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THE WAY OF THE WATER

Members of the DCH Dragons team compete under the sponsorship of Toyota during the 22nd annual Hong Kong 
Dragon Boat Festival that drew thousands to Flushing Meadows Corona Park. See coverage on Pages 12. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOE ANUTA

A Flushing woman was 
shocked when she lost an enve-
lope containing nearly $3,000 last 
month, but she was even more 
surprised when it was returned 
to her without a dollar missing.

On July 16, Barbara Fitzpat-
rick, a 65-year-old retired teacher, 
went to the bank and withdrew 
$2,900 and placed it into a white 
envelope. She was going to use 
the money to buy a new computer 
after running some errands.

But while she was walking 
through the parking lot of the 
Whitestone Pathmark near Ul-
mer Street and 31st Avenue, the 
envelope somehow wormed its 
way out of her pocket. She noticed 
the missing cash when she got 
back in her car to drive home be-
fore heading to Best Buy.

“I was thinking how do I re-
place this? I’m a retired teacher. 
I don’t have this kind of money,” 
Fitzpatrick said. “How could I be 
this careless? I was crazy to put 
that kind of money in my pock-
et.”

Teen indicted 
in shooting of 
diplomat’s wife

BY REBECCA HENELY

A young Jamaica man who 
allegedly fired at some other teen-
agers earlier this year on a block 
not far from Long Island City 
High School and hit the wife of a 
Sudanese diplomat while her chil-
dren were standing by has been 
indicted on attempted murder, 
the Queens district attorney’s of-
fice said.

Miguel Mata, 19, of 90th Av-
enue and 139th Street, was ar-
raigned last Thursday in front 
of Queens Supreme Court Judge 
Fernando Camacho, the DA said. 
His charges include second-de-
gree attempted murder, assault, 
criminal possession of a weapon, 
reckless endangerment, assault 
and two counts of endangering 
the welfare of a child, the DA 
said.

The crimes could land him 
in prison for up to 25 years if he is 
found guilty, the DA said.

Mata’s alleged victim was 
31-year-old Mawahib Elbahi, who 
was shot in the shoulder in front 
of her apartment on 31st Drive 

Continued on Page 16 Continued on Page 16

Malachi Samedy wows the crowd with per-
cussion perfection at the Jamaica Arts and 
Music festival. Photo by Steve Mosco

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Thousands of revelers 

braved the heat and soaked 
up the fun as the cultural di-
versity of southeast Queens 
spilled out onto the streets 
at the 16th annual Jamaica 
Arts and Music Summer 
Festival Saturday.

The open-air street 
festival stretched along 
Jamaica Avenue between 
Parsons Boulevard and 
169th Street and featured 
music, dance and a vast 
array of merchants selling 
everything from jewelry to 
deeply discounted CDs.

Thick plumes of smoke 

rose from the festival as 
well, but this was no fire 
emergency — rather an en-
ticing melange of diverse 
temptations like skewered-
meat, jerk chicken and 
chiccarones. Cups of wa-
termelon slices and freshly 
squeezed lemonade were 

BY PHIL CORSO

It should not be a bumpy ride for long.
A milling and resurfacing project on 

Northern Boulevard between Bayside and 
Douglaston is expected to see a quick turn-
around, Community Board 11 said.

“It is a standard milling and repaving job,” 

Northern Blvd. paving 
to be quick but bumpy

JAMS cranks up the beat

Continued on Page 16Continued on Page 16

Flushing driver loses $3K in lot
Good Samaritan returns thousands to woman who dropped envelope in Whitestone
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT 
FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

www.freesynagogue.org • 718-961-0030 • info@freesynagogue.org
Free on-site parking • Two blocks from Subway/7 train & the LIRR Main St. • Flushing Station

Weekly in June

Tuesdays: Mindfulness Meditation  at 7:30 PM
Fridays:            Shabbat Evening Service  at 8 PM
Saturdays:       Informal Worship & Torah Study  at 10:30 AM

Sunday, June 24 at 10 AM - 5 PM

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything 
else in between at the Outdoor Flea 
Market being held on Sunday, June 24, 
July 22, August 26, and September 23 
from 10:00am to 5:00pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, 
August, and September dates.  Please 
contact the synagogue for details.

Wednesday, June 20 at 6:00 pm
RUSH HOUR CONCERT

When work ends, experience a different 
kind of rush hour on Wednesday, June 
20 at 6:00pm by heading over to the 
synagogue to hear a free classical 
musical concert.

Wednesday, June 27 at 12:00 Noon
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI
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Sunday, July 22 at 10 am - 5 pm

OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything
else in between at the
Outdoor Flea Market being held on Sunday,
July 22, August 26 and October 7 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, August and October dates.
Please contact the synagogue for details.

UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION CLASS:  HEBREW

Thursdays, August 9 through October 4 – 7:30 pm  

As part of his annual series of education at Free Synagogue, Cantor Steven 

Pearlson invites you to come and learn Hebrew. No knowledge whatsoever 

of Hebrew is required for the 

course.  Thursday evenings 

starting on August 9

through October 4

from 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm.

Registration required.  The cost is $5.00 per session for non-members 

or prepayment for all classes is $40.  For more information, please email 

cantor@freesynagogue.org or call (718) 961-0030.

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR

Sunday, August 19 – 10 am to 4:00 pm

We will be hosting a Community Health and 

Wellness Fair on August 19 from 10:00 am to 4:00 

pm. There will be a host of free services offered.  

More details to come.

ONGOING EVENTS IN JULY

 Tuesday - Rabbi Michael’s Meditation Class 7:30 pm

 Friday - Shabbat Service 8 pm

 Saturday - Torah Study  10:30 am

Harpreet Singh Toor, spokesman at the Sikh Cultural Society, 
with Mayor Michael Bloomberg (l.) and District Attorney Richard 
Brown. Photo by Karen Frantz

BY KAREN FRANTZ

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg assured the 
Sikh community in Queens 
Monday that the city would 
protect them after a deadly 
shooting at a Sikh temple in 
Oak Creek, Wis., killed six 
worshipers.

“No matter who you 
are, no matter where you’re 
from, no matter what re-
ligion you profess, you 
have a right to be safe in 
your homes, in your plac-
es of worship and on the 
streets of New York City,” 
Bloomberg said at the Sikh 
Cultural Society in Rich-
mond Hill, where he and 
Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly met with leaders of 
the Sikh community. “We 
have no intolerance for law-
less violence.”

Several other elected 
officials also spoke out 
or issued statements con-
demning the shooting and 
offering condolences to the 
Sikh community.

Sikhs in Queens react-
ed with shock and mourn-
ing in the wake of Sunday’s 
mass shooting, which killed 
the uncle of a leader of the 
Sikh Cultural Society, the 
largest Sikh temple in New 
York.

“Nobody has the right 
to take away somebody’s 
life,” said Harpreet Singh 
Toor, a spokesman at the 
society, at 94-08 118th St.

“We condemn any 
kind of violence against 
our fellow human beings,” 
he said, also speaking out 
against the shooting mas-
sacre at a movie theater 
in Aurora, Colo., just two 
weeks ago.

Mohan Singh Khatra, 
chairman of the Sikh Cul-
tural Society, whose uncle, 
Suvez Khatra, was killed 
in the rampage, said he 
last spoke with his relative 
by telephone on the day he 
died about future plans to 
visit him in Wisconsin.

“I feel really bad be-
cause we never can see him 
again,” said Khatra.

His voice also broke 
when talking about a po-
lice officer originally from 
Brooklyn who was among 
those shot and was in criti-
cal condition.

Others in the Sikh 
community said they were 
heartbroken at violence 
against what they said was 
a peaceful and harmonious 
culture.  The Sikhs’ home-
land is in the Punjab region 
straddling India and Paki-
stan.

 The NYPD has ramped 
up security at Sikh temples 
throughout the city, al-
though Kelly said there had 
been no specific threats 
made against the commu-
nity.

Queens has one of the 
largest Sikh populations 
in the world, with about 
15,000 individuals living in 
Richmond Hill and the sur-
rounding neighborhoods.

He said the NYPD is 
also in communication 
with the FBI to learn of 
any direct threats to Sikhs 
here.

Some in the commu-
nity were nervous after the 
Wisconsin shooting, with 
one man, Anshdeep Singh, 
saying he spoke with some 
parents who were reluctant 
to send their kids to a sum-
mer camp that is being or-
ganized.

Singh, who teaches 
martial arts at the cen-

ter, said he was not wor-
ried about his own safety, 
but he was fearful for his 
community, saying that 
bias against Sikhs had in-
creased since Sept. 11, 2001.

“We’ve been targeted 
because of our distinct ap-
pearances,” he said.

Sikh men wear tur-
bans and grow their beards 
long similar to many Mus-
lims, although they belong 
to separate religions.

He said he has felt 
discriminated against in 
school and in his work-
place, and that he was not 
alone in feeling that way.

“Our community has 
been through a lot,” he 
said.

Supreet Kaur, who 
works with the Sikh Coali-
tion, the country’s largest 
Sikh civil rights organiza-
tion, echoed the sentiment, 
saying the organization 
has documented 900 acts 
of bias and discrimination 
against Sikhs in New York 
since 9/11.

“This bias has invaded 
all aspects of our lives,” she 
said, saying it includes hate 
crimes, bullying in schools 
and corporate profiling.

She said the way to 
end violence against Sikhs 
and other minority groups 
is to take a hard look at 
why discrimination exists 
against minorities in the 
first place.

Queens Sikhs shocked
by shooting rampage
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Astorian requesting old iPods for Alzheimer’s patients
Association says listening to music can engage, unlock memories for late-stage dementia sufferers

BY REBECCA HENELY

An Astoria musician 
who has two parents with 
Alzheimer’s disease is 
holding a citywide drive to 
collect iPods. Caregivers 
have used the MP3 players 
as therapeutic tools to spur 
the memories of those with 
dementia.

“There are iPods lying 
in drawers all around the 
country that people don’t 
use because they want the 
latest and greatest,” said 
Dave Roth, 45.

Roth’s mother Natha-
lee and his father Milton 
were both diagnosed with 
the disease, which causes 
the degeneration of the 
mind over many years. Na-
thalee Roth was diagnosed 
almost five years ago and 
Milton Roth was diagnosed 
three years ago, although 
Dave Roth and his six elder 
brothers and sisters can 

now recall signs that their 
parents were beginning 
to show symptoms from at 
least a decade ago.

“My dad’s in early 
stages and my mom’s in 
the later stages,” Dave Roth 
said.

The Roths’ youngest 
son, a Broadway pit musi-
cian, has been working 
closely with the Alzheim-
er’s Association’s New York 
City chapter’s ambassador 
program for the last two 
years. Through the asso-
ciation, Dave Roth became 
aware of the documentary 
“Alive Inside.”

The in-progress film 
shows the work of neurolo-
gist Dr. Oliver Sacks and 
social worker Dan Cohen, 
who found that exposing 
patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease to music from their 
childhood can spur patients 
who barely moved or spoke 
to groove to the music and 

sing.
“Using this personal-

ized playlist for people with 
dementia ... really has a 
dramatic effect and really 
engages and connects peo-
ple back with the music,” 
said Jed Levine, executive 

vice president of the asso-
ciation’s New York chapter.

After seeing the film, 
Roth was eager to try it on 
his mother. Dave Roth said 
his mother can only speak 
four words on most days, 
but while listening to mu-

sic she is able to sing words 
that she has not used for 
years.

“It’s extremely inspi-
rational,” Dave Roth said. 
“Obviously as a musician 
the outreach of music is not 
surprising to me.”

Dave Roth then decid-
ed to create an iPod drive. 
The collection has been 
running since July 1 and 
ends Aug. 19, the same day 
as his parents’ 60th wed-
ding anniversary. Donated 
iPods can be sent to the Al-
zheimer’s Association New 
York City Chapter, 360 Lex-
ington Ave., 4th Floor, New 
York, NY 10017.

They will go to the non-
profit group Music & Mem-
ory, which will distribute 
them and, with the help of 
staff members and volun-
teers, create personal play-
lists for patients  in nursing 
homes and assisted living 
facilities.

“Whether it’s The 
Beatles or whether it’s Bar-
bra Streisand or whether 
it’s opera or hymns, it’s mu-
sic that’s been specifically 
chosen because it reflects 
who that person is,” Levine 
said.

Astorian Dave Roth (c.) is holding an iPod drive to help those with Alzheimer’s disease, like his par-
ents Milton (l.) and Nathalee. Photo courtesy Dave Roth

BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
Celina Alvarez used to 

work at the Taqueria El Idolo 
restaurant on Corona Avenue in 
Elmhurst as a cook, but in Febru-
ary she started to feel sick.

Alvarez, who moved to New 
York from Mexico two years ago, 
said she kept going to work be-
cause she did not have paid sick 
days.

A week later she ended up 
in the hospital and was released 
with a heart monitor and orders 
to rest for two weeks .She called 
her employer and told him what 
happened, but she said when she 
was well enough to return to 
work, the taqueria did not take 
her back.

“In other words, I lost my 
job just because I got sick and 
couldn’t go back to work right 
away,” she said.

Alvarez told her story in 
front of the taqueria at a rally 
last week. She was joined by City 
Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-Elmhurst), low-wage workers 

and small business owners, who 
were speaking in support of a 
proposal that would protect New 
Yorkers’ jobs if they need to take 
sick leave and require many busi-
nesses to offer paid sick days.

“We can no longer have New 
Yorkers lose their jobs based on 
the fact that they’re sick,” said 
Ferreras.

She is sponsoring the sick 
leave bill, which has garnered 
strong support in the Council. 
The proposal would require busi-
nesses with more than five em-
ployees to provide earned, paid 
sick days for their workers. Busi-
nesses with more than 20 employ-
ees would have to give  nine days 
and businesses with less than 20 
would provide five. Businesses 
with fewer than five employees 
would not have to provide paid 
sick days, but workers’ jobs would 
be protected if they missed five 
days of work due to illness.

Hilary Klein, a lead orga-
nizer with Make the Road New 
York, an advocacy organization 
for low-wage workers, said when 

ill employees go to work, it makes 
it more likely that diseases will 
spread. But if workers are allowed 
to stay home when they are sick, 
it benefits everyone, she said.

Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) has said 
she is not planning on bringing 

the bill up for a vote anytime soon 
because she is worried about the 
impact it would have on local 
business.

“This is just not the right 
time to do it,” she said at a meet-
ing with small business owners at 
the Sly Fox Inn in Fresh Meadows 

last week.
She said that although paid 

sick leave “is a laudable goal,” she 
is concerned about the effect it 
would have on small business in 
a difficult economy.

The sick leave bill would cost 
an additional 1.5 percent to 1.8 
percent of businesses’ payrolls, 
an extra burden small businesses 
cannot afford, Quinn said.

She said the bill would “put 
people out of business and we’re 
going to lose jobs at a time when 
we’re seeing unemployment go 
up.”

The Queens Chamber of Com-
merce also opposes the bill, say-
ing most businesses that do not 
offer paid sick leave are in sectors 
that have low profit margins and 
have to hire replacement workers 
when employees miss work.

Most of these businesses have 
barter systems in place wherein 
employees can exchange shifts 
when they are sick, a system the 
government cannot effectively 
regulate, the chamber said in a 
letter sent to Quinn this year.

Supporters of paid sick leave rally outside of an Elmhurst taqueria where one 
woman said she lost her job for being sick. Photo by Karen Frantz

Ferreras wants workers to be paid for sick days
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*Activities Subject to Change per Cruise. This is NOT a Seated Event.

-Magician-Live Music

Bagged Lunch for Everyone
Cruise Around the Statue of Liberty!

-Puppet Show
-Arts & Crafts-Face Painting

www.KiddieCruise.com212-987-9200

$ PER TICKET

*Valid for Dates Above only
SAIL
Mention5 O

FF
 

Sept 16Aug 19 Aug 26

All Inclusive Family Fun on the Hudson River

A Princess PirateAdventure&

An officer explains to Annie Yu (l.) how the registration she just 
completed will allow police to track her iPhone in the event of a 
theft. Photo by Joe Anuta

BY JOE ANUTA

Technocrats in the 
109th Precinct are taking a 
novel approach to fighting 
iThieves, the latest scourge 
terrorizing the neighbor-
hood.

Officers set up a table 
along Main Street near 
Roosevelt Avenue Friday 
to register iPhone and iPad 
owners for a program that 
can track their devices 
should they fall into the 
wrong hands, which ac-
cording to the precinct’s 
commanding officer, Dep-
uty Inspector Brian Magu-
ire, happens frequently.

“At night around here, 
the iPhone is like a beacon 
for criminals,” he said. “It’s 
one of the biggest targets.”

Unsuspecting victims 
often whip out their phones 
or tablets as soon as they 
emerge from the No. 7 train 
station downtown, trying 
to catch a signal as soon as 
it is available.

It presents a perfect 
opportunity for thieves, but 
with the registration pro-
gram, police have an extra 
weapon on their side.

On Friday, Apple own-
ers gave their information, 
including serial numbers, 
to the officers at the table, 
who then registered them 
with the technology com-
pany’s application Find My 
iPhone.

If a phone or tablet 
is ever lost or stolen, the 
victim can approach any 
officer who also has an iP-
hone.

By calling up the app 
and typing in a password, 

the program draws on the 
registration information 
and activates the GPS posi-
tioning system in the stolen 
device.

The app then gives of-
ficers a road map to where 
the phone is, and it is a road 
cops in the precinct have 
traveled before.

On June 27, a 15-year-
old girl reported her iPhone 
stolen to police at the 109th 
Precinct. She had regis-
tered with the program and 
had called up the location 
of the phone on an iPad.

When officers followed 
the map to the location, 
they arrested 23-year-old 
Gabriel Bazan, who police 
said was in possession of 
an iPhone protected by a 
cat-shaped green protective 
case, complete with a set of 
ears.

“In the event a phone 
is lost or stolen, this will in-
crease the chances that we 

will recover it and make an 
arrest,” Maguire said at the 
registration table, which 
was mobbed with people 
jostling for position.

According to Commu-
nity Affairs Detective Kevin 
O’Donnell, the precinct had 
registered 127 people by the 
end of the session and plans 
were in the works to expand 
the program throughout 
the precinct, which covers 
Downtown Flushing, East 
Flushing, Queensboro Hill, 
College Point, Malba, Whit-
estone, Beechhurst and Bay 
Terrace.

The iPhone is such 
a popular target because 
thieves can easily resell it 
on the street for cash, po-
lice said.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Mobile clinic offers free mammograms
The American-Italian Cancer Foun-

dations’ mobile clinic will be providing 
no-cost mammograms and clinical breast 
exams at locations across the borough 
throughout August.

The services will be provided to wom-
en 40 and older with a New York City mail-
ing address and who have not received a 
mammogram in the past 12 months.

The mobile clinic will be at the Jo-
seph P. Addabbo Family Health Center in 

Arverne (Aug. 3), the Corona Health Cen-
ter (Aug. 4), the Shelter Rock Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in South Jamaica (Aug. 
5), City Councilman James Sanders’ (D-
Jamaica) Far Rockaway office (Aug. 10), 
the Battalion Pentecostal Assembly in 
Arverne (Aug. 19) and Amazing Medical 
Services in Jamaica (Aug. 31).

To make an appointment call 1-800-
628-9090.

109th Pct. takes a bite
out of iPhone larceny
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$99 MOVE IN SPECIAL

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.
166-07 HILLSIDE AVENUE JAMAICA NY 11432

VISIT US AT WWW.ZARAREALTY.COM

QUEENS: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 NASSAU: 516-292-6071

Brand New Studios 1, 2 & 3 Bdrms, Furnished & Unfurnished, Short and Long Term Leases

Present This Coupon & Receive up to $200
NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

OFFER EXPIRES DEC 2012

Some with Free Gas, Gym, Laundromat

Brand New Kitchens and Bathrooms

24 Hr. Maintenance and Emergency Repairs

24 Hr. Surveillance all Sites.

Professional and Friendly Staff

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affordable

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
Critics of the city De-

partment of Education’s 
plan to phase out Jamaica 
High School say a recent 
state report confirms their 
worst fears that the city has 
abandoned the students at 
the embattled institution.

“This basically con-
firms what I and state edu-
cation people have been 
saying about the school for 
a long time,” said state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside), 
who has previously criti-
cized the DOE for failing to 
support the students at Ja-
maica High as it phases the 
school out.

“This is how you kill a 
school. You say it’s a failing 
school and you take away 
its resources and it fails,” 
he said.

Citing more than a 
decade of low graduation 
rates, the DOE voted in ear-
ly 2011 to close the school, 
phasing out one grade each 

year until 2014.
At the same time, the 

DOE voted to begin phasing 
in the Jamaica Gateway to 
the Sciences High School, 
which would share the 
building, at 167-01 Gothic 
Drive, with the existing 
Hillside Arts & Letters 
Academy, the High School 
for Community Leader-
ship and Queens Collegiate 
School.

Advocates have said 
that while students at the 
other schools benefit from 
the best resources and sup-
port, the remaining stu-
dents at Jamaica High have 
been left with less-than-ad-
equate resources.

The state Education 
Department recently re-
leased a report on Jamaica 
High based on a February 
2012 site visit. The report 
found students at the school 
were not being offered 
honors or advanced place-
ment classes or calculus, 
chemistry, physics or SAT 

preparation courses. It also 
cited concerns there was no 
certified special education 
teacher.

Included in the report 
was a response from the 
DOE dated May 21 address-
ing the issues. According 
to the department, Jamaica 
HS had instituted an op-
tional period for English, 
math and social studies 
honor classes and planned 
to partner with Gateway 
high school next year to of-
fer AP and honors classes.

The two schools were 
also in discussions to col-
laborate on SAT prepara-
tion, which Jamaica High 
began offering March 24, 
according to the DOE.

The DOE said Jamaica 
High created room in its 
budget for a special educa-
tion teacher, but the admin-
istration could not find one 
it found suitable.

James Eterno, a social 
studies teacher at Jamaica 
High and its United Fed-

eration of Teachers chap-
ter leader, said the DOE’s 
responses were merely 
measures to placate critics 
and fell short of meaning-
ful support for the approxi-
mately 700 students there 
last year.

“We’re basically oper-
ating a skeleton crew with 
skeletal programs,” he 
said. “That’s not what they 
promised these kids.”

Eterno said that as 
the phase-out process con-
tinues, Jamaica High loses 
more space and resources 
each year.

“They’re trying to save 
dollars in a way that makes 
no sense at all,” he said, 
adding that a recent court 
ruling blocking Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s plan to 
close 24 struggling schools 
across the city gave him 
hope for the students at Ja-
maica High until the school 
is shuttered for good.

Jamaica High School teachers say they have been forced to 
share their classrooms in just a few spaces inside the building, 
as shown in this photo from September 2011. The state Education 
Department recently released a report identifying programs lack-
ing at the phase-out school. Photo courtesy James Eterno

Jamaica HS stripped of resources: State DOE
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BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Immigrant rights ad-

vocates and union mem-
bers from across the city 
joined employees of an East 
Elmhurst car wash last 
Thursday to demand better 
wages and working condi-
tions.

The 70 protesters at 
Hi-Tek Car Wash & Lube, at 
83-01 24th Ave., said owner 
Gary Pinkus pays his em-
ployees less than New York 
state minimum wage, re-
quires employees to pay 
out-of-pocket for supplies to 
clean the cars and has cut 
their hours when the work-
ers have complained.

“What they’re asking 
are very basic things,” said 
Ana Maria Archila, of the 
immigrant advocacy group 
Make the Road New York.

Other protesters came 
from her organization 
and chapters of the Retail, 
Wholesale and Department 
Store Union. They chanted 
and beat on snare drums or 
buckets for about an hour, 
requesting an audience 
with Pinkus. Archila said 
23 of the business’ 28 em-
ployees signed a letter de-
manding better treatment, 
and two other employees 
were supportive but feared 
further retaliation.

“All we want to do is 
communicate,” said David 
Mertz of the union. “All we 
want to do is achieve jus-
tice.”

Pinkus did not respond 
to requests for comment.

The protesters at-
tempted multiple times to 
deliver the letter person-
ally, but Pinkus declined 
to meet with them. Officers 
from the 115th Precinct oc-
casionally rebuffed those 
at the rally and other times 
acted as go-betweens. The 
protesters eventually put 
the letter in the business’ 
mailbox.

Juan Antonio, 29, a 
Mexican native who has 
been working at the car 
wash for five years, said 

through a Spanish trans-
lator that he is paid $5.25 
an hour — two dollars less 
than New York state mini-
mum wage — and has to 
spend $20 every two months 
to buy his own gloves and 
cleaner for the cars. He said 
that after the workers tried 
to organize a union a few 
months ago, their hours 
were cut.

“He knows very well 
that we already earn very 
little, and if we work less 
hours it’s almost impos-
sible to survive,” Antonio 
said in a statement.

Mertz said both paying 
below minimum wage and 
the retaliation were illegal.

Make the Road and 
the union have protested 
against multiple car wash 
businesses throughout the 
city, which they say regu-
larly engage in wage theft. 
Their WASH New York 
Campaign has earned the 
support of multiple Queens 
City Council members.

“We have an industry 
that is totally rogue, that 
breaks labor laws left and 
right,” Archila said.

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
A janitor contracted 

to work at LaGuardia Com-
munity College got the boot 
earlier this year after he 
tried to pay a high school 
student more than $100 to 
suck on her toes, accord-
ing to documents from the 
Department of Education’s 
special commissioner of 
investigation for the city 
school district’s office.

Harley Joseph, 29, was 
hired as a maintenance 
worker for the Long Island 
City institution through 
the commercial cleaning 
business, Perfect Building 
Maintenance. Documents 
from the special commis-
sioner’s office said after al-
legedly making the bizarre 
request to a Middle College 
High School student in Feb-
ruary, he was terminated 
the same day.

“The college acted 
quickly upon learning of 
the incident, and Perfect 
Building Maintenance re-
sponded by permanently 
removing the employee 
from the campus,” said La-
Guardia spokeswoman Su-
san Lyddon in a statement. 
“Safeguarding our com-
munity is among the high-
est priorities at LaGuardia 
Community College.”

LaGuardia is at 31-10 
Thomson Ave. in Long Is-
land City and Middle Col-
lege is at 31-01 Thomson 

Ave. The victim had been 
taking some classes at the 
college.

Neither Perfect Build-
ing Maintenance nor Jo-
seph responded to requests 
for comment.

Joseph had first ap-
proached the victim on her 
way to class in November, 
asking for her phone num-
ber and a lunch date, but 
the student refused, the 
commissioner’s office doc-
uments said. Joseph then 
made a pass at the same 
girl Feb. 10, the documents 
said.

As she was on the col-
lege’s patio, Joseph told her 
she had “nice feet” and of-
fered her $100, then $200 to 
suck on her toes, the docu-
ments said. When the stu-
dent said no, Joseph pulled 
out his wallet, saying he 
would give her as much 
money as she wanted, then 
said they could go to an 
ATM to get more money, 
the documents said.

Joseph had grabbed 
the girl’s wrist trying to get 
her to go with him, but the 
student said she was “not a 
prostitute” and broke free, 
the documents said. The 
janitor warned her not to 
tell anybody, but the stu-
dent went to another school 
worker and filed a report 
with security, resulting in 
his termination, the docu-
ments said.

The office opened an 

Laora Tapia (c.) decries the practices of an East Elmhurst car wash at a rally. 
Photo by Yinghao Luo

Unions rally for car washers
E. Elmhurst biz owner accused of not paying workers owed wages

LGA janitor sacked 
in toe suck case: City
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Halloran to Meng: Make 
donor collectors public

BY JOE ANUTA

The Republican candi-
date in the congressional 
race based around Flush-
ing is calling on his Demo-
cratic opponent to release 
the names of people who 
collected her campaign do-
nations in the wake of the 
arrest of former state As-
semblyman Jimmy Meng.

City Councilman Dan 
Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
issued a statement Monday 
calling on Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
to release the name of bun-
dlers, a disclosure 
that is not required 
by law in a congres-
sional election.

“If Grace Meng 
isn’t ready to disclose her 
finances, how can she be 
ready to represent us in 
Congress?” said Steven 
Stites, Halloran’s cam-
paign spokesman. “Her 
campaign coffers are flush 
with special interest mon-
ey. The people deserve to 
know who helped her raise 
that money. New Yorkers 
can’t help but wonder what 
Grace Meng has to hide.”

At a recent Republican 
event, Halloran said Jimmy 
Meng had bundled about 25 
percent of his daughter’s 
campaign donations, ac-

cording to a video posted 
on the political blog of The 
New York Observer.

Jimmy Meng was ar-
rested July 24 and charged 
with wire fraud in connec-
tion with accepting $80,000 
in bribe money from an 
informer for the FBI. The 
former Flushing assembly-
man had allegedly taken 
the money in exchange for 
peddling what prosecutors 
contend was non-existent 
influence in the Manhattan 
district attorney’s office.

But his daughter’s 
campaign painted the re-

quest as a cheap 
shot by Halloran, 
who as of the last 
campaign finance 
disclosure was run-

ning with a significantly 
smaller war chest than his 
Democratic opponent.

“Simply saying some-
thing doesn’t make it so — 
an important lesson most 
elementary school students 
learn, but one Councilman 
Halloran cannot seem to 
grasp. Assemblywoman 
Meng’s congressional pri-
mary was a huge effort, 
active across the entire 
district and in all neighbor-
hoods and communities,” 
said Austin Finan, Grace 
Meng’s campaign spokes-
man. “No one person, other 

than Grace, played an out-
sized role then or now.”

Meng’s camp has not 
officially released the iden-
tities of the bundlers and 
how much money each has 
gathered from other donors, 
and Halloran’s spokes-
man declined to comment 
on where the councilman 
came up with the 25 percent 
figure.

Supporters of Meng are 
hosting a $100-per-ticket 
dinner event in Manhattan 
later this month, where the 
host committee pays $500 
a pop and the host $1,000. 
Halloran’s camp declined 
to comment on any upcom-
ing fund-raisers.

Amid the back and 
forth over the bundlers, 
Meng picked up the en-
dorsement of the Working 
Families Party, and 

“I’m proud and grate-
ful to have the support of 
the Working Families Par-
ty,” she said in a statement. 
“The [party] has long stood 
up for the same values I 
believe in — a fair, livable 
income, affordable housing 
and protecting the middle 
class at all costs.”

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
718-260-4566.

City Councilman Dan Halloran (l.) is calling on state Assemblywoman Grace Meng to release the 
names of bundlers who raised money for her congressional run.

AUGUST 29TH

THE FAMOUS ROSCOE DINER!
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PROVIDING ALL OF YOUR MEDICAL

NEEDS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

WE ACCEPT MEDICARE, MEDICAID,
MEDICAID HMO’S & PRIVATE INSURANCES

TEL:  FAX:

ALERNO
URGICAL
UPPLIES INC.

CARDS

GET LOAN

Trans-Am Credit Solutions
Have A Job?

Outstanding Bills?

GET LOAN
No Application Fee

❑ Personal Loans
❑ Business Loans

❑ Credit Cards Debt Loans
❑ Home Improvements Loans

❑ Auto
❑ Bad Credit Loans

Call Today: 1-800-689-3510

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

The state Education Department in June retroactively placed JHS 
8, in South Jamaica, on its list of persistently dangerous schools 
for the 2011-12 school year.

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The state Education 

Department in June retro-
actively placed South Ja-
maica’s Richard S. Grossley 
JHS 8 on its list of persis-
tently dangerous schools 
for the 2011-12 school year.

Should the school re-
main on the list next year, 
parents will be able to 
transfer their children to 
other schools as the city at-
tempts to bring down the 
rate of violent incidents

The federal No Child 
Left Behind Act requires 
states to compile lists of 
dangerous schools each 
year, leaving it up to each 
state to define the criteria.

In New York, schools 
are placed on the list if they 
document approximately 
six violent incidents for 
every 100 students over a 
period of two years. Seri-
ous incidents can include 
robbery; assault; possess-
ing, using or threatening 
to use a weapon; reckless 
endangerment; arson; kid-
napping; sexual offenses; 
and homicide.

In August 2011, the 
state identified 14 persis-
tently dangerous schools 
across the state for the 2011-
12 school year, none of them 
in Queens.

The NYSED said there 
were errors between  the 
city and state that took 
some time to verify and 
correct, and in June it ret-

roactively added three city 
schools, including JHS 8, to 
the 2011-12 list.

The city Department 
of Education said it plans 
to notify parents of the des-
ignation as well as their op-
tions after the state releases 
its 2012-13 list in August.

“Parents at the three 
schools will have the option 
to transfer their children 
through our process for No 
Child Left Behind. This is 
done throughout the enroll-
ment office,” a department 
representative said.

Each school will re-

ceive a $100,000 grant to 
help implement a plan to 
improve school safety. Ac-
cording to the NYSED 
website, successful schools 
have created safer environ-
ments by developing and eq-
uitably enforcing a conduct 
code, developing safety and 
response plans and con-
ducting drills to increase 
preparedness for serious 
incidents and analyzing in-
cident data in order to rec-
ognize when intervention 
is necessary.

JHS 8 in South Jamaica
placed on dangerous list
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A non surgical treatment for counteracting 
the effects of time & gravity on your skin 

in as little as 30-60 minutes.

AN UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE 

Noninvasive Uplifting 
Ultrasound Procedure

Irene Schulman, M.D.

35-20 90th St. (Bet. 35th & 37th Ave.)
www.ireneschulmanmdpc.com

Post-Treatment: 120 Days
(2nd Treatment)

Pre-Treatment Post-Treatment: 120 DaysPre-Treatment
*All Technologists are Licensed & Insured. Performed Under the 

Supervision of a Licensed & Board Certifi ed Physician.

718.267.0510Free Evaluation Consultation Seminar 

BY PHIL CORSO

The fullbacks, half-
backs and quarterbacks 
seem to be making a come-
back.

A group of northeast 
Queens football coaches 
said they were working to 
bring youth football back 
to the young and aspir-
ing players in Little Neck, 
Queens Village and Fresh 
Meadows.

After almost 10 years, 
the Long Island Toma-
hawks youth football or-
ganization is returning 
and recruiting players for 
the upcoming season, the 
group said.

And according to the 
coaches working to revive 
the team, they are not do-
ing this to look back but in-
stead to blitz ahead.

“We don’t want to just 
relive our glory days,” said 
Steve Digilio, the Toma-
hawks’ coach and organiz-

er. “We are just trying to 
give back to the kids.”

The Long Island Tom-
ahawks, initially estab-
lished in the 1950s, became 
defunct as the group ap-
proached the early ’90s and 
participation dwindled. 
With a motto of “Never die 
easy,” Digilio and some 
Tomahawks alumni or-
chestrated the team’s first 
comeback in 2003, which 
also fizzled out by the fol-
lowing year.

“It takes a lot to get 
something going and to 
keep it going,” Digilio said.

But what makes this 
comeback different, Digilio 
said, was experience and 
dedication to bring a spe-
cial skills set of football to 
Queens’ kids. In an area 
where youth football is 
scarcely available with the 
only other youth football 
leagues in Jamaica, Bay-
side and Ridgewood, Digilio 
said the Long Island Toma-

hawks offer a unique level 
of discipline in its coaching 
approach.

Often, Digilio said, the 
coaches would join in on 
the training and be battling 
alongside the players dur-
ing workouts in the team’s 
previous revival in 2003.

“Our kids are always 
learning,” Digilio said. “It 

isn’t about how big and how 
fast and how strong you 
might play. It’s about how 
smart you are on the field.”

Helping Digilio bring 
back the Tomahawks are 
former players and par-
ticipants Tyrone Stith and 
Wayne Deleston. Stith, who 
also works with the Youth 
Sports Network covering 

local community leagues, 
wrote on the Tomahawks’ 
online guest book solicit-
ing interest in reviving the 
team.

“I am constantly asked 
about the hole in youth 
football in Queens Village,” 
Stith said. “There is a need 
for a youth football organi-
zation in the Queens Vil-

lage, Hollis and Bellerose 
area.”

The Long Island Tom-
ahawks’ current home field 
is at Alley Pond Park in 
Bellerose and the organiza-
tion is currently working 
to form teams for the fall 
season from ages 8 to 17. 
Interested athletes can call 
646-465-3743 for more in-
formation or email litoma-
hawks@yahoo.com.

Digilio, who has been 
coaching youth football for 
almost 40 years, said he 
was thrilled at the prospect 
of bringing Tomahawks-
style play back to Queens, 
adding that teaching was a 
key part of his being.

“I teach kids. It is what 
God has given me the op-
portunity to do and it is 
a passion for me,” Digilio 
said. “It is a way to keep 
them off the streets and a 
way to get them set up for 
high school football.”

Long Island Tomahawks youth football returns to Queens
Lifelong Bellerose coach joins with dedicated alumni to bring unique brand of play back to area

The peewee team for the Long Island Tomahawks youth football group poses for a photo. 
Photo courtesy Long Island Tomahawks
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The Q line offers the 
best service in the subway 
system, including fewer de-
lays, clean cars and a good 
chance of getting a seat dur-
ing rush hour, according 
to the Straphangers Cam-
paign’s 15th annual State of 
the Subways report.

The designation of 
worst subway line went to 
the C train, with its many 
1960s-era cars, high break-
down record and long 
waits.

It was the first time the 
Q had ranked No. 1 since 
2001, while the C has been 
rated last for four years in 
a row.

“Riders on the Q have 
much more reliable cars, 
frequent service, subway 
car cleanliness and car an-
nouncements,” said Gene 
Russianoff, attorney for the 
Straphangers, the transit 
activist agency.

The C line performed 
as the worst or next to the 
worst subway line in the 
system on four measures: 
amount of scheduled ser-
vice, delays caused by 
mechanical breakdowns, 
subway car cleanliness and 
announcements.

But the C performed 
above average in the system 
on regularity of service and 
on the chance of getting a 
seat at rush hour.

“The people who regu-
larly ride the C train should 
be up in arms about the 
quality of their service,” 
Russianoff said.

The Q runs between 
Coney Island-Stillwell Av-
enue in Brooklyn and As-
toria-Ditmars Boulevard 
in Queens. The C operates 
from East New York in 
Brooklyn to Washington 
Heights in Manhattan.

The complete report 
card, from best to worst, 
was Q, No. 7, J/Z, No. 1, L, 
No. 6, E, F, M, R, N, No. 3, 
D, No. 2, B, A, Nos. 4 and 5 
and C.

The Straphangers said 
the No. 4 had the clearest, 

easy-to-understand train 
announcements. The E had 
the fewest breakdowns, the 
cleanest was the No. 1 and 
the best for getting a seat 
was the R.

Commenting on the 
survey, the Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority 
said, “While we appreciate 
the positive results of the 
Straphangers’ latest sur-
vey, those results do not tell 
the full story.”

The Q, which runs between Coney Island-Stillwell Avenue in Brooklyn and Astoria-Ditmars Boulevard 
in Queens, is the best in the city, according to the annual State of the Subways report. 

Chart courtesy the Straphangers 

Q tops in best subway survey
Transit group gives honor to Queens line for fi rst time; C rated as worst

Get your Queens news 
on facebook today...

BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The head of the Queens 

GOP said Tuesday he had 
not spoken to Democratic 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
about a possible run for 
mayor as a Republican, but 
he did give his prospects a 
slim chance.

“Whenever we run 
candidates for Assembly, 
Senate, Congress ... we al-
ways ask the question, ‘Is 
there anything in your past 
that might embarrass you 
and the Republican Par-
ty?’” said Queens Republi-
can Party Chairman Phil 
Ragusa. “I don’t think he 
can pass that test.”

Smith did not return a 
request  for comment.

Ragusa was referring 
to several controversial 
undertakings Smith has 
been implicated in over the 
years. Smith recently de-
nied having been involved 
in any wrongdoing in, but 
admitted he had done a 
poor job in setting the re-
cord straight.

The political website 
City & State last week pub-
lished an in-depth article 
in which Smith addressed 
allegations he had used 
political favoritism in the 
Aqueduct Entertainment 
Group’s bid to build the 
Aqueduct Racino and mini-
mized his involvement in 
two nonprofits that had 
been the subjects of official 
investigations.

Smith has not been 
charged in any of the inves-
tigations and no criminal 
wrongdoing on his part has 

been found, but he told City 
& State that he had failed to 
repudiate negative stories 
in the press.

“That’s a fault I clearly 
have learned not to do in 
the future,” he told City & 
State. “Absolutely not to 
do. Somebody writes some-
thing, you gotta call ’em 
right back up or put a state-
ment out or something. 
Can’t just let it sit.”

Several articles have 
appeared lately alluding to 
Smith’s interest in a may-
oral run on the GOP line, 
but Ragusa said he and 
the other four county GOP 
heads had not heard from 
the senator until after those 
articles were published.

The Democratic Party 
field for mayor is crowded 
with City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan), former City Comp-
troller Bill Thompson, 
Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Scott Stringer and 
City Comptroller John Liu 
all eyeing runs.

In order to run as a 
Republican, Smith would 
need at least three of the 
party’s five county chairs 
to endorse him.

Ragusa said he would 
be more inclined to support 
Republicans such as NYPD 
Commissioner Ray Kelly or 
Manhattan businessman 
John Catsimatidis before 
Smith.

“I don’t know. I think 
with the field out there, I 
would rather run a Republi-
can” who is registered with 
the party, he said.

Malcolm Smith eyes 
GOP run for mayor

State Sen. Malcolm Smith, a Democrat, is considering a run for 
mayor as a Republican. Photo by Christina Santucci
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UNICEF joins Ridgewood Y to teach youth about diversity
Partners raise awareness of what makes city unique at summer day camp to promote multiculturalism

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Children are constant-

ly learning — unfortunate-
ly, sometimes they learn to 
discriminate.

That is why the Ridge-
wood YMCA, at 69-02 64th 
St., partnered with UNICEF 
to bring hands-on learning 
enrichment programs to 
Summer Day Camps, aim-
ing to expand the partici-
pants’ young horizons and 
help them understand that 
diversity is a concept they 
should embrace.

UNICEF, a global orga-
nization founded in 1946 to 
provide children with relief 
and promote their rights, 
teamed up with Ridgewood 
Y’s summer learning ob-
jectives to create a unique 
four-week program for the 
Y’s day camp youngsters. 
The camp’s theme this 
year, “I Love New York,” 

celebrates diversity and 
raises the children’s aware-
ness of the many different 
people who make the city a 
special place.

Cortnie McGinnis, the 
youth and family director 
at the Y, said programs like 
the Y’s partnership with 
UNICEF fosters multicul-
turalism in the community 
and on a global level.

“Teaching diversity 
to children at a young age 
reinforces the concepts of 
integrity, respect, respon-
sibility and caring, which 
are all core values of the 
YMCA,” she said.

Katia Stefanatou, a 
UNICEF Global Citizenship 
Fellow, said building global 
competency needs to start 
at a young age.

“It seems that children 
are taught to discriminate 
from the moment they are 
born, so we come in and try 

to help them see that diver-
sity is part of what makes 
the world such a great 
place,” she said.

To help illustrate 
the connections to differ-
ent cultures, Stefanatou 
showed the children slides 

featuring children from 
different countries dressed 
in traditional clothing. She 
then asked the youngsters 
to share their own tradi-
tions and encouraged them 
to ask questions.

Stefanatou said the 

lack of cultural under-
standing is what can lead 
to bullying in classrooms 
and other settings. The 
UNICEF representative 
came to the United States 
from Greece four years ago 
and she said her experience 
coming from another coun-
try inspired her to help 
young children recognize 
and appreciate diversity in 
themselves and others.

“As a double citizen, 
I see  the inequities in the 
world and feel a responsi-
bility to help others,” she 
said. “We are all different 
in many ways, but we can 
coexist peacefully.”

Peaceful co-existence 
is the driving force behind 
the teachings of the Ridge-
wood Y, according to volun-
teers. Jenna Caver, a young 
volunteer who worked her 
way up from a counselor in 
training, said the Y aims 

to teach the children some-
thing new every day — the 
trick is to make learning 
fun and not just another 
school lesson.

“It’s the summertime, 
so we don’t want them to 
feel like they never left 
school,” she said. “We al-
ways try to keep things fun 
and interactive.”

This hands-on ap-
proach to learning includes 
math taught with blocks 
and English taught with 
giant, cut-out letters. This 
type of academic enrich-
ment helps children grow 
creatively and artistically 
while fostering imagina-
tion and originality, ac-
cording to volunteers.

It also challenges the 
youngsters to interact with 
one another and this, ac-
cording to Caver, helps 
build the appreciation for 
diversity.

Two youngsters from the Ridgewood YMCA participate in “Global-
Bingo,” an exercise meant to teach children about diversity. 

Photo by Steve Mosco
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Thousands of people flocked to Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park for the 22nd annual Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival 
last weekend. (Clockwise from top) Participants fill Meadow 
Lake; a member of Shaolin Temple Overseas kung fu school 
takes the stage; the DCH Dragons team races for the fin-
ish line; David He (c.) ties up the kites belonging to his sons 
Johnson (l.), 7, and Jason, 4; Tony Lau (r.) from Goldman 
Sachs escapes after teammates dump a cooler of water 
on him; Flushing residents Jasmine and Jacob Kui take 
a break from the heat; and Alan Lee from United East 
Athletic Association sports a superhero’s mask. 

Photos by Christina Santucci
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John Messer (l.) has dropped his lawsuit, which sought to remove state Sen. Toby Stavisky off the bal-
lot.

Court case against Stavisky dropped by Messer
BY JOE ANUTA

John Messer an-
nounced Tuesday that he 
was dropping a Queens 
Supreme Court case that 
alleged his Democratic pri-
mary opponent, state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whit-
estone), got on the ballot 
through fraudulent means.

The suit sought to in-
validate Stavisky’s nomi-
nation to the ballot for a 
variety of reasons outlined 
in a lengthy legal brief. In 
particular, the forged sig-
nature of a dead woman 
was found among 
the 7,000 collected 
on behalf of the 
Queens Demo-
cratic Party, 
which is backing 
Stavisky.

Messer’s lawyers ar-
gued that the petition was 
so rife with fraud and forged 
signatures that the entire 
thing should have been 
thrown out and the city 

Board of Elections should 
have prohibited Stavisky’s 
name from appearing on 
the ballot.

That would have let 
Messer run unopposed in 
the race for the seat, which 
is based in Flushing, but 
extends east through Fresh 
Meadows and Bayside and 
west through Forest Hills 
and Elmhurst.

“Though Sen. Stavisky 
is a named party to the law-
suit, and under subpoena 
required to appear and tes-
tify, her appearance was 
not mandated or directed 

by the court,” 
Messer’s team 
said in a state-
ment. “Given this 
material legal 
development, Mr. 

Messer voluntarily with-
drew the case.”

But Stavisky’s camp 
contended that the Oakland 
Gardens businessman and 
lawyer never had a case to 
begin with.

“This whole exercise 
was a waste of the court’s 
time and taxpayer money. 
Queens’ voters will not for-
get Messer’s shameful at-
tempt at disenfranchising 
voters and intimidating 
opponents,” said Pat McK-
enna, Stavisky’s campaign 
manager, “Queens Demo-
crats are quickly learning 

that former Republican 
Messer can’t be trusted.”

Stavisky’s campaign 
had previously said that 
more than 130 people gath-
ered signatures to get a 
whole host of candidates 
backed by the Queens Dem-
ocratic Party onto the bal-
lot, not just Stavisky, and 
that they could not realisti-

cally check up on every per-
son collecting signatures.

They also contended 
that even if every signa-
ture identified by Messer 
in his legal brief were in-
validated, Stavisky would 
still have many times the 
number needed to get onto 
the ballot.

Messer’s camp had 

collected more than 50 af-
fidavits signed by people 
who claimed never to have 
given their John Hancock 
in support of the longtime 
lawmaker. But according to 
Democratic sources, those 
affidavits were not admis-
sible in court. Instead, the 
actual people would have 
had to testify in court, a 
point not lost on Messer.

“It became clear that 
to subpoena all 1,000 inno-
cent community residents 
to prove this case would 
cause great hardship to 
many innocent citizens, 
which is why we decided to 
let the voters decide the fate 
of Sen. Stavisky,” Messer’s 
campaign said in a state-
ment.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Millions of gamblers 

walked into Resorts World 
Casino to try their luck last 
month, but one high roller 
will likely end up behind 
bars.

The South Ozone Park 
casino announced the facil-
ity drew more than 1 mil-
lion people in July alone, 
generating $59.8 million in 
revenue for the month. But 
ahead of those numbers, 
a man accused of a daring 
daylight robbery at the ca-
sino in June was nabbed in 
Pennsylvania last week, ac-
cording to a report from the 
Queens district attorney’s 
office.

District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown said Aug. 1 that 
Kevin Lides, 23, was busted 
for the alleged crime af-
ter fingerprints on a note 
handed to a teller at the ca-
sino matched that of Lides. 
The suspect was taken into 
custody July 31  in Monroe 
County, Pa., for extradition 

to New York.
“The defendant is ac-

cused of brazenly walking 
into a crowded casino on 
a Friday afternoon and 
demanding money,” said 
Brown. “The odds of get-
ting away with such an al-
leged crime were stacked 
against him, and his long-
overdue arrest proves the 
old adage you can run, but 
you cannot hide.”

Brown said the sus-
pect, from Briarwood, is 
charged with first-degree 
robbery and second-degree 
grand larceny. If convicted, 
he faces up to 25 years in 
prison, according to the 
district attorney’s office.

According to a police 
report, Lides allegedly ap-
proached the second-floor 
cashier’s cage at Resorts 
World on the afternoon of 
June 29 and handed a fe-
male teller a note demand-
ing money and stating she 
would be killed if she did 
not comply. Lides alleg-
edly told the teller he had a 

gun and reached under his 
shirt, cops said.

Lides allegedly walked 
away with $63,000, accord-
ing to cops.

Brown said the Pocono 
Mountain Regional Police 
Department, the Monroe 
County district attorney 
and the U.S. Marshals Ser-
vice’s Regional Fugitive 
Task Force were instru-
mental in the suspect’s ap-
prehension.

Resorts World spokes-
man Stefan Friedman said 
the casino’s surveillance 
system facilitated the sus-
pect’s arrest.

“This arrest proves 
that our surveillance sys-
tem is working. Through 
close collaboration with 
the NYPD and the informa-
tion revealed on our state-
of-the-art, on-site surveil-
lance technology, we were 
able to assist the police in 
apprehending the suspect,” 
he said. “Our first priority 
has always been the safety 
of our guests, and though 

we are extremely proud of 
our outstanding record, we 
are constantly refining our 
efforts to ensure 100 per-
cent security.”

And if the casino’s 
staggering July numbers 
are any indication, its secu-
rity system will continue to 
be heavily tested.

“With more than a mil-
lion people coming through 
our doors in July, it’s clear 
that New Yorkers and tour-
ists alike are aware that 
they no longer have to get 
on a highway or airplane 
to have a wonderful, world-
class gaming experience 
right here in Queens — 
minutes, not hours away,” 
said Michael Speller, presi-
dent of Resorts World. “We 
look forward to working 
with the state in the coming 
months to determine how 
we can further maximize 
tax revenue to the state, 
particularly to the state’s 
education fund.”

Cops say Kevin Lides was busted in Pennsylvania after a $63,000 
heist at Resorts World. Photo courtesy NYPD

Police bust racino robbery suspect after prints match
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Former Councilwoman Helen Sears addresses the crowd before the groundbreaking.  
Photo by Yinghao Luo

BY REBECCA HENELY

It required years of ad-
vocating and the sacrifice 
of a mansion, but govern-
ment and school officials 
were glad to break ground 
on a new intermediate 
school in Jackson Heights 
Tuesday.

“This is a wonder-
ful thing that’s happening 
here in this neighborhood,” 
said City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights).

The new school, once 
known as the IS 230 Annex 
but now will be called IS 
297, will rise at 33-35 74th 
St. The 36,200-square-foot 
school, a roughly $23 mil-
lion construction project, 
will have the capacity for 
400 students in Grades 6 
through 8. Construction be-
gan in May and the school 
is expected to open for the 
September 2014 school 
year.

It will be four floors 
and will include 12 general 
classrooms, one special 
education classroom, two 
science labs, a reading re-
source room, a science prep 
room, a music classroom, 
an art classroom, an exer-
cise room, a library, a caf-
eteria and administrative 
offices.

IS 297 is at the same in-
tersection as PS 230. The lot 
on the northwest side of the 
intersection will be turned 
into a playground for both 
schools, Dromm said.

A mansion that was 
once a physician’s home 
formerly stood at the site. 
Jeff Guyton, co-president 
of Community Education 
Council District 30, said 
it was a shame to raze 
the beautiful house, even 
though it had fallen into 
disrepair. He said he would 
ride past the house multiple 
times a week on his bike as 
it was being dismantled.

“I’m always a little sor-
ry to see these big, old hous-
es come down,” he said.

Nevertheless, Guy-
ton said the new school 
was a necessity. District 
30 — which includes Asto-
ria, Long Island City, East 
Elmhurst, most of Jackson 

Heights, a large section of 
Woodside and a part of Co-
rona — is one of the most 
packed in the city

“This is the epicenter 
of our overcrowding,” he 
said.

Lorraine Grillo, presi-
dent of the city School Con-

struction Authority, said 
Dromm and others were ad-
amant that another school 
location needed to be found 
in the built-up community.

“District 30 is very, 
very special to me,” Grillo 
said. “It’s where I grew 
up. It’s where my children 

grew up.”
State Sen. Jose Peralta 

(D-East Elmhurst) said it 
was crucial that the com-
munity create more schools 
in the district.

“Unless there’s a seat 
for every child, it’s a game 
of musical chairs ... some-
one is always left stand-
ing,” he said.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
came to the groundbreak-
ing because she will repre-
sent parts of District 30 if 
re-elected.

“People move into 
a community because of 
schools,” she said. “We have 
an obligation to provide a 
seat for every child.”

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Eastern Queens Alliance Chairwoman Barbara Brown is calling on the Port Authority to reopen the 
public comment period on its plan to alter one of the runways at John F. Kennedy International 
Airport.

BY RICH BOCKMANN

The public comment 
period on a proposal to ex-
tend a runway at John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port closer to Idlewild Park 
closed two months ago, and 
one open-space group is 
calling on the Port Author-
ity of New York & New Jer-
sey to halt its plans until its 
voice is heard.

In order to conform 
with a congressional man-
date, the Port Authority is 
planning to provide larger 
safety areas on each end of 
the 4L-22R runway, which 
runs in a southwest-north-
east direction from Jamai-
ca Bay inland.

The southern end of 
runway 4L abuts the feder-
ally protected lands of the 
Gateway National Recre-
ation Area, so in order to 
provide it with the required 
1,000-foot safety area, the 

plan calls for extending 
the opposite end of the 22R 
runway 728 feet toward 
Brookville and Springfield 
Gardens on the other side 
of Idlewild Park.

“That extension is 
bringing the runway that 
much closer to a residential 
community,” said Barbara 
Brown, chairwoman of 
Eastern Queens Alliance, 
a group formed to preserve 
the parks around JFK. “We 
have a number of concerns 
about the airport in gen-
eral, such as noise level and 
air pollution.”

The 22R end of the run-
way is primarily used for 
departures and the Port 
Authority is looking to re-
locate the infrastructure at 
that end in preparation for 
the work by the end of 2013, 
according to its draft plan.

The Port Authority 
published notice of a 30-day 
public-comment period on 

the plan in Newsday May 
14.

Brown said she thought 
the notice was inadequate.

“Our most immediate 
concern is that no one was 
notified. They’re obligated 
to get comments from the 
communities most affect-
ed,” she said. “That hasn’t 
been done.”

A spokesman for the 
Port Authority, however, 
said the “timing of the com-
ment period and public no-
tice was in accordance with 
FAA requirements.”

Brown said she con-
tacted U.S. Rep. Gregory 
Meeks’ (D-Jamaica) office 
requesting that he take ac-
tion to have the public com-
ment period reopened.

“In the meantime,” 
she said, “we’re asking for 
a moratorium on further 
progress until such time 
that the community weighs 
in.”

New Jax Hts school to cut crowding by 400 seats

Parks group tries to put brakes on JFK runway plan
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only $19.95
• Appetizer: Goulash Soup or Salad • Entrees: (Choose from either Pork or Chicken Cutlet) 

Wienerschnitzel, Wienerschnitzel Ala Holstein, Jagerschnitzel, Zigeunerschnitzel, Schnitzel in 
Kapernsauce, Schnitzel au Poivre (Entrees Served with Choice of Potato or Vegetable) 

• Dessert: Homemade Rice Pudding Individually Baked with Meringue Topping, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.

N
E

W
!

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate
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M She stopped back at 
Mar-Pat Liquors where she 
had earlier purchased a 
bottle of wine. The owner 
checked security camera 
footage that showed the 
white envelope peeking out 
of her pocket. She drove 
around the parking lot 
to no avail. Little did she 
know that just after the en-
velope fell to the pavement, 
a man named Nino Lercara 
was leaving a nearby shop 
with some newspapers in 
his arm.

As the 64-year-old re-
tired mason was walking 
back to his car, he noticed 
the envelope on the ground 
and picked it up without 
thinking, placing it on top 
of the newspapers he then 
stacked in the passenger 
seat.

Curious, he took a 
peek inside the package on 
the way home and could not 
believe what he saw.

“When I opened the 
envelope, I pulled off on the 

side. I saw 20s,” he said. “It 
was $2,900.”

He immediately called 
his wife of 43 years, Nina, 
who told a stunned Lercara 
to turn around and see if he 
could locate the owner of 
the envelope.

“I wouldn’t have slept 
that night if I would have 
kept the money,” said Ler-
cara, who was born in Sic-
ily but moved to America 
on his 10th birthday.

And with a twist of the 
steering wheel, Lercara 
also turned the tables for 
Fitzpatrick.

He pulled into the 
parking lot just as Marco 
Vukosa, an employee of 
the liquor store, was on his 
hands and knees looking in 
the lot. Fitzpatrick had giv-
en up hope and was slowly 
driving away, giving the 
ground a final scan.

When Lercara learned 
that she had lost something, 
he told Vukosa to chase her 
down.

“Me, being the 
300-pound guy I am, took 
off down the block,” Vuko-
sa said.

Fitzpatrick could not 

believe her eyes when she 
returned to the parking lot 
and saw Lercara waving 
the envelope in the air.

“He’s a hero. He is just 
an amazing guy,” she said. 
“I was in shock for a few 
days. I tried to give him 
money but he wouldn’t ac-
cept it.”

Lercara refused cash 
several times before Fitz-
patrick convinced him to 
give some money to his 
grandchildren, but the 
retired Sicilian refused a 
dime from himself.

He chalks up his hon-
esty to his mother, who took 
care of Lercara and his nine 
siblings while working at a 
factory in Manhattan.

“For me, it comes natu-
rally,” he said.

For now Fitzpatrick, 
still in disbelief about the 
incident, decided to give 
her old computer a little 
more time.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Continued from Page 1

Missing

near 21st Street April 20, 
the DA said. Mata is ac-
cused of firing his gun at 
a group of teenagers and 
hitting Elbahi, who was 
holding her infant son and 
was next to her 3-year-old 
daughter, the DA said. The 
incident occurred around 
7:25 p.m., the DA said.  After 
being wounded, Elbahi was 
taken to Elmhurst Hospital 
Center, at 79-01 Broadway.

District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown called the shoot-
ing a “glaring example of 

mindless gun-related vio-
lence.”

“This was a shocking 
incident in which a woman 
with an infant in her arms 
and a toddler by her side 
was almost killed outside 
her home,” Brown said. 
“Fortunately, she survived 
her terrifying ordeal.”

The incident occurred 
a few blocks from Long Is-
land City High School, at 
14-30 Broadway.

Mata was arrested the 
same day and since then 
has been held on a $100,000 
bail, the DA said. He was 

ordered to return to court 
Sept. 17, the DA said.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria), who rep-
resents the district where 
the shooting occurred, re-
cently introduced a pack-
age of bills to strengthen 
the state’s gun control laws. 
His office said shootings 
have increased citywide by 
12 percent from the start 
of 2012 through early July 
compared to the same time 
last year. 

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 1

Diplomat’s wife

also on hand to take the 
edge off.

“I feel every year it 
stretches another block or 
so,” said David Fallweg, 
who has been bringing 
family members to the fes-
tival for the past decade. 
“It’s a great place to spend a 
Saturday. Shopping, eating 
and dancing. It’s a lot of fun 
every year.”

This year close to 400 
vendors set up shop in the 
August heat, each one offer-
ing their own unique col-
lection of wares. Children 
stared in awe at the toy ven-
dors, while wives nudged 
husbands at the jewelry 
tents.

“My wife is in the zone 
right now,” laughed Fall-
weg, whose wife Christine 
was busy digging through 
baskets of rings and brace-
lets. “I just want some of 
that lemonade over there.”

The festival kicked off 
Friday night with JAMS 
Under the Stars, at Rufus 
King Park at Jamaica Av-
enue and 153rd Street. It 
featured musicians such as 
Robbie Nova, an R&B artist 
from Queens, and spoken-
word performer Casel Lee, 
also known as The Verbal 
Artisan.

There was also a “Soul 
Train” tribute Friday night 
as well as a tribute to popu-
lar musicians who recently 
died, including Whitney 
Houston, Heavy D and Gil 
Scott-Heron.

One of the performers 
from Friday night, 6-year-
old Haitian prodigy Mala-
chi, also performed dur-
ing Saturday’s festivities, 
wowing the crowd with his 
skilled drum technique.

“This is the best fes-
tival ever,” said Malachi 
from the stage, whose pro-
ficiency behind the drum 
kit was belied by his mis-
chievous smile and playful 
nature off stage.

Some youngsters were 

there only looking for fun — 
and some at great heights.

Lucinda Renwick, 
8, hung from the top of a 
rock-climbing wall, while 
her mother, Tabitha Lopez, 
cheered her on from down 
below.

“Last year she was too 
small to climb. I promised 
her we’d come back and 
there she is, way up there,” 
said Lopez, who is from 
Hollis.

When she finally 
reached the ground, Ren-
wick could not believe what 
she had just done.

“It’s way too high up 
there!” she screamed. “It 
was scary!”

With that, Lopez high-
fived her daughter and 
asked her what she wanted 
to do next.

“They just love it here,” 
she said. “Every year they 
want to keep coming back.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1

JAMS

said Susan Seinfeld, the CB 
11 district manager. “They 
will be doing the work 
mostly at night because of 
all the activity on Northern 
Boulevard.”

The long-awaited re-
paving of the patchy strip 
of road from 223rd Street 
to Douglaston Parkway 
started late last week and 
should be finished within 
six weeks, Seinfeld said. Be-
cause the work is on such a 
busy piece of road connect-
ing Bayside to Douglaston 
and Little Neck, Seinfeld 
said the city Department 
of Transportation would be 
working at night to expe-
dite the project.

“It needs it so badly,” 
Seinfeld said. “It really is 
terrible.”

The top layer of the 
stretch of road near the Al-
ley Pond Environmental 
Center was ripped away 
last week in a quick mill-
ing process, making way 
for a rapid resurfacing. A 

DOT spokesman said work-
ers should begin resurfac-
ing the road by the end of 
this week to minimize the 
amount of time northeast 
Queens drivers will be sub-
ject to the uncomfortable 
bumps of a road undergo-
ing milling.

“The milling process 
is noisy and may cause 
discomfort in the affected 
neighborhood for several 
days,” the DOT said on its 
website. “Although the DOT 
takes steps to minimize the 
inconvenience, milling re-
quires trucks, special ma-
chinery and portable lights. 
To minimize disruption, 
machinery is fitted with 
noise reduction equipment 
and crews attempt to keep 
noise to a minimum.”

Seinfeld said typical 
DOT milling projects do 
not complete roads repav-
ing until weeks later, but 
because of the heavy traffic 
volume on Northern Boule-
vard, area drivers should 
not have to suffer for an ex-
tended period.

“They can’t let these 
kinds of projects go for too 
long because riding over 

the milling is terrible,” 
Seinfeld said. “It is such a 
busy road. They should not 
be working on it for that 
long.”

The DOT already re-
paved stretches of road on 
Northern Boulevard in 
2011 closer to Bell Boule-
vard, but did not go much 
further because of a large 
sewer project at the nearby 
Alley Creek, Seinfeld said. 
The current roadwork, she 
said, is the DOT’s effort to 
finish the job.

CB 11 Chairman Jerry 
Iannece said the road des-
perately needed the servic-
ing as it was filled with pot-
holes because of the high 
volume of traffic through-
out the day. Iannece has 
been a vocal advocate of 
Northern Boulevard’s re-
paving and asked the DOT 
to complete the work last 
year.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Continued from Page 1
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CWNY launches support group
The Center for the Women of New 

York is accepting registration for a new 
session of its women’s support group.

Many women have difficulties due 
to certain typical life transitions. Some 
of these challenging life transitions 
are looking for or changing jobs, re-
tirement, starting or ending important 
friendships or relationships, preparing 
for marriage or parenthood, coping with 
adolescents, job loss, illness or a death 
in the family.

This weekly support group for wom-

en can help you share your concerns and 
assist you in dealing with your situation 
with greater ease and empowerment.

The support group meets at Queens-
borough Hall, 120-55 Queens Blvd., 
Room 325 in Kew Gardens every Thurs-
day from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

To participate, no prior group expe-
rience is needed and there is no fee. For 
information and an interview appoint-
ment, call the CWNY at 718-793-0672 or 
e-mail centerwny@yahoo.com.









If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580


