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A TASTE OF THE WORLD

Members of the Golden Chinese Acrobats show off their stuff at the Queens Tourism Council’s kickoff for its Real 
Culture/Authentic Flavor promotion. See story on Page 15. Photo by Yinghao Luo

State Assemblyman Phillip Goldfeder (l.) lis-
tens to concerned residents who want a 
fence separating an adult beach rebuilt. 

Photo courtesy Phillip Goldfeder

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Rockaway residents 

want to cover up cheeky 
sunbathers.

Some beachgoers and 
elected officials are flush 
with anger that the city has 
yet to rebuild a fence sepa-
rating a family-friendly 

beach in Neponsit and the 
more adult-oriented  nude 
beach at Bay 2 in Jacob Riis 
Park.

Hurricane Irene de-
stroyed the fence, which 
was erected nearly100 years 
ago, last year – exposing 
beachgoers with nothing to 
hide to the general public.

In an effort to spur the 
city into action, elected of-
ficials and concerned resi-
dents rallied in Rockaway 
July 1, calling for the fence 
to be replaced.

“For decades, families 
have felt secure in bringing 
their children to Rockaway 

Nude beach irks offi cials
BY PHIL CORSO

When the New York Mets take the field at 
their home ballpark, no player is more at home 
than outfielder Mike Baxter.

Baxter received a city proclamation last 
week when City Councilman Dan Halloran (R-
Whitestone) stopped by Citi Field to recognize 

Whitestone native hailed 
as heroic Mets outfi elder

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Queens led a citywide in-

crease in foreclosures during 
the second quarter of the year, 
and while the current numbers 
are down dramatically since the 
state implemented stricter filing 
rules in 2010, thousands of cases 
have languished since then in the 
so-called “shadow docket,” mak-
ing it difficult for homeowners to 
save their mortgages, according 
to recent reports.

The 106 residential fore-
closure auctions scheduled in 
Queens from April through June 
— the largest concentration of 
which was found in southeast 
Queens — accounted for 42 per-
cent of the city’s total foreclo-
sures, and represented a 31-per-
cent increase for the borough over 
the first quarter, according to the 
independent real-estate website 
propertyshark.com. 

The numbers in the borough 
are down 73 percent from the 
height of the foreclosure crisis 
in the third quarter of 2010, due 
for the most part to stricter rules 

Continued on Page 16
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SE Queens leads 
city with 42 %
of foreclosures

BY REBECCA HENELY

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
and city Department of Trans-
portation Commissioner Janette 

Sadik-Khan announced on a 
visit to Corona Tuesday that a 
0.26-square-mile section of Co-
rona would be one of 13 new Slow 
Zones being created throughout 

the city.
In a Slow Zone, first imple-

mented in the Bronx neighbor-
hood of Claremont, motorists 
are required by law to drive at 20 

mph or less. The citywide speed 
limit is 30 mph. Slow Zones are 
distinguished by blue signs at the 
entrances to the zones and mul-
tiple speed limit signs and speed 
bumps.

“Slow Zones send a strong 
message to drivers that our neigh-
borhoods are not shortcuts,” 
Sadik-Khan said.

The boundaries of Corona’s 
Slow Zone will be 34th Avenue to 
Junction Boulevard to Roosevelt 
Avenue to 108th Street. The zone, 
which will also include 14 new 
speed bumps, will be completed 
this year now that it has received 
approval from Community Board 
3.

In this 0.26-square-mile sec-
tion, which has two schools and 
10 preschools, an average of 33 in-
juries a year due to car accidents 
have been recorded, the mayor’s 
office said.

“We have many children, 
many young children,” said Bor-
ough President Helen Marshall. 
“This area is very, very danger-
ous.”

The Corona Slow Zone is 
one of 13 neighborhoods with sec-
tors that have been preliminar-

New 20 mph zones set for boro
Mayor targets four areas to deter lead-footed drivers from taking shortcuts
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FDA APPROVED TREATMENT  
PROVEN TO RELIEVE KNEE PAIN

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

           NY Rehab Surgery
Cost

Risk

Pain

Recovery

w w w . n y r e h a b . c o m

718-956-6565
  

Call today to schedule your Knee Evaluation.

(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

After treating hundreds of 
patients, the doctors have a great 
understanding of each condition 
and they know what protocols to 
include for successful treatment. 

NY Rehab has an 86% 
success rate in treating 
Osteoarthritis of the knee.

KNOWLEDGE & EXPERIENCE

“I could not run or play with my grandkids. My knees hurt 
all the time and I could not bend my knees or get down or 
up off the floor. I can now run, walk, kneel, and play with 
my grandkids and I am mostly pain free.”  
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BY JOE ANUTA

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and city Schools 
Chancellor Dennis Walcott 
paid a visit to the Queens 
Botanical Garden last 
Thursday to kick off New 
York’s Summer Youth Em-
ployment Program.

“Sometimes summer 
jobs can really start you on 
a career path,” the mayor 
said. “That was true for 
me.”

After a summer job 
at an electronics shop, 
Bloomberg went on to study 
engineering at Johns Hop-
kins University, although 
the youngsters who will be 
working in Queens will be 
much closer to nature. 

About 35 young men 
and women, out of about 
30,000 total participants 
citywide in the program, 
will be working as greet-
ers, horticulture aides and 
aides to the Children’s Gar-
den at Flushing’s foliage 
oasis. Others around the 

city will try their hand at 
all manner of toiling, with 
some even making a little 
extra spending money.

The program received 
about $40 million in fund-
ing, with about half of it 
coming from city coffers. 
About $13 million came 
from the state and half of 
that from the federal gov-
ernment. 

Many private entities 
were also involved in pro-
moting and funding the 
program, including the 
Wal-Mart Foundation.

The discount retail gi-
ant has been trying to get 
a toehold in New York City 
for several years, where it 
has met vehement resis-
tance from local leaders 
and civic groups opposed to 
the big box store setting up 
shop in the five boroughs 
— although nothing could 
legally stop it from opening 
a location that meets all of 
the zoning and land-use re-
quirements.

“Anyone who wants 
to be a good corporate 

citizen, we welcome that,” 
Bloomberg said.

Walcott also discussed 
two new initiatives from 
the city Department of 
Education that will seek 
to prevent what he termed 
“summer learning loss” 
in certain communities 
throughout the city.

“The research is clear 
that summer learning loss 
disproportionately impacts 
our most vulnerable low-
income students, which 
is why it is so important 
that we continue to sup-
port our city’s summer jobs 
programs and pilot new 
initiatives,” said Walcott, 
who was a participant in 
the city’s summer jobs pro-
gram in the 1960s.

Summer employment 
is linked to better perfor-
mance in the classroom, 
better test scores, higher 
graduation rates and larger 
salaries, according to the 
mayor’s office, which is 
why the many programs 
announced at the garden 
are an asset to the city’s fu-

ture workforce.
At one point, the mayor 

alluded to a speech he gave 
at a hot dog eating contest 
the week before in Brook-
lyn, when the frequency 
of frankfurter puns in his 
prepared dialogue prompt-
ed him to stop and question 
who wrote it, dropping a 
four-letter word.

“They’ll be spending 
the next seven weeks guid-
ing visitors, working in 
gardens and greenhouses 
and helping their own bud-
ding careers take root and 
begin to grow,” he said, 
adding, “Pun, pun.”

The 30,000 young-
sters who are selected are 
culled from thousands 
more, which means getting 
selected all the more excit-
ing, according to Sharnell 
Creary, a recent Hillcrest 
High School graduate who 
was a prior participant in 
the program.

“I thought my applica-
tion would be just one of the 
many,” she said. “Thank 
God it wasn’t.”

BY JOE ANUTA

The driver who 
crashed a tour bus shut-
tling gamblers from a Con-
necticut casino to Flushing 
last week may be in trouble 
with the feds for not being 
able to speak English, ac-
cording to state police. 

Shortly after 6 a.m. 
July 4, the driver of a bus 
belonging to Star Tag Inc. 
sideswiped the left bar-
rier of Interstate 95 near 
New Rochelle, according to 
State Trooper Robert Sand-
ers, a commercial vehicle 
enforcement officer based 
in the area.

The driver over-cor-
rected his mistake and 
then sent the bus reeling 
into the right-side bar-
rier, Sanders said. The bus 
eventually ran up a slight 
embankment, where the 
driver leapt out of the vehi-
cle, leaving the roughly 40 
passengers inside, accord-
ing to police.

“He didn’t even both-
er to put on the parking 
brake,” Sanders said.

The bus rolled back-
ward and lodged itself 
onto the barrier, and when 
state troopers arrived. they 
found the driver outside 
of the bus and not able to 
understand English, while 
more than 20 passengers 
were injured and taken to 
various hospitals. 

Because the man could 
not communicate with offi-
cers, he may have violated 
a federal law, which states 
that anyone with a com-
mercial driver’s license 
needs to be able to com-
prehend highway signs 
written in English and any 
instructions given by a law 
enforcement official.

But compounding this, 
according to Sanders, is the 
fact that New York offers its 
commercial driver’s license 
test in multiple languages.

“There may be a con-
tradiction between federal 
law and New York state’s 
policy of giving tests,” he 
said.

The U.S. and state De-
partments of Transporta-

tion are investigating the 
cause of the crash along 
with state law enforcement, 
and the driver’s activities 
prior to hopping behind the 
wheel are being analyzed 
as well.

The bus was ending a 
journey from Foxwoods Re-
sort Casino in Connecticut. 
A spokeswoman from the 
casino said it has not cut 
business ties with Star Tag  
and that it would not make 

any decisions until the in-
vestigation is complete. 

The accident added 
another blemish on the in-
creasingly scrutinized in-
dustry of tour buses.

This particular bus 
company, based in the 
largely Chinese enclave of 
Sunset Park in Brooklyn, 
has four violations on file 
with the federal DOT for 
speeding and following too 
closely, although none for 
fatigued drivers.

That was the cause of 
a gruesome bus accident 
in March last year, when a 
tour bus belonging to World 
Wide Tours bound for Man-
hattan overturned on In-
terstate 95 in the Bronx and 
was ripped apart by a light 
pole. 

Fourteen people were 
killed and 19 were injured, 
and in the aftermath Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo vowed a 
crackdown on the industry, 
shutting down eight carri-
ers in the state.

About a month and a 
half ago, federal officials, 
citing safety concerns, shut-
tered 26 bus companies that 
haul passengers for bottom 
barrel prices from Manhat-
tan’s Chinatown to cities 
all over the East Coast.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (second r.) greets the Queens Botanical Garden’s mascot Flora during a visit to announce New York’s Summer 
Youth Employment Program. Photo by Yinghao Luo

Bloomy touts summer jobs
Mayor kicks off city program at Queens Botanical Garden in Flushing

Flushing-bound bus
crashes on highway

He didn’t even 
bother to put on 

the parking brake.
Robert Sanders

State Trooper
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Queens Animal Health
347-506-0450

183-04 Horace Harding Expy
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365

Pet Care with 

Love to Spare.

Grand Opening
Take advantage of the best of healing in both 
Western and Eastern medicine for your pets.

$30 OFF 
your pet’s fi rst 

veterinary visit

Expires: June 16, 2012

Grand Opening

Special

BY STEVE MOSCO

Residents in Rockaway 
have one of the city’s safest 
hospitals at their disposal, 
but the only snag is it closed 
in April.

Consumer Reports 
magazine released its na-
tionwide ratings of hospital 
safety last week and Penin-
sula Hospital in Edgemere 
finished second in the city 
behind NYU-Langone Med-
ical Center in Manhattan.

Hospitals were rated 
on a 1-to-100 scale and Pen-
insula scored a 52 — good 
for second safest in the 
city. The shuttered hospital 
fared better than some of 
the most respected hospi-
tals in the city, including 
Mount Sinai, Beth Israel 
and New York-Presbyteri-
an.

Peninsula filed for 
bankruptcy protection last 
year when it was faced with 
$13 million in debt. Since 
state Department of Health 
officials closed Peninsula 
Hospital Center in April, 
St. John’s Episcopal Hospi-
tal in Far Rockaway is ex-
periencing a 35 percent in-
crease in emergency room 

visits and inpatient volume 
has climbed 11 percent, ac-
cording to a St. John’s rep-
resentative.

St. John’s scored a 34, 
far below the facility it re-
placed as the go-to hospital 
for Rockaway residents.

Prior to filing for 
bankruptcy and shutting 
its doors, the Department 
of Health in March ordered 
Peninsula to stop admit-
ting patients and cancel all 
surgeries after inspectors 
observed poor conditions 
in the hospital’s laboratory.

The magazine used six 
criteria in its ratings: in-
fections, communications, 
readmissions, radiation ex-
posure, complications and 
death rates.

“The best hospitals 
didn’t do as well as I think 
they could. And they know 
that,” said Dr. John Santa, 
director of Consumer Re-
ports’ Health Ratings Cen-
ter. “The best hospitals 
know we’ve got to do better. 
The problem is not by any 
means are all hospitals ac-
knowledging that in mak-
ing this a high priority.”

Harlem and Kings 
County hospitals were the 

lowest rated in the city and 
among the worst places for 
treatment in the country. 
Harlem Hospital in Man-
hattan got a score of 20, 
the second-worst in the na-
tion, while Kings County 
in Brooklyn scored 22, the 
fourth-worst.

“Public hospitals in 
New York have a lot of work 
to do around these issues,” 
said Santa.

Hospital ratings in 
Queens include Jamaica 
Hospital Medical Center 
with 42, New York Hospital 
Queens in Flushing with 
41, Queens Hospital Cen-
ter in Jamaica with 38 and 
Flushing Hospital Medical 
center with 36. Forest Hills 
Hospital was the lowest rat-
ed care center in Queens, 
scoring 32.

No hospital in the 
country rated a perfect 100 
— the closest being Billings 
Clinic in Billings, Mont., 
which scored a 72.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546. 

Though it closed in April, Peninsula Hospital ranks high among city facilities in safety.

Peninsula Hospital top 
on list of safest in boro
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Hardly any of the trees 

chopped down around the 
College Point Police Acad-
emy in late March were 
dead, contradicting what a 
city Parks Department rep-
resentative told the com-
munity. They were instead 
removed at the request of 
the lead contractor for the 
$1 billion project, accord-
ing to city documents.

The Parks Department 
signed off on 82 tree remov-
als along College Point Bou-
levard, 28th Avenue and 
Ulmer Street, which were 
carried out to the horror of 
neighborhood residents.

At an April meeting 
between Community Board 
7 and several city agencies, 
representatives from Parks 
and the NYPD said the 
trees had to be removed be-
cause they were dead.

“Right before they 
were removed, I had two of 
my foresters go out there 

with a representative and 
they inspected every tree 
and removed all of the dead 
trees,” Shawn Maerz, dep-
uty director of the Queens 
Forestry Division, told the 
meeting. He went on to de-
tail the harsh conditions 
that make life hard for oth-
er batches of trees that had 
been planted in the area.

But documents ob-
tained by TimesLedger 
Newspapers through a 
Freedom of Information 
request show that the trees 
were inspected Feb. 27, 
about a month before they 
were cut down and that 
only eight were classified 
as dead. Nearly all were 
classified as being in poor 
condition. Two of the trees 
were even classified as fair 
and one as good.

A Parks department 
spokesman said Maerz mis-
spoke at the meeting and 
had never held the position 
that the trees were dead.

But the trees were go-

ing to be removed no mat-
ter what condition they 
were in, according to docu-
ments obtained from Parks, 
which shows the College 
Point construction project 
will involve tearing up the 
entire sidewalk and replac-
ing it.

In fact, Maerz had 
signed a letter addressed 
to a contractor on the acad-
emy project two months be-
fore the community board 
meeting that indicated the 
removals were entirely to 
accommodate construc-
tion.

“A borough forester 
inspected the above-men-
tioned location for the pur-
pose of addressing your 
trees removal request,” 
Maerz said in the letter. 
“Due to an unavoidable 
conflict between the trees 
at the above-listed location 
and your construction proj-
ect, Queens Forestry will 
issue the necessary tree re-
moval permit.”

The letter was ad-
dressed to Matthew Nolty, 
the STV Construction 
project manager. Nolty 
was also at the community 
board meeting where Mae-
rz spoke.

The NYPD and the city 
Department of Design and 
Construction were respon-
sible for orchestrating the 
removals and hiring an 
arborist, while Parks only 
provided an additional 
arborist to sign off on the 
removals and comply with 
the law, according to the 
department.

Doris Scheer, a 50-year 
resident of the neighbor-
hood, witnessed the mass 
felling March 29.

“I came onto 28th Av-
enue and there was a pile 
of limbs,” she said. “They 
were young trees. They 
were in bloom.”

Following initial re-
ports of the surprise prun-
ing, a spokesman from 
Parks said some of the trees 
were diseased and needed 
to be removed. But in con-
trast to Maerz’s later state-
ment, the spokesman also 
said many of the trees were 
being hacked down to make 
way for the development.

As part of the removal 
request, the NYPD and 
STV Construction are re-
quired to plant three trees 
in College Point for every 
one removed, which comes 
out to 246.

Parks stated the NYPD 
will plant 132 of those trees 
along the street.

Support structures still stand around a series of stumps along 
28th Avenue in April, where crews felled dozens of trees to make 
way for the College Point Police Academy. Photo by Christina Santucci

Police Academy cut down living College Pt. trees
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BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) 
used the more than  than 
$680,000 he was allotted in 
discretionary funding this 
year to assist a variety of 
charitable organizations in 
his district, but he said he 
thought he would have had 
more if not for an old feud 
over the renaming of the 
Ed Koch-Queensborough 
Bridge.

“It is another 15 per-
cent cut on top of a 46 per-
cent cut last year,” Vallone 
said, referring to the mon-
ey allotted to him this year 
compared to years past. Dis-
cretionary funding is doled 
out through a committee of 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) and 
24 of her appointees. 

The councilman had 
been one of the first to ar-
gue against adding the 
name of the 105th mayor 
of New York City to the 
Queensborough Bridge, 
which was approved by the 
Council in March 2011. The 
same year that this hap-
pened, Vallone’s funds to 
be distributed to nonprofits 
plummeted from about $1.4 
million in fiscal year 2011 to 
about $840,000 in FY 2012. 
Vallone was allowed to dis-
tribute $683,321 in grants 
by himself, although some 
of his funds were wrapped 
up in grants that he funded 
with other Council mem-
bers. 

Quinn, a strong advo-
cate for the bridge’s renam-
ing, said the reduction had 
nothing to do with Vallone’s 
position on the bridge but 
came from a need to spread 

the money around to other 
parts of the city.

“If you believe that ex-
planation, I have another 
bridge for you to rename,” 
Vallone said.

The councilman still 
received the third largest 
amount of any borough 
member, and one of his 
biggest recipients was the 
Variety Boys & Girls Club 
of Queens Inc., which re-
ceived two grants, one for 
$90,000 and one for $50,000. 
The grants will be used to 
offer multiple academic, 
computer lab and arts pro-
grams.

“My family has always 
been a huge supporter of 
the Boys & Girls Club,” Val-
lone said. “One of the peo-
ple who founded it was my 
grandfather in 1932.”

Vallone’s second major 
recipient was the Central 

Astoria Local Development 
Coalition. The business 
group received $74,500 in 
multiple grants that will 
pay for small things, like 
helping seniors fill out im-
portant applications for 
heat and rent assistance 
to marketing for Astoria 
businesses to funding the 
annual Independence Day 
fireworks and Waterfront 
Concert Series along the 
East River.

The third major recipi-
ent was the Hellenic Ameri-
can Neighborhood Action 
Committee Inc., which got 
$53,750 in multiple grants. 
The grants will help pay 
the costs of running the 
organization’s senior cen-
ter, provide activities and 
pay for trips for seniors and 
fund some after-school and 
tutoring programs for chil-
dren.

BY REBECCA HENELY

In an effort to make 
the roads near PS 17 safer 
for its young students, the 
city has proposed turning 
the intersection at 30th 
and Newtown avenues near 
33rd Street in Astoria into 
a pedestrian plaza, but City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) disagrees.

“Closing that street 
will take seven or eight 
parking spaces and in-
crease congestion,” Vallone 
said.

The city Department 
of Transportation present-
ed two potential plans to 
Community Board 1 last 
month aimed at making the 
crosswalk safer. The inter-
section — which is close 
to PS 17, at 28-37 29th St. in 
Astoria — was the site of 49 
crashes between 2006 and 
2010. The nearby intersec-
tion at 31st Street and 30th 
Avenue has seen 53 in that 
same time period.

DOT’s two options for 
the site include building 
curb extensions on both 
sides of Newtown Avenue 
near 30th Avenue or in-
stalling a 4,700-square-foot 
plaza there.

The curb extension 
plan would cost about 
$400,000 and would be com-
plete in spring 2013. The 
plan would ensure that 
nine parking spaces would 
remain on the block.

The plaza plan would 
cost significantly less at 
about $75,000 and could be 

completed within months, 
bringing needed open space 
to the community.

But it would get rid of 
multiple parking spaces in 
the busy shopping corridor 
and would necessitate turn-
ing Newtown Avenue into a 
two-way street between the 
plaza and 32nd Street.

Access to the hydrant 
would still be open for the 
FDNY to use in an emer-
gency.

The DOT is collecting 
feedback on the plan and 
expects to present a refined 
proposal to CB 1 in Septem-
ber.

Vallone said the major-
ity of those who have con-
tacted him about closing 
part of the street to create 
a plaza are opposed to it, 
and every business owner 
he has spoken to is also 
against the plan.

“Nobody knows their 
business better than they 
do,” he said.

The councilman said 
he would support the in-
stallation of a smaller plaza 
with a flagpole.

“I’m always a little 
wary when DOT wants to 
close streets,” Vallone said.

The department has 
set up a Facebook page on 
the plans at facebook.com/
NewtownAve. While there 
are many detractors on the 
page, others are more sup-
portive, with some creating 
petitions and a pro-plaza 
page called Friends of New-
town Plaza, which has 33 
likes.

Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. believes he would have been allocated more discretionary funds if he had been supportive of the name 
change for the Ed Koch-Queensborough Bridge.

Vallone’s funds cut by 15%
Councilman blames drop in discretionary cash on Koch Bridge fl ap

DOT mulling plaza 
for Newtown Ave.
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PROVIDING ALL OF YOUR MEDICAL

NEEDS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDICAID,
MEDICAID HMO’S & PRIVATE INSURANCES

TEL:  FAX:

ALERNO
URGICAL
UPPLIES INC.

CARDS

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Looking back on his 

earlier years, 17-year-old 
Waverly Nall said living 
with his single mother in 
Brooklyn forced him to 
grow up quickly, and he 
would skip school, smoke 
marijuana and get into 
fights regularly.

“I was more knowl-
edgeable than I should have 
been,” he said.

His mother moved him 
to southeast Queens, but 
things did not get better. 
One day he got suspended 
from Martin Van Buren 
High School and on the way 
home he got into a fight that 
left him with an assault 
charge.

Nall could have ended 
up as many youths do, shut-
tled through the criminal 
justice system and left with 
a record that could have 
hampered him the rest of 
his life.

Luckily for Nall, the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office decided he deserved 
a fresh start, allowing him 
to enroll in Terryl De Men-
donca’s Misunderstood 
Youth Development Center. 

De Mendonca started 
the program several years 
ago when her own son, now 
17 and a high school gradu-
ate, started acting out after 
his parents broke up.

“His behavior was go-
ing downhill, and downhill 
fast,” she said.

De Mendonca, who 
worked as an office manag-
er, said she had to become 
her son’s own counselor, 
and soon she was talking 
to troubled youngsters all 
throughout her neighbor-
hood trying to help them 
avoid the wrong path or get 
back on the right one.

In 2005, she incorpo-
rated the center as a non-
profit helping youngsters 
resolve their conflicts, do 
better in school and get 
some of the basic tools they 
will need — like an ID — to 
become successful adults. 
De Mendonca said her pro-
gram goes above and be-
yond basic social services 
to form relationships with 
the young men, their par-
ents and schools to provide 
a full range of support.

The center also formed 
a partnership with the 
DA’s office on the Fresh 
Start Program, which al-

lows youths ages 14-19 to 
expunge their criminal re-
cords after completing the 
12-month program.

De Mendonca said the 
center has already graduat-
ed 10 young men, and Nall, 
who recently received his 
GED and is applying to col-
leges to study biomechani-
cal engineering, hopes to 
finish the Fresh Start Pro-
gram March 8.

“It’s my mom’s birth-
day,” he explained. “My gift 
was signing up for the pro-
gram and the next gift is me 
graduating the program.”

The Misunderstood 
Youth Development Center, 
housed in the lower level 
of Queens Borough Hall, 
has been a labor of love for 
De Mendonca, one that has 
not been without its costs. 
To finance the center, she 
took out a second mortgage 
on the St. Albans home she 
bought in 2001. 

Terryl De Mendonca (l.) speaks with Waverly Nall about his goals 
while enrolled at the Misunderstood Youth Development Center. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Nonprofi t helps youth
clear criminal records
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

The mural that greets 
Long Island Rail Road pas-
sengers as they enter the 
St. Albans station has seen 
better days, and neighbors 
are trying to return it to its 
former glory.

Painted on the south 
side of Linden Boulevard 
in 1982, the mural depicts 
the neighborhood and its 
residents throughout the 
years, such as the arrival 
of the railroad in 1888, the 
Presbyterian Church built 
in 1907 and the establish-
ment of the VA Hospital — 
then known as the Naval 
Hospital — in 1951.

Curiously, there is an 
image of the Concorde, the 
noisy supersonic jet many 
in southeast Queens may 
be more than happy to for-
get.

The date marking 
Everitt’s General Store 
on Farmers and Linden 
boulevards is obscured by 

damage to the surface that 
pockmarks the length of 
the wall.

There is another mu-
ral on the north side of Lin-
den showing the jazz greats 
who used to call St. Albans 
home. It was originally 
painted on the raw surface 
of the underpass, but in 
2003 it was redone on pan-
els affixed to the wall.

The mural on the south 
side is painted directly on 
the exterior of the LIRR un-
derpass, and after two sepa-
rate restorations — one in 
1988 and another in 2001 — 
it is ready for another.

Sharon Johnson, vice 
president of the St. Albans 
Civic Association, said part 
of the problem is that water 
runs down from the top of 
the wall, and she would like 
to see the LIRR address the 
water issue before restor-
ing the artwork.

An LIRR spokesman 
said that one point the rail-
road installed gutters in an 

attempt to divert the water 
seepage from the overhead 
bridge decks.

“More recently, an in-
spection by the Railroad’s 
Engineering Department 
determined that the only 
long term solution would be 
the complete waterproofing 
of the bridge decks, a proj-
ect that would cost an esti-
mated $700,000 to $900,000,” 
said LIRR spokesman Sal-
vatore Arena. “At this time, 
the MTA Capital Plan does 
not include such a project 
so the LIRR does not have 
the money to pay for that 
work.”

Johnson said that be-
fore the wall was painted, 
it was covered with graf-
fiti and the mural became a 
source of civic pride for the 
neighborhood’s residents.

“I think there’s so 
many things about St. Al-
bans, so much history,” 
she said. “The community 
is proud of all its residents 
and that was a creative way 

to highlight some of the 
more prominent figures in 
St. Albans.”

During the second 
restoration of 2001, mural-
ist Joe  Stephenson, whom 
Johnson said was from 
New Mexico, worked with 
children from PS 36 on 
Foch Boulevard to give it 
new life.

Marie Booker, a mem-
ber of the St. Albans Civic 
Improvement Association, 
which has co-sponsored the 
mural since its inception, 
said she would like to see it 
restored by a local artist.

“We have artists in our 
community. To get someone 
outside of the community is 
ludicrous, especially when 
we have them right here,” 
she said.

Both associations 
were in the process of rais-
ing funds and seeking vol-
unteers to help bring the 
mural back to what it once 
was.

The mural under the St. Albans Long Island Rail Road station is in need of a face-lift. Photo by Rich Bockmann

Jamaica resident Jermaine Gibson and his 8-month-old son Akil 
sit by the Astoria Pool. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Heat drives crowds 
to Astoria Pk. Pool

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Even though the 

scorching 100-degree heat 
that had characterized 
much of the past week had 
abated slightly, the Astoria 
Park Pool was full Friday 
afternoon.

Residents of the neigh-
borhood and beyond swam 
in the water, ran through 
the sprinklers, or lay sun-
bathing on a beach towel at 
not only the biggest pool in 
the city, but also one of the 
most historic.

“We’re having a good 
time,” said Astoria resident 
Corrie Yadon, 30, who was 
baby-sitting a 6-year-old 
girl at the pool Friday. “We 
came all the way in — she 
comes from the West Vil-
lage — all the way to the 
Astoria Pool because it’s 
the best pool in the city.”

Located in Astoria 
Park not far from 19th 
Street between 24th Avenue 
and 23rd Road, the pool was 
one of 11 built by legendary 
city planner and enthusias-
tic swimmer Robert Moses 
in the summer of 1936, the 
city Parks Department web-
site said. The pool, which is 
330 by 165 feet and between 
3 and 4 feet deep, was built 
to conform to the stan-
dards of the Olympic games 
and hosted the finals of 
the Olympic swim tryouts 
upon its grand opening 
in 1936 and  in 1964. It can 

hold up to 3,000 people and 
has served as the model for 
multiple pools across the 
world.

The pool sits in the 
shadow of the Robert F. 
K e n n e d y -T r i b o r o u g h 
Bridge, which was opened 
the same year in 1936.

Hundreds of residents 
flocked to the pool to beat 
the recent heat wave, which 
had at times  brought tem-
peratures of more than 100 
degrees. Jamaica resident 
Jermaine Gibson, 29, who 
arrived with his 8-month-
old son, Akil, said they try 
to come every Friday or 
Saturday.

“We’re from Belize, so 
we swim a lot,” Gibson said. 
“Swimming is big.”

An Olympic diving 
board and pool south of the 
main pool has been out of 
commission for years and 
is due to be converted into 
a performance space, but a 
play area with spray show-
ers sits adjacent to the pool’s 
north side and remains a 
popular attraction for chil-
dren and their parents.

“I like to run around 
and play,” said Edward 
Siguencia, a 7-year-old As-
toria resident.

Others were enjoy-
ing the food at the Astoria 
Pool’s snack bar, which 
sells burgers, chicken 
breasts, drinks, ice cream 
and more.

St. Albans mural neglected
Civic group pushes restoration of damaged artwork under LIRR

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Departing NYC/Queens 
Other BIG V Tours Include: 
Golf, Outlets, Casinos,   

Wineries/Breweries  

TTAGS (Trout Town Adventures Guide Services) - Will provide instruction and        
guidance for all activities.  TTAGS staff include Lifeguards, Licensed Guides and    

Registered Nurses, giving you that peace of mind while being miles away from home.    

Visit Sullivan County 
& The Catskill Mountains 
For An Amazing Day Trip! 

 

ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGE     

Only $160! 
Roundtrip Motorcoach  

From Queens/NYC 
 

MULTIPLE DATES AVAILABLE! 
 

 Includes: 
Hiking 

Kayaking 
Fishing 

Canoeing  
Plus...The beautiful scenery at Big Pond! 

 

3 Meals Included! 
The Famous Roscoe Diner! 

Breakfast & Picnic Style Lunch  
 

$10 “Roscoe Bucks” for dinner! 
Accepted at Roscoe Eateries & Shops 

 

Roscoe voted ”Ultimate Fishing Town 
USA” 2011—World Fishing Network  

 

ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED!  

Boro bosses fi ned in sexual harassment cases
BY PHIL CORSO

Two women workers won 
sexual harassment cases against 
their Queens employers Tuesday 
when the state Division of Human 
Rights recognized their claims, 
awarding them a combined total 
of nearly $200,000 in damages.

The harassment cases oc-
curred at a Team Taco Mexico 
restaurant, at 88-12 Roosevelt 
Ave. in Jackson Heights, and K & 
K Management Services, a clean-
ing and contracting company, 
at 42-34 Corporal Kennedy St. in 
Bayside.

“Every person is legally enti-
tled to a work environment free of 
harassment and discrimination,” 
said Alphonso David, the state 
deputy secretary for civil rights. 
“Sexual harassment will not be 
tolerated in our state and the ad-
ministration will use its powers 
to prosecute those who violate the 
law.”

In the Jackson Heights case, 
a waitress at Team Taco Mexico 
reported her boss, owner David 
Orduna, had inappropriately 

touched the worker, appeared at 
her home uninvited and offered 
to pay her rent in exchange for a 
sexual relationship, the Division 
of Human Rights said in a report.

After refusing Orduna’s ad-
vances, the abuse had turned to 
insults in the presence of custom-
ers and a weekly salary that was 
$250 less than  that of other wait-
resses, the report said.

In its decision, the division 
awarded the woman $50,000 in 
compensatory damages, $13,000 
of which as back wages for when 
she was paid less than co-work-
ers; $10,668.68 as back wages for 
when she was unemployed; and 
$23,700.06 as back wages for when 
she could not find a comparable 
salary while employed. Orduna 
was also ordered to pay $75,000 
as a civil fine and penalty for vio-
lating New York’s human rights 
law.

The abuse led to depression 
and anxiety after the victim said 
she was forced to resign from her 
position, the report said.

In the Bayside case, a woman 
working at K & K Management 

Services was subject to inappro-
priate behavior soon after being 
hired, the report said.

Owner Kwang Wun Kim al-
legedly harassed the female vic-
tim to the point of fondling and 
assault, the division said. He also 
attempted to persuade the victim 
to sleep with clients to generate 
business, the report said.

Though the woman resigned 
from her position, Kim continued 
to harass her by telephone, the re-
port said.

The victim was awarded 
$75,000 in compensatory damag-
es and $27,500 in back wages. Jim 
was also ordered to pay $25,000 in 
civil fines and penalties.

Both the victims’ employers 
will also have to pay civil fines 
and penalties and implement for-
mal anti-discrimination policies 
and reporting systems for work-
ers who believe they are being 
discriminated against, the Divi-
sion of Human Rights said.

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

A former female employee at this Team Taco Mexico restaurant in Jackson 
Heights will receive $50,000 in compensatory damages after the state Division 
of Human Rights said owner David Orduna sexually harassed her. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo

BY STEVE MOSCO

A brazen daytime 
heist at Resorts World Casi-
no netted a thief more than 
$60,000 and now a Queens 
lawmaker is pushing the 
casino to roll the dice on 
better security.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
spoke out about the June 
29 theft at the South Ozone 
Park casino, saying though 
it is a rare occurrence and 
the first robbery at the ca-
sino, he would like to see 
officials up the ante in po-
licing the facility.

“While I am thankful 
that nobody was injured 
during last week’s robbery 
and that such incidents 
normally don’t occur at 
Resorts World, I do have 
serious concerns regard-
ing the procedures that are 
in place which would allow 
an individual to take a bag 
of money from the cashier 

window, down to street 
level, out of the casino, 
across the parking lot and 
escape to the street,” said 
Addabbo.

According to police, 
the still unidentified ban-
dit walked into the casino 
around 4:30 p.m. and ap-
proached a cashier on the 
second floor. He passed a 
note demanding money, 
simulated a handgun in his 
waistband and then fled the 
scene with the loot.

Addabbo said hiring 
additional security detail 
would ensure the safety of 
patrons and provide jobs 
for the community.

“I am interested in 
the possible changes in the 
method of notifying the po-
lice in a timely manner and 
the practice of monitoring 
a situation in progress,” he 
said. “I will continue to ad-
vocate for the hiring of ad-
ditional security personnel 
on the premises of the casi-

no in an effort to create jobs 
and supplement the safety 
of the patrons there.”

A representative for 
Resorts World said officials 
are working closely with 
police to investigate the 
incident and they are cur-
rently reviewing security 
procedures.

“Our first priority is 
the safety of our guests 
and we are doing every-
thing possible to ensure 
it — including conducting 
a full review of security 
procedures to improve the 
safety and integrity of our 
facility and apprehend the 
perpetrator,” said Stefan 
Friedman, spokesman for 
the casino.

The gaming giant gen-
erated gross gaming reve-
nues of $57.5 million in May 
— outpacing second-place 
Mohegan Sun in Connecti-
cut at $55.4 million and put-
ting it in the lead among 
state gaming facilities. 

Addabbo wants more security 
after Resorts World robbery
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OPEN HOURS
MON~SATURDAY

10 ~ 7PM
SUNDAY 12 ~ 5PM

253-16 Northern Blvd Little Neck, NY 11363
WWW.BIFUSA.COM       718-225-3100

BY PHIL CORSO

Their tax abatement 
program may have expired, 
but city officials gathered 
in Bay Terrace last week to 
assure area co-op and condo 
owners that they will not be 
hit with any surprises.

The state Legislature 
failed to extend the current 
J-51 program, which offi-
cially ended June 30, but an 
agreement should protect 
homeowners until lawmak-
ers reconvene later this 
year to pass a new plan.

“Co-op owners should 
be encouraged that relief is 
right around the corner and 
reports that they will see a 
spike in their maintenance 
costs are false,” said state 
Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein (D-Bayside). “Moving 
forward, we will continue 
to advance measures that 
ease the cost burden on 
middle-class co-op owners 
in northeast Queens.”

The J-51 program pro-
vides co-op and condo own-
ers with millions of dollars 
in tax abatements to help 
maintain and upgrade their 
properties.

Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver (D-Man-
hattan) said the Assembly, 
state Senate and Gov. An-
drew Cuomo agreed upon 
what he called landmark 
legislation, which aims to 
cut taxes for most co-op 
and condo owners who pay 
a disproportionate share of 
the city’s property tax bur-
den. Silver said the agree-
ment will be signed into 
law later this year.

“In the short term, the 
city has issued tax bills 
for the current fiscal year 
based on the current tax 
abatement rates,” Silver 
said. “When the legisla-
tion is signed into law as 
promised by the governor, 
we anticipate that the new 
lower rates will be effective 
retroactive to July 1.”

The plan, which 
Braunstein proposed, in-
cludes a jump in tax abate-

ment from 17.5 percent to 25 
percent this year and more 
than 28 percent in three 
years, the assemblyman 
said, which would reduce 
overall maintenance costs 
for homeowners.

Community lead-
ers joined with Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside) and As-
semblyman David Weprin 
(D-Little Neck) last week 
in Bay Terrace to still rally 
for the immediate renewal 
of the expired tax abate-
ment.

“Co-op and condo own-
ers should have the same 
property tax breaks as 
one-, two- and three-family 
homeowners,” Avella said. 
“Instead, co-op and condo 
owners pay much more in 
property taxes and the loss 
of this abatement only goes 
to further this inequity.”

Warren Schreiber, 
president of the Bay Ter-
race Community Alliance, 
said residents would pay 
up to $1,200 more a year in 
maintenance costs without 
the decades-old tax abate-
ment.

Bob Friedrich, presi-
dent of Glen Oaks Village, 
described the program as 
a partnership with the city 
that helps keep homeown-
ers financially afloat.

“Co-ops and condos are 
really the last bastion of af-

fordable housing in the city 
of New York,” Friedrich 
said. “The program is es-
sential. I am optimistic, but 
actions speak louder than 
words.”

The city Finance De-
partment said taxes were 
expected to jump 7.5 per-
cent for co-op owners and 
9.6 percent for condo own-
ers in the city despite sin-
gle-family homes seeing a 
smaller increase of 2.8 per-
cent. Two city comptroller 
audits found in April that 
Finance had drastically 
increased co-op and condo 
property values without 
warning, while homeown-
ers saw the assessed values 
of their properties raised 
by as much as 147 percent 
last year.

Friedrich said he 
hoped legislators would 
implement a proposed 8/30 
valuation cap, which would 
limit annual property tax 
increases to 8 percent or 
30 percent over five years. 
He said unless a cap is pro-
posed, tax increases will 
continue to pile on excess 
costs for co-op and condo 
owners.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Community leaders, including state Sen. Tony Avella (third from l.) 
and state Assemblyman David Weprin (fourth from l..), rally to pre-
serve tax abatements for city co-op and condo owners. 

Photo by Phil Corso

Queens lawmakers vow
to keep co-op tax relief
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A non surgical treatment for counteracting 
the effects of time & gravity on your skin 

in as little as 30-60 minutes.

AN UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE 

Noninvasive Uplifting 
Ultrasound Procedure

Irene Schulman, M.D.

35-20 90th St. (Bet. 35th & 37th Ave.)
www.ireneschulmanmdpc.com

Post-Treatment: 120 Days
(2nd Treatment)

Pre-Treatment Post-Treatment: 120 DaysPre-Treatment
*All Technologists are Licensed & Insured. Performed Under the 

Supervision of a Licensed & Board Certifi ed Physician.

718.267.0510Free Evaluation Consultation Seminar 

The driver’s side door of the Jeep is riddled with bullet holes. 
Photo by Christina Santucci 

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The gruesome triple 

homicide that occurred in 
Springfield Gardens Satur-
day morning is being used 
to boost arguments for and 
against a borough-wide gun 
buyback program and the 
NYPD’s controversial stop-
and-frisk policy, although 
nearly everyone agrees 
the assault rifle attack is a 
grim reminder of the city’s 
dark past.

Three men were killed 
in a hail of gunfire across 
the street from Springfield 
Gardens High School just 
after 5 a.m., police said.

When officers arrived, 
they found two men dead 
in the front seats of a Jeep 
Cherokee peppered with 
bullet holes, according to 
the NYPD. Another man, 
also pronounced dead at the 
scene, was lying on 144th 
Avenue near the vehicle, 
which was double-parked 
across the street from the 
school.

City Councilman 
James Sanders Jr. (D-
Laurelton) returned to the 
scene of the crime Tuesday 
morning to call on Queens 
District Attorney Richard 
Brown to institute a gun 
buyback program in the 
borough, which according 
to the lawmaker is the only 
county in the city without 
one.

“Every DA in New 
York City has a gun buy-
back program except ours,” 
Sanders said. “We all have 
a blind spot and, sadly, this 
is his.”

Anticipating complica-
tions with the DA’s budget, 
Sanders said Brown’s office 
receives hundreds of thou-
sands to millions of dollars 
each year from running 
joint investigations with 
the federal government in 
the borough’s two airports, 
and that money could be 
used for the program.

But Brown countered 
that his office uses a vari-
ety of techniques to reduce 

gun violence in Queens and 
is open to hosting another 
gun buyback when the time 
is right.

 “Getting guns off the 
street and reducing crime 
has always been, and re-
mains, a top priority of my 
office. Gun buyback pro-
grams are just one of many 
strategies that we utilize to 
keep guns off of the street,” 
he said in a statement. “We 
have used gun buybacks 

in the past and we will use 
them again when we deem 
them appropriate. We are 
in constant dialogue with 
the NYPD about where and 
when to have one. I would 
remind individuals that 
they can currently turn in 
guns at their local police 
precinct and receive $100 – 
no questions asked.

Sanders said the buy-
back, along with a reinsti-
tuted federal assault rifle 

ban would help to rid the 
streets of crime. In addi-
tion, he called for a toned-
down version of the NYPD’s 
stop-and-frisk policy.

But Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) con-
tended the triple shooting 
was clear proof the NYPD’s 
controversial program 
needed to be defended.

“Three things would 
have happened if a police 
officer would have noticed 
the large AK-47 bulge and 
stop-and-frisked the per-
son carrying the gun,” he 
said. “One, an elected of-
ficial would claim the cop 
was racist. Two, a clueless 
judge would have said that 
the bulge wasn’t suspicious 
and dismissed the case. 
But three, lives would have 
been saved.”

Vallone was referring 
to recent cases in State Ap-
pellate Court where a judge 
threw out a gun possession 
case based on stop-and-frisk 
because the search violated 
the defendant’s rights.

He believes the de-
partment’s need to engage 
in pro-active policing is 
paramount and saves lives 
by getting guns off  the 
streets.

Neighbors who saw 
the murder scene described 
a bloodbath, with expended 
shell casings scattered on 
144th Avenue.

“It looked like a piggy 
bank busted open,” said 
one bystander.

The deadly shooting 
was part of a citywide spike 
in crime that Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg has attrib-
uted to a yearly phenom-
enon occurring around the 
July 4 holiday.

To Sanders, the as-
sault-rifle attack was remi-
niscent of a New York few 
remember fondly.

“It harkens back to the 
terrible days of 1990s New 
York ... where drug gangs 
were using these types of 
weapons,” he said.

SE Qns. massacre spurs calls for gun buybacks
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GET LOAN

Trans-Am Credit Solutions
Have A Job?

Outstanding Bills?

GET LOAN
No Application Fee

❑ Personal Loans
❑ Business Loans

❑ Credit Cards Debt Loans
❑ Home Improvements Loans

❑ Auto
❑ Bad Credit Loans

Call Today: 1-800-689-3510

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Community leaders throughout Bayside are weighing in on the rumor that the local post office will 
close its doors on Bell Boulevard. Photo by Phil Corso

BY PHIL CORSO
 
The U.S. Postal Service 

broke its silence Monday 
after unconfirmed reports 
circulated that Bayside’s 
post officewould be closed 
and moved to another loca-
tion a few blocks away.

A USPS spokeswoman 
blamed the rumors on a 
“misunderstanding” even 
though U.S. Rep. Gary 
Ackerman (D-Bayside) had 
released details of a plan 
Friday to shutter the post 
office near the Bayside 
Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion.

In a statement, the 
spokeswoman said the Bay-
side post office is part of a 
review of the USPS system 
around the country.

“We are continuously 
observing postal facilities. 
It’s a healthy review of our 
resources that will best in-
corporate them into long-
term plans for effective and 
efficient retail service,” the 

statement said. “It is pru-
dent for us to look for ways 
to improve efficiency by 
making better use of space, 
staffing and operating pro-
cesses. A lot of things are 
on the chalkboard.”

According to Acker-
man, the plan calls for 
abandoning the post office, 
at 212-35 42nd Ave. and mov-
ing all operations to the an-
nex building by Lawrence 
Cemetery, at 41-29 216 St.

“If this is what they are 
considering, and we have 
received no official com-
munication to so indicate 
as much, then this clearly 
would be a consolidation 
of facilities and requires 
public notice, consultation 
and input,” Ackerman said. 
“That has not happened. 
We must insist that proper 
procedure is followed.”

The Postal Service had 
no comment on the growing 
rumors until late Monday.

The congressman crit-
icized the Postal Service, 

adding that a potential in-
crease in traffic and lack 
of parking near the new 
location could be a negative 
consequence for the sur-
rounding community.

“Moving the Bayside 
branch from its prime spot 
in the middle of the area’s 
busy commercial strip to 

a remote and inconvenient 
location makes absolutely 
no sense,” Ackerman said. 
“Not only would this plan 
adversely impact the local 
residents and businesses 
who use this facility, but it 
could likely cause a further 
erosion in postal business 
since its customers may not 

trek to this out-of-the-way 
location.”

City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
said closing the Bayside 
post office would be a huge 
blow to northeast Queens 
because of its location in 
one of the area’s busiest 
commercial strips.

“To make matters 
worse, the government has 
been less than transparent 
about this process. I didn’t 
even hear about the closure 
until a few days ago,” Hal-
loran said. “To my knowl-
edge, it wasn’t on any list of 
potential closings. The resi-
dents and business owners 
of Bayside deserve to have 
their voices heard before 
any action is taken.”

Retired Bayside busi-
nessman Jack Oshier and 
East Bayside Homeown-
ers Association President 
Frank Skala have been part 
of a community resistance 
effort to keep the post office 
from closing. Oshier specu-
lated the post office, whose 
lease expires July 31, 2014, 
may be choosing to relocate 
to the annex for lower rent 
costs. But the biggest prob-
lem with the potential new 
location, Oshier said, was 
its accessibility to Bayside 
residents.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The Marine Parkway-

Gil Hodges Memorial 
Bridge, which helped turn 
an isolated area into a key 
recreational destination 
in the city and sparked the 
growth of the Rockaways, 
is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary.

Connecting the bor-
ough of Brooklyn from 
the southern end of Flat-
bush Avenue to Jacob Riis 
Park in Queens, the bridge 
opened to traffic July 3, 
1937. It was the linchpin in 
a plan to turn Jamaica Bay 
and the Rockaway peninsu-
la into the city’s newest rec-
reational and residential 
community and to connect 
the area to the new Belt 
Parkway roadway system.

The span’s diamond 
jubilee is being celebrated 
with the opening of an 
exhibit of historic pho-
tographs from the MTA 

Bridges and Tunnels’ spe-
cial archive collection 
at the Queens Public Li-
brary’s Rockaway branch, 
at 116-15 Rockaway Beach 
Blvd. The exhibit will be 
on view weekdays at the 
library and on weekends 
at the Rockaway Artists 
Alliance at the Rockaway 
Center for the Arts in Fort 
Tilden throughout July.

“For 75 years this 
bridge has brought people 
to new homes, helped them 
commute to work, deliver 
goods, grow their small 
businesses and allowed 
millions to experience the 
joy of cool ocean breezes, 
but most of all it has helped 
expand and strengthen the 
communities it continues 
to serve,” said MTA Chair-
man and Chief Executive 
Joseph Lhota.

At 3,840 feet from end 
to end, the Marine Park-
way Bridge was the longest 
vertical lift span for ve-

hicular traffic in the world 
when built and remains the 
longest in North America 
today.

The center lift span, 
which rises to 145 feet above 
water when lifted, is raised 
more than 100 times a year 
to accommodate marine 
traffic traveling between 
Jamaica Bay and the Atlan-
tic Ocean, including both 
the Space Shuttle Enter-
prise this year and the Brit-
ish Airways Concorde in 
2008, which were floated on 
barges beneath the bridge 
en route to their permanent 
home at the Intrepid Sea, 
Air & Space Museum.

Contractor crews from 
American Bridge Co., of 
Pennsylvania, worked 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week to comply with city 
Parks Commissioner Rob-
ert Moses’ edict to have the 
bridge opened in time for 
July 4, 1937. 

Bayside rallies to save post offi ce at 42nd Ave.

Marine Parkway’s long reign
marked at 75th anniversary
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Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Hundreds of bicyclist riders took part in this year’s Tour de Queens, a 19-mile ride around the bor-
ough that began and ended at Flushing Meadows Corona Park. (Clockwise from top l.) One young pas-
senger looks out from her seat; riders turn from Bell Boulevard into Fort Totten; a marshal for the 
event looks ahead to the rest area; shadows of participants are visible on Willets Point Boulevard 
in Bayside; a woman cycles along Clintonville Street in Whitestone; and Maria Chan takes a break at 
Little Bay Park with pup, Cori. Photos by Christina Santucci 
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disadvantage against state Assemblywoman Grace Meng for the 
upcoming U.S. House of Representatives race.

BY JOE ANUTA
 
State Assemblywoman 

Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
is heading into the general 
election for the congressio-
nal seat centered around 
Flushing having raised 
7,700 percent more than City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone), although 
the GOP lawmaker won his 
first and only election as a 
financial underdog.

In total, Meng has 
raised about $817,000, al-
though it is unclear how 
much remains after she 
trounced her three Demo-
cratic opponents in a June 
26 primary. In contrast, 
Halloran had $9,760 as of 
his last filing with the Fed-
eral Election Commission 
June 6.

About 97 percent of 
Meng’s war chest came 
from individual donations, 
according to the FEC, and 
an analysis of her fund-
raising reveals she is being 

propelled by a groundswell 
of monetary support from 
the New York Asian com-
munity.

About 94 percent of her 
donations came from indi-
viduals with names that 
appeared Chinese, Taiwan-
ese, Korean or Japanese, ac-
cording to FEC documents.

The assemblywoman’s 
meteoric rise in  politics 
inevitably draws compari-
sons with city Comptroller 
John Liu, who began his 
career as a Flushing coun-
cilman before attainting 
citywide office.

Fund-raising efforts by 
members of Liu’s 2013 may-
oral campaign have drawn 
the eye of federal investi-
gators, who are currently 
pursuing charges against 
two staffers, which has led 
the Meng campaign to be 
extra careful about how 
donations are collected, she 
said in earlier interviews.

The independent po-
litical watchdog website 

opensecrets.org, which is 
run by the nonprofit Cen-
ter for Responsive Politics, 
 ranked each Democratic 
campaign in the Queens 
primary  on how completely 
they collected information 
about donors.

More than 98 percent 
of Meng’s donations were 
considered fully disclosed 
by the site, while only 68 
percent of donations from 
competitors Assemblyman 

Rory Lancman (D-Fresh 
Meadows) and Council-
woman Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Middle Village) were 
deemed fully disclosed.

Partially disclosed do-
nations often list a donor’s 
job as vague titles, includ-
ing self-employed, entre-
preneur or businessman, 
according to the site.

Donations to Liu’s 
campaign by people who 
listed their occupation as 

“worker” at places like su-
permarkets or restaurants 
led to intense scrutiny of 
the comptroller’s finances, 
but Meng’s camp appeared 
to avoid the same mistakes.

Significantly more 
than 100 people donated to 
both Meng and Liu’s cam-
paigns, a comparison of the 
data shows, although sever-
al factors prevented an ex-
act count. In some cases, a 
donor used an English first 
name to donate to one cam-
paign and a full Chinese 
name to donate to another.

For example, William 
Chiang, of Pacific Concor 
Investment Inc., donated 
$2,000 to Meng’s campaign, 
but donated $800 to Liu’s 
under the name Wen Hui 
Chiang.

Most of the common 
donors provided all of the 
required information to 
both campaigns, although 
it was more common for a 
donor to provide less infor-
mation to Liu’s campaign.

For example, a man 
named Chau Hung Nam 
listed himself as retired on 
Liu’s campaign finances, 
but as the owner of the New 
Song Bo Restaurant.

Meng’s camp seemed 
to avoid large contribu-
tions from donors who 
listed their job as simply 
“worker” or “dishwasher,” 
but several employees of 
grocery stores who listed 
themselves as “staff” gave 
between $250 to $2,000 and 
a deliveryman for the U.S. 
Postal Service gave $2,500.

Halloran’s war chest 
is entirely made up of indi-
vidual donations, and while 
his ability to spend on cam-
paign tools including mail-
ers, commercials and staff 
pales in comparison with 
Meng’s, he won his Coun-
cil seat in 2009 with only 
$100,000 to his opponent 
Kevin Kim’s $517,000, a dis-
advantage of 5-1.

Rob MacKay (c.) outlines the council’s plan as George Fertitta (l.) and Seth Bornstein, from the Queens 
Economic Development Corp., look on. Photo by Yinghao Luo

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Of the 50 million visi-
tors to New York City last 
year, 8 million made the 
trip to Queens, and Tues-
day morning the Queens 
Tourism Council kicked off 
a five-month-long initiative 
designed to increase the 
borough’s take of tourists 
and — in particular — the 
dollars they spend.

“Home to an array 
of cultures and the city’s 
most diverse community, 
Queens has grown into a 
global destination,” said 
NYC & Co. Chief Executive 
Officer George Fertitta.

As the city’s official 
marketing and tourism 
organization, NYC & Co. 
provided a $58,000 grant for 
the tourism council’s Real 
Culture/Authentic Flavor 
promotion, which hopes to 
lure those who visit the bor-
ough’s cultural attractions 
into staying a bit longer 
and spending some cash at 
local businesses.

Fertitta said tourism 
generated about $4 billion 
in the borough last year.

“We’re trying to get 
people to spend money in 
Queens instead of Manhat-
tan or Brooklyn,” said Rob 
MacKay, director of mar-
keting and tourism for the 
Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corp., the parent or-
ganization of the tourism 

council.
The program high-

lights cultural offerings 
such as a flamenco perfor-
mance at the Queens Li-
brary in Long Island City 
and a salon-style drawing 
exhibition at the Jamaica 
Center for Arts & Learning 
at 20 destinations through-
out the borough from June 
through November.

The council then part-
nered with local businesses 
to promote on its website — 
discoverqueens.info — the 
places to stay, shop and eat 
near the events.

“I’d put our restau-
rants up against Manhat-
tan’s any day,” MacKay 
said. “They’re cheaper, 
they have bigger portions 
and they’re more authen-

tic. When you go to a Greek 
diner in Astoria, it’s run by 
real Greeks.”

The kickoff for the pro-
gram was held at the Flush-
ing Sheraton LaGuardia 
East Hotel, one of the mem-
bers of the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corp., 
which hosted borough 
representatives; Flora, the 
anthropomorphic mascot 
of the Queens Botanical 
Garden; and some of the 
Chinese Golden Dragon Ac-
robats, who are currently 
performing at the Queens 
Theatre.

City Councilman Pe-
ter Koo (D-Flushing) said 
visitors to Queens can take 
a trip around the world just 
by riding the No. 7 train, 
and that it was important 
to promote the borough’s 
neighborhoods both to for-
eign visitors and Queens 
residents.

“Manufacturing jobs 
are gone and they won’t 
come back,” he said. “The 
future is tourism, higher 

education and health care. 
These are the things we 
have to concentrate on.”

Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) 
said he was “proud to be 
someone who eats at a lot 
of restaurants in Queens 
County,” adding that espe-
cially in western Queens, 
small businesses like res-
taurants and cafés provide 
many jobs.

State Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
said that as a Queens mom, 
she is always looking for 
things to do with her fam-
ily in the borough.

“There are so many 
programs and events you 
can find right here in 
Queens,” she said. “You 
don’t have to go anywhere 
else.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Meng carefully vets donations after Lui debacle

Queens mounts campaign to draw Manhattan tourists
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M ily selected to become Slow 
Zones. Queens is set to be 
given four of those zones, 
including the one in Coro-
na. Queens is tied with the 
Bronx for the largest num-
ber of new Slow Zones.

Elmhurst’s Slow Zone, 
which measures about 0.3 
square miles, will be be-
tween Roosevelt and 34th 
avenues, with Junction 
Boulevard bordering it to 
the east and Broadway and 
Baxter Avenue bordering it 
to the west.

Jackson Heights 
was selected to receive a 
0.26-square-mile Slow Zone 
from 82nd Street to 31st 
Avenue to the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway to As-
toria Boulevard.

In northeast Queens, 
Auburndale has been ap-
proved for a 0.19-square-
mile Slow Zone from Fran-
cis Lewis Boulevard to 35th 
Avenue to the Clearview 
Expressway to Northern 
Boulevard.

The neighborhoods 
were chosen after being 
nominated by area advo-
cates and then evaluated 
on the basis of a number 
of criteria, including crash 
history, community sup-
port for the project and how 
many schools, senior cen-
ters and day-care centers 
are in or near the area.

Bloomberg said 2011 
had 243 traffic fatalities, 
the lowest since the city 
began tracking records in 
1910. He said the drop in 

accidents has occurred in 
large part due to the series 
of new safety measures the 
city has implemented, such 
as countdown clocks and 
pedestrian plazas.

Bloomberg said the 
city will continue to enact 
additional measures to re-
duce fatalities and injuries 
from car accidents.

“Today we are an-
nouncing our newest mea-
sures to up our overall 
safety gains,” he said.

Continued from Page 1

Mayor

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (c.) announces a 20 mph zone for 
Corona with Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras (l.-r.), NYPD Chief 
of Transportation Bureau James Tuller, city DOT Commissioner 
Janette Sadik-Khan and Councilman James Vacca. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo

implemented to put a halt to 
robo-signings, where mort-
gage holders would sign off 
on thousands of foreclosure 
cases without verifying all 
the proper paperwork. 

In October 2010, the 
chief judge of the state 
Court of Appeals issued a 
new rule that required law-
yers representing plaintiffs 
in foreclosure cases to sign 
an affirmation that they 
had reviewed and verified 
all the documents at the 
time they initiated the law-
suit.

Once a homeowner 
becomes delinquent and 
the mortgage falls into ar-
rears, attorneys for the 
lender summons the bor-
rower and file a complaint 
with the court, officially 
filing a foreclosure case. 
The next step, in theory, is 
for the plaintiffs to file the 
affirmation and a Request 
for Judicial Intervention, 
which gives both parties 60 
days until they enter a set-
tlement conference where, 
according to experts, home-
owners have their best shot 

at modifying their loans 
under court supervision 
and with access to federally 
approved housing counsel-
ing and free legal services.

According to attorneys 
at the non-profit MFY Legal 
Services based in Manhat-
tan, plaintiffs by and large 
could not verify the docu-
ments and stopped filing 
RJIs, leaving borrowers 
hanging in limbo in the 
court system.

A study by MFY in 
April 2012 found that al-
most 75 percent of cases 
filed in Queens and Brook-
lyn in October 2011 — one 
year after the rule was 
implemented — were held 
up in the courts in what 
is known as the “shadow 
docket.”

MFY attorney Eliza-
beth Lynch, the report’s 
lead author, said the ar-
rears on mortgages in the 
shadow docket can get so 
large that it becomes math-
ematically impossible to 
meet the guidelines for fed-
eral aid.

The report also found 
that 12 percent of cases 
filed in November 2010 and 
March 2011 were discontin-
ued with no reason given, 
meaning homeowners 

must pay interest and fees 
while waiting for the loan 
servicer to re-file the case.

“This practice — fil-
ing foreclosure complaints, 
allowing them to languish 
for a year or more and then 
discontinuing them — fur-
ther undermines the New 
York state Legislature’s 
intention in creating the 
foreclosure settlement con-
ference in the first place: to 
facilitate loan modification 
negotiations early in the 
process, under the court’s 
guidance, in order to avoid 
unnecessary foreclosures 
and further economic hard-
ship,” Lynch wrote in the 
report.

The report did note 
that once a plaintiff files an 
RJI , Queens Supreme Court 
scheduled a settlement con-
ference in a relatively short 
period of time.

The Queens court re-
cently implemented a pilot 
program to help move cas-
es out of the shadow docket 
through the system.

MFY Legal Services 
provides a foreclosure pre-
vention hotline at 212-417-
3777 Wednesdays from 2 
p.m. to 5 p.m.

Continued from Page 1

Foreclosure

the outfielder for making 
his home borough proud.

“Mike Baxter is proof 
that if you work hard, you 
can achieve your dreams,” 
Halloran said of the Whit-
estone native. “Mike has 
faced adversity and rid-
den minor league buses 
for countless hours. But he 
persevered, and today he is 
a valuable part of our home 
borough’s team.”

Baxter is the 36th city-
born player to make the 
Mets and only the fourth 
Queens native to make the 
team. He said he was proud 
to be representing New 
York as a hometown player.

“It has been a lifelong 
dream come true,” Baxter 
said.

Halloran recognized 
Baxter for his historic catch 
in left field June 1, which 
saved pitcher Johan San-
tana’s no-hitter — the first 
in the franchise’s history. 
Baxter injured himself on 
the play, but Halloran said 
if there were any catch to 

sacrifice the body, that was 
the one.

“In just a short time 
with the Mets, Mike has 
already made Whitestone 
proud,” Halloran said. “And 
his incredible catch to save 
Santana’s no-hitter was one 
of the most memorable mo-
ments in Mets history.”

Baxter grew up a life-
long Mets fan, attended 
St. Luke’s Parish School 
in Whitestone and gradu-
ated from Briarwood’s 
Archbishop Molloy High 
School in 2002. The Mets 
outfielder, who grew up 
playing with Bayside Little 
League, said playing ball in 
Queens was a major part of 
his childhood that helped 
groom him for a profession-
al career.

“I spent a few years 
playing for the league and 
it was a really well-run or-
ganization,” Baxter said. 
“I can’t say enough about 
Bayside Little League. It is 
great to be back home play-
ing again.”

State Sen. Tony Avella 

(D-Bayside) also honored 
Baxter last week, recogniz-
ing the player with a state 
resolution before a Mets 
home game July 3.

Baxter was drafted 
128th overall by the San Di-
ego Padres in the 2005 Ma-
jor League Baseball entry 
draft and worked his way 
through the minor leagues 
playing in Fort Wayne, 
Lake Elsinore San Antonio, 
and Portland. He made his 
major league debut Sept. 
6, 2010, as a member of the 
Padres before the Mets 
claimed him the next year.

The lefty-hitting out-
fielder made his Mets de-
but Aug. 8, 2011, when he 
doubled as a pinch-hitter. 
Ironically, he made his first 
professional start as a Mets 
outfielder against the Pa-
dres Aug. 10.

“Mike has really deliv-
ered,” Halloran said. “He 
has shown he can be a great 
role model.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 1
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Beach without having to 
worry about the potential 
of exposing them to the 
adult behaviors of the ad-
jacent beach at Riis Park,” 
state Assemblyman Phillip 
Goldfeder (D-Ozone Park) 
said. “The fence has served 
as an effective barrier, al-
lowing all types of beachgo-
ers to enjoy our beautiful 
beaches.”

Goldfeder also said the 
city Parks Department and 
the National Park Service, 
which run the beaches, owe 
it to the families of Rock-
away to replace the fence.

Neither Parks nor the 
National Park Service re-
turned requests for com-
ment.

City Councilman Eric 
Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) and 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach) were 
also on hand at the rally to 
say children at the beach 
should be protected from 

adult behavior in a public 
place.

“Public beaches are 
for everyone, but displays 
of nudity and lewd behavior 
by some salty adult non-res-
idents are not for everyone, 
especially not in front of 
our children,” said Addab-
bo. “Put a good fence back 
up like the one that has 
stood for almost 100 years. 
Then both sides win and be-
come good neighbors.”

But bare-skinned 
beachgoers believe those 
who want the fence rebuilt 
are unfairly characterizing 
them as “degenerates.”

“There is nothing vul-
gar about this at all,” said 
Michael Giannopoulos, 42, 
who wore a barely-there 
speedo in lieu of total nu-
dity. “We are not degener-
ates. No one is having sex 
in public.”

While he believes there 
is nothing wrong with nu-
dity at the beach, Gianno-
poulos said he would not 
care if the fence was put 
back in place.

Topless sunbather An-

drea Marcos, 25, agreed 
and said fence or no fence, 
she will be on the beach to 
soak in the rays.

“I don’t care if the fence 
is up or not,” said Marcos, 
adding that she has never 
seen lewd behavior at the 
beach. “I’m comfortable be-
ing topless on a beach, but if 
a parent doesn’t want their 
kids to see my breasts, I to-
tally understand that, too. 
We aren’t looking to bother 
anyone. We just want some 
sun.”

According to officials, 
the fence was not only 
meant to protect inno-
cence.

Elected leaders noted 
the barrier has served as 
a clear indicator for polic-
ing agencies to identify 
jurisdiction and enforce-
ment. National Park police 
said the absence of a fence 
could cause confusion in 
jurisdiction and relaxed 
enforcement, leading to an 
increase in crime.

Continued from Page 1
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only $19.95
• Appetizer: Goulash Soup or Salad • Entrees: (Choose from either Pork or Chicken Cutlet) 

Wienerschnitzel, Wienerschnitzel Ala Holstein, Jagerschnitzel, Zigeunerschnitzel, Schnitzel in 
Kapernsauce, Schnitzel au Poivre (Entrees Served with Choice of Potato or Vegetable) 

• Dessert: Homemade Rice Pudding Individually Baked with Meringue Topping, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.
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Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate


