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Mayor Michael Bloomberg (r.) and the Rev. Floyd Flake speak at the Greater Allen 
AME Cathedral, where Bloomberg discusses the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk policy. 

Photo by Nat Valentine

Wells Fargo 
settles $125M 
subprime suit

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Approximately 4,000 African-
American and Hispanic borrow-
ers in the New York City metro 
area may be eligible for financial 
compensation after Wells Fargo 
reached a settlement last week in 
a case alleging it had engaged in 
discriminatory practices during 
the subprime mortgage boom.

The nation’s largest residen-
tial mortgage originator agreed 
to pay $125 million to 34,000 cus-
tomers across the country who 
purchased Wells Fargo mortgag-
es through independent brokers 
between 2004 and 2009 in order to 
settle a lawsuit brought against 
the bank by the U.S. Department 
of Justice.

The department’s investi-
gation, started in 2010, alleged 
the bank gave its independent 
brokers financial incentives to 
steer approximately 4,000 mi-
nority customers who otherwise 
would have qualified for prime 
loans into more costly and risky 
subprime loans, based entirely 
on their race or national origin. 
These borrowers could receive 
about $15,000 each from the settle-
ment, according to the Justice De-
partment.

“At the core of the complaint 
is a simple story. If you were Afri-
can-American or Latino, you were 
more likely to be placed in a sub-

Mayor, Sanders 
disagree about 
stop-and-frisk

Recent shootings put spotlight on policy

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Critics and supporters of the 
NYPD’s controversial stop-and-
frisk program are looking at a 
recent wave of gun 
violence, including 
a deadly assault in 
southeast Queens 
with an AK-47, and 
coming up with 
differing interpre-
tations.

In the early 
morning hours of 
July 7, three men 
were gunned down 
near Springfield 
Gardens High 
School in a barrage 
of more than 50 
shots fired from an 
assault rifle, police said. The fol-
lowing day, a 3-year-old boy was 
shot in his leg in Brooklyn, bring-
ing the number of the city’s gun-

shot victims that week to 77.
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 

and Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly recently pointed to these in-
cidents to justify stop-and-frisk, 

but City Council-
man James Sanders 
(D-Laurelton) said 
they serve as an 
example of a failed 
policy.

Sanders levied 
his criticism in re-
sponse to remarks 
Kelly made July 10, 
two days after young 
Isaiah Gonzalez was 
shot in Brooklyn.

Kelly criticized 
community lead-
ers who he said are 
too willing to speak 

out against stop-and-frisk, “but 
are really, I think, shockingly si-
lent when it comes to the level of 

Continued on Page 18

Police Commissioner Ray Kelly 
discusses the shooting of a 
3-year-old Brooklyn boy after 
the swearing-in ceremony for 
new police cadets at Queens 
College. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Continued on Page 16
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Street naming honors 
Jamaica civic leader
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

About four decades 
after it was installed in an 
unassuming little park on 
Hillside Avenue, a unique 
example of abstract sculp-
ture in Jamaica was re-
stored to its original condi-
tion last week.

A team of restora-
tionists with the Citywide 
Monuments Conservation 
Program, a division of the 
city Parks Department, 
spent last Thursday restor-
ing Wingdale, a 12-foot-tall 
steel piece of contemporary 
art created by Roger Bolom-
ey in 1971.

The piece was origi-
nally commissioned by 
the Association for a Bet-
ter New York, and after it 
was exhibited across from 
Lincoln Center, it was per-
manently installed at the 
northwest end of Major 
John Mark Park on the cor-
ner of Hillside Avenue and 
173rd Street in 1973.

The sculpture was de-
signed to stand on its own 
steel base, but when it was 
installed the bottom was 
enclosed in an aluminum 
base that came up about a 
foot high, and when work-
ers opened it last week they 
were surprised to find it 
weighted down with sand-
bags.

“It was a very uncom-
mon way of securing a 
sculpture that weighs al-
most a ton,” said project 
conservator Christine Dju-
ric.

The piece was origi-
nally designed to be dis-

played on its own base, Dju-
ric said, so that it reflected 
Bolomey’s aesthetic of thin 
sheets of steel intertwined 
with one another as they 
ascend.

A few months ago, 
workers poured a concrete 
base and, with equipment 
on loan from the Queens 
Forestry Service, they 
moved the sculpture to its 
new permanent home last 
week.

“We’re excited because 
exposing the integral base 
of the piece is how his work 
was intended to be inter-
preted,” Djuric said.

Workers then stripped 
off several layers of paint in 
preparation to repaint it its 
original color, a deep red.

The Conservation Pro-
gram fills in the gaps where 
Parks cannot, maintaining 
sculptures all over the city 
and, when needed, perform-
ing major renovations.

In fact, the program 
recently touched up the 
bronze Civil War statue in 
the middle of the park.

“You have this one 
sculpture from the 1890s 
and this piece of contem-
porary art in this one little 
park in Jamaica within 
50 feet of each other,” said 
Arts & Antiquities Director 
Jonathan Kuhn. “It’s sort 
of intriguing, but that gives 
you an idea of the range of 
work we do.”

Each summer, the pro-
gram’s staff and its interns 

restore public art in the 
five boroughs with the help 
of private sponsors. The As-
sociation for a Better New 
York provided the $15,000 
for the Wingdale restora-
tion, Kuhn said.

“We’ve been able to 
increase our stewardship 
of outdoor monuments so 
that small problems don’t 
become big ones,” he added. 
“In the case of Wingdale, 
we’ve moved away from 
emergency response to 
maintenance and preserva-
tion mode.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The Locust Manor 
Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion in Springfield Gardens 
is scheduled to undergo 
some long-awaited repairs 
at the end of the summer, 
and while the plan falls 
short of what the commu-
nity ultimately wants, of-
ficials are already looking 
ahead to find more fund-
ing.

Beginning in mid-Sep-
tember, construction crews 
will take about six weeks 
to demolish the two stair-
cases at the western end of 
the platform near the ticket 
machines, replacing them 
with solid-aluminum stair-
cases equipped with treads, 
lighting and railings, ac-
cording to Bill Mays, the 
LIRR engineer in charge of 
the project.

Once the stairs are 
done, work will begin on 
the Manhattan-bound side 
of the platform to replace 
the two steel shelters with 
40-foot-long aluminum 
shelters bound by tempered 
safety glass on the fronts 
and sides.

“These new shelters 
will give much more pro-
tection from the weather,” 
Mays said. “By the end of 
November we should be 
set.”

Mays spoke to commu-
nity members at the Salem 
Missionary Baptist Church 
last week during a meeting 
hosted by the Springfield 
Gardens Taxpayers & Citi-
zens Association. The asso-
ciation has been discussing 
major renovations to the 

station since 2008, and state 
Assemblyman Bill Scar-
borough (D-St. Albans) was 
able to secure $400,000 in 
capital funding for the proj-
ect.

Once the railroad 
started looking at the sta-
tion, though, it became 
clear there was more work 
to be done than first antici-
pated.

“When we first gave 
an update to Assembly-
man Scarborough, we as-
sumed certain things were 
sound with the station, 
such as structural supports 
and concrete,” said LIRR 
spokesman Bob Brennan. 
“But once we got in there, 
we found a bad asbestos 
problem. It really took us 

Interns Chad Shores (above), David Trayte and Molly Moser restore Wingdale, an abstract sculpture in 
Jamaica. See more photos on Page 53. Photo by Yinghao Luo

Jamaica sculpture restored
Conservation program puts new shine on Parks’ abstract artwork

Locust Manor fi xes 
on the way: LIRR

The Long Island Rail Road 
plans to begin a major reno-
vation of the Locust Manor 
station in Springfield Gardens 
in September by replac-
ing of the stairs at the west-
ern end of the station. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

Continued on Page 18
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C.N.A. Stateboard Testing Onsite

Employment Opportunities In Nursing
Homes Hospitals & Medical Offices

COME JOIN US TODAY FOR 
CAREER TRAINING IN:
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Patient Care Technician

   (Ekg+Phlebotomy)
Medical Laboratory Technician
Medical Assistant
Physical Therapy Aide

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPT. ESTABLISHED SINCE 1993 

DAY, EVENING & WEEKEND CLASSES, EZ PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE

718-739-6768
718-739-3258
718-739-9145

P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.

Apostle John Boyd Sr., built SE Queens ministry
Pastor, 85, remembered for decades of helping less fortunate, serving as pillar of community

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Apostle John Boyd Sr., 
who started the New Great-
er Bethel Ministries under 
a tent in Cambria Heights 
and grew it to a congrega-
tion of 2,000 strong,  died 
last week at the age of 85.

Boyd died of natural 
causes July 11,  just six days 
before what would have 
been his 86th birthday.

For 40 years Boyd 
served as a spiritual leader 
in southeast Queens and 
bettered his community 
through his works with the 
less fortunate.

Each week, his radio 
broadcast reached 150 mil-
lion listeners, he worked 
tirelessly to help the home-
less through the church’s 
soup kitchen and food pan-
try and, for his works pro-
viding spiritual guidance 
to the incarcerated, he was 
recognized by the Queens-

borough Correctional Fa-
cility. 

Accolades were piled 
upon Boyd by the likes of 
former Gov. George Pataki, 
former Mayor Rudolph Giu-
liani, former Borough Pres-
ident Claire Shulman, U.S. 
Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) and former state 
Comptroller Carl McCall.

He was appointed the 
chaplain of the 105th Pre-
cinct and the New York 
Christian Times named 
him Man of the Year. 

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
remembered Boyd as a sta-
ple in the community and 
said the pastor measured 
his successes one person at 
a time.

“Having known Rev. 
Boyd for many years, I can 
tell you that while he was 
very appreciative of the 
accolades and recognition 
he received from elected 

officials and newspapers, 
it did not make him nearly 
as happy as when he was 
at Greater Bethel giving a 
sermon, or seeing people 
in southeast Queens com-
ing together to participate 
in his community service 
programs,” he said.

After studying at the 
Manhattan Bible Institute 
and earning his Doctorate  
of Divinity from United 
Christian College, Boyd 
founded his ministry un-
der a small canvas tent on 
the corner of Linden and 
Francis Lewis boulevards 
in 1972.

Three years later, on 
Easter, the church acquired 
a building on Linden Bou-
levard in Cambria Heights, 
and in 1993 it took over a 
run-down night club on 
Jamaica Avenue in Queens 
Village.

Boyd is survived by his 
wife of more than 60 years, 

Mother Margie Boyd, and 
five children, all of whom 
work full-time in the min-
istry.

The church is planning 
to salute Boyd Friday at 8 
p.m. in Roy Wilkins Park, 
and a celebratory march 
from the original site of the 
ministry, at 117-05 Francis 
Lewis Blvd., to The Blue 
Church, at 215-32 Jamaica 
Ave., is scheduled to begin 
Saturday at 10 a.m.

A viewing is scheduled 
for 6 p.m. at the church, and 
the funeral is planned for 
Monday at 8:30 a.m. Boyd 
will be laid to rest at the 
Pinelawn Memorial Park 
Garden Mausoleums in 
Farmingdale, L.I.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Apostle John Boyd Sr., founder of the New Greater Bethel Ministries, 
died last week. Photo courtesy New Greater Bethel Ministries
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A state Supreme Court judge has put a hold on Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s plan to close seven Queens high schools, including 
John Adams HS in South Ozone Park.

Queens high schools 
await judge’s ruling

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The city was dealt an-
other blow last week to its 
plan to restructure seven 
struggling Queens high 
schools, leaving it unclear 
which staff will be at those 
schools — and even what 
they will be named — come 
September.

In April, the city Pan-
el for Educational Policy 
voted to approve Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s plan 
to close 24 low-achieving 
schools across the city, re-
place more than half the 
teachers and reopen them 
under new names in the 
fall under the model known 
as turnaround.

Seven borough high 
schools — Newtown High 
School in Elmhurst, Flush-
ing HS, August Martin HS 
in Jamaica, Richmond Hill 
HS, John Adams HS in 
Ozone Park, William Cul-
len Bryant HS in Astoria 
and Long Island City HS 
— were given the axe, and 
the city Department of Edu-
cation began the process 
of reshaping the schools, 
including introducing new 
principals, removing teach-
ers and announcing new 
school names.

Last week, though, 
state Supreme Court Judge 
Joan Lobis denied the city’s 

request to continue making 
changes while the court de-
cides on an arbitrator’s rul-
ing that the plan violates 
union contracts.

In June, arbitrator 
Scott Buchheit ruled that 
the city’s plan to restaff 
the schools and open them 
under new names in the 
fall did not actually consti-
tute opening new ones, and 
therefore violated the city’s 
contracts with the United 
Federation of Teachers and 
the Council of School Su-
pervisors and Administra-
tors.

Lobis told the city to sit 
tight and scheduled a hear-
ing for July 24.

The city stands behind 
the turnaround plan, insist-
ing that in the end it ben-
efits students the most and 
will be upheld in court.

“Our goal is to turn 
around these failing 
schools and help our stu-
dents succeed. We appre-
ciate the judge setting an 
expedited schedule to hear 
our challenge to the arbi-
trator’s decision so that 
we can meet that goal,” 
said Michael Cardozo, the 
corporation counsel at the 
city Law Department. “The 
judge also made it clear 
that she wants to consider 
the case fully. We believe 

Weiner packs funds to run
Former congressman has millions in campaign war chest: Report

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Scandal-plagued for-

mer U.S. Rep. Anthony 
Weiner is sitting on sev-
eral million dollars, which 
he could use in a run for 
mayor.

According to a report 
filed with the city Campaign 
Finance Board, Weiner has 
close to $4.5 million in his 
war chest and he could re-
ceive $1.5 million in public 
matching funds, which are 
set to expire after the 2013 
mayoral election.

The campaign finance 
disclosure with the city 
also reveals Weiner spent 
more than $30,000 in rent 
on an office over the last 
three months. The expendi-
tures, paid to SL Green Re-
alty Corp., were classified 
as “office expenses” and 
“rent.”

The report also reveals 
the Weiner campaign has 
not received any monetary 
contributions since Novem-
ber 2009.

The New York Post re-
ported Sunday that Weiner 
might also consider run-
ning for city public advo-

cate as a backup plan if 
he decides not to run for 
mayor. Current Public Ad-
vocate Bill de Blasio is ex-
pected to make a run for 

mayor, as is City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan), city Comp-
troller John Liu, former 
Comptroller Bill Thompson 

and Manhattan Borough 
President Scott Stringer.

The New York Times 
followed the Post’s Sunday 
story with one of its own 
Monday, reporting that sev-
eral of Weiner’s friends be-
lieve the former congress-
man is eager to return to 
public office.

The Post also reported 
Weiner’s wife, Huma Abe-
din, a senior aide for U.S. 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton, is encouraging her 
husband to put the scandal 
to rest with a tell-all inter-
view.

Weiner resigned from 
the 9th Congressional Dis-
trict, representing parts of 
western Queens and Brook-
lyn, last year amid a sex-
ting scandal in which he 
admitted to sending lewd 
photos to various women 
and engaging in several 
sexual conversations with 
women over the Internet 
while married. Weiner and 
Abedin are still married 
and the couple had their 
first child together after 
the scandal broke.

Weiner gave no hints 

Former U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner spent $30,000 to rent an office 
in the past three months, according to a campaign finance disclo-
sure.

Pols demand higher electric bike fi nes
BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) invited fellow 
Councilman Dan Garod-
nick (D-Manhattan) to his 
district last Thursday to 
promote Garodnick’s bill, 
which would increase fines 
for those who violate traffic 
laws on electric bikes.

“We need to take ac-
tion now before someone 
gets seriously injured,” Van 
Bramer said.

Van Bramer affirmed 
his support for Garodnick’s 
recently introduced bill 
at a news conference held 
at 46th Street and Queens 
Boulevard in Sunnyside 
with Community Board 2 

members and other resi-
dents. Garodnick’s bill does 
not refer to scooters but to 
bicycles with a motor at-
tached, which are illegal to 
drive within the city.

Despite the restric-
tion, the councilmen said 
the electric bikes have be-
come a common sight in 
Sunnyside and throughout 
the city.

“The need for better 
enforcement is clear,” Ga-
rodnick said.

The Manhattan coun-
cilman’s bill, Intro 596, 
would double the fines for 
electric bicyclists if they 
commit traffic violations, 
some of which are running 
a red light, riding on the 

CB 2 Chairman Joseph Conley (c.) joins in the call for greater fees 
for those who commit traffic violations while riding illegal elec-
tric bikes at a press conference with Councilmen Dan Garodnick 
(l.) and Jimmy Van Bramer. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 56

Continued on Page 56
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5Jamaica street co-named for local hero
Henry Grate Sr., 86, served as mentor to SE Qns children, providing carpentry lessons and a recording studio

BY PHIL CORSO

He was everyone’s 
hero.

That explains why so 
many people gathered at 
the intersection of 104th 
Avenue and Remington 
Street in Jamaica Saturday 
to celebrate the street’s co-
naming in honor of former 
lifelong resident Henry 
Grate Sr.

With help from City 
Councilman Ruben Wills 
(D-Jamaica) and other city 
officials, members of the 
South Jamaica community, 
including Grate’s family, 
neighbors, and hip-hop icon 
Larry Smith, were able to 
forever display the name 
of a man they so dearly ad-
mired.

“He catered to every-
one’s needs,” said Todd 
Feurtado, co-founder of the 
nonprofit group King of 
Kings Foundation. “After 
growing up so close to him 
and his dynamic family, it 

was my sole duty to allow 
the community to mark his 
name down in a way that 
can never be erased.”

Henry Grate Sr. was a 
lifelong resident of south-
east Queens and was well-
known for keeping his 
front door open — literally. 
Neighbors spoke fondly 
of how he quickly became 
the unofficial community 
barber, never charging for 
a single haircut. He was 
also a skilled carpenter 
who acted as a mentor and 
provided training lessons 
for children in his neigh-
borhood.

He died in 2008 at the 
age of 86 after a lengthy ill-
ness.

Grate also built a 
home recording studio in 
his basement to provide the 
area’s youth with a posi-
tive outlet to express them-
selves.

“So much music came 
out of his house,” Feurtado 
said. “He was not only a fa-

ther to his kids, he was also 
a father to the entire com-
munity.”

Feurtado was instru-
mental in helping move 
along the process to co-
name Remington Street 
“Henry Grate Sr. Place” in 
honor of Grate, according 

to Wills. The councilman 
said Feurtado showed up 
to his office determined to 
honor his late hero, ready 
with petitions and all.

“Today encapsulates 
what our community is 
really about,” Wills said. 
“Henry put everything on 

the line for the community. 
His door was literally al-
ways open.”

In the 1970s, Grate was 
a member of the Remington 
Street Block Association 
and was a sponsor to sev-
eral block association cel-
ebrations. His well-known 

community involvement 
helped make him and his 
family a revered aspect of 
the Jamaica community.

“He always made sure 
the youth had something 
positive to turn to,” said 
daughter-in-law Lisa Grate. 
“This community embod-
ies the spirit of Henry. To-
day is a culmination of all 
his hard work.”

Henry’s son and Lisa 
Grate’s husband Harold 
Grate said it was a long time 
coming for his late father, 
and he was moved to see his 
community come together 
years after his death.

The new street sign 
was unveiled in the compa-
ny of state Assemblywoman 
Vivian Cook (D-Jamaica), 
who said she was honored 
to be part of the ceremony.

“This community is 
full of people we can all 
look up to,” Wills said. “We 
are going to continue work-
ing to show everyone what 
we have to offer.”

City Councilman Ruben Wills hands the new street sign to Juanita Grate, the wife of Henry Grate Sr. 
Photo by Phil Corso

BY PHIL CORSO

Clifton Stanley Diaz 
said he would not blame 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
for working to remove fire-
arms from the streets of the 
city, even if it means con-
tinuing to enforce the con-
troversial stop-and-frisk 
practices.

But what he did take 
issue with, the Rochdale 
Village Civic Association 
president said, was the lack 
of communication.

That is part of why 
Clifton invited 113th Pre-
cinct Deputy Inspector Milt 
Marmara to the group’s 
meeting over the weekend 
to engage residents in con-
versations surrounding il-
legal guns, drugs and the 

New York Police Depart-
ment’s stop-and-frisk poli-
cies.

“Our commander 
[Marmara] has been out 
there doing an outstanding 
job enforcing the law,” Diaz 
said. “But we have to com-
municate more to make 
this work.”

One of the major con-
cerns, Rochdale Village res-
idents said, was whether or 
not police were more likely 
to stop different types of in-
dividuals. Marmara reas-
sured the civic group that 
officers were not interested 
in demographics and they 
simply enforced the law.

“We are not looking 
for any types of profiles. We 
do not profile,” Marmara 
said.

Diaz said he supported 
any elected official’s ef-
forts to reduce violence 
and remove weapons from 
the streets, though he did 
admit the current policies 
needed some refining.

“Commissioner Ray 
Kelly said he will refine 
stop-and-frisk. He said he 
would do something about 
it,” Diaz said. “And I be-
lieve him. I believe he will 
address that matter.”

Marmara said the 
NYPD has lost thousands 
of officers over the last 10 
years, so stop-and-frisk ef-
forts were a way the force 
could work to limit crime in 
the city. He said the officers 
were working to maintain 
communication between 

Rochdale civic group discusses 
stop-and-frisk with 113th Pct. 

Wounded warriors enjoy 
weekend of water sports

BY PHIL CORSO

Cpl. Jason Wheeler 
smiled and laughed as he 
strapped on his goggles 
while he was poolside in 
Breezy Point Saturday. 
Before continuing his ef-
forts to become a master 
scuba diver, Wheeler took a 
breather to share his story 
on what brought the New 
Hampshire native to New 
York.

“The Wounded War-
riors Project is doing things 
for all of us that gives our 
lives back,” Wheeler said. 
“Here, you are the same as 
anyone else.”

The Wounded Warrior 
Project, established to hon-
or and empower injured 
veterans, visited Rockaway 

last weekend with nearly 50 
participants for its eighth 
annual adaptive water 
sports festival. Veterans 
spent the weekend with 
friends and family learning 

different activities, includ-
ing waterskiing, surfing 
and other water sports.

Wheeler, who lost the 
use of his legs from the 

Ralph Marche (r.), an adaptive kayaking instructor, explains 
to Cpl. Alfredo De Los Santos the basics of kayaking during the 
Wounded Warrior Project. See more photos on Page 53. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 56Continued on Page 56



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, J

UL
Y 1

9-
25

, 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

JT

6 Bloomy revamps Jamaica probation program
BY RICH BOCKMANN

Clients at the Neighbor-
hood Opportunity Network 
center in Jamaica still see a 
probation officer when they 
visit the building on the 
corner of Jamaica Avenue 
and Guy R. Brewer Boule-
vard, but that is about the 
only way the new program 
resembles a traditional pro-
bation office.

NeON is part of Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s Young 
Men’s Initiative, a public/
private partnership aimed 
at advancing opportunities 
for young black and Latino 
men.

A major component 
of that initiative, which 
Bloomberg announced last 
summer, was an overhaul 
of the city Department of 
Probation, which supervis-
es about 100 clients in Com-
munity Board 12.

The initiative’s part-
ners laid out $30 million 
to develop NeONs in five 
neighborhoods across the 

city, Jamaica’s being the 
third to open when officials 
and community members 
held its grand opening 
Tuesday.

The first thing that is 
different about the office is 
what was once called the 
waiting room, now known 
as the resource room.

Designed by profes-
sional architects and 

graphic designers to be in-
viting, the room is splashed 
with colorful walls and fur-
niture, and staffed with an 
improvement team — all 
aimed at reinforcing the 
idea that probation is not 
some chore one is required 
to check into regularly, but 
a place to better oneself.

Probation Officer Ray 
Napier said that in his 24 

years working for the de-
partment, he learned what 
makes a successful proba-
tionee.

“What works is treat-
ing them with respect, 
treating them with dignity 
and instilling hope,” he 
said.

What does not work, 
Napier said, is “constant-
ly reminding them that 

they’re on probation, and if 
you mess up, you’ll be vio-
lated.”

The second way in 
which NeON differs from 
a traditional probation of-
fice is that it partners with 
about 25 community organi-
zations, many within walk-
ing distance of the center, 
that provide services such 
as job training, drug treat-
ment and GED assistance.

The NeON center even 
has space in its building 
so organizations can visit 
with probation clients on 
site.

One of the partners, 
the Queens Library, offers 
the Young Men’s Initia-
tive’s Community Educa-
tion Pathways to Success 
program — which helps 
young adults get a GED and 
pursue higher education — 
at its Jamaica branch just 
up the block from the NeON 
center.

Probationee Sam Vita, 
21, said the center was help-
ing him get his GED and 

enroll in a BMW training 
program so that he could 
become a mechanic.

Most importantly, he 
said, it was helping him be 
a good role model for his 
1-year-old daughter.

Probation Commis-
sioner Vincent Schiraldi 
likened NeON to the old ad-
age of it taking a village to 
raise a child — in this case, 
Jamaica Village.

“It’s this neighbor-
hood helping people in this 
neighborhood change their 
lives around,” he said.

Some things, he joked, 
never change. Schiraldi 
pointed out the window to 
note how probation officers 
could see the library, and 
could tell whether clients 
were going to their CEPS 
class or not.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

City Councilman Ruben Wills (c.) helps city Department of Probation employees and community mem-
bers cut the ribbon on the Jamaica Neighborhood Opportunity Network. Photo by Yinghao Luo
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

The Calvary@Home Nurse. The same world-renowned 
compassion and care right in your very own home.

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org

Selecting a home care or hospice service is truly one of life’s most 
important decisions to make. There is no room for error. For over a 
century, Calvary Hospital has been providing world-renowned pain 
management and emotional comfort to patients suffering from 
advanced cancer and other chronic and acute terminal illnesses. 
The same Calvary discipline of unique compassion and care is also 
provided by our home care and hospice teams right in your very 
own home or select nursing homes. It’s called Calvary@Home. 
Discover for yourself why choosing Calvary@Home is considered one 
of the best decisions you will ever make, not only for your patient, 
but for your entire family, as well. Calvary@Home. It’s another reason 
why Calvary Hospital is known as the place Where Life Continues. 
Speak with one of our nurses today by calling 718-518-2465.

BY REBECCA HENELY

The city Taxi & Lim-
ousine Commission’s board 
has voted to increase taxi 
fares by 17 percent some-
time in September, the first 
jump in rates since 2006.

Allan Fromberg, 
spokesman for the TLC, 
said the initial fare of $2.50 
plus a 50 cent tax for the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority will remain 
the same, but the rate of 
the rest of the trip will in-
crease. For every one-fifth 
of a mile the taxi travels 
at 6 mph or more and for 
every 60 seconds the taxi 
spends idling, riders will 
now be charged 50 cents in-
stead of 40.

The flat fare to or from 
Manhattan to John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport 
will also increase from $45 
to $52.

Fromberg said the 

commission’s board made 
the decision based on tes-
timony at two public hear-
ings and approved the in-
crease last Thursday. After 
the decision is published 
in the City Record, there 
will be a 30-day wait time 
for the new rates to go into 
effect. More time will be 
allowed for the drivers to 
recalibrate their meters, 
get new overlay stickers 
for their doors and replace 

their rate cards.
The TLC expects driv-

ers to see the increase in 
September.

Fromberg said the rid-
ing public has been accept-
ing of the fare rise.

“They know it’s been 
six years since they’ve 
received an increase,” he 
said. “They know what the 
situation is in this econo-
my.”

Yellow cab fares going up 17% 
by September: TLC spokesman

Fares for yellow cabs in Manhattan will be rising an average of 17 
percent. AP Photo/Mary Altaffer
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www.transamericacreditsolutions.comwww.transamericacreditsolutions.com

1 State Street Plaza 
New York

New York 10004

Telephone:

1-800-689-3510
Fax:

1-800-725-9840

❑  Personal Loans
❑  Student Loans
❑  Mortgages
❑  Business Loans
❑  Auto Loans
❑  Refinance Loans
❑  Credit Card Loans

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Missing boy, 14, from Rich Hill sought by cops

RICHMOND HILL — 
The NYPD was seeking 
the public’s assistance in 
locating a missing Rich-
mond Hill teen.

According to police, 
Devon Ramsammy, 14, was 
last seen leaving his resi-

dence on Lefferts Blvd., 
Friday around 3:30 p.m. 
Police described the boy 
as being 5-foot-8, 97 pounds 
and of Asian descent.

He was last seen wear-
ing a blue shirt with blue 
shorts, police said.

Robber hit Subway and Howard Johnson: Cops
SOUTH JAMAICA — Police released 

images of a man wanted in connection with 
two commercial robberies along Rockaway 
Boulevard.

On July 9 at about 10:15 p.m., the sus-
pect entered a Howard Johnson hotel, lo-
cated at 153-95 Rockaway Blvd. in South 
Jamaica, police said. The man displayed a 
firearm and demanded cash, according to 
the NYPD.

The suspect then went behind the 
front counter and grabbed the loot before 
fleeing, police said.

The next day at around 11:45 p.m., the 
same suspect entered a Subway restaurant, 
located at 252-18 Rockaway Blvd. Rosedale, 
and again flashed a gun before demanding 
money, grabbing it from behind a counter 
and fleeing, the NYPD said. 

The suspect is described as being a 
black man, between 27 and 30 years old, 
between 5-foot-7 and 5-foot-9 and weighing 
between 130 and 150 pounds.

There were no injuries sustained as a 
result of the incidents, police said.

Missing Hollis woman found in Dallas: New York Post
HOLLIS — A Hollis woman, who had been reported 

missing last week, has been located, police said. 
The NYPD said last Thursday that 26-year-old Ra-

jwinder Kaur has been found and is in good health.
Kaur had been last spotted at her Hollis home on July 

8 before she was reported missing.
The New York Post reported that Dallas cops found 

her at a bus stop.
Kaur’s relatives has worried something more sinister 

had happened to her after her sister received a text mes-
sage from Kaur’s cellphone that read: “The girl with this 
phone is dead was smiling,” the Post reported.

DEVON RAMSAMMY
Photo courtesy NYPD

RAJWINDER KAUR
Photo courtesy NYPD

Police released surveillance images from the 
robberies at a Howard Johnson hotel in South 
Jamaica (above) and a Subway restaurant in 
Rosedale. Images courtesy NYPD
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BREAKING

BY JOE ANUTA
 
Consolidated Edison 

workers picketed outside 
several locations in Queens 
this week, as rising tem-
peratures were set to put a 
strain on the city’s electri-
cal infrastructure.

“Every day where it 
hits 90 degrees, there is a 
real danger of small out-
ages, but possibly a large 
outage as well,” said Bob 
McCarron, a member of 
the Utility Workers Union 
of America Local 1-2, who 
was standing outside the 
company’s College Point 
facility in the beating sun 
Monday.

About 8,500 workers 
have been locked out after 
contract negotiations broke 
down July 1, and as of press 
time Tuesday afternoon 
the dispute over pensions, 
the main sticking point 
in the talks to forge a new 
contract, had not been re-
solved. The next round of 
talks were scheduled for 
Wednesday.

Many workers were 
spending their days camped 
out in front of facilities in 
College Point, Long Island 
City  and Jamaica.

“This is our liveli-
hood,” said Al Villarosa, 
who has been out with his 
fellow union members on 
31st Avenue in College Point 
nearly every day since the 
lockout.

The power company 
released a statement Mon-
day that it had reduced volt-
age by 5 percent in several 
neighborhoods across the 
city and assured residents 
that everything is under 
control.

The company has 
about 5,000 members of 
management working on 
emergency service repairs 
only, though the union con-
tends that less than a fifth 
of the replacement crews 
are adequately trained to 
work in the field, which 
sometimes involves work-
ing in extremely hot man-
holes, cooling transform-
ers with water  or handling 
electrical wires.

“Our management em-
ployees are all trained and 
experienced for the jobs 
they are doing. From splic-
ing cable, working in sub-
stations to handling cus-
tomer inquiries and other 
functions, our management 
workforce is ready,” the 
utility said in a statement.

This sentiment was 
not echoed by workers.

“It’s a danger to the 

public,” said Joe Mussillo, 
a mechanic at Con Ed and 
a member of the union’s ex-
ecutive board.

And if a major outage 
were to take place, Muss-
illo said he did not know 
how the situation would be 
resolved for the more than 
3.2 million customers the 
company serves in the five 
boroughs and Westchester 
County.

“I don’t know what 
would happen,” he said, 
adding that the union 
would not work without a 
contract.

Con Ed initially 
stopped health benefits for 
the employees and their 
families, a move that gen-
erated a significant back-
lash from the union and 
prompted the benefits to be 
reinstated.

“We took another look 

and decided to treat all 
employees the same, re-
gardless of whether they 
worked a few hours on July 
1,” the company said in a 
statement following the re-
instatement.

City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan) criticized the utili-
ty for the timing of the lock-
out in a letter addressed to 
Con Ed CEO Kevin Burke 
July 11.

“Let me be clear. Your 
actions do not have my sup-
port.” Quinn said. “Con 
Edison’s decision to uni-
laterally impose a lockout 
during a heat wave, after 30 
years of no job disruptions, 
was an escalation of man-
agement/labor tensions to 
an unprecedented degree, 
placing many New Yorkers’ 
lives in danger.”

Con Edison workers Al Villarosa (l.), from Long Island, and Dan C., from Whitestone, wave to motorists 
who honk in support. Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens pols seek vote
on microstamping bill

BY JOE ANUTA

A Queens lawmaker 
called out state Senate Ma-
jority Leader Dean Skelos 
(R-Rockville Centre) and 
his party Monday, urging 
the Republican leader to 
bring a controversial gun 
control measure to a vote 
during a special session in 
Albany.

Sen. Jose Peralta (D-
East Elmhurst) asked Ske-
los and his colleagues to 
visit the five boroughs, es-
pecially in light of a recent 
spike in gun violence, in 
order to see why the city’s 
lawmakers, along with 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
support microstamping.

“Come in from the sub-
urbs and upstate,” Peralta 
said.

“Bring your members 
along with you. Instead of 
keeping each other compa-
ny at a fancy hotel, get out 
and talk to people,” he said.

Microstamping is the 
process of engraving the 
end of every firing pin in 
semi-automatic handguns 
with a unique, microscopic 
code. When the firing pin 
hits the back of a shell cas-
ing, creating a small explo-
sion and ejecting a bullet, 
that code is stamped onto 
the shell, in theory allow-
ing any law enforcement 
officials who might happen 
to find it at a crime scene 
to trace where the gun was 
made and to whom it was 
first sold.

The bill has already 
passed the Democratic-
controlled state Assembly 
several times, but has not 
yet been brought to a vote 
in the Senate, which is con-
trolled by Republicans.

But a spokesman for 
Skelos countered that a 
microstamping bill was 
already brought to a vote 
in the Senate when it was 
Democratically controlled 
several years ago, and that 
it could not even pass then.

“We did not take up 
the microstamping bill this 
year,” said Scott Reif. “It’s 
an unproven technology, 
and we will continue to 

look at the issue.”
The National Rifle As-

sociation and other gun-
advocacy groups are fierce 
opponents of the plan, call-
ing it ineffective and an as-
sault on the federal right to 
bear arms.

A video on the NRA 
website contends that the 
firing pins could be altered 
too easily, while other ar-
guments against the pro-
cess question how often  the 
stamps would be legible.

The NRA and other 
gun groups have poured 
money into election coffers 
in the Empire State, accord-
ing to Peralta.

Peralta, the sponsor of 
the bill in the Senate, was 
speaking in front of Queens 
Borough Hall, at 120-55 
Queens Blvd., alongside the 
other sponsor, Assembly-
woman Michelle Schimel 
(D-Great Neck) and Assem-
blywoman Grace Meng (D-
Flushing).

Meng is running for 
Congress and vowed to 
push for microstamping on 
a federal level, along with 
several other gun-control 
initiatives, including re-
quiring employees of arms 
dealers  and gunsmiths to 
submit to a criminal back-
ground check, requiring a 
background check for the 
sale of every firearm and 
allowing a judge to take 
away guns from someone 
deemed mentally ill.

The push for micro-
stamping comes when Al-
bany may convene for an 
emergency session to deal 
with tax issues affecting 
condominium and co-op 
owners in the city, but Per-
alta wants the microstamp-
ing bill heard as well.

Con Ed confl ict in Jamaica
Locked-out workers picket in heat wave ahead of negotiations

Retired Police Officer 
Bob Nobile spoke in fa-
vor of microstamping. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

The Center for the Women of New York is accept-
ing registration for a new session of its women’s support 
group.

Many women have difficulties due to certain typical 
life transitions. Some of these challenging life transitions 
are looking for or changing jobs, retirement, starting or 
ending important friendships or relationships, preparing 
for marriage or parenthood, coping with adolescents, job 
loss, illness or a death in the family.

This weekly support group for women can help you 

share your concerns and assist you in dealing with your 
situation with greater ease and empowerment.

The support group meets at Queensborough Hall, 120-
55 Queens Blvd., Room 325 in Kew Gardens every Thurs-
day from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

To participate, no prior group experience is needed 
and there is no fee. For information and an interview ap-
pointment, call the CWNY at 718-793-0672 or e-mail center-
wny@yahoo.com.

CWNY launches support group
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

Those who frequent 
certain western Queens 
neighborhoods where a fe-
dora is the preferred fash-
ion know that food trucks 
are all the rage with the 
youth crowd these days, 
and the city Department of 
Education is taking notice, 
too.

Donning his own haute 
hipster headwear, a dapper 
Dennis Walcott dished out 
free meals last week in the 
Bronx, where he announced 
the department had added 
a second food truck to its 
Queens fleet, which will 
distribute free breakfasts 
and lunches to youngsters 
at Queens Farm and Flush-
ing Meadows Corona parks 
this summer.

“We want all families 
with children, no matter 
their residency, to have one 
of our nutritious meals free 
of charge,” Walcott, the city 
schools chancellor said. “In 
an effort to make the sum-
mer meals even more ac-
cessible and convenient, we 
will be operating three re-
frigerated food trucks that 
will serve meals to young-
sters.”

The department’s third 
truck will offer free meals 
at Orchard Beach in the 
Bronx through the DOE’s 
annual summer meals pro-
gram, which is available to 
youth 18 and under through 
Aug. 31.

The newest truck 
will begin serving meals 
at Queens Farm Park, on 
Little Neck Pkwy. between 
73 Road and 74 Avenue in 
Floral Park, July 23. 

Last year, the depart-
ment said, more than 7 
million meals were served 
throughout the summer, in-
cluding 67,000 meals served 
by the trendy trucks.

And because every 
successful foodie knows 
that having a hip market-
ing campaign is key, the 
city partnered with Share 
Our Strength, a national 
nonprofit that focuses on 
eliminating childhood 
hunger, which provided 
a text messaging service 
so parents can text “ny-
cmeals” to 877877 to find 
schools, parks, pools, soup 

kitchens and city Housing 
Authority locations across 
the borough where meals 
are available.

“The summer meals 
program is a great way to 
make sure that kids who 
get free lunch during the 
school year can also get the 
nutrition they need when 
school is out,” said Bill 
Shore, founder and CEO of 
Share Our Strength. “We 
are thrilled to be partner-
ing with the NYC Depart-
ment of Education to ensure 
that every child in New 
York who needs something 
to eat can get something to 
eat.”

Locations can also be 
found online at nyc.gov/
nycfood.

City offers Queens youth 
gratis meals all summer

City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott (c.) distributes pasteurized 
milk from one of the city Department of Education’s food trucks. 

Photo courtesy DOE

MINUTES NOT HOURS AWAY

Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

Located in Queens next to JFK Airport at the Aqueduct Racetrack.  
FREE Shuttle between Jamaica/Sutphin Boulevard Station & Casino. Pick up  
at Archer Avenue/Sutphin Boulevard. Accessible via LIRR or    trains. 

Easy Access from N. Conduit: Exit 1 – Van Wyck South/Lefferts Boulevard from Belt Parkway.  
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RUBY RED GIVEAWAY
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a voucher to get a FREE Ruby Red Scratch-off ticket.  
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 
bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 
years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-
ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 
The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 
Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 

have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 
 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 

#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 
hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23
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Ban hydrofracking in all parts of the state
recent article in The 
New York Times re-
vealed a potential 
plan by Gov. An-

drew Cuomo to permit hy-
drofracking in five upstate 
counties, which would turn 
our fellow New Yorkers into 
the gas industry’s guinea 
pigs.

The governor’s new 
plan would arbitrarily cre-
ate two tiers of New York-
ers, while still ignoring the 

potential health impacts 
on the residents of these 
counties and continue to 
make no mention of a plan 
to dispose of the millions of 
gallons of toxic wastewater 
generated by this process. 
This plan also does not pre-
clude future leaders from 
being able to expand drill-
ing into the rest of New 
York.

The governor should 
focus on creating renewable 

energy that would lead to a 
sustainable economy and 
would not jeopardize the 
health and environment 
of all New Yorkers. Pollu-
tion and negative quality of 
life effects do not adhere to 
geographical and political 
borders.

Each town does not 
have its own separate aqui-
fer, air pollution does not 
disappear as it blows across 
the county line and trucks 

cannot be contained within 
a county.

To concede to the gas 
industry with this plan is 
irresponsible, as it puts 
corporate profits over our 
welfare. Cuomo’s proposed 
plan is bad for everyone 
and should not go forward.

Wayne Cleghorn
Sophomore

Queens College
Flushing

RETHINK WILLETS 
POINT

Does the city really need two more convention cen-
ters? If so, does it make sense to build them in Queens?

In a letter to the editor, Benjamin Haber raises some 
interesting issues. Citing a study by the Brookings Institu-
tion, Haber writes, “You’ve got cities around the country 
building new or expanded convention space at a very rapid 
rate in a market that is already glutted and over supplied. 
... In an environment where every major center around 
the country is sharply discounting rental rates or giving 
space away and throwing in incentives, the likelihood of 
any succeeding is remarkably thin.”

There has been much talk about building convention 
centers at Resorts World Casino at Aqueduct Racetrack 
and Willets Point. But where is the proof that the city 
needs another convention center, and where is the proof 
that Queens will be an attractive destination for organiz-
ers?

Queens cannot compete with Manhattan, one of the 
best known tourist destinations in the world. And why 
should it? We are happy to hear and not at all surprised 
that the Aqueduct casino is doing well, but that doesn’t 
mean a convention center will also do well.

Add to that the reality that in these tough times cor-
porations are cutting back on that kind of spending and 
opting for online alternatives.

Haber notes that Manhattan is “the cultural and en-
tertainment capital of the world, not the boondocks of Aq-
ueduct and Willets Point. As to Willets Point, there is also 
talk of a 1,000-room hotel, but this in an area choked with 
congestion ....”

We bristle at the term “boondocks” but do not believe 
Queens can or should compete with Manhattan. The Wil-
lets Point development should focus on the needs of Queens 
families.

Haber writes that “the Javits Center on the West Side 
of Manhattan, which, while structurally sound, is under-
going an extensive taxpayer-funded $1.4 billion renovation 
purported to make it more competitive.”

Nothing the city plans to build in Willets Point can 
compete with that.

Before money is poured down the drain, borough lead-
ers and city economic development officials should discuss 
what is in the best interest of Queens and the city.
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Reader calls out columnist over his views on politics
would like to respond 
to the June 7-13 “On 
Point’ column by Bob 
Friedrich headlined 

“Politics not working right? 
Columnist knows five rea-
sons why.”

I would like to go over 
his points one by one:

1. “Government-issued 
photo IDs are required to 
purchase allergy medicine, 
but not to vote?” First, in 
every place that this has 
been applied there has been 
a diminution of the voting 
of the poor. That is why it 
is being proposed in all the 
blue, or Democratic-lean-
ing, states. This is to take 
the vote away from Demo-

crats. Second, like flag 
burning, I have not heard 
of gigantic voter fraud that 
would precipitate changes 
to the law.

2. “Political theater 
or award ceremony?” 
Friedrich is so guilty of 
this that to even to list his 
commissions would take a 
lot of space. Just look back 
to when he was running for 
whatever office he was run-
ning for at that time. In his 
credits below his column 
he is referred to as a “civic 
leader and president of the 
Glen Oaks Village co-op.” 
His are a perfect example of 
hypercritical statements.

3. “Two sets of rules: 

one for politicians and one 
for the general public?” 
This one can only be an-
swered as follows: duh! 
What else is new? Is it be-
cause he cannot become an 
elected politician that he 
is denigrating other politi-
cians?

4. “No bonuses for out-
standing teachers but yes 
to bonuses for chronically 
underperforming ones.” 
Buyouts have been a stan-
dard practice of getting 
rid of underperforming 
personnel in businesses for 
a long time. They are not 
being given bonuses, they 
are being fired. Just look 
at the outrageous amounts 

garnered by the officers of 
the defunct banks and busi-
nesses that lost fortunes. 
Some of them walked away 
with millions.

Teachers, as should 
everyone, have the right to 
protect their jobs. Friedrich 
does not seem to remember 
what it used to be like in the 
school system when princi-
pals ran their schools like 
fiefdoms and any teacher 
who showed any gumption 
was fired. That was before 
unions.

Who, and by what 
methods, are teachers to 
be rated as outstanding? 
By the scores on standard-
ized tests? We see what 

is happening around the 
country when even princi-
pals, administrators and 
school boards are fudging 
the numbers. By the prin-
cipals? By the mayor him-
self? How about Friedrich 
himself? How does one rate 
a teacher who has slow but 
steady progress with the 
worst performing students 
but has minimal yearly in-
crease in scores?

Let me say that at no 
time in my life have I ever 
had more that a tangential 
connection with the school 
system, except as a some-
what less than perfect stu-
dent.

5. “NYPD’s stop-and-

frisk program is a legiti-
mate topic for debate, but 
that debate must be based 
on facts and not rheto-
ric.” Possibly the reason 
Friedrich has never been 
stopped is the reason that 
this is being challenged in 
federal court. He is white 
and probably not wander-
ing around minority neigh-
borhoods. Even judges and 
other politicians have been 
stopped there, probably 
without probable cause.

This turned out to be a 
lot longer than I thought it 
would.

Jerrold Schreibersdorf
Douglaston

Shulman must be investigated
n an article in the July 
8 New York Post Queens 
Weekly section, head-
lined “Shulman gets 

slap for illegal Willets lob-
by,” Claire Shulman, the 
former borough president, 
once again got away with 
illegal shenanigans.

Shulman started the 
Fort Totten Redevelopment 
Authority when President 
Bill Clinton sold the 168 wa-
terfront acres to the city for 
$1. One of the honest mem-
bers of the authority sent a 
list to me of the people Shul-
man appointed to represent 
the community. Many were 
developers while others 
were receiving monies for 
their nonprofit organiza-
tions from Shulman.

She named her group 
an authority in order to 
keep the community it was 
representing out of the 
meetings. This is also done 
by the Metropolitan Trans-

portation Authority. There 
are no open meetings and 
authorities are not under 
the Sunshine Law.

We the people living 
around the fort had to pro-
test to just listen to what 
was being discussed for our 
community. When we ar-
rived to go into the meeting, 
Shulman called in eight 
policemen in riot gear to 
stop us from walking down 
the hallway. We paid taxes 
to listen to what the group 
was planning for us.

Eventually, we won. 
We did not give up and she 
had to eventually allow the 
community in. Why was 
there such a strong protest 
by Shulman to keep the 
community out of the meet-
ings?

Can it be the same rea-
son she received a slap on 
the wrist for illegally lob-
bying city officials to “win 
approval for their favored 

projects”? Shulman has re-
ceived too many slaps on the 
wrist. As a taxpayer, why? 
Other taxpayers should ask 
why she gets away with her 
backroom deals.

In fact, we should de-
mand she resign from the 
$3 billion project and an 
investigation ensue, includ-
ing her bank statements. 
Enough is enough! A slap 
on the wrist will allow her 
to continue her underhand-
ed activities, for she ap-
pears to think she is above 
the law and morality.

It is time state At-
torney General Eric Sch-
neiderman stop playing 
politics and dig deeper into 
Shulman and the city Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 
and local development cor-
poration run by her.

Joyce Shepard
Bayside

Ex-mayor appreciates kind words
our June 7-13 edito-
rial “Search for the 
Next Ed Koch” ar-
rived at my desk. 

Thank you for your gener-
ous comments concerning 
my mayoralty.

I do want to correct 
some errors in your de-
scription of me, though. 
You state, “He was a World 
War II hero and two-term 
congressman ….” I was 
not a hero. I served to the 
best of my ability and was 

honorably discharged as a 
sergeant after serving for 
three years. I received two 
combat battle stars and the 
Combat Infantry Badge, as 
did every member of the 
104th Division for serving 
in combat in the campaigns 
of Northern France and the 
Rhineland.

Combat stars are not 
awarded for individual 
bravery. Everyone in the 
division who served in 
these campaigns received 

the combat battle stars.
I served in the U.S. 

Congress for nine years 
— five terms — leaving at 
the end of 1977 to become 
mayor.

I am grateful for your 
generous references to me 
and my style of govern-
ment.

Edward I. Koch
Manhattan

U.S., Asian chains must coexist
ith the way super-
markets are clos-
ing in this part of 
Queens, you won-

der where we are going to 
shop in the future.

I welcome the Asian 
chains. You can find bar-
gains in those stores.

Even so, to be fair to ev-
eryone, you need American 
chains and Asian stores for 

more variety.

Rosario DiMarco
Whitestone
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n the 15th state Sen-
ate district in western 
Queens, the Republican 
Party at the county and 

state levels is dedicated to 
recapturing that seat from 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo 
(D-Howard Beach), who 
won the office from con-
servative Republican Serf 
Maltese in 2008 after Mal-
tese had held the seat for 20 
years.

There is a Republican 
primary developing, howev-
er, between two candidates 
for that seat. These can-
didates are City Council-
man Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 

Park), of the 32nd District 
in southwest Queens, and 
attorney Juan Reyes of For-
est Hills.

The Republican county 
organization has endorsed 
Reyes over Ulrich. During 
the last few years, Reyes 
has worked for private law 
firms, mainly in real es-
tate law. He indicated that 
in this capacity he has 
acquired extensive knowl-
edge of zoning, building 
codes and interpretations 
of real estate applications 
of law.

Earlier in his career he 
worked as counsel in the of-
fice of former Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, during which 
time he prosecuted matters 
against multinational real 
estate corporations. Reyes 
also worked for the city 
Board of Standards and 
Appeals, which interprets 
laws pertaining to zoning, 

building and fire codes.
On the political front, 

Reyes worked on the presi-
dential campaign of former 
U.S. Sen. Robert Dole as a 
political and legal adviser. 
He has also served with the 
Republican National Com-
mittee and worked on the 
campaigns of former Gov. 
George Pataki and Giu-
liani.

Pertaining to his can-
didacy for the 15th Senate 
District, Reyes grew up in 
Queens and believes he can 
represent the people of his 
district. He believes he has 
a more pro-business atti-
tude than his opponent and 
that the main issue in the 
campaign is creating more 
jobs for the economy. In 
that area, he has indicated 
he would be more effective 
than his adversaries.

In his first priority in 
office, Reyes believes over-

regulation is driving busi-
ness out of New York state, 
so he would promote legisla-
tion to encourage business-
es to stay in our state and 
provide more employment 
for New York residents.

As a state senator, 
Reyes would play an active 
role in keeping in commu-
nication with the people in 
his district. Reyes said the 
people of his district are 
overburdened with proper-
ty taxes and fees. He wants 
to encourage tax relief.

Reyes, having worked 
in the Giuliani administra-
tion, supports strong efforts 
to curb crime. He believes 
Giuliani did a lot to bring 
down crime. In that regard, 
Reyes supports the NYPD’s 
effort to get guns off streets 
and stop crimes before they 
are committed by using 
stop-and-frisk in regards to 
possible criminal activity.

He believes the safety 
of our citizens comes first 
before other considerations. 
It is hoped that before the 
Sept. 13 primary between 
Reyes and Ulrich that sev-
eral debates can take place 
so voters of the 15th District 
can have the opportunity to 
hear the candidates.

The 15th District will 
be an important election 
from the standpoint that 
it may have a bearing on 
which political party con-
trols the Senate. Both polit-
ical parties will be making 
an all-out effort to win this 
election.

In the recently con-
cluded race for the U.S. 
Senate in the Republican 
Party between Wendy 
Long, Robert Turner and 
George Maragos, Long won 
by a landslide. Out of the 62 
counties in the state, Long 
won 55 of them. Turner won 

six and Maragos won one.
Long won every county 

upstate, including winning 
some of them by large mar-
gins. It was a convincing 
victory, but Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), her op-
ponent in the fall general 
election, has accumulated 
a huge financial war chest 
of about $10 million. Long 
will be making every effort 
to match that.

What will make this 
Senate race such an inter-
esting campaign is that 
both candidates have con-
siderably different views on 
economic and social issues. 
It will be a hard-fought race 
in conjunction with the 
presidential campaign and 
other local races.

Senate candidate Reyes champions rights of businesses

he Romans had a 
postal service in the 
second century that 
might be called “let-

ter perfect.” Nothing, or 
almost nothing, could keep 
their postal carriers from 
completing their rounds.

Known for the well-en-
gineered roads that covered 
the empire, it was an easy 
task for their horse-drawn 
mail carts to travel in the 
second century at least 50 
miles a day.

Relay teams, which 
could travel 50 miles a day 
and beyond, could easily 
deliver messages of urgen-

cy and were able to cover 
170 miles a day.

The emperor Augus-
tus, who reigned from 27 
B.C. to A.D. 14, established 
Rome’s first official postal 
service to communicate 
reliably as well as rapidly 
with the help of his numer-
ous governors and military 
officials.

Augustus and his suc-
cessors used the so-called 
“cursus publicus” (fast 
course) mail course, which 
were reserved for govern-
ment officials though pri-
vate letters were usually 
carried by merchants and/
or servants.

Augustus and those 
who succeeded him built 
about 47,000 miles of roads 
as well as many relay sta-
tions, each usually having 
a station master, accoun-
tants, grooms and mail car-
riers.

A fast course was di-
vided into two branches to 
expedite communication 
throughout the empire. 
Oxen were used to trans-
port heavy loads. Service 
was often allowed to be 
used for personal reasons.

Pliny the Younger, 
who lived from 62-114, was 
one such person who sent 
an apologetic letter to the 
emperor Trajan.

Pliny’s apology to Tro-
jan is as follows:

“Up to now, my Lord, 

I have only issued permits 
for people and letters to use 
the imperial post on your 
business. I have broken my 
own rules because of an 
emergency. My wife heard 
that her grandfather had 
died and was so upset that 
she wanted to rush off and 
visit her aunt, and I found 

it very hard to refuse to 
give her a permit to travel 
by the imperial post, as it is 
the quickest way .... I relied 
on your kindness and acted 
as though I had already 
received the favor even 
though I had not yet asked 
you for it. I did not wait un-
til I had asked you because 

if I had waited, it would 
have been too late.”

Joan Brown Wetting-
feld is a historian and free-
lance writer.

n

Political 
Action

n

Our History

Sophisticated postal service existed in ancient Rome
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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German 
 for Children

After School Program
New York State Regents

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4-5 From 4:30-6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5-6

Other Classes Ages 7-l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543

Donovan Richards (r.), Councilman James Sanders’ chief of staff, hands out pizza to youngsters at 
the Rosedale branch of the Queens Library to celebrate nearly $90 million in restored funding to 
the boroughwide system. Richards also announced the city had recently purchased the building 
the library had been leasing. Photo by Rich Bockmann

prime loan or pay more for 
your mortgage loan, even 
though you were qualified 
and deserved better treat-
ment,” said U.S. Assistant 
Attorney General Thomas 
Perez.

Perez said minority 
borrowers were unaware 
that similarly qualified 
whites were getting better 
deals.

“That is discrimina-
tion with a smile,” he said.

The investigation also 
alleged that approximately 
30,000 minority borrowers 
were charged higher fees 
and costs for their mort-
gages.

The bank issued a 
statement saying it denied 
the claims, and was settling 
to avoid litigation.

“Wells Fargo is set-
tling this matter because 
we believe it is in the best 
interest of our team mem-
bers, customers, communi-
ties and investors to avoid a 
long and costly legal fight, 
and to instead devote our 
resources to continuing 
to contribute to the coun-
try’s housing recovery,” 
said Mike Heid, president 
of Wells Fargo Home Mort-
gage.

The bank said it would 
also give $50 million in di-
rect down payment assis-
tance in areas still recover-
ing from the housing crisis, 
including New York.

The Justice Depart-

ment alleged senior offi-
cials at the bank had been 
aware of the practices since 
at least 2005, but did noth-
ing to correct them.

The settlement is sub-
ject to court approval. The 
Justice Department said 
that, if approved, an inde-
pendent administrator will 
be chosen to contact and 
distribute the payments.

The department said 
it would also investigate 
whether or not Wells Far-
go discriminated against 
borrowers who purchased 
mortgages directly from 
the bank.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

Fargo

Get your Queens news on  
Facebook: facebook.com/timesledger

LIBRARY FUNDING RESTORED
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THE SCHEUER HOUSE located at 138-52 Elder Ave., Flushing, 
Queens, has affordable 1-bedroom apartments for $941.
Amenities included in rent are:
✔ On-site community worker
✔ Help with entitlements/ applications/advocacy
✔ Case management
✔ Health presentations/screenings
✔  Group activities: book clubs, chorus, arts  

& crafts, meet & greets, coffee hours
✔ Opportunities to volunteer
✔  On-site laundry facility 

Conveniences: 
✔  Shopping, houses of worship, libraries 
 & public transportation
✔  The Benjamin Rosenthal-Prince Street Senior Center 
 where members enjoy a full-array of activities & benefits
 including computer classes, wellness programs, Skype,  
 virtual senior center, exercise & ESL (English as a Second 
 Language) classes, & more
✔ Telehealth Kiosks
✔  Religious/holiday services and pastoral counseling 
 on campus
✔  Housekeeping, community nurse, & Quietcare 
 monitoring offered for a fee.

QUALIFICATIONS
Head of Household must be 62 yrs. of age or older

Minimum Income* Maximum Income

Single $23,000* $34,860
2-people $23,000* $39,840

*including family contribution

For more information call Sara at 

(718) 886-1412

Home is where relationships are 
built and friendships are formed.

If you’re looking for affordable 
senior housing with lots of 

extras look no further!

The Source for Independent Living

violence right in their own 
communities.” 

Sanders had actually 
held a press conference the 
day before in Springfield 
Gardens, decrying the vio-
lence and advocating for 
other policies — such as 
stricter gun laws and gun 
buy-backs — as effective 
alternatives to stop-and-
frisk.

“I’m puzzled by the 
commissioner’s bizarre 
statements today and can-
not help but wonder if he 

is paying attention to what 
people are actually say-
ing about stop-and-frisk,” 
Sanders said. “Even as the 
commissioner was making 
this unfortunate, one-size-
fits-all statement, I was in 
Springfield Gardens at the 
site of a tragic shooting 
over the weekend, calling 
for greater community in-
volvement and cooperation 
in policing and standing 
shoulder to shoulder with 
my neighbors to decry the 
violence on our streets.”

Sanders said a gun 
buy-back he hosted in 2009 
took about 900 guns off the 
streets in a matter of hours, 
more than the approxi-

mately 770 firearms stop-
and-frisk netted last year 
citywide .

“Commissioner Kelly 
seems to be speaking out 
of both sides of his mouth 
— asking why there is no 
outrage over existing gun 
violence and then cham-
pioning a policy that has 
failed to prevent it,” he 
said. “Put simply, if stop-
and-frisk was working, 
gun violence would be go-
ing down, not up. Our com-
munities would be safer, 
not more dangerous. And 
people would feel more 
willing to engage their lo-
cal precincts in community 
action against violent crim-

inals, not afraid for their 
own civil liberties when ap-
proached by police.”

Speaking at the Great-
er Allen AME Church 
Sunday, Bloomberg said 
stop-and-frisk was part of 
a larger approach to reduc-
ing crime, one that includes 
advocating for stricter gun 
laws and focusing on youth 
development in lieu of in-
carceration.

“Now, it’s fair to say 
that the city has taken a 
more comprehensive ap-
proach to cutting crime 
and taking guns off the 
street than any other city. 
But the fact remains, as I 
said before, there still are 

3-year-olds getting shot,” he 
said. “There still are AK-
47s on the street. Just a few 
miles down the road from 
this church, an AK-47 was 
used to kill three people 
last week — in a hail of 63 
bullets.”

“And so if we want to 
save more lives, we have to 
do more,” the mayor contin-
ued. “And that’s why, in ad-
dition to everything else we 
are doing, police officers 
stop and question those 
who are suspected of crimi-
nal activity — and frisk 
those who are suspected of 
carrying a weapon.”

About 86 percent of 
those stopped last year 

were either black or Latino, 
and Bloomberg said effec-
tive policing should not 
equate to racial profiling, 
adding Kelly had re-issued 
an order banning it.

Sanders, though, said a 
recent meeting with a local 
precinct commander left 
him with the impression 
that the NYPD was continu-
ing to go “full steam ahead” 
with stop-and-frisk.

“Much of this is be-
ing done with a wink and a 
nod,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

by surprise.”
Mays said the asbestos 

in the shelters’ rear panels 
is not the type that becomes 
airborne, so it will not pose 
a breathing hazard during 

construction, but remedia-
tion added both cost and 
time to the project.

The station is adjacent 
to Rochdale Village, which 
has a large senior popula-
tion, and community mem-
bers felt the plans lacked 
certain features, such as 
access to the high platform 
via an escalator or elevator 

as well as security cameras 
to deter those who loiter 
around the station. Other 
requests included a new 
ticket machine, as well as 
replacing the shelters on 
the east-bound tracks and 
the eastern staircases.

Brennan said that 
while the LIRR has seen a 
marked increase in rider-

ship this year, the Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority’s financial future 
was still uncertain, and the 
project’s funding simply 
would not allow for the ad-
ditional requests.

Scarborough said it 
would be up to community 
members and other elected 
officials to take the project 

into a second phase.
“We need to be thank-

ful that they’re going to 
build a better station. Let’s 
go forward from here,” he 
said. “We understand what 
has been done is not the to-
tality of what needs to be 
done.”

City Councilman 
James Sanders (D-Laurel-

ton), who is running for 
state Senate, pledged to 
work with the community 
and other elected officials 
to explore additional fund-
ing.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1

Frisk

Continued from Page 2

LIRR
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Good Shepherd Church
Vacation Bible School  July 23rd-July 27th

5:45pm – 8:45pm Ages 4 – 14

Day 1

Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

Day 5

FREE!
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ATTENTION:  ALL TENANTS AND FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS

This is your Chance to 
become a Homeowner!!!!

We have homes in Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx

New Kitchens – New Bathrooms-Hardwood Floors 

 ONLY $1,000 STARTS THE PROCESS!!!!!! 

**** PUBLIC NOTICE ****

Availability is on a first come first serve basis so  
schedule an appointment no for the best selection:  718-291-1800

Now is the time to become a home owner. Interest rates are at an all 
time LOW. You can own your own home with a 3.5% cash down payment, 

low monthly payments and NO Closing Costs. We have 27 new and 
renovated homes currently available in Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx. 

We sell 1 and 2 family homes all ready to move in to. If you’re tired of 
paying rent, now is the time to own your own home! Let us show you how.

Availability is on a first come first serve basis so 
schedule an appointment now for the best selection:

This Is Your Chance 
To Become A Homeowner

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

BY RICH BOCKMANN AND 
STEVE MOSCO

 
A Jamaica Hills man 

has been arraigned on 
charges of driving under 
the influence and mowing 
down a 63-year-old high-
way worker on the Grand 
Central Parkway last week, 
the Queens DA said.

District Attorney 
Richard Brown identified 
the driver as 26-year-old 
Munshi Abdullah in the 
fatal accident that took the 
life of Frank Avino near 
Jewel Avenue in Forest 
Hills at around 11 a.m. July 
10. According to Brown, 
Abdullah was arraigned 
on charges of vehicular 
manslaughter and driving 
while under the influence 
of alcohol in the death of 
Avino, an electrician with 
Welsbach Electric Corp. in 
College Point.

“The defendant is ac-
cused of getting behind the 
wheel while under the influ-
ence of alcohol and striking 
and killing a hardworking 
family man,” said Brown. 
“By his alleged actions, the 
defendant illustrated the 
lethal consequences result-
ing from driving while in-
toxicated.”

Brown listed the exact 
charges against Abdullah 
as second-degree man-
slaughter, second-degree 
vehicular manslaughter, 
driving by unlicensed op-
erator and operating a mo-
tor vehicle while under the 

influence of alcohol and 
drugs. Abdullah  was or-
dered held on $350,000 bail 
and ordered to return to 
court July 25.

According to police, 
Abdullah was driving a 
2002 Audi A6 at unsafe 
speeds when he came upon 
a construction vehicle 
parked in the left lane with 
its arrow light flashing, 
indicating the lane was 
closed. Behind the truck, 
Avino was placing traffic 
cones and preparing to fix 
a light pole when he was 
struck, according to the 
NYPD.  The impact threw 
Avino up into the air so 
high that he landed on the 
construction vehicle, ac-
cording to Brown.

Avino was pronounced 
dead at the scene.

Police responding to 
the scene observed that the 
Audi had front end damage 
and a shattered windshield 
— cops also said Abdullah 
allegedly had bloodshot wa-
tery eyes and a strong odor 
of alcohol on his breath, ac-
cording to a criminal com-
plaint filed by the district 
attorney.  Police also alleged 
that Abdullah flailed his 
arms in an attempt to avoid 
being handcuffed and that 
a portable breath test was 
administered to Abdullah 
resulting in a blood alcohol 
content reading of .21 per-
cent — above the legal limit 
of .08 percent in New York, 
according to the NYPD. 

Cops further alleged 

that Abdullah was unable 
to produce a valid New 
York state driver’s license 
upon request of the police 
officers and that in a state-
ment to police, he alleg-
edly admitted to drinking 
from 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. that 
morning and that he was 
driving the Audi because 
his friends were too drunk 
to drive, according to the 
criminal complaint. 

Based on skid marks at 
the scene, authorities deter-
mined that the minimum 
speed of the Audi was 58 
mph at the time of the col-
lision, and that the posted 
speed limit is 50 mph, the 
criminal complaint said. 

Janette Sadik-Khan, 
commissioner of the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion, released a statement 
on the incident and said 
this is a grim reminder of 
the dangers posed to high-
way workers.

“Our deepest sympa-
thies go out to his family 
and to his loved ones,” said 
Sadik-Khan. “This incident 
reminds us of so many oth-
er tragedies on our streets 
caused by speeding and by 
drunk and reckless driv-
ing, and we will not let up 
in our efforts to fight each 
on every front.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Man charged with DWI 
in GCP smashup: DA

Workers and police inspect the scene of a deadly accident on the Grand Central Parkway. 
Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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David and Connie Wood operate the historic Eildon Tweed Farm in West Charlton, New York near Albany.
Established over 200 years ago, this family farm includes a herd of 988 cows and employs 24 people.     

Every day, Elmhurst Dairy purchases milk from
David and Connie and from hundreds of other dairy
farmers across the Empire State. We transport the
milk to our Queens dairy, process it and distribute
it to your neighborhood grocer within 48 hours. 

When you buy milk from Elmhurst Dairy, you’re
getting the freshest milk in New York City, supporting
the city’s only remaining dairy, and preserving New
York family farms. That’s triple good!

Buy local. 
Choose Elmhurst Dairy milk.

Read the story of Eildon Tweed Farm at: http://bit.ly/elmdairy
Follow Elmhurst Dairy at www.facebook.com/NYCDairy

www.elmhurstdairy.com         www.facebook.com/NYCDairy

Local New York Milk.
Farm Fresh and Family Owned.

Buy local.

David Wood with dairy cows at Eildon Tweed Farm.

Cruise of Jamaica Bay puts native birds at center stage
Nature and the city share same ecosystem as avian wonders delight in shadow of JFK, A train

BY MICHAEL GIVANT

The 100-foot “Golden 
Sunshine” leaves Pier 4 at 
Sheepshead Bay and goes 
out into the waters of Ja-
maica Bay. My wife and I 
are among a large number 
of people on board for an 
ecology cruise sponsored 
by the American Littoral 
Society. Don Riepe and 
Mickey Cohen, two authori-
ties on Jamaica Bay, its his-
tory and wildlife, narrate 
it.

Soon we begin to 
see common terns, black-
backed gulls and laughing 
gulls. At the Marine Park-
way Bridge, a peregrine 
falcon flies past a vertical 
section of the bridge, then 
disappears behind it. When 
hunting, this bird can go 
into a dive at 200 mph and 
take prey in mid-air.

At the Cross Bay Me-
morial Bridge, we see an-

other peregrine perching 
in the recess of some sheet-
ing. Although it is some dis-
tance from us, the raptor’s 
dark “mutton chops” and 
striated breast are clearly 
visible. Oddly, it resembles 
a toy panda. The bird, per-
haps curious, looks at the 
boatload of humans look-
ing at it.

On the port side there’s 
a fast-flapping, glisten-
ing brown bird. Getting 
my binoculars on it, I see 
a long down-curved bill. 
It is a glossy ibis. We pass 
some twisted bare trees 
in a marsh. On one is a 
perching osprey. Two great 
egrets stand in the still-as-
glass, shallow water near 
shore looking stately.

On our return, there 
is a fast-flying, yellow-
crowned night heron. We 
pass a sandy area at the 
edge of a marsh where 
there are two oyster catch-

ers. Now we can see their 
long, thick, red bills and 
black, dark brown and 
white bodies. Then there is 
a gaggle of legs and wings 
that comes running. It is 
actually two more oyster 

catchers side by side.
Out here planes are 

constantly taking off from 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport. A super-
sized Lufthansa jet, which 
carries 500-plus people, 

flies over the marsh, punc-
tuating the contrast be-
tween nature and technol-
ogy. In the now-graying 
sky, an osprey with splayed 
wing tips flies low and hard 
at a slightly downward an-
gle, tilting side to side.

The “fish-hawk’s” 
slightly bent back wings 
give it the appearance of 
a 21st-century supersonic 
aircraft. In the background 
is the control tower of the 
airport. How fitting.

At the subway bridge, 
an A train is going to Rock-
away. Soon one with 10 cars 
is crossing in the opposite 
direction. I love seeing 
the train rumble over the 
tracks. This is a juxtaposi-
tion of nature and technol-
ogy to which I can relate.

I grew up in Queens, 
but long ago moved to Nas-
sau County. The subway 
now is a distant memory. 
I wonder what the view 

looks like from its cars. It 
should be a treat compared 
to underground darkness. 
Later, perhaps with ecol-
ogy imitating art, I realize 
the scene reminds me of a 
Van Gogh painting.

The next day I discov-
er that it is actually a series 
of paintings of the Lang-
lois Bridge at Arles made 
in 1888. They depict a horse 
and wagon and/or a person 
crossing it. I am charmed.

Now, with the sky 
clouding over, late after-
noon has the look of pre-
mature twilight. On the en-
closed upper deck we watch 
a Flamenco performance. 
The main performers, Ber-
nard Schaller on guitar and 
Judy Gelman Myers, who 
dances and sings, trans-
form the trip. The sounds 
make my wife and I recall 
Portuguese Fado perform-
ers, who we saw years ago 
in Lisbon.

An egret takes a dip in the water at Myakka River State Park in 
Florida. Photo by Michael Givant
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Peninsula Hospital lost millions of dollars in 2009 and 2010, ac-
cording to a report by the state Department of Health.

DOH closure report 
irks Rockaway pol

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
The state Department 

of Health issued its final re-
port on the shuttered Pen-
insula Hospital last week, 
and local lawmakers are 
not satisfied.

The four-page report 
documents and attempts to 
explain the Rockaway facil-
ity’s collapse in April and 
follows a May public hear-
ing in which Health Com-
missioner Nirav Shah was 
roundly criticized for duck-
ing out early.

Analysis in the report 
reveals the hospital was 
burdened with more than 
$47 million of debt in 2009 
and 2010 while MediSys 
Health Network ran the in-
stitution. Also, the report 
states patient admissions 
dropped in recent years as 
residents chose to go else-
where for urgent and long-
term care.

But U.S. Rep. Bob 
Turner (R-Middle Village) 
said the report did not an-
swer vital questions as to 
why the 104-year-old hos-
pital closed. He also said 
the health officials failed 
to provide a plan to meet 
the health care needs of pa-
tients in the community.

“Residents and former 
employees have serious 
questions and concerns 
regarding the closure of 
a hospital that was both 
a major medical care pro-
vider and employer in the 
area,” said Turner. “The re-
port does little to nothing to 
address how the state plans 
to meet the needs of local 
residents as they move for-
ward. I implore the Health 

Department to act responsi-
bly and clue local residents 
in about how they plan to 
address what could consti-
tute a potential health care 
disaster in the wake of a 
single storm or any other 
medical emergency. The be-
havior of the DOH has been 
nothing but disappointing, 
and I truly wonder what 
their endgame is.”

In a peculiar twist, 
Consumer Reports maga-
zine named Peninsula 
Hospital one of the safest 
facilities in the city in a 
report released last week. 
The hospital earned a 52 
out of 100 rating, giving it 
the second-best rating in 
the entire city.

But U.S. News & World 
Report conducted its own 
survey of the best hospitals 
in the city, and Queens fa-
cilities barely had a pulse. 
Only Forest Hills Hospital 
made the top 44, as it tied 
with three other facilities 
at 40. New York-Presbyte-
rian, University Hospital 
of Columbia and Cornell 
topped the rankings for the 
metropolitan area, as the 
report named the institu-
tion the city’s best.

Factors used by U.S. 
News to compile the rank-
ings include survival rates, 
safety measures, nurse-
to-patient ratios and other 
data and surveys of special-
ists around the country.

All the rankings are 
available at usnews.com/
besthospitals.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

BY JOE ANUTA

Estelle Cooper was 
charged with stealing 
$50,000 from her former 
nonprofit, which funds 
activities at Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, the 
Queens district attorney 
said Tuesday.

Unisphere Inc. is a non-
profit that fund-raised to 
ensure the park was main-
tained and had adequate 
programming.

Cooper, who lives in 
Whitestone, was the execu-
tive director of the group 
until she resigned in De-
cember 2011, DA Richard 
Brown said. She was also 
an assistant commissioner 
with the city Parks Depart-
ment and the park’s admin-
istrator until she quietly 
stepped down in early 2012.

The 82-year-old was 
charged with two counts of 
larceny and could face up 
to 15 years in prison if con-
victed, the DA said.

The grand jury 
charged that Cooper ob-
tained access to Unisphere 
funds and then allegedly 
stole more than $50,000 be-
tween November 2007 and 
December 2011, according 
to the DA.

The indictment came 
on the heels of a 2011 inter-
nal audit at the conservan-
cy, the DA said.

But missing funds 
were first noticed by Phil 
Ragusa, who is a public 
accountant in addition to 
being the chairman of the 
Queens Republican Party.

Ragusa was not exact-
ly surprised when he heard 
of Cooper’s arrest.

“I guess this is just the 
next step,” he said. “I knew 
the grand jury was going 

on, but I didn’t know if they 
would indict her or not.”

In late 2011, Ragusa 
was looking over the books 
and noticed Cooper had 
withdrawn money from 
ATMs and not provided re-
ceipts to justify where the 
money went, he said.

According to Ragusa, 
after Cooper could not pro-
vide adequate proof of the 
ultimate destination of the 
funds, he passed along the 
case to the president of the 
conservancy, Bruce Ben-
dell.

Bendell and the con-
servancy then brought 
the findings of an internal 
audit to the DA’s office, ac-
cording to Brown.

According to records 
filed with the office of the 
state attorney general, the 
conservancy made $66,000 
in profits in fiscal year 
2011.

The nonprofit also has 
about $281,000 tucked away 
in savings, the records 
showed.

Cooper is due back in 
court in mid-September to 
appear in front of Queens 
Supreme Court Justice Fer-
nando M. Camacho.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Estelle Cooper faces charges of stealing from the nonprofit 
she once ran, according to the Queens district attorney. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Cooper charged in 50K theft 
Jury charges former head of nonprofi t with stealing: DA Brown

The Police Athletic League is looking for volunteers 
to continue its mission of serving New York City’s young 
people by donating their time and talents to help serve 
Queens youngsters at PAL’s Redfern Cornerstone and Far 
Rockaway Beacon in Arverne-Far Rockaway, PAL’s Ed-
ward Byrne Center in South Jamaica and PS 214 in Flush-
ing.

PAL Centers in Queens offer a wide range of opportu-
nities for volunteers of all talents. PAL’s Redfern Corner-
stone and Far Rockaway Beacon are looking for people to 
participate in a center cleanup day. Volunteers are needed 
to tutor and mentor young people during the after-school 
program’s daily homework help sessions.

In addition, individuals can also donate their time 
assisting the many special events held at PAL Centers 
throughout the year. PAL is also seeking professionals 
to give career advice and talk about their own careers to 
young people, as well as guest speakers who can share in-
formation on a specific hobby of interest to youngsters.

To become a volunteer or learn more about volunteer 
opportunities, visit palnyc.org and click on “Get Involved” 
under the “About Us” tab for an application. Volunteers 
will go through an application process that includes an in-
terview, a screening and an orientation.

For more information, contact PAL Volunteer Coordi-
nator Alexandria Sumpter-Delves at 212-477-9450, Ext. 390 
or volunteer@palnyc.org.

Volunteers needed at boro Police Athletic League Centers

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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22 Years ofContinuous Improvements
From manufacturing R to AW rated windows and doors, a lot can 
happen in between. Crystal Windows proudly offers a collection 
of over 70 types of installation accessories that compliments 
our commercial aluminum window and door products. With 
Crystal’s vertically-integrated aluminum extrusion facility we can 
custom-fabricate any options to your specifi c needs. At Crystal, 
we took the extra step so you don’t have to.

Providing Quick-Turnaround
Window Solutions for:

Luxury Dwellings
Single & Multi-family 
Dwellings
High-rise Dwellings
Hotels and Offi ces
Hospitals and 
Institutions
Sustainable Design 
and LEED Buildings
Housing Authority

Manufacturer of:
Commercial and 
Architectural Aluminum 
Windows & Doors
Energy Star Rated & R5 
Qualifi ed Residential & Light 
Commercial Vinyl Windows & Doors

3110 Whitestone Expwy,
Flushing, NY 11354
TOLL FREE: 800.472.9988
LOCAL: 718.961.7300
FAX: 718.460.4594

Crystal Windows Affi liations:

Follow 
us on

Need a Reliable 
Installation Contractor?
Ask for Members of the:

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio and City 
Councilman Peter Vallone 
Jr. (D-Astoria) proposed 
last week that the state en-
act a law to bar sex offend-
ers from the children’s sec-
tion of public libraries.

“This problem is real, 
and it’s happening where 
parents trust their kids will 
be safe,” de Blasio said in a 
statement. “A children’s 
reading room should be off 
limits for a sexual predator 
— just like a playground.”

Vallone said a reso-
lution he is planning to 
introduce calls upon the 
state Legislature to ban sex 
offenders from going into 
a children’s section. The 
hoped-for legislative mea-
sure would be an extension 
of similar bans on offenders 
entering schools or school 
playgrounds.

“The law already ex-
ists, we’re just making it 
broader,” he said.

Vallone said he and de 
Blasio had been searching 
for ways to keep children in 

libraries safe after two girls 
— one 6 years old, the other 
9 — were inappropriately 
touched —  in the Flush-
ing branch of the Queens 
Library, at 41-17 Main St., 
last month. Police charged 
Brooklyn resident Joel 
Grubert, 48, a registered 
sex offender, with sexual 
abuse and endangering the 
welfare of a child in the in-
cident.

 A 7-year-old girl also 
reported being inappropri-
ately touched by a man at 
the Queens Library’s Stein-
way branch, at 21-45 31st 
St. in Astoria, last year. 
There have been no arrests 
in that incident as of the 
TimesLedger’s Tuesday af-
ternoon press time.

The officials wrote 
a letter to state Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver (D-
Manhattan) and state Sen-
ate Majority Leader Dean 
Skelos (R-Rockville Centre) 
July 9 urging them to con-
sider their proposal.

Previous attempts to 
create laws barring sex 
offenders entirely from 
libraries have not been 

struck down by the courts, 
like an Albuquerque, N.M., 
ban that was rejected by 
the U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals earlier this year 
as an infringement on the 
offenders’ First Amend-
ment rights. Vallone said 
he expected this ban to be 
narrow enough to be ac-
ceptable.

“I think specifically 
including children’s areas 
of libraries should pass 

constitutional muster,” he 
said.

Vallone said while no 
law will completely stop 
offenders who prey on chil-
dren, it will give police of-
fers another tool to protect 
them.

“It’s very hard to deter 
pedophiles,” he said. “They 
have the worst recidivism 
rate out of every type crim-
inal.”

Queens Library Presi-

dent and CEO Thomas Gal-
ante released a statement in 
support of the legislation.

“It is essential that our 
children feel comfortable in 
visiting public libraries for 
assistance with schoolwork 
and lifelong learning,” he 
said. “We thank our legisla-
tors for doing all they can 
to preserve a secure envi-
ronment for them.”

Vallone said he and 
de Blasio are also working 

on finding  state legislators 
who will sponsor a bill.

The councilman allo-
cated money to have securi-
ty cameras installed in the 
Steinway Library and the 
Astoria Library, at 14-01 
Astoria Blvd., in response 
to the incident last year.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

City Public Advocate Bill de Blasio is calling for the state Legislature 
to make it illegal for sex offenders to enter children’s libraries.

Vallone wants pervs barred from kids’ library areas

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]

TM

Get your Queens  
news on Facebook:  
facebook.com/timesledger
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face
angel

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org

That's why we cover kids with quality, affordable 
health insurance through Child Health Plus,

a New York State-sponsored health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care.

•  If your child needs health insurance, Fidelis Care can help.
•  Almost every child up to age 19 in New York State is eligible!
•  And, we help members keep their health insurance each year.

To Fidelis Care, every child is an angel.

Quality Health Coverage. It’s Our Mission.
Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they 
can enroll in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage. 

cated to analyzing a dif-
ferent standard the college 
is expected to meet. These 
standards include every-
thing from the college’s 
mission, to its curriculum, 
to the college’s everyday 
operations, to its strategic 
planning, to how well the 
students learn. The self-
study also incorporated 
input from about 150 ad-
ministrators, faculty and 
students.

“You want it to be very 
inclusive and broad and 
people from all over the col-
lege,” Tapper said.

The professor said 
Middle States recognized 
LaGuardia for its honors 
program — in the last five 
years the college has dou-
bled its honors courses and 
the students participating 
have more than doubled 
— and its adult education 
program, which is the larg-
est in the City University of 
New York system.

It has also excelled for 
having its professors de-
veloping separate courses 
together, creating themes 
for a mutual curriculum 
and coordinating English 
classes with general educa-
tion classes for non-native 
speakers.

“We have a lot of evi-

dence that really increases 
success with the students,” 
Tapper said.

Middle States also 
commended the college for 
its assessment of students’ 
learning. Tapper said the 
college has tracked this 
in part through an anony-
mous database that allows 
faculty to compare thou-
sands of examples of stu-
dent work from the begin-
ning to the end of their time 
at LaGuardia to see how 
they have progressed.

Tapper said the self-
study has the dual function 
of proving the college is in 
compliance and with see-
ing where the college needs 
improvement. He said the 
college is making a major 
effort to improve its aca-
demic advising department 
in light of the study.

“So it does help set 
some of the agenda for the 
next five years,” he said.

More information 
about LaGuardia’s re-ac-
creditation can be found 
at lagcc.cuny.edu/mid-
dlestates.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

The innovative methods LaGuardia Community College uses to 
track how their students are learning from their first to final as-
signments helped it get reaccredited with the Middle States 
Association.

LaGuardia passes crucial higher education review
BY REBECCA HENELY

Long Island City’s La-
Guardia Community Col-
lege celebrated a successful 
re-accreditation with Mid-
dle States recently. Using 
a set of distinct standards, 
the nonprofit review asso-
ciation named the borough 
institution exceptional for 
its innovative programs 
and tracking of how much 
students are learning.

“LaGuardia received 
high marks during our 
critically important ac-
creditation process, one 
more sign of LaGuardia’s 
well-deserved reputation as 
a national leader in higher 
education,” LaGuardia 
President Dr. Gail Mellow 
said in a statement.

The Middle States As-
sociation judges whether 
schools in New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela-

ware, Maryland, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands are meeting their 
educational goals. Its Com-
mission on Higher Educa-
tion accredits colleges and 
universities.

LaGuardia, at 31-10 
Thomson Ave., has now re-
ceived its fourth re-accred-
itation with Middle States 
since it opened in 1971. Be-
fore receiving re-accredita-

tion, the college needed to 
go through a two-year self-
survey, which was headed 
by English professor Gor-
don Tapper.

“It was a great learn-
ing experience for me as a 
professor,” Tapper said. “It 
made me see how all the 
different parts of the col-
lege fit together.”

Tapper said the self-
review process included 14 
separate committees dedi-

TM

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]
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Based in Jamaica, Elm hurst Dairy 
is New York City’s last remain-
ing dairy plant. Founded in 1919 

by Max and Arthur Schwartz to bottle 
and deliver milk from their Queens farm 
to the surrounding neighborhood, the 
family-owned company distributes milk 
to 8,300 independent grocers citywide, as 
well as to every public school in the five 
boroughs.

Elmhurst Dairy purchases its milk 
from 150 farms in upstate New York, as 
well as from co-ops that represent hun-
dreds of small family farms. Seven days 
a week, the milk is transported in gleam-
ing tanker trucks to the Elmhurst Dairy 
plant, where it is quality checked, pas-
teurized, homogenized, packaged, and 
then delivered to customers.

“We believe we offer the freshest milk 
available in New York City — from our 
New York state farms to your New York 
City grocery store in just over 48 hours,” 
says Jay Valentine, Elmhurst Dairy’s vice 
president and general manager. “Most 
of the dairies supplying milk to the city 
are based out of state, so their product is 
spending more time on the road.”

Valentine also believes Elmhurst 
Dairy offers its customers a level of reli-
able, day-in, day-out service that big, na-
tional dairy companies are hard pressed 

to match.
“Our refrigerated delivery trucks 

travel through dozens of neighborhoods 
every day,” Valentine says. “We can pro-
vide regular deliveries of just a few cases 
of milk to small grocers, who simply don’t 
have much storage space.”

Elmhurst Dairy also helps out small 
businesses — and New York residents — 
in big ways.

“Thousands of New York’s working 
families shop at their corner stores for 
milk and other necessities,” says Valen-
tine. “If Elmhurst Dairy disappeared, 
small grocers and their customers would 

likely pay more for milk from large, out-
of-state distributors that prefer to deliver 
large orders to big-box retailers, ware-
house clubs, and supermarket chains.”

According to the company’s marketing 
director, Hannah Bernhardt, shoppers 
who buy local from Elmhurst Dairy are 
not only getting the freshest milk avail-
able, they are also supporting the local 
economy and helping the environment.

“Elmhurst Dairy employs more than 
240 people at our Jamaica plant and there 
are several hundred additional people 
who work for local distributors who de-
liver milk and depend on us for their live-

lihoods,” says Bernhardt. “When shop-
pers select milk from Elmhurst Dairy, 
they are supporting good jobs for their 
neighbors and reinvesting their dol-
lars in our community.” She adds that 
by sourcing milk from New York dairy 
farms, Elmhurst Dairy is supporting ag-
riculture within the state and is also re-
ducing the number of miles the milk has 
to travel to the city. 

“Fewer miles travelled means fewer 
truck emissions and cleaner air,” Bern-
hardt says. 

As the sole survivor of an estimated 60 
dairies that operated in New York City, 
Elmhurst Dairy remains committed to 
serving the city it has called home for 
generations. 

“There have been business challenges 
along the way, but the Schwartz family 
has continued to step up to the plate and 
support dairy and the jobs it represents,” 
says Valentine. “In turn, we appreciate 
the support of our fellow New Yorkers, 
who have helped us remain a part of the 
community for more than 90 years.”

Elmhurst Dairy [155-25 Styler Rd. 
off Liberty Avenue in Jamaica, Queens, 
(718) 526–3442, www.elmhurstdairy.
com]. Follow the dairy on Twitter, @
elmhurstdairy. 

Elmhurst Dairy: Providing milk for 
generations of New Yorkers

ADVERTISEMENT
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Texting while driving nets 3.3K offenses in Qns 
BY PHIL NEWMAN

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
has announced that more 
than 20,000 tickets — 3,334 
in Queens — were issued 
in New York state since 
the law against texting by 
motorists took effect a year 
ago.

The law makes us-
ing a handheld electronic 
device for activities such 
as texting while driving a 
primary traffic offense and 
giving law enforcement of-
ficials the power to halt mo-
torists solely for engaging 
in this activity.

The penalty for using a 
handheld device while driv-
ing was increased from two 
to three points on a license.

In the previous year, 
4,569 tickets for the same 
offense were issued state-
wide.

The report said 3,234 
tickets were issued in 
Brooklyn, 3,714 in Man-
hattan, 205 in Staten Is-
land, 900 in the Bronx, 505 

in Nassau County, 908 in 
Suffolk County and 720 in 
Westchester County.

“The major increase 
in tickets issued for tex-
ting while driving viola-
tions since this law went 
into effect demonstrates its 
usefulness in helping our 
law enforcement authori-
ties crack down hard on 
distracted driving,” Cuomo 
said. “Using a handheld 
device while driving puts 
other motorists in danger 
and can lead to tragic con-
sequences. These tickets 
should send a resounding 
message to all drivers: Keep 
your eyes on the road and 
your hands on the wheel. 
I thank the state police 
and local law enforcement 
agencies for their dedica-
tion to ensuring the safety 
of the people of the state of 
New York.”

The governor’s office 
said recent research has 
shown that motorists who 
use handheld devices while 
driving are four times 

more likely to be involved 
in a crash. The office said 
the behavior of such driv-
ers can be equivalent to 
that of drunk drivers at the 
threshold of the legal limit 
of .08 blood alcohol concen-
tration.

The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion attributed more than 
3,000 deaths last year to 
distracted driving, calling 
it a dangerous epidemic on 
America’s roadways.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced that more than 3,000 tickets were given out to drivers in Queens for 
texting while behind the wheel.

Keep your eyes 
on the road and 
your hands on 

the wheel.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo
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CAR DEALS
16 Pages

of

Automotive

Savings!

16 Pages

of

Automotive

Savings!

2012 BMW 5 Series

888-385-8435

888-385-8435

TOYOTA PRE-OWNED

BayRidgeNissan.com

888-801-9107

718-645-3550

KINGS
AUTOGROUP

866-483-8441

877-929-0880

516-285-8036

718-788-5900

888-293-0338

800 GO LEXUS 888-445-1693

BMWofBayside 

888-694-8853

866-7-CREDIT

BAY RIDGE LEXUS.COM

800-332-2074
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OFFER CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS & RESTRICTIONS..

208-12 NORTHERN BLVD.  
BAYSIDE, NY  11361

YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY

(866) 483-8441

EMPLOYEE
PRICING*

BAYSIDEVW.COMOMMOMCOCOSIDEVW.CSIDEVW.CSBAYSBAYSS OOCCSS MMMWWVVEEDDIIYAYAYABBB DDABB .
Come join the Bayside Volkswagen family!
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The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

BMW of Bayside

www.bmwbayside.com

DMV#7064401, DOCA #0905318. *Tax, title & MV fees additional. In-stock vehicles only.  Cannot be combined with any other offers. Must take delivery from dealer stock by 7/25/12. Photos are for illustration only.

Cars sold cosmetically as is. Not responsible for errors. � ©BMW of Bayside. All rights reserved.

BMWofBayside (877) 362-8295 or 24/7 at  bmwbayside.com
We speak your language Find us on Facebook and twitter

Pre-Owned Car Showroom, 214-27 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

BMW OF BAYSIDE 

Certified Perfection
Impressive Selection

For a pre-owned BMW to become certified, it has to go through a comprehensive certification process.

Only late-model BMWs with less than 60,000 miles are eligible to be certified. Qualifying vehicles then undergo a thorough inspection by a BMW-trained technician.  Systems and components-everything from

engine performance to the operation of the glove box-are meticulously checked. And of course, particular attention is paid to all the safety functions.

Every vehicle is checked and tested according to our comprehensive Certified Pre-Owned vehicle inspection checklist. While other luxury automakers boast about how many points their checklists may have,

we're more concerned with the quality of our checks and tests.  And since we believe that you should know its history, every Certified Pre-Owned BMW comes with a CARFAX® Vehicle History ReportTM.

What makes a pre-owned BMW a Certified Pre-Owned BMW?
Rigorous guidelines to start.

1.9%APR
Financing

BMW Pays Your 
First Two Payments

On select vehicles with approval.

College Grad
Program

On select vehicles with approval.

Save an 
additional $750

On select vehicles with approval.

As
Low

As

‘08 BMW 328i

$23,998
Titanium Silver/Black, Dakota Leather Upholstery,
One Owner, Sunroof, Stk#UB00102F, 42K Mi.

*

‘09 BMW 328i

$34,774
Alpine White/Black, One Owner, Nav, Heated
Leather Seats, Stk#UB00736F, 50K Mi.

*

‘09 BMW 328i xDrive

$26,774
Gray/Black, One Owner, Heated Seats,
Sunroof, Stk#UB00533F, 34K Mi.

*

‘09 BMW 528i xDrive

$34,988
Blue/Tan, One Owner, Moonroof, Nav,
Leather, Stk#UB00614F, 43K Mi.

*

‘09 BMW 328i xDrive

$30,688
Space Gray/Black, Heated Leather Seats,
Sunroof, Nav, Stk#UB00747F, 50K Mi.

*

‘10 BMW 528i xDrive

$36,787
Gray/Gray, One Owner, Leather Seats,
Sunroof, Stk#UB00636F, ONLY 24K Mi.

*

‘09 BMW 335i Coupe

$33,887
White/Black, Leather, Sunroof, Alloys,
Stk#UB00646F, 35K Mi.

*

‘09 BMW M6 Convertible

$69,737
Black/Black, One Owner, Heated Leather
Seats, Nav, Stk#UB00770F, 23K Mi.

*
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KingsVolkswagen.com

718-645-3550

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. Expires 7 days after publication. 
NYC DCA #0733891; NYS DMV #6241010. 

VOLKSWAGEN
Sales:  2448 Coney Island Avenue 

Service:  100 Neptune Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11223

KingsNissan.com

2758 Coney Island Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-3300

KINGS
NISSAN

KINGS
INFINITI

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. *up to 48 mos to qualified buyers on select
Certified Pre-Owned Nissans. NYC DCA #0671140, DCA # 1362991, NYS

DMV #7015016. Expires 7 days after publication. ‘

KingsInfiniti.com

20 Neptune Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-646-3331

Tax, tags & MV fees additional. NYC DCA #0414427, 
NYS DMV #7048732, 7104527. Expires 7 days after publication.  

Stk #27793P, V6, auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf,
leather, fog lights, white, 23,012 mi.

2003 VW  

JETTA

$7,997
Stk #087317, VIN #3M087317, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power,

cass/cd, moonrf, leather, alloys, 84,245 mi.

2009 NISSAN 

MURANO
S AWD

Stk #9688, VIN #9W134270, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, lugg rk, alloys,
blue, 50,270 mi.

2008  Infiniti
G35X 
AWD

$26,995BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

BUY
FOR

2011 Nissan

Versa ....................................$14,597
Stk #9737, VIN #9BL425260, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, p/winds/lks, cd, 47,841 mi.

2009 VW

Rabbit ..................................$14,997
Stk #0696, VIN #9W010696, 2 DR, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs, cd, alloys,

19,380 mi.

2009 Nissan

Altima ..................................$16,497
Stk #9675, VIN #9N400774, 4 cyl., auto, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs, cd, 31,366 mi.

2010 Nissan

Rogue AWD..........................$18,897
Stk #V434O, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, 13,702 mi.

2009 VW 

Passat....................................$19,997
Stk #VU71, VIN #9P006300, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, naviga-

tion, alloys, 33,344 mi.

2009 VW

Passat ..................................$20,997
Stk #VU67, VIN #9P010231, 4 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, alloys,

20,017 mi.

2009 Nissan

Murano S AWD ....................$21,997
Stk #9649, VIN #9W13353, 6 cyl., auto, p/s/b/winds/lks/mirrs, cd, alloys, 

27,523 mi.

2011 Nissan
Versa Hatchback ..................$12,995
Stk #9736, VIN #BL433235, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, frt/side airbags, silver,
47,501 mi.

2010 Nissan
Sentra SR ..................................$13,995
Stk #9783, VIN #AL641617, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, spoiler, alloys, silver,
9420 mi.

2009 Nissan
Altima 2.5S ................................$14,995
Stk #9682, VIN #9N405696, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, grey, 42,795 mi.

2009 Nissan
Rogue S AWD..........................$16,995
Stk #9678, VIN #9W190878, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, frt/side airbags, split
seats, silver, 24,251 mi.

2007 Honda
Fit Sport ..........................................$9,995
Stk #U4407, VIN #016851, 5 DR, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, alum whls, alloys,
red, 68,242 mi.
2010 Honda
Civic LX ........................................$15,997
Stk #3441, VIN #AE083441, 4 cyl., auto, all power, cd, alloys, spoiler, 
30,908 mi.
2006 Nissan
Armada SE 4x4 ......................$16,995
Stk #U4393, VIN #724102, 8 cyl., auto, all power, pwr seats, cd, fog lights, alum
whls, 3rd row, black, 65,761 mi.
2009 Nissan
Pathfinder LE............................$23,995
Stk #9795, VIN #9C614037, 6 cyl., auto, all power, pwr seats, cd, satellite radio,
moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, navigation, halogen headlights, fog lights, lugg rk, al-
loys, 3rd row, blue, 42,782 mi.

2006 Infiniti 
G37 AWD ........................$18,995
Stk #200346, 4 DR, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, naviga-
tion, grey, 79,871 mi.
2008 Infiniti
EX35 AWD ......................$24,995
Stk #36084, 5 DR, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, navigation,
black, 53,969 mi.
2008 Infiniti
M35X ..............................$31,995
Stk #652156, 5 DR, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, Bluetooth, naviga-
tion, alloys, white, 35,912 mi.
2009 Infiniti
FX35................................$32,995
Stk #155733, 5 DR, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf, leather, Blue-
tooth, navigation, alloys, roof rk, platinum graphite, 35,322 mi.
2011 Infiniti 
M37X ..............................$38,995
Stk #307882, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf, Bluetooth, navigation,
black, 32,783 mi.
2010 Infiniti 
QX56 AWD ......................$44,995
Stk #906112, 5 DR, 8 cyl., auto, all power, cd, moonrf, leather, lugg rk, fog lights,
DVD, navigation, chrome whls, burgundy, 25,008 mi.
2012 Infiniti
M37X AWD ......................$48,995
Stk #392644, 5 DR, V6, auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sunrf, leather, white,
5427 mi.

2008 Acura
MDX................................$29,995
Stk #515454, 6 cyl., auto, all power, cd, satellite radio, sun/moonrf, navigation, al-
loys, lugg rk, black, 25,157 mi.

LOADED CAR!

ONLY 5427 MILES!
MUST SEE!

$17,995
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AS LOW AS1.99% APR FINANCING AVAIL.*
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301 NORTH FRANKLIN ST.   
HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 

MON-THURS: 8:30AM-8:30PM
FRI: 8:30AM-7PM, SAT: 9AM-5PM

OPEN SUNDAYS: 11AM-5PM

*PLUS TAX, TITLE AND DEALER FEES. LEASE MILEAGE IS FOR 10,500 MI/YR (ADDITIONAL MILEAGE 20¢/MI.) IMAGES FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOS. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. OFFER ENDS 7/31/12. 

$229*

STK: 7158, FWD, AUTO, MSRP: $24,695, 
$1,999 down pymt, $3,043 due at signing, $12,220 total pymts. 

Security deposit waived. Plus tax, title, license & $595 bank fee. 

FWD, CD PLAYER W/6 SPEAKERS, 
SYNC, ALL WHEATER MATS, 2.5L 4CYL

(877) 929-0880

2013 FORD
ESCAPE S

2012 FORD FUSION SE
STK: 9209, MSRP: $23,665, $2,495 down pymt, 

$3,319 due at signing, $8,815 total pymts. 
Security deposit waived. Plus tax, title, license & $595 bank fee.

$99*

per month for 24 Mos

per month 

for 24 Mos

LEASE

STK: 8205, FWD, AUTOFWD, MSRP: $36,510, 
$2,495 down pymt, $3,389 due at signing, $10,266 total pymts. 

Security deposit waived. Plus tax, title, license & $595 bank fee. 

2012 FORD EXPLORER XLT$299*

per month 

for 24 Mos

LEASE

LEASE
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Sales
Event

BAY RIDGE LEXUS.COM
800-332-20746502 5th Ave, Brooklyn, NY

DMV#7048580, NYC DCA Lic.#903200

Must take delivery by 3 days after ad publication from dealer stock. Prices include delivery fee, dealer prep & any other costs to a consumer except tax, tags & registration fees. 
Total Due at Signing=Down payment + 1st month payment + Ref. Sec. Dep. Lessee responsible for excess wear & tear and maintenance. Purchase Option/Total payments/Bank 
fee/Down payment/Due at signing: ES=$25,381/$9334/$700/$2299/$3358, CT=$22,377.44/$8814/$700/$2950/$3989. Tier 1. Closed end leases. 10K miles per year @ $.25 over 

per mi. Pictures for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typo errors.

Over 200 
Pre-Owned 
Cars in Stock Like us on

Facebook

#BayRidgeLexus

Brand New 
2012

CT200h
1.8 liters, VVT-i, 134 hp, pwr 
steer/wdws/lks/seat/moonroof, 
a/c, leather, Prem Sound, 
CD player, Bluetooth, 
MSRP $32,908.
LEASE FOR

339
PerMo. 27 Mos. $2950 Down

$

Brand New 
2012

ES350
3.5 liter V6, 6 speed auto, pwr str/
wdws/lks/seat, a/c, moonroof, 
17” alloys, leather,  Prem Sound, 
CD changer, Bluetooth, 
MSRP $39,047.
LEASE FOR

359
PerMo. 27 Mos. $2299 Down

$

When a person fi rst 
earns a driver’s li-
cense, he’s earned 
more than just the 

right to legally operate an auto-
mobile. To many drivers, a driv-
er’s license is symbolic of free-
dom and self-suffi ciency.

The signifi cance of a driver’s 
license never truly dissipates, 
which makes it diffi cult for ag-
ing people to address their abili-
ties as a driver and whether or 
not they can still safely share the 
road with other motorists. Many 
drivers can safely stay behind 
the wheel well into their golden 
years, but others begin to recog-
nize their skills are starting to 
diminish as they approach se-
nior citizen status. For those who 
want help gauging their abilities 
as a driver, some self-examina-
tion can help.

Assess your eyesight
Healthy eyes are essential 

to being a safe driver, and driv-
ers can assess their eyesight in 
a number of ways. In addition to 

Assessing your abilities 
as an aging driver

Aging drivers should weigh a host of factors when determining if it 

is still safe for them to be on the road.

visiting an eye doctor for an eye 
examination, drivers should look 
for signs that they’re having dif-
fi culty with driving. If signs and 
street markings aren’t so easy to 
read anymore, you might need a 
new prescription for eyeglasses. 
When the glare of headlights at 
night makes it diffi cult to see, 
your driver’s seat might need to 
be adjusted or you might want to 
consider antiglare eyeglasses that 
make it easier to see at night.

Know your comfort level
Safe drivers are also comfort-

able drivers. To assess your com-
fort level as a driver, ask yourself 
the following questions before get-
ting back behind the wheel.

• Is it troublesome to look over 
your shoulder and change lanes?

• Has steering become diffi -
cult?

• Has your reaction time when 
switching from the gas pedal to 
the brake pedal decreased?

If you can answer “yes” to any 
of the questions above, then it 
could be that you’re beginning to 

lose strength, coordination and 
fl exibility, which can make it more 
diffi cult to operate a motor vehi-
cle. Answering “yes” doesn’t mean 
you have to give up your driver’s 
license. 

In fact, your doctor might be 
able to prescribe therapies or med-
icines or suggest a fi tness regimen 
that can make it easier for you to 
comfortably drive a car. In addi-
tion, if you’re having trouble steer-
ing or operating a motor vehicle 
in any way, you might just want to 
fi nd a vehicle that’s easier to drive, 
such as one with an automatic 
transmission that has power steer-
ing and brakes.

When assessing your comfort 
level, also examine your mental 
state while driving. If other driv-
ers make you uncomfortable or 
traffi c signs are confusing, this 
can make it diffi cult to safely op-
erate an automobile. Such feelings 
when driving could also be a side 
effect of a particular medication, 
so discuss the issue with your doc-
tor to see if that’s the case and if 
there are any alternatives.

Consider others’ concerns
Aging drivers are often the last 

to notice if their abilities behind 
the wheel are starting to dimin-
ish. Loved ones are often put in the 
position of talking to aging drivers 
about their abilities, and this can 
cause friction. If loved ones have 
expressed concern about your abili-
ties as a driver, honestly address 
these concerns, even if it’s initially 
hurtful or embarrassing to do so. 
Your loved ones are sharing their 
feelings out of genuine concern for 
your well-being, so don’t look at it as 

an assault on your self-suffi ciency. 
Some organizations, including 
the AARP and AAA, offer driving 
classes for mature drivers to help 
them more adequately handle the 
challenges aging drivers might 
face.

Aging drivers face obstacles 
they may or may not be prepared 
for. When such challenges arise, 
that doesn’t necessarily mean 
it’s time to stop driving entirely. 
Instead, honestly weigh a host 
of factors before deciding if it’s 
still safe for you to be behind the 
wheel. 
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0% FINANCING*
UP TO 36 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

2012 Nissan Sentra 2.0S

$119 $13,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, ABS, Keyless, 4-Way Adj. Front 
Seats, 140 HP 2L, Side Crtn Airbags, Tire 

Pressure Monitoring System

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH & $1,500 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,114 DUE@SIGNING, 
MSRP: $18,870, TT PYMTS/RES: $4,641/$11,888. 10 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 12112, VIN: 735203.

2012 Nissan Altima 2.5 S

$159 $17,595PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

$10,990BUY 
FOR 

ONLY

Auto, PM, PL, PB, Tilt Steering, A/S 
Radials, Halogen Headlights, CC,  

A/C, CD 2.5L 175HP

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS 0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH & $1,500 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,154 DUE AT SIGNING, 
MSRP: $21,350, TT PYMTS/RES: $6,201/$13,499. 2 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE, MODEL: 13112, VIN: 172710.

5 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE, MODEL: 11152, VIN: 920133

†With scheduled maintenance. *0% financing available in lieu of rebates. All offers subject to dealer primary lender approval. Must present ad to receive special financing.  No prior deals 
applicable. Closed end lease. Lease includes 10k miles/year. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear/maintenance and mileage ($0.15/addtl mile). All offers: Prices include all costs except 
tax, tags & DMV fees. All rebates/incentives to dealer and subject to tax. Must present this ad to receive special offer. Advertised offers cannot be combined with any other discount/special. 
Offers expire 7/23/12. Consumer Affairs Lic.: 884799 FID: 7054638.

2012 Nissan Rogue S AWD

$179 $18,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, ABS, 4 CYL, A/C, AM/FM/CD, 
CC, PW, PL, PM, Tilt Steering, Traction 

Control & Side Curtain Airbags

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH & $1,000 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,174 DUE@SIGNING, 
TOTAL PAYMENTS/RES: $6,981/$14,957, MSRP: $22,530. 22 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 22212, VIN: 399818

2012 Nissan Murano S

$259 $23,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, 6 CYL, Dual Air Bags,  
A/C, Alloys, PW, PL, ABS, CD

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH & $1,500 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,254 DUE@SIGNING, TT 
PYMTS/RES: $10,101/$16,400, MSRP: $29,610. 2 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE, MODEL: 23112, VIN: 103147

2012 Nissan Maxima SV

$279 $28,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, 290 HP 3.5L V6, 18” Alloys, ABS, 
Sunroof, Bose Stereo, Leather, Intelligent 
Key, Dual Zone A/C, Push Button Ignition

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH AND $2,000 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,274 DUE@SIGNING, 
TT PYMTS/RES: $10,881/$18,409, MSRP: $33,025. 10 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 16212, VIN: 851343.

2012 Nissan Pathfinder S 4x4

$269 $25,595PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, A/C, AM/FM/CD, 3rd Row  
Seat, PW, PL, PM, Alloys

INCLUDES $250 CAPTIVE CASH & $2,000 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,264 DUE@SIGNING, 
MSRP: $31,810, TT PYMTS/RES: $10,491/$15,587. 10 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 25012, VIN: 601979.

2012 Nissan Versa S.

STARNISSANOFBAYSIDE.COM
GET THE BEST DEALS UNDER THE SUN

Toll-Free: 888-445-1693
206-02 Northern Blvd. Bayside, NY • Corner of Clearview Expwy. & Northern Blvd.

SCAN
i

LIFETIME OIL CHANGES
WITH EVERY NEW CAR PURCHASE!†
starnissanofbayside.com QR 

CODE
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TOYOTA

Winner of the 2011 
President’s Award

Complimentary maintenance plan with roadside
assistance with every vehicle delivered.
Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25K miles,
whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or
commercial fleet. See participating dealer for complete plan details.
Valid only in the continental United States and Alaska.

257 N. Franklin St, Hempstead, NY 11550 1-888-385-8435
Rebates are taxable & tax is paid by consumer, then assigned to dealer. Lease loyalty: must currently lease a Toyota. Offers can not be combined. Lessee responsible for maintenance, repair & excess wear & tear & excess mile charges. Must take same day

delivery from dealer stock. Must lease thru Toyota Financial Services to qualify for lease bonus cash. All prices exclude tax, tag & title & include dealer fees.* Exp 7/23/12

MillenniumToyota.com
TOYOTA

53/46
City/Hwy MPG!

It’s Here... The All New
2012 TOYOTA
PRIUS C

On New 2012 Corolla & RAV4 leases only. $1000 rebate with new Toyota Corolla purchase or lease from now til 1/2/13. Plus additional $1000 lease bonus cash provided by New
York region between now and 7/31/12. Must have graduated within the past 2 years or will within next 6 mos. Cannot combine with Toyota lease cash. Exp. 7/31/12

On new 2012 Tundra, Prius Plug-in & $500 on new 2012 Venza, RAV4 & Camry

$2000Up toUp to

New 2012 Toyota COROLLA
Auto, Air, Dual Airbags, AM/FM/CD

36 mo. lease, $1999 due at inception, plus tax, title,registration and $650 bank fee. No security
deposit required. With excellent credit (720 score). 12k mi. per year, 15¢ each additional mi. 

FINANCING ON 8 MODELS!

$15,888Buy
For

$25,998Buy
For

$26,998Buy
For

$19,688Buy an
L for

$149*

36 mo. lease, $2399 due at inception, plus tax, title,registration and $650 bank fee. No security
deposit required. With excellent credit (720 score). 12k mi. per year, 15¢ each additional mi. 

$20,488

36 mo. lease, $2999 due at inception, plus tax, title,registration and $650 bank fee. No security
deposit required. With excellent credit (720 score). 12k mi. per year, 15¢ each additional mi.

36 mo. lease, $2999 due at inception, plus tax, title,registration and $650 bank fee. No security
deposit required. With excellent credit (720 score). 12k mi. per year, 15¢ each additional mi. 

36 mo. lease, $1999 due at inception, plus tax, title,registration and $650 bank fee. No security
deposit required. With excellent credit (720 score). 12k mi. per year, 15¢ each additional mi. 

0%

Buy a new
2011 for

$750 Toyota Lease Loyalty Rebate

4x4, 6 Cylinder 

New 2012 Toyota SIENNA

Brand New 2012 Toyota
PRIUS 2 HYBRID

APR

New 2012 Toyota RAV4
FWD, Auto, 4 Cyl., Air, PW/L, AM/FM, Keyless

$1000

Up to 36 mos. on new 2012 Corolla, Prius Plug-in, Avalon & Sienna 60 mos. on new 2012 Venza, Rav4, Highlander & Tundra. $0 down w/excellent credit (tier1). 

NEW 2012 TOYOTA
PRIUS PLUG IN
Auto, Air, Power Windows, 
Power Locks, 
AM/FM, Keyless

$379Lease Per Mo
36 mo. lease, $2399 due at inception, plus tax, title,registration and $650 bank fee. No security

deposit required. With excellent credit (720 score). 12k mi. per year, 15¢ each additional mi. 

Lease an LE

$199*

Lease for

$259*

Lease for

$189*

Lease a 4WD for

$279*

Lease an LE for

$500
Toyota

Customer Cash

$750
Toyota

Customer Cash

New 2012 Toyota CAMRY LE
Auto Air, Dual Airbags, AM/FM, Split Fold Rear Seats

Up to 60 months with 60 monthly payments of
$16.69 per $1000 borrowed. $0 down w/excellent

credit (tier1). May affect final selling price.

FINANCING1.9% APR

New 2012 Toyota HIGHLANDER
FWD, 4 Cyl., Auto, Air, P/W/L, AM/FM, Keyless$750

Toyota
Customer Cash

$22,498Buy
For

ELIGIBLE COLLEGE
GRADS CAN SAVE

TOYOTA LEASE
BONUS CASH

Automatic, 
Air Conditioning, 

Power W/L, 
AM/FM, Keyless Entry

Auto, 4 Cyl., Air
Conditioning, P/W/L,
AM/FM, Bluetooth, 

Keyless Entry
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*Based on 2011 year to date. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive advertised specials. As of submission, all cars are in stock. Prices exclude tax, tags, title and
include dealer fees. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All ad vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Advertised specials cannot be combined. Exp.7/23/12TOYOTA PRE-OWNED

Indoor Pre-owned Showroom

1-888-385-8435
MillenniumToyota.com

257 N. Franklin St. Hempstead, NY
Monday- Friday 9-9 • Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 11-6 

Minutes from Queens! 
Se habla espanol

OTHER MAKES & MODELS

$6,988
Auto, Air, 55k mi, #UT38701T

2002 TOYOTA
COROLLA LE

$7,988
Auto, Air, 57k mi, #UT38693T

2002 TOYOTA
COROLLA LE

$11,988
Auto, Air, PW/PL, Alloys, 21k mi, #UT38442T  

2010 FORD
FOCUS

$9,988
Auto, Air, 84k mi,#UT38512T

2005 NISSAN
ALTIMA

Auto, Air, 24k mi, #UT38699T

$13,988
5Spd, Air, S/R, Alloys, 12k mi, #UT38521T  

2009 HONDA
CIVIC EX CPE

$26,988
4Matic, Auto, Air, Lthr, Alloys, S/R, 29k mi, #UT38575T

2008 MERCEDES-BENZ
E350

$12,988
2009 SCION

XD

$12,988
Auto, Air, All Pwr, CD, 49k mi, #UT38170T

2009 TOYOTA
COROLLA LE

$14,988
Auto, Air, 29k mi, #UT38404O

2009 TOYOTA
CAMRY LE

$16,988
V6, Auto, Air, PW/PL, 69k mi, #UT38540T

2008 TOYOTA
HIGHLANDER

$15,988
Auto, Air, PW/PL, 66k mi, #UT38635I 

2007 TOYOTA
PRIUS

$17,988
Auto, Air, Lthr, S/R, NAV, 23k mi, #UT38583T  

2006 TOYOTA
AVALON LTD.

$20,988
V6, Auto, Air, Alloys, S/R, 31k mi, #UT38236I

2010 TOYOTA
RAV4 SPORT

$18,988
V6, Auto, Air, P/L, Alloys, 34k mi, #UT38396O

2009 TOYOTA
HIGHLANDER

$22,988
Auto, Air, All Pwr, 4k mi, #UT38273T

2011 TOYOTA
PRIUS

$20,988
Auto, Air, All Pwr, Alloys, 36k mi, #UT38568O

2009 TOYOTA
VENZA

$31,988
Auto, Air, S/R, Alloys, 3rd Row, 22k mi, #UT38608T 

2011 TOYOTA
4RUNNER

2.9%FINANCINGAPR
Up to 60 mos. on all certified vehicles. $0 down available  w/excellent credit (720) score.

0% FINANCINGAPR
36 mos. on all certified vehicles, $15,000 max to finance w/excellent credit (720) score.

7 Year/100,000 Mi. Limited Powertrain Warranty

*

**

Buy
For

$9,988
Manual, Air, Spolier, Sunroof, Alloys, 73k mi, #UT38431T

2008 HONDA
CIVIC CPE
Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

Buy
For

MANY MORE TO CHOOSE! 

31 MPG HWY35 MPG HWY
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*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subj. to change without notice. Pymnts incl. all incentives. All adv. pricing incl all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. Must take deliv. from dealer’s stock by 07/31/12.
Total Pymnts / Purchase Opt. - Terrain: $8736/$16,263; Verano: $5772/$17,899; Rebates: Terrain: Bonus Cash $2000 Lease Conquest if qual. Verano: $1000 Competitive Lease if qual. Advertised Leases based on 10k per yr/20¢ over-
age, All lease prices must be financed thru dealer to qual. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear/maint. Photos are for illust.purp. only. Not resp. for typo errors. §See dealer for details and credit qual. NYC DCA #0927744. DMV FAC #7070432.

li & M k d li f d l ’ k b 0 /31/12

888 293 0338
3211 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY
Mon-Thurs: 9-8 • Friday: 9-7  • Saturday: 9-5 • Se Habla Español

Large Selection of  
Quality Pre-Owned
Vehicles in Stock!

Milea would like to give thanks… 
Bring us your City ID when looking for a new or pre-owned 

vehicle and receive our City Employee Discount!

anksMiMiMiilllelea wwoulllldddddd llililililikkkew to giiiveveve thahato

ts incl. all incentives. All adv. pricing incl all costs to be paid by a co
C $ C f $

3
M

i l ll i i All d i i i l ll b id b

4dr, 4 cylinder, automatic, power steering/ABS/windows/door 
locks/mirrors/sunroof, A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar w/turn-by-
turn Navigation, ABS, cloth interior, tilt wheel, cruise control, 
Bluetooth, FWD. 2 Available. MSRP $25,570. Due at signing: 
$2012 down+1st pymnt+bank fee+tax.

NO SEC.
DEPOSIT

$148�Per Mo.
39 Mos.

Lease
For

New 2012 BUICK VERANO

AWD, 5 doors, 4 cylinder, automatic, power steering/ABS/
windows/locks/mirrors/seat, A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar w/turn-by-turn 
Navigation, Bluetooth, tilt wheel, cruise control, remote keyless entry, 
rear vision camera, alloy wheels. Stk#12201, MSRP $28,120. Due at 
signing: $2012 down+1st pymnt+bank fee+tax.

NO SEC.
DEPOSIT

$224� Per Mo.
39 Mos.

Lease
For

New 2012 GMC TERRAIN SLE1

MileaBuickGMC.com

THANK YOU NEW YORK!

N 2012 GMC TERRAIN SLE1 New 2012 BUICK VERANO

72 MOS
on select models.§

up
to

Ask anyone who has 
taken an extended road 
trip what a car looks 
like post-trip and vi-

sions of food stains, trash, and 
other not-so-pretty things might 
soon appear. But it doesn’t al-
ways take a road trip to create 
a messy interior. Ordinary day-
to-day living can lead to stains, 
scratches, clutter, and more.

Many interior messes can be 
cleaned up, but taking a proac-
tive approach to interior clean-
liness can save time and frus-
tration. These are a few ways to 
keep the car clean and minimize 
damage.

Detail the interior
There are many products on 

the market that can be applied to 
the dashboard and other trims 
around the car. For the most 
part, these are leather condition-
ing treatments or vinyl coatings 
that help prevent cracking or 
drying out of the materials. They 
also impart a nice shine onto the 
trimwork, and alleviate fi nger 
smudges and other eye sores.

Using a shop vacuum is a 
smart way to clean the carpet-
ing and mats, as well as catch 

crumbs and other dirt that can 
end up staining the seats of the 
car. A shop vac has more horse-
power than a regular vacuum 
and will draw dirt out more eas-
ily.

If you have leather seats, use a 
mild soap and water solution and 
dampen a cloth to wipe down the 
seats. The same solution can be 
used on the plastic components, 

such as cup holders and storage 
areas. Use a dry cloth to dry and 
buff out any streaks. There are 
leather seat protector products 
available, and upholstered seats 
can be protected with a scotch 
guard-type product.

Create a dirt barrier
Carpeted mats are meant to 

make the car interior appear 

sleek and refi ned. Yet, many 
times, these mats can get soiled 
quite quickly. A good investment 
is to purchase vinyl or plastic 
mats that have a raised perim-
eter that will trap any dirt or 
liquid (like melted snow) on the 
mat. Then the mats can be easily 
removed and hosed off.

Along the same lines, car seat 
covers can be bought that will 
serve as a barrier between dirt, 
crumbs, fur, and anything else 
that would normally become em-
bedded in the upholstery. There 
are kick mats that can be placed 
on the rear side of front seats. 
This way, if kids in the back put 
their feet up on the seats or have 
a tendency of kicking, they won’t 
dirty the seats.

If your car has a trunk, con-
sider lining it with an imper-
meable material that can ab-
sorb spills and catch dirt. With 
the spring planting season just 
around the corner, you don’t 
want the topsoil or fertilizer 
spilling into the carpet-lined 
trunk making a mess. For SUV 
drivers, a mat or liner can be in-
stalled in the cargo area. Check 
with your dealership or an after-

market retailer if there are prod-
ucts specifi cally designed for 
this purpose. Otherwise a blan-
ket, absorbent sheet, etc., can be 
used in a pinch.

Clean off before driving
The warm-weather season is 

one full of frolicking in parks or 
seaside. Be sure to stomp shoes 
clean of sand and dirt before 
entering the car. Pay special at-
tention to the cleanliness of pets 
and children’s feet before enter-
ing the car.

Get a trash receptacle
In a perfect world, there 

would be no eating and drinking 
in a car and no chance for food 
and beverages to spill. However, 
many people fi nd from time to 
time that they need a snack or 
a refreshment in the car. Avoid 
a mess by having a small bag 
or trash can to collect the rem-
nants of the meal so they don’t 
end up on the fl oor or seats. Look 
for drinks with straws and cov-
ers for easier drinkability in the 
car. Only allow foods that won’t 
cause major stains if spilled, 
such as water and dry snacks. 

Keeping a car’s interior clean

Avoid a mess by having a small bag or trash can to collect the rem-

nants of the meal so they don’t end up on the fl oor or seats. 
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Leases subject to lender approval Tier 1. Tax & DMV fees add’l. No sec dep. Total due at signing: $99=$1994; $149=$744; $239=$834; $275=$870. 12k mi/yr. 20¢ ea add’l mi. Dealer contribution may vary and could affect actual lease payment. Lessee respon for excess wear & maint. 

‡On select modles with approved credit. Must take delivery from dealer stock by 7/31/12. Pre-owned vehicles subject to prior sale.

www.SouthShoreHonda.com704 W.Merrick Rd.
Valley Stream

1/2 mi. from Queens border

Mon-Thu 9-9
Fri 9-8; Sat 9-7; 

Sun 11-5

2011

516-285-8036

Automatic Transmission, P/Windows, 
P/Locks, CD.

Lease For

$149 Per Mo.

36 Mos.*

New 2012 HONDA 
ACCORD LX 4-DR

Automatic Transmission, P/Windows, 
P/Locks, CD.

Lease For

$239 Per Mo.

36 Mos.*

New 2012 HONDA 
CR-V LX 4WD

Automatic Transmission, P/Windows, 
P/Locks, CD.

Lease For

$275

$11995

Per Mo.

36 Mos.*

New 2012 HONDA 
PILOT LX 4WD

Front Brake Special

With Coupon. Regular Price 140.00

2008 HONDA 
ACCORD EXL

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
23k mi. Stk# 16876 

$15,995

2008 HONDA 
ACCORD EXL

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
23k mi. Stk# 16564 

$15,995

2011 HONDA 
CRV SE 
Auto, PW, PL, CD.

16k mi. Stk# 17774 

$19,995

2008 HONDA 
ACCORD EX V6

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
35k mi. Stk# 17068 

$15,395
2008 HONDA 

ACCORD EXL V6
Auto, PW, PL, CD.

32k mi. Stk# 16893 

$15,995

2009 HONDA 
ACCORD EXL

Auto, PW, PL, CD, Nav.
32k mi. Stk# 17894 

$17,495
2008 HONDA 
ODYSSEY EXL

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
46k mi. Stk# 17991 

$21,995

2009 HONDA 
CIVIC SI

Auto, PW, PL, CD.
32k mi. Stk# 17599 

$17,495

$99 Per Mo.
39 Mos.*

New 2012 HONDA 
CIVIC LX 4-DR

Take care of your brakes, 
come in today.

• Replace front brake pads with
Honda Genuine parts.

• Inspect front/rear discs and calipers
(or rear drums and cylinders)*

• Check brake fluid
(Disc resurfacing/replacement, wheel

cylinder & caliper repair & master
cylinder replacement extra if nec.

Prices may vary by model. Plus taxes and fees where applicable. Please present
coupon during write-up. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires 7/31/12

Discount on Vehicle Service
Why we’re the easy choice; convenient hours, competitive prices,
Honda trained technicians, factory technical support and Honda

Genuine Parts. Why trust anyone else?

$10.00 Discount on purchases from $75.00-$99.00
$20.00 Discount on purchases from $100.00-$149.00
$25.00 Discount on purchases from $150.00-$199.00
$35.00 Discount on purchases from $200.00 or more

Prices may vary by model. Plus taxes and fees where applicable. Please present
coupon during write-up. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires 7/31/12

$6495
Keep Your Honda Driving Like New!

With Coupon. Regular Price $80.00

Our Honda-Trained technicians will
perform your transmission service:

• Check and fill with Genuine
Honda fluid

•Check operation of transmission

• Check trans axle seals & gaskets
for leaks

Prices may vary by model. Plus taxes and fees where applicable. Please present
coupon during write-up. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires 7/31/12

$2495
Oil Change, W/Multi-Point Inspection

With Coupon. Regular Price 34.95

In addition to providing top-quality
oil and a Honda Genuine oil filter,
we’ll check and adjust all of your
vehicles vital fluids and perform a

Free multi-point inspection.
Competitively priced. Honda-

trained technicians and Honda
Genuine Parts-Why take your

Honda anywhere else?

Prices may vary by model. Plus taxes and fees where applicable. Please present
coupon during write-up. Not to be combined with other discounts. Expires7/31/12

Automatic Transmission, P/Windows, 
P/Locks, CD.

Lease For

$0
DOWN

PAYMENT

$0
DOWN

PAYMENT

$0
DOWN

PAYMENT

0%
APR

60 MONTHS‡
UP TO



38
C

A
R

 D
E

A
L
S

 •
 T

IM
ES

 L
ED

GE
R, 

JU
LY

 19
-2

5,
 2

01
2

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

Offers exp 3 days after pub. Price incl dlr prep & any cost except tax, tags, DMV fees & reg fees. Leases incl 12k mi per yr, add’l mi at 18¢ per mi. Lessee resp. for maint. excess wear. Prices refl ect all avail incentives to dlr. Must 
be approv. by prim lender Tier 0. Tier 1 Sign & Drive. Total paymts/Due at Sign: Altima=$2856/$895; Maxima=$11,271/$895; Rogue=$7761/$895; Murano=$11,271/$895. Due at signing=$0 1st mo. paymt+$0 Down pymt+$0 
Security Dep+$895 Acq fee. Closed end leases. Must be from dlr stock. Offers can’t be combined with other offers. ‡Restrictions apply. See dlr for details. Not resp for typos. Prices and availability subject to change from time of pub.

0%
APR0%

APR0%
APR0%

APR

David Ricardo Steve Craig

Buy
 For

$17,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$25,699
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$27,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$20,499
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ALTIMA 2.5
Model#13012, 
VIN#255769, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, 
MSRP $21,350, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$109
Per Mo. 24 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ROGUE S
Model#22212, 
VIN#714436, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, AWD, MSRP 
$22,775, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

      $169
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MAXIMA S
Model#16112, 
VIN#808065, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$239
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MURANO
Model#23112, 
VIN#108467, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, FWD, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$249
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

HERE’S WHY YOU SHOULD BUY WITH US:
• Trade In Any Honda, Toyota, or Hyundai, 

and Get an Additional $2000!
• We Make Your Last 5 Payments — Any Make, Any Model

• Free Bluetooth w/Navigation  • 8 Year Maintenance Package
• 8 Year / 120 Mile Extended Warranty*

BayRidgeNissan.com
5th Ave. and 65th St., Brooklyn 888.801.9107DMV#7076824 NYCDCA Lic. #698282

Fuel prices have traditionally been 
at their highest during the sum-
mer months. That’s unfortunate 
for vacationers and road trip en-

thusiasts who must budget the cost of fuel 
into their vacation expenses. Those costs 
can be considerable, especially if gas con-
tinues to hover around $4 per gallon as it 
has for much of 2012.

But as costly as gas has become, drivers 
can still mitigate those costs by employing 
a few strategies aimed at increasing their 
driving effi ciency. The following are a few 
ways drivers can offset high fuel costs re-
gardless of the time of year.

• Maintain a consistent speed. Though 
it might be hard to maintain a consistent 
speed when driving during rush hour, it 
should not be too diffi cult to do so when 
hitting the open road. If most of your driv-
ing is done on the highway, go easy on your 
engine by maintaining a consistent speed. 
The easier you are on the engine, the less 
taxed that engine will be and the less fuel 
it will need as a result. If going on a long 
road trip or if your daily commute in-
volves long stretches of highway driving, 
rely on your vehicle’s cruise control func-
tion to make things easier on your engine 

Four ways to conserve fuel 
Stop paying so much at the pump with these tips 

Drivers can employ several strategies to conserve fuel and save money at the increas-

ingly costly gas pump.

and conserve fuel.
• Don’t drive when you can walk or bike. 

It might sound simple, but the best way to 
conserve fuel is not to use it at all. During 
the warmer months, walk or ride your bi-
cycle when performing local errands. This 

is especially benefi cial during the sum-
mer, when gas prices are typically higher. 
Save a few gallons of gas by running er-
rands on foot or on your bicycle. If a physi-
cal condition makes it hard for you to walk 
or bike, make use of public transportation 

when you need to travel locally.
• Obey the speed limit. The open road 

entices many drivers to put the pedal to 
the metal, but driving over the speed limit 
is both illegal and expensive. The U.S. De-
partment of Energy notes that drivers pay 
an additional $0.31 per gallon for every 
fi ve miles they drive over 60 mph. Since 
gas prices have already hovered around 
$4 per gallon for much of the year, drivers 
would be wise to obey the speed limit and 
conserve their fuel as well as their money.

• Don’t make your vehicle into a travel-
ing closet. Many drivers keep excess mate-
rials in their cars, whether it’s a cooler for 
picnics, a set of golf clubs, or an old baby 
stroller. Excess weight will rear its ugly 
head at the pump. The Department of En-
ergy notes than an extra 100 pounds in a 
vehicle can reduce its miles per gallon by 
as much as two percent. Before hitting the 
highway, check your trunk and the back-
seat and remove any unnecessary items.

Drivers spend a considerable amount 
of money at the gas pump each week. But 
a few simple strategies to conserve fuel 
can save money and help the planet at the 
same time. 



39
J

ULY 19-25, 2012, TIM
ES L

EDGER • C
A

R
 D

E
A

L
S

WE WILL GET YOUR

CREDIT
APPROVED!

OR WE PAY YOU

$300

GUARANTEED

CREDIT
APPROVAL

SE HABLA
ESPAÑOL

If You’ve Been Turned Down Or Had Problems
At Any Car Dealership In The Past...

WE CAN HELP!

Just call us 
Toll-Free: 1-866-7-CREDIT

W e  H a v e  A  N a t i o n w i d e  N e t w o r k  O f  L e n d e r s  

W h o  W i l l  W o r k  To  F i n d  Yo u  T h e  L o w e s t  R a t e  

A n d  D o w n  P a y m e n t  P o s s i b l e .

§

§Approval guarantee based on verifiable income of $1200 per month & Area residency of 12 months. Must have valid drivers license.

FREE
CREDIT REPAIR

& IDENTITY
THEFT GUARD*

FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR LOAN

Rebuild your credit

while you DRIVE.

Even if you don't qualify

for the vehicle you prefer,

we will still get you on the

road to credit worthiness..

NO PURCHASE
NECESSARY!

*1 YEAR CREDIT PROTECTION FREE

WITH NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

"We Finance Your FUTURE...
Not your Past."

• Prior Repossessions and Discharged 

Chapter 7, 11 & 13 Bankruptcies

• Divorce • First-Time Buyer 

• New In This Country • Tax IDs

• Late Payments • Past Medical Billing Problems 

• YOU ARE APPROVED!
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Motorcycles have been around 
for decades, and so have riding 
enthusiasts. Through all of the 
innovations and motorcycle de-

sign changes, safety while riding remains 
of the utmost importance.

Very often, motorcycle accidents are at-
tributed to lack of rider skill. The National 
Highway Traffi c Safety Administration says 
that there are roughly four million regis-
tered motorcycle riders on American road-
ways. There may be many others who are 
unlicensed and still hop on a motorcycle as a 
preferred mode of transportation.

There are several advantages to motor-
cycles. With some models, motorcycles offer 
a ride with good fuel economy. Cycles take up 
less space than cars, and they can be easier to 
park and maintain in an urban setting.

The administration’s statistics indicate 
that motorcycle fatalities make up around 
fi ve percent of all traffi c fatalities. Eighty 
percent of motorcycle accidents result in in-
jury or death, compared to the roughly 20 
percent of other vehicles. That’s due to the 
minimal protection the vehicle provides. 
This further emphasizes the necessity to 
properly and safely operate a motorcycle to 
avoid accidents in the fi rst place.

Riding safely fi rst involves purchasing a 
bike that is the right size and power for the 
rider. Larger bikes can be heavy and riders 
who are small in stature may not be able to 
maneuver or lift the motorcycle, should it 

Motorcycle safety 
prevents accidents

fall over. Also, riders should choose bikes 
that fi t their lifestyles. For instance, a trail 
bike will not be safe on a highway.

It is a good idea to enroll in a motorcycle 
safety course if it’s your fi rst experience 
with a bike. This course will give invalu-
able tips regarding maneuvering, learning 
about operating the cycle, defensive driving 
techniques, and other tips specifi c to motor-
cycles. For example, intersections are one 
place on a roadway where many accidents 
take place. Bike riders should try to enter 
an intersection with a larger vehicle on the 
right of the motorcycle, or at least in the 
left-most lane to provide a space cushion 
from oncoming traffi c.

Of course, protective clothing and equip-
ment are essential to minimize injuries if 
an accident should occur. Helmets, gog-
gles, boots, long pants, jackets, and the like 
should be worn at all times. Injuries can of-
ten be prevented with protective gear, but 
many riders still don’t embrace such gear.

Another important safety tip is to rec-
ognize that traveling with another passen-
ger is much more diffi cult to do than riding 
alone. A passenger can throw off the bal-
ance of the bike and add weight, two factors 
that may be different from what the rider is 
used to. Before taking another passenger 
out for a spin, riders should be extremely 
experienced in handling the bike and profi -
cient in all controls and safety maneuvers.

Here are some other 
safety tips motorcycle 

riders can heed
• Treat other motorists with 
courtesy.
• Do not tailgate.
• Do not cut through the middle 
of lanes or pass cars on the 
right while traffi c is stopped.
• Be especially alert at intersections.
• Use signals whenever appropriate.
• Avoid driving during inclement
weather.
• Assume the motorcycle is invisible
to other drivers; position yourself to
be seen.
• Avoid sudden braking or turning.
• Maintain a safe distance between
vehicles.
• Use headlights during nighttime
and daytime hours.
• Watch the road surface to anticipate
potential hazards.
Following safe driving methods   

helps prevent motorcycle-related acci-
dents, injuries, and death. 

Manfredi “Toys of Summer” contest winner Jennifer Rhatigan, her husband 

Mike, and son Zack‚ all from South River, New Jersey‚ celebrate in front of 

their new 2012 Jeep Cherokee Larado 4x4.

New set of wheels
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$34,887
White/Parchment, ONLY 20K mis., Premium Package

2010 RX350

RALLYE NEW CAR LEASE SPECIALS

per month, for 27 months, $2,299 down*

$359‘12  
ES350

per month, for 27 months, $3,125 down*

$429‘13 RX350  
FWD

per month, for 27 months, $2,350 down*

$559‘13 GS350  
AWD

*Due at signing: ES350= $2,999, �������	
��������������	
������������������������!"#%����&��'(��!"#%����)�+"-����"�����'��.�����4"�6�.����&��%8�.�����'�����������"����;���;)���������"��<�>����������?@���������	
���@�@?����������	
������B)�@�C��%������!���#�"�����HI%�)�"�����'�"�)�J�)�K��L���
���"����;�"8"��"4���'��"���M���������L��NO(����Q�-���8�T������.'���!��'����%'��T�)���4U�����'��������"!!�'8"�)�VVY'��Q�-������������)�
�"���Z���@��)

��QQ[>�L�>NO	Y>
�\�Y��>�]���L>M^�Q�� 2.9% 
�����Y���"��\��"�'�	T���I+"����	
����������!���ONLY 22K mi.���6Z@@?��!**�)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))�@?����
�����Q����_���IM"�T%�����L��%��%�L6;)����'���M��%"��NM'���'����"�����?C�%�)���6Z@@??B!�))))))))))))$21,000
2006 RX330 ���8��I���#��NAV��b�"������'�����"����L��%��%�L����L6;)����C�%�)���6Z@@?�?!�))))))))))))$24,000
��@@�b'��"�M�Nl�>��Q����#I���#�Q�"�T����NAV��\''��''.��ONLY 14K mi.���6Z@@??!**�)))))))))))$24,000
���?�>��������8��I���#��NAV��b�"����&�l�����"������'�����"������C�%�)���6Z@@?�!�)))))))))))))))))))))))))))$25,000
2007 GS350 �����IM"�T%�����NAVIGATION��Q�"�T�����"��+��%���BC�%�)���6Z@@�?�!�)))))))))))))))))))$26,000
2010 RX350 Black/Parchment, Premium Package, Sunroof, ONLY 23K mi.���6Z@@��!�))))))))))))))))))))) $33,000
2010 RX350 Black/Black, NAVIGATION��M'%.'���L6;)��b�"������'�����"������C�%�)���6Z@@��?!�))))))$35,000
2010 GS350 ���8��I���#��NAVIGATION��_"�6Nx!�M"%��"����C�%�)���6Z@@���!�))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))) $36,000 
���B��M���Black/Black, NAVIGATION��\"�6�Q�8���'�������'����C�%�)���6Z@@?��!�))))))))))))))))))))))��?����

1-800 GO LEXUS�y��"��#���-��)�'%
���M��"���("%!��'"����������M'8�

�'����'%'��'()
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Discover your true potential
at LIU Brooklyn

Learn about our over 200 
undergraduate and graduate 
programs and tour our beautiful
11-acre campus located in the
heart of Downtown Brooklyn.

For more information about our
upcoming express decision 
day, campus tours and 
information sessions please 
visit liu.edu/brooklyn/visit

Express Decision Day:
July 21 • 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

liu.edu/brooklyn

by Pepsi magnate Thom-
as Elmezzi and his wife 
Jeanne.

Michael Dolmatch, a 
spokesman for Zone 126, 
said 41 people submitted 
grant applications to Zone 
126, but only 14 were select-
ed and the awards were dis-
tributed at a Community 
Grants Awards Ceremony 
held at the Astoria Tenants 
Association July 10. Win-
ners received funds of be-
tween $500 and $2,000.

Some of the grant win-
ners proposed taking chil-
dren or young adults on 
trips. One grant winner got 
money to take young people 
to a Broadway show, while 
another proposed tours of 
places throughout Astoria 
and Long Island City. Some 
grant winners will be pro-
viding lessons in a variety 
of fields such as nutrition, 
playing piano/keyboard, 
playing softball or how to 
use computers.

Other grants went 
to winners who would be 

hosting speakers, such as a 
Saturday lunch series that 
would expose teenagers to 
community members with 
successful careers.

Some winners will 
also be using their grants 
to hold special events, like 
a ball for LGBT youth, a 
fashion show for disabled 
or disfigured youth and a 
“School is Cool” day to rec-
ognize those who graduate 
elementary, middle or high 
school as well as college.

In January, Zone 126 
was one of 20 nonprofits 
across the country to re-
ceive a $500,000 planning 
grant from the DOE to 
develop a strategic plan 
to improve education op-
tions. The federal grant is 
unrelated to the smaller 
monies distributed at the 
ceremony.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Chris Cutter (c.), executive director of nonprofit Zone 126, gives 
small grants to Fannie Johnson (l.) and Cheryl Boone for their pro-
posals to provide activities and learning opportunities for Astoria 
Houses youth. Photo courtesy Zone 126

Nonprofi t gives grants for Astoria Houses youth
BY REBECCA HENELY

Zone 126, a nonprofit 
designed to better the edu-
cational opportunities of 
children living in Astoria 
Houses, gave 14 grants to 
individuals last week for 
small-scale programs that 
will allow young people 
to participate in fun trips, 
learning experiences and 
events.

Chris Cutter, the Zone 
126 executive director, said 
in a statement that the 
grants were created to en-
courage residents to think 
up unique ways of dealing 
with problems the commu-
nity faces.

“With the infusion of 
these additional resources, 
residents of Astoria Houses 
will now be able to enrich 
their children through 

these positive experiences,” 
Cutter said.

Zone 126 is a Promise 
Neighborhood, a partici-
pant in a U.S. Department 
of Education program that 
gives funds to nonprofits to 
improve the educational op-
portunities for children in 
distressed urban and rural 
environments from birth to 
college and the beginning 
of a career.

The nonprofit focuses 
on helping Astoria Houses, 
a public housing complex 
at 420 Astoria Blvd., and 
hopes to expand in the fu-
ture to helping youth in 
Ravenswood Houses, at 
21-10 35th Ave. in Astoria, 
and Queensbridge Houses, 
at 10-06 41st Ave. in Dutch 
Kills/Long Island City. It 
was founded by the Elmezzi 
Foundation, a charity built 

The TimesLedger Newspapers has 

launched a website about murders in 

SE Queens. The site includes audio 

slideshows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark
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45Auto shop manager charged in inspection scam
BY RICH BOCKMANN

A St. Albans auto shop man-
ager was charged last week after 
an investigation by the state De-
partment of Motor Vehicles de-
termined he was allegedly using 
“dummy” cars in order to give 
valid inspection stickers to ap-
proximately 30 vehicles that had 
never actually been inspected, 
Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown said.

According to the criminal 
charges, Easton McEwan was li-
censed to inspect vehicles at the 
Eastmac Auto Specialist shop he 
managed on the corner of Mer-
rick Boulevard and 116th Avenue, 
the DA said.

Instead of inspecting the ve-
hicles, the investigation claimed, 
between November and February 
McEwan would scan their vehicle 
identification numbers into an 
inspection machine while the ma-
chine was hooked up to one of the 
“dummy” cars. The DMV said it 
got tipped off when the VINs were 
not matching up.

“The defendant was licensed 

and therefore entrusted to con-
duct proper and valid vehicle in-
spections — instead, he is accused 
of taking shortcuts and possibly 

endangering motorists, as well as 
the environment, by validating 
potentially dangerous vehicles,” 
Brown said. “His actions, if true, 

are unacceptable and must be 
punished.”

State DMV Commissioner 
Barbara J. Fiala said, “The De-

partment of Motor Vehicles is 
committed to protecting the pub-
lic from potential dangers on our 
highways. Those who would is-
sue valid inspection stickers for 
vehicles that should be taken off 
the road must be held accountable 
for the potential harm that could 
result as a consequence of their 
actions. I congratulate all those 
involved in this investigation and 
arrest, including the DMV’s Ve-
hicle Safety and Division of Field 
Investigation staff.”

The 46-year-old McEwan, 
of 117-23 168th St., was charged 
with 30 counts each of computer 
tampering, offering a false in-
strument for filing, falsifying 
business records and issuing 
an inspection sticker without a 
proper certification, as well as 
one count of illegal possession of 
a vehicle ID number, Brown said.

If convicted, he faces up to 
four years in prison, Brown said.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.m

District Attorney Richard Brown is charging the manager of the Eastmac Auto Specialist shop with running an inspection 
scam. Photo by Yinghao Luo
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CONTINUE THE FUN THIS SUMMER ...
Register for Sessions 3 and 4.

We offer more than
30 SPECIALTY CAMPS
in academics,
athletics and
the arts, including:

 GA-GA DODGEBALL
 GOLF
 TAP DANCING
 BASKETBALL
 SOCCER
 ECOLOGY
 WEB PUBLISHING

We offer 12 SPORTS 
ACADEMY CAMPS, including:
 GIRLS LACROSSE  BASEBALL
 SOFTBALL  CHEER  DANCE

And don’t forget our popular OVERNIGHT CAMP!

For information, call 516-463-CAMP or visit ce.hofstra.edu/queens.
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BY ALAN KRAWITZ

From the Cirque Du 
Soleil-inspired human pyra-
mids to frenetic unicyclists 

circling the stage while play-
ing catch with wide-brimmed hats, 
the Golden Dragon Acrobats brought 

their own brand of hot, summer en-
tertainment to Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park’s Queens Theatre.

Direct from Heibei, China 
and led by founder/creator Dan-

ny Chang, the venerable Golden 
Dragon Acrobats Troupe opened a special 
month-long engagement at the Queens The-
atre last week before a small audience of 
about 100.

The Golden Dragons, internationally 
acclaimed for their award-winning acrobat-
ics, traditional dance and combination of 
both traditional and contemporary music 
have performed around the world in more 
than 65 countries as well as in all 50 states. 
The acrobats represent a long-standing tra-
dition that began more than 25 centuries 
ago.

According to the group’s website, the 
Golden Dragons are the only Chinese ac-
robatic company to tour year-round in the 
United States.

“Unbelievable talent,” is the way Rob 
Gottlieb of West Hempstead, described at 
intermission the acrobats’ performance. “It 
is just unreal that people can have so much 
talent and be so precise with movements,” 
he said, commenting on some of the acro-

Continued on Page 50

The Golden Dragon Acrobats tour 
the world mesmerizing with colorful 
choreography and dance. 

Photo courtesy Queens Theatre
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sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #73 Hard #73

W
eek 29

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

BY ALAN KRAWITZ

The City Parks Foun-
dation is kicking off its 2012 
season of SummerStage, 
one of the city’s longest-
running free performing 
arts festivals.

This season’s perfor-
mances run the gamut 
from American pop, hip-
hop, R&B and gospel music 
to dance, theater and film, 
as well as family program-
ming.

SummerStage gives 
Queens’ residents and visi-
tors’ access to vibrant and 
thought-provoking, free 
arts programming that 
supports an array of artists 
who work in a variety of 
creative landscapes.

Since SummerStage’s 
start 27 years ago, roughly 6 
million people from around 
the city and the world have 
enjoyed SummerStage.

Queens’ musical fea-
tures this season include 
hip-hop legend Big Daddy 

Kane and Marley Marl, 
best known for the pioneer-
ing rap group The Juice 
Crew; contemporary R&B 
stars Tamia and Brook-
lyn’s Full Force, who have 
been a major player in the 
music scene since 1984; gos-
pel stars Le’andria Johnson 
and Trin-i-tee 5:7, who have 
logged performances on 
BET and other television 
shows; and opera standouts 
from The Metropolitan 
Opera among many other 
popular artists.

SummerStage Theatre 
will treat viewers to the 
world premiere of Power 
of the Trinity, a theatrical 
concert event celebrating 
Ethiopia’s last monarch, 
Haile Selassie.

Dance enthusiasts will 
get a stunning array of per-
formances that feature a 
variety of genres from mod-
ern and hip-hop to break-
dance and others.

Von Ussar Dance-
works will explore daily 

life and the inner workings 
of the human condition, 
while Malcolm Low For-
mal Structure engages in 
a high-energy celebration 
of life.

The Jamal Jackson 
Dance Company mixes 
traditional African dance 
styles with modern and 
hip-hop techniques, while 
the Liberation Dance The-
ater tackles themes tied to 
identity, communal respon-
sibility and spirituality 
through their celebration 
of jazz, traditional folklore 
and street culture.

City Parks Foundation 
President Alison Tocci said, 
“New Yorkers and visitors 
alike can now visit Queens 
to discover SummerStage 
talent that is as artistically 
and culturally diverse as 
the neighborhoods them-
selves.”

The full SummerStage 
schedule for Queens is avail-
able at www.SummerStage.
org. Follow SummerStage 

developments via Twitter: 
@SummerStage and Face-
book: www.facebook.com/
summerstagenyc.

IF YOU GO

WAR/Felix Hernandez’s 
Rhythm Revue
July 18 at 7 pm
Queensbridge Park

Liberation Dance 
Theater/Jamal Jackson 
Dance Company
July 20 at 7 pm
Queensbridge Park

Full Force
July 24 at 7 pm
Springfi eld Park

SummerStage Kids 
Family Day
July 29 at 4 pm
Springfi eld Park

The Metropolitan Opera 
Summer Recital Series
Aug. 9 at 7 pm
Socrates Sculpture Park

SummerStage brings R&B stars to boro parks

EPMD performing at Queensbridge Park during SummerStage 
2011. Photo courtesy City Parks Foundation
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CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Looking for a great 
summer read? Check out 
Tennessean author Neil 
Newton’s first riveting 
novel, “The Railroad.” In a 
New York minute, the Bay-
side native’s life was for-
ever impacted by his 9/11 
ordeal. Skillfully combin-
ing this experience with a 
tale of murder and an unex-
pected twist, Newton even 
tackles hot-button issues 
like domestic violence and 
sexual abuse.

So, what’s a computer-
programmer-turned-writer 
from Bayside doing in 
Inskip, Tennessee? Well, 
about a month after 9/11 
Newton moved to the small, 
sleepy town and got hitched 
to Elizabeth, a former New 
Yorker. “We met on a writ-
er’s critique mailing list, 
and I inherited four chil-
dren and three grandchil-
dren when I married my 
wife,” said the 52-year-old 
author.

When he was young, 
Newton and his friends 
dubbed Bayside “The 
Shire,” after Frodo Bag-

gins’s home in J.R.R. 
Tolkein’s “The Lord of the 
Rings” books. “There was 
no humor intended. Bay-
side was always a haven — 
a quiet town within the bor-
ders of the most iconic city 
in the world,” he said.

“For my parents, as it 
was for a lot of immigrants 
and their children, Queens 
was their first taste of the 
American dream.” They 
lived on 208th Street off 
48th Avenue.

Looking back, Newton 
recalled images and sounds 
that were still clear in his 
mind, like the ever-present, 
distant hum of traffic on 
the Clearview Expressway 
on a hot night: “So famil-
iar and constant, it became 
part of the fabric of my life; 
sometimes barely heard, 
but always there. Those im-
ages and sounds haunt me 
to this day.”

On Sept. 11, 2001, 
Newton was trapped in 
a subway car filled with 
gray dust when the second 
World Trade Center tower 
fell after terrorists flew air-
planes into the city’s two 
tallest structures. He came 

out into a “false night” as 
that blinding dust blocked 
out the sun.

Then he started writ-
ing. It was therapeutic, ca-
thartic. “I put it all into the 
story, perhaps as a way of 
exorcising the demons of 
helplessness and anger. It 
describes how life can be 
transformed in a moment, 
and that finding your way 
back to the light is possible 
at any age.”

Stay tuned. The author 
is working on a sci-fi novel 
— a post-apocalyptic story 
that takes place only miles 
east of Bayside.  Another 
book is in the works, featur-
ing a community similar to 
his hometown.

According to Newton, 
life in Knox County, Tenn. 
is great, but every now and 
then he gets kind of home-
sick. “The thing I miss 
most is the food. The vari-
ety in New York is hard to 
beat — I’d kill for a half-
sour pickle.”

“The Railroad” (Mar-
tin Sisters Publishing) is 
available at amazon.com 
and Barnes and Noble.

Bayside native pens book 
based on 9/11 experience

Neil Newton (c.) surrounded by his large, inherited family in Tennessee. Photo courtesy Neil Newton

Bye Bye Birdie — Unity 
Stage Company presents 
the classic comedy musical 
fi rst produced for Broadway 
in 1963. “Bye Bye Birdie” is a 
satire of the hysterical frenzy 
that gripped America when 
pop idol Elvis Presley was 
drafted into the army.
When: July 26–29, 8 pm
Cost: $10 adults, $5 childer 
under 5
Where: All Saints Church, 43-
12 46th St., Sunnyside
Contact: (917) 548-1086
Website: www.unitystage.org

Golden Dragon Acrobats 
— Recognized throughout the 
United States and abroad as 
the premier Chinese acrobatic 
touring company, the Golden 
Dragon Acrobats represent the 
best of a time-honored tradition 
that began more than 25 
centuries ago. World-renowned 
impresario Danny Chang and 
choreographer Angela Chang 
combine award-winning 
acrobatics, traditional dance, 
spectacular costumes, ancient 
and contemporary music and 
theatrical techniques to present 
a show of breathtaking skill and 

spellbinding beauty. 
When: Through Aug. 5; 
Saturdays 1 pm and 7 pm; 
Sundays 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce 718-760-
0064; Administration 718-760-
0686
Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

Ice Theatre — Free family-
friendly evening performances 
by the Ice Theatre of New York 
ensemble, including guest 
artists from the competitive 
skating world as well as 
young, up-and-coming ice 
artists. The public is invited to 
skate after the performances.
When: Through July 28; 
Saturdays, 7 pm
Cost: Free, $5 skate rental
Where: World Ice Arena, 
Perimiter Road, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, 
Flushing
Contact: (212) 929-5811; itny@
icetheatre.org
Website: icetheatre.org

Free Shakespeare in the 

Park — Hip to Hop Theatre 
Company presents its sixth 
season of free outdoor 
Shakespeare with Comedy 
of Errors and Hamlet. 
The performances will 
tour 10 Queens parks. All 
performances are free and 
open to the public. Check 
www.hiptohip.org for dates, 
times and locations.
When: July 25 through Aug. 18
Contact: (718) 729-5867; 
contact@hiptohip.org
Website: www.hiptohip.org

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-
7382
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The Gem of Queens… 
Nestled on the Water

Outdoor Dining 
on Dock or Patio 

Open: 
Tuesday – Sunday
4-10 PM  for Dinner

Saturday – Sunday
12-3 PM for Lunch

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO

Free parking • 
for your car 
or boat

Party room • 
for up to 40 
people

Chef Etore & Due Ponti Staff

For Information Call 718.767.3100
154-41 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

Join us for a Fine  
Dining Experience!

Outdoor Dining 
on Dock or Patio 

Open: 
Tuesday – Sunday
4-10 PM  for Dinner

Saturday – Sunday
12-3 PM for Lunch

Free parking • 
for your car 
or boat

Party room • 
for up to 40 
people

Chef Etore & Due Ponti Staff

bats’ more daring feats.
In particular, Gottlieb 

was especially impressed 
by an act where a lone acro-
bat performed handstands 
atop a sequentially higher 
and higher stack of wooden 
chairs that nearly reached 
the theatre’s ceiling at least 
50 feet above the stage.

During that act, the 
tension in the theatre was 
palpable as the acrobat kept 
going higher and would pe-
riodically ask the audience, 
“One more chair?” He was 
given a standing ovation 
as he completed his final 
handstand, atop six wood-
en chairs.

“All of our performers 
take great pride in their 
acts and they constantly 
work on them… for their 
own safety and also to 
minimize any and all mis-
takes,” said Angela Chang, 
the show’s choreographer/
costume designer and also 

wife of 32 years to troupe 
founder Danny Chang.

Chang said that de-
spite the acrobats’ relative 
youth — the average age of 
an acrobat is 17—most have 
anywhere from seven to 10 
years of experience per-
forming.

“My husband Danny 
started out as an acrobat 
himself when he was only 7 
years old,” Chang recalled.

In fact, founder Danny 
Chang served as an ap-
prentice acrobat under his 
father Lien Chi Chang for 
nearly 17 years before tak-
ing the reins of the Golden 
Dragon Acrobats in 1985 
and taking the troupe 
around the world.

Chang’s father, Lien 
Chi, actually founded the 
Chinese Golden Acrobats in 
1967 and toured mainland 
China and Taiwan with his 
own group of acrobats.

Discussing the troupe’s 
rigorous schedule, Angela 
said that the group cur-

rently does two shows per 
day, five days per week in 
addition to several hours of 
practice on non-show days.

After Queens, the 
troupe will travel to Vir-
ginia, California and Colo-
rado as they continue with 
their year-long United 
States tour.

While Angela handles 
the choreography for all of 
the acts, she gets assistance 
from her husband in select-
ing the traditional and con-
temporary Chinese music 
to accompany the acts.

“Danny painstakingly 
selects all of the music,” she 
said. “Choosing the right 
music… and synchronizing 
the music to fit each part 
of each act is what really 
drives Danny crazy.”

Other noteworthy acts 
included acrobats diving 
through the air through 
rings of various heights 
in addition to a sequence 
where all 16 of the group’s 
cast converged on-stage and 
proceeded to throw hats up 
in the air, juggle and jump 
rope.

“It was great,” said Al-
exandra from Astoria. “The 

hats were so entertaining.”
Commenting on the 

various skill levels for 
some of the acts, Angela 
Chang said, “For the boys, 
the hoop diving was among 
the most difficult. For the 
girls, juggling the umbrel-
las with their feet was pret-
ty hard.”

Chang added that the 
troupe is very much a fam-
ily atmosphere and that 
while mistakes during 
live performances can’t be 
avoided, help is never far 

away.
“If a performer miss-

es a part of an act, Danny 
works personally with all 
performers to improve,” 
she said. “The performers 
take their craft very seri-
ously. We rarely have to tell 
a performer they need to 
get better,” Chang said.

The Golden Dragon 
Acrobats have toured 
North America continu-
ously since 1985, including 
numerous shows featured 
in theme parks across the 

United States for many 
years.

The acrobatic troupe 
restructured itself in 1998 
and formed Asian Artists 
Production, Inc. or AAPI. 
Since then, AAPI contin-
ued to produce the Golden 
Dragon Acrobats and also 
created productions for 
other markets including 
the Amazing Chinese Ac-
robats, Circo Magnifico, 
Dream, Pagoda and Cirque 
D’or, among others.

The Golden Dragon 
Acrobats will perform at 
the Queens Theatre in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park until August 4 with 
performances Wednesday 
through Saturday at 1 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. and on Sunday at 
3 p.m. For tickets or more 
information visit www.
queenstheatre.org, call 
(718) 760-0064 or visit the 
Queens Theatre box office 
Monday through Saturday, 
10 a.m–6 p.m.; Sunday, 10 
a.m.–3 p.m.

Continued from Page 47

The Golden Dragon Acrobats will be performing at Queens Theatre 
through Aug. 4. Photo courtesy Queens Theatre
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CONCERTS

Bria Skonberg Quintet — Bria 
Skonberg Quintet features New 
York based trumpeter/vocalist/
songwriter Bria Skonberg. 
Originally from Chilliwack, 
British Columbia, Canada, Bria 
has been a bandleader and 
guest artist all over North 
America, Europe, China and 
Japan. Best known for her 
knowledge of classic jazz and 
pursuit of worldwide fun, she 

is creating a style all her own 
rooted in swampy New Orleans 
and blues with swing, pop and 
world music infl uences.
When: July 21, 2 pm
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107th Ave., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 478-8274

Haitian Beats — Sung in French 
Haitian Creole to a background 
of African Rhythms, “Compa 
Music” is undeniably infectious, 
high energy and fun to dance 

to. Dousing FTH with the fl avor 
of this rich and varied music is 
The Agoci Band led by Rolhans 
Innocent. The Agoci Band is a 
group of Haitian musicians that 
combine fresh Hip-Hop, Roots, 
and Calypso fl avors.
When: July 29, 2 pm
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: fl ushingtownhall.org

SummerStage in Queens — 
City Parks Foundation proudly 
presents the 2012 season of 
SummerStage presented by 
AT&T, New York’s largest free 

y easy

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Across
  1. Opera by Puccini 
  6. Bit of tea 
10. Apple of one’s eye 
13. Bother
14. On ___ (as challenged) 
16. Chou En ___ 
17. Font 
19. Adder relative 
20. Fountain favorite 
21. Warehouse use 
23. Hook hand? 
25. Agra dress 
26. A lot of junk mail 
29. Kleenex layers 
32. Exam for MBA hopefuls 
34. Day care charges 
36. 1944 turning point 
37. Dog-___
39. “I can’t deny that” 
40. One of LBJ’s beagles 
41. Columbian ship 
42. Quinn of Legends of
       the Fall
44. Brie’s cousin 
46. Alligator logo name 
47. “Bye, bambino!” 
48. Memento 
50. Hosp. sites 
51. Greases
53. Calamities
55. Like most light bulbs 
58. Idea
62. “___ -ching!” 
63. Paste
65. State on the Atl. 
66. Tire part 
67. Snow, in Bordeaux 
68. Erie mule of song 
69. Hikers’ needs 
70. Alters

Down
  1. Columbo, Spade, & others 
  2. “Hawaii Five-O” locale 
  3. Astonish
  4. Asks for I.D. 

  5. How some kids spend the 
       summer 
  6. Day of rest: Abbr. 
  7. BlackBerries, e.g. 
  8. Brewer’s kiln 
  9. Some folk groups 
10. Copy
11. “With the greatest of ___” 
12. 15%, often 
15. Bring to a boil? 
18. Cobbler’s supply 
22. Designer name 
24. Or partner 
26. “___ boy!” 
27. Column style 
28. Cut
30. Change “captain” 
       to “cap’n,” e.g. 
31. Mogadishu native, perhaps 
33. A chorus line? 
35. Shore breeze 
38. Many Little League coaches 
43. ___ turn (traffic sign) 
45. A. A. for children 
49. Rodeo cutups 

52. Honey bunch 
54. Brew, as tea 
55. Citi Field precursor 
56. Build-it-yourself chain 
57. One type of tide 
59. Bones in the pelvis 
60. Drunken revelry 
61. ‘Science Guy’ Bill’s family 
62. Saving option 
64. Law degs. 

The last time
somebody said, ‘I
find I can write
much better with a
word processor.’, I
replied, ‘They used
to say the same
thing about drugs.’

• • • Roy Blount Jr

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

By Bill Deasy

TimesLedger Newspapers
Jul. 19-25, 2012

Words With Word
W

LISTENING  DEVICES

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

performing arts festival. With 
performances ranging from 
American pop, hip-hop, R&B and 
gospel music to dance, theater 
and fi lm, as well as family 
programming, SummerStage 
provides Queens’ residents 
and visitors with high-quality 
free arts programming that 
promotes a diverse and 
compelling artistic landscape. 
Also held at Springfi eld and 
Queensbridge parks.
When: Through Aug. 9
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Warm Up 2012 — The annual 
music series Warm Up at MoMA 
PS1 is celebrating its 15th year, 
featuring temporary urban 
landscape by HWKN called 
Wendy, the winning design of 
MoMA PS1’s 13th annual Young 
Architects Program.
When: Through Sept. 8; 
Saturdays, 2–9 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: momaps1.org

Target Passport Fridays — A 
summer series dedicated to 
music, fi lm and dance.
When: Through Aug. 24; Fridays, 
6:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Hot Jazz/Cool Garden — Hot 
Jazz/Cool Garden celebrates its 
9th season with a stellar lineup: 
The Hot Sardines, Bria Skonberg 
Quartet and the Lucky Dogs. 
Held in the Armstrong Garden, 
these concerts feature 
traditional jazz bands that play 
and promote the music of Louis 
Armstrong. Tickets for each 
concert include historic house 
tour.
When: July 21 and Aug. 18, 2 pm
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107thAve., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 478-8274

KIDS & FAMILY

Seeing Trees — View images 
from 18 artists of trees in 
various landscapes.
When: Through Aug. 18
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: nyscience.org

Cartoon exhibit — Animation: 
A 6,000 square exhibit features 
characters from the Cartoon 
Network, including larger than life 

graphics, animation from concept 
to fi nished product, storyboarding, 
character design and drawing.
When: Through Sept. 2; Weekdays, 
9:30 am–5 pm; Saturdays and 
Sundays, 10 am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: nyscience.org

 EVENTS

Astoria Comedy All Stars —  Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different 
comics each week. Comics range 
from underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. The 
show is absolutely free, no cover 
charge and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700 

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Folly — Socrates Sculpture Park 
and The Architectural League 
are pleased to present Folly, a 
new residency and commission 
for emerging architects and 
designers to produce and exhibit 
a full-scale project at Socrates 
Sculpture Park. Socrates, in 
partnership with the League, 
established the residency 
to explore the intersections 
between architecture and 
sculpture and the increasing 
overlaps in references, materials, 
and fabrication techniques 
between the two disciplines.
When: Through Oct. 21
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Visual Artist Members’ 
Exhibition — All members of 
Flushing Council on Culture & 
the Arts who are visual artists 
are invited to show their work in 
this exhibition which is a yearly 

tradition at historic Flushing 
Town Hall. This year’s theme 
hopes to describe and illustrate 
the theme of celebration in any 
form, showcasing works of art 
that typify members’ response 
to Flushing Town Hall’s 150th 
birthday. Many art works are 
for sale and a portion of the 
proceeds benefi ts FCCA’s Visual 
Arts programs.
When: Through Aug. 19
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: fl ushingtownhall.org

dEMO’s Bears — Created by 
Spanish artist dEMO, the exhibit is 
comprised of a collection of neon 
glass bears of varying colors and 
heights, and that have already 
traveled through most of the 
world. The Bears most notable 
exhibition to date was their tenure 
at the 2010 Venice Biennale.
When: Through Aug. 31
Where: Sky View Center, 40-24 
College Point Blvd., Flushing

Ada Bobnis: Stages, Mountains, 
Water — Site-specifi c installation 
that transforms the museum’s 
second-fl oor into a Caribbean 
landscape. Geometric 
compositions in hues of blue 
and green are either painted on 
the wall or adhered to the glass 
railing façade in the form of 
translucent color fi lm. The work 
is inspired by the Panama Canal, 
one of the most transformative 
world events in the 19th century.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Caribbean: Crossroads of 
the World — A fi rst-time 
collaborating with El Museo del 
Barrio to highlight over two 
centuries of rarely seen works 
from the Haitian Revolution 
(1804) to the present. The 
show features some 400 works 
including painting, sculpture, 
prints, books, photography, 
fi lm, video and historic artifacts 
from Caribbean nations, Europe 
and the United States.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Portrait of a King — Susan 
Varo’s tribute to Michael 
Jackson.
When: Through July 31
Where: Langston Hughes Public 
Library, 100-01 Northern Blvd., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 651-1100
Website: queenslibrary.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
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Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
BAYSIDE

211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net 44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck
L’Italiano Trattoria

216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 
718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com

I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street 
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Guide toDINING To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

718-747-1414BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Waterside Restaurant

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

718-849-3939

VILLAGGIO

���������	

���
����

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT
HOMEMADE ITALIAN CUISINE

718-746-4800 
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There is no shortage of in-
ternational cuisine in Queens — 
the city’s mecca for diverse eats, 
expertly prepared by chefs who 
grew up surrounded by delicious-
ly unique fare.

Astute eaters in the borough 
know exactly where to go to sat-
isfy specific gastro-cravings and 
anyone desiring Israeli and Mo-
roccan Bucharian fusion now 
have a destination restaurant.

Grill Palace, at 64-19 108th St., 
opened in Forest Hills in Septem-
ber and ever since has welcomed 
the neighborhood into its home-
like surroundings for intensely 
flavorful, succulent dishes.

Walking into Grill Palace, 
eyes are instantly drawn to the 
left, where two shawarmas — 
meat cylinders on vertical spits 
— of chicken and lamb enticingly 
rotate while basting in their own 
luscious fat. With Middle Eastern 
spices filling the air, the aroma of 
these two pillars of delicious won-
der is enough to make visitors 
eager for the roasted meats on 
a platter or stuffed into a home-
made pita.

Owner Ilya Zavolunov, 32, of 
Forest Hills, is originally from 
Tajikistan, which was formerly 

a part of the Soviet Union. His 
knowledge of food and expertise 
comes from Vienna, Austria, 
where he operated a Dona Sha-
warma restaurant starting at age 
15.

The restaurateur said freshly 
prepared fusion food blending the 
finest Middle Eastern ingredients 
imported from Turkey, Israel and 
Uzbekistan best describe what is 
served at Grill Palace.

“The aroma of meats and 
fish being grilled to perfection 
fill the air and blend with the fra-
grance of cilantro, parsley, garlic 
and chickpeas from Turkey,” said 
Zavolunov.

Grill Palace’s mantra neatly 
sums up its philosophy: You en-
ter as a stranger and you leave as 
part of their extended family. The 
restaurant boasts modern decor 
and a private party room that can 
accommodate up to 50 people.

The restaurant’s manager, 
Alex Aminov, said the restaurant 
caters to a broad swath of custom-
ers — from Russians and Persians 
to Americans and a large neigh-
borhood Jewish population.

“It is important to treat cus-
tomers like family,” said Aminov. 
“We want families in here be-
cause we are a family.”

And both families and single 

eaters looking for a quick bite or 
an extended meal have plenty to 
choose from at Grill Palace. The 
restaurant offers 15 different 
types of grilled shish kabobs, all 
priced between $3.99 and $4.50. 
The pita sandwiches are offered 
in many different varieties, in-
cluding chicken, lamb, beef and 
falafel, among many others. 

Fresh fish is also available, as is a 
savory assortment of grilled meat 
options.

The pita sandwiches are fast 
food the way it should be done, 
and Grill Palace does not need a 
goofy mascot to attract business.

Aminov said offering true 
Glatt Kosher food to the commu-
nity is something owners take 

very seriously. A rabbi is on hand 
from 10 a.m. until 11 p.m., inspect-
ing the food and giving his seal of 
approval.

“If he does not approve of 
the food, we do not serve it,” said 
Aminov. “It is very strict and the 
community can trust that we are 
truly Glatt Kosher.”

One unexpected surprise 
lies on the restaurant’s back wall. 
While the sizzle of meat rules the 
front, the masterful chop of a su-
shi savant provides an unpredict-
able addition to the restaurant’s 
menu.

“We wanted to offer sushi 
because it is different. You don’t 
expect sushi coming from a place 
like this,” said Aminov, adding 
the sushi is also Glatt Kosher. 
“Our sushi chef is a profession-
al.”

Grill Palace is open Sunday 
through Tuesday from 11 a.m. 
until 11 p.m.; Friday from 11 a.m. 
until two hours before the Sab-
bath; and Saturday from 11 a.m. 
until one hour after Shabbat. All 
major credit cards are accepted 
and Grill Palace has a full liquor 
license.

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

Grill Palace offers succulence, surprises
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

“If you like saving 
money, you’re gonna 
love the Green Team.”

HOMEOWNERS LOVE THE SAVINGS
IMPROVE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND LOWER ENERGY COSTS

*Based on eligibility

—Bill, Homeowner, Staten Island, NY
See how I’m saving at conEd.com/Bill

WE’LL HELP YOU SAVE

CONNECT WITH THE GREEN TEAM AT CONED.COM/GREENTEAM
OR CALL 1-800-430-9505. ACT NOW. LIMITED TIME OFFER.*

Low cost on-site energy survey with free money-saving items installed.

Rebates up to $1,000 on efficient heating and A/C equipment.

Free programmable thermostats for central A/C systems.

Get $50 for recycling your freezer or old, second working fridge.

Vets participate in water sports  Rockaway
Fifty veterans took part in the eighth annual Wounded Warrior Project in Rockaway over the weekend. 
(Clockwise from above) Cpl. Jason Wheeler, who lost the use of his legs below the knee in a helicopter 
accident, gives the dive pool a thumbs up; Cpl. Alfredo De Los Santos gets suited up with a life jacket 
to go kayaking; and instructors and participants are visible under the water of the pool, which was 
set up on the beach in Breezy Point. Photos by Ken Maldonado
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as to his future career in 
politics when he stepped 
down from office in June of 
last year.

“I will be looking for 

other ways ... to make sure 
we live up to our ideals,” he 
said during his resignation 
speech.

Rep. Bob Turner (R-
Middle Village) won the 
seat vacated by Weiner over 
state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck) in 
a September 2011 special 

election.
Weiner ran for mayor 

in 2005 but lost in the Dem-
ocratic Party primary. He 
most likely would have run 
again in 2009, but Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg pushed 
the City Council to change 
the term limits law to allow 
a third term.

sidewalk or riding against 
traffic. Garodnick said al-
though riding the electric 
bikes themselves is ille-
gal, the Council wanted to 
strengthen the rules and 
enforcement.

“We are taking the ac-
tion that is in our jurisdic-
tion,” he said.

Eight Council mem-
bers have co-sponsored 
the bill, said Van Bramer 
spokesman Jason Banrey.

Van Bramer said he 
commonly sees the elec-
tric bicycles on Queens 
Boulevard, 46th Street and 
Greenpoint and Skillman 

avenues, but the numbers 
are increasing. He said 
many of the electric cyclists 
are delivering takeout food 
for restaurants, although 
they are not all of the of-
fenders.

“I’ve seen them in vir-
tually every neighborhood 
I represent, and I’m seeing 
more of them,” he said.

Van Bramer’s district 
includes Sunnyside, Long 
Island City, Woodside and 
parts of Elmhurst and As-
toria.

The councilmen said 
people can get hurt when 
regular cyclists break the 
law, but electric cyclists 
breaking the law and going 
at higher speeds can be even 
more dangerous. Sunnyside 
resident Leonore Lanzolotti 

 said she had nearly been hit 
when an electric bike made 
a lefthand turn down the 
street even though she had 
the right-of-way.

“You don’t expect 
what’s coming and the re-
sults can be tragic,” Garod-
nick said.

Van Bramer said the 
108th Precinct — which 
covers Sunnyside, Long Is-
land City and Woodside — 
is aware of the problem and 
is working hard to increase 
enforcement.

“They are very respon-
sive,” he said. “They work 
very hard.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

that, after she reviews our 
papers, she’ll conclude that 
the arbitrator was wrong.”

The DOE would not 
elaborate on what staffing 
changes have already tak-
en place, but sources said 
the transitions were well 

under way.
Alison Gozzi-Lewis, a 

Long Island City HS teach-
er with six years under her 
belt, said she received word 
she would be accepted at 
the new school in the fall 
June 29, the day of the arbi-
trator’s ruling.

She estimated about 
half the staff have already 
either found another job or 
were told they would not be 

coming back, and it is un-
clear at this point who will 
be working at the school in 
September.

“None of us are totally 
sure what’s going to hap-
pen,” she said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

the NYPD and its elected 
officials for consistency.

“I always let my offi-
cers know we are in it to-
gether,” Marmara said. “It 
is not an us vs. them men-
tality.”

City Councilman 
James Sanders (D-Laurel-
ton) visited the civic meet-
ing to urge Rochdale Vil-
lage residents to remain 
involved for the betterment 
of their community.

“There is a lot of work 

up here to be done,” Sand-
ers said. “Please do not let 
this area go. If you let it 
slip, it will be very difficult 
to get it back.”

Diaz also weighed in 
during a heated discus-
sion over illegal guns on 
the streets of southeast 
Queens, calling the prob-
lem widespread.

“There are some pow-
erful weapons coming from 
out of state that we should 
be concerned about,” Diaz 
said. “I have not seen this 
amount of gun violence in 
the last five or six years 
and it is not just the police 
being affected, it is all of 

us.”
Sanders took the op-

portunity to promote gun 
buy-back events, citing a 
successful program from a 
few years ago that snagged 
919 firearms in a matter of 
hours, he said.

“That is effective as 
you can get,” Sanders said. 
“We have to have it. It may 
not be the only tool in deal-
ing with gun violence, but 
you should never tie your 
arm behind your back.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

knees down, said he never 
felt an interest in scuba 
diving before starting last 
weekend at the beadiver.
com pool, but with his new 
interest came a newfound 
sense of freedom, he said.

“In the water, there 
is no handicap,” Wheeler 
said. “Nothing can hold 
you back.”

The weekend kicked off 
with a parade last Thurs-
day when the veterans 
were escorted along streets 
lined with supporters from 
Rescue 5 Fire Station in 
Staten Island and over 
the Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge, before concluding 
at a private event hosted 
by the Belle Harbor Yacht 
Club in Queens.

“We are honored to 
return to Rockaway for 
an event that is one of the 
highlights of the year to 
provide a wonderful week-

end for these warriors,” 
said Al Giordano, deputy 
executive director of the 
Wounded Warrior Project. 
“The entire community has 
a great history of honoring 
servicemen and women.”

Rich Stieglitz, execu-
tive vice president of physi-
cal health and wellness, 
said he helped strive to 
provide the best of the best 
in water instructors for the 
wounded veterans.

“It really is incredi-
ble,” Stieglitz said. “It takes 
our breath away to serve 
our wounded warriors.”

The event, which 
touted heavy support from 
wounded veterans support 
group Legends in Valor, the 
Fire Department of New 
York, the Graybeards, the 
New York Police Depart-
ment and the city Parks and 
Sanitation departments, 
turned Breezy Point into a 
haven of celebration and ac-
tivity over the weekend.

Flip Mullen, of the 
Legends in Valor, said the 
Rockaway community has 

become known for its gen-
erosity towards the Wound-
ed Warrior Project, open-
ing homes for the nearly 50 
veterans and their families 
throughout the weekend.

“The people of this 
community open their 
houses and hearts to these 
veterans and sometimes 
form lifelong relationships 
because of it,” Mullen said. 
“We are trying to give these 
guys the best homecoming 
they had never gotten.”

Mullen, a retired city 
firefighter from Belle Har-
bor, also works as a ski in-
structor and said working 
with the war veterans was 
as rewarding as it was in-
spiring.

“It is just one small act 
for us to say thank you and 
show our appreciation,” 
Mullen said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Councilman James Sanders Jr., (l.-r.) 113th Precinct Commanding Officer Deputy Inspector Milt 
Marmara, Rochdale Village Civic Association President Clifton Stanley Diaz and 113th Precinct 
Community Council Vice President Earl Roberts listen to questions from Rochdale residents. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued from Page 5

Warriors

Continued from Page 4

Bikes

Continued from Page 5

Rochdale

Continued from Page 4

Schools

Continued from Page 4

Weiner

The Long Island Rail Road is conduct-
ing a tryout on the Port Washington line of 
new service to allow riders to find out train 
status and schedules using their own elec-
tronic devices.

The LIRR said passengers can get such 
information by logging on to mta.info/lirr 

and clicking on the “Long Island Rail Road 
Train Time” link.

Train Time is available on computers 
at work or home and on smartphones.

— Philip Newman

LIRR riders can check schedules on 
smartphones during tryout



TL

57
 TIM

ESL
EDGER, J

ULY 19-25, 2012      TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

Sports

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

James Driver’s route 
to a Division I scholarship 
was as unpredictable as a 
wild Campus Magnet vic-
tory.

The mammoth of-
fensive tackle entered the 
Queens school with zero 
football experience. After a 
standout four-year career, 
he was headed to JUCO 
Lackawanna, not because 
of any academic shortcom-
ings but because of lack of 
Division I interest.

He entered the Empire 
Challenge, the annual all-
star game pitting the top 
seniors from New York City 
against their Long Island 
counterparts, resigned to 
his situation. He didn’t feel 
any better after the city’s 
lopsided loss to Long Is-
land.

Little did the 18-year-
old from South Jamaica 
realize his life was about 
to change. A friend of Ala-
bama A&M offensive coor-
dinator Cedric Pearl was at 
the game and left impressed 
with the 6-foot-7, 315-pound 
Driver. Pearl saw film of 
the game and was equally 
taken with the offensive 
lineman.

A week and a few 
phone calls later, Driver 
had the Division I scholar-
ship he sought.

“Honestly, words can’t 
describe how surprised 
I am,” said the New York 
Post’s All-Queens first 
team selection, who plans 
to study criminal justice 
and forensics at Alabama 
A&M. “I’ve had a smile on 
my face ever since [I com-

mitted]. It’s really happen-
ing. I’m loving this Divi-
sion I dream.”

Driver, who will be-
come the first Campus 
Magnet player in Coach 
Eric Barnett’s immensely 
successful seven-year ten-
ure to go directly to Divi-
sion I, plans to sign with 
Alabama A&M at some 
point this week. The Bull-
dogs are coming off a suc-
cessful 9-4 campaign and 
loss to Grambling State in 
the SWAC championship 
game.

Barnett was pleased 
to play a role in Driver’s 
journey, small as he said 
it was. He received a call 
from Pearl shortly after the 
game. Briefly into the con-
versation, the coach tried 
to find out the story behind 
Driver’s lack of recruit-
ment.

“Come on coach, what’s 
wrong with him?” Pearl 
asked Barnett. “Nobody 
looks that good on film and 
nobody wants him.”

Barnett, so frustrated 
in his program’s ability to 
send players to the Divi-
sion I level and confused at 
what local recruiters are 
looking for, figured history 
was repeating itself. Only, 
once Pearl found out there 
wasn’t an answer to his 
question, he was sold.

He spoke with Driver, 
offered the scholarship and 
shortly thereafter had a 
commitment.

“Alabama A&M is go-
ing to get a kid that a lot 
of people will regret they 
didn’t get,” Barnett said. 
“James is smart, he’s a hard 

The ball’s in Amani’s court
Sought-after senior Molloy star grapples with college decision

Driver takes tough 
road to Texas A&M

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

YORK, Pa. — Decision 
time is finally coming for 
Amani Tatum.

“I feel like I’m getting 
old,” the Archbishop Mol-
loy rising senior guard 
joked. “I feel like I was just 
a freshman playing on var-
sity fighting for a spot. I 
have all these colleges and I 
have choices. It’s obviously 
a blessing.”

Now that she is em-
barking on the final travel 
ball summer of her career 
with the NYC Bulldogs, a 
college choice will need to 
be made soon. Tatum has 
been highly recruited over 
her four-year varsity ca-
reer, Bulldogs and former 
Molloy Coach Tom Catalan-
otto said. A travel tourna-
ment doesn’t go by that five 
new college coaches don’t 
inquire about her.

“There are still people 
who don’t know about her,” 
Catalanotto said.

Tatum, an All-City 
second team selection by 
the New York Post over the 
winter, already has offers 
from Delaware and Hart-
ford. She also has interest 
from Siena, Marist, Buck-
nell, LaSalle, Liberty, Syra-
cuse and Northwestern, 
among others. Catalanotto 
believes more offers will 
come as Tatum begins to 
take more visits, having 
already gone on unofficial 
trips to Delaware and Hart-
ford. She hopes to narrow 
her list down by the end of 
July.

Tatum is unsure if she 
will split time this summer 
with Exodus NYC and the 
Bulldogs like she did a year 

ago. She played with them 
in June and said there is a 
chance she heads to Ten-
nessee with Exodus later 
this week. So far over the 
weekend, the combo guard 
has helped lead the Bull-
dogs to a 4-1 record at the 
Blue Chip USA Invitation-
al at the Toyota Arena in 
York, Pa. Tatum completed 
a three-point play with 12 
seconds left to give them 
a 47-46 win over the Ren-
egades (Pa.) Saturday.

“I wanted to win it 
for my team.” Tatum said. 
“Each game is more impor-
tant and each game means 
a little bit more to me.”

Whatever college 

lands Tatum will get one 
of the area’s top break-
down guards, an attribute 
that helped her lead many 
Stanners comebacks last 
season, Molloy Coach Scott 
Lagas said. Her improved 
jump shot could make her 
an even tougher cover at 
the next level, he said. Tat-
um has hit the three-point 
shot more consistently so 
far this summer.

“She is a very good 
mid-major player,” said one 
Division I assistant coach 
who has seen Tatum play 
on multiple occasions. “De-
fense and the strength of 
her jump shot could deter-
mine how high she goes. 

She will help a Division I 
team with her speed and 
her willingness to sacrifice 
her body.”

Yet, what sets her apart 
are her intangibles, her in-
satiable desire to win, her 
strength on the ball and her 
ability to rebound against 
bigger players. Tatum has 
a knack for coming up with 
a big steal and even took a 
charge late to give the Bull-
dogs a chance to win in the 
final seconds against Cana-
da Drive.

“That’s what separates 
her from a lot of these other 
kids,” Catalanotto said. 
“She’s an elite athlete.”

Archbishop Molloy’s Amani Tatum has offers from Delaware and Hartford. Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 59Continued on Page 59
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Beach Channel lineman commits to being Husky
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Folorunso “Foley” 
Fatukasi felt like a Huskie 
when he attended UConn 
football camp in June.

The Beach Channel de-
fensive lineman was being 
singled out in drills, asked 
to demonstrate technique 
and being corrected as if he 
was taking part in UConn 
practice. Head Coach Paul 
Pasqualoni was involved. 
The rising senior said he 
learned so much.

“The way they kept eye 
contact, the constant talk-
ing, telling me to do some-
thing,” he said gave him a 
good feeling.

The Big East school had 
already become Fatukasi’s 
targeted destination after 
he went to spring practice 
and watched the defensive 
line “tear it up.” He wanted 
to stay close to his tight-
knit family. UConn got se-
rious about recruiting him 
after the camp and offered 
him July 9.

The 6-foot-3, 280-pound 
Fatukasi immediately ac-
cepted a chance to play 
defensive tackle in Storrs, 

Conn. He is the first player 
to go directly to a BCS-level 
school straight from Beach 
Channel in the 10 years 

Coach Victor Nazario has 
been at the helm.

“I don’t have to worry 
about going to any more 

camps,” he said. “Every-
thing is just overwhelm-
ing. It’s about time. I got a 
school that my family likes 

and that I like.”
Fatukasi later added, 

“It’s a big deal. It feels pret-
ty good to get my school 
some recognition.”

Fatukasi, who also 
drew interest from Rut-
gers, Syracuse and Dela-
ware, picked the Huskies 
over Buffalo, which was his 
lone other offer. He loved 
the atmosphere the coaches 
bring. They cracked jokes 
and made him feel comfort-
able.

It hasn’t been an easy 
road for Fatukasi, who 
wants to major in engineer-
ing or sports medicine. Not 
only did he have to over-
come playing in the PSAL 
Bowl division, the middle 
of three tiers, for a program 

that rarely gets recognized, 
but he battled multiple knee 
issues during his career.

Fatukasi had to get 
his knee scoped as a sopho-
more and then again before 
his junior season, costing 
him several games. He still 
helped the Dolphins reach 
the Bowl final two years 
ago and go 6-3 last fall. He 
went to multiple camps and 
kept asking questions of 
coaches, wondering how he 
could stand out. He perfor-
mance did just that.

“He’s big, he’s athletic, 
he has a lot of potential,” 
one coach familiar with 
Fatukasi said.

Nazario said he knew 
he had something special 
in Fatukasi as a fresh-
man, when he was already 
6-foot-1 and 220 pounds. He 
had the determination to 
match.

“He put in the work 
to improve,” Nazario said. 
“[When he was a] fresh-
man I was saying to myself, 
‘When this kid is a senior 
he is going to be a monster.’ 
It’s outstanding for the pro-
gram. He’s pleased about 
UConn.”

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Tyrel Hunt was close 
to settling for a Division 
II school at this time last 
year. Then, before making 
a decision, he thought about 
how far he had come in one 
year, from a fringe rotation 
player to a key component 
at Cardozo, and he realized 
if he had made such strides 
in that short a period, why 
not see what the next year 
would hold.

The answer: a Division 
I basketball scholarship.

Hunt parlayed a big 
season at God’s Academy 
in Dallas, Texas, into a full 
ride to Alcorn State of the 
SWAC. The 6-foot-6 wing 
picked the Braves July 10 
over Bradley and Hampton. 
He also drew interest from 
TCU, Loyola of Chicago, 

Louisiana at Monroe, Bos-
ton University and Texas 
@ Arlington, Coach Tim 
Miller said, after averaging 
24 points and 13 rebounds 
per game in leading God’s 
Academy to an 18-3 record.

“I wanted to chase my 
dreams because I knew I 
could do better,” he said.

The Rosedale native 
felt comfortable with Al-
corn State Coach Luther 
Riley. With plenty of turn-
over, including the gradu-
ation of leading scorer 
Marquis Baker, Hunt sees 
an opportunity to contrib-
ute immediately. Cardozo 
Coach Ron Naclerio and 
Miller expect him to make 
an impact at some point, if 
not right away.

“I think he’s a steal,” 
Miller said. “Tyrel has the 
ability to get his shot off 

anytime he wants. He took 
the time to work on his 
jump shot and left hand, 
and that made him more ef-
fective as a starter.”

Hunt made a name 
for himself at Cardozo his 
senior year as a lockdown 
perimeter defender, solid 
rebounder and relentless 
scorer around the hoop 
going to his right. He im-
proved his left hand and 
shooting range while at 
God’s Academy.

Hunt gradually worked 
his way up at Cardozo, av-
eraging 21 points per game 
as a sophomore on the ju-
nior varsity, contributing 
as a junior to a varsity team 
which reached the PSAL 
Class AA Finals at Madi-
son Square Garden and tal-
lying nine points and eight 
rebounds as a senior, key-

ing the Judges’ run to the 
semis.

“What I like to think 
Cardozo is [about] is Tyrel, 
a kid who works hard, buys 
in, goes to class, listens to 
Coach Naclerio and lets the 
chips fall where they may,” 
Naclerio said. “If there 
are more kids like him out 
there, let them come to Car-
dozo. He was a treasure to 
coach.”

Hunt decided on Al-
corn State this week before 
visiting because he didn’t 
want to delay his path to Di-
vision I anymore. He knew 
what he wanted just as he 
did at this time last year 
when he passed on Division 
II.

“It feels good,” Hunt 
said. “It was important to 
me. I didn’t want to short-
change myself.”

Beach Channel defensive tackle Folorunso Fatukasi committed to UConn this week. 
Photo courtesy Folorunso Fatukasi

Dozo’s Hunt secures full scholarship to Alcorn State

Former Cardozo standout Tyrel Hunt has picked Alcorn State. 
Photo by Denis Gostev

I got a school 
that my family 
likes and that I 

like.
Folorunso “Foley” 

Fatukasi
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worker. Whatever you tell 
him to do, that’s what he’s 
gonna do. He’s a beast.”

Barnett isn’t sure 
Driver’s scholarship will 
change things as far as Di-
vision I schools go for his 
players. He’s sent two play-
ers, Leston Simpson and 
Jeffrey Wills, to Minnesota 
after junior college, and 

little has changed. Driver’s 
commitment, however, is 
evidence his kids do qual-
ify out of Campus Magnet, 
a supposed knock on the 
program.

“I just wish he wasn’t 
going so far away,” Barnett 
said. “I need to get a local 
one to Rutgers or Syra-
cuse.”

Alabama A&M saw 

what it wanted in Driver, 
impressed by his size, 
quickness and skill set de-
spite his lack of experience. 
The Bulldogs plan to red-
shirt him this fall, Driver 
said, but Pearl told him they 
have big plans for him.

“It really is a dream 
come true,” Driver said. 
“I’ve spent countless 
amount of hours doing 
what I have to do. I’m proud 
of myself to go to school, get 
a free education and play 
football.”

Continued from Page 57

Driver

Tatum helped lead 
Molloy to a memorable 
season last year under 
first-year Coach Scott La-
gas. The Stanners reached 
the CHSAA Class AA state 
semifinals after stunning 
nationally ranked St. An-
thony’s in the quarterfi-

nals as Tatum dropped in 
20 points. Her finest perfor-
mance was a 28-point effort 
in a victory over rival Mary 
Louis in the Brooklyn/
Queens quarterfinals.

“Amani is such a fight-
er, such a competitor you 
never thought you were out 
of the game,” Lagas said. 
“With Amani on the floor, 
you never think you are out 
of the game.”

Tatum says this sum-

mer means a little bit more 
important than previous 
ones because it’s her last. 
It makes her play harder 
at each stop. Decision time 
is approaching and Tatum 
is hoping to have made her 
choice by the time school 
starts.

“It’s a big decision,” 
Tatum said. “I don’t want 
to rush it.”

Continued from Page 57

AmaniMolloy baller Ejerta prepares 
to put on Dowling uniform

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Kamille Ejerta couldn’t 
help but picture herself in 
a Dowling uniform as she 
watched them play Frank-
lin Pierce this winter.

“Their ball move-
ment was exceptional,” the 
Archbishop Molloy guard 
recalled. “I said to myself, 
‘That’s the kind of game I 
like to play.’”

She’ll continue to do so 
in college.

Ejerta recently com-
mitted to play women’s bas-
ketball for Division II Dowl-
ing, in Oakdale, L.I., next 
season. She fell in love with 
the campus and coaching 
staff and was drawn to the 
school because of its close 
proximity to her Queens 
home. The team’s recent 
success made it seem like 
the right destination for 
her.

Ejerta, who also drew 
interest from Queens Col-
lege, Chestnut Hill and 
Winston-Salem State, has 
a partial academic scholar-
ship for her freshman year 
and will get athletic money 
her final three seasons.

“I think it’s a great fit,” 
Molloy Coach Scott Lagas 
said. “She plays their kind 
of game. She likes to run. 
She likes to play defense. 
She likes to shoot the ball.”

Dowling is a program 
on the rise under Coach 
Joe Pellicane, who has 
also served an assistant at 
St. John’s University. The 
Golden Lions went 22-7 and 
13-3 in the ECC last year, 
winning the conference 
regular season and post-
season crowns. They lost in 
the first round of the NCAA 

Tournament to Holy Fami-
ly, but were ranked as high 
as No. 21 in the country in 
the USA Today/ESPN Divi-
sion II coaches’ poll.

Ejerta’s biggest asset 
is her adaptability to what-
ever role her coach needs 
from her, Lagas said. At 
Molloy, she started and was 
also a key reserve, provid-
ing a spark off the bench. 
She hit some of the biggest 
shots of the Stanners sea-
son, helping them reach 
the CHSAA Class AA state 
semifinals.

“She can fill any roll 
you want her to,” Lagas 
said.

Ejerta connected on 
a key trey in a win over 
Christ the King and hit a 
game sealing three-point-
er with 40 seconds left in 
overtime to lift Molloy 

over nationally ranked St. 
Anthony’s in the Catholic 
state quarterfinals. Her 
finest performance came 
with stars Amani Tatum 
and Carolyn Gallagher out 
with injuries. Ejerta scored 
a season-high 24 points 
in a loss to eventual New 
Jersey state champion Ma-
nasquan.

“She stepped up in 
big situations,” Lagas said. 
“She is not afraid of the big 
moment, that’s for sure.”

Ejerta is happy the big 
decision is over. She has 
already been working on 
her game to get prepared to 
play at the next level.

“It feels great knowing 
I will continue something 
I enjoy and have a passion 
for,” Ejerta said. “This is 
where I wanted to be.”

Molloy’s Kamille Ejerta is headed to Dowling. 
Photo by Lauren Marsh

SJU women’s basketball benefit golf outing

St. John’s University women’s bas-
ketball first-year head Coach Joe Tar-
tamella has announced the date for the 
program’s first golf outing.

The event is set for Sept. 20 at the 
Island Hills Country Club in Sayville, 
N.Y. All proceeds from the golf outing 
directly benefit the St. John’s women’s 
basketball program.

The day-long event begins with a 
10:30 a.m. registration and brunch prior 
to a noon shotgun start. A cocktail recep-
tion is to follow at 4:30 p.m.

A range of packages are available 

for the event. Golf packages, which in-
clude greens fees, lunch, cocktail hour 
and a gift package, begin at $350 per per-
son and $1,400 for a foursome. There are 
also numerous sponsorship opportuni-
ties beginning at $150.

For more information, please con-
tact Elizabeth Austin at 718-990-2548 or 
e-mail austine@stjohns.edu.

Keep up to date on all St. John’s 
women’s basketball news by following St. 
John’s women’s basketball (@STJ_WBas-
ketball) and Tartamella (@STJ_CoachT) 
on Twitter.

2013 Glen Oaks Little League seeks players
The Challenger Division was estab-

lished in 1989 as a separate division of 
Little League to enable boys and girls 
with physical and mental challenges, 
ages 4-18, or up to age 21, if still enrolled 
in high school, to play baseball.

The fields are at 74th Avenue and 
260th Street. The season will start some-

time in spring 2013 and run to the end 
of June with the possibility of extending 
it.

For more information, contact Den-
nis Noonan at gobbclinic@aol.com.

You can also contact Jodi Aronoff at 
baseballmom414@yahoo.com.

Sudoku answers
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 7/22/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

171717
Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8145-35K mi.   20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$89,981

$7,981
P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8461-77K mi.

*

2005 
TOYOTA SCION TC

$7,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8261-99K mi.

*

2006 
NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5 S SEDAN

$7,981
Leather, Sunroof, P/Seat, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8416-73K mi. 

*

2002 
CHEVROLET MONTE CARLO SS

$7,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#TG007-67 mi.

*

2007 
CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

$8,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8335-84 mi.

*

2004 
TOYOTA CAMRY

$10,981
A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloy Wheels, Stk#U8368-56K mi.

*

2006 
MINI COOPER

$8,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8488-80K mi.

*

2006 
HONDA CIVIC

$10,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8363-51K mi.

*

2009 
NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5 S

$17,981
V6, Leather, Sunroof, P/Seat, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8409-34K mi. 

*

2007 
VOLKSWAGEN TOUAREG

$21,981
Super Crew, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Stk#TG008-74K mi.

*

2007 
FORD F150 4X4 KING RANCH

$35,981
Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, All Power, Stk#U8400-6K mi.

*

2009
DODGE CHALLENGER SRT8

$25,981
Leather, Roof, Nav, All Power, Stk#U8432-18K mi.

*

2008 
MERCEDES C300 4MATIC

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL
✔

$8 Oil Changes
✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

V8, Leather, All Power, Stk#U8500-4K mi. 

BUY
FOR

2011 PORSCHE

PANAMERA 4S
*
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Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. 4G speeds not available everywhere. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Limited-time offer. HTC One X requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, 
conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage 
for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, 
federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Beats Audio experience 
requires compatible accessories, sold separately. For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen images simulated. All other marks used herein are the property of their respective owners. 
©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

now covers
   New York City.

$19999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

Enjoy music and movies 
with built-in Beats Audio™

Super-fast 8.0 megapixel camera

Get all the coverage you need! 
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack. 

1.866.MOBILITY
ATT.COM/NETWORK

VISIT A STORE


