
THE NEWSPAPER OF FLUSHING, AUBURNDALE, KEW GARDENS HILLS & FRESH MEADOWS

Your Neighborhood - Your News® 75 cents

M
AILING ADDRESS GOES HERE

 A CNG Publication • Vol. 21, No. 28                                           68 total pages  

July 12-18, 2012

Page 5

Meng’s donor records 
refl ect full disclosure

Pages 27-42Pages 27-42
$

BY JOE ANUTA

A ruling by the state’s top 
lawman that former Borough 
President Claire Shulman’s local 
development corporation and the 

city Economic Development Corp. 
illegally lobbied the city sent 
waves through Queens, although 
they were not shock waves.

Longtime critics of the EDC 
and the Flushing-Willets Point-

Corona Local 
Development 
Corp. were 
not surprised 

state Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman found the agencies il-

legally influenced legislation.
But they wondered if the AG 

could have done more and what 
the ruling means for the future of 
Willets Point, the epicenter of the 
controversy.

AG ruling spells reform for EDC
City agency, Shulman’s development corporation cop to breaking lobbying laws

Fireworks light up the sky above Citi Field following the New York Mets game, which the Amazins’ won 11-1. The Mets recapped the team’s 50-year history dur-
ing Fireworks Night.  Photo by Christina Santucci 

RAINBOW CELEBRATION

BY JOE ANUTA

Hardly any of the trees 
chopped down around the Col-
lege Point Police Academy in late 
March were dead, contradicting 
what a city Parks Department 
representative told the communi-
ty. They were instead removed at 
the request of the lead contractor 
for the $1 billion project, accord-
ing to city documents.

The Parks Department 
signed off on 82 tree removals 
along College Point Boulevard, 
28th Avenue and Ulmer Street, 

Continued on Page 19

Living trees cut
down for police

academy: Report
Full story
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
Yen Chou, a former 

aide to a state lawmaker 
and onetime candidate for 
city office, announced her 
campaign for the Flushing 
state Assembly seat last 
week with a kick-off cel-
ebration and promises of a 
well-funded operation.

Chou was flanked by 
supporters and a group of 
young volunteers, posters 
in hand and smiles plas-
tered on their faces, as she 
offered her credentials and 
vision for the 40th District, 
which encompasses down-
town Flushing.

“Here’s the promise,” 
she told a crowd of more 
than 100 people at her cam-
paign headquarters on 
Main Street. “I will take 
your message to Albany. I 
strongly believe all the vot-
ers in this district will be 
well-represented.”

Chou’s campaign has 
collected more than 3,200 
signatures, she said, more 
than six times the number 
needed to get onto the bal-
lot, although candidates 
may still gather 
them through July 
12.

She joined a 
field that is rapidly grow-
ing. The Queens Democrats 
endorsed Ron Kim, a for-
mer affiliate of the Park-
side Group and regional di-
rector for two former New 
York governors.

In addition, Korean 
newspaper CEO Myung-
suk Lee has also declared 
he will run as a Democrat, 

as has longtime Flushing 
civic leader Ethel Chen. 
Comic book store owner 
John Scandalios has also 
been collecting signatures 
in hopes of making it onto 
the ballot. All five could 
face off in a Democratic pri-

mary in September.
On the Repub-

lican side, Flushing 
activists Hank Yeh 

and Sunny Hahn will duke 
it out in a primary of their 
own.

 Chou was formerly an 
aide to Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D-Little Neck), 
where she said she got po-
litical experience at the 
state level. She also cited 
her work fighting along-
side the United Federation 

of Teachers and Local 1707 
as practice for taking her 
community involvement to 
the next level.

“My aggressive fund-
raising efforts have already 
begun,” she said, and allud-
ed to July 15, when she will 
make the size of her war 
chest public.

When Chou ran for 
City Council in 2009, she 
raised more than $500,000.

Former Deputy NYPD 
Commissioner Hugh Mo 
endorsed Chou.

Mo, like many who at-
tended, is a powerful figure 
in the Chinese-American 
community, although he 
is more closely associated 
with Chinatown in Man-
hattan than with Flushing.

In fact, nearly all of 
the big names on a list of 
supporters that Chou’s 
campaign distributed were 
representatives from orga-
nizations in Manhattan, 
not in Queens.

Jian Kuo Mei, director 
of the worldwide Chinese-
language SingTao Newspa-
pers, topped the list, as did 
Mo.

Eddie Chiu was also 
high on the list and sat 
with Mo in the front row 
at Chou’s news conference. 
Chiu helms the Lin Sing 
Association, an umbrella 
organization advocating 
for various business and 
cultural groups in China-
town, and one that carries 

BY JOE ANUTA

The driver who 
crashed a tour bus shut-
tling gamblers from a Con-
necticut casino to Flushing 
last week may be in trouble 
with the feds for not being 
able to speak English, ac-
cording to state police. 

Shortly after 6 a.m. 
July 4, the driver of a bus 
belonging to Star Tag Inc. 
sideswiped the left bar-
rier of Interstate 95 near 
New Rochelle, according to 
State Trooper Robert Sand-
ers, a commercial vehicle 
enforcement officer based 
in the area.

The driver over-cor-
rected his mistake and 
then sent the bus reeling 
into the right-side bar-
rier, Sanders said. The bus 
eventually ran up a slight 
embankment, where the 
driver leapt out of the vehi-
cle, leaving the roughly 40 
passengers inside, accord-
ing to police.

“He didn’t even both-
er to put on the parking 
brake,” Sanders said.

The bus rolled back-
ward and lodged itself 
onto the barrier, and when 
state troopers arrived. they 
found the driver outside 
of the bus and not able to 
understand English, while 
more than 20 passengers 
were injured and taken to 
various hospitals. 

Because the man could 
not communicate with offi-
cers, he may have violated 
a federal law, which states 
that anyone with a com-
mercial driver’s license 
needs to be able to com-
prehend highway signs 

written in English and any 
instructions given by a law 
enforcement official.

But compounding this, 
according to Sanders, is the 
fact that New York offers its 
commercial driver’s license 
test in multiple languages.

“There may be a con-
tradiction between federal 
law and New York state’s 
policy of giving tests,” he 
said.

The U.S. and state De-
partments of Transporta-
tion are investigating the 
cause of the crash along 
with state law enforcement, 
and the driver’s activities 
prior to hopping behind the 
wheel are being analyzed 
as well.

The bus was ending a 
journey from Foxwoods Re-
sort Casino in Connecticut. 
A spokeswoman from the 
casino said it has not cut 
business ties with Star Tag  
and that it would not make 
any decisions until the in-
vestigation is complete. 

The accident added 
another blemish on the in-
creasingly scrutinized in-
dustry of tour buses.

This particular bus 
company, based in the 
largely Chinese enclave of 

Yen Chou (r.) announces her run for the Flushing state Assembly district, flanked by young volun-
teers. Photo by Joe Anuta

Chou makes bid for Assembly
Ex-Council hopeful in Flushing seat race touts work as aide for Weprin

Flushing-bound bus
crashes on highway

Continued on Page 17 Continued on Page 19

He didn’t even 
bother to put 

on the parking 
brake.

Robert Sanders
Trooper
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Legislators pledge to extend co-op and condo tax relief
BY PHIL CORSO

Their tax abatement 
program may have expired, 
but city officials gathered 
in Bay Terrace last week to 
assure area co-op and condo 
owners that they will not be 
hit with any surprises.

The state Legislature 
failed to extend the current 
J-51 program, which offi-
cially ended June 30, but an 
agreement should protect 
homeowners until lawmak-
ers reconvene later this 
year to pass a new plan.

“Co-op owners should 
be encouraged that relief is 
right around the corner and 
reports that they will see a 
spike in their maintenance 
costs are false,” said state 
Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside). “Moving 
forward, we will continue 
to advance measures that 
ease the cost burden on 
middle-class co-op owners 
in northeast Queens.”

The J-51 program pro-

vides co-op and condo own-
ers with millions of dollars 
in tax abatements to help 
maintain and upgrade their 
properties.

Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver (D-Man-
hattan) said the Assembly, 
state Senate and Gov. An-
drew Cuomo agreed upon 
what he called landmark 
legislation, which aims to 
cut taxes for most co-op 
and condo owners who pay 
a disproportionate share of 
the city’s property tax bur-
den. Silver said the agree-
ment will be signed into 
law later this year.

“In the short term, the 
city has issued tax bills 
for the current fiscal year 
based on the current tax 
abatement rates,” Silver 
said. “When the legisla-
tion is signed into law as 
promised by the governor, 
we anticipate that the new 
lower rates will be effective 
retroactive to July 1.”

The plan, which 

Braunstein proposed, in-
cludes a jump in tax abate-
ment from 17.5 percent to 25 
percent this year and more 
than 28 percent in three 
years, the assemblyman 
said, which would reduce 
overall maintenance costs 
for homeowners.

Community lead-
ers joined with Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and As-

semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Little Neck) last week 
in Bay Terrace to still rally 
for the immediate renewal 
of the expired tax abate-
ment.

“Co-op and condo own-
ers should have the same 
property tax breaks as 
one-, two- and three-family 
homeowners,” Avella said. 
“Instead, co-op and condo 

owners pay much more in 
property taxes and the loss 
of this abatement only goes 
to further this inequity.”

Warren Schreiber, 
president of the Bay Ter-
race Community Alliance, 
said residents would pay 
up to $1,200 more a year in 
maintenance costs without 
the decades-old tax abate-
ment.

Bob Friedrich, presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village, 
described the program as 
a partnership with the city 
that helps keep homeown-
ers financially afloat.

“Co-ops and condos are 
really the last bastion of af-
fordable housing in the city 
of New York,” Friedrich 
said. “The program is es-
sential. I am optimistic, but 
actions speak louder than 
words.”

The city Finance De-
partment said taxes were 
expected to jump 7.5 per-
cent for co-op owners and 
9.6 percent for condo own-

ers in the city despite sin-
gle-family homes seeing a 
smaller increase of 2.8 per-
cent. Two city comptroller 
audits found in April that 
Finance had drastically 
increased co-op and condo 
property values without 
warning, while homeown-
ers saw the assessed values 
of their properties raised 
by as much as 147 percent 
last year.

Friedrich said he 
hoped legislators would 
implement a proposed 8/30 
valuation cap, which would 
limit annual property tax 
increases to 8 percent or 
30 percent over five years. 
He said unless a cap is pro-
posed, tax increases will 
continue to pile on excess 
costs for co-op and condo 
owners.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Community leaders, including state Sen. Tony Avella (third from l.) 
and state Assemblyman David Weprin (fourth from l..), rally to pre-
serve tax abatements for city co-op and condo owners. 

Photo by Phil Corso
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4 Liu seeks EDC shakeup for Willets lobbying
City agency, Shulman admit using improper infl uence, but development group reorganizes to escape ruling

BY JOE ANUTA

The city Economic De-
velopment Corp. is poised 
to morph into a new entity 
with legal lobbying powers 
after joining former Bor-
ough President Claire Shul-
man in admitting that they 
both used their influence 
to push city officials to ap-
prove the $3 billion Willets 
Point project.

 The Flushing-Willets 
Point-Corona Local Devel-
opment Corp., run by Shul-
man,  and the EDC signed 
an agreement with state 
Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman last week that 
outlines their guilt and 
binds them to a promise not 
to illegally lobby again.

“These local develop-
ment corporations flouted 
the law by lobbying elected 
officials, both directly and 
through third parties, to 
win approval of their fa-
vored projects. As a result 
of today’s agreement, these 

organizations will reform 
their practices to comply 
with the law and end lobby-
ing through proxies in the 
communities they serve,” 
Schneiderman said in a 
statement issued July 3.

As a result of the in-
vestigation, the EDC will 
reorganize itself into an 
agency that can continue to 
influence legislation, albeit 
legally, according to the 
agreement, a point that was 
not lost on city Comptroller 
John Liu.

“The legal restruc-
turing of the EDC, which 
appears to have been un-
dertaken so that the im-
permissible lobbying can 
continue, is clearly insuf-
ficient,” he said in a letter 
Monday to Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, who declined 
to comment.

Many in the Willets 
Point community thought 
the agreement was a slap 
on the wrist for Shulman, 
but the attorney general 

contends he did not have 
the power to do anything 
further.

The law in question 
is a state statue that stipu-
lates “no such corporation 
shall attempt to influence 
legislation by propaganda 
or otherwise.”

But breaking it is not 
tied to any penal code that 
would declare it a misde-
meanor or felony, for ex-
ample, leaving the AG with 
little prosecutorial options 
about this specific statue, 
he said.

The group Willets 
Point United, however, won-
dered if the AG could have 
done more and dissolved 
the groups or forced Shul-
man’s group to give back a 
$500,000 grant she used to 
influence city legislators 
to support the Willets Point 
project in 2008.

But on a larger scale, 
the group is calling for the 
dissolution of the entire 
Willets Point redevelop-

ment project, since illegal 
lobbying was used to curry 
favor and aid in its passage, 
Willets Point United said.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
was on the City Council 
when it voted in favor of the 
project. In light of Schnei-
derman’s ruling and other 
revelations surrounding 
the Willets Point project, he 
believes the Council should 
at least hold a public hear-
ing to determine if the proj-
ect needs to go back to the 
drawing board.

“There are a lot of piec-
es here,” he said. “Maybe 
that’s an issue for the City 
Council to at least have a 
hearing.”

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
was also in the Council at 
the time and voted in favor 
of the project. He supported 
Schneiderman’s investiga-
tion, but said the group did 
not have any influence over 

The local development corporation, helmed by former Borough 
President Claire Shulman, admitted to illegally lobbying city offi-
cials to support the redevelopment project in Willets Point.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Of the 50 million visi-
tors to New York City last 
year, 8 million made the 
trip to Queens, and Tues-
day morning the Queens 
Tourism Council kicked off 
a five-month-long initiative 
designed to increase the 
borough’s take of tourists 
and — in particular — the 
dollars they spend.

“Home to an array 
of cultures and the city’s 
most diverse community, 
Queens has grown into a 
global destination,” said 
NYC & Co. Chief Executive 
Officer George Fertitta.

As the city’s official 
marketing and tourism 
organization, NYC & Co. 
provided a $58,000 grant for 

the tourism council’s Real 
Culture/Authentic Flavor 
promotion, which hopes to 
lure those who visit the bor-
ough’s cultural attractions 
into staying a bit longer 
and spending some cash at 
local businesses.

Fertitta said tourism 
generated about $4 billion 
in the borough last year.

“We’re trying to get 
people to spend money in 
Queens instead of Manhat-
tan or Brooklyn,” said Rob 
MacKay, director of mar-
keting and tourism for the 
Queens Economic Devel-
opment Corp., the parent 
organization of the tourism 
council.

The program high-
lights cultural offerings 
such as a flamenco perfor-

mance at the Queens Li-
brary in Long Island City 
and a salon-style drawing 
exhibition at the Jamaica 
Center for Arts & Learning 
at 20 destinations through-
out the borough from June 
through November.

The council then part-
nered with local businesses 
to promote on its website — 
discoverqueens.info — the 
places to stay, shop and eat 
near the events.

“I’d put our restau-
rants up against Manhat-
tan’s any day,” MacKay 
said. “They’re cheaper, 
they have bigger portions 
and they’re more authen-
tic. When you go to a Greek 
diner in Astoria, it’s run by 
real Greeks.”

Tourism council looks to draw 
Manhattan visitors to Queens

Mayor sets 20 mph zones 
for four areas in Queens

BY REBECCA HENELY

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and city De-
partment of Transporta-
tion Commissioner Janette 
Sadik-Khan announced on 
a visit to Corona Tuesday 
that a 0.26-square-mile sec-
tion of Corona would be 
one of 13 new Slow Zones 
being created throughout 
the city.

In a Slow Zone, first 
implemented in the Bronx 
neighborhood of Clare-
mont, motorists are re-
quired by law to drive at 20 
mph or less. The citywide 
speed limit is 30 mph. Slow 
Zones are distinguished by 
blue signs at the entrances 
to the zones and multiple 
speed limit signs and speed 

bumps.
“Slow Zones send a 

strong message to drivers 
that our neighborhoods are 
not shortcuts,” Sadik-Khan 
said.

The boundaries of Co-
rona’s Slow Zone will be 
34th Avenue to Junction 
Boulevard to Roosevelt Av-
enue to 108th Street. The 
zone, which will also in-
clude 14 new speed bumps, 
will be completed this year 
now that it has received ap-
proval from Community 
Board 3.

In this 0.26-square-
mile section, which has two 
schools and 10 preschools, 
an average of 33 injuries a 
year due to car accidents 
have been recorded, the 
mayor’s office said.

“We have many chil-
dren, many young chil-
dren,” said Borough Presi-
dent Helen Marshall. “This 
area is very, very danger-

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) 
announces a 20 mph zone for 
Corona. Photo by Yinghao Luo

Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 56Continued on Page 56
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Her Republican opponent won last election as fi scal underdog 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
State Assemblywoman 

Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
is heading into the general 
election for the congressio-
nal seat centered around 
Flushing with a 7,700 per-
cent fund-raising advan-
tage over City Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone), although the GOP 
lawmaker won his first and 
only election as a financial 
underdog.

In total, Meng has 
raised about $817,000, with 
possibly half of that still 
left in her coffers after she 
trounced her three Demo-
cratic opponents in a June 
26 primary. In contrast, 
Halloran had $9,760 as of 
his last filing with the Fed-
eral Election Commission 
June 6.

About 97 per-
cent of Meng’s war 
chest came from 
individual dona-
tions, according 
to the FEC, and an analysis 
of her fund-raising reveals 
she is being propelled by a 
groundswell of monetary 
support from the New York 
Asian community.

About 94 per-
cent of her dona-
tions came from 
individuals with 
names that ap-

peared Chinese, Taiwan-
ese, Korean or Japanese, 
according to FEC docu-
ments.

The assemblywoman’s 
meteoric rise in  politics 

inevitably draws compari-
sons with city Comptroller 
John Liu, who began his 
career as a Flushing coun-
cilman before attainting 
citywide office.

Fund-raising efforts by 
members of Liu’s 2013 may-
oral campaign have drawn 
the eye of federal investi-
gators, who are currently 

pursuing charges against 
two staffers, which has led 
the Meng campaign to be 
extra careful about how 
donations are collected, she 
said in earlier interviews.

The independent po-
litical watchdog website 
opensecrets.org, which is 
run by the nonprofit Cen-

City Councilman Dan Halloran (l.) faces a significant fund-raising disadvantage against state 
Assemblywoman Grace Meng for the upcoming U.S. House of Representatives race.

Offi cials want nudes fenced at beach
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
Rockaway residents want to cov-

er up cheeky sunbathers.
Some beachgoers and elected offi-

cials are flush with anger that the city 
has yet to rebuild a fence separating a 
family-friendly beach in Neponsit and 
the more adult-oriented  nude beach at 
Bay 2 in Jacob Riis Park.

Hurricane Irene destroyed the 
fence, which was erected nearly100 
years ago, last year – exposing beach-
goers with nothing to hide to the gen-
eral public.

In an effort to spur the city into 
action, elected officials and concerned 
residents rallied in Rockaway July 1, 
calling for the fence to be replaced.

“For decades, families have felt 
secure in bringing their children to 
Rockaway Beach without having to 

worry about the potential of expos-
ing them to the adult behaviors of the 
adjacent beach at Riis Park,” state 
Assemblyman Phillip Goldfeder (D-
Ozone Park) said. “The fence has 

served as an effective barrier, allow-
ing all types of beachgoers to enjoy 
our beautiful beaches.”

Goldfeder also said the city 
Parks Department and the National 
Park Service, which run the beaches, 
owe it to the families of Rockaway to 
replace the fence.

Neither Parks nor the National 
Park Service returned requests for 
comment.

City Councilman Eric Ulrich 
(R-Ozone Park) and state Sen. Joseph 
Addabbo (D-Howard Beach) were also 
on hand at the rally to say children at 
the beach should be protected from 
adult behavior in a public place.

“Public beaches are for everyone, 
but displays of nudity and lewd behav-
ior by some salty adult non-residents 
are not for everyone, especially not in 

State Assemblyman Phillip Goldfeder (l.) 
listens to concerned residents who want 
a fence separating an adult beach rebuilt. 

Photo courtesy Phillip Goldfeder

U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand pushed for legislation to remove geese 
from the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge.

Feds remove geese 
from bay near JFK

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
 Federal agents round-

ed up more than 750 Cana-
da geese at the Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge Monday in 
an effort to stave off fatal 
bird strikes on passenger 
airplanes taking off or 
landing at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport.

U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand (D-N.Y.) pushed the 
federal Department of Ag-
riculture to expedite an en-
vironmental impact study 
and make the final decision 
on what to do with birds 
some see as a threat to air 
safety.

“We could not afford 
to sit back and wait for a 
catastrophe to occur before 
cutting through bureau-
cratic red tape between fed-
eral agencies,” Gillibrand 
said. “We are finally tak-
ing action to help reduce 
bird strikes and save lives. 
I thank Secretary Ken 
Salazar for his leadership 
in moving this process for-
ward.”

In a phone conversa-
tion with Salazar, the sena-
tor urged the U.S. Interior 
Department secretary to 
quickly issue new permits 
for the removal of geese 
from the Jamaica Bay Wild-
life Refuge immediately 
upon the formal acceptance 
of the study.

The USDA removed the 
birds during their molting 
period when they are flight-
less and easier to round up. 

The birds were rounded up, 
put into crates and driven 
to a meat processing plant 
in upstate New York, con-
firmed Carol Bannerman, 
with the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Ser-
vice, a division within the 
USDA.

The geese will be killed 
and their meat will be given 
to food banks upstate, Ban-
nerman said.

Last month, Gillibrand 
also requested the expe-
dited removal of 200 geese 
at two landfill areas along 
the Jamaica Bay shoreline, 
which the Interior Depart-
ment had the existing au-
thority carry out and was 
able to complete two weeks 
ago. The senator introduced 
federal legislation in May 
to reduce bird strikes.

In April, a Delta Air-
lines jet was forced to make 
an emergency landing 
after it hit geese when it 
took off from Kennedy. In 
a separate incident, a Jet-
Blue flight taking off from 
Westchester County hit 
two Canada geese and was 
forced to land.

Geese also brought 
down the Miracle on the 
Hudson flight in 2009, 
when Capt. Chesley “Sully” 
Sullenberger was forced to 
land his plane in the Hud-
son River after it took off 
from LaGuardia

But while Gillibrand 
sees this action as des-
perately needed to ensure 

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 56
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Residents in Rockaway 
have one of the city’s safest 
hospitals at their disposal, 
but the only snag is it closed 
in April.

Consumer Reports 
magazine released its na-
tionwide ratings of hospital 
safety last week and Penin-
sula Hospital in Edgemere 
finished second in the city 
behind NYU-Langone Med-
ical Center in Manhattan.

Hospitals were rated 
on a 1-to-100 scale and Pen-
insula scored a 52 — good 
for second safest in the 
city. The shuttered hospital 
fared better than some of 
the most respected hospi-
tals in the city, including 
Mount Sinai, Beth Israel 
and New York-Presbyteri-
an.

Peninsula filed for 
bankruptcy protection last 
year when it was faced with 

$13 million in debt. Since 
state Department of Health 
officials closed Peninsula 
Hospital Center in April, 
St. John’s Episcopal Hospi-
tal in Far Rockaway is ex-
periencing a 35 percent in-
crease in emergency room 
visits and inpatient volume 
has climbed 11 percent, ac-
cording to a St. John’s rep-
resentative.

St. John’s scored a 34, 
far below the facility it re-
placed as the go-to hospital 
for Rockaway residents.

Prior to filing for 
bankruptcy and shutting 
its doors, the Department 
of Health in March ordered 
Peninsula to stop admitting 
patients and cancel all sur-
geries after inspectors ob-
served poor conditions in 
the hospital’s laboratory.

The magazine used six 
criteria in its ratings: in-
fections, communications, 
readmissions, radiation ex-

posure, complications and 
death rates.

“The best hospitals 
didn’t do as well as I think 
they could. And they know 
that,” said Dr. John Santa, 
director of Consumer Re-
ports’ Health Ratings Cen-
ter. “The best hospitals 
know we’ve got to do better. 
The problem is not by any 
means are all hospitals ac-
knowledging that in mak-
ing this a high priority.”

Harlem and Kings 
County hospitals were the 
lowest rated in the city and 
among the worst places for 
treatment in the country. 
Harlem Hospital in Man-
hattan got a score of 20, 
the second-worst in the na-
tion, while Kings County 
in Brooklyn scored 22, the 
fourth-worst.

“Public hospitals in 
New York have a lot of work 
to do around these issues,” 
said Santa.

Shuttered Peninsula Hospital
ranked boro’s safest: Report



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
ULY 12-18, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

NE

7

BLACK & WHITE PAGE

     Ranked in the Top 5% for overall cardiac care, 
cardiac surgery and angioplasty/stent procedures.*

    
One of Top 70 Cardiac Hospitals in U.S. – 

Becker’s Hospital Review.

One of the first 70 hospitals in the U.S. offering 
FDA-approved, minimally invasive valve 

replacement for those too ill for 
conventional surgery.

Long Island’s only Center of Excellence 
for Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (HCM), 
the leading cause of sudden cardiac death 

among people under 30.

First Long Island hospital to use catheter-
based cryoablation to treat 

atrial fibrillation.

Don’t trust your heart
to just anyone.

1

Rely on Winthrop for its comprehensive range of cardiac services 
and outstanding record of excellence.
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BLOTTER

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Imposter mailman robbed two Queens banks

Sex offender accused of inappropriate touching
FLUSHING — A registered sex of-

fender was arrested and charged with 
touching two young girls at the Flushing 
branch of the Queens Public Library June 
23, the NYPD said.

At about 6:20 p.m., police said a man 
in his 40s wearing a New York Yankees 
baseball cap inappropriately touched a 
6-year-old and a 9-year-old girl at the li-
brary.

The NYPD subsequently released 
security images of the man, and Satur-
day cops arrested Joel Grubert, aka Marc 
Grubert, of Brooklyn.

Grubert was charged with sexual 
abuse and endangering the welfare of a 
child, police said.

According to the state Division of 
Criminal Justice Services database, Gru-
bert was charged with possessing and 
promoting a sexual performance by a 
child in 2004 and was sentenced to two to 
four years in prison.

Police asks public’s help in locating missing teen

COLLEGE POINT — Police were seek-
ing the public’s assistance in locating a 
missing 16-year-old teenager last seen at 
his residence.

Gianfranco Rodriguez was last seen at 
about 2 p.m. last Thursday at 23-08 124th St. 
in College Point, according to the NYPD.

Rodriguez was wearing blue shorts, 
a white shirt and a black watch and is de-
scribed as Hispanic, about 5 feet 4 inches 
tall and 145 pounds.

GIANFRANCO 
RODRIGUEZ

Photo courtesy NYPD

Police released this surveillance image of a sus-
pect wanted in connection with two cases of sexu-
al abuse in Flushing. Image courtesy NYPD

Police investigate a robbery at a Capital One Bank 
at 69-09 164th St. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

ELECTCHESTER — A man clad in a 
mailman’s uniform allegedly knocked over 
two borough banks Monday, according to 
the Breaking News Network.

The first call came at 9 a.m., when po-
lice were searching for a Middle Eastern 
man who stole cash from a Capital One 
bank, at 69-09 164th St., the network re-
ported.

Half an hour later, a second Capital 
One Bank, at 75-21 Main St. in Kew Gardens 
Hills, was robbed by a Middle-Eastern man 
wearing a mailman’s uniform, BNN said.
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BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Even though the 

scorching 100-degree heat 
that had characterized 
much of the past week had 
abated slightly, the Astoria 
Park Pool was full Friday 
afternoon.

Residents of the neigh-
borhood and beyond swam 
in the water, ran through 
the sprinklers, or lay sun-
bathing on a beach towel at 
not only the biggest pool in 
the city, but also one of the 
most historic.

“We’re having a good 
time,” said Astoria resident 
Corrie Yadon, 30, who was 
baby-sitting a 6-year-old 
girl at the pool Friday. “We 
came all the way in — she 
comes from the West Vil-
lage — all the way to the 
Astoria Pool because it’s 
the best pool in the city.”

Located in Astoria 
Park not far from 19th 
Street between 24th Avenue 
and 23rd Road, the pool was 
one of 11 built by legendary 
city planner and enthusias-
tic swimmer Robert Moses 
in the summer of 1936, the 
city Parks Department web-
site said. The pool, which is 
330 by 165 feet and between 
3 and 4 feet deep, was built 
to conform to the stan-
dards of the Olympic games 
and hosted the finals of 
the Olympic swim tryouts 
upon its grand opening 
in 1936 and  in 1964. It can 
hold up to 3,000 people and 
has served as the model for 
multiple pools across the 
world.

The pool sits in the 
shadow of the Robert F. 
K e n n e d y -T r i b o r o u g h 
Bridge, which was opened 
the same year in 1936.

Hundreds of residents 
flocked to the pool to beat 
the recent heat wave, which 
had at times  brought tem-
peratures of more than 100 
degrees. Jamaica resident 
Jermaine Gibson, 29, who 
arrived with his 8-month-
old son, Akil, said they try 
to come every Friday or 
Saturday.

“We’re from Belize, so 
we swim a lot,” Gibson said. 
“Swimming is big.”

An Olympic diving 
board and pool south of the 
main pool has been out of 
commission for years and 
is due to be converted into 
a performance space, but a 
play area with spray show-
ers sits adjacent to the pool’s 
north side and remains a 
popular attraction for chil-
dren and their parents.

“I like to run around 
and play,” said Edward 
Siguencia, a 7-year-old As-
toria resident.

Others were enjoy-
ing the food at the Astoria 
Pool’s snack bar, which 
sells burgers, chicken 
breasts, drinks, ice cream 
and more.

“Kind of expensive at 
the concession stand, but 
the water’s free,” said An-
gel Torres, 30.

Torres was accompa-
nied by his wife and 6-year-
old son, who took classes 
at the pool in the morning. 
The pool holds swimming 
classes for young children 
as well as water aerobics 
for seniors.

“They get a big turn-
out of seniors on those 
days,” said Bob Najdek, 70, 
who has lived in Astoria all 
his life.

His wife, Mary Na-
jdek, was sitting with her 
husband and other seniors 
on the west side bleachers 
which, unlike the bleach-
ers on the east side, have 
blue and white cloth cano-
pies. Mary Najdek said she 
wanted the pool to provide 
more shade.

BREAKING

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The gruesome triple 

homicide that occurred in 
Springfield Gardens Satur-
day morning is being used 
to boost arguments for and 
against the NYPD’s contro-
versial stop-and-frisk poli-
cy, although nearly every-
one agrees the assault rifle 
attack is a grim reminder 
of the city’s dark past.

Three men were killed 
in a hail of gunfire across 
the street from Springfield 
Gardens High School just 
after 5 a.m., police said.

When officers arrived, 
they found two men dead 
in the front seats of a Jeep 
Cherokee peppered with 
bullet holes, according to 
the NYPD. Another man, 
also pronounced dead at the 
scene, was lying on 144th 
Avenue near the vehicle, 
which was double-parked 
across the street from the 
school.

The police had not 
mentioned any suspects as 
of press time Tuesday eve-
ning.

The dead have been 
identified as James 
Bussereth, 33, of Queens, 
and Jason Wood, 27, and 
Odane Linton, 29, of Brook-
lyn, who were ambushed 
by at least two  people who 
fired more than 50 shots 
and used at least one as-
sault rifle, the New York 
Post reported.  A fourth 
man named Jeremy Brann, 
35, of Kentucky, was wound-
ed and taken to a nearby 
hospital, according to the 
newspaper.

Bussereth’s death may 
have been in retaliation 
for a drug-related robbery 
worth $1 million, the Post 
reported.

City Councilman 
James Sanders Jr. (D-
Laurelton) returned to the 
scene of the crime Tuesday 
morning to call on Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown to institute a gun 
buyback program in the 
borough, which according 
to the lawmaker is the only 
county in the city without 

one.
“Every DA in New 

York City has a gun buy-
back program except ours,” 
Sanders said. “We all have 
a blind spot and, sadly, this 
is his.”

Anticipating complica-
tions with the DA’s budget, 
Sanders said Brown’s office 
receives hundreds of thou-
sands to millions of dollars 
each year from running 
joint investigations with 
the federal government in 
the borough’s two airports.

The DA had not re-
sponded to a request for 
comment by press time.

But Sanders said the 
buyback, along with a rein-
stituted federal assault rifle 
ban and a toned-down stop-
and-frisk policy, would help 

to rid the streets of crime.
On the other hand, 

Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) thought the 
incident was clear proof 
the NYPD’s controversial 
program needed to be de-
fended.

“Three things would 
have happened if a police 
officer would have noticed 
the large AK-47 bulge and 
stop-and-frisked the per-
son carrying the gun,” he 
said. “One, an elected of-
ficial would claim the cop 
was racist. Two, a clueless 
judge would have said that 
the bulge wasn’t suspicious 
and dismissed the case. 
But three, lives would have 
been saved.”

Vallone was referring 
to recent cases in state ap-

pellate court where a judge 
threw out a gun possession 
case based on stop-and-frisk 
because the search violated 
the defendant’s rights.

He believes the de-
partment’s need to engage 
in pro-active policing is 
paramount and saves lives 
by getting guns off of the 
streets.

Neighbors who saw 
the scene described a blood-
bath, with expended shell 
casings scattered on 144th 
Avenue.

“It looked like a piggy 
bank busted open,” said 
one bystander.

Friends and family of 
the victims waited down 
the street for hours in the 
beating sun Saturday, hop-
ing to get confirmation on 
the identities of the dead 
from police. Two groups 
associated with different 
victims formed near the 
crime scene and shouted at 
one another as the tensions 
rose with the mercury.

Lenworth Wood 
showed a group of people a 
picture of his son, who he 
later found out was one of 
the dead.

“He was a good kid to 
me,” he said.

The deadly shooting 
was part of a citywide spike 
in crime that Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg has attrib-
uted to a yearly phenom-
enon occurring around the 
July 4 holiday.

But to Vallone, the 
spike was already riding on 
an overall rise in citywide 
crime and was dangerous 
considering the dwindling 
numbers in the police force 
from 10 years ago.

To Sanders, the as-
sault-rifle attack was remi-
niscent of a New York few 
remember fondly.

“It harkens back to the 
terrible days of 1990s New 
York ... where drug gangs 
were using these types of 
weapons,” he said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Loved ones comfort one another on the corner of 144th Avenue and 
Springfield Boulevard, where three men were shot and killed. 

Photo by Christina Santucci 

Heat drives crowds 
to Astoria Pk. Pool

Three die in SE Qns ambush
Assault rifl e massacre shocks boro amid calls for DA gun buyback

Jamaica resident Jermaine 
Gibson and his 8-month-old 
son Akil sit by the Astoria Pool. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely
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Patients suffer during Ozanam Hall dispute

I
n response to the recent 
news coverage about 
Ozanam Hall and Lo-
cal 342, we wanted to 

share our frustration about 
what is happening at the 
home to the residents and 
staff.

The administration 
is implementing polices 
that are causing us to work 
short-handed and not take 
care of the residents in true 
Ozanam fashion. Ozanam 
Hall was always known for 
its high level of resident 

care and going the extra 
mile to give residents per-
sonal attention.

Because there is not 
enough staff, we are no lon-
ger able to give residents 
that personal touch or even 
meet the job requirements 
necessary to take care of 
residents. We cannot feed 
residents on time, which 
causes them to be hungry. 
We cannot help them to the 
toilet fast enough, which 
leads to unnecessary ac-
cidents, We cannot empty 

their trash cans, which 
leaves their rooms dirty. 
We cannot turn them the 
proper number of times to 
prevent bed sores.

It breaks our hearts to 
know it does not have to be 
this way, and because the 
home wants to cut more 
hours, it will not only cause 
us to lose thousands of dol-
lars each year out of our 
paychecks but hurt the resi-
dents further. What we are 
left wondering is doesn’t 
the home believe in the vir-

tues of love, honesty and 
respect, just as the Catholic 
Church preaches?

How could it allow this 
to happen to the residents? 
If it has lost its way, we 
hope it finds it before it is 
too late.

Kate Meckler
UFCW Local 342

On behalf of the staff of 
Ozanam Hall

Bayside

A VICTORY FOR 
TEACHERS

For teachers in the city public school system, a long 
night just might be over. The principals had been di-
rected to remove some teachers as part of Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s plan to close 24 schools and reopen them with 
new names. Only half of the teachers could expect to be 
rehired.

The plan ignored the views of the communities where 
these schools have existed. There was no reason to believe 
the plan would achieve its goal of improving graduation 
rates and test scores.

Seven schools in Queens were targeted for closing in-
cluding Flushing High School. It has had its problems, but 
it also has students who have been accepted at some of the 
best colleges in the nation.

Two weeks ago arbitrator Scott Buchheit ruled that 
the mayor’s plan violated stipulations in the United Fed-
eration of Teachers’ contract. The mayor was told teachers 
have rights.

The city Department of Education had attempted 
to get around the teachers’ contract by arguing that the 
schools would be “new schools.” The arbitrator and the 
union didn’t buy that rationale and neither did we.

The plan did not respect the dedicated professionals 
who teach our children. 

Responding to the arbitrator’s decision, the city is-
sued the following statement: “Today’s decision is an in-
justice to our children that — if allowed to stand — will 
hurt thousands of students and compromise their futures. 
The ruling puts the career interests of adults ahead of the 
educational needs of children.”

The assumption is that only the mayor cares about 
the children.

UFT President Michael Mulgrew wrote, “The arbitra-
tor’s decision is focused on the question of whether or not 
the city’s actions violated our contracts. The larger issue, 
though, is that the centerpiece of the DOE’s school im-
provement strategy — closing struggling schools — does 
not work.”

The city has wasted millions of dollars on this scheme, 
money that would have been better spent on addressing 
the problems these schools face.

The city has gone to court to challenge the arbitrator’s 
decision, but it should show integrity and accept the rul-
ing.
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Queens is no place to build a convention center
T

here is something 
missing on the 
part of New York 
city and state offi-

cials when it comes to con-
vention centers (“Officials 
believe Queens has conven-
tion potential,” TimesLedg-
er Newspapers, June 14-20).

Several years ago, The 
Brookings Institution is-
sued a report — “Report 
finds a glut in space for 
meetings” — that raised 
serious issues about con-
vention space. The report 
stated, “You’ve got cities 
around the country build-
ing new or expanded con-
vention space at a very 
rapid rate in a market that 

is already glutted and over 
supplied. ... In an environ-
ment where every major 
center around the coun-
try is sharply discounting 
rental rates or giving space 
away and throwing in in-
centives, the likelihood of 
any succeeding is remark-
ably thin.”

It also pointed out 
there was a decline in at-
tendance.

Were the above in and 
of itself not enough to sug-
gest the foolishness implic-
it in building the “world’s 
largest convention center,” 
reference must be made 
to the Javits Center on the 
West Side of Manhattan, 

which, while structurally 
sound, is undergoing an 
extensive taxpayer-funded 
$1.4 billion renovation 
purported to make it more 
competitive.

The idea is then to de-
molish the renovated Javits 
Center when the new “su-
per” center is completed. 
Presumably this valuable 
tract of land will then be 
turned over to fat cat real 
estate mogul friends of far 
too many myopic politi-
cians in this state. Further-
more, at the end of the day 
conventioneers want to be 
where the action is.

That is Manhattan, the 
cultural and entertainment 

capital of the world, not the 
boondocks of Aqueduct and 
Willets Point. As to Willets 
Point, there is also talk of 
a 1,000-room hotel, but this 
in an area choked with con-
gestion and the Grand Cen-
tral Parkway, Van Wyck 
Expressway and Northern 
Boulevard — traffic arter-
ies that are incapable to be-
ing expanded.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
that fact that I am a life-
long Queens resident, I see 
nothing special about this 
borough that warrants an 
enormous structure that 
will not serve any signifi-
cant need to the people of 
Queens. The claim that it 

will bring jobs to Queens is 
nonsense. Queens is part of 
New York city and state and 
it would be illegal to limit 
jobs to Queens residents 
or to give them priorities 
— and particularly since 
it will be city and state 
taxpayer dollars that will 
undoubtedly subsidize, di-
rectly or indirectly, devel-
opers.

The people should 
question why a proposed 
convention center is tied to 
a gambling casino and the 
huge sums of money float-
ing around to buy political 
support.

The Brennan Center 
for Justice, a public inter-

est law center at the New 
York University School of 
Law, rated the state Leg-
islature the worst in the 
nation. What the people of 
this city and state need is 
a functioning Legislature 
and governor who do not 
believe their only constitu-
ents are special interests.

What we do not need is 
another convention center, 
albeit a useless one.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Gov’t should not cut services

N
onprofits that 
provide valu-
able services to 
the children and 

adults of our communities 
have been cut off from state 
money by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo. We all know we are 
in the midst of an economic 
crisis in our state and coun-
try, but these organizations 
cannot continue to operate 
properly unless they re-
ceive some state financial 
backing.

For example, the Alley 
Pond Environmental Cen-
ter in Douglaston sees tens 
of thousands of children a 
year with a waiting list a 
mile long. Children learn 
about nature and how to 
treat this fragile planet 
with respect and concern. 
The Bayside Historical So-
ciety, the Queens Histori-
cal Society and the Poppen-
husen Institute in College 
Point teach about the im-
portance of preserving our 

history. The Queens Farm 
Museum and the Queens 
Botanical Garden are also 
valuable community assets 
that serve us well. These 
are just a few of the non-
profits that are in jeopardy.

On the city level, we 
see the possible elimination 
of the Bayside Fire House 
and the Beacon program 
at MS 158, which serves 
so many children through 
its after-school programs. 
These programs keep the 
children off the streets and 
engage them in worthwhile 
activities, including home-
work help. Our libraries 
are threatened with the 
implementation of reduced 
services and hours as well. 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
does not seem to under-
stand the importance of 
these agencies to our com-
munities.

Our local elected of-
ficials, community leaders 
and residents are fighting 

to prevent and/or restore 
cuts made to all of these 
services, but it is a difficult 
fight. I would urge Cuomo 
and Bloomberg to come to 
this and other areas in our 
city to see and hear what 
impact the cuts are hav-
ing and will have in the 
future. We rarely see them 
in our communities unless 
it is election time. We need 
to speak up so they under-
stand what is important to 
us and our neighborhoods.

In the grand scheme of 
things, the amount of mon-
ey needed to support these 
agencies and services is not 
huge, but the impact that 
elimination or reduction 
of services will have will 
adversely affect our qual-
ity of life and the desire by 
people to want to live here 
and throughout the city.

Henry Euler
Bayside

Citizens United mocks the law

W
isconsin has 
been sold to 
the highest 
bidder: the 

Koch brothers and their fel-
low billionaire benefactors. 
Gov. Scott Walker’s puppe-
teers outspent Milwaukee 
Mayor Tom Barrett 8:1 — 
$31 million to $4 million.

They are assured a 
prolific future return on 
their investment. This 
abominable distortion of 
our electoral system was 
made possible by the dis-
graceful Citizens United 
decision, which morphed 
corporations into people by 
the four conservative jus-
tices on the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

This allows a corpo-
ration’s “personhood,” 
as freedom of speech, to 
donate as much money as 
they choose to candidates 
of their choice. Yes, these 
are the same conservative 
judges, legislating, who 
were nominated by Re-
publican administrations. 
That is the same party 
which constantly decried 
that judges nominated by a 
Democratic administration 
would legislate from the 
bench. They give emphasis 
to the term hypocrisy.

The Wisconsin debacle 
is a precursor of the 2012 
general election, where 
conservatives and their 
brokers in the secret super 

PACs plan to spend $1 bil-
lion to buy the presidential 
election. That is more than 
32 times what it cost to buy 
Wisconsin but less for each 
of the 50 states to buy the 
presidency.

This is possibly due 
to the futility of trying to 
dupe the voters in the more 
enlightened coastal states, 
such as New York and Cali-
fornia — at least the major-
ity of the voters.

The lamentable Citi-
zen’s United decision has 
made a mockery of our 
once-proud electoral sys-
tem.

John Molnar
Bayside

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  
Names may be withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be 
printed.  Letters must be received by Thursday noon to appear in the next week’s paper.  All letters 
become the property of Queens Publishing Corporation and may be republished in any format.Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?
c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

To see how our 
technologies
may benefit 

you.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

T
he New York & 
Queens County 
Railroad Co., 
which operated 

trolleys in Queens, was in 
receivership and faced a 
shutdown of its operations. 
On June 4, 1924, a judge 
denied a motion by the re-
ceiver for the company to 
discontinue operations and 
rip up the tracks.

On June 16, Justice 
Joseph Aspinwall ordered 
the receiver to appear be-
fore the Transit Commis-
sion and ask for relief in 
the form of a fare increase. 
The Transit Commission 
auditor recommended an 

increase from 5 cents to 9 
1/2 cents, but the commis-
sion approved only a 6-cent 
fare. By June 30, the N.Y. & 
Q was charging the 6-cent 
fare, which patrons did not 
seem to mind. The line was 
saved.

●

Even though the N.Y. 
& Q. was saved, it was not 
a good month for trolleys in 
Queens. In Elmhurst, a trol-
ley derailed and struck a 
tree. In Astoria, passengers 
on 2nd Avenue and Broad-
way trolleys were shaken 
when the two cars collided, 
knocking one from the 
tracks. In College Point, a 

trolley struck a car. The car 
owner, who was infuriated 
because his wife had been 
injured, attempted to as-
sault the motorman with a 
knife, but was disarmed by 
passengers and arrested.

On June 25, Long Is-
land City and Corona trol-
leys were struck by light-
ning at the height of one of 
the worst gales and rain-
storms in years. Thirteen, 
including the motorman, 
who was severely burned, 
were injured in the Long Is-
land City incident. The ves-
tibule of the car crumpled 
into a heap in the street, 
but everyone was rescued. 
The Corona car was car-
rying a number of girls 
employed in factories in 
College Point when the pole 
was struck by lightning. 
The girls screamed and 
dashed this way and that in 
blind flight as the bolt shot 

down into the car.
Several men began 

shattering windows in an 
effort to escape from the 
car. One man disconnected 
the trolley from the over-
head power wire, which 
threw the interior of the 
car into darkness. Cries 
of alarm and calls for help 
were redoubled, but in the 
rush for the street four 
were injured. The car itself 
was undamaged and was 
put into service again.

●

June 1924 was not a 
good month for safe driv-
ing in Queens, either. 
There were multiple auto 
accidents virtually every 
day. On June 23, the Star-
Journal reported that 10 
people had been injured in 
accidents over the week-
end. In Auburndale, a car 
overturned, injuring three 
people; four were hurt when 

two automobiles crashed 
in Forest Hills; a girl was 
struck while trying to cross 
the Bridge Plaza in Long Is-
land City; a Flushing girl 
was struck by the sidecar 
of a motorcycle in Bayside; 
a Long Island City girl was 
struck by an auto in Flush-
ing; and there were numer-
ous collisions between au-
tomobiles.

●

The Star-Journal de-
scribed a typical boxing 
match at the Queensboro 
Arena, near Bridge Plaza:

“There was little rest 
for residents who wanted 
to sleep before 10:30 PM 
because of the noise of 
cheering and the continual 
rattle of automobiles. Boys 
climbed the “L” structure, 
and shouted their annoy-
ance if anyone within the 
arena stood up and ob-
structed their view. Others 

boarded trains at the Beebe 
avenue station and rode 
back and forth between 
that station and the Bridge 
Plaza station, getting fleet-
ing glimpses of the fight 
action as the train passed 
the arena. During the af-
ternoon and early evening, 
street sandwich vendors 
reaped a harvest. Boys ran 
hither and thither, accost-
ing every auto that drew 
up, to offer parking space at 
fifty cents and a dollar.”

No summonses were 
issued for illegal parking, 
but a number of cars re-
mained unclaimed the next 
morning.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

Queens resident experienced many vehicle accidents in 1924
COLUMNS

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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BLACK & WHITE PAGE

^
Kids’

259 First Street, Mineola, New York 11501 •  1.866.WINTHROP  •  winthrop.org

U.S. News & World Report named Winthrop-University Hospital one of the Best Hospitals in the N.Y. Metro Region, 
with 11 High-Performing Specialties. They’ve also honored our Children’s Medical Center again this year as one 
of the Best Children’s Hospitals in the entire nation, and recognized our leadership in two pediatric specialties: 
Urology and Diabetes & Endocrinology. Winthrop achieves this award-winning care across so many specialties – 
and through every stage of life – by keeping one powerful idea in mind: Your Health Means Everything.
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BLACK & WHITE PAGE

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Queens foreclosures up with cases stuck in limbo
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens led a citywide 

increase in foreclosures 
during the second quarter 
of the year, and while the 
current numbers are down 
dramatically since the state 
implemented stricter filing 
rules in 2010, thousands 
of cases have languished 
since then in the so-called 
“shadow docket,” making 
it difficult for homeowners 
to save their mortgages, ac-
cording to recent reports.

The 106 residential 
foreclosure auctions sched-
uled in Queens from April 
through June — the largest 
concentration of which was 
found in southeast Queens 
— accounted for 42 percent 
of the city’s total foreclo-
sures, and represented a 
31-percent increase for the 
borough over the first quar-
ter, according to the inde-
pendent real-estate website 
propertyshark.com. 

The numbers in the 

borough are down 73 per-
cent from the height of the 
foreclosure crisis in the 
third quarter of 2010, due 
for the most part to stricter 
rules implemented to put 
a halt to robo-signings, 
where mortgage holders 
would sign off on thou-
sands of foreclosure cases 
without verifying all the 
proper paperwork. 

In October 2010, the 
chief judge of the state 
Court of Appeals issued a 
new rule that required law-
yers representing plaintiffs 
in foreclosure cases to sign 
an affirmation that they 
had reviewed and verified 
all the documents at the 
time they initiated the law-
suit.

Once a homeowner 
becomes delinquent and 
the mortgage falls into ar-
rears, attorneys for the 
lender summons the bor-
rower and file a complaint 
with the court, officially 
filing a foreclosure case. 

The next step, in theory, is 
for the plaintiffs to file the 
affirmation and a Request 
for Judicial Intervention, 
which gives both parties 60 
days until they enter a set-
tlement conference where, 
according to experts, home-
owners have their best shot 
at modifying their loans 
under court supervision 
and with access to federally 

approved housing counsel-
ing and free legal services.

According to attorneys 
at the non-profit MFY Legal 
Services based in Manhat-
tan, plaintiffs by and large 
could not verify the docu-
ments and stopped filing 
RJIs, leaving borrowers 
hanging in limbo in the 
court system.

A study by MFY in 

April 2012 found that al-
most 75 percent of cases 
filed in Queens and Brook-
lyn in October 2011 — one 
year after the rule was 
implemented — were held 
up in the courts in what 
is known as the “shadow 
docket.”

MFY attorney Eliza-
beth Lynch, the report’s 
lead author, said the ar-
rears on mortgages in the 
shadow docket can get so 
large that it becomes math-
ematically impossible to 
meet the guidelines for fed-
eral aid.

The report also found 
that 12 percent of cases 
filed in November 2010 and 
March 2011 were discontin-
ued with no reason given, 
meaning homeowners 
must pay interest and fees 
while waiting for the loan 
servicer to re-file the case.

“This practice — fil-
ing foreclosure complaints, 
allowing them to languish 
for a year or more and then 

discontinuing them — fur-
ther undermines the New 
York state Legislature’s 
intention in creating the 
foreclosure settlement con-
ference in the first place: to 
facilitate loan modification 
negotiations early in the 
process, under the court’s 
guidance, in order to avoid 
unnecessary foreclosures 
and further economic hard-
ship,” Lynch wrote in the 
report.

The report did note 
that once a plaintiff files an 
RJI , Queens Supreme Court 
scheduled a settlement con-
ference in a relatively short 
period of time.

The Queens court re-
cently implemented a pilot 
program to help move cas-
es out of the shadow docket 
through the system.

MFY Legal Services 
provides a foreclosure pre-
vention hotline at 212-417-
3777 Wednesdays from 2 
p.m. to 5 p.m.

In this July 24, 2008, photo, a lender foreclosure sign is seen in 
front of a house. Foreclosures are up in southeast Queens, accord-
ing to a recent report. AP Photo/Tony Dejak
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 

Convenience We Provide 

Dry Cleaning, Washing 

& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second

location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 

Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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LATE PAGE

N U R S ERY  S C H O O L  AN D  DAY  CAR E

The best of everything... Remember – Your child is PRECIOUS!

2 Trips A Week
Daily Arts & Crafts
Spacious Indoor Playroom
Computers – Dance – Gymnastics
Voted Best in the Boro!

Fall Classes & Free UPK*

CAMP BUS

*Whitestone Only

CAMPCAMP

Boro bosses fi ned in sexual harassment cases
BY PHIL CORSO

Two women workers won 
sexual harassment cases against 
their Queens employers Tuesday 
when the state Division of Human 
Rights recognized their claims, 
awarding them a combined total 
of nearly $200,000 in damages.

The harassment cases oc-
curred at a Team Taco Mexico 
restaurant, at 88-12 Roosevelt 
Ave. in Jackson Heights, and K & 
K Management Services, a clean-
ing and contracting company, 
at 42-34 Corporal Kennedy St. in 
Bayside.

“Every person is legally enti-
tled to a work environment free of 
harassment and discrimination,” 
said Alphonso David, the state 
deputy secretary for civil rights. 
“Sexual harassment will not be 
tolerated in our state and the ad-
ministration will use its powers 
to prosecute those who violate the 
law.”

In the Jackson Heights case, 
a waitress at Team Taco Mexico 
reported her boss, owner David 
Orduna, had inappropriately 

touched the worker, appeared at 
her home uninvited and offered 
to pay her rent in exchange for a 
sexual relationship, the Division 
of Human Rights said in a report.

After refusing Orduna’s ad-
vances, the abuse had turned to 
insults in the presence of custom-
ers and a weekly salary that was 
$250 less than  that of other wait-
resses, the report said.

In its decision, the division 
awarded the woman $50,000 in 
compensatory damages, $13,000 
of which as back wages for when 
she was paid less than co-work-
ers; $10,668.68 as back wages for 
when she was unemployed; and 
$23,700.06 as back wages for when 
she could not find a comparable 
salary while employed. Orduna 
was also ordered to pay $75,000 
as a civil fine and penalty for vio-
lating New York’s human rights 
law.

The abuse led to depression 
and anxiety after the victim said 
she was forced to resign from her 
position, the report said.

In the Bayside case, a woman 
working at K & K Management 

Services was subject to inappro-
priate behavior soon after being 
hired, the report said.

Owner Kwang Wun Kim al-
legedly harassed the female vic-
tim to the point of fondling and 
assault, the division said. He also 
attempted to persuade the victim 
to sleep with clients to generate 
business, the report said.

Though the woman resigned 
from her position, Kim continued 
to harass her by telephone, the re-
port said.

The victim was awarded 
$75,000 in compensatory damages 
and $27,500 in back wages. Jim 
was also ordered to pay $25,000 in 
civil fines and penalties.

Both the victims’ employers 
will also have to pay civil fines 
and penalties and implement for-
mal anti-discrimination policies 
and reporting systems for work-
ers who believe they are being 
discriminated against, the Divi-
sion of Human Rights said.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

A former female employee at this Team Taco Mexico restaurant in Jackson 
Heights will receive $50,000 in compensatory damages after the state Division 
of Human Rights said owner David Orduna sexually harassed her. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
ULY 12-18, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

FT

17

FLIP

��������	�
� �

���� ���������
from Manhattan to the Hamptons

����� ���� 	
� �������

�	 �� �� 	� ��� �����

�����	 � ����� �� ��� ��
���


		�����
 ���� ����� 
�� 
�
�
�� ��� 

�����
���� �����
�� �������� �
�����
����� ����� ���
� 
�	 ����� 
�� ����
�
������ �����
��� ��� ���� 	��
���

����
��

BY PHIL CORSO

Abe Fuchs contends 
that what sets him apart 
from the other candidates 
running for state Assem-
blyman Rory Lancman’s 
(D-Fresh Meadows) seat 
is his willingness to shoot 
straight.

“I tell a story like it is,” 
Fuchs said. “I’m not bound 
by party dogma and I am 
not afraid to say things as 
they are.”

Fuchs, 56, has thrown 
his hat into the race for the 
25th Assembly District seat 
as a Republican, pushing 
hardest on his education-
first agenda.

“I think education is at 
the core of all this,” Fuchs 
said. “I think it is really 
time that we get a hold of 
what is happening in our 
public schools.”

If elected, Fuchs said 
he would focus on institut-
ing character development 
education to fill a void left 
by a fading religious influ-
ence.

“Children are really 
aimless without the right 
character develop-
ment,” Fuchs said. 
“Public schools are 
not coming through 
with the test scores, 
drop-out rates or with be-
havioral development and 
we should be willing to 
provide school vouchers for 
private, charter and paro-
chial schools.”

The Kew Gardens resi-
dent was born in Washing-
ton, D.C., before he landed 
in Queens and attended 
Jewish day school at Me-
sivta High School of Forest 

Hills. He spent three years 
at a rabbinical seminary 
after high school and also 
studied at Empire State Col-
lege before he said a course 
in American government 
led to his dropping out after 
one year.

“Perhaps an overreac-
tion, but that made 
me drop out of col-
lege,” Fuchs said. 
“Ironically, when I 
left college, I slowly 

did develop a curiosity 
about politics.”

Fuchs said education 
was critical to his platform 
because he views an invest-
ment in education as an in-
vestment in the future.

“Kids are the future,” 
Fuchs said. “If we have a 
more educated population, 
we have more job fulfill-
ment.”

Fuchs, a retired U.S. 
postal worker, is the fourth 
candidate to officially file 
for Lancman’s seat, in-
cluding Republican Party-
backed William Garifal Jr., 
and Community Board 11 
Chairman Jerry Iannece 
and Nily Rozic, who are 
Democrats.

When approaching the 
economy and tax structure, 
Fuchs said he was in favor 
of tax hikes for million-
aires and tax breaks for the 
middle class. He said he be-
lieved the middle class held 
the ultimate purchasing 
power and could benefit lo-
cal businesses if given a tax 
break.

Lancman, who lost his 
bid for the redrawn north-
east Queens House seat last 
month, will not seek reelec-
tion and said he would en-
dorse a candidate for his 
seat but has not yet made a 
decision.

The newly drawn As-
sembly district lines run 
from Flushing to Douglas-
ton and also include most 
of Bayside Hills.

As for his familiarity 
with Queens, Fuchs said al-
though he was not particu-
larly familiar with many 
local establishments in the 
district he would represent, 
he still had the most im-
portant role in governing: 
ideas.

“I don’t think it is nec-
essary to know a neighbor-
hood block by block,” Fuchs 
said. “I think good policy 
that would better govern 
education and tax struc-
ture would best benefit the 
neighborhoods in Queens.”

Abe Fuchs enters race
 to win Lancman’s seat

Abe Fuchs says he hopes to 
shake up the political discourse 
in the state Assembly with fresh 
ideas. Photo by Joe Anuta

a large amount of political 
clout.

But Chou’s campaign 
pointed out many Flush-
ing leaders were there 
along with supporters 
from various ethnic groups 

from China and Taiwan, 
including representatives 
from Fujianese and Hakka 
groups across the city.

But the memories of 
2009, a tumultuous year for 
politics in Flushing, still 
cling to Chou for many in 
the community.

She surprised many 
when she won a five-way 

primary against fellow 
Chinese candidate James 
Wu, Korean candidates 
John Choe and S.J. Jung 
and Jewish candidate Isaac 
Sasson.

But she was defeated 
by Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing), a Republican 
at the time.

Continued from Page 2

Chou
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

Queens high schools educate many remarkable students

A
ll the Queens 
high schools 
educate, encour-
age and nurture 

their students. Here are 
just a few things different 
schools accomplished this 
past school year.

Francis Lewis High 
School has its Patriot Bat-
talion JROTC program. Led 
by retired 1st Sgt. Richard 
Gogarty, the program is the 
largest of its kind. The drill 
team wins all kinds of tro-
phies all over the country. 
Their graduates go on to 
West Point and colleges.

The John Adams HS 
Key Club is a community 
service organization asso-

ciated with the local Ozone 
Park Kiwanis club. The 
new Key Club president is 
Glenda Mancilla. Gradu-
ate Sabrina Hussain won 
a $17,000 Ronald MacDon-
ald House Charities schol-
arship for her academic 
achievement and commu-
nity activities.

The Jackson Heights 
Lexington School for the 
Deaf cheerleaders re-
claimed the championship 
at the Eastern School for 
the Deaf Athletics Asso-
ciation Division I Tourna-
ment.

Students from Benja-
min Cardozo HS took sec-
ond place in the regional 
round of the New York state 
Science Olympiad competi-
tion. They went on to par-
ticipate in the state finals 
in Buffalo.

Frank Sinatra HS stu-
dents showed their artis-
tic skills at their Summer 

Arts Institute four-week 
intensive study activities. 
The students compete with 
each other. It is supported 
by singer Tony Bennett and 
his wife, who helped found 
the school.

John Bowne HS has 
an active and productive 
agricultural program. The 
school competed at the FAA 
State Convention in Agri-
culture Sales and Market-
ing, with its team ranking 
first in the state. The team 
then went on to the nation-
als, where the school won 
the Bronze Medal. Senior 
Bennett Perez ranked sixth 
in the nation out of 132 com-
petitors.

Thomas Edison Tech-
nical HS SkillsUSA stu-
dents participated in a Run 
for the Wild at the New York 
Aquarium in Coney Island, 
Brooklyn. The Wildlife 
Conservation Society spon-
sored the run as a way to 

raise awareness and funds 
to save endangered turtles 
across the globe.

Edison’s student vol-
unteers helped distribute 
breakfast and drinks to 
participants. Amir Abra-
ham and Raj Daniel took 
second place in the Great-
er New York Automotive 
Dealer Association State 
Finals Competition. They 
performed tasks from pre-
cision measurements to di-
agnosis of prepared engine 
problems.

Newcomers HS student 
Guy Kalenga was one of 200 
students who received the 
city Department of Educa-
tion’s Chancellor’s Remark-
able Achievement Award. 
He came here five years ago 
from the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, where 
his father, a bank director, 
was murdered during a 
civil war.

Forest Hills HS was 

honored by the Schools 
Fight Hunger program. 
The school has held an an-
nual food drive since 1999. 
This year it collected 646 
pounds of food. President 
Barak Obama has chosen 
1972 Forest Hills graduate 
Jack Lew as his chief of 
staff.

Grover Cleveland HS 
has been chosen by the 
National Foundation of In-
formation Technology to 
be part of a program spon-
sored by the tech giant Le-
novo that teaches students 
how to develop mobile ap-
plications.

The Franklin K. Lane 
HS Junior Air Force ROTC 
program, which serves 150 
students, will be retained 
next year. The program 
was in danger of elimina-
tion when Lane was sched-
uled to be restructured into 
four schools, but one of the 
schools agreed to sponsor 

the program and all will 
split the costs.

GOOD AND BAD 
NEWS OF THE WEEK: 
While the city has achieved 
lower crime rates and does 
well with the pickup of gar-
bage and recycling, it is not 
maintaining our quality of 
life.

The city plants trees 
but does not fix sidewalks, 
which are broken due to 
tree roots. The city also 
does not trim the trees, so 
some have limbs which 
are face-high. The city 
lets weeds grow high at 
the base of trees on center 
malls and around signs and 
fire plugs, so the city has a 
dilapidated look in many 
neighborhoods.

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene

Call the 
newsroom: 

718-260-4545
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FLIP
ASIA BANK, N.A.

Best
Service

Flushing Main Office
135-34 Roosevelt Ave.

Flushing, NY 11354
Tel: 718-961-9700
Fax: 718-461-6310

Chinatown Branch
23 Chatham Square
New York, NY 10038

Tel: 212-693-9700
Fax: 212-693-9707

Elmhurst Branch
82-62 Broadway

Elmhurst, NY 11373
Tel: 718-446-9700
Fax: 718-446-8707

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender

CALL US TODAY FOR
YOUR CREDIT
SOLUTION!!!

Loan Center
135-11 Roosevelt Avenue,

Flushing, N.Y. 11354
Tel: 718-961-9898
Fax: 718-762-0741

www.asiabank-na.com
e-mail: asialoan@aol.com
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“COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE FINANCING”
AVAILABLE UP TO $4.6 MILLION
(Higher amounts possible on a participation basis)

Owner-occupied and investment properties
Repayment terms to 25 years

Advances to 70% of current appraisal value

Competitive rate options

OTHER SECURED BUSINESS LOAN
PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Seasonal loans and lines of credit
Revolving credits / Installment term loans /
OCCGF guaranteed loans / Letters of Credit

AVAILABLE UP TO $10.5 MILLION

OGFT-T

which were carried out to 
the horror of neighborhood 
residents.

At an April meeting 
between Community Board 
7 and several city agencies, 
representatives from Parks 
and the NYPD said the 
trees had to be removed be-
cause they were dead.

“Right before they 
were removed, I had two of 
my foresters go out there 
with a representative and 
they inspected every tree 
and removed all of the dead 
trees,” Shawn Maerz, dep-
uty director of the Queens 
Forestry Division, told the 
meeting. He went on to de-
tail the harsh conditions 
that make life hard for oth-
er batches of trees that had 
been planted in the area.

But documents ob-
tained by TimesLedger 
Newspapers through a 
Freedom of Information 
request show that the trees 
were inspected Feb. 27, 
about a month before they 
were cut down and that 
only eight were classified 
as dead. Nearly all were 
classified as being in poor 
condition. Two of the trees 
were even classified as fair 
and one as good.

A Parks department 
spokesman said Maerz mis-
spoke at the meeting and 
had never held the position 
that the trees were dead.

But the trees were go-
ing to be removed no mat-
ter what condition they 
were in, according to docu-
ments obtained from Parks, 
which shows the College 
Point construction project 
will involve tearing up the 
entire sidewalk and replac-
ing it.

In fact, Maerz had 
signed a letter addressed 
to a contractor on the acad-
emy project two months be-
fore the community board 
meeting that indicated the 

removals were entirely to 
accommodate construc-
tion.

“A borough forester 
inspected the above-men-
tioned location for the pur-
pose of addressing your 
trees removal request,” 
Maerz said in the letter. 
“Due to an unavoidable 
conflict between the trees 
at the above-listed location 
and your construction proj-
ect, Queens Forestry will 
issue the necessary tree re-
moval permit.”

The letter was ad-
dressed to Matthew Nolty, 
the STV Construction 
project manager. Nolty 
was also at the community 
board meeting where Mae-
rz spoke.

The NYPD and the city 
Department of Design and 
Construction were respon-
sible for orchestrating the 
removals and hiring an 
arborist, while Parks only 
provided an additional 
arborist to sign off on the 
removals and comply with 
the law, according to the 
department.

Doris Scheer, a 50-year 

resident of the neighbor-
hood, witnessed the mass 
felling March 29.

“I came onto 28th Av-
enue and there was a pile 
of limbs,” she said. “They 
were young trees. They 
were in bloom.”

Following initial re-
ports of the surprise prun-
ing, a spokesman from 
Parks said some of the trees 
were diseased and needed 
to be removed. But in con-
trast to Maerz’s later state-
ment, the spokesman also 
said many of the trees were 
being hacked down to make 
way for the development.

As part of the removal 
request, the NYPD and 
STV Construction are re-
quired to plant three trees 
in College Point for every 
one removed, which comes 
out to 246.

Parks stated the NYPD 
will plant 132 of those trees 
along the street.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

College Pt.

Support structures still stand around a series of stumps along 
28th Avenue in April, where crews felled dozens of trees to make 
way for the College Point Police Academy. Photo by Christina Santucci

Sunset Park in Brooklyn, 
has four violations on file 
with the federal DOT for 
speeding and following too 

closely, although none for 
fatigued drivers.

That was the cause of 
a gruesome bus accident 
in March last year, when a 
tour bus belonging to World 
Wide Tours bound for Man-
hattan overturned on In-
terstate 95 in the Bronx and 

was ripped apart by a light 
pole. 

Fourteen people were 
killed and 19 were injured, 
and in the aftermath Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo vowed a 
crackdown on the industry, 
shutting down eight carri-
ers in the state.

Continued from Page 2

Bus crash
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT 
FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

www.freesynagogue.org • 718-961-0030 • info@freesynagogue.org
Free on-site parking • Two blocks from Subway/7 train & the LIRR Main St. • Flushing Station

Weekly in June

Tuesdays: Mindfulness Meditation  at 7:30 PM
Fridays:            Shabbat Evening Service  at 8 PM
Saturdays:       Informal Worship & Torah Study  at 10:30 AM

Sunday, June 24 at 10 AM - 5 PM

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything 
else in between at the Outdoor Flea 
Market being held on Sunday, June 24, 
July 22, August 26, and September 23 
from 10:00am to 5:00pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, 
August, and September dates.  Please 
contact the synagogue for details.

Wednesday, June 20 at 6:00 pm
RUSH HOUR CONCERT

When work ends, experience a different 
kind of rush hour on Wednesday, June 
20 at 6:00pm by heading over to the 
synagogue to hear a free classical 
musical concert.

Wednesday, June 27 at 12:00 Noon
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI
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Sunday, July 22 at 10 am - 5 pm

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything
else in between at the
Outdoor Flea Market being held on Sunday,
July 22, August 26 and October 7 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, August and October dates.
Please contact the synagogue for details.

UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION CLASS:  HEBREW

Thursdays, August 9 through October 4 – 7:30 pm  

As part of his annual series of education at Free Synagogue, Cantor Steven 

Pearlson invites you to come and learn Hebrew. No knowledge whatsoever 

of Hebrew is required for the 

course.  Thursday evenings 

starting on August 9

through October 4

from 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm.

Registration required.  The cost is $5.00 per session for non-members 

or prepayment for all classes is $40.  For more information, please email 

cantor@freesynagogue.org or call (718) 961-0030.

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR

Sunday, August 19 – 10 am to 4:00 pm

We will be hosting a Community Health and 

Wellness Fair on August 19 from 10:00 am to 4:00 

pm. There will be a host of free services offered.  

More details to come.

ONGOING EVENTS IN JULY

 Tuesday - Rabbi Michael’s Meditation Class 7:30 pm

 Friday - Shabbat Service 8 pm

 Saturday - Torah Study  10:30 am

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Berne St. Pierre was 

playing basketball in Port-
au-Prince in 2010 when a 
7.0-magnitude earthquake 
turned Haiti upside down 
and — at the least — put his 
schooling on hold.

“It just happened out 
of nowhere,” he said. “Ev-
eryone was surprised.”

Two weeks later, with 
a rudimentary under-
standing of English, Berne 
moved to Queens with his 
siblings, where he and his 
older sister enrolled in the 
Humanities and the Arts 
High School at the Campus 
Magnet Complex in Cam-
bria Heights.

Not only did Berne 
quickly master the lan-
guage, he passed all his 
required Regents exams 
in just two years, and for 
that city Schools Chancel-
lor Dennis Walcott recog-

nized him as one of 2012’s 
remarkable graduates.

Berne said that when 
he came to Queens, he 
could read and write a little 
bit of English, but could 
not speak it well. Through 
the help of his teachers and 
quite a few hours spent 
watching TV, he became 
fluent with relative ease.

“I was able to pick up 
English so quickly thanks 
to the help of my teachers,” 
he said. “They were nur-
turing and patient with me. 
It was because of their sup-
port that I was able to pass 
my English Regents exam 
on my first try.”

Since 2006, the chan-
cellor has recognized stu-
dents who have overcome 
personal or academic chal-
lenges to earn their diplo-
mas.

Berne, 17, was one of 
193 high school graduates 
from the class of 2012 to be 

given the distinction. Wal-
cott recently hosted a re-
ception for the Remarkable 
Achievement Award win-
ners at Tweed Courthouse 
in Manhattan.

“I want to recognize 
this year’s winners for hav-
ing the resilience to never 
give up in the face of adver-
sity and going on to fulfill 
their dreams,” he said. 
“Our Remarkable Achieve-
ment Award winners have 
overcome obstacles related 
to immigration, violence 
and parenthood. They are 
an inspiration to their 
peers, families and all New 
Yorkers for their courage 
and commitment to earn-
ing their high school diplo-
mas.”

Berne’s father still 
lives in Haiti, and with 
two younger brothers and 
an older sister , he said his 
family is his biggest source 
of motivation.

Walcott honors Cambria Hts. grad 
for overcoming language barrier
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CHOOSE FROM OUR 
LARGE SELECTION OF 
DESIGNER BRANDS:

EYEGLASSES
2 for $99

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Must present 
prior to purchase. Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends July 31, 2012.

NO-LINE BIFOCAL 
 EYEGLASSES

Select frames with clear plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 
2 cyl. up to 2.5 add. Must present prior to purchase. 

Offer valid at this location only. Offer ends July 31, 2012.

DISPOSABLE 
 CONTACTS

Clear Soft contacts brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid 
with any other offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Must 

present prior to purchase. Offer ends July 31, 2012.

$99 $99
B.T.B.T.B.T.

$100 OFF
$200 minimum purchase on fi rst pair. Second pair frame from select group with clear 

plastic single vision lenses +/- 4 sph, 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, sales, vision 
plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends July 31, 2012. B.T.

*FREE 
EYE EXAM

*See store for details. B.T.

718.631.3699
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(718) 631-3030 • www.preferredental.com

Did You Know That Close to 95% of 
People Notice a Person’s Smile First?

“I have been using Preferred Dental Care of Douglaston 
for over 20 years and my experience has always been 
positive. The patient care is professional and reassuring. 
The staff is courteous and caring. I have had extensive 
work done over the years and I will continue to patronize 
Dr. Fischler and his staff.”

New Patients First Visit

Includes: Oral Exam, Oral Cancer 
Screening, X-Rays & Periodontal Evaluation

FREE Teeth Whitening
Includes: Consultation, Treatment 
Plan & Take-Home Whitening Kit

$250 Reg. 
$500

ALL SPECIALISTS UNDER ONE ROOF
• Oral Surgeon • Endodontics
• Orthodontics • Cosmetic Family Dentistry
• Same-Day Dentures - Lab on Preimses
• Dental Implants • Free Parking

Arnold J. Fischler, DMD
Yoonil Cha, DMD
242-02 61st Ave
Douglaston, NY 11362

URGENT CARE 7 DAYS A WEEK SINCE 1983
We Now Accept All BC/BS Plans 

Other Insurances Include: GHI, GHI Access, Aetna, Cigna, HIP, 
Oxford, Vytra, Medicare, Emblem Health, Heathnet Guardian, 

Magnicare, UHC, NYC Ship, Power Authority, Postal, W/C, No Fault

Our Services Include

191-20 Northern Blvd. Flushing, NY 11358, 

 

Convenient 
well lit 

parking lot

BY STEVE MOSCO

A brazen daytime 
heist at Resorts World Casi-
no netted a thief more than 
$60,000 and now a Queens 
lawmaker is pushing the 
casino to roll the dice on 
better security.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
spoke out about the June 
29 theft at the South Ozone 
Park casino, saying though 
it is a rare occurrence and 
the first robbery at the ca-
sino, he would like to see 
officials up the ante in po-
licing the facility.

“While I am thankful 
that nobody was injured 
during last week’s robbery 
and that such incidents 
normally don’t occur at 
Resorts World, I do have 
serious concerns regard-
ing the procedures that are 
in place which would allow 
an individual to take a bag 
of money from the cashier 

window, down to street 
level, out of the casino, 
across the parking lot and 
escape to the street,” said 
Addabbo.

According to police, 
the still unidentified ban-
dit walked into the casino 
around 4:30 p.m. and ap-
proached a cashier on the 
second floor. He passed a 
note demanding money, 
simulated a handgun in his 
waistband and then fled the 
scene with the loot.

Addabbo said hiring 
additional security detail 
would ensure the safety of 
patrons and provide jobs 
for the community.

“I am interested in 
the possible changes in the 
method of notifying the po-
lice in a timely manner and 
the practice of monitoring 
a situation in progress,” he 
said. “I will continue to ad-
vocate for the hiring of ad-
ditional security personnel 
on the premises of the casi-

no in an effort to create jobs 
and supplement the safety 
of the patrons there.”

A representative for 
Resorts World said officials 
are working closely with 
police to investigate the 
incident and they are cur-
rently reviewing security 
procedures.

“Our first priority is 
the safety of our guests 
and we are doing every-
thing possible to ensure 
it — including conducting 
a full review of security 
procedures to improve the 
safety and integrity of our 
facility and apprehend the 
perpetrator,” said Stefan 
Friedman, spokesman for 
the casino.

The gaming giant gen-
erated gross gaming reve-
nues of $57.5 million in May 
— outpacing second-place 
Mohegan Sun in Connecti-
cut at $55.4 million and put-
ting it in the lead among 
state gaming facilities. 

Addabbo wants more security 
after Resorts World robbery



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, J
ULY 12-18, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

NE

23

22 Years ofContinuous Improvements
From manufacturing R to AW rated windows and doors, a lot can 
happen in between. Crystal Windows proudly offers a collection 
of over 70 types of installation accessories that compliments 
our commercial aluminum window and door products. With 
Crystal’s vertically-integrated aluminum extrusion facility we can 
custom-fabricate any options to your specifi c needs. At Crystal, 
we took the extra step so you don’t have to.

Providing Quick-Turnaround
Window Solutions for:

Luxury Dwellings
Single & Multi-family 
Dwellings
High-rise Dwellings
Hotels and Offi ces
Hospitals and 
Institutions
Sustainable Design 
and LEED Buildings
Housing Authority

Manufacturer of:
Commercial and 
Architectural Aluminum 
Windows & Doors
Energy Star Rated & R5 
Qualifi ed Residential & Light 
Commercial Vinyl Windows & Doors

3110 Whitestone Expwy,
Flushing, NY 11354
TOLL FREE: 800.472.9988
LOCAL: 718.961.7300
FAX: 718.460.4594

Crystal Windows Affi liations:

Follow 
us on

Need a Reliable 
Installation Contractor?
Ask for Members of the:

BY RICH BOCKMANN
  
The MTA police officer 

who was attacked while pa-
trolling the Jamaica Long 
Island Rail Road station 
on the Fourth of July was 
recovering and scheduled 
to have a second surgery on 
his eye this week after be-
ing released from Jamaica 
Hospital Friday, the MTA 
said.

Officer John Barnett, 
45, was standing near a 
taxi booth on Sutphin Bou-
levard under the elevated 
LIRR station around 9:30 
a.m. July 4 when 46-year-
old Edgar Owens walked 
out of the station holding a 
knife at his side, according 
to authorities.

When Owens ap-
proached Barnett with 
no warning, the officer 
stepped back and drew his 
weapon, repeatedly telling 
the man to drop his knife, 
the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority said.

Barnett fired his gun 
four times, hitting Owens 
three times in his jaw, chest 
and hip, officials said.

Both men were rushed 
to Jamaica Hospital, where 
Owens was pronounced 
dead, and Barnett under-
went surgery. If the knife 
had gone in just 1 inch deep-
er, it would have hit the offi-
cer’s brain, the MTA said.

MTA Executive Direc-
tor Joseph Lhota rushed to 
the hospital and commend-
ed Barnett.

“He confronted a vio-
lent person, an individual 
who posed a threat directly 
to him and to everyone 
around the officer. He took 
action without regard to his 
personal safety,” he said. “I 
am absolutely in awe of his 
bravery.”

Officials said Owens, 
who lived in the Bronx, had 
been arrested several times 
before.

“Owens has a his-
tory of confronting police 
officers without provoca-

tion,” Lhota said. “In 2006, 
he walked into the 26 Pre-
cinct house, punched an 
officer in the face. In 2007, 
he walked into the 103 Pre-
cinct here in Queens and 
he said he wanted to get 
arrested and if he didn’t he 
would punch somebody in 
the face as well.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
called Barnett at the hos-

pital, and later released a 
statement praising the of-
ficer for his valor.

“Today we are re-
minded once again of the 
bravery and sacrifice of 
our men and women in law 
enforcement, and the many 
dangers that accompany 
the important job of keep-
ing our state’s residents 
safe,” Cuomo said. “We 

applaud Officer Barnett’s 
bravery and pray for a full 
recovery.”

Barnett joined the 
MTA Police Department 
in 1999 after serving a year 
with the NYPD, and in that 
time he had never fired his 
weapon, the MTA said.

He graduated from 
SUNY Maritime College 
and joined the Navy Re-

serves, serving tours of 
duty in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Cops investigate the scene outside the Jamaica Long Island Rail 
Road station after a Metropolitan Transportation Authority officer 
shot and killed his attacker. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

MTA cop recovering after July 4 knife attack

EDGAR OWENS
Photo courtesy MTA

JOHN BARNETT
Photo courtesy MTA
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Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Pet Care with 

Love to Spare.

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s fi rst 

veterinary visit

Expires: June 16, 2012

Grand Opening

Special

DANCING DREAMS BECOME REALITY AT LANDRUM

11-02 Clintonville Street, Whitestone

Giving you the same excellent quality of dance instruction 
you have come to expect from us since 1948

Our 65th 
Anniversary Year

REGISTER NOW 
FOR SUMMER CLASSES

Starting July 10th – August 17th

 
from August 13th – 17th

718-767-9787

Landrum
School of Dance

WE PRODUCE WINNERS

5 Rockettes
4 dancers on Broadway

4 dancers in Vegas
6 dancers on cruise ships
2 Hollywood producers

2 New York City casting directors
3 actresses in the movies

2 on television
75 graduates to attend college for dance

100’s of scholarship and title winners

BY REBECCA HENELY

Long Island devel-
oper Jerry Wolkoff said he 
is excited the wheels are 
turning on his plan to radi-
cally change 5Pointz, a for-
mer factory turned graffiti 
mecca, but the curator of 
the aerosol art was uncer-
tain about both the project 
and his own future.

Wolkoff, who has 
owned the site for more 
than 40 years and allowed 
graffiti — or aerosol — art-
ists to paint there for the 
last 10, is awaiting approval 
from the city Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals in his 
quest to change the vacant 
former factory, at 45-46 Da-
vis St. in Long Island City, 
into a mixed-use building.

Wolkoff and his son 
David are requesting an in-
crease in the floor area ra-
tio that the new buildings 

can take up more space on 
the lot and they need to get 
BSA’s thumbs up before 
submitting the plans again 
to Community Board 2 for 
approval.

“I think it’s a great and 
exciting development that 
we’ll be building there,” 
Jerry Wolkoff said.

The BSA’s website had 
not scheduled a hearing 
date as of presstime Tues-
day.

Plans for the new 
5Pointz include retail 
space, which Wolkoff said 
he hopes will include a 
grocery, and 1,000 rental 
units.

“I think that the rent-
als are in demand, especial-
ly with more office build-
ings going in the area,” 
Jerry Wolkoff said.

He said he plans to 
continue to support the 
artist community through 

loft spaces for artists and a 
public open space that will 
have walls where aerosol 
artists can create murals. 
Jerry Wolkoff said the site’s 
close proximity to MOMA 
PS1 will be a boon to the 
project.

“I think PS 1 is a great 
thing and me being across 
the street is just another 
added thing for us,” he 
said.

The curator of 5Pointz, 
Jonathan “Meres One,” 
said at the moment he is 
concerning himself more 
with the outdoor art space’s 
10th anniversary than with 
Wolkoffs’ plans. Never-
theless, Cohen said while 
he does not believe Jerry 
Wolkoff has a responsibil-
ity to set up a space for the 
artists, what will be left for 
them will not be a sufficient 
replacement.

Building owner waits on OK
to raze 5Pointz graffi ti center
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Five Towns College
Audio Open House

 Saturday, July 14 at 1 pm

  9 am – 5 pm • No Appointment Necessary
  • No Application Fee • It’s Not Too Late To Apply

    • Scholarships are still available • Classes start September 4
Please bring your transcripts from all schools you have attended.   Same day decision in most cases.

Enrollment Week   July 16 – 20

6 3 1 . 6 5 6 . 2 1 1 0     3 0 5  N .  S e r v i c e  R o a d   D i x  H i l l s ,  N Y  1 1 74 6       a d m i s s i o n s @ f t c . e d u       w w w . f t c . e d u

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
•  J O U R N A L I S M  •  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T S

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

his decision at the time and 
that the project should not 
be derailed for that reason. 

As for the EDC, part of 
the agreement states that 
a new nonprofit called the 
New York City Economic 
Growth Corp. will be cre-
ated and merged with EDC. 
The new entity will not be 
beholden to the same prohi-
bitions against lobbying as 
the EDC was.

“The New York City 
Economic Development 
Corp. intends to undertake 
a restructuring, the pri-
mary effect of which will 
be to allow the company to 
remain a not-for-profit cor-
poration, but to cease to be 

a local development corpo-
ration,” the agency said in 
a statement. “This restruc-
turing should be seamless 
from the perspective of 
third parties and should 
have little to no impact on 
the day-to-day operations of 
the company. It will, how-
ever, enable the company to 
operate freely and legally 
in areas that are necessary 
and appropriate for it to 
achieve its economic devel-
opment mission.”

But Liu wants the 
reform to go further and 
urged the mayor to make 
EDC disclose the way it 
spends money like other 
city agencies are required 
to do.

“Installing new leader-
ship and opening the books 
would help change the 
EDC’s law-breaking cul-

ture, which as documented 
in the settlement with the 
attorney general, used the 
agency’s budget as a po-
litical slush fund for illegal 
lobbying,” he said.

The EDC is now cur-
rently in charge of over-
seeing the massive Willets 
Point project.

Shulman’s develop-
ment corporation, how-
ever, is required to cease 
lobbying as part of the 
agreement. She could not 
be reached for comment, 
but has maintained on past 
occasions that she did noth-
ing wrong.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 4

Shulman

A Bell Boulevard reunion is scheduled 
for July 21, where patrons, bartenders, 
workers and anyone else with fond memo-
ries of Bayside nightlife from the late 1960s 
can gather to remember a simpler time.

Old timers will meet around 3 p.m. at 
C.J. Sullivan’s, at 213-10 41st Ave. in down-
town Bayside, next to the Long Island Rail 

Road station and branch out from there to 
the various spots on Bell Boulevard where 
memories arise.

For more information, interested resi-
dents can contact Mickey Prendergast in 
the afternoons at 917-991-2481.

— Phil Corso

Reminisce about Bayside nightlife
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CAR DEALS
16 Pages

of

Automotive

Savings!

BayRidgeNissan.com

888-801-9107

800 GO LEXUS 888-445-1693

718-645-3550

KINGS
AUTOGROUP

888-315-2169 866-483-8441

16 Pages

of

Automotive

Savings!

877-929-0880

516-285-8036

718-788-5900

BMWofBayside 

888-694-8853

866-7-CREDIT 888-293-0338
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The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

BMW of Bayside

www.bmwbayside.com

DMV#7064401, DOCA #0905318. *Tax, title & MV fees additional. In-stock vehicles only.  Cannot be combined with any other offers. Must take delivery from dealer stock by 7/18/12. Photos are for illustration only.

Cars sold cosmetically as is. Not responsible for errors. � ©BMW of Bayside. All rights reserved.

BMWofBayside (877) 362-8295 or 24/7 at  bmwbayside.com
We speak your language Find us on Facebook and twitter

Pre-Owned Car Showroom, 214-27 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

BMW OF BAYSIDE 

Certified Perfection
Impressive Selection

For a pre-owned BMW to become certified, it has to go through a comprehensive certification process.

Only late-model BMWs with less than 60,000 miles are eligible to be certified. Qualifying vehicles then undergo a thorough inspection by a BMW-trained technician.  Systems and components-everything from

engine performance to the operation of the glove box-are meticulously checked. And of course, particular attention is paid to all the safety functions.

Every vehicle is checked and tested according to our comprehensive Certified Pre-Owned vehicle inspection checklist. While other luxury automakers boast about how many points their checklists may have,

we're more concerned with the quality of our checks and tests.  And since we believe that you should know its history, every Certified Pre-Owned BMW comes with a CARFAX® Vehicle History ReportTM.

What makes a pre-owned BMW a Certified Pre-Owned BMW? Rigorous guidelines to start.

1.9%APR
FINANCING

BMW Pays Your 
First Two Payments

On select vehicles with approval.

College Grad
Program

On select vehicles with approval.

Save an 
additional $750

On select vehicles with approval.

As
Low

As

‘08 BMW 328i

$23,998
Titanium Silver/Black, Dakota Leather Upholstery,
One Owner, Sunroof, Stk#UB00102F, 42K Mi.

*

‘09 BMW 328i

$34,774
Alpine White/Black, One Owner, Nav, Heated
Leather Seats, Stk#UB00736F, 50K Mi.

*

‘09 BMW 328i xDrive

$26,774
Gray/Black, One Owner, Heated Seats,
Sunroof, Stk#UB00533F, 34K Mi.

*

‘09 BMW 528i xDrive

$34,988
Blue/Tan, One Owner, Moonroof, Nav,
Leather, Stk#UB00614F, 43K Mi.

*

‘09 BMW 328i xDrive

$30,688
Space Gray/Black, Heated Leather Seats,
Sunroof, Nav, Stk#UB00747F, 50K Mi.

*

‘10 BMW 528i xDrive

$36,787
Gray/Gray, One Owner, Leather Seats,
Sunroof, Stk#UB00636F, ONLY 24K Mi.

*

‘09 BMW 335i Coupe

$33,887
White/Black, Leather, Sunroof, Alloys,
Stk#UB00646F, 35K Mi.

*

‘09 BMW M6 Convertible

$69,737
Black/Black, One Owner, Heated Leather
Seats, Nav, Stk#UB00770F, 23K Mi.

*



29
J

ULY 12-18, 2012, TIM
ES L

EDGER • C
A

R
 D

E
A

L
S

0% FINANCING*
UP TO 36 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

2012 Nissan Sentra 2.0S

$119 $14,495PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, ABS, Keyless, 4-Way Adj. Front 
Seats, 140 HP 2L, Side Crtn Airbags, Tire 

Pressure Monitoring System

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH, $500 HOLIDAY CASH & $1,500 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,114 DUE@
SIGNING, MSRP: $18,870, TT PYMTS/RES: $4,641/$11,888. 10 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 12112, VIN: 735203.

2012 Nissan Altima 2.5 S

$159 $17,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

$10,990BUY 
FOR 

ONLY

Auto, PM, PL, PB, Tilt Steering, A/S 
Radials, Halogen Headlights, CC,  

A/C, CD 2.5L 175HP

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS 0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH, $1,000 HOLIDAY CASH & $1,500 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,154 DUE 
AT SIGNING, MSRP: $21,350, TT PYMTS/RES: $6,201/$13,499. 2 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE, MODEL: 13112, VIN: 172710.

5 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE, MODEL: 11152, VIN: 920243

†With scheduled maintenance. *0% financing available in lieu of rebates. All offers subject to dealer primary lender approval. Must present ad to receive special financing.  No prior deals 
applicable. Closed end lease. Lease includes 10k miles/year. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear/maintenance and mileage ($0.15/addtl mile). All offers: Prices include all costs except 
tax, tags & DMV fees. All rebates/incentives to dealer and subject to tax. Must present this ad to receive special offer. Advertised offers cannot be combined with any other discount/special. 
Offers expire 7/16/12. Consumer Affairs Lic.: 884799 FID: 7054638.

2012 Nissan Rogue S AWD

$179 $18,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, ABS, 4 CYL, A/C, AM/FM/CD, 
CC, PW, PL, PM, Tilt Steering, Traction 

Control & Side Curtain Airbags

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH, $1,000 HOLIDAY CASH & $1,000 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,174 DUE@
SIGNING, TOTAL PAYMENTS/RES: $6,981/$14,957, MSRP: $22,530. 22 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 22212, VIN: 399818

2012 Nissan Murano S

$249 $23,495PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, 6 CYL, Dual Air Bags,  
A/C, Alloys, PW, PL, ABS, CD

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH, $1,000 HOLIDAY CASH & $1,500 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,244 
DUE@SIGNING, TT PYMTS/RES: $9,711/$16,400, MSRP: $29,610. 2 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE, MODEL: 23112, VIN: 103147

2012 Nissan Maxima SV

$269 $27,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, 290 HP 3.5L V6, 18” Alloys, ABS, 
Sunroof, Bose Stereo, Leather, Intelligent 
Key, Dual Zone A/C, Push Button Ignition

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH, $1,000 HOLIDAY CASH & $2,000 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,533 
DUE@SIGNING, TT PYMTS/RES: $10,491/$18,409, MSRP: $33,025. 10 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 16212, VIN: 851343.

2012 Nissan Pathfinder S 4x4

$259 $24,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, A/C, AM/FM/CD, 3rd Row  
Seat, PW, PL, PM, Alloys

INCLUDES $250 CAPTIVE CASH, $1,000 HOLIDAY CASH & $2,000 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,254 
DUE@SIGNING, MSRP: $31,810, TT PYMTS/RES: $10,101/$15,587. 10 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 25012, VIN: 601979.

2012 Nissan Versa S.

STARNISSANOFBAYSIDE.COM
GET THE BEST DEALS UNDER THE SUN

Toll-Free: 888-445-1693
206-02 Northern Blvd. Bayside, NY • Corner of Clearview Expwy. & Northern Blvd.

SCAN
i

LIFETIME OIL CHANGES
WITH EVERY NEW CAR PURCHASE!†
starnissanofbayside.com QR 

CODE
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Sun glare can be a nuisance and make for danger-
ous driving, particularly in the early morning or late 
afternoon when the sun is low on the horizon. The angle 
of the rays may render sun visors useless. Accidents due 
to sun glare do occur and more frequently than drivers 
may know. 

In October 2007, sun glare was responsible for at 
least two accidents in Colorado. In the first few months 
of 2010, data compiled by the Abu Dhabi Traffic Depart-
ment showed the sun’s glare was blamed for 22 minor 
crashes. Sun glare is a problem all around the world.

To prevent sun glare from becoming a hazard when 
you’re driving, consider these safety tips.

• Delay driving times to occur before or after sun-
rise or sunset.

• Use polarized sunglasses that can help prevent 
glare.

• Do not use high-gloss products on the dashboard, 
which can contribute to extra glare.

• Keep the inside and outside of the windshield 
clean.

• Make use of sun visors.
• If glare is a problem, leave extra space between 

your car and others in the event of sudden stopping or 
other road hazards.

• Drive slowly and be mindful of obstructions.
• Try taking another route that goes in a different 

direction than the one from which the sun is shining.
• Leave extra time so that you don’t feel rushed get-

ting to your destination.
• Eye exams or surgery can make eyes more sensi-

tive to the sunlight. Avoid driving after these appoint-
ments. 

T
here are certain driving hazards that people often expect when getting 
behind the wheel, including slippery roads, an animal darting out, or 
reduced visibility due to driving rains. But sun glare may not be some-
thing drivers expect to contribute to hazardous conditions.

Don’t be blind to the 
problem of sun glare 

Use polarized sunglasses that can help prevent dangerous sun glare while driving.

Most people 
purchase a 
car for its 
looks and 

performance. However, 
unless it is kept in a ga-
rage and never driven, it 
is impossible to keep it 
in pristine condition. In 
many cases, damage to 
the clear coat or enamel 
paint on the car is some-
thing vehicle owners ex-
pect.

A car owner who de-
cides he wants the car to 
remain in the best shape 
possible will have to take 
an active role in mainte-
nence and damage pre-
vention. One of the key 
things to remember is 
to never allow any sub-
stance to remain on the 
paint for too long; other-
wise the risk for damage 
increases. Also, it may 
be very difficult to clean 
if the offender is allowed 
to sit on the paint. Here 
are some other factors to 
consider.

• UV light: Just as 
UV light can affect skin, 
hair, and other parts of 
the body, it also can af-
fect the paint on a car. 
The rays oxidize the 
paint and cause a white, 
powdery film to form on 
the car. Washing the car 
frequently enough and 
applying the best qual-
ity wax will help keep 
UV rays from penetrat-
ing through the paint.

• Over sprays: Life 
does not stop to allow 
cars to drive through, 
particularly when it 
comes to construction 
zones. It’s possible for a 
car to be doused in paint 
spray, tar, concrete, and 
other chemicals that 
are routinely used in 
construction. Do not al-
low these substances to 
harden on the car. Rinse 
promptly with automo-
tive soap. Try to avoid 
construction zones 
whenever possible.

• Rain: Both acid 
rain and regular rain-
water (and other sourc-
es of water) can dissolve 

paint over time. The U.S. 
Geological Survey has 
said that water is a uni-

versal solvent because 
it can dissolve more 
substances than any 
other liquid. Whenever 
the car becomes wet, it 
should be dried with a 
towel or chamois and 
not allowed to air dry.

• Natural substanc-
es: Tree sap, bird drop-
pings, and splattered in-
sects contain compounds 
that can erode the paint 
on a car. Avoid parking 
under large trees where 
sap and bird droppings 
may be prevalent. In 
terms of bug splatter, 
try to wash it off as soon 
as possible to alleviate 
damage.

• Bleach: A bleach-
and-water solution is of-
ten heralded for its abil-
ity to clean many things, 
but it should not be used 
on a car. Bleach is an 
oxidizer and it will pit 
metal and discolor paint. 
Be careful with pool 
chemicals too, as chlori-
nator is usually regular 
household bleach.

It’s impossible to 
shield the car from ev-
erything, but there are 
precautions that can be 
taken.

Washing off harmful 

substances promptly can 

reduce the chances of 

damage to a paint job.

Things that mar 
an automotive 

paint job
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    BAD CREDIT? NO PROBLEM!  WE LOVE TO SAY “YES” YOU’RE APPROVED!  BAD CREDIT? NO PROBLEM! WE LOVE TO SAY “YES” YOU’RE APPROVED!

 BAD CREDIT? NO PROBLEM!  WE LOVE TO SAY “YES” YOU’RE APPROVED!  BAD CREDIT? NO PROBLEM! WE LOVE TO SAY “YES” YOU’RE APPROVED!

*Option avail. with approved credit. †Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms, Subject to primary lender approval. Job & steady residence required. DCA#902850 DMV#7062132

www.BaysideChryslerJeepDodge.net

212-19 Northern Blvd.  Bayside, NY
CALL NOW 1(888) 315-2169

“THE BIGGEST LITTLE STORE YOU’LL EVER SEE”
BAYSIDE CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE RAM

PLUS HUGE PRE-OWNED LOT

CryslrJeepDodgeFollow Us 
On Twitter

Find Us On 
Facebook BaysideChryslerJeepDodgeRam ChryslerJeepDodgeRam

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE FROM BAYSIDE CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE RAM!

OVER 700 NEW & USED CARS, TRUCKS, VANS & 4x4s
MUST BE SOLD IMMEDIATELY!

$30 MILLION SET ASIDE FOR FINANCING!
Call for an IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT!
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS!

WE LOVE TO SAY “YES” YOU’RE APPROVED!*

LIENS?  BANKRUPTCY?  COLLECTION ACCOUNTS?  
DIVORCE?  FORECLOSURE?  JUDGEMENTS?

BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT? NO PROBLEM!

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
1) Be a licensed driver               
2) Be 18 years of age or older
3) Be able to pay $59.00 down†

HOW DOES IT WORK?
1) Show up by July 31st, 2012 with $59.00
2) Select vehicle from over 700 new and pre-owned vehicles.
3) Stop by the event desk and schedule the delivery of your new 
    vehicle! It’s that easy! We will work out your easy payment plan.

$59 DOWN
SAME DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

THEN MAKE THE PAYMENTS†

*Option avail. with approved credit. †Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms, Subject to primary lender approval. Job & steady residence required. DCA#902850 DMV#7062132

ENDS JULY 31ST!
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Most drivers are aware of when to 
get their oil changed and other fluids 
checked, but not all drivers know how to 
maintain their vehicle’s tires. Proper tire 
maintenance makes a car safer for driv-
ers and their passengers and can even 
pad a driver’s pocket with a little extra 
money.

Routinely check 
tire pressure 

The National Highway Traffi c Safety 
Administration notes that tire-related 
crashes are most often caused by under-
infl ated tires. Underinfl ation isn’t al-
ways caused by a leak. In fact, gradual 
loss of pressure is natural, particularly 
when the seasons change and tempera-
tures dip. An underinfl ated tire makes 

handling diffi cult and can even cause 
structural damage to a vehicle. Drivers 
should check their vehicle’s tire pressure 
at least once a month. Those who have 
long commutes should check their tire 
pressure more frequently, and it’s always 
a good idea to check tire pressure before 
and after a long road trip. Recommended 
tire pressures are listed in the owner’s 
manual.

Look for abnormal wear 
and tear 

Tires will wear down over time, 
gradually losing tread. However, drivers 
should inspect tires for excessive wear 
and tear, which could be indicative of oth-
er issues, including underinflation and 

alignment problems with steering and 
suspension. Additional issues to look for 
include bulges or cracks on the sidewalls 

or tread and any signs of a punctured 
tire.

Rotate tires 
Most drivers have heard of tire rota-

tion but might not know how often tires 
should be rotated or even why rotation is 
necessary. The owner’s manual will solve 
the fi rst problem, identifying how often 
tires should be rotated (most suggest ev-
ery 6,000 miles). As for why it’s good to 
rotate tires, doing so helps achieve even 
tread and extend the life of the tires. Tires 
are expensive, and rotation can help driv-
ers get more bang for their buck. Drivers 
of front-wheel drive vehicles will notice 
their front tires wear down faster than 
their rear tires. That’s because the front 
tires are doing most of the work, bearing 
the brunt of the force of braking, steering 
and driving. Rotating tires effectively 
levels the playing fi eld.

Stay balanced 
Sometimes tires become unbalanced. 

When taking a car in for routine main-
tenance, ask the mechanic to see if there 

M
aintaining a vehicle is a great way to stay safe 
on the road while extending the car’s life. Rou-
tine maintenance can keep a car running like 
new for years as long as vehicle owners stay on 

top of things and stick to a maintenance schedule.

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

Offers exp 3 days after pub. Price incl dlr prep & any cost except tax, tags, DMV fees & reg fees. Leases incl 12k mi per yr, add’l mi at 18¢ per mi. Lessee resp. for maint. excess wear. Prices refl ect all avail incentives to dlr. Must 
be approv. by prim lender Tier 0. Tier 1 Sign & Drive. Total paymts/Due at Sign: Altima=$2856/$895; Maxima=$11,271/$895; Rogue=$7761/$895; Murano=$11,271/$895. Due at signing=$0 1st mo. paymt+$0 Down pymt+$0 
Security Dep+$895 Acq fee. Closed end leases. Must be from dlr stock. Offers can’t be combined with other offers. ‡Restrictions apply. See dlr for details. Not resp for typos. Prices and availability subject to change from time of pub.

0%
APR0%

APR0%
APR0%

APR

David Ricardo Steve Craig

Buy
 For

$17,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$25,699
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$27,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$20,499
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ALTIMA 2.5
Model#13012, 
VIN#255769, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, 
MSRP $21,350, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$109
Per Mo. 24 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ROGUE S
Model#22212, 
VIN#714436, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, AWD, MSRP 
$22,775, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

      $169
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MAXIMA S
Model#16112, 
VIN#812805, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$239
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MURANO
Model#23112, 
VIN#108467, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, FWD, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$249
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

HERE’S WHY YOU SHOULD BUY WITH US:
• Trade In Any Honda, Toyota, or Hyundai, 

and Get an Additional $2000!
• We Make Your Last 5 Payments — Any Make, Any Model

• Free Bluetooth w/Navigation  • 8 Year Maintenance Package
• 8 Year / 120 Mile Extended Warranty*

BayRidgeNissan.com
5th Ave. and 65th St., Brooklyn 888.801.9107DMV#7076824 NYCDCA Lic. #698282

Tire maintenance is
essential safety on road

Tire maintenance, including routinely 

checking pressure, is an essential ele-

ment to safe driving.

Continued on Page 40
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OFFER CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS & RESTRICTIONS..

208-12 NORTHERN BLVD.  
BAYSIDE, NY  11361

YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY

(866) 483-8441

EMPLOYEE
PRICING*

BAYSIDEVW.COMOMMOMCOCOSIDEVW.CSIDEVW.CSBAYSBAYSS OOCCSS MMMWWVVEEDDIIYAYAYABBB DDABB .
Come join the Bayside Volkswagen family!
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Leases subject to lender approval Tier 1. Tax & DMV fees add’l. No sec dep. Total due at signing: $99=$1994; $149=$744; $239=$834; $275=$870. 12k mi/yr. 20¢ ea add’l mi. Dealer contribution may vary and could affect actual lease payment. Lessee respon for excess wear & maint. 

‡On select modles with approved credit. Must take delivery from dealer stock by 7/31/12. Pre-owned vehicles subject to prior sale.

www.SouthShoreHonda.com704 W.Merrick Rd.
Valley Stream

1/2 mi. from Queens border

Mon-Thu 9-9
Fri 9-8; Sat 9-7; 

Sun 11-5

2011

516-285-8036

Automatic Transmission, P/Windows, 
P/Locks, CD.

Lease For

$149 Per Mo.

36 Mos.*

New 2012 HONDA 
ACCORD LX 4-DR

Automatic Transmission, P/Windows, 
P/Locks, CD.

Lease For

$239 Per Mo.

36 Mos.*

New 2012 HONDA 
CR-V LX 4WD

Automatic Transmission, P/Windows, 
P/Locks, CD.

Lease For

$275

$11995

Per Mo.

36 Mos.*

New 2012 HONDA 
PILOT LX 4WD

Front Brake Special

With Coupon. Regular Price 140.00

2008 HONDA 
ACCORD EXL

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
23k mi. Stk# 16876 

$15,995

2008 HONDA 
ACCORD EXL

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
23k mi. Stk# 16564 

$15,995

2011 HONDA 
CRV SE 
Auto, PW, PL, CD.

16k mi. Stk# 17774 

$19,995

2008 HONDA 
ACCORD EX V6

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
35k mi. Stk# 17068 

$15,395
2008 HONDA 

ACCORD EXL V6
Auto, PW, PL, CD.

32k mi. Stk# 16893 

$15,995

2009 HONDA 
ACCORD EXL

Auto, PW, PL, CD, Nav.
32k mi. Stk# 17894 

$17,495
2008 HONDA 
ODYSSEY EXL

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
46k mi. Stk# 17991 

$21,995

2009 HONDA 
CIVIC SI

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
32k mi. Stk# 17599 

$17,495

$99 Per Mo.
39 Mos.*

New 2012 HONDA 
CIVIC LX 4-DR

Take care of your brakes, 
come in today.

• Replace front brake pads with
Honda Genuine parts.

• Inspect front/rear discs and calipers
(or rear drums and cylinders)*

• Check brake fluid
(Disc resurfacing/replacement, wheel

cylinder & caliper repair & master
cylinder replacement extra if nec.

Prices may vary by model. Plus taxes and fees where applicable. Please present
coupon during write-up. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires 7/31/12

Discount on Vehicle Service
Why we’re the easy choice; convenient hours, competitive prices,
Honda trained technicians, factory technical support and Honda

Genuine Parts. Why trust anyone else?

$10.00 Discount on purchases from $75.00-$99.00
$20.00 Discount on purchases from $100.00-$149.00
$25.00 Discount on purchases from $150.00-$199.00
$35.00 Discount on purchases from $200.00 or more

Prices may vary by model. Plus taxes and fees where applicable. Please present
coupon during write-up. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires 7/31/12

$6495
Keep Your Honda Driving Like New!

With Coupon. Regular Price $80.00

Our Honda-Trained technicians will
perform your transmission service:

• Check and fill with Genuine
Honda fluid

•Check operation of transmission

• Check trans axle seals & gaskets
for leaks

Prices may vary by model. Plus taxes and fees where applicable. Please present
coupon during write-up. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires 7/31/12

$2495
Oil Change, W/Multi-Point Inspection

With Coupon. Regular Price 34.95

In addition to providing top-quality
oil and a Honda Genuine oil filter,
we’ll check and adjust all of your
vehicles vital fluids and perform a

Free multi-point inspection.
Competitively priced. Honda-

trained technicians and Honda
Genuine Parts-Why take your

Honda anywhere else?

Prices may vary by model. Plus taxes and fees where applicable. Please present
coupon during write-up. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires7/31/12

Automatic Transmission, P/Windows, 
P/Locks, CD.

Lease For

$0
DOWN

PAYMENT

$0
DOWN

PAYMENT

$0
DOWN

PAYMENT

0%
APR

60 MONTHS‡
UP TO
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301 NORTH FRANKLIN ST.   
HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 

MON-THURS: 8:30AM-8:30PM
FRI: 8:30AM-7PM, SAT: 9AM-5PM

OPEN SUNDAYS: 11AM-5PM

*PLUS TAX, TITLE AND DEALER FEES. LEASE MILEAGE IS FOR 10,500 MI/YR (ADDITIONAL MILEAGE 20¢/MI.) IMAGES FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOS. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. OFFER ENDS 7/31/12. 

$229*

STK: 7158, FWD, AUTO, MSRP: $24,695, 
$1,999 down pymt, $3,043 due at signing, $12,220 total pymts. 

Security deposit waived. Plus tax, title, license & $595 bank fee. 

FWD, CD PLAYER W/6 SPEAKERS, 
SYNC, ALL WHEATER MATS, 2.5L 4CYL

(877) 929-0880

2013 FORD
ESCAPE S

2012 FORD FUSION SE
STK: 9209, MSRP: $23,665, $2,495 down pymt, 

$3,319 due at signing, $8,815 total pymts. 
Security deposit waived. Plus tax, title, license & $595 bank fee.

$99*

per month for 24 Mos

per month 

for 24 Mos

LEASE

STK: 8205, FWD, AUTOFWD, MSRP: $36,510, 
$2,495 down pymt, $3,389 due at signing, $10,266 total pymts. 

Security deposit waived. Plus tax, title, license & $595 bank fee. 

2012 FORD EXPLORER XLT$299*

per month 

for 24 Mos

LEASE

LEASE
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Research into vehicle safety and performance his-
tory is essential, but perhaps nothing gives drivers a bet-
ter idea of how well a car meets their needs and driving 
style than a test drive. Many dealers allow people to test 
drive vehicles by themselves, allowing buyers to get the 
feel of a car without feeling pressured or distracted by 
salesmen.

When test driving a vehicle, it’s always good to 
comparison shop, test driving different vehicles to get a 
better idea of what’s available. Drivers who have owned 
and driven the same vehicle for a number of years can be 
easily overwhelmed when test driving a new car, which 
is likely more smooth and boasts more amenities than 
an older vehicle. That’s why it’s important to test drive 
a handful of new vehicles. This gives drivers a better 
point of reference for what a new car offers better than 

its competitors, and not a one-sided issue of what a new 
car offers compared to an older vehicle.

The following are some of the factors to consider 
when deciding which car to buy.

Visibility
Many drivers buying a new car after years driving 

the same vehicle might find it difficult to judge visibility. 
Familiarity with an old car can make it hard to get used to 
a new one. When judging visibility, determine if the view 
of the road is adequate and if the side and rearview mir-
rors can meet your needs. Sometimes a rear window is too 
small for drivers used to bigger rear windows, and this can 
prove a safety risk down the road. Don’t be distracted by 
the vehicle’s comfort. If the visibility is poor (and visibility 
varies for each individual), then the car probably isn’t the 
right fit.

Comfort
Comfort is important for many reasons. Cars are 

big investments, and drivers have the right to drive a 
comfortable vehicle. A comfortable ride can also speak 
volumes about a vehicle’s engineering. If a car is notice-
ably uncomfortable, drivers should be suspicious about 
the rest of the vehicle. Suspension plays a role in com-
fort, but suspension might also depend on the type of ve-
hicle. A sports car, for example, might feel each bump in 

the road, but the superior handling attracts drivers who 
revel in acceleration. Comfort often depends on the type 
of vehicle, and buyers who have a specific type in mind 
should only test drive vehicles within that type. This 
will give an idea of which one within a certain category 
is the most comfortable.

Braking
Braking can be hard to evaluate, but it should feel 

smooth and should not feel as if the car is stopping too 
fast or too slowly. If possible, bring a passenger along and 
ask if he notices anything when the car brakes.

Handling
How a vehicle handles will go a long way toward how 

it avoids emergency situations on the highway. The vehi-
cle should be easy to maneuver on the road. Take note if 
the vehicle moves too quickly or too slowly with sudden 
movements. Unless you experience an emergency while 
test driving a car, it’s impossible to gauge how a vehicle 
will respond in an emergency. However, publications 
like Consumer Reports perform road tests that include 
emergency handling tests. Such information should be 
considered before buying a car.

When test driving a car, it’s best to consider a host 
factors beyond just cost and a car’s aesthetic appeal. 

Drivers want to make sure their next vehicle is the right one for them, and test driving the car can help.

Test drive to fi nd right ride

C
ars are among the most expen-
sive purchases a person will 
make during a lifetime. That 
said, drivers want to make 

sure their next vehicle is the right one 
for them.
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KingsVolkswagen.com

718-645-3550

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. Expires 7 days after publication. 
NYC DCA #0733891; NYS DMV #6241010. 

VOLKSWAGEN
Sales:  2448 Coney Island Avenue 

Service:  100 Neptune Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11223

KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-3300

KINGS
NISSAN

KINGS
INFINITI

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. *up to 48 mos to qualified buyers on select
Certified Pre-Owned Nissans. NYC DCA #0671140, DCA # 1362991, NYS

DMV #7015016. Expires 7 days after publication. ‘

KingsInfiniti.com

20 Neptune Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-646-3331

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. NYC DCA #0414427, 
NYS DMV #7048732, 7104527. Expires 7 days after publication.  

Stk #27793P, V6, auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf,
leather, fog lights, white, 23,012 mi.

2003 VW  

JETTA

$7,997
Stk #087317, VIN #3M087317, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power,

cass/cd, moonrf, leather, alloys, 84,245 mi.

2009 NISSAN 

MURANO
S AWD

Stk #9688, VIN #9W134270, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, lugg rk, alloys,
blue, 50,270 mi.

2008  Infiniti
G35X 
AWD

$26,995BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

2005 Mitsubishi

Eclipse Spyder Convertible ..$10,997
Stk #007164, VIN #5E007164, 2 DR, V6, auto, all power, cd, alloys, 45,061 mi.
2009 VW

Jetta SE ................................$14,597
Stk #VU88, VIN #9A129212, 4 DR, 5 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, 24,697 mi.
2011 Nissan

Versa ....................................$14,597
Stk #9737, VIN #9BL425260, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, p/winds/lks, cd, 47,841 mi.
2009 VW

Rabbit ..................................$14,997
Stk #0696, VIN #9W010696, 2 DR, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs, cd, alloys,
19,380 mi.
2009 Nissan

Altima ..................................$16,497
Stk #9675, VIN #9N400774, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs, cd, 31,366 mi.
2010 Nissan

Rogue AWD..........................$18,897
Stk #V434O, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, 13,702 mi.
2009 VW 

Passat....................................$19,997
Stk #VU71, VIN #9P006300, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, naviga-
tion, alloys, 33,344 mi.
2009 VW

Passat ..................................$20,997
Stk #VU67, VIN #9P010231, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, alloys,
20,017 mi.
2009 Nissan

Murano S AWD ....................$21,997
Stk #9649, VIN #9W13353, 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs, cd, alloys, 
27,523 mi.

2011 Nissan
Versa Hatchback ..................$13,995
Stk #9736, VIN #BL433235, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, frt/side airbags, silver,
47,501 mi.

2010 Nissan
Sentra SR ..................................$14,995
Stk #9783, VIN #AL641617, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, spoiler, alloys, silver,
9420 mi.

2009 Nissan
Altima 2.5S ................................$14,995
Stk #9682, VIN #9N405696, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, grey, 42,795 mi.

2009 Nissan
Rogue S AWD..........................$16,995
Stk #9678, VIN #9W190878, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, frt/side airbags, split
seats, silver, 24,251 mi.

2009 Nissan
Altima SL ....................................$18,995
Stk #8936, VIN #9N456493, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, alum
whls, fog lights, white, 26,261 mi.

2009 Nissan
Maxima ........................................$24,995
Stk #9741, VIN #9C808791, V6, auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, satellite
radio, Bluetooth, navigation, alum whls, rear camera, spoiler, white, 37,251 mi.

2009 Nissan
Pathfinder LE............................$24,995
Stk #9795, VIN #9C614037, 6 cyl., auto, all power, pwr seats, cd, satellite radio,
moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, navigation, halogen headlights, fog lights, lugg rk, al-
loys, 3rd row, blue, 42,782 mi.

2008 Infiniti 
EX35 AWD ......................$24,995
Stk #155589, 5 DR, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, naviga-
tion, graphite shadow, 29,471 mi.
2008 Infiniti
G35X ..............................$26,995
Stk #256131, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf, leather, navigation, fog
lights, blue, 23,241 mi.
2008 Infiniti
M35X ..............................$31,995
Stk #652156, 5 DR, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, naviga-
tion, alloys, white, 35,912 mi.
2009 Infiniti
FX35................................$32,995
Stk #155733, 5 DR, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf, leather, Blue-
tooth, navigation, alloys, roof rk, platinum graphite, 35,322 mi.
2011 Infiniti 
M37X ..............................$38,995
Stk #307882, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf, Bluetooth, navigation,
black, 32,783 mi.
2010 Infiniti 
QX56 AWD ......................$44,995
Stk #906112, 5 DR, 8 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, lugg rk, fog lights,
DVD, navigation, chrome whls, burgundy, 25,008 mi.
2012 Infiniti
M37X AWD ......................$48,995
Stk #392644, 5 DR, V6, auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf, leather, white,
5427 mi.

2008 Acura
MDX................................$29,995
Stk #515454, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sun/moonrf, navigation, al-
loys, lugg rk, black, 25,157 mi.

LOADED CAR!

ONLY 5427 MILES!
MUST SEE!

$19,995

K
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AS LOW AS1.99% APR FINANCING AVAIL.*
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One of the best ways 
to stretch a dollar is to take 
better care of your vehicle. 
Buying a home and financ-
ing a college education are 
perhaps the only times 
many will spend more 
money than they do when 
buying a car. But unlike 
a home or an education, 
few people take their ve-
hicles seriously, all too of-
ten avoiding maintenance 
that can greatly increase a 
car or truck’s life.

Drivers who want 
to keep their cars going 
strong for years to come 
can do so in several ways.

• Prevent, prevent, 
prevent. The efforts of pre-
ventive maintenance are 

well worth it. Oil changes 
and filter replacements 
are quick and easy jobs, 
but pay major dividends 
over the long haul. Driv-
ers who aren’t comfortable 
performing these tasks 
themselves need not wor-
ry about costly trips to the 
mechanic. Routine jobs 
like an oil change or air 
filter replacement are rela-
tively inexpensive, and to-
day’s vehicles can go much 
longer between changes. 

• Stay balanced. Bal-
anced tires are tires that 
will last longer. But an 
out-of-balance tire will 
not only shorten the life of 
tires, it can also do dam-
age to the rest of the vehi-

cle while simultaneously 
making riding in the car 
much less comfortable. An 
out-of-balance tire short-
ens the life expectancy of 
suspension components, 
including bearings and 
shocks. Repairs that result 
from an unbalanced tire 
can prove costly. Should 
a vibration occur as the 

vehicle accelerates (typi-
cally, this vibration will 
be noticeable at speeds of 
40 to 45 mph), chances are 
the tires are not balanced.

• Look good, feel good. 
A car that looks good 
likely feels good as well. 
Washing and waxing a car 
regularly helps avoid rust 
under the carriage and 

in the wheel wells. The 
longer a car goes between 
washes, the more likely it 
is to rust, and the paint is 
likely to corrode as well. 
There is no quick fix to ei-
ther of these problems, but 
preventive maintenance, 
like routinely washing and 
waxing, can keep these po-
tentially menacing issues 

Simple ways to add to a car’s life

Routinely hitting the open road is one of the easiest ways to add years to a vehicle’s 

life.

G
etting more for your money 
is a popular trend among 
consumers. As economic un-
certainty reigns, smart con-

sumers are looking for the best values 
in an effort to get the most out of each 
and every dollar they spend.

MileaBuickGMC.com

888 293 0338
3211 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY
Mon-Thurs: 9-8 • Friday: 9-7  • Saturday: 9-5 • Se Habla Español

Large Selection of  
Quality Pre-Owned
Vehicles in Stock!

Service & Parts 
Now Open 
Saturday! 3

M

*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subj. to change without notice. Pymnts incl. all incentives. All adv. pricing incl all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. Must take deliv. from dealer’s stock by 07/31/12. Total Pymnts
/ Purchase Opt. - Acadia: $7371/$19,143; Verano: $5772/$17,899; Lacrosse: $6981/$19,143. Rebates:  Acadia & Lacrosse Bonus Cash $2000 Lease Conquest if qual. Verano: $1000 Competitive Lease if qual. Advertised Leases based on 10k per
yr/20¢ overage, All lease prices must be financed thru dealer to qual. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear/maint. Photos are for illust.purp. only. Not resp. for typo errors. §See dealer for details and credit qual. NYC DCA #0927744. DMV FAC #7070432.

NO SECURITY 
DEPOSIT

$148� Per Mo.
39 Mos.

Lease
For

New 2012 BUICK

4dr, 4 cylinder, automatic, power steering/ABS/windows/door locks/mirrors/
sunroof, A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar w/turn-by-turn Navigation, ABS, cloth 
interior, tilt wheel, cruise control, Bluetooth, FWD. 2 Available. MSRP 
$25,570. Due at signing: $2012 down+1st pymnt+bank fee+tax.

VERANO

NO SECURITY 
DEPOSIT

$189� Per Mo.
39 Mos.

Lease
For

New 2012 GMC

5 doors, 6 cylinder, automatic, power steering/ABS/windows/locks/mirrors/
seat, A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar w/turn-by-turn Navigation, Bluetooth, tilt 
wheel, cruise control, FWD, remote start, alloy wheels. Stk#12231B, MSRP 
$34,185. Due at signing: $2012 down+1st pymnt+bank fee+tax.

ACADIA SL

NO SECURITY 
DEPOSIT

$179� Per Mo.
39 Mos.

Lease
For

New 2012 BUICK

4 doors, 6 cylinder, automatic, power steering/ABS/windows/locks/
mirrors, A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar w/turn-by-turn Navigation,tilt wheel 
cruise control, Bluetooth, alloy wheels, FWD. Stk#12062B. MSRP 
$31,485. Due at signing: $2012 down+1st pymnt+bank fee+tax.

LACROSSE

FOR LESS THAN����������	�YOU CAN GET

N 2012 GMC ACA AC DIA SL

from ever rearing their 
rusty heads. 

• Get out and drive. Cars 
that spend most of their life 
in stop-and-go traffic likely 
won’t last as long as those 
that routinely get out and 
go. That’s because city driv-
ing with lots of stopping 
and going is very taxing on 
an engine. On a highway, 
air flows to the radiator, 
oil flows to the engine, and 
everything that makes a 
car run is much more con-
sistent, reducing the stress 
on the engine as a result. 
Constantly accelerating 
and decelerating is hard 
on an engine. City dwellers 
should get out and drive on 
a highway at least once a 
month. This is also a good 
way to get rid of potentially 
harmful condensation that 
can negatively impact en-
gine performance.

When looking to get 
more for your money, one 
of the best ways to do so is 
to take better care of the 
car sitting in your drive-
way. 
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WE WILL GET YOUR

CREDIT
APPROVED!
OR WE PAY YOU

$300

GUARANTEED

CREDIT
APPROVAL

SE HABLA
ESPAÑOL

If You’ve Been Turned Down Or Had Problems
At Any Car Dealership In The Past...

WE CAN HELP!

Just call us
Toll-Free: 1-866-7-CREDIT

We H a v e A N a t i o n w i d e N e t w o r k O f L e n d e r s
Wh o W i l l Wo r k To F i n d Yo u T h e L ow e s t R a t e

A n d D ow n P a ym e n t P o s s i b l e .

§

§Approval guarantee based on verifiable income of $1200 per month & Area residency of 12 months. Must have valid drivers license.

FREE
CREDIT REPAIR
& IDENTITY
THEFT GUARD

*

FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR LOAN

Rebuild your cre
dit

while you DRIVE
.

Even if you don't qualify

for the vehicle you prefer,

we will still get you on the

road to credit worthiness..

NO PURCHASE
NECESSARY!

*1 YEAR CREDIT PROT
ECTION FREE

WITH NO PURCHASE N
ECESSARY

"We Finance Your FUTURE...
Not your Past."

• Prior Repossessions and Discharged

Chapter 7, 11 & 13 Bankruptcies

• Divorce • First-Time Buyer

• New In This Country • Tax IDs

• Late Payments • Past Medical Billing Problems

• YOU ARE APPROVED!
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are any issues regarding 
balance. Out-of-balance 
tires can cause signifi cant 
issues that stretch beyond 
just uneven tread wear. 
An-out of-balance tire can 
wear down the vehicle’s 
suspension. When driving 
at highway speeds, driv-
ers might notice a consid-
erable thumping. This is 
often indicative of an out-
of-balance tire.

Stay cool 
Sudden tire failure 

can often be traced back 
to overheated tires. A tire 
can overheat for a num-
ber of reasons, including 
aggressive driving. Fre-
quently driving on coarse 
surfaces or at high speeds 
can also increase tire tem-
peratures, as does ambi-
ent temperature. Driving 
at high speeds on a very 

hot day increases the risk 
of sudden tire failure, 
as does driving at high 
speeds on coarse surfaces. 
To reduce tire tempera-
ture, avoid doing these 
things simultaneously. If 
it’s an especially hot day, 
for example, don’t drive 
aggressively, and main-
tain lower speeds.

Don’t mix and 
match

A vehicle’s balance 
can be affected signifi -
cantly if owners mix and 
match their tires. Having 
different tires on the left 
and right sides is likely 
to upset a car’s balance. 
When installing tires, do 
so in front or rear pairs or 
even complete sets. Pairs 
should also be the same 
size, brand, and type, and 
should have the same 
tread wear as well. Should 
one tire go bad, it’s almost 
always worth it to buy two 
tires. When buying two, 
always put the two new 

tires on the rear wheels, 
regardless of which type of 
transmission (rear-wheel 
drive, all-wheel drive, etc.) 
the vehicle has. The rear 
wheels need maximum 
traction so the vehicle can 
remain stable.

Don’t overload 
a tire

Check tires for their 
maximum load range, 
which will be listed on the 
tire sidewall. This maxi-
mum load should never 
be exceeded. Doing so will 
increase tire wear and 
shorten the tire’s life. Ex-
cessive load also increases 
the risk of sudden tire fail-
ure. It’s important to note 
the maximum passenger 
and cargo load intended by 
the vehicle manufacturer 
is often signifi cantly less 
than what the vehicle can 
actually hold. But drivers 
must adhere to this fi gure 
to ensure their vehicles 
are safe and reduce the 
risk of sudden tire failure. 

Continued from Page 32

Tire safety

Rotating tires is 
something that 
many people do 
religiously, while 

others put off the task 
until they notice a prob-
lem with the car’s perfor-
mance. Rotating tires not 
only extends the life of the 
tires, but it also helps en-
sure safer driving.

One may not realize 
that the front tires often 
bear the brunt of the work. 
Making turns or paral-
lel parking requires the 
force of the front tires. The 
frequent use and require-
ments of the tires produc-
es friction on the road, and 
eventually heat. 

Tire rotation essen-
tially means the front 
passenger-side tire will 
be moved to the back pas-
senger-side position. The 
same thing will occur on 
the driver’s side. There’s a 
reason for this: tires have 
unique wear patterns that 
are related to the suspen-
sion and the alignment. 
Should you switch the tires 
in a criss-cross pattern, it 
could affect the alignment 
and lead to a bumpy ride.

These scenarios can 

depend on the vehicle and 
the tire, however. Certain 
vehicles have tires of dif-
ferent sizes in the rear 
and front, which prevents 
front-to-back rotation. 

Many tires should be 
rotated every 3,000 to 5,000 

miles, even if they don’t 
show signs of wear. 

Consult with a service 
station to determine the 
best pattern for rotating 
your tires and the ideal 
time interval between ro-
tations. 

Learn the proper 
way to rotate tires

Vehicles owners should know when to rotate the tires of 

their cars, as rotating tires not only extends the life of 

the tires, but it also helps ensure safe driving.
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$34,887
White/Parchment, ONLY 20K mis., Premium Package

2010 RX350

RALLYE NEW CAR LEASE SPECIALS

per month, for 27 months, $1,625 down*

$359‘12  
ES350

per month, for 27 months, $3,125 down*

$429‘13 RX350  
FWD

per month, for 27 months, $2,350 down*

$559‘13 GS350  
AWD

*Due at signing: ES350= $2,999, �������	
��������������	
������������������������!"#%����&��'(��!"#%����)�+"-����"�����'��.�����4"�8�.����&��%;�.�����'�����������"����<���<)���������"��>�?����������@B���������	
���B�B@����������	
������C)�B�H��%������!���#�"�����IJ%�)�"�����'�"�)�K�)�L��M���
���"����<�";"��"4���'��"���N���������M��OQ(����T�-���;�U������.'���!��'�@�%'��U�)���4V�����'��������"!!�';"�)�YYZ'��T�-������������)�
�"���[���B��)

��TT\?�M�?OQ	Z?
�]�Z��?�^���M?N_�T�� 0.9% 
�����Z���"��]��"�'�	U���J+"����	
����������!���ONLY 22K mi.���8[BB@��!**�)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))) �B@�
�����T����`���JN"�U%�����M��%��%�M8<)����'���N��%"��ON'���'����"�����@H�%�)���8[BB@@�!�))))))))) ������@
2006 RX330 ���;��J���#��NAV��b�"������'�����"����M��%��%�M����M8<)����H�%�)���8[BB@�@!�)))))))))))))$24,444
��BB�b'��"�N�Ol�?��T����#J���#�T�"�U����NAV��]''��''.��ONLY 14K mi.���8[BB@@!**�))))))))))))$24,555
���@�?��������;��J���#��NAV��b�"����&�l�����"������'�����"������H�%�)���8[BB@�!�))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))$25,122
2007 GS350 �����JN"�U%�����NAVIGATION��T�"�U�����"��+��%���CH�%�)���8[BB�@�!�))))))))))))))))))))$25,995
2010 RX350 Black/Parchment, Premium Package, Sunroof, ONLY 23K mi.���8[BB��!�)))))))))))))))))))))))) $33,641
2010 RX350 Black/Black, NAVIGATION��N'%.'���M8<)��b�"������'�����"������H�%�)���8[BB��@!�)))))))$34,997
2010 GS350 ���;��J���#��NAVIGATION��`"�8Ox!�N"%��"����H�%�)���8[BB���!�))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))$36,555 
���C��N���Black/Black, NAVIGATION��]"�8�T�;���'�������'����H�%�)���8[BB@��!�))))))))))))))))))))))))) $37,997

1-800 GO LEXUS�y��"��#���-��)�'%
���N��"���("%!��'"����������N';�

�'����'%'��'()
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Bridge celebrates 75 years connecting Rockaways
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
The Marine Parkway-

Gil Hodges Memorial 
Bridge, which helped turn 
an isolated area into a key 
recreational destination 
in the city and sparked the 
growth of the Rockaways, 
is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary.

Connecting the bor-
ough of Brooklyn from 
the southern end of Flat-
bush Avenue to Jacob Riis 
Park in Queens, the bridge 
opened to traffic July 3, 
1937. It was the linchpin in 
a plan to turn Jamaica Bay 
and the Rockaway peninsu-
la into the city’s newest rec-
reational and residential 
community and to connect 
the area to the new Belt 
Parkway roadway system.

The span’s diamond 
jubilee is being celebrated 
with the opening of an 
exhibit of historic pho-
tographs from the MTA 
Bridges and Tunnels’ spe-
cial archive collection 

at the Queens Public Li-
brary’s Rockaway branch, 
at 116-15 Rockaway Beach 
Blvd. The exhibit will be 
on view weekdays at the 
library and on weekends 
at the Rockaway Artists 
Alliance at the Rockaway 
Center for the Arts in Fort 
Tilden throughout July.

“For 75 years this 
bridge has brought people 
to new homes, helped them 
commute to work, deliver 
goods, grow their small 
businesses and allowed 
millions to experience the 
joy of cool ocean breezes, 
but most of all it has helped 
expand and strengthen the 
communities it continues 
to serve,” said MTA Chair-
man and Chief Executive 
Joseph Lhota.

At 3,840 feet from end 
to end, the Marine Park-
way Bridge was the longest 
vertical lift span for ve-
hicular traffic in the world 
when built and remains the 
longest in North America 
today.

The center lift span, 
which rises to 145 feet above 
water when lifted, is raised 
more than 100 times a year 
to accommodate marine 
traffic traveling between 
Jamaica Bay and the Atlan-
tic Ocean, including both 
the Space Shuttle Enter-
prise this year and the Brit-

ish Airways Concorde in 
2008, which were floated on 
barges beneath the bridge 
en route to their permanent 
home at the Intrepid Sea, 
Air & Space Museum.

Contractor crews from 
American Bridge Co., of 
Pennsylvania, worked 24 
hours a day, seven days a 

week to comply with city 
Parks Commissioner Rob-
ert Moses’ edict to have 
the bridge opened in time 
for July 4, 1937. They beat 
the deadline by a day and 
the bridge opened with a 
500-car motorcade led by 
Mayor Fiorello La Guardia 
and Moses.

In 1978, the name of 
hometown hero Gil Hodges 
was added to the bridge, 
honoring the Brooklyn 
Dodgers first baseman and 
World Champion New York 
Mets manager, who lived in 
Brooklyn during his play-
ing years.

“We hope the com-
munity and visitors to the 
Rockaways will take the 
opportunity to view these 
historic photos that give a 
glimpse back to the roots of 
what are now some of New 
York City’s most vibrant 
communities,” said MTA 
Bridges and Tunnels Presi-
dent Jim Ferrara.

The bridge has a total 
of 45 employees, including 
maintenance and opera-
tions supervisors, lieuten-
ants, sergeants, Bridge and 
Tunnel officers and sup-
port staff.

 Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

The Marine Parkway-Gil Hodges Memorial Bridge celebrates its 75th anniversary this month. 
Photo courtesy MTA Bridges and Tunnels
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David Polanco of College 
Point was inducted into Alpha 
Lambda Delta, the national honor 
society of freshmen, at the Uni-
versity of Scranton.

Tshiring Gurung of Flush-
ing was named to the Southern 
Arkansas University spring 2012 
dean’s list.

The following have graduat-
ed from SUNY New Paltz: Susan 

Li of Woodside; Judea Costes of 
College Point; Katherine Boller 
and Jonathan Talmi of Whit-
estone; Sarah Hefetz, Ingrid 

Maryansky and Nelly McCa-

rthy of Forest Hills; Alexandra 

Zielinska of Rego Park; Alicia 

Blakely and Jennifer Locascio 
of Howard Beach; Pamela Vi-

vanco of Ozone Park; Michael 

Giurato of Jackson Heights; 
Ayanna Thomas and Karen 

Yen of Fresh Meadows; Allyson 

Eames, Paula Clay, Laura Dar-

dignac, Charisma Bennett and 
Francis Rodriguez of Jamaica; 
Shaun Ben-Ari and Allison 

Sofer of Kew Gardens; Christina 

Chamorro and Thomas Garafo-

la of Richmond Hill; Eric Demy-

tor of Woodhaven; Stefanie Alu-

ia and Krystal Miller of Queens 
Village; Philip Mavrikis of 
Middle Village; Roxana Ancher 
and Alexander Dreger of Ridge-
wood; Eunice Chiang, Brian 

Gabriel, Michael Krau, Vikki 

Tseng and Andrew Banuchi of 
Flushing; Anna Han and Kelly 

McCann of Little Neck.
The following have won Unit-

ed Federation of Teachers District 
26 scholarships: Mateo Ordonez 
of PS 188, Jessica Zawadzki of 
Douglaston Community Church, 
Isabel Gonzalez of PS 133, An-

thony Ng of PS 94, Eileen Wang 
of PS 98, Gloria Shannon Lee of 
PS 115, Beatrice Arana of PS 41, 
Yu Fan “Amanda” Ma of PS 221, 
Sophie Robinson and Ricardo 

Bonilla of MS 172, Valencia 

Lewis of Benjamin N. Cardozo 
High School and Kristi Barth 
and Jason Marin of Francis 
Lewis High School.

Xavier Bernard of St. Al-
bans has graduated from Hebron 
Academy. 

Robert Dipeolu of Rosedale 
has been named to the spring 2012 
SUNYIT honors list.

Angela Amedeo and Dan-

ielle Davaros of Whitestone re-
ceived the SUNY Oneonta 2011-12 
Best and Brightest Award.

Allian Gentille of Queens 
Village, Tiffanie Hawes of South 
Ozone Park and Nicole Sasu-

Twum of Briarwood were named 
to the spring 2012 SUNYIT presi-
dent’s list.

Christopher Yip of Briar-
wood has graduated from Juniata 
College.

Michael D. Jensen of Whit-
estone has graduated from Clark-
son University.

Wendi Liu of Forest Hills 

and John J. Murray of Sunny-
side have received National Merit 
Scholarships.

The following have been ad-
mitted into Saint Augustine’s Col-
lege: Breanna Blake, Maisha 

Brown and Claudine Pierre of 
Jamaica; Deborah Oyebamiji of 
St. Albans; and Dominique Ki-

nard of South Ozone Park.
Caterina Bondi of Middle 

Village departed May 15 to spend 
five weeks at Harding University 
in Zambia with the university’s 
speech-language pathology grad-
uate program.

Kateri Clark of Queens Vil-
lage has achieved recognition for 
her winning design in the “De-
sign A Card” competition, spon-
sored by the American Associa-
tion of Teachers of Spanish and 
Portuguese, Long Island.

Danielle Gunraj of Rosedale 
has received a Graduate Student 
Excellence in Teaching Award 
from SUNY Binghamton.

Michael De Pasquale of 
Little Neck, Patricia Lavelle 
of Rego Park, Sazzad Hossain 
of Jamaica, Ariana Thomas of 
Richmond Hill and Chi Hing Siu 
of Flushing have graduated from 
the Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology.

Khristina L. Catarineau 
of College Point, Cephas Andoh 
of Corona, Justine A. Balog of 
Maspeth, Pamela A. Hubert of 
Flushing and Nicole S. Hirsh of 
Fresh Meadows have graduated 
from Quinnipiac University.

Shelley Park of Flushing 
has graduated from the School of 
Art and Design at Alfred Univer-
sity.

The following have gradu-
ated from the College of Mount 
Saint Vincent: Patricia Dono-

ghue and Anthony Garcia of 
Woodside; Nilam Joshi of Forest 
Hills; Alexandra Maldonado of 
Rego Park; Maria Batista and 
Rocio Lijo of Ozone Park; Angela 

Lanzieri and Anthony Masullo 
of Howard Beach; Vanie Mangal 
and Trisha Outar of South Ozone 
Park; Mei Dan Chen of Corona; 
Michael Alam of Jamaica; Win-

nie Tema and Veronica Thomp-

son of Queens Village; Matthew 

Morgado of Woodhaven; Ankita 

Sharma of Richmond Hill; Paulo 

Rovino de Dios of Ridgewood; 
Carolyn Hegel and Laura Sha-

piro of Middle Village; Sayuri 

Mijaro and Daniel Phelan of 
Maspeth; Sylwia Bednarska, 
Michelle Constantopes, Mar-

cus Frederic, Jerilyn Gapit, 
Anthony Mongelli, Sandra Mu-

riel and Alnnye Reyes of Flush-
ing; and Stephanie Magallanes 
and Stephanie Sebo of Fresh 
Meadows.

Jennifer Renta of Jackson 
Heights has graduated from Wil-
kes University.

Shorona Lallsingh of Ja-
maica has graduated from Fisher 
College.

Alexander Ng of Forest 
Hills participated in the National 
Student Steel Bridge Competition 
May 25 and 26 at Clemson Univer-
sity.

Academics

MilitaryAwards

Timothy Ho, a buyer 
specialist with Energized 
Realty Group in Whites-
tone, is the winner of this 
year’s 30 Under 30 — 50 
Finalists Readers’ Choice 
Award.

Air Force Airman Xing Zheng, 
son of Liqin Wu of Flushing, gradu-
ated from basic military training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, San An-
tonio, Texas.

Melissa Molfetas of Whites-
tone, serving with the 42nd Infan-
try Division Band, is promoted to 
the rank of sergeant.

William Pardue of Whites-
tone, serving with the 42nd Infan-
try Division Band, is promoted to 
the rank of sergeant.

Fabian Mendoza of Rego 
Park, serving with the 222nd Chem-
ical Co., is promoted to the rank of 
specialist.

Christopher Amorim of 

Ozone Park, serving with the 222nd 
Chemical Co., is promoted to the 
rank of specialist.

Ronald Rivas of Jamaica, 
serving with the 145th Mainte-
nance Co., is promoted to the rank 
of sergeant.

Aida Paulomolina of Jamai-
ca, serving with the 14th Finance 
Co., is promoted to the rank of staff 
sergeant.

Donique Salmon of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. D (Forward 
Support Co. Reconnaissance and 
Target Acquisition), 427th Brigade 
Support Battalion, is promoted to 
the rank of private.

Marquis Schofield of Jamai-

ca, serving with the Co. F (Forward 
Support Co. Infantry), 427th Bri-
gade Support Battalion, is promot-
ed to the rank of private.

Anthony Vieira of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. F (Forward 
Support Co. Infantry), 427th Bri-
gade Support Battalion, is promot-
ed to the rank of private.

Rodney Allen of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. G (Forward 
Support Co. Field Artillery), 427th 
Brigade Support Battalion, is pro-
moted to the rank of specialist.

Andrew Chui of Flushing, 
serving with the Co. B, 2-108th In-
fantry, is promoted to the rank of 
specialist. 
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Sam Walker of Jamaica re-
ceived the Outstanding Senior 
and Student Government Execu-
tive Board awards at American 
International College.

Kwan Stewart of Jamaica 
and Matthew Biscardi and Jer-

emy Delvalle of Flushing have 
been awarded an academic schol-
arship to attend the SUNY Insti-
tute of Technology.

Jaida Triblet of Jamaica 
and Anthony Langone of Flush-
ing have been named to the win-
ter 2012 DePaul University dean’s 
list.

Eun Bee Yun, daughter 
of Choon An of Flushing, has 
graduated from Saint Michael’s 
College.

Hannah Thompson of For-
est Hills has graduated from Bard 
College at Simon’s Rock.

The following have gradu-
ated from Quinnipiac University: 
Samantha Batista of College 
Point, Matthew DiGirolomo of 
Whitestone, Danielle DelGros-

so of Howard Beach, Severino 

Randazzo of Ozone Park, Syed 

Salim of Jamaica, Terrell Allen 
of Rosedale, Erin Bile of Glendale 
and Cristina Di Re of Flushing.

Joshua Carrera of Ridge-
wood, Genesis Tejada of Ozone 
Park and Rong Zheng of Corona 
have graduated from the Univer-
sity of Vermont.

The following were named to 
the spring 2012 University of New 
Haven dean’s list: Joseph Totino 
of Whitestone, Eliot Pacheco 
and Michelle Peralta of Ozone 
Park, Andrea Salazar of Forest 
Hills, Annamaria Primiani of 
East Elmhurst, Audra Clyburn 
of South Ozone Park, Iajhiah 

Lucas and Jasmin Patterson of 
Jamaica, Tashina Andrade of 
Cambria Heights, Joey Rajku-

mar of Queens Village, James 

Kazlausky of Glendale and Mol-

ly Abdelhamid of Fresh Mead-
ows.

Xiao Qian Zhang of Flush-
ing, Lucy Huang of Rego Park 

and Raoul Oloa of Richmond Hill 
have graduated from Skidmore 
College.

Arvin Tangalan of Jamaica 
has earned the Leadership Award 
at SUNY Delhi’s 12th Annual Stu-
dent Life Leadership Award Cer-
emony.

George Asllani, son of 
Sokol and Kalije Asllani of For-
est Hills, has received the Hon. 
Joseph W. deFuria Scholarship 
based on academic achievement, 
service to the law school and dem-
onstrated effectiveness in dealing 
with faculty, staff, students and 
the community.

Shelley Park of Flushing 
has exhibited work as a recent 
graduate of the School of Art and 
Design in “Profile 2012,” an exhi-
bition of selected work, at the Mu-
seum of Arts and Design.

Martin Thomas of Jamaica 
has been named to the American 
International College spring 2012 
dean’s list.

Ariel DiPasquale of Whit-

estone, Arnab Bhattacharjee 
of East Elmhurst and Justine 

O’Sullivan of Fresh Meadows 
have been named to the spring 
2012 Connecticut College dean’s 
high honors list.

Candy Sanchez of Woodside, 
Mark Hakim of Forest Hills and 
Melissa DeVito of East Elmhurst 
have graduated from Providence 
College.

Jeremiah Grant Jr. of the 
Queens Gateway to Health Sci-
ences Secondary School in Hill-
crest has been selected as a Bezos 
Scholar.

Geraldine Fernandez and 
Lorenzo Sewanan of Hollis and 
Samuel Gauthier of Jackson 
Heights have won honors at Trin-
ity College.

Tiaira Myers of Jamaica 
has graduated from Westminster 
School.

Ping-Chieh Lin of Rego 
Park has graduated from Widen-
er University.

Christopher Rossi of Whit-

estone has earned spring 2012 
faculty honors at the Georgia In-
stitute of Technology.

Anna Annim of Fresh Mead-
ows was named to the spring 2012 
Buena Vista University dean’s 
list.

Evelyn P. Cruz of Sunny-
side and Natasha A. Bennett 
and Jennifer I. Nweji of Jamai-
ca have graduated from Grover 
Cleveland High School.

Ode Egharevba of Rosedale 
has been named to the spring 2012 
Youngstown State University 
dean’s list.

Ayon Ibrahim of Wood-
side and Jennifer Rodriguez 
of Ridgewood were honored at 
Union College’s annual Prize Day 
celebration.

Joanna Cohen of Little Neck 
and Jennifer Alweiss of Rego 
Park have received the Great 
Dane Award at the University at 
Albany’s 2012 President’s Under-
graduate Leadership award cer-
emony.

Academics

Military Business

Miscellaneous

Allstate Insurance agent 
Bill Allen, whose office is in 
Kew Gardens, has received 
the Agency Hands in the Com-
munity Award for his commit-
ment to volunteering in the 
community.

Doris L. Martin of Doug-
laston, partner/director at 
Garfunkel Wild, P.C. (GW), was 
named to Long Island Business 
News’ Top 50 Most Influential 
Women in Business.

Egbert Rhoomes of Rosedale, 
serving with the Co. C (Medical), 
427th Brigade Support Battalion, is 
promoted to the rank of specialist.

Beryll Ravinera of Queens 
Village, serving with the Co. B, 
3-142nd Aviation, is promoted to 
the rank of private.

Halinah Neris of Woodhaven, 
serving with the Co. A (Distribu-
tion) 427th Brigade Support Bat-
talion, is promoted to the rank of 
private 1st class.

Adam Dejesus of South Rich-
mond Hill, serving with the Head-
quarters and Headquarters Co., 
427th Brigade Support Battalion, is 
promoted to the rank of specialist.

Adam Padilla of Richmond 
Hill, serving with the Signal Net-
work Support, 369th Sustainment 
Brigade, is promoted to the rank of 
private.

Alejandro Patino of Mas-
peth, serving with the Co. B, 642nd 
Support Battalion, is promoted to 
the rank of specialist.

Harry Colon of Flushing, 
serving with the 1569th Transpor-
tation Co., is promoted to the rank 

of staff sergeant.
Ronald Rivas of Jamaica, 

serving with the 145th Mainte-
nance Co., is promoted to the rank 
of sergeant.

Anthony Vieira of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. F (Forward 
Support Co. Infantry), 427th Bri-
gade Support Battalion, is promot-
ed to the rank of private.

Kim Paglinawan of Little 
Neck, serving with the Co. A (Dis-
tribution) 427th Brigade Support 
Battalion, is promoted to the rank 
of sergeant.

Spc. Luis Flores of Ridge-
wood, has re-enlisted to continue 
service with the Co. G, (Forward 
Support Co. Field Artillery), 427th 
Brigade Support Battalion.

Sgt. 1st Class Adam Meyer 
of Fresh Meadows has re-enlisted 
to continue service with the Head-
quarters, 106th Regiment (Region-
al Training Institute).

Staff Sgt. Anthony Boodoo 
of East Elmhurst has re-enlisted 
to continue service with the Camp 
Smith Training Site.

Beauty Wong has been 
named the latest addition to the 
Queens Botanical Garden board of 
trustees.

Queens students Denaya Da-

vis and Takai Nurse from Red-
fern Cornerstone; Tionne Dixon, 
Shaniya McLean, Navae Moise 
and Ayicia Ogundipe from the 
Police Athletic League’s Edward 
Byrne Center; Kassandra Mar-

quez and Ethan Mark Reres 
from PS 214; Destinee McCarthy; 
Ekemini Nkanta and Tonni She-

rard from the Goldie Maple Acade-
my Beacon performed at the PAL’s 
Annual Poetry Jam.

Richard Gutierrez of Queens 
was elected vice president for the 
11th Judicial District on the Execu-
tive Committee of the New York 
State Bar Association.
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

A corner of the universe where 
fantasy and fiction are your guide. 
That’s where gifted illustrator Greg 
Opalinski goes when he’s inspired.

After acing a fierce creative 
competition, the driven Generation 
Y-er and recent college grad from 
Ridgewood had finally found his 
niche as a newly published illustra-
tor, while earning international ac-
claim as the New York winner of the 
2012 L. Ron Hubbard Illustrators of 
the Future Contest.

From thousands of entrants, the 22-year-
old Opalinski was chosen as one of 12 winners 
who were honored in an Oscar-style gala cer-
emony in Hollywood on April 15. They came 
from all corners of the globe, and were pre-
sented with combined cash prizes and royal-
ties of more than $30,000.

But Opalinski’s marquee achievement 
was seeing his dynamic artwork published 
in a popular book, described as the best new 
science fiction and fantasy of the year: The 
annual “L. Ron Hubbard Presents Writers of 
the Future, Volume 28.”

The young artist teamed up with Cory L. 
Lee, one of 12 writers who won the Writers of 

the Future Contest. “Every writer wrote an 
original short story and was assigned an il-
lustrator,” Opalinski said. “I was assigned to 
her story titled ‘Shutdown.’”

Lee’s dramatic story — about a former 
ballet dancer turned military commando, 
plunging into a deadly alien forest to discover 
its hidden military secrets — is a must-read. 
(corrylee.com/publications)

Since his recent return from the West 
Coast, Opalinski’s home, where he lives with 
his parents and two older brothers, has been 
abuzz with excitement. “(The Opalinski fam-
ily) wanted to tell everyone about my suc-

fantasy and fiction are your guide. 
That’s where gifted illustrator Greg 
Opalinski goes when he’s inspired.

competition, the driven Generation 
Y-er and recent college grad from 
Ridgewood had finally found his 
niche as a newly published illustra-
tor, while earning international ac-
claim as the New York winner of the 
2012 L. Ron Hubbard Illustrators of 

The Play’s The Thing 48          
 Sudoku 48   

 Arts & Entertainment 50 
 Theater Calendar 50  
 Crossword Puzzle 50 

Continued on Page 51

Greg Opalinski, of Ridgewood, was 
one of 12 winners of the 2012 
Illustrators of the Future contest 
for work that appeared in “L. 
Ron Hubbard Presents Writers 
of the Future, Volume 28.” 

Photos courtesy Galaxy Press
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Answers in Sports

Sometimes they get 
it right, and such a time 
was a Sunday evening in 
June when the remarkable 
Sonya Tannenbaum was 
the star of a surprise celeb-
rity roast. The event, which 
took place at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall in Oceans-
ide, was billed as a tribute 
to Sonya for “her first 1,000 
years in show business,” 
and was attended by a num-
ber of luminaries from the 
Long Island stage. Love 
was in the air.

Poor Sonya, a woman 
of a certain age, was led to 
believe that she was going 

to a granddaughter’s col-
lege graduation party, but 
when she came through 
the door, 75 friends shouted 
out her signature greeting, 
“Hiya, Cookie!” and she 
hasn’t been the same since.

Planned for months, 
the party was made pos-
sible by the efforts of the 
ubiquitous Frank DiSpi-

gno and the effervescent 
Cathy Chimenti. (Adjec-
tives included solely for 
those preparing for their 
SATs.) The festivities came 
off without a hitch and the 
guest of honor was truly 
stunned, perhaps amazed 
that all the talkative the-
ater types could keep a 
secret for so long. It was a 
roast, of sorts — a lot of ref-
erences to age and Sonya’s 
cigarette habit — but main-
ly anecdotes and memories 
of her long career.

Sonya began her the-

atrical journey at the age 
of 6 in summer camp, 
went to school in her na-
tive Brooklyn, graduated 
from Lincoln High School, 
and married while still a 
teenager, a marriage that 
produced three daughters. 
The second time around 
she got it right: Sonya and 
the late Jesse Tannenbaum 
were married for almost 30 
years, living in their home 
in Flushing.

As the Master of Cer-
emonies, DiSpigno in-
troduced a roster of nine 
presenters: (in order of ap-
pearance) Jerry Zaback, 

Linda May, Gary Tifeld, 

Sue Anne Dennehy, Mi-

chael Chimenti, Marian 

Waller, Tommie Gibbons, 
Cathy Chimenti, and John-

ny Hayes — all celebrities 
in our theater community. 
The Chimentis, a political 
odd couple who perform a 

dazzling non-controversial 
cabaret act, each sang a 
song with custom-made lyr-
ics for Sonya, “Smoke Gets 
in your Eyes” and “I’m Still 
Here,” while the others 
mixed zingers with praise. 
Food and drink were con-
sumed and laughter filled 
the room.

Sonya’s acting credits 

are legendary, “hundreds of 
shows,” she says, including 
a mere six in 2011. On the 
list are the title dames from 
“Hello, Dolly,” “Mame,” 
and “Driving Miss Daisy,” 
and roles in “The Gin 
Game,” “Blithe Spirit,” 
“Cabaret,” “Trip to Bounti-
ful,” “Crossing Delancey,” 
“Lost in Yonkers” and “Sis-

ter Mary Ignatius Explains 
it All for You.” And lots 
more, of course. The list of 
shows she hasn’t been in is 
probably shorter, although 
rumors that soon she’ll be 
playing that red-headed 
orphan in “Annie” are un-
founded. She likes to keep 
busy, so if you have a part 
for her, please call.

Ageless Sonya says 
she’s not shy about her 
real age — her most recent 
birthday was July 6 — but 
she prefers not to reveal 
it to the theater world, in 
case it might influence her 
casting options. Instead she 
prefers the age of 39 — “if it 
worked for Jack Benny, it 
works for me,” she says. If 
pressed for a number, she 
answers “mature.” The 
rest of us should be so for-
tunate.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at RBH24@Columbia.edu.

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

How to celebrate 1,000 years in show business

Sonya Tannenbaum and Frank DiSpigno Photo by Ron Hellman
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Cal l  5 16-829- 1301  or  v is i t  www.ShopGreatNeck .com for more informat ion

Thurs. July 19 - Bond Street
P R O M E N A D E  N I G H T

Thurs. July 19 - Bond Street
P R O M E N A D E  N I G H T

6:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.6:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

YOU ARE A STAR!
Great Neck Plaza

KARAOKE CONTEST

YOU ARE A STAR!

Thursday, July 19
8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Great Neck Plaza
KARAOKE CONTEST

Thursday, July 19
8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

$ $$$ $$
CASH PRIZESCASH PRIZES

(On Bond Street)(On Bond Street)

Art bears illuminate Sky View Center in Flushing
BY ALEX PALMER

The Sky View Center 
just became a bear market. 
The largest retail space in 
Queens added an extensive 
new bear-themed art exhib-
it to its shops and restau-
rants in late June that will 
offer visitors some colorful 
visuals to feast their eyes 
on while they shop and eat.

The exhibit, designed 
by Spanish pop artist 
dEmo, consists of 30 neon 
glass bears of different 
bright colors, measur-
ing from 2- to 6-feet tall. 
While it may look like gi-
ant Gummi Bears have in-
vaded Flushing, the exhibit 
is meant to be both fun and 
enriching. Fittingly titled 
“The Bears,” the exhibit 
has traveled throughout 
the world, perhaps most no-
tably showing at the Venice 
Biennale in 2010.

“Everyone will enjoy 
this kind of Pop Art,” said 
Ed Hilla, general manager 

of the Sky View Center, 40-
24 College Point Blvd. in 
Flushing. “They are color-
ful, bright, different, and 
people can go up and get 
right next to them. It’s not 
like a museum where they 

have to stand 4 feet away 
and can’t touch anything.”

Exhibited on the cen-
ter’s B, C and D levels, this 
is the first art exhibit to be 
displayed at Sky View, and 
marks the next step in Hil-

la’s efforts to create more 
of an experience for those 
visiting the center. Recent-
ly, Hilla and his team have 
helped to celebrate a range 
of holidays by decorating 
the mall in different ways.

During Chinese New 
Year they put up some 200 
Chinese lanterns of all dif-
ferent sizes. A few months 
after that, decorative fans 
were exhibited throughout 
the space. Sky View cur-
rently has a range of color-
ful pop flowers on display.

According to Hilla, 
the addition of The Bears, 
which will be featured 
through Aug. 31, is a way 
for a commercial space like 
Sky View to elevate itself 
to something more and at 
the same time it gives the 
art more exposure than it 
might otherwise receive.

“We look at Sky View 
as more than just a mall. 
It’s a place where the com-
munity gathers, and where 
they come to linger. We 
have some amazing lounge 
and seating areas, making 
it a great place to beat the 
heat during the summer,” 
said Hilla. “What better 
way to share art as well 
than to bring it to a retail 

DEmo’s Bears will be on view at Sky View Center through Aug. 31. 
Photo courtesy Quinn and Co. Public Relations

space like Sky View Cen-
ter?”

DEmo’s other public 
art pieces share the color-
ful aesthetic of The Bears. 
Chickens, cats, and hearts 
have all been subjects of his 
other projects. On his web-
site, dEmo says of his work, 
“My fauna, i.e. my teddy, 
my cats, my cows and my 
pigs, come to elicit a call on 
the necessity of ecological 
conservation.”

“It’s something we 
wanted to do not just for the 
regular customer, but for 
those that maybe haven’t 
come here before,” said 
Hilla. “If it’s successful, 
I think it’s something we 
will continue to do.”

IF YOU GO
dEmo’s The Bears

Sky View Center
40-24 College Point Blvd.
Flushing
shopskyviewcenter.com
Through Aug. 31
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THE BAY TERRACE  
SHOPPING MALL

A Cooperative Adoption Program of  
North Shore Animal League America

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

Like us on

facebook.com/TheAnimalLeague

ADOPT  
A PET

A

Cats in the Cradle & North Shore Animal 
League America

Golden Dragon Acrobats — Recognized 
throughout the United States and abroad as the 
premier Chinese acrobatic touring company, the 
Golden Dragon Acrobats represent the best of 
a time-honored tradition that began more than 
25 centuries ago. World-renowned impresario 
Danny Chang and choreographer Angela 
Chang combine award-winning 
acrobatics, traditional dance, 
spectacular costumes, ancient and 
contemporary music and theatrical 
techniques to present a show of breathtaking 
skill and spellbinding beauty. 
When: Through Aug. 5; Saturdays 1 pm and 7 

pm; Sundays 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce 718-760-0064; Administration 
718-760-0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

Ice Theatre — Free family-friendly evening 
performances by the Ice Theatre of New York 
ensemble, including guest artists from the 
competitive skating world as well as young, 

up-and-coming ice artists. The public is 
invited to skate after the performances.
When: July 14–28; Saturdays, 7 pm
Where: World Ice Arena, Perimiter Road, 

Flushing Meadows Corona Park, Flushing
Contact: (212) 929-5811; itny@icetheatre.org
Website: icetheatre.org

Suffix with motor 
Box office take 
Certain Jamaican 
Car racing org. 
King of comedy 
Cousin of a mink 
Scrooge outburst 
Do penance 
Poise
Gauzy material 
Blue in Berlin 
Modify
Sins
Soothsayer
“Rings ____ Fingers” 

       (Henry Fonda movie) 
Office notes 
Attila, to his wife? 
Lacking slack 
Try to buy at auction 
Wading bird 
Select, with “for” 
Gambling swindle 
White flag’s message 
Like good jokes 
Mitigates
Ofc. worker 
Country dance 
Russo & others 
Request sweetener 
Fanatical
Trash-can ignorer 
Fuddy-duddy
Excellent 
Hodgepodge
Heroic tales 
Short shot 
Places for props 

Havana’s home 
Without delay, for short 
Willy Wonka’s creator 
Canyon sound 

Speculate 
Priestly garb 
Fraternity letter 
M.I.T. grads 
Loud lions 
Upstate New York prison 
Nauseating feeling 
Half a score 
“___ we there yet?” 
Brownish
Sing softly 
Part of SBA 
Trade-in item 
Flood control device 
Present and future 
General follower 
Sulking
Tourist, at times 
Lions, on a scoreboard 
Bullwinkle, for one 
Barely move 
Portfolio part, in brief 
Lightheaded people? 
Gown fabric 
Iroquois Indian 

Snow White’s dwarfs, e.g. 
Response to an insult 
Cupid, to the Greeks 
Competent 
Legal action 
Inflatable things 
Rotation meas. 
Coach Parseghian 
Marker letters 
Discharge letters? 

It really bugs me that
someone will tell me,
after I spent 20 years
being educated, how
I’m supposed to think.

• • • Clarence Thomas

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

By Ed Canty

TimesLedger Newspapers
Jul. 12-18, 2012

Listening Devices

IT’S  ELEMENTARY

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

STAGE 

CONCERTS

Warm Up 2012 — The annual music series Warm 
Up at MoMA PS1 is celebrating its 15th year, 
featuring temporary urban landscape by HWKN 
called Wendy, the winning design of MoMA PS1’s 
13th annual Young Architects Program.
When: Through Sept. 8; Saturdays, 2–9 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson Ave., Long 
Island City
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: momaps1.org

Radio Jarocho — Queens Botanical Garden (QBG) 
will continue its ongoing Music in the Garden 
summer performance series with an outdoor 
concert featuring musical group Radio Jarocho. 
The fi ve-member ensemble will perform a unique 
blend of Afro-Caribbean and Mexican styles 
called “son Jarocho,” from Vera Cruz, Mexico, 
with roots in Spanish folk music.
When: July 14, 6 pm
Where: Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main 
Street, Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296
Website: www.queensbotanical.org

Target Passport Fridays — A summer series 
dedicated to music, fi lm and dance.
When: Through Aug. 24; Fridays, 6:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum of Art, New York City 
Building, Flushing Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.queensmuseum.org

Hot Jazz/Cool Garden — Hot Jazz/Cool Garden 
celebrates its 9th season with a stellar lineup: 
The Hot Sardines, Bria Skonberg Quartet and the 
Lucky Dogs. Held in the Armstrong Garden, these 
concerts feature traditional jazz bands that play 
and promote the music of Louis Armstrong. Tickets 
for each concert include historic house tour.
When: July 21 and Aug. 18, 2 pm
Where: Louis Armstrong House Museum, 34-56 
107thAve., Corona
Contact: (718) 478-8274

KIDS & FAMILY

Seeing Trees — View images from 18 artists of 
trees in various landscapes.
When: Through Aug. 18

Where: New York Hall of Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: www.nyscience.org

Cartoon exhibit — Animation: A 6,000 square exhibit 
features characters from the Cartoon Network, 
including larger than life graphics, animation from 
concept to fi nished product, storyboarding, character 
design and drawing.
When: Through Sept. 2; Weekdays, 9:30 am–5 pm; 
Saturdays and Sundays, 10 am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: www.nyscience.org

 EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars —  Ben Rosenfeld hosts 
fi ve different comics each week. Comics range 
from underground NYC acts to nationally touring 
headliners. The show is absolutely free, no cover 
charge and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 43-03 Broadway, 
Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@bigbencomedy.com
Website: www.bigbencomedy.com/blog/archives/
astoria_comedy_all_stars/
First Sundays for Families —  The Queens Museum 
of Art and MetLife Foundation invite families of all 
ages to an exciting array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, New York City 
Building, Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700 

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

The Kindertransport — Exhibition opening. 
RSVP. Refreshments will be served.
When: July 12, 1 pm
Where: Kupferberg Holocaust Resource Center 
& Archives, Queensborough Community College, 
222-05 56th Ave., Bayside
Contact: (718) 281-5770
Website: www.qcc.cuny.edu/HRCA/Default.htm

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT



NE

51
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, J

ULY 12-18, 2012      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

9-17 Clintonville Street, Whitestone

718-746-4800
www.theclintonrestaurant.com

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT
HOMEMADE ITALIAN CUISINE
Babich Family Owned Since 1939

9 17 Cli ill S Whi

FREE  LUNCH DELIVERY
Whitestone Area 

$15 minimum/cash only

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices

C
YY

cess” he said. “Some of my 
family members cried as 
they watched my speech, 
which streamed online 
on the night of the awards 
ceremony. They were all re-
ally proud of me, which be-
came sort of a double-edged 
sword, because now I have 
to work extra hard just so I 
don’t disappoint them.”

So, what was it like be-
ing flown to Hollywood for 
an all-expense paid week-
long workshop?

Opalinski said it was 
an amazing experience. 
“I’ve learned some invalu-
able things being able to 
speak to the judges, one-on-
one, and made some great 
friends in the meantime. 
Everyone was very friendly 
and welcoming, and really 
tried to make the week spe-
cial for all of us.”

Unfortunately, he 
didn’t rub elbows with any 
Hollywood celebs due to 
the rigorous schedule. “We 
didn’t have a lot of time to 

explore Hollywood,” he 
said, “but I did meet some 
world-class artists, like 
Cliff Nielsen and Stephan 
Martinière, who also hap-
pened to be our judges and 
workshop presenters.”

The Polish-born art-
ist, who came to New York 
at age 13, has already man-
aged to send a few cre-
ative shockwaves through 
Queens’ richly diverse art 
community, while embrac-
ing his new found fame.

“Most importantly, 
(the award) gave me con-
fidence and assurance 
that I’m on the right path. 
Having met a lot of artists 
— both professionals and 
those just starting out — 
self-doubt seems to find ev-
eryone, without exception. 
This win gave me the extra 
push to keep going.”

With a bachelor’s de-
gree in illustration from 
Manhattan’s School of Visu-
al Arts under his belt, Opal-
inski is looking forward to a 
bright future as an illustra-
tor for books and advertis-

ing. “My plans are to keep 
getting published. I hope 
to illustrate covers for nov-
els and anything else I can 

get my hands on. I already 
started getting some work 
for game cards, so I think 
I’m on the right path.”

The contest
Created by L. Ron Hub-

bard, founder of Dianetics 
and Scientology, the Writ-
ers and Illustrators of the 
Future contests and pro-
grams have jumpstarted 
and advanced aspiring 
writers’ and artists’ ca-
reers over several decades, 
and more than 650 have 
now been recognized.

But Opalinski said the 
only connection between 
Scientology and the con-
tests is that they were cre-
ated by the same person. 
“There was never any talk 
about the church during 
workshops. It was all fund-
ed by royalties made from 
the sale of Hubbard’s well-
known science fiction nov-
els, not by the church. As 
far as I know, not one of the 
finalists (including him) is 
or was a Scientologist.”

His artwork
“My art is constantly 

evolving, so it’s difficult 
to describe it with a few 
words. But the underlying 
theme would have to be fan-
tasy and adventure stories. 
I remember after reading 

‘The Hobbit’ by J.R.R. Tol-
kien as a kid in Poland, my 
imagination would go wild. 
As a result, I can’t help but 
try to embed a hint of that 
childhood curiosity in all 
of my illustrations.”

After doodling for 
years, Opalinski put a con-
centrated effort into his 
illustrations during his 
sophomore year in college. 
His advice to aspiring illus-
trators is to “just keep go-
ing. Compare yourself only 
to the best. This will prove 
to be challenging, even 
discouraging at times, but 
I find it’s the best and fast-
est way to improve. Draw 
every day, even if it’s for 10 
minutes, and most impor-
tantly, make sure you draw 
for yourself, not for some-
one else. Have fun with it.”

Look for Opalinski’s 
award speech online at 
youtube.com/writersofthe-
future.

You can find a copy of 
the book at major online 
booksellers, as well as local 
bookstores. Also look for it 
in the eBook format to see 
all the illustrations in full 
color.

Continued from Page 47

Ridgewood resident Greg Opalinski’s illustration (pic-
tured) for Cory L. Lee’s short story “Shutdown” won high 
acclaim in the 2012 Illustrators of the Future contest. 

Photo courtesy Galaxy Press
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www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT 160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street 
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Guide toDINING To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

718-747-1414BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Waterside Restaurant

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

718-849-3939

VILLAGGIO

���������	

���
����

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT
HOMEMADE ITALIAN CUISINE

718-746-4800 
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 7/15/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

171717
Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8145-35K mi.   20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$21,981

$7,981
P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8461-77K mi.

*

2005 
TOYOTA SCION TC

$7,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8261-99K mi.

*

2006 
NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5 S SEDAN

$7,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8182-86K mi.

*

2002 
JEEP LIBERTY 4X4

$8,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, 3rd Row, Stk#U8263-58K mi.

*

2006 
CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY

$9,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8366-48K mi.

*

2003 
NISSAN PATHFINDER SE 4X4

$10,981
A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloy Wheels, Stk#U8368-56K mi.

*

2006 
MINI COOPER

$10,981
Auto, AC, P/L, P/W, Stk#U8451-55K mi.

*

2007 
MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE GS CONVERTIBLE

$10,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8363-51K mi.

*

2009 
NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5 S

$14,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8210-32K mi.

*

2010 
TOYOTA RAV4

$16,981
Auto, A/C, All Power, Stk#U843-60K mi.

*

2006 
BMW 325xi

$21,981
Auto, A/C, Leather, Sunroof, All Power, Stk#U8456-38K mi.

*

2008 
INFINITI G35x

$25,981
Leather, Roof, Nav, All Power, Stk#U8432-18K mi.

*

2008 
MERCEDES C300 4Matic

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL
✔

$8 Oil Changes
✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

Leather, Moonroof, All Power, Stk#U8242-50k mi.

BUY
FOR

2010 BMW

328i
*
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Following the path 
of their parents, an East 
Elmhurst and Yonkers fam-
ily’s new eatery — Earth, 
Wind & Fire Cafe — brings 
a common sight in Jackson 
Heights to Astoria.

“It’s basically what we 
want, what we would eat 
and what we think are rea-
sonable prices also,” said 
Gina Alvarez, one of the 
partners in the café.

Earth, Wind & Fire 
Cafe, at 31-12 23rd Ave. in 
Astoria, serves traditional 
Colombian baked goods for 
$4 or less. Some of the café’s 
specialties include pan de 
bono, a doughy bread made 
with farm fresh Colombian 
cheese from upstate farms 
and sometimes filled with 
jam and cheese; arepa 
de choclo, a baby corn-
based bread with butter 
and cheese; empanadas, a 
stuffed pastry that can be 
fried or baked; and bun-

velos, or cheese fritters.
“These are your main-

stays,” Gina Alvarez said of 
the menu. “These are your 

bread-and-butter type of 
stuff.”

The café also serves 
some foods more typically 

seen in American bakeries, 
like croissants and muf-
fins, as well as drinks and 
some sweets.

The business was the 
brainchild of the Alvarez 
family, particularly Oscar 
Alvarez of East Elmhurst 
and Pablo Alvarez of Yon-
kers. The brothers’ parents 
had opened Colombian res-
taurants in Queens 25 years 
ago. While the brothers 
both have careers — Pablo 
Alvarez is a contractor and 
union worker, while Oscar 
Alvarez is an administra-
tor at an insurance compa-
ny, they wanted to open up 
a business related to food 
as well.

“They have a passion 
for food,” said Gina Alva-
rez. “They love food.”

Gina Alvarez, who is 
marrying Pablo Alvarez 
in September, is a teacher 
when she is not working 
at the bakery. She said 
Pablo Alvarez is spiritual 
and, based on that, they 
decided to name their café 
after three of the ancient 
elements. The café is deco-
rated in earthier tones and 

with elemental symbols 
rather than most Colom-
bian bakeries.

While the café has only 
been open since around Me-
morial Day, Gina Alvarez 
said it has already gotten 
an enthusiastic reception 
in the neighborhood. She 
said many of the residents 
are willing to learn about 
Colombian baked goods 
and try new things.

“We get to know a lot 
of people,” she said. “That’s 
what’s really nice about 
this neighborhood.”

The family hopes to 
open up an additional loca-
tion in Westchester County  
in the future.

Café hours are 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. every day except 
Saturday, when it is open 
till 9 p.m.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Sweet fl avors of Colombia come to Astoria
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BLACK & WHITE PAGE

The kickoff for the pro-
gram was held at the Flush-
ing Sheraton LaGuardia 
East Hotel, one of the mem-
bers of the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corp., 
which hosted borough 
representatives; Flora, the 
anthropomorphic mascot 
of the Queens Botanical 
Garden; and some of the 

Chinese Golden Dragon Ac-
robats, who are currently 
performing at the Queens 
Theatre.

City Councilman Pe-
ter Koo (D-Flushing) said 
visitors to Queens can take 
a trip around the world just 
by riding the No. 7 train, 
and that it was important 
to promote the borough’s 
neighborhoods both to for-
eign visitors and Queens 
residents.

“Manufacturing jobs 
are gone and they won’t 

come back,” he said. “The 
future is tourism, higher 
education and health care. 
These are the things we 
have to concentrate on.”

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said he was “proud to be 
someone who eats at a lot 
of restaurants in Queens 
County,” adding that espe-
cially in western Queens, 
small businesses like res-
taurants and cafés provide 
many jobs.

State Assemblywoman 

Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
said that as a Queens mom, 
she is always looking for 
things to do with her fam-
ily in the borough.

“There are so many 
programs and events you 
can find right here in 
Queens,” she said. “You 
don’t have to go anywhere 
else.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

safety in the skies, animal 
activists view the roundups 
as a cruel slaughter of inno-
cent geese.

“Sen. Gillibrand 
turned Jamaica Bay Wild-
life Refuge into a killing 
zone this morning, as 751 
Canada geese were round-
ed up, removed and slaugh-
tered while they were 
molting and unable to fly 
— thanks to Gillibrand’s 

wrong-headed, shocking 
attack on geese in the city’s 
only federally protected 
bird sanctuary,” said Edita 
Birnkrant, the New York 
director of Friends of Ani-
mals. “Shame on Sen. Gilli-
brand, whose reputation 
is forever tarred by this 

bloody, disgraceful attack 
on New York City wildlife 
and a refuge.”

And Ida Sanoff, of the 
Natural Protective Asso-
ciation, believes removing 
geese could actually exacer-
bate the threat to aircraft.

“Environmentalists 

know the golden rule of eco-
systems: If one species is re-
moved, another species will 
take over,” said Sanoff. “So 
if the gulls and the geese 
are gone, there will be more 
resources available for 
whatever species moves in 
to occupy their niche. And 

that species may be even 
more problematic.”

 Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

ter for Responsive Politics, 
 ranked each Democratic 
campaign in the Queens 
primary  on how completely 
they collected information 
about donors.

More than 98 percent 
of Meng’s donations were 
considered fully disclosed 
by the site, while only 68 
percent of donations from 
competitors Assemblyman 
Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) and Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village) were 
deemed fully disclosed.

Partially disclosed do-
nations often list a donor’s 
job as vague titles, includ-
ing self-employed, entre-
preneur or businessman, 

according to the site.
Donations to Liu’s 

campaign by people who 
listed their occupation as 
“worker” at places like su-
permarkets or restaurants 
led to intense scrutiny of 
the comptroller’s finances, 
but Meng’s camp appeared 
to avoid the same mistakes.

Significantly more 
than 100 people donated to 
both Meng and Liu’s cam-
paigns, a comparison of the 
data shows, although sever-
al factors prevented an ex-
act count. In some cases, a 
donor used an English first 
name to donate to one cam-
paign and a full Chinese 
name to donate to another.

For example, William 
Chiang, of Pacific Concor 
Investment Inc., donated 
$2,000 to Meng’s campaign, 
but donated $800 to Liu’s 
under the name Wen Hui 

Chiang.
Most of the common 

donors provided all of the 
required information to 
both campaigns, although 
it was more common for a 
donor to provide less infor-
mation to Liu’s campaign.

For example, a man 
named Chau Hung Nam 
listed himself as retired on 
Liu’s campaign finances, 
but as the owner of the New 
Song Bo Restaurant.

Meng’s camp seemed 
to avoid large contribu-
tions from donors who 
listed their job as simply 
“worker” or “dishwasher,” 
but several employees of 
grocery stores who listed 
themselves as “staff” gave 
between $250 to $2,000 and 
a deliveryman for the U.S. 
Postal Service gave $2,500.

Halloran’s war chest 
is entirely made up of indi-

vidual donations, and while 
his ability to spend on cam-
paign tools including mail-
ers, commercials and staff 
pales in comparison with 
Meng’s, he won his Coun-
cil seat in 2009 with only 
$100,000 to his opponent 
Kevin Kim’s $517,000, a dis-
advantage of 5-1.

The website opense-
crets.org also categorized 
the donations flowing into 
Meng’s campaign by the in-
dustries where her donors 
worked.

The site found that 
aside from donors who list-
ed themselves as retired, 
Meng received the next big-
gest bloc of contributions 
from real estate circles.

Heavy hitters in Flush-
ing development, like Mi-
chael Lee from F&T Group 
and Michael Meyer of TDC 
Development, added to the 

assemblywoman’s coffers, 
along with RKO Keith’s 
Theatre developer Patrick 
Thompson.

Meng also received 
several donations totaling 
$7,800 from Queens Lum-
ber, the company owned 
by her father and political 
predecessor Jimmy Meng, 
and also the employer of 
Simon Ting, a man who 
was indicted on charges of 
forging voter registration 
documents during Jimmy 
Meng’s successful 2004 bid 
for Assembly.

Super PACs did not 
play a large role in Meng’s 
fund-raising, but she did re-
ceive about $7,000 between 
donations from Ameripac, 
which backs Democratic 
candidates across the coun-
try, the American Dental 
Association PAC and the 
Jobs, Opportunities and 

Education PAC, which is 
affiliated with U.S. Rep. 
Joseph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights).

In the final days before 
the primary, Meng chalked 
up a donation from Alex-
andar Cohen, who works 
as the director of research 
for the Soros Fund, a trust 
belonging to billionaire in-
vestor George Soros.

Meng spent slightly 
more than $400,0\00 in the 
primary, with about a quar-
ter of that money going to 
a Washington, D.C., firm 
called Kennedy Commu-
nications, which provided 
campaign literature.

Green Party candidate 
Evergreen Chou has not 
filed any campaign finance 
reports with the FEC, 
which is required once a 
candidate raises more than 
$5,000 .

front of our children,” said 
Addabbo. “Put a good fence 
back up like the one that 
has stood for almost 100 
years. Then both sides win 
and become good neigh-
bors.”

But bare-skinned 
beachgoers believe those 
who want the fence rebuilt 
are unfairly characterizing 
them as “degenerates.”

“There is nothing vul-
gar about this at all,” said 
Michael Giannopoulos, 42, 
who wore a barely-there 
speedo in lieu of total nu-
dity. “We are not degener-
ates. No one is having sex 
in public.”

While he believes there 
is nothing wrong with nu-
dity at the beach, Gianno-
poulos said he would not 
care if the fence was put 
back in place.

Topless sunbather An-
drea Marcos, 25, agreed 
and said fence or no fence, 

she will be on the beach to 
soak in the rays.

“I don’t care if the fence 
is up or not,” said Marcos, 
adding that she has never 
seen lewd behavior at the 
beach. “I’m comfortable be-
ing topless on a beach, but if 
a parent doesn’t want their 
kids to see my breasts, I to-
tally understand that, too. 
We aren’t looking to bother 
anyone. We just want some 
sun.”

According to officials, 
the fence was not only 
meant to protect inno-
cence.

Elected leaders noted 
the barrier has served as 
a clear indicator for polic-
ing agencies to identify 
jurisdiction and enforce-
ment. National Park police 
said the absence of a fence 
could cause confusion in 
jurisdiction and relaxed 
enforcement, leading to an 
increase in crime.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546. 

Continued from Page 5

NY6

Continued from Page 5

Birds

Continued from Page 5

Nudes

Continued from Page 4

Tourism

ous.”
The Corona Slow Zone 

is one of 13 neighborhoods 
with sectors that have been 
preliminarily selected to 
become Slow Zones. Queens 
is set to be given four of 
those zones, including the 
one in Corona. Queens is 
tied with the Bronx for the 
largest number of new Slow 
Zones.

Elmhurst’s Slow Zone, 
which measures about 0.3 
square miles, will be be-
tween Roosevelt and 34th 
avenues, with Junction 
Boulevard bordering it to 
the east and Broadway and 
Baxter Avenue bordering it 
to the west.

Jackson Heights 
was selected to receive a 
0.26-square-mile Slow Zone 
from 82nd Street to 31st 
Avenue to the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway to As-
toria Boulevard.

In northeast Queens, 

Auburndale has been ap-
proved for a 0.19-square-
mile Slow Zone from Fran-
cis Lewis Boulevard to 35th 
Avenue to the Clearview 
Expressway to Northern 
Boulevard.

The neighborhoods 
were chosen after being 
nominated by area advo-
cates and then evaluated 
on the basis of a number 
of criteria, including crash 
history, community sup-
port for the project and how 
many schools, senior cen-
ters and day-care centers 

are in or near the area.
Bloomberg said 2011 

had 243 traffic fatalities, 
the lowest since the city 
began tracking records in 
1910. He said the drop in 
accidents has occurred in 
large part due to the series 
of new safety measures the 
city has implemented, such 
as countdown clocks and 
pedestrian plazas.

Bloomberg said the 
city will continue to enact 
additional measures to re-
duce fatalities and injuries 
from car accidents.

Continued from Page 4

Mayor
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER AND 
MARC RAIMONDI

It took 17 years, with 
plenty of near-misses, but 
Grand Street Campus fi-
nally broke through under 
Coach Melvin Martinez.

The Wolves beat 
George Washington to win 
their first PSAL city base-
ball title under the coach, 
who helped mentor current 
Yankees farmhand Dellin 
Betances, among others, in 
almost two decades on the 
bench.

Poly Prep didn’t have 
to wait nearly as long to 
win again — the Blue Dev-
ils took home their second 
straight NYSAISAA title 
on the back of right-hander 
Andrew Zapata, one of the 
best pitchers New York City 
has seen in some time.

In the CHSAA, Iona 
Prep sent out legendary 
Coach Fred Gallo a win-
ner. The 30th-year coach 
announced he would retire 
after the season and the 
Gaels made sure to win him 
his second intersectional 

title against rival Fordham 
Prep and all-world short-
stop Andrew Velazquez.

All-City baseball 

Player of the Year: An-

drew Velazquez, Ford-

ham Prep

At 5-foot-9, he doesn’t 
look like much of a baseball 
player. But Velazquez is a 
five-tool talent, one of the 
fastest players in the city 
who can also bash home 
runs from both sides of the 
plate.

This year, the senior 
made the transition to 
shortstop from center field 
for Fordham Prep and his 
defense was top-notch. He 
was the best lead-off hit-
ter in the five boroughs 
and wreaked all kinds of 
havoc on the bases to help 
Fordham Prep reach the 
CHSAA Class AA intersec-
tional finals.

A day before his big 
game to lead the Rams 
there against St. Joseph by 
the Sea, Velazquez was se-
lected in the seventh round 
of the MLB First-Year Play-

Panisse tops city track stars
Cardozo cross-country runner brought home two 2012 PSAL titles

Dozo’s Doyle makes 
Post’s city fi rst team

Pitcher and centerfielder Connor Doyle was selected by the New 
York Post’s All-City Baseball first team. Photo by Lauren Marsh

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

The city was again a 
hotbed for girls’ track and 
field talent.

The spring was domi-
nated by a historic sea-
son from distance runner 
Alexis Panisse and Car-
dozo, which repeated as 
PSAL indoor and outdoor 
champs even though Clin-
ton, Port Richmond and 
Medgar Evers closed the 
gap. Medgar Evers’ Kade-
cia Baird emerged as one 
of the nation’s top sprinters 
by year’s end, while Arch-
bishop Molloy and St. John 
Villa continued to be two of 
the CHSAA’s best squads.

All-City girls Track 

& Field Athlete of the 

Year: Alexis Panisse, 

Cardozo

The Tennessee-bound 
Panisse enjoyed a season 
for the ages as the Judges 
again captured the PSAL 
indoor and outdoor city 
titles. She was first PSAL 
female cross country run-
ner to qualify for the Foot 
Locker National Champi-
onships and was the first in 
a decade to run the invita-
tional mile at the Millrose 
Games.

Panisse ran the state’s 
best 600-meter time indoors 
this season and broke the 
2,000 steeplechase meet 
record at the Mayor’s Cup. 
She won a city and state 
title in the 3,000 indoors as 
well, adding to her memo-
rable year.

All-City girls Track 

& Field Coach of the 

Year: Gail Emmanuel, 

Cardozo

It was again a domi-
nant season for the Judges, 

but not the way they are 
used to. In a year where 
many thought it might fi-
nally falter, Cardozo won 
its sixth straight PSAL in-
door title and did so without 
Miami-bound star Lateisha 
Philson. Plus, it’s fifth con-
secutive outdoor crown 
came by a narrow margin. 
Emmanuel and assistant 
Coach Ray James devel-
oped more depth around 
less star power than in 
years past, and completed 
the four-year transforma-
tion of standout Alexis Pa-
nisse.

FIRST TEAM

Adrienne Alexander, 

Bishop Loughlin

The Lions’ senior was 
again the city’s top shot-
putter, winning indoor 
and outdoor CHSAA inter-
sectional titles. Alexander 
took home an indoor state 
title with a season-best toss 
of 42 feet 8 inches.

Akayla Anderson, 

Cardozo

Anderson captured the 
PSAL and state crowns in 
the 100-meter hurdles and 
posted a state-leading time 
of 13.98 seconds during the 
outdoor season. In indoors, 
she won the PSAL 55-meter 

hurdles, placed second at 
the state meet and came in 
second at Eastern States in 
7.98.

Brittney Adams, De-

Witt Clinton

The Clinton senior was 
as versatile as they come. 
Adams won the pentathlon 
and was a member of the 
winning 4x400 team at the 
PSAL outdoor champion-
ships. She was also one of 
the state’s best 600 runners 
during the indoor season 
and broke out as a top 400 
hurdler.

Kimberly Bailey, 

Cardozo’s Alexis Panisse is the New York Post’s All-City girls’ track and field Athlete of the Year. 
Photo by An Rong Xu

Continued on Page 60Continued on Page 60
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Dozo, Mary Louis players make All-City team
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

It was one of the most 
competitive seasons in re-
cent years in New York City 
girls’ lacrosse.

Tottenville held off 
Curtis in a four-overtime 
thriller for its second con-
secutive PSAL Class A ti-
tle. Riverdale was again the 
city’s top club behind star 
Lindsay Picard, but suf-
fered a tight loss to unbeaten 
Hackley in the NYSAISAA 
semifinals. Mary Louis fell 
for the second straight year 
in the CHSAA Nassau/Suf-
folk Class A title game and 
James Madison captured 
the PSAL Class B title.

All-City girls La-

crosse Player of the Year: 

Lindsay Picard, River-

dale

Playing much of the 
year with a slight tear in 
her hamstring, the senior 
midfielder scored 71 goals 
and finished with 20 assists 
to lead Riverdale to a sec-
ond-place finish in the Ivy 
Prep League and a berth in 

the NYSAISAA semifinals, 
where it lost to eventual un-
beaten champion Hackley.

Picard shined in the 
biggest moments. She 
scored seven times, includ-
ing the winner, against 
Fieldston in double over-
time and had the tying 
score late to defeat Poly 
Prep in comeback fashion 
in the NYSAISAA quarter-
finals.

All-City girls La-

crosse Coach of the Year: 

Leonard Hession, Totten-

ville

Unlike last season, the 
second-year coach didn’t 
watch the Pirates cruise to 
the PSAL Class A title. Tot-
tenville was tested often, 
dealt with a difficult-to-
stomach loss to rival Curtis 
and grinded out multiple 
overtime wins throughout 
the season. Those included 
a four-overtime affair in 
the final to claim its second 
straight crown. It was Hes-
sion’s calmness, confidence 
and yet demanding style 
that helped pull the Pirates 

through.
FIRST TEAM
M Maria Cacciapuo-

ti, Tottenville

Considered one of the 
hardest workers and most 
respected players on the 

team, the junior burst onto 
the scene this season. Cac-
ciapuoti tallied 59 goals and 
nine assists as Tottenville 
won its second straight 
PSAL Class A title.

M Chloe Chasanoff, 

Fieldston

The sophomore was 
a scoring machine, pour-
ing in 79 goals. Her finest 
performance came in a 
nine-goal effort to lead the 
Eagles to an upset of Long 
Island Lutheran in the NY-
SAISAA quarterfinals.

M/A Carly Chierico, 

Cardozo

One of the most accom-
plished players in Judges 
history, she led the pro-
gram to one of its best sea-
sons this spring. The senior 
scored 40 goals and added 
17 assists as the team’s lead-
ing scorer.

M Jessica Dahldorf, 

Poly Prep

The Northwestern-
bound star continued to 
show why she is one of the 
city’s top talents. Dahldorf 
kept a young Poly Prep 
team in the upper echelon 
of the Ivy Prep League 
thanks to her 62 goals and 
22 assists.

M Erin Gibbons, 

Staten Island Academy

The senior was the 

city’s most prolific offen-
sive weapon with 87 goals 
and 24 assists. Gibbons 
found the back of the net 10 
times in a win over Curtis 
and totaled six goals in the 
Tigers’ AAIS championship 
game win over Chapin.

A Madeline Hopper, 

Riverdale

The sophomore con-
tinues to be one of the five 
borough’s most athletic and 
dynamic scorers. Hopper 
complied a remarkable 84 
goals to go along with nine 
assists. Her finest moment 
was a seven-goal showing 
in an impressive win over 
Poly Prep.

M Anna McGovern, 

Mary Louis

What made McGovern 
so unique is the impact she 
had on both sides of the 
midfield for TMLA, which 
made a return trip to the 
CHSAA Nassau/Suffolk 
Class A title game. She was 
the team’s fiercest defender 
and scored 58 goals to lead 
the offense.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

It was a return to glory 
for a number of city boys’ 
lacrosse teams.

Fieldston and its high-
octane offense again rose to 
the upper echelon of the Ivy 
Prep League and reached 
its first NYSAISAA final 
since 2009. Tottenville and 
Monsignor Farrell were 
both trying to eliminate 
the taste of championship 
defeats from last season, 
and did so.

The Pirates won their 
first PSAL Class A crown 
since 2004 while Farrell 
ended the drought with an 
unbeaten CHSAA Class 
A championship run, its 
first city crown of any kind 
since 1995.

All-City Boys La-

crosse Player of the Year: 

Grady Smith, Fieldston

Fieldston returned to 
prominence this season 
and the versatile Smith was 
a big reason for that suc-

cess. The senior midfielder 
and All-Ivy Prep League 
first team selection was the 
offensive cog the rest of the 
Eagles rallied around. He 
produced 45 goals and 30 
assists to lead the Bronx 
school to a second-place fin-
ish in the Ivy’s and its first 
berth in the NYSAISAA 
title game since 2009.

All-City Boys La-

crosse Coach of the Year: 

Demetrios Haronitis, 

Tottenville

It was title-or-bust this 
year for a senior-laden Tot-
tenville team that Haroni-
tis personally developed. 
That goal was realized as it 
brought home its first PSAL 
Class A crown since 2004 
by beating New Dorp 5-4 in 
dramatic fashion. The Pi-
rates’ journey wasn’t easy 
with plenty of tight wins 
and a surprising regular-
season loss to Hunter. Still, 
Haronitis never exhibited 
less than 100 percent con-
fidence in his club, and he 

was rewarded with a title.
FIRST TEAM
A Ben Andreycak, 

Fordham Prep

The Tufts-bound se-
nior and All-American se-
lection was one of the city’s 
best all-around talents. He 
scored 45 goals, including 
the tying score in a big win 

over rival Iona Prep, and 
notched 37 assists.

M Bektosh Ayoob, 

Benjamin Cardozo

The senior captain 
led the Judges to one of 
their best seasons in recent 
memory, which included 
a return trip to the PSAL 
Class A semifinals. Ayoob 

scored 41 goals and dished 
out 22 assists.

A Kenny Coughlin, 

Tottenville

The Hobart-bound 
standout was the key cog to 
the Pirates’ PSAL Class A 
title, especially with fellow 
star Cody Rivera missing 
time with injury. Coughlin, 
who will also play football 
at Division III Hobart, tal-
lied 34 goals and 23 assists, 
by far his best season in a 
Pirates uniform.

A Tyler Dean-Krantz, 

Riverdale

The Falcons didn’t fea-
ture an explosive offense, 
except when Dean-Krantz 
was in open space. The se-
nior attack was one of the 
Ivy Prep League’s most pro-
lific scorers with 23 goals 
and 23 assists. He could 
dodge to the cage or fire 
precisely from the outside.

A Nick DeMeo, Tot-

tenville

A sophomore attack, 
he played well beyond his 

years this season. He gave 
the Pirates another offen-
sive threat and scored the 
winner in a big win over 
Catholic league foe Xaver-
ian. DeMeo had 25 goals to 
go along with 24 assists.

G Chris Fiore, New 

Dorp

Considered the best 
goalie in the city, the Mor-
risville-bound senior was 
again superb as New Drop 
reached the PSAL Class A 
final for the second in his 
four seasons. He made 239 
saves to keep the Central 
Cougars in every game.

M Hugo Francis Poly 

Prep

No player had a big-
ger impact on a game than 
Francis. The Blue Devils’ 
ball-control offense ran 
through him, which made 
perfect sense as the senior 
pumped in 27 goals to go 
along with 32 assists to help 
Poly reach the NYSAISAA 
semifinals.

Riverdale’s Lindsay Picard is the New York Post’s all-city girls’ la-
crosse Player of the Year. Photo by Robert Cole

Cardozo’s lacrosse captain Ayoob among city’s best

Fieldston’s Grady Smith is the New York Post’s All-City boys’ la-
crosse Player of the Year. Photo by Lauren Marsh
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BY MARC RAIMONDI

It was the year of the 
Eagle in boys’ volleyball.

Academy of American 
Studies rolled through the 
city almost untouched to 
win its first city champion-
ship — and the first — ever 
boys’ title of any kind for 
the small Long Island City 
school. The scary part is 
almost the entire core re-
turns next year.

In the CHSAA, Regis 
continued its run of suc-
cess, winning a fourth city 
crown in the last five years. 
The Raiders were competi-
tive against the top PSAL 
teams, which hasn’t hap-
pened often for teams in the 
fledgling Catholic league.

All-City boys volley-

ball Player of the Year: 

Michal Kasza, Academy 

of American Studies

Unstoppable swings at 
the net. Ferocious serves. 
Pinpoint passing. Relent-
less defense.

There wasn’t a phase of 
the game that Kasza didn’t 
excel in as he led Academy 
of American Studies to its 
first PSAL boys’ volleyball 
championship. The 5-foot-
11 junior had 14 kills in the 
final against Bronx Science 
after not being happy with 
his performance in the 
semifinals. Kasza left little 
doubt who the best player 
in the city was.

“He is just a phenome-
nal talent,” Academy Coach 
Josh Yang said.

All-City boys volley-

ball Coach of the Year: 

Josh Yang, Academy of 

American Studies

Yang had all the talent 
for a city title run in the 
preseason, but had to meld 
it together to make all of 
American Studies’ pieces 
work. He moved Conrad 
Zajkowsk to middle hit-
ter from the right side and 
had former libero take over 
at outside hitter. The fid-
dling proved to be the right 
recipe for success — and at 
the end of the day Academy 
of American Studies was 
hoisting the PSAL champi-

onship banner.
FIRST TEAM
OH Tyler Gaugler, 

Cardozo

At one point, there was 
a fear that Gaugler would 
miss the entire playoffs 
with an ankle injury. But 
fighting through the pain 
and wearing a brace, the 
hard-hitting junior ended 
up leading Cardozo all the 
way to PSAL semifinals to 
cap a big year.

S Jerry Henriquez, 

Bronx Science

Possessing all the tools 
to be a college setter, Hen-
riquez led Bronx Science to 
its second PSAL champion-
ship match in three years. 
The junior’s size at 6-foot-1 
put him a step above other 
players at his position and 
his pinpoint setting was ex-
ceptional.

S Piotr Kasza, Acad-

emy of American Studies

Just a sophomore, 
Kasza was praised time 
and again by Coach Josh 
Yang for being a leader 
and the general out on the 
court. His brother, Michal, 
gets most of the attention, 
but Piotr was just as vital to 
American Studies’ champi-
onship run.

OH Dukhyun Ko, 

Brooklyn Tech

The senior waited his 
turn and watched as other 
stars took Brooklyn Tech 
deep into the playoffs. This 
year, it was Ko’s time, the 
hard-hitting, athletic out-
side hitter pounding the up-
start Engineers past the op-
position and into the PSAL 
semifinals.

S/L Godwin Sequei-

ra, Bryant

The city’s best libero 
last year when Bryant won 

the PSAL city title, Sequei-
ra made the transition this 
year to setter look seam-
less. With unheralded piec-
es around him, the senior 
lifted the Owls to the quar-
terfinals in his new role.

MH Conrad Zajkows-

ki, Academy of American 

Studies

Fittingly, it was Za-
jkowski who put down the 
final kill to give Academy of 
American Studies its first 
PSAL city title. The 6-foot-
7 junior was a monster in 
the semifinals against Car-
dozo, putting the Eagles on 
his back all season.

SECOND TEAM
OH Isaac Hwang, 

Cardozo

You haven’t heard the 
last of this budding sopho-
more star. When star out-
side hitter Tyler Gaugler 

Academy of American Studies’ Michal Kasza is the New York Post’s All-City boys’ volleyball Player of 
the Year. Photo by Denis Gostev

Boys & Girls’ Robert Rhodes is the New York Post’s All-City boys’ 
track and field Athlete of the Year. Photo by William Thomas

Francis Lew runner 
makes second team
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

There were plenty of 
memorable performances 
by the city’s top boys track 
and field athletes.

Robert Rhodes was 
the heart and soul of Boys 
& Girls’ resurgence and a 
PSAL city indoor crown. 
Columbus’ Strymar Liv-
ingston, who is headed 
to Mississippi State, re-
mained among the nation’s 
top middle-distance run-
ners. Stuyvesant’s Konrad 
Surkont, a Harvard com-
mit, became the first PSAL 
boy to run in the invita-
tional mile at the Millrose 
Games since 1998. Jefferson 
enjoyed a second-straight 
PSAL outdoor crown and 
Xavier topped the NYCH-
SAA’s traditional powers 
for an outdoor sectional 
title.

All-City Boys Ath-

lete of the Year: Robert 

Rhodes, Boys & Girls

The UConn-bound 
Rhodes ran with a refuse-
to-lose attitude for Boys & 
Girls, which won its first 
PSAL indoor city title since 
1998. He beat Columbus’ 
Strymar Livingston to 
claim the PSAL 1,000 me-
ter indoor and 800 outdoor 
crowns. He ran the state’s 
fifth time in the 800 indoors 
and second best (1:50.57) 
outdoors, taking third at 
New Balance Nationals. 
Rhodes was also the anchor 
of the Kangaroos’ national 
championship 4x800 and 
4x400 relays.

All-City Boys Coach 

of the Year: Amateka 

Morgan, Boys & Girls

Along with assistant 
Coach James Jackson, Mor-
gan has helped the Kanga-
roos’ return to prominence, 
both at the city and nation-
al levels. Boys High won its 
first PSAL indoor city title 
with a mix of veterans and 
budding stars. The Brook-
lyn school saw its 4x800 
and 4x400 relays combine 
to win three national titles 
this year and the 4x800 
team also qualified for the 
Penn Relays Championship 
of America final.

FIRST TEAM
Dajon Dixon, Thom-

as Jefferson

The senior was the 
epitome of the versatil-
ity the Orange Wave used 
to win its second-straight 
PSAL outdoor city title. 
At the meet, he won the 
pentathlon with a score of 
3306 — the second best in 
the state — the high jump 
with a leap of 6 feet 2 inches 
and was third in the 110 
meter hurdles with a time 
of 14.82.

Benjamin Ezike, Su-

san Wagner

The Rhode Island-
bound senior was the 
cream of the crop of New 
York City jumpers. He won 
the PSAL indoor title in the 
long jump and triple jump, 
posting season-high marks 
of 23-7 and 47-1. Ezike, a 
football star for Wagner 
as well, placed third at the 
state meet during the in-
door season and, despite 
being bothered by an ankle 

Kasza on top of city’s fi nest
America Studies’ star and his coach top Post’s list of volleyballers

Continued on Page 60

Continued on Page 60
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Taft

The junior sprinter 
enjoyed success across the 
board. Bailey was second 
at the outdoor states and 
PSAL championship meet 
in the 200 with a time of 
24.32. Indoors she took 
home the state crown in the 
55-meter dash at 7.15.

Kadecia Baird, Med-

gar Evers

Arguably the nation’s 
top sprinter, the junior 
closed the year by winning 
the 100, 200 and 400 at the 
PSAL outdoor champion-
ship and 200 state and na-
tional title. The later crown 
came in 52.14, the top time 
in the country this season.

Lateisha Philson, 

Cardozo

The Miami-bound 
star moved away from her 
signature hurdles to con-
centrate on sprinting, and 
she ran the state’s fastest 
55-meter dash time of 7.01 
during indoors, took home 
the Mayor’s Cup crown and 

placed second in the event 
at the Millrose Games.

Christina Melian, 

Susan Wagner

The Stony Brook-bound 
senior emerged as one of 
the city’s top distance run-
ners, placing second in the 
PSAL cross-country final. 
She set the PSAL record 
in the 2,000 steeplechase 
in 6:56.20. Melian won the 
PSAL city title in the event 
and placed second in the 
3000 and 1,500 indoors.

Sabrina Souther-

land, Cardozo

The junior won the 
PSAL indoor and outdoor 
city championship in 1,500 
meters and finished second 
in the state meet this spring. 
Her best time, 4:36.15, came 
in an outdoors Mayor’s Cup 
win Southerland was sec-
ond in the outdoor PSAL 
800 and third at the city 
cross-country champion-
ships.

SECOND TEAM
Mariah Claudio, St. 

John Villa

One of the city’s top 
middle-distance runners 
helped Villa remain one of 

the CHSAA’s top squads. 
The Rhode Island recruit 
ran one of the state’s top 
times of 56.64 while placing 
third in the CHSAA Inter-
sectionals in the 400 during 
the outdoor season.

Kerri Butler, Notre 

Dame Academy

The St. John’s-bound 
Butler won the 1,500 runs at 
the outdoor Eastern States 
Championships and the in-
door CHSAA Intersection-
als. She was also third in 
the CHSAA cross-country 
championship and was a 
member of the distance 
medley relay that reached 
the Championship of Amer-
ica at the Penn Relays.

Monique Green, 

Campus Magnet

Green shined in a 
loaded PSAL sprint field. 
She won the league’s 55-me-
ter dash indoor title with 
the seventh-best time in 
the state at 7.17 and placed 
second at the state cham-
pionships. In outdoors, she 
was second in the 100 at 
the Mayor’s Cup and PSAL 
championship, and fourth 
at states.

Continued from Page 57

Track
er Draft by the Diamond-
backs, the highest CHSAA 
player taken in 10 years.

“He got what was com-
ing to him,” Fordham Prep 
Coach Pat Deane said. “He 
earned it.”

All-City baseball 

Coach of the Year: Mel-

vin Martinez, Grand 

Street Campus

Good thing he didn’t 
retire.

When last year ended 
with a PSAL Class A semi-
final series sweep at the 
hands of Tottenville, Mar-
tinez considered hanging 
up his cleats, so dismayed 
at his inability to get past 
the final four with talented 
teams after 16 years of try-
ing. After constant prod-
ding from his players, the 
longtime Coach agreed to 
stay, and the result was a 
season he’ll never forget.

Grand Street won the 

school’s first city champi-
onship, winning its final 21 
games after dropping the 
league opener to Midwood. 
Following the 2-1 victory 
over defending champion 
George Washington in the 
finals, Martinez shed tears 
of joy.

“There are no words 
to even explain the joy I felt 
after we got that third out,” 
said Martinez, who had his 
leukemia-stricken father 
Eudalio by his side during 
the raucous celebration. “It 
was 17 years.”

FIRST TEAM
P/CF Connor Doyle, 

Cardozo

Arguably the biggest 
addition for any team in the 
city, the Townsend Harris 
transfer elevated Cardozo 
to new heights. A fire-ball-
ing right-hander, standout 
center fielder and impact 
hitter, he guided the Judges 
to their second straight un-
defeated league season and 
first PSAL Class A quar-
terfinal berth in several 
years.

P Chris Falcone, St. 

Joseph by the Sea

His signature perfor-
mance came in a CHSAA 
Class AA championship 
round elimination game, 
blanking Archbishop 
Molloy despite bad back 
spasms. It was the Felician-
bound left-hander’s second 
win of the playoffs and he 
went 7-0 overall, giving up 
just three earned runs the 
entire season.

P Gerry Gonzalez, 

Grand Street Campus

Grand Street’s potent 
and deep lineup domi-
nated talk leading up to 
the PSAL Class A cham-
pionship game, but after 
the Wolves won their first 
crown, all anybody wanted 
to talk about was Gonza-
lez’s brilliant performance, 
a complete-game, four-hit-
ter against the powerful 
Trojans. It was an apt end 
to the senior southpaw’s 
memorable postseason, in 
which he won three times 
in dominant fashion.

Continued from Page 57
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injury, won the triple jump 
with a leap of 47-11 at the 
Loukes Games.

Dan Galford, Monsi-

gnor Farrell

The Lions senior en-
joyed one of the best seasons 
by a city distance runner. 
He won the CHSAA cross-
country championship and 
finished second at the state 
meet in 15:59.60 and third 
at the regional champion-
ship. He finished second 
in the 1600 at the CHSAA 
intersectionals during in-
doors.

Strymar Livingston, 

Christopher Columbus

The Mississippi State-
bound Livingston re-
mained among the elite in 
the nation. He smashed the 
national 500-meter record 
with a time of 1:01.68 at the 
New Balance Games and 
owns the nation’s fastest 
mark in the indoor 600 at 
1:17.58. Livingston was the 
PSAL city champion in the 
indoor 600 and outdoor 400, 
capping a sterling career.

Jeremiah Obeng Ag-

yapong, Dewitt Clinton

The Albany-bound 
hurdler put together his 

best season on the track. 
Outdoors he won the PSAL 
city championship and 
Mayor’s Cup title in the 
400-meter hurdles. He post-
ed the second fastest time 
in the state this season at 
52.59 coming in fourth at 
the Penn Relays.

Brian Russell, St. Jo-

seph by the Sea

One of the city’s top 
pitchers was also one of 
its top performers in field 
events. The senior posted 
the fourth-best high jump 
mark in the state at 6-foot-
8 outdoors. Russell won the 
event at the indoor CHSAA 
intersectional, was second 
in the Mayor’s Cup and 
placed fifth at the Penn Re-
lays.

Laray Smith, Xaver-

ian

The junior running 
back is the fastest person 
ever in Xaverian history, 
owning multiple school 
records. Smith was the 
CHSAA intersectional 
champion in the 55, 200 and 
300, with some of the state’s 
top times. He also won the 
100 and 200 at the outdoors 
Mayor’s Cup and placed 
second in the 200 at the out-
door state championships.

Konrad Surkont, 

Stuyvesant

The Harvard recruit 
was one of the PSAL’s most 
decorated distance run-
ners and became the first 
boy to run in the invita-
tional mile at the Millrose 
Games since 1998. He was 
the league’s 1,600 champion 
during indoors, finished 
second in the event at the 
state meet and own the 
state’s fourth fastest time: 
4:14.82. Surkont also won 
the PSAL outdoor 3200 and 
was second in the 1600.

SECOND TEAM
Rudje Beckford, De-

witt Clinton

The Governors star 
was one of the city’s top 
short hurdlers. He won the 
PSAL city championship 
and Mayor’s Cup crown 
in the 110 hurdles and was 
third in the 55 hurdles at 
indoors.

Michael Delligatti, 

Francis Lewis

Delligatti, who is head-
ed to SUNY Oneonta, was 
again one of the city’s top 
distance runners. He helped 
lead Lewis to the PSAL 
Queens indoor crown, took 
home first-place honors 
in the Mayor’s Cup title in 
the 3,000 steeplechase and 
placed second at the PSAL 
city championships.

Continued from Page 59

Runner

was hurting with an ankle 
injury, Hwang stepped into 
a bigger role and emerged 
as a leader, one of the top 
young players in the city.

MH Tom McLaugh-

lin, Regis

With a solid nucleus 
from last year graduating, 
McLaughlin stepped into 
the limelight and excelled 
immediately. His athleti-
cism, leaping ability and 
overall skill set in the 
middle was a handful for 
almost everyone en route to 
the CHSAA city title.

MH Kadeem Nibbs, 

Hunter College HS

Size can kill in volley-
ball and Nibbs, at 6-foot-
8, had it in spades. What 
separated him this year, 
though, was his improved 
skill and feel for the game, 
leading young Hunter into 
the second round of the 
PSAL playoffs.

Continued from Page 59
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