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Dionne Gordon speaks about her brother, who was shot and killed in 2010, during 
a meeting between relatives of murder victims and U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks.  

Photo by Maria Lopez

Comrie surveys 
St. Albans biz 
on soda ban

BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilman Leroy Com-
rie (D-St. Albans), an opponent of 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s so-
called soda ban, said if hizzoner 
was really committed to reducing 
the amount of sugar New Yorkers 
consume, there was a better way 
to go about doing so than limiting 
the size of drinks a business can 
sell.

“I never supported the ban. 
Truly, I think it’s smoke and mir-
rors,” Comrie said Tuesday as he 
prepared to poll a few restaurants 
in St. Albans on their stance on 
the proposed ban. “If they really 
wanted to be serious about low-
ering sugar, they should address 
that.”

The councilman suggested 
a more effective approach might 
be modeled on legislation he in-
troduced to limit the amount of 
sodium and calories in fast-food 
meals marketed at children. The 
bill was not passed into law, but 
McDonald’s took it upon itself 
to offer healthier menu alterna-
tives.

Bloomberg has suggested 
banning the sale of certain sug-
ary drinks larger than 16 ounces 
at certain types of businesses in 
an attempt to curb obesity.

Eliot Hoff, a spokesman for 
the anti-soda ban group, New 

Families share 
memories of 

lost loved ones
Meeks hosts lunch to discuss violence

BY RICH BOCKMANN

One still-grieving woman 
lamented it was the group no one 
wants to belong to.

Sharon Plummer’s son, 
Shawn Plummer, was killed July 
13. Brigitte Hoggard 
lost her son, Terell 
Fountain, June 26, 
2011. Emett Mason’s 
son, Sidney Mason, 
was just 10 when he 
was gunned down 
in 1969.

Some women 
wept with sorrow 
as they recounted 
the tragic fate their 
sons met, their 
voices choked as 
they tried to ex-
plain how their loss 
affected them. One 
woman screamed 
with anger at the thought of her 

son’s murderer receiving “too 
much privilege” in the prison sys-
tem. Another mother, who spent 
17 years in prison, assured her 
that incarceration was “excruci-
ating agony.”

But no matter how differ-
ent their stories, 
no matter how dif-
ferent their experi-
ences, the one thing 
the family mem-
bers who sat down 
for lunch at The 
Door Restaurant, 
at 163-07 Baisley 
Blvd. in Springfield 
Gardens, Monday 
share in common 
is that, for better or 
worse, they belong 
to a community of 
people who have 
lost loved ones to 
violence.

Continued on Page 16

Sharon Plummer’s son 
Shawn was killed last 
month in Far Rockaway.  

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 16
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JAMS Festival ready
to rock this weekend
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BY RICH BOCKMANN

John F. Kennedy In-
ternational Airport has 
the most potential of all 
U.S. airports to be the 
most influential global-su-
perspreader of contagious 
diseases, according to a 
new study released by the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology.

Researchers in the 
school’s Department of 
Civil and Environmental 
Engineering created a de-
tailed model of mobility 
patterns at the country’s 40 
largest airports, and found 
that due to its connectiv-
ity, traffic and geography, 
JFK would have the largest 
influence in spreading a 
disease during the first 15 
days of an outbreak.

“Our work is the first 

to look at the spatial spread-
ing of contagion processes 
at early times and to pro-
pose a predictor for which 
‘nodes’ — in this case, air-
ports — will lead to more 
aggressive spatial spread-
ing,” said Ruben Juanes, an 
associate professor.

Conventional models 
created by scientists who 
study complex networks ex-
amine which locations ulti-
mately develop the highest 
infection rates, but the MIT 
researchers’ model focused 
on how influential an air-
port would be in spreading 
a disease that originated in 
its home city.

Researchers used cell-
phone data to model    travel 
patterns among airports to 
determine the likelihood of 
any single traveler flying 
from one airport to another, 

and found that the largest 
airports are not necessar-
ily the most influential.

JFK ranked first fol-
lowed by Los Angeles In-
ternational, but both have 
fewer flights each year 
than the nation’s busiest 
airport, Harsfield-Jackson 
International in Atlanta, 
which came in eighth.

Honolulu Interna-
tional Airport, on the other 
hand, has only about 30 per-
cent as much air traffic as 
JFK, but due to its location 
and many connections to 
distant, large and well-con-
nected hubs, it ranks third 
in terms of its contagion-
spreading influence.

Rounding out the 
rankings were airports in 
San Fransisco, followed by 
Newark, Chicago’s O’Hare 
and Washington’s Dulles. 

Boston’s Logan Interna-
tional Airport ranked 15th.

The study could lead 
to New York City getting its 
fare share of vaccines for 
diseases akin to SARS or 
H1N1.

“The findings could 
form the basis for an ini-
tial evaluation of vaccine 
allocation strategies in 
the event of an outbreak 
and could inform national 
security agencies of the 
most vulnerable pathways 
for biological attacks in a 
densely connected world,” 
Juanes said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY PHIL CORSO

To a farmer living in 
upstate New York, hydrof-
racking is a local issue, but 
after a more global discus-
sion in his office last week, 
state Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) said he was sur-
prised to realize how inter-
national the controversial 
drilling method could be.

Avella met last Thurs-
day with Jeremy Bucking-
ham, a member of the state 
Legislative Council  in Aus-
tralia’s New South Wales, to 
share their concerns about 
hydrofracking in both New 
York and abroad.

“This isn’t just an is-
sue for New York state. It 
affects the entire world,” 
Avella said of the heav-
ily debated oil extraction 
procedure. “We have to be 
careful about how we do 
this sort of thing and it is 
helpful to share our com-
mon interests.”

Hydrofracking in-
volves the extraction of 
natural gas and petroleum 
by drilling through rock 

and has been a major talk-
ing point throughout New 
York as Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo considers allowing it 
in the state. Buckingham 
said he was visiting law-
makers and other influen-
tial speakers throughout 
the United States on a self-
proclaimed “frack-finding 
tour” to learn more about 
its effects.

The Australian law-
maker said he chose to visit 
Avella because of his public 
opposition to the possibility 
of bringing fracking to New 
York. He said lawmakers 
in Australia looked to the 
United States as an older 
brother and he has been 
watching the country’s hy-
drofracking debate closely 
while working to draft his 
own legislation to protect 
farmland from hydrofrack-
ing.

“Tony has a very 
strong record on this issue. 
He tells the truth and the 
truth is very concerning,” 
Buckingham said. “There 
are lots of politicians, but 

Researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology say John F. Kennedy International Airport would have the most influence of 
any airport in the nation on the spread of contagious diseases.

JFK could spread disease
Kennedy leads U.S. airports with potential to fan global contagion

Avella looks abroad 
to address fracking

State Sen. Tony Avella (r.) shakes hands with lawmaker 
Jeremy Buckingham of New South Wales in Australia. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo

Continued on Page 17
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MEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

UNIVERSAL 

C.N.A. Stateboard Testing Onsite

Employment Opportunities In Nursing
Homes Hospitals & Medical Offices

COME JOIN US TODAY FOR 
CAREER TRAINING IN:

Nurse Assistant/Aide (CNA)
Patient Care Technician

   (Ekg+Phlebotomy)
Medical Laboratory Technician
Medical Assistant
Physical Therapy Aide

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPT. ESTABLISHED SINCE 1993 

DAY, EVENING & WEEKEND CLASSES, EZ PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE

718-739-6768
718-739-3258
718-739-9145

P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.

Pricey property hits Far Rockaway real estate market
Firm looks for buyers interested in paying close to $6 million for beachfront property on peninsula

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Any potential land 

buyers hoping to snatch 
up beach front property in 
Far Rockaway better have 
deep pockets — a lot of deep 
pockets.

According to real 
estate investment firm 
Eastern Consolidated, a 
72,997-square-foot vacant 
property is hitting the mar-
ket at a staggering $5.9 mil-
lion. The firm is seeking 
possible investors for the 
two waterfront land parcels 
bounded by beach to the 
east and Seagirt Avenue to 
the west.

Specifically, the 1.68-
acre offering is comprised 
of 126, 128, 130, 134, 136 and 
140 Beach St.; 146-160 Beach 
5th St.; 151-163 Beach 5th 
St.; 150-162 Beach 6th St; 
and 509-511 Seagirt Ave.

“The demand for beach 

front property is high, we 
are already experiencing 
huge investor interest,” 
said David Schechtman, 
Eastern Consolidated’s 
executive managing direc-
tor. “The seller is seeking 
to attract a potential buyer 
to underwrite the comple-
tion of the project, which 
consists of four attached 
housing clusters and 60 
residences.”

City Department of 
Finance records indicate 
Beach Front Estates LLC 
as the seller of the prop-
erty. According to records 
from the city Department 
of Buildings, there is cur-
rently a stop-work order 
on this property pending 
the submission of tidal wet-
lands maps and a permit to 
build from the city Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation, which any 
applicant must provide to 

the DOB.
The DOB began re-

quiring such documents to 
build on coastal areas in 
July 2009. 

The peninsula’s  nearly 
$6 million property should 
come as no surprise to real 
estate watchers, as a May 

report by real estate search 
engine and research site 
propertyshark.com recent-
ly named a nearby site as 
the priciest stretch of land 
in Queens.

According to the re-
port, the most expensive 
block in the borough was 

located in Belle Harbor-
Neponsit in the Rockaways, 
where the median sale 
price on the beach front 
block, between 145th and 
Beach 146th streets, was 
$2.5 million.

Marketing analyst 
Laura Gatea, from proper-
tyshark.com, said expen-
sive real estate in Queens 
is usually located in the 
northern part of the bor-
ough, but the beach front 
attraction of the Rockaways 
drives the price up.

“The immediate area 
surrounding the most ex-
pensive parts of the Rock-
aways is largely beautiful 
beach front,” she said. “It is 
also a very well taken care 
of area.”

Lipa Lieberman, se-
nior director of Eastern 
Consolidated, said the 
property’s close proximity 
to the water is the biggest 

draw for a buyer looking to 
build numerous waterfront 
houses.

“The waterfront cur-
rently features a public 
beach front with an inlet 
leading to the Atlantic 
Ocean, less than half a mile 
away,” said Lieberman, 
adding the surrounding 
neighborhood is comprised 
of a mix of single-family 
and multi-family houses 
with high-rise residential 
buildings on nearby beach 
front parcels.

But not everyone be-
lieves this location is the 
safest bet for someone in-
tent on building several 
pricey pads or one super-
luxurious, multimillion-
dollar house.

Brian Vogel, a Rock-
away resident, said anyone 
building on the peninsula 
had better be sure they 
have flood insurance.

A real estate firm is looking to sell a piece of prop-
erty in Far Rockaway for close to $6 million. 

Image courtesy Eastern Consolidated
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4 Comrie wants dollar vans in boro taxi plan
City councilman says TLC broke promises made to industry, but commission disagrees

BY RICH BOCKMANN

City Councilmen Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
and Jumaane Williams 
(D-Brooklyn) gathered 
with commuter van driver-
owners from both boroughs 
near Jamaica Center Tues-
day, calling on the commis-
sioner of the city Taxi & 
Limousine Commission to 
grandfather the commuter 
van companies into the 
outer-borough taxi street-
hail plan.

Standing alongside 
the line of commuter vans 
on 153rd Street between 
Archer and Jamaica av-
enues, the councilmen said 
TLC Commissioner David 
Yassky made a number of 
promises as he was trying 
to rally support for the leg-
islation last year, including 
the promise that if the bill 
passed he would institute 
rules to regulate the com-
muter van industry under 
the TLC.

“We found out Com-

missioner Yassky kept 
absolutely none of those 
promises,” Comrie said.

But a TLC spokesman 
said the commuter van 
industry would have the 
same opportunity livery-
cab companies have to vol-
untarily join the program.

“With the greatest of 
respect for Councilmen 
Comrie and Williams, you 
should know that commut-
er vans will absolutely be 
welcome to participate in 
the borough taxi program,” 
said spokesman Allan 
Fromberg.

The Council ultimate-
ly did not approve the plan, 
forcing Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg to reach out 
to Gov. Andrew Cuomo to 
get it passed through the 
state Legislature. A State 
Supreme Court judge put 
a temporary restraining 
order on the plan after the 
taxi industry filed a lawsuit 
claiming the city and Leg-
islature violated the state 
constitution by passing the 

law without the approval of 
the Council.

Comrie and Williams 
said they would like to see 
the commuter vans grand-
fathered into the borough 
tax plan in order to avoid 
registration costs that 
could put the companies 
out of business.

Both councilmen said 
their communities have 
long relied on commuter 
vans, especially in the 
face of cutbacks from gov-
ernment agencies, such 
as when the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
eliminated several south-
east Queens bus routes in 
2010.

Hector Ricketts, whose 
commuter van company 
serves Queens and Brook-
lyn, said Mayors Rudolph 
Giuliani and Michael 
Bloomberg have signed a 
total of six executive or-
ders giving the industry 
the authority to pick up and 
drop off passengers on the 
street. Bloomberg signed 

executive orders during the 
2005 transit strike, and in 
the aftermath of the 2007 
tornados allowing com-
muter vans to pick up and 
discharge passengers along 
bus routes.

“Once the crisis ended, 
things went back to nor-
mal,” Ricketts said.

Several of the commut-
er van company owners, 
most of whom drove vans 
themselves, said they are 
allowed to pick up passen-
gers in the designated area 
on 153rd street, but if they 
were to drop a customer 
off just around the corner, 
they would be harassed by 
the authorities.

Part of the problem, 
Comrie said, was that the 
authorities have no way to 
distinguish whether a com-
pany is a legitimate one, 
or one of many unlicensed 
and often uninsured com-
panies.

Licensing the legiti-
mate companies through 

Van driver Leroy Morrison (c.) is joined by City Councilmen 
Leroy Comrie (l.) and Jumaane Williams in asking the city Taxi & 
Limousine Commission to grandfather the commuter van industry 
into the outerborough taxi plan. Photo by Yinghao Luo

BY REBECCA HENELY

They came to battle 
and exchange good-natured 
hipster jokes.

To celebrate his birth-
day, Astorian Rob Forrest-
er arranged a battle of the 
boroughs in Astoria Park 
Saturday. In a Facebook 
event post titled “Epic Wa-
ter Balloon & Water Gun 
Fight (Queens vs. Brook-
lyn),” Forrester invited 
Queensites and Brook-
lynites to settle their rival-
ry in a friendly, H2O-filled 
competition.

“I wanted to bring the 
two boroughs together,” 
Forrester said.

Forrester, 29, has lived 
in Astoria for five years and 
works as a TV producer. He 

said he wanted to spend his 
birthday Saturday outside 
a bar, and the rivalry be-
tween Queens and Brook-
lyn, two boroughs that are 
right next to each other but 
whose residents often do 
not connect, provided the 
inspiration.

Participants brought 
air-pressurized water guns 
and many water balloons to 
Astoria Park near Ditmars 
Boulevard for the fight. For-
rester asked the players to 
wear blue and white cloth-
ing if they were represent-
ing Queens and blue and 
gold clothing if they were 
representing Brooklyn in 
keeping with the counties’ 
flags.

Queens had more rep-
resentation than Kings 

County at the match, with 
some Queensites defecting 
to help out their brothers 
and sisters across the Pu-
laski Bridge. About 30 peo-
ple ended up fighting for 
Queens, while the 12 fight-
ing for Brooklyn endured 
some hipster-flavored trash 
talk before the match.

“Hey, what’s it like 
not wearing tight pants for 
once?” asked a member of 
Team Queens.

The barb was later fol-
lowed up with, “You guys 
should start first so you 
can say you were doing it 
before it was cool.”

Team Brooklyn re-
sponded with chants of, 
“B.K.! B.K.! B.K.!”

“I enjoyed the pre-

Queens, Brooklyn settle rivalry 
in Astoria Park water battle

MTA says union wage freeze, 
fare hikes must reduce defi cit

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

MTA officials describe 
their financial plight as 
fraught with risk, although 
Chairman Joseph Lhota 
says he is more optimis-
tic now than when he took 
over the transit agency six 
months ago.

Lhota said he is, how-
ever, concerned over the 
“long-term trend in our ex-
penses.”

In any case, the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority plans a 7.5 per-
cent fare hike for riders of 
buses, subways and com-
muter railroads early next 
year. The fare increase 
would bring in $450 million 
annually. The basic fare is 
now $2.25 before special 

discounts.
“I have to emphasize 

this is a risk-laden plan,” 
Chief Financial Officer 
Robert Foran told an MTA 
board meeting July 25 in 

an exhaustive review of the 
2013-16 financial plan.

“We have to continue 
to reduce costs,” Foran 
said. “We cannot let up.”

Foran said the MTA 
might ease through the 
financial peril, but only 
“if everything falls into 
place.”

That might be easier 
said than done.

For instance, a vital 
part of the plan is called 
Net Zero, which means per-
suading the 36,000 workers 
represented by the Trans-
port Workers Union to give 
up a pay raise for three 
years.

“If we don’t get this 
one thing — the Net Zero 
labor settlement — our 

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

Chairman Joseph Lhota says 
he is less concerned about the 
financial situation of the agen-
cy than when he first started. 

Photo by Philip Newman 

Continued on Page 52
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5EDC cites ‘08 global crisis
Pinsky discusses how fi nancial meltdown altered Willets Pt. project

Seth Pinsky discusses the ins and outs of the Willets Point redevelopment. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Two sides weigh in on soda ban plan
BY KAREN FRANTZ

Controversy over a proposal 
to limit the size of sugary drinks in 
many New York City food service es-
tablishments played out at a public 
hearing last week, with opponents 
blasting the so-called soda ban as gov-
ernment overreach but supporters 
saying it was an important measure 
to bring down obesity rates.

The soda rule would limit the 
size of sweetened drinks to 16 ounces 
in any establishment that requires a 
city Department of Health grade, in-
cluding restaurants, movie theaters, 
and sports arenas.

It would not apply to grocery 
stores or convenience marts, or to 
other drinks such as diet soda, alco-
hol, or primarily fruit or dairy-based 
drinks.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg pro-

posed the rule and has said it would 
help curb the costs of treating obesity-
related ailments, which he says is $4 
billion per year.

The hearing was held July 24 at 
the Long Island City headquarters of 
the city Health Department, which 
will vote on the measure in Septem-
ber.

Critics at the hearing said the 
rule arbitrarily singles out soda as 
the cause of obesity and that it would 
unfairly apply to some but not all ven-
dors.

City Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) lambasted the pro-
posal, saying it would hurt local busi-
ness.

“This short-sided measure will 
shut down production in movie the-
aters, pizza places, restaurants, coffee 
shops — even ice cream parlors will 
be affected by this absolutely ridicu-
lous ban,” he said.

He said small businesses would 
have to choose between firing employ-
ees or closing. “Yet right next door the 
local 7-Eleven can still sell the super-
sized 120-ounce Big Gulp,” he said.

He also pointed to facilities in 
Queens such as Pepsi, Vitaminwater 

City Councilman Daniel Halloran speaks at 
the hearing. Photo by Yinghao Luo

The city Department of 
Education says the former 
principal of August Martin High 
School has declined an offer to 
return to the school.

New principals set 
for fi ve high schools

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Despite a recent court 
ruling striking down the 
city’s controversial attempt 
to restructure 24 struggling 
schools throughout the five 
boroughs, principals at five 
of those high schools in 
Queens have rejected offers 
to return to their schools, 
according to the city De-
partment of Education.

Flushing, August Mar-
tin, Richmond Hill, John 
Adams and Long Island 
City high schools will all 
open their doors in Septem-
ber with new principals. 
Newtown and William Cul-
len Bryant high schools 
will keep the same princi-
pals they had last year.

The DOE started intro-
ducing new principals at 
some of the troubled high 
schools as early as April, 
even before the city Panel 
for Educational Policy 
voted to approve the “turn-
around” plan, which calls 
for replacing the principal 
and more than half of the 
teachers at each school.

At the end of the school 
year, the department start-
ed reviewing the teachers 
at each of the schools, and 
a number of them were 
told they would not have 
a job at their school next 
year. These teachers were 
not fired and were encour-
aged to seek new jobs at 
other schools through the 
open market. Some of these 

teachers have been picked 
up by other schools.

In the meantime, 
the United Federation of 
Teachers and the Coun-
cil of School Supervisors 
and Administrators took 
the department to arbitra-
tion over the turnaround 
plan, and last week a State 
Supreme Court judge up-
held the arbitrator’s ruling 
that the method violated a 
stipulation in the unions’ 
contracts about removing 
teachers and principals 
from the class based on se-
niority.

The city said it intend-
ed to appeal the ruling, but 
a decision was unlikely to 
be made in time before the 
school year starts. The DOE 
sent letters to the principals 
and teachers who had been 
let go, offering them their 
jobs back.

Five of the principals 
declined to return, accord-
ing to the DOE. Friday was 
the deadline for teachers to 
return their letters, and the 
department said it would 
not know until later this 
summer how many decided 
to return to their schools.

Another thing that 
was not clear if any of the 
turnaround schools’ names 
would be changed in the 
fall. The city announced 
new names for the schools 
in May, and a DOE spokes-
man said there are still 
discussions going on about 
what name each school will 
have.

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans), 
chairman of the Queens 
delegation, was opposed to 
the mayor’s plan and said 
he was not surprised the 
principals chose not to re-
turn.

“It’s a mess,” he said. 
“The DOE is not serious 
about retention and giv-
ing them the resources to 
do well. Why would they 
come back with that kind of 
cloud hanging over them? 
The city needs to drop the 
appeals and focus on the 
kids.” 

Continued on Page 52

Continued on Page 52

BY JOE ANUTA

Critics of the proposed $3 bil-
lion, mixed-use development in Wil-
lets Point can look to the 2008 global 
economic downtown for controver-
sial changes to the massive project, 
according to city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. President Seth Pinsky, 
who discussed some of the thorny is-
sues associated with developing the 
Iron Triangle.

“This is something, obviously, 
that many administrations have 
worked on,” Pinsky said at a recent 
meeting with the TimesLedger News-
papers, referring to the city’s ambi-
tious  plan to turn a series of auto 
body shops and industrial businesses 
built on contaminated soil into a new 
neighborhood between Flushing and 
Corona.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg an-
nounced in June that Sterling Equi-
ties, the real-estate arm of the New 
York Mets, and Related Cos., headed 
by Manhattan real estate mogul Ste-
phen Ross, won a bidding process to 
develop the first portion of the 62-acre 
project, which will eventually include 
a hotel, housing and retail compo-
nents along 126th Street across from 
Citi Field and an entertainment and 
shopping center on the current Mets 
parking lot to the west of the stadi-
um.

Bloomberg and Pinsky both tout 
the project as exactly what the City 
Council and community signed off on 
in 2008 when the proposal was wend-
ing its way through the city Legisla-
ture.

But the EDC has come under fire 
for changes to how that original plan 
will be realized.

For starters, the affordable hous-
ing component of the project will be 
the last to be built instead of being 
constructed concurrently with the re-
tail and hotel portions.

Pinsky partially attributed the 
change to the 2008 collapse of the 
Lehman Brothers investment bank, 
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1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“Nobody thought my husband could ever visit Montauk again. 
Nobody except Calvary.”

“When my husband Frank’s cancer became terminal, his wish was 
to be at home. Confi ned to a wheel chair and in constant pain, this 
proud war veteran didn’t deserve to die like that. Our fi nal gift to him 
was to keep him out of pain, and visit his favorite place on earth – 
Montauk. We knew we needed the best hospice care possible. We 
needed Calvary@Home. Immediately, Calvary was a part of our family, 
managing Frank’s pain like no one else before. The change in him was 
remarkable. We talked, we laughed, and for a few precious weeks, 
we visited Montauk again – the water, the breeze, the comfort. 
Calvary@Home gave Frank back his dignity. And gave us back our lives.”

– Mary Pankowitz 

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org or call us at 718-518-2465.

Briarwood demands more cops near Main St.
BY REBECCA HENELY

About 30 Briarwood resi-
dents rallied on Main Street be-
tween Queens Boulevard and 
Manton Street Saturday to de-
mand a greater police presence 
and better sanitation for the 
stretch of the street, which they 
say is a popular site for car break-
ins.

“This garbage and broken 
cars are damaging the image that 
we have of Briarwood,” said An-
drea Veras, who has lived in the 
neighborhood for six years.

The section of Main Street 
the residents are concerned about 
runs parallel to an exit off the Van 
Wyck Expressway and has two 
bus stops. It is also a block away 
from the Briarwood Library.

But despite its location near 
prominent thoroughfares, Veras 
said the area is not well lit and be-
comes dark after 8 p.m., making 
it a perfect spot for young vandals 
to wreak havoc.

Residents said sometimes 
garbage accumulates in the area 
and the stretch of road is not 

shovelled or de-iced during the 
winter.

Veras said she had been 
planning the rally for two weeks 
because the problems in the area 
are constant despite multiple 
complaints to Community Board 
8, the NYPD and the city Sanita-
tion Department. She said she 
would like the area to have more 
lighting and security cameras.

“I refuse to think that this 
isn’t going to be resolved,” Veras 
said.

Marie Adam-Ovide, district 
manager of CB 8, said the board is 
aware of the issues with break-ins 
but had not heard of any happen-
ing recently. She said she spoke 
to Veras before the rally and has 
worked with her before, but she 
was informed of the rally at the 
last minute.

“I’ll look into the precinct to 
find out what’s going on,” Adam-
Ovide said.

The city Police and Sanita-
tion departments did not respond 
to requests for comment.

Residents at the rally ranged 
from young children to seniors. 

Some were members of either the 
Briarwood Association or the 
Briarwood Association Network 
civics. Many held up signs read-
ing “We need more police pres-
ence” and “Keep Briarwood safe 
and clean.”

Holly Egan, who has lived 
in Briarwood for five years, said 
sometimes 10 cars in a row have 
been vandalized on the street. 
She said the city agencies have 
not been effective in curbing the 
problem.

“They said a couple of times 
in the past they would do things 
and nothing’s ever happened,” 
Egan said. 

Eugene Leon, of the Briar-
wood Action Network, said car 
break-ins happen weekly and that 
these acts will increase the car 
insurance premiums of residents 
in the neighborhood.

Francine D’Aguilar-Holmes, 
who has lived in the neighbor-
hood for 18 years, said when her 
28-year-old daughter moved back, 
her car was broken into on the 
first night she arrived.

“I would like to see more 
police presence in the neighbor-
hood,” D’Aguilar-Holmes said, 
“maybe in the nighttime.”

Veras said she believed the 
protest  would have an effect.

“I think this community 
is so strong,” she said. “We are 
united and we can make change 
happen.”

Reach reporter Rebecca Hene-
ly by e-mail at rhenely@cnglocal.
com or by phone at 718-260-4564.

Briarwood residents and supporters, including Bianca Estrada (l.), rally on Main 
Street. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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BLOTTER

 The program is available to Con Edison residential electric customers who live in one-
to-four unit homes. Refrigerators and freezers must be in working condition, owned by 
the resident, and must be a minimum of 10 cubic feet in size, using inside measurements. 
JACO Environmental is the Con Edison contractor responsible for pick-up and recycling 
of refrigerators and freezers. Limit two units per residential address.

$50
REBATE

$100
A YEAR

ON ENERGY

SAVE UP TO

Get $50 For Recycling 
Your Old Fridge or Freezer
Your freezer or old, working second fridge can cost a lot to run. If you don’t 

use it often, call the Green Team and we’ll recycle it for free. You’ll save 

money and energy, get a $50 rebate, and help keep harmful materials out 

of landfi lls. 

To schedule a FREE weekday or Saturday pick up, 
call 1-800-430-9505 or visit conEd.com/greenteam 

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

Cops seek shooters of pedestrian in S. Rich Hill

SOUTH RICHMOND HILL — The NYPD was 
seeking information that could help them find the 
drivers of a red Toyota Camry who shot at a young 
man walking on a South Richmond Hill street ear-
lier this month.

Police said on July 13 at 5:20 p.m., a 21-year-old 
Hispanic male was walking on 131st Street near 
103rd Avenue when the car pulled up and two His-
panic men in their late teens or early 20s began 
shooting at him, police said. The car then fled the 
scene, police said.

The victim was taken to Jamaica Hospital with 
gunshot wounds to his calf and thigh but was listed 
in stable condition, police said.

Police released these surveillance images of two suspects 
wanted in connection to a shooting in South Richmond Hill. 

Images courtesy NYPD 

Mountain climber from Queens dead in Peru: AP
PERU — The bodies of an experienced 

Queens climber and his friend from An-
nandale, Va., were found off a ridge on the 
20,000-foot Palcaraju Peak in Peru, the As-
sociated Press reported.

Gil Weiss, 29, of Queens, and Ben 
Horne, 32, of Virginia, had kept in touch 
with the rest of the world via the blog of the 
climbers’ collective pullharder.org. They 
had completed the first six days of climb-
ing and had set out for the next leg when 

they fell about 1,000 feet off the ridge some-
time in mid-July, the AP reported.

Weiss had been to Cordillera Blanca, 
the range where the peak is located, many 
times before — although it was a first-time 
trip for Horne, the AP reported.

Weiss had founded Beyond Adventure 
Productions in Boulder, Colo., a business 
for arranging events in unique and out-of-
the-way locations, the AP reported.

CAMBRIA HEIGHTS — A Queens de-
tective was suspended and a group of men, 
including his cousin, were arrested after 
a kidnapped man was found bound in his 
garage last week, according to a report in 
the New York Post.

Ondre Johnson was stripped of his 
gun after officers traced a ransom call to 
his house and found 25-year-old Brian Kar-
ikari tied up in an attached garage and his 
personal effects stored in a basement safe, 
the Post said.

Johnson, an officer in the Brooklyn 
North gang unit, was not charged, but po-
lice allege that his cousin and a group of 
friends abducted Karikari at gunpoint and 

brought the victim to Johnson’s house, the 
newspaper said.

When police arrived, Johnson an-
swered the door with two guns on him and 
claimed to know nothing of the incident, 
according to the Post.

The cousin, Hakeem Clark, 30, and 
Clark’s cohorts Jason Hutson, 27, and 
James Gayle, 27, were charged with kidnap-
ping and criminal possession of a weapon, 
according to the Post, and a man named Al-
fredo Haughton, 24, was just charged with 
kidnapping.

Officers suspect Karikari and Clark 
may have been involved in credit forgery 
of some type, the Post said.

Queens cop suspended in kidnapping: Report
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BREAKING

BY KAREN FRANTZ

The Jamaica Arts and 
Music Summer Festival, 
a celebration of Queens’ 
cultural diversity and one 
of the largest summer fes-
tivals in the borough, will 
return to Jamaica this 
weekend.

The festival, now in 
its 16th year, will be in the 
format of the iconic variety 
show “Soul Train” and pay 
homage to popular musi-
cians who have recently 
died, including Whitney 
Houston, Heavy D and Gil 
Scott-Heron.

It kicks off Friday 
night with JAMS Under 
the Stars at Rufus King 
Park, at Jamaica Avenue 
and 153rd Street, and will 
culminate Saturday with 
the JAMS open-air street 
festival along Jamaica Av-

enue between Parsons Bou-
levard and 169th Street.

Tyra Emerson, chair-
woman of the JAMS Plan-
ning Committee, which is 
organizing the event, said 
the festival will have an 
“eclectic, exciting lineup” 
of local and global talent.

Friday’s JAMS Under 
the Stars will feature musi-
cians such as Robbie Nova, 
an R&B artist from Queens; 
spoken word performer Ca-
sel Lee, also known as The 
Verbal Artisan; and the 
6-year-old Haitian prodigy 
Malachi.

There will also be a 
“Soul Train” line Friday, 
Emerson said.

“Anyone who’s feeling 
they need to get their funky 
clothes out of the closet and 
wear them, that’s fine,” she 
said.

On Saturday, Emerson 

said the “Soul Train” trib-
ute will kick off the morn-
ing, followed by world mu-
sic in the afternoon. The 
day will also include Zumba 
at 11:30 a.m., led by the Ja-
maica YMCA; performanc-
es by artists, including the 
Srijan Dance Center, the 
musical group Ziggy Bless,  
and stilt walkers.

Between 350 and 400 
vendors will also be at the 
festival, many of them local 
and ranging from shops to 
food carts, Emerson said.

One highlight of both 
Friday and Saturday will 
be Love TV, a traveling 
Australian production that 
tours various festivals and 
other events. Audience 
members are interviewed 
about their love lives or 
other passions, and the in-
terviews are broadcast live 
on screens at the events.

Emerson said Love TV 
will be interviewing people 
at the JAMS festival Fri-
day and Saturday. Emer-
son said she expects a good 
turnout at the festival this 
year, with about 150,000 
people over the two days.

“Each year it keeps 
getting bigger and bigger. 
It’s amazing,” she said.

She said a planning 
committee of several non-
profits work to put on the 
festival each year, which 
she said helps bolster Ja-
maica’s economy.

“People don’t see art as 
economic development, too, 
but it is,” she said.

JAMS Under the Stars 
will take place Friday night 
between 6 p.m. and 10 p.m., 
and the JAMS Festival will 
take place Saturday be-
tween 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Robbie Nova, slated to perform this year, takes the stage to entertain the crowd on Jamaica Avenue during last year’s JAMS Festival.

Jacob Buck, whose heri-
tage is Cayuga and Mohawk, 
wears face paint ressem-
bling the American flag.  

Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens Farm hosts 
colorful Pow-Wow

BY REBECCA HENELY

A spectacle of bright 
colors, feathers and danc-
ing returned to the bor-
ough as the Queens Farm 
Museum hosted the 34th 
annual Thunderbird Grand 
Mid-Summer Pow-Wow this 
weekend.

Members of American 
Indian tribes from as far 
away as Central America 
to as close as Long Island 
took part in the cultural 
festival that has become a 
Glen Oaks mainstay. From 
Friday night until Sunday 
afternoon, the event fea-
tured bonfires, traditional 
dancing and vendors who 
sold food, jewelry and other 
wares from many different 
tribes.

“It’s bringing all my 
native people together,” 
said 37-year-old Jason John-
son, a member of the Long 
Island-based Shinnecock 
tribe, who danced during 
the powwow.

Kitty Mullen, treasur-
er for Thunderbird, said the 
organization has been host-
ing powwows for almost 50 
years. The Queens Farm is 
an ideal location because 
residents can get there 
through public transpor-
tation, but it is far enough 
away from most of the noise 
of the city.

“It really gives you a 

full outdoor park feeling,” 
Mullen said.

Between the dancers 
and the vendors, about 40 
different tribes were repre-
sented at the powwow. She 
said the event raises money 
for scholarships for Ameri-
can Indian students across 
the country. The scholar-
ships have helped students 
become doctors and law-
yers but also enabled them 
go into trade schools.

“We really help people 
all across the board,” she 
said.

The event featured 
many powwows, dances 
done in a circle around 
smoking campfires. Partic-
ipants ranged from young 
children to adult men and 
women.

“I’ve been dancing 
like this since I was 6,” said 
Danny Reese, 38, a member 
of the Ojibwe/Chippewa 
tribe. “I’ve been around 
this my whole life.”

Reese said he is a vet-
eran of Desert Storm, and 
the outfit he wore during 
the dance not only reflected 
his status as a warrior but 
also members of his family.

Another veteran, 
31-year-old Patrick Little 
Wolf from the Tuscarora 
tribe, said his dancing 
was dedicated both to the 
soldiers and his 11- and 
7-year-old daughters, who 
he called “my princesses.”

“You never dance for 
yourself,” Little Wolf said, 
“You always dance for oth-
ers.”

Little Wolf’s wife, 
Emelie Jeffries, of the Oc-
caneechi tribe, also partici-
pated in the powwow as a 
women’s traditional dancer. 
She said that in the Eastern 
woodland tribes, the soci-
ety is matriarchal. When 
the first settlers came from 
Europe and spoke to the 
men of the tribe in councils 
but not the women, the men 
of the tribe would report 
back to the women what the 
European men said after-
ward.

“The women are high-
ly revered in native cul-
ture,” Jeffries said.

JAMS rocks the weekend
Jamaica’s celebrated music and arts festival returns for 16th year

Mobile clinic offers free mammograms
The American-Italian Cancer 

Foundations’s mobile clinic will be 
providing no-cost mammograms and 
clinical breast exams at locations 
across the borough throughout Au-
gust.

The services will be provided to 
women 40 and older with a New York 

City mailing address and who have 
not received a mammogram in the 
past 12 months.

The mobile clinic will be at the 
Joseph P. Addabbo Family Health 
Center in Arverne (Aug. 3), the Coro-
na Health Center (Aug. 4), the Shelter 
Rock Seventh Day Adventists Church 

in South Jamaica (Aug. 5), Council-
man James Sanders’ Far Rockaway 
office (Aug. 10), the Battalion Pente-
costal Assembly in Arverne (Aug. 19) 
and Amazing Medical Services in Ja-
maica (Aug. 31). To make an appoint-
ment call 1-800-628-9090.
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Spend $50 and we’ll give you back  
$50 in Free Play.

See Genting Rewards for complete details.

MINUTES NOT HOURS AWAY

www.rwnewyork.com

Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

In Queens, near JFK Airport at Aqueduct Racetrack. Take  or Q37. 
Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Boulevard Station @ Archer Avenue.  

Shuttle access via LIRR or    trains. 

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420
Call toll free: 1-888-888-8801

New Members Only

FIRST

ON US 

$50

Brooklyn

Queens

Bronx

Long Island

Manhattan

$1,800

$1,700

$1,800

$1,600

$1,400

BY STEVE MOSCO

Legislation to change 
the name of a Queens wild-
life center in honor of  a 
former U.S.  senator from 
New York passed the House 
of Representatives, but it is 
still a long way from being 
a wildly popular idea.

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner’s 
(R-Middle Village) bill, H.R. 
5958, to rename the Jamaica 
Bay Wildlife Refuge Visitor 
Center after Sen. James L. 
Buckley, passed  the House 
last week and now faces a 
Senate vote.

According to Turner, 
bestowing the visitor cen-
ter with the former sena-
tor’s name is a fitting trib-
ute as Buckley was a strong 
proponent of environmen-
tal causes in the state.

Turner said Buckley, 
a conservative Republican 
who is now 89, played a cen-
tral role in the creation of 
the Gateway National Rec-
reation Area, which houses 
the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge.

“Along with fellow 
New York Sen. Jacob Javits, 
Sen. Buckley had the vision 
to create a national wildlife 
refuge in an urban area ac-
cessible to the millions of 
people in New York City as 
well as the millions of other 
residents of the New York 
metropolitan area,” said 
Turner. “Now 40 years later, 
that vision has turned into 
the gold standard for urban 

park space with more than 
8 million annual visitors.”

But not everyone 
shares Turner’s enthu-
siasm for Buckley’s role 
in preserving the state’s 
natural wonders. Outdoor 
advocates who either work 
at the refuge or use its re-
sources are still question-
ing why Buckley is getting 
this honor. 

“No one is saying that 
Sen. Buckley is a bad guy 
or that he didn’t care about 
the environment,” said Dan 
Hendrick, communications 
director for the New York 
League of Conservation 
Voters. “But we just aren’t 
sure how his name comes 
up before other people who 
we think did a lot more for 
the refuge.”

Among the names 
mentioned is Herbert John-
son, appointed by Robert 
Moses as the first manager 
of the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge in 1952. Hendrick 

said Johnson spearheaded 
efforts to improve the natu-
ral habitat at the park and 
made the area easily acces-
sible to the public.

“This was way back 
in the 1950s — well before 
Buckley was involved in 
1972,” said Hendrick, re-
ferring to Buckley’s co-
sponsoring of the Clean 
Water Act. “And it might be 
controversial to name any-
thing after Robert Moses, 
but he probably had more to 
do with the creation of the 
center than anyone.”

Turner contends that 
Buckley’s involvement with 
the Clean Water Act and 
the Grand Canyon National 
Park Enlargement Act both 
illustrate the senator’s 
commitment to conserva-
tion. He also said Buckley 
was an avid birdwatcher 
and that it would be fitting 
for the center, which boasts 
325 bird species, to bear his 
name.

House passes Turner bill
to rename wildlife center

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (c.) wants to rename the wildlife refuge visi-
tor center after a former senator.
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Pols should not vote on their own pay
An open letter to Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo:
llow me the oppor-
tunity to comment 
on your proposal to 
increase legislators’ 

salaries. It represents a 
conflict of interest for any 
legislator to vote on their 
own pay raise. In the past, 
legislation increasing the 
salaries for state Assembly 
members and state senators 
was passed in one legisla-
tive session and would take 
effect in the next session 
— in other words, the next 
elected class of officials.

Although this practice 
does not seem to be spelled 
out in law, it should be con-
tinued with one caveat. 
Any such proposal should 
be announced prior to the 
November general elec-
tions so voters will have an 
opportunity to view Assem-
bly and state Senate candi-
dates in light of a higher 
salary.

Also, I do not believe 
abolishing the per diem 
in return for a pay raise 
serves any useful good gov-
ernment purpose. The per 
diems serve to compensate 

legislators for their hotel 
bills and meals while in Al-
bany and other expenses, 
such as gas and highway 
and bridge tolls to go to and 
from their districts.

In addition, since some 
members travel much great-
er distances than others, 
eliminating the per diem 
would unfairly financially 
affect those members.

A better approach 
would be to stop the anti-
good government lulus 
— aka bonuses — which 
have been used historically 
by the leadership of both 

houses to control individ-
ual member votes. This is 
a practice which should be 
outlawed, and making this 
happen in exchange for a 
pay raise would help im-
prove Albany.

These positions should 
be made full-time in ex-
change for any pay raise.

I hope you will con-
sider my suggestions when 
submitting your proposal 
to the state Legislature.

Tony Avella
State Senator

(D-Bayside)

A BAD WEEK IN THE 
WAR ON GUNS

In one tragic week, a 4-year-old boy was shot to death 
in the Bronx while watching a basketball game and 2,000 
miles away in Aurora, Col., 12 people were shot to death 
and 58 others were wounded by a madman while watching 
the new Batman movie.

Neither incident involved Queens, but in August 2012 
no one can say it couldn’t happen here.

As long as teenage gang members are bringing guns 
to basketball games, it is hard to argue to some modified 
form of stop-and-frisk.

At a recent meeting with 113th Precinct Deputy In-
spector Milt Marmara, Clifton Stanley Diaz, president of 
the Rochdale Village Civic Association, said the problem 
is not stop-and-frisk but the lack of communication be-
tween the police and the community.

In a display of support for the NYPD, Diaz said, “Our 
commander [Marmara] has been out there doing an out-
standing job enforcing the law. But we have to communi-
cate more to make this work.”

Then the conversation hit a wall. The Rochdale Vil-
lage residents said their concern was that police were 
more likely to stop certain types of individuals.

Marmara reassured the civic group that officers were 
not interested in demographics and they just enforced the 
law. No one believes that.

The police employ stop-and-frisk in neighborhoods 
that have a problem with gang and drug-related violence. 
They target people most likely to be carrying a gun and, 
fortunately, most of the time they are wrong.

But handguns tucked inside a waistband are not the 
only weapons that threaten Queens. Stronger legislation 
is needed to make certain that nut cases and drug dealers 
don’t get their hands on the kind of assault weapon James 
Holmes was carrying In Colorado.

His AR-15 had a 100-round drum magazine. He stopped 
firing because his gun jammed.

H.R. 308, a bill introduced in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives by Rep. Carolyn McCarthy from Nassau would 
limit the size of gun magazines to 10 rounds. That’s a good 
start.

Better communication is needed. Residents and police 
must be certain they are on the same side. But residents 
should not have to fear that their children won’t get caught 
in the crossfire at a neighborhood basketball game.

The war on guns has a long way to go.
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Gillibrand must oppose LGA waste transfer station
.S. Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) 
is taking notice of 
a serious problem 

in the New York City area. 
The threat of bird strikes 
against airplanes is real 
and growing because bird 
populations around our 
airports are on the rise.

The senator recently 
paved the way to allow the 
U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture to cull Canada 
geese near John F. Kennedy 
International Airport. This 
move has drawn a public 
outcry from animal rights 
groups across the country. 
Gillibrand has taken a first 
step in addressing this ma-
jor public safety issue, but 

there is a way to reduce 
bird strikes in our area 
without culling geese.

Right now, the city is 
constructing a major gar-
bage transfer station in Col-
lege Point 2,206 feet from 
the end of Runway 13/31 at 
LaGuardia Airport. The 
airport, which has some of 
the highest number of bird 
strike incidents in the coun-
try, is about to become a less 
safe place. Bird strikes are 
sure to skyrocket once the 
city opens the North Shore 
Marine Transfer Station, 
which will process 3,500 
tons of trash a day. The 
trash will then be taken on 
a barge, coming closer to 
the runway.

The danger is so press-
ing that Community Board 
4 voted last month to oppose 
the transfer station because 
it is a danger to air travel-
ers and Queens families on 
the ground. Capt. Chesley 
Sullenberger, who saved 
155 lives in the Miracle on 
the Hudson, also opposes 
the facility and lent his 
voice to an ongoing radio 
campaign to the stop the 
transfer station on safety 
grounds. Former National 
Transportation Safety 
Board Chairman Jim Hall, 
the country’s foremost ac-
cident investigator, is also 
opposed to the facility.

New York has the 
most congested airspace in 

the country. With numer-
ous airports — including 
LaGuardia, JFK, New-
ark Liberty, Teterboro, 
Westchester, Stewart, Mac-
Arthur and others — it is 
critical we have an over-
arching strategy to address 
bird strikes and not deal 
with the problem in a piece-
meal fashion. Leading bird 
strike experts agree that 
culling geese is nothing 
more than a Band-Aid ap-
proach to solving a compli-
cated problem.

This is a major public 
safety issue that demands 
a comprehensive solution 
that protects the airways 
above the city. The consen-
sus among bird experts is 

that a critical component to 
preventing bird strikes is 
stopping the construction 
of the garbage station near 
LaGuardia Airport. U.S. 
Reps. Joe Crowley (D-Jack-
son Heights) and Gary Ack-
erman (D-Bayside) have 
been opponents of the facil-
ity. State Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flush-
ing) and state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
have also been fighting in 
Albany to stop the transfer 
station project.

Gillibrand has ac-
knowledged that bird 
strikes are a serious haz-
ard to aviation. While I am 
grateful and thankful to 
Gillibrand for her leader-

ship on this issue, I call on 
her to join her constituents; 
her colleagues in Congress 
and the state Legislature 
and on community boards 
and chambers of commerce; 
the aviation community; 
and bird strike experts in 
taking action to stop the 
building of the North Shore 
Marine Transfer Station.

Ken Paskar
President

Friends of LaGuardia 
Airport

Manhattan

Citizens United a horrible decision
he U.S. Supreme 
Court, in all its infi-
nite, unbiased wis-
dom, decided 4-3 that 

corporations and unions 
are people and, as such, 
have free speech and, since 
money talks, can contribute 
as much speech as they like 
toward the candidates of 
their choice, making voting 
and buying synonymous.

As an aside, anyone 
that has not noticed the 
funds of the ever-shrinking 
unions and those of the ex-
ponentially growing corpo-
rations has been vacation-
ing on another planet, but 
that is secondary.

One person, one vote is 
and has been our process of 
electing our leaders, and it 
had worked pretty well for 
some time — the electoral 
college being the one devia-
tion that will hopefully be 
abolished. This outrageous 
decision by the Roberts 
court will go down in his-
tory as the most blatantly 
politically biased decision 
and, hopefully, will lead to 
term limits and elections 
for these untouchables.

There have been a num-
ber of voices that should 

be considered, which are 
not coming from the left. 
U.S. Sen. John McCain (R-
Ariz.) said, “I think there 
will be scandals associated 
with the worst decision of 
the United States Supreme 
Court in the 21st century.” 
He also said that allowing 
such an incredible amount 
of money to enter political 
races opens the door for 
corruption and foreign in-
fluence.

But what does an aging 
military hero know about 
the integrity of our coun-
try? Besides, he and many 
others will soon be relics. 
That is because they got 
things done through deeds, 
which are now considered 
despicable terms like “com-
promise” and “working 
across the aisle,” which 
have been supplanted with 
obstruction and “no,” even 
to their own ideas when 
espoused by President Ba-
rack Obama.

Then there is retired 
Justice John Paul Stevens. 
He was nominated during a 
Republican administration 
by President Gerald Ford. 
On Jan. 27, 2010, in his 
State of the Union address, 

Obama declared, “With all 
due deference to separation 
of powers, last week the 
Supreme Court reversed a 
century of law that I believe 
will open the floodgates for 
special interests, includ-
ing foreign corporations, 
to spend without limit in 
our elections. I don’t think 
American elections should 
be bankrolled by America’s 
most powerful interests, or 
worse, by foreign entities.”

Stevens, a past guard-
ian of American law, stepped 
forward and agreed with 
Obama on all scores and 
urged the court to explain 
why the president’s words 
were “not true” as Justice 
Samuel Alito mouthed on 
camera, breaking justices’ 
usual stoic appearance 
during the annual speech. 
“Disgracefully mouthed” is 
a less gentle but more accu-
rate description.

Let’s hope that after 
reassessing the un-Ameri-
can implications and reper-
cussions of the lamentable 
decision, patriotism will 
overpower partisanship.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside

Have a say in spending city money
ity residents pay the 
highest taxes in the 
country. Aside from 
the federal and state 

taxes, we pay city income, 
water, sewer and property 
taxes and more.

Wouldn’t it be nice to 
decide exactly where those 
tax dollars are going?

This year, I am offering 
my constituents in north-
east Queens the chance to 
do just that, through a sys-
tem called Participatory 
Budgeting.

Through Participatory 
Budgeting, my constituents 
can meet, discuss and vote 
on how to spend $1 mil-
lion in capital funds. This 
means bricks and mortar. 
These funds construct 
parks, schools and roads. 
They make an impact in 
their communities for gen-
erations.

Small towns in New 
England are run by town 

meetings to this day. I am 
bringing this philosophy 
to the biggest city in Amer-
ica.

This Tuesday, we 
planned a meeting at the 
Poppenhusen Institute 
in College Point to gather 
ideas. Next week, we’re 
having a follow-up meeting 
at my office in Whitestone. 
The address is 166-08 24th 
Road. Everyone in north-
east Queens is invited to 
attend.

I am hopeful this pro-
cess will increase transpar-
ency in city government. 
I often hear the complaint 
that the city budget is a 
mess — and it is. People do 
not know what they are get-
ting for their tax dollars, 
and it is well-established 
that districts like mine in 
northeast Queens pay in a 
lot more than they receive. 
We do not get anything 
close to our fair share of 

services considering our 
tax base.

With Participatory 
Budgeting, citizens will 
know exactly how $1 mil-
lion of their money is being 
spent. That is a step toward 
more transparency. It is 
a way to get more people 
involved in their govern-
ment, and it will make sure 
city government reflects 
the values and desires of 
New Yorkers.

Come out to the Steer-
ing Committee next week 
at my office. If you have 
any questions about the 
process, call 718-631-6703. 
Remember, the whole point 
is to hear what you have to 
say and to get you involved.

It is your money — 
spend it your way.

Dan Halloran
City Councilman

(R-Whitestone)
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n the 11th state Senate 
District in northeast 
Queens, a battle is be-
ginning. The incum-

bent, Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside), is facing a 
challenge from Republican 
Joe Concannon, a retired 
police captain and former 
official in the Giuliani ad-
ministration.

In the case of Avella, 
two years ago he won an 
upset election over Sen. 
Frank Padavan. The po-
litical events leading up to 
Avella’s success included 
his having been a city 
councilman for seven years 

before he entered a Demo-
cratic primary for mayor 
in 2009 against William 
Thompson, the former city 
comptroller.

Although he lost that 
primary, he nevertheless 
gained from it, considering 
that he established contacts 
all over the city, improved 
his campaign organization, 
increased his fund-raising 
capacity and, most impor-
tantly, increased his name 
recognition, especially in 
the area of the 11th Dis-
trict.

The following year, 
he declared his candidacy 
against Padavan, who had 
held that seat for 38 years. 
It would be a Democratic 
year in Queens, as the GOP 
would lose its last Senate 
seat at that time.

As we look at the race 
shaping up this year, Pada-
van is strongly supporting 

Concannon. As a former 
law enforcement officer, 
Concannon is expected to 
take strong positions on 
law-and-order issues. He 
has spoken about return-
ing to safer streets.

Concannon is also 
stressing economic is-
sues, including returning 
to job growth through tax 
incentives and reduced 
regulation. He emphasizes 
promoting efficiency by 
cutting waste and fraud in 
government programs. He 
favors promoting responsi-
ble legislation that reduces 
the tax burden on citizens.

Like other races at the 
local level, this campaign 
will be influenced by how 
well the candidates at the 
top of the ticket do — in this 
case, the campaign between 
President Barack Obama 
and presumptive Republi-
can presidential nominee 

Mitt Romney and the race 
for U.S. Senate between 
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-
N.Y.) and Republican-Con-
servative Wendy Long.

If either major party 
does well, it will strengthen 
its candidates at the region-
al and local levels for races 
for the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, state Senate and 
state Assembly.

In the Long-Gillibrand 
race, a significant number 
of political writers are giv-
ing an advantage to Gilli-
brand, since she is the in-
cumbent and has raised 
considerable financial re-
sources. Long, however, is 
also making every effort 
to increase her campaign 
fund-raising capacity.

Long was underesti-
mated as a candidate before 
the primary election. Rep. 
Robert Turner (R-Middle 
Village) was seen as the 

front runner, since he had 
won a congressional seat in 
a special election the year 
before and had the support 
of his constituents.

The results of the elec-
tion showed that Long had 
strong support upstate 
— she carried all upstate 
counties — and did well in 
the suburbs and in some 
parts of the city.

Long, by winning the 
primary in a landslide, 
showed her campaigning 
ability. She is perceived 
as being charismatic and 
articulate. As an attorney 
and having worked in the 
federal government, she 
has an excellent knowledge 
of federal issues. She is ex-
pected to do well address-
ing the issues once the for-
mal campaign begins after 
Labor Day. The successful 
primary experience she 
has had will be a big help to 

her in the general election.
According to the latest 

statewide political party 
registration totals, there 
are 5,649,934 Democrats en-
rolled. The Republican to-
tals showed that there are 
2,826,913 people enrolled in 
that party.

In recent years, how-
ever, an increasing num-
ber of voters have been 
crossing party lines when 
voting for candidates. One 
recent case occurred last 
year, when a considerable 
number of Democrats voted 
for Turner and helped elect 
him in the 9th Congressio-
nal District special election 
in Queens and Brooklyn.

The election process 
this year is emerging as 
one of the most important 
election cycles in recent 
years.

Concannon backs job growth but not regulation in Senate race

Queens civic groups fought hard for return of Q79

itizens uniting and 
fighting for a com-
mon cause is what 
civic associations 

are about. In Queens, there 
is no shortage of these 
neighborhood stalwarts 
and community watchdogs. 
Eastern Queens contains 
an unprecedented number 
of active civics that his-
torically have worked well 
together to achieve great 
successes.

Case in point: the 
return of service along 
the former Q79 bus route, 
which traveled along Little 
Neck Parkway from Jericho 
Turnpike to the Little Neck 

Long Island Rail Road sta-
tion. When the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity abandoned this bus line 
two years ago, the result 
was devastating for thou-
sands of residents in Little 
Neck, Glen Oaks and Belle-
rose, who were left without 
any affordable transporta-
tion alternatives.

Under the umbrella of 
Eastern Queens United, a 
dozen civics joined forces 
and galvanized into action. 
EQU held rallies protesting 
the Q79 demise and calling 
for full restoration. They 
met, plotted a strategy, cre-
ated a viable proposal to re-
store service and presented 
it in August 2011 at a formal 
meeting with the MTA.

The EQU proposal 
sought to reroute every 
other Q36 bus to run along 
Little Neck Parkway, in-
stead of terminating there 

as the Q36 currently does. 
EQU dubbed this new route 
Q36N — “N” for “north,” 
since it would run north 
along Little Neck Parkway.

Two weeks ago, almost 
a year to the day since the 
EQU-MTA meeting, the 
MTA announced restora-
tion of several bus lines 
it had cut, including the 
Q79, with a plan that was 
almost identical to the one 
proposed by EQU. Will it be 
called the Q36N? Time will 
tell ....

By working closely 
with elected officials, EQU 
was able to maintain com-
munity pressure and keep 
the issue alive. When the 
MTA blinked and consid-
ered restoring service to 
some abandoned lines, the 
Q79 was on its radar. This 
is one example of the in-
fluence civics have when 
working together on clearly 

defined issues.
Another example of 

community leaders work-
ing together for a common 
purpose — and succeeding 
— is the Presidents Co-op 
& Condo Council, a think-
tank of more than 60 co-op 
and condominium presi-
dents whose mission is to 
keep housing affordable for 
the thousands of families 
and seniors living in their 
residential communities.

When the state Legis-
lature recently adjourned 
without renewing two vi-
tal pieces of legislation, 
the PCCC jumped into ac-
tion. The J51 Program pro-
vides millions of dollars of 
tax credits to co-ops and 
condos. This partnership 
between the city and its 
residential housing stock 
was created decades ago to 
assist with upgrading New 
York’s aging housing infra-

structure.
The city Tax Abate-

ment Program was also es-
tablished long ago to bring 
tax fairness and equity 
to co-ops and condos that 
are taxed at substantially 
higher rates than one-, two- 
and three-family homes. 
Failure to renew these two 
programs will rob commu-
nities of precious resources 
needed to keep housing 
costs affordable and to pro-
tect and maintain infra-
structure.

The PCCC was vo-
ciferous and relentless in 
its outreach, encouraging 
thousands of co-op and con-
do owners to contact their 
representatives and be-
come fully engaged in the 
process. By doing so they 
were able to extract a rare 
promise from the governor, 
state Assembly speaker and 
state Senate majority lead-

er to call a special legisla-
tive session before the year 
ended to extend these two 
programs retroactively.

These successes are 
examples of the enduring 
efforts of civic and com-
munity leaders. Although 
politicians often take credit 
for these outcomes, the true 
heroes are our civic-mind-
ed volunteers, working 
behind-the-scenes without 
fanfare to protect and pre-
serve the quality of life of 
the communities they love 
and where they are proud 
to live, work and raise their 
families.

Bob Friedrich is a civic 
leader and the president of 
Glen Oaks Village.

■

Political 
Action

■

On Point
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New York City’s Freshest Milk.
A Family Tradition.

Buy local.

There’s nothing like a fresh glass of milk from Elmhurst Dairy. Every day, we transport
milk from upstate New York farms to our 
Queens dairy – the only one of its kind in
the city. We pasteurize it, package it and
distribute it to your neighborhood grocer
within 48 hours.  

As a family owned business, Elmhurst Dairy
has served New Yorkers the freshest milk in
the city for over 90 years. That’s a promise we
are proud to deliver – from our family to yours.

Buy local. Choose Elmhurst Dairy milk.

7185263442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

BY STEVE MOSCO

A Far Rockaway man 
who indiscriminately 
sprayed bullets into a 
crowd in the neighborhood 
in September 2009 was sen-
tenced to a lengthy term in 
prison  by the Queens dis-
trict attorney.

District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown announced last 
week that Far Rockaway 
resident Paul Williams, 
36, who was convicted of 
opening fire on a crowd, 
killing one man and seri-
ously wounding another, 
will spend 50 years to life 
in prison for the crime.

Brown said the man’s 
obvious disregard for hu-
man life was a deciding 
factor in Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Gregory L. 
Lasak’s 50-year sentence.

“Taking into consider-
ation the defendant’s wan-
ton disregard for human 

life, the lengthy prison sen-
tence imposed today by the 
court is more than justified 
in order to punish him for 
his actions and to protect 
society,” said Brown. “The 
sentence also sends a clear 
and unequivocal message 
that random gun violence 
is not tolerated in Queens 
County.”

Williams, who has 
been held without bail since 
his arrest in February 2010, 
was convicted in March 

2012 of second-degree mur-
der, second-degree attempt-
ed murder and first-degree 
assault, according to the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office.

According to Brown, 
Williams fired 29 rounds 
into a crowd of people with 
an assault rifle at the cor-
ner of Augustina Avenue 
and Nameoke Street in Far 
Rockaway Sept. 14, 2009, 
around 8 p.m. The victim, 
Ronald Washington, 28, of 
Far Rockaway, was fatally 
struck four times in the up-
per torso. Todd Jamison, 
45, of Cedarhurst, L.I., was 
struck in the leg, resulting 
in the amputation of his 
leg above the knee, Brown 
said.

Williams fled the scene 
but was identified and ar-
rested five months later 
in North Carolina after he 
was taken into custody on 
an unrelated incident.

Rockaway man gets 50 years 
in 2009 shooting death: DA
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Paul Williams was sentenced 
to 50 years to life in prison for 
killing one person and injuring 
another in Rockaway in 2009. 

Photo courtesy NYPD
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

www.transamericacreditsolutions.comwww.transamericacreditsolutions.com

1 State Street Plaza 
New York

New York 10004

Telephone:

1-800-689-3510
Fax:

1-800-725-9840

❑  Personal Loans
❑  Student Loans
❑  Mortgages
❑  Business Loans
❑  Auto Loans
❑  Refinance Loans
❑  Credit Card Loans

Yorkers for Beverage Choic-
es, said the proposal did not 
make much sense.

“There’s no study out 
there that says drinking 
more than 16 ounces of 
sugar impacts obesity,” he 
said.

Hoff pointed out that 
drinks that are more than 
50 percent dairy are exempt 
from the ban, even though 
they may have more sugar 
overall than a 16-ounce 
soda. He said members 
of the coalition believe 
Bloomberg’s proposal was a 
distraction from unpopular 
policies, such as the plan to 
close struggling schools 
and proposed budget cuts.

He said business own-
ers were concerned a soda 
ban may lead to a slippery 
slope, saying the adminis-
tration has proposed cut-
ting back alcohol consump-

tion and encouraged breast 
feeding instead of using 
baby formula.

“They feel it’s extreme-
ly intrusive,” he said.

That was a line of logic 
that Jeffrey Rogers, owner 
and executive chef of the 
Nu Urban Cafe, on Linden 
Boulevard, agreed with.

“The next thing you’re 
going to tell me is I’m not 
going to be able to serve 
a burger over the size of 4 
ounces?” he asked. “I’ve got 
a 10-ounce burger on the 

menu now.”
Owners at the other 

restaurants Comrie vis-
ited agreed they were 
against the ban, although 
the councilman admitted 
their opposition probably 
would not amount to much. 
The decision ultimately 
rests with the city Board of 
Health, which is made up of 
mayoral appointees.

“Unfortunately, it’s go-
ing to go through because 
he controls the entire com-
mittee,” Comrie said.

“People can have sympathy,” said 
Donna Hood, whose son Kevin Miller Jr. 
was killed Oct. 2, 2009, “but only another 
person or another parent who’s going what 
you’re going through can have empathy.”

About 20 family members — mostly 
mothers, a pair of brothers, a sister, an aunt 
— were invited to lunch by U.S. Rep. Greg-
ory Meeks (D-Jamaica) to discuss their 
losses, how they have dealt with them, and 
possible solutions to stopping the violence 
that takes the lives of the youth in south-
east Queens.

“Not a day goes by ... that I don’t get a 
report from a commanding officer — still 
— saying somebody was shot,” Meeks said. 
“It just seems as though it’s increasing as 
opposed to decreasing.”

The congressman said he envisioned 
the lunch as a sort of brain-storming ses-
sion ahead of a meeting he planned to hold 
with law enforcement officials, elected of-
ficials and clergy members to discuss vio-
lence.

A good number of the family members 
belonged to Life Support, the group Shenee 
Johnson created after her son, Kedrick 
Morrow, was gunned down two years ago, 
one month away from his high school grad-
uation.

“I felt like, you know, sometimes peo-
ple don’t want to continue to talk about it, 
like even certain family members,” she 
said. “They don’t want to deal with it, and 
so I felt so alone, you know, but reaching 
out to other people — we always say it’s a 

club that no one wants to be in — but just 
reaching out and being able to talk to some-
one that can identify [with] you, it’s really 
helping me get through it. But it’s not just 
me.”

Dionne Gordon gripped an NYPD 
wanted poster asking for information in 
the 2010 killing of her brother, Maurice 
Johnson. She said on the day of his wake, 
her father collapsed from a massive heart 
attack and died. She said she carries the 
posters everywhere she goes.

“My story is a hard story, just like 
everyone here, but I still have to keep my 
head up,” she said. “I still know there is a 
God, and I will always, as long as I’m alive. 
It’s not just about him. It is about all of 
us here, all of us, and I just needed you to 
know that. I just needed you to know that 
to feel my story.”

Eliot Hoff (l.), spokesman for New Yorkers for Beverage Choices, 
discusses Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s proposed soda ban with 
City Councilman Leroy Comrie. Photo by Yinghao Luo

Continued from Page 1

Soda

Continued from Page 1

Meeks

Desmond Hoggard comforts his mother, 
Brigitte Hoggard, who weeps after speaking 
about her slain son, Terrell Fountain.   

Photo by Christina Santucci
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THE Olympics will 
decide the world’s fin-
est athletes, but when 
it comes to hometown 

heroes, there’s no competi-
tion: New York has the best 
on the planet.

It’s again time to salute 
our superstar neighbors 
with the 11th annual New 
York Post Liberty Medal 
awards, and we’re invit-
ing you, our readers, to 
tell us about those among 
us whose compassion and 
courage make this the most 
wonderful city on earth.

The Post is partnering 
with Fox 5 and getting an 
exuberant assist from quint-
essential New Yorker Regis 
Philbin, who has emceed 
the award ceremony for nine 

consecutive years.
“I’ll be there for this 

year’s great stories from the 
people in this city who have 
done something to make 
you feel good about New 
York,” said Philbin. “There 
are so many things like that 
going on in this town. If you 
know somebody who does 
good things, let us know; we 
want to say thanks and tell 
them how important they 
are to all of us.”

You’ll find it easy to nomi-
nate someone. Just log on to 
nypost.com/libertymedals 
and submit nominations in 
the eight categories outlined 
below: Leadership, Cour-
age, Lifetime Achievement, 
Young Heart, Freedom and 
one each for the city’s teach-

ers, cops and firefighters.
Just tell us in 100 words 

or less why your nominee 
deserves to be the toast of 
the town. You may nomi-
nate only living people. And 
please nominate as many 
heroes as you like.

A panel of notable New 
Yorkers, including NYPD 
Commissioner Ray Kelly, 
FDNY Commissioner Salva-
tore Cassano and Lew Leone, 
vice president and general 
manager of WNYW-Fox5 and 
WWOR-My 9, will choose 
from among the nominees in 
each category to determine 
the winners, who will be hon-
ored by The Post on Oct. 17.

Each winner will receive 
a medal engraved with Lady 
Liberty’s torch and specially 
designed for The Post by 
New York graphic artist Mil-
ton Glaser, who created the 
iconic “I � New York” logo.

� Leadership Medal 
For a compassionate, 
disciplined person 
whose activities dur-
ing the past year most 
improved the quality 
of life in a borough or 
neighborhood.

� Freedom Medal 
For an immigrant 
New Yorker who best 
embodies the values 
of honesty, industri-
ousness and hard-
earned success,or 
a New Yorker who 
reflects the finest 
qualities of New York 

to the world.

� New York’s  
Bravest Medal 
For the firefighter 
or EMS technician 
whose performance 
in the line of duty 
best exemplifies 
the department’s 
unflinching heroism; 
to be selected in 
consultation with the 
FDNY. 
� New York’s  
Finest Medal 
For the police officer 
whose on-the-job per-
formance reflects the 

department’s honor 
and selflessness; to 
be selected in consul-
tation with the NYPD 
and the Port Authority 
Police Department. 

� Courage Medal 
For a notable act of 
bravery by a civilian 
that contributed to 
saving human life. 
� Educator Medal 
For an administrator 
or teacher who excels 
at preparing the next 
generation of New 
Yorkers for their future 
challenges. 

� Young Heart 
Medal 
For the youth under 
17 who most impres-
sively displayed 
adult resolve — not 
for a physical feat 
but for behavior that 
demonstrates moral 
character or mature 
judgment — in the 
past year.

� Lifetime  
Achievement Medal 
For the individual 
whose accomplish-
ments reflect the very 
best of our city. 

2012 LIBERTY MEDAL CATEGORIES

®®
How to Nominate Your Hero for 

  Fill out a nomination 
form and tell us in 100 words 
or less about an outstanding 
New Yorker who you feel 
deserves to be recognized. 
Before submitting your 
nomination, please identify 
the category for which your 
candidate is nominated.

Or mail your essay with the fully 
completed printed nomination form 

located at nypost.com/libertymedals to:

  New York Post 2012 Liberty Medals
Nomination Category 

1211 Sixth Avenue, Promotions Department,  
New York, NY 10036-8790

Or fax  
your 

completed 
nomination 

form to:  
(212)  

997-9272

3

Faxed and online entries must be received by 5 p.m. E.D.T. on 9/14/12. Mailed entries must be 
postmarked by 9/14/12 and received by 9/18/12. Incomplete forms/entries will be disqualified.

2

Go to nypost.com/libertymedals
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Our secret 
Samaritans

For nomination rules, go to www.nypost.com/promotions.
In 
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with
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not too many truth-tellers.”
According to the two 

lawmakers, the similari-
ties were striking between 
how New York and Austra-
lia grapple with the hydrof-
racking debate. Bucking-
ham said whether it was 
New York or Australia, the 
hydrofracking industry 
seemed to operate in simi-
lar ways by dominating 
lawmakers, politicians and 
communities with the same 
public relations spin.

“They have got the 
same playbook,” Bucking-
ham said. “These visits in 
America only confirmed 
what we thought about the 
industry.”

Avella said Republi-
cans were overwhelmingly 
in support of the procedure 
moving forward in New 
York due to an anticipated 
economic boom. But Demo-
crats, he said, have gener-
ally opposed any sort of hy-
drofracking in the state for 
environmental reasons.

No matter where you 

go, Avella said, fracking 
poses a real risk in terms 
of its potential effect on an 
area’s drinking water. The 
senator addressed a let-
ter to Cuomo earlier this 
month requesting that the 
governor meet with scien-
tists and other experts to 
discuss the potential threat 
posed by the procedure.

“What you don’t know 
could hurt you a lot,” Avel-
la said.

Avella said he has 
sponsored legislation to 
combat hydrofracking in 
New York and said views 
of the issue were primarily 
divided along party lines in 
Albany.

Looking forward, 
Buckingham said one of his 
next stops would be a visit 
to the Stop the Frack At-
tack rally in Washington, 
D.C., July 28.

And when they were 
done sharing ideas, Avella 
took it one step further, giv-
ing the Australian senator 
an American sports icon — 
a baseball, which Bucking-
ham accepted with a laugh 
while tossing it happily to 
himself.

GROOVIN’
Continued from Page 2

Avella

Mike Flight performs during the 10th annual St. Albans Theatre & Jazz Festival, held in St. Albans Park. Black Spectrum Theatre 
Company provided support for the event. Photo by Nat Valentine
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The Queens Farm Museum hosted the 34th annual Thunderbird Grand Mid-Summer Pow-Wow over the weekend. (Clockwise from top 
l.) Emelie Raven Standing Bear Jeffries helps to tie Patrick Little Running Wolf Brooks’ headdress before the grand entrance; Walter 
Purizaca plays a flute from Peru; Katy Isenock adjusts the headdress for her son, Chaske Hill; participants dance into the circle; 
Chief Isaac Wind Storm walks through the rain; Brooklyn Mai, 4, covers herself with a Spiderman umbrella; and Jacob Buck, whose 
heritage is Cayuga and Mohawk, is painted red, white and blue. Photo by Christina Santucci
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22 Years ofContinuous Improvements
From manufacturing R to AW rated windows and doors, a lot can 
happen in between. Crystal Windows proudly offers a collection 
of over 70 types of installation accessories that compliments 
our commercial aluminum window and door products. With 
Crystal’s vertically-integrated aluminum extrusion facility we can 
custom-fabricate any options to your specifi c needs. At Crystal, 
we took the extra step so you don’t have to.

Providing Quick-Turnaround
Window Solutions for:

Luxury Dwellings
Single & Multi-family 
Dwellings
High-rise Dwellings
Hotels and Offi ces
Hospitals and 
Institutions
Sustainable Design 
and LEED Buildings
Housing Authority

Manufacturer of:
Commercial and 
Architectural Aluminum 
Windows & Doors
Energy Star Rated & R5 
Qualifi ed Residential & Light 
Commercial Vinyl Windows & Doors

3110 Whitestone Expwy,
Flushing, NY 11354
TOLL FREE: 800.472.9988
LOCAL: 718.961.7300
FAX: 718.460.4594

Crystal Windows Affi liations:

Follow 
us on

Need a Reliable 
Installation Contractor?
Ask for Members of the:

BY REBECCA HENELY

The nonprofit Coali-
tion for Queens once sought 
to bring an applied sciences 
campus to the borough. 
Now it is teaching people 
about the technology al-
ready here.

Queens Tech Meetup, 
the coalition’s newest ini-
tiative, held its second 
meeting last Thursday at 
Hunters Point Plaza, at 47-
40 21st St. in Long Island 
City. The session, which 
sold out its 150 tickets, in-
cluded information about 
the Coalition for Queens’ 
new technology classes and 
featured demonstrations of 
products as complex as a 
live streaming TV service 
for your computer or iPad 
to something as simple as 
a web site that can identify 
pictures of cats.

“Our goal is really to 
bring the tech community 
together here in Queens,” 
said Jukay Hsu, founder of 
the coalition.

Hsu’s original goal for 
the Coalition for Queens 

was for the city to consider 
building an applied scienc-
es and technology graduate 
school in Willets Point. The 
city, which had challenged 
higher education institu-
tions to submit proposals 
to build such a campus last 
year, eventually ended up 
picking Ithaca, N.Y.’s Cor-
nell University and Haifa’s 
Technion-Israel Institute 
of Technology’s proposal 
for a campus on Roosevelt 
Island.

Yet Hsu’s proposal 
found defenders in many 
Queens elected officials, 
and his new initiative has 
also received attention in 
high places. Hsu’s first 
meeting, which also sold 
out, hosted Alexis Oha-
nian, co-founder of the 
popular discussion and 
link sharing site Reddit. 
The coalition also earned 
the support of City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan), who gave 
$65,000 to the nonprofit 
to help it kick off classes 
hosted through the website 
skillshare.com.

The workshops cost 
about $25 and range from 
how to run teams better 
in a business to operating 
Adobe Illustrator.

“They’re all super-
focused on entrepreneur-
ship, technology and busi-
ness,” Leighann Farrelly of 
Skillshare said.

Hsu said he wanted 
Queens residents to be 
aware of the innovation 

in the borough. He said 
Queens, especially Long 
Island City, was well-suited 
for technological growth 
due to the large number of 
industrial spaces and ware-
houses that can host start-
ups, its diverse culture and 
immigrant entrepreneurs, 
and its arts and design 
community.

“We think everyone 
should be a part of this,” 

Hsu said.
Charlie O’Donnell of 

the investment firm Brook-
lyn Bridge Ventures said 
when he was part of a New 
York technology meetup in 
2004, its fifth meeting only 
had 30 people. He said the 
Queens Tech Meetup’s abil-
ity to draw 150 people at its 
first meeting was a testa-
ment to how technology-
based businesses are grow-

ing outside of Silicon Valley 
or Boston.

“It matters less and 
less where you build with 
technology,” he said. “Tech-
nology is becoming more 
and more accessible.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Website design firm OK Focus demonstrates how its website my-
catandi.com can detect cat faces from photos of felines taken on 
a webcam at the Queens Tech Meetup. Photo by Rebecca Henely

New boro coalition holds second tech meetup in LIC

The TimesLedger Newspapers has 

launched a website about murders in 

SE Queens. The site includes audio 

slideshows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark
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The public is aware that 
sunburns can be particu-
larly dangerous, but scien-
tifi c evidence increasingly 
suggests there’s no such 
thing as a safe tan — partic-
ularly if that tan comes by 
way of baking in the sun or 
on a tanning bed.

The World Health Or-
ganization’s cancer divi-
sion listed tanning beds as 
defi nitive cancer-causers. 
Research indicates that 
the risk for melanoma, the 
most common form of skin 
cancer, rises as much as 75 
percent in people who were 
frequent tanners in their 
teenage years and early 
20s. The risk from tanning 
beds is so great that the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion had an open hearing to 
fi gure out stricter tanning 
bed regulations and more 
obvious warning labels on 
the devices.

For those who still want 
to have tanned skin but not 
experience the risk associ-
ated with tanning beds or 
UV exposure, spray tans or 
sunless tanning creams are 
good options. These prod-
ucts contain a substance 
called dihydroxyacetone 
(DHA). The Mayo Clinic 

says that DHA reacts with 
dead cells in the outermost 
layer of the skin. This tem-
porarily darkens the skin’s 
appearance. While the col-

oring doesn’t wash off, it 
will gradually fade as the 
dead skin cells slough off 
within a few days. Some of 
these products also contain 

coloring pigments to help 
even out the tan and make 
it visible before the DHA 
reaches maximum effect. 
These products are gen-

erally safe for most of the 
body but need to be avoided 
around mucous membranes 
and the eyes.

Most of the sunless tan-
ning products are safe, but 
it is not adviseable to take 
sunless tanning pills. These 
pills contain a color addi-
tive that can turn the skin 
orange when taken in large 
quantities. They also may 
cause liver damage and the 
formation of crystals in the 
retina of the eye.

For those considering 
the sunless tanning route, 
there are some ways to get 
an even-looking tan.

a wash cloth to remove ex-
cess dead skin cells that may 
darken more in contrast to 
other parts of the skin.

sparingly with the product. 
For hard-to-reach areas of 
the body, have someone 
help you apply it. Many peo-
ple like professional spray 
tans at salons because the 
application method tends to 
be more even than with lo-
tions and creams.

plying the product so your 
palms don’t turn color, and 
pay special attention to 

your fi ngernails. Then use 
a cosmetic sponge or cotton 
ball to apply the tanner to 
the top of each hand.

body even while using a 
self-tanner. These lotions 
generally don’t contain sun-
screens, and the tan will 
provide no protection at all.

the tanner dries completely 
before you get dressed. Oth-
erwise you can be left with 
stained clothing.

scoliosis can affect young 
women, but did you know that 
scoliosis can occur in older 
people, too? Adult, or degen-
erative, scoliosis occurs in 
older men and women, and is 
often associated with severe 
and disabling low back pain. 
It is associated with spinal 
stenosis, or narrowing of the 
spinal canal, as well as sci-
atica. When severe, degenera-
tive scoliosis can result in im-
paired exercise tolerance and 
pulmonary function.

Physical therapy and ex-

ercise are essential to improve 
mobilization and maintain 
muscle strength in patients 
suffering from degenerative 
scoliosis. Pain management 
and injections can also be 
very helpful to reduce back 
pain and sciatica. Your pri-
mary care doctor should also 
be involved to make sure you 
will not be prescribed pain 
relievers or other drugs that 
will interfere with medica-
tion you are already taking.

In some cases of severe 
scoliosis, in which it does not 
respond to conservative ther-
apy, surgery may need to be 
considered. Traditional open 

surgical techniques often in-
volved extensive procedures 
with long incisions, pro-
longed hospitalization, and 
high complication rates. 

However, newer tech-
niques are being developed 
that allow degenerative 
scoliosis to be successfully 
treated with smaller inci-
sions and faster mobilization 
after surgery. These mini-
mally invasive “lateral” ap-
proaches have been made pos-
sible by advances in surgical 
instrumentation and spinal 
implants. While these newer 
techniques are of course not 
without some risk, surgeons 

are now able to treat many pa-
tients who in the past would 
not have been surgical candi-
dates.  

Before considering sur-
gery, all conservative options 
should be exhausted. In ad-
dition, it is essential to have 
your primary care doctor 
perform a complete medical 
evaluation to determine if it 
safe to consider surgery.  

Dr. Stephen T. Onesti 
is a neurosurgeon with Neu-
rological Surgery, P.C., who 
specializes in the treatment of 
diseases of the spine. He may 
be contacted at (516) 632–7050. 
www.nspc.com. 
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FOCUS ON HEALTH
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LATE PAGE

For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

Women’s center inches closer to Ft. Totten move
BY PHIL CORSO

The Center for the Women of 
New York President Ann Jawin 
has not let up in ongoing efforts 
to move her group into a build-
ing in Fort Totten in Bayside and 
said she hoped to see bids chosen 
to renovate part of the facility by 
the end of the year.

Jawin said she had cleared 
another hurdle in the long jour-
ney back to Fort Totten after the 
city Landmarks Preservation 
Commission approved the instal-
lation of a barrier-free access 
ramp at the center’s soon-to-be 
new home.

Equipped with the nearly 
$1.5 million necessary to fund 
the first stage of renovations, in-
cluding sanitizing and removing 
asbestos from the first floor of the 
building, at 207 Fort Totten Ave., 
Jawin said she hoped to see more 
progress after nearly a decade of 
negotiating with the city.

“This should have happened 
years ago,” Jawin said. “But I’m 
just looking forward. Everything 
is progressing one little bit at a 
time.”

The center, currently based 
out of Queens Borough Hall, pro-
vides services and programs for 
women, including job workshops, 
support groups, legal assistance 
and career counseling.

The Kew Gardens-based 
center has been working to move 
back into Fort Totten after it was 
forced out of the area in 2002 to 
make room for a city Fire De-
partment facility. The city Parks 

Department has listed the entire 
renovation cost at $3.5 million for 
the center to pay.

Jawin said she hoped to 
move into the first floor of the 
117-year-old, city-owned building 
first before making renovations 
to its basement and second and 
third floors.

“There are only enough 
funds to complete the first floor 
for now,” Jawin said. “Then, I will 
be able to move into that floor and 
have certain operations.”

Jawin met with the city 
Department of Design and Con-
struction in 2010 along with sup-
portive City Council members 
Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) and 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage) to move the project forward. 
A spokesman for the DDC said 
though there was a slight delay 
due to the center’s failure to com-
ply with certain terms of the li-
cense agreement initially entered 
with the city Parks Department. 
The city was working with the 
group to expedite the process.

According to Jawin, the cen-
ter will continue raising money to 
reach its $3.5 million goal through 

various events in the coming 
months. The nonprofit hosted a 
25th anniversary luncheon in 
April and will sponsor its fourth 
annual walkathon Sept. 22 in Fort 
Totten. An all-day women’s job 
conference is also in the works, 
scheduled for Oct. 26.

The center also received 
some money through its first sev-
eral years of planning from area 
politicians, including $900,000 
from state Assemblyman David 
Weprin (D-Little Neck), $200,000 
from Borough President Helen 
Marshall and $600,000 from for-
mer Assemblywoman Ann-Mar-
garet Carrozza.

“This year we are having 
a big problem receiving money 
from our elected officials,” Jawin 
said. “Some Assembly members 
and senators did not get their 
usual discretionary funds and 
last year we received very little 
because the city was in a difficult 
position.”

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

The Center for the Women of New York is continuing its efforts to raise funds for 
the renovation of this Fort Totten building before moving into the city-owned 
property.
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The FDNY team cheers 
after finishing their race. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Draw the dragon, dot the eyes.

Dotting the eyes brings the dragon to life. 

Queens College brings 
education to life. 

www.qc.cuny.edu
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

For 21 years, New York City 
summers weren’t complete with-
out a much-anticipated, multicul-
tural festival and sporting event 
steeped in ancient Chinese tradi-
tion. Now in its 22nd successful 
year, the 2012 Hong Kong Dragon 
Boat Festival at Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park is upon us this 
weekend, Aug. 4 and 5. 

It promises to be an exciting 
experience — jam-packed with ac-
tivities and entertainment for the 
entire family. Thrilling dragon 
boat races with lots of paddling 
action (symbolic of ancient times) 
will be the highlight of the event 
and there will be plenty of food to 
please every palette. 

This year marks the Year of 
the Water Dragon, and is especial-
ly symbolic since it only occurs 
once in 60 years on the Chinese 
calendar. Under the influence of 
the Dragon it is a yang year. Yang 
Water is like a flowing river rath-
er than a stagnant lake. So things 
will move: Ideas flow, economies 
(hopefully) boom and love blos-
soms in this environment. 

In the past, the event’s warm 
welcome has brought participants 
and spectators from outside the 
Asian community in Queens, and 
recently attendance has grown 
beyond the ethnic Chinese com-
munity in nearby Flushing. More 
than 50,000 people are expected 
to attend this year’s festivities, 
according to David Archer, the 

festival’s marketing and public 
relations director for the past 12 
years.

Archer noted that “the spe-
cial PR bits leading up to the 
event, seeing the happy crowds in 
attendance and the athletes com-
peting” are what he enjoys most 
about this eventful weekend.

The U.S. Dragon Boat Open 
Championship

The 40-foot custom-made 
teak dragon boats, each adorned 
with a dragon’s head and tail will 
soon transform Meadow Lake 
into a colorful postcard. And the 
competition will be fierce, with 
over 170 teams — the largest ever 

entered — and more than 2,500 
participants from across the U.S. 
and Canada racing and paddling 
for cash and prizes.

It’s shaping up to be an-
other banner year for the event. 
thanks to those Buddhist monks 
and Shaolin martial artists who 
bestowed blessings of prosperity 

and good fortune on the boats and 
the festival during the launching 
ceremony in July.

The legend
Taking place on the fifth day 

of May (based on the lunar calen-
dar), the 3,000-year-old Dragon 
Boat Festival — also called Duan-
wu festival or Double Fifth festi-

val — became a symbolic way of 
warding off evil and driving away 
plagues and sickness. 

A superstitious version of the 
folkloric legend, passed down over 
generations, has some Chinese-
American grandmas cooking old-
world recipes on that meaningful 
day — sometimes making up to 

six types of Zongzi (dumplings), 
in remembrance of a boy and girl 
who sacrificed their lives to save 
mankind. An evil, destructive un-
dersea serpent devoured the chil-
dren along with the food wrapped 
in large leaves and was killed in 
the process.

The more popular version 
and reason for celebrating, in-

volves the heroic deed of an an-
cient Chinese poet, Qu Yuan, who 
sacrificed his life and proved his 
loyalty to his country by jump-
ing into a river on May 5 to pro-
test the Emperor’s rule. Some say 
rescuers in boats, who failed to 
save him, paddled hard and beat 
drums to ward off hungry sea 
creatures, while others say vil-
lagers flocked to the riverside to 
pay tribute by throwing food into 
the water, so that QuYuan’s body 
wouldn’t become fish manna. 

Off to the races
Boat racing starts at 9 a.m. 

and events last throughout the 
day until 5 p.m. — rain or shine. 
Admission is free.

The opening day parade at 
noon Saturday will be followed by 
the New York City Championship 
Races. Other festival events will 
feature traditional Chinese arts, 
martial arts demonstrations, tra-
ditional dragon dance, musical 
performance and arts and crafts.

Bring a chair and sun pro-
tection, and find a good spot at 
the waterside pavilion on the 
north side (closest to Unisphere) 
of Meadow Lake. Pack snacks.

Getting there
Best to take the No. 7 line to 

Mets-Willet Point, then use a free 
MetroCard transfer for shuttle 
buses to festival site.

For schedule and informa-
tion, visit www.hkdbf-ny.org or 
call (718) 767-1776. 

Legend of the festival drawn from activismLegend of the festival drawn from activism

The dragon’s eye is painted. Photo by Christina Santucci

es the heroic deed of an an-
t Chinese poet, Qu Yuan, who
ificed his life and proved his 
lty to his country by jump-

The Chinese Progressive 
Association team prac-
tices at Meadow Lake. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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will have a game booth at 
the event. It will be giving 
out souvenirs connected to 
the 15th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Hong 
Kong SAR, when its sov-
ereignty was transferred 
from the United Kingdom 
to China.

“They [will] be valu-
able mementos,” said Anita 
Chan, director of the Hong 
Kong Economic and Trade 
Office in New York. “Our 
city has been named the 
world’s freest economy for 
the 18th consecutive year 
… The Hong Kong Econom-
ic and Trade Office will be 
sponsoring two 15th Anni-
versary trophies this year 
to share the joy.”

Time Warner Cable, 
the official media sponsor 
of the event, had key chains 
with a Chinese-themed 
coin branded with the com-
pany name last year. These 
proved a hit, with long lines 
waiting to pick up a souve-
nir. While the company 
is still finalizing plans on 
what it will provide this 
year, one offer that is sure 
to draw in visitors is that 
TWC will have its human 
resources department at 
the booth interviewing for 
Chinese-speaking candi-
dates to fill a number of job 
openings.

“We’re supportive of 
the Chinese community 
and are on a hiring spree 
now for bilingual speak-
ers,” said Shelley Loo, com-
munications specialist for 
Time Warner Cable, add-
ing that the company has 

job openings in customer 
care, sales and technician 
departments. “In a recover-
ing economy, it’s great news 
for us to share with the pub-
lic that Time Warner Cable 
is hiring.”

Verizon will be doing 
a large-scale “Verizon vil-
lage” with games and give-
aways. Verizon Market-
ing’s Time Youn said the 
village will feature devices 
operating at Verizon’s new 
4G LTE service, a FiOS test-
ing grounds and a complete 
gaming center with access 
to XBox video gaming.

Foxwoods, one of the 
media and creative spon-
sors will also be “doing 
something unusual and 
special” according to David 
Archer, director of mar-
keting for the Dragon Boat 
Festival, though he could 
not give specifics.

“The event is free and 
it couldn’t be done that 
way without their sponsor-
ships,” said David Archer, 
director of marketing for 
the Dragon Boat Festival. 

Henry Wan, chairman 
of the Dragon Boat Festi-
val, described the growing 
sponsorship support as part 
of the festival’s connection 
to the broader Queens and 
New York City community, 
with the giveaways and ac-
tivities ways to give back 
and enhance the event ex-
perience.

“There are a lot of free-
bies — everything from 
umbrellas to games, souve-
nirs, folding fans, it’s hard 
to keep up with them,” said 
Wan.

BY ALEX PALMER

The Hong Kong Drag-
on Boat Festival in New 
York draws tens of thou-
sands of visitors to Meadow 
Lake each year with its 
championship boat race, 
opening parade, and tradi-
tional Chinese foods and 
performances. But some of 
the most popular, and often 
overlooked, attractions are 
the event’s many sponsor 
tents. 

For its 22nd year, the 
Dragon Boat Festival boasts 
sponsors from large multi-
national corporations like 
Verizon and HSBC, as well 
as local supporters such 
as Resorts World Casino. 
All of them will be making 
their presence felt at the 
event with booths, give-
aways, and promotions.

The Hong Kong Eco-
nomic and Trade Office 
in New York, the festival’s 
benefactor, which actually 

Freebies, games awaiting fun-loving festival-goers

Festival goers wait on line to receive free items in 2009. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Twins Sophia and Nicolas Liu, 3 1/2, from Rego Park enjoy the offer-
ings of the arts and crafts tent in 2009. Photo by Christina Santucci
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CONTINUE THE FUN THIS SUMMER ...
Register for Sessions 3 and 4.

We offer more than
30 SPECIALTY CAMPS
in academics,
athletics and
the arts, including:

 GA-GA DODGEBALL
 GOLF
 TAP DANCING
 BASKETBALL
 SOCCER
 ECOLOGY
 WEB PUBLISHING

We offer 12 SPORTS 
ACADEMY CAMPS, including:
 GIRLS LACROSSE  BASEBALL
 SOFTBALL  CHEER  DANCE

And don’t forget our popular OVERNIGHT CAMP!

For information, call 516-463-CAMP or visit ce.hofstra.edu/queens.
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BY COLIN DEVRIES

This year’s Hong 
Kong Dragon Festival will 
serve as the battleground 
for some of the most com-
petitive dragon boat racing 
teams in the world.

Teams of up to 20 pad-
dlers will glide across the 
surface of Meadow Lake, 
upholding a centuries-old 
tradition in honor of sport 
and a citizen rising up 
against oppression.

Banging the drums 
that once sought to embold-
en and preserve the spirit 
of a Chinese poet who died 
protesting a cruel empire, 
racers will row in unison 
to capture the hearts of the 
crowd, the glory of victory 
and, of course, cash or priz-
es. But perhaps the brag-
ging rights is the greatest 
prize of all.

The field is composed 
of some 185 teams, accord-
ing to Jeffrey Chyau, the 
2012 Hong Kong Dragon 
Festival team coordinator.

While the majority of 
teams are comprised of lo-
cal athletes, several come 
from abroad.

“This year we have a 
women’s team that came 
from Canada to compete,” 
Chyau said.

Regulars
On the first day of drag-

on boat racing, the Regular 
Open and Mixed divisions 
will compete. While not the 
most competitive, these di-
visions are made up of rec-
reational squads looking 
for some good competitive 

sport.
Both divisions allow 10 

to 12 paddlers while mixed 
teams must feature at least 
four women.

They will compete in 
short 250-meter races in the 
morning and long 500-me-
ter races in the afternoon.

The overall winning 
teams in each division will 
win $500.

Advanced
The second-tier teams 

will face off on both Satur-
day and Sunday.

The Advanced Mixed 
division touts teams with 
an improved racing prow-
ess compared to the Regu-
lar division and will fea-
ture fierce competition.

These teams include 18 
to 20 paddlers, with at least 
eight being female.

They will compete 
in the 250- and 500-meter 
races. The winning teams 
in either race will win an 
airline ticket.

USDBOC
The US Dragon Boat 

Open Championships will 
be held on Saturday and 
Sunday, alternating with 
other less competitive divi-
sons.

These teams are 
groomed to compete and 

have trained for months to 
capture the racing title.

The 18 to 20 paddlers 
on each of these teams are 
top-level athletes and spec-
tators can expect to see 
swift finish times.

The overall winner, 
who will be decided Sun-
day, will take home $1,500. 
Second place will be award-
ed $1,000 and third place 
will get $500.

Invitationals
Though perhaps not 

the fastest, the invitational 
races on Sunday will be 
highlighted by diversity.

Invitational division 
teams are grouped into cor-
porate sponsors, children, 
media sponsors, women’s 
and charity or nonprofit 
groups.

These teams consist 
of 10 to 12 paddlers, with at 
least four being women.

A full racing schedule 
will be made available on-
line at www.hkdbf-ny.org 
before race day.

Teams poised to chase the dragon in Queens
BY ALAN KRAWITZ

The annual Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat Festival is a 
tradition in New York, at-
tracting thousands of visi-
tors and competitors from 
throughout North Ameri-
ca. 

This year’s festival in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park will feature more 
than 170 teams competing 
for bragging rights, cash 
and prizes, and carrying 
on the centuries-old tradi-
tion of dragon boat racing 
using vibrantly colored 
teak boats that are custom-
crafted in Hong Kong. 

The boats, weighing 
around a ton each, are em-
blazoned with a dragon 
head at the front and drag-
on tail at the rear and are 
typically piloted with up 
to 20 crewmen, including 
18 paddlers, a drummer 
and steersperson, who is 
responsible for guiding the 
direction of the boat.

“We are considered the 
upstarts of the New York 

City dragon boating com-
munity,” said Keith Tsui, 
29, a coach and founder of 
the Catch22 dragon boat 
race team.  

Tsui, who lives in 
Manhattan and works as 
an engineer for Twitter, 
has been paddling since 
high school. “I became im-
mediately hooked after my 
first race and shortly after 
joined the Metro Athletic 
Dragons, one of the largest 
and most competitive clubs 
in NYC.”

Catch22 takes its name 
from the “catch,” which is 
the most important phase 
of a paddling/rowing 
stroke and one of the hard-
est things to master, and its 
22 member crew who can 
all fit in the dragon boat at 
the same time. 

The club was founded 
in 2011 and practices out of 
the World’s Fair Marina in 
Flushing about three times 
per week. Tsui said that the 
club’s members come from 
across the city comprised of 
mostly young professionals 

in their 20s and early 30s. 
“We are a fairly cul-

turally diverse group with 
athletes from Chinese, Ko-
rean, Filipino, Jewish, and 
African-American back-
grounds,” he said. “Our 
members also span a wide 
range of professions and ed-
ucational backgrounds, in-
cluding architects, invest-
ment bankers, engineers, 
physical therapists, medi-
cal researchers, consul-
tants … MBAs and PhDs.”

Tsui said that despite 
the club’s young age, they 
have attracted paddlers 

from many different exist-
ing clubs as well as non-
experienced athletes in the 
city. 

“We have really caused 
a disruption in the New 
York City community that 
caused everyone to take no-
tice,” he said.

 “In our inaugural 
year, despite lacking the 
funds and training re-
sources our competition 
has access to, we have fin-
ished either first or second 
amongst New York City 
teams at all the regattas we 
have participated in.” 

Tsui said that most 
recently, they won in the 
International Division at 
the Toronto International 
Dragon Boat Festival, a re-
gatta with the highest level 
of competition in North 
America.

“There is still a lot of 
work to be done to be able 
to go to toe-to-toe with the 
absolute fastest clubs in 
North America, but we are 
up for the challenge,” Tsui 
proclaimed. 

Yet another prominent 
competitive race team is 
the Metro Athletic Dragons 

or MAD (MADNYC.org), 
formed in 1997 and one of the 
most competitive teams in 
NY, having taken gold med-
als in 12 of the last 14 years. 

“MAD is especially 
keen on cultivating and de-
veloping the community’s 
youth population,” said Chi 
Wan Ma, a Flushing resident 
and member of MAD’s team.  

“In its second season, 
MAD established a youth 
team with high school par-
ticipants. It is important to 
the management of MAD 
that we duly spread aware-
ness of the Chinese culture 
and continue to contribute 
to the community through 
the sport of dragon boat-
ing,” explained Ma, who 
works in finance.

She said that the size of 
the team varies from year 
to year but averages any-
where from 60-70 members 
with ages ranging from as 
low as 14 to as high as 50 
and above. 

The team has raced in 
New York, Boston, Wash-

Catch22 will compete among the strongest teams in this year’s Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park. Photo by Maureen Wu

Continued on Page 36

Meadow Lake set to host tough, global competitors

One of Con Edison’s teams practices at Meadow Lake. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Many have chased the dragon over the 22 
years the Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival 
has been hosted in Queens, though few 
have claimed the spoils of victory. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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Saturday, Aug. 4

10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Chinese Music Ensemble of New York
Founded in 1961, this ensemble is the oldest and 
only full-Chinese orchestra in the United States 
and the Americas. Its present membership of 
nearly 50 musicians plays practically every 
type of Chinese music on Chinese instruments, 
both ancient and modern. In this performance, 
a smaller ensemble plays a selection of their 
repertoire.
chinesemusic.org

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Opening Ceremonies
Lions and Dragon Dancing Teams with 
percussionists welcome all and, together with 
invited dignitaries, officially kick off the 22nd 
Annual Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival in New 
York.

1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
The Bailen Brothers
Twin brothers, vocalists and instrumentalists, 
David (on drums) and Daniel (on bass) lead the 
band with their pop, R&B and rock music. Their 
albums focus on achieving great songs with 
singable melodies that are both stimulating 
compositionally and lyrically.
thebailenbrothers.com

2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Shaolin Masters
Warrior monks from the Shaolin Temple perform 
martial arts. In the history of the Shaolin 
Temple, founded in 495, generations of monk 
generals and soldiers protected the temples 
from wars and social riots.

3 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Dana Leong and His Music, with iLLspoKinN
Composer, cellist and trombonist Dana Leong 
blends jazz, classical and pop to create a 
signature sound. Leong’s pioneering collage of 
musical styles has garnered critical acclaim 

and wowed audiences around the world. He has 
collaborated with top jazz artists, including 
Paquito D’Rivera, Christian McBride, Dafnis 
Prieto, and Henry Threadgill, and has worked 
with such diverse artists as Ray Charles, Barry 
White, Kanye West, Wynton Marsalis, Bjork, 
Ryuichi Sakamoto, Yoko Ono and Lila Downs.
danaleong.com

Sunday, Aug. 5

10 a.m. to 11 am.
Mariachi Agulia y Plata
This popular Mariachi band will welcome all to 
the second day of the festival and set the tone 
for a lively, energetic day.

11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
New York Chinese Cultural Center, Dance 
China NY
The resident company from America’s 
premier traditional Chinese dance company, 
which includes internationally renowned 
artists, performs traditional and folk dances 
transporting audiences to a world of colorful 
myths, historical drama and timeless beauty.

12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Brave New World
Multi-talented composer, playwright and 
performer Napua Davoy embraces the 21st 
century with a hybridization of influences and 
of her recent award-winning musical “Stella 
Rising.” Backstage writes, “Davoy composes 
gorgeous music, plays a sensuous piano and has 
an exquisitely expressive voice.” Performing 
original and pop/jazz gems, she is joined 
by guitarist Dave Moreno and bassist Gaku 
Takanashi. napuadavoy.com

1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Shaolin Masters
Warrior monks from the Shaolin Temple perform 
martial arts. In the history of the Shaolin 
Temple, founded in 495, generations of monk 
generals and soldiers protected the temples 
from wars and riots of society.

2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Ballet Folklorico Nuevo Amanecer de Jesus 
Cortez
Ballet Folklorico combines elements of Latin 
American culture, history, folklore and religion 
with rhythm and body movement. In these 
traditional dances of Mexico, the dancers wear 
traditional dress, often with ornate beading, 
embroidery, weaving and ribbons. Their dancing 
tells stories which often involve flirtation, love 
or jealousy.

The Balloon Man (Twister) and face painter 
return to the delight of all. Find them in the 
arts  and crafts tent.

HONG KONG DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL 2012 
ENTERTAINMENT ON THE BIG STAGE

Sponsored by Sky View Center

*For Reference Only. Not to Scale.

Hong Kong Dragon 
Boat Festival 2012

Festival Map
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World-class entertainment sets the dragon boat beat
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

According to the Chi-
nese calendar, we are now 
in the exciting Year of the 
Water Dragon, and Queens 
will be celebrating its re-
emergence — occurring 
once every 60 years — with 
the 22nd annual Dragon 
Boat Festival this weekend 
at Flushing Meadows Coro-
na Park. The multicultural 
family event will showcase 
competitive dragon boat 
races, along with unique 
entertainment and yummy 
ethnic fare. 

An 11-year veteran 
of the Dragon Festival or-
ganization, Director of 
Programs and Planning 
Barbara Nelson produces 
an extensive and diverse 
program, with profes-
sional performers on the 
big stage. She mixes up 
the genre of the headlin-
ers each year: “We’ve had 
Irish, classical India, Tan-
go, Blue Grass.”

Performances will 
start at 10 a.m. and run 
through 4 p.m. on both Sat-

urday and Sunday.
The Chineses Music 

Ensemble of New York will 
open the festival at 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, performing 
both ancient and recent 
music on traditional Chi-
nese instruments.

For opening ceremo-
nies, which typically in-
clude movers and shakers 
in the borough and city at 
large, the Lions and Drag-
on Dancing teams with 
percussionists will offi-
cially kick-off the event.

The Shaolin Masters 
— always a crowd-pleaser 
— will demonstrate an-
cient fighting skills in the 
afternoon Saturday as well 
as Sunday.

The festival theme, 
however, will focus on more 
than just the Far East.

“This year, we have 
Latin musicians and ballet 
folkloric dancers, African-
inspired steel drummers, 
bands and vocalists play-
ing and singing R & B and 
original pop/jazz music,” 
says Nelson, who looks 
for a multi-generational 

appeal. “The goal is a bal-
anced program.”

Other entertainers 
will include:

The Bailen 
Brothers

Saturday at 1 p.m. 
Their first year at the fes-

tival, these vocalists and 
instrumentalists call their 
brand of music vintage pop 
— “a mix of the best of ‘70’s 
rock ‘n’ roll, R & B and folk 
— interpreted for the mod-
ern age.”

Twin brothers David, 
on drums, and Daniel, on 
bass, lead this ensemble. 
www.thebailenbrothers.
com

Dana Leong with 
iLLspoKinN
Saturday at 3 p.m. “My 

music is an energetic mix 
of fun and funky rhythms 
with anthemic melodies,” 

says composer, cellist and 
trombonist Dana Leong. 
“The idea is that it is there 
to make you feel upbeat, 
energized, and full of melo-
dies you’ll be singing on the 
way home.”

In his second year per-
forming at the Dragon Boat 
races, Leong says he’s ex-
cited to return. “I have only 
played a handful of times in 
Queens, but each time has 
been for a very memorable 
occasion. The first time 
was at Shea Stadium, with 
the legendary Latin Pop 
band DLG; the next was my 
solo appearance at the US 

Dana Leong, trombonist and bassist, will perform with MC iLLspoK-
inN at this year’s festival. Photo by Mat Szwajkos

Continued on Page 36

Eclectic rockers The Bailen Brothers will grace this year’s main 
stage. Photo by David Bailen

TO GET TO GET 

STARTED... 

CONTACTCONTACT

 ME  TODAY!

Our experienced mortgage consultant 
will draw upon Emigrant's variety of 
mortgage loan options and help you 
decide which financing solution best 
meets your needs. 

NO MATTER 
HOW UNIQUE HOW UNIQUE 

YOUR 
SITUATION ...

Our Residential Loan Options Include:
Financing for 1-4 Family Homes, Cooperatives 
and Condominiums
Purchase, Rate/Term and Cash-Out Refinancing
Adjustable and Fixed Rate Mortgages

Our Commercial Loan Options Include:
Financing for Mixed-Use, Multi-Family Apartment Buildings, 
Retail/Small Office Complexes
No Minimum Credit Score Requirement
Loan Amounts $100k up to $5 mm

Small Business Administration (SBA) Loans:
SBA loans, which are guaranteed by the U.S. Small Business 
Administration, offer flexible and affordable terms that may 
fulfill the financial needs of your small business!  Emigrant 
Bank is a Participating SBA lender offering 7(a) and 504 
Program

Copyright © 2012 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Inc. - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant) is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. All loans are subject to credit approval. Not all products or 
programs are available in all states or localities or for all loan amounts. Restrictions and limitations may apply. Emigrant’s commercial mortgage programs/products are 
offered through Emigrant Funding Corporation - NMLS#1597 (EFC) a Subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. EFC’s loan programs are limited to loans that do not meet the definition 
of residential under applicable state laws. Connecticut Licensed Residential First Mortgage Lender #0001993: 7 Westchester Plaza, Elmsford, NY 10523. Connecticut 
Licensed Residential Second Mortgage Lender #0002431: 7 Westchester Plaza, Elmsford, NY 10523. New Jersey Corporate Lender License #L061474, with a principal 
address at 7 Westchester Plaza, Elmsford, NY 10523 and Branch Lender License #L039280, with a principal address at 60 Route 46 East, Fairfield, NJ 07004. New York: 
Mortgage Banker License, New York State Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York 10004 /// 07/26/2012.

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

�

�

�

�

�

�

Emily Lui, Mortgage Consultant

Residential / Commercial / SBA

1-800-Emigrant ext. “Dragon”1-800-Emigrant ext. “Dragon”

LuiE@EmigrantMortgage.com

ng

e:

Foreign Nationals     
& Non-Resident 
Aliens Eligible

�

196-36 Hillside Ave, Jamaica NY11432

( 364-4726 ) ( 364-4726 ) 
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 
bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 
years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-
ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 
The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 
Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 

have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 
 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 

#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 
hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23
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International festival has tastes for every palette
BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Every culture in Queens cel-
ebrates holidays with traditional 
foods and recipes passed down 
over several generations.

Of all the major holidays cel-
ebrated in China, Dragon Boat 
Festival has the longest history 
and there are unique recipes rep-
resenting its legend.

You can sample traditional 
holiday offerings, along with a 
variety of popular ethnic foods 
at the international food court, 
as you and your family enjoy the 
festivities.

Many traditional customs 
and activities, like dragon boat 
racing, eating zongzi (sticky rice 
dumplings), wearing a perfumed 
sachet, hanging moxa and cala-
mus (oriental plants) and drink-
ing hsiung huang wine, are said 
to prevent evil and bring peace. 
This is a time for reminding fam-
ily members to take care of their 
health.

After 2,000 years, the most 
popular and symbolic dragon 
boat festival food is still made and 
eaten on the fifth day of the fifth 
lunar month. Zongzi, or Tzung 
Tzu, are traditionally wrapped 
in lotus or bamboo leaves, tied 
with cotton rope and steamed or 
boiled. They may be filled with 
other ingredients, like meat, pork 

and peanuts.
The spirit and memory of 

that heroic patriot poet, Qu Yuan, 
who sacrificed his life in The Mi-
luo River lives on, and one might 
say that zongzi is for all the peo-
ple in the world who devote them-
selves to justice.

Festival vendors

Born in China, Gary Lin has 
lived in Flushing 12 years and 
has been participating in the fes-
tival for four years. “More than 10 
people will be working with me, 
preparing food and drinks for at 
least 1,000.”

He will be selling Chicken 
Teriyaki Dumplings ($3 for 6 
pcs.); Zongzi ($2 ea.) and fresh 
fruit smoothies ($5 ea.).

Lin operates six stores 
throughout the city, titled T Baar.

Another vendor, 15-year 
Fresh Meadows resident Frank 
SooHoo, works with Raymond 
Tan, owner of Akiyama Japanese 
Restaurant in College Point, 132-
16 14th Ave., to offer many spe-
cialty dishes. “I like to pick the 
freshest ingredients to determine 
what the specialty of the day will 
be, such as soft shell crab, spe-
cial blue fin tuna, unagi, and ex-
otic abalone, just to name a few,” 
SooHoo said.

“We celebrate the Dragon 
Festival with many special rolls, 
like the traditional Dragon Roll,” 

he said. “At the event, I’m plan-
ning to serve many types of spe-
cialty rolls ($5.95 to $11.95).”

SooHoo is also a 109th Pre-
cinct Auxiliary Police sergeant 
and will be managing traffic, 
parking and safety situations at 
the festival.

Other vendors from Queens, 
like Carlos Segaro, will be serv-

ing up corn on the cob, shish ka-
bob, grilled meats and chicken, 
and cut fruit and juices.

Camella Meceda will offer 
tacos, tortillas, and more.

Bubble tea and latte sago 
(fruit and/or milk based teas) are 
Ellen Fang’s specialties, as well 
as, steamed vegetable dumplings, 
vegetable fried rice, Lo Mein, 

fruit salad and smoothies.
You can also sample Chinese 

bakery items and Tom O’Neil’s re-
freshing lemonade.

Another holiday custom: If 
you can successfully stand an egg 
on its end, exactly at noon, then 
the coming year will be a lucky 
one.

MAKE YOUR OWN ZONGZI
• Spoon: Chinese porcelain soup spoon; large pot
• Combine 4 cups each of jasmine rice and glutineous 
rice (the long-pointed variety, not the rounded ones). 
Wash, drain well, season with 2.5 spoons of salt, and 
2.5 spoons of “half and half” (equal mixture of sugar 
and MSG)
• For 27 dumpling rice balls: 
- 1.5 packages of Chinese sausages cut into 4 pieces 
crosswise
- 3 cups peanuts soaked overnight, drained and stir-
fried with salt, pepper 
- 1.5 packages of dried shrimp soaked overnight, 
drained and stir-fried with ground pepper
- 2 cups presoaked and sliced Chinese mushrooms, 
stir-fried, lightly seasoned
- 2 or 3 large Spanish onions, sliced and stir-fried 
lightly with salt and pepper
- Pre-salted pork butt cut into fi nger-size thickness 
and length (see component recipe below)
- Salted egg yolks, half a yolk per rice ball
- Keep all ingredients in separate containers 
- 8 sheaves of bamboo leaves - 3 leaves per rice ball
• Salted pork: 
- Use boneless pork butt: cut into 1-inch thick slices.
- Cover with salt and marinate for 3 days 
unrefridgerated
- Rinse off and cut into fi nger-sized pieces
• Bamboo leaves:

- 3 days before using, separate leaves and soak in a 
container large enough to hold the leaves without 
cramping.
- When the leaves are softened, boil leaves with half 
cup of vinegar.
- When cooled, run each leave between thumb and 
index fi nger to rub off any dirt
- Place in fresh water until ready to use.
- About an hour before using, pull leaves out and 
“stand them up” to drain off excess water, but keep 
the leaves moist. Don’t let them dry out. It’s good to 
keep extras in a large plastic container with the lid 
on. Pull out only enough to make about 10 rice balls at 
a time. Boil for rice balls 2.5 hours, making sure the 
rice ball is submerged at all times.
May be frozen after boiling and cooling.
To reheat - thaw the night before, steam or boil for 
30 minutes, or reheat in microwave.
Zongzi Recipes:
Each region of China has its own special form of 
zongzi. For example, in southern China you will fi nd 
pork soaked in soy sauce or bean paste in the middle 
of the rice. Beijing zongzi is made with dried dates. 
Plain zongzi may be eaten with honey or sugar. 
Zongzi can be many shapes, but the most common is 
pyramidal or triangular.
Making zongzi is a challenge, even for experienced 
Chinese cooks.

DRAGON ROLL RECIPE 

The dragon roll is an outside thick roll of eel and 
cucumbers wrapped with thinly sliced avocado. 
The green layers of avocado resemble the scales 
of a dragon. Grilled eel is sold in Japanese 
supermarkets in refrigerated or frozen packages. 
Be sure to regrill the eel before consuming them.
Ingredients:
Eel
Avocado
Japanese Cucumber (or regular)
Sushi Rice
Nori
Unagi (Eel) Sauce
- Roll the outside thick roll with eel and cucumbers 
and set aside 
- Thinly slice half a peeled avocado, and fan out the 
slices
- Use your knife and pick them up
- Place on top of the roll, and place a plastic wrap 
on top
- Use a fi ne sushi mat and squeeze very gently so 
the avocado merges with the sushi rice
- Cut into individual pieces and dress with eel 
sauce

Zongzi is a Chinese delicacy and requires significant time to prepapre.



TL

35
D

RAGON B
OAT  • 

   TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
UG.2-8 2012  

Go to hkdbf-ny.org for race schedules and results

Pair up with Hong Kong
Your best partner in Asia

The U.S. may be thousands of miles from Hong Kong, but the Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Offi ce in New York can help you bridge that gap. 

Thanks to the city’s prime location, global connectivity and enterprising culture, 
Hong Kong – Asia’s premier business hub – is the ideal partner 

for American companies to tap opportunities in booming China and Asia.

For details, 
please visit our website: www.hketony.gov.hk

or call 212-752-3320
E-mail: hketony@hketony.gov.hk

Good Luck to All
Hong Kong Dragon Boat Racers!

Kam Man Food Supermarkets is concurrently celebrating its 40th anniversary 
and the opening of its sixth store, located in College Point, this September. 
We offer a large variety and unique selection of fresh produce, meat and seafood, 

as well as a bakery and deli, prepared foods and grocery.

Other businesses at The Point include: Hotel de Point, The Buffet (seafood 
and sushi), Sound de Point karaoke, Kung Fu Tea, Mexican Trail, a swimming 

center, a fitness center, and numerous other businesses.

20-07 127th Street, College Point (corner of 20th Ave. and 127th St.)
Accessible by Q25, Q65, Q20A buses.
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Continued from Page 32

Entertainment

Metro Athletic Dragons, a consistently top-performing dragon boat racing team, will compete in this 
year’s Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. Photo courtesy MAD

Continued from Page 28

Teams

Open Tennis Champion-
ship’s Opening Ceremony.”

Leong has played 
in stage orchestras that 
backed up Ray Charles, 
Barry White, Kanye West, 
Wynton Marsali, Bjork, 
Whitney Houston, Earth 
Wind & Fire and others. 
Now he will play with an 
extraordinary artist in MC 
iLLspoKinN.

“I love that the Dragon 
Boat Festival combines a 
full production stage with 
the fiery competition of a 
human-powered boat race. 
For me, that’s the perfect 
place to play some very ex-
citing, charged-up music. 

“One of my favorite 
rapper/poets in New York 
City is MC iLLspoKinN. 
I believe that it’s a take on 
the whole bad is good, and 
in this case ‘iLL’ as you 
know can also be ‘super im-
pressive.’” www.danaleong.
com

Brave New World
Sunday at noon. Re-

turning for her second year 
at the festival, the multi-
talented composer/play-
wright/performer Napua 
Davoy embraces the 21st 
century with her “jazzical” 
music and plays the piano 
with her signature sensu-
ality.

“My music is imbed-
ded in harmony used by 
composers from Bach to 
Stevie Wonder, with hum-
ble allegiance to melody 
and respect of the lyric 
writing tradition of Oscar 
Hammerstein. Being a jazz 
musician requires my ad-
diction to the groove, so the 
panoply of Afro-Cuban/
Brazilian rhythm influ-
ences every moment.”

Davoy, a practicing 
Buddhist, says her life sym-
bolizes the Water Dragon.  
“I am a water dragon. Bit-
ing the dust again and 
again, but rising to face the 
next challenge; holding a 
curiosity and passion for 
life and learning.” 

She says her first play, 
a one-woman showed titled 
“Stella Rising,” is about 

how she learned to love her 
mother after she was diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s. 

“I play 10 characters 
and trace the history of my 
family from late 19th centu-
ry China to Hawaii through 
the second World War, and 
my Hawaiian mother be-
coming a war bride to my 
Oklahoman father — Para-
dise meets The Grapes of 
Wrath.” 

Davoy has written the 
books, lyrics and music 
for both “Stella” and her 
Broadway-bound musical 
“Fly Me to Miami,” and 
will perform songs from 
both. She will be joined by 
guitarist Dave Moreno and 
bassist Gaku Takanashi. 
www.napuadavoy.com

Napua Davoy

ington, Hartford, Tampa, 
San Francisco as well as 
internationally in Hong 
Kong, Toronto, Vancou-
ver, Montreal, Rome and 
Macau.

“MAD is like a child 
to me. I was part of the club 

when it was first formed 
and just like a parent, I just 
want it to develop strong 
roots and succeed as one 
of New York’s premier pad-
dling teams,” wrote fitness 
coach and longtime MAD 
member Raymond Lem on 
the team’s website. 

 “Lastly, if it wasn’t for 
MAD and dragon boating 
for the past 18 years of my 
life, I wouldn’t even know 

what I’d do in the sum-
mers!”

The Hong Kong Drag-
on Boat racing takes place 
on Saturday and Sunday in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
each day. For more infor-
mation on the event, visit 
www.HKDBF-NY.org or 
call 718-767-1776.

FREE ESTIMATES ON ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGA, ETC. VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.okgjewelry.com 

“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” 

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

SCAN HERE
FOR OUR WEBSITE

“Be Different” Let’s make your next Dream Piece of 
Jewelry a Reality... Unusual and One-Of-A-Kind Collections

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds into 
Custom Designed Jewelry to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum

Diamond Setting and Sizing 

Free Prong Checking while you wait

Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 9.30.12

FREE 

 
Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 9.30.12
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N U R S ERY  S C H O O L  AN D  DAY  CAR E

The best of everything... Remember – Your child is PRECIOUS!

2 Trips A Week
Daily Arts & Crafts
Spacious Indoor Playroom
Computers – Dance – Gymnastics
Voted Best in the Boro!

Fall Classes & Free UPK*

CAMP BUS

*Whitestone Only

CAMPCAMP

DANCING DREAMS BECOME REALITY AT LANDRUM

11-02 Clintonville Street, Whitestone

Giving you the same excellent quality of dance instruction 
you have come to expect from us since 1948

Our 65th 
Anniversary Year

REGISTER NOW 
FOR SUMMER CLASSES

Starting July 10th – August 17th

 
from August 13th – 17th

718-767-9787

Landrum 
School of Dance

WE PRODUCE WINNERS

5 Rockettes
4 dancers on Broadway

4 dancers in Vegas
6 dancers on cruise ships
2 Hollywood producers

2 New York City casting directors
3 actresses in the movies

2 on television
75 graduates to attend college for dance

100’s of scholarship and title winners
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©2012 New York Community Bank- Member FDIC ©2012 New York Commercial Bank- Member FDIC

For more information, please call 1-877-786-6560 or visit www.NYCBfamily.com
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Hong Kong Dragon
Boat Festival

Hong Kong Dragon
Boat Festival



BY RAPHAEL SUGARMAN

Jake Ehrenreich admits 
that the title of his Off-Broad-
way show, “A Jew Grows 
in Brooklyn,” might easily 
include the addendum, “but 
also blossomed in Queens.”

“My time in Queens was 
very important in my life,” said 

Ehrenreich, who lived in Whites-
tone for several years in his late 
teens and early 20s. “Queens 
opened up worlds that I had never 
seen before in Brooklyn.”

Ehrenreich’s experiences in the borough 
certainly were diverse — from trying sushi for 
the first time on Main Street, to performing the 
Mets’ theme song in Yiddish at Shea Stadium’s 
Jewish Heritage Day. The Yiddish “Meet the 
Mets” was translated by his father.

“The Mets were like the Jewish people, al-
ways underdogs,” he said. “I never understood 
why any of my Jewish friends were Yankee 
fans.”

Though Main Street’s Tekka-Maki rolls 
seem to have little in common with either Amer-
ica’s national pastime or Judaism’s cultural 
hodgepodge of a language, the troika speaks vol-
umes about Ehrenreich’s one-man show.

For “A Jew Grows in Brooklyn” is a play 
about the seemingly contradictory lives of im-
migrants and the panacea and pressures of be-
ing among those yearning to breathe free.

It is about longing to blend in while main-
taining your core — or at least not be bullied in 
the school yard.

Mostly, Ehrenreich’s script is about ach-
ing to forget parts of his family’s horrific past, 
while shifting focus to its temerity, unforget-
table characters and simple survival.

A resolute family of immigrants is also 
the theme of Betty Smith’s 1943 novel, “A Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn,” upon which the title of Eh-
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Continued on Page 43

Former Whitestone resident Jake Ehrenreich’s autobiographical play Former Whitestone resident Jake Ehrenreich’s autobiographical play 
taps into his family’s Holocaust survivor stories and growing uptaps into his family’s Holocaust survivor stories and growing up

Former Whitestone resident Jake Ehrenreich’s autobiographical play 
taps into his family’s Holocaust survivor stories and growing up

Jake Ehrenreich’s “A Jew Grows in 
Brooklyn” sprung from a emotion-
al Jewish family heritage and his 
formative years living in Queens. 
Cover photo by Charlotte Nation; 

inset by Carol Rosegg



SE

40
 TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, A
UG

. 2
-8

, 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

Answers in Sports

BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

It has been an exciting 
summer for 19-year-old vio-
linist Yut Chia. The Bayside 
High School grad recently 
performed in a music video 
with violin-playing Nuttin’ 
But Stringz rapper Damien 
Escobar at the Jamaica Per-
forming Arts Center. They 
played Adele’s “Set Fire to 
the Rain” and N.B.S.’s hip-
hop song “Thunder.” 

Chia said he had per-
formed “Thunder” in the 
seventh grade, never imag-
ining that one day he would 
be jamming with his favor-
ite musician.

The rapper recently 
surprised Chia, who was 
performing with his quar-
tet in the subway, at Times 
Square and 42nd Street.

“I believe in what he’s 
doing. He reminds me of my-
self 10 years ago and I want 
to help him any way I can,” 
said Escobar, 25, who had 
also attended Bayside High.

In a strange twist of 
fate, Manhattan Symphonie 
conductor Gregory Singer 
also happened to come by 
that subway stop in July. 
He told Chia he needed a 
backup band right away, 
and the teen said OK on the 
condition, Singer said, that 
“he could play for me, and 
I’d give him some advice 
and a violin lesson. So, we 
struck a deal.” Singer also 
needed a few string players 
for his upcoming concert 
on July 19 and Chia, who 
loves Mozart “because of 
his happiness,” proudly 
played second violin.

Taking his new pro-
tégé under his wing, Chia’s 
teacher and mentor has 
been prepping him for au-
ditions with Julliard, Man-
hattan School of Music and 
Queens College.

“He (Singer) helped me 
flourish and made my vio-
lin sing more,” said Chia, 
who grew up in Bayside but 
now lives in College Point. 

“Once I get that finesse, 
he said he can make me 
great.”

Singer said he “could 
see (Chia’s) enthusiasm, 
and it made me feel good to 
have an eager disciple.” He 

told the teen that playing 
hard in the noisy subway 
was not helping his subtle 
style. But the lad said he 
needed money to help take 
care of his mom and little 
brother. “He understands 

the value of a dollar. He’s 
paying his family’s bills 
by working hard,” said the 
conductor, who wears his 
late father’s concert tails 
when he performs.

“Yut is a talented, am-

bitious violinist — just a bit 
rough around the edges. He 
told me about his life – be-
ing born in Colombia and 
immigrating here (at age 
3).” His father, of Chinese 
heritage, had disappeared 
when he was a baby.

“They came to Amer-
ica in pursuit of liberty 
and happiness, and Yut is 
already enriching our lives 
here in New York,” said 
Singer.

Manhattan Sym-
phonie’s next concert is on 
9/11 at The Players, 16 Gra-
mercy Park South in Man-
hattan, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $25. Call for the box 
office 212-475-6116 or log 
on to www.manhattansym-
phonie.com

In February, they are 
set to play Carnegie Hall. 
Chia said he hopes to play 
solo there.

Watch Nuttin’ But 
String’s “Thunder” on 
YouTube at youtube.com/
watch?v=sZ78f1gUa5Q.

Bayside violinist gets break after subway showcase

Yut Chia (l.) tunes up in the violin shop operated by his mentor Gregory Singer, who conducts the 
Manhattan Symphonie. Photo by Emily Salmon
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Sizzling Summer Sale Shopping Spree SweepstakesSizzling Summer Sale Shopping Spree Sweepstakes

For more information and details call 516-829-1301 
or visit www.ShopGreatNeck.com

*1st prize - $500 shopping spree. 2nd & 3rd prizes - $250 shopping spree. Restrictions apply. Visit www.ShopGreatNeck.com for regulations.

Enter and you could be the winner of
a $500 shopping spree or one of two
winners of a $250 shopping spree.

AUGUST 6 - 20 IN GREAT NECK PLAZAAUGUST 6 - 20 IN GREAT NECK PLAZA

OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK
Serving a mix of modern American cuisine with global influences.

“La Motta’s…it’s as seaside as they come…with its open-air decks, umbrellas, ships wheel and lanterns, and spiffy servers 
in nautical uniforms…serving generous portions of dishes created with high quality ingredients.” — New York Times

Directions: From Main Street in Port Washington, turn north on Shore Road. 
Make first left onto Manhasset Ave. (across from King Kullen Shopping Center). 

Make first left onto Sintsink Drive. La Motta’s is at the end, on the left.

Every Table has a MARINA SIDE VIEW of Manhasset Bay

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900
www.lamottas.net
Like us on Facebook

Summer is Here at La Motta’s Waterside Restaurant
Steel Drum Sundays and Coladas

Live Bands Fridays & Buckets of Beers
New 

Things 
Are 

Cooking

At the Manhasset Bay Marina

The Gem of Queens… 
Nestled on the Water

Outdoor Dining 
on Dock or Patio 

Open: 
Tuesday – Sunday
4-10 PM  for Dinner

Saturday – Sunday
12-3 PM for Lunch

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO

Chef Ettore

For Information Call 718.767.3100
154-41 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

Ettore, formerly of Il Molino Las Vegas & Miami, 
Invites You to Due Ponti for a Fine Dining Experience! 

Outdoor Dining 
on Dock or Patio 

Open: 
Tuesday – Sunday
4-10 PM  for Dinner

Saturday – Sunday
12-3 PM for Lunch

Free parking • 
for your car 
or boat

Party room • 
for up to 40 
people

Free parking • 
for your car 
or boat

Party room • 
for up to 40 
people

Chef Ettore
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CONCERTS

York College Summer Jazz 
Program — This year’s theme is 
“Jazz goes to the movies.”
When: August 4, 1 pm
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107th Ave., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 478-8274

York College Blue Notes 
— Louis Armstrong House 
Museum’s Summer with 
Satchmo 2012 also features the 
York College Blue Notes concert 
in the Armstrong Garden. 
This annual big band concert 
showcases the swinging York 
College Summer Jazz program.
When: August 4, 2 pm
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107th Ave., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 478-8274

Dominic Sabatino — “Il 
Tabarro” by Giacomo Puccini 
with 20 artists.
When: August 12, 12 pm
Where: Christ the King High 
School, 68-02 Metropolitan 
Ave., Middle Village
Contact: (718) 366-7400
Website: www.ctkrhs.org

SummerStage in Queens — 
City Parks Foundation proudly 
presents the 2012 season of 
SummerStage presented by 
AT&T, New York’s largest free 
performing arts festival. With 
performances ranging from 
American pop, hip-hop, R&B and 
gospel music to dance, theater 
and fi lm, as well as family 
programming, SummerStage 
provides Queens’ residents and 
visitors with high-quality free arts 
programming that promotes a 
diverse and compelling artistic 
landscape. Also held at Springfi eld 
and Queensbridge parks.
When: Through Aug. 9
Where: Socrates Sculpture Park, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Warm Up 2012 — The annual 
music series Warm Up at MoMA 
PS1 is celebrating its 15th year, 
featuring temporary urban 
landscape by HWKN called 
Wendy, the winning design of 
MoMA PS1’s 13th annual Young 
Architects Program.
When: Through Sept. 8; 
Saturdays, 2–9 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: momaps1.org

Target Passport Fridays — A 
summer series dedicated to 

music, fi lm and dance.
When: Through Aug. 24; Fridays, 
6:30 pm
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Hot Jazz/Cool Garden — Hot 
Jazz/Cool Garden celebrates its 
9th season with a stellar lineup: 
The Hot Sardines, Bria Skonberg 
Quartet and the Lucky Dogs. Held 
in the Armstrong Garden, these 
concerts feature traditional jazz 
bands that play and promote the 
music of Louis Armstrong. Tickets 
for each concert include historic 
house tour.
When: Aug. 18, 2 pm
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107thAve., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 478-8274

KIDS & FAMILY

Hunt for Wild Black Cherries 
— The Queens County Farm 
Museum is one of the best 
places for foragers to search 
for wild foods in mid-summer. 
Weedy plants, a.k.a. the best 
mid-spring greens, love the 
sunny, fertile soil of farmlands, 
as do some fabulous wild 
berries, and that’s just what 
we have here. And the farmers 
are more than happy to have 
us remove them. Here are a 
few of the most despised (by 
farmers) and most delicious (by 
us) species we may fi nd. With 
“Wildman” Steve Brill. Call in 
advance to reserve spot.
When: August 4, 11:45 am
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Pkwy., Floral Park
Contact: (718) 347-3276
Website: www.queensfarm.org

Seeing Trees — View images 
from 18 artists of trees in 
various landscapes.
When: Through Aug. 18
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: nyscience.org

Cartoon exhibit — Animation: 
A 6,000 square exhibit features 
characters from the Cartoon 
Network, including larger than life 
graphics, animation from concept 
to fi nished product, storyboarding, 
character design and drawing.
When: Through Sept. 2; Weekdays, 
9:30 am–5 pm; Saturdays and 
Sundays, 10 am–6 pm
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., at 
Avenue of Science, Corona
Contact: (718) 699-0005 X353
Website: nyscience.org

 EVENTS

Health, Wealth & Zen Expo 
— This is a one-day 3-in-1-
community event whose purpose 
is to educate and enlighten the 
Queens community, as well as 
to expose your products and 
services. Services that will be 
available include basic health 
screening, immunization, blood 
pressure, glucose check-up, 
fi nancial planners, real estate 
and mortgage specialists and 
more.
When: August 4, 10 am
Where: Queens Crossing, 136-17 
39th Ave., Flushing 

Astoria Comedy All Stars —  Ben 
Rosenfeld hosts fi ve different 
comics each week. Comics range 
from underground NYC acts to 
nationally touring headliners. The 
show is absolutely free, no cover 
charge and no drink minimum.
When: Tuesdays, 8 pm
Where: On the Rox Lounge, 
43-03 Broadway, Astoria 
Contact: Ben Rosenfeld ben@
bigbencomedy.com
Website: bigbencomedy.com/
blog/archives/astoria_comedy_
all_stars

First Sundays for Families 
—  The Queens Museum of Art 
and MetLife Foundation invite 
families of all ages to an exciting 
array of interactive dance, art 
and music workshops.
When: First Sunday of each 
month, 1:30–4:30 pm
Cost: Free
Where: Queens Museum of Art, 
New York City Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park
Contact: (718) 592-9700 

GALLERIES & 
EXHIBITS

Addressing Desire — Mi Joung 
Kim solo costume exhibition. 
Kim studied fashion design 
at Kyemyung University and 
worked as a stage costume 
designer. She’s worked on 
musicals such as “Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde,” “Grease,” and 
“Man of the Mancha.” She’s 
participated in theater costume 
design as well and designed 
costumes for the opera 
“Madam Buttefl y.”
When: Through Aug. 5
Where: Yegam Art Space, 196-
50 Northern Blvd., Auburndale
Contact: (718) 279-7083
Website: www.gammeeok.com

The Artist Within: The Urge to 
Create — A diverse collection 
of art pieces from the Jamaica 
Estates Association. The exhibit 
will include sculpture, textile 
art, painters, photographers 
and various digital and multi-
media art.
When: Through Sept. 30
Where: Queens Botanical 

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Garden, 43-50 Main Street, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 539-5296
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Folly — Socrates Sculpture Park 
and The Architectural League 
are pleased to present Folly, a 
new residency and commission 
for emerging architects and 
designers to produce and exhibit 
a full-scale project at Socrates 
Sculpture Park. Socrates, in 
partnership with the League, 
established the residency 
to explore the intersections 
between architecture and 
sculpture and the increasing 
overlaps in references, materials, 

and fabrication techniques 
between the two disciplines.
When: Through Oct. 21
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Visual Artist Members’ 
Exhibition — All members of 
Flushing Council on Culture & 
the Arts who are visual artists 
are invited to show their work in 
this exhibition which is a yearly 
tradition at historic Flushing 
Town Hall. This year’s theme 
hopes to describe and illustrate 
the theme of celebration in any 

form, showcasing works of art 
that typify members’ response 
to Flushing Town Hall’s 150th 
birthday. Many art works are 
for sale and a portion of the 
proceeds benefi ts FCCA’s Visual 
Arts programs.
When: Through Aug. 19
Where: Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing
Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: fl ushingtownhall.org

dEMO’s Bears — Created by 
Spanish artist dEMO, the exhibit 
is comprised of a collection of 
neon glass bears of varying 
colors and heights, and that have 

Continued on Page 44
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CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices

C
YY

renreich’s play is based.
Smith’s hugely suc-

cessful novel focuses on an 
Irish-American family in 
Williamsbridge, Brooklyn, 
during the first two decades 
of the 20th century.

Now in its seventh year 
of playing long runs in New 
York, as well as touring 
to at least 25 cities in the 
United States and Canada, 
“A Jew Grows in Brooklyn” 
is purely autobiographical, 
sharing the story of Ehren-
reich’s family of Holocaust 
survivors from Poland.

“Obviously, the main 
challenge of being the child 
of a Holocaust survivor is 
not having an extended 
family,” said Ehrenreich. 
“No grandparents to get 
that special kind of love 
from. No aunts, no uncles, 
no cousins.”

Fitting in
All told, Ehrenreich’s 

parents, Jonah and Bella, 
had eight brothers and sis-

ters and many other rela-
tives murdered by the Na-
zis.

While in his play Eh-
renreich by no means ig-
nores this unspeakable 
tragedy (sharing somber 
thoughts about its effect on 
both his immediate family 
and himself), he perpetu-
ally steers the production 
toward the positive.

“I try to focus on those 
things you should be grate-
ful for,” he said in an inter-
view following the play.

“We don’t have the 
choice to determine all of 
our circumstances, but we 
do have the choice to deter-
mine where our focus is,” 
he said. “When I look back 
in my show, I try to focus on 
the joyful things we shared 
together.”

Ehrenreich spends 
much of “A Jew Grows in 
Brooklyn” reflecting on 
how he strived to be a regu-
lar New York kid despite 
living in a home with im-
migrant parents. He also 
shares memories of the par-

ents’ difficulties in appreci-
ating American culture.

“Two people play 
and eight people stand 
and watch,” Ehrenreich’s 
puzzled father says to his 
son nicknamed “Yankele” 
when they watch a baseball 
game for the first time on 
the family television.

Luckily the kid who 
wanted to be the All-Amer-
ican boy was a gifted ath-
lete in high school, playing 
baseball, basketball and 
football.

“Every kid had a Spal-
ding and the parks had no 
grass, they were concrete 
and metal,” he said during 
the show. “It was an injury 
attorney’s dream.”

In addition to his ath-
letic prowess, Ehrenreich is 
an accomplished musician 
and actor. He performed 
on Broadway in “Dancin’,” 
“They’re Playing Our 
Song,” and “Barnum.” He 
also worked with Joseph 
Papp at the Public The-
ater’s Shakespeare Festival 
in the role of Jonah.

In a “Jew Grows in 
Brooklyn,” he sings, plays 
both the trumpet and trom-

bone, does a walloping 
drum solo and even per-
forms a comedy routine in 
a sequined blazer.

Relearning a grin
Much of this perfor-

mance material is used to 
recall the Ehrenreich fam-
ily’s trips to the Catskill 
mountains every summer. 
Ehrenreich shows slides of 
he and his family, includ-

ing one image of his father 
wearing both a bathing suit 
and black dress socks.

He paints a vivid pic-
ture of days at the one of 
the area’s countless resort 
hotels, with copious meals 
and entertainment.

“I would hear my father 
crying through the locked 
bathroom door in the fall 
and winter,” said Ehren-
reich, “and in the summer 

I would see him laughing. 
It’s where all these people 
learned to laugh again.”

As several critics have 
noted, theatergoers don’t 
have to be Jewish to appre-
ciate this show. No doubt it 
is particularly poignant for 
Holocaust survivors and 
their children.

But it will ring a bell 
for all audience members 
in a city of immigrants.

“We have an aware-
ness of each other and an 
understanding of what our 
childhoods were like,” said 
Ehrenreich, referring to 
children of immigrants, 
particularly Holocaust sur-
vivors.

He said that he often 
rewrites portions of the 
show, apt for a work about 
immigrant families. “Lots 
of us are still working 
through things.”

“A Jew Grows in Brook-
lyn” is playing through 
Aug. 11 at the Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis Theater, 
located at 120 W. 46th St. To 
purchase tickets, call 866-
811-4111, or go to www.ajew-
growsinbrooklyn.com.

Continued from Page 39

Ehrenreich

Ehrenreich charms and dazzles during his production of “A Jew 
Grows in Brooklyn.” Photo by David Kane
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For information: 516-829-1301 • www.ShopGreatNeck.com

YOU ARE A STAR!
Great Neck Plaza

KARAOKE CONTEST

YOU ARE A STAR!
Great Neck Plaza

KARAOKE CONTEST

(On Middle Neck Road)(On Middle Neck Road)
Thursday, August 9

PRIZES

8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

For Top 6 Winners!

Thursday, August 9

PRIZES

8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

For Top 6 Winners!

Second EditionSecond Edition

Thurs. Aug 9: 6:30-10:30pm
PROMENADE NIGHT

Middle Neck Road
Thurs. Aug 9: 6:30-10:30pm
PROMENADE NIGHT

Middle Neck Road

Twelfth Night — A hilarious, 
groundbreaking new production 
of William Shakespeare’s 
“Twelfth Night.” Directed by 
Alberto Bonilla. Using elements 
of clowning, improvisation, and 
audience interaction allows the 
cast to explore this classic tale 
of illusions of love, mistaken 
identity and the masks we all 
wear in joyous new ways.
When: Aug. 2-18, Thursdays, 
Fridays and 
Saturdays 8 pm; 
Sunday, Aug. 12, 
8 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-
02 23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

Golden Dragon Acrobats 
— Recognized throughout the 
United States and abroad as the 
premier Chinese acrobatic touring 
company, the Golden Dragon 
Acrobats represent the best of 
a time-honored tradition that 
began more than 25 centuries 
ago. World-renowned impresario 
Danny Chang and choreographer 

Angela Chang combine award-
winning acrobatics, traditional 
dance, spectacular costumes, 
ancient and contemporary music 
and theatrical techniques to 
present a show of breathtaking 
skill and spellbinding beauty. 
When: Through Aug. 5; 
Saturdays at 1 pm and 7 pm; 
Sundays at 3 pm
Where: Queens Theatre, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 

Corona
Contact: Box Offi ce 718-
760-0064; Administration 
718-760-0686

Website: www.queenstheatre.
org

The Little Foxes — Theatre 
Box presents its production of 
Lillian Hellman’s drama.
When: Aug. 9-11, Friday and 
Saturday at 8 pm; Saturday and 
Sunday at 2 pm
Where: United Methodist 
Church, 35 Verbena Ave., Floral 
Park
Contact: 516-354-4969; 
umcfl oralpark.org

Free Shakespeare in the Park 
— Hip to Hop Theatre Company 
presents its sixth season of 
free outdoor Shakespeare with 
Comedy of Errors and Hamlet. 
The performances will tour 10 
Queens parks. All performances 
are free and open to the public. 
Check www.hiptohip.org for 
dates, times and locations.
When: Through Aug. 18
Contact: (718) 729-5867; 
contact@hiptohip.org
Website: www.hiptohip.org

 MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

STAGE 

already traveled through most 
of the world. The Bears most 
notable exhibition to date was 
their tenure at the 2010 Venice 
Biennale.
When: Through Aug. 31
Where: Sky View Center, 40-24 
College Point Blvd., Flushing

Ada Bobnis: Stages, 
Mountains, Water — Site-
specifi c installation that 
transforms the museum’s 
second-fl oor into a Caribbean 
landscape. Geometric 
compositions in hues of blue 
and green are either painted on 
the wall or adhered to the glass 
railing façade in the form of 
translucent color fi lm. The work 
is inspired by the Panama Canal, 
one of the most transformative 
world events in the 19th century.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of 
Art, New York City Building, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Caribbean: Crossroads of 
the World — A fi rst-time 
collaborating with El Museo 
del Barrio to highlight over 
two centuries of rarely seen 

works from the Haitian 
Revolution (1804) to the 
present. The show features 
some 400 works including 
painting, sculpture, prints, 
books, photography, fi lm, 
video and historic artifacts 
from Caribbean nations, 
Europe and the United States.
When: Through Jan. 6, 2013
Where: Queens Museum of 
Art, New York City Building, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Corona
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: queensmuseum.org

Civic Action — Opening 
reception May 13. Artists: 
Natalie Jeremijenko and 
xClinic, Mary Miss, Rirkrit 
Tiravanija, and George 
Trakas. Co-organized with The 
Noguchi Museum and curated 
by Amy Smith-Stewart.
When: Through Aug. 5
Where: Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., 
Astoria
Contact: (718) 956-1819
Website: 
socratesscultpurepark.org

Industry/Cinema — The 
installation Industry/Cinema 
is a split-screen work that 
juxtaposes images from 

industrial fi lms and popular 
fi lms made between 1896 and 
1991. With specialized dual-
channel headphones, visitors 
are able to toggle between the 
soundtracks, creating an ever-
changing interplay between 
sound and image as they 
take an illuminating journey 
through fi lm history.
When: Through Aug. 12
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Contact: (718) 777-6888
Website: movingimage.us

EDUCATION

Learn and Create 
Wednesdays — The Voelker 
Orth Museum is offering 
a family-friendly series 
of hands-on workshops 
Wednesday afternoons. Learn 
and Create Wednesdays 
aim to provide informative 
yet entertaining activities 
for guests to take away 
something that they make and 
gain new knowledge. From 
garden talks to art-making, 
the museum will be serving 
special punch made from their 
garden grapes.
When: Through Aug. 15; 
Wednesday at 2 pm
Where: Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing
Contact: (718) 359-6227
Website: www.vomuseum.org

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
Continued from Page 42
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Jimmy’s Trattoria RistoranteBAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.
com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Guide toDINING To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

718-747-1414BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Waterside Restaurant

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

718-849-3939

VILLAGGIO
���������	

���
����

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK
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The United States 
ranked 32nd in math profi-
ciency last year, according 
to a study by Harvard’s Pro-
gram on Education Policy 
and Governance, and that 
is what keeps people like 
Mathnasium Center Direc-
tor John Lee going.

Lee, who directs a 
Mathnasium math-only 
learning center for kids in 
Great Neck, L.I., decided 
to take the same brand of 
education to Bayside’s Bell 
Boulevard. The center of-
ficially opened its doors, 
and its books, July 1 at 43-
17 Bell Blvd., and has since 
enjoyed a warm welcome, 
Lee said.

“Math is one of those 
subjects where we need it 
to be more competitive in a 
global economy,” Lee said. 
“I thought that this area 
needed quality tutoring at 
affordable rates.”

Mathnasium’s pro-
gram is geared to students 
in Grades 1 through 12 who 

might need to boost their 
math skills or need an ex-
tra challenge, Lee said. In 
addition to math tutoring, 
the center also offers home-
work help and test prep.

Lee said Mathnasium’s 
approach was to find what a 

student knows and does not 
know, and then tailor a per-
sonalized and prescriptive 
learning program accord-
ingly. The goal, he said, was 
to significantly increase a 
child’s math skills, under-
standing of math concepts 

and overall school perfor-
mance while building con-
fidence and a positive atti-
tude toward the subject.

“Children are usually 
taught in such a procedural 
way,” Lee said. “We focus 
much more on understand-

ing. With understanding 
comes passion, and with 
passion comes enjoyment.”

Inside the center, the 
walls are decorated with 
mathematical designs and 
inspirational quotes to 
make the subject more fa-
miliar to students.

With the unofficial slo-
gan, “Warning: Your child 
could become crazy about 
math,” Lee said there were 
not many other educational 
centers in the area that of-
fered his quality of tutor-
ing at such affordable rates, 
with some of the lowest ses-
sions rounding out to less 
than $10 per hour.

Mathnasium tutors 
come from several different 
backgrounds, but must all 
pass a preliminary math 
proficiency exam before 
joining the staff. Lee said 
he also interviews the po-
tential teachers, assessing 
them on their communi-
cation skills to make sure 
they can also interact effec-
tively with the students.

“A great player doesn’t 

necessarily make for a 
great coach,” Lee said.

By making math make 
sense to students, Lee said 
children will not view the 
subject as a chore. In re-
turn, students will trust 
their instructors and make 
for a fun-filled environment 
not typical to a normal edu-
cational facility.

“It is very exciting to 
be a part of helping the kids 
of our community succeed 
by offering them an op-
portunity to develop a bet-
ter understanding of math 
concepts,” Lee said. “Our 
goal is to eliminate the 
confusion and intimidation 
that often accompanies the 
subject of math and replace 
it with understanding and 
passion.”

In a celebration of its 
arrival to Bayside, Mathna-
sium is offering free assess-
ments up through Aug. 31.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Mathnasium brings math tutoring to Bayside
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Woodhaven couple wins backyard upgrade from ‘90s star
Vanilla Ice surprises the Pavons and presents them with $30,000 renovation prize from DIY Network

BY STEVE MOSCO

A young couple’s back-
yard is getting iced this 
summer — and they are 
thrilled.

Marlon and Michelle 
Pavon, of Woodhaven, 
bought a fixer-upper last 
year and have been over-
whelmed by the monetary 
cost and physical demand 
of renovating the two-fam-
ily home.

But help is on the way 
in the form of a 1990s rap 
star turned home renova-
tor.

Vanilla Ice, whose real 
name is Rob Van Winkle, 
surprised the Pavons at 
their home July 23 and an-
nounced to the couple that 
they were chosen from 
thousands of submissions 
as the winners of the “Ice 
My House” contest and will 
appear on DIY Network’s 
“The Vanilla Ice Project.”

The couple will now 
receive the grand prize of 
a $30,000 backyard renova-
tion.

“Winning this contest 
was a godsend,” said Mar-
lon Pavon, a sales executive 
for Blue Cross Blue Shield. 
“It really was perfect tim-
ing. Words can’t describe 
how exciting it is for this 
opportunity to be placed in 
our lap.”

Marlon and Michelle 
purchased the house last 
year and have been so fo-
cused on fixing the interior 
that they had no plans to 
renovate the backyard un-
til at least next year.

But now, DIY and 
Vanilla Ice’s team of con-
tractors will begin work 
sometime in late August 
and need about 10 days to 
upgrade the yard with an 
outdoor kitchen, a pool and 
a gazebo.

The network had asked 

the couple to write and sub-
mit a $30,000 “wish list” for 
their backyard. Now the 
Pavons will hand over the 
reins and wait for the net-
work to replace shrubs and 
piled-up junk with high-end 
backyard amenities.

“This is removing so 

much stress from our lives,” 
said Michelle, a CPA. “’We 
didn’t realize how many 
decisions have to be made 
when you buy a home. And 
it’s not just money — we’re 
not going to have to do any 
of the labor involved here 
and that is such a huge 

help.”
The Pavons know the 

physical cost of labor all 
too well. Just weeks before 
they won the contest, Mar-
lon threw his back out ren-
ovating and has since been 
unable to do any heavy lift-
ing.

“It’s hard because now 
I’m like a general contrac-
tor, just telling people what 
to do,” he said. “It’s frus-
trating watching my family 
carry stuff out to the trash. 
I feel like I should be doing 
all of that stuff.”

Being surrounded by 
family in the neighborhood 
has helped the Pavons get a 
lot of the work done. Mar-
lon’s mother lives across 
the street, his brother lives 
on the corner, aunts and 
uncles live down the block 
and cousins live around the 
corner.

Having their family in 
such close proximity is why 

the Pavons wanted a back-
yard suitable for entertain-
ing large groups of people 
in a comfortable setting.

And thanks to a con-
test entry — and a rap star 
from Marlon’s childhood — 
that dream is on its way to 
coming true.

“We’re walking celeb-
rities to our family now,” 
Marlon said. “Our family 
will reap the benefits of a 
new backyard. It’s not just 
for us, it’s for the entire 
family to come and enjoy. 
This gives us the oppor-
tunity to spend more time 
with the people we love.”

The Pavons’ episode of 
“The Vanilla Ice Project” 
is expected to air as the 
show’s season premiere in 
early 2013.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546. 

Family and friends celebrate as the Pavons claim their prize from 
Vanilla Ice (l.). Photo courtesy DIY Network
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www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

Protect your nabe from crime 
during National Night Out

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
AGAINST CRIME

100th Precinct and Transit 
District 23
Rockaway Beach
Beach 108th Street and Shore 
Front Parkway
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

101st Precinct
Bayswater Park
Beach 32nd Street and Beach 
Channel Drive
5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

102nd Precinct
Forest Park Monument
Myrtle Avenue and Park Lane 
South
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

103rd Precinct
150th Street and 89th Avenue
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

104th Precinct
Mafera Park
Between 65th Street and 68th 
Avenue
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

105th Precinct

Cabbell/Cambria Heights Park
121st Avenue and Francis Lewis 
Boulevard
5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

106th Precinct
PS 232/Harold Schneiderman 
Playground
153-23 83rd St.
5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

107th Precinct
Electchester Shopping Mall
Parsons Boulevard between 
71st and Jewel avenues
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

108th Precinct
John Andrews Playground
49th Avenue between Vernon 
Boulevard and 5th Street
5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

109th Precinct
PS 20 Playground
Barclay Avenue from Union to 
Bowne streets
5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

110th Precinct
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Zoo area
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

111th Precinct
Douglaston Shopping Center
Upper level in front of Modell’s
61-00 Douglaston Pkwy.
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

112th Precinct
MacDonald Park
Queens and Yellowstone 
boulevards
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

113th Precinct
Baisley Pond Park
155th Street and Baisley Boulevard
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

114th Precinct
Astoria Park
Great Lawn
Shore Boulevard between 
Ditmars Boulevard and Shore 
Road
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

115th Precinct
Northern Boulevard Park
Northern Boulevard between 
93rd and 94th streets
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

Workers building the East Side Ac-
cess to bring the Long Island Rail Road 
into Grand Central Terminal have fin-
ished the last tunnel for the project.

In fact, the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority said it has now completed 
all tunnels for both the East Side Access 
and the Second Avenue subway.

A fleet of seven gigantic, 200-ton tun-
nel boring machines had been grinding 
their way beneath the city day and night 
since 2007 in work on the huge projects.

The MTA said 16 new tunnels, extend-
ing a total of 13 miles, were required to 
build the Eastside Access, Second Avenue 

subway and extension of the No. 7 subway 
line west of Times Square.

MTA officials said the final tunnel 
was finished beneath the LIRR Main Line 
in Long Island City at 7:30 a.m. July 23.

“Sixteen brand-new, concrete-lined 
tunnels now exist under New York City 
where none did five years ago,” said MTA 
Chairman Joseph Lhota.

Lhota said the MTA was en route to 
“realizing a long-held dream of connect-
ing the LIRR to Grand Central.”

The East Side Access is now sched-
uled for completion in 2019, with the Sec-
ond Avenue subway to be finished in 2016 
and the No. 7 extension in 2014.

Final tunnel allowing LIRR 
into Grand Central completed

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]

TM

Get your Queens  
news on Facebook:  
facebook.com/timesledger
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Jelleah Sidney could 
have quit often throughout 
her tumultuous basketball 
career.

There were tears of 
both ACLs during her high 
school career at St. Michael 
Academy and academic 
ineligibility that kept her 
from attending Syracuse.

“I could have given 
up to many times,” Sidney 
said. “I just kept grind-
ing and getting through 
things.”

That included spend-
ing a year at Chipola Col-
lege, a top junior college in 
Marianna, Fla. It all paid 
off as she recently landed 
a scholarship to Kentucky, 
realizing her Division I 
dream. A versatile and 
skilled power forward, 
Sydney will join former St. 
Mike’s teammates Jenni-
fer O’Neill and best friend 
Bra’Shey Ali with the Wild-
cats next season.

“They stuck around 
through everything,” the 
6-foot-2 Sidney said. “They 
were loyal to me. It felt like 
a perfect fit.”

Before he died Jan. 3 of 
a heart attack, Sidney and 
former St. Mike’s and Exo-
dus AAU Coach Apache Pas-
chall had many discussions 
about her future. He was 
an encouraging presence, 
along with her mother An-
narie, while she dealt with 
injuries. He always told her 
he thought Kentucky would 
be the best place for her at 
this point in her career. 
Kentucky was still around 
when she went to Chipola 
and attended a number of 

her games. She chose the 
SEC club over Syracuse 
and South Carolina.

“I went to a lot of other 
schools; it just didn’t feel 
the same,” Sidney said.

Last year, the Queens 
Village native led Chipola 
in scoring with 11.8 points 
per game and was the 
team’s second-leading re-
bounder at 8.3 per contest. 
Sidney, who also attended 
prep school at IMG Acad-
emies in Bradenton, Fla., 
grabbed 46 steals for Chipo-
la. She joins a Kentucky 
team coming off an SEC 
regular season champion-
ship and Elite Eight berth 
in the NCAA Tournament.

“She is a player I want-
ed to coach the very first 
time I ever saw her play,” 
Kentucky Coach Matthew 
Mitchell said. “Her unique 
set of skills, which include 
many intangibles we look 
for, will add immediate val-
ue to our program.”

During her final sea-
son at St. Michael Acade-
my, Sidney led the school to 
its first ever state Federa-
tion Class AA title. She is 
part of a family of Division 
I players: her older sister 
Elon attended St. John’s 
and younger sister Brianna 
will attend UNC-Greens-
boro this coming fall. Jel-
leah Sidney’s aggressive-
ness and motivation to play 
defense made her one of 
Paschall’s favor players. He 
compared her to a women’s 
version of Metta World 
Peace.

“That kid is going to 
do really great things at 
Kentucky,” Exodus Coach 
Lauren Best said. “Jelleah 

CK junior helps secure title
Kollyns Scarbrough racks up a double-double against Bishop Ford

Sidney takes long 
road to Kentucky

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Kollyns Scarbrough 
gave everyone a glimpse in 
March of what may come in 
the near future — includ-
ing herself.

The Christ the King 
rising junior blossomed 
into one of the city’s best 
young players by the end of 
her sophomore basketball 
season. She broke out in the 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
playoffs, became the Roy-
als’ most consistent player 
behind star Sierra Calhoun 
and helped lead the Middle 
Village school to the dioc-
esan championship.

Scarbrough had 10 
points and 10 rebounds 
in the title game against 
Bishop Ford and 16 points 
during an upset of nation-
ally ranked Nazareth in the 
semifinals.

“It gave me confidence, 
but it also gave me a harder 
work ethic,” she said. “I felt 
like if I can do that much, 
just think what I could do 
if I keep improving. It just 
made me more ready to 
work.”

It has pushed Scar-
brough, a workaholic 
already, in the gym and 
weight room. Friends have 
commented on her more 
muscular frame, telling 
her she looks bigger.

NYC Warriors Coach 
Joe Deluca said Scar-
brough came into the sum-
mer looking to improve her 
basketball handling and 
jump shot.

She has already prov-
en to be an adept rebounder 
and inside scorer. Kollyns, 
however, understands at 
the next level her 5-foot-11 

frame will put her out on 
the wing and her improved 
guard skills will make her 
a difficult cover for the 
Royals. She has done end-
less drills with Deluca with 

that in mind.
“You practice so much 

you help your mindset,” 
Scarbrough said.

Deluca feels her im-
provement from the pe-

rimeter has aided the rest 
of her game. This summer 
she has often penetrated 
and fed the Warriors shoot-
ers for open jumpers, scor-

Christ the King’s Kollyns Scarbrough, who is having a breakout summer with the NYC Warriors, drives 
to the basket amidst defenders. Photo by Denis Gostev

Continued on Page 51Continued on Page 51
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Christ the King’s Severe fi lling Calhoun’s shoes
BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Jon Severe hears it all 
the time. Everyone, from 
friends to classmates and 
even opponents, ask him 
how it feels to be the one 
who will be taking the bulk 
of shots next year for Christ 
the King.

Severe stops them.
“It’s not going to be 

anything new,” he tells 
them. “I’m not that type 
of player. I’m going to play 
team basketball.”

The graduation of 
UConn recruit Omar Cal-
houn and the likely trans-
fer of rising senior Isaiah 
Lewis has — and ultimately 
will — shine a light on Se-
vere, the highly recruited 
6-foot-2 shooting guard. He 
does see an opportunity to 
emerge as the Royals’ lead-
er, along with fellow soon-
to-be seniors Jordan Fuchs 
and Malik Harmon, but Se-
vere doesn’t expect his role 
to suddenly change.

He’s not going to start 
jacking up 20 shots per 
game. During last winter’s 

frustrating season, when 
every win was followed by a 
surprising loss and CK was 
upset by Mount St. Michael 
in the CHSAA Class AA in-
tersectional quarterfinals, 
Severe took mental notes of 
what was missing.

“Last season nobody 
communicated,” he said. 

“We didn’t have any lead-
ers. Everybody was basi-
cally doing themselves.”

Severe is quick to note 
that’s not a knock on Cal-
houn, the school’s all-time 
leading scorer. Calhoun, 
Severe said, was quiet by 
nature. Severe isn’t exactly 
chatty himself, but he plans 

to change.
“I know what to do to 

win and I how to talk to my 
teammates, not bringing 
them down, making them 
better,” Severe said.

As soon as the AAU 
season ends Sunday night, 
Severe said he will be at 
Christ the King every day 

working out, and will reach 
out to his teammates to join 
him.

Christ the King Coach 
Joe Arbitello doesn’t think 
he will have one player 
next year people will look 
to, but a group of them, six 
or seven guys who will play 
for each other. Being that 
Severe is the highest re-
cruited player back and is 
coming off a big high school 
and AAU season, he will be 
looked to even more.

“Guys respect that fact 
he was never one of those 
guys that tried to proclaim 
he was better than some-
one else on the team, he’s 
always been quiet and gone 
about his business the right 
way,” Arbitello said. “Being 
a leader in that respect, I do 
think so. When the younger 
players look up to someone, 
they look at Jon. His game 
speaks for itself. He doesn’t 
need to do anything to 
make himself look like a 
better player.”

Severe has enjoyed a 
big AAU summer with the 
New York Lightning, get-

ting the chance to play on 
the Nike Elite Youth Bas-
ketball League circuit and 
leading the Lightning to 
the finals of the Nike Invi-
tational in Augusta, Ga., 
recently.

His recruitment is on 
the rise, with offers from 
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, 
Xavier, Dayton, George 
Washington, Seton Hall, 
Rhode Island and South 
Carolina, among others. Se-
vere plans to cut down his 
list in August, begin to take 
visits and commit some-
time in the fall or early in 
the winter.

He’s more focused on 
his final year at Christ the 
King, getting the program 
back to where he feels it be-
longs. That has nothing to 
do with taking more shots, 
Severe said, it’s about lead-
ership and accountability 
— qualities he is ready to 
take on.

“It’s my senior year, 
I want to win,” he said. “I 
don’t want to lose in the 
playoffs.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

DISTRICT HEIGHTS, 
Md. — The NYC Bulldogs’ 
quest for a second straight 
basketball title in Washing-
ton, D.C., ended two wins 
shy.

Archbishop Molloy’s 
Carolyn Gallagher’s game-
tying three-point attempt 
went long and Stanner 
teammate Amani Tatum 
had hers blocked as the 
Bulldogs fell 62-59 to a lon-
ger and bigger Rochester 
Revolution team in the 
semifinals of the USJN/
Nike Nationals Champion-
ships at the Capital Sports 
Complex July 25.

“A couple of breaks at 
the end and it would have 
been a different game,” 
Coach Tom Catalanotto 
said. “We didn’t get the 
breaks. It’s an exhausting 
trip.”

They reached the final 

four by beating the PA-Yel-
low Jackets July 24 and the 
PSPA Rams Select in the 
quarterfinals the morning 
of July 25. The Bulldogs, 
which beat the Revolution 
at the GymRat Challenge, 
were the lone local team 
to reach a semifinal after 
Long Island Lightning-
Slater and NYC Warriors-
Deluca lost in the Platinum 
and Gold quarterfinals, re-
spectively.

“We had to work very 

hard this game for our 
shots,” Catalanotto said.

Holy Trinity’s Kelly 
Carey led the way with 19 
points and three three-
pointers and Gallagher had 
15. Tatum chipped in eight. 
Diona Johnson paced the 
Revolution with 16 points 
and Cierra Dillard had 12. 
Alexa “Weazel” Dietrich 
dropped in 12 points in the 
Bulldogs quarterfinal win. 
Carey impressed through-
out, consistently making 
shots.

“She was playing in 
Katie Poppe’s shadow [last] 
year at Trinity,” Catalan-
otto, who was an assistant 
with the Titans last season, 
said of Carey. “Kelly was a 
go-to person when we need-
ed her.”

The Bulldogs went on 
two separate 6-0 runs in the 
second half to take leads of 
43-36 and then 50-46 with 
6:30 left in regulation. Tat-

um pulled her team within 
61-59 with 1:13 remaining, 
but the Bulldogs never got 
closer.

It was nevertheless 
a successful tournament. 
They went 7-1 over the 
three-day event and head to 
the Quaker City Challenge 
in King of Prussia, Pa., this 
weekend.

“If you look at the side-
line, how many [college] 
coaches have been watch-
ing our games?” Catalan-
otto asked. “That’s all you 
really want. Half of these 
coaches, who didn’t know 
anything about us [before], 
know something about us 
now.”

Christ the King’s Jon Severe is ready to lead his teammates this winter. Photo by Christina Santucci

Bulldogs stunned by Rochester in Nike Championship
Molloy’s Alexa Dietrich and 
the NYC Bulldogs fell to 
the Rochester Revolution 
in the USJN/Nike Silver 
semifinals on Wednesday. 

Photo by Lauren Marsh

New York City 
Bulldogs went 

on two separate 
6-0 runs in the 
second half but 

couldn’t hold the 
lead.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Scott Machado doesn’t 
want to compare himself 
directly to Jeremy Lin, his 
potential future teammate 
with the Houston Rockets, 
but the similarities are 
striking.

Both came from athlet-
ically underrated colleges 
— Machado from Iona and 
Lin from Harvard — and 
went undrafted, then hav-
ing to listen to critics rip 
apart their games. While 
Machado considers himself 
a pass-first point guard and 
Lin is more of a scorer, the 

6-foot-2 Queens native does 
want something Lin re-
ceived: a chance.

“I feel like I was in the 
same situation he was last 
year,” Machado said of Lin. 
“He was undrafted, ended 
up going with a bunch of 
teams and ended up with 
the Knicks and did a good 
job. Now’s he’s got a big con-
tract. He came from an un-
derrated school and he was 
able to show his talents. I 
feel like I would be able to 
do that as well.”

Machado received an 
invitation to play with the 
Rockets in the recent NBA 

Summer League in Las 
Vegas and performed well. 
Machado has also been 
asked to attend Houston’s 
training camp in Septem-
ber. He is keeping his op-
tions open, though, as other 
teams are also interested.

Machado spent Sat-
urday afternoon at Adel-
phi University playing in 
the second annual Malone 

Mulhall Benefit Basketball 
Game to benefit the founda-
tions of Paige and Jamie 
Malone, and Michael Mul-
hall, who were killed in a 
car accident in July 2010.

“I feel like if I was able 
to do what I did in college, 
I feel like my game trans-
lates better in the NBA,” 
said Machado, a Knicks fan 
growing up. “If I am able to 
get that opportunity, I’ll be 
able to show people what I 
can do.”

If he is picked up by 
the Rockets, Machado said 
he has no problem backing 
up Lin, but wants to be a 

starting point guard down 
the road. He is coming off 
a stellar senior season at 
Iona. He helped turn the 
Gaels into a winner, leading 
Iona to the MAAC regular 
season title and the NCAA 
tournament. Machado did 
so while averaging 13.6 
points and a Division I-best 
9.9 assists. It earned him 
the Haggerty Award as the 
area’s top player this year.

“Hopefully, one day,” 
Machado said, “I’ll be start-
ing on an NBA team.”

Boro native Machado draws comparison to Knicks’ Lin

ing herself and limiting 
turnovers. Scarbrough was 
leading the break in her 
team’s first-round, Gold-
bracket playoff win over 
the VA-Cardinal Elite at 
the USJN/Nike National 
Championships in District 
Heights, Md.

She did the same as the 
Warriors won the White 
bracket at the Nike Tourna-

ment of Champions in Chi-
cago last week, including a 
memorable 31-point perfor-
mance.

“Everyone was fill-
ing the lanes and it just 
clicked,” Deluca said. “It’s 
made everyone else’s job 
on the team a lot easier. It’s 
going to benefit her at CK 
next year, too.”

Scarbrough has gotten 
college coaches to begin to 
talk and inquire about her, 

but she knows there is still 
plenty of work ahead. Scar-
brough will be a vital piece 
next season for the Royals 
as they look to repeat as 
Brooklyn/Queens champs 
and earn a trip to the state 
Federation tournament in 
Albany.

“She didn’t realize she 
could do half of the things 
she is capable of doing,” 
Deluca said. “Once she re-
alized she could do it, it 
opened up a lot of things 
for her. There is no limit to 
her.”

Continued from Page 49

Title

is one of the most under-
rated players we’ve ever 
had, probably the best 
we’ve ever had that nobody 

knows about.”
Sydney said the years 

away from home helped 
her grow up. She had to do 
simple things on her own, 
like laundry, budget her 

money and push herself in 
the classroom. It’s led her 
to that coveted Division I 
scholarship.

“I learned a lot, in life, 
in basketball, injuries and 
stuff like that,” Sidney said. 
“I can overcome anything. I 
feel like I’m blessed.”

Continued from Page 49

Sidney

Scott Machado, who played 
in the Malone Mulhall Benefit 
Game, hopes to follow the 
same path Jeremy Lin took. 

Photo by Robert Cole

SJU fencer finishes sixth in Olympics
LONDON — In his 

first-ever Olympic event, 
Daryl Homer finished 
sixth, tying St. John’s Uni-
versity alumnus Keeth 
Smart’s result in 2008.

The sixth-place fin-
ish by both St. John’s 
fencers is the highest by 
an American men’s saber 
fencer since Peter West-
brook earned the bronze 
medal in the 1984 Games.

Homer, the young-
est on the men’s saber 
squad at 22 years old, fin-
ished the highest of Team 
USA’s men’s saber team. 
Tim Morehouse, Homer’s 
teammate, placed eighth. 
This marks the first time 
two individual American 

saber fencers qualified for 
the quarterfinals since 
the 1948 Olympic Games 
in London.

Homer, who entered 
the day confident he 
would show a good result, 
was seeded 18th and re-
ceived a first-round bye. 
His first bout of the event 
was against Romania’s 
Tiberiu Dolniceanu, who 
has a history with Hom-
er. Dolniceanu defeated 
Homer in the table of 64 
at the 2011 World Fencing 
Championships in Cata-
nia, Italy, last October.

In the round of 32, 
Homer and Dolniceanu 
matched each other 
touch-for-touch until the 

first break, which Homer 
entered with an 8-7 lead. 
Homer maintained the 
lead for the remainder of 
the match and defeated 
the Romanian 15-11.

Homer’s next test 
came when he faced the 
world’s No. 2 saber fencer, 
Russia’s Alexey Yakimen-
ko. Homer defeated the 
Russian after a thrilling 
tie-break onslaught, ad-
vancing to face Romania’s 
Rares Dumitrescu in the 
quarterfinals.

The eighth-ranked 
Dumitrescu out-matched 
Homer in the latter half of 
the match, defeating the 
2011 Pan American gold 
medalist 15-13.

hbchevy.com

Hours: Mon-Thur: 9-9, Fri: 9-7, Sat: 9-6

QUEENS BLVD & 
YELLOWSTONE BLVD

FOREST HILLS

718-263-7700Auto, AC, PW, PL, CD, OnStar, Satellite Radio. MSRP: $18,590

BRAND NEW 2012
CHEVROLET CRUZE LS

Prices incl rebates. Tax & MV fees add'l. †Financing
and lease subj to prime lender approval with S-Tier
credit. 12k mi/yr, 20c ea add'l mi. Due at signing:
Cruze=$1929; Malibu=$1939; Equinox=$1539;
Traverse $1839. No sec dep. Lessee responsible for
excess wear & maint. Must take delivery from deal-
er stock by 7/31/12. *EPA estimate. Prior orders
excluded. NYC DCA#0886160. DMV Fac #7055788 

A LITTLE CONFIDENCE 
GOES A LONG WAY!

The price you see is the price you pay.
Plain and simple.

Per Mo For 24 Mos.†

35 
MPG
HWY*

Auto, AC, PW, PL, CD, OnStar. Satellite Radio. MSRP: $23,255

BRAND NEW 2012 
CHEVROLET MALIBU LS

$16,842Per Mo For 24 Mos.†

33 
MPG
HWY*

Auto, AC, PW, PL, CD, OnStar. MSRP: $24,355

BRAND NEW 2012 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX LS

Per Mo For 24 Mos.†

32 
MPG
HWY*

Auto, V6, AC, PW, PL, CD, OnStar. MSRP: $31,175

BRAND NEW 2012
CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LS

$239
Per Mo For 24 Mos.†

24 
MPG
HWY*

BRAND NEW 2012
CHEVROLET SONIC LT 4-DR SDN

TOTAL CONFIDENCE PRICE

AC, PW, PL,
Cruise, CD,

OnStar, Satellite
Radio, 4 Cyl,
Remote Start,

Bluetooth.Lease For

Lease For Lease For

Lease For

$179

$149 $219
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ROP

the TLC, he said, would 
drive the illegitimate com-
panies out of business.

“The reason they want 
this is so that they can dis-

tinguish themselves with 
decals and symbols from 
the illegitimate vans,” he 
said. “Now that we’ve had a 
downturn in the economy, 
a lot of people are just buy-
ing vans and running them 
up and down the street, un-
dercutting their business 
.... They’re not paying the 

insurance. They’re not pay-
ing any fees at all.”

“Because of the way 
the system is, even an en-
forcement officer who’s 
trying to do the right thing 
can’t tell a legitimate van 
from an illegitimate van,” 
he added.

game trash talk in-between 
the two sides,” said 29-year-
old Justin Rothblatt, who 
lives in Long Island now 
but is planning a move to 
Woodside. “Brooklynites 
are easy targets.”

Trong Nguyen, 40, of 
Brooklyn, said before the 
match he was not worried 
despite the stacked num-
bers.

“I’m a good runner,” 
he said. “Pretty good arm.”

At the sound of an 
air horn, the battle began. 
While it was over in about 
five minutes, Queensites 
and Brooklynites alike 
said they had fun throwing 
water balloons, squirting 
each other and, when the 
ammunition had almost 
run out, taking the water 
that remained in the large 
buckets that held the bal-
loons and dumping them 
over each other’s heads.

“I had a great time,” 
said Jeremy Rosen, a 
33-year-old Astoria resi-
dent. “It’s refreshing. It’s a 
great use of the field.”

Dan McNamara, a 
27-year-old Jersey City resi-
dent who fought for Brook-
lyn, said despite the imbal-
anced numbers the teams 
were evenly matched be-
cause Brooklyn strategized 
well.

“But they should be 
thankful for their allies, 
Jersey City,” McNamara 
said.

After the fight was 
over, the participants shook 
hands, picked up the burst 
balloons and went to the 
Bohemian Hall Beer Gar-
den in Astoria.

deficits increase by [more 
than $1 billion] through 
this forecast period, mon-
ey that has to be made up 
someway, somehow,” Foran 
said. The forecast period is 
four years.

In that case, more than 
likely the cash shortage 
would be made up by tran-
sit fare hikes higher than 
the now-planned 7.5 per-
cent increase next March, 
as well as raises in 2015 and 
probably 2017.

The contract between 
the MTA and the Transit 
Workers expired in Janu-
ary. Negotiations between 
the union and the MTA are 
going on.

But the financial pic-
ture is not entirely bleak. 
The MTA got a financial 
break with a surge in sub-
way riders, now near the 
record set in the early 
1950s, as the cost of energy 
to propel buses, subways 
and trains fell.

On the other hand, 
pension costs and workers’ 
compensation claims rose.

As to the MTA’s an-

nouncement of the coming 
restoration of bus routes 
eliminated or diminished 
in 2010, Lhota said “we 
wanted our riders to know 
we are listening to them.”

Many of the 22 public 
speakers at the meeting 
praised and thanked the 
MTA for its plans to restore 
bus routes. Some also men-
tioned routes they said need 
to be brought back.

The MTA estimates 
bringing back the eliminat-
ed bus routes and introduc-
ing some new ones will cost 
$29.5 million annually.

Queens bus routes 

slated for restoration and 
when they will be effective 
are as follows:

• Q24: restores exten-
sion from Broadway Junc-
tion to Bushwick Avenue 
via Broadway. Serves East 
New York and Bushwick. 
January 2013.

• Q27: provides over-
night service from Hor-
ace Harding Expressway 
to Cambria Heights via 
Springfield Blvd. Serves 
Queens Village and Cam-
bria Heights. January 2013.

• Q30: provides service 
to Queensborough Commu-
nity College. January 2013.

• Q36: extension of ev-
ery other trip from Jamai-
ca Avenue to Little Neck 
via Little Neck Parkway, 
restores weekday service 
along route of previous Q79. 
Serves Floral Park, Belle-
rose, Glen Oaks and Little 
Neck. January 2013.

• Q42: restores mid-day 
service from Jamaica Cen-
ter to St. Albans. Serves 
Jamaica and Addisleigh 
Park.

• Q76: restores Satur-
day service and adds Sun-
day service from Jamaica 
to College Point via Francis 
Lewis Boulevard. Serves 

Jamaica, Jamaica Estates, 
Fresh Meadows, Bayside, 
Whitestone and College 
Point.

In other transit news:
• The MTA financial 

plan includes adding a $1 
surcharge on the purchase 
of MetroCards with no in-
formation yet on when the 
so-called Green Fee might 
become effective. Transit 
officials said the surcharge 
should reduce the number 
of expired MetroCards, 
which are discarded and 
litter the floors of subway 
stations.

and Tropicana that he said 
would lose employment op-
portunities for New York-
ers because of the ban.

City Councilman Oli-
ver Koppell (D-Bronx) also 
opposed the proposal, say-
ing it was an “obstruction 
of the rights of New Yorkers 
to choose for themselves the 
beverages that they want to 
consume.”

Other detractors said 
there were more effective 
ways to address obesity, 
such as providing better 
education and alleviating 
poverty.

However, many public 
health advocates and medi-
cal professionals speaking 
at the public hearing de-

fended the proposal, argu-
ing that it was an important 
step in fighting obesity.

Walter Willet, who 
has studied the causes of 
obesity as the chairman of 
Harvard University’s De-
partment of Nutrition, said 
that it makes perfect sense 
to single out soda.

“Soda is indeed the 
right target,” he said. “It 
is dangerous. It’s not the 
only target, but it is by far 
the most single important 
target.”

Soda is the largest 
contributor to weight gain 
because the body does not 
recognize excess sugars in 
liquid form as it does in sol-
id food, Willet said. There-
fore, people tend to add the 
extra calories from sugary 
drinks to their diets rather 
than substituting them for 
other foods, he said.

Since the 1970s, soda 

has accounted for about 
150 of 300 extra calories 
consumed per day in the 
American diet, he said. 
Therefore, he projected 
that eliminating soda from 
people’s diets could cut obe-
sity rates in half.

Other proponents of 
the rule also pointed out 
that the sizes of sodas and 
other sugary drinks have 
substantially grown in 
recent decades and that 
people may not be aware 
of what is an appropriate 
serving size.

They said that limiting 
the size of sugary drinks 
would force people to con-
sciously decide if they 
should have more.

Reach reporter Karen 
Frantz by e-mail at kfrantz@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4538.
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Vans

which sent world markets 
into a tailspin, and the 
ensuing downturn of the 
housing market.

“The housing market 
right now is a challenge,” 
he said, pointing out that 
the EDC heard from de-
velopers that building the 
affordable housing in the 
first phase of the project 
was simply not feasible.

In addition, he said 
changing the perception 
of the neglected conglom-
eration of industrial shops 

would entice people to want 
to move there.

“Over time you would 
build in people’s heads 
a positive connotation,” 
Pinsky said of the area, 
 although there was no 
mention of this philosophy 
when the more than 1,000 
units of affordable housing 
were being touted in the 
Council in 2008 .

The EDC asked to meet 
with the newspaper to pres-
ent its views on the Willets 
Point project.

Pinsky has also taken 
heat for giving the land 
away for free to Sterling 
Equities and Related Cos. 
after the city spent millions 
purchasing most of it from 

property owners. 
But he again cited the 

global economic crisis and 
the cost of cleaning the tox-
ic soil that lies beneath the 
auto body shops as to why 
plans changed.

“At the time we were 
talking about this, it was a 
different market,” Pinsky 
said. “In that market, there 
may have been sufficient 
value in the land that it 
would have covered those 
costs.”

EDC contends it has 
purchased 95 percent of the 
land needed for the Ster-
ling and Related project, 
although a lawyer repre-
senting property owners 
disputes that number. The 

city recently dropped its 
legal quest to use eminent 
domain to condemn the 
remaining properties be-
cause, according to Pinsky, 
the addition of Willets West 
may have changed the proj-
ect enough that the origi-
nal proceedings would not 
longer apply to it.

Julie Wood, spokes-
woman for the mayor, said 
the city’s decision to drop 
the bid “ensures that our 
plan will comply with the 
site’s myriad technical and 
legal requirements.”

The city hopes to ne-
gotiate for the remaining 
parcels of land, but Pinsky 
said that a new condemna-
tion campaign is not off the 

table. 
Pinsky also touched 

on the EDC’s recent admis-
sion that it lobbied illegally 
as defined in a report from 
the state attorney general, 
saying the law was never 
clear and that the EDC ful-
ly cooperated with the civil 
investigation.

Many nonprofits, in-
cluding the National Rifle 
Association and unions, le-
gally lobby to try and influ-
ence legislation, according 
to EDC. The lobbying was 
not the problem, but rather 
how the EDC was catego-
rized by the state as a non-
profit, which triggered the 
law, according to Pinsky.

EDC now will be reor-

ganized into two entities, 
one of which will be able to 
lobby city officials legally, 
according to Pinsky.

The city did find some 
savings in the project, how-
ever. After off-site infra-
structure  improvements, 
including a sewer that will 
plug into the city’s network, 
came in at about half the 
estimated cost, EDC will be 
throwing some of its $400 
million capital budget for 
the project into paying for 
ramps off the Van Wyck 
Expressway and contrib-
uting to the cleanup of the 
contamination at the site, 
which is primarily being 
financed by Sterling and 
Related.

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Claim based on a comparison of average download speeds of AndroidTM smartphones operating on the 4G LTE networks of national carriers in the United States. 4G speeds not available everywhere. Limited-time offer. HTC One X requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement 
with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs 
not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 
days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These 
are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen 
images simulated. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying voice 
and data plans required.

HTC ONE™ X
Super-fast 8.0 megapixel camera

Smartphones

on AT&T
Here in
  New York City.

.

Get all the coverage you need! 
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack. 

1.866.MOBILITY
ATT.COM/NETWORK

VISIT A STORE


