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Chaske Hill, 3, from the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, performs a traditional dance with other young participants at the 34th 
annual Thunderbird Grand Mid-Summer Pow-Wow, held at the Queens Farm Museum in Floral Park. See story on 
Page 7. Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOE ANUTA

Charges of attempted rape 
were quietly dropped against a 
Bayside man after he said DNA 
evidence proved he was not the 
man responsible for the crime.

“I’m not that guy. I’m not that 
monster,” said 41-year-old Ken-
neth King, who was incarcerated 
for nine months between his Sep-
tember arrest and May release.

The Queens district attor-
ney’s office officially dropped his 
case July 10 after DNA found on 
a sweater of the victim did not 
match his, according to King and 
his lawyer.

The DA declined to comment 
for this story, but King said his 
lawyer had long requested a DNA 
test but did not get his wish until 
a judge forced the issue at a court 
date six months into his incar-
ceration.

King is currently working to 
put his life back together after the 
ordeal, which he said is not easy.

“I’ve never had anxiety, nev-
er had insomnia before,” he said. 
“Now it’s there constantly.”

DA drops Whitestone rape case
Bayside man released after DNA evidence clears him as woman’s attacker

Continued on Page 15

Van Bramer 
weds partner 
after 13 years

BY REBECCA HENELY

He waited until he could be 
married in Queens.

City Councilman Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D-Sunnyside) wed 
his partner of 13 years, Dan Hen-
drick, in a ceremony at Long Is-
land City’s Studio Square Satur-
day night. The marriage makes 
Van Bramer the second openly 
gay and the first male Council 
member to tie the knot since the 
law making same-sex unions le-
gal went into effect last year.

The happy couple had a pri-
vate ceremony of 200 people, but 
released a joint statement the 
next day thanking family, friends, 
neighbors and strangers for wish-
ing them well.

“We are overjoyed that so 
many family and friends wit-
nessed our wedding Saturday 
night,” they said. “For over 13 
years we have been in a commit-
ted and loving relationship, yet 
before marriage equality passed 
last year, we were denied the 
right to marry one another.”

Continued on Page 15

A real estate firm is looking to sell a piece of 
property in Far Rockaway for close to $6 mil-
lion. Image courtesy Eastern Consolidated

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Any potential land 

buyers hoping to snatch 
up beach front property in 
Far Rockaway better have 
deep pockets — a lot of deep 
pockets.

According to real 
estate investment firm 
Eastern Consolidated, a 

72,997-square-foot vacant 
property is hitting the 
market at a staggering $5.9 
million. The firm is seek-
ing possible investors for 
the two waterfront land 
parcels bounded by beach 
to the east and Seagirt Av-
enue to the west.

Specifically, the 1.68-
acre offering is comprised 

of 126, 128, 130, 134, 136 and 
140 Beach St.; 146-160 Beach 
5th St.; 151-163 Beach 5th 
St.; 150-162 Beach 6th St; 
and 509-511 Seagirt Ave.

“The demand for beach 
front property is high, we 
are already experiencing 
huge investor interest,” 
said David Schechtman, 

Big bucks for Far Rock lot

Continued on Page 15

BY RICH BOCKMANN

John F. Kennedy International Airport has 
the most potential of all U.S. airports to be the 
most influential global-superspreader of conta-
gious diseases, according to a new study released 
by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Continued on Page 15

JFK could spread 
diseases to world
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If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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Jimmy Meng arrest echoes in Flushing
Fraud charge against former assemblyman casts pall on daughter’s congressional race

BY JOE ANUTA
 
The arrest of former state As-

semblyman Jimmy Meng, father 
of Assemblywoman Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing), could send ripples 
through the Flushing political 
world, although opinions differ 
on how much it will affect his 
daughter’s congressional race.

Meng was arrested July 24 
after accepting a fruit basket con-
taining $80,000 in bribe money 
from a person who had initially 
sought the one-time law-
maker’s advice on how to 
beat tax crime charges, 
but then began working 
with the FBI to catalog 
Meng’s alleged fraud 
through recorded conversations, 
according to documents from 
Brooklyn federal court. 

The indictment seemed to 
blindside many in Flushing po-
litical circles, but not everyone 
was shocked.

“I was not a bit surprised,” 
said former Flushing City Coun-
cilwoman Julia Harrison, who 

has known Meng for more than 
30 years.

Meng has been a prominent 
figure in the neighborhood for 
decades, and is considered a po-
tent force for getting out the vote, 
according to Flushing political 
insiders, who said prospective 
candidates often tried to curry fa-
vor with the successful business 
owner in order for him to call on 
his large network of friends and 
connections.

If any candidates were seek-
ing Meng’s assistance 
in this year’s elections, 
they may be scrambling 
for an alternative, the 
source said.

Meng is facing a 
maximum of 20 years in prison 
if convicted, and the manner in 
which his case proceeds could af-
fect his daughter’s race.

According to Harrison and 
other political observers, if his 
trial gets strung out for months 
during the campaigning period 
until the election in November, it 
could form a dark cloud over the 

race.
But Grace Meng’s camp was 

not worried.
“The situation does not 

make the race more competitive. 
Queens voters are concerned 
about the issues that affect them 
and their city and will head to the 

polls in November with one thing 
in mind — who will best repre-
sent them in Washington?” said 
spokesman Austin Finan. “Grace 
Meng is the only candidate in this 
race who can be trusted to fight 
for working, middle-class fami-
lies in Queens.”

And David Birdsell, a dean at 
Baruch College’s School of Public 
Affairs, said though Grace Meng’s 
Republican rivals will likely try 
and connect her to the indict-
ment, he does not believe it will 
deal a fatal blow to her chances. 

“It is obviously a problem and 
an embarrassment for Meng,” he 
said. “It is not necessarily a cam-
paign killer.”

The camp from City Coun-
cilman Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone) declined to comment on the 
story.

Jimmy Meng first ran for a 
Flushing Assembly seat in 2002 
and lost to now-Deputy Borough 
President Barry Grodenchik. But 
two years later Meng came back 
to win, bucking the Queens Re-
publicans and highlighting what 

many in the community saw as 
a power struggle between Meng 
and former Flushing Councilman 
and current city Comptroller 
John Liu.

When Meng beat Groden-
chik, who was backed by Liu and 
the Queens Democratic Party, 
the comptroller said he was more 
upset about the loss than Groden-
chik and that he would support his 
chosen candidate on the Working 
Families Party line. Grodenchik 
eventually decided against run-
ning on the third party line.

Meng’s win was temporar-
ily called into question by an in-
vestigation by the city Board of 
Elections after several voters ap-
peared to have been registered at 
businesses owned by Meng.

But the board eventually ex-
onerated Meng, who denied any 
wrongdoing.

Reach reporter Joe Anuta by 
e-mail at januta@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4566.

Then-Assemblyman Jimmy Meng 
takes an oath of office before the 
start of a joint legislative session. 

AP Photo/Tim Roske

BY JOE ANUTA

Critics of the proposed 
$3 billion, mixed-use devel-
opment in Willets Point can 
look to the 2008 global eco-
nomic downtown for con-
troversial changes to the 
massive project, according 
to city Economic Develop-
ment Corp. President Seth 
Pinsky, who discussed 
some of the thorny issues 
associated with developing 
the Iron Triangle.

“This is something, 
obviously, that many 
administrations have 
worked on,” Pinsky said at 
a recent meeting with the 
TimesLedger Newspapers, 
referring to the city’s ambi-
tious  plan to turn a series 
of auto body shops and in-
dustrial businesses built 
on contaminated soil into a 
new neighborhood between 
Flushing and Corona.

Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg announced in 
June that Sterling Equi-
ties, the real-estate arm of 
the New York Mets, and Re-
lated Cos., headed by Man-
hattan real estate mogul 
Stephen Ross, won a bid-
ding process to develop the 
first portion of the 62-acre 

project, which will eventu-
ally include a hotel, hous-
ing and retail components 
along 126th Street across 
from Citi Field and an en-
tertainment and shopping 
center on the current Mets 
parking lot to the west of 
the stadium.

Bloomberg and Pinsky 
both tout the project as ex-
actly what the City Council 
and community signed off 
on in 2008 when the pro-
posal was wending its way 
through the city Legisla-
ture.

But the EDC has come 
under fire for changes to 
how that original plan will 
be realized.

For starters, the afford-
able housing component of 
the project will be the last 
to be built instead of being 
constructed concurrently 
with the retail and hotel 
portions.

Pinsky partially at-
tributed the change to the 
2008 collapse of the Leh-
man Brothers investment 
bank, which sent world 
markets into a tailspin, and 
the ensuing downturn of 
the housing market.

“The housing market 
right now is a challenge,” 

he said, pointing out that 
the EDC heard from de-
velopers that building the 
affordable housing in the 
first phase of the project 
was simply not feasible.

In addition, he said 
changing the perception 
of the neglected conglom-
eration of industrial shops 
would entice people to want 
to move there.

“Over time you would 
build in people’s heads 
a positive connotation,” 
Pinsky said of the area, 
 although there was no 
mention of this philosophy 
when the more than 1,000 
units of affordable housing 
were being touted in the 
Council in 2008 .

The EDC asked to meet 
with the newspaper to pres-
ent its views on the Willets 
Point project.

Pinsky has also taken 
heat for giving the land 
away for free to Sterling 

Equities and Related Cos. 
after the city spent millions 
purchasing most of it from 
property owners. 

But he again cited the 
global economic crisis and 
the cost of cleaning the tox-
ic soil that lies beneath the 
auto body shops as to why 
plans changed.

“At the time we were 
talking about this, it was a 
different market,” Pinsky 
said. “In that market, there 
may have been sufficient 
value in the land that it 
would have covered those 
costs.”

EDC contends it has 
purchased 95 percent of the 
land needed for the Ster-
ling and Related project, 
although a lawyer repre-
senting property owners 
disputes that number. The 
city recently dropped its 
legal quest to use eminent 
domain to condemn the 

Seth Pinsky discusses the ins and outs of the Willets Point redevel-
opment. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 15

EDC says 2008 global crash altered Willets Pt. plans
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Dandy Wellington  
and his Band
 
Fri, Aug 10, 8-10pm 
$25/20 Members 
(Table Package available.) 

Pre-show Swing Dance Lessons  
at 7pm with instructor Adam Lee

Inspired by the Big Band Era of Jazz, 
Dandy Wellington and his Band 
have taken the sounds of the 1930’s 
and 40’s and created a world of well 
dressed music. A charismatic  
performer, Dandy Wellington has 
been featured in the NY Times, the 
NY Post, and TimeoutNY. Come 
dressed in your dandies!

For tickets: flushingtownhall.org or call (718) 463-7700 x222

Queens Borough President 
Hon. Helen M. Marshall

Former patrons stop George O’Neill on a daily basis, asking when he is going to reopen. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Sitting under a tent in a 

makeshift office outside his 
restaurant, George O’Neill 
still hears the sirens and 
alarms that awakened him 
on the morning of the fire.

“I had never seen any-
thing like it,” said O’Neill, 
whose eponymous eatery, 
O’Neill’s, burned down in 
May 2011. “I was in a daze. 
I couldn’t believe my place 
was going up in flames.”

The five-alarm grease 
fire, which O’Neill said 
took firefighters more than 
two days to extinguish, 
started in the restaurant’s 
duct work, according to 
O’Neill. That night, O’Neill 
was renting a room across 
the street from the restau-
rant, making him one of 
the first on the scene.

But there was nothing 
he could do except stand 
outside with neighbors and 
watch the flames — won-
dering what to do next.

Nothing was saved 
in the fire that gutted the 
restaurant — nothing ex-
cept for O’Neill’s resolve 
to reopen and get back to 
feeding his friends and 
neighbors in the tight-knit 
Maspeth community.

“The fire was on the 
2nd and by the 6th I had 
plans in place to rebuild,” 
said O’Neill while touring 

the space where the restau-
rant will rise, and enthusi-
astically pointing to where 
diners will sit and where 
the bar will be reborn. 
“There was never a doubt 
in my mind that I would re-
open the place. It’s my life 
and I was never going to 
give it up that easily.”

The Maspeth fixture, 
at 64-21 53rd St., has been in 
the family since 1928, when 
O’Neill’s father opened what 
was then called the Plateau 
Tavern. As years passed, 
O’Neill began buying up 
the property surrounding 
the watering hole: a gro-
cery store, a barbershop, a 
liquor store, a cleaners, a 
bakery, a delicatessen.

Throughout the years, 
O’Neill’s hosted nearly ev-
ery imaginable character 
at the bar, in the dining 
room and in the old cater-
ing space. From the cham-
pionship New York Mets of 
the 1980s to neighborhood 
regulars, the restaurant 
was a beloved meeting 
place for decades.

And it is that intan-
gible magic that the owner 
wants to recapture with the 
newly minted restaurant 
once it finally reopens in 
early December.

“The best part of own-
ing a restaurant is the new 
friends you make on an al-
most daily basis,” he said. 

“People come here and we 
want them to have a good 
meal, a good time and we 
want them to feel at home. 
That is what this place is — 
a home away from home.”

O’Neill’s plans to pack 
in even more new friends 
with an expanded catering 
room in the back of the res-
taurant. He said the space 
will hold around 300 to 350 
patrons and will be avail-
able for every party imag-
inable.

The first big party 
in that room is already 
booked. On Dec. 7, O’Neill’s 
will host a benefit for the 
NYPD’s Widows and Or-
phans fund.

“That party is booked 
and it’s huge, so we better 
be ready to go by then,” he 
said.

Beyond big parties and 
special events, O’Neill is 
most excited for the every-
day customer — the guys 
and girls that come in for 
chicken wings and football, 
the families looking for 
burgers and a night out, the 
weary traveller looking for 
a coffee and a place to sit.

“People are always 
asking me when we’re re-
opening,” he said. “I guess 
they miss it as much as I 
do.”

O’Neills eatery rebuilds
after blaze in Maspeth

PROVIDING ALL OF YOUR MEDICAL

NEEDS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDICAID,
MEDICAID HMO’S & PRIVATE INSURANCES

TEL:  FAX:

ALERNO
URGICAL
UPPLIES INC.

CARDS
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124-19 101st Avenue, Richmond Hill 
& 

61-88 Dry Harbor Road, Middle Village

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (l.) greets Erica Ford, founder of Life 
Camp.   Photo by Christina Santucci

BY RICH BOCKMANN

One still-grieving 
woman lamented it was the 
group no one wants to be-
long to.

Sharon Plummer’s 
son, Shawn Plummer, was 
killed July 13. Brigitte Hog-
gard lost her son, Terell 
Fountain, June 26, 2011. 
Emett Mason’s son, Sidney 
Mason, was just 10 when he 
was gunned down in 1969.

Some women wept with 
sorrow as they recounted 
the tragic fate their sons 
met, their voices choked as 
they tried to explain how 
their loss affected them. 
One woman screamed with 
anger at the thought of her 
son’s murderer receiving 
“too much privilege” in 
the prison system. Another 
mother, who spent 17 years 
in prison, assured her that 
incarceration was “excru-
ciating agony.”

But no matter how 
different their stories, no 

matter how different their 
experiences, the one thing 
the family members who 
sat down for lunch at The 
Door Restaurant, at 163-07 
Baisley Blvd. in Springfield 
Gardens, Monday share in 
common is that, for better 
or worse, they belong to a 
community of people who 
have lost loved ones to vio-
lence.

“People can have sym-
pathy,” said Donna Hood, 
whose son Kevin Miller Jr. 
was killed Oct. 2, 2009, “but 
only another person or an-
other parent who’s going 
what you’re going through 
can have empathy.”

About 20 family mem-
bers — mostly mothers, a 
pair of brothers, a sister, 
an aunt — were invited to 
lunch by U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks (D-Jamaica) to dis-
cuss their losses, how they 
have dealt with them, and 
possible solutions to stop-
ping the violence that takes 
the lives of the youth in 

southeast Queens.
“Not a day goes by 

... that I don’t get a report 
from a commanding officer 
— still — saying somebody 
was shot,” Meeks said. “It 

just seems as though it’s 
increasing as opposed to 
decreasing.”

The congressman said 
he envisioned the lunch as 
a sort of brain-storming 

session ahead of a meeting 
he planned to hold with 
law enforcement officials, 
elected officials and clergy 
members to discuss vio-
lence.

A good number of the 
family members belonged 
to Life Support, the group 
Shenee Johnson created 
after her son, Kedrick Mor-
row, was gunned down two 
years ago, one month away 
from his high school gradu-
ation.

“I felt like, you know, 
sometimes people don’t 
want to continue to talk 
about it, like even certain 
family members,” she said. 
“They don’t want to deal 
with it, and so I felt so alone, 
you know, but reaching out 
to other people — we always 
say it’s a club that no one 
wants to be in — but just 
reaching out and being able 
to talk to someone that can 
identify [with] you, it’s re-
ally helping me get through 
it. But it’s not just me.”

Dionne Gordon 
gripped an NYPD wanted 
poster asking for infor-
mation in the 2010 killing 
of her brother, Maurice 
Johnson. She said on the 
day of his wake, her father 
collapsed from a massive 
heart attack and died. She 
said she carries the posters 
everywhere she goes.

“My story is a hard sto-
ry, just like everyone here, 
but I still have to keep my 
head up,” she said. “I still 
know there is a God, and I 
will always, as long as I’m 
alive. It’s not just about him. 
It is about all of us here, all 
of us, and I just needed you 
to know that. I just needed 
you to know that to feel my 
story.”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Queens families share memories of slain children
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BY STEVE MOSCO

Legislation to change 
the name of a Queens wild-
life center in honor of  a 
former U.S.  senator from 
New York passed the House 
of Representatives, but it is 
still a long way from being 
a wildly popular idea.

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner’s 
(R-Middle Village) bill, H.R. 
5958, to rename the Jamaica 
Bay Wildlife Refuge Visitor 
Center after Sen. James L. 
Buckley, passed  the House 
last week and now faces a 
Senate vote.

According to Turner, 
bestowing the visitor cen-
ter with the former sena-
tor’s name is a fitting trib-
ute as Buckley was a strong 
proponent of environmen-
tal causes in the state.

Turner said Buckley, 
a conservative Republican 
who is now 89, played a cen-
tral role in the creation of 
the Gateway National Rec-
reation Area, which houses 
the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge.

“Along with fellow 
New York Sen. Jacob Javits, 
Sen. Buckley had the vision 
to create a national wildlife 
refuge in an urban area ac-
cessible to the millions of 
people in New York City as 
well as the millions of other 
residents of the New York 
metropolitan area,” said 
Turner. “Now 40 years later, 
that vision has turned into 

the gold standard for urban 
park space with more than 
8 million annual visitors.”

But not everyone 
shares Turner’s enthu-
siasm for Buckley’s role 
in preserving the state’s 
natural wonders. Outdoor 
advocates who either work 
at the refuge or use its re-
sources are still question-
ing why Buckley is getting 
this honor. 

“No one is saying that 
Sen. Buckley is a bad guy 
or that he didn’t care about 
the environment,” said Dan 
Hendrick, communications 
director for the New York 
League of Conservation 
Voters. “But we just aren’t 
sure how his name comes 

up before other people who 
we think did a lot more for 
the refuge.”

Among the names 
mentioned is Herbert John-
son, appointed by Robert 
Moses as the first manager 
of the Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge in 1952. Hendrick 
said Johnson spearheaded 
efforts to improve the natu-
ral habitat at the park and 
made the area easily acces-
sible to the public.

“This was way back 
in the 1950s — well before 
Buckley was involved in 
1972,” said Hendrick, re-
ferring to Buckley’s co-
sponsoring of the Clean 
Water Act. “And it might be 
controversial to name any-

thing after Robert Moses, 
but he probably had more to 
do with the creation of the 
center than anyone.”

Turner contends that 
Buckley’s involvement with 
the Clean Water Act and 
the Grand Canyon National 
Park Enlargement Act both 
illustrate the senator’s 
commitment to conserva-
tion. He also said Buckley 
was an avid birdwatcher 
and that it would be fitting 
for the center, which boasts 
325 bird species, to bear his 
name.

“James L. Buckley 
served to protect his state, 
his country and the envi-
ronment,” Turner said. 

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
 With its state member 

item funds gone and city 
cash quickly fading away, 
the Greater Ridgewood Res-
toration Corp. is cutting 
staff hours and shrinking 
services, but the nonprofit 
remains hopeful that it can 
remain a viable resource to 
the community.

“We are literally run-
ning out of money,” said 
Angela Mirabile, execu-
tive director of GRRC. “We 
haven’t received state 
[member item] funding for 
over three years, and our 
city funding has been slow-
ly declining.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
has the power to veto any 
state discretionary funds 
he views as new money be-
ing spent on legislative ear-
marks. In April, the gov-
ernor vetoed 126 member 
items for lawmakers’ local 
projects because he viewed 
them as new spending.

Mirabile said the staff 
has lost hours and some 
have taken dramatic pay 
cuts in order to keep some 
of the group’s program’s 
afloat. The most hard hit 
from the disappearing dol-
lars is the graffiti program, 
according to Mirabile.

The graffiti program 
that at one time consisted 
of two crews going out five 
days a week has already 
been cut back to one crew 

three days a week. Mira-
bile said counseling hours 
at Community Board 5 and 
the Ridgewood Older Adults 
Center will continue, as 
will other services.

“We’re trying to save 
money wherever we pos-
sibly can in order to keep 
programs up and running,” 
she said. “We’re important 
to the community. There 
is no way the city or state 
could provide these servic-
es for the amount of money 
we do. We’re very efficient 
at what we do and at a low 
cost.”

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach), 
who said in April that 
Cuomo was far too reckless 
when he vetoed 126 mem-
ber items and labeled them 
as “pork,” said groups like 
this suffer greatly at the 
broad stroke of the gover-
nor’s veto pen.

“This is the problem 
when the governor vetoes 
discretionary money,” 
said Addabbo, adding se-
nior groups and veteran 
posts are being forced to 
shut down because they 
are not being funded. “If 
you’re going to take money 
away from the elected of-
ficial, that’s fine, but give 
us another avenue where 
credible groups can get the 
money they need.”

Addabbo said the state 
has roughly $80 million in 
old allocations waiting to 
be dispersed, but as of now 
the funds are off-limits.

U.S. Rep. Bob Turner (c.) wants to rename the wildlife refuge visitor center after a former senator.

Turner gets out Buckley vote 
Bill to rename wildlife center for former senator passes House

Ridgewood group 
sees state funds fade
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OPEN HOURS
MON~SATURDAY

10 ~ 7PM
SUNDAY 12 ~ 5PM

253-16 Northern Blvd Little Neck, NY 11363
WWW.BIFUSA.COM       718-225-3100

BY REBECCA HENELY

A spectacle of bright 
colors, feathers and danc-
ing returned to the bor-
ough as the Queens Farm 
Museum hosted the 34th 
annual Thunderbird Grand 
Mid-Summer Pow-Wow this 
weekend.

Members of American 
Indian tribes from as far 
away as Central America 
to as close as Long Island 
took part in the cultural 
festival that has become a 
Glen Oaks mainstay. From 
Friday night until Sunday 
afternoon, the event fea-
tured bonfires, traditional 
dancing and vendors who 
sold food, jewelry and other 
wares from many different 
tribes.

“It’s bringing all my 
native people together,” 
said 37-year-old Jason John-
son, a member of the Long 
Island-based Shinnecock 
tribe, who danced during 
the powwow.

Kitty Mullen, treasur-
er for Thunderbird, said the 
organization has been host-
ing powwows for almost 50 
years. The Queens Farm is 
an ideal location because 
residents can get there 
through public transpor-
tation, but it is far enough 
away from most of the noise 
of the city.

“It really gives you a 
full outdoor park feeling,” 
Mullen said.

Between the dancers 
and the vendors, about 40 
different tribes were repre-
sented at the powwow. She 
said the event raises money 
for scholarships for Ameri-
can Indian students across 
the country. The scholar-
ships have helped students 
become doctors and law-
yers but also enabled them 
go into trade schools.

“We really help people 
all across the board,” she 
said.

The event featured 
many powwows, dances 
done in a circle around 
smoking campfires. Partic-
ipants ranged from young 
children to adult men and 
women.

“I’ve been dancing 
like this since I was 6,” said 
Danny Reese, 38, a member 
of the Ojibwe/Chippewa 
tribe. “I’ve been around 
this my whole life.”

Reese said he is a vet-
eran of Desert Storm, and 
the outfit he wore during 
the dance not only reflected 
his status as a warrior but 
also members of his family.

Another veteran, 31-
year-old Patrick Little Wolf 
from the Tuscarora tribe, 
said his dancing was dedi-
cated both to the soldiers 
and his 11- and 7-year-old 
daughters, who he called 
“my princesses.”

“You never dance for 
yourself,” Little Wolf said, 
“You always dance for oth-
ers.”

Little Wolf’s wife, 
Emelie Jeffries, of the Oc-
caneechi tribe, also partici-
pated in the powwow as a 
women’s traditional dancer. 

She said that in the Eastern 
woodland tribes, the soci-
ety is matriarchal. When 
the first settlers came from 
Europe and spoke to the 
men of the tribe in councils 
but not the women, the men 
of the tribe would report 
back to the women what the 
European men said after-
ward.

“The women are high-
ly revered in native cul-
ture,” Jeffries said.

As a teacher of native 
culture, Jeffries said she 
finds some people still hold 
stereotypes about how Indi-
ans behave from negative 
portrayals on television. 
She said the powwows ex-
pose people to true native 
culture and keep the tradi-
tions of the tribes alive for 
the next generations.

“I think they show that 
we’re still a nation that still 
is a big part of society,” she 
said.

Jacob Buck, whose heritage is Cayuga and Mohawk, wears face 
paint ressembling the American flag.  Photo by Christina Santucci

Indian tribes bring rituals
to powwow at Queens Farm
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT 
FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

www.freesynagogue.org • 718-961-0030 • info@freesynagogue.org
Free on-site parking • Two blocks from Subway/7 train & the LIRR Main St. • Flushing Station

Weekly in June

Tuesdays: Mindfulness Meditation  at 7:30 PM
Fridays:            Shabbat Evening Service  at 8 PM
Saturdays:       Informal Worship & Torah Study  at 10:30 AM

Sunday, June 24 at 10 AM - 5 PM

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything 
else in between at the Outdoor Flea 
Market being held on Sunday, June 24, 
July 22, August 26, and September 23 
from 10:00am to 5:00pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, 
August, and September dates.  Please 
contact the synagogue for details.

Wednesday, June 20 at 6:00 pm
RUSH HOUR CONCERT

When work ends, experience a different 
kind of rush hour on Wednesday, June 
20 at 6:00pm by heading over to the 
synagogue to hear a free classical 
musical concert.

Wednesday, June 27 at 12:00 Noon
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI

F
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5

8
4

4
4

Sunday, July 22 at 10 am - 5 pm

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything
else in between at the
Outdoor Flea Market being held on Sunday,
July 22, August 26 and October 7 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, August and October dates.
Please contact the synagogue for details.

UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION CLASS:  HEBREW

Thursdays, August 9 through October 4 – 7:30 pm  

As part of his annual series of education at Free Synagogue, Cantor Steven 

Pearlson invites you to come and learn Hebrew. No knowledge whatsoever 

of Hebrew is required for the 

course.  Thursday evenings 

starting on August 9

through October 4

from 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm.

Registration required.  The cost is $5.00 per session for non-members 

or prepayment for all classes is $40.  For more information, please email 

cantor@freesynagogue.org or call (718) 961-0030.

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR

Sunday, August 19 – 10 am to 4:00 pm

We will be hosting a Community Health and 

Wellness Fair on August 19 from 10:00 am to 4:00 

pm. There will be a host of free services offered.  

More details to come.

ONGOING EVENTS IN JULY

 Tuesday - Rabbi Michael’s Meditation Class 7:30 pm

 Friday - Shabbat Service 8 pm

 Saturday - Torah Study  10:30 am

BY PHIL CORSO

Two weeks after a 
controversial vote in the 
only contested slate of the 
Bayside Village Business 
Improvement District’s an-
nual board election, Mitch 
Catanzano was named the 
victor over former Execu-
tive Director Gregg Sul-
livan as the board’s only 
resident representative.

Known to be a vocal 
critic of the BID, which will 
oversee a budget of $131,000, 
Sullivan argued he was un-
fairly steered away from 
receiving votes in the elec-
tion after initially con-
firming with Executive 
Director Lyle Sclair that he 
would be running as a com-
mercial tenant and not as a 
resident. The confusion led 
to an issue about the valid-
ity of proxy votes, putting 
the final election results on 
hold for nearly two weeks.

“I was told in no un-
certain terms that the law 
states that I would auto-
matically be bumped up to 
[a commercial tenant] and 
had to run in that catego-
ry,” Sullivan said. “Those 
being the rules I was given 
to follow, I campaigned as 
a commercial tenant nomi-

nee and secured 27 proxy 
votes of business owners 
who could not attend the 
meeting as well as popu-
lated the meeting with at 
least another 15 people who 
would be voting for me at 
the meeting itself.”

According to Sclair, 
the city determined the 
two proxy votes in question 
were valid and finalized 
a tally of four total votes, 
three of which were for Cat-
anzano.

But Sullivan also 
argued that the election 
results were misleading, 
contesting that only three 
votes were recorded, two 
of which were for him. He 
said the BID was not clear 
to its members on voting 
rules, which caused much 
of the confusion.

Of the 12 members 
voted in at the BID’s annual 
meeting July 16, Sclair said 
five members were new fac-
es on the executive board.

“We are moving for-
ward,” Sclair said.

Though he initially 
contested the election, ac-
cusing the BID of foul play 
in hindering his ability to 
achieve board member sta-
tus, Sullivan sent a state-
ment to Elizabeth De Leon, 

deputy commissioner of the 
city Department of Small 
Business Services, with-
drawing his candidacy and 
congratulating Catanzano 
on his newfound position 
on the board.

“In full disclosure, 
my situation with the BID 
has been devastating to me 
financially and I am at a 
place in our society where 
futures can go either way,” 
Sullivan said. “With the 
help and oversight of SBS, I 
am confident that a perfect 
outcome from all of this 
can be easily achieved and 
a very promising new busi-
ness can be born that will 
benefit each and every com-
munity that it gets a chance 
to grow into.”

As for the rest of 
the executive board, the 
BID announced Monday 
Dominick Bruccoleri of 
Papazzio restaurant was 
named chairman. Board 
members John DeFina and 
Pat Perulli were named 
vice chairmen. Sclair also 
said he would work with 
the board to establish com-
mittees open to all, includ-
ing a new committee aimed 
at developing relationships 
between all BID members.

Former Bayside Bayside Improvement District Executive Director Gregg Sullivan says he will shift his 
attention to his business, BaysideLiveTV. Photo courtesy Gregg Sullivan

Ex-director loses race
for Bayside Bid board
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AUGUST 29TH

THE FAMOUS ROSCOE DINER!

Queens douses Brooklyn in Astoria Park water fi ght
BY REBECCA HENELY

They came to battle 
and exchange good-natured 
hipster jokes.

To celebrate his birth-
day, Astorian Rob Forrester 
arranged a battle of the bor-
oughs in Astoria Park Sat-
urday. In a Facebook event 
post titled “Epic Water Bal-
loon & Water Gun Fight 
(Queens vs. Brooklyn),” 
Forrester invited Queen-
sites and Brooklynites to 
settle their rivalry in a 
friendly, H2O-filled compe-
tition.

“I wanted to bring the 
two boroughs together,” 
Forrester said.

Forrester, 29, has lived 
in Astoria for five years and 
works as a TV producer. He 
said he wanted to spend his 
birthday Saturday outside 
a bar, and the rivalry be-
tween Queens and Brook-
lyn, two boroughs that are 
right next to each other but 
whose residents often do 

not connect, provided the 
inspiration.

Participants brought 
air-pressurized water guns 
and many water balloons to 
Astoria Park near Ditmars 
Boulevard for the fight. For-
rester asked the players to 
wear blue and white cloth-
ing if they were represent-
ing Queens and blue and 
gold clothing if they were 
representing Brooklyn in 
keeping with the counties’ 
flags.

Queens had more rep-
resentation than Kings 
County at the match, with 
some Queensites defecting 
to help out their brothers 
and sisters across the Pu-
laski Bridge. About 30 peo-
ple ended up fighting for 
Queens, while the 12 fight-
ing for Brooklyn endured 
some hipster-flavored trash 
talk before the match.

“Hey, what’s it like 
not wearing tight pants for 
once?” asked a member of 
Team Queens.

The barb was later fol-
lowed up with, “You guys 
should start first so you 
can say you were doing it 
before it was cool.”

Team Brooklyn re-
sponded with chants of, 
“B.K.! B.K.! B.K.!”

“I enjoyed the pre-
game trash talk in-between 
the two sides,” said 29-year-
old Justin Rothblatt, who 
lives in Long Island now 

but is planning a move to 
Woodside. “Brooklynites 
are easy targets.”

Trong Nguyen, 40, of 
Brooklyn, said before the 
match he was not worried 
despite the stacked num-
bers.

“I’m a good runner,” 
he said. “Pretty good arm.”

At the sound of an 
air horn, the battle began. 
While it was over in about 

five minutes, Queensites 
and Brooklynites alike 
said they had fun throwing 
water balloons, squirting 
each other and, when the 
ammunition had almost 
run out, taking the water 
that remained in the large 
buckets that held the bal-
loons and dumping them 
over each other’s heads.

“I had a great time,” 
said Jeremy Rosen, a 

33-year-old Astoria resi-
dent. “It’s refreshing. It’s a 
great use of the field.”

Dan McNamara, a 
27-year-old Jersey City resi-
dent who fought for Brook-
lyn, said despite the imbal-
anced numbers the teams 
were evenly matched be-
cause Brooklyn strategized 
well.

“But they should be 
thankful for their allies, 
Jersey City,” McNamara 
said.

After the fight was 
over, the participants shook 
hands, picked up the burst 
balloons and went to the 
Bohemian Hall Beer Gar-
den in Astoria.

“It’s nice coming to-
gether,” said 28-year-old 
Astoria resident Leandra 
Aguirre. “I had fun. I’m 
nice and wet now.”

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

Organizer Rob Forrester (c.) throws balloons as many come in his direction. More photos on Page 
12. Photo by Christina Santucci
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GET LOAN

Trans-Am Credit Solutions
Have A Job?

Outstanding Bills?

GET LOAN
No Application Fee

❑ Personal Loans
❑ Business Loans

❑ Credit Cards Debt Loans
❑ Home Improvements Loans

❑ Auto
❑ Bad Credit Loans

Call Today: 1-800-689-3510

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

BY REBECCA HENELY

About 30 Briarwood 
residents rallied on Main 
Street between Queens 
Boulevard and Manton 
Street Saturday to demand 
a greater police presence 
and better sanitation for 
the stretch of the street, 
which they say is a popular 
site for car break-ins.

“This garbage and 
broken cars are damaging 
the image that we have of 
Briarwood,” said Andrea 
Veras, who has lived in the 
neighborhood for six years.

The section of Main 
Street the residents are 
concerned about runs par-
allel to an exit off the Van 
Wyck Expressway and has 
two bus stops. It is also a 
block away from the Briar-
wood Library.

But despite its location 
near prominent thorough-
fares, Veras said the area 
is not well lit and becomes 
dark after 8 p.m., making 
it a perfect spot for young 
vandals to wreak havoc.

Residents said some-
times garbage accumulates 
in the area and the stretch 
of road is not shovelled or 
de-iced during the winter.

Veras said she had 
been planning the rally 
for two weeks because the 

problems in the area are 
constant despite multiple 
complaints to Community 
Board 8, the NYPD and the 
city Sanitation Department. 
She said she would like the 
area to have more lighting 
and security cameras.

“I refuse to think that 
this isn’t going to be re-
solved,” Veras said.

Marie Adam-Ovide, 
district manager of CB 8, 
said the board is aware of 
the issues with break-ins 
but had not heard of any 
happening recently. She 
said she spoke to Veras 
before the rally and has 
worked with her before, 
but she was informed of the 
rally at the last minute.

“I’ll look into the pre-
cinct to find out what’s go-
ing on,” Adam-Ovide said.

The city Police and 
Sanitation departments did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.

Residents at the rally 
ranged from young chil-
dren to seniors. Some were 
members of either the Bri-
arwood Association or the 
Briarwood Association 
Network civics. Many held 
up signs reading “We need 
more police presence” and 
“Keep Briarwood safe and 
clean.”

Holly Egan, who has 

lived in Briarwood for five 
years, said sometimes 10 
cars in a row have been 
vandalized on the street. 
She said the city agencies 
have not been effective in 
curbing the problem.

“They said a couple 
of times in the past they 
would do things and noth-
ing’s ever happened,” Egan 
said. 

Eugene Leon, of the 
Briarwood Action Network, 
said car break-ins happen 
weekly and that these acts 
will increase the car insur-
ance premiums of residents 
in the neighborhood.

Francine D’Aguilar-
Holmes, who has lived in the 
neighborhood for 18 years, 
said when her 28-year-old 
daughter moved back, her 
car was broken into on the 
first night she arrived.

“I would like to see 
more police presence in the 
neighborhood,” D’Aguilar-
Holmes said, “maybe in the 
nighttime.”

Veras said she believed 
the protest  would have an 
effect.

“I think this commu-
nity is so strong,” she said. 
“We are united and we can 
make change happen.”

Briarwood residents and supporters, including Bianca Estrada (l.), rally on Main Street. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Briarwood wants police
to prevent car break-ins
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We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Party Room Seats 
Up to 75!

Join Us On

Call For Our 
Daily Specials

Join Us for 
Sunday Brunch!

$14.95

PPParty
U

Open 7 Days a Week  6 AM to 12 Midnight

BY JOE ANUTA

The Point 128 hotel and 
mixed-use complex in Col-
lege Point, formerly known 
as the Gelmart building, is 
nearly open for business, 
although some civic leaders 
are worried an impending 
glut of traffic could come 
along with it.

The complex sits on 
20th Avenue between 127th 
and 128th streets and boasts 
a wide range of amenities: a 
114-room hotel, full-service 
supermarket, 300-seat sea-
food and sushi buffet, in-
door swimming pool, gym, 
karaoke establishment and 
rooftop terrace — all of 
which the team at Point 128 
 believes will be a boon to 
the area once the staggered 
openings are complete in 
September.

“I think it’s going to do 
wonders for the neighbor-
hood,” said Peter Reyes, 
general manager of the Ho-
tel de Point.

Reyes and the lead ar-
chitect, Raymond Chan, 
envision the 147,000 square-
foot complex, a $7 million 
undertaking, as a one-stop 
shopping destination for 
resident and hotel guests.

Aside from the major 
attractions, the basement 
of the refurbished build-
ing, which used to house 
a rubber and bra factory, 
will have a laundromat, 
possibly a bank and sev-
eral small restaurants that 
can be used by workers in 
the area eager for a decent 
lunch.

The hotel is extremely 
high-tech and environmen-
tally friendly, according to 
Reyes, as well as visually 
sleek and modern.

The chic design is a 
common theme through-
out the building, including 
the rooftop terrace boast-
ing unadulterated skyline 
views of Manhattan to one 
side and the Bronx-Whit-
estone and Throgs Neck 

bridges to the other.
But according to An-

drew Rocco, of the College 
Point Taxpayers Civic As-
sociation, those choice 
views come at a price.

“We can’t handle a 
massive development like 
that,” Rocco said. “We are 
a small, residential com-

munity, and people moved 
here for that reason.”

Rocco contends traffic 
on the perpetually clogged 
20th Avenue — one of only 
four roads that cross the 
Whitestone Expressway 
and lead into the isolated 
neighborhood — is only 
going to get worse. Rocco 

questioned how 127th 
Street, which is where the 
complex’s parking lot is ac-
cessed, can accommodate 
ingress and egress when it 
is so narrow that city buses 
take up the majority of the 
street as they run their 
route.

But state Sen. Tony 
Avella (D-Bayside), who 
once opposed the develop-
ment and even sought to 
have the former factory 
landmarked, said Chan 
has been working with his 
office to try and minimize 
the impacts of the develop-
ment.

“He’s willing to ad-
dress the issues,” Avella 
said, citing the fact that 
Chan nixed the idea of an-
other upscale restaurant 
in the building and is go-
ing to widen 127th Street 
by several feet at his own 
expense, with the bless-
ing of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
and the city Department of 

Transportation.
Chan also contended 

that the uses at Point 128 
will be staggered — for ex-
ample the hotel and karaoke 
club will be used mainly at 
night while the restaurant, 
supermarket, swimming 
pool and gym will be used 
during the day — so that 
there will not be a rush of 
traffic at any one time.

William Woo, vice 
president of Kam Man 
Foods, is heading up the 
Chinese grocery store that 
will go on the first floor.

He is going through 
pains to ensure the sharp-
looking emporium will be 
more inviting to non-Chi-
nese speakers than other 
outlets in Flushing.

“We want the second 
generation, we want the 
first generation and we 
want people who are just in-
terested in Chinese food,” 
said Woo.

College Pt. shops opening amid civic concerns

Raymond Chan stands on the terrace topping the mixed-use 
building in College Point that is set to open in the fall. 

Photo by Joe Anuta
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Several dozen warriors battled during an event, entitled “Epic Water Balloon & Water Gun Fight (Queens vs. 
Brooklyn)” held to celebrate the 29th birthday of an Astoria man. (Clockwise from top l.) Justin Rothblat takes 
aim; organizer Rob Forrester (c.) celebrates the conclusion with a bucket on his head; ammo is stored in a buck-
et; Astoria resident Stephanie St. Hilaire (r.) avoids a splash; Brooklyn team members run onto the battlefield; 
Brooklyn residents Hayley Swinburne (l.) and Ariel Gonzalez retreat; and Peter Chan of Astoria is drenched. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

A Long Island City comedy club raised 
$1,000 Tuesday for Caleb Medley, an aspir-
ing comedian who was shot defending his 
pregnant wife in the devastating Century 
16 movie theater shooting in Aurora, Colo., 
earlier this month that left 12 dead and 58 
wounded.

The Laughing Devil, at 47-38 Vernon 
Blvd., charged customers $15 for a drink 
at the club Tuesday evening, said club 
owner Steve Hofstetter. The cover charges, 
combined with 50 percent of all additional 
drink sales, went to cover Medley’s medi-
cal bills, which could add up to more than 

$2 million.
Medley was protecting his wife, then 

nine months pregnant, when he was shot, 
Hofstetter said. The gunman was allegedly 
James Eagan Holmes, who is accused of 
throwing a canister of smoke and opening 
fire July 20 on the audience at a midnight 
screening of “The Dark Knight Rises.”

Hofstetter said Medley was known to 
The Laughing Devil’s general manager, 
who once lived in Denver. The club raised 
almost $1,000 and landlord Howard Adams 
made it an even $1,000.

LIC’s Laughing Devil raises $1K for Aurora victim
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AVOID NURSING HOME POVERTY!

How You Can Pay 
for Long Term Care 

Without Going Broke
New York City Nursing Home Costs Average  

$ 131,484 Per Year!

Thousands of seniors go broke every year  
due to medical expenses. There is a better way!

Attend this FREE WORKSHOP 
Before you need Long-Term Care, and learn about:

Qualifying for Medicaid—How you can protect your home and retirement nest egg from nursing 
home costs

State Medicaid Recovery— Avoid the loss of your family home upon your death

The 5-Year Look Back—How it works and why planning early is vital to protect your assets

Traditional Estate Plans— Why they won’t help with nursing home costs and the type of plan 
that will 

Preserving Your Medicaid Eligibility— The activities that you must avoid to not disqualify 
yourself from Medicaid Benefits

Immediate Need Vs. Future Planning— The differences and downsides and how you can    
protect more of your assets

Irrevocable Trusts— How they’re different from Basic Living Trusts, plus the pros and cons

Veterans’ Benefits— How a little know benefit for wartime veterans and their widows will help 
cover long-term care expenses, and how it may be easier to qualify for than Medicaid

Thousands of seniors go bankrupt every year as a result of failing to plan for long-term care 
expenses. Even though you’ve worked hard your entire life, purchased a family home and 
saved up enough for your retirement and to pass something on to your loved ones, you and 
your family may end up with nothing if you don’t put a plan in place. When you attend one of 
our free workshops, you’ll discover how you can qualify for Medicaid benefits, preserve your 
nest egg, and keep your family home. But space is limited, so call now to reserve your seat.

Attendees receive a FREE 1-Hour, private consultation to learn  
how to protect your assets against long-term care costs! (a $350 value!)

BAYSIDE
Saturday, August 4, 2012
10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

Adria Hotel and Conference Center
221-17 Northern Boulevard

HOWARD BEACH
Tuesday, August 7, 2012
10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

Vetro
164-49 Crossbay Boulevard

COLLEGE POINT
Tuesday, August 7, 2012 

6:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.
Cascarinos

14-60 College Pointe Boulevard

DOUGLASTON
August 8, 2012

10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. 
Giardino

44-37 Douglaston Parkway

BAYSIDE
Wednesday, August 8, 2012

2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.
Adria Hotel and Conference Center

221-17 Northern Boulevard 

Light Refreshment Served

Sponsored by:

SAVE 

YOUR FAMILY 

$10,000 PER 

MONTH!

In a Nursing Home? We Can Help!

Seating is Limited, Call Today!
718-793-7000

24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.DavidovLaw.com

108-18 Queens Boulevard, 7th Floor 
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Attorney Michael Davidov is a noted speaker 
on elder law, Medicaid qualification & estate 
planning. Mr Davidov’s law practice is devoted 
exclusively to elder law & estate planning issues, 
and he is a member of the National Academy 
of Elder Law Attorneys and the American 
Academy of Estate Planning Attorneys.

Attorney Advertising

FREE SEMINAR 
Reserve Your Seat
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King formerly was a 
traveling chef who would 
work at summer destina-
tions all along the East 
Coast, but moved back to 
Bayside and worked as a 
plumber in order to be able 
to take care of his 90-year-
old grandmother.

She did not take King’s 
incarceration lightly.

On the morning of 
Sept. 28, a 33-year-old Asian 
woman was walking along 
the north service road of 
the Cross Island Parkway 
near 148th Street.

According to eyewit-
ness Brian Teichman, a for-
mer U.S. Marine who did 
tours in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, a man approached 
and shoved the woman in 
the foliage and leapt in af-
ter her.

Teichman rushed over 

to the edge of the road and 
started shouting, which 
scared the perpetrator off. 

King said he was with 
his grandmother at Flush-
ing Hospital that morning. 
She had hurt her leg in a 
fall and he had stayed up all 
night to care for her.

Instead of reporting 
to his job as he normally 
would have and having a 
documented alibi, he called 
his boss to request the 
morning off, he said.

It was a decision that 
racked his grandmother 
with guilt, he said.

“She felt that if she 
hadn’t fallen down, then I 
would have been at work,” 
King said.

King’s lawyer, Scott 
DuFault, said the case was 
built on weak identifica-
tion to begin with.

Following the attack, a 
police sketch was plastered 
around the neighborhood, 
and eventually King was 
asked to come into the pre-

cinct.
The Marine who wit-

nessed the attack was asked 
to pick King out of a lineup, 
but struggled between two 
men before fingering King, 
according to DuFault.

“It was really a tenta-
tive identification,” Du-
Fault said.

Once a test was done 
and King’s DNA was found 
not to match DNA found on 
the woman’s sweater after 
the attacker grabbed her , 
King was released from Rik-
ers Island  and then his case 
was ultimately dropped.

But he wishes the DA 
had made a public admis-
sion  about the case.

“If you make a mis-
take, you man up about it,” 
he said. “My life will never 
be the same.”

The judge in the case 
and the Queens County 
Clerk’s office said they 
could not comment on the 
case.

Continued from Page 1

Rape case

Van Bramer repre-
sents Long Island City, Sun-
nyside, Woodside and parts 
of Maspeth and Astoria. He 
is one of four openly gay 
Council members and the 
second to be married after 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) wed 
Kim Catullo in May.

Hendrick works as the 
communications director 
for the New York League of 
Conservation Voters and is 
doing post-production on a 
documentary about Jamai-
ca Bay.

Hendrick proposed to 
Van Bramer at the end of 
last year at a restaurant 
in Puerto Rico, where they 
had gone for a political con-
ference. He had previously 
proposed to Van Bramer in 
Canada, but Van Bramer 
had insisted on waiting un-
til same-sex couples could 
marry in New York, saying 
he wanted to be married in 
the borough where he grew 

up.
Queens County Clerk 

Audrey Pheffer married the 
couple at Studio Square, at 
35-33 36th St. in the Dutch 
Kills section of Long Island 
City. Van Bramer wore a 
silver suit with a dark neck-
tie, while Hendrick wore a 
gray suit with an orange, 
blue and white bow tie.

The couple will not be 
taking a honeymoon.

Hendrick and Van 
Bramer met in 1999 at a Kew 
Gardens fund-raiser for the 
Queens Pride House, when 

Hendrick was an editor at 
a bond rating agency and 
Van Bramer worked for the 
Queens Library.

After their wedding, 
Hendrick and Van Bramer 
said they would continue to 
fight for marriage equality 
across the country.

“Our happiness at hav-
ing fulfilled our dream of 
getting married knows no 
bounds,” they said. “We are 
grateful to live in a state 
and city that recognize that 
we are equal and should not 
be discriminated against.”

Continued from Page 1

Weds

Researchers in the 
school’s Department of 
Civil and Environmental 
Engineering created a de-
tailed model of mobility 
patterns at the country’s 40 
largest airports, and found 
that due to its connectiv-
ity, traffic and geography, 
JFK would have the largest 
influence in spreading a 
disease during the first 15 
days of an outbreak.

“Our work is the first 

to look at the spatial spread-
ing of contagion processes 
at early times and to pro-
pose a predictor for which 
‘nodes’ — in this case, air-
ports — will lead to more 
aggressive spatial spread-
ing,” said Ruben Juanes, an 
associate professor.

Conventional models 
created by scientists who 
study complex networks ex-
amine which locations ulti-
mately develop the highest 
infection rates, but the MIT 
researchers’ model focused 
on how influential an air-
port would be in spreading 

a disease that originated in 
its home city.

Researchers used cell-
phone data to model    travel 
patterns among airports to 
determine the likelihood of 
any single traveler flying 
from one airport to another, 
and found that the largest 
airports are not necessar-
ily the most influential.

JFK ranked first fol-
lowed by Los Angeles In-
ternational, but both have 
fewer flights each year 
than the nation’s busiest 
airport, Harsfield-Jackson 
International in Atlanta, 

Continued from Page 1

JFK

Eastern Consolidated’s 
executive managing direc-
tor. “The seller is seeking 
to attract a potential buyer 
to underwrite the comple-
tion of the project, which 
consists of four attached 
housing clusters and 60 
residences.”

City Department of 
Finance records indicate 
Beach Front Estates LLC 
as the seller of the prop-
erty. According to records 
from the city Department 
of Buildings, there is cur-
rently a stop-work order 
on this property pending 
the submission of tidal wet-
lands maps and a permit to 
build from the city Depart-
ment of Environmental 

Conservation, which any 
applicant must provide to 
the DOB.

The DOB began re-
quiring such documents to 
build on coastal areas in 
July 2009. 

The peninsula’s  nearly 
$6 million property should 
come as no surprise to real 
estate watchers, as a May 
report by real estate search 
engine and research site 
propertyshark.com recent-
ly named a nearby site as 
the priciest stretch of land 
in Queens.

According to the re-
port, the most expensive 
block in the borough was 
located in Belle Harbor-
Neponsit in the Rockaways, 
where the median sale 
price on the beach front 
block, between 145th and 
Beach 146th streets, was 

$2.5 million.
Marketing analyst 

Laura Gatea, from proper-
tyshark.com, said expen-
sive real estate in Queens 
is usually located in the 
northern part of the bor-
ough, but the beach front 
attraction of the Rockaways 
drives the price up.

“The immediate area 
surrounding the most ex-
pensive parts of the Rock-
aways is largely beautiful 
beach front,” she said. “It is 
also a very well taken care 
of area.”

Lipa Lieberman, se-
nior director of Eastern 
Consolidated, said the 
property’s close proximity 
to the water is the biggest 
draw for a buyer looking to 
build numerous waterfront 
houses.

Continued from Page 1
Lot

remaining properties be-
cause, according to Pinsky, 
the addition of Willets West 
may have changed the proj-
ect enough that the origi-
nal proceedings would not 
longer apply to it.

Julie Wood, spokes-
woman for the mayor, said 
the city’s decision to drop 
the bid “ensures that our 
plan will comply with the 
site’s myriad technical and 
legal requirements.”

The city hopes to ne-
gotiate for the remaining 
parcels of land, but Pinsky 
said that a new condemna-
tion campaign is not off the 

table. 
Pinsky also touched 

on the EDC’s recent admis-
sion that it lobbied illegally 
as defined in a report from 
the state attorney general, 
saying the law was never 
clear and that the EDC ful-
ly cooperated with the civil 
investigation.

Many nonprofits, in-
cluding the National Rifle 
Association and unions, le-
gally lobby to try and influ-
ence legislation, according 
to EDC. The lobbying was 
not the problem, but rather 
how the EDC was catego-
rized by the state as a non-
profit, which triggered the 
law, according to Pinsky.

EDC now will be reor-
ganized into two entities, 

one of which will be able to 
lobby city officials legally, 
according to Pinsky.

The city did find some 
savings in the project, how-
ever. After off-site infra-
structure  improvements, 
including a sewer that will 
plug into the city’s network, 
came in at about half the 
estimated cost, EDC will be 
throwing some of its $400 
million capital budget for 
the project into paying for 
ramps off the Van Wyck 
Expressway and contrib-
uting to the cleanup of the 
contamination at the site, 
which is primarily being 
financed by Sterling and 
Related.

Continued from Page 3

EDC

which came in eighth.
Honolulu Interna-

tional Airport, on the other 
hand, has only about 30 per-
cent as much air traffic as 
JFK, but due to its location 
and many connections to 
distant, large and well-con-
nected hubs, it ranks third 
in terms of its contagion-
spreading influence.

Rounding out the 

rankings were airports in 
San Fransisco, followed by 
Newark, Chicago’s O’Hare 
and Washington’s Dulles. 
Boston’s Logan Interna-
tional Airport ranked 15th.

The study could lead 
to New York City getting its 
fare share of vaccines for 
diseases akin to SARS or 
H1N1.

“The findings could 

form the basis for an ini-
tial evaluation of vaccine 
allocation strategies in 
the event of an outbreak 
and could inform national 
security agencies of the 
most vulnerable pathways 
for biological attacks in a 
densely connected world,” 
Juanes said.

Queens County Clerk Audrey Pheffer (l.) presides over the mar-
riage of City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer (c.) and his partner of 
13 years, Dan Hendrick. Photo courtesy Jesse Winter
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only $19.95
• Appetizer: Goulash Soup or Salad • Entrees: (Choose from either Pork or Chicken Cutlet) 

Wienerschnitzel, Wienerschnitzel Ala Holstein, Jagerschnitzel, Zigeunerschnitzel, Schnitzel in 
Kapernsauce, Schnitzel au Poivre (Entrees Served with Choice of Potato or Vegetable) 

• Dessert: Homemade Rice Pudding Individually Baked with Meringue Topping, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.

N
E

W
!

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate










