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Queens Dems 
hail 5-4 vote 

on health care
GOP’s Turner vows to fi ght decision

BY TIMESLEDGER STAFF

The U.S. Supreme Court up-
held nearly all of President Ba-
rack Obama’s controversial Af-
fordable Care Act last Thursday 
and, depending on who you asked 
in Queens, the decision was either 
great news or a source of stress 
and uncertainty.

On the political front, the 5-4 
decision to uphold the measure 
gave Obama, the Democratic Par-
ty and its representatives from 
Queens a reason to celebrate.

“We worked 
to put an end to 
runaway premium 
increases and arbi-
trary coverage de-
nials, to improve and strengthen 
Medicare and to create options 
for individuals and small busi-
nesses to purchase quality and 
affordable insurance,” said U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights), who heads the Queens 
Democrats. “I am pleased that 
today our hard work was vali-
dated.”

The ruling was a major blow 
to Republicans, who were par-
ticularly stung by the inclusion of 
conservative Chief Justice John 
Roberts Jr. in the majority opin-

ion.
Crowley wasted no time in 

rubbing salt in the wounds of 
the GOP, urging the party not to 
waste time trying to repeal the 
law but instead focus on repair-
ing the economy.

But attempting to repeal 
the act was exactly what the bor-
ough’s lone Republican congress-
man, Rep. Bob Turner (R-Middle 
Village), had in mind.

“Congress has already found 
many mandates in Obamacare 
that would hurt small businesses 

and kill jobs,” he 
said in a statement. 
“Several more 
taxes and burden-
some regulations 

on small businesses are set to go 
into effect in the next two years. 
Congress must now rededicate it-
self to repealing Obamacare and 
replacing it with common-sense 
proposals that will lower health 
care costs for all Americans.”

The news was all the talk in 
Queens, although many in the 
borough were unsure about what 
the ruling would mean for them.

“I already have everything I 
need,” said Behije Ceka, 50, of Au-
burndale, referring to the health 
insurance provided by her job.

Neighbors blast 
Creedmoor for 
area problems

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Residents near the Creed-

moor Psychiatric Campus in 
Bellerose say the state-owned 
property is a magnet for all sorts 
of unwanted visitors and unscru-
pulous activities, and neither the 
police nor campus security can 
seem to get the situation under 
control.

Creedmoor is divided into 
two sections by Union Turnpike, 
with the state Office of Mental 
Health’s psychiatric center in the 
north. The south campus is home 
to a number of different programs 
— some run by various state of-
fices, others by independent non-
profits — many of which provide 
outpatient services to people with 
substance-abuse, psychiatric 
and/or developmental-disability 
issues.

Patricia Luppino lives in 
Country Pointe, a community 
developed about 10 years ago on a 
piece of property purchased from 
the state on the south campus. 
Her home is adjacent to the non-
profit Institute for Community 
Living, which provides support-
ed housing to “chronically and 
persistently mentally ill adult 
populations, many of whom are 
referred from state psychiatric 
centers [Creedmoor],” according 
to its website.

Luppino said she has had to 
put up with rocks being thrown 
at her house and men urinating 
against the institute’s building, 
and even once saw a man expose 
himself to a woman.

“It’s awful,” she said. “I can’t 
use my backyard.”

Neighbors tell stories of 

SEA OF BLUE
More than 800 new police officers took part in a graduation ceremo-
ny at St. John’s University. Officials said the graduates completed more 
than six months of training at the Police Academy and will be assigned 
to Operation Impact, which places officers in high-crime areas. See 
more photos on Page 28. Photo by Christina Santucci 

Continued on Page 15

Impact on Queens
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
A 24-year-old man 

was killed by gunfire in 
the Queens neighborhood 
where he lived early Satur-
day, police said.

Travis Adams was 
found in a driveway on 
212th Street near 104th 
Ave. in Queens Village at 
4:45 a.m. with three bullet 
wounds, police said, after 
a 911 call alerted them to 
the shooting. According to 
the cops, Adams lived just 
steps away from where he 
was killed.

Adams had been shot 
twice in the torso and once 
in the shoulder, according 
to police, and EMS took 
him to Long Island Jewish 
Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead.

Police tape surrounded 
the residence and a police 
officer from the 105th Pre-
cinct parked at the corner 
of 104th Avenue and 212th 
Street, keeping area resi-
dents out walking dogs on 
the hot summer day from 
wandering into the crime 
scene.

“Can I walk through 
here?” asked Martin Lan-
dell while walking his dog, 
Salty. “I thought this was 
a good neighborhood, not 
great, but not bad either.”

The afternoon follow-
ing the shooting, neighbors 
were mostly unaware that 
any incident had occurred 
early that morning.

Herman Morrison, 
who lives nearby, said he 
had the air conditioner 
running all night and did 

not hear the gunshots or 
any commotion at all.

“I didn’t know any-
thing happened until I saw 
the police tape this morn-
ing,” said Morrison, who 
has lived in the Queens 
Village neighborhood since 
1991 but did not know the 
victim. “It’s crazy. This is a 
pretty quiet neighborhood. 
When I saw the [police] 
tape, I didn’t think it was 
a shooting. It’s sad that the 
young man died.”

But another neighbor, 
who would only give her 
name as Sheila, gave a dif-
ferent view of the neighbor-
hood she believes is not as 
safe and quiet as it once 
was.

“There are more and 
more questionable types 
of people hanging around 
here lately. I don’t know 
the victim, so I can’t talk 
about his character, but the 
vibe here has been getting 
worse,” she said, adding 

she would like to see more 
police patrols in the area. 
“No one deserves to be shot 
like that in the street and 
left for dead. I’m praying 
for the family.”

The victim’s dis-
traught family chose not to 
comment on the shooting, 
but one young man walk-
ing from the victim’s house 
asked for “prayers and pri-
vacy.”

There were no sus-
pects as of late Monday and 
police had not made any 
arrests yet in the ongoing 
investigation. Anyone with 
information about this inci-
dent is asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Cookbook author Mar-

tha Rose Shulman contrib-
uted to a New York Times 
article in May touting garlic 
scapes — the green, curling 
tops of the garlic plant — 
but noted she would have to 
wait to provide any recipes 
 because her local farmers 
market did not carry them.

“Next year, when I’m 
ready to write my now-an-
nual green garlic column, 
I’ll look hard for scapes so I 
can include some recipes,” 
she wrote.

Fortunately for Ja-
maica shoppers, Alex’s To-
mato Farm, out of  Carlisle, 
N.Y., had a crate overflow-
ing with scapes when the 
Jamaica Farmers’ Market 
opened for the summer on 
160th Street last week.

“We have a lot of food 
you wouldn’t find at a su-
permarket,” said Miriam 
Haas, director of the for-
profit Community Mar-
kets, which has been oper-

ating the annual market 
for about 10 years. Prior to 
that, she said, it had been 
run by the Greater Jamaica 
Development Corp. since 
1976, making it one of the 
oldest in the city.

Haas said the Jamaica 
market has items that the 
city’s Greenmarkets gen-
erally do not allow, such 
as the imported nuts from 
Tierra Farm . In addition 
to flavored nuts, the farm 
also offered nut butters in 
flavors such as maple al-
mond, chocolate hazelnut 
and maple cashew.

Nicole Felix stepped 
out from the Bethany 
French Baptist Church, 
just up the street from the 
market,  around noon to do 
a little shopping.

“They’re unsalted, 
and they’re good for your 
blood pressure,” she said 
of the flavored nut butters. 
“They’re unique.”

Migliorelli Farm from 
Tivoli, N.Y., had crates of 

Police tape surrounds the Queens Village house where Travis Adams, 24, was shot and killed. 
Photo by Steve Mosco

Qns Village man shot dead
 24-year-old found with three bullet wounds in nearby driveway

Farmers’ market 
returns to Jamaica

Manager Malini Rampersad shows off the wooden tokens shoppers 
get when they use their food stamp benefits at the Jamaica Farmers’ 
Market. Photo by Rich Bockmann

It’s crazy. This 
is a pretty quiet 
neighborhood.

Herman Morrison
Queens Village residents

Continued on Page 15
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MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

UNIVERSAL 

C.N.A. Stateboard Testing Onsite

Employment Opportunities In Nursing
Homes Hospitals & Medical Offices

COME JOIN US TODAY FOR 
CAREER TRAINING IN:

Nurse Assistant/Aide (CNA)
Patient Care Technician

   (Ekg+Phlebotomy)
Medical Laboratory Technician
Medical Assistant
Physical Therapy Aide

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPT. ESTABLISHED SINCE 1993 

DAY, EVENING & WEEKEND CLASSES, EZ PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE

718-739-6768
718-739-3258
718-739-9145

P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.

105th Precinct’s top cops bagged burglar: Courtesis
With summer heating up, commanding offi cer looks toward tackling house parties and fi reworks 
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Officer Francisco Lu-
ciano and Sgt. Jonathan 
Cermeli were honored as 
the 105th Precinct’s Cops 
of the Month for May last 
week.

At around 2 a.m. May 
17, the two officers respond-
ed to a call of a burglary at a 
home in Laurelton, Deputy 
Inspector Joseph Courtesis 
said at the precinct’s com-
munity council meeting 
June 27.

When they entered the 
completely dark house, they 
found a 16-year-old boy in-
side, with a screwdriver in 
one hand and a pocket full 
of the homeowner’s jew-
elry, Courtesis said. The 
teenager was arrested and 
locked up,  facing a $100,000 
bail request, the command-
ing officer said.

“The reason for the 

high bail was how we were 
able to link him to other 
things going on,” Courtesis 
explained.  

Despite what Courtesis 
called some good arrests, 
burglaries were up 30 per-
cent in the 28-day period 
ending June 17.

“Burglaries go down 
in Laurelton, and then they 
start to pick up in Queens 
Village,” he said. “We’re 
seeing a spike in Rosedale 
now.”

Grand larcenies were 
down close to 15 percent, 
though thefts of autos were 
up close to 14 percent. Cour-
tesis said there have been 
about 10 stolen motorcycles 
so far this year, which he 
believed are being shipped 
out of the country.

“They’re being tak-
en out of a driveway and 
thrown in the back of a 
minivan,” he said. “Coinci-

dentally, I get a call about a 
stolen minivan.”

Another problem 
police expect to persist 
throughout the summer is 
that of house parties. Cour-
tesis said his noise-control 
unit had been to more than 
150 house parties in 28 
days, many of which had 
more than 300 people in at-
tendance. Due to the size of 
the parties, he said he has 
to dedicate significant re-
sources to break them up.

“One really big party 
can put my whole unit out 
of commission,” he said. 
“It’s a constant battle for 
us.”

One resident said she 
can have up to four parties 
on her block at the same 
time, which means hav-
ing to deal with cars triple 
parked in the street and in 
homeowners’ driveways.

Courtesis said he an-
ticipated having a rough 
time around the Fourth of 
July holiday with parties 
and illegal fireworks. Both 
are much easier to deal 
with before they happen, 
and Courtesis urged com-
munity members to contact 
the precinct with informa-
tion they have on either.

The 105th set up a 
Twitter account, @105com-
council, which will distrib-
ute tips as well as alert fol-
lowers to crime trends.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Officer Francisco Luciano 
(l.) accepts the Cop of the 
Month Award for himself and 
Sgt. Jonathan Cermeli from 
105th Precinct Commanding 
Officer Joseph Courtesis (r.). 

Photo by Rich Bockmann
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BY TIMESLEDGER STAFF

Queens residents and 
businesses owners largely 
lauded the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision to pre-
serve the president’s health 
care program, but when 
it came down to how the 
ruling would affect them, 
many still had unanswered 
questions .

Lawmakers in the city 
hailed the 5-4 decision last 
Thursday, which was made 
all the more surprising by 
the inclusion of Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts Jr. in the 
majority.

As City Comptroller 
John Liu saw it, the presi-
dent’s health care measure 
will have a profound effect 
on the 1 million New York-
ers who are currently unin-
sured.

“New Yorkers will 
now benefit from increased 
access to primary and pre-
ventive care, added help in 
finding and using insur-

ance coverage and an over-
all focus on spending our 
health care dollars more 
wisely,” Liu said.

Enthusiasm echoed 
elsewhere in the borough 
for days after the ruling.

Michael Lutton, 29, of 
Sunnyside said it was about 
time America got its act to-
gether.

“I’m very happy it was 
upheld. It’s the right thing 
to do,” he said. “It’s shame-
ful that more people weren’t 
insured.”

But other residents 
said they resented having 
another tax dipping into 
their income.

“Basically it’s just an-
other tax burden, a burden 
for insuring other people 
who may not want it but 
are forced to take it or can’t 
afford it themselves,” said 
Eric Jaklitsch, 44, who 
works in Bayside.

The White House 
posted a list of the law’s 
benefits that would affect a 

wide variety of Americans. 
For families, children can 
no longer be denied health 
care because of a pre-exist-
ing condition. In addition, 
state insurance exchanges 
will be set up so anyone 
interested in purchasing 
a plan can compare more 

options at what the White 
House assured would be 
lower prices.

Obama’s individual 
mandate, the requirement 
that every American meet-
ing certain income levels 
purchase insurance, was 
the thorniest portion of the 

law and the source of much 
contention from conserva-
tives.

But the mandate, 
along with nearly all of the 
law, except for a provision 
that required states to ex-
pand Medicaid programs, 
seemed to survive the 

court’s scrutiny, although 
the 193-page decision will 
be pored over in the com-
ing days.

Under the law, certain 
businesses would have to 
provide health care to their 
employees, although the 
government estimates that 
it would only apply to about 
0.2 percent of existing com-
panies in the country, since 
any organization with less 
than 50 employees would be 
exempt.

Kenneth Buettner, the 
third-generation owner of 
York Scaffold Equipment 
Corp. in Long Island City, 
believes the legislation 
may be beneficial on a so-
cial level but could hurt 
commerce.

He, like many New 
York businesses, already 
provides health care for his 
employees, but it is rising 
at a rapid pace. His current 
insurance policy costs may 
climb by as much as 17 per-

The U.S. Supreme Court upheld most of President Barack Obama’s Affordable Care Act in its landmark 
ruling. AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais

BY REBECCA HENELY

Do jurors who regu-
larly watch the television 
show “CSI” have warped 
expectations for what evi-
dence can and should be 
collected, thereby hurting 
prosecutors’ chances to 
convict criminals?

Marjory Fisher, chief 
of the Queens district attor-
ney’s office’s Special Vic-
tims Bureau, attempted to 
answer the question when 
she spoke to a group of sex-
ual assault forensic exam-
iners, who collect evidence 
from a victim who has been 
raped, and social workers 
at Elmhurst Hospital Cen-
ter June 27.

Fisher’s talk centered 
around how the hit crime 

show and its numerous 
spin-offs, which revolve 
around forensic scientists 
solving crimes, blur scien-
tific fact with science fic-
tion. At the same time she 
stressed the importance of 
SAFE examiners and social 
workers in convicting rap-
ists and other criminals.

“It’s a fascinating sub-
ject, and it’s something that 
worried me for a long time,” 
Fisher said.

Fisher said prosecu-
tors have long wondered 
about how shows like “CSI” 
and “Law & Order” have 
affected jurors’ views on 
what evidence should or 
must be available to convict 
someone. She said these 
shows sometimes portray 
false or ludicrous ways of 

collecting evidence, such 
as identifying a killer from 
the picture of the reflection 
in a victim’s eye or finding 
the blood of a criminal in a 
mosquito.

She said one show 
also portrayed an infant 
showing the symptoms of 
Shaken Baby Syndrome a 
week and a half after being 
shaken, even though the ef-
fects of such an assault are 
immediate.

“I find them really ag-
gravating,” Fisher said of 
the shows, “because a lot of 
times they manipulate the 
facts to the story they want 
to tell.”

But more pervasive are 
the mistaken assumptions 
that science can solve every 

Queens prosecutor analyzes
how TV’s ‘CSI’ affects jurors

League eyes Queens park 
for soccer stadium project

BY JOE ANUTA

A nationwide soccer league is hoping 
to build a new stadium in Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, which already has some 
lawmakers cheering.

Major League Soccer, which currently 
oversees 19 teams across the country, is 
looking to anchor another franchise in New 
York City, according to a spokeswoman.

“We are thrilled about the prospect of 
being in Queens and bringing the world’s 
sport to the world’s park,” she said. “We 
are in exploratory discussions with the city 
and with Queens officials and look forward 
to working with the community to build a 
world-class soccer facility for all to enjoy.”

The proposed stadium would hold be-
tween 20,000 to 25,000 people, about half 
the capacity of Citi Field, and would be at 
the current site of the Pool of Industry, a 
dilapidated fountain from the 1964 World’s 
Fair in the northeast section of the park.

Any proposal to build a stadium there 

would need to go through the city’s land 
review procedure, which involves a vote 
in the City Council. But because the site is 

Mirodis Manaridis (r.) plays soccer with his 
6-year-old son Stefanos in Crochern Park on 
Memorial Day, a pasttime many in Queens enjoy 
according to a state lawmaker keen on seeing a 
professional team in the borough.

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40Continued on Page 40

Obamacare still confounds boro business
Firms wary over hiring and regulations as residents weigh impact of court ruling on their lives
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Arbitrator decides plan violates contract, Bloomberg vows to appeal 

BY RICH BOCKMANN

An arbitrator ruled 
last week that Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s contro-
versial plan to close seven 
Queens high schools was 
in violation of the teachers 
union’s collective bargain-
ing agreement, though the 
city has vowed to challenge 
the ruling in the courts.

The city Panel for 
Educational Policy voted 
in April to replace more 
than half of the teachers at 
24 schools across the city 
and open them under new 
names in September, in-
cluding seven in Queens: 
Newtown High School in 
Elmhurst, Flushing HS, 
August Martin HS in Ja-
maica, Richmond Hill HS, 
John Adams HS in Ozone 
Park, William Cullen Bry-
ant HS in Astoria and Long 
Island City HS.

Arbitrator Scott Buch-
heit ruled Friday that the 
plan violated stipulations 
in the United Federation 
of Teachers’ contract con-
cerning how the city chose 
to remove the teachers from 
those schools.

UFT President Michael 

Mulgrew sent an e-mail to 
union members soon after 
the decision, claiming it 
as a hard-won victory for 
the union in its constant 
struggle with Bloomberg’s 
administration and for stu-
dents as well.

“After months of dif-
ficult litigation, an inde-
pendent arbitrator ruled 
today that the DOE violated 
the UFT and CSA [Council 

of School Supervisors and 
Administrators]  contracts, 
validating our belief that 
the ‘new’ schools the DOE 
claims it was creating were 
in reality not new schools,” 
Mulgrew wrote. “The DOE 
was attempting to remove 
half the staff in each of 
these schools. The arbitra-
tor, Scott Buchheit, ruled 
that all members working 
in these schools in June 

have the right to stay or 
return to their schools in 
September.”

“The arbitrator’s deci-
sion is focused on the ques-
tion of whether or not the 
city’s actions violated our 
contracts,” the  Mulgrew e-
mail continued. “The larg-
er issue, though, is that the 
centerpiece of the DOE’s 
school improvement strat-

An arbitrator has put the breaks on Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s plan to close seven high schools in 
Queens, including August Martin High School.

Meng win shows strong Asian voice
BY JOE ANUTA

 
State Assemblywoman Grace 

Meng (D-Flushing) trounced three 
other U.S. House of Representatives 
hopefuls in a Democratic Party pri-
mary last week with the aid of a size-
able war chest, the backing of the 
Queens Democratic Party and, most 
importantly, a robust Asian vote con-
centrated in downtown Flushing.

Meng is now preparing for a No-
vember general election for the seat 
that begins in Maspeth and Glendale 
in the west, runs through For-
est Hills and Flushing and 
ends up in Bayside in the east.

According to unofficial 
results, Meng picked up 51 percent of 
the vote, and most of that came from 
downtown Flushing in the 22nd As-

sembly District.
In that district alone, Meng 

racked up 4,243 votes, which 
represented one-third of the 
total she received.

The lawmaker enjoyed 
a large funding advantage over her 
opponents and had the support of 
the Queens Democratic machine, but 

Meng also rode a crest of excitement 
in the Chinese community.

If Meng defeats City Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) in the 
general election in November, she 
will become the first Asian-American 
representative in Congress from New 
York state.

And that was a galvanizing force 
behind the robust turnout in heavily 
Asian enclaves like Flushing, accord-
ing to community leaders.

“This is a great victory for the 
Asian-American people,” said Peter 
Tu, head of the Flushing Chinese 
Business Association, headquartered 
on Main Street.

Flushing had already vaulted one 
of its own into citywide office: Comp-
troller John Liu, who was elected in 

Assemblywoman Grace Meng (c.) is sur-
rounded by supporters after declaring vic-
tory in a Democratic primary.

Crowds walk between Citi Field and Willets West, a shopping and 
entertainment complex proposed by Sterling Equities and Related 
Cos., in a rendering of what the project would look like. 

Image courtesy Mayor Michael Bloomberg

Willets bid process
called into question

BY JOE ANUTA

The winners of a bid 
to redevelop Willets Point 
may have had a leg up on 
the competition, although 
the city said the selection 
process was completely un-
biased.

The partnership of 
Sterling Equities and Relat-
ed Cos. submitted the win-
ning design to transform 
the Iron Triangle, which is 
currently without a sewer 
system and basic city ser-
vices, into a hub of retail 
and housing encompass-
ing Citi Field in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.

The mayor unveiled 
the plans at a June 14 break-
fast and touted the proposal 
as “exactly as envisioned 
and approved by the com-
munity and City Council 
back in 2008.”

But there was one com-
ponent of the plan that no 
one had seen before, not 
even the other developers 
who bid on the roughly $3 
billion project.

When the city released 
its request for proposals in 
May 2011, it was seeking 
developers to build in a pre-
cisely defined area along 
126th Street across from 
Citi Field.

The Sterling and Re-
lated plan calls for develop-
ment within the boundar-
ies defined in the RFP, but 
it also features another 1 
million-square-foot retail 
and entertainment block to 
the west of the stadium.

Called Willets West, 

it will be built in the New 
York Mets parking lot on 
land not mentioned as 
available for development 
in the RFP.

People knowledgeable 
of the bidding process who 
did not want to be identi-
fied said no one other than 
Sterling Equities and Relat-
ed Cos. knew development 
to the west of the stadium 
was a possibility.

Sterling Equities is 
owned by the Wilpon fam-
ily, which also owns the 
Mets.

The land where Wil-
lets West is proposed is cur-
rently leased to the Mets 
and thus the Wilpon fam-
ily.

 The city Economic 
Development Corp. said in 
a statement that any of the 
developers competing to 
win the contract could pro-
pose whatever they wanted, 
meaning any extra projects 
were never off the table but 
simply would not be funded 
as part of the redevelop-
ment project.

“As with any RFP, 
respondents can propose 
what they believe to be the 
best project within their 
ability and are free to form 
partnerships to achieve 
that end,” an EDC spokes-
woman said. “The chosen 
proposal fulfills the origi-
nal vision for Willets Point 
and more. We look forward 
to working with the team 
on this historic project.”

Amid questions on 
whether or not develop-

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40
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David and Connie Wood operate the historic Eildon Tweed Farm in West Charlton, New York near Albany.
Established over 200 years ago, this family farm includes a herd of 988 cows and employs 24 people.     

Every day, Elmhurst Dairy purchases milk from
David and Connie and from hundreds of other dairy
farmers across the Empire State. We transport the
milk to our Queens dairy, process it and distribute
it to your neighborhood grocer within 48 hours. 

When you buy milk from Elmhurst Dairy, you’re
getting the freshest milk in New York City, supporting
the city’s only remaining dairy, and preserving New
York family farms. That’s triple good!

Buy local. 
Choose Elmhurst Dairy milk.

Read the story of Eildon Tweed Farm at: http://bit.ly/elmdairy
Follow Elmhurst Dairy at www.facebook.com/NYCDairy

www.elmhurstdairy.com         www.facebook.com/NYCDairy

Local New York Milk.
Farm Fresh and Family Owned.

Buy local.

David Wood with dairy cows at Eildon Tweed Farm.

LIRR to alter schedule for some evening trains
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Construction on the 
East Side Access project 
will force changes in some 
eastbound Long Island Rail 
Road rush hour service for 
as long as one month.

The LIRR said the dis-
ruption of schedules, to be-
gin July 9, will be the result 
of tunneling in Queens.

Some peak evening 
trains will be running on 
two tracks between Penn 
Station and Jamaica in-
stead of three up until Aug. 
17 as a tunnel boring ma-
chine excavates on the bor-
ough side of the East River 
Tunnels and a key switch is 
taken out of service.

The canceled evening 
peak eastbound LIRR 
trains are:

• 4:52 p.m. from Penn 
Station to Babylon. Rid-
ers will be on the 5:03 p.m. 
from Penn Station making 
all stops to Babylon.

• 5:20 p.m. from Penn 
Station to Long Beach. Rid-

ers will be on the 5:23 p.m. 
from Penn Station stopping 
at Jamaica, then all stops to 
Long Beach.

• 5:40 p.m. from Penn 

Station to Seaford. Riders 
will be on the 5:47 p.m. from 
Penn Station, which will 
make all stops from Rock-
ville Centre to Seaford.

The canceled evening 
peak trains with adjusted 
schedules are as follows:

• 5:36 p.m. from Penn 
Station to Babylon, which 

will depart from Penn Sta-
tion one minute later and 
arrive in Babylon two min-
utes later at 6:42 p.m.

• 5:55 p.m. from Penn 

Station to Long Beach will 
arrive at Long Beach one 
minute later at 6:52 p.m.

• 5:59 p.m. from Penn 
Station to Babylon will ar-
rive at Babylon five min-
utes later at 7:04 p.m.

• 6:44 p.m. from Baby-
lon to Patchogue will oper-
ate two minutes later at 7:16 
p.m. as a result of its con-
necting train from Penn 
Station — the 5:37 p.m. — 
arriving two minutes later 
at Babylon.

Commuters on the 
affected Babylon branch 
trains will experience up 
to 11 minutes of additional 
travel time, while custom-
ers on affected Long Beach 
branch trains will experi-
ence up to six minutes of 
additional travel time.

The East Side Access, 
now estimated to be com-
pleted in 2019, will bring 
LIRR trains into Grand 
Central Terminal, saving 
thousands of commuters 40 
minutes of commuting time 
every day.

The Long Island Rail Road plans to cancel some peak trains to allow for construction on the East Side Access project. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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MY MCU.”
“MY CITY,

MY MCU.”
“MY CITY,

John Franco, 
Former Major League Pitcher

“ New York is my hometown and  
MCU is my credit union. It should  
be your credit union, too.”

John Franco,
Former Major League Pitcher

be your credit union, too.

Join today! Visit nymcu.org 
 or call 1-866-JOIN-MCU.

Federally insured by NCUA

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Police seek man in rape 
of Jamaica woman, 21

JAMAICA — Cops were asking for the 
public’s assistance in locating a suspect 
wanted in the rape of a young woman in 
Jamaica.

Police said the suspect, Emmanuel 
Elmore, was armed with a gun and ap-
proached the 21-year-old female victim in 
Jamaica and forced her into an alley, where 
he raped her.

The suspect is described as a black 
male, 25, about 5-foot-11 and weighing 165 
pounds, cops said.

Resorts World Casino experiences first robbery

SOUTH OZONE PARK — A man 
claiming to have a handgun robbed Resorts 
World Casino, at 110-00 Rockaway Blvd. in 
South Ozone Park, at approximately 4:45 
p.m. Friday, according to police.

Cops said the robber slipped a note 
to a second-floor cashier at the casino de-
manding money, the cashier complied and 
the thief made off with an undisclosed 
amount.

It was the first such incident at the ca-
sino since it opened in October 2011, cops 
said.

The suspect is described as a male 
about 30 years old and 5-foot-8, cops said, 
and he was last seen wearing a blue shirt, 
blue jeans and black sneakers.

Police on the hunt for 
man who robbed bank

ROCKAWAY — Police were seeking 
the public’s assistance in locating a man 
in connection with two bank robberies at 
a Chase Bank, at 68-20 Rockaway Beach 
Blvd. in Arverne.

According to cops, the first robbery 
occurred May 18 when the suspect, a black 
man in his 30s, entered the bank and passed 
a note to the teller demanding money. The 
second incident occurred June 22 when the 
same suspect entered the same location, 
this time with a firearm.

The suspect fled both times on foot 
with an unknown amount of money, cops 
said.

EMMANUEL ELMORE
Photo courtesy NYPD

Surveillance footage depicts a suspect, wanted 
in connection with a robbery at Resorts World 
New York. Image courtesy NYPD

Police released a surveillance image of a sus-
pect, wanted in connection with a bank rob-
bery in Averne. Images courtesy NYPD
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

A Guyanese man’s 
bird-brained scheme fell 
apart when he stepped off 
his flight at John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport 
in May and was caught 
allegedly sneaking some 
feathered friends into the 
country, according to au-
thorities.

Marlon Hariram was 
arrested last week after 
an investigation by U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Special Agent Ryan Bessey 
determined that he did not, 
in fact, have authority from 
the Guyanese government 
to transport the nine live 

finches he allegedly had 
stuffed up his shirt sleeves 
when he landed in Queens 
May 20, according to docu-
ments filed in Brooklyn 
federal court.

Bessey said Hariram 
failed to declare the ani-
mals upon arrival, which 
were discovered when he 
was pulled aside by U.S. 
Customs and Border Patrol 
officers.

“After further exami-
nation, it was discovered 
that the birds were indi-
vidually packaged in toilet 
paper rolls, covered with 
netting and packaging tape 
and hidden in the sleeves 
of Hariram’s shirt,” Bessey 

wrote in the criminal com-
plaint.

U.S. law prohibits 
someone from importing 
wildlife that has been taken 
illegally from foreign coun-
tries, and Guyana banned 
the exportation of its finch-
es in 1919.

Guyanese finches are 
believed to be superior to 
their American brethren 
for their ability to carry a 
tune, and the special agent 
said there is a demand for 
the harmonizing fowl in 
Queens, where Guyanese 
immigrants enter them 
into singing contests.

“In such contests, of-
ten conducted in public ar-

eas like parks, two finches 
sing and a judge selects the 
bird determined to have 
the best voice. Many who 
attend the singing contests 
place wagers on the birds,” 
he wrote. “A finch who 
wins many competitions 
becomes quite valuable, 
and can sell for in excess of 
$5,000.”

Bessey said that over 
the past several years cus-
toms officers at JFK have 
been catching people try-
ing to sneak in finches, and 
Hariram had been fined for 
attempting to do so in 2005 
and 2011.

A bull finch named Survivor is one of many birds that has competed in singing competitions in Richmond Hill’s Smokey Oval Park.

The W train was one of two subway lines that were cut in Queens 
as part of the MTA’s doomsday plan.

Possible MTA service 
just might be restored

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

It was called the 
doomsday plan to keep the 
MTA from plunging into 
a financial abyss, but it’s 
two years later and there 
is talk — nothing official 
yet — that maybe some of 
the sorely missed bus and 
subway routes might be re-
stored.

“Not a day goes by 
when I don’t think about 
restoration of services and 
further investments in 
the system,” Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity Chairman Joseph Lhota 
told the MTA’s monthly 
board meeting June 27.

“I’m not sure we have 
the financial stability to 
bring back all of our ser-
vices that were cut in 2010, 
but we’re evaluating right 
now,” Lhota said.

Lhota said the MTA 
should avoid restoring 
some parts of the system 
and then having to take it 
out of service once again.

The chairman said if 
and when the matter of re-
storing service comes up, 
“we will discuss it, we will 
debate it.”

That could come later 
this month at the board’s 
monthly meeting.

Among others, board 
members Allan Cappelli, of 
Staten Island, and Mitchell 
Pally, of Suffolk County, 
L.I., have been talking up 
the idea of restoration, even 
if is just a start.

So dire was the MTA’s 

money plight that it cut 20 
local and 12 express bus 
routes citywide and elimi-
nated the V and W subway 
lines, among other transit 
services.

The transit agency 
faced a budget gap of $900 
million at the time.

The subway and bus 
cuts were followed by mas-
sive changes along with 
layoffs at the MTA. The 
agency underwent a tre-
mendous consolidation and 
cutbacks.

The restoration talk 
brings the question of 
where the money for it will 
come from.

For one thing, the MTA 
plans to put through a 7.5 
percent fare increase next 
year, which is estimated to 
bring in nearly $500 mil-
lion a year.

Former Gov. David 
Patterson, who took over 
the MTA board seat of 
resigned member Nancy 
Shevell, said “the question 
will be to what extent have 
we arisen so that perhaps 
services that were taken 
way can be restored.”

Patterson also ex-
pressed regret that $143 
million meant for the MTA 
was siphoned off to the 
state general fund during 
his time in office.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Bird bust unfolds at JFK
Feds say they caught Guyanese man allegedly smuggling fi nches

The Police Athletic League is looking for volunteers 
to continue its mission of serving New York City’s young 
people by donating their time and talents to help serve 
Queens youngsters at PAL’s Redfern Cornerstone and Far 
Rockaway Beacon in Arverne-Far Rockaway, PAL’s Ed-
ward Byrne Center in South Jamaica and PS 214 in Flush-
ing.

PAL Centers in Queens offer a wide range of opportu-
nities for volunteers of all talents. PAL’s Redfern Corner-
stone and Far Rockaway Beacon are looking for people to 
participate in a center cleanup day. Volunteers are needed 
to tutor and mentor young people during the after-school 
program’s daily homework help sessions.

In addition, individuals can also donate their time 

assisting the many special events held at PAL Centers 
throughout the year. PAL is also seeking professionals 
to give career advice and talk about their own careers to 
young people, as well as guest speakers who can share in-
formation on a specific hobby of interest to youngsters.

To become a volunteer or learn more about volunteer 
opportunities, visit palnyc.org and click on “Get Involved” 
under the “About Us” tab for an application. Volunteers 
will go through an application process that includes an in-
terview, a screening and an orientation.

For more information, contact PAL Volunteer Coordi-
nator Alexandria Sumpter-Delves at 212-477-9450, Ext. 390 
or volunteer@palnyc.org.

Volunteers needed at boro Police Athletic League Centers



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
Y 5

-11
, 2

01
2  

   
 TI

M
ES

LE
DG

ER
.CO

M

JT

10

TIMESLEDGERNewspapers

■

■

■

■

■

NEW BLOOD FOR 
QUEENS

The drawing of new district lines for the U.S. House 
of Representatives and U.S. Senate brought a new wave of 
competition to Queens last week, even though turnout on 
Primary Day was low in many of the borough’s polling sta-
tions.

In the newly created 6th Congressional District, state 
Assemblywoman Grace Meng won in a four-way primary. 
If she prevails in the general election, she will become the 
first Asian American in the city’s congressional delega-
tion.

Her victory is seen as an indication of the growing po-
litical strength of the city’s Asian-American community.

In addition to Flushing, the district stretches from 
Fresh Meadows and Bayside to Maspeth, Middle Village 
and Glendale.

Meng will run against City Councilman Dan Hal-
loran, a Republican who has the support of the Conserva-
tive and Libertarian parties in a district where Democrats 
are predominant.

In another race for a redrawn district, Councilman 
Charles Barron was defeated by Assemblyman Hakeem 
Jeffries in his bid to represent the voters of Howard Beach, 
Lindenwood and part of Ozone Park. Barron has staked 
many of his positions on race, which voters clearly reject-
ed.

In the Ridgewood area, Rep. Nydia Velazquez defeated 
Councilman Erik Dilan and former Democratic District 
Leader George Martinez in the 7th Congressional District, 
despite running without support from the Brooklyn party 
boss.

On Nov. 7, the Democrats in Congress will face an 
immediate challenge that was laid out by the Republican 
Party when the U.S. Supreme Court upheld Obamacare. 
Within hours of the decision, the GOP vowed to take con-
trol of Congress in order to repeal the health care reform 
law.

In a contest that may have national impact, Rep. Bob 
Turner was beaten by Manhattan lawyer Wendy Long in 
a three-way Republican primary for the Senate. She will 
face Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand.

Like Turner, Long is a favorite of conservatives, who 
are gaining political power in Nassau County and other 
parts of the state. Theirs is a voting block that has little 
sympathy for the concerns of New York City.

But no matter where one stands on the political spec-
trum, it was a good week for democracy in Queens.

Mayor’s sugar drink ban impractical
merica’s obesity cri-
sis demands our full 
attention. This epi-
demic is affecting 

our way of life, making us 
less healthy and less pro-
ductive. The good news is 
that we have the power to 
make a real difference in 
the years ahead. By work-
ing together — communi-
ties, nonprofits, business 
and government — we can 
solve this crisis by empow-
ering New Yorkers and 
other Americans to make 
balanced and healthier life-
style choices.

Unfortunately, the 

recent proposal by Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and 
the city Department of 
Health to ban the sale of 
sugar-sweetened beverages 
more than 16 ounces fails 
to advance this public pre-
rogative. It does not educate 
people on the need for bal-
anced nutrition and physi-
cal activity.

Too many of us spend 
our days sitting at desks, 
watching TV and driving 
cars. According to stud-
ies by the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention, every night young 
people spend an average of 

three hours watching TV 
and another three playing 
video games or on a com-
puter.

This at a time when the 
city has cut physical educa-
tion in schools, defunded 
after-school programs and 
limited access to public 
parks.

Our efforts should 
be targeted at addressing 
this issue through con-
tinuous public education 
campaigns and community 
programs that encourage 
physical activity and a bal-
anced diet. Empowering in-
dividuals to make the right 

choices for themselves and 
their families is the game 
changer.

You cannot legislate 
personal food choices, but 
you can help stimulate pub-
lic awareness. By engag-
ing in public and private 
partnerships and invest-
ing in citywide programs, 
we can educate everyone 
about what they need to do 
to achieve health and well-
ness during their lives.

Jose Calderon
Interim President

Hispanic Federation
Manhattan
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It is important to display the flag
n May 28, several 
board members and 
I had the opportuni-
ty and honor to par-

ticipate in the Whitestone 
Memorial Day Parade.

I was happy to see 
so many members of our 
community, young and 
old, at the veterans memo-
rial park, at 15th Drive and 
149th Street. It was one of 
the hottest days of the year 
so far. They all stood there 
in the heat throughout the 
ceremony honoring our 
veterans, past and present.

As we were marching 
along the parade route, I 
was happy to see so many 
of our neighbors lining the 

streets cheering for the vet-
erans and politicians. Once 
we reached the main road 
of 150th Street, I was sad-
dened to see how few stores 
had the decency to display 
the American flag outside 
their businesses.

I know there are at 
least 40-plus stores along 
150th Street from 12th Road 
to the Cross Island Park-
way service road. Yet there 
were only five or six that 
had the decency to display 
our flag.

I also took note of 
stores off of 150th Street 
that had some flags out, but 
to see such a small number 
on the direct parade route 

was shameful. These store 
owners do not realize that 
if it were not for the sac-
rifices of these brave men 
and women, they might not 
have had the right to own 
the businesses they do.

It is about time the 
individuals who own or 
operate businesses in Whit-
estone start taking pride in 
their — I mean, our — com-
munity.

We all owe the veter-
ans a great deal of thanks.

Kim F. Cody
President

Greater Whitestone 
Taxpayers Civic 

Association

Gianaris works hard to provide health care for residents
write to thank state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-As-
toria) for his support for 
increased health care 

options in western Queens, 
where we are plagued with 
pollution-emitting power 
plants that have caused a 
high rate of asthma and 
emphysema throughout the 
community.

I would also like to set 
the record straight that he 
has been one of the lead-
ing proponents of greater 
health care for people in 
need, including the expan-
sion of Mount Sinai Hospi-
tal of Queens. We are lucky 
to have elected officials like 
Gianaris standing up for all 
members of this communi-

ty, particularly those who 
are in need of extra care.

Gianaris, understand-
ing the increased need for 
care following numerous 
hospital closures in Queens, 
continues to be one of our 
community’s strongest al-
lies and advocates for addi-
tional hospital beds. Since 
becoming a member of the 
state Legislature, he has 
been an outspoken propo-
nent not only for the expan-
sion of Mount Sinai, but for 
increased health care op-
tions for everyone in west-
ern Queens.

Indeed, as recently as 
February Gianaris led his 
Queens colleagues in re-
questing the state Depart-

ment of Health approve 
Mount Sinai’s application 
for a Certificate of Need to 
construct a new, modern 
hospital building. Such 
an addition to the hospital 
would not only increase the 
number of beds, services 
and care provided by the 
hospital but it would also 
create hundreds of perma-
nent and construction jobs.

While a member of the 
state Assembly, Gianaris 
requested $5 million for 
the expansion of the hospi-
tal through the Assembly 
speaker.

It is my understanding 
that he was also success-
ful in securing $250,000 in 
state funding for a new CT 

scanner for Mount Sinai to 
help diagnose and treat pa-
tients more efficiently.

Understanding the in-
creasing, urgent need for 
improved health care in 
western Queens, Gianaris 
was a strong advocate for 
allocating the settlement 
money from the 2006 Con 
Edison blackout that affect-
ed thousands of western 
Queens residents and hurt 
hundreds of local business-
es to improving health care 
options for those affected.

In previous years, Gia-
naris co-hosted an annual 
health fair, which offered 
free blood pressure, cho-
lesterol level, bone density 
and asthma screenings to 

neighborhood residents. 
Gianaris also sponsored 
free flu shots for area se-
niors.

Gianaris’ record 
speaks for itself and shows 
that he is in tune with the 
current quality of life in 
western Queens and how it 
needs to be improved. Not 
only has he been a strong 
proponent of green energy 
production to make our 
air cleaner and decrease 
the number of asthma and 
emphysema cases in this 
community, but he has also 
been one of Mount Sinai’s 
strongest advocates in its 
expansion efforts, which 
will better serve our health 
care needs.

It is clear he is com-
mitted to improving health 
care in western Queens 
and throughout the bor-
ough. We are lucky to have 
such a dedicated represen-
tative who understands the 
needs of this community 
and works relentlessly on 
our behalf.

Tony Gigantiello
President

Coalition Helping 
Organizations for a 

Kleaner Environment
Long Island City

Prez right on young immigrants
he Obama admin-
istration has an-
nounced the halting 
of the deportations 

of young undocumented 
immigrants and allowing 
some to be granted work 
permits. While this is far 
from a complete amnesty, 
it is a step in the right di-
rection toward fixing a 
dysfunctional and broken 
immigration system.

In order to stay com-
petitive in an increas-
ing global marketplace, 
American companies need 
millions of highly trained 
and educated employees, 
especially in technology 
and science-related fields. 
Many foreign-born chil-
dren who were brought to 
the United States by their 
parents have limited access 
to a college education once 
they graduate high school.

They are not eligible 
for federal financial aid 
and are often charged out-
of-state tuition. Even if 
they manage to graduate 

from college, they remain 
undocumented and can-
not get legal work. Many of 
the 65,000 undocumented 
students who graduate 
from high school annu-
ally are bright and would 
make great employees. The 
president is right in allow-
ing those who have led law-
abiding lives to gain work 
permits. We need them to 
grow our economy.

My hope is that this 
step leads to the passage 
of the Dream Act, which 
would then allow undocu-
mented students who com-
plete college or military 
service to start on a path 
to citizenship. If the Dream 
Act passes, then it is time 
for Congress to negotiate a 
full-scale amnesty for the 
remaining 9 million to 10 
million undocumented peo-
ple in this country.

We cannot deport them 
all, since doing so would 
wreak havoc in certain sec-
tors of our economy. Wit-
ness Alabama: Its severe 

immigration policies have 
decimated its agricultural 
industry with the flight of 
immigrant labor and few of 
the local citizenry willing 
to harvest crops.

As president of a non-
profit that assists migrant 
and seasonal farmwork-
ers across the country, I 
have witnessed the cruel, 
inhumane and exploitative 
nature of our country’s cur-
rent immigration policies.

Was Obama’s immi-
gration announcement in 
part an election-year ploy 
to garner more of the La-
tino vote? Of course.

Was it the right deci-
sion to help fill the need for 
more highly qualified and 
educated employees to help 
our economy? I believe so.

Editor’s note: The writ-
er grew up in Douglaston.

Philip Kellerman
President

Harvest of Hope 
Foundation

Gainesville, Fla.
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he Republican state-
wide primary for the 
U.S. Senate saw at-
torney Wendy Long 

win a decisive victory over 
opponents U.S. Rep. Robert 
Turner (R-Middle Village) 
and Nassau County Con-
troller George Maragos.

There were some po-
litical writers who believed 
that since Turner was an 
incumbent congressman 
after winning a competi-
tive race last year, he had 
the advantage of name rec-

ognition. They did not ap-
preciate, however, the Long 
phenomenon and her abil-
ity to present the issues in 
such a way to gain support.

In addition to Long’s 
support from Republican 
county organizations, es-
pecially upstate, she had 
strong backing from the 
state Conservative Party 
and support from many 
Tea Party affiliates. What 
is also important is that 
many of Long’s voters be-
lieved strongly about their 
candidate and were willing 
to put forth a determined 
effort on her behalf.

Turner would have 
been far better off running 
for Congress, possibly in the 
6th Congressional District. 
Had he done so, it would 
have vastly improved his 

chances of success. He got 
into the Senate race late 
and seemed to think that 
with his name recognition 
from last year’s win that 
Republican and Conserva-
tive state committeemen 
would desert Long and sup-
port him.

It did not happen. Del-
egates who had declared 
their endorsement for Long 
continued to support her 
candidacy.

As for Maragos, the 
third candidate in the pri-
mary, outside of Nassau 
and Suffolk counties he 
never really had much of a 
chance. According to pres-
ent results, Maragos got 
only 13 percent of the vote 
compared to 36 percent for 
Turner and 51 percent for 
Long.

Election night at 
Long’s headquarters in 
Manhattan’s Sheraton Ho-
tel was a happy occasion. 
Periodic reports of election 
results in various counties 
showed that Long was on 
the way to an impressive 
victory. When the Associ-
ated Press projected her as 
the winner of the primary 
election at 10:45 p.m., the 
guests in the room broke 
out into applause.

When Long came to 
make her victory speech, 
it was Mike Long, the Con-
servative Party chairman, 
who introduced her to the 
enthusiastic crowd. Long 
spoke proudly about her 
Conservative support and 
wants a unified working 
relationship between the 
Republican and Conserva-

tive parties regarding her 
campaign.

During Long’s victory 
speech, she contrasted her 
views with those of her 
opponent, Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.). Their 
views are different, with 
Gillibrand having a reputa-
tion of being one of the most 
liberal senators in the Sen-
ate. Long has continually 
worked for conservative 
causes throughout her le-
gal career.

The forthcoming tele-
vision debates between 
Long and Gillibrand should 
prove to be interesting, con-
sidering their differences 
in dealing with political, 
economic and social issues.

Neither candidate at 
this point has huge name 
recognition among the gen-

eral population, but this is 
a presidential election year 
with an important race oc-
curring. This will increase 
the interest of the voting 
population in other races 
as well.

Gillibrand begins with 
a large amount of financial 
resources at her disposal 
in addition to a lead in the 
polls, but Long, by winning 
the Republican primary by 
such a large margin, has in-
creased her chances of ob-
taining large fund-raising 
and increasingly becoming 
known by voters of all po-
litical parties.

There will be many 
interesting races this year 
in Queens and throughout 
the state. This Senate cam-
paign will certainly be one 
of the most interesting.

Long fends off Turner to win GOP primary for Senate

Co-op, condo owners will suffer due to legislators’ failure

o-op and condomin-
ium owners were 
abandoned and dealt 
a blow by politicians 

when the state Legislature 
adjourned before midnight 
June 21 without enacting 
vitally needed legislation 
for these working-class 
communities.

These politicians will 
now embark on summer-
long vacations, free to de-
vote their time to the fall 
elections, reminding us 
with self-aggrandizing sto-
ries of their legislative ac-
complishments that will 
soon fill our mailboxes 
inside taxpayer-funded 

newsletters. When failures 
are exposed by columns 
such as this, they will point 
fingers at others or blame 
“partisan politics.”

If you are a co-op or 
condo owner, the failures 
of this legislative session 
are colossal and will force 
you to dig deeper into your 
pockets for years to come.

First, the J51 program 
that has provided millions 
of dollars to co-ops and oth-
er residential buildings to 
help maintain aging infra-
structure was be allowed to 
expire. Legislators failed to 
extend this vital program 
that has been in existence 
for decades. The J51 pro-
gram has helped co-ops like 
Glen Oaks Village afford to 
remove asbestos, install 
sidewalks and rebuild its 
infrastructure by provid-
ing more than $2 million in 
J51 tax abatements — mon-

ey that would otherwise 
not have been available for 
these projects.

Second, the decades-
old city Co-op and Condo 
Tax Abatement Program 
that was created to cor-
rect the unfairness of our 
property tax system, which 
taxes co-ops and condos at 
significantly higher rates 
than single-family homes, 
was also not renewed. The 
loss of this program is the 
equivalent of a 5 percent 
maintenance increase in 
co-ops like Glen Oaks Vil-
lage and others, one that 
will hit families hard in 
our troubled economy.

Third, the property 
tax valuation debacle of 
the last two years that led 
to double- and triple-digit 
increases in valuations of 
many Queens co-ops re-
mained unresolved for a 
second year in a row. These 

increases were imposed 
by the city Department of 
Finance, allegedly due to 
a “computer glitch,” which 
city Comptroller John Liu 
confirmed in a scathing au-
dit of the department.

The co-op and condo 
community crafted and lob-
bied for an 8/30 valuation 
cap to restore some sanity 
to these insane increases. 
The proposed cap, similar 
to one already in existence 
for single-family homes, 
would cap annual property 
tax increases at 8 percent or 
30 percent over five years.

If you live in a co-op or 
condo, the 2012 legislative 
session was a disaster, the 
economic effect of which 
will reverberate for years 
to come. The lion’s share 
of the blame belongs on the 
shoulders of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and state Senate 
Majority Leader Dean Ske-

los (R-Rockville Centre) 
and state Assembly Speak-
er Sheldon Silver (D-Man-
hattan) — the proverbial 
“three men in a room.”

But the three men in a 
room should not be used as 
a scapegoat for elected offi-
cials to deflect their own re-
sponsibility for the failure 
of this legislative session. 
Our elected officials had 
more than a year to work 
together, craft a plan, lobby 
fellow legislators, build 
consensus and show leader-
ship on a single bill.

Instead, they intro-
duced competing bills, 
failed to work as a cohe-
sive team united in a com-
mon goal and waited until 
the last minute to push for 
passage. Where was the 
leadership that could have 
corralled the Queens As-
sembly delegation to march 
into Silver’s office and de-

mand that these programs 
not be allowed to expire?

These are not contro-
versial issues. They are 
extenders of existing laws 
that have widespread com-
munity and political sup-
port.

As the November elec-
tions near, the feverish 
pitch of politicians boast-
ing about dubious achieve-
ments and “tireless ef-
forts” will be ubiquitous. 
If achievements are mea-
sured by results produced, 
then these elected officials 
deserve no gold stars and 
voters will be reminded of 
this each time they write 
their higher monthly main-
tenance checks to make up 
for these legislative fail-
ures.

Bob Friedrich is a civic 
leader and president of Glen 
Oaks Village.
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

Rain or Shine
Tent Covered Seating Area

For More Information Call Our Main Office at:

(718) 335-1300FFFRREEEE

AADDMM
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ONN FFRREEEEAADDMMIISSSSIIOONN
Sponsored as a Community Service by

Concerts Start at 7:30 pm Main Office Parking Field 69th St. & Grand Ave., Maspeth First come, first seated.
There will be a  limited number of chairs available for each concert and room for plenty of others,

so bring your own folding chair in case all seats are taken when you arrive.

Wed., July 11th

Wed., August 8th 

REAL DIAMOND
TRIBUTE TO NEIL DIAMOND

Wed., August 22nd

ANDY

COONEY
‘Irish

America's
Favorite Son’

BIG SHOT
New York's World

Class Billy Joel Experience
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enues are made after 6 p.m. 
  She said shops would make 
more money, and Jamaica 
Avenue’s reputation would 
benefit, if stores stayed 
open later and the district 
did not shut down so early.

“It’s a coordination 
problem,” she said. “Some 
businesses want to stay 
open, but if everyone else is 
closed, they stay closed.”

Brown said the BID 
would continue programs, 
such as the visual merchan-
dising campaign, in 2013.

The meeting’s keynote 
speaker, Thomas McKnight 
from the city Economic De-
velopment Corp., said about 
70 percent of Jamaica Av-
enue’s shoppers came from 
the greater Jamaica area.

“I really see the po-
tential to attract shoppers 
from other neighborhoods 
in Queens, other boroughs 
and outside the city,” he 
said.

The Sutphin Boule-
vard BID, which runs from 
Hillside Avenue to 94th 
Avenue, held its meeting 
Friday. The Sutphin BID is 
anchored by the transit cen-
ter on its southern end and 
caters mainly to businesses 

associated with commuters 
and the court houses on the 
boulevard.

City Councilman Ru-
ben Wills (D-Jamaica) 
spoke at the meeting and 
said he would like to see the 
BID’s boundaries extended 
to the south, possibly as far 
as Liberty Avenue, an area 
he said could be marketed 
as the neighborhood’s “res-
taurant row.”

Executive Director 
Simone Price said the Sut-
phin BID rolled out its first 
value card in May, offering 
discounts at 34 participat-
ing stores.

“We’re still looking 
to see how much business 
it drove to each store,” she 
said.

The BID planned to 
repeat the summer concert 
series from last year, with a 
jazz band scheduled to play 
outside the courthouses on 
three consecutive Thurs-
day afternoons beginning 
Aug. 9.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

City Comptroller John Liu (l.) is greeted by one of the Jamaica 
Center Business Improvement District’s board members. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Downtown Jamaica BIDs plan to restyle district
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Downtown Jamaica’s 
two business improve-
ment districts held their 
annual meetings last week 
where they reviewed their 
2012 accomplishments and 
discussed initiatives for 
the next year, all of which 
focused on changing the 
shopping district’s image.

Between the two of 

them, the Jamaica Center 
and the Sutphin Boulevard 
BIDs have about 870 retail 
businesses, though the two 
corridors are a bit differ-
ent.

The Jamaica Center 
BID runs along Jamaica 
Avenue from 169th Street to 
Sutphin Boulevard, and the 
strip is dominated by shops 
selling clothing, electronics 
and household items. The 

BID called its campaign to 
draw Manhattan-type shop-
pers to the avenue “Lights, 
Camera, Action: The Mak-
ing of an Outstanding Des-
tination,” which is aimed 
at what Executive Direc-
tor Laurel Brown said was 
changing negative percep-
tions about Jamaica.

“I’d say the biggest 
misperception is that the 
area is not safe,” she said.

Over the past year, the 
BID hosted a glitzy fashion 
show, implemented a visual 
merchandising campaign 
to help shopkeepers build 
attractive window displays 
and coordinated a late-
night shopping event.

Brown said at the BID’s 
meeting last Thursday that 
80 percent of the avenue’s 
businesses close at 7 p.m., 
but 70 percent of their rev-

facebook.com/timesledger

Get your Queens news on Facebook:
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patients wandering the 
grounds heavily medicat-
ed, and say the large con-
centration of people with 
substance-abuse problems 
makes the campus an ideal 
target for drug dealers.

Frank Toner, presi-
dent of the Rocky Hill Civic 
Association, said he and 
his neighbors regularly see 
“aggressive panhandling” 
at a nearby deli, as well as 
people fighting and selling 
drugs along the outskirts of 
the campus.

“As far as we know, 
they’re either residents [of 
Creedmoor] or people there 
selling drugs to them,” he 
said.

The Office of Mental 
Health said it has a total 
of 22 security personnel at 
Creedmoor, while others 
such as the state Office of 
Alcoholism and Substance 
Abuse Treatment and the 
state Office for People with 
Developmental Disabilities 
have their own security 
details, each of which is re-

sponsible for dealing with 
its own patients.

The NYPD said the 
situation at Creedmoor has 
gotten worse over the past 
year.

Deputy Inspector Jo-
seph Courtesis of the 105th 
Precinct said radio runs to 
the campus have increased 
40 percent, averaging out 
to about six visits a day. 

The majority of the calls, 
he said, are for emotionally 
disturbed people and re-
quire the precinct to send 
at least two cars.

“It eats up resources 
tremendously,” he said.

The commanding of-
ficer recently attended a 
meeting to discuss the is-
sue at Queens Borough 
Hall, where he suggested 

OMH increase its security 
staff.

The office, however, 
asserted it had taken the 
proper steps to ensure safe-
ty.

“Our staff at OMH 
meets regularly with the 
community and the sur-
rounding businesses,” 
spokeswoman Leesa 
Rademacher wrote in an e-

mail. “In most cases, many 
of the troubles attributed to 
clients of the Office of Men-
tal Health are, in fact, not 
OMH patients.”

Assemblyman David 
Weprin’s (D-Little Neck) 
office said it was still work-
ing with all the stakehold-
ers to find an appropriate 
solution.

fresh greens for sale such 
as peas — both the shell and 
sugar-snap varieties — zuc-
chini, bok choy and kale.

The market also ac-
cepts food stamp benefits 
from EBT cards, although 
in a way a bit different than 
shoppers may be used to.

Malini Rampersad, 
the market’s manager, is 
equipped with a card-scan-
ning machine and a bagful 
of wooden tokens. Shoppers 
tell her how much money 
they would like to spend 
and she scans their cards 
in exchange for the corre-
sponding amount of tokens, 
which they can spend with 
the farmers.

The market is open, 
rain or shine from 8:30 
a.m. until 4 p.m. every Fri-
day and Saturday through 
Aug. 18 on 160th Street, just 
north of Jamaica Avenue.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Cops from the 105th Precinct respond to investigate a possible explosive device on Creedmoor’s north campus in early 2011. 
Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Continued from Page 1

Cops
Continued from Page 2

Market
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After four years in the Army as a finance specialist in Germany 
and Iraq, I needed to make the transition to civilian life. 

LIU Brooklyn made it easy for me.
Through the Yellow Ribbon Program, I earned two degrees from LIU.

My professors expected a lot, but they believed in me, and that 
helped me get ahead.

– Maria Canales ’10, ’12

EXPRESS DECISION DAY ▲ July 12 ▲ 1-5 p.m.

1 University Plaza ▲ Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201
admissions@brooklyn.liu.edu ▲ 718.488.1011

liu.edu/brooklyn

cational opportunities that 
pave the way for future suc-
cess,” said Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall, a for-
mer teacher. “Youngsters 
who attend these programs 
do better in school are more 
likely to graduate and have 
lower incidents of violence, 
drug abuse and teen preg-
nancy.”

Parents, teachers, stu-
dents and elected officials 
gathered outside Bayside’s 
Marie Curie Middle School, 
at 46-35 Oceania St., in April 
in one of the many outcries 
for the mayor’s reconsider-
ing of the cuts.

“I’m very happy we 
were able to fight to re-
store these services, which 
are vital in getting people 
back to work without hav-
ing to worry about where 
their kids are in the post-
school hours,” said City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), one of the 
many elected officials who 
spoke at rallies in support 
of the programs. “In our 
district, we don’t get the re-
sources from City Hall that 
we should, despite being 
the fourth-largest tax base 
in the city. Similarly, these 
kids have come to depend 
and rely on having a safe 
place to be after school.”

Goodman said sav-
ing the Beacons allowed 
for a big collective sigh of 
relief for parents and kids 
throughout the city, partic-
ularly in Bayside and Little 
Neck.

“Now parents can go 
back to concentrating on 
the other parts of their 
lives, like their jobs and 

other responsibilities, 
knowing their kids will be 
safe and well-cared for in 
our program.”

The budget will not 
raise taxes or lay off any 
teachers, the mayor’s of-
fice said, and remained 
balanced through the use 
of “prudently saved prior-
year resources, billions in 
agency savings actions and 
increased revenues from 
strong growth in the tech, 
film and television, tour-
ism and higher education 
sectors.”

But according to Hal-
loran, Bloomberg and 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn’s (D-Manhattan) 
budget agreement used 
short-term victories at the 
expense of the future.

“The reality is that we 
are not on a long-term sus-
tainable footing with this 
budget,” Halloran said. “We 
are at the point where we 
have used the entire sur-
plus generated during for-
mer Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
and the early Bloomberg 
years. Next year, we will 
not be able to use the same 
restoration money.”

As for the future, 
Goodman said he would be 
working with the city to as-
sure that Beacon programs 
stay away from the chop-
ping block next year or any 
year in the future.

Reporter Steve Mosco 
contributed to this story.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Eniaya Smalls (l.) and Jourdan James, from the Beacon program 
at PS 56 in Richmond Hill, rally with other children outside Queens 
Borough Hall.

Seven city Beacons survive Bloomberg’s budget
BY PHIL CORSO

When Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg boasted his 
balanced fiscal year 2013 
budget, Bayside buzzed 
with a resounding bravo.

The $68.5 million fi-
nancial plan saved schools, 
libraries, fire companies 
and more from the chop-
ping block, but for some in 
Bayside and Little Neck the 

survival of the coveted Bea-
con after-school program 
through the Samuel Field 
Y was the mayor’s greatest 
save.

“For me, it is the ul-
timate illustration of how 
community organizations, 
advocacy organizations 
and the community mem-
bers themselves can work 
together and really impact 
government decisions,” 

said Samuel Field Y Ex-
ecutive Vice President and 
CEO Dr. Steve Goodman. 
“We have been working on 
this for months now and 
thousands of people have 
been involved. The city lis-
tened.”

Since the mayor’s 
March proposal of an ini-
tial $2.1 million in budget 
reductions, which included 
the shuttering of seven 

citywide Beacon programs 
— including two in Queens 
through the Samuel Field Y 
in Little Neck at MS 158 and 
the Forest Hills’ Queens 
Community House at JHS 
190 — activists of all sizes 
rallied together throughout 
the borough to push for the 
after-school program.

“Child care and after-
school programs provide 
children with critical edu-
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Turner refocuses on Congress 
following GOP primary loss

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
After an unsuccessful 

end to his U.S. Senate run, 
Congressman Bob Turner 
(R-Middle Village) quickly 
refocused on his House du-
ties rather than brood over 
the what-ifs.

“There is no time to 
sit around and lick our 
wounds,” said Turner, who 
lost the June 26 primary 
to conservative lawyer 
Wendy Long. “I entered the 
race thinking that I was the 
strongest candidate to de-
liver the Republican votes 
needed in November. That 
being said, the voters dis-
agreed, case closed. That’s 
the way the system works. 
There is no point in agoniz-
ing over it.”

Turner campaigned 
against Long and Nassau 
County Comptroller George 
Maragos for the Republican 
nomination to challenge 
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-

N.Y.) in November.
But low voter turnout 

and the Conservative Par-
ty’s backing of Long spelled 
defeat for Turner, who end-
ed up with 48,908 votes to 
Long’s 69,610.

According to Associat-
ed Press returns, Long took 
every upstate county in 
her double-digit win, while 
Turner was able to nab vic-
tories in his home turf of 
Brooklyn and Queens.

“We were disappoint-
ed in the turnout,” he said. 
“As it turned out, the way 
the vote broke was not to 
our advantage at all.”

The congressman said 
that while the results were 
not what he was hoping for, 
he is intent on supporting 
Long during her campaign 
leading up to the fall elec-
tion — one Turner believes 
puts two different candi-
dates against each other.

“We’ll get our team 
out there to shoulder a lot 

of the workload. Long is 
the standard bearer of the 
Republican Party and we 
pledge to get on with the 
unity and get the big job 
done,” he said. “We have a 
pretty classic distinction 
here between a big govern-
ment, big spending liberal 
Democrat and a smaller 
government, pro-business 
Republican.”

Turner also blasted 
Gillibrand for backing 
President Barack Obama’s 
health care bill, which was 
upheld by the U.S. Supreme 
Court last Thursday.

“She [Gillibrand] con-
stantly votes right down 
her party line,” he said. 
“As for the health care bill, 
this has got to be one of the 
dumbest and worst laws 
ever cobbled together by a 
hurried Congress. It was 
a mess and the Supreme 
Court somehow made it 
even more of a mess.”
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18 Boro condo pays upkeep tab on DOT land
BY JOE ANUTA

The city Department 
of Transportation owns a 
small grassy plot of land 
in College Point, but condo 
owners nearby have been 
footing the bill for its up-
keep. 

Representatives from 
Bay Park Estates said they 
have been paying for land-
scaping for the small green 
parcel of land, at the corner 
of Poppenhusen Avenue 
and 115th Street, since the 
1980s because of a contract 
that has long expired, if it 
ever existed at all.

In 1986, the then-own-
er of the condo complex 
apparently entered into an 
agreement with the city. 
In exchange for a 15-year 
tax break, the owner would 
provide upkeep to the ver-
dant parcel owned by the 
city.

That tax break ex-
pired, but the condo is still 
stuck with the cleaning 
bill, according to the realty 

firm that represents the 
condos.

“We’ve been maintain-
ing since 2004, but not get-
ting the tax abatement,” 
said Janice Panero, of 
Lovett Realty. “And that’s 

really not fair.”
Not only does the con-

do board have to dish out 
money, it could be liable if 
one of the landscapers is in-
jured on the job, according 
to Panero, and that is a risk 

the property owners should 
not have to take, since they 
do not own the property, 
she said.

In addition, the agree-
ment that was supposedly 
signed and kept the condo 

trimming the hedges and 
lawn all these years has not 
been located, according to 
Panero, which leaves her 
wondering why Bay Park 
Estates should be respon-
sible for cleaning the area.

DOT confirmed that it 
indeed owns the land, ac-
cording to a spokesman.

Bay Park had long as-
sumed it owned the grassy 
spot with choice views of 
the Manhattan skyline 
until earlier this year, 
when it wanted to double 
check with the city Parks 
Department on whether 
or not it could put in some 
new plantings, according 
to Paul Kupetsky, a condo 
owner who represents oth-
ers in the enclave.

Kupetsky was sur-
prised to learn that the 
mini-park area was actu-
ally mapped as a city street 
and thus under the purview 
of DOT.

DOT said it has been 
in contact with local stake-
holders to set up a transfer 

of maintenance rights un-
der which the condo could 
lease the land from the 
city.

But Kupetsky said he 
reached out to DOT and did 
not receive any offers to 
transfer ownership of the 
property.

“They’re not taking re-
sponsibility for it,” he said.

He would like to see 
DOT pay for landscaping, 
compensate the condo asso-
ciation or turn the property 
over.

Another option, he 
said, is to combine the 
swath into the confines of 
MacNeil Park and have 
Parks maintain it.

“We’re willing to work 
with them,” he said. “No 
one wants to see it turn into 
an eyesore.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Paul Kupetsky stands in the grassy area owned by the city but maintained by landscapers on his con-
do’s dime. Photo by Joe Anuta
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Call now! 
877.340.8718  petro.com

HEATING OIL  |  AIR CONDITIONING  |  CHIMNEY 

*$1,000 rebate applies to qualifi ed systems only. Limited time offer, expires 7/31/12, equipment must be installed by 8/15/12. 
Local, state and utility tax credits and rebates of up to $600 vary by state and must meet SEER and EER criteria to qualify. 
Credit offer applies to current Petro customers who install any qualifi ed ductless AC equipment and will be applied to 
account. **Subject to credit approval by GE Money. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Must present this ad at the 
time of quote. Additional terms and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2012 Petro. P_12274

Get a rebate of up to $1,000 
when you buy any qualified central AC system from Petro
or $100 off the installation of any ductless AC system.
Save even more with up to $600 in local rebates and incentives!*

Plus, $0 down and affordable monthly 
payments for qualified customers!** 

SAVE UP TO $1,600 
on a new central AC 
system this summer 
or
GET UP TO $700 OFF 
a new ductless 
AC system*

Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Pet Care with 

Love to Spare.

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s first 

veterinary visit

Expires: June 30, 2012

Grand Opening

Special
Ordained Minister & Faith Healer
Are you sick and in pain? Rev. Coretta guarantees 
to heal you in the name of God. Are you tired of 
promises that others have failed you? Mother 
Coretta has the power to help you now in the first 
hour of the first call or visit. Do you need healing, 
Good luck, love, marriage, a good job? With prayer 
Rev. Coretta will bless you. Rev. Coretta will remove 
all evil, bad luck, any and all curses put on to you by 
jealous enemies. Call or come for a free blessing. 
Do not let the devil follow you in your footsteps. Call 
for help NOW. You’ll be blessed the day you did. Rev. 
Mother Coretta will stop any and all legal matters. 
Rev. Coretta has very powerful lucky numbers, 
lucky days and lucky hands. Rev. Mother Coretta’s 
help is free by donation. (LUCKY NUMBERS)

Healing and Blessings by phone call

1-706-790-6777

Rev. Mother Coretta

My name 
is Felecia 
Brown. 
My friends let me tell 
you how Rev. Coretta 
helped me. I was 
sick and the pain had 
me down. Someone 
had put an evil curse 
on me to break up 
my marriage. I was 
losing my mind. I 
had nothing but bad 
luck. I called Mother 
Coretta and was 
helped the same 
day. The curse was 
broken and I now 
have good luck and a 
shield of God around 
me. Thank The Lord 
for Rev. Mother 
Coretta.

Miracle Testimony

BY REBECCA HENELY

Two Elmhurst men 
were arraigned on charg-
es of burglary, drug pos-
session and endangering 
the welfare of a child last 
Thursday after they were 
allegedly caught trying to 
sell stolen items to a Wood-
side store while one of the 
men’s 3-year-old daughter 
waited in the back of the 
car, the Queens district at-
torney’s office said.

NYPD officers from 
the department’s Burglary 
Larceny Apprehension and 
Surveillance Team were 
following Michael Natin-
dim, 34, and Edgar Mortel, 
22, early in the morning 
July 26, the DA said. Nat-
indim lives at Van Loon 
Street and Grand Avenue, 
while Mortel lives at 83rd 
Street and 57th Avenue, the 
DA said.

The duo stopped 
at three residences in 
Elmhurst, Little Neck and 
Flushing that morning 
before taking items to Dr. 
PC, an electronics repair 
business on 43rd Avenue 
in Woodside, for sale on the 
black market around 1:30 
p.m., the DA said. When the 
police arrested them, Nat-
indim said his daughter, 3, 
was in the back of the car at 
the time, the DA said.

The electronic devices 
the men were allegedly 
trying to sell included an 
ASUS laptop, an Apple ex-
ternal CD drive, an iPhone 

and a watch, the DA said. 
Further investigation of 
the Lincoln Navigator they 
were driving allegedly re-
vealed electronics like a 
Sony camcorder, a Sony 
camera, a Seagate Hard 
Drive, a Metro PCS cell 
phone and a MacBook lap-
top, the DA said.

Other items allegedly 
found were flashlights, pli-
ers, gloves, and a rock-like 
substance and a pipe with 
residue that is suspected to 
be methamphetamine, the 
DA said.

The men were ar-
raigned in Queens Crimi-
nal Court before Judge 
Stephanie Zaro and charged 
with multiple counts of bur-
glary, stolen property, pos-
session of burglar’s tools, 
criminal possession of a 
controlled substance, en-
dangering the welfare of 
a child and criminal tres-
pass, the DA said.

Natindim was also 

charged with operating a 
motor vehicle while under 
the influence of alcohol or 
drugs, the DA said. Natin-
dim, who fell asleep while 
being taken away in a police 
car, allegedly said he had 
smoked methamphetamine 
before his arrest, the DA 
said. Police allegedly also 
found a stolen credit card, 
two blowtorches and more 
of the rock-like substance 
thought to be methamphet-
amine at Natindim’s home 
later, the DA said.

Natindim and Mortel 
were also charged with four 
burglaries that occurred 
between June 22 and 25 in 
Kew Gardens Hills, Fresh 
Meadows and Flushing, the 
DA said.

Zaro ordered Natindim 
held on a $40,000 bail and 
Mortel on $15,000 bail, the 
DA said. Their next court 
date is July 11, the DA said.

Elmhurst burglars had child 
in the car during crimes: DA

Two Elmhurst men allegedly tried to sell stolen goods to this 
Woodside electronics store and repair shop. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely
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Jamaica Performing Arts Center (JPAC)   153-10 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11432
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(Rufus King Park & Surrounding Areas)

SERVE THE CITY will host various community led 
activities ongoing throughout the day... park 
restoration, games, story time, music & more!

Public Outreach Exhibits
(JPAC Auditorium) 2:00pm-4:30pm

Come visit our booths focused on public 
awareness & community engagement. 

Featured exhibits include:
- Medical Information/Screenings
- US Citizenship Information
- English as a Second Language Class Info
- Prayer Stations
- Music Lessons
- Community Service & Local Church Info

FREE Student Tutoring
(JPAC Downstairs) 2:00pm- 5:00pm

SERVE THE CITY will help your kids get the jump 
start they need for next year by providing four 
days of FREE tutoring for students. Ask about 
assistance with summer reading assignments.

Amazing Hope Free Events
(JPAC Auditorium) 6:30pm- 8:00pm

Each evening will feature a dierent style of 
Christian music (Jazz to Contemporary) 

Wednesday-Friday: Music & Messages of Jesus
Saturday: SERVE THE CITY Celebration!

Amazing Wonders VBS
(JPAC) 5:30pm- 8:00pm

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is a FREE four-night 
program where children (ages 2-12) will explore 
God’s awesome power through Bible stories, 
singing, crafts, & games!

Stavisky sets Senate run at new Flushing post
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
State Sen. Toby 

Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
kicked off her run for re-
election Saturday in the re-
drawn 16th Senate District 
at her new campaign office 
in the heart of downtown 
Flushing.

With dozens of support-
ers in attendance, Stavisky 
said her campaign office’s 
location, at 37-02 Main St., 
gives her the opportunity 
to remain close to her con-
stituents through a team of 
dedicated interns and staff, 
who will canvass the sur-
rounding area.

“We’ve got a broad 
coalition of supporters en-
ergized by the prospects 
of this campaign,” said 
Stavisky, who is seeking 
her seventh full term in 
the Senate. “We’ve made 
progress in Albany these 
last two years, but work re-
mains.”

The senator said some 
of the most pressing issues 

she plans on tackling if re-
elected include minimum 
wage, job creation and 
women’s rights.

“Nearly 900,000 New 
Yorkers will benefit from 
a minimum wage increase, 
including almost 100,000 

right here in Queens,” she 
said. “We need real job 
creation here in Queens, 
helping us to revitalize our 
neighborhoods. We need 
to win the war on women 
that’s being waged and pro-
tect the fundamental right 

for patients and doctors to 
make medical decisions, 
not legislators. And we need 
to pass the NY DREAM Act, 
empowering tens of thou-
sands of law-abiding stu-
dents to continue in their 
dreams and have access to 

quality, affordable higher 
education.”

Stavisky is running 
in the redrawn 16th Sen-
ate District encompassing 
Elmhurst, Flushing, Forest 
Hills, Fresh Meadows, Oak-
land Gardens, Rego Park 
and Woodside.

Two GOP challengers 
have emerged so far in the 
district: Oakland Gardens 
lawyer John Messer  and 
Flushing lawyer J.D. Kim, 
who received the nod of the 
Republican Party.

All state candidates 
have until mid-July to ac-
crue either 1,000 signatures 
for those running as Demo-
crats or 816 signatures for 
Republicans.

Recent winner of the 
Democratic Party primary 
for New York’s 6th Congres-
sional District, state As-
semblywoman Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) threw her 
support behind Stavisky in 
a statement issued as she 
geared up for her own run 
for Congress.

“I’m proud to sup-
port my dear friend and 
colleague Sen. Toby Ann 
Stavisky on her re-election 
campaign to Senate Dis-
trict 16,” Meng said. “She 
has demonstrated her dedi-
cation and advocacy to her 
constituents and the many 
issues that affect Queens 
through her accomplish-
ments in the state Senate. 
Toby is a candidate that 
demonstrates honesty, in-
tegrity and reliability in 
all she does — in her re-
election she will continue 
to strive at making Queens 
the best it can be for all 
families.”

Besides Meng, Stavisky 
has also received endorse-
ments from the Working 
Families and Independence 
parties, along with several 
members of the Democratic 
Party, including U.S. Sen. 
Kristen Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) 
and City Comptroller John 
Liu.

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (l.) kicks off her re-election campaign at her new Flushing headquarters with 
Peter Tu, head of the Flushing Chinese Business Association. Photo by Steve Mosco
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Free Access-A-Ride cards could save MTA $90M
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The MTA has approved free 
MetroCards for people who use 
Access-A-Ride, which it said could 
save $90 million a year by 2015.

The plan is to give the Met-
roCards, at $2.25 each, to the 
disabled who now use Access-A-
Ride, which costs the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority $60 
a trip.

The MTA’s hope is that many 
of those who use Access-A-Ride 
will turn to buses and subways if 
they are free.

The transit agency said that 
of the 175,000 people using Access-
A-Ride, only 25 percent must use 
wheelchairs and that many have 
disabilities that are such that 
they can still use mass transit. 
Users will pay the same as the 
prevailing fares of subways and 
buses with their care-providing 
attendant riding free.

Distribution of the free Met-
roCards is scheduled to be carried 
out in phases over the coming six 
months and, with just 15 percent 
of recipients choosing to use mass 
transit, the agency could realize 
a savings of $90 million by 2015, 

MTA officials said.
The offer of free MetroCards 

applies so far only to regular bus 
and subway service. No decision 
has been made on express buses.

The paratransit service was 
made mandatory by the federal 
Americans with Disabilities Act, 
which requires such transporta-
tion where there is bus or subway 
service.

Access-A-Ride was taken 
over by the MTA from the city 
Department of Transportation in 
1993.

Those applying for Access-
A-Ride service report to their 
borough’s assessment center for 
determination on whether they 
are eligible.

The MTA’s guide to Access-
A-Ride provides exhaustive rules, 
explanations, directions, sugges-
tions, cautions and facts about the 
service, including outdoor tem-
peratures that should preclude 
travel — 39 degrees or colder and 
90 degrees or hotter — and when 
you travel with a personal care 
attendant whether you may bring 
a guest on a space-availability ba-
sis.

Access-A-Ride riders could be issued free MetroCards.
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary Hospital, 
the family member is our patient, too.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

End-of-life cancer pain spreads from the patient to every member of the 
family. The anguish, stress, and feeling of abandonment experienced by 
family members are just as significant as the patient’s physical pain. For this 
very reason, Calvary Hospital is the model for delivering palliative care to 
terminally ill patients, and also world-renowned “family care”. From our 
special social workers – known at Calvary as “Family Care Practitioners” – to 
our doctors, nurses, cancer care technicians… to our recreational therapists, 
Family Care Center personnel, clergy, nutritionists, bereavement specialists, 
administration and support staff…the family members are embraced with 
love, compassion, care and non-abandonment with often needed hugs 
and companionship. We walk arm-in-arm with the patient and their family 
members…together as one. Calvary Hospital is the place Where Life Continues.

Local ‘Occupy’ protesters take on LIC’s Citi building
Neighborhood activists slam banking company in low-key, 12-hour rally within Court Square Park

BY REBECCA HENELY

Long Island City and Astoria 
activists affiliated with the Oc-
cupy Wall Street movement held 
a 12-hour-long protest adjacent 
to the Citi Building at 1 Court 
Square last week.

The activists, who numbered 
between 15 and 50 at any given 
time June 27, contended that 
while Citigroup Inc. received a 
stimulus package from the U.S. 
government to stave off bank-
ruptcy in the wake of the 2008 
economic crash, the company has 
not paid any federal income taxes 
for years since then. 

“We paid these bailouts so 
that they can pay their benefits, 
so that they can advertise,” said 
Nicholas Levis, 47, an Astoria fi-
nancial adviser and translator.

The claim comes from a state-
ment put out by U.S. Rep. Bernie 
Sanders (I-Vt.) in 2011 and is a 
talking point on liberal-leaning 
blogs, but could not be indepen-
dently confirmed.

A financial professional fa-
miliar with Citigroup’s perfor-
mance pointed out, however, that 
the banking company recorded 
heavy losses after the bailout, 

which offset its profits for at least 
two years.

Citi said in response to the 
protest, “We understand and re-
spect that consumers have choic-

es when it comes to their banking 
needs. We are proud that millions 
of Americans choose Citibank 
and we will continue to work hard 
to earn their business.”

While the Occupy movement 
is often associated with young col-
lege students, their counterparts 
at Court Square Park, at the in-
tersection of Thomson and Jack-
son avenues, were older, ranging 
from their late 20s to middle age. 
Many of them said they were em-
ployed, and some said they had 
not considered themselves activ-
ists before being galvanized by 
the Occupy Wall Street protests, 
originally in Zuccotti Park in 
Manhattan, which began in Sep-
tember 2011.

“I believe that people need to 
be held accountable for their ac-
tions, especially big banks,” said 
Emily Frail, a 27-year-old restau-
rant manager from Astoria who 
became an activist with the Zuc-
cotti protests.

Occupy Astoria/LIC was 
created by Astoria resident Ted 

Alexandro, 43, and his neighbors, 
Mark Marone and Stacey Ma-
zurek. Alexandro had recognized 
Marone in Zuccotti Park and 
after being neighbors for years, 
they became friends through the 
protest.

“I was fascinated by this idea 
that people were sleeping in a 
park to protest this corruption,” 
Alexandro said. “I was invigorat-
ed by it, fell in love with it.”

He said after the Occupy 
Wall Street demonstrators were 
kicked out of Zuccotti Park in 
November, the three of them be-
gan a local chapter. They had 20 
to 25 people at their first meeting, 
but their numbers have grown to 
about 200 through Facebook and 
the group’s website.

“It’s been in some ways grad-
ual and some ways very rapid,” 
Alexandro said.

Despite the NYPD’s contro-
versial role in clearing Zuccotti 
Park last year, the rally at Court 
Square Park was amicable be-
tween police and protesters.

Performance artist Bill “Rev. Billy” Talen (l.), of the Church of Life after Shopping, 
speaks at an Occupy Astoria/LIC protest near the Citi building at Court Square. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely
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FOCUS ON HEALTH

Adults no doubt recall being tested for scoliosis in 
school. But unless they were diagnosed with it, adults prob-
ably recall little else about scoliosis.

Though not a terribly common disorder, the fact that 
many school districts still test children for scoliosis indi-
cates it’s not entirely innocuous either. In fact, according 
to the National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal 
and Skin Diseases, three to five out of every 1,000 children 
will develop spinal curves considered large enough to war-

rant treatment.
But what is scoliosis, what causes it, and what can par-

ents of kids with scoliosis do to ensure their kids can still 
lead a normal life?

What is scoliosis?
Scoliosis is a musculoskeletal disorder in which there 

is a sideways curvature of the spine. While some kids with 
scoliosis will require treatment, others might simply need 
periodic observation by their physician.

Who is most likely to get scoliosis?
The most common type of scoliosis is adolescent idio-

pathic scoliosis, which is most likely to occur in girls over 
the age of 10. Research has also shown that idiopathic scoli-
osis can be genetic, and children who have a brother, sister, 
or parent with idiopathic scoliosis, or if any such relative 
has had it in the past, should visit their physician regularly 
for checkups and examinations.

Though it is most common in children over the age of 
10, it’s important to note that kids younger than 10 can also 
develop idiopathic scoliosis. Early onset idiopathic sco-
liosis is more common in Europe than it is in the United 
States, but children younger than 3 years old can develop 
this disorder. When a child is between the ages of 3 and 10 
and develops scoliosis, that’s known as juvenile idiopathic 
scoliosis.

What causes scoliosis?
More often than not, the cause of scoliosis is unknown. 

In fact, the National Institute of Arthritis and Musculosk-
eletal and Skin Diseases estimates that the cause of scolio-
sis is unknown 80 to 85 percent of the time. Physicians will 
look for causes such as injury or infection, and if they find 
curves, those curves are classified into two categories:

-
porary, and can be caused by an underlying condition such 
as leg length or muscle spasms. In fact, an inflammatory 
condition such as appendicitis can even result in a non-
structural curve. When treating a nonstructural curve, 
physicians treat the underlying condition and the spine 
then readjusts.

serious, and can be the result of a tissue disorder or dis-
ease. Neuromuscular diseases such as cerebral palsy or 
muscular dystrophy can result in structural curves of the 
spine. Structural curves can also be the result of a birth 
defect such as hemivertebra, when one side of a vertebra 
fails to form normally before birth. Injury, metabolic dis-
eases, and rheumatic diseases can also result in structural 
curves of the spine.

Does scoliosis have to be treated?
Each individual case of scoliosis is different, but often-

times school screening programs are in place to shed light 
on a condition and determine whether or not there is a need 
for observation as a child continues to grow. In many cases, 
children who are sent to the doctor by screening programs 
have very mild curves that don’t require treatment. If 
treatment is required, a child could be sent to an orthopae-
dic spine specialist. From there, the physician will likely 
recommend one of the following:

-
liosis are still growing, sometimes observation is all that’s 
necessary. If that’s what’s recommended, a doctor will ex-
amine the child every four to six months. If the idiopathic 
curve (the measure of the spinal curve) remains less than 
25 degrees, observation will likely remain the extent of the 
treatment needed.

are still growing is larger than 25 to 30 degrees, the doc-
tor will likely advise that a child wear a brace to keep the 
curve from getting any worse. When a child nears the end 
of his growth, the doctor will then examine the effects of 
the curve on the child’s appearance, and also determine if 
the curve is getting worse.

-
gery for children who are still growing and have a curve 
greater than 45 degrees. 

face
angel

Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they 

can enroll in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage. 

HealthHealthFocus on

Scoliosis screening of kids still important
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

David Polanco of College 
Point was inducted into Alpha 
Lambda Delta, the national honor 
society of freshmen, at the Uni-
versity of Scranton.

Tshiring Gurung of Flush-
ing was named to the Southern 
Arkansas University spring 2012 
dean’s list.

The following have graduat-
ed from SUNY New Paltz: Susan 

Li of Woodside; Judea Costes of 
College Point; Katherine Boller 
and Jonathan Talmi of Whit-
estone; Sarah Hefetz, Ingrid 

Maryansky and Nelly McCa-

rthy of Forest Hills; Alexandra 

Zielinska of Rego Park; Alicia 

Blakely and Jennifer Locascio 
of Howard Beach; Pamela Vi-

vanco of Ozone Park; Michael 

Giurato of Jackson Heights; 
Ayanna Thomas and Karen 

Yen of Fresh Meadows; Allyson 

Eames, Paula Clay, Laura Dar-

dignac, Charisma Bennett and 
Francis Rodriguez of Jamaica; 
Shaun Ben-Ari and Allison 

Sofer of Kew Gardens; Christina 

Chamorro and Thomas Garafo-

la of Richmond Hill; Eric Demy-

tor of Woodhaven; Stefanie Alu-

ia and Krystal Miller of Queens 
Village; Philip Mavrikis of 
Middle Village; Roxana Ancher 
and Alexander Dreger of Ridge-
wood; Eunice Chiang, Brian 

Gabriel, Michael Krau, Vikki 

Tseng and Andrew Banuchi of 
Flushing; Anna Han and Kelly 

McCann of Little Neck.
The following have won Unit-

ed Federation of Teachers District 
26 scholarships: Mateo Ordonez 
of PS 188, Jessica Zawadzki of 
Douglaston Community Church, 
Isabel Gonzalez of PS 133, An-

thony Ng of PS 94, Eileen Wang 
of PS 98, Gloria Shannon Lee of 
PS 115, Beatrice Arana of PS 41, 
Yu Fan “Amanda” Ma of PS 221, 
Sophie Robinson and Ricardo 

Bonilla of MS 172, Valencia 

Lewis of Benjamin N. Cardozo 
High School and Kristi Barth 
and Jason Marin of Francis 
Lewis High School.

Xavier Bernard of St. Al-
bans has graduated from Hebron 
Academy. 

Robert Dipeolu of Rosedale 
has been named to the spring 2012 
SUNYIT honors list.

Angela Amedeo and Dan-

ielle Davaros of Whitestone re-
ceived the SUNY Oneonta 2011-12 
Best and Brightest Award.

Allian Gentille of Queens 
Village, Tiffanie Hawes of South 
Ozone Park and Nicole Sasu-

Twum of Briarwood were named 
to the spring 2012 SUNYIT presi-
dent’s list.

Christopher Yip of Briar-
wood has graduated from Juniata 
College.

Michael D. Jensen of Whit-
estone has graduated from Clark-
son University.

Wendi Liu of Forest Hills 

and John J. Murray of Sunny-
side have received National Merit 
Scholarships.

The following have been ad-
mitted into Saint Augustine’s Col-
lege: Breanna Blake, Maisha 

Brown and Claudine Pierre of 
Jamaica; Deborah Oyebamiji of 
St. Albans; and Dominique Ki-

nard of South Ozone Park.
Caterina Bondi of Middle 

Village departed May 15 to spend 
five weeks at Harding University 
in Zambia with the university’s 
speech-language pathology grad-
uate program.

Kateri Clark of Queens Vil-
lage has achieved recognition for 
her winning design in the “De-
sign A Card” competition, spon-
sored by the American Associa-
tion of Teachers of Spanish and 
Portuguese, Long Island.

Danielle Gunraj of Rosedale 

has received a Graduate Student 
Excellence in Teaching Award 
from SUNY Binghamton.

Michael De Pasquale of 
Little Neck, Patricia Lavelle 
of Rego Park, Sazzad Hossain 
of Jamaica, Ariana Thomas of 
Richmond Hill and Chi Hing Siu 
of Flushing have graduated from 
the Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology.

Khristina L. Catarineau 
of College Point, Cephas Andoh 
of Corona, Justine A. Balog of 
Maspeth, Pamela A. Hubert of 
Flushing and Nicole S. Hirsh of 
Fresh Meadows have graduated 
from Quinnipiac University.

Shelley Park of Flushing 
has graduated from the School of 
Art and Design at Alfred Univer-
sity.

The following have gradu-
ated from the College of Mount 

Saint Vincent: Patricia Dono-

ghue and Anthony Garcia of 
Woodside; Nilam Joshi of Forest 
Hills; Alexandra Maldonado of 
Rego Park; Maria Batista and 
Rocio Lijo of Ozone Park; Angela 

Lanzieri and Anthony Masullo 
of Howard Beach; Vanie Mangal 
and Trisha Outar of South Ozone 
Park; Mei Dan Chen of Corona; 
Michael Alam of Jamaica; Win-

nie Tema and Veronica Thomp-

son of Queens Village; Matthew 

Morgado of Woodhaven; Ankita 

Sharma of Richmond Hill; Paulo 

Rovino de Dios of Ridgewood; 
Carolyn Hegel and Laura Sha-

piro of Middle Village; Sayuri 

Mijaro and Daniel Phelan of 
Maspeth; Sylwia Bednarska, 
Michelle Constantopes, Mar-

cus Frederic, Jerilyn Gapit, 
Anthony Mongelli, Sandra Mu-

riel and Alnnye Reyes of Flush-
ing; and Stephanie Magallanes 
and Stephanie Sebo of Fresh 
Meadows.

Jennifer Renta of Jackson 
Heights has graduated from Wil-
kes University.

Shorona Lallsingh of Ja-
maica has graduated from Fisher 
College.

Alexander Ng of Forest 
Hills participated in the National 
Student Steel Bridge Competition 
May 25 and 26 at Clemson Univer-
sity.

Academics

MilitaryAwards

Timothy Ho, a buyer 
specialist with Energized 
Realty Group in Whites-
tone, is the winner of this 
year’s 30 Under 30 — 50 
Finalists Readers’ Choice 
Award.

Air Force Airman Xing Zheng, 
son of Liqin Wu of Flushing, gradu-
ated from basic military training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, San An-
tonio, Texas.

Melissa Molfetas of Whites-
tone, serving with the 42nd Infan-
try Division Band, is promoted to 
the rank of sergeant.

William Pardue of Whites-
tone, serving with the 42nd Infan-
try Division Band, is promoted to 
the rank of sergeant.

Fabian Mendoza of Rego 
Park, serving with the 222nd Chem-
ical Co., is promoted to the rank of 
specialist.

Christopher Amorim of 
Ozone Park, serving with the 222nd 
Chemical Co., is promoted to the 
rank of specialist.

Ronald Rivas of Jamaica, 
serving with the 145th Mainte-
nance Co., is promoted to the rank 
of sergeant.

Aida Paulomolina of Jamai-
ca, serving with the 14th Finance 
Co., is promoted to the rank of staff 
sergeant.

Donique Salmon of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. D (Forward 
Support Co. Reconnaissance and 
Target Acquisition), 427th Brigade 
Support Battalion, is promoted to 

the rank of private.
Marquis Schofield of Jamai-

ca, serving with the Co. F (Forward 
Support Co. Infantry), 427th Bri-
gade Support Battalion, is promot-
ed to the rank of private.

Anthony Vieira of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. F (Forward 
Support Co. Infantry), 427th Bri-
gade Support Battalion, is promot-
ed to the rank of private.

Rodney Allen of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. G (Forward 
Support Co. Field Artillery), 427th 
Brigade Support Battalion, is pro-
moted to the rank of specialist.
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FOCUS ON QUEENS

Photos by Ken Maldonado

Photos by Christina Santucci
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Tuesday, July 10
6 - 8 PM

CityView Racquet Club
43-34 32nd Place, LIC

Join us for an evening of networking on CityView Racquet Club’s rooftop terrace. 
Admission includes one drink ticket and hors d’ouevres. 

Register  at www.licpartnership.org or 
by contacting Indra Smith at 718-786-5300 x21.

$15 for members, $20 for non-members. 

Media Sponsors: NY Daily News, Queens Courier, 
Queens Gazette, Times Ledger

Networking Night
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POWER OVER
DIABETES

Thursday, July 12
Central Library

89-11 Merrick Boulevard, Jamaica

Come dressed for exercise!
For more information 718-990-5154.

Connecting YOU with Health Care!

®

Participants should consult with their physicians before undertaking any  

exercise, nutrition or health-improvement program.

This program is made possible with a generous grant from  

The New York State Health Foundation.

present

health screenings, 
diabetes education 
and a Zumba class! 

FREE

www.queenslibrary.org

ConnectCare
and

12:30 PM -  FREE Health Screenings by  
 Joseph P. Addabbo Family Health Center

1:00 PM   -  FREE Diabetes Education by  

  American Diabetes Association followed by a  
FREE Zumba Dance Class.

Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

Located in Queens next to JFK Airport at the Aqueduct Racetrack.  
FREE Shuttle between Jamaica/Sutphin Boulevard Station & Casino.  

Pick up at Archer Avenue/Sutphin Boulevard.  
Accessible via LIRR or    trains. 

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420   
�����������	

���
���
���
�����������	��
���	�����

NYC’s  
GOT GAME!

MINUTES NOT HOURS AWAY

Wednesdays & Saturdays
����
������������������
��!�
Play for a chance to spin the big Summer Hot Wheel for  
amazing prizes like cash, FREE Play, gas cards and more:  

You could win up to $1 million!
See Genting Rewards or our web site for rules and details.

SUMMER HOT WHEELS
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Astoria resident beat girlfriend to death: DA
BY REBECCA HENELY

A 33-year-old Asto-
ria man was arraigned 
on charges of murder and 
criminal contempt Satur-
day after his girlfriend was 
found strangled and beaten 
to death in their apartment, 
the Queens district attor-
ney’s office said.

Jason Bohn, an attor-
ney and Colombia Universi-
ty graduate, allegedly made 
the 911 call that allowed 
police to discover his girl-
friend, 27-year-old Danielle 
Thomas, June 26 around 
7:30 p.m. in one of the apart-
ments at 33rd Street and 
28th Avenue, authorities 
said.

When they arrived, 
Thomas’ body was lying 
face up in a bathtub sur-
rounded by bags of ice, 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown said in a statement. 
She had multiple bruises 
and lacerations on her face, 
mouth and chest, as well as 

bruising on her neck and 
shoulders, Brown said. The 
city medical examiner later 
found she also had multiple 
internal injuries, like bro-
ken cartilage and compres-
sions in her neck, fractures 
to her rib cage and lacera-
tions to her liver, Brown 
said.

Her cause of death was 
listed as blunt force trau-
ma to the torso and neck, 
Brown said.

Inside the apartment, 
officers found two hand-
written notes. In one of 
them, Bohn allegedly said 
it was an accident and he 
had come home drunk.

“I woke up and there 
was fighting between us .... 
When I woke up again she 
was unconscious .... I am 
sorry,” the note read, ac-
cording to the DA.

The second note said, 
“Dani, I will love you for-
ever.”

Thomas worked for 
Weight Watchers.

The day after her body 
was discovered, police re-
quested the public’s help in 
finding Bohn. He was ap-
prehended late Friday in a 
White Plains, N.Y., restau-

rant with his mother and 
attorney by his side, the 
DA said. He was charged 
with murder, aggravated 
criminal contempt, crimi-
nal contempt and tamper-

ing with physical evidence, 
the DA said. He faces up to 
25 years to life in prison if 
convicted.

“Ms. Thomas  was a 
young woman with a bright 
and promising future 
whose life was brutally and 
senselessly cut short al-
legedly at the hands of the 
defendant,” Brown said. 
“This case will be vigor-
ously prosecuted to ensure 
that justice is served for 
the victim, her family and 
other victims of domestic 
violence.”

Before the incident that 
led to Thomas’ death, Bohn 
allegedly attacked Thomas 
May 24 in their apartment, 
punching her so hard in her 
face and back that she was 
bruised on her back and 
her left knee was bruised 
and swollen, according to 
the criminal complaint.

When Thomas went 
to the police June 7, Bohn 
allegedly called her at the 
114th Precinct’s station.

“It’s war! I’ll dedicate 
my life to hunting you down 
like a dog in the streets,” 
Bohn allegedly said in his 
message, according to the 
complaint. “I am going to 
make your life impossible.”

Before her visit to the 
station, Bohn had also al-
legedly sent Thomas mul-
tiple e-mail messages, the 
complaint said. In these 
messages Bohn allegedly 
said she was a “whore” and 
a “moron” and that she had 
to leave their apartment.

He was arraigned on 
these charges in Queens 
Criminal Court the next 
day, the complaint said. Af-
terward, he was released on 
his own recognizance and 
Thomas had a restraining 
order against Bohn, stating 
he was not to assault or ha-
rass her, Brown said.

Thomas had worked 
for Weight Watchers in the 
company’s financial de-
partment before her death.

Jason Bohn was picked up in White Plains, N.Y., some days after 
he allegedly beat Danielle Thomas to death, the Queens DA said. 

Photo courtesy NYPD
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BY RAPHAEL SUGARMAN

Lefteris Bournias says he’s felt like an 
outsider all of his life, a bit like the uncertain 
wind, blowing sharp or steamy one moment, 
melancholy or cool the next.

Luckily for Bournias’ fans — and due 
in large part to his ancestors’ innate appre-
ciation of the life powers of human breath 
— Bournias has used his clarinet to connect 
both loved ones and strangers for about the 
past 25 years. 

“To me, it’s an extension of my voice,” 
said the Bayside resident. “The fact I breathe 
into it, it comes alive, like an extension of my 
body.”

The Bournias family can trace their mu-
sical DNA back to at least the time of their pa-
ternal great-grandfather, Pantelis Bournias, 
on the island of Chios in the Aegean Sea. A 
notable local poet himself, Pantelis’ five chil-
dren grew up to be musicians, including two 
clarinetists, a violinist, as well as lute and 
santur players.

“I have heard that people used to ask my 
great great-grandfather to compose a poem 

Dining Out 32 Dining Out 32 
Sudoku 32 Sudoku 32 
Arts & Entertainment 33-34Arts & Entertainment 33-34

TO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DINING

Arts & Entertainment 33-34Arts & Entertainment 33-34

Dining Out 32 Dining Out 32        
Sudoku 32 Sudoku 32 
Arts & Entertainment 33-34Arts & Entertainment 33-34

TO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DININGTO THE ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND DINING

Continued on Page 33

Grewing up in New York City and Greece, Lefteris Bournias 
has applied his international influence by fusing tra-
ditional Greek composition with a contemporary flare. 

Photo courtesy Lefteris Bournias
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Answers in Sports

BY SUZANNE PARKER

When current events draw 
our attention to a particular geo-
graphic location, our gut reaction 
(literally) is to start contemplat-
ing the native cuisine. While 
others might be obsessing over 
the financial or political implica-
tions of Greece’s economic woes, 
we start wondering whether they 
will increase the number of Greek 
émigrés to Queens, and what ef-
fect that will have on the number 
and quality of Greek restaurants 
in Queens.

Those thoughts catapulted 
us out the door to Gregory’s 26 
Corner Taverna, an authentic 
Greek hideaway in the depths of 
Astoria.

Here, you could be in Athens 
or some other Greek city, sitting 
in an outdoor café with some 
not-so-young Greek men who 
look like they seldom leave their 
table. Although there are tables 
to be had in the small, dim inte-
rior, outdoors is the place to be, 
watching the world go by. Even in 
marginal weather, the streetside 

tables are fitted with a vinyl en-
closure, extending the viability of 
dining nominally alfresco.

This taverna serves a range 
of regional Greek specialties, 
split about evenly between turf 
and surf. No attention grabbing 
innovations here, just time-hon-
ored dishes expertly executed. If 
there is a signature to their culi-
nary style, it would be the ability 
to flawlessly achieve crunchy ex-
teriors with lush, juicy interiors 
— no mean feat.

Grilled octopus illustrates 
26’s deft singed-to-succulent ra-
tio. Like most of their apps, it’s 
rather hefty as a starter for a 
singleton, but perfect for sharing. 
And speaking of sharing, the cold 
appetizer platter, with its quartet 
of taramosalata (salmon roe dip), 
tzatziki (garlicky yogurt & cu-
cumber), tirokafteri (spicy cheese 
spread), and melitzanosalata 
(eggplant spread) is perfect for 
beginning your meal or linger-
ing over a bottle of one of the ex-

cellent Greek wines served here. 
The standout for us was the egg-
plant which is liberally studded 
with bits of raw garlic. The plat-
ter comes piled high with quar-
tered pita, although it’s also tasty 
with the unusual slightly whole 
wheat baguette in the bread bas-
ket. Greek salad is also reliable 
here, and generous with the feta, 

although our dining 
partner lamented the 
absence of anchovies, 

which have become a rarity on 
Greek salads.

For a wallet-friendly meat 
meal, try the biftekia, the Greek 
answer to Salibury steak. Ground 
beef, seasoned in the traditional 
Greek way with onions, oregano 
and mint, it can be had plain or 
with an internal layer of feta 
cheese. Sort of an inside-out 
cheeseburger. It comes on a plat-
ter with an assortment of pur-
posefully placed vegetables and 
your choice of fries or lemon pota-
toes. Opt for the lemon potatoes, 
the Greek standby. Like so much 
else on the menu, the biftekia is 
a counterpoint of juiciness and 

Gregory’s 26 Taverna: A skilled grill in Astoria

A quartet of dips harmonize on the cold appetizer platter. 
Photo by Suzanne Parker

DINING OUT

Gregory’s 26 
Corner Taverna

26-02 23rd Ave
Long Island City, NY 11105

(718) 777-5511
Price Range: Appetizers $6-13, 

Entrees: $7-22
Cuisine: Regional Greek

Setting: Tiny taverna with limited 
outdoor seating

Service: Friendly, effi cient.
Hours: Lunch & Dinner daily

Reservations: No
Alcohol: Greek wine 7 Beer

Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome
Music: Recorded

Takeout: Yes
Credit cards: No

Noise level: Acceptable
Handicap accessible: Yes

WIFI: No
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right on the spot,” said Bournias, 
displaying a musician’s knowl-
edge of the challenges of adlib-
bing.

His father Elias shared tales 
with him about his grandfather 
who would play gigs lasting nine 
days, during which members of 
the band “would go home and 
sleep for a few hours and then 
come back,” said Lefteris.

Decades later Elias Bour-
nias moved to New York City, to 
an unknown place called Hell’s 
Kitchen.

Elias was an artist, too, but 
in the culinary world rather than 
the musical. He became a chef 
at Manhattan’s Pierre Hotel and 
owner of the Roosevelt Coffee 
Shop, Lefteris said.

But the musical winds of the 
Bournias family never left Elias 
and in his tidbits of spare time, he 
played the Shepherd’s Flute.

“I remember picking it up a 
couple of times when I was a kid 
and making a sound,” said Left-
eris, 40.

When Lefteris was only 10, 
his father announced to his wife 

Elizabeth and three children that 
despite their success in America, 
he longed to return to his Greek 
homeland.

“When we left, we could 
barely speak Greek,” said Lefter-
is, who settled with his family in 
a small town near Athens. “The 
kids in our school were studying 
‘The Iliad’ and ‘The Odyssey,’ but 
in ancient Greek.”

As he grew into his teenage 
years, Lefteris began listening 
to Led Zeppelin, Black Sabbath, 
Pink Floyd and other rock bands. 
He asked his mother to buy him 
a guitar. 

“She said to me, ‘Why don’t 
you get a clarinet and make your 
father happy?’” Bournias re-
called.

He did, and began to play his 
instrument of wind.

With his family resettled in 
Greece, Elias Bournias traveled 
back and forth on business be-
tween Athens and New York. The 
trips sometimes lasted as long as 
a year — a long time for his wife 
and young children.

“Growing up as a boy without 
my father around very much was 
not easy,” said Lefteris. “A young 

boy looks for a sense of guidance 
and security.”

The period of his father’s 
absences coincided with the first 
tiny seedlings of Bournias’ public 
personae as a musician. He began 
playing in Greek outdoor festi-
vals called panigiria, which can 
last for 12 hours, he said.

It was as if the straight black 
clarinet was connecting father 
and son, like a felt marker on a 
map between two continents.

“There were times that I felt 
that the sound coming from my 
clarinet was connecting us,” said 
Lefteris.

For a time though, he decided 
to take a more practical route and 
enroll in the New York City Col-
lege of Technology, where he stud-
ied cooking and baking, planning 
to follow in his father’s footsteps.

Instead, a fateful audition 
would put him on the path of mu-
sic and his beloved clarinet. He 
played for Eugene Armour, the 
head of the music deparment at 
NYCCT. Armour told Bournias 
that he would be sorely mistaken 
not to study music. 

The young clarinetist en-
rolled at the Aaron Copeland 
School of Music at Queens Col-
lege. He earned both a bachelor’s 
degree and a master’s.

“I got to learn musical analy-
sis, theater and orchestration,” he 
said. “I had never really studied 
those things before.”

At the same time, he con-
tinued to play traditional Greek 
music.

These days, Lerteris has 
nicely merged both worlds. On 
the weekends, his Apollo Orches-

tra plays private functions, in-
cluding as many as 100 weddings, 
christenings and other private 
parties each year, he said.

He is also the founder and 
head of the Kavala Brass Band, 
which plays Greek music with a 
less traditional bent. Bournias 
also plays with the Meandros En-
semble, which features the music 
of Asia Minor, as well as such art-
ists as Electra Curtis, a violinist 
who fuses Greek and Arabic mu-
sic.

Last month, he was asked to 
play Cuban-Jewish music in the 
debut of Roberto Rodriguez’s Or-
questa Sarabia, a 10-piece group, 
at the David Rubinstein Atrium 
at Lincoln Center.

He has performed World Mu-
sic with the Queens Borough Phil-
harmonic and performed Zorba 
the Greek at Lincoln Center in a 
show orchestrated by the legend-
ary jazzman, Skitch Henderson. 

“Every time I play, I can vi-
sualize my great-great grandfa-
ther,” he said. “I am always car-
rying their energy. They are alive 
though the music.”

Bournias is planning to 
spend much of the summer tour-
ing in Europe. To check out his 
activities for the fall, go to www.
apollorchestas.com.

Continued from Page 31

Lefteris Bournias grew up listening to 
classic rock like Led Zeppelin, Black 
Sabbath and Pink Floyd, going on to 
pick up the clarinet in his teen years. 

Photo courtesy Lefteris Bournias

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices
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THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
CONCERTS

Warm Up 2012 — The annual 
music series Warm Up at MoMA 
PS1 is celebrating its 15th year, 
featuring temporary urban 
landscape by HWKN called 
Wendy, the winning design of 
MoMA PS1’s 13th annual Young 
Architects Program.
When: July 7 to Sept. 8; 
Saturdays, 2–9 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: momaps1.org

Target Passport Fridays — A 
summer series dedicated to 
music, fi lm and dance.
When: July 6 to Aug. 24; 
Fridays, 6:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

Hot Jazz/Cool Garden — Hot 
Jazz/Cool Garden celebrates its 
9th season with a stellar lineup: 
The Hot Sardines, Bria Skonberg 
Quartet and the Lucky Dogs. Held 

in the Armstrong Garden, these 
concerts feature traditional jazz 
bands that play and promote 
the music of Louis Armstrong. 
Tickets for each concert include 
historic house tour.
When: July 21 and Aug. 18, 2 pm
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107thAve., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 478-8274

KIDS & FAMILY

Summer Fun: Carambu — Live 
music with children friendly 
tunes.
When: July 11, 10:30–11:30 am
Where: Athens Square, 30th 
Ave. at 29th Street, Astoria
Contact: (718) 728–7820
Website: www.nycgovparks.org

Seeing Trees — View images 
from 18 artists of trees in 
various landscapes.
When: Through Aug. 18
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Wbesite: www.nyscience.org
Cartoon exhibit — Animation: 
A 6,000 square exhibit features 

characters from the Cartoon 
Network, including larger than 
life graphics, animation from 
concept to fi nished product, 
storyboarding, character 
design and drawing.
When: Through Sept. 2; 
Weekdays, 9:30 am–5 pm; 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 
am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: www.nyscience.org

 EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars 
—  Ben Rosenfeld hosts fi ve 
different comics each week. 
Comics range from underground 
NYC acts to nationally touring 
headliners. The show is 
absolutely free, no cover charge 
and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: www.bigbencomedy.

Continued on Page 34
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“It is amazing how
quickly the kids learn to
drive a car, yet are un-
able to understand the
lawnmower, snowblower
or vacuum cleaner.”

• • • Ben Bergor

Across
End of many tragedies? 
“Come here ____?” 
“I ____ the opinion...” 
Rod’s companion 
Gridiron gripper 
“Unforgettable” singer 
Concept
Excavation tool, informally 
Grandfather clock part 
Heavenly hunter 
____ out (resolve problems) 
Den mother 
Camper’s comfort, perhaps 
Holy quest object 
Patriot Nathan 
Popular music category 
“Aquarius” musical 
Call forth 
Pepsi rival 
Additionally
Black cat, maybe 
Sanctuary
Sidewalk hose hook-up 
Cook, as french fries 
Long, long time 
Golfer with an Army 
Orchestra member 
Alternative to oil painting 
Loathsome
Minute minute fraction? 
Disney mermaid 
High point 
Bone-dry
Tedious, as writing 
Not as much 

“Take ____!” (swing hard) 
Relinquish
Adolescent
First name in Russian 

      politics 
Spotted wildcat 
Show-off 
One semester, say 

Consume 
Advanced degree? 
Oak source 
Studio production 
Dairy section selections 
Non-flowering plants 
Antlered animal 
Inter-continental mountains 
Media source, perhaps 
___ of Man 
Turkish leader 
Persia, today 
Surprise attack 
River of Lyon 
Parks on a bus? 
Analogous (to) 
Cockroach, e.g. 
Arab leader 
Exceedingly
Brazilian festival 
Bid
Scent
Angel’s rings 
Annual

Day-breaks
Clear the boards 
Door sign 
Gun, in slang 
Ad man award 
Agreeable 
Shade trees 
Golf ball props 
Limit
Bruin legend Bobby 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

By Pete Canty

TimesLedger Newspapers
Jul. 5-11, 2012

It’s Elementary

IT’S ABOUT TIME  !

