 
Clove Lake parks in Staten 
Island.

Edita Birnkrant, 
the New York director of 
Friends of Animals, an ani-
mal advocacy group, said 
she plans to do more than 

just document the removal 
of geese from area parks.

“The position of 
Friends of Animals is a 
bit different from Goose-
Watch because I am per-
sonally willing to disrupt 
and prevent the USDA from 
completing the roundups 
at Brookville Park, or any 
other park where I witness 
a roundup occurring,” she 
said, adding she would use 
noisemakers to thwart the 
roundups. “I would not sit 
idly by while my tax dollars 
enabled a brutal and sense-
less attack on a species of 
wildlife that should be pro-
tected in our parks.”

U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand (D-N.Y.) recently in-
troduced federal legislation 
that would expedite the re-
moval of Canada geese from 
the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge near JFK. 

The geese would be re-
moved during their molting 
period — between June and 
August — when the birds 
lose their feathers and can-
not fly. According to Carol 
Bannerman, public affairs 
specialist for the USDA 
wildlife services, removal 
of geese could involve lethal 
procedures such as shoot-
ing or gassing the animals.

“There is simply no 
reason to slaughter these 
animals,” said Birnkrant. 
“The city could modify the 
habitat so that it is not as 
attractive to geese. They 

can take preventative mea-
sures to ensure the safety 
of both airplane passengers 
and geese.”

Birnkrant also said a 
trash transfer station cur-
rently being built in the 
flight path of LaGuardia 
Airport flies in the face 
of safety, as it will attract 
birds and place airline pas-
sengers at risk.

“They are going to at-
tract birds with that gar-
bage dump,” she said, re-
ferring to the North Shore 
Marine Transfer Station. 
“Lawmakers are talking 
out of both sides of their 
mouth.”

Last month, Capt. Ches-
ley “Sully” Sullenberger, 
the US Airways pilot who 
safely guided a passenger 
plane into the Hudson Riv-
er following a bird strike in 
2009, lent his voice to a ra-
dio ad campaign denounc-
ing the construction of the 
trash transfer station.

Neither Gillibrand’s of-
fice nor the USDA returned 
requests for comment as of 
press time.

Wilhelmina Kelly, of 
Springfield Gardens, was 
walking in Brookville Park 
with her friend Anthony 
Wilkins when a Goose-
Watch member handed her 
a flier explaining the poten-
tial goose roundups.

“It’s so unfair,” she 
said. “This is the bird’s 
habitat. It’s like a trap.”

Continued from Page 1

Geese
Elmhurst and parts of 
Woodside, Jackson Heights 
and Corona.

SCA has funding for 
5,191 seats for six schools 
and one school addition in 
the neighborhoods as well 
as three other projects that 
do not have locations. The 
district still needs funds 
for 1,905 seats.

District 30, another 
crowded district that in-
cludes Astoria, Long Island 
City, East Elmhurst and 
parts of Jackson Heights, 
Corona and Woodside, has 
2,963 funded seats across 
three new schools, one ad-
dition and three projects 
that do not yet have a loca-
tion.

Some of these seats 
have already been used 
through PS 280, formerly 
a Catholic school called 
Blessed Sacrament, which 
has been adding seats ev-
ery year. The district needs 
funding for 1,378 seats.

The borough’s high 
schools also have a great 

need for seats. SCA plans 
to add 1,473 seats at IS/HS 
404, a middle/high school 
in Long Island City, and 
an annex to Richmond Hill 
High School, and also has 
funds for 2,283 seats that do 
not yet have a location.

District 25, which en-
compasses Flushing, Col-
lege Point, Bay Terrace, 
Murray Hill, Beechhurst, 
Willets Point, Queensboro 
Hill, Kew Gardens Hills 
and Pomonok, has funding 
for 1,720 seats, although 
only 232 of them have a lo-
cation: an addition to PS 
29. The rest will be in three 
separate projects. The dis-
trict needs 1,201 additional 
seats for which the SCA 
does not have funding.

The children of Rego 
Park, Forest Hills, Kew 
Gardens, Jamaica, Briar-
wood and Springfield Gar-
dens will be getting another 
833 seats at PS/IS 314, but 
District 28 still needs a spot 
for 350 funded seats and has 
812 that need funds.

District 29, which 
encompasses Queens Vil-
lage, Cambria Heights, 
St. Albans, Laurelton, 
Brookdale, Rosedale and 

parts of Jamaica Estates, 
has funds for 1,088 seats. 
Of these, 379 will be in the 
new PS 334 and the rest will 
be spread out between two 
projects without a location. 
The district needs funding 
for another 1,084 seats.

The other remaining 
districts have full fund-
ing for their new seats, al-
though not all of them have 
sites. District 27, which en-
compasses Howard Beach, 
Linwood, Ozone Park, 
South Ozone Park, Rich-
mond Hill, Woodhaven, 
Broad Channel and the 
Rockaways, has funding 
for 832 seats, split evenly 
between the new PS 316 and 
a project set for the Howard 
Beach-Linwood area with-
out a site.

District 26, which in-
cludes Bayside, Little Neck 
and Douglaston and is the 
highest performing district 
in the city, has funding for 
416 new seats, but those 
seats do not have a site. 

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.
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Citing apparent at-

tempts to beat the system, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) criticized the city 
Department of Finance, ac-
cusing it of allowing delin-
quent property owners who 
failed to pay their property 
taxes to remove their prop-
erties from the annual tax 
lien sale by submitting 
fraudulent checks.

According to Avella, 
property owners have ex-
ploited the system by know-
ingly submitting checks 
that later bounced, remov-
ing them from the annual 
tax lien sale. He said Fi-
nance had no means of 

detecting such an act and 
only enacted a $20 penalty 
for the bounced checks.

Additionally, Avella 
said he took issue with the 
payment plans Finance 
would organize with the ap-
parently negligent property 
owners without requiring a 
down payment. The forsak-
en land, Avella said, eventu-
ally becomes an eyesore in 
the surrounding communi-
ties when property owners 
fail to pay the taxes due.

A Finance representa-
tive said the department 
was looking into the issue 
and considering ways to al-
leviate the supposed fraud-
ulent activities.

“The fact that the De-

partment of Finance is let-
ting these negligent proper-
ty owners game the system 

is unacceptable,” Avella 
said. “Every year the city is 
being cheated out of much 

needed property tax rev-
enue.”

The senator said he col-
lected the information with 
help from his Abandoned 
Property Tax Force, which 
researches abandoned 
properties that might need 
to be addressed.

In response, Avella 
introduced legislation in 
the Senate to force the city 
to require payment of de-
linquent charges by certi-
fied check or money order, 
eliminating the bouncing 
check schemes. The bill 
would also require a 20 per-
cent down payment for any 
proposed installment plan, 
Avella said.

“Something’s got to 

give, whether it is internal 
or through support for this 
legislation,” Avella said.

Avella highlighted 
three Whitestone proper-
ties whose owners owe tens 
of thousands of dollars in 
property taxes after years 
of failing to pay them, zon-
ing in on houses at 149-35 
12th Ave., 149-43 12th Ave. 
and 24-19 Francis Lewis 
Blvd. All three owners had 
submitted checks to re-
move themselves from the 
annual tax lien sale, all of 
which ultimately bounced 
as many as three times, 
Avella said.

The property owners 
could not be reached for 
comment.

State Sen. Tony Avella accuses the Department of Finance 
of failing to adequately regulate property owners who 
haven’t paid their property taxes. Photo by Phil Corso

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

Avella asks city to end property tax lien fraud
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