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Dickens would have called it 

a tale of two boroughs.
The state Education Depart-

ment last week released the 2012 
math and English test scores for 
elementary and middle school-
ers across the state, and those in 
the consistently high-performing 
District 26 topped state averages, 
while District 29 just to the south 
fell short.

Across the state, 55.1 percent 
of third- through eighth-grade 
students met or exceeded Eng-
lish Language Arts proficiency 
standards, while 64.8 percent of 
students met or exceeded math 
standards.

Students in District 26 — 
covering Bayside, Little Neck, 
Douglaston, Glen Oaks, Belle-
rose, Floral Park, Oakland Gar-
dens, Fresh Meadows, Utopia and 
Auburndale — reported the best 
numbers in the city and outper-
formed the state averages in ELA 
(76.9 percent) and math (89.1 per-
cent).

NE Queens students tops in city
District 26 aces state math, English tests as scores improve across borough

Continued on Page 16

BY JOE ANUTA

Jimmy Meng, a former 
Flushing state assemblyman and 
father of current Assemblywom-
an Grace Meng (D-Flushing), was 
arrested on charges of wire fraud 
in an FBI sting operation after he 
accepted a fruit basket containing 
$80,000 in bribery money Tuesday 
afternoon at his Flushing-based 
company, according to federal 
prosecutors.

In 2011, Meng told an un-
named acquaintance facing 
charges on state tax crimes that 
members of the Manhattan dis-
trict attorney’s office could be in-
fluenced into doling out a lesser 
sentence with an $80,000 bribe, 
according to U.S. Attorney Loret-
ta Lynch, who alleged that Meng 
offered to broker the deal.

But Meng never actually 
contacted anyone in the pros-
ecutor’s office and instead led the 
acquaintance into believing the 
money could influence the case, 
Lynch said.

The unnamed person even-

Continued on Page 16

BY STEVE MOSCO

Summer beachgoers in 
Rockaway will soak in the 
sun next year with more of 
one crucial element: sand.

Battered by erosion 
and last year’s Hurricane 
Irene, Rockaway Beach is 
likely to get a sand replen-
ishment later this year, ac-

cording to the city Parks 
Department. Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s admin-
istration allocated $3 mil-
lion to the agency’s budget 
to pay for the project.

According to Parks, 
the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers will dredge 100,000 
to 150,000 cubic yards of 
sand from the East Rock-

away inlet and place it from 
Beach 85th to Beach 105th 
streets. If there is addi-
tional sand, it will be used 
to fill beaches in the area of 
Beach 20th and Beach 30th 
streets.

Parks officials said 
there is no set time frame 
for the project, but the sand 

Rockaways await new sand fi x
BY STEVE MOSCO

  
A Rego Park company will have to pay a 

hefty fine after  an investigation found that the 
firm advertised and sold products containing 
dog fur, a federal crime, according to U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection. 

Following a two-year investigation that 

Feds fi ne Rego Park fi rm
for sales of dog fur items

Powerbroker
Meng accused
of wire fraud

Sand replenishments help protect Rockaway 
Beach from savage storms.

BLAST FROM THE PAST

Meg Baker (l.-r.), Kathy Cote, Diane Farrell-Doherty, Carmel Grandelli and Gail Foster-Fallon peruse old photos during a 
reunion to celebrate the Bell Boulevard bar scene in Bayside. See story on Page 9. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 16 Continued on Page 16



2
 QU

EE
NS

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JU
LY

 2
9,

 2
01

2  
  •

  T
IM

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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BY PHIL CORSO

Braving the pouring 
rain, City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
joined with Douglaston 
leaders last week to host 
the first of three commu-
nity forums with the Long 
Island Rail Road.

Though the event was 
met with an unusually 
colossal amount of rain 
around 5 p.m. July 18, those 
who made the trip were 
rewarded with the unique 
opportunity to speak off-
the-cuff with LIRR officials 
directly, just as Halloran 
said he intended.

“Many of my constitu-
ents rely on the Long Island 
Rail Road every day to get 
to work,” Halloran said. 
“For commuters, the LIRR 
is a huge part of their day. 
These forums give LIRR 
riders a chance to voice 
their questions and con-
cerns directly to LIRR se-
nior management.”

The officials met with 
Douglaston residents, in-

cluding GOP-backed state 
Senate hopeful Joe Concan-
non and Community Edu-
cation Council 26 President 
Jeanette Segal, steps away 
from their local train sta-
tion at the nearby Gifta-
licious gift shop, at 42-34 
235th St., to discuss which 
issues mattered to them 
most.

Center for the Women 
of New York Chairwoman 
Ann Jawin advocated for 
increasing access at the 
area station.

“It is a priority here. 
A lot of people come here 
to use the train station,” 
Jawin said.

Jawin asked LIRR 
Branch Line Manager Mat-
thew Baudier and Govern-
ment Relations Specialist 
Hector Garcia if there were 
plans to renovate the Doug-
laston station so that it com-
plies with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, mak-
ing it more accessible for 
handicapped passengers.

According to the LIRR, 
there were no official plans 

in place to make any struc-
tural changes to the sta-
tion.

In addressing another 
of Jawin’s questions, Baud-
ier said the LIRR mandated 
that each station include 
at least one pay phone in 
the event of any passen-
ger emergencies. Halloran 
brought the issue back to 
ADA-accessibility, add-
ing that if Douglaston was 
equipped with only one pay 
phone, it would be easily ac-
cessible only to passengers 
on that side of the tracks.

Douglaston Civic As-
sociation President Eliott 
Socci asked the LIRR reps 
if they had plans to keep 
the stations open later dur-
ing the winter so passen-
gers do not have to be stuck 
outside waiting long hours 
for trains. According to 
Garcia, the LIRR already 
has tested the idea quietly 
at nearby stations as a pilot 
program and will look into 
Douglaston as a possible 
candidate.

In a discussion over 

how to handle broken 
ticket machines, Baudier 
and Garcia outlined how 
passengers could get same-
day verification after being 
forced to pay the higher on-
board fees.

Halloran, however, 
was not completely satis-
fied with the response.

“It is unfair to have 
a machine broken, which 
isn’t a passenger’s fault, 
and then make them have 
to jump through hoops to 
have it resolved,” Halloran 
said.

Nonetheless, the LIRR 
representatives said they 
were happy to be meeting 
face-to-face with their cus-
tomers and were looking 
forward to future forums, 
including an Aug. 15 event 
at C.J. Sullivan’s in Bayside 
at 5 p.m. and another in Au-
burndale Aug. 29 at a loca-
tion to be determined.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

BY JOE ANUTA

Democratic candidate 
John Messer accused the 
Queens Democratic Party, 
which is backing state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whites-
tone) in the race, of using 
forged signatures to get 
contenders on the ballot, 
but the Oakland Gardens 
businessman and lawyer 
did not take the opportu-
nity to alert the city Board 
of Elections.

Messer announced that 
his campaign had found the 
signature of a dead woman 
signed onto a 
Queens Demo-
cratic Party peti-
tion containing 
a slew of Demo-
cratic candidates, includ-
ing Stavisky.

The challenger’s camp 
released an affidavit signed 
by Jesus Palomino indicat-
ing his mother Ana Rita 
Palomino could not have 
signed a designating pe-
tition this summer. His 
mother died in February 
2011.

“The petition signa-
ture shown to me that des-
ignates Toby Stavisky for 
the office of state senator 
and submitted to the city 
Board of Elections could 
not have been that of my 
mother,” the notarized af-
fidavit said.

But the Queens Demo-
cratic Party said it has 
more than 1,000 volunteers 
who collect about 50,000 
signatures across the 
borough, and it is impos-
sible to keep track of every 
name. Stavisky currently 
has about 6,000 signatures 
to get on the ballot for the 
state Senate district based 

in Flushing.
“If Messer had any 

real facts, he would have 
filed with the Board of Elec-
tions,” said Queens County 
Democrats spokesman Mi-
chael Reich, but neither 
Messer nor Stavisky issued 
challenges to the petitions.

For the state Senate 
race, hopefuls need 1,000 
signatures of registered 
Democrats to get onto the 
ballot to ensure the ballot 
is not crowded with candi-
dates who want to run on a 
whim. 

Stavisky’s camp said 
the signatures in 
question applied 
to about 20 other 
candidates who 
were on the peti-

tion and also running for 
office. The petition also in-
cluded Community Board 
11 Chairman Jerry Ianecce, 
who is running for the state 
Assembly seat currently 
held by Assemblyman Rory 
Lancman (D-Fresh Mead-
ows), along with several 
judges and state committee 
hopefuls.

The Queens Demo-
cratic Party often puts 
their chosen candidates on 
the same petition sheet to 
cut down on the number of 
times residents must sign. 

Because the Queens 
Democratic Party does 
joint petitions, singling out 
Stavisky out was unfair, ac-
cording to her camp.

Stavisky’s campaign 
was still in the process 
of figuring out what hap-
pened and said that no one 
was familiar with the per-
son listed as the signature 
gatherer, Ashoka Bhat-
tacharjee.

Councilman Dan Halloran (l.) listens as LIRR Branch Line Manager Matthew Baudier (c.) and Government Relations Specialist Hector 
Garcia (r.) address residents’ questions aboutthe Douglaston and Little Neck train stations. Photo by Phil Corso

Douglaston talks trains
Halloran brings LIRR offi cials to riders at community forum

Dead woman’s name 
on Flushing petition

Oakland Gardens businessman and lawyer John Messer (l.) is 
challenging state Sen. Toby Stavisky for a Flushing seat. 

Photo courtesy John Messer
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OPEN HOURS
MON~SATURDAY

10 ~ 7PM
SUNDAY 12 ~ 5PM

253-16 Northern Blvd Little Neck, NY 11363
WWW.BIFUSA.COM       718-225-3100

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Never go against the 

family.
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crow-

ley (D-Jackson Heights) is 
not happy his cousin, City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-
Middle Village), 
challenged  state 
Assemblywom-
an Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) in 
the Democratic 
Party primary for the 6th 
Congressional District, ac-
cording to several sources 
familiar with the Queens 
political scene.

The congressman, who 
heads the Queens County 
Democratic machine, is 
so upset with his cousin’s 
decision to run in the pri-
mary against his party-
anointed candidate that  
he intends to knock her off 
the ballot for a borough dis-
trict leader spot, according 
to political insiders, even 
though Crowley is running 
unopposed. 

A report in City & 
State said that since the 

primary, the Joe Crowley-
run Queens Democratic 
Party has declined to help 
the councilwoman petition 
onto the ballot for the dis-
trict leader spot. Election 
lawyer Frank Bolz submit-
ted objections against Crow-

ley’s candidacy to 
the city Board of 
Elections.

Bolz, a lawyer 
with Sweeney, Gal-
lo, Reich & Bolz, 
the same firm em-

ploying Michael Reich, the 
Queens County Democrats’ 
executive secretary, did not 
return requests for com-
ment.

The councilwoman fin-
ished a distant third place 
in the primary, in which 
her cousin put the Queens 
Democratic Party’s support 
behind Meng. Joe Crowley 
did not return requests for 
comment.

Even with the odds 
now stacked against her, a 
spokesman for Crowley ex-
pressed optimism the coun-
cilwoman would make the 
ballot.

“Elizabeth Crowley 

has enough signatures to 
be on the ballot, and as 
district leader she is look-
ing forward to advancing 
Democratic ideals and help-
ing to elect Democrats as 
she has always done,” said 
Crowley’s spokesman, Eric 
Yun.

There was an earlier 
indication that Crowley’s 
party was unhappy with 
her decision to run in 
the Democratic primary 
against Meng in June. Ear-
lier this month, the coun-
cilwoman saw her discre-
tionary funds slashed by 
a committee composed of 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) and 
24 of her appointees.

Assemblyman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest), who 
also opposed Meng in the 
June primary, withdrew 
his candidacy for district 
leader last week, a position 
he had held since 2002.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Crowley faces challenge 
in district leader election

City Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley’s candidacy for Democratic district leader is in jeopardy. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

Inspectors gave Con Ed info on 2008 blast probe: Report
Two resign after state inspector general looks into ethics violations surrounding Flushing gas explosion

BY JOE ANUTA

Members of a state 
agency assigned to investi-
gate the role Consolidated 
Edison played in a deadly 
2008 Queens gas explosion 
were secretly passing their 
findings onto a consultant 
for the utility, a report from 
the state inspector general 
alleged.

“Individuals charged 
with these crucial respon-
sibilities have a statutory 
duty to avoid any conflicts 
of interest,” Inspector Gen-
eral Catherine Scott said in 
the report released July 18. 
“By accepting these gifts 
and disseminating confi-
dential information, these 
employees breached this 
duty.”

In 2008, two members 
of the state Department of 
Public Service  — Joseph 
Klesin and Steven Blaney 
— were part of a team in-

vestigating a gas explosion 
near the corner of 149th 
Street and Sanford Avenue 
in Flushing that killed Ed-
gar Zaldumbide and injured 
16, including Zaldumbide’s 
23-month-old daughter.

Klesin, the man who 
initially supervised that 
investigation, had not only 
taken numerous gifts over 
an eight-year period from 
Con Ed, but he and Blaney 
also allowed a consultant 
for the utility to edit drafts 
of the report and make it 
appear more favorable to 
the energy provider, the 
inspector general’s report 
stated.

Klesin has since re-
signed and Blaney is under 
investigation. Releasing 
confidential documents can 
constitute a felony, accord-
ing to the report, and the 
inspector general’s find-
ings have been passed onto 
the state Joint Commission 

on Public Ethics, which did 
not respond to a request to 
comment by press time. 
The Con Ed consultant was 
not identified, but the util-
ity said in a statement that 
it takes ethical violations 
seriously.

“We hold our contrac-
tors to the same high ethi-
cal standards as our em-
ployees and we expect those 

standards to be followed,” 
Con Ed said in a statement.

The same day  Blaney 
received the report, the con-
sultant for Con Ed e-mailed 
Klesin and demanded a 
copy of it, typing in large 
letters, “Where the **** is 
it!!!!!!!!”

As the report pro-
gressed through subse-
quent iterations, Klesin and 

Blaney repeatedly e-mailed 
copies to the consultant, 
who happened to be a for-
mer employee of the Public 
Service Department and 
Blaney’s former supervi-
sor. The consultant would 
then return the report with 
detailed, and sometimes 
color-coded, edits and nota-
tions.

“How can you allow 
this to go to Albany?” he 
asked in one e-mail to Kle-
sin, arguing that the report 
was biased against Con Ed.

In another instance, 
the consultant actually 
added in a paragraph to 
the conclusions section and 
said “it would be nice if we 
can get conclusion 4 in the 
report.”

That conclusion stated 
that while Con Ed failed to 
follow its own procedure, it 
did not contribute to the ac-
cident.

The explosion oc-

curred in a Flushing apart-
ment building after gas 
leaking out of Zaldumbide’s 
stove ignited.

Con Ed workers had 
been to the site less than an 
hour before the explosion to 
investigate a gas-like odor, 
according to the report.

The doctored report 
was never actually shown 
to the governing body re-
sponsible for imposing 
fines, although according 
to the inspector general, 
Klesin and Blaney were 
under the impression that 
the report would be used to 
decide Con Ed’s case.

Eventually, Con Ed 
settled with the explosion 
victim’s family for $20 mil-
lion. 

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

The Sanford Avenue apartment where a fatal 2008 gas explosion 
took place is in shambles after the blast. Photo courtesy David Pace
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
  
Public transportation 

will soon get a little easier 
for many riders in north-
east Queens, thanks to the 
restoration of weekday bus 
service along the former 
Q79 route, a vital transpor-
tation corridor that runs 
along Little Neck Parkway.

The route, along a hub 
of shopping centers and 

public facilities which con-
nects to the Long Island 
Rail Road, served thou-
sands of residents before it 
was cut in 2010 due to the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority’s budget 
deficit.

The Q36 bus, which 
runs between Floral Park 
and Jamaica, will soon cov-
er parts of the old Q79 route 
by extending every other 
bus from Jamaica Avenue 

to Little Neck Parkway.
“For people who live 

or work in Little Neck, Bel-
lerose, Glen Oaks, Floral 
Park or New Hyde Park, 
the Q79 was the only north-
south public transporta-
tion available,” said City 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D-Oakland Gardens), who 
had long been pushing the 
MTA to restore the service. 
“Restoration of service 
along the route will make 

a huge difference in their 
lives.”

Councilman Dan Hal-
loran (R-Whitestone) also 
applauded the restoration 
of the route, saying that 
many commuters had been 
stranded without the Q79.

“Its return means that 
seniors and middle-class 
people again have a valu-
able transportation op-
tion,” he said.

Local 1056 President Daneek Miller (c.) leads a press conference with local leaders and elected officials celebrating the restoration of se-
lect bus service in northeast Queens. Photo by Karen Frantz

S. Asian workers
underpaid: Study

BY REBECCA HENELY

After more than a 
year of work, the Jackson 
Heights-based immigrant 
advocacy group Desis Ris-
ing Up and Moving released 
a report of South Asian low-
wage workers in Queens 
last week that revealed a 
large majority of them are 
paid below minimum wage 
and get little to no benefits.

“The findings are pret-
ty shocking,” said Lindsay 
Cattell, of the Community 
Development Project at 
the Urban Justice Cen-
ter, which partnered with 
DRUM on the study. “Wage 
theft is rampant in the com-
munity.”

The report was titled 
“Worker Rights are Human 
Rights: South Asian Immi-
grant Workers in New York 
City.” DRUM Executive Di-
rector Monami Maulik an-
nounced its findings June 
18 at the organization’s of-
fice, at 72-18 Broadway in 
Jackson Heights.

She said the study took 
a year and a half or more 
to complete and was culled 
from about 200 surveys, 
10 in-depth interviews 
and seven focus groups. 
It focused on workers in 
Queens and whether or not 
they had been underpaid or 
faced discrimination and 
harassment in the work-
place.

“This could be the first 
step in making sure there’s 

justice in the South Asian 
worker community,” Cat-
tell said.

The principal findings 
were that South Asian low-
wage workers were con-
sistently underpaid. More 
than half of the sample said 
they were paid less than 
minimum wage, a number 
that went up to 83 percent 
among retail workers. 
Other findings were that 
95 percent of South Asian 
workers do not have health 
insurance, 75 percent do 
not have paid sick days and 
made on average $5.03 less 
an hour than the average 
New Yorker. Many respon-
dents said they were not 
allowed to take breaks on 
the job and one out of five 
said they faced workplace 
harassment.

“I could say that I can’t 
believe it, but I’ve heard the 
stories,” said Eno Awotoye, 
of the Retail Action Project, 
who spoke at the release of 
the study.

Two DRUM members 
shared their stories of be-
ing grossly mistreated at 
work. Pakistani Muslim 
immigrant Sameena Khan 
said she had a police of-
ficer customer demand 
her papers after hearing 
her speak in Urdu to a co-
worker and had also been 
searched in the 34th Street-
Herald Square subway sta-
tion in Manhattan.

Q79 route returns to NE
Offi cials applaud service connecting Little Neck and Jamaica
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT 
FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

www.freesynagogue.org • 718-961-0030 • info@freesynagogue.org
Free on-site parking • Two blocks from Subway/7 train & the LIRR Main St. • Flushing Station

Weekly in June

Tuesdays: Mindfulness Meditation  at 7:30 PM
Fridays:            Shabbat Evening Service  at 8 PM
Saturdays:       Informal Worship & Torah Study  at 10:30 AM

Sunday, June 24 at 10 AM - 5 PM

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything 
else in between at the Outdoor Flea 
Market being held on Sunday, June 24, 
July 22, August 26, and September 23 
from 10:00am to 5:00pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, 
August, and September dates.  Please 
contact the synagogue for details.

Wednesday, June 20 at 6:00 pm
RUSH HOUR CONCERT

When work ends, experience a different 
kind of rush hour on Wednesday, June 
20 at 6:00pm by heading over to the 
synagogue to hear a free classical 
musical concert.

Wednesday, June 27 at 12:00 Noon
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI
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Sunday, July 22 at 10 am - 5 pm

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything
else in between at the
Outdoor Flea Market being held on Sunday,
July 22, August 26 and October 7 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, August and October dates.
Please contact the synagogue for details.

UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION CLASS:  HEBREW

Thursdays, August 9 through October 4 – 7:30 pm  

As part of his annual series of education at Free Synagogue, Cantor Steven 

Pearlson invites you to come and learn Hebrew. No knowledge whatsoever 

of Hebrew is required for the 

course.  Thursday evenings 

starting on August 9

through October 4

from 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm.

Registration required.  The cost is $5.00 per session for non-members 

or prepayment for all classes is $40.  For more information, please email 

cantor@freesynagogue.org or call (718) 961-0030.

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR

Sunday, August 19 – 10 am to 4:00 pm

We will be hosting a Community Health and 

Wellness Fair on August 19 from 10:00 am to 4:00 

pm. There will be a host of free services offered.  

More details to come.

ONGOING EVENTS IN JULY

 Tuesday - Rabbi Michael’s Meditation Class 7:30 pm

 Friday - Shabbat Service 8 pm

 Saturday - Torah Study  10:30 am

USTA project comes
with cash for Queens

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The United States Ten-

nis Association’s plan to 
expand its 42-acre facility 
in Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park could mean more 
perks for the borough’s larg-
est green space, although it 
is unclear whether a state 
law will require the USTA 
to foot the bill.

Major undertakings in 
a proposed makeover for the 
Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center include the 
replacement of one stadium 
built in the mid-1960s and 
the relocation of another.

But rebuilding the 
10,500-seat Louis Arm-
strong Stadium and mov-
ing the 6,000-seat Grand-
stand Stadium requires 
more parkland to be legally 
taken away and authorized 
for development.

The last time portions 
of Flushing Meadows were 
set aside for commercial use 
was in 1993, when the cen-
ter expanded to accommo-
date Arthur Ashe Stadium, 
according to project docu-
ments. And that expansion 
triggered a law requiring 
the USTA to fork over mil-
lions into a fund. The inter-
est generated from the fund 
has been used to upgrade 
the skating rink and pool, 
according to the city.

A state law governing 
the use of parkland states 
that any new lease drawn 
up to rent the land to the 
USTA must establish “a 
fund by the [National Ten-
nis Center] to be used by 
the city, with the approval 
of the [city Parks] commis-
sioner after consultation 
with the borough presi-
dent, for park improvement 
purposes.”

And in this case, a new 
lease is required to rent the 
0.76 acres of parkland that 
will be absorbed into the 
tennis center, according to 
an environmental assess-
ment statement filed with 
the city. 

“It is expected that 
improvements in Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
would be provided in con-
nection with the alienation 
of up to 0.76 acres of park 
land,” the document also 
stated.

But a spokesman for 
the city Parks Department 
said it is still unclear what 
compensation will be com-
ing to Queens since new 
legislation will need to be 
written.

“That process will 
determine what compen-
sation is necessary,” the 
spokesman said.

But a spokesman from 
USTA said the association 

Expansion plans for the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center include relocating the 
Grandstand Stadium (bottom l.) and refurbishing the Louis Armstrong Stadium (top r.). 

Image courtesy USTA

will not be setting up a fund 
this time around.

“Originally with the 
1993 funding, USTA con-
tributed $8 million for park 
improvement purposes,” a 
spokesman said. “For this 
alienation that we are ask-
ing for, we will not need to 
put in money to a general 
fund.”

As part of the expan-
sion, the Grandstand Sta-
dium will be moved from 
the northeast corner of the 
park to the southwest cor-
ner, and amenities like ten-
nis courts and a park ser-
vice road will be shuffled 
around to accommodate 
the reconfiguration.

But the USTA’s plans 
were not all good news to 
community leaders gath-
ered at a Queens Borough 
Hall meeting July 18.

The plan, called the 
National Tennis Center 
Strategic Vision, also calls 
for two parking garages to 
be built on existing parking 
lots. The two- and three-sto-
ry garages will increase the 
parking capacity on the two 
parcels from 300 to 793 — a 
much-needed jump since 
about 30 percent of patrons 
commute from outside the 
New York metro area, ac-
cording to the USTA.
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A non surgical treatment for counteracting 
the effects of time & gravity on your skin 

in as little as 30-60 minutes.

AN UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE 

Noninvasive Uplifting 
Ultrasound Procedure

Irene Schulman, M.D.

35-20 90th St. (Bet. 35th & 37th Ave.)
www.ireneschulmanmdpc.com

Post-Treatment: 120 Days
(2nd Treatment)

Pre-Treatment Post-Treatment: 120 DaysPre-Treatment
*All Technologists are Licensed & Insured. Performed Under the 

Supervision of a Licensed & Board Certifi ed Physician.

718.267.0510Free Evaluation Consultation Seminar 

St. Albans shooting kills one teen, injures another
Mother says ambulance was delayed after 18-year-old son took bullet in shoulder during drive-by

BY CHRISTINA SANTUCCI

A St. Albans teen was 
shot and killed in front of 
his home early Tuesday, 
and his family believes he 
might have lived if taken to 
the hospital sooner.

“They had the ambu-
lance here delaying him 
so long,” Joan Walters said 
about her 18-year-old son 
Tavoy Walters, who was 
shot once in his right shoul-
der.

A spokeswoman for 
the city Fire Department 
said emergency responders 
were called to 197th Street 
near Linden Boulevard at 
about 1:30 a.m. Two ambu-
lances transported Tavoy 
Walters and a 22-year-old 
man, who had been shot in 
the left buttocks, to the hos-
pital at 1:54 a.m., according 
to fire officials.

Tavoy Walters was 
taken to Jamaica Hospital, 
where he was pronounced 
dead, and the other man 
was brought to North Shore 
University Hospital, where 
he was listed in stable con-
dition, according to police.

Joan Walters said her 
son had been sitting on a 
car in front of his home 
with two friends when six 
shots rang out. One of the 
friends was also shot and 
another lay flat on the 
ground beside the car to es-
cape the bullets. Joan Wal-
ters said her son told her it 
was a drive-by shooting.

A spokesman for the 
NYPD said Tuesday after-
noon that there had not 
yet been any arrests in the 
shooting.

After he was struck, 
Tavoy Walters ran into 
the house and woke up his 

mother, who got dressed 
and prepared to take him to 
the hospital by car.

“I was backing out 
and by the time I reached 
right here,” she said, point-
ing to the end of the drive-
way, “the police blocked 
the street and said, ‘The 
ambulance is on the way. I 
can’t leave.’ So I didn’t get 
to take him myself to the 
hospital.”

Tavoy Walters’ girl-
friend, who declined to give 
her name, said, “He just 
kept screaming, ‘Get me to 
the hospital.’”

Joan Walters said that 
before her son was taken 
away, a police officer told 
her the bullet had pierced 

his lung.
“He said, ‘He’s not go-

ing to make it,’” Joan Wal-
ters said.

Joan Walters said she 
would have taken her son 
to North Shore University 
Hospital.

At about 10 a.m. Tues-
day morning, police re-
established a crime scene 
around the Walters’ home 
as grief-stricken friends 
comforted one another in 
the street. One pleaded to 
be allowed to lie down in 
Tavoy Walters’ bed, saying, 
“He’s not gone.”

Crystal Lark, who said 
Tavoy Walters was like a 
brother to her, lit candles 
decorated with the teen’s 
nickname, Hamo.

Lark described Wal-
ters as outgoing and funny.

“He kept us laughing,” 
she said.

Joan Walters holds a pho-
to of her son, Tavoy Walters, 
who was shot and killed.  

Photo by Christina Santucci
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
For as long as many 

can — or care to — remem-
ber, Bell Boulevard has 
been a hot spot for night-
life, drawing revelers from 
the boroughs and the sub-
urbs to its numerous and 
famed bars, where they 
recall memories of good 
times and create new ones 
as well.

A group of Bayside bar 
regulars gathered at CJ 
Sullivan’s Saturday after-
noon, planning to make the 
rounds of Bell Boulevard’s 
watering holes and remi-
nisce with old friends from 
back in the day for a  night-
life reunion.

“Everyone knew ev-
erybody,” said Mickey 
Prendergast, a former wait-
ress and bartender at Dono-
van’s, on 41st Avenue,  who 
organized the reunion.

The lifelong Flushing 

resident said Donovan’s 
did not accept reservations 
back in the 1970s and ’80s, 
so diners would sometimes 
have to wait up to two hours 
for a table yet still found 
ways to enjoy themselves 
while passing the time.

“They’d sit at the bar, 
and then they’d go to oth-
er places. They’d go from 
place to place to place in the 
neighborhood,” she said. 
“Some would meet their 
significant other, and then 
they’d move to Long Island 
or upstate or somewhere 
else.”

Prendergast said she 
started reaching out to 
old friends last year, with 
mixed responses.

“A lot just declined. 
They’d say, ‘I don’t want to 
relive those memories!’” 
she said.

Others agreed to come 
from their homes in Florida 
or Massachusetts. Sharkey  , 

a popular Donovan’s bar-
tender, was even expected 
to fly in from England.

The day kicked off 
around 3 p.m. with a small 
group of friends with 
drinks and photo albums 
in hand.

“What the hell was I 
wearing?” exclaimed Kathy 
Cote at the sight of herself 
in a herringbone pantsuit.

Gail Foster-Fallon 
moved to Massachusetts 
with her husband Michael 
in 1995 after working at 
Donovan’s for 16 years.

“This is fabulous. I 
could not wait to come,” she 
said.

Prendergast said the 
most notable thing that has 
changed since her time on 
the boulevard has been the 
technology.

“Everyone’s document-
ing things on cellphones 
now,” she said.

Regulars recall good old days
when bar scene rocked Bayside
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PROVIDING ALL OF YOUR MEDICAL

NEEDS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDICAID,
MEDICAID HMO’S & PRIVATE INSURANCES

TEL:  FAX:

ALERNO
URGICAL
UPPLIES INC.

CARDS

GET LOAN

Trans-Am Credit Solutions
Have A Job?

Outstanding Bills?

GET LOAN
No Application Fee

❑ Personal Loans
❑ Business Loans

❑ Credit Cards Debt Loans
❑ Home Improvements Loans

❑ Auto
❑ Bad Credit Loans

Call Today: 1-800-689-3510

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Flushing school misused city cash: DiNapoli
BY JOE ANUTA

The only way for the 
state to recoup money from 
a Flushing-based education 
company is to give it more.

The Queens district 
attorney is in possession 
of an audit released last 
Thursday from the state’s 
top fiscal watchdog, show-
ing Bilingual SEIT & Pre-
school Inc. used $1.5 million 
in city tax dollars to pay for 
inflated salaries, pricey 
children’s furniture and a 
host of other unauthorized 
expenses.

The for-profit organiza-
tion received about $23 mil-
lion from the city over two 
years to provide about 700 
toddlers who have learn-
ing disabilities with free 
special education services, 
according to the audit. But 
the office of state Comptrol-
ler Thomas DiNapoli found 
the educators charged the 
city for services the school 
either never provided or for 
items that had no place in 

the classroom.
“Special education 

services are critical for 
thousands of children and 
every tax dollar meant for 
them should be spent on 
them,” the state comptrol-
ler said in a statement. 
“Sadly, my auditors have 
found that has not been the 
case at Bilingual SEIT & 
Preschool. As we have seen 
in several audits of special 
education providers, tax-
payers are footing the bill 
for expenses they shouldn’t 
have to cover, no-show jobs 
and other perks. This can-
not continue.”

The executive director 
of the school billed the state 
for a number of personal 
expenses, the audit showed, 
including a children’s bed-
room set that featured two 
white, antique-finished 
night stands listed at $1,006 
and two bedroom lamps 
with petite silk shades 
that cost $261. Cheon Park 
also used $186,819 in tax-
dollar funds to rent three 

buildings unrelated to the 
school, $60,280 for leases 
on three cars and $22,347 in 
interest expenses for his ex-
wife’s loan.

Cheon Park also listed 

his former wife as the as-
sistant executive director, 
who raked in a salary of 
$369,081 over a two-year 
period. But the audit found 
that she actually served 

the function of a payroll 
specialist and that she was 
overpaid $107,380, the audit 
said.

Park failed to accu-
rately report his and his 
ex-wife’s income, the audit 
stated. Instead of listing 
themselves as employees, 
for the majority of their 
income they instead billed 
their salaries as if they 
were independent contrac-
tors represented by shell 
companies they created, 
the audit said. That allowed 
them to file taxes with fewer 
exemptions, and when Di-
Napoli’s office questioned 
Park, he said the falsified 
income reports were an at-
tempt to keep more cash on 
hand to bay bills, according 
to the report.

The 23-page report also 
detailed $233,368 paid to 26 
employees, even though 
there were no records to 
show the employees actu-
ally worked, according to 
the audit. In 12 instances, 
teachers were paid for 

working 16-hour days, even 
though no documentation 
was available to support 
this claim, the audit said.

The money doled out 
to Bilingual is determined 
by a tuition rate set by the 
state Department of Edu-
cation, although the city 
Department of Education 
actually foots the bills.

DiNapoli recommend-
ed the DOE recoup the 
cash, but in a response to 
the audit, state DOE official 
Sharon Cates-Williams said 
that the government can-
not get back the money. The 
agency can only charge the 
school more tuition to do 
business with the city.

A source familiar with 
education policy said spe-
cial needs schools, like Bi-
lingual, are hard to come 
by, and since the amount of 
money was a small percent-
age of the total amount it 
received, ending business 
with it might not be the best 
course of action.

The Flushing special-needs preschool Bilingual SEIT inaccurate-
ly reported how it used more than $1 million in city taxpayer 
money, according to a report from the state comptroller. 

Photo by Joe Anuta
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We accept all major credit cards

Private Parties and Catering Available for all Occasions

Elegant and Traditional

Italian Cuisine

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Monday –Friday 3:30pm- 11:00pm 

Sunday 1:00pm-10:00pm

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (l.) demands the MTA reinstate the W subway line and the express QM22 bus 
route at a news conference with other elected officials and civic leaders. Photo by Christina Santucci

Astoria wants W train,
QM22 bus back on line

BY REBECCA HENELY

In light of recent public 
transportation restorations 
across the city, Astoria’s 
elected officials and civic 
members demanded Tues-
day that the MTA bring 
back the W subway line and 
the QM22 express bus.

“The MTA has decided 
to ignore this community,” 
said Costa Constantinides, 
an Astoria district leader 
and a City Council candi-
date.

The request has been a 
common one for Astorians. 
Community members had 
protested the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s 
budget cuts-inspired deci-
sion to get rid of the lines 
in 2010 as well as conducted 
petitions and more rallies 
to restore services after 
they were eliminated.

The MTA did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment.

The W train ran from 
the Ditmars Boulevard sub-
way stop at 31st Street in 
Astoria along the Broadway 
line and ended at the White-
hall Street stop in Lower 
Manhattan from 2004-10, 
and ran from Ditmars to 
Coney Island in Brooklyn 

from 2001-04. The QM22 
ran from Jackson Heights 
to Midtown Manhattan, 
making stops in Astoria 
and Long Island City.

State Sen. Michael 
Gianaris (D-Astoria) called 
getting rid of the lines in 
2010 a step backward. He 
said many Astorians work 
in Manhattan and wanted 
the additional public trans-

portation options.
“The QM22 is a lifeline 

that we still hear about in 
our offices,” he said.

The senator said he ob-
jected to how even though 
the MTA was restoring 
services in Brooklyn and 
the Bronx, few lines were 
restored in Queens. An ex-

ception was Sunnyside’s 
B24 weekend bus service.

State Assemblywoman 
Aravella Simotas (D-As-
toria) said in the first four 
years of her legal career 
she took the W train into 
Manhattan every day. She 
said the train was packed 
quickly when she was rid-
ing it and the N, which 
runs along a similar route, 
is overcrowded.

“The facts are that this 
is a growing community,” 
Simotas said. “I thought 
the city’s mission was to get 
people out of their cars and 
into mass transit.”

Michael Murphy, an 
member of the public trans-
port advocacy group Trans-
portation Alternatives, said 
Astoria itself has also be-
come a destination. He said 
restoring the subway and 
bus lines would be critical 
and compared it to cutting 
a utility like gas or water.

“When you cut, you’re 
taking something away 
that people need in their 
daily lives,” Murphy said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

The facts 
are that this 
is a growing 
community.
Aravella Simotas
State Assemblyomwan
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
A controversial Borough 

Hall statue that some have la-
beled as sexist might be moved 
from Queens to Brooklyn, accord-
ing to an Astoria councilman who 
would rather the stone structure 
stay firmly planted in place.

City Councilman Peter Val-
lone (D-Astoria) spoke to the De-
partment of Citywide Administra-
tive Services about “The Triumph 
of Civic Virtue,” a statue looming 
large over Queens Boulevard in 
Kew Gardens, asking them to re-
store the neglected sculpture.

The statue, depicting a nude 
man personifying civic virtue 
standing over the two sisters of 
vice and corruption, has stood out-

side Borough Hall since the 1940s 
after Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia 
moved it from City Hall, where it 
supposedly offended him.

“I was told by DCAS that they 
intend to move the state to a pri-
vate cemetery in Brooklyn,” Val-
lone said. “This statue belongs to 
us and it should be restored to its 
former glory.”

According to Vallone, DCAS 
plans to transfer the statue to 
Green-Wood Cemetery, where de-
scendants of the statue’s sculptor, 
Frederick MacMonnies, are bur-
ied. And although DCAS denies 
that its  plans are set in stone, 
Vallone said he was told on nu-
merous occasions by the adminis-
tration that the statue is not long 
for Queens.

DCAS released a statement 
last week saying “the city is look-
ing into options that preserve the 
sculpture and best serve the com-
munity.”

Criticism of the statue from 
the LaGuardia days crossed the 
river right along with it, as for-
mer Borough President Claire 
Shulman tried to get it moved and 
former U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner 
called the statue “offensive” to 
women — prior to his sexting 
scandal.

Dismissing the complaints of 
some about the theme of the stat-
ue, Vallone said “people need to 
lighten up.” The councilman said 
the statue portrays mythology 
and anyone who thinks it is sexist 
must also think all of the classic 

statues of Greek mythology are 
anti-women.

“It depicts virtue triumph-
ing over vice and corruption,” 
said Vallone. “And present-day 
government could learn a lot 
from that.”

Vallone said the bias against 
the statue is precisely what has 
allowed it to decay for all these 
years, a condition which affects 
Queens at large.

“You cannot even imagine a 
statue in Central Park being al-
lowed to decay like this and then 
be given up to a private location 
on permanent loan,” he said.

Borough President Helen 
Marshall said if the statue is 
moved, she would like to see it 
replaced with a public plaza and 

sitting area honoring a woman or 
women from Queens.

“The statue of Civic Virtue 
has been an on-and-off-again con-
troversy almost since the time it 
was unveiled 90 years ago at City 
Hall,” Marshall said. “While rec-
ognized and embraced as a work 
of art by a renowned sculptor, its 
depiction of the male Civic Virtue 
towering over females depicted as 
vice and corruption was not.”

Reach reporter Steve Mosco 
by e-mail at smosco@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4546.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Corona has been singled 
out as having the highest rate of 
childhood obesity in the city, but 
City Councilwoman Julissa Fer-
reras (D-East Elmhurst) joined 
with local business owners and a 
new coalition last Thursday to say 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s soda 
ban is the wrong way to fight it.

“It has the potential to create 
a hostile business-to-business re-
lationship,” she said.

In an effort to fight obesity, 
Bloomberg has proposed to re-
strict any establishment that 
requires a city Department of 
Health grade from selling any 
sugary drink greater than 16 
fluid ounces. The ban does not af-
fect drinks that are diet, primar-
ily fruit-based, alcoholic or dairy-
based.

Ferreras invited the media 
to visit business owners of res-
taurants and bodegas in East 
Elmhurst and Corona within 
walking distance of her office, at 
32-33A Junction Blvd., last week. 
The councilwoman’s district in-
cludes Corona, a neighborhood 
which the city said has the high-
est rate of child obesity in all five 
boroughs.

But the restaurant, café and 
bodega owners all said they be-
lieved the legislation would only 
divert the sale of 20-ounce bottles 

to bodegas and groceries instead 
of encouraging New Yorkers to 
buy smaller cans.

“I think it’s unfair that one 
type of business is being banned 
and another business can sell 
this,” Ferreras said.

Samantha Levine, spokes-
woman for the mayor’s office, 

said in response, “We hope the 
Council member and the busi-
nesses in her neighborhood will 
consider supporting our efforts 
to decrease the obesity rate in her 
district and help her constituents 
live longer, healthier lives.”

Abel Ahuatl, owner of Metro 
Star coffee shop on Junction Bou-

levard, said he would lose profits 
both from the bottles he sells and 
the smoothies and iced coffees he 
sells under the proposed ban.

“There’s so much income I’m 
going to lose,” he said.

A month-old new group, New 
Yorkers for Beverage Choices, 
joined them. Eliot Hoff, spokes-

man for New Yorkers for Beverage 
Choices, said the coalition was 
begun by the American Beverage 
Association and has allies in res-
taurant and theater associations, 
but more than 70,000 individuals 
and about 800 small businesses 
have also joined since the group 
was formed.

Hoff argued on behalf of New 
Yorkers for Beverage Choices 
that the way to fight obesity is 
through education and more op-
tions, not less. He argued that 
at restaurants many families 
buy 2-liter bottles of soda to split 
among themselves and take home 
later, and similarly share large 
soft drinks at movie theaters.

“It’s an onerous, arbitrary 
regulation that will not have its 
intended consequence,” he said.

Ferreras said efforts should 
be invested in improving Coro-
na’s environment with open space 
and less crowding in the schools, 
which would create more space 
for children to play and help fight 
obesity. The councilwoman said 
the proposal would only create a 
divide in the neighborhood’s busi-
ness network.

“The good intentions may be 
there, but we need to look at the 
full impact of this,” she said.

Reach reporter Rebecca Hene-
ly by e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4564.

City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras (r.) talks to East Elmhurst pizzeria owner Miguel Reyes about the problems he will 
have under Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s proposed soda ban. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Vallone sees Virtue in disputed Boro Hall sculpture

Soda ban will hurt Queens biz: Ferreras



13
 Q

UEENS W
EEKLY, J

ULY 29, 2012    •  TIM
ESLEDGER.COM

AVOID NURSING HOME POVERTY!

How You Can Pay 
for Long Term Care 

Without Going Broke
New York City Nursing Home Costs Average  

$ 131,484 Per Year!

Thousands of seniors go broke every year  
due to medical expenses. There is a better way!

Attend this FREE WORKSHOP 
Before you need Long-Term Care, and learn about:

Qualifying for Medicaid—How you can protect your home and retirement nest egg from nursing 
home costs

State Medicaid Recovery— Avoid the loss of your family home upon your death

The 5-Year Look Back—How it works and why planning early is vital to protect your assets

Traditional Estate Plans— Why they won’t help with nursing home costs and the type of plan 
that will 

Preserving Your Medicaid Eligibility— The activities that you must avoid to not disqualify 
yourself from Medicaid Benefits

Immediate Need Vs. Future Planning— The differences and downsides and how you can    
protect more of your assets

Irrevocable Trusts— How they’re different from Basic Living Trusts, plus the pros and cons

Veterans’ Benefits— How a little know benefit for wartime veterans and their widows will help 
cover long-term care expenses, and how it may be easier to qualify for than Medicaid

Thousands of seniors go bankrupt every year as a result of failing to plan for long-term care 
expenses. Even though you’ve worked hard your entire life, purchased a family home and 
saved up enough for your retirement and to pass something on to your loved ones, you and 
your family may end up with nothing if you don’t put a plan in place. When you attend one of 
our free workshops, you’ll discover how you can qualify for Medicaid benefits, preserve your 
nest egg, and keep your family home. But space is limited, so call now to reserve your seat.

Attendees receive a FREE 1-Hour, private consultation to learn  
how to protect your assets against long-term care costs! (a $350 value!)

BAYSIDE
Saturday, August 4, 2012
10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

Adria Hotel and Conference Center
221-17 Northern Boulevard

HOWARD BEACH
Tuesday, August 7, 2012
10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

Vetro
164-49 Crossbay Boulevard

COLLEGE POINT
Tuesday, August 7, 2012 

6:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.
Cascarinos

14-60 College Pointe Boulevard

DOUGLASTON
August 8, 2012

10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. 
Giardino

44-37 Douglaston Parkway

BAYSIDE
Wednesday, August 8, 2012

2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.
Adria Hotel and Conference Center

221-17 Northern Boulevard 

Light Refreshment Served

Sponsored by:

SAVE 

YOUR FAMILY 

$10,000 PER 

MONTH!

In a Nursing Home? We Can Help!

Seating is Limited, Call Today!
718-793-7000

24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.DavidovLaw.com

108-18 Queens Boulevard, 7th Floor 
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Attorney Michael Davidov is a noted speaker 
on elder law, Medicaid qualification & estate 
planning. Mr Davidov’s law practice is devoted 
exclusively to elder law & estate planning issues, 
and he is a member of the National Academy 
of Elder Law Attorneys and the American 
Academy of Estate Planning Attorneys.

Attorney Advertising

FREE SEMINAR 
Reserve Your Seat
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of a company that provides 
cleaners and security per-
sonnel at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport.

New York Commu-
nities for Change, a so-
cial and economic justice 

group, organized the rally 
last Thursday, which start-
ed on the corner of Jamaica 
Avenue and Parsons Boule-
vard.

Rabbi Michael Fein-
berg, of the Greater New 

York Labor-Religion Coali-
tion, said he got involved be-
cause the state’s minimum 
wage of $7.25 an hour had 
not kept pace with inflation, 
meaning workers could not 
support themselves or their 

communities.
“You can work full 

time at minimum wage and 
still be below the federal 
poverty line. That makes 
no sense morally,” he said. 
“If they can’t sustain them-
selves, then their commu-
nities can’t survive.”

Jennifer Maurici 
passed by the group of 
about two dozen protesters 
on her way to Queens Fam-
ily Court, where she works 
as a social worker. She said 
she was not sure if raising 
the minimum wage would 
be detrimental to small 
business owners.

“Who’s paying the 
minimum wage? Is it the 
movie theaters and fast 
food restaurants? I imagine 
a lot of the money goes up 
to the top,” she said. “It’s a 
complex issue.”

After gathering near 
Jamaica Center, the protest-
ers marched down Jamaica 
Avenue, drawing honks of 

support from a few Verizon 
trucks passing by. As it ap-
proached the JFK AirTrain 
terminal on Sutphin Boule-
vard, the crowd chanted, 
“Hey, hey JFK! Give your 
workers better pay!”

Brooklyn resident 
Samuel McCalm said he 
works as a baggage handler 
for a contractor at JFK for 
$8 an hour. He said he strug-
gled to support his family of 
three on his income.

“We want better wages 
that can support ourselves, 
our families and our com-
munity,” he said.

The report concluded 
by recommending raising 
the state’s minimum wage, 
requiring employers who 
accept taxpayer subsidies 
to pay a living wage and 
making it easier for work-
ers to gain collective bar-
gaining rights.

Workers march in Jamaica for living wages

Protesters rally near Jamaica Center before marching to the John F. Kennedy International Airport 
AirTrain terminal, where they called on big businesses to pay their workers a living wage. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (third from r.) listens to a 
constituent with U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley (fourth from r.) at a 
news conference on trucks driving off-route in Woodside. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

Woodsiders ask city to keep trucks out of 65th Place
BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside), U.S. Rep. Jo-
seph Crowley (D-Jackson 
Heights) and civic members 
called upon the NYPD and 
city Department of Trans-
portation Monday to better 
enforce truck traffic laws 
in Woodside.

The members of the 
Communities of Maspeth 
and Elmhurst Together, a 
civic group, said at a news 
conference at 65th Place 
and 50th Avenue that trucks 
pass through the neighbor-
hood daily and at all hours, 
making noise and wreck-
ing the roads.

Even though the desig-
nated truck route through 
Maspeth/Woodside from 
the Long Island Expressway 
to the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway is Maurice 
Avenue to 58th Street — a 
roadway that is mostly 
bordered by cemeteries — 

many truckers drive their 
18-wheelers through the 
residential neighborhoods.

“This is not accept-
able,” Van Bramer said. 
“We are not looking the 
other way.”

Driving on roads out-
side the truck route is al-
ready illegal for trucks if 
they are not using them 
to make deliveries, but 
the elected officials urged 
the NYPD to increase en-
forcement and the DOT to 
erect signs noting that it is 
against the law for trucks to 
drive through 65th Place.

A city DOT spokesman 
said although the truck 
routes are posted online 
and elsewhere, the depart-
ment would look into the 
issue.

“Based on this re-
quest, we will inspect the 
area and see if any signs 
enhancements or other en-
hancements are needed,” 
he said.

The NYPD did not re-

spond to requests for com-
ment.

Van Bramer said the 
trucks impede the air qual-
ity and bring pollution, 
but also have caused dam-
age to the streets, which 
do not have the capacity to 
constantly withstand the 
18-wheeler trucks driving 
over them.

“The streets were not 
built for and are not pre-
pared for these trucks,” 
Van Bramer said.

Crowley, who grew up 
in the neighborhood and 
still has a home near 65th 
Place, said the trucks also 
sometimes damage trees 
and get lost on side streets, 
where they can get stuck 
because the streets are too 
narrow for the trucks to 
pass.

“It’s about air quality. 
It’s about noise pollution. 
It’s about infrastructure,” 
Crowley said.

COMET member Al 
Blieka said an 8-foot-by-8-

foot grating used to cover 
the controls for a traffic 
light at 65th Place and 51st 
Avenue had been shaken 
loose due to the heavy truck 
traffic driving over it. He 
said trucks sometimes 
travel down the length of 
Maurice Avenue, passing 
by PS 229 at 67-25 51st Road 
during school hours.

“It’s really a danger-
ous situation,” Blieka said.

COMET President Roe 
Daraio said she thought en-
forcement might be more 
important than signs, as 
truckers are required to 
know the routes. She sug-
gested that deterrents like 
cameras or medians on 
65th Place may be more ef-
fective.

“They just cut through 
here like bats out of hell,” 
she said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Protesters marched in 
Jamaica last week to bring 
attention to a new report 
highlighting the plight of 
low-wage workers in the 
city and one that named a 
few Queens businesses as 
some of the biggest offend-
ers.

The report, released 
by the pro-labor groups 
UnitedNY and the Alliance 
for a Greater New York , 
detailed how some of the 
jobs projected to experi-
ence substantial growth in 
the coming years — food 
service workers, cashiers, 
home health aides and re-
tail salespeople — pay be-
low the living wage, defined 
by the groups as $11.50 an 
hour, or $23,000 a year.

Drawing the ire of 
living-wage advocates were 
the owner of a citywide car 
wash chain with an outlet 
in Jamaica and the head 
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Families flocked to the Hall of Science for Dragon Boat Family 
Day, where they had the chance to build boats and test whether 
their crafts would float. (Clockwise from top l.) Teddy L’Henaff, 7 
months, waves his creation; Alexander Balogh, 5, sees that his boat 
will stay above water instead of sinking; a dragon head, which is 
used to decorate boats in the annual festival in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park, is on display; Amelie L’Henaff creates her sailboat; 
paintings made with stamps hang up to dry; Kenton Chan, 8, gets 
some help from his mother Sue; and Amy Choley, 5, and Jessica 
Boodhoo, 11, from Laurelton try out oars and life vests. 

Photos by Christina Santucci 
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involved purchasing and 
testing numerous prod-
ucts, The Humane Society 
of the United States re-
vealed that Unique Product 
Enterprises had violated 
the Dog and Cat Protection 
Act of 2000, which bans 
the import and interstate 
advertisement and sale of 
items made from dog and 
cat fur.

Penalties for this act 
include a $10,000 fine per 
violation, according to 
U.S. Customs. 

After finding that 
dogs had been killed to 
make the products , the 

Humane Society  referred 
the matter to U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection, 
which launched its own 
investigation that resulted 
in the removal of adver-
tisements for the products 
from the Russian compa-
ny’s website.

Pierre Grzybowski, 
policy and enforcement 
manager for the Human 
Society’s Fur-Free Cam-
paign, said the society got 
the tip about the website’s 
practices from a Russian-
speaking Queens woman, 
who saw the products and 
contacted the  animal 
rights group.

“She saw the adver-
tisement in a Russian-
language magazine and 
she was rightly outraged,” 

said Grzybowski. “After 
we got the tip, we collected 
evidence and eventually 
passed it along to law en-
forcement. We put together 
a strong enough case with 
as much evidence as we 
could so that law enforce-
ment would take immedi-
ate action on it.”

According to Grzy-
bowski, the Humane Soci-
ety purchased four items 
for its investigation: a 
blanket, a vest, a pair of 
gloves and a belt. Indepen-
dent laboratory analysis 
determined the fur con-
tained in the products was 
“consistent with having 
originated from a domes-
tic dog.”

One product con-
tained a manufacturing 

label with Chinese charac-
ters, indicating a company 
in western China made 
the product. Grzybowski 
cautioned people to un-
derstand the deadly differ-
ence between dog hair and 
dog fur.

“This wasn’t dog hair 
that was sheered of the dog 
— this is dog fur with the 
skin. These animals were 
skinned for their pelts 
and that is not a humane 
practice,” he said. “Much 
of the domestic dog fur in 
the world market comes 
from China, where condi-
tions are brutal — animals 
beaten, crammed into tiny 
cages and even skinned 
alive.”

could start hitting the 
beach as early as this fall.

A group of commu-
nity advocates, Friends 
of Rockaway Beach, em-
barked on a campaign 
dubbed “Demand the 
Sand” earlier this year to 
raise awareness of Rock-
away’s diminishing shore-
line. The group also said it 
hopes this project is only 
the first step in an ex-
tended plan to protect the 
shoreline.

“Friends of Rockaway 
Beach is excited about the 

news,” the group said in a 
statement. “We are aware 
this is a temporary fix to 
our erosion issues and look 
forward to the conclusion 
of the 2004 Rockaway Re-
formulation Study by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers to find a permanent 
solution to the dangers of 
erosion.”

Parks said federal 
funds are needed to con-
clude the Reformulation 
Study, which would help 
determine which struc-
tures — such as jetties — 
are needed to put a stop to 
Rockaway’s ever-present 
erosion problem.

City Councilman Eric 

Ulrich (R-Ozone Park) 
credited Friends of Rock-
away Beach for raising 
awareness and bringing a 
measure of national atten-
tion to the peninsula. He 
also said filling the beach-
es with sand is not just for 
sunbathers to relax and 
enjoy some time in the sun 
— it is also a major safety 
issue since the sand acts 
as a barrier between resi-
dents and the dangerous 
surf during high-powered 
storms.

“The beaches were 
in desperate need of re-
plenishment,” Ulrich said. 
“People and property were 
left at risk and I commend 

Friends of Rockaway 
Beach for their efforts in 
pushing for this project.”

Rockaway sustained 
much damage as a result 
of last year’s Hurricane 
Irene. The Rockaway 
Beach boardwalk was re-
paired earlier this year 
after the storm ripped it to 
pieces in some places and a 
100-year-old wall separat-
ing a nude beach from rest 
of the population was torn 
down by the high winds 
and rough surf.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

tually went to the govern-
ment and turned into a wit-
ness, wearing a wire since 
December to record ongo-
ing discussions between 
him and Meng about the 
nature of the bribe, Lynch 
said.

“As alleged in the 
complaint, Jimmy Meng 
sought to be a power bro-
ker in the halls of justice, 
but the influence he sought 
to peddle was corrupt and 
his power was illusory,” 
Lynch said in a statement.

The sting operation 
ended Tuesday afternoon, 
when the cooperating wit-
ness brought a fruit basket 
filled with $80,000 stuffed 
inside, on Meng’s instruc-
tions, to Queens Lumber, 
at 34-47 College Point 

Blvd., and federal agents 
arrested Meng.

“Meng, as alleged in 
the complaint, promised 
he could reduce a defen-
dant’s sentence, but only 
if they paid the right price 
and promised to keep 
Meng’s intentions a se-
cret,” said Janice Fedar-
cyk, the FBI’s assistant 
director. “As it turns out, 
Meng was only looking to 
pad his own pockets in the 
form of a bountiful fruit 
basket worth $80,000 in 
bribe money.”

If convicted of wire 
fraud, Meng, 68, faces a 
maximum of 20 years im-
prisonment.

The news appeared to 
blindside Meng’s daughter, 
the Democratic candidate 
for the redrawn Queens 
congressional seat to be 
vacated by U.S. Rep. Gary 
Ackerman (D-Bayside). 

Grace Meng now holds her 
father’s old Flushing seat 
in the Assembly.

“I am shocked and 
deeply saddened by these 
allegations. Prior to this 
afternoon’s reports, I had 
no knowledge of my fa-
ther’s actions or the in-
vestigation,” Grace Meng 
said. “I am independent of 
my father — always have 
been, always will be. Until 
more facts emerge and we 
have a better understand-
ing of the situation, the 
only thing further I’ll say 
is that I urge my father to 
fully cooperate with all au-
thorities.”

According to Queens 
political sources, Jimmy 
Meng is widely known as 
a vote-gathering force who 
can mobilize the Flushing 
community and was in-
volved in filling the polls 
with her daughter’s sup-

porters in the June 26 pri-
mary.

Peter Tu, head of the 
Flushing Chinese Busi-
ness Association and a 
prominent figure in Flush-
ing, said he will let the 
courts decide whether or 
not Jimmy Meng is guilty.

But he was afraid that 
the arrest might cast a 
pall on Grace Meng’s cur-
rent campaign to become 
the first Asian-American 
congresswoman from New 
York state.

“I’m very upset,” Tu 
said, “because I’m wor-
ried about Grace Meng’s 
future.”

In 2007, Simon Ting, 
a former aide to Jimmy 
Meng, was charged with 
voter registration fraud in 
relation to Meng’s success-
ful bid for an Assembly 
seat.

Ranking behind Dis-
trict 26, District 25 — cov-
ering Whitestone, College 
Point, Flushing, Murray 
Hill, Queensboro Hill and 
Kew Gardens Hill — report-
ed 61.9-percent proficiency 
in ELA and 79.7-percent in 
math.

On the other hand,  
ELA scores in District 29, 
which includes Queens Vil-
lage, Hollis, Laurelton St. 
Albans, Camrbia Heights, 
Rosedale and parts of Ja-
maica and Springfield 
Gardens,  (44.1 percent) and 
math (50.8 percent) were 
the lowest throughout the 
borough and below the 
state averages.

District 27 — cover-
ing the Rockaways, South 
Ozone Park, Howard 
Beach, Old Howard Beach, 
Ozone Park, Woodhaven, 
Richmond Hill and parts 
of Springfield Gardens and 
South Jamaica — reported 
proficiencies of 51.5 percent 
in ELA and 63.3 percent in 
math.

District 24 — covering 
Ridgewood, Middle Village, 
Maspeth, Corona, North 
Corona and parts of Sun-
nyside and Woodside — had 
a 51.6-percent proficiency 
rate in ELA, and 69.4 per-
cent in math.

Students in District 
30 — covering Steinway, 
Astoria, Long Island City, 
Jackson Heights and East 
Elmhurst — had a profi-
ciency rate of 52.9 percent 
in ELA and 68.7 percent in 
math.

District 28 — covering 
Rego Park, Forest Hills, 
Briarwood and parts of 
Jamaica, South Jamaica, 
Richmond Hill and South 
Ozone Park — reported 
52-percent proficiency in 
ELA and 64.2 percent in 
math.

Overall, students 

throughout the city tested 
at lower rates than the state 
averages, but the improve-
ments they made on those 
exams outpaced the rate of 
improvements statewide — 
a fact education officials 
hailed.

“Our administration’s 
core philosophy is that if we 
raise our expectations, our 
kids will reach them,” said 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 
“The progress we see this 
year doesn’t give us a rea-
son to rest — it gives us a 
reason to strive for even 
greater gains. There’s still 
much more work to do, but 
there’s no question our 
students are headed in the 
right direction.”

For the past two years, 
the city has been prepar-
ing classrooms to adopt 
the Common Core, which 
clearly articulates stan-
dards students across 45 
states should be expected 
to reach upon graduation. 
Next year’s third- through 
eighth-grade state tests will 
reflect the Common Core, 
requiring students to read 
more complex texts and test 
them on a narrower range 
of topics in math.

State Board of Regents 
Chancellor Merryl Tisch 
said the numbers showed 
some “positive momen-
tum,” but added students 
of color, English language 
learners and special educa-
tion students were still not 
on track for college and ca-
reer readiness.

“That’s why we are 
continuing to press for-
ward with critical reforms 
to ensure all of our kids are 
ready for college and ca-
reers. In the fall we will be-
gin to phase in a new, more 
challenging, content-rich 
curriculum and continue 
to press for the implemen-
tation of a rigorous teacher 
evaluation system in every 
district across the state,” 
she said.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg points out that city schools made im-
provements at a rate higher than the state average on English 
and math exams. Photo courtesy Michael Bloomberg
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only $19.95
• Appetizer: Goulash Soup or Salad • Entrees: (Choose from either Pork or Chicken Cutlet) 

Wienerschnitzel, Wienerschnitzel Ala Holstein, Jagerschnitzel, Zigeunerschnitzel, Schnitzel in 
Kapernsauce, Schnitzel au Poivre (Entrees Served with Choice of Potato or Vegetable) 

• Dessert: Homemade Rice Pudding Individually Baked with Meringue Topping, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.
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Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate