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

crunch.
Grilled fish is a sure-

fire winner here. “Fish of 
the day” is likely to be a 
multiple choice question. 
We chose branzino, also 
known as Mediterranean 
seabass, a fish generally 
regarded as sustainable. 
Again, the success of sim-
ple preparation with olive 
oil, herbs and lemon rests 
on skill at the grill, and 

that’s what they’ve got here 
in abundance. It comes only 
with a sprinkling of herbs 
and a lemon wedge, so go 
for one of the sides.

Our complimentary 
dessert was ravini, a semo-
lina pudding soaked in syr-
up. No other desserts were 
offered.

The Bottom Line
There are so many 

good reasons to visit Grego-
ry’s 26 Corner Taverna: the 
feeling you’ve been trans-
ported to Athens, the won-
derful food and the modest 

prices. If you really want 
a bargain, you can order a 
side dish with an appetizer 
for only an additional $2 in-
stead of the usual $5. Now 
there’s an austerity mea-
sure no one can argue with. 
Just remember to bring 
cash as they do not take 
credit cards.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide to 
Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” 
She can be reached by e-mail 
at qnsfoodie@aol.com.

Continued from Page 32

Gregory’s
com/blog/archives/astoria_
comedy_all_stars/
First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700 

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

dEMO’s Bears — Created by 
Spanish artist dEMO, the exhibit is 
comprised of a collection of neon 
glass bears of varying colors and 
heights, and that have already 
traveled through most of the 
world. The Bears most notable 
exhibition to date was their tenure 
at the 2010 Venice Biennale.
When: Through Aug. 31
Where: Sky View Center, 40-24 
College Point Blvd., Flushing

Ada Bobnis: Stages, Mountains, 
Water — Site-specifi c installation 
that transforms the museum’s 
second-fl oor into a Caribbean 
landscape. Geometric 
compositions in hues of blue 
and green are either painted on 
the wall or adhered to the glass 
railing façade in the form of 
translucent color fi lm. The work 
is inspired by the Panama Canal, 
one of the most transformative 
world events in the 19th century.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

Caribbean: Crossroads of 
the World — A fi rst-time 
collaborating with El Museo del 
Barrio to highlight over two 
centuries of rarely seen works 
from the Haitian Revolution 
(1804) to the present. The 
show features some 400 works 
including painting, sculpture, 
prints, books, photography, 
fi lm, video and historic artifacts 
from Caribbean nations, Europe 
and the United States.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.
org

Portrait of a King — Susan 
Varo’s tribute to Michael 
Jackson.
When: Through July 31
Where: Langston Hughes Public 
Library, 100-01 Northern Blvd., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 651-1100
Website: www.queenslibrary.
org

Bill Bollinger — Bollinger made 
signifi cant waves in the late 
1960s, challenging the limits of 
sculpture and expanding thought 
regarding concept, materiality, 
and commodity. His works were 
made from primarily pre-
fabricated industrial supplies, 
such as sawhorses, oil drums, 
rubber tubing and cyclone 
fence. Focusing on the gesture 
of construction and the physical 
limits of material, Bollinger’s 
work addressed ideas of gravity, 
balance and material nature.
When: Through July 30
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratesscultpurepark.org

Civic Action — Opening 
reception May 13. Artists: 
Natalie Jeremijenko and 
xClinic, Mary Miss, Rirkrit 
Tiravanija, and George Trakas. 

Co-organized with The Noguchi 
Museum and curated by Amy 
Smith-Stewart.
When: Through Aug. 5
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: www.
socratesscultpurepark.org

Industry/Cinema — The 
installation Industry/Cinema 
is a split-screen work that 
juxtaposes images from 
industrial fi lms and popular 
fi lms made between 1896 and 
1991. With specialized dual-
channel headphones, visitors 
are able to toggle between the 
soundtracks, creating an ever-
changing interplay between 
sound and image as they take 
an illuminating journey through 
fi lm history.
When: Through Aug. 12
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: www.movingimage.us

Seeing Trees — View images 
from 18 artists of trees in 
various landscapes.
When: Through Aug. 18
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: nyscience.org

EDUCATION

Korean Temple Food Lecture 
— By Joungmook Seunim. 
Recipes taught will include 
lotus leaf rice, pickled tofu, 
steamed aged kimchi, picked 
cucumber mixed rice, oak 
sprout riceball, radish mool 
kimchi, seasoned dry seaweed. 
RSVP by phone.
When: July 5, 4–6 pm, and July 
6, 4–6 pm
Where: Yegam Art Space, 196-
50 Northern Blvd., Auburndale
Contact: (732) 693-7205
Website: facebook.com/
hyoandjoungseunim

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Golden Dragon Acrobats — Recognized 
throughout the United States and abroad as the 
premier Chinese acrobatic touring company, the 
Golden Dragon Acrobats represent the best of a 
time-honored tradition that began more than 25 
centuries ago. World-renowned impresario Danny 
Chang and choreographer Angela Chang combine 
award-winning acrobatics, traditional dance, 
spectacular costumes, ancient and contemporary 
music and theatrical techniques to present a show 
of breathtaking skill and spellbinding beauty. 
When: July 5 to Aug. 5; Saturdays 1 pm and 7 pm; 
Sundays 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, Corona

Contact: Box Offi ce 718-760-0064; Administration 
718-760-0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle Meeting — 
Formerly known as the Playwrights Circle of 
Great Neck, this open group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing exercises for 
playwrights in Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

Continued from Page 33
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www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street 
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Guide toDINING To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

718-747-1414BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Waterside Restaurant

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

718-849-3939

VILLAGGIO
���������	

���
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 7/9/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

171717
Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8145-35K mi.   20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$21,981

$5,981
P/W, P/L, Auto, A/C, Stk#U8337-123K mi.

*

2004 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4
$4,981

Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, STK#U8253-106K mi.

*

2004 HYUNDAI

SONATA GLS
$7,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8261-99K mi.

*

2006 NISSAN

ALTIMA 2.5 S SEDAN
$7,981

Leather, Sunroof, All Power, Stk#U8335-85K mi.

*

2004 TOYOTA

CAMRY SE V6

$10,981
A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloy Wheels, Stk#U8368-56K mi.

2006 MINI

COOPER
$8,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, 3rd Row, Stk#U8263-58K mi.

*

2006 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
$7,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8182-86K mi.

*

2002 JEEP

LIBERTY 4X4

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL ✔
$8 Oil Changes

✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Leather, Moonroof, All Power, Stk#U8242-50k mi.

BUY
FOR

2010 BMW

328i

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8366-48K mi.

*

2003 NISSAN

PATHFINDER SE 4X4

*

*
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Sports

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Two and a half years 
after he tragically collapsed 
and died playing a game of 
pick-up basketball at Farm-
ingdale State College, of 
Long Island, Dominic Mur-
ray hasn’t been forgotten.

In fact, the memory of 
the former Monsignor Mc-
Clancy student and player, 
who died at the age of 17 of 
an enlarged heart, has been 
kept alive by friends, for-
mer teammates and teach-
ers. He was be remembered 
Saturday with the Dom 
Heart 21 Classic Day at the 
Queens Catholic school.

The Dominic A. Mur-
ray 21 Memorial Founda-
tion and McClancy will 
host a heart awareness day 
and basketball games fea-
turing local CYO and AAU 
teams at the school, at 71-06 
31st Ave. in East Elmhurst. 
There will be a special “Re-
union” game with Murray’s 
former McClancy team-
mates taking on his child-
hood teammates return-
ing to pay homage to their 
fallen friend.

Championship games 
were held at Farmingdale 
State College Sunday.

Doors opened at 8 a.m. 
Potentially lifesaving in-
formation on Sudden Car-
diac Arrest, Free Hands 
Only CPR training and free 
health and wellness screen-
ings were offered. There 
was also entertainment, 
fun activities for the entire 
family, food, raffles, con-
tests and give-a-ways.

At noon, the founda-
tion presented awards to 
community leaders for 

their commitment to shed 
light on SCA in the commu-
nity. State Sen. Jose Peralta 
(D-East Elmhurst), state 
Assemblyman Jeffrion Au-
bry (D-Corona), Assembly-
man Michael DenDekker 
(D-Jackson Heights) and 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras (D-East Elmhurst) 
will be recognized. At 2 
p.m., the foundation donat-
ed automated external defi-

brillators to youth-serving 
organizations in the dis-
trict.

Dominic Murray was a 
happy, energetic, seemingly 
healthy 17-year-old when he 
went into sudden cardiac 
arrest and collapsed on the 
basketball court at SUNY 
Farmingdale State College 
during an open gym pick-
up game in October 2009.

Dominic’s mother, Me-
linda, founded the Dominic 
A. Murray 21 Memorial 
Foundation, a nonprofit 
named for Dominic, in 2010. 
The foundation’s mission is 
“to promote sports heath, 
education and safety.” Its 
goal is to help prevent sud-
den cardiac arrest in young 
athletes.

Queens defeated in battle
Bronx beats borough squad in fi rst match-up, more to come

Fallen McClancy 
baller remembered

BY ZACH BRAZILLER AND 
JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The Bronx knocked off 
Queens in the first contest 
in the Battle of the Bor-
oughs, but unlike the previ-
ous two years, this was just 
the beginning.

The Battle of the Bor-
oughs was previously a 
one-day event featuring all 
five boroughs in August, 
but now the teams will play 
a series of scrimmages to 
set up seeding for the one-
day tournament in August.

The entire sched-
ule will be announced in 
the coming days, with all 
games played at Rivington 
Court, the newly built home 
for Team Nike 2 — a profes-
sional streetball all-star 
team which will face other 
star-studded teams on a 
weekly basis this summer 
on the Lower East Side.

“Now it formalizes 
into a program, not just a 
game,” said Bronx Coach 
Bernard Bowen. “That’s 
something that the kids 
can look forward to.”

In the opener June 27, 
Deandre Bembry of St. Pat-
rick (N.J.) scored 14 points, 
Terry Larrier of Our Sav-
ior Lutheran had nine 
points, Christ the King’s 
Adonis DeLaRosa added 
eight points and Putnam 
Science Academy’s (Conn.) 
Dayshon Smith had seven 
as the Bronx knocked off 
Queens 65-48. Boys & Girls’ 
Rashad Andrews scored 15 
points for Queens and Holy 
Cross’ Marquise Moore had 
14.

“It gives us a chance to 
feel each other out and see 
what we are up against,” 

said Long Island Lutheran 
forward Kentan Facey, who 
played for Queens.

The highly sought-af-
ter Smith, who has scores 
of mid-major offers and is 
beginning to compile high-
major interest, had the play 
of the game, a steal and 
right-handed slam over An-

drews, who prides himself 
on his defense.

“I got sneaky athleti-
cism,” said the 6-foot-2 point 
guard who is playing with 
the New York Lightning 
this summer. “A lot of peo-
ple don’t know I can jump. 
I told my teammate [Adonis 
DeLaRosa] it was going to 

happen, not particularly on 
[Andrews]. I felt I was go-
ing to dunk on somebody. It 
was that type of night.”

Andrews laughed it 
off afterward, in front of 
Smith, though it was no 
laughing matter during the 
game as the in-your-face 

Dayshon Smith scored seven points, including a big dunk, in the Bronx’s 65-48 win over Queens in the 
first Battle of the Boroughs scrimmage. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 39

Dominic Murray 
died from 

sudden cardiac 
arrest during a 
pickup game in 
October 2009.
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Former Campus Magnet star has Magic draft
BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Kyle O’Quinn saw his 
name flash across the tele-
vision screen, felt his Pas-
tor Gregory Perry’s Vir-
ginia home basically shake 
and took a deep breath of 
exultation and elation.

The former Campus 
Magnet standout from 
Queens, who led Norfolk 
State to one of the biggest 
upsets in NCAA Tourna-
ment history in March, 
completed his Cinderella-
story journey last Thurs-
day night when he was 
drafted in the second round 
(49th overall) by the Orlan-
do Magic.

“It’s a miracle,” he said 
after becoming Norfolk 
State’s first NBA draftee 
since Lee Johnson was 
taken in the third round 
of the 1988 draft by the De-
troit Pistons. “There’s no 
other word I can use. No-
body would’ve thought this 
back in 2008. The amount 
of work that had to be put 
in, from start to finish, it 

looked like it was too much. 
To get there is like, wow.”

The 6-foot-9 forward 
with limited varsity high 
school basketball expe-
rience held just a single 
scholarship offer — from 
Norfolk State — coming 
out of Campus Magnet. He 
made the most of his four 
years at Norfolk, capped 
by his sterling season in 
which he was the Mid-East-
ern Athletic Conference 
Player of the Year and led 
the Spartans to a shocking 
upset of Missouri, just the 
fifth time a 15th seed has 
taken down a No. 2, in the 
NCAA Tournament.

“It’s a tribute to him, 
his work ethic,” Norfolk 
State Coach Anthony Evans 
said. “What he’s getting is a 
result of that.”

O’Quinn’s story is 
a rags-to-riches tale. He 
didn’t take basketball seri-
ously until senior year at 
Campus Magnet. He landed 
at Norfolk State, but strug-
gled until midway through 
his junior year. With the 

Spartans in a midst of an 
11-game losing streak, he 
had an epiphany, realizing 
he had to get more serious 
on the court, cut out the 
joking and lapses of focus.

He carried Norfolk 
with him, leading the 
Spartans to its first NCAA 
Tournament victory this 
year and a 26-win regular 
season, the school’s most 
victories since 1995. He was 
also named MEAC Tour-
nament MVP and the Lou 
Henson Award winner at 
the nation’s top “mid-ma-
jor” player.

“To see my name 
called, no money can pay 
back everyone who helped 
me and the program rise 
to get this opportunity,” he 
said. “It’s a wonderful expe-
rience.”

O’Quinn worked out 
for 18 teams, but not Orlan-
do. He did speak with assis-
tant general manager Scott 
Perry leading up to the 
draft. He was pleased it was 
the Magic who took him. 
With little frontcourt depth 

and the possibility super-
star center Dwight Howard 
could get traded, O’Quinn 
may have an opportunity to 
find his way into the rota-
tion immediately.

“It’s another team on 
the rise just like Norfolk 
State,” he said. “The ex-
perience I had at Norfolk 
State, I can carry that on 
to the locker room with the 
Magic.”

O’Quinn has always 
been fond of Orlando, fol-
lowing them in the days of 
Anfernee “Penny” Hard-
away and Shaquille O’Neal. 
Now he will get to be a part 
of the Magic.

“The Orlando Magic is 
one of those franchises you 
always respect,” he said. 
“To go to a franchise with 
that kind of tradition and 
the path they’ve set, it’s go-
ing to be wonderful to put 
that Magic jersey on.”

O’Quinn was one of 
two Queens products to go 
in the second round, Doron 
Lamb of Kentucky being the 

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Orlando Sanchez, the 
6-foot-9 JUCO standout out 
of Monroe College, forgot 
for a moment the name of 
the postseason tournament 
— the NCAA Tournament 
— all college players want 
to compete in, but he knew 
with St. John’s University’s 
incoming class it’s a possi-
bility.

“They say everyone 
coming into St. John’s is 
very good,” he said June 26 
at Nike Pro City at Baruch 
College in lower Manhat-
tan. “We have a lot of pos-
sibilities.”

Sanchez, a gifted shot-
blocker and athlete for 
his size, is a major part of 
the Red Storm’s impres-
sive class, which includes 
impact forwards JaKarr 
Sampson (Brewster Acade-
my) and Chris Obekpa (Our 
Savior New American) and 
guards Felix Balamou (Our 

Savior), Texas A&M trans-
fer Jamal Branch, Harvard 
transfer Max Hooper and 
sharpshooter Marco Bour-
gault, Sanchez’s Monroe 
teammate. He picked the 
Johnnies over Providence 
and Auburn.

“Orlando can play-
make, shot-make, defend 
multiple positions, block 
shots and rebound,” St. 
John’s Coach Steve Lavin 
said shortly after Sanchez 
signed.

A versatile forward, 
Sanchez was named to the 
All-Tournament team at 
the NJCAA Nationals as 
Monroe finished fifth in 
the tournament. Sanchez, 
who averaged 10.2 points 
and 7.8 rebounds per game 
this past year, chose St. 
John’s because of the rela-
tionship he developed with 
the coaching staff — “I like 
the coaches, they talked to 
me every day,” he said — 
and its close proximity to 

Monroe.
Before he begins the 

next step of his career, 
Sanchez is playing with 

Dyckman/NYAC at Nike 
Pro City, getting back into 
playing shape after spend-
ing six weeks in his native 

Dominican Republic.
“It’s a good experi-

ence,” he said after scoring 
two points, grabbing five 
rebounds and adding two 
assists in a 102-97 loss to the 
Franchise. “I never played 
here before. There are NBA 
[players] here.”

Ervin enjoys season 

in Ukraine, ready to cut 

down on summer hoops: 
Dating back to his days of 
high school at Robeson, 
Gary Ervin has spent his 
summers on the city’s 
streetball circuit, playing 
multiple games per day. 
He remains as passionate 
about the sport at the age 
of 27 as he was at 17, but he 
also has family to take care 
of.

That’s why Ervin will 
scale back his schedule 
over the next few months, 
to prepare himself for next 
year — he has yet to decide 
where he will play — and 
spend as much time with 

his two children: daughter 
Neve’a, 6, and son Amare, 
3.

“I want to enjoy my 
time with family and 
friends,” he said.

Ervin is coming off a 
solid year overseas, play-
ing with BC KYIV. He 
averaged 14 points, four 
rebounds and four assists 
per game. He enjoyed his 
time in the Ukraine Super 
League, describing Kiev as 
a “beautiful city,” The only 
drawback was the frigid 
weather.

Ervin plans to avoid 
television the next few 
days. He’s never watched 
the NBA Draft; in fact, it is 
a painful time for him.

“I feel like I belong 
there,” he said. “All the 
top players I’ve played 
against.”

Late miscues cost 

Dyckman/NYCAC: Dyck-
man had two chances in the 

Queens native Kyle O’Quinn was drafted in the second round of the 
NBA Draft by the Orlando Magic. AP Photo/Nati Harnik file

St. John’s signee excited about team’s incoming talent

Gary Ervin scored 30 points in the Franchise’s 102-97 win over 
Dyckman’NYAC at Nike Pro City. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 39

Continued on Page 39
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hbchevy.com

Hours: Mon-Thur: 9-9, Fri: 9-7, Sat: 9-6

QUEENS BLVD &
YELLOWSTONE BLVD

FOREST HILLS

718-263-7700Auto, AC, PW, PL, CD, OnStar,
Satellite Radio. MSRP: $18,590

BRAND NEW 2012
CHEVROLET CRUZE LS

33 MPG
HWY*

Prices incl rebates. Tax & MV fees add'l. Must have
‘99 or newer non-GM lease. †Financing and lease
subj to prime lender approval with S-Tier credit. 12k
mi/yr, 20c ea add'l mi. Due at signing: Cruze=
$2675; Malibu=$2975; Equinox=$4150; Traverse
$3275. No sec dep. Lessee responsible for excess
wear & maint. Must take delivery from dealer stock
by 6/30/12. *EPA estimate. Prior orders excluded.
NYC DCA#0886160. DMV Fac #7055788

Auto, AC, PW, PL, CD, OnStar.
MSRP: $24,355

Auto, AC, PW, PL, CD, OnStar.
Satellite Radio. MSRP: $23,255

BRAND NEW 2012 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX LS

BRAND NEW 2012
CHEVROLET MALIBU LS

$99
YOUR CHOICE!

PER MONTH!†

BRAND NEW 2012
CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LS

Auto, V6,AC, PW, PL, CD, OnStar.
MSRP: $31,175

Lease For Only

For 24 Months!

35 MPG
HWY*

32 MPG
HWY*

24 MPG
HWY*

dunk was replayed on the 
big screen several times.

“He got lucky,” An-
drews said.

Andrews will have 

a chance at redemption 
and the next time Queens 
takes the floor together, it 
will likely have former St. 
John’s and Dayton com-
mit Jevon Thomas and na-
tional prospect Jermaine 
Lawrence, neither of whom 
was on hand June 27. The 
Bronx, it should be noted, 

was without Chris Mc-
Cullough, considered one 
of the top players in the 
country in the class of 2014.

“It’s better,” DeLaRo-
sa said of the new format. 
“Now we are going to play 
with and against each other 
throughout the summer.”

Continued from Page 37

Battle
other. The former Bishop 
Loughlin standout, consid-
ered one of the top shooters 
in the draft, was taken with 
the 43rd overall pick by the 
Milwaukee Bucks.

Lamb served a pivotal 
role in the Wildcats win-
ning a national champion-
ship, scoring 22 points in 

the NCAA Tournament fi-
nals victory over Kansas. 
He was one of six Kentucky 
players taken.

“They came out of 
nowhere and I’m happy 
that they chose him, out 
of nowhere tonight as far 
as I know,” Lamb’s father, 
Calvin, said. “It was shock-
ing to the sense that it was 
Milwaukee, but it wasn’t 

shocking he went where he 
went because me person-
ally I think he should have 
went a lot earlier.”

Lamb was unable to be 
reached for comment.

Iona College point 
guard Scott Machado, who 
led the nation in assists at 
9.9 per game, was bypassed, 
along with West Virginia 
forward Kevin Jones from 
Mount Vernon and Xavier 
point guard Tu Holloway 
out of Hempstead, L.I.

Continued from Page 38

Draft

final 9.9 seconds to either go 
ahead or take the lead and 
failed to get off a shot either 
time in a 102-97 basketball 
loss to the Franchise. Trail-
ing the Franchise by a point 
with 9.9 seconds left, Nate 
Brown and Sean Marshall 
had a miscommunication 

as Marshall cut to the bas-
ket when Brown figured he 
would stay on the wing.

After New Jersey Nets 
guard Sundiata “Yatta” 
Gaines made two free 
throws, Marshall drove to 
the hoop, hung in the air 
and threw the ball away 
again. Gaines iced the game 
with two more free throws.

Ervin led the Fran-
chise with 30 points; Gaines, 
the former Archbishop Mol-

loy star, had 29 points, nine 
rebounds and four assists; 
and Scotty Hopson, previ-
ously of Tennessee, had 
12 points. Marshall had 27 
points and five assists in 
defeat for Dyckman, former 
Fordham and St. John’s 
Prep dynamo Bryant Dun-
ston had 21 points and 13 re-
bounds and former Cornell 
standout Jeff Foote added 
12 points and 11 rebounds.

Continued from Page 38

Talent

SJU student first NBA draftee since ’01
Moe Harkless last 

week became the first St. 
John’s University player 
since 2001 to be drafted to 
the National Basketball 
Association. He is the 60th 
all-time St. John’s player to 
be drafted into the NBA, ac-
cording to the university.

Harkless, the Big East 
rookie of the year, was 
picked No. 15 overall by the 
Philadelphia 76ers in New-
ark last Thursday.

He was called on to 
the stage by NBA Com-
missioner David Stern as 
No. 15 overall, marking 
the highest St. John’s draft 
pick since Malik Sealy was 
drafted No. 14 overall by the 
Indiana Pacers in 1992.

“Moe is the most well-
rounded and complete 
player I’ve coached relative 
to this juncture or stage of 
a playing career,” said St. 
John’s head Coach Steve 
Lavin in a release. “His 
intellect, size, skill set and 

athleticism set him apart 
from others. Not surpris-
ingly, Moe impressed NBA 
brass in his recent work-
outs and interviews. We are 
happy for Moe and his fam-
ily. Given the rich heritage 
of St. John’s basketball, it 
is a noteworthy distinction 
to be chosen at No. 15, the 
highest drafted Johnny in 
20 years.”

Lavin called the 76ers 
a young up-and-coming 
NBA franchise.

“Moe’s particular tal-
ents will fit nicely with 
the uptempo and flexible 
system employed by Coach 
Doug Collins,” he said.

From 1997-2006, a to-
tal of 13 players signed or 
coached by Lavin became 
draft choices. Baron Davis, 
a 1999 lottery pick at No. 3 
overall, is a two-time NBA 
All-Star who completed his 
13th season in 2011-12. Earl 
Watson, a 2001 draft choice, 
is now a 12-year NBA vet-

eran. Trevor Ariza was the 
last signee during Lavin’s 
UCLA tenure. Harkless be-
comes the first basketball 
player of the Lavin Era at 
St. John’s to be selected 
in the NBA Draft, and the 
second NBA player overall 
after D.J. Kennedy’s call-up 
to the Cleveland Cavaliers 
in April.

“I know that they are a 
really young team and that 
they play really fast. I think 
that’s the type of game that 
I like to play, and I think 
I’ll fit in well,” said Hark-
less, of Philadelphia in a 
release. “That’s really cool 
to me because I’ve pretty 
much been close to home 
my whole life, going to St. 
John’s and being from New 
York and having my family 
close and being able to come 
out to games is definitely a 
great feeling.”

— Colin DeVries

York coach now on CUNY track and field body

York College’s head coach of track 
and field, Mark Benjamin, has been 
named the CUNY Athletic Conference 
Men’s Outdoor Track and Field Coach 
of the Year. This is Benjamin’s first year 
coaching at York College in Jamaica.

With Benjamin’s accolades, seven 
members of the men’s and women’s track 
and field squads were selected as CUNY-
AC All-Stars.

“I’m very pleased that my colleagues 
voted to give me this award,” said Benja-
min, “especially this being my first year 
at York College. Of course, I could not 
have done so well without the guidance 
and support of my wife, assistant Coach 
Jenny Benjamin, who in many ways 
was the real force behind our success 
as a developing program. I must thank 
my track athletes at York who became a 

warm, loving and intense group of com-
petitors who were really open to a differ-
ent type of training that paid off for most 
of them.”

Benjamin earned the honor after 
taking over the reins of the Cardinals 
this season and leading the men’s squad 
to a third-place finish at the CUNYAC 
Outdoor Championships. The Cardinals 
improved upon a fourth-place finish at 
CUNYAC Indoor Championships, as well 
as a fourth-place finish at the 2011 Out-
door Championships.

Earning the All-Star nods for the 
men were Tarik Weekes, Jason Shaw, 
Steve Burnett, Wayne James, Olabimpe 
M. Ologundudu and Christopher Pegue-
ro. Maria Suero-Santos was named an 
All-Star on the women’s side.
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cent next year.
“I can’t imagine that 

anything they did is going 
to help me,” he said. “It’s go-
ing to be years before any-
body knows if that actually 
works.”

The debate over the 
law will likely rage on un-
til it is fully implemented 
in 2014, but Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg wondered if 

anything would actually 
change in New York state 
and across the county, since 
the law was already on its 
way to being implemented.

“I’m not sure after all 
of the yelling and scream-
ing and all the politics 
around this there’s really 
any great change,” he said 
on WOR radio.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

case, that forensic evidence 
exists in every case or that 
forensic tests take seconds 
and are available immedi-
ately. The shows also por-
tray a handful of investiga-
tors working on all aspects 
of one case, when in reality 
multiple agencies handle 
many different aspects of 
a case.

Fischer said in some 

studies prosecutors re-
ported jurors who watch 
crime dramas would be 
suspicious or less willing to 
convict if forensic or DNA 
evidence was not available. 
Sometimes the demand for 
more evidence of this type 
can result in laboratories 
and then courts becoming 
backlogged with cases.

On the other hand, Fis-
cher said there had been no 
indication that conviction 
rates have decreased since 
“CSI” has become popular. 
She also said the show has 

had the effects of making 
jurors more pro-prosecutor 
and has destigmatized vic-
tims of rape.

Fischer told SAFE ex-
aminers that with the rise 
of “CSI,” their evidence 
gathering has been crucial 
to convincing the jury of a 
criminal’s guilt.

“The work that you 
do in the hospital is what 
jurors are looking for,” she 
said.

Rebecca Carman, a so-
cial worker at the hospital, 
said she thought it was ben-

eficial for SAFE examiners 
to hear from Fisher, whose 
work comes at the end of 
the conviction process, 
whereas theirs starts at the 
beginning.

“She’s definitely way 
more incredible than any-
one you see on TV,” Car-
man said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

also on parkland, legisla-
tion allowing the construc-
tion would need to be draft-
ed on the state level.

And one lawmaker al-
ready knows which team he 
is rooting for.

“It’s a win-win for 
Queens,” said state Assem-
blyman Francisco Moya 
(D-Jackson Heights), who is 
such an avid soccer fan that 

he has traveled 15 times to 
see his favorite team, the 
European soccer club FC 

Barcelona.
Moya, of Ecuadorian 

descent, is not alone in his 
love for the game, he said.

“Take a poll and you 
will see that soccer is the 
No. 1 sport people play, 
watch, live and breathe 
in this area,” he said, re-
ferring to neighborhoods 
like Corona and Jackson 
Heights with large Latino 
populations.

Other neighborhoods 

in the borough housing 
enclaves of European im-
migrants, like Astoria and 
Woodside, are also home to 
avid soccer fans. As proof, 
Moya referenced a one-time 
game between Greece and 
Ecuador held at Citi Field 
that sold out in a day.

As part of the agree-
ment being floated around 
to lawmakers on both the 
city and state levels, the 
league would also spruce 
up several existing soccer 
fields in the park for public 
use, would refurbish some 

of the aging buildings in 
the park and by state law 
would be required to build 
an equivalent amount of 
parkland somewhere else 
in the five boroughs, ac-
cording to sources familiar 
with the project.

The league has been 
eyeing the area formerly 
known as the Flushing 
Airport. It is a large swath 
of land in College Point 
behind the neighborhood’s 
corporate park, sources 
said.

ment on the parking lot is 
even legal — it technically 
sits on strictly regulated 
parkland — the city has 
contended that a 1961 state 
law allows development in 
the footprint of Citi Field 
and all of the surrounding 
parking lots.

“This project is al-
lowed under the same 1961 
state legislation that autho-
rized the construction of 
Shea Stadium and also per-
mits a broad range of other 
uses beyond stadiums,” 
said Elizabeth Taylor, of 
the city Law Department. 
“The planned entertain-
ment and retail destination 
will enhance the attraction 
of Citi Field and the entire 

Flushing Meadows area.”
The legislation does 

 indeed stipulate that the 
parking lots and stadium 
land can be used for a wide 
variety of retail, recreation, 
entertainment, amusement 
or educational uses.

There are a few cave-
ats.

The law basically 
requires that any devel-
opment provide a benefit 
to the people of the city 
through economic stimula-
tion or cultural use or the 
development could comply 
with the law if it aids in the 
financing of the stadium 
or any development associ-
ated with that stadium.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by januta@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-
4566.

egy — closing struggling 
schools — does not work.”

Bloomberg and city 
Schools Chancellor Dennis 
Walcott issued a joint state-
ment, accusing 
the union of put-
ting its members’ 
interests above 
students and pledging to 
challenge the arbitrator’s 
decision.

“Today’s decision is 
an injustice to our children 
that — if allowed to stand 
— will hurt thousands of 
students and compromise 
their futures. The ruling 
puts the career interests 
of adults ahead of the edu-

cational needs of children, 
and it contradicts the state 
Department of Education’s 
decision authorizing our 
plan to move forward,” the 
statement read.

“The plan was per-
mitted by state law and is 

consistent 
with exist-
ing union 
contracts, 

but we now risk losing the 
opportunity to hire effec-
tive faculty eager to be 
a part of the new school 
community,” the statement 
said. “We will appeal the 
decision because we will 
not give up on the students 
at these 24 schools.”

2009.
But after federal inves-

tigators began to probe his 
campaign finances and the 
onetime Flushing council-
man found himself mak-
ing headlines, it took a toll 
on the neighborhood that 
elected him, Tu said.

While Liu has not been 
accused of any wrongdoing, 
sending Meng to Congress 
offered the population an-
other opportunity to feel 
proud, according to Tu.

“We feel like we have 
to show our power to the 
majority of the people,” he 
said.

That power was evi-
dent June 26 and was not 
lost on the borough’s Demo-

cratic Party leader, Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights), who called 
the election “historic” at 
Meng’s victory party in 
Bayside.

Lancman, too, noticed 
the excitement surround-
ing the prospect of Meng’s 
election that might not 
have existed for the other 
candidates.

“Without a doubt, her 
base of support were very 
excited about the histori-
cal aspect of her candidacy 
that was beyond the normal 
ebb and flow of politics,” he 
said.

But having $760,000 
compared to Lancman’s 
$460,000, according to pre-
liminary Federal Election 
Commission tallies, and 
hundreds of people involved 
in ground operations on 
Election Day did not hurt 

Meng either, according to 
Lancman.

“Grace was much 
more successful in turning 
out her supporters than we 
were,” he said.

But Meng also won in 
districts that were consid-
ered not part of her base.

In Lancman’s Assem-
bly district, for example, 
she bested her opponent by 
200 votes.

Crowley won the As-
sembly district that covers 
portions of her home turf 
including  Maspeth and 
Middle Village in the east, 
but Meng beat out both of 
her opponents in the dis-
trict that covers Elmhurst.

Overall, the turnout 
for the primary was a dis-
mal 13 percent to 15 per-
cent, based on preliminary 
results — and in some cases 
that turnout was hampered 

by city Board of Elections 
workers, who unjustly 
turned some people away 
from the polls, according 
to an agency that was moni-
toring.

The Asian American 
Legal Defense and Educa-
tion Fund found several in-
stances of voters being de-
nied a written ballot when 
their information did not 
appear to be in the system.

Under federal law, any 
voter has the option of fill-
ing out what is known as 
an affidavit ballot and hav-
ing that ballot checked at a 
later date.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.
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Vincent’s Opticians in 
Bayside has a reputation 
for quality — and it goes 
back a long way.

Owner Paul Nicolosi’s 
father was an optician as 
well as his grandfather.

Many customers say 
they used to come to Vin-
cent’s when they were chil-
dren, tagging along with 
their parents on errands.

And in some ways, not 
much has changed.

“It goes back to the old 
Sicilian ways,” Nicolosi 
said, referring to his father 
Antonino, who immigrated 
to the country a generation 
before. “An old-fashioned 
business.”

Nicolosi’s main draw 
is quality and customer 
care, he said, two concepts 
that often get lost in the 
digital age.

Vincent’s does not do a 
lot of advertising. Instead, 

he gets most of its business 
through referrals from doc-
tors.

The ophthalmologists 
know they can rely on Vin-
cent’s because, according 
to Nicolosi, he makes sure 
the job is done right.

“There is a doctor who 
has an optician’s office 
right next door to his,” said 
Nicolosi. “But he sends his 
patients over to me.”

On a wall in the mod-
estly sized store, a posted 
sign instructs customers to 
be patient — and for good 
reason.

Nicolosi goes through 
extensive preparations to 
ensure that both the spec-
tacles fit and are the right 
prescription. Curiously, 
some of the routine mea-
surements he takes puzzle 
some customers, who had 
not even have them taken 
in other stores.

Vincent’s carries a 
wide variety of lenses, but 

the Italian population in 
the Bayside and Whites-
tone area tends to prefer 
European designers.

Carrara, Gucci and 
Trussardi frames are just 
some of the wares offered.

On a recent Thursday, 
two women walked into the 
store complaining about 
some crooked frames they 
bought somewhere else. 
Nicolosi plied the glasses 
with a small screwdriver at 
the back of the store, find-
ing the best adjustment he 
could without breaking the 
lenses, and handed them 
back.

The women insisted on 
paying, but ultimately con-
ceded and left.

“It’s no charge. It’s 
what we do,” Nicolosi told 
one of them.

The optician then sank 
back into his chair.

The personal touch is 
becoming no match for the 
lures of the Internet, he 

said.
When Nicolosi’s fam-

ily set up shop in Queens 
in the 1950s, a charismatic 
owner and word of mouth 
was all that was needed to 
fill the store.

Now Vincent’s has to 
deal with Yelp reviews and 
mail order contact lenses, 
and Nicolosi points out his 
store will match any price 
and ship the lenses as well.

But Nicolosi hopes the 
old adage holds true — you 
get what you pay for — and 
that potential customers 
know that good work takes 
time.

The Nicolosi family 
has spent a long time prac-
ticing.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Bayside optometrist sticks to old-school ways
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ALL ITEMS FROM HOT BEAT ELECTRONICS ARE RETURNABLE FOR EXCHANGE ONLY WITHIN 7 DAYS. NO REFUNDS. PRICES EXPIRE JUNE 15, 2012. NYC CONSUMER AFFAIRS N.Y.C.D.C.A.#1238341. NYC 
CONSUMER AFFAIRS N.Y.C.D.C.A.#1238330. HOT BEAT ELECTRONICS IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY. ACTUAL ITEMS MAY 
DIFFER IN APPEARANCE.

GET THE PARTY STARTED!
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DUAL CD PLAYER 

DCD110

MIXTRACK
$129$699
NUMARK MIXED DECK EXPRESS
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$49

AMERICAN 
DJ LASER LIGHT
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STARTER DJ SET$219

MACKIE THUMP

$89
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15” DJ SPEAKER
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$9
COBY MIC 

$39
GEM CORDLESS MIC

$499
EV 

15” POWERED SPEAKER

$149ULTRAGRAPH 
FBQ PRO 6200

$129
BEHRINGER 
DJX700SELENIUM 

18” SUB WOOFER
$199

$199CROWN 
AMP
XLS202

Authorized Dealer

DENON DNS3700 CD MIXER


