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BY KAREN FRANTZ

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
assured the Sikh community 
in Queens Monday that the city 
would protect them after a deadly 
shooting at a Sikh temple in Oak 
Creek, Wis., killed six worship-
ers.

“No matter who you are, no 
matter where you’re from, no 

matter what religion you profess, 
you have a right to be safe in your 
homes, in your places of worship 
and on the streets of New York 
City,” Bloomberg said at the Sikh 
Cultural Society in Richmond 
Hill, where he and Police Com-
missioner Ray Kelly met with 
leaders of the Sikh community. 
“We have no intolerance for law-
less violence.”

Several other elected officials 
also spoke out or issued state-
ments condemning the shooting 
and offering condolences to the 
Sikh community.

Sikhs in Queens reacted with 
shock and mourning in the wake 
of Sunday’s mass shooting, which 
killed the uncle of a leader of the 
Sikh Cultural Society, the largest 
Sikh temple in New York.

“Nobody has the right to take 
away somebody’s life,” said Har-
preet Singh Toor, a spokesman at 
the society, at 94-08 118th St.

“We condemn any kind of vi-
olence against our fellow human 
beings,” he said, also speaking 
out against the shooting massa-
cre at a movie theater in Aurora, 
Colo., just two weeks ago.

Continued on Page 16

Queens Sikhs decry Wis. killings
NYPD tightens security at temples after Rich Hill leader’s uncle dies in rampage

Mayor Michael Bloomberg (l.) and Police Commissioner Ray Kelly (r.) meet with Sikh community members at the Sikh Cultural Society, including Mohan Singh Khatra, 
whose uncle was killed in the Wisconsin shooting. AP Photo/Seth Wenig

South Jamaica’s 
JHS 8 added to 
‘dangerous’ list

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The state Education Depart-

ment in June retroactively placed 
South Jamaica’s Richard S. Gross-
ley JHS 8 on its list of persistently 
dangerous schools for the 2011-12 
school year.

Should the school remain on 
the list next year, parents will be 
able to transfer their children to 
other schools as the city attempts 
to bring down the rate of violent 
incidents

The federal No Child Left Be-
hind Act requires states to com-
pile lists of dangerous schools 
each year, leaving it up to each 
state to define the criteria.

In New York, schools are 
placed on the list if they docu-
ment approximately six violent 
incidents for every 100 students 
over a period of two years. Seri-
ous incidents can include rob-
bery; assault; possessing, using 
or threatening to use a weapon; 
reckless endangerment; arson; 
kidnapping; sexual offenses; and 
homicide.

In August 2011, the state 
identified 14 persistently danger-
ous schools across the state for 
the 2011-12 school year, none of 
them in Queens.

The NYSED said there were 
errors between  the city and state 
that took some time to verify 
and correct, and in June it ret-

Continued on Page 15
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JAMS draws thousands 
to summer arts festival
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BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Critics of the city De-

partment of Education’s 
plan to phase out Jamaica 
High School say a recent 
state report confirms their 
worst fears that the city has 
abandoned the students at 
the embattled institution.

“This basically con-
firms what I and state edu-
cation people have been 
saying about the school for 
a long time,” said state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who has previously criti-
cized the DOE for failing to 
support the students at Ja-
maica High as it phases the 
school out.

“This is how you kill a 
school. You say it’s a failing 
school and you take away 
its resources and it fails,” 
he said.

Citing more than a 
decade of low graduation 
rates, the DOE voted in ear-
ly 2011 to close the school, 
phasing out one grade each 
year until 2014.

At the same time, the 
DOE voted to begin phasing 
in the Jamaica Gateway to 
the Sciences High School, 
which would share the 
building, at 167-01 Gothic 
Drive, with the existing 
Hillside Arts & Letters 
Academy, the High School 
for Community Leader-
ship and Queens Collegiate 
School.

Advocates have said 
that while students at the 
other schools benefit from 
the best resources and sup-
port, the remaining stu-
dents at Jamaica High have 

been left with less-than-ad-
equate resources.

The state Education 
Department recently re-
leased a report on Jamaica 
High based on a February 
2012 site visit. The report 
found students at the school 
were not being offered 
honors or advanced place-
ment classes or calculus, 
chemistry, physics or SAT 
preparation courses. It also 
cited concerns there was no 
certified special education 
teacher.

Included in the report 
was a response from the 
DOE dated May 21 address-
ing the issues. According 
to the department, Jamaica 
HS had instituted an op-
tional period for English, 
math and social studies 
honor classes and planned 
to partner with Gateway 
high school next year to of-
fer AP and honors classes.

The two schools were 
also in discussions to col-
laborate on SAT prepara-
tion, which Jamaica High 

began offering March 24, 
according to the DOE.

The DOE said Jamaica 
High created room in its 
budget for a special educa-
tion teacher, but the admin-
istration could not find one 
it found suitable.

James Eterno, a social 
studies teacher at Jamaica 
High and its United Fed-
eration of Teachers chap-
ter leader, said the DOE’s 
responses were merely 
measures to placate critics 
and fell short of meaning-
ful support for the approxi-
mately 700 students there 
last year.

“We’re basically oper-
ating a skeleton crew with 
skeletal programs,” he 
said. “That’s not what they 
promised these kids.”

Eterno said that as 
the phase-out process con-
tinues, Jamaica High loses 
more space and resources 
each year.

“They’re trying to save 
dollars in a way that makes 
no sense at all,” he said, 
adding that a recent court 
ruling blocking Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s plan to 
close 24 struggling schools 
across the city gave him 
hope for the students at Ja-
maica High until the school 
is shuttered for good.

“Hopefully, this guy 
sees you’re not doing any 
favor to these kids by starv-
ing the schools,” he said.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The head of the Queens 

GOP said Tuesday he had 
not spoken to Democratic 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
about a possible run for 
mayor as a Republican, but 
he did give his prospects a 
slim chance.

“Whenever we run 
candidates for Assembly, 
Senate, Congress ... we al-
ways ask the question, ‘Is 
there anything in your past 
that might embarrass you 
and the Republican Par-
ty?’” said Queens Republi-
can Party Chairman Phil 
Ragusa. “I don’t think he 
can pass that test.”

Smith did not return a 
request  for comment.

Ragusa was referring 
to several controversial 
undertakings Smith has 
been implicated in over the 
years. Smith recently de-
nied having been involved 
in any wrongdoing in, but 
admitted he had done a 
poor job in setting the re-
cord straight.

the political website 
City & State last week pub-
lished an in-depth article 
in which Smith addressed 
allegations he had used 
political favoritism in the 
Aqueduct Entertainment 
Group’s bid to build the 
Aqueduct Racino and mini-
mized his involvement in 
two nonprofits that had 
been the subjects of official 
investigations.

Smith has not been 
charged in any of the inves-
tigations and no criminal 
wrongdoing on his part has 
been found, but he told City 

& State that he had failed to 
repudiate negative stories 
in the press.

“That’s a fault I clearly 
have learned not to do in 
the future,” he told City & 
State. “Absolutely not to 
do. Somebody writes some-
thing, you gotta call ’em 
right back up or put a state-
ment out or something. 
Can’t just let it sit.”

Several articles have 
appeared lately alluding to 
Smith’s interest in a may-
oral run on the GOP line, 
but Ragusa said he and 
the other four county GOP 
heads had not heard from 
the senator until after those 
articles were published.

The Democratic Party 
field for mayor is crowded 
with City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan), former City Comp-
troller Bill Thompson, 
Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Scott Stringer and 

Jamaica High School teachers say they have been forced to share 
their classrooms in few spaces inside the building, as shown in 
this photo from September 2011. The state Education Department 
recently released a report identifying programs lacking at the 
phase-out school. Photo courtesy James Eterno

Jamaica HS lacking: State
Education Dept. identifi es programs unavailable to remaining students

Malcolm Smith eyes 
GOP run for mayor

State Sen. Malcolm Smith, a 
Democrat, is considering a run 
for mayor as a Republican. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 15
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THE SCHEUER HOUSE located at 138-52 Elder Ave., Flushing, 
Queens, has affordable 1-bedroom apartments for $941.
Amenities included in rent are:
✔ On-site community worker
✔ Help with entitlements/ applications/advocacy
✔ Case management
✔ Health presentations/screenings
✔  Group activities: book clubs, chorus, arts  

& crafts, meet & greets, coffee hours
✔ Opportunities to volunteer
✔  On-site laundry facility 

Conveniences: 
✔  Shopping, houses of worship, libraries 
 & public transportation
✔  The Benjamin Rosenthal-Prince Street Senior Center 
 where members enjoy a full-array of activities & benefits
 including computer classes, wellness programs, Skype,  
 virtual senior center, exercise & ESL (English as a Second 
 Language) classes, & more
✔ Telehealth Kiosks
✔  Religious/holiday services and pastoral counseling 
 on campus
✔  Housekeeping, community nurse, & Quietcare 
 monitoring offered for a fee.

QUALIFICATIONS
Head of Household must be 62 yrs. of age or older

Minimum Income* Maximum Income

Single $23,000* $34,860
2-people $23,000* $39,840

*including family contribution

For more information call Sara at 

(718) 886-1412

Home is where relationships are 
built and friendships are formed.

If you’re looking for affordable 
senior housing with lots of 

extras look no further!

The Source for Independent LivingMEDICAL CAREER 
TRAINING CENTER

UNIVERSAL 

C.N.A. Stateboard Testing Onsite

Employment Opportunities In Nursing
Homes Hospitals & Medical Offices

COME JOIN US TODAY FOR 
CAREER TRAINING IN:

Nurse Assistant/Aide (CNA)
Patient Care Technician

   (Ekg+Phlebotomy)
Medical Laboratory Technician
Medical Assistant
Physical Therapy Aide

LICENSED BY NEW YORK STATE EDUCATION DEPT. ESTABLISHED SINCE 1993 

DAY, EVENING & WEEKEND CLASSES, EZ PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE

718-739-6768
718-739-3258
718-739-9145

Liu’s interns lend a hand at Sean Bell community center
Summer associates drop off sports equipment, help children write to their elected offi cials

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Summer interns from 
City Comptroller John 
Liu’s office brightened 
smiles on a rainy day last 
week when they stopped by 
South Jamaica to donate 
some much-appreciated 
sports equipment to the 
Sean Elijah Bell Commu-
nity Center.

Liu intended to visit 
the center himself, but 
heavy rains Aug. 1 made 
for heavy traffic, and the 
comptroller had to turn 
around en route. Liu spoke 
with TimesLedger News-
papers on the phone and 
praised the work the Bell 
family has done since the 
community center opened 
last year.

“It’s been a labor of 
love,” he said. “It’s really 
caught hold in the commu-
nity at a time when basic 
services are badly needed.”

Enrollment at the cen-
ter has more than doubled, 
from 40 to 88 youngsters, 
since it opened in May 
2011 .

Liu said he wanted 
the interns to realize that 
public service meant more 
than   making sure the city’s 
departments were fiscally 
honest.

“This year we had 
about 900 applications for 
36 positions. These associ-
ates are really the cream of 
the crop in the fields of ac-
counting, legal and invest-
ment analysis,” he said. “I 
always try to emphasize 
that public service also 
means getting out into the 
community and helping 
people in the community.”

The community center 
was established in memory 
of Sean Bell, who was shot 
and killed by plainclothes 
police officers in a hail of 50 
bullets just hours before his 

wedding in November 2006. 
The center occupies a small 
space, at 107-52 Sutphin 
Blvd. There is enough room 
inside for arts-and-crafts 
activities, but when the 
rambunctious youth need 
some space to run around, 
they head outdoors to 108th 

Avenue, a section of which 
the NYPD blocks off for the 
center’s use.

On rainy days, howev-
er, the youngsters use the 
gym at nearby PS 48, which 
is where they were last 
week when the associates 
dropped off soccer nets, 

tee-ball stands, hula hoops, 
footballs, basketballs and 
baseballs.

Tyree Blount, 16, is one 
of the staffers at the center 
employed through the city’s 
Summer Youth Employ-
ment program. Blount lives 
not far from the center and 
said he does see the center’s 
work as community-build-
ing.

“We see ourselves as 
family,” he said.

The associates said 
they even spent the morn-
ing helping the children 
write their elected officials 
to get more funding for the 
center.

“They were writing 
letters about the Sean Bell 
Center and their view on 
violence,” said public af-
fairs associate Tyler Yim, 
20, from Long Island. “I 
was really surprised. One 
kid was asking me how to 
spell words like ‘commemo-

rate’ and ‘circumstances.’ I 
think he was in the third-
grade.”

Patricia Hogan-Cur-
rie, the center’s office man-
ager, could not contain her 
laughter when she was 
asked what the children 
wrote about.

She said one young 
girl was “hysterical” when 
she went in the rest room 
and found kitchen utensils 
in the sink.

“She started scream-
ing, ‘These aren’t supposed 
to be in here!’ But they were 
in the bathroom because 
we don’t have a kitchen,” 
Hogan-Currie said. “So she 
wrote to the mayor, ‘Money. 
We need more money for a 
bigger center.’”

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Youngsters from the Sean Elijah Bell Community Center 
spend part of their rainy day in the auditorium at PS 48. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo
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4 Flake endorses Sanders in state Senate bid
As he reaches the end of his fi nal term, councilman hopes to oust Shirley Huntley from Albany

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
City Councilman 

James Sanders Jr. (D-
Laurelton) announced last 
week he had picked up the 
endorsement of the influen-
tial spiritual and political 
leader the Rev. Floyd Flake 
in his bid to replace state 
Sen. Shirley Huntley (D-
Jamaica) in Albany.

Aside from being the 
pastor of the 23,000-strong 
Greater Allen AME Cathe-
dral in St. Albans, Flake 
represented southeast 
Queens in Con-
gress from 1987-97, 
and his backing is 
highly prized.

“I am proud to 
offer my support 
and endorsement to Coun-
cilman Sanders in his race 
for state Senate,” Flake said. 
“I’m proud to stand with a 
builder in our community, 
who has been on the front 
lines of some of the most 
urgent and pressing battles 

facing the people of our 
district. From economic 
development to crime, from 
education to protecting our 
seniors, from fighting for 
better streets to expanding 
and cleaning up our parks, 
Councilman Sanders has 
been a leader with a clear 
vision for his constituents 
and a demonstrated track 
record of success. I look 
forward to his bringing his 
energy, enthusiasm and ex-
perience to Albany.”

Sanders, who was 
elected to the Council in 

2001, is in his third 
term and will be 
term-limited out 
of his seat next 
year. Huntley was 
elected in 2007 to 

the Senate, where there are 
no term limits.

Before he was elected 
to the Council, Sanders ran 
Flake’s district office in the 
Rockaways, the area that 
could prove to be the key 
battle ground in the race 

for the Senate seat.
Sanders’ Council dis-

trict includes Far Rock-
away, which was drawn 
into Huntley’s 10th Senate 
District earlier this year.

In accepting the en-

dorsement, Sanders called 
Flake a role model.

“Rev. Flake has been a 
trusted adviser and a friend 
throughout my personal 
and public life,” Sanders 
said. “His leadership and 

example have served as 
both inspiration and a mod-
el upon which I’ve tried to 
base my time as a Council 
member. Throughout his 
life, he has been a con-
summate public servant 

— tireless in defense of his 
constituents and dogged in 
his determination to do the 
right thing. His wisdom and 
guidance have touched the 
lives of thousands of New 
Yorkers from throughout 
Queens and beyond and has 
shaped the very foundation 
of our community.”

The Democratic Party 
primary is scheduled for 
Sept. 13.

Huntley may be al-
ready starting at a disad-
vantage in her re-election 
bid. Last year, her niece 
and one of her top legisla-
tive aides were indicted 
on charges they pocketed 
$30,000 Huntley allocated 
to a nonprofit the two were 
in charge of.

Huntley did not return 
a request for comment, 
though she has previously 
pointed out that she was 
not charged in the investi-
gation.

The Rev. Floyd Flake (r.) has endorsed City Councilman James Sanders Jr. in his campaign to unseat 
incumbent state Sen. Shirley Huntley.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Millions of gamblers 

walked into Resorts World 
Casino to try their luck last 
month, but one high roller 
will likely end up behind 
bars.

The South Ozone Park 
casino announced the facil-
ity drew more than 1 mil-
lion people in July alone, 
generating $59.8 million in 
revenue for the month. But 
ahead of those numbers, 
a man accused of a daring 
daylight robbery at the ca-
sino in June was nabbed 
in Pennsylvania last week, 
according to a report from 
the Queens district attor-
ney’s office.

District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown said Aug. 1 that 

Kevin Lides, 23, was busted 
for the alleged crime af-
ter fingerprints on a note 
handed to a teller at the ca-
sino matched that of Lides. 
The suspect was taken into 
custody July 31  in Monroe 
County, Pa., for extradition 
to New York.

“The defendant is ac-
cused of brazenly walking 
into a crowded casino on 
a Friday afternoon and 
demanding money,” said 
Brown. “The odds of get-
ting away with such an al-
leged crime were stacked 
against him, and his long-
overdue arrest proves the 
old adage you can run, but 
you cannot hide.”

Brown said the sus-
pect, from Briarwood, is 
charged with first-degree 

robbery and second-degree 
grand larceny. If convicted, 
he faces up to 25 years in 
prison, according to the 
district attorney’s office.

According to a police 
report, Lides allegedly ap-
proached the second-floor 
cashier’s cage at Resorts 
World on the afternoon of 
June 29 and handed a fe-
male teller a note demand-
ing money and stating she 
would be killed if she did 
not comply. Lides alleg-
edly told the teller he had a 
gun and reached under his 
shirt, cops said.

Lides allegedly walked 
away with $63,000, accord-
ing to cops.

Brown said the Pocono 
Mountain Regional Police 

Daylight racino robbery suspect 
apprehended in Pennsylvania

Parks alliance wants to put 
brakes on JFK runway plan

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The public comment 
period on a proposal to ex-
tend a runway at John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port closer to Idlewild Park 
closed two months ago, and 
one open-space group is 
calling on the Port Author-
ity of New York & New Jer-
sey to halt its plans until its 
voice is heard.

In order to conform 
with a congressional man-
date, the Port Authority is 
planning to provide larger 
safety areas on each end of 
the 4L-22R runway, which 
runs in a southwest-north-
east direction from Jamai-
ca Bay inland.

The southern end of 
runway 4L abuts the feder-

ally protected lands of the 
Gateway National Recre-
ation Area, so in order to 
provide it with the required 
1,000-foot safety area, the 
plan calls for extending 

the opposite end of the 22R 
runway 728 feet toward 
Brookville and Springfield 
Gardens on the other side 
of Idlewild Park.

Eastern Queens Alliance Chairwoman Barbara Brown, shown in 
this file photo, is calling on the Port Authority to reopen the public 
comment period on its plan to alter one of the runways at John F. 
Kennedy International Airport.

Continued on Page 41Continued on Page 41



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
UG. 9-15, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

JT

5Culture delights at JAMS
Annual festival showcases diversity with music, food and business

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Thousands of revelers 

braved the heat and soaked 
up the fun as the cultural di-
versity of southeast Queens 
spilled out onto the streets 
at the 16th annual Jamaica 
Arts and Music Summer 
Festival Saturday.

The open-air street 
festival stretched along 
Jamaica Avenue between 
Parsons Boulevard and 
169th Street and featured 
music, dance and a vast 
array of merchants selling 
everything from jewelry to 
deeply discounted CDs.

Thick plumes of smoke 
rose from the festival as 
well, but this was no fire 
emergency — rather an en-
ticing melange of diverse 
temptations like skewered-
meat, jerk chicken and 
chiccarones. Cups of wa-
termelon slices and freshly 
squeezed lemonade were 
also on hand to take the 
edge off.

“I feel every year it 
stretches another block or 
so,” said David Fallweg, 
who has been bringing 
family members to the fes-
tival for the past decade. 

“It’s a great place to spend a 
Saturday. Shopping, eating 
and dancing. It’s a lot of fun 
every year.”

This year close to 400 
vendors set up shop in the 
August heat, each one offer-
ing their own unique col-
lection of wares. Children 
stared in awe at the toy ven-
dors, while wives nudged 
husbands at the jewelry 
tents.

“My wife is in the zone 
right now,” laughed Fall-
weg, whose wife Christine 
was busy digging through 
baskets of rings and brace-
lets. “I just want some of 
that lemonade over there.”

The festival kicked off 
Friday night with JAMS 
Under the Stars, at Rufus 
King Park at Jamaica Av-
enue and 153rd Street. It 
featured musicians such as 

Robbie Nova, an R&B artist 
from Queens, and spoken-
word performer Casel Lee, 
also known as The Verbal 
Artisan.

There was also a “Soul 
Train” tribute Friday night 
as well as a tribute to popu-
lar musicians who recently 
died, including Whitney 
Houston, Heavy D and Gil 
Scott-Heron.

Dancers on stilts entertain the crowd during the Jamaica JAMS festival. More photos on Page 48. 
Photo by Nat Valentine

Dragon Boat racers beat summer heat
BY STEVE MOSCO

 
 Amid the blazing heat 

of summer in the city, the 
22nd annual Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat Festival 
launched Saturday and 
Sunday on Meadow Lake in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, with more than 180 
teams vying for cash, priz-
es and the honor of claim-
ing this year’s U.S. Dragon 
Boat Open Championship.

The races kept up the 
age-old tradition of racing 
in colorful, custom-made 
teak boats, which glide 
across the water led by the 
snarling head of a dragon. 
The boats, piloted by up to 
20 crewman with 18 pad-
dlers, a drummer and a 

steers person, weigh 1 ton 
each — making pulling the 
boats across Meadow Lake 
quite the labor-intensive 
task.

“These boats are so 
incredibly heavy — noth-
ing like the fiberglass boats 
most racers are used to,” 
said Bill Wong, coach of 

the NY Wall Street Drag-
ons. “Paddlers have to be 
on top of the game in terms 
of teamwork and they abso-
lutely must have the heart 
of a competitor.”

Wong said even the 
most technically proficient 
paddlers tend to have diffi-
culty getting used to a race 

such as this.
“A lot of the younger 

paddlers think they can 
just jump into a boat and 
start rowing like a ma-
chine,” he said. “It’s not 
that simple. It’s a tough 
race and the competition is 
real and ready.”

Competition away 
from the water was evident, 
but not as fierce. Tens of 
thousands gathered at the 
foot of the Verizon Stage, 
competing for prime spots 
on the grass as they feasted 
on the multicultural cui-
sine offered by dozens of 
vendors. If one craved a 
pork bun with a side of pa-
ella and buttery ear of corn, 
this was the place to make 

Dragon boats fill Meadow Lake for the annual two-day festival. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Dorothy Lewandowski (third from l.-r); Deputy Inspector Ronald 
Leyson, of the 110th Precinct; and City Councilman James Gennaro 
join Adrian Benepe in cutting the ribbon on a new environmentally 
friendly pathway. Photo by Joe Anuta

Flushing park path 
fi ghts heavy fl ooding

BY JOE ANUTA

At first glance, the 
newly opened bike and 
walking path in the bor-
ough’s largest park might 
seem like just another pe-
destrian thoroughfare, but 
the underlying science be-
hind its construction will 
alleviate chronic flooding 
along the eastern edge of 
Meadow Lake.

Honchos from the city 
Parks Department cut the 
ribbon Friday on a strip of 
jet black asphalt that runs 
for about 900 feet along the 
shore in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.

“Sustainable designs 
like this one are really im-
portant with what we are 
doing going forward,” said 
Parks Commissioner Adri-
an Benepe.

The pathway hugs the 
shoreline of the lake but 
also runs parallel to a near-
by parking lot.

During heavy rain-
falls, water would fall onto 
parking areas and run off 
into the grassy swath be-
tween it and the lake, form-
ing large pools and flooding 
the previous pathway.

The new design directs 
flood water to low lying ar-
eas on the side of a raised 
path.

Several clusters of 
grasses and hearty shrubs 
were planted along the path 
where the water will flow. 
The greenery will act as 
a natural filter, catching 

toxins and particles in the 
water as it trickles through 
the ground into the lake.

But if the flow be-
comes too great for Mother 
Nature to handle, Parks 
also installed a new catch 
basin in the middle of each 
garden that can funnel 
rainwater directly into the 
lake, whereas before it had 
no outlet and would stand 
stagnant, according to 
Jean Silva, president of the 
Flushing Meadows-Corona 
Park Conservancy.

“It was flooded con-
stantly,” she said. “It took 
days to get the water off.”

The problem is not un-
common in the park and 
surrounding areas, accord-
ing to Benepe, who said 
large portions of Queens 
were built in low-lying 
flood plains.

During heavy rain, 
much of the water flows into 
the city’s antiquated sewer 
system, which often fills to 
capacity. But rain gardens 
like the one installed along 
the path can also help miti-
gate flooding by absorbing 
the run-off instead, accord-
ing to Benepe.

“We have to figure out 
ways to deal with the storm 
water and to be a more sus-
tainable society in gener-
al,” he said.

The pathway was 
funded in large part by City 
Councilman James Genna-
ro (D-Fresh Meadows), who 
allocated $1 million toward 

Continued on Page 41

Continued on Page 41

Continued on Page 41
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

U.S. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) has asked 
federal officials to tighten 
rules on the sale of laser 
pointers that people on the 
ground have been point-
ing into aircraft cockpits 
aloft, imperiling all those 
aboard.

Two weeks ago a laser 
was pointed into the cockpit 
of a JetBlue airliner travel-
ing from Syracuse and pre-
paring to land at John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port over Islip, L.I., causing 
minor eye damage to the 
pilot.,” Schumer said.

“Shining a laser at an 
aircraft is dangerous and 
could lead to a horrible trag-
edy,” said Schumer. “While 
these incidents seem to be 
rising, regulations deal-
ing with power and sale 
of these products have not 
kept up,” Schumer said.

“A week and a half 
ago, in a separate incident, 

a laser was pointed at a Suf-
folk County police helicop-
ter flying near Brentwood, 
L.I.,” Schumer said. “Ac-
cording to Federal Aviation 
Administration statistics, 
1,749 laser incidents have 
been reported this year,” 
Schumer said.

Schumer said the FAA 
reported the number of 
such incidents has risen 
from 283 in 2005 to 3,591 in 
2011.

The problem, accord-
ing to Schumer, is that 
while it is already a fed-
eral crime to point a laser 
at a jetliner cockpit, lasers 
are available to anybody at 
anytime.

Schumer also asked 
that federal officials reduce 
the strength of lasers and 
laser pointers and restrict 
recreational sale of more 
powerful lasers. Lasers 
in the United States fall 
into several categories of 
strength, but even more 
powerful lasers are easily 

purchased online and at re-
tailers.

“As recent incidents 
have shown, lasers have 

the potential to interfere 
seriously with operation 
of an aircraft and actually 
damage a pilot’s eyesight,” 

Schumer said.
“While laser pointers 

at one time were primar-
ily used for presentations 

in boardrooms and class-
rooms, they are now wildly 
available at trinket shops, 
flea markets, at retailers,” 
Schumer said.

“A 5-MW and 500-mil-
limeter laser, during a 
perfect night can be seen 
up to 2.2 miles and can be 
a serious distraction at a 
distance at a quarter mile 
or 1,300 feet,” Schumer said 
in a letter to U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration Com-
missioner Margaret Ham-
burg.

A Senate bill was 
passed into law a few 
months ago making point-
ing a laser at an aircraft a 
federal crime, but current 
regulations allow anyone to 
buy even some of the most 
powerful lasers.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer wants stricter rules on the sale of laser pointers.   AP Photo/J. Scott 
Applewhite

Schumer pushes to protect pilots from lasers
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NEW KAWAI PIANOS MUST BE SOLD!

PRICES SLASHED 
FOR IMMEDIATE SALE!

KAWAI PIANO COMPANY HAS AUTHORIZED
AN “OVERSTOCKED PIANO SALE” ON A
SPECIAL GROUP OF NEW PIANOS... 
STILL IN THEIR CRATES & READY FOR
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!
All pianos come with a full manufacturer’s 
warranty and a full trade-up option.

Choose from 

GRAND PIANOS
BABY GRAND PIANOS
UPRIGHT PIANOS
CONSOLE PIANOS
DIGITAL PIANOS

ALL PIANOS ARE TOP QUALITY, 
NEW, & WITH FULL MANUF. WARRANTY!

NOW ALL DRASTICALLY REDUCED BEYOND NORMAL SALE PRICING !

SALE HOURS

516-333-2811

4 DAYS ONLY! AUGUST 9 -12

For best selection, please come early, or call for a preview appointment!
All pianos are one-of-a-kind and will be sold on a first-come, first-served basis

These pianos, under a special agreement with KAWAI Piano Company have been moved to a
temporary location in Nassau County, CCarle Place N.Y. ...for IMMEDIATE SALE!

www.frankandcamilleseast.comEstablished 1976

CARLE PLACE (Nassau County)
229 Glen Cove Rd. Carle Place, 11514
1 mile South of Northern State Pkwy. Exit 31 - 3 Miles  South of LIE. Exit 39
On the left, next to Elements Distinctive Lighting & across from Pier1

Thur • Fri • Sat • Sun

LONG ISLAND 
TEMPORARY PIANO OVERSTOCK SALE SITE
SALE CONDUCTED BY:

Most major credit cards accepted. Financing arranged subject to approval. Delivery additional. 

Thurs & Fri 10AM-8PM 
Sat 10AM - 6 PM 
Sun 12Noon - 5PM

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE 
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www.transamericacreditsolutions.comwww.transamericacreditsolutions.com

1 State Street Plaza 
New York

New York 10004

Telephone:

1-800-689-3510
Fax:

1-800-725-9840

❑  Personal Loans
❑  Student Loans
❑  Mortgages
❑  Business Loans
❑  Auto Loans
❑  Refinance Loans
❑  Credit Card Loans

POLICE 

Blotter

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

FAR ROCKAWAY — A Far Rockaway 
man who pleaded guilty to manslaughter 
in the fatal July 2010 assault of a Good Sa-
maritan who attempted to halt an attack on 
a transsexual woman has been sentenced 
to 18 years in prison, according to the 
Queens district attorney.

The defendant, identified by the dis-
trict attorney as Daryl Reid, 24, was as-
saulting an unidentified transsexual wom-
an in Far Rockaway when Richard Salter, 
49, tried to intervene.

According to the DA, Reid and two 
other suspects accosted Salter with Reid 
stabbing him numerous times. Salter died 
on a stoop after fleeing the attack, the DA 
said.

The two co-defendants — Terril Pin-
nok and Jahvaughn Garrison, both of Far 
Rockaway — pleaded guilty to first-degree 
gang assault and are presently awaiting 
sentencing.

Daryl Reid was sentenced to 18 years in prison 
after pleading guilty in the stabbing death of 
Richard Salter. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

Far Rock man receives 18 yrs in woman’s death

FOREST HILLS — According to the 
Queens district attorney, a Massachusetts 
resident was sentenced to 20 years in pris-
on after he pleaded guilty to manslaughter 
in the stabbing death of a Forest Hills man 
in June 2009.

The district attorney said Alexys Fer-
maintt, 34, pleaded guilty to first-degree 
manslaughter in the death of Michael Pec-
ora, of Forest Hills.

The DA said Fermaintt stabbed Pec-
ora, 38, multiple times and then took his 
laptop, cellphone and watch before fleeing 
the apartment.

The two men allegedly met online, ac-
cording to the DA.

Mass. man pleads in death of Forest Hills man

Michael Pecora’s killer was found guilty and 
sentenced to 20 years in prison. 

Photo by Ellis Kaplan

WOODSIDE — Police were asking 
for the public’s help in locating a suspect 
wanted in connection with public lewdness 
in Woodside.

According to police, the suspect ex-
posed his genitals to a female at the inter-
section of 60th Street and 43rd Avenue July 
31.

The suspect is described as a Hispanic 
male, between 25 and 31, standing 6 feet tall 
and weighing between 150 and 200 pounds, 
cops said.

He was last seen wearing a blue shirt, 
blue shorts with a stripe on the side and 
white sneakers, cops said.

Police believe this man exposed himself to a 
woman in Woodside. Photo courtesy NYPD

Police on the hunt for boro indecent exposer
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BREAKING

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Q line offers the 
best service in the subway 
system, including fewer de-
lays, clean cars and a good 
chance of getting a seat dur-
ing rush hour, according 
to the Straphangers Cam-
paign’s 15th annual State of 
the Subways report.

The designation of 
worst subway line went to 
the C train, with its many 
1960s-era cars, high break-
down record and long 
waits.

It was the first time the 
Q had ranked No. 1 since 
2001, while the C has been 
rated last for four years in 
a row.

“Riders on the Q have 
much more reliable cars, 
frequent service, subway 
car cleanliness and car an-
nouncements,” said Gene 
Russianoff, attorney for the 
Straphangers, the transit 
activist agency.

The C line performed 
as the worst or next to the 
worst subway line in the 
system on four measures: 
amount of scheduled ser-
vice, delays caused by 
mechanical breakdowns, 
subway car cleanliness and 
announcements.

But the C performed 
above average in the system 
on regularity of service and 
on the chance of getting a 
seat at rush hour.

“The people who regu-
larly ride the C train should 
be up in arms about the 
quality of their service,” 
Russianoff said.

The Q runs between 
Coney Island-Stillwell Av-
enue in Brooklyn and As-
toria-Ditmars Boulevard 
in Queens. The C operates 
from East New York in 
Brooklyn to Washington 

Heights in Manhattan.
The complete report 

card, from best to worst, 
was Q, No. 7, J/Z, No. 1, L, 
No. 6, E, F, M, R, N, No. 3, 
D, No. 2, B, A, Nos. 4 and 5 
and C.

The Straphangers said 

the No. 4 had the clearest, 
easy-to-understand train 
announcements. The E had 
the fewest breakdowns, the 
cleanest was the No. 1 and 
the best for getting a seat 
was the R.

Commenting on the 

survey, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
said, “While we appreciate 
the positive results of the 
Straphangers’ latest sur-
vey, those results do not tell 
the full story.”

The Q, which runs between Coney Island-Stillwell Avenue in Brooklyn and Astoria-Ditmars Boulevard 
in Queens, is the best in the city, according to the annual State of the Subways report. 

Chart courtesy the Straphangers 

Jamaica’s 103rd Precinct reported some of the city’s highest stop-
and-frisk numbers last year at a time when complaints fell, ac-
cording to a new report.

As stop-and-frisks rise, 
complaints fall: CCRB

BY RICH BOCKMANN

As the number of stop-
and-frisks the NYPD con-
ducted in 2011 rose 14 per-
cent over the previous year, 
the number of complaints 
dropped by 10 percent, ac-
cording to a new report by 
the city Civilian Complaint 
Review Board.

The CCRB is a non-
police, mayoral-appointed 
agency that investigates 
complaints against the 
NYPD on allegations of ex-
cessive force, abuse of pow-
er, discourtesy and the use 
of offensive language.

The board did not, 
however, have the authori-
ty to prosecute cases where 
complaints were substanti-
ated — that authority was 
left to the NYPD. The re-
port did note that the Police 
Department took disciplin-
ary action in a historically 
high 81 percent of all cases 
where the CCRB substanti-
ated a complaint.

For the past two years, 
the total number of all 
kinds of police misconduct 
complaints the board re-
ceived has dropped, accord-
ing to the report, with an 
overall decrease of 8 per-
cent last year.

Stop-and-frisk com-
plaints fell 10 percent last 
year to 1,716 , while at the 
same time the number of 
stop-and-frisks the NYPD 
conducted rose by 14 per-
cent to 685,724 , according to 
the report. It was the second 

year in a row that the board 
identified a simultaneous 
decrease in stop-and-frisk 
complaints and an increase 
in incidences.

Two Queens pre-
cincts broke into the top 
10 throughout the five bor-
oughs in stop-and-frisk 
numbers last year, with 
Jackson Heights’ 115th Pre-
cinct ranking fourth and 
Jamaica’s 103rd coming in 
ninth.

According to the CCRB, 
people were most likely to 
register a complaint about 
a stop-and-frisk encounter 
if they were searched. Of-
ficers conducted searches 
in 9 percent of street stops, 
the CCRB found, and of 
the 1,716 stop-related com-
plaints the board received 
last year, 59 percent were 
related to a search.

Stop-and-frisk has 
been a heated topic of de-
bate ever since the New 
York Civil Liberties Union 
released its analysis of 
NYPD figures earlier this 
year, showing the majority 
of stops were of young black 
and Latino men who had 
neither been arrested nor 
issued a summons.

NYCLU Associate Le-
gal Director Chris Dunn 
said he believed the de-
crease in complaints re-
flected a loss of public 
confidence in the CCRB as 
opposed to fewer complaint-
worthy stop-and-frisk prac-
tices.

Q tops in best subway survey
Transit group gives honor to Queens line for fi rst time; C rated as worst

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT 
FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

www.freesynagogue.org • 718-961-0030 • info@freesynagogue.org
Free on-site parking • Two blocks from Subway/7 train & the LIRR Main St. • Flushing Station

Weekly in June

Tuesdays: Mindfulness Meditation  at 7:30 PM
Fridays:            Shabbat Evening Service  at 8 PM
Saturdays:       Informal Worship & Torah Study  at 10:30 AM

Sunday, June 24 at 10 AM - 5 PM

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything 
else in between at the Outdoor Flea 
Market being held on Sunday, June 24, 
July 22, August 26, and September 23 
from 10:00am to 5:00pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, 
August, and September dates.  Please 
contact the synagogue for details.

Wednesday, June 20 at 6:00 pm
RUSH HOUR CONCERT

When work ends, experience a different 
kind of rush hour on Wednesday, June 
20 at 6:00pm by heading over to the 
synagogue to hear a free classical 
musical concert.

Wednesday, June 27 at 12:00 Noon
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI
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Sunday, July 22 at 10 am - 5 pm

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything
else in between at the
Outdoor Flea Market being held on Sunday,
July 22, August 26 and October 7 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, August and October dates.
Please contact the synagogue for details.

UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION CLASS:  HEBREW

Thursdays, August 9 through October 4 – 7:30 pm  

As part of his annual series of education at Free Synagogue, Cantor Steven 

Pearlson invites you to come and learn Hebrew. No knowledge whatsoever 

of Hebrew is required for the 

course.  Thursday evenings 

starting on August 9

through October 4

from 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm.

Registration required.  The cost is $5.00 per session for non-members 

or prepayment for all classes is $40.  For more information, please email 

cantor@freesynagogue.org or call (718) 961-0030.

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR

Sunday, August 19 – 10 am to 4:00 pm

We will be hosting a Community Health and 

Wellness Fair on August 19 from 10:00 am to 4:00 

pm. There will be a host of free services offered.  

More details to come.

ONGOING EVENTS IN JULY

 Tuesday - Rabbi Michael’s Meditation Class 7:30 pm

 Friday - Shabbat Service 8 pm

 Saturday - Torah Study  10:30 am

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Celina Alvarez used 

to work at the Taqueria El 
Idolo restaurant on Corona 
Avenue in Elmhurst as a 
cook, but in February she 
started to feel sick.

Alvarez, who moved to 
New York from Mexico two 
years ago, said she kept go-
ing to work because she did 
not have paid sick days.

A week later she end-
ed up in the hospital and 
was released with a heart 
monitor and orders to rest 
for two weeks .She called 
her employer and told him 
what happened, but she 
said when she was well 
enough to return to work, 
the taqueria did not take 
her back.

“In other words, I lost 
my job just because I got 
sick and couldn’t go back to 
work right away,” she said.

Alvarez told her story 
in front of the taqueria at 
a rally last week. She was 
joined by City Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-Elmhurst), low-wage 
workers and small busi-
ness owners, who were 
speaking in support of a 
proposal that would protect 
New Yorkers’ jobs if they 
need to take sick leave and 
require many businesses to 
offer paid sick days.

“We can no longer 

have New Yorkers lose 
their jobs based on the fact 
that they’re sick,” said Fer-
reras.

She is sponsoring the 
sick leave bill, which has 
garnered strong support in 
the Council. The proposal 
would require businesses 
with more than five em-
ployees to provide earned, 
paid sick days for their 
workers. Businesses with 
more than 20 employees 
would have to give  nine 
days and businesses with 
less than 20 would provide 
five. Businesses with fewer 
than five employees would 
not have to provide paid 
sick days, but workers’ jobs 
would be protected if they 
missed five days of work 
due to illness.

Hilary Klein, a lead 
organizer with Make the 
Road New York, an advo-
cacy organization for low-
wage workers, said when 
ill employees go to work, it 
makes it more likely that 
diseases will spread. But if 
workers are allowed to stay 
home when they are sick, it 
benefits everyone, she said.

Council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
has said she is not planning 
on bringing the bill up for a 
vote anytime soon because 
she is worried about the im-
pact it would have on local 
business.

“This is just not the 
right time to do it,” she said 
at a meeting with small 
business owners at the Sly 
Fox Inn in Fresh Meadows 
last week.

She said that although 
paid sick leave “is a laud-
able goal,” she is concerned 
about the effect it would 
have on small business in a 
difficult economy.

The sick leave bill 
would cost an additional 
1.5 percent to 1.8 percent of 
businesses’ payrolls, an ex-
tra burden small business-
es cannot afford, Quinn 
said.

She said the bill would 
“put people out of business 
and we’re going to lose jobs 
at a time when we’re seeing 
unemployment go up.”

The Queens Chamber 
of Commerce also opposes 
the bill, saying most busi-
nesses that do not offer 
paid sick leave are in sec-
tors that have low profit 
margins and have to hire 
replacement workers when 
employees miss work.

Most of these busi-
nesses have barter systems 
in place wherein employees 
can exchange shifts when 
they are sick, a system the 
government cannot effec-
tively regulate, the cham-
ber said in a letter sent to 
Quinn this year.

Ferreras wants workers 
paid for sick leave days

Supporters of paid sick leave rally outside of an Elmhurst taqueria where one woman said she lost 
her job for being sick. Photo by Karen Frantz
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 

Convenience We Provide 

Dry Cleaning, Washing 

& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second

location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 

Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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■

A BETTER SOLUTION
City Councilman Leroy Comrie has taken on Mayor 

Michael Bloomberg’s ban on soft drinks of more than 16 
ounces. He’s right when he says there ought to be a more 
effective way to limit the amount of calories children con-
sume.

Comrie believes a more effective approach would be 
modeled on legislation he introduced to limit the amount 
of sodium and calories in fast food meals marketed at chil-
dren. His bill was never passed but, he says, McDonald’s 
has voluntarily begun offering healthier menu options.

McDonald’s should be applauded. Other fast food res-
taurants should do the same, if they haven’t already, espe-
cially those that target children.

But Comrie lost credibility when he chose to stand 
next to Eliot Hoff, a spokesman for the anti-soda ban group 
New Yorkers for Beverage Choices, at a press event.

“There’s no study out there that says drinking more 
than 16 ounces of sugar impacts obesity,” Hoff said.

Really?
At a public hearing in Queens, Kelly Brownell, a pro-

fessor at Yale University, said, “Soda in large amounts is 
metabolically toxic. You don’t feel as full when you con-
sume calories in liquids. These beverages are the single 
greatest source of added sugar in the American diet.”

But you don’t need to be a Yale professor to know that 
soda isn’t healthy for children or adults. Education is the 
answer.

Why not ask Olympic athletes like Gabby Douglas and 
Missy Franklin to help get the message out that foods like 
sodas and fries aren’t healthy?

SAVE THE DOLLAR VAN
Speaking for thousands in the outerboroughs, Coun-

cilmen Comrie and Jumaane Williams have called on 
the city Taxi & Limousine Commission commissioner to 
grandfather the commuter van companies into the outer-
borough taxi street-hail plan.

Unlike TLC Commissioner David Yassky, they un-
derstand what these vans mean in neighborhoods where 
taxis are seldom seen. The councilmen claim Yassky has 
gone back on promises that he would institute new rules to 
regulate the commuter van industry under the TLC.

The councilmen say that ever since the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority eliminated several southeast 
Queens bus routes in 2010, their constituents have had to 
rely on the dollar vans.

This is a no-brainer, Yassky.

Republicans hypocritical on Obamacare
ne would think 
Obamacare, the Af-
fordable Care Act, 
mandate would be 

a win-win for both parties. 
After all, it was the Repub-
licans’ concept and cham-
pioned by the Heritage 
Foundation, an American 
conservative think-tank 
based in Washington, D.C.

The individual health 
insurance mandate origi-
nated in 1989 at foundation. 
In 1993, Republicans twice 
introduced health care 
bills that contained an in-
dividual health insurance 
mandate. Advocates for 

those bills included promi-
nent Republicans who to-
day oppose the mandate, 
including U.S. Sens. Orrin 
Hatch (R-Utah) and Charles 
Grassley (R-Iowa) and for-
mer Sens. Robert Bennett 
(R-Utah), and Christopher 
Bond (R-Mo.). In 2007, Dem-
ocrats and Republicans in-
troduced a bipartisan bill 
containing the mandate. 
Our two parties were still 
of one mind.

In fact, on April 12, 
2006, as governor, Mitt 
Romney signed the Mas-
sachusetts health reform 
law, commonly called 

“Romneycare.” It requires 
Massachusetts residents to 
buy health insurance cov-
erage or face escalating tax 
penalties, such as loss of 
their personal income tax 
exemption. It was lauded 
by Republicans and Demo-
crats alike.

Enter President Ba-
rack Obama. In fashioning 
his affordable health care, 
he used as a template the 
health care plan institut-
ed in Romney and which 
had been so positively ac-
claimed by both parties.

It appears amnesia 
has set in. It is sad to see 

such hypocrisy, destruc-
tive partisanship and com-
mitment to “no to President 
Obama,” even if it means 
voting against your own 
ideas. They could say, “See, 
we were so far ahead of 
the curve that Obama was 
forced to adopt our posi-
tion.”

Rather, their turn 
around on health care 
would make a ballerina’s 
pirouette seem as if she had 
been rigamortis-ed.

Nicholas Zizelis
Bayside
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City must restart development process for Willets Point
n investigation 
by state Attorney 
General Eric Sch-
neiderman has 

determined that the City 
Council rubber stamped 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion’s Willets Point plan 
after it had been illegally 
lobbied by the Flushing-
Willets Point-Corona Local 
Development Corp., led by 
former Borough President 
Claire Shulman.

As a politician with 

many years of experience 
in city procedures and 
requirements, it appears 
Shulman either knew 
what she was doing was 
improper or she should 
have known. Equally criti-
cized was Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s city Economic 
Development Corp. and the 
Coney Island Development 
Corp. for illegally lobbying 
(“AG ruling spells reform 
for EDC,” Flushing Times, 
July 12-18).

The time has come to 
either get rid of or drasti-
cally alter the EDC, which, 
when all is said and done, 
has never been anything 
more than a patronage mill 
following the mayor’s dic-
tates. Its sole function is 
to arrange huge taxpayer 
breaks, direct and indirect, 
and subsidize fat cat real 
estate moguls with politi-
cal connections.

I doubt there has ever 
been a time when the EDC 

turned down mayoral dic-
tates. While we are at it, we 
should also prohibit the use 
of former politicians like 
Shulman, whose sole pur-
pose is to influence former 
colleagues and the public 
be damned.

As captain of the ship, 
Bloomberg must assume 
responsibility for the trans-
gressions of Shulman and 
the EDC that have occurred 
over his cabal with term-
limited Council members 

to overturn the public’s en-
dorsements of term limits. 
This may be a black mark 
on his legacy as mayor.

Term limits are now 
the law, but if Bloomberg 
wants to redeem himself on 
illegal lobbying, he should 
insist the Council enact 
legislation withdrawing 
its approval of his Willets 
Point plan, which he should 
agree to, and the process 
should start anew without 
illegal lobbying.

Should they fail to do 
so, this will be a campaign 
issue for Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan), who aspires to be 
the next mayor, since it all 
occurred during her Coun-
cil leadership.

The public is entitled 
to the fresh air of competent 
and honest government and 
nothing less.

Benjamin M. Haber
Flushing

Help put an end to cyberbullying
ith the rapid in-
crease in online 
communication, 
especially through 

social networking websites, 
cyberbullying is a grow-
ing problem that has gone 
largely unaddressed in our 
society today. More then 85 
percent of teenagers have 
been a victim of cyberbul-
lying and more than 90 per-
cent of these victims will 
fail to report it.

But what is the solu-
tion? Founded by high 
school students and com-
pletely youth-driven, the 
End to Cyber Bullying orga-
nization set out to deal with 
just that. Our mission is to 
raise awareness through-
out our global community 
and mobilize our youth, 
educators, parents and oth-

ers in taking efforts to end 
cyberbullying.

Cyberbullying has di-
rectly affected many, if not 
all, of us. We have seen and 
felt it and know it hurts. 
So what is the next step? 
To continue spreading the 
word and make it spread 
like wildfire.

Young individuals 
need to know that they are 
not alone and there are 
tangible actions they can 
take to end cyberbullying. 
Since then, what originally 
started off as a small grass-
roots movement on Long 
Island has grown into one 
of the largest youth initia-
tives in the world. Using 
the Internet for its greater 
purpose, we have reached 
and brought together more 
than 2.5 million individu-

als across the globe.
From presenting to 

middle and high school as-
semblies and working with 
state Sen. Jeffrey Klein (D-
Bronx) to party shuffling 
with Miss New York and 
appearing on national tele-
vision on “CBS News” and 
Liberty Treehouse, ETCB 
is empowering young peo-
ple everywhere.

What is next? This 
fall, ETCB will be hosting a 
kick-start event on Long Is-
land, which adults, parents, 
educators and more will at-
tend. For more information, 
visit endcyberbullying.org 
or call 1-772-202-3822.

Samuel Lam
President

End to Cyber Bullying
Jericho, L.I.

Civic and pupils beautify blocks
n June 22, students 
at Flushing’s PS 242 
closed out the school 
year by teaming up 

with the Mitchell-Linden 
Civic Association for a 
Love Your Block event un-
der a grant received by the 
MLCA from the Citizens 
Committee of New York 
City.

Under the guidance of 
Elizabeth Koos, PS 242’s sci-
ence teacher, the students 

over several weeks planted 
gardens, cleared their block 
of litter and adopted neigh-
borhood trees.

Each grade will pass 
their tree and its care down 
from year to year to new 
generations of students. In 
a neighborhood where the 
fight against litter is a con-
stant battle, the students’ 
hard work and dedication 
serve as inspirational re-
minders that we all need to 

be good stewards of our lo-
cal environment.

Congratulations to the 
students of PS 242 for help-
ing lead the way.

William P. Coyle
Vice President

Mitchell-Linden Civic 
Association

Flushing

Obama, Romney can’t fi x economy
s 2012 moves along, 
our national econ-
omy is not moving 
at all. We continue 

to hear reassurances from 
President Barack Obama 
that the economy will be-
gin to improve, but he has 
been telling the American 
people this for the last four 
years.

There have not been 

any positive signs that our 
economy has begun an up-
turn, and it may take more 
months or years before our 
country will be economi-
cally sound again.

Presumptive Republi-
can presidential candidate 
Mitt Romney says he will 
put Americans back to 
work, but he is also not for 
the hardworking, middle-

class people of this coun-
try.

We are in big trouble. 
We better pray for Divine 
Providence to help this 
country because neither 
Obama nor Romney will 
not.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

n Aug. 1, 1935, the 
Star reported that 
Gustav Lindenthal, 
designer of the Hell 

Gate Bridge, had died at the 
age of 85 the previous eve-
ning at his home, the Lin-
dens, in Metuchen, N.J.

Lindenthal was born 
in Austria and came to the 
United States in 1874. In 
1904, Lindenthal, who over-
saw the opening of the Wil-
liamsburg Bridge and the 
construction of the ongoing 
Manhattan and Queens-
borough bridge projects, 
was chosen as consulting 
engineer and bridge archi-
tect by the Pennsylvania 

Railroad, which had just 
acquired the New York 
Connecting Railroad.

The Connecting Rail-
road was only 10 miles long 
when he set about to extend 
it over the East River to 
link up to New England. 
Bridging the Hell Gate was 
a problem that presented 
obstacles unprecedented in 
the history of engineering. 
The curved approach made 
impossible either a suspen-
sion or cantilever bridge.

Lindenthal, therefore, 
made it a braced steel arch 
with a span of 1,017 feet be-
tween the towers. When 
it opened in 1916, the Hell 

Gate Bridge was the lon-
gest steel-arch bridge in 
the world. It would hold 
that title until the Bayonne 
Bridge opened in 1931. The 
bridge today has the 17th 
longest main steel arch 
span in the world.

●

The city purchased the 
50-acre Juniper Valley — 
Middle Village — estate of 
murdered gambler Arnold 
Rothstein and began peat 
mining operations in a bog 
there. The city estimated 
that the bog contained 
300,000 cubic yards of peat, 
worth about $315,000.

Juniper Valley peat 
was said to be superior to 
English or other American 
varieties. It assayed 90 per-
cent organic matter, where-
as its competitors assayed 
40 percent. Excavations 
were carried out using drag 
lines with buckets. Trench-

es 30 feet wide would be ex-
cavated and then filled in 
with ashes.

The bog was estimated 
to be about 100,000 years 
old, and was thought to 
possibly contain some pre-
historic bones and other 
relics.

●

On Aug. 5, a fire threat-
ened the huge Pratt works 
of the Socony-Vacuum Oil 
Co. on Newtown Creek in 
Blissville. It was contained 
to four huge tanks hold-
ing almost 400,000 gallons 
of crude oil. Although the 
blaze was under control in 
less than an hour, it paint-
ed the sky a lurid red and 
threw off a terrific heat.

An alarm was sounded 
at 1 a.m. and soon grew to 
three alarms. Fire compa-
nies from Hunters Point 
and Blissville were sum-
moned, and the firefighting 

staff at the works chipped 
in with chemical extin-
guishers. In total, 12 engine 
companies, seven hook and 
ladder companies and two 
fireboats battled the fire.

●

Strikers who were 
part of the Works Progress 
Administration, a govern-
ment program during the 
Great Depression, were 
unsuccessful in attempting 
to hamper 28 construction 
jobs in Queens.

The paving and grad-
ing of Roosevelt Avenue in 
Flushing continued despite 
efforts by strike leaders to 
delay it. The strikers were 
protesting wages.

The American Fed-
eration of Labor execu-
tive council recommended 
to President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt that construc-
tion work assigned to the 
WPA be moved to the Pub-

lic Works Administration, 
which paid a wage of $1.50 
per hour.

●

Former Queens resi-
dent Will Rogers and his 
pilot Wiley Post were killed 
in a plane crash near Point 
Barrow in Alaska.

Rogers, well-known 
cowboy humorist, phi-
losopher, court jester and 
serious adviser to U.S. 
presidents, was a former 
resident of Forest Hills and 
Kew Gardens. He first came 
to Queens in 1918, when he 
leased a house in Forest 
Hills for a year.

While living there, 
he aided a local charity by 
putting on a cowboy show 
that was a success. He later 
rented another house in 
Kew Gardens.

City excavated 50-acre Middle Village peat bog in 1935

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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Five Towns College

  9 am – 5 pm • No Appointment Necessary
  • Application Fee Waived • It’s Not Too Late To Apply

    • Scholarships Are Still Available 
Please bring copies of your transcripts from all schools you have attended.   

  Same day decision in most cases.

6 3 1 . 6 5 6 . 2 1 1 0     3 0 5  N .  S e r v i c e  R o a d   D i x  H i l l s ,  N Y  1 1 74 6       a d m i s s i o n s @ f t c . e d u       w w w . f t c . e d u

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N T A R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
•  J O U R N A L I S M  •  M A S S  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  T E A C H E R  E D U C A T I O N  •  M U S I C  B U S I N E S S  •  M U S I C  P E R F O R M A N C E   •  T H E A T R E  A R T S

Enrollment Week   
 August 13 – August 17

Classes Start September 4

P A R K  D E N T A L  C A R E

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  D E N T I S T  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S

Zero Interest Payment Plans

CALL US FOR A DENTAL EXAMINATION
INCLUDING X - RAY, COSMETIC EVALUATION & CONSULTATION

0% Interest Payment Plans Available
info@718dentist.com

One Day Dentistry While You Sleep
We Cater To Cowards...Most Procedures Can Be Performed 

While You Relax in a Soothing "Twilight Sleep."

Early Morning,
Evening And

Weekend Hours

DENTIST
Just Dial (718)

as seen on ABC's

BriteSmile
Tooth Whitening

718-336-8478

124-19 101st Avenue, 
Richmond Hill 

& 
61-88 Dry Harbor Rd. 

Middle Village.

roactively added three city 
schools, including JHS 8, to 
the 2011-12 list.

The city Department 
of Education said it plans 
to notify parents of the des-
ignation as well as their op-
tions after the state releases 
its 2012-13 list in August.

“Parents at the three 
schools will have the option 
to transfer their children 
through our process for No 
Child Left Behind. This is 
done throughout the enroll-
ment office,” a department 
representative said.

Each school will re-
ceive a $100,000 grant to 
help implement a plan to 
improve school safety. Ac-
cording to the NYSED 

website, successful schools 
have created safer environ-
ments by developing and eq-
uitably enforcing a conduct 
code, developing safety and 
response plans and con-
ducting drills to increase 
preparedness for serious 
incidents and analyzing in-
cident data in order to rec-
ognize when intervention 
is necessary.

The city DOE would not 
elaborate on specific plans 
at the troubled schools. 
The Dignity in Schools 
Campaign is a group that 
advocates for reform in the 
DOE’s school discipline 
policies.

Spokeswoman Shoshi 
Chowdry said that while 
the persistently danger-
ous schools were not the 
focus of the campaign, she 
had heard that some of the 

schools increase their po-
lice presence.

“We as a campaign 
would rather see, instead of 
investing in police tactics, 
more investment in school 
resources,” she said.

In order to be removed 
from the list, the school 
must submit an incident 
reduction plan to the state 
explaining the steps it will 
take to increase school 
safety. The superintendent 
must then petition the com-
missioner to be removed 
from the list.

The NYSED will re-
view the school’s incident 
report and conduct a site 
visit.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Continued from Page 1
JHS 8

City Comptroller John Liu 
all eyeing runs.

In order to run as a 

Republican, Smith would 
need at least three of the 
party’s five county chairs 
to endorse him.

Ragusa said he would 
be more inclined to support 
Republicans such as NYPD 
Commissioner Ray Kelly or 

Manhattan businessman 
John Catsimatidis before 
Smith.

“I don’t know. I think 
with the field out there, I 
would rather run a Republi-
can” who is registered with 
the party, he said.

Continued from Page 2

Smith
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A low-rate MCU VISA® Card can help!

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

REGULAR RATES FROM  
9.15% TO 11.15% APR* 

No Annual Fee

No Balance Transfer Fee

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY R ATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
APR

APR

TO

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for Gold, and 5.90% for Classic 
for the first 6 months that your account is open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), 
and 11.15% (Classic) based on your creditworthiness. These post-introductory APRs may vary. Balance 
transfers from another MCU loan or MCU VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for 
all VISA cards is 17.90%. Transaction fee for Cash Advances is either $2.00 or 3% of the amount of 
each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Platinum and Gold and is either $1.00 
or 3% of the amount for each cash advance, whichever is greater (maximum $30.00), for Classic. There 
is a minimum periodic interest charge of $0.50 for Classic, Gold and Platinum Cards. There is a foreign 
transaction fee of 1% of each transaction in U.S. dollars. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Federally insured by NCUA

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
to nymcu.org to apply today!

Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

Mohan Singh Khatra, 
chairman of the Sikh Cul-
tural Society, whose uncle, 
Suvez Khatra, was killed 
in the rampage, said he 
last spoke with his relative 
by telephone on the day he 
died about future plans to 
visit him in Wisconsin.

“I feel really bad be-
cause we never can see him 
again,” said Khatra.

His voice also broke 
when talking about a po-
lice officer originally from 
Brooklyn who was among 
those shot and was in criti-
cal condition.

Others in the Sikh 
community said they were 
heartbroken at violence 
against what they said was 
a peaceful and harmonious 
culture.  The Sikhs’ home-
land is in the Punjab region 
straddling India and Paki-
stan.

 The NYPD has ramped 
up security at Sikh temples 
throughout the city, al-

though Kelly said there had 
been no specific threats 
made against the commu-
nity.

Queens has one of the 
largest Sikh populations 
in the world, with about 
15,000 individuals living in 
Richmond Hill and the sur-
rounding neighborhoods.

He said the NYPD is 
also in communication 
with the FBI to learn of 
any direct threats to Sikhs 
here.

Some in the commu-
nity were nervous after the 
Wisconsin shooting, with 
one man, Anshdeep Singh, 
saying he spoke with some 
parents who were reluctant 
to send their kids to a sum-
mer camp that is being or-
ganized.

Singh, who teaches 
martial arts at the cen-
ter, said he was not wor-
ried about his own safety, 
but he was fearful for his 
community, saying that 
bias against Sikhs had in-
creased since Sept. 11, 2001.

“We’ve been targeted 
because of our distinct ap-
pearances,” he said.

Sikh men wear tur-
bans and grow their beards 
long similar to many Mus-
lims, although they belong 
to separate religions.

He said he has felt 
discriminated against in 
school and in his work-
place, and that he was not 
alone in feeling that way.

“Our community has 
been through a lot,” he 
said.

Supreet Kaur, who 
works with the Sikh Coali-
tion, the country’s largest 
Sikh civil rights organiza-
tion, echoed the sentiment, 
saying the organization 
has documented 900 acts 
of bias and discrimination 
against Sikhs in New York 
since 9/11.

“This bias has invaded 
all aspects of our lives,” she 
said, saying it includes hate 
crimes, bullying in schools 
and corporate profiling.

She said the way to 
end violence against Sikhs 
and other minority groups 
is to take a hard look at 
why discrimination exists 
against minorities in the 
first place.

Continued from Page 1

Sikhs
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

My friend Maria 
swears that caring for her 
aging mother is one of the 
toughest jobs she has ever 
taken on. Not only does it 
take an emotional toll on 
her, but it also requires 
more time and patience 
than any official job she 
ever held — and she doesn’t 
even get paid for it!

Fortunately, Maria 
recently discovered a little-
known New York State pro-
gram that is offering to pay 
her for her caregiving work. 
The Consumer Directed Pa-
tient Assistance Program 
permits home care recipi-
ents to hire a caregiver or 
assistant of their choosing 
and the state will pay for 
it. Eligibility requirements 
are simple. The recipient 
must —

• Be Medicaid eligible. 
• Be eligible for home 

care, personal care, or 
nursing services.

• Require some or total 
assistance with home care, 
personal care. or skilled 
nursing care.

• Have a stable medical 
condition.

• Have the capacity to 
direct your own care (or 
have a designated represen-
tative who is willing and 
competent to assume the 
roles and responsibilities 
that go with the program).

The program is de-
signed to allow chronically 
ill or physically disabled 
individuals with medical 
needs (including the el-
derly), and the freedom of 
choice in determining who 
takes care of them, rather 
than having an agency as-
sign an unknown aide. The 
philosophy of the program 
is independence, self-direc-
tion, and empowerment, 

which allow the recipient 
to hold the reins. As Ma-
ria’s mom said, “Now I have 
control of my life. I have 
my daughter caring for me 
rather than having a series 
of impersonal aides pass 
through my life. I know my 
daughter really cares.”

The recipient is the 
employer and is responsible 
for interviewing, hiring, 
training, and supervising 
the caregiver (or employee) 
plus recording information 
for payroll records so that 
Medicaid can pay the care-
giver. Because the recipient 
is responsible for training, 
the assistant can be taught 
to perform the job in the 
way that he wants it done.  

Another great thing 

about this program is that 
the caregiver or assis-
tant can be a friend, fam-
ily member, or anyone the 
patient chooses. The only 
family members prohibited 
from participating in this 
program are a spouse or 
parent of the recipient.   

Under the program, 
Maria can help her mother 
with traditional homemak-
er and nurse aide chores 
such as dressing, bathing, 
and mobility. These tasks 
are known in the trade as 
Activities of Daily Living. 
In addition, Maria can give 
injections or administer 
medications — tasks that 
are typically performed 
by a nurse. She could even 
be trained to do more ad-

vanced techniques like 
managing a ventilator or 
suctioning a tracheostomy.   

According to Bryan 
O’Malley, the executive 
director of the Consumer 
Directed Personal Assis-
tance Association of New 
York State, New York State 
currently has an estimated 
10,000 participants in the 
program. About 3,500 of 
these participants live in 
the five boroughs. In 2011 
the organization received a 
grant from the Department 
of Health to educate health 
care providers and prospec-
tive patients to the benefits 
of the program, and put in 
place a peer counseling 
component to help consum-
ers succeed. 

“[Consumer Directed 
Patient Assistance Pro-
gram] is the next step in 
healthcare. It provides peo-
ple with a sense of dignity 
and independence that tra-
ditional programs do not, 
and it does so while saving 
the state — and ultimately 
taxpayers — money,” said 
O’Malley. “What we have 
seen since this program 
was created is that it de-
livers better care for less 
money. Who doesn’t sup-
port that?” 

The consumer-direct-
ed movement began in 1973 
when four disabled indi-
viduals began organizing 
a program called Concepts 
in Care that offered them 
more freedom in their care. 

In the 1980s, Concepts be-
came the first Consumer 
Directed Patient Assistance 
Program in New York State 
when it won a contract with 
the Human Resources Ad-
ministration to provide 
consumer-directed home 
care services for New York 
City residents who were 
self-directed and severely 
disabled. Finally, in 1995, 
it became a statewide pro-
gram. 

Before a person can 
participate in the program, 
his doctor must send a com-
pleted Physician’s Order for 
services to the local social 
services district. A nurse 
from the attending agency 
then makes a home visit 
and determines whether 
the recipient can appro-
priately participate in the 
program. She recommends 
the amount, frequency, and 
duration of services. The 
assistant will not be paid 
for more than the number 
of hours the assessor deter-
mines. However, if you feel 
your loved one needs more 
care, you can request a 
“Fair Hearing” by contact-
ing New York State Office 
of Temporary Assistance.

Consumer Directed Pa-
tient Assistance Program 
has developed a series of 
webinars that explain the 
program and interview par-
ticipants in the program. 
For more information on 
the program or to listen to 
a pre-recorded webinar on 
the program, visit www.
CDPAANYS.org.

Concerned about an ag-
ing parent or loved one? For 
a free report “Four questions 
to ask about home care” go to 
www.joannaleefer.com, the 
website of Eldercare Expert, 
Joanna Leefer, whose book, 
“Eldercare Basics,” will be 
available in spring, 2013.

A TIMESLEDGER SPECIAL SECTION AUGUST 9-15, 2012

FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR ELDERLY FAMILY CAREFUNDING AVAILABLE FOR ELDERLY FAMILY CARE
State programs provide money for home assistance to eligible applicants or caregivers
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ELDERCARE TODAY

Prostate cancer is the 
most common non-skin 
cancer in America — and 
the older you are, the more 
likely you are to be diag-
nosed with this serious dis-
ease.

“There is good news for 
those who want to take con-
trol of their risk,” says Dan 
Zenka, senior vice presi-
dent of Communication at 
the Prostate Cancer Foun-
dation. “Recent research 
shows that eating right can 
help decrease the chance of 
developing prostate cancer, 
reduce the likelihood of re-
currence, and slow the pro-
gression of the disease.”

Here are 10 nutrition 
tips for men to stay healthy 
as they age:

• Avoid “empty” calories 
by eliminating junk food. 
Snack on fruits, vegetables, 
and nuts instead. Swap out 

soda and opt for water or 
natural juices.

• Rely on herbs, spices, 
and garlic for fl avor, not 
sugar, salt, and fat.

• While fat is a necessary 
component of a healthy 
diet, limit the amount you 
consume from red meat 
and dairy. Avocados, ol-
ives, nuts, seeds, and tofu 
are healthy sources of fat. 
Trans fatty acids found in 
margarine, however, should 
be avoided.

• Avoid taking more than 
1,500 mg of calcium per 
day. Skip the supplements 
and consume your calcium 
from leafy green vegetables, 
beans, and fi sh.

• Eat more fi sh. Evidence 
from several studies sug-
gests that fi sh can help pro-
tect against prostate cancer 
because they contain “good 
fat,” particularly omega-3 

fatty acids.
• A lack of vegetables in 

the diet is a risk factor for 
aggressive prostate cancer. 
Vegetables in the broccoli-
family are especially bene-
fi cial. Use olive oil for cook-
ing for a maximum health 
benefi t.

• Avoid over-supplemen-
tation with megavitamins. 
Too many vitamins, espe-
cially folate, may “fuel the 
cancer,” and while a mul-
tivitamin is not likely to 
be harmful, if you follow 
a healthy diet with lots of 
fruits, vegetables, whole 
grains, fi sh, and healthy 
oils, you likely won’t even 
need a multivitamin.

• Marinate meat and 
turn it frequently to prevent 
charring. Charred meat of 
any type can produce car-
cinogens. Alternatively, get 
your protein from vegetar-

ian sources.
• No matter how sound 

your diet is, regular ex-
ercise is its perfect pair. 
Recent research has sug-
gested that exercise may be 
one of the best natural an-
tioxidants, eliminating in-
fl ammatory molecules that 
drive cancer.

• While eating well and 
exercising may make a dif-
ference in the long run, it 
doesn’t always eliminate 
your risk of having prostate 
cancer. Start talking to your 
doctor about your prostate 
health and remember to get 
a prostate screening during 
your annual physical.

Cutting out your favor-
ite foods may seem tough at 
fi rst, but there are delicious 
ways to enjoy foods that are 
good for you. 

Nutrition and wellness 
go hand-in-hand. Taking 

control of what you put into 
your body is a great fi rst 
step toward reducing your 

risk for prostate cancer and 
other dangerous diseases.

NUTRITION TIPS FOR BATTLING 
FUTURE PROSTATE ISSUES

Prostate cancer is the most common non-skin cancer in America‚ 
and the older you are, the more likely you are to be diagnosed with 
this serious disease. Greg Vote

Many people might 
choose a nice, hot day over 
a blustery, cold afternoon. 
However, excessively hot 
days can not only feel un-
comfortable, but they can 
also prove life-threatening. 
Elderly men and women, in 
particular, are susceptible 
to the effects of hot tempera-
tures.

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, people ages 65 
and older are more prone 
to heat stroke and heat-
related stress than those of 
other ages. Seniors’ bodies 
are not able to adjust to sud-
den changes in tempera-
ture as quickly as younger 
people’s. A chronic condi-
tion that affects the body’s 
response to heat, as well as 
taking certain prescription 
medications also may play 
a role in seniors’ suscepti-
bility to the heat.

The City of Sacramen-
to Department of Parks and 
Recreation says that around 
370 deaths from heat-relat-
ed illnesses occur across 
the United States each year. 

Nearly half of those deaths 
are people who are 65 and 
older. Prolonged heat expo-
sure can take quite a toll on 
the average person. Factor 
in the more delicate health 
of many seniors, and the 
hot weather can be quite 

dangerous.
Further compounding 

the problem are higher en-
ergy costs. Seniors living 
on fixed incomes may not 
be able to afford to turn on 
air conditioners because of 
the power draw.

There are different 
types of heat-related inju-
ries, though heat exhaus-
tion and heat stroke are 
the most common. Here 
are signs that a person may 
be experiencing one or the 
other.

HEAT EXHAUSTION
• weakness
• tiredness
• heavy sweating
• paleness
• dizziness
• nausea
• vomiting
• fainting
• fast, weak pulse rate
• headache
• fast and shallow 

breathing

HEAT STROKE
• extremely high body 

temperature (over 105 F)
• red, hot and dry skin
• absence of sweat
• throbbing headache
• dizziness
• nausea

WHAT TO DO
Friends or family mem-

bers should check in with 
an elderly relative when the 
weather is especially warm 
to ensure she is safely han-
dling the heat.

In addition, people of 
all ages can take the follow-
ing precautions to keep cool 
when the temperatures rise.

• Drink cool, nonalco-
holic beverages. Water and 
diluted fruit juices can help 
rehydrate the body quickly.

• Restrict physical ac-
tivity.

• Take a cool shower or 
bath or wipe yourself down 
with a damp cloth.

• Seek an air-condi-
tioned environment. For 
those who won’t or can’t 
turn on the air condition-
ing, visit a shopping mall or 
library to keep cool. Some 
towns and cities also make 
cooling centers available in 
extreme heat.

• Wear lightweight 
clothing.

• Try to remain indoors 
during the hottest hours of 
the day.

• Wear hats or use an 
umbrella to shield your 
head from sunshine out-
doors.

• Eat cool foods, but 
avoid extremely cold foods. 
Otherwise you risk the 
chance of developing stom-
ach cramps.

Elderly are especially susceptible to the heat

Check on an elderly friend or family member at least twice a day to ensure that she is not experiencing 
symptoms of heat exhaustion or heat stroke.
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Parker Jewish Institute for  
Health Care & Rehabilitation –  

Where Excellence Is the Standard

From its begin-
nings in 1907 
as a shelter 

for homeless elderly, 
Parker Jewish Insti-
tute has evolved into 
an internationally 
recognized center of 
health care and reha-
bilitation for adults. 
Parker provides post-
acute and sub-acute 
care, short-term reha-
bilitation, long-term 
care, and a network 
of community health 
programs to more 
than 7,000 adults each 
year. The Institute 
is also among the re-
gion’s leaders in the 
teaching of geriatric 
health care profes-
sionals as well as geri-
atric research.

An independent 
527-bed, not-for-profit 
institution, Parker 
offers the most com-
passionate long-term 
(nursing home) care, 
distinguished by 
the highest levels of 
skilled nursing, com-
prehensive  medical 
services, professional 
social work services, 
therapeutic recre-
ation, and an on-site 

pharmacy. Parker is 
at the vanguard of 
patient-centered cul-
ture change and the 
introduction of new 
technology to long-
term care.

In the mid 1980s, 
Parker was the na-
tional pioneer in re-
storative therapy for 
older adults. Today’s 
Parker is New York’s 
most active post-acute 
and sub-acute care 
center for older adults. 
Its specialized reha-
bilitation programs 
serve adults recover-
ing from the broad 
range of surgical pro-
cedures, stroke, am-
putation, injuries and 
illness. Some 1,300 
men and women are 
discharged to home, 
family and commu-
nity annually from 
the Institute’s short-
term rehabilitation 
programs.

An integral part of 
its continuum of care, 
Parker’s community 
health programs in-
clude medical model 
adult day health care, 
a social model Al-
zheimer center, long-

term home health 
care, and community 
hospice. These com-
munity health pro-
grams help adults 

avoid institutional-
ization and remain 
where they most want 
to be – in the comfort 
of their homes, in 
their communities, 
with their families 
and friends.

In 1975, Parker es-
tablished the first 
Geriatric Fellowship 
Program in the na-
tion, and continues 
to be one of the lead-
ers in the training of 
geriatric health care 

professionals. The 
institute is a Geriat-
ric Teaching Affili-
ate of Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine, 

Long Island Jewish 
Medical Center, New 
York College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine, and 
Winthrop University 
Hospital, as well as a 
Clinical Affiliate of 
the North Shore-LIJ 
Health System. Park-
er’s Nerken Center for 
Research and Grants 
is conducting studies 
related to Alzheim-
er’s disease and asso-
ciated dementia, ane-
mia, depression, flu, 

osteoporosis, Neuro-
genic Orthostatic Hy-
potension, palliative 
care, health informa-
tion technology, and 
many other emerging 
issues of aging.

Located on Park-
er’s lobby level is 
the Queens-Long Is-
land Renal Institute, 
Inc., a state-of-the-art 
chronic hemodialysis 
center that serves pa-
tients and residents 
of Parker, as well as 
residents of Long Is-
land and New York 
City. Lakeville Am-
bulette Transporta-
tion, LLC transports 
Parker’s patients and 
residents, as well as 
adults in New York 
City and Long Island, 
to medical appoint-
ments and related 
destinations. 

For further informa-
tion, you are invited 
to call Parker’s Pub-
lic Affairs Office, at 
(718) 289-2251, e-mail 
rshafran@parkerin-
stitute.org, visit www.
parkerinstitute.org, or 
see Parker’s page on 
Facebook.
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M Now, there’s daily relief for

Alzheimer’s caregivers.
As much or as little as needed.

At your service, 7 am to 7 pm, six days a week.

The Alzheimer’s Day Care Program provides caregivers

with time for self-care needs, other family responsibilities,

or work obligations.The highly experienced professional

staff offer caregivers “Flexible Drop-In Service” for people 

at all stages of dementia.

Parker’s Alzheimer’s Day Care Program is available 

Monday through Saturday and schedules can be 

individually customized.No minimum or maximum 

number of hours are required.

• A beautiful, safe, home-like environment. 

• Programs that address memory loss and daily 

living skills. 

• A broad range of supervised activities. 

• Bathing, grooming and personal care. 

• Excellent hot meals. 

• Assistance with eating disorders. 

• Family guidance and support groups. 

• Transportation available.

• Special Saturday evening “dinner and a movie” session.

The Alzheimer’s Day Care Program
at

Parker Jewish Institute for
Health Care & Rehabilitation

718-289-2105 or
516-247-6500, ext. 2105

Where Excellence Is the Standard

271-11 76th Avenue  •  New Hyde Park, NY 11040-1433
www.parkerinstitute.org
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NOTICE OF DISTRICTING COMMISSION HEARINGS 
FROM AUGUST 13, 2012 TO AUGUST 23, 2012 

 

The NYC Districting Commission will hold five public hearings from August 13, 
2012 to August 23, 2012. These hearings are open to the public. The purpose 
of these hearings is for the NYC Districting Commission to hear testimony from 
the public concerning the initial phases of its work in drafting a new districting 
plan for the New York City Council. Individuals wishing to pre-register for 
speaking time or to submit written testimony in advance may do so by signing 
up online at http://www.nyc.gov/districting. Individuals wishing to speak at any 
hearing will be provided up to three minutes of speaking time. 
 

 
 

BROOKLYN   
Monday, August 13th 

5PM - 9PM 

 
 

Brooklyn Borough Hall 
209 Joralemon street 
New York, NY 11209 
 

 
 

MANHATTAN 
Thursday, August 16th 

5PM - 9PM 

 
 

New York Law School 
185 West Broadway 
New York, NY 10013 
 

 
 

STATEN ISLAND 
Monday, August 20th 

5PM - 9PM 

 
 

Staten Island Borough Hall 
10 Richmond Terrace 
Staten Island, NY 10301 
 

 
 

QUEENS 
Tuesday, August 21st 

5PM - 9PM 

 
 

Queens Library at Flushing 
41-17 Main Street 
Flushing, NY 11355 
 

 
 

BRONX 
Thursday, August 23rd 

5PM - 9PM 

 
 

Lehman College 
250 Bedford Park Boulevard West 
East Dining Room, Music Building 
Bronx, NY 10468 
      

Prior to the hearings, you may submit written comments to the NYC Districting 
Commission by mail to: 

NYC Districting Commission 
Attn: Jonathan Ettricks 

 253 Broadway, 7th Fl., New York, NY  10007 
or by email to: hearings@districting.nyc.gov 

on or before 5:00 P.M. on the date of the hearing. Please indicate in your 
correspondence the date of the hearing for which you are submitting your 
comments. 
 

NOTE: The hearing locations are accessible to those with physical 
disabilities. Individuals requesting an interpreter for sign language or 
any other language at any hearing should contact the NYC Districting 
Commission at hearings@districting.nyc.gov or by calling 212-442-0256 
five days in advance of the hearing, and reasonable efforts will be made 
to accommodate such requests. 

Long Island Tomahawks youth football returns to Queens
Lifelong Bellerose coach joins with dedicated alumni to bring unique brand of play back to area

BY PHIL CORSO

The fullbacks, half-
backs and quarterbacks 
seem to be making a come-
back.

A group of northeast 
Queens football coaches 
said they were working to 
bring youth football back 
to the young and aspir-
ing players in Little Neck, 

Queens Village and Fresh 
Meadows.

After almost 10 years, 
the Long Island Toma-
hawks youth football or-
ganization is returning 
and recruiting players for 
the upcoming season, the 
group said.

And according to the 
coaches working to revive 
the team, they are not do-

ing this to look back but in-
stead to blitz ahead.

“We don’t want to just 
relive our glory days,” said 
Steve Digilio, the Toma-
hawks’ coach and organiz-
er. “We are just trying to 
give back to the kids.”

The Long Island Tom-
ahawks, initially estab-
lished in the 1950s, became 
defunct as the group ap-

proached the early ’90s and 
participation dwindled. 
With a motto of “Never die 
easy,” Digilio and some 
Tomahawks alumni or-
chestrated the team’s first 
comeback in 2003, which 
also fizzled out by the fol-
lowing year.

“It takes a lot to get 
something going and to 
keep it going,” Digilio said.

But what makes this 
comeback different, Digilio 
said, was experience and 
dedication to bring a spe-
cial skills set of football to 
Queens’ kids. In an area 
where youth football is 
scarcely available with the 
only other youth football 
leagues in Jamaica, Bay-
side and Ridgewood, Digilio 
said the Long Island Toma-
hawks offer a unique level 
of discipline in its coaching 
approach.

Often, Digilio said, the 
coaches would join in on 
the training and be battling 
alongside the players dur-
ing workouts in the team’s 
previous revival in 2003.

“Our kids are always 
learning,” Digilio said. “It 
isn’t about how big and how 
fast and how strong you 
might play. It’s about how 
smart you are on the field.”

Helping Digilio bring 
back the Tomahawks are 

former players and par-
ticipants Tyrone Stith and 
Wayne Deleston. Stith, who 
also works with the Youth 
Sports Network covering 
local community leagues, 
wrote on the Tomahawks’ 
online guest book solicit-
ing interest in reviving the 
team.

“I am constantly asked 
about the hole in youth 
football in Queens Village,” 
Stith said. “There is a need 
for a youth football organi-
zation in the Queens Vil-
lage, Hollis and Bellerose 
area.”

The Long Island Tom-
ahawks’ current home field 
is at Alley Pond Park in 
Bellerose and the organiza-
tion is currently working 
to form teams for the fall 
season from ages 8 to 17. 
Interested athletes can call 
646-465-3743 for more in-
formation or email litoma-
hawks@yahoo.com.

face
angel

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org

That's why we cover kids with quality, affordable 
health insurance through Child Health Plus,

a New York State-sponsored health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care.

•  If your child needs health insurance, Fidelis Care can help.
•  Almost every child up to age 19 in New York State is eligible!
•  And, we help members keep their health insurance each year.

To Fidelis Care, every child is an angel.

Quality Health Coverage. It’s Our Mission.
Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they 

can enroll in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage. 
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Con Edison’s Outage Map 
puts knowledge in your hands. 

On your smartphone or online, 

the Outage Map shows you when 

your power will be restored.

At conEd.com

LEARN MORE
facebook.com/powerofgreen

Enter your address for a status report.

©
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KNOWLEDGE IS POWER. PASS IT ON.

1010902A1_CE_Summer_9.75x11_CNG Papers.indd   1 6/12/12   6:24 PM
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LATE PAGE

Starting at 

3695

1995

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!

Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

NO
SALES
TAX!

BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

MADE UP TO 32” X18”
Y INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

NO
TAX$159

$179
No Min. Req.

NOW

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•20 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS

$
$ 18992099

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

CUSTOM
FULL

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

Reg $389.00

FREE in Home
Estimates

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

SAVE THIS AD

You Pay 
NO 

SALES
TAX

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

Sale Prices Valid August 1st through August 31st

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

www.uwds.com
(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510•(914) 358-9650•(718) 362-5222

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-22934-H-10 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 (888) 631-2131

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD BROOKLYN•QUEENS
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

ROOFING SIDING

22

3695

1995

0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

20% Off
purchase

or

•

599
GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

189$
Energy Star Windows

SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

349

STORM
DOORS

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX

Now

TOP
UALITY!Q

COUPON

•Tempered Glass

•Screen

•Custom Hardware

•Custom Hinges

•White Only

Any Size

Other Models

Available

Starting at 

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

20% off
based on 

$3.00
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

TL
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Job market and workforce dynamics 
have changed dramatically over the past 
few years. A gloomy economy has turned 
everything upside down — a real game-
changer for Queens’ undergraduate college 
students who struggle with choosing majors 
they hope will yield viable career harvests 
after graduation.

As many of their graduating peers 
enter an arid employment terrain finding 
themselves underemployed, working for 
companies longterm as unpaid interns or 
going back to school, the mounting burden 
of tuition debt creates an unsustainable and 
frustrating situation for which there seems 
to be no immediate solution.

So, it’s surprising when you find out 
that, according to results of the National 
Association of Colleges and Employers 2012 
Student Survey, the current graduating 
class outpaced last year’s in terms of job of-
fers: 44.2 percent of those who applied for a 
job received an offer vs. 41.4 percent of 2011 
graduates.

In light of this challenging job market, 
what are some “hot” undergraduate majors 
offered by a sampling of Queens colleges?

Healthcare jobs are in high demand 
these days, so health and science majors are 
popular at CUNY’s York College in Jamai-
ca, according to Laura Bruno, associate 

director of admissions. ”York 
students enjoy personalized at-
tention, dedicated faculty, vast 
opportunities for experiential 
learning and research,” she says.

Bruno says the following majors 
are popular among employers today:

• Nursing — York offers two 
tracks (Registered Nurse to Bachelor of 
Science programs plus a full Bachelor’s in 
Nursing program)

• Occupational Therapy (combined 
BS/MS program)

• Pharmaceutical Science (York is 
home to the FDA’s only Northeast Regional 
lab; these students take full advantage of 
this unique partnership through research 
and internships)

• Physician Assistant 
• Communications Technology
• Aviation Management
• Biotechnology (An interdisciplin-

ary major designed to provide academ-
ic, laboratory and research experi-
ence in biomedical science).

Nursing, science majors 
hottest for jobseekers

Continued on Page 31



 EDU
CA

TI
ON

 • 
TIM

ES
LE

DG
ER

, A
UG

. 9
–1

5,
 2

01
2 

26

 TL 

Discover your 
true potential at
LIU Brooklyn.

Learn about our over 200 undergraduate 
and graduate programs and tour our 
beautiful 11-acre campus located in the 
heart of Downtown Brooklyn.

For more information about our upcoming
express decision week, campus tours 
and information sessions please 
visit liu.edu/brooklyn/visit

liu.edu/brooklyn
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

How are Queens’ col-
lege students getting ready 
for a brave but complex 
new world?

In a recent National 
Association of Colleges 
and Employers poll, un-
derclass seniors were 
asked: Do college students 
have realistic expectations 
about the job market? 92 
percent said “No.”

Students should be-
come proactive by getting 
involved with academic 
and research opportuni-
ties, organizations and 
the local community; net-
working with peers and 
professors; developing a 
solid work ethic and com-
munication/problem-solv-
ing skills.

Queens colleges are 
doing their share to pre-
pare students for the real 
world: Counseling them 
on which career path they 
should choose; helping 
with resumes, cover let-

ters, interview etiquette; 
and exposing them to vari-
ous industries through 
internship placement, 
hosting on-campus career 
expos, inviting profession-

als to mentor.
Tes Asfaw, director of 

the Office of Career Devel-
opment & Internships at 
Queens College in Flush-
ing, knows the skills and 

attributes that are in high 
demand by employers: “An 
ability to work in a team 
structure, to verbally com-
municate inside and out-
side of the organization, 

to make decisions and 
solve problems, to obtain 
and process information, 
and to plan and prioritize 
work.

“Internships, which 
is where students acquire 
many of these skills, 
have become very popu-
lar, both with employers 
and students,” she said. 
“Whatever their majors, 
we encourage students to 
seriously consider some 
form of experiential learn-
ing, such as internships to 
help them acquire these 
critical skills, so they are 
better prepared for the 
challenges of the market.” 

A student’s view
Currently majoring 

in biotechnology, Robert 
W. Fernandez, 22, lives 
near York College in Ja-
maica. “My internship 
takes place at Princeton 
University, where I’m part 
of the Summer Undergrad-
uate Research Program in 
Molecular and Quantita-

tive and Computational 
Biology (in which only 15 
visiting students where 
accepted).”

This program pre-
pares students for a sci-
ence career by providing 
hands-on lab experience 
and mentoring by top sci-
entists.

After graduating, Fer-
nandez plans on getting 
his Ph.D. in molecular bi-
ology, and said he will feel 
well-prepared for the task 
of conducting research at 
a fast-paced biotech com-
pany or top academic in-
stitution.

Given the current job 
market, he strongly sug-
gests that more students 
major and get degrees in 
the sciences, as this field 
continues to progress: 
“There will be more of a 
demand for scientists to 
tackle interesting issues 
at the molecular and de-
velopmental level,” Fer-

Check up on deadlines for classes, internships

Adrian Gonzalez decorated his cap.

Continued on Page 32

FALL ADMISSION 
IS STILL POSSIBLE IN 
A NUMBER OF AREAS

APPLY BY  
AUGUST 9

300 Jay Street  Brooklyn, NY11201

Apply on Campus: The Admission Office  300 Jay Street, NG-17  Brooklyn

Call: 718.260.5050 Website: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission
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BY ALEX PALMER

Starting a new career 
often means learning a 
few new things. Whether 
it’s a certification pro-
gram, four-year degree or 
an online course that can 
be done in one’s pajamas, 
there are a number of flex-
ible and affordable educa-
tion options available to 
Queens residents looking 
to change careers or jump-
start their current one.

Queensborough Com-
munity College, for exam-
ple, provides professional 
development courses in 
areas such as bookkeeping 
and accounting, as well as 
more creative fields includ-
ing interior design and 
graphic development and 
Web design. Even training 
in pest control is available 
at Queensborough’s con-
tinuing education school, 
which is holding its Fall 
2012 Open House on Sept. 
8.

In part because of 

the changes being imple-
mented by the Affordable 
Care Act, the healthcare 
industry has proven to be 
a rich area for new jobs. 
But while medical school 
might be too costly and 
time-consuming for many 

people looking for a job 
change, there are a num-
ber of other opportunities 
available to Queens resi-
dents.

York College in Ja-
maica offers a variety of 
allied health courses and 

certificates. The college 
offers four-year degree 
programs in nursing, but 
also shorter-term phlebot-
omy, medical technology, 
pharmacy technician, and 
physician’s assistant pro-
grams, ranging from one 

to six months, to a year 
or more. Some of the pro-
grams, such as a clinical 
medical technician pro-
gram, include externships 
— which are similar to 
internships only usually 
brief visits to professions 
of interest lasting only a 
few days to a few weeks — 
that can take an additional 
six to nine months.

“A lot of our students 
don’t necessarily want 
to do a full four-year pro-
gram, they want to explore 
the health field, so this is 
the thing that’s short-term 
and affordable and gets 
their foot in the door,” says 
Raaya Lewis, associate di-
rector of continuing and 
professional education at 
York College.

The continuing edu-
cation group works to 
keep up with new develop-
ments in the health field 
to be sure they are provid-
ing education for where 
the jobs are. Recently, the 
school introduced an on-

line medical transcription 
program where those en-
rolled actually work from 
home.

“We’ve done our due 
diligence and found that 
there are legitimate jobs 
in this area,” says Cynthia 
Murphy, executive direc-
tor of York College’s con-
tinuing and professional 
education school. “The 
training is online because 
the career is online.”

Elizabeth O’Connell, 
career counselor at 
Queens College’s has also 
seen a lot of growth in the 
healthcare industry, and a 
dropping off in available 
jobs in education.

“We are seeing a sig-
nificant push for presen-
tation and writing skills,” 
she adds.

O’Connell primar-
ily works with current 
full-time undergraduates, 
providing internships, 
part-time jobs, and career 

Officials (l.-r.) York College President Marcia Keizs; CUNY Vice Chancellor Iris Wienshall; Timothy 
James, a representative for state Sen. Shirley Huntley; Councilman Ruben Wills and nursing professor 
Emily Davidson check the vital signs of “Harvey,” one of more than 20 mannequin patients with life-
like symptom responses. The mannequins are used to help students in the program with making pa-
tient diagnoses. Photo courtesy York College

Online, short-term classes ideal for career-changers

Continued on Page 32

Each year, thousands of students attend 
colleges and universities across the coun-
try. These students choose schools for a 
number of reasons, including whether the 
school is commuter-based or offers on-cam-
pus living.

There are advantages and disadvantages 
to both scenarios. Explore the benefi ts and 
downfalls of living arrangements before a 
decision is made.

Dorm living
College is oftentimes a young adult’s fi rst 

step toward independence. Before heading 
off to college, kids are typically housed, fed 
and clothed entirely by their parents. The 
rules of the household would have to be 
met, and there may have been little room 
for personal space.

College students are responsible for their 
own meals, scheduling and basic care. Par-
ents are not around to cater to their child’s 
every need, and kids also have the freedom 
to choose their own friends.

While dorm living is advantageous to 
some, it can be diffi cult for others to adapt. 
Those who are not self-regulated may fi nd 
that not having an authority fi gure around 
causes them to become lax in their stud-
ies and overall demeanor. They may spend 
more time socializing than focusing on ed-
ucation. They also may learn a hard lesson 

about managing fi nances.
Dorm living is also costly. There will 

be extra expenses for dorm rental, fur-
nishings, food and other necessities. Also, 
roommates are common at most dormito-
ries, and there’s no guarantee that room-
mates will prove compatible.

Living on campus can also instill feel-
ings of isolation and homesickness in some 
students. Such students often miss the sup-
port system of home and have trouble adapt-
ing to their new surroundings.

Commuting
Commuting to school has advantages as 

well, most notably the fi nancial benefi ts. 
Students and their families won’t have to 
pay extra for a dorm room or apartment by 
the school, and they can still enjoy meals at 
home and the conveniences of home life.

Commuter schools are generally located 
in cities or towns with higher populations 
and means of transportation to get to the 
school. Attending this type of school means 
students are not restricted to on-campus 
activities or school functions. Students can 
come and go as they please and still have 
their “outside of school” life that they may 
be used to.

Comfort is also a benefi t many stu-
dents enjoy when commuting to school. 
Commuter students can study in the quiet 

of their own room and not be subjected to 
the sounds and events going on around the 
dorm. Students also don’t have to share a 
space with a roommate or wonder about 
safety issues for on-campus living.

However, many argue that commuter 
schools don’t offer the same college experi-
ence as ones where students live away from 
home. When commuting to school, students 
are typically still living at home. Those 
still living at home are governed by par-
ents’ rules and regulations and may not feel 
as independent as their on-campus coun-
terparts. Also, commuters often don’t feel 
the same involvement in the campus com-
munity as those who live on campus. When 
faced with attending pep rallies, sports 
games or campus events, commuters might 
be less likely to partake in these activities.

Commuting to school also requires stu-
dents to factor the time it takes to get to 
and from the campus into their schedule, a 
consideration for students who are not used 
to commuting. Those without a vehicle of 
their own might fi nd the commute espe-
cially diffi cult and time-consuming.

Commuter schools and full-service cam-
puses can each provide a quality education 
as well as distinct advantages and disad-
vantages, depending upon the student. Stu-
dents should keep these factors in mind 
when choosing their university or college. 

Differences in commuter schools and dorm living

Commuter schools and full-service campuses 
can each provide a quality education as well as 
distinct advantages and disadvantages, depend-
ing upon the student.
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How do you hook stu-
dents on technological ca-
reers while ensuring they 
have the fundamentals to 
succeed in rapidly chang-
ing industries?

With this question in 
mind, New York City Col-
lege of Technology (City 
Tech) has set up a “Fuse 
Lab” for students earn-
ing associate degrees in 
architectural technology, 
construction management 
technology, and civil engi-
neering technology. 

The project, which is 
transforming the way these 
subjects are taught at City 
Tech, has been launched 
with the support of an 
$877,322 three-year grant 
from the National Science 
F ou n d at io n – A dv a nc e d 
Technological Education 
program.

Instead of engaging in 
hypothetical scenarios, stu-
dents learn new technolo-
gies through immediate 
application to projects they 
are developing in their con-

tent courses. Students from 
different disciplines come 
together using state-of-the-
art computational tools to 
work on real-world prob-
lems.

The Fuse Lab is support-
ing the development of new 
courses and tutorials in the 
key areas of building infor-
mation modeling, sustain-
ability or “green” technol-
ogy, and digital fabrication. 
Projects and assignments 
will be continuously 
tweaked for workplace rele-
vance in collaboration with 
project advisors and indus-
try partners.

For example, students 
in second-year architec-
tural technology and civil 
engineering technology 
courses will work together 
on the design of steel frame 
structural components for 
buildings designed in ar-
chitectural studios. Utiliz-
ing powerful computational 
tools for 3D modeling and 
analysis, team members 
can immediately see the 

consequences of a given ar-
chitectural or engineering 
decision in a collaborative 
process that mirrors the 
21st century workplace. 

“Technological ad-

vances in these industries 
are encouraging the ‘fu-
sion’ of architecture, engi-
neering, and construction 
teams in today’s workplace 
by allowing real time, con-

tinuous collaboration that 
was never before possible,” 
says Shelley Smith, City 
Tech’s architectural tech-
nology department chair 
and the project’s director. 

“We want to prepare our 
students to meet the chal-
lenges today and give them 
a foundation for future de-

Grant enables City Tech to establish Fuse Lab

City Tech Fuse Lab faculty and staff participants include (from left): Marie Segares, Gerarda Shields, Huseyin Yuce, Shelley E. Smith, Sanjive 
Vaidya, Claudia Hernandez, Anne Leonhardt, and Brian Ringley.  Photo by Crystal Huang

Continued on Page 32
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Choosing a major is often 
met with trepidation. College 
students may feel pressured 
to choose a major when they 
are less than certain about 
what they want to study. Ma-
jors aren’t set in stone and 
students have the opportu-
nity to switch concentrations 
if their original choice isn’t 
the right fi t.

Perhaps now more than 
ever, there is pressure on stu-
dents to pick the right college 
major. In this weak economy, 
experts are touting advice on 
choosing a major that gives 
students the best chance of 
fi nding a job after gradua-
tion. The National Center for 
Education Statistics says that 
from 2007 to 2008, the most 
popular majors were busi-
ness, social sciences, history, 
and education. According to 
Capital University, students 
usually have so many inter-
ests that they have diffi culty 
narrowing their choices. 
Their fi rst inclination is not 
to declare a major and wait to 
see if they fi nd their niche.

In general, two out of 
every three university stu-
dents change majors at least 
once. This should give hope 
to students who feel they 
need a chance. Here are 
some tips that should help 
with the process.

• Wait to declare. Many 
educators advise waiting a 
semester or two before de-
claring a major. Take a va-
riety of elective courses and 
general education classes 
that will fi t degree require-
ments, regardless of major. 
A guidance counselor or 
adviser can help undecided 
students choose courses that 
might help them fi nd an area 
of study.

• Take an assessment 
test. The career or guid-
ance offi ce may offer some 
of the standardized tools to 
help students fi nd an area 
of concentration. The My-
ers-Briggs Type Indicator 
and the Campbell Interest 
and Skill Survey are two re-
sources students use to iden-
tify strengths and potential 
paths of study.

• Do your research. If 
you’re considering a new 
major, talk to your adviser 
about what will be required 
of that new major, including 
classes and other course-

work. You can also talk to 
students currently studying 
under that major. Knowing 
what to expect beforehand 
can make the decision-mak-
ing process a little easier.

• Talk to the dean. 
Many colleges and univer-
sities have deans or advis-
ers in charge of students in 
certain majors. They will 
know the courses required 
for a degree. Switching ma-
jors may involve taking or 
re-taking some courses that 
will fi t with the new major. 
It may also mean that some 
courses that were taken can-
not be applied to the new ma-
jor. This can result in hav-
ing to take more classes one 
semester or taking an extra 
semester to graduate.

• Consider fi nances. 
Taking different classes or 
stretching out your college 
career an additional semes-
ter might cost more money. 
Be sure that the fi nances are 
there, whether personally 
provided or funded through 
fi nancial aid.

• Assess whether your 
major truly matters. Many 
liberal arts or general stud-
ies majors are applicable 
in many fi elds. Therefore, 
switching majors may not 

even be necessary. Think 
about continuing with a cur-
rent major and then concen-
trate or minor in something 
more specifi c.

• Determine if you re-
ally need to switch ma-
jors. Sometimes the decision 
to switch majors is made for 
you. If you are having diffi -
culty keeping up in class or 
fi nd the courses really do not 
interest you, it may be time 
to change. Failing grades 
can impact grade point aver-
age. Dropping a class — or a 
major — is a way to redeem 
yourself.

• Consider a double ma-
jor. Students who ultimately 
cannot decide can choose to 
double major. This may look 
good on a resume and show 
potential employers that 
you are not afraid of work. 
It also enables you to study 
two different subjects in de-
tail. Keep in mind that dou-
ble majors will mean a lot of 
extra work and may delay 
graduation so that you can 
get all the credits needed.

Choosing a major is sel-
dom an easy decision. Rest 
assured that if the fi rst 
choice isn’t ideal, students 
can switch majors success-
fully with few obstacles. 

Factors to consider when switching degree major
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Really ‘hot’ majors
Most likely to receive offers 

from future employers, and the 
fields with the highest-paying 
jobs are: accounting, mechani-
cal and electrical engineering, 
computer science, economics (fi-
nance), and business administra-
tion, according to the new NACE 
survey, based on polling 244 ma-
jor employers.

 NACE’s 2012 Student Survey 
was conducted in mid-January 
through April 30. Nearly 48,000 
college students nationwide, 
including 15,715 seniors at the 
bachelor’s degree level, took part 
in the survey. A report based on 
results from graduating seniors 
will be available this summer.

Is it any wonder then that 
in our high-tech, information-
based society increasing num-
bers of undergraduate students 
are learning science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics, 
as these fields become the most 
popular?

That said, here are some in-
teresting facts:

• Overall, Class of 2012 

grads would most likely begin 
their careers in government, ac-
cording to NACE.

• General studies majors 
currently are the highest paid 
among liberal arts grads, said 
NACE survey results

• Of Bachelors of Arts 
grads from the Class of 2011, 
top pay went to finance majors 
who got management jobs with 
banks.

A student’s view
Kobi Wasner,21, of Forest 

Hills graduated with a double 
major in neuroscience and biolo-
gy, and psychology from CUNY’s 
Queens College in Flushing in 
May. His reaction to the real-
ity of the current job market is, 
“There is really no point in rush-
ing to leave school to find work 
now because there isn’t anything 
out there to help you support 
yourself on your own, so you just 
keep enrolling.”

He will be starting his mas-
ter’s degree at Queens College in 
the fall, majoring in behavioral 
neuroscience.

In terms of a future career, 
Wasner has many options: “I can 

work with people or I can con-
tinue to do research with non-
human studies, or even go to the 
pharmaceutical industry… be-
come a doctor, psychiatrist, psy-
chologist, researcher, lab tech, 
etc.” This of course, comes with a 
price: more education. “I will ei-
ther have to go for my M.D., P.A., 
or Ph.D.,” he said. “If you want 
to be successful in the neurosci-
ence world, an M.A. will only get 
you so far.”

Oddly enough, a majority of 
his friends are looking to become 
teachers, which he finds interest-
ing, considering the hiring freez-
es and lack of teaching jobs.

Vincent J. Angrisani, ex-
ecutive director of Enrollment 
Management & Admissions at 
Queens College, shares a simi-
lar opinion: “The latest trend in 
majors has been everything but 
education (i.e. teaching). Most 
liberal arts programs have high 
enrollments, like psychology and 
speech pathology. Accounting is 
another area that was and still 
is a very popular major in this 
economy.”

For more information about 
courses/majors visit www.york.
cuny.ed and www.qc.cuny.eduDavid Orner, who graduated with a degree in neuroscience, wears mice ears on 

his cap to represent his past research with mice.
Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued from Page 25

Hottest jobs
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testing to Queens College 
students. While these 
are focused on current 
students pursuing a full-
time degree, the school’s 
Professional & Continu-
ing Studies provide 
courses and certification 
in health care, parale-
gal studies, and project 
management, as well as 
preparation for the Char-
tered Financial Analyst 
program.

Queens College’s of-
ferings also include the 
English Language Insti-
tute for those seeking to 
improve their command 
of English, as well as the 
Lifelong Learning Insti-
tute, providing courses 
that are several weeks 
long on everything from 
word processing to Alfred 
Hitchcock films.

O’Connell stresses 
that whatever one’s job 
experience and where 
they are looking to take 
their career, it is likely 

they have skills that can 
be transferred from one 
seemingly unrelated area 
to another.

“Maybe they volun-
teered or had a part-time 
job at a pharmacy for four 
or five years where they 

were managing a staff 
or training others,” says 
O’Connor. “I try to have 
them look deep into their 
job and see what they 
learned about themselves 
and what skills they de-
veloped.”

Continued from Page 28

Changers

Hogan Levermann of Ridgewood heads back to his seat after 
accepting his diploma in graphic design from Queensborough 
Community College. As an 101st Airborne Ranger in the Army, 
Levermann served as a dog runner in helicopters in Iraq when 
he was hit by shrapnel in the legs. Photo by Christina Santucci

velopments.”
The Fuse Lab grant is 

enabling faculty to develop 
curricula that both inte-
grates the teaching of archi-
tecture, engineering, and 
construction technologies 
and gives students a solid 
foundation in mathematics. 

“The City Tech archi-
tectural technology depart-
ment has moved away from 
teaching stand-alone com-
puter courses,” Smith ex-
plains. “When the technol-
ogy training is integrated, 
students learn the purpose, 
best use, and underlying 
principles of the technolo-
gies, and are therefore bet-
ter prepared and willing to 
learn and adapt when the 
next new innovation comes 
along.”   

The Fuse Lab encom-
passes the three disciplines 
of architecture, engineer-
ing, and construction man-
agement, but Smith em-
phasizes that “it was not 
our goal to create a new 
discipline from a fusion 
of the three.” Instead, she 
says, the three disciplines 
are fused into “an effective 
team approach in which 
each discipline maintains 
its distinct role.” Educators 
and practitioners involved 
in the Fuse Lab will be en-
gaged at every stage for 
input into the curriculum 
process, from development 
through assessment.

Smith describes the cur-
riculum as serving as “a 
model for other undergrad-
uate architecture, engi-
neering, and construction 

programs nationally,” one 
that will “produce students 
who can take advantage of 
and continually adapt to 
the fi elds’ rapidly evolving 
computational, construc-
tion, and sustainable tech-
nologies. The project will 
prepare students to be lead-
ers in their industries by 
giving them an advantage 
over their peers coming out 
of a more traditional cur-
riculum.”

The Fuse Lab project 

marks the second time 
since 2010 that City Tech 
has received a National Sci-
ence Foundation–Advanced 
Technological Education 
grant. The fi rst supports a 
Mechatronics Center that 
enables City Tech faculty 
members and students, as 
well as high school pupils, 
to participate in multidisci-
plinary engineering activi-
ties, such as robotics com-
petitions. 

Continued from Page 29

City Tech

Architectural Technology students Sittha Siriprakaisak, Ariel Mejia, 
and Brigitta Purnamasari at the recent Fuse Lab‚ Intersections‚ 
symposium held at City Tech.

nandez said. “Students 
should be well-prepared 
to work as lab techni-
cians or research associ-
ates. More job opportuni-
ties are available in the 
pharmaceutical industry; 
academic positions at in-
stitutions and jobs in the 
government sector.”

Direct admission ap-
plications for Fall 2012 at 
York will be considered 

through Aug. 7. Spring 
2013 deadline is Sept. 15.

LaGuardia Community 
College

“Allied health ma-
jors, including nursing, 
occupational and physical 
therapy are ‘hot,’ as well 
as our two new programs: 
Engineering and Crimi-
nal Justice,” said Randy 
Fader-Smith, associate di-
rector of public relations 
at LaGuardia Community 
College in Long Island 
City.

LaGuardia’s registra-
tion for Fall 2012 is closed. 
Spring 2013 deadline is 
Feb. 1.

Queens College
The following link 

provides more informa-
tion on the last days stu-
dents can take or drop 
courses this fall. (This ap-
plies to any course given at 
the college): 

http://www.qc.cuny.
edu/registrar/calendars/
Pages/Fal l 2 012 -Impor-
tantDates.aspx

Continued from Page 27
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

We always tell our audiences: “Welcome to 
Flushing Town Hall — you’re in The Jazz Capital of 
Queens,” says Clyde Bullard, producer of the Jazz 
Live! Series and other concerts presented there.

As the pre-eminent venue in Queens showcas-
ing world-class artists at an affordable price, the 
New York City historical landmark on Northern 
Boulevard celebrates its 150th anniversary this 
year.

It’s hard to believe that the historic building, 
built in 1862 during the Civil War, has transformed 
into a renowned multi-arts center, whose perfor-
mances have been reviewed by major newspapers 
and media outlets. Its jazz concerts won Village 
Voice’s Best Jazz Tour in New York City.

Not bad for a former multi-purpose building 
with humble beginnings. When it first opened its 
doors in 1864, the hall had little identity and func-
tioned as a municipal office building, a library, the 
Queens County Savings Bank, and a lecture and 
concert hall presenting light operas.

Following Flushing’s incorporation into the 
City of New York in 1898, the Romanesque Revival-
style building served as a courthouse from 1902 to 
the 1960s.

In December 1909, Flushing Courthouse made 
headlines throughout Gotham, as a scorned hus-
band, Captain Peter Hains Jr., and his brother, 
Thornton Jenkins Hains, a successful novelist were 
tried there for one of the most heinous murders in 
New York City history. Rumor had it that Peter’s 
lovely young bride was taking part in orgies with 
her husband’s friend, William Annis.

On Aug. 15, 1908 the idyllic coast of Little Neck 
Bay became a horrific crime scene when Peter Hains 
shot the unsuspecting lover eight times to settle the 
score, while his brother stood guard. The two then 
calmly waited for the police.

Jurors convicted Captain Hains despite his 
lawyer’s outrageous “Dementia Americana” claim, 
based on “the unwritten law” — apparently, this 
madness overtook American husbands just long 
enough for them to take revenge upon their wives’ 
lovers. Thornton was acquitted.

Continued on Page 36

The Flushing Town Hall celebrates The Flushing Town Hall celebrates 
milestone and carries on great milestone and carries on great 
legacy into a modern eralegacy into a modern era

At one point in the 1970s, the 
Flushing Town Hall served as a 
supper club, with diners seated 
on the hall’s front porch. 

Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall
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Answers in Sports

Hall members mark 150 years with expression
BY ALEX PALMER

As it commemorates 
its 150th birthday, Flushing 
Town Hall has gotten its 
artist members joining in 
on the celebrating. Dozens 
of members of the Flushing 
Council on Culture and the 
Arts, which operates the 
Town Hall, have contrib-
uted works to this year’s 
members’ exhibition, all 
tied to the theme of “cel-
ebration.”

Each year, visual art-
ists who are part of the 
Council are invited to show-
case their work based on a 
different theme (last year’s 
involved members submit-
ting not only the piece of 
art, but some object that 
inspired the work). With 
much of this year’s Town 
Hall programming focused 
on the 150th anniversary, 
making celebration the 
theme of this year’s exhibi-
tion was in some ways an 
obvious choice.

“It is an invitation 
to all of our material arts 
members,” said Gabrielle 
Hamilton, director of edu-
cation and public programs 
at Flushing Town Hall. 
“There are some artists 
who have really stuck to the 
theme, and there are others 
who have done their own 
thing, but everyone is try-
ing to address the theme of 
celebration vis-à-vis Flush-
ing Town Hall.”

The exhibition will be 
running through Aug. 19, 
and many of the pieces on 
display are for sale.

About 50 artists alto-
gether have entered their 
work, which includes pho-
tographs, watercolor, weav-
ing, and collage, each with 
its own specific take on the 
theme. Weisberg points out 
the variety of works first 
by pointing out a digital 
print on canvas of John 
Lennon done by Nicholai 
Cerezo Khan (“It’s very 
striking and celebratory,” 

she added), contrasted with 
an enamel-on-copper sculp-
ture from June Jasen.

“Everyone has a dif-
ferent take,” said Louise 
Weinberg, exhibition coor-
dinator for the members’ 
exhibition. “That’s the 
beauty of a group exhibi-
tion like this — you don’t 
know what you’re going 
to end up with, but when 
you see the final product, 
it’s very harmonious and 
everything works together 
even though the pieces are 
very disparate.”

Another component 
of this year’s exhibition is 
a Town Hall printed post-
card featuring an illustra-
tion of the building, which 
some of the artists incor-
porated into their pieces. 
Steve Palermo’s “Postcard 
Weave” uses cut up and wo-
ven postcards to create an 
entirely new object. Tina 
Seligman’s collage “Moon 
Song for Flushing Town 
Hall: July & August 1862-

2012 (by decade)” also uses 
the postcard as well as rag 
paper, block printing ink, 
and even a piece of music 
she composed.

“Some people did new 
pieces for the show with 
celebration as the theme, 
some people didn’t have 
new work, but brought out 
pieces that related to the 
theme, so we have a very 
eclectic collection,” said 
Weinberg.

While the exhibition 
wraps up on Aug. 19, the 
celebration of the 150th will 
continue for months more. 
On September 9th, the 
Town Hall will open a new 
exhibit of historic items 
that had been in the time 
capsule buried when the 
cornerstone of the build-
ing was laid in 1862. Coins, 
business cards, a copy of 
The New York Times news-
paper, are a few of the items 
that will be on display.

Renie Morris’ acrylic on canvas work is entitled “Am I Blue.” 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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9-17 Clintonville Street (Corner of 10th Ave), Whitestone
(718) 746-4571 • www.theclintonrestaurant.com

Visit us on Facebook

THE CLINTON RESTAURANT
H O M E M A D E   I TA L I A N   CU I S I N E

Babich Family Owned Since 1939

NOW OFFERING FREE LUNCH DELIVERY

Steak

Seafood

World’s best jazz musicians have graced Flushing stage
BY ALAN KRAWITZ

Flushing Town Hall’s vener-
able musical history is certainly 
not lost on its highly accomplished 
jazz producer, Clyde Bullard.

Bullard, a jazz musician 
himself who has played bass with 
the likes of Bill Withers, Gloria 
Gaynor, Ben Vereen, Tony Ben-
nett and Eddie Murphy knows 
full well that Flushing Town Hall 
has hosted some of the finest mu-
sicians in the world.

The venue, built in 1862 and 
listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places, celebrates its 
150th anniversary this year and 
Bullard thinks it’s high time that 
the people of Queens know how 
influential their borough has 
been in the development of a va-
riety of great music, with jazz in 
particular.

“I don’t think that most peo-
ple know how many great jazz 
musicians have lived in Queens 
and have performed at Flushing 
Town Hall,” said Bullard, who 
took the reins of the venue’s jazz 
program in 1998.

He added that more jazz 

icons have lived in Queens than 
any other place on the planet and 
that is one of the reasons for de-
velopment of the Queens Jazz Or-
chestra in 2008.

The orchestra, a 17-piece 
brass band, was formed to “revive 
the music of some of the great jazz 
icons who lived in Queens during 
their careers and also to nurture 
the next generation of great jazz 
musicians,” Bullard said.

Some of those jazz icons in-
clude Count Basie, Louis Arm-
strong, Ella Fitzgerald, Billie 
Holliday, John Coltrane, Dizzy 
Gillespse, Tony Bennett, Lena 
Horne and Benny Goodman.

“One of the visions of Flush-
ing Town Hall is to present world 
class artists, musical styles and 
genres that don’t get much media 
attention,” Bullard added.

And a group of professional 
musicians who have definitely 
flown under the media’s radar for 
years are historic NEA Jazz Mas-
ters. NEA Jazz Master status rep-
resents the nation’s highest honor 
in jazz and is bestowed upon an 
elite class of musicians by the Na-
tional Endowment of the Arts. “It 

can take almost 50 to 60 years for 
a jazz musician to attain that sta-
tus,” Bullard explained.

He added that NEA masters 
routinely perform at festivals 
around the world and lecture fre-
quently.

Some of those masters 

who’ve performed at Flushing 
Town Hall include Jimmy Heath, 
Brad Weston, Jon Hendricks, 
Freddie Hubbard, Barry Harris, 
Curtis Fuller, Quincy Jones and 
Nat Hentoff.

In addition to being recog-
nized as the pre-eminent destina-

tion for great jazz in Queens, the 
town hall has been home to Afri-
can American and Caribbean mu-
sic icons as well such as NEA Jazz 
Master and Latin music icon Ed-
die Palmieri, Barry Gonzalez and 
many Brazilian artists as well.

The Queens Jazz Orchestra peforms at Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd. in Flusing. 
Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall

Twelfth Night — A hilarious, 
groundbreaking new production 
of William Shakespeare’s 
“Twelfth Night.” Directed by 
Alberto Bonilla. Using elements 
of clowning, improvisation, and 
audience interaction allows the 
cast to explore this classic tale of 
illusions of love, mistaken identity 
and the masks we all wear in 
joyous new ways.
When: Through Aug. 18, 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
8 pm; Sunday, Aug. 12, 8 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

The Little Foxes — Theatre 
Box presents its production of 
Lillian Hellman’s drama.
When: Aug. 9-11, Friday and 
Saturday at 8 pm; Saturday and 
Sunday at 2 pm
Where: United Methodist 
Church, 35 Verbena Ave., Floral 
Park
Contact: 516-354-4969; 
umcfl oralpark.org

Free Shakespeare in the Park 
— Hip to Hop Theatre Company 
presents its sixth season of 
free outdoor Shakespeare with 
Comedy of Errors and Hamlet. 
The performances will tour 10 
Queens parks. All performances 
are free and open to the public. 
Check www.hiptohip.org for 
dates, times and locations.
When: Through Aug. 18
Contact: (718) 729-5867; 
contact@hiptohip.org
Website: www.hiptohip.org

Theatre by the Bay’s Original 
Plays Festival — Theatre By 
The Bay, the community theater 
group of Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, will present a full day 
festival of readings of original 
plays. General seating with 
admission to any or all of the 
plays in the festival is payable 
by cash or check only.
When: Aug. 19, 1 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Contact: (718) 428-6363

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“Macbeth Did It” Auditions 
— Theatre Time Productions 
announces auditions for their 
fall production of “Macbeth Did 
It” the comedy by John Patrick. 
The play tells the tale of a 
community theater attempting 
to stage Macbeth, from 
auditions to opening night. We 
are looking to cast 12 men and 
nice women ages 18-70. Need 
hispanic accents for two males 
and one female. If you have a 
headshot, please bring but it is 
not required. The performances 
will take place the last two 
weekends of October.
When: Aug. 13-15, 7:30 pm
Where: Colonial Church of 
Bayside, 54-02 217th St., 
Bayside
Contact: (516) 459-5585

Continued on Page 37
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The founder
From those rough-and-

tumble days as a courthouse to 
the arts institution of today, it is 
Jo-Ann Jones who will always 
be remembered as the feisty go-
getter who made Flushing Town 
Hall flourish. In a sense, she put 
Flushing on the map, not only in 
Queens but in the city at-large, 
and changed residents’ and art-
ists’ lives for the better.

Following a series of events 
that changed Flushing Town 
Hall’s destiny, the building was 
starting to find itself — with a lot 
of help from its friends, namely 
Ms. Jones. From its former ne-
glected, ugly duckling state, it 
blossomed into a beautifully ap-
pointed modern swan, with a 
much-needed $8 million face-lift.

In 1993, the first floor galler-
ies were opened and the restora-
tion continued until 1999, when 
the second floor’s 308-seat con-
cert hall was opened to the public. 
Since 1993, world-class quality 
programs, including jazz, classi-
cal and international music, have 
been enjoyed by thousands who 
chose to stay local and avoid the 
trek to Manhattan and its pricey 
entertainment.

The building got a new lease 
on life when Jones, a classically 
trained musician, served as ex-
ecutive director of the Flushing 
Council on Culture and Arts 
from 1979 to 2003. FCCA restored 
and now operates the institution 
on behalf of the City of New York, 
the property owner.

“Flushing Council on Cul-
ture and the Arts is thrilled to 
celebrate Flushing Town Hall’s 
150th Anniversary,” said Ga-
brielle M. Hamilton, director of 

Education and Public Programs. 
“With our long history — from 
our roots in welcoming back 
Queens’ Civil War veterans, to 
presenting the abolitionist Fred-
erick Douglas, to seating Queens 
County Savings Bank and the 
Flushing Library here, and more 
recently showcasing Queens’ jazz 
artists — Flushing Town Hall has 
been instrumental in commemo-
rating the culture, art and lives of 
Queens residents, as well as the 
general population.”

An outdoor garden can 
host up to 250 guests for musical 
performances and community 
events, and it’s a great venue for 
multicultural weddings.

The talent
Producer Clyde Bullard, a 

native of Harlem and Bronx resi-
dent, has been the force behind 
organizing the memorable music 
performances at the hall. Bullard 
is a professional bass player with 
the Boys Choir of Harlem, and 
has played the White House four 
or five times, including Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s inauguration. 
He has performed in Broadway 
shows like “Hair” and “Pippin,” 
and with stars like Gloria Gaynor. 
Bullard said he is proud of the 
fact that National Endowment for 
the Arts Jazz Masters perform at 
Flushing Town Hall. He insists its 
mature, sophisticated audiences 
won’t settle for less than “artists 
with stature and experience that 
play well. The audience can’t be 
fooled.

“The artists are the same 
artists you’ll see at Carnegie Hall, 
Lincoln Center and even Europe,” 
he said.

“Audiences know when they 
pay money to go their concert is 
going to be a professional show 
in whatever musical genre is per-
forming: Professional theater, 
lighting and sound; and a 9-foot 

Steinway grand piano. We try to 
maintain a level of excellence.”

The spirit of Louis 
Armstrong

Who can forget jazz legends 
like Jimmy Heath, Bucky Pizarel-
li, Max Roach and others? Start-
ing with Flushing Council’s Jazz 
Live! series, thousands of lives 
have been enriched as the Hall 
continues to honor jazz in the bor-
ough by showcasing the popular 
Queens Jazz Trail, a journey to 
the homes and neighborhoods of 
iconic music legends like Louis 
Armstrong, Dizzie Gillepsie, Ella 
Fitzgerald, John Coltrane, Bil-
lie Holiday and Charlie Mingus. 
Armstrong — the father of jazz — 
lived in nearby Corona. Some say 
his spirit still dwells in Flushing 
Town Hall.

If you go, don’t forget the 
17-piece Queens Jazz Orchestra, 
which has been entertaining au-
diences with a symphony of cool, 
relaxing jazz sounds.

In 1996, Flushing Town Hall 
took its proud place as one of 34 
highly valued institutions occu-
pying city-owned buildings, and 
received city funding for gen-
eral operating costs, thanks to 
Borough President Claire Shul-
man, who had convinced Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani to name it to 
the city’s Cultural Institutions 
Group.

In 2003, Jo-Ann Jones passed 
the torch to Harvey Seifter, upon 
her retirement. During his reign 
as executive and artistic director, 
the council’s programming has 
changed dramatically since it be-
came an affiliate organization of 
the esteemed Smithsonian Insti-
tution in 2004. And though Jones 
died in August 2005 at age 59, her 
legacy and mission continues to 
thrive.

Jazz it up
“Last year, with support from 

the Louis Armstrong Foundation, 
we launched our Jazz Jam series 
and free monthly jazz clinics for 
high school students,” said Ham-
ilton. “These monthly jazz jams 
provide local area graduate stud-

ies jazz musicians, instrumental 
music teachers and professional 
jazz players with a much-needed 
jazz gathering in Queens — to 
network, learn, improvise and 
play with other jazz musicians.”

She added, “The response to 
the Jazz Jam has been tremen-
dous, and we are thrilled to be a 
gathering place for great music 
and artists.” Jams are free for 
musicians and members, while 
non-members pay $10.

Hamilton said she looks for-
ward to many more years of fab-
ulous art and culture by and for 
Queens’ residents.

Historic Flushing Town Hall
137-35 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11354
718-463-7700 x239
www.fl ushingtownhall.org

AUGUST

Dandy Wellingto and Band — Inspired by the 
Big Band era, Wellington and his band have 
taken those big sounds of the 1930s and ’40s 
and dressed up them for today.
When: Aug. 10, 8 pm.

Free Summer Concert Series: Tango 
Argentina — World-renowned Tango dancer 
Mayte Vicens, who studied under the legendary 
Martin Vargas, will celebrate the elegance, 
passion and sophistication of Argentianian 
tango. A family performance and beginner 
dance lessons.
When: Aug. 12, 1 pm

2012 Members Exhibition: Celebrating 150 
years of Flushing Town Hall — Members of the 
Flushing Council on Culture and the Arts have 
been invited to showcase art in the theme of 
celebration surrounding the institution’s 150 
years of history.
When: Through Aug. 19

Korean Culture Camp: Dragon Story — Fun 
activities for the family to become accustomed 
to Korean culture through creative drama, art 
and traditional music. The third year’s theme is 
the Year of the Dragon.
When: Aug. 22 to Aug. 24

Free Summer Concert Series: Great Highland 
Bagpipes and Mor “The Piped Pipers of New 
York” — Over the past few years, the bagpipe 
group has started incorporating contemporary 
music and MacTalla Mor will feature the combined 
use of ancient instruments and Gaelic singing.
When: Aug. 26, 1 pm

SEPTEMBER

Monthly Jazz Jam — Open to professional jazz 
musicians, graduate students studying jazz 
and music educators. Meet new musicians and 
network for potential new projects. Free and 
open to the public.
When: Sept. 5, 7 p.m.

OCTOBER

Monthly Jazz Jam — Open to professional jazz 
musicians, graduate students studying jazz 
and music educators. Meet new musicians and 
network for potential new projects. Free and 
open to the public.
When: Oct. 3, 7 pm

The Collage Aesthetic of Louis Armstrong: In 
the Cause of Happiness — Louis Armstrong was 
an avid collage artist. This exhibition, produced 
for Lincoln Center, features reproductions of 
collages created by the jazz great, affi xed to 
boxes of his audio tapes.
When: Oct. 14 through Dec. 31

Flushing Town Hall Events

Continued from Page 33

Town Hall

General Peter Conover Hains (l.), fa-
ther of the Hains brothers, who were 
tried for murder in 1908, walking 
with his son Thornton outside the 
Flushing Courthouse (today known 
as Flushing Town Hall). Thornton 
was acquitted of murder due to py-
schiatric reasons while his brother, 
Captain Peter Hains, Jr., was convict-
ed despite using the same defense. 

Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall

A member of the Korean Drumline 
performing outside the Flushing 
Town Hall earlier this year. 

Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall
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CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices

C
YY

“Other types of music 
we’ve hosted by way of per-
formances include South 
Asian and Indian music, 
folk, rock ‘n’ roll and more,” 
Bullard said.

Further, the venue has 
regularly featured classi-
cal music concerts with 
musicians from the Queens 
Philharmonic.

And in addition to host-
ing a series of free summer 
concerts as well as great 
jazz players such as the 
upcoming Dandy Welling-
ton and his Band, Bullard 
said that every month the 
venue helps to continually 
nurture jazz in the borough 
with free jazz jams.

The jams happen ev-
ery month, usually the 
first Wednesday, from 7pm 
– 10pm and are open to pro-
fessional jazz musicians, 
graduate students studying 
jazz, music educators and 
the general public.

Calling Flushing Town 
Hall the “Jazz capital of 
Queens,” Bullard, who has 

toured the world himself as 
a jazz musician, said that 
in 2004 Flushing Town Hall 
received an honor from the 
Village Voice for conduct-
ing the best jazz tour in 
New York City.

The tour spotlighted 
where some of the bor-
ough’s famous jazz musi-
cians, such as Louis Arm-
strong, Ella Fitzgerald, etc. 
had lived and played.

“Any artist we book 
here at Flushing has a high 
degree of professionalism 
and stature because people 
that come here know their 

jazz and can’t be fooled,” 
Bullard said.

Moreover, Bullard said 
that the theater itself is a 
very professional experi-
ence for high-level artists as 
well since the venue features 
a rare Steinway Grand, 
known by musicians as the 
“Rolls Royce” of pianos.

“Flushing is a destina-
tion for jazz, world and clas-
sical music,” Bullard said. 
“In many ways, I have the 
best of both worlds here as 
a musician and an adminis-
trator who can ensure this 
history moves forward.”

Continued from Page 35

Stage

Tango dancers performing during the Flushing Town Hall’s free 
concert series, which also features an instructional component. 

Photo courtesy Flushing Town Hall

CONCERTS

Champion Fulton Quartet 
— Pianist and jazz vocalist 
Champian Fulton’s distinct sound 
blends that of Ella Fitzgerald and 
Billie Holiday with her own twist.
When: Aug. 11, 2 pm and 4 pm
Where: Forest Hills Public Library, 
108-19 71st Ave., Forest Hills
Contact: (718) 268-7934
Website: www.queenslibrary.org

Dominic Sabatino — “Il 
Tabarro” by Giacomo Puccini 
with 20 artists.
When: Aug. 12, 12 pm
Where: Christ the King High 
School, 68-02 Metropolitan 
Ave., Middle Village

Contact: (718) 366-7400
Website: www.ctkrhs.org

Warm Up 2012 — The annual 
music series Warm Up at MoMA 
PS1 is celebrating its 15th year, 
featuring temporary urban 
landscape by HWKN called 
Wendy, the winning design of 
MoMA PS1’s 13th annual Young 
Architects Program.
When: Through Sept. 8; 
Saturdays, 2–9 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 784-2084
Website: momaps1.org

Jewish Music under the 
Stars — Brong your own 
lounge chair or blanket.
When: Aug. 15-29, Wednesdays, 
7 pm
Where: Cunningham Park, 
73rd Ave. and Francis Lewis 
Boulevard, Fresh Meadows

Jazzmobile Concert — 
Jazzmobile Concert, the Louis 
Armstrong House Museum 
annual free summer block party 
sponsored by Jazzmobile, will be 
featuring Cuban-born trumpeter 
and multi-Grammy award winner 
Arturo Sandoval. This is a rare 
chance to hear one of the world’s 
greatest trumpeters and a 
Summer with Satchmo highlight.
When: Aug. 16, 7 pm
Where: Louis Armstrong House 
Museum, 34-56 107th Ave., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 478-8274

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
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Jimmy’s Trattoria RistoranteBAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.
com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Guide toDINING To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

718-747-1414BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Waterside Restaurant

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

718-849-3939

VILLAGGIO
���������	

���
����

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK
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BY STEVE MOSCO

The rotting remains 
of an unidentified woman 
were found in the attic of 
a Richmond Hill residence 
Saturday — weeks after a 
man killed himself in the 
same house, according to 
police.

Authorities said when 
relatives of Devendra Au-
tar, 32, found his body hang-
ing from a pull-up bar July 
20, a note reading “Hell is 
waiting for me” was also 
found written on a piece of 
paper.

When the suicide vic-
tim’s brother, Devchand 
Autar, a police officer with 
the 111th Precinct in Bay-
side, returned to the house 
to pack his brother’s be-
longings, a foul stench led 
him to what could have 
been the reason for Deven-
dra’s morbid scrawl.

According to the 
NYPD, Devchand discov-

ered the woman’s corpse, 
wrapped in plastic and 
stuffed into a plastic con-
tainer. Police said the med-
ical examiner found the 
woman had been stabbed 22 
times in the neck and torso, 
had numerous tattoos and 
stood between 5-foot-6 and 
5-foot-8. The medical exam-
iner also said the victim’s 
race could not be deter-
mined because of the condi-

tion of the body.
A day after the grim 

discovery, a car without li-
cense plates sat on the front 
lawn, the only reminder 
someone once lived in the 
house as its windows were 
all open wide, presumably 
to air out the stench of 
death.

Neighbors of the 
house, on the Van Wyck 
Expressway service road, 

were shocked and dismayed 
when told another victim 
was found in the house’s 
attic.

“I’ve lived here for 10 
years and I could never 
imagine anything like 
this ever happening,” said 
Kamla Lelchand, who re-
membered seeing Deven-
dra Autar but could not 

recall anything of signifi-
cance about him. “Besides 
the traffic [from the Van 
Wyck], this is a very quiet 
neighborhood. To hear this, 
it is just so sad.”

Another neighbor, Da-
vid Singh, recalled Autar 
as a man who always waved 
hello.

“I’d see him and we’d 

wave,” said Singh. “He was 
pleasant. I don’t know what 
happened that would make 
him kill himself or maybe 
even another person. I can’t 
believe this.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Dead man hid secret in Rich Hill attic box

The body of an unidentified woman was found in the attic of a 
Richmond Hill house following the suicide of a man last month. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

$99 MOVE IN SPECIAL

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.
166-07 HILLSIDE AVENUE JAMAICA NY 11432

VISIT US AT WWW.ZARAREALTY.COM

QUEENS: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 NASSAU: 516-292-6071

Brand New Studios 1, 2 & 3 Bdrms, Furnished & Unfurnished, Short and Long Term Leases

Present This Coupon & Recieve up to $200
NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

OFFER EXPIRES DEC 2012

Some with Free Gas, Gym, Laundromat

Brand New Kitches and Bathrooms

24 Hr. Maintenance and Emergency Repairs

24 Hr. Surveillance all Sites.

Professional and Friendly Staff

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affordable

MYRTLE AVE STREET FAIR
Myrtle Ave from Fresh Pond Road 

A Cooperative Adoption Program of  
North Shore Animal League America

AnimalLeague.org
516.883.7575

Like us on

facebook.com/TheAnimalLeague

ADOPT 
A PET

A

Home of the Mutt-i-gree®

Sean Casey Animal Rescue & North  Shore  Animal  League   America
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Photos by Nat Valentine

The streets of Jamaica were alive with music Friday and Saturday during the  16th annual Jamaica Arts and Music 
Summer Festival. (Clockwise from top l.) Robbie Nova (r.) takes the stage; Zumba instructor Samantha 
leads a lively class; artist Bliss performs; 6-year-old Haitian prodigy Malachi shows off his skills on the 
drums; and Jamaica Avenue is filled with festival goers.   Photos by Nat Valentine



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, A
UG. 9-15, 2012      TIM

ESLEDGER.COM

JT

41

ROP

Department, the Monroe 
County district attorney 
and the U.S. Marshals Ser-
vice’s Regional Fugitive 
Task Force were instru-
mental in the suspect’s ap-
prehension.

Resorts World spokes-
man Stefan Friedman said 
the casino’s surveillance 
system facilitated the sus-
pect’s arrest.

“This arrest proves 
that our surveillance sys-
tem is working. Through 
close collaboration with 
the NYPD and the informa-
tion revealed on our state-
of-the-art, on-site surveil-
lance technology, we were 
able to assist the police in 
apprehending the suspect,” 
he said. “Our first priority 
has always been the safety 
of our guests, and though 
we are extremely proud of 
our outstanding record, we 
are constantly refining our 
efforts to ensure 100 per-

cent security.”
And if the casino’s 

staggering July numbers 
are any indication, its secu-
rity system will continue to 
be heavily tested.

“With more than a mil-
lion people coming through 
our doors in July, it’s clear 
that New Yorkers and tour-
ists alike are aware that 
they no longer have to get 
on a highway or airplane 
to have a wonderful, world-
class gaming experience 
right here in Queens — 
minutes, not hours away,” 
said Michael Speller, presi-
dent of Resorts World. “We 
look forward to working 
with the state in the coming 
months to determine how 
we can further maximize 
tax revenue to the state, 
particularly to the state’s 
education fund.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

“That extension is 
bringing the runway that 
much closer to a residential 
community,” said Barbara 
Brown, chairwoman of 
Eastern Queens Alliance, 
a group formed to preserve 
the parks around JFK. “We 
have a number of concerns 
about the airport in gen-
eral, such as noise level and 
air pollution.”

The 22R end of the run-
way is primarily used for 
departures and the Port 

Authority is looking to re-
locate the infrastructure at 
that end in preparation for 
the work by the end of 2013, 
according to its draft plan.

The Port Authority 
published notice of a 30-day 
public-comment period on 
the plan in Newsday May 
14.

Brown said she thought 
the notice was inadequate.

“Our most immediate 
concern is that no one was 
notified. They’re obligated 
to get comments from the 
communities most affect-
ed,” she said. “That hasn’t 
been done.”

A spokesman for the 
Port Authority, however, 
said the “timing of the com-
ment period and public no-
tice was in accordance with 
FAA requirements.”

Brown said she con-
tacted U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks’ (D-Jamaica) office 
requesting that he take ac-
tion to have the public com-
ment period reopened.

“In the meantime,” 
she said, “we’re asking for 
a moratorium on further 
progress until such time 
that the community weighs 
in.”

its construction. Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg also 
chipped in about $270,000, 
according to Parks.

Several more rain gar-
dens are slated for the park 
in order to capture rainwa-
ter flowing off other park-
ing lots around the lake and 
the Van Wyck Expressway.

it happen.
Connie Franklin, a 

self-described race enthu-
siast and homemaker from 
Long Island, said she never 
misses the annual event, 
even as the temperature 
flirts with the century 
mark.

“I’ve got my hat, my 
sunglasses, my sunblock 
— I was here yesterday and 
I’ll be here until the end to-
day,” said the Bayside resi-
dent. “This is such a fasci-
nating culture.”

And besides the action 
on the lake, festival Chair-
man Henry Wan said the 
celebration of culture is re-
ally what brings the Dragon 
Boat revelers together.

“This is a grand cele-
bration of Queens, the most 
culturally diverse place in 
the world,” he said. “I love 
planning this event every 
year because I see how 
much everyone enjoys it. In 

fact, tomorrow I’m going to 
start planning for the 2013 
race.”

Wan will not be alone 
in getting ready for next 
year’s race at the close of 
this year’s events. Dragon 
boaters fresh from the wa-
ter exhaled deeply, marvel-
ing at how much hard work 
goes into each and every 
stroke.

As she climbed out of 
her teak boat, Julie Kwong 
said the race was draining, 
yet exhilarating.

“It was really excit-
ing being out there,” said 
the Flushing resident, who 
was not sure how the team 
fared in the competition. 
“We train all year, then it’s 
over in a flash.”

DCH Racing took top 
honors in the overall cham-
pionship race, placing first 
ahead of second-place DCH 
Racing II and third-pace 
Lake Mercer DCH Racing.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Cops say Kevin Lides was busted in Pennsylvania after a $63,000 
heist at Resorts World. Photo courtesy NYPD

Continued from Page 4

Resorts
Continued from Page 5

Boats

One of the performers 
from Friday night, 6-year-
old Haitian prodigy Mala-
chi, also performed dur-
ing Saturday’s festivities, 
wowing the crowd with his 
skilled drum technique.

“This is the best fes-
tival ever,” said Malachi 
from the stage, whose pro-
ficiency behind the drum 
kit was belied by his mis-
chievous smile and playful 
nature off stage.

Some youngsters were 

there only looking for fun — 
and some at great heights.

Lucinda Renwick, 
8, hung from the top of a 
rock-climbing wall, while 
her mother, Tabitha Lopez, 
cheered her on from down 
below.

“Last year she was too 
small to climb. I promised 
her we’d come back and 
there she is, way up there,” 
said Lopez, who is from 
Hollis.

When she finally 
reached the ground, Ren-

wick could not believe what 
she had just done.

“It’s way too high up 
there!” she screamed. “It 
was scary!”

With that, Lopez high-
fived her daughter and 
asked her what she wanted 
to do next.

“They just love it here,” 
she said. “Every year they 
want to keep coming back.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 4

JFK
Continued from Page 5

JAMS

Adrian Benepe (r.) waxes historical about his tenure as head of the 
city Parks Department during a ribbon-cutting for a new pathway 
near Meadow Lake. Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued from Page 5

Ribbon Mobile clinic offers free mammograms
The American-Italian Cancer Foun-

dations’ mobile clinic will be provid-
ing no-cost mammograms and clinical 
breast exams at locations across the bor-
ough throughout August.

The services will be provided to 
women 40 and older with a New York 
City mailing address and who have not 
received a mammogram in the past 12 
months.

The mobile clinic will be at the Jo-
seph P. Addabbo Family Health Center in 

Arverne (Aug. 3), the Corona Health Cen-
ter (Aug. 4), the Shelter Rock Seventh-
day Adventist Church in South Jamaica 
(Aug. 5), City Councilman James Sand-
ers’ (D-Jamaica) Far Rockaway office 
(Aug. 10), the Battalion Pentecostal As-
sembly in Arverne (Aug. 19) and Amaz-
ing Medical Services in Jamaica (Aug. 
31).

To make an appointment call 1-800-
628-9090.
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Bell Boulevard in Bay-
side is primarily known as 
a hot spot for dining and 
nightlife, but an unassum-
ing little shop may make the 
strip one of the borough’s 
literary destinations.

Just a few blocks down 
the street from mega-chain 
Barnes & Noble, Turn the 
Page Again’s reputation as 
one of Queens’ best inde-
pendent bookstores is not 
the only thing that makes 
it unique.

“We’re a nonprofit 
training program. Besides 
running an active busi-
ness, our workers get a sal-
ary and a training program 
that helps them get back in 
the workforce,” said store 
manager Ellie Fliegal.

Opened in 2010, the 
store is run by the nonprof-
it Transitional Services for 
New York Inc., which pro-
vides services for people 
with mental disabilities. 
The employees at Turn The 
Page work in the store for a 
period of about six to nine 
months while they gain 

valuable job training, with 
the goal of finding more 
permanent employment.

“They’re looking to get 
to the point where they can 
get back to work,” Fliegal 
said. “It’s a stepping stone.”

Knowing that your 
book bucks are going to a 

good cause is not the only 
reason to spend your time 
perusing Turn The Page 
Again’s shelves, as it can 
hang with some of the city’s 
biggest names in books.

The website for Metro-
Focus, Channel 13’s news 
magazine, recently recog-

nized the store as one of 
the city’s best independent 
book shops along with 
Brooklyn’s Word and Man-
hattan’s The Strand Book 
Store.

All of the shop’s books 
are donated, keeping prices 
low. No book in the store 

costs more than $5 and the 
shop runs regular specials, 
such as any two children’s, 
teen or special interest ti-
tles for $3 in August.

People passing by the 
store front, at 89-15 Bell 
Blvd., can peruse titles on 
the $1 book cart, and the 
store even has a small stack 
of free tomes just inside the 
door.

Readers can even bring 
their own books in and ei-
ther make a tax-deductible 
donation or exchange them 
for store credit.

“Some people even 
bring their books back in 
when they’re done reading 
them,” Fliegal said, “which 
is good for us, because 
they’re already priced and 
labeled.”

The store has both on- 
and off-site storage, so the 
shelves are always fully 
stocked with titles ranging 
from best sellers to biogra-
phies as well as genre fic-
tion and special interests 
such as women’s studies. 
Customers who purchase 
a snack even get a free cup 
of coffee. If you cannot find 

the particular book you are 
looking for, the shop has a 
wish list so employees can 
keep their eyes open for 
your title and contact you 
when it comes in.

Turn the Page Again 
has a dedicated children’s 
section and a community 
bulletin board, and yelp.
com reviewers give the 
store high marks for its cus-
tomer service and small-
shop charm.

“We’re not a typical 
bookstore,” Fliegal said.

Transitional Services 
for New York Inc. is looking 
into opening another non-
profit store based on the 
Turn the Page Again mod-
el, so keep your eyes open.

Turn the Page Again 
is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and on Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. For more in-
formation, call 718-767-2341 
or e-mail pageturnersa-
gain@gmail.com.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

Bayside book store helps disabled fi nd jobs
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THE Olympics will 
decide the world’s fin-
est athletes, but when 
it comes to hometown 

heroes, there’s no competi-
tion: New York has the best 
on the planet.

It’s again time to salute 
our superstar neighbors 
with the 11th annual New 
York Post Liberty Medal 
awards, and we’re invit-
ing you, our readers, to 
tell us about those among 
us whose compassion and 
courage make this the most 
wonderful city on earth.

The Post is partnering 
with Fox 5 and getting an 
exuberant assist from quint-
essential New Yorker Regis 
Philbin, who has emceed 
the award ceremony for nine 

consecutive years.
“I’ll be there for this 

year’s great stories from the 
people in this city who have 
done something to make 
you feel good about New 
York,” said Philbin. “There 
are so many things like that 
going on in this town. If you 
know somebody who does 
good things, let us know; we 
want to say thanks and tell 
them how important they 
are to all of us.”

You’ll find it easy to nomi-
nate someone. Just log on to 
nypost.com/libertymedals 
and submit nominations in 
the eight categories outlined 
below: Leadership, Cour-
age, Lifetime Achievement, 
Young Heart, Freedom and 
one each for the city’s teach-

ers, cops and firefighters.
Just tell us in 100 words 

or less why your nominee 
deserves to be the toast of 
the town. You may nomi-
nate only living people. And 
please nominate as many 
heroes as you like.

A panel of notable New 
Yorkers, including NYPD 
Commissioner Ray Kelly, 
FDNY Commissioner Salva-
tore Cassano and Lew Leone, 
vice president and general 
manager of WNYW-Fox5 and 
WWOR-My 9, will choose 
from among the nominees in 
each category to determine 
the winners, who will be hon-
ored by The Post on Oct. 17.

Each winner will receive 
a medal engraved with Lady 
Liberty’s torch and specially 
designed for The Post by 
New York graphic artist Mil-
ton Glaser, who created the 
iconic “I � New York” logo.

� Leadership Medal 
For a compassionate, 
disciplined person 
whose activities dur-
ing the past year most 
improved the quality 
of life in a borough or 
neighborhood.

� Freedom Medal 
For an immigrant 
New Yorker who best 
embodies the values 
of honesty, industri-
ousness and hard-
earned success,or 
a New Yorker who 
reflects the finest 
qualities of New York 

to the world.

� New York’s  
Bravest Medal 
For the firefighter 
or EMS technician 
whose performance 
in the line of duty 
best exemplifies 
the department’s 
unflinching heroism; 
to be selected in 
consultation with the 
FDNY. 

� New York’s  
Finest Medal 
For the police officer 
whose on-the-job per-
formance reflects the 

department’s honor 
and selflessness; to 
be selected in consul-
tation with the NYPD 
and the Port Authority 
Police Department. 

� Courage Medal 
For a notable act of 
bravery by a civilian 
that contributed to 
saving human life. 

� Educator Medal 
For an administrator 
or teacher who excels 
at preparing the next 
generation of New 
Yorkers for their future 
challenges. 

� Young Heart 
Medal 
For the youth under 
17 who most impres-
sively displayed 
adult resolve — not 
for a physical feat 
but for behavior that 
demonstrates moral 
character or mature 
judgment — in the 
past year.

� Lifetime  
Achievement Medal 
For the individual 
whose accomplish-
ments reflect the very 
best of our city. 

2012 LIBERTY MEDAL CATEGORIES

®®
How to Nominate Your Hero for 

  Fill out a nomination 
form and tell us in 100 words 
or less about an outstanding 
New Yorker who you feel 
deserves to be recognized. 
Before submitting your 
nomination, please identify 
the category for which your 
candidate is nominated.

Or mail your essay with the fully 
completed printed nomination form 

located at nypost.com/libertymedals to:

  New York Post 2012 Liberty Medals
Nomination Category 

1211 Sixth Avenue, Promotions Department,  
New York, NY 10036-8790

Or fax  
your 

completed 
nomination 

form to:  
(212)  

997-9272

3

Faxed and online entries must be received by 5 p.m. E.D.T. on 9/14/12. Mailed entries must be 
postmarked by 9/14/12 and received by 9/18/12. Incomplete forms/entries will be disqualified.

2

Go to nypost.com/libertymedals

d fi fi h

Liberty Medal 
Awards11The

Annual
th

1

Our secret 
Samaritans

For nomination rules, go to www.nypost.com/promotions.
In 

partnership 
with

TM
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 8/15/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

171717
Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8145-35K mi.   20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$85,981

$10,981
Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8591-52K mi.

*

2006 
NISSAN MAXIMA 3.5 SE

$7,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8261-99K mi.

*

2006 
NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5 S SEDAN

$7,981
Leather, Sunroof, P/Seat, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8416-73K mi. 

*

2002 
CHEVROLET MONTE CARLO SS

$7,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#TG007-67 mi.

*

2007 
CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

$18,981
Auto, Leather, Moonroof, All Power, Stk#U8519-31K mi.

*

2010 
VOLKSWAGEN CC SPORT

$21,981
Leather, Moonroof, All Power, Stk#U8583-49K mi.

*

2008 
LEXUS IS250 AWD

$13,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8239-36K mi.

*

2010 
TOYOTA COROLLA

$7,981
Leather, Sunroof, All Power, Stk#U8560-100K mi.

*

2001 
ACURA 3.5 RL

$33,981
Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, All Power, Stk#U8400-6K mi.

*

2009
DODGE CHALLENGER SRT8

$23,981
Leather, Roof, Nav, All Power, Stk#U8432-18K mi.

*

2008 
MERCEDES C300 4MATIC

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL
✔

$8 Oil Changes
✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

V8, Leather, All Power, Stk#U8500-4K mi. 

BUY
FOR

2011 PORSCHE

PANAMERA 4S
*

$18,981
Leather, Moonroof, All Power, Stk#U8212-40K mi.

*

2008 
CHRYSLER ASPEN LIMITED

$21,981
Super Crew, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Stk#TG008-74K mi.

*

2007 
FORD F150 4X4 KING RANCH
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Sports

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

The moment you walk 
through Christ the King’s 
doors, it’s impossible not to 
be swept up by the school’s 
prestigious basketball his-
tory.

Three decades worth 
of newspaper clippings, tro-
phies and photographs are 
on display featuring the 
program’s elite talents.

And a few of the leg-
ends came to life last week.

Golden State Warriors 
scout Speedy Claxton and 
former NBA point guard 
Erick Barkley took time 
out of their busy schedules 
to serve as coaches at the 
Christ the King Royals 
boys’ basketball camp.

“It makes the camp in-
credible,” Christ the King 
Coach and athletic director 
Joe Arbitello said. “A very 
good camp goes to another 
level. It does a lot for these 
kids.”

Coincidentally, the 
camp drew a record 304 
kids this week, though none 
of them knew they would 
be joined by Christ the 
King royalty. After getting 

clearance from the NBA, 
Claxton jumped at the op-
portunity to give back to 
his alma mater.

“This is where I got my 
start at,” he said.

He’s made a point of 
stressing fundamentals 
this week, playing the game 
the right way and taking it 
seriously.

“You never know when 
opportunity will present it-
self,” Claxton said.

Claxton and Barkley’s 
presence isn’t only benefi-
cial to the campers, but also 
the Royals’ current play-
ers, Arbitello said. They 
have first-hand experience 
of what big-time Division 
I basketball is all about, 
and can impart that knowl-
edge on Christ the King’s 
top prospects, such as Jon 
Severe, Jordan Fuchs and 
Adonis Delarosa. Claxton, 
for example, has talked to 
Fuchs about how difficult 
it will be to play two sports 
— he wants to try his hand 
at football and basketball at 
the next level.

Claxton would like to 
get into coaching and has 
spoken with a few teams 

Continued on Page 51

CK legends mentor  
boys’ summer camp

Big year for SJU’s Burrell
Former St. John’s forward makes MVP of Japanese pro league

Former St. John’s University standout Justin Burrell has a training camp invite from the Golden State 
Warriors. Photo by Robert Cole

Golden State Warriors scout Speedy Claxton during the Christ the 
King Royals boys’ basketball camp. Photo by Denis Gostev

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

For Justin Burrell, his 
first professional basket-
ball season was not about 
himself despite his person-
al success on the court.

The former St. John’s 
University standout earned 
Most Valuable Player hon-
ors in the Japanese Pro-
fessional League with the 
Yokohama B-Corsairs. He 
led the club to a 31-21 re-
cord by averaging a double 
double of 18 points and 10 
rebounds per contest. Yoko-
hama reached the league’s 
semifinals as an expansion 
club.

“It was more impres-
sive for us as a team,” Bur-
rell said. “Making the final 
four, that was better for 
us.”

He described his ven-
ture overseas as a humbling 
and eye-opening experi-
ence, a chance to see the rest 
of the world. When Burrell 
returned to the States, he 
received an invite to play 
with the Golden State War-
riors summer league team 
in Las Vegas. The 6-foot-
8, 244-pound forward put 
forth a strong showing, av-
eraging 6.2 points per game 
and 4.4 rebounds per con-
test. His play earned him a 
training camp invitation, 
but he may not attend if it 
doesn’t look like the War-
riors have a spot for him on 
their roster.

“The summer league 
is a great experience,” 
said Burrell, the Big East’s 
Sixth Man of the Year as a 
senior. “It’s great compet-
ing against pro athletes.”

The rest of the summer 
has been spent back on the 
New York City streetball 

circuit playing in leagues 
like Nike Pro City with 
defending champion The 
Franchise. He played in 
the Malone Mulhall Benefit 
Game July 28 and electri-
fied the crowd with a series 
of slams.

Burrell was also select-
ed to be a member of Team 
Nike 2, the sports equip-
ment companies’ second 
collection of streetball all-
stars, that competes at Riv-
ington Court on the East 
Side. The squad completed 
a doubleheader sweep of 

Team Harlem and Ooh-Way 
July 30, something Burrell 
felt the team needed.

“Justin did all the in-
tangibles for us,” Team 
Nike 2 Coach Raheem 
“Rah” Wiggins said. “He 
did the dirty work.”

It was all part of a big 
year for Burrell and his for-
mer Red Storm teammates. 
Dwight Hardy won an MVP 
while leading Pistoria Bas-
ket to the finals of the Ital-
ian League Due (second di-
vision) and played with the 
Miami Heat NBA summer 

league team. Paris Horne 
was also on the Charlotte 
Bobcats summer league 
roster and Justin Brownlee 
was with the Knicks. D.J. 
Kennedy, who was signed 
late in the season by the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, was 
back with the Cavs this 
summer.

“It was definitely 
a good year for the 2011 
class,” Burrell said.

He is one of the biggest 
reasons why.
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Kyle Hunt is used to go-
ing unnoticed. The 6-foot-10 
power forward was unher-
alded coming out of Martin 
Van Buren high school, far 
from a New York City bas-
ketball power.

“I wasn’t that big in 
high school or college,” 
said Hunt after his Team 
Harlem squad’s 84-73 loss to 
Team Nike 2 at Rivington 
Court on the Lower East 
Side July 30.

There wasn’t a schol-
arship awaiting him fol-
lowing his time with Van 
Buren. Instead, it was off 
to Snead Community Col-
lege in Alabama to again 
prove himself. The usually 
reserved Hunt did just that, 
being named the Northern 
Division Player of the Year. 
He averaged 17.8 points 
per game and grabbed 11.8 
rebounds over his two sea-
sons in the Deep South.

His performance 
earned him a scholarship 

to Division I Middle Ten-
nessee State. There, he av-
eraged 4.1 points per con-
test and 2.9 boards while 
playing in 19 games. There 
were flashes of brilliance, 

though. In the Blue Raid-
ers opener, Hunt recorded 
a double double of 17 points 
and 12 rebounds and had 
an 11-point night against 
Evansville. He would only 

last one season there for a 
variety of reasons, such as 
issues in the classroom and 
lack of playing time.

“I still got to experi-
ence it,” Hunt said of play-

ing Division I basketball. “It 
was all right. Everything 
turned out well this year. I 
don’t have any regrets.”

Thanks to a connec-
tion through the Middle 
Tennessee State coaching 
staff, Hunt landed at the 
University of Sciences and 
Arts of Oklahoma, an NAIA 
school that gave him a 
chance to finish his degree. 
He was immediately a star, 
eventually being named to 
the NAIA All-American 
first team last year, his se-
nior season. Hunt was the 
team’s leading scorer, av-
eraging 18 points per game 
along with 10.6 rebounds.

“He can do it all,” said 
Antonio “Mousey” Carela, 
who coached Hunt with 
Team Harlem.

Hunt, the older brother 
of former Christ the King 
football and hoops star Ter-
rel Hunt, has become one 
of the streetball circuit’s 
most productive and under-
rated players, Carela said. 
He had 30 points for the 

Rosedale Trailblazers at 
Hoops in the Sun, multiple 
20-point games for Queens-
bridge at Nike Pro City and 
has been a key component 
for the Silva All Stars at the 
Tri-State Classic. His size 
also makes him a force on 
the boards as well as a fac-
tor in the paint.

Hunt is hoping to end 
the summer with a contract 
overseas. Carela believes 
he just needs to be seen by 
the right people.

“He’s still young,” 
Carela said. “We will be 
good for overseas. If he gets 
more muscle, he’s going to 
make some type of noise.”

Hunt is already begin-
ning to and is happy where 
he and his game are out 
right now despite all the 
stops along the way to get 
there.

“It was a long jour-
ney,” Hunt said. “I was able 
to travel to different states 
and see different states. It 
turned out to be good.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

For Jim Malone, it is a 
bittersweet reminder.

The Beach Channel 
boys’ basketball coach and 
more than 1,500 people 
packed the Adelphi Univer-
sity Center for Recreation 
& Sports for the second an-
nual Malone Mulhall Ben-
efit Game July 28. The day 
brings back memories of 
July 15, 2010, when Malone’s 
daughters, 22-year-old Ja-
mie and 19-year-old Paige, 
and their friend, 22-year-
old Michael Mulhall, were 
killed in a car accident.

“It’s very hard,” said 
Malone, who sat courtside 
along with his family and 
the Mulhalls. “I see all the 
faces of their friends. It re-
minds you. You see all the 
kids and boyfriends and 
girlfriends. It makes it 
hard.”

Joe Lynch, one of those 
close friends who dated 
Paige, is the driving force 

behind the basketball event 
that saw Hall of Famer 
Chris Mullin’s red team 
beat NBA play-by-play man 
Mike Breen’s blue squad 
116-104.

Lynch said the game 
sold out quickly and they 
had to hand out makeshift 
tickets after the first 1,300. 
He believed they raised 
close to $100,000 combined 
over the two years for the 
foundations and scholar-
ships the families set up.

“It’s great that every-
one is coming together in 
Jamie, Paige and Michael’s 
name,” Lynch said. “They 
may not be here with us 
anymore, but you can still 
find ways for people to 
come together through Ja-
mie, Michael and Paige.”

The three were killed 
on the Meadowbrook Park-
way heading to volunteer 
at Camp ANCHOR, a camp 
for the mentally and physi-
cally handicapped. A num-
ber of its members came 

out at halftime to perform a 
dance routine to The Want-
ed’s “Glad You Came” that 
earned them a standing 
ovation from the crowd.

“They were too nice,” 
former Beach Channel 
hoops standout Arthur 
Robertson said of the Ma-
lone sisters. “They were 
very caring, very giving. 

They used to tutor me in 
high school for the SAT’s. 
They will always be a part 
of me and I will always 
think about them.”

The growing char-
ity game is still something 
special for Jim Malone, as 
a great environment to see 
some of the area’s best play-
ers. The contest featured 

San Antonio Spurs guard 
Danny Green, former Iona 
point guard Scott Machado 
and former St. John’s stand-
outs Paris Horne and Jus-
tin Burrell, among many 
others.

Former Providence 
star Jeff Xavier and Danny 
Green tied for the three-
point contest title. Team 

Nike member Vern Goo-
dridge, who had a sum-
mer league tryout with the 
Bucks, edged Horne, who 
played on the Charlotte 
Bobcats NBA Summer 
League team, for the dunk 
contest crown. All the play-
ers, along with Mullin, 
signed autographs and took 
pictures for more than 25 
minutes after the game.

“It’s a wonderful place 
to watch very talented play-
ers,” Malone said. “It’s all 
for fun. It’s all great.”

All of it is in memory 
of people who spent their 
lives giving back to others.

“It’s just a tragic situ-
ation,” said Mullin, the for-
mer Xaverian High School 
and St. John’s University 
star. “Those kids were so 
admirable the way they 
lived their lives. They vol-
unteered, taking care of 
other people. It can happen 
to any of us.”

Malone Mulhall Benefi t sells out second annual game

Hunt looking to fi nally get his chance at the bigs

Kyle Hunt is hoping for a contract overseas after a big year on the streetball circuit. 
Photo by Denis Gostev

Family members of the Malone and Mulhall families watch the game courtside. 
Photo by Robert Cole
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Michigan, West Vir-
ginia, Rutgers, Syracuse, 
Temple and Connecticut 
all visited with James Cole-
man at Christ the King.

The rising senior run-
ning back was impressed 
with the major BCS-level 
programs, but it was Buf-
falo and running backs 
Coach Matt Simon that left 
a lasting impression, offer-
ing him a football scholar-
ship on the spot and mak-
ing it clear he was their 
primary target.

“I felt like Buffalo com-
mitted to me first,” Cole-
man said. “I can succeed 
there, do big things. They 
weren’t scared to come af-
ter me.”

With that in mind, 
Coleman recently ver-
bally committed to the 
Mid-American Conference 
school rather than wait for 
offers to come from said 
schools. Simon was instru-
mental in Coleman’s deci-
sion. The two talk frequent-
ly on the phone, as much 
about life as football, and 
Coleman thinks his future 
is brightest under Simon’s 
wing.

“His whole attitude, 
his aura, was different,” 
said Coleman, a first team 
All-Queens selection by 

the New York Post who was 
third in the CHSFL in total 
offense with 2,108 yards to 
go along with 20 total touch-
downs last year. “He was a 
straight shooter. When I 
verballed, I called him. We 
have a good bond.”

Simon, after all, has 
previously coached more 
than a decade in the NFL, 
winning a Super Bowl with 
the Baltimore Ravens in 
2000. Plus, there will be an 
opportunity to play in the 
backfield at Buffalo as star 
Branden Oliver will be a 
senior Coleman’s freshman 
year. The Bulls recruited 
Coleman as a running 
back, his preferred posi-
tion, while the other schools 
didn’t commit to him at 
that spot, floating the idea 
of him as a safety or outside 
linebacker instead.

“I think he’s going to 
be a breakout player for 
them,” Christ the King 
Coach Tyree Allison said. 
“He had a great spring, he 
bought into the system. 
He’s going to have a really, 
really productive career at 
the University of Buffalo.”

There is a chance one 
of the BCS schools could 
make a run at Coleman. It 
would have to take some-
thing extraordinary to 
change his mind. Buffalo 
has everything he wanted, 

the opportunity to play 
right way, get a good educa-
tion and coaching staff he 
felt comfortable with.

“Right now my mind 
is set on Buffalo,” he said. 
“It’s a good fit for me.”

Coleman has been in 
touch with Brooklyn Tech 
wide receiver Kyvaune 
Brammer, a Buffalo com-
mit like him, and the two 
may visit the school to-
gether soon. Coleman was 
eager to make his decision 
so he could avoid any dis-
tractions for the coming 
season.

“I didn’t want to feel 
pressure on my back,” he 
said. “I feel like I commit 
now, I can relax, get my 
teammates better, get them 
more looks.”

It will be a busy year 
as he will also be a key part 
to the prestigious boys’ bas-
ketball team. Before hoops, 
however, Coleman is confi-
dent it will be a big fall in 
Middle Village with Alli-
son, a former Hofstra star 
who briefly played in the 
NFL with the New Orleans 
Saints, taking over a talent-
ed group that includes wide 
receiver Jordan Fuchs, an-
other two-sport star, among 
others.

“We’re ready to have a 
big year,” he said. “Every-
body’s getting better.”

CK’s Coleman gets best deal 
from Buffalo football program about the possibility down 

the road. For now, he’s hap-
py scouting.

Claxton has thor-
oughly enjoyed his sojourn 
into scouting. Because he 
played at Hofstra, he didn’t 
get to play many of the na-
tion’s top programs, but as 
Golden State’s east coast 
college scout, Claxton has 
gotten the opportunity to 
attend games courtside at 
Cameron Indoor Stadium 
and the Dean Dome, among 
many others.

“I get to see them now 

and experience the atmo-
sphere,” Claxton said. “You 
still get to stay close to the 
game and I was a big college 
basketball fan.”

The former Hofstra 
star and seven-year NBA 
veteran who won a title 
with the San Antonio Spurs 
in 2003 landed at Christ the 
King because of the camp. 
It was the summer before 
his freshman year of high 
school and Claxton was 
playing in a local league at 
nearby Hoffman Park that 
included the Royals’ fresh-
man team.

“He was killing me,” 

recalled Arbitello, who 
played on the same 1995 
city championship team 
as Claxton, Barkley and 
NBA veteran Lamar Odom. 
“I couldn’t stay in front 
of him. Everybody was 
saying, ‘Wow, this kid is 
good.’”

Through that, Claxton 
was invited to the camp, 
put on a show — “I think 
I worked it out so I didn’t 
have to guard him,” Arbi-
tello joked — and was con-
vinced to attend the Middle 
Village school.

“If I didn’t come to 
camp, I wouldn’t have come 
to this school and who 
knows where I would’ve 
gone,” Claxton said.

Continued from Page 45

Legends

SJU sprinter finishes 6th in Olympic heat
In the sport of track and field, years 

of training often come down to a few 
tenths of a second, which was the case 
for Liberia’s Phobay Kutu-Akoi, a St. 
John’s alumna as she ran an 11.52-sec-
ond 100-meter dash in her heat at the 
2012 Olympic Games, less than 0.4 sec-
onds behind the last semifinal qualifier 
in her group.

The 11.52-second split was identi-
cal to Kutu-Akoi’s performance at the 
2009 Metropolitan Championships that 
earned her the St. John’s University and 
Liberian national record in the 100-me-
ter dash.

“We were very excited to see Pho-
bay run in her preliminary round 
against the best sprinters in the world 
at the Olympics today,” said track and 
field head Coach Jim Hurt. “We are very 
proud of her and her journey that began 
here at St. John’s and took her to London 
for the 2012 Olympic Games.”

Kutu-Akoi got off to a strong start 
from the blocks as she went step for step 
with some of the world’s best athletes. 
Jamaican sprinter and reigning 200-me-

ter gold medalist Veronica Campbell-
Brown separated herself from the pack 
and eventually took the heat with a 10.94 
second mark.

Kutu-Akoi’s time made her the 
41st fastest participant in the 100-meter 
dash.

She qualified for the 2012 Olympic 
Games with an 11.37 second time at the 
Bobcat Classic in San Marcos, Texas, 
April 28.

Kutu-Akoi’s story has gained atten-
tion as she immigrated to the United 
States in 1999 due to the political unrest 
in her home nation of Liberia.

“I wear that uniform so proudly. 
Every time I put it on, it brings me back 
to where I came from,” said Kutu-Akoi. 
“When we moved from Liberia, it was 
December of 1999, and there weren’t 
any wars going on at the time, but there 
were previous civil wars that I had expe-
rienced. ... But I love my country. I had 
a really great childhood. I couldn’t see 
myself representing any other country 
and I’m really excited. This has been a 
dream of mine all along.”

York welcomes new women’s volleyball coach
The York College 

Athletic Department is 
pleased to announce the 
hiring of Ashley Greene, 
the new women’s volley-
ball head coach at York 
College.

Greene comes to York 
after a stellar playing ca-
reer at SUNY Old West-
bury, where she gradu-
ated in 2011 with a degree 
in secondary mathemat-
ics education and made 
the dean’s list for three 
straight years.

A three-year member 
on the women’s volleyball 
team, Greene earned Sky-
line Conference Second-
Team All-Star honors in 
2010 and 2011 after lead-
ing the Panthers in kills 
and ranking second in 
hitting percentage both 
seasons.

Over the past year, 
Greene has also served as 
the head coach of the Per-
formance Volleyball Club 
in Long Island, as well as 
the assistant coach for the 

Bay Shore Middle School 
team.

“I’m really excited,” 
said Greene. “I have a lot 
of new ideas and I think 
people will be surprised 
about what we will ac-
complish.”

The Cardinals will 
open the 2012 season with 
a home doubleheader Sept. 
5 against Yeshiva Univer-
sity and St. Joseph’s Col-
lege (L.I.) beginning at 6 
p.m.

Get daily updates and Web exclusives online at

www.TimesLedger.com
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EMPLOYEE
PRICING

†Excludes TDI models. *Financing with approval through dealer primary lender. Leases based on 10K miles/year. Lessee responsible for excess mileage/wear/tear at lease end. 
All offers: Excludes tax, title and dealer fees. Offers can not be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for details. Expires 8/31/12.

(866) 483-8441

YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY

*

BAYSIDEVW.COMOMCOSIDEVW.CBAYS OCS MWVEDIAYAYBB DAB .

2012 Jetta S  
Lease for only $159*/Month or 

BUY FOR $14,999
36 month term. Manual. A/C, ABS, PWR W/L, CD. $0 Down, 

$0 Security, MSRP: $17,415, Total Payments: $5,724, Residual: 

$9,404. Plus title, tax, options and dealer fees. Excludes TDI 

Models. Offer expires 8/31/12. Deal # 104532

2012 Passat S  
Lease for only $189*/Month or 

BUY FOR $18,999
36 month term. Manual. A/C, PWR W/L, CD, ABS, Bluetooth. 

$0 Down, $0 Security, MSRP: $23,460, Total Payments: $6,804, 

Residual: $11,358. Plus title, tax, options and dealer fees. Excludes 

TDI Models. Offer expires 8/31/12. Deal # 104534

2012 Beetle 2.5L  
Lease for only $199*/Month or 

BUY FOR $17,999
36 month term. Manual, A/C, PWR W/L, CD, ABS, Bluetooth. 

$0 Down, $0 Security, MSRP: $20,565, Total Payments: $7,164, 

Residual: $11,105. Plus title, tax, options and dealer fees. Excludes 

TDI Models. Offer expires 8/31/12. Deal # 104537

$159 $189 $199
JETTA PASSAT BEETLE

LEASE LEASE LEASE
PER 
MO.

PER 
MO.

PER 
MO.

208-12 NORTHERN BLVD. • BAYSIDE, NY  11361

0% APR† for 60 months 
on every 2012 Volkswagen gas 

model, including the Passat.

* * *

0% APR†

for 60 months 
$0 $0Down, Security

* *
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Claim based on a comparison of average download speeds of AndroidTM smartphones operating on the 4G LTE networks of national carriers in the United States. 4G speeds not available everywhere. Limited-time offer. HTC One X requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement 
with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs 
not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 
days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These 
are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen 
images simulated. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying voice 
and data plans required.

HTC ONE™ X
Super-fast 8.0 megapixel camera

Smartphones

on AT&T
Here in
  New York City.

.

Get all the coverage you need! 
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack. 

1.866.MOBILITY
ATT.COM/NETWORK

VISIT A STORE


