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Isabella Avalos, 4, goes for a ride on a pony during the Myrtle Avenue Festival, held along Myrtle Avenue between 
Fresh Pond Road and Forest Avenue in Ridgewood. The annual event featured rides, games and various food 
stands. Photo by Christina Santucci

SITTING PRETTY

Glendale civic wants shelter infoWoodhaven
rezoning vote
protects area

BY STEVE MOSCO

New zoning rules are on the 
way for Woodhaven and Rich-
mond Hill after the City Council 
approved the changes last month.

The rezoning, proposed by 
the Department of City Planning 
more than two years ago, covers 
229 blocks in Woodhaven north 
of Jamaica and Atlantic avenues 
around Woodhaven Boulevard. In 
Richmond Hill, it includes prop-
erties between 103rd and Atlantic 
avenues from 102nd Street to the 
Van Wyck Expressway.

“This assures people that the 
character of our neighborhood is 
going to continue,” said Ed Wen-
dell, president of the Woodhaven 
Residents Block Association. “It 
also encourages people to come 
in and invest in the neighborhood 
because they know what it’s going 
to look like many years down the 
road.”

The first rezoning in the 

BY STEVE MOSCO

Residents in Glendale are 
banding together to keep a pos-
sible shelter from becoming a 
neighborhood reality.

Rumors began to swirl last 
week that the owner of 78-16 Coo-
per Ave. was in talks with an un-
named nonprofit to transform 
the vacant building into a shelter 
for the homeless and recently re-
leased convicts.

After the chatter started on 
the Glendale Civic Association’s 
Facebook page, residents’ worries 
were quickly legitimized when 
elected officials addressed the 
unconfirmed reports, ensuring 
they were against the possibility 
of any such facility popping up in 
Glendale.

“I do not support turning this 

Continued on Page 18

Page 4

Avella blows whistle 
on free US Open tkts

Rumors run wild 
as residents ask 
electeds for help
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FLIP

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Wasting water became 

a practice of the past at a 
playground in Glendale.

In a citywide effort 
to reduce water consump-
tion, the city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
teamed up with the city 
Parks Department to retro-
fit the playground’s spray 
shower with a two-minute 
cutoff button to limit water 
flow — the first of 400 to be 
retrofitted across the five 
boroughs.

“Water is one of the 
city’s most precious re-
sources and it’s important 
that we conserve it wher-
ever we can while also en-
hancing opportunities for 
New Yorkers to enjoy water 
outdoors,” said DEP Com-
missioner Carter Strick-
land, from the Glendale 
park on Central Avenue, 
last week. “By retrofit-
ting spray showers at play-
grounds throughout the 
five boroughs, we will im-
prove sewer capacity and 
reduce waste.”

According to Strick-
land, the $6 million DEP 
project will ensure the 
showers will spray cooling 
water only when they are in 
use. Without timers and re-
activation buttons, Strick-
land said the showers use 
close to 7,000 gallons of wa-
ter per day, but the addition 
of the retrofits is expected 
to reduce that consumption 
by 80 percent, or 5,600 gal-
lons per day.

After all 400 spray 
shower timers are installed 

by 2017, officials believe 
citywide water consump-
tion will drop by 1.5 million 
gallons per day. Currently, 
some playground sprin-
klers run nonstop from 
morning until night.

The reactivation sta-
tions will be installed 
about 10 feet away from the 
sprinklers with activation 
buttons youngsters can 
press to activate the show-
ers. The water will turn 
off automatically after two 
minutes.

A second spray shower 
timer was also installed 
at Maple Playground in 
Flushing ahead of the city-

wide launch.
The timed spray show-

ers were developed through 
the Municipal Water Ef-
ficiency Program, an in-
teragency partnership to 
implement water conser-
vation strategies in city-
owned facilities.

“The Parks Depart-
ment is pleased to partner 
with DEP to promote sus-
tainability through green 
infrastructure and water 
conservation,” said Parks 
Commissioner Adrian Be-
nepe. “The installation of 
timers at spray stations 
across New York City will 
conserve water and reduce 

the amount of runoff that 
enters our sewers, helping 
to prevent sewer overflows 
and water pollution during 
heavy rains.”

Both Benepe and 
Strickland said the effort to 
reduce water consumption 
citywide is part of a broad-
er effort to ensure clean, 
reliable drinking water for 
residents. Dubbed the Wa-
ter for the Future program, 
it is a $2.1 billion initiative 
that will repair leaks in 
the Delaware Aqueduct — 
which supplies roughly half 
of the city’s daily drinking 
water needs — and supple-

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Parents and students 

are stirring up some drama 
in support of a school’s the-
ater department.

After learning IS 119 at 
74-01 78th Ave. in Glendale 
might send a beloved drama 
teacher, Evan Belhivanis, 
packing for budget reasons, 
supporters came together 
and decided to step out into 
the neighborhood to spread 
the word and save his job 
and the department.

“Mr. B. is a wonderful 
teacher and he inspires all 
of his students,” said Jesus 
Valdez, father of student 
Elina Valdez, who starts 
seventh-grade this upcom-
ing school year. “It is bad 
enough to lose a teacher 
like that. It is phenomenal 
what he gets out of the kids. 
His work positively affects 
other classes. These kids 
perform better because of 
it. This is a big deal.”

Supporters said they 
have secured more than 30 
letters for the teacher since 

learning about his possible 
departure last week.

Darlene DiSanti, a 
parent and member of the 
School Leadership Team, 
said losing Belhivanis puts 
the entire theater depart-
ment in jeopardy because 
the teacher is such an 
integral part of the pro-
gram. She also said losing 
performing arts classes 
could be detrimental to the 
students’ academic perfor-
mance.

“The fine arts pro-
gram is the secret to stu-
dents staying in school and 
being creatively alive while 
in school,” said DiSanti, 
who sent a letter asking 
for his help to state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach), who said he is look-
ing into the situation. “The 
students in theater not only 
sing, dance and act, but 
they also present several 
concert programs through-
out the school year.”

DiSanti said Belhi-
vanis has worked with 

The children lead city Parks Commissioner Adrian Benepe and city Department of Environmental 
Protection Commissioner Carter Strickland through a soaking procession. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo

Parks limits spray showers
Offi cials to retrofi t playground features with timers to save water

Students act to save 
drama teacher’s job

Parents and students stand together in support of their drama 
teacher and department. Photo by Phil Corso

Continued on Page 18
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When You Need To Protect The Things
 You Have Worked Hard For!

Securities offered through Nationwide Securities, LLC., member FINRA, SIPC, DBA Nationwide Advisory Services, LLC. in AR, FL, IL, NY, 
TX and WV. Representative of Nationwide Life Insurance Company, affiliated companies and other companies. Representatives of Nation-
wide Securities, LLC . may only conduct business with residents of the states in which it is properly licensed and/or registered. Please note 

that not all of the products and services that may be mentioned are available in every state.

We’re Always On Your Side

THE VAGLICA AGENCY
718-938-0861 Toll Free: 855-835-5516

Email: vaglicn@nationwide.com 
www.nationwide.com/nickv

HOME AUTO LIFE

CONDO/RENTER POWER SPORTS BUSINESS

NICK VAGLICA, Agent

67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK
Learn More: www.tequilajoes1.com

Discount 
Packages 
Available 
(Call for details 
347-639-0053)

AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS

Event Room Available 7 Days a week

Weprin defends religious attire for Sikh workers
BY PHIL CORSO

On the steps of the Sikh Cul-
tural Society in Richmond Hill 
and surrounded by dozens of 
community Sikhs, state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-Little 
Neck) joined with northeast 
Queens lawmakers Sunday to 
call on tougher measures against 
discrimination in the workplace.

Weprin said there was no bet-
ter time than the present to revive 
the discussion about protecting 
the rights of uniformed employ-
ees and all New Yorkers against 
discrimination for wearing dress 
or garment in observance of reli-
gious practices.

He has authored a bill aimed 
at protecting employees of the 
city Fire and Police departments 
from being discriminated against 
for wearing religious garb.

“An individual should never 
have to choose between their 
place of employment and their 
religious observance,” Weprin 
said. “I am proud to advocate for 
policies that codify inclusiveness 
and ensure discrimination will 

not occur no matter who the em-
ployer is.”

If re-elected to the Assembly, 
Weprin’s newly redrawn district 
will include constituents in the 
Sikh community.

The lawmakers opened the 
gathering outside the Sikh Cul-
tural Society, at 95-30 118th St., 
Sunday morning with a moment 
of silence in recognition of the 
deadly shooting at a Sikh temple 
in Oak Creek, Wis., in which six 
worshipers were killed.

Hoping to put a relevant face 
on the issue, Weprin invited a 
Sikh city employee who worked 
for the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority and was ordered 
to remove his turban and wear 
an official MTA hat soon after the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 
The 23-year employee, Kevin Har-
rington, later filed a suit against 
the MTA and won his case.

After he initially objected to 
removing his turban, the MTA 
then requested he simply wear a 
badge on the front of his turban, 
which was also unacceptable and 
viewed as not religiously proper.

“As a nation, we will never 
be free if we continue to hate each 
other and hate America’s diversi-
ty,” Harrington said. “Exclusion, 
separation and discrimination 
are all part and partial of a men-

tality that can destroy America.”
State Sen. Toby Stavisky (D-

Whitestone) joined the lawmak-
ers on the cultural society’s front 
steps and pledged that she would 
sponsor the bill in the Senate if 

re-elected in November.
“It is unfortunate that such 

legislation is necessary in the 
first place,” Stavisky said. “We 
may look different, but our issues 
are all the same.”

Other elected officials in 
attendance included Assembly-
woman Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
and City Councilman Peter Koo 
(D-Flushing).

“The Founding Fathers of 
this country provided freedom of 
religion as one of the fundamen-
tal rights,” said Harpreet Singh 
Toor, a coordinator and former 
president of the society. “Discrim-
inatory practices that differenti-
ate individuals based on belief, 
color or creed denies individuals 
of their constitutionally protected 
rights. This bill would codify the 
principle that all people should be 
allowed to practice their religious 
beliefs without fear of reprisal 
from their place of employment.”

Reach reporter Phil Corso by 
e-mail at pcorso@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4573.

Kevin Harrington (c.), who won a suit against the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority after he was ordered to remove his turban and wear an official MTA 
hat, says a law preventing discrimination in the workplace is necessary. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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City Councilman Peter Koo (c.) discusses the mayor’s proposed 
soda ban with a worker in a crowded downtown restaurant. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Popular bubble tea 
jeopardized by ban

BY JOE ANUTA

The mayor’s proposed 
ban on large sugary drinks 
has implications for a popu-
lar Asian beverage served 
on the streets of downtown 
Flushing, a group opposed 
to the proposal said.

Certain types of bubble 
tea, a Taiwanese invention 
and a libation ubiquitous in 
predominantly Asian com-
munities, would be banned 
in containers larger than 
16 ounces, according to 
New Yorkers for Beverage 
Choices.

The drink comes in 
many varieties, but typi-
cally consists of iced tea 
containing small, black 
balls of tapioca that gather 
at the bottom of the cup and 
can be sucked up through 
an enlarged straw.

“Bubble teas are im-
pacted,” said Eliot Hoff, 
spokesman for the group, 
though some varieties of the 
refreshment will be spared 
should the city Department 
of Health pass the mayor’s 
proposal in September.

If a cup of bubble tea 
contains more than 50 per-
cent milk, as many do, it 
will not be subject to the 
ban.

But many varieties do 
not meet that criteria, and 
because they are served 
pre-sweetened, restaurants 
that peddle the sugary po-
tables could be fined $200 
after a six-month grace pe-
riod expires.

That did not sit well 
with Lin Guye, who works 

at a bustling Flushing eat-
ery and tea shop called 
Corner 28. She contended 
that customers could just 
buy large sugary drinks 
at a nearby grocery store, 
circumventing the reduced 
size she would be forced to 
sell.

Guye was questioned 
by City Councilman Pe-
ter Koo (D-Flushing) as 
he went on a walking tour 
of three businesses in the 
downtown area to gauge 
restaurateurs’ opinions on 
the ban.

Koo, a former Repub-
lican and the owner of a 
chain of pharmacies, is op-
posed to the ban because 
of possible implications it 
would have for the econ-
omy, as well as residents’ 
right to choose what they 
drink.

“I understand the may-
or’s position,” Koo said. 
“But we have too many 
regulations on small busi-
nesses.”

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg has staunchly 
defended his plan, which 
would only apply to res-
taurants, movie theaters, 
sporting venues and food 
carts, as a way to cut down 
on rampant obesity and di-
abetes rates in the city and 
across the country.

The mayor cited sta-
tistics that show 58 per-
cent of the city’s adults are 
overweight or obese, as 
are 40 percent of the city’s 
schoolchildren, and one 
in four teenagers across 

Boro Hall stripped of woods
Offi cials chop remaining cherry trees saying cost to replant too high

BY STEVE MOSCO

The Queens Borough 
Hall cherry tree massa-
cre produced a sequel last 
week.

Two dozen more cher-
ry trees were chopped down 
months after Borough 
President Helen Marshall’s 
office came under fire for 
allowing the Department 
of Citywide Administrative 
Services to chop down nine 
mostly healthy trees in or-
der to make room for a $17 
million atrium project, ac-
cording to Geoffrey Croft, 
of NYC Park Advocates. 

Croft said the city had 
promised to save the re-
maining trees by uproot-
ing and replanting them 
during construction of the 
atrium.

“When the news sur-
faced that the trees were 
coming down and the story 
received intense media at-
tention, construction was 
put on hold and the city 
promised they would save 
the remaining trees, but 
that did not happen,” said 
Croft, whose organization 
is a nonprofit dedicated to 

supporting city parks. “The 
reason? The cost.”

Marshall spokesman 
Dan Andrews said the 
borough president’s office 
spoke to several arborists 
and decided uprooting the 
trees was not cost efficient 
and there was no guarantee 
the trees would survive.

“Based on the findings 
of several arborists, it was 
decided that the prudent 
course of action was to not 
transplant uprooted trees, 
which had only a possibil-

ity of surviving and in-
stead double the number of 
uprooted trees with 24 new 
trees that will be planted as 
part of the atrium project,” 
Andrews said. “Multi-thou-
sands of dollars would have 
been necessary to trans-
plant and maintain the 
trees uprooted with only 
a definite maybe that they 
would survive transplanta-
tion.”

Andrews went on to 
say the trees, which were 
aging, were removed and 

the project is moving for-
ward. He said more than 
double the number of trees 
taken down will be planted 
and will live longer.

At the time that the 
original nine trees were 
taken down, Administra-
tive Services said the trees 
were diseased, but accord-
ing to an e-mail obtained 
by Croft all but three of the 
trees were deemed in “good 
condition” by the landscape 
architectural firm Abel 

The city tore down trees at Queens Borough Hall, but officials say they will be replaced. 
Photo courtesy Geoffrey Croft/NYC Park Advocates

US Open revokes state pols’ free tkts
BY PHIL CORSO

For more than 30 years, state 
and city officials have enjoyed free 
tickets to the US Open courtesy of the 
U.S. Tennis Association, but after one 
northeast Queens lawmaker called 
foul on the practice, the state Legisla-
ture’s Ethics Commission ordered the 
sports group to revoke the invitations 
from state officials.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) said he always thought it was 
unethical for the USTA to invite law-
makers to sit in the President’s Box 
at the Flushing event, fully equipped 
with an open bar and exceptional 
views of the game.

And after reaching out to the 
USTA and the Legislature’s Ethics 
Commission, the USTA was told to re-
move the perk.

“I know it is unethical,” Avella 

said. “They should have known bet-
ter. This is a major institution.”

Avella said he received an invi-
tation for the first time last year and 
denied the invitation because he saw 

it as inappropriate. Upon learning of 
the Ethics Commission’s decision, the 
USTA complied and started revok-
ing invitations to state lawmakers, a 
USTA spokeswoman said.

Since 1978, it has been standard 
practice for the USTA to send invita-
tions to both state and city lawmak-
ers, the spokeswoman said.

And because of the ruling, now 
city lawmakers, including City Coun-
cil Speaker Christine Quinn (D-Man-
hattan), must wait for a decision from 
the city Conflicts of Interest Board on 
whether they, too, must decline a free 
invitation to the event.

“This is a case of everybody here 
wanting to do the right thing,” the 
USTA spokeswoman said. “The invi-
tations were made out in good faith 
based on the USTA’s understanding of 
what gifts were. If the rules are chang-

State Sen. Tony Avella says he always 
found it unethical for the USTA to invite 
state lawmakers to the US Open for free.

Continued on Page 48
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5Willets West crucial to Iron Triangle plan 
Additional retail on Mets parking lot hedges bets against uncertain housing market: Developers

BY JOE ANUTA

The group selected by 
the city to build a $3 billion, 
mixed-use neighborhood at 
Willets Point has revealed 
ambitious plans for the new 
neighborhood, but their vi-
sion would not have been 
possible without a separate 
proposed retail center on 
a parking lot to the west of 
Citi Field.

In June, the city ended 
a bidding process to develop 
a portion of the Iron Trian-
gle when it selected a plan 
proposed by the Manhat-
tan real estate firm Related 
Cos. and the real estate arm 
of the New York Mets, Ster-
ling Equities.

In the partnership’s 
proposal, 23 acres of Wil-
lets Point immediately to 
the east of the Amazin’s’ 
ballpark, currently home 
to a buzzing network of 
auto body shops and in-
dustrial businesses, would 
be developed and the soil 

beneath cleaned of toxic 
contamination, represen-
tatives from both entities 
said in a recent meeting at 
the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers’ offices.

But the entire project 
hinged on what is known 
as Willets West, a million-
square-foot entertainment 
and retail development 
slated for the western park-
ing lot near Citi Field that 
would not only provide eco-
nomic benefits to the devel-
opers, but would also help 
transform the area into a 
desirable place to live.

 If the project comes to 
fruition — it currently fac-
es opposition from a group 
of Willets Point property 
owners who fear the city’s 
possible use of eminent do-
main to seize their land — 
it would mark the end of a 
decades-long struggle to 
transform the area.

“What has been prob-
ably the biggest element 
here, the biggest hindrance 

to redevelopment, is the 
condition of the property,” 
said Ethan Goodman, the 
project manager and a law-
yer with Wachtel, Masyr & 
Missry. 

In order to build on the 
23 acres, the toxic soil be-
neath needs to be removed 

and properly disposed of. 
And when that happens, 
an underground barrier 
will be put in place, like a 
subterranean wall running 
around the perimeter of 
the site, in order to prevent 
any toxins from migrat-
ing from the surrounding 

contaminated soil into the 
clean soil.

Replacing the soil, slat-
ed to be completed in 2015, 
is the first in what the team 
referred to as a five-step 
transformation.

By 2016, the develop-
ers hope to have completed 

a series of low-scale retail 
and restaurant locations 
along 126th Street across 
from Citi Field, along with 
a 200-room hotel, which 
comprises the second step.

 The third step is build-
ing Willets West. It will 
be composed of about 200 
smaller stores along with 
one or two large anchor 
tenants, according to Good-
man.

But because it is on 
park land, the development 
becomes a legal issue.

A law stipulates that 
anything built on the prop-
erty is legal as long as it 
benefits the Mets, mean-
ing no other development 
firm could have proposed 
to build on the land aside 
from Sterling. The part-
nership contends the law 
allows the movie theaters, 
restaurants and other en-
tertainment venues they 
would like to build.

But opponents say the 

Jesse Masyr, an attorney, explains portions of the Willets Point redevelopment project as Glenn 
Goldstein looks on. Photo by Yinghao Luo

BY PHIL CORSO

With Astoria’s Shore 
Road blocked off to any 
passing traffic, enough 
room was made for some-
thing Queens doesn’t see a 
lot of on any typical quiet 
summer Sunday, from uku-
lele lessons to fruit-eating 
frenzies.

The Astoria Park 
Shore Fest kicked off its 
second of three weekly in-
stallments last weekend, 
fully stocked with every-
thing from live music to a 
watermelon-eating contest.

Buried within the 
crowds of people enjoying 
the different sights, tastes 
and sounds along the East 
River was Roberto Buscar-
si, a self-proclaimed croon-

ing ukulele player and en-
tertainer. In conjunction 
with the local Malu ice 
cream, Buscarsi was offer-
ing a friendly how-to les-
son in the pint-sized string 
instrument, fully equipped 
with his own human bounc-
ing ball method to help 
players follow along.

“I really enjoy sharing 
music with people. That is 
the bottom line,” Buscarsi 
said. “The ukulele is the 
most accessible and play-
able instrument and people 
seem to enjoy getting their 
hands on it.”

Buscarsi said he has 
been a longtime Shore Fest 
attendee, but this year was 
his first time hosting what 
he called a ukulele social 
with jams and teach-ins.

The Astoria Park Alli-
ance worked with the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion to help launch the an-
nual Shore Fest, sponsored 
by Green Mountain Energy. 
Shore Road was scheduled 
to be closed three consecu-
tive Sundays from Aug. 5 to 
Aug. 19 for the various food-
tastings, fitness programs 
and educational activities. 
The end of each event also 
included the giving away of 
free premium sod for any-
one interested in getting 
their hands on a little more 
green.

Throughout the after-
noon, the park was filled 
with Queens residents from 
Astoria and beyond, patrol-
ling the scenic route along 

Astoria Park Alliance celebrates 
Shore Fest with music, contests

Messer gets Chinese name
in Flushing Assembly race

,BY JOE ANUTA

John Messer, a can-
didate opposing state Sen. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whit-
estone) for a seat based 
around Flushing, is tar-
geting his campaign at the 
Asian-American voters in 
the district.

Last week, Messer an-
nounced the promotion of 
Diana Her, former chief 
of staff to 
state As-
s e m b l y -
w o m a n 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing), 
as his lead campaign man-
ager in a widely distributed 
news release, but he also 
convened a news conference 
with his family exclusively 
for Chinese- and Korean-

language news outlets.
“As you are aware, 

the 16th Senate District is 
incredibly diverse and our 
goal is to represent our 
communities equally and 

transparently so that no-
one is under-represented,” 
Messer said in a statement.

Messer has also given 
himself a Chinese name, 
pronounced Qiang Ma Shi, 
and plastered the down-
town Flushing area with 
posters depicting the Oak-
land Gardens businessman 
and lawyer along with his 
family, including his wife 
whose family is from Chi-
na .

According to Messer, 
the separate characters 
mean strong; horse, which 
he defines as the hardest-
working animal; and 
gentleman, though native 
Chinese speakers said that 
name does not sound natu-
ral.

John Messer kicks off his cam-
paign for state Senate, and has 
since made a point to reach out 
to constituents in multiple lan-
guages.

Continued on Page 48
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As New York City’s only remaining dairy – and a family business ourselves – Elmhurst Dairy is
proud to serve the Caribbean Supermarket as well as 8,300 independent grocers citywide.
Every day,  we bring milk from upstate dairy farms to our Jamaica, Queens plant, where we

pasteurize it, package it and deliver it to 
neighborhood stores within 48 hours.  

Elmhurst Dairy has served the
City’s freshest milk to New Yorkers
for nearly 100 years. Make us part
of your family tradition!

Buy local. Choose Elmhurst Dairy milk.

The Caribbean Supermarket is the latest and greatest addition to its Brooklyn neighborhood. This familyowned business
provides local shoppers with “a little taste of home” including a variety of West Indian and
Caribbean island products, fruits and vegetables, and farmfresh milk from Elmhurst Dairy.

www.elmhurstdairy.com         www.facebook.com/NYCDairy

New York City’s Freshest Milk.
Delivered Direct to Your Neighborhood Grocer.

Buy local.

Qns hearing set for redraw of City Council lines
BY JOE ANUTA

 
A commission is set 

to host next week the only 
public hearing in Queens 
on the once-in-a-decade pro-
cess of redrawing the City 
Council’s district lines.

The public forum is 
scheduled for Tuesday at 
the Flushing branch of the 
Queens Public library from 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. and will give 
residents and civic organi-
zations a chance to express 
their views about how dis-
trict lines should change 
as a result of population 
growth cataloged in the 
2010 census.

Some neighborhoods 
have already felt the effects 
of redistricting in years 
past.

“Richmond Hill and 
South Ozone Park are prob-
ably the best examples of 
how communities can be 
disenfranchised by redis-
tricting,” said Jerry Vatta-
mala, of the Asian Ameri-
can Legal Defense and 
Education Fund.

Those neighborhoods, 
home to a large South Asian 
enclave, are split into sev-
eral different Council dis-
tricts, Vattamala said, ef-
fectively sapping the voting 
power of the community as 
a whole.

“In Queens, that is 
probably the community 
we would consider needs 
the most work to get on 
equal footing,” he said.

According to the laws 
governing the redistricting 
process, districts should 
house a cohesive communi-
ty while keeping a contigu-
ous shape.

Each district is about 
160,000 people, though the 
smallest and largest out of 
the 51 Council districts can 
vary in population by 10 
percent.

In contrast to the 
state redistricting process, 
where each house of the 
Legislature redraws its own 
lines, the city has a panel 
made up of appointees from 
bipartisan sources who cre-
ate the new map.

In the city’s case, 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D-Manhattan) and 
Councilman James Oddo 

(R-Staten Island) all picked 
representatives for the 
13-member panel.

Their plan is to be 
made public Sept. 5, al-

though hearings will be 
held in each borough be-
forehand.

The spike in the Asian 
population across the city 

could play a large role, ac-
cording to Vattamala and 
the defense fund.

In Queens, there has 
been a 0.1 percent increase 
in the overall population 
since 2000, but a 31 percent 
increase in the Asian popu-
lation, which now makes up 
22 percent of the borough, 
according to census data on 
the defense fund’s website.

The fund has typically 
advocated for lines that 
keep communities together, 
especially many of the im-
migrant or minority com-
munities in the borough 
that before were split.

After each round of 
redistricting on the city, 
state and federal levels, the 
fund puts out what it calls 
Unity Maps, according to 
Vattamala, which seek to 
instead group communities 
together.

“We put forth our 
maps to try and keep com-
munities together in the 
hope that it could enfran-
chise voters and residents,” 
he said.

A map of City Council districts shows concentrations of Asian populations, which have grown dramat-
ically in Queens over the last decade. Image courtesy Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund
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LEARN MORE
facebook.com/powerofgreen

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER. PASS IT ON.

I’m saving $10 a month on 
my energy bill with my new 
energy effi cient A/C.

Con Edison’s online 

energy calculators help 

you estimate savings from

energy effi ciency upgrades.

Go to My Energy Toolkit 
at conEd.com

Home Energy 
Calculator

Appliance 
Calculator

Television 
Calculator

CFL Lighting

Programmable 
Thermostat 
Cooling

Programmable 
Thermostat 
Heating

Paperless 
Billing

1011608B1_CE_Summer_9.75x11_CNG Papers.indd   1 6/21/12   4:11 PM
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ELMHURST — The city Police Department was 
looking for help in identifying a suspect wanted for 
two incidents of sex abuse, which occurred within 
the 110th Precinct, police said.

According to police, the roughly 40-year-old 
and 6-foot suspect pulled up next to a 12-year-old 
victim Nov. 7, around 8 a.m., exited the vehicle near 
54th Avenue and asked if she knew an address. He 
then showed her a piece of paper with numbers on it, 
police said, before the victim entered his vehicle.

The suspect then touched her intimately over 
her clothing before she exited the vehicle and fled 
the scene uninjured, police said.

In another incident Nov. 25, around 4 p.m. 
around 55th Avenue, police said the suspect stopped 
his vehicle near another 12-year-old victim and 
asked for directions and showed the victim a piece 
of paper with numbers on it.

Again, the suspect touched her intimately over 
her clothing, police said. Police said she was not in-
jured.

In another incident Aug. 6, around 7:45 a.m. near Seabury Street, police said the sus-
pect walked beside a 13-year-old victim and exposed his penis. The suspect fled the loca-
tion and the victim was not injured, police said.

Police described the vehicle as a white Sedan with a green, white and orange or red 
flag sticker on the driver’s door with an eagle in the middle.

BLOTTER

GET LOAN

Trans-Am Credit Solutions
Have A Job?

Outstanding Bills?

GET LOAN
No Application Fee

❑ Personal Loans
❑ Business Loans

❑ Credit Cards Debt Loans
❑ Home Improvements Loans

❑ Auto
❑ Bad Credit Loans

Call Today: 1-800-689-3510

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

CALL TODAY: 1-800-752-0360
EMAIL: unionmgt@mail.com

www.transamericancreditsolutions.com
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ASSOCIATE’S and BACHELOR’S DEGREES

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

DMX—Digital Media Arts 
212.463.0400 x5588
��r a ��ll list �� �erti��ate �r�gra�s g� t� 
www.touro.edu/nyscas

OTHER PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
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HONORS TRACKS
	ntegrated 
ndergraduate/�steo�at�ic Medicine
	ntegrated 
ndergraduate/�ar�acy

Go Places...

The Road is Open
Go Far...

Manhattan |  Brooklyn |  Queens 
718-353-6400x107

Got tips?
Call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477), text 274637 (CRIMES)

and enter TIP577 or log on to nypdcrimestoppers.com.

POLICE 

Blotter

Police are seeking information about 
a suspect wanted for touching two 
12-year-old girls last year and exposing 
himself to a 13-year-old girl on Monday.   

Sketch courtesy NYPD

Suspect in rape has blond dreadlocks: Cops

ASTORIA — The New York Police Department 
was looking for help finding a suspect wanted for sex-
ually assaulting a woman in Astoria, police said.

According to police, a 24-year-old woman was 
sexually assaulted in the vicinity of Astoria Boule-
vard and 18th Street within the 114th Precinct.

Police described the suspect, 27-year-old James 
Peeples, as a 6-foot-6 black man weighing about 230 
pounds with brown eyes, brown hair and blonde-
highlighted dreadlocks.

Anyone with information in regard to this inci-
dent was asked to call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-577-TIPS 
(8477). The public could also submit tips by logging on 
to the Crime Stoppers website at nypdcrimestoppers.
com or by texting tips to 274637 (CRIMES) and then 
enter TIP577.

Police search for man in three cases of abuse

JAMES PEEPLES
Photo courtesy NYPD

Emergency responders assist 
in the removal of a sailboat last 
weekend from underneath the 
Roosevelt Island Bridge, which con-
nects Long Island City to Roosevelt 
Avenue. According to the Breaking 
News Network, all of those aboard 
the boat were removed without in-
cident. Photo by Rich Scarpitta 
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BREAKING

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Officials want to know 

how a Howard Beach jet 
skier breached security at 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport Friday night 
and walked undetected 
through two runways and 
into a terminal after be-
coming stranded in Jamai-
ca Bay on his vessel. 

“Here we see a man 
with no desire to test or to 
test what is perhaps the 
greatest airport security 
system go through unde-
tected,” said City Council-
man James Sanders Jr. (D-
Laurelton) “I’m glad lapses 
were detected like this and 
not with a more serious in-
cident.”

According to a report 
in the New York Post, Dan-
iel Casillo, 31, swam 3 miles 
toward runway lights at 
JFK after his personal 
watercraft broke down. 
Once on land, he climbed 
an 8-foot-high perimeter 

fence and walked through 
the airport’s Perimeter In-
trusion Detection System 
across two runways until 
he made it inside Terminal 
3, where a Delta Airlines 
employee spotted him and 
alerted authorities.

Casillo, who was wear-
ing a bright yellow life vest, 
was arrested and charged 
 with criminal trespassing 
by Port Authority police. 
His girlfriend, Deanna 
Cowan, told the Post that 
Castillo ran into trouble 
just before 8 p.m. and he 
swam toward the only 
thing he could see: the run-
way lights at JFK.

A man who answered 
the phone at Cowan’s home 
said the couple’s lawyer had 
advised them to stop speak-
ing with the media.

The Port Authority 
said in a statement Monday 
that it took immediate ac-
tion to increase police pa-
trols of the airport’s perim-
eter after the incident.

Raytheon, developed 
the Perimeter Intrusion 
Detection System. The com-
pany, according to its web-
site, specializes in defense 
and homeland security 
technology.

“We have called for 
an expedited review of the 
incident and a complete 
investigation to determine 
how Raytheon’s perimeter 
intrusion detection sys-
tem, which exceeds federal 
requirements, could be im-

proved. Our goal is to keep 
the region’s airports safe 
and secure at all times,” 
the Port Authority said in a 
statement.

A Raytheon represen-
tative said the company is 
working closely with the 
Port Authority in the inves-
tigation. The PIDS system 
has been installed at JFK 
since 2009.

The Post also reported 
that Port Authority police 
union President Paul Nun-
ziato wants the authority’s 
inspector general to inves-
tigate how the $100 million 
security system failed to 
notice Casillo until he was 
already inside the termi-
nal.

Meanwhile, Sanders 
said he plans to monitor the 
situation.

“Any attack on Ken-
nedy will have a serious 
impact on my district,” he 
said. “I believe we need to 
have more roving patrols at 
the airport.”

Empanadas stuffed 
with drugs at JFK

BY RICH BOCKMANN

These empanadas are 
addictive, according to au-
thorities.

The city’s special nar-
cotics prosecutor last week 
announced a South Jamai-
ca man had been arrested 
and charged with heading 
a ring of criminals who 
snuck heroin and cocaine 
into the country from Ec-
uador by concealing the 
drugs inside empanadas 
flown into John F. Kennedy 
International Airport.

Some of Jorge Guer-
rero’s other favorite ways 
to conceal narcotics, ac-
cording to the charges, 
were inside chocolate bars 
and scuba diving diplomas 
soaked with drugs.

The six-month investi-
gation found that during his 
day job delivering luggage 
lost by passengers at La-
Guardia and JFK airports, 
Guerrero, 32, also allegedly 
stole pricey items he then 
sold for a hefty profit back 
in Ecuador, according to 
Special Narcotics Prosecu-
tor Bridget Brennan.

“Whether using ac-
cess to international cargo 
to profit from Ecuador’s 
bargain wholesale prices 
for narcotics, or pilfering 
designer underwear from 
personal luggage, the Guer-
rero organization rarely 
overlooked an opportunity 
to earn a dishonest dollar,” 
she said.

Brennan said that dur-
ing the six-month wiretap, 
investigators heard Guer-
rero allegedly discussing 
transporting shipments of 
cocaine and heroin, as well 
as stealing airline passen-
gers’ property from their 
baggage and attempting to 
cover his tracks by having 
security tapes erased.

The prosecutor said 
U.S. Homeland Security 
agents searched the apart-
ment Guerrero shared with 
his wife, Cecilia, at 106-26 
Union Hall St. Aug. 7 and 
found three ledgers detail-
ing the sales of items Guer-
rero had allegedly stolen 
from passengers dating 

back to 2011.
The agents also recov-

ered 13 suitcases, some of 
which bore tags with other 
people’s names; more than 
50 handbags with brand 
names such as Louis Vuit-
ton, Michael Kors, Burb-
erry, Coach and Prada; 15 
iPads, iPods and laptop 
computers; 20 cameras; 50 
watches; 30 pairs of sun-
glasses; bottles of high-end 
liquor; perfume; and cloth-
ing with the tags still at-
tached, Brennan said.

A search of the Bronx 
home of one of Guerrero’s 
alleged accomplices turned 
up more than a pound of 
heroin and cocaine, and the 
search of another suspect’s 
home in Brooklyn yielded 
Western Union wire trans-
fer receipts to an Ecuador-
ian drug supplier, accord-
ing to the prosecutor, and 
drug paraphernalia includ-
ing a scale, strainer, bags 
and drug cutting agents.

Over a three-month 
period, agents intercepted 
about nine pounds of co-
caine and more than two 
pounds of heroin from a 
warehouse at JFK and pri-
vate parcel delivery com-
panies in Newark, N.J., au-
thorities said.

Six people were 
charged with conspiracy, 
including Guerrero and his 
wife, as well as Luis Am-
able Caisa Altamirano, of 
40-40 69th St. in Woodside.

Man slips past JFK security
Authorities say stranded jet skier swam ashore to safety of airport

timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

The city’s special narcotics 
prosecutor said that drugs 
were concealed inside empana-
das flown into John F. Kennedy 
International Airport. 

Photo courtesy ICE Homeland 
Security Investigations

Authorities say a jet skier crossed two runways and entered a terminal, breaching security at JFK Airport.

After the 
watercraft broke 

down, the jet 
skier swam to 
shore, climbed 

fence and 
walked across 
two runways.
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Recycling just one glass bottle saves enough 
energy to light a 100-watt light bulb for 
four hours, power a computer for 
30 minutes, or a television 
for 20 minutes. Multiply that 
simple act by 8 million 
New Yorkers every day, and 
we can have a major impact 
preserving our natural 
resources and energy needs.  
As North America’s largest 
recycler, Waste Management 
encourages everyone to pitch in 
and recycle.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Small Steps Make a Big Difference

BY STEVE MOSCO

A former Queens 
congressman is moving 
on up.

Former U.S. Rep. An-
thony Weiner and his wife 
Huma Abedin, a top aide 
to U.S. Secretary of State 
Hilary Rodham Clinton, 
have left Forest Hills in 
favor of a luxurious $3.3 
million Manhattan apart-
ment owned by a Demo-
cratic donor, according to 
a report in the New York 
Post. 

Weiner, who resigned 
from Congress amid a 
highly publicized sexting 
scandal, now lives in a 
12th-floor Park Avenue 
South  residence owned 
by Rosen Partners LLC. 
The real estate firm’s 
head, Jack Rosen, was a 
contributor to Weiner’s 
2013 campaign fund, ac-

cording to city Campaign 
Finance Board records.

Rosen could not be 
reached for comment.

According to the 
company’s website, Rosen 
Partners LLC is a city-
headquartered real estate 
firm that owns, develops 
and manages residential 
and commericial prop-
erties throughout the 
country. In Queens, the 
company has proper-
ties in Jamaica, Corona, 
Elmhurst, Flushing, Rego 
Park and the Rockaways.

The Post also re-
ported the market-rate 
rent on the 2,120-square-
foot, four-bedroom, 3.5-
bathroom apartment is 
at least $12,000 to $14,000 
a month.

It is unclear if Wein-
er and his wife are actu-
ally paying rent on the 
apartment.

 Weiner has not 
worked since resigning 
from office last year after 
allegations arose that the 
congressman had sent 
risqué photos of himself 
to various women over 
the Internet. Shortly af-
ter resigning from office, 
Weiner sold his two-bed-
room Forest Hills condo 
for $430,000, the Post 
said.

The disgraced for-
mer congressman re-
emerged last month in a 
report he had close to $4.5 
million in his campaign 
war chest, according to 
the Campaign Finance 
Board. The campaign fi-
nance disclosure with the 
city also revealed Weiner 
had not received any mon-
etary contributions since 
November 2009.

Weiner and his wife now call
Park Avenue pad home: Post
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Measuring With All

Custom Orders

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 
 

Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Décor® with Literise®
 Brilliance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient
17-18 154th St., 

Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 

10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Hunter Douglas

Hunter Douglas
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NYU should sever ties with Chick-fi l-A
An open letter to New 

York University President 
John Sexton:

N
YU’s decision to 
continue to allow 
Chick-fil-A to oper-
ate on campus is 

troubling. Chick-fil-A has 
made opposition to lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgen-
der rights an integral part 
of its business.

Chick-fil-A’s presi-
dent has made anti-LGBT 
statements, and the com-
pany has pumped money 
into funding hate groups. 
Young people, including 

students who attend NYU 
and colleges and universi-
ties throughout the coun-
try, bear the brunt of the 
toxic environment created 
by Chick-fil-A’s actions.

The presence of Chick-
fil-A directly contradicts 
NYU’s stated position of 
creating a welcoming envi-
ronment. Having this anti-
LGBT company on campus 
sends a devastating mes-
sage to NYU students, for 
whom an affirming envi-
ronment is especially im-
portant.

Banning Chick-fil-A 

from NYU would not, as the 
Student Senators Council 
maintains, “limit freedom 
of expression.” There is a 
distinction between a uni-
versity’s obligation to fos-
ter academic freedom and 
its business prerogatives.

NYU is free to choose 
which companies it sup-
ports. With respect to 
Chick-fil-A, that choice is 
clear. According to a recent 
report, Chick-fil-A directed 
$2 million in ostensibly 
charitable donations to 
anti-gay groups in 2010. By 
maintaining a business re-

lationship with Chick-fil-A, 
NYU is subsidizing anti-
LGBT hate.

I ask NYU to listen to 
its students, faculty, staff 
and alumni and stop allow-
ing this company to make 
money on campus. Support-
ing an anti-LGBT company 
in New York City is an un-
tenable position, and I urge 
you to sever your relation-
ship with Chick-fil-A.

Daniel Dromm
City Councilman

(D-Jackson Heights)

SHARING THE SIKH 
PAIN

Mayor Michael Bloomberg came to Queens last week 
to reassure the Sikh community that the city was ramping 
up security to safeguard their members.

Full protection is a promise no mayor or police com-
missioner can keep. By the time a well-trained police de-
partment in Oak Creek, Wis., learned that a hate-filled 
neo-Nazi was shooting up a Sikh temple, six worshipers 
were dead.

Outside of permanently posting police at every Sikh 
temple in the city, little can be done except for monitor-
ing extremist websites and cracking down on the sale of 
guns.

But what the mayor did do was let the Sikh commu-
nity know the people of New York share in their sorrow 
and outrage. He told them no form of religious intolerance 
will be tolerated in this city.

“No matter who you are, no matter where you’re from, 
no matter what religion you profess, you have a right to 
be safe in your homes, in your places of worship and on 
the streets of New York City,” said Bloomberg, who was ac-
companied by Police Commissioner Ray Kelly at the Sikh 
Cultural Society in Richmond Hill.

Although Queens has one of the largest Sikh popula-
tions in the world, with about 15,000 individuals living in 
Richmond Hill and the surrounding areas, most residents 
of Queens know little about the religion.

People often confuse the bearded men with Muslims 
— it’s possible this is what the Wisconsin killer thought.

Sikhism is a monotheistic religion that originated in 
the 15th century in the Punjab region of South Asia and 
has nothing to do with Islam.

Mohan Singh Khatra, chairman of the Sikh Cultural 
Society, lost an uncle in the rampage. Anshdeep Singh, 
a member of the society, said Sikhs have “been targeted 
because of our distinct appearances.” Sikh men wear tur-
bans and grow their beards long, similar to many Muslims 
and some Orthodox Jews.

Anshdeep Singh has felt the sting of discrimination, 
particularly after the Sept. 11 attacks.

“Our community has been through a lot,” he said.
Eradicating ignorance and prejudice is a monumen-

tal task, but the city can take a first step by helping chil-
dren in public schools understand the varied cultures that 
make up this city.

Meanwhile, we hope the Sikhs know they are not 
alone. The people of Queens share in their sorrow and an-
ger.
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Hold EDC accountable over Willets development
W

illets Point prop-
erty and business 
owners are not 
surprised that 

Seth Pinsky, president of 
the city Economic Develop-
ment Corp., is attempting 
to do damage control, now 
that the state attorney gen-
eral has determined that 
EDC and Claire Shulman’s 
local development corpo-
ration acted illegally in 
pursuing the Willets Point 
development project (“EDC 
cites ’08 global crisis,” Aug. 
2-8).

But we will not al-
low Pinsky to misinform 
the public by downplaying 
EDC’s admitted illegal acts 
that threaten our property 
ownership, thus distract-
ing attention from the glar-
ing need for accountability.

Here are the facts you 
did not hear from Pinsky: 
During his tenure as EDC 
president, EDC engaged in 
activity so contrary to law 
that the attorney general 
is now exercising his statu-
tory power to dissolve EDC 

and require it to cease its 
operations and the city to 
establish a new corpora-
tion to handle economic 
development. Far from 
safeguarding the corpo-
rate existence of EDC, Pin-
sky saw it driven into the 
ground on his watch.

Acting on a formal 
complaint made by Willets 
Point United Inc., the at-
torney general has deter-
mined that Pinsky’s EDC 
violated the state Not-For 
Profit Corporation Law as 
well as EDC’s certificate 
of incorporation. Unlike 
garden-variety nonprofits 
that are permitted to lobby, 
EDC was a specific type 
of nonprofit, dedicated to 
development, that is pro-
hibited from attempting to 
influence legislation.

But EDC did so any-
way in its zeal to obtain 
City Council approval of 
the proposed Willets Point 
development, including 
authorization to forcibly 
acquire our Willets Point 
properties and businesses 

via eminent domain.
To those ends, Pin-

sky’s EDC disbursed city 
funds to another local de-
velopment corporation set 
up by Shulman, which was 
likewise prohibited from 
lobbying for legislation. 
EDC deliberately assigned 
specific tasks to Shulman’s 
LDC. For its part, Shul-
man’s LDC lobbied but filed 
none of the required regis-
trations or disclosure re-
ports for 18 months — until 
the city clerk finally inter-
ceded, holding Shulman’s 
LDC liable to pay a record 
$59,090 penalty.

But EDC continued 
to disburse city funds to 
Shulman’s LDC, even af-
ter the LDC registered its 
staff members/employees 
as lobbyists while their 
salaries remained pay-
able using city funds dis-
bursed by EDC. Moreover, 
EDC disbursed city funds 
to Shulman’s LDC with-
out requiring Shulman to 
produce evidence of actual 
eligibility for those funds 

or entering into funding 
agreements that contain all 
of the provisions required 
by EDC’s master contract 
with the city.

All of that and more 
was done to push the pro-
posed Willets Point devel-
opment, an EDC project 
that would later be open to 
bidding by developer firms 
that are financiers of Shul-
man’s LDC.

Is it any wonder that 
city Comptroller John Liu 
has since called this “EDC’s 
culture of lawlessness” or 
that Pinsky now wants to 
start a friendly dialogue 
with a newspaper on other 
topics? If any other compa-
ny well-known to the public 
had shown the same disre-
gard for law and contracts 
as has EDC, the sharehold-
ers would demand the im-
mediate resignations of its 
president and board of di-
rectors.

But in the case of EDC, 
no one has been held to ac-
count. The attorney gen-
eral’s recent action merely 

prevents EDC from lobby-
ing illegally in the future.

Lobbying is not even 
the half of it: Pinsky’s EDC 
has also inexplicably omit-
ted the required “living 
wage” provision from the 
Willets Point Phase 1 re-
quest for proposals, violat-
ing a written promise to la-
bor unions that was relied 
upon by the Council and 
eliminating any chance 
that retail workers at a fu-
ture Willets Point develop-
ment will be paid a living 
wage.

And, although afford-
able housing was the linch-
pin of the proposed develop-
ment when it was evaluated 
by the Council in 2008, the 
city is now reportedly en-
tering into a contract with 
Phase 1 developers that will 
provide them the option to 
not construct any housing 
whatsoever.

Finally, although 
the Council was told that 
the city would recoup the 
taxpayer dollars spent to 
acquire Willets Point prop-

erty to the greatest extent 
possible via the sale of the 
land to the project’s devel-
opers, the city intends to 
give the Phase 1 property to 
the developers at no cost.

New Yorkers must de-
mand much better of EDC 
and its stewards — no dis-
regard of the law and no 
abrogation of commitments 
to elected officials and the 
public, all of which has 
been the disturbing hall-
mark of EDC under Pinsky. 
For him and others, their 
charade must end and they 
must be held accountable.

Gerald Antonacci
President

Willets Point United Inc.
Willets Point

Jake Bono
Member

Willets Point United Inc.
Willets Point

Irene Prestigiacomo
Member

Willets Point United Inc.
Willets Point

Make skies safe for birds, airplanes

O
nce again, hysteria 
has begun. Now 700 
Canada geese were 
rounded up and 

killed so they would not col-
lide with and cause an acci-
dent with a plane. To begin 
with, those birds were liv-
ing on federally protected 
land: the Jamaica Wildlife 
Refuge.

Why was an airport 
ever built so close to such 
a sanctuary? That was not 
a practical thing to have 
done. While it is possible 

birds can and have had 
collisions with planes, it is 
as possible and likely that 
there could be near-colli-
sions on airport runways 
between planes, which 
would have nothing to do 
with birds but human er-
ror.

In 1977, there was a 
tragic collision between 
two passenger planes on a 
runway in the Canary Is-
lands due to human error 
— no birds were involved. 
More than 500 people were 

killed due to human error.
Is it the goal of the 

government to destroy the 
Jamaica Wildlife Refuge? 
There must be another, 
more humane way to re-
duce the threat of plane-
bird collisions other than 
killing the birds.

The skies must be safe 
for both people and birds.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows

Creedmoor 911 calls unacceptable
An open letter to state 

Mental Health Commission-
er Michael Hogan:

W
e are writing to 
request your in-
tervention to com-
bat an upsurge of 

911 emergency calls from 
the part of the Creedmoor 
Psychiatric Center campus 
south of Union Turnpike in 
eastern Queens.

According to reports 
received at a meeting of 
affected community stake-
holders, elected officials 
and the NYPD, on June 27, 
at the borough president’s 
office, the number of calls 
to 911 from the south cam-
pus have increased by a 
staggering 72 percent this 
year over the correspond-
ing period last year.

This number is in con-

trast to the surrounding 
community, where levels of 
911 calls remain stable from 
a year ago. It also presents 
an unnecessary challenge 
to an already-strained local 
precinct.

We, acting with and on 
behalf of our constituents, 
urge your office to take 
steps to remove from the 
southern part of the Creed-
moor campus all people 
who are not associated with 
programs on the campus. 
We believe this can be ac-
complished by sealing off 
all entrances to the campus 
and requiring a central 
identification checkpoint 
for admittance to the cam-
pus.

The southern part of 
the Creedmoor campus has 
large areas of open space 

with overgrown weeds and 
trees, derelict buildings 
and numerous havens for 
criminal activity. It is un-
acceptable that these condi-
tions have been allowed to 
flourish.

We are anxious to 
hear from you on a plan on 
how OMH will close off the 
south campus and other 
measures it will take to ad-
dress the level of 911 calls.

Helen Marshall
Borough President

Queens

David Weprin
State Assemblyman

(D-Little Neck)

Mark Weprin
City Councilman

(D-Oakland Gardens)

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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Braunstein bill puts tougher penalties on bath salts
BY PHIL CORSO

Lawmakers moved to 
toughen penalties on the 
use and sale of synthetic 
drugs throughout the state 
last week, introducing new 
legislation and regula-
tions.

State Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside) 
announced he had joined 
with state Sen. Joseph 
Griffo (R-Rome) to unveil 
new legislation aimed at ad-
dressing the growing use of 
drugs commonly referred 
to as bath salts. The same 
week, the state Depart-
ment of Health issued new 
regulations on the increas-
ingly widespread use of the 
drugs, according to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo.

Braunstein was part of 
a bipartisan legislative ef-
fort to restrict the sale and 
use of bath salts, which are 
chemically related to meth-
amphetamines and ecstasy, 
in July 2011 and said more 
regulations were needed to 
address rising concerns.

“Between the time we 
developed last year’s leg-
islation and this summer, 
we have seen an explosion 
of synthetic drugs that 
are causing serious law 
enforcement, health and 
mental health problems for 
communities and families 
across New York state,” 
Braunstein said. “Our goal 
with this new legislation is 
to respond to the concerns 
addressed to us by law en-
forcement and develop a 
bill that will give them the 
tools needed to crack down 
harder in order to end the 
widespread misuse of these 
drugs.”

Bath salts can be snort-
ed, injected or smoked.

The initial legislation 
passed last year criminal-
ized the sale of bath salts 
containing the substances 
Mephedrone and MDPV, 
Griffo said, but current 
practices of making slight 
changes to the chemicals 
have allowed slightly al-
tered drugs to continue to 
be sold, Griffo said.

The new bill, Braun-
stein said, would classify 
substituted cathinones, 
otherwise known as bath 
salts, as Schedule I stimu-
lant-controlled substances 
and create a statewide sub-

stituted Cathinone Surren-
der Program to allow for 
surrender of these harmful 
substances to appropriate 
authorities.

Referring to several 
recent incidents in which 

abusers of the drug, some-
times sold under names 
including White Lightning, 
Snow Leopard and Zoom, 
dangerously confronted 
law enforcement officials, 
Griffo said the new legisla-
tion would seek to protect 
more New York families 
and emergency responders.

In 2011, there were 39 
reported emergency room 
visits in upstate New York 
as a result of bath salts, 
compared to 191 already 
occurring in 2012, Cuomo 
said.

“What we are seeing 
in recent days is a dramatic 
upsurge in incidents in 
which the violent, bizarre 
behavior of individuals 
who have confronted the 
police is being linked to 
their use of these drugs,” 
Griffo said.

In another announce-
ment, Cuomo said the 
Health Department ex-
panded its list of prohib-
ited drugs and chemicals 
to include dozens more 
substances used to make 

synthetic drugs. The regu-
lations increase criminal 
penalties and will allow 
those selling the drugs to 
be charged with posses-
sion of an illicit substance, 
Cuomo said.

“Bath salts and other 
synthetic drugs pose a di-
rect, serious threat to pub-
lic health and safety, and 
we must do everything we 
can to remove these harm-
ful substances from sale 
and distribution in New 
York,” Cuomo said. “The 
actions we are announcing 
today attack the problem 
by helping our law enforce-
ment officers enforce the 
rules, expanding the list of 
banned substances used to 
manufacture bath salts and 
imposing tougher penal-
ties so those who sell these 
drugs are held account-
able.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Assembylman Ed Braunstein is working with other lawmakers to 
toughen penalties against the abuse the bath salts and other syn-
thetic drugs.

I
n the new 6th Con-
gressional District in 
Queens, which is re-
placing U.S. Rep. Gary 

Ackerman’s (D-Bayside) 
district, conservative City 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R-Whitestone) is running 
against state Assembly-
woman Grace Meng (D-
Flushing), who won the 
Queens Democratic Party 
primary.

Halloran won his race 
for the Council in 2009 by 
a significant margin. In 
terms of current issues at 
the federal level, he believes 

small businesses have been 
overtaxed and over-regulat-
ed. He indicated that small 
businesses are the lifeblood 
of the American economy.

Halloran pointed out 
that our total workforce 
must be put back to work. 
He mentioned that 10 per-
cent of our city workforce 
is unemployed. He believes 
this has to change soon.

When asked what 
would be the first bill he 
would sponsor if is elected 
to Congress, his answer 
was that he would submit 
a balanced budget amend-
ment, which would require 
the federal government to 
spend only what it takes in 
and eliminate deficit spend-
ing.

Halloran in summary 
believes that if job opportu-
nities do not become avail-
able, this will negatively 

affect other aspects of our 
nation, including crime. He 
said the recent attention to 
the growing violent crime 
problem shows that more 
resources should be made 
available to our local police 
in addition to federal and 
interstate anti-crime laws 
being followed.

For instance, Halloran 
supports the NYPD’s stop-
and-frisk procedure.

“I believe that stop-
and-frisk has saved thou-
sands of lives and stopped 
countless crimes,” he said.

With criminal ele-
ments carrying an increas-
ing number of weapons in 
the streets, he believes it is 
essential that police have 
this procedure available in 
their constant effort to pro-
vide effective public safety.

Halloran thinks his 
campaign is going well 

up to this point. In all the 
campaign responses he has 
received, he has gotten a 
positive attitude from the 
voters he has spoken to.

When I asked what 
committees he would like 
to serve on in the House of 
Representatives, he indi-
cated he would like to serve 
on the Homeland Security, 
Banking and Foreign Af-
fairs committees. Preserv-
ing the safety of our nation 
would be a high priority to 
Halloran both at home and 
abroad.

In foreign policy, Hal-
loran believes the United 
States should support Isra-
el. He indicated it is a stable 
democracy in the Middle 
East and that it has been 
our ally since its inception. 
Halloran indicated we have 
a moral obligation to stand 
by it, since the Israelis face 

constant terrorist attacks.
Pertaining to the war 

in Afghanistan, Halloran 
believes our present gov-
ernment has not developed 
a suppression strategy of 
the enemy combating our 
military forces, nor has 
there been an exit strategy 
developed in such a way 
as to turn most of the mili-
tary operation over to the 
Afghan government. Hal-
loran contends more atten-
tion should be given to this 
important foreign policy 
matter.

As we look at the 6th 
District, it is far different 
from what was the 5th Dis-
trict, represented by Acker-
man, who held the seat for 
so many years and ran as 
the incumbent, constantly 
being re-elected, usually by 
large margins.

Today the 6th District 

is an open seat with neither 
candidate having the ad-
vantage of incumbency. Al-
though the Democrats have 
the advantage of a much 
higher party enrollment 
in the district, as indicated 
in previous columns party 
votes can be split among 
various candidates, as hap-
pened last year in the 9th 
District, when now Rep. 
Robert Turner (R-Middle 
Village) won an upset victo-
ry over Assemblyman Da-
vid Weprin (D-Little Neck) 
in a special election in a 
district in parts of Queens 
and Brooklyn.

This congressio-
nal race will be closely 
watched.

Halloran backs small biz, Israel in bid for Congress seat
William
Lewis

n

Political 
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 
bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 
years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-
ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 
The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 
Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 

have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 
 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 

#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 
hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23
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HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 

Crowd answers call for Middle Village community cleanup
Local leaders, kids, and activists take to the grassy side streets to beautify area along 73rd Place

BY PHIL CORSO

Middle Village activ-
ist Richie Polgar rolled up 
to the intersection of 73rd 
Place and 69th Avenue in 
Middle Village on his bike 
before anyone else had ar-
rived, and as other volun-
teers started to appear, he 
threw on a pair of work-
ing gloves and got right to 
work.

“I’m very civic-mind-
ed,” Polgar said. “I am al-
ways trying to help make 
the neighborhood look 
good.”

The day after he had 
already worked to help 
clean up areas in Howard 
Beach, Polgar joined with 
several other Middle Vil-
lage natives in a commu-
nity cleanup.

“I always bring a bag 
with me wherever I go,” 
Polgar said. “Cleaning up 
isn’t just a one-day thing.”

Community Board 
5 District Manager Gary 
Giordano suited up, ready 
with literature on how to 
avoid poison ivy as volun-
teers gathered to clean the 
area. Building on a similar 

clean-up effort last year, 
Giordano said it had to be 
done to make sure Middle 
Village was maintained 
properly.

Young and old, resi-
dents patrolled the grassy 
side street of 73rd Place, 
from 68th to 70th avenues, 
cutting weeds and collect-
ing debris by hand.

The road along the 
eastern side of Lutheran 
All Faiths Cemetery had no 
sidewalk and was riddled 
with brush and litter before 
the cleanup began.

And though the prop-
erty used to be more regu-
larly maintained by vol-
unteers, including Dan 
Austin, president of the 
cemetery, a drop in support 
led to a lag in the area’s up-
keeping.

“The cemetery used to 
do this as a courtesy when 
we had the manpower,” 
Austin said. “We are com-
munity people, but now we 
are the only guys out there, 
usually.”

But they did not work 
alone Saturday, as 13-year-
old Thomas Crowley and 
12-year-old Peter Ilse suited 

up and picked up leaves 
with their hands.

Meanwhile, some long-
time Middle Village natives 
passed through the cleanup 
and questioned why the 
residents and volunteers 
were left with the burden 
of keeping the city-owned 
area maintained.

Nearly 40-year resi-
dent Jerry DeStefano said 
the area had become more 
dilapidated since the ceme-
tery lost nearly half its men 
to maintain the area. If the 
property does not belong 
to the residents, DeStefano 
said, then they should not 
have to organize commu-
nity cleanups to make sure 
the area is clean and safe.

“It is a disgrace,” 
DeStefano said. “Why 
should we suffer like this? 
The city needs to respect 
the homeowners on this 
side of Metropolitan Av-
enue and show us that we 
belong to the community.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

Peter Ilse (l.) and Thomas Crowley collect leaves along 73rd Place in Middle Village. Photo by Phil Corso

site into a shelter,” said City 
Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage) in a letter to the civic 
group. “The site should 
be developed to enrich the 
community.”

According to Crow-
ley’s office, the property is 
zoned M1-1 for manufactur-
ing, not residential use. An 
M1-1 zone is meant to bring 
economic opportunity and 
services to a community, 
but the land-use laws al-
low for hotels in the zone 
and the city has permitted 
shelters in this zone before, 
Crowley said.

“But to give an occu-
pancy certificate to a shel-
ter in this location would 
be an inaccurate manipula-
tion of the law and should 
be stopped,” Crowley said.

The property’s owner, 
Michael Wilner, of Wilner 
Realty Management LLC, 
did not return requests for 
comment.

 Crowley said she has 
been in talks with the own-
er, who said the building 
has been vacant for the past 
20 years. He also told the 
councilwoman that he has 
not signed any agreement 
on leasing the approximate-
ly 70,000-square-foot space 
and is willing to show the 
building to interested buy-
ers.

Wilner has spoken 
to nonprofits, according 
to Crowley, but it was not 
known where any of the 
groups operate homeless 
shelters.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said while a homeless shel-
ter in the community would 
be a concern, he wants resi-
dents to have up-to-date, ac-

curate information.
“My guess is the prop-

erty owner has spoken to 
many prospective buyers,” 
he said. “This rumor got 
out and caused a ripple ef-
fect in the community. Un-
til we know the facts, we 
want to remain calm and 
address the issue. I’m going 
to keep a close eye on the 
negotiations.”

Both Addabbo and 
Crowley said the city De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices has a legal process 
that must be followed be-
fore any site is approved. 
The elected officials said 
this process can potentially 
take months and the local 
community board must be 
notified before an applica-
tion begins.

Community Board 5 
Chairman Vincent Arcuri 
said his office had not re-
ceived any notifications as 
of yet.

Meanwhile, residents 
said the prospect of such 
a facility was enough to 
cause worry about safety 
and property values.

Kathy Danile Masi, 
president of the Glendale 
Civic Association, said that 
while property values are 
a concern, most residents 
fear for the safety of neigh-
borhood children.

“First and foremost, 
we need to know what it 
is. If you’re telling me it’s 
a shelter for recent prison 
releases, I have a problem 
with that. If you’re telling 
me it’s a shelter for pedo-
philes, I have a problem 
with that,” said Masi, who 
noted that three schools sit 
in close proximity to the 
property. “The responsibil-
ity is on the elected officials 
to find out what it is and tell 
the community what is go-
ing on.”

Continued from Page 1

Shelter
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A non surgical treatment for counteracting 
the effects of time & gravity on your skin 

in as little as 30-60 minutes.

AN UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE 

Noninvasive Uplifting 
Ultrasound Procedure

Irene Schulman, M.D.

35-20 90th St. (Bet. 35th & 37th Ave.)
www.ireneschulmanmdpc.com

Post-Treatment: 120 Days
(2nd Treatment)

Pre-Treatment Post-Treatment: 120 DaysPre-Treatment
*All Technologists are Licensed & Insured. Performed Under the 

Supervision of a Licensed & Board Certifi ed Physician.

718.267.0510Free Evaluation Consultation Seminar 

area since 1961, the new 
zoning assuages the fears 
of residents and local civic 
groups, which believed the 
previous zoning did not 
protect the family-oriented 
character of the neighbor-
hood.

“Businesses come in 
and they want to expand 
either up or out,” Wendell 
said. “This is going to pre-
vent developers from mak-
ing Woodhaven into a new 
downtown Flushing.”

The City Council gave 
final approval for the re-
zoning in a vote July 25, the 
final step in the rezoning 
process.  City Planning’s 
proposal does allow for 
some new development, 
however. The rezoning per-
mits development on one 
block between 135th Av-
enue and the Van Wyck Ex-
pressway, north of Liberty 
Avenue. Also, a commercial 
strip along Jamaica Avenue 
in Woodhaven was upzoned 
to allow apartments to be 
built over commercial sites 

to add housing in the com-
munity.

“The neighborhoods 
have seen their popula-
tions grow in recent years, 
but due to antiquated zon-
ing they are experiencing 
growth in the wrong plac-
es,” said Planning Commis-
sioner Amanda Burden in a 
statement at the beginning 
of public review process in 
February.

Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle 
Village) said the neighbor-
hood is now safe from un-
wanted developments.

“Residents of Wood-
haven and Richmond Hill 
will finally see an end to 
development that destroyed 
the neighborhoods’ charac-
teristic one- and two-family 
homes,” said Crowley. “The 
new zone also encourages 
economic growth along 
Jamaica and Atlantic av-
enues.”

But not everyone is on 
board with the rezoning. 
Vishnu Mahadeo, presi-
dent and executive direc-
tor of the Richmond Hill 
Economic Development 
Council, said he and other 

Richmond Hill residents 
and business owners lob-
bied against some of the 
rezoning because religious 
institutions will be nega-
tively affected.

“Construction was 
suspended on a Hindu tem-
ple because of insufficient 
parking under the new zon-
ing laws,” said Mahadeo. 
“The new zoning will be a 
hardship on our commu-
nity.”

But Wendell believes 
the true impact of the new 
zoning laws is something 
that will not be realized for 
many years.

“Residents living here 
30 years from now will 
appreciate what was ac-
complished here,” he said. 
“People who want to devel-
op will go where they are 
allowed to do it. Now this 
area is protected because 
people fought and pushed 
to make it happen.”

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1

Council

ment the city’s water sup-
ply during the temporary 
shutdown of the aqueduct 
during repairs.

According to a DEP 
timeline, the aqueduct will 
be temporarily shut down 
between 2020 and 2021 
while crews plug the leaks.

“This program is a 

small step toward prepar-
ing ourselves for that shut-
down,” said Strickland.

But there was little 
concern for that shutdown 
among the children of the 
Lost Battalion Hall Rec-
reational Center in Rego 
Park, who came to Glendale 
to cool down while conserv-
ing water.

“I love going in the 
water,” exclaimed Shifa 
Lalani, 9, of Maspeth. “And 

we need to save the water 
because we need to drink 
it, too.”

And with that, Lalani 
joined the rest of the chil-
dren to lead Benepe and 
Strickland — both in shirts 
and ties — through the 
spray shower for a soak.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 2

Showers

more than 300 students in 
his nine years at the school. 
During this time, she said, 
he has enriched their lives 
and given them a creative 
outlet in which to express 
themselves.

“We are fortunate to 
have a theater program,” 
she said. “Whether dona-
tions are materials, cos-
tumes or just time and sup-
port, the teachers, students 
and parents pull together 
and make a great effort to 

put together some great 
work.”

Now they are pulling 
together to support the one 
teacher they believe is the 
sole reason the program is 
such a success.

“Without Mr. B., we 
wouldn’t have a program at 
all,” said Elina Valdez.

Elina’s mother, Cris-
tina, said her daughter es-
sentially chose the school 
so she could work with 
Belhivanis. She said the 
benefits of a good theater 
program not only help the 
school, but also the commu-
nity in which the students 

call home.
“The musical depart-

ment  is just a huge part of 
the community,” Cristina 
Valdez. “Middle school is 
key to getting into a good 
high school and kids need 
to develop their special tal-
ents at this time.”

The school’s principal, 
Jeanne Fagan, could not be 
reached for comment.

Phil Corso contributed 
to this story.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 2

Students
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VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITY TO RELIEVE YOUR KNEE & BACK PAIN
Treatment is Safe, Easy and Requires NO Surgery.
Treatment Covered by Most Major Health 
Insurance Plans - Including Medicare
This program produces above average outcomes 
and helps delay our eliminate the need for costly 
and painful knee replacement surgery

CONSIDER THESE FACTS BEFORE SURGERY

NY Rehab Surgery
Cost Covered by most insurance 

plans including Medicare
Time off from work and loss 
of wages

Risk No known side effects Complications, poor outcome, 
addiction to pain medications

Pain Little to none Can be severe for months

Recovery Immediate Months/years

SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!
Call today to schedule your Evaluation

718-956-6565

NY REHAB
PAIN MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL SERVICES, P.C.

Do you wake up with knee pain?

Does your knee pain keep you 
from certain activities?

Have you been told you need a 
knee replacement?

Are you active and sometimes 
suffer from sore knees?

Do you take medications for 
knee pain?

Do you have diffi culty going up 
and down stairs due to knee pain?

Are you considering surgery to 
alleviate knee pain?

Have you tried everything to get 
rid of knee pain with no success?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you are ready to 
experience the relief and healing found at NY Rehab.

If you experience any degree of knee pain or discomfort, CALL TODAY 
and start living your life pain free!

KNOWLEDGE & 
EXPERIENCE

After treating hundreds 
of patients, the 

doctors have a great 
understanding of each 

condition and they know 
what protocols to include 
for successful treatment.

NEW ASTORIA LOCATION
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor

Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newton Ave.)

Offer valet parking.

VALLEY STREAM
125 N. Central Ave. 

Valley Stream, NY 11580
(516) 825-5400

w w w.ny rehab.com
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WE HAVE YOU COVERED HEAD TO TOE

DOC CARE
Your Primary Care & Specialty Physicians

Call For Appointment
Walk-Ins Welcome

66-55 Fresh Pond Road, Ridgewood
718-497-1919

68-23 Fresh Pond Road, Ridgewood
718-497-2322

DocCare
HEALING,

HEALTH,

HOPE®

Dr. Rodney Becher
UROLOGIST

HEALTHCARE SERVICES OFFERED:

Urological Consult• 
Cystoscopy• 

STD• 
Infertility• 
Biopsy• 
Prostate• 

Circumcision• 
Vasectomy• 

HEALTHCARE SERVICES OFFERED:

Flushing Hospital Medical Center• 
New York Hospital Queens• 
Interfaith Medical Center• 

Doc Care Proudly Presents
Dr. Rodney Becher
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$99 MOVE IN SPECIAL

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.
166-07 HILLSIDE AVENUE JAMAICA NY 11432

VISIT US AT WWW.ZARAREALTY.COM

QUEENS: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 NASSAU: 516-292-6071
Brand New Studios 1, 2 & 3 Bdrms, Furnished & Unfurnished, Short and Long Term Leases

Present This Coupon & Receive up to $200
NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

OFFER EXPIRES DEC 2012

Some with Free Gas, Gym, Laundromat
Brand New Kitchens and Bathrooms
24 Hr. Maintenance and Emergency Repairs
24 Hr. Surveillance all Sites.
Professional and Friendly Staff

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affordable

Students get new start at LaGuardia internship
BY REBECCA HENELY

Long Island City’s La-
Guardia Community Col-
lege announced earlier this 
month that 100 graduates 
had gone through its Young 
Adult Internship Program.

Funded by a city grant, 
the program is designed 
for students ages 16 to 24 
who are not working and 
who are not in school, said 
M’Shell Patterson, director 
for the YAIP at LaGuardia.

“The goal is to move 
that group into full-term 
or long-term improvement, 
into skills training or into 
college,” Patterson said.

YAIP has 19 locations 
throughout the city, but 
LaGuardia, at 31-10 Thom-
son Ave., is the only place 
where the program is run 
through a college. LaGuar-
dia received $324,000 to 
run the internship, an ini-
tiative of Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s Center for 
Economic Development 

and the city Department of 
Youth and Community De-
velopment.

It also received an ad-
ditional $54,000 through 
the mayor’s Young Men’s 
Initiative, which is aimed 
at lessening the disparities 
between black and Latino 
young men compared to 
their white counterparts. 
As LaGuardia begins its 
second year conducting the 
program, 100 students have 
graduated.

The program lasts 14 
weeks. The first three are 
dedicated to orientation 
while the last 11 are paid 
internships of 20 hours a 
week at $7.25 an hour com-
bined with job counseling 
and work readiness train-
ing.

Patterson said operat-
ing the program out of a 
college has created a sort of 
one-stop shop for students 
looking to further their 
education or careers. Many 
of the students use the 

program as a springboard 
to enter into the college’s 
undergraduate or general 
education development pro-
grams.

She said it was also 
natural for the college to 
partner on this program 
because it has one of the 
largest adult and continu-

ing education divisions in 
the entire City University 
of New York system.

“Once students are 
here they appreciate the 
warmth and the receptivity 
from the campus family,” 
Patterson said.

Ridgewood resident 
Byron Loja, 23, said he 

signed up for the internship 
program after being put on 
academic suspension at 
Brooklyn College. He said 
the program gave him help 
on the job search and résu-
mé writing process, taught 
him workplace ethics and 
helped him build social 
skills. He is now working at 

the Rubin Museum of Art 
in Manhattan and plans to 
go back to Brooklyn Col-
lege.

“For me, I think it was 
the best thing that they 
could do because I was 
working with real people 
and they were teaching 
me very important things 
about the workplace, about 
how to help people,” Loja 
said.

Long Island City resi-
dent Ricardo Ramos, 22, 
said he heard about the pro-
gram from a newsletter and 
it helped him think more 
critically and realistically 
about his future. He also 
met a lot of great people 
through it.

“Not to stretch any-
thing, but it’s really the 
best program I’ve ever been 
in,” he said.

Reach reporter Rebecca 
Henely by e-mail at rhenely@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4564.

LaGuardia Community College’s Young Adult Internship Program has had 100 graduates. The gradu-
ates shown above are from the Southern Queens Park Association’s version of the program.
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

S. Jamaica suspect hunted as wounded cop goes home
BY RICH BOCKMANN
 
The NYPD is offer-

ing a $22,000 reward for 
information leading to the 
arrest of John Thomas, 
wanted in connection with 
the attempted murder of a 
Queens anti-gang sergeant 
who was shot last week in 
South Jamaica and later re-
leased from the hospital.

Sgt. Craig Bier, a 15-
year department veteran, 
was driving eastbound 
on 107th Avenue near the 
South Jamaica Houses 
with his partner, Detective 
Nicholas Romano, around 
10:30 p.m. Aug. 8 when they 
attempted to stop a man rid-
ing a bicycle, police said.

The man fled in the op-
posite direction, ditching 
his bike and running down 
a narrow alley, climbed a 
tall chain-link fence and 
jumped off onto the roof of 
a parked white van, police 
said.

Bier had run back to 

try to cut off the suspect’s 
escape route and when the 
two confronted each other, 
they opened fire, with the 
suspect firing four times — 
striking Bier in both legs 
— and the sergeant firing 
six shots, according to the 
NYPD.

Bier collapsed on the 
sidewalk and his partner, 
who had been chasing the 
suspect, ran to help after 
he heard the shots, police 
said.

The wounded officer 
was rushed to Jamaica 
Hospital by a Queens South 
impact team that had been 
patrolling the area and 
heard the gunshots, the po-
lice said. A member of the 
team, Officer Kyle Miller, 
is a certified EMT and he 
applied pressure to Bier’s 
wounds en route.

Bier was treated and 
released from the hospital 
Friday.

Police Commissioner 
Ray Kelly said a Ruger 

9-mm pistol was recovered 
not far from the shooting. 
He said Bier, 44, has a total 
of 65 medals, 14 of which 
are for meritorious police 
duty.

Police identified the 
suspect as 25-year-old John 
Thomas and described 
him as a black man with 
long hair about 5-foot-10 
and weighing 180 pounds. 

The statewide non-profit 
CrimeStoppers, the NYPD 
and the Policemen’s Be-
nevolent Association have 
all chipped in to offer the 
$22,000 reward.

Visiting Bier in the 
hospital early last Thurs-
day morning, Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg said the 
sergeant was in “remark-
ably good spirits” and used 

the opportunity to call for 
stricter gun laws.

“This is the type of offi-
cer the public should thank 
God they have working 
for the New York City Po-
lice Department,” he said. 
“This is the 10th member 
of the department shot this 
year. No fatalities since Pe-
ter Figoski was killed last 
December. If you remem-
ber, Officer Figoski was 
brought here to Jamaica 
Hospital,” he said.

“Only one month ago, 
the commissioner and I vis-
ited Officer Brian Groves, 
another police officer, af-
ter he was shot,” the mayor 
continued. “Between then 
and now we have had two 
mass shootings in this 
country. Thirty-four people 
are being murdered in this 
country every single day 
with illegal firearms, and I 
think it’s fair to say we are 
still waiting for the leaders 
of our country and those 
who want to be the leaders 

of our country to stand up 
and tell us what they’re go-
ing to do about this.”

“In the next four 
years, 48,000 Americans 
are going to die from illegal 
guns — being murdered by 
illegal guns — and we just 
have to find a way to stop 
this. We all know that also 
included in those people, 
unfortunately, are likely to 
be people that are members 
of our families, our friends 
or a police officer who puts 
their life on the line to pro-
tect us,” he said.

Meanwhile, back at 
the scene of the shooting, 
numerous cops scoured 
the area, hanging up post-
ers and handing out fliers 
offering rewards for those 
with information about il-
legal guns and suspects in 
police shootings.

Reach reporter Rich 
Bockmann by e-mail at 
rbockmann@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at 718-260-4574.

An NYPD Emergency Service Unit patrols the area following the 
shooting. Photo courtesy NY Post
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German 
 for Children

After School Program
New York State Regents

Accredited Language Program

Low Tuition
Minimum Age: 4 Years

No Previous German Necessary
Classes Meet Once a Week

Playgroup Age 4-5 From 4:30-6:l5
Kindergarten Age 5-6

Other Classes Ages 7-l5

Four convenient locations
in the Greater New York area:

Ridgewood, Queens. Manhattan (NY),
FranklinSquare, Garden City.

Classes start
second week in September

For more information see:

www.German-American-School.org
or call:

212 787 7543

Spend $50 and we’ll give you back  
$50 in Free Play.

See Genting Rewards for complete details.

MINUTES NOT HOURS AWAY

www.rwnewyork.com

Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

In Queens, near JFK Airport at Aqueduct Racetrack. Take  or Q37. 
Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Boulevard Station @ Archer Avenue.  

Shuttle access via LIRR or    trains. 
110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420

Call toll free: 1-888-888-8801

New Members Only

FIRST

ON US 

$50
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LATE PAGE

Community Newspaper Group (CNG), 
a division of News Corporation, is the largest network 
of neighborhood newspapers in New York City. With 
several community newspapers plus Caribbean Life, 
the nation’s largest Caribbean-American newspaper, 
CNG distributes thousands of newspapers each 
week in Brooklyn, Queens, Bronx and Manhattan. 
These long-established community-specific papers 
deliver geographically targeted news, lifestyle, local 
sports and entertainment information to the city’s 
diverse neighborhoods. 

In addition, CNG’s monthly Family Publications 
and annual Wedding, Prom and Bar Mitzvah 
magazines reach readers during their family’s 
formative years and important life events.

We are seeking pro-active, energetic 
Advertising Account Coordinators to join our 
Sales Development Program and build a solid 
career in sales. 

YOU MUST BE A RECENT COLLEGE 
GRADUATE TO QUALIFY.

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

QUALIFICATIONS:

Please submit your resume and unofficial transcript to 
salesjobs@cnglocal.com CNG is an EOE

ATTENTION RECENT COLLEGE GRADUATES
AND UPCOMING GRADUATING SENIORS!

111th offi cer charged with aiding Jamaica dealer
BY PHIL CORSO

A Brooklyn federal 
grand jury indicted a 111th 
Precinct officer from Bay-
side after he was accused of 
supplying inside informa-
tion to a drug dealer from 
Jamaica.

Officer Devon Daniels, 
30, was indicted Friday by 
a grand jury in the Eastern 
District and was charged 
with four counts of making 
false statements to federal 
agents and four counts of 
accessing a computer data-
base without permission, 
according to the criminal 
complaint filed in the case.

Daniels, who worked 
within the 111th Precinct, 
was accused of feeding po-
lice information on license 
plates and narcotics probes 
to Jamaica heroin dealer 
Guy Curtis, head of the 
drug-dealing organization 
Pov City, prosecutors said. 
He was arrested in May, 
when prosecutors said a 

wiretap from the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administra-
tion found he was provid-
ing Curtis with police in-
formation from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and 
NYPD databases.

According to police, 
Curtis had already pleaded 
guilty to federal charges of 
conspiring to deal heroin 
in January. Daniels was 
released on bail and sus-
pended without pay, facing 
department sanctions, in-
cluding possible termina-
tion, regardless of the case’s 
outcome, police said.

The criminal com-
plaint obtained by the U.S. 
attorney’s office against 
Daniels outlined several 
instances in which the of-
ficer responded promptly 
to the calls fromCurtis and 
his drug ring. Officials said 
Daniels allegedly helped 
Curtis by running license 
plate information, provid-
ing an official police park-
ing placard and tipping 

him off with inside infor-
mation on narcotics inves-
tigations.

The court documents 
revealed Curtis had corre-

sponded with the 111th offi-
cer on various occasions to 
ask for advice or sensitive 
police information about 
his associates. In one in-

stance, Curtis had asked 
Daniels how to get “gunshot 
residue off your hands” and 
if he could “clap a felon” for 
him, the complaint said.

The criminal com-
plaint said Daniels also 
asked Curtis for favors of 
his own ranging from mon-
ey to borrowing Curtis’ ve-
hicles. The wiretap showed 
Daniels asking Curtis to 
help him in acquiring “any 
working revolver,” the 
court papers said.

Prosecutors said Dan-
iels once drove one of Cur-
tis’ vehicles to the scene 
where a fellow associate 
was arrested, The officer 
identified himself as a cop 
and asked information 
of the arresting officer, 
then relayed what he had 
learned back to Curtis, the 
complaint said.

According to federal 
authorities, the investiga-
tion had also found that 
Daniels allowed Curtis to 
use his bank account to 

transfer money with Jer-
maine Ward, a suspected 
drug dealer in Wichita, 
Kan. In one instance, Ward 
wired $3,500 to Daniels’ 
account before the officer 
withdrew the funds for 
Curtis, according to court 
papers.

Whenever Curtis had 
requested, Daniels would 
run criminal background 
checks for the drug dealer 
to gather license plate in-
formation, prosecutors 
said. Though investigators 
did not specify a motive, a 
source told the New York 
Post that Daniels and Cur-
tis were old friends.

“Yo do them plates real 
quick,” Curtis texted to 
Daniels, to which the offi-
cer replied, “What u need I 
got it,” the complaint said.

According to the docu-
ments, Daniels would re-
spond to Curtis’ inquiries 
using the password for his 
partner.

Devon Daniels, a 111th Precinct cop, is removed from his house af-
ter federal investigators found he allegedly betrayed his badge by 
helping a Jamaica drug dealer. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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CAR DEALS
YOUR

GUIDE TO

Automotive

Savings!

2012 Chevy Camaro

YOUR

GUIDE TO

Automotive

Savings!

866-483-8441

BayRidgeNissan.com

888-801-9107 888-315-2169

877-929-0880

866-7-CREDIT 888-445-1693

888-761-7955

718-645-3550

KINGS
AUTOGROUP
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PRICING

†Excludes TDI models. *Financing with approval through dealer primary lender. Leases based on 10K miles/year. Lessee responsible for excess mileage/wear/tear at lease end. 
All offers: Excludes tax, title and dealer fees. Offers can not be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for details. Expires 8/31/12.

(866) 483-8441

YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY

*

BAYSIDEVW.COMOMCOSIDEVW.CBAYS OCS MWVEDIAYAYBB DAB .

2012 Jetta S  
Lease for only $159*/Month or 

BUY FOR $14,999
36 month term. Manual. A/C, ABS, PWR W/L, CD. $0 Down, 

$0 Security, MSRP: $17,415, Total Payments: $5,724, Residual: 

$9,404. Plus title, tax, options and dealer fees. Excludes TDI 

Models. Offer expires 8/31/12. Deal # 104532

2012 Passat S  
Lease for only $189*/Month or 

BUY FOR $18,999
36 month term. Manual. A/C, PWR W/L, CD, ABS, Bluetooth. 

$0 Down, $0 Security, MSRP: $23,460, Total Payments: $6,804, 

Residual: $11,358. Plus title, tax, options and dealer fees. Excludes 

TDI Models. Offer expires 8/31/12. Deal # 104534

2012 Beetle 2.5L  
Lease for only $199*/Month or 

BUY FOR $17,999
36 month term. Manual, A/C, PWR W/L, CD, ABS, Bluetooth. 

$0 Down, $0 Security, MSRP: $20,565, Total Payments: $7,164, 

Residual: $11,105. Plus title, tax, options and dealer fees. Excludes 

TDI Models. Offer expires 8/31/12. Deal # 104537

$159 $189 $199
JETTA PASSAT BEETLE

LEASE LEASE LEASE
PER 
MO.

PER 
MO.

PER 
MO.

208-12 NORTHERN BLVD. • BAYSIDE, NY  11361

* * *

0% APR†

for 60 months 
$0 $0Down, Security

* *

0% APR† for 60 months 
on every 2012 Volkswagen gas 

model, including the Passat.
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OVER 750 USED CARS, TRUCKS, VANS & 4X4s
MUST BE DISPOSED OF IMMEDIATELY!

Prices include all costs to be paid by consumer except for tax, license & registration. *2007 Chrysler PT Cruiser. 

Auto, 4cyl. Stk#T2866. 52,843 mi. MSRP:$28,795. Buy for: $5,888. ‡2001 Ram 1500 Quad Cab. Stk#T2885. 52,891 mi. 

MSRP: $28,795. Buy for: $9,888. **Option available with approved credit. †Severity of credit situation may affect down 

payment, APR & terms, subject to primary lender approval. §The negative equity will be transferred into your new loan 

or lease. See dealer for details.  DCA#902850 DMV#7062132

BAYSIDE CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE RAM is forced, due to physical storage constraints, to sell 100 Vehicles by Saturday,
September 15th.  In order to do this by September 15th vehicle prices will be SLASHED by up to 65%* of their retail value. Th is means $17,000 
to $19,000 vehicles will sell for as little as $3,888 to $5,888.* Luxury $27,000 to $29,000 vehicles will drop to $7,888 to $9,888.‡ All these 
vehicles are in super condition. Just $19.00 Down, then just make the payments!**

WE LOVE TO SAY ”YES, YOU’RE APPROVED!”
CALL NOW: 1(888)315-2169

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
1) Be a licensed driver
2) Be 18 years of age or older
3) Be able to pay $19.00 down**

HOW DOES IT WORK?
1) Show up by September 15th, 2012 with $19.00**
2) Select vehicle from over 700 pre-owned vehicles
3) Stop by the event desk and schedule the delivery of  your new 
vehicle! It’s that easy!  We will work out your easy payment plan.

To drive home on the same day please bring:
 Title to trade or payoff  (if applicable)
 Current and valid driver’s license
 Proof of Income (i.e; check stub, W-2 Tax return, or
 any document that may be verifi ed by your employer)
 Phone Bill
 Proof of Insurance

ENDS SATURDAY,
 

SEPT. 15TH

DOWN THEN JUST
MAKE THE PAYMENTS**$19

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HISTORY...
CONSUMERS BEAT THE BANK!!!

NOTICE: Th e economy has left banks and credit unions with thousands of 
late-model vehicles their customers could no longer aff ord to make payments 
on. Financial lenders are not equipped to sell the large number of vehicles 
coming back on defaulted loans. Th eir only way to sell off  this inventory fast 
is to send some, or all, of these repossessed vehicles to wholesalers and select 
dealers to help them collect what little money they can. Local residents that 
act fast may be the only winners in this banking and economic crisis.

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE FROM BAYSIDE 
CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM!

WE LOVE TO SAY “YES, YOU’RE APPROVED!“†

SAME DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

$30 MILLION SET
ASIDE FOR FINANCING!

$30 MILLION SET
ASIDE FOR FINANCING!

1. Bankers will be on premises for immediate credit approval.†

2. All trades will be accepted and once we make a deal,
 we will pay it off  no matter how much you owe!§

3. Bring your trade-in, title and/or payment book. Be prepared
 to take immediate delivery! No dealers allowed.
4. Buyers are standing by to bid on your trade-in,
 assuring you of the best possible price.
5. All these cars are in excellent condition, many with original
 factory warranties still in eff ect.
6. Hurry in for the best selections!

$6,999
Buy for:

plus tax & tags

Stk# T2721. 53,300 mi.2001 
TOYOTA AVALON

www.BaysideChryslerJeepDodge.net

212-19 Northern Blvd.  Bayside, NY

“THE BIGGEST LITTLE STORE YOU’LL EVER SEE”
BAYSIDE CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE RAM

PLUS HUGE PRE-OWNED LOT

CALL NOW! 1 (888) 315-2169

M
M
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LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

LIMITED
TIME

Offers exp 3 days after pub. Price incl dlr prep & any cost except tax, tags, DMV fees & reg fees. Leases incl 12k mi per yr, add’l mi at 18¢ per mi. Lessee resp. for maint. excess wear. Prices reflect all avail incentives to dlr. Must 
be approv. by prim lender Tier 0. Tier 1 Sign & Drive. Total paymts/Due at Sign: Altima=$2277/$895; Maxima=$6042/$895; Rogue=$8702/$895; Murano=$9082/$895. Due at signing=$0 1st mo. paymt+$0 Down pymt+$0 
Security Dep+$895 Acq fee. Closed end leases. Must be from dlr stock. Offers can’t be combined with other offers. ‡Restrictions apply. See dlr for details. Not resp for typos. Prices and availability subject to change from time of pub.

0%
APR0%

APR0%
APR0%

APR0%
APR 0%

APR 0%
APR 0%

APRR

David Ricardo Steve Craig

Buy
 For

$17,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$25,699
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$27,995
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

Buy
 For

$20,499
Plus Receive an Additional 
$1000 Instant Dealer Rebate

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ALTIMA 2.5
Model#13012, 
VIN#255769, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, 
MSRP $21,350, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$99
Per Mo. 24 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

ROGUE S
Model#22212, 
VIN#408949, 
Auto, 4 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, AWD, MSRP 
$22,775, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

      $159
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MAXIMA S
Model#16112, 
VIN#808065, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$229
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

$0
$0
$0

Security
Deposit

Down
Payment

First
Month

NEW 2012 NISSAN

MURANO
Model#23112, 
VIN#108467, 
Auto, 6 cyl, p/str/
b/l/w, a/c, FWD, MSRP 
$30,430, Only $895 
due at signing.

LEASE FOR

$239
Per Mo. 39 mos†

12k miles per year included
One or More at This Price

BayRidgeNissan.com

5th Ave. and 65th St., Brooklyn 888.801.9107DMV#7076824 NYCDCA Lic. #698282

Hundreds of Certified Pre-Owned  
Nissans Plus We Carry Many  

Other Brands Starting at $4,995

8 Year or 120,000 Mile Warranty on All Certified Vehicles

Free
Loaner Cars

 
Car Wash & 

Vacuum 
With Every 

Service

Minimum 
$4,000 

Trade-In 
We Offer More $$$ 
Than Other Dealers.

Early 
Termination:

We make the last 12 payments 
on your lease on purchase: 

Any Make, Any Model

Around three million pickup 
trucks are purchased and used 
for various reasons across the 
country each year. With so many 

light trucks on the road, the wise driver can 
take heed of safety precautions when driv-
ing this type of vehicle.

Pickup trucks tend to be the safer of the 
two vehicles in a collision with another car. 
This is called “passive safety.” The larger 
size and the higher stance means the ve-
hicle will probably suffer less damage than 
the smaller car. Its height also puts it on 
par with the bumpers of other trucks and 
SUVs.

However, pickups do have some disad-
vantages that will need to be taken into con-
sideration in order to drive safely. Pickups 
have a higher rollover potential than pas-
senger cars. Therefore, turning should be 
done slowly and corners shouldn’t be taken 
like one is driving on a racetrack. Accord-
ing to the Department of Transportation’s 
Fatality Analysis Reporting System, in 
2007, the most recent year from which sta-
tistics are available, rollovers accounted 
for 59 percent of SUV fatalities, 46 percent 
of pickup truck deaths, and 25 percent of 
car fatalities. Pickups have a lower center 
of gravity than SUVs, but they can still roll-
over if driven aggressively.

Another thing to consider is the heavier 
weight of a pickup, which causes it to have a 

longer stopping distance. This means driv-
ers will need to add an even greater space 
cushion between the pickup and other vehi-
cles to be able to avoid road hazards.

Something else to consider is that pick-
ups are not designed to be nimble, overly 
responsive vehicles. They are primarily 
designed for hauling. That means swerving 

around obstacles isn’t achieved as easily 
as it may be in a passenger car. Again, this 
drives home the point of leaving more space 
to react to the road.

Pickup drivers should also note that 
many pickups, with the exception of a few, 
are rear-wheel drive vehicles. This means 
that the back wheels power the forward 
movement of the truck. When the cargo 
bed is full, this can work out fi ne. However, 
when the cargo bed is empty, the front half 
of the truck tends to be the heavier part of 
the vehicle, and essentially the lighter half 
of the truck — the empty back — is pushing 
the truck along. On slick roadways this can 
cause fi shtailing or poor breaking. An easy 
fi x is to keep some sort of cargo in the bed to 
weigh down the rear of the vehicle, but this 
isn’t something all drivers remember.

The height of pickup trucks (and SUVs for 
that matter) create blind zones in the back 
of the vehicle and below the front grill. The 
organization Kids and Cars, which works to 
improve child safety, says that roughly 90 
children die each year when drivers back 
over them while they are in blind zones. 
Pickup drivers should be aware of blind 
zones and make efforts to check these areas 
before backing up or pulling out. Backup 
cameras can also provide assistance.

Pickup trucks are much safer to drive 
when owners know the particulars of truck 
design and maneuverability. 

Drive pickup trucks safely

Truck owners can drive safely if they understand the differences between pickups and 

other vehicles.
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WE WILL GET YOUR

CREDIT
APPROVED!

OR WE PAY YOU

$300

GUARANTEED

CREDIT
APPROVAL

SE HABLA
ESPAÑOL

If You’ve Been Turned Down Or Had Problems
At Any Car Dealership In The Past...

WE CAN HELP!

Just call us 
Toll-Free: 1-866-7-CREDIT

W e  H a v e  A  N a t i o n w i d e  N e t w o r k  O f  L e n d e r s  

W h o  W i l l  W o r k  To  F i n d  Yo u  T h e  L o w e s t  R a t e  

A n d  D o w n  P a y m e n t  P o s s i b l e .

§

§Approval guarantee based on verifiable income of $1200 per month & Area residency of 12 months. Must have valid drivers license.

FREE
CREDIT REPAIR

& IDENTITY
THEFT GUARD*

FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR LOAN

Rebuild your credit

while you DRIVE.

Even if you don't qualify

for the vehicle you prefer,

we will still get you on the

road to credit worthiness..

NO PURCHASE
NECESSARY!

*1 YEAR CREDIT PROTECTION FREE

WITH NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

"We Finance Your FUTURE...
Not your Past."

• Prior Repossessions and Discharged 

Chapter 7, 11 & 13 Bankruptcies

• Divorce • First-Time Buyer 

• New In This Country • Tax IDs

• Late Payments • Past Medical Billing Problems 

• YOU ARE APPROVED!
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Today’s drivers rely 
heavily on naviga-
tion system tech-
nology. It has revo-

lutionized the way people 
drive and use maps and di-
rections.

There are no hard statis-
tics on the number of people 
who own these devices, but 
thousands of people have 
either a navigation system 
that comes pre-equipped in 
a car that they purchased, 
or a stand-alone device that 
was bought after the fact. 
These devices come pre-
loaded with maps that work 
with satellites in space. The 
system receiver fi gures out 
the distance to each and 
uses this information to de-
duce the location of the de-
vice in a process called tri-
lateration.

These devices have 
made paper maps obsolete 
for many people. While nav-
igation systems can be very 
convenient, especially on 
road trips, there are some 
tips to keep in mind.

• Place the device where 

it won’t obstruct your vi-
sion or take your eyes off of 
the road for a good deal of 
time.

• Don’t treat it as if it is 
infallible. Even with map 
updates and other accesso-
ries, a navigation system 
can still make mistakes. 
Use common sense, espe-
cially where it would seem 
the system is guiding you in 
the wrong way.

• Do not play with the 
controls while operating 
the car. If you need to adjust 
something on the device, do 
so only after pulling over to 
a safe area.

• Have a general idea 
where you are going so 
you’ll know if the device 
is potentially guiding you 
in the wrong direction and 
you can maneuver in ad-
vance. 

Tips for using your 
navigation system

It’s a common visual: a 
driver glances to the 
car that’s pulled up 
alongside it at a stop-

light to fi nd that driver with 
cellphone in hand, typing a 
message. Many drivers do 
not even wait until com-
ing to a stop before texting 
— they simply do so while 
keeping up with traffi c, a 
danger that’s causing acci-
dents on roadways.

Texting is distracting 
drivers all across North 
America and beyond. Thirty 
states in the U.S. have made 
texting while driving ille-
gal, but many people still 
continue to do it.

The U.S. Department 
of Transportation reports 
that nearly 6,000 people 
were killed on American 
roads in 2008 in accidents 
caused by distracted driv-

ers. Many of these drivers 
were teenagers, who may 
have been talking or tex-
ting on a phone.

When a person devotes 
attention to a cellphone — 
even for a few seconds — he 
can travel the distance of a 
football fi eld without eyes 
on the road. What’s more, 
talking or texting diverts 
a part of the brain that is 
needed to focus on driv-
ing. Individuals are able to 
multi-task, but they should 
limit the amount of distrac-
tions while driving because 
there is already an over-
load of stimuli command-
ing their attention.

Sixty percent of teens 
admit to texting while driv-
ing, according to a 2009 
survey. Overall, 26 percent 
of respondents admitted to 
doing it, despite knowing it 

was dangerous. More than 
80 percent of people be-
lieve driving while texting 
should be banned.

Studies conducted in 
virtual driving simulators 
have shown driving while 
texting to be deadly. People 
doing it change speeds rap-
idly for no reason, and they 
weave in and out of lanes. 
Additional research has 
indicated that using a cell-
phone in any matter while 
driving is on par with driv-
ing drunk.

What these studies boil 
down to is that when be-
hind the wheel of a car, 
drivers should simply stick 
to driving. Even searching 
for music fi les or eating a 
snack can reduce concen-
tration on the road — some-
thing that may end in acci-
dents. 

Texting while driving 
is not a smart idea
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0% FINANCING*
UP TO 36 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

2012 Nissan Sentra 2.0S

$119 $13,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, ABS, Keyless, 4-Way Adj. Front 
Seats, 140 HP 2L, Side Crtn Airbags, Tire 

Pressure Monitoring System

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH & $2,000 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,114 DUE@SIGNING, 
MSRP: $18,870, TT PYMTS/RES: $4,641/$11,888. 10 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 12112, VIN: 735203.

The All-New 2013 Nissan Altima 2.5 S

The 2012 Nissan Frontier Crew Cab SV

$179 $19,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
42 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

$199
PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

Auto, PM, PL, PB, Tilt Steering, A/S 
Radials, Halogen Headlights, CC,  

A/C, CD 2.5L 182HP

Auto, V6, 4 door, WP/PL, CD

LOW FINANCING*
AVAILABLE

LIMITED TIME

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS 0.9% FINANCING*
UP TO 60 MONTHS

AS LOW AS

PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,174 DUE AT SIGNING, MSRP: $23,410, TT PYMTS/RES: $7,518/$14,446. 2 
AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE, MODEL: 13113, VIN: 113740.

PROGRAM REQUIRES $1,495 DOWN ($1,694 DUE AT SIGNING), MSRP: $28,835, TT PYMTS/
RES: $7,761/$17,301. 1 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE, MODEL: 32412, VIN: 466571.

†With scheduled maintenance. *0% financing available in lieu of rebates. All offers subject to dealer primary lender approval. Must present ad to receive special financing.  No prior deals applicable. Closed end lease. Lease 
includes 10k miles/year. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear/maintenance and mileage ($0.15/addtl mile). All offers: Prices include all costs except tax, tags & DMV fees. All rebates/incentives to dealer and subject to tax. 
Must present this ad to receive special offer. Advertised offers cannot be combined with any other discount/special. Offers expire 8/20/12. Consumer Affairs Lic.: 884799 FID: 7054638.

2012 Nissan Rogue S AWD

$179 $18,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, ABS, 4 CYL, A/C, AM/FM/CD, 
CC, PW, PL, PM, Tilt Steering, Traction 

Control & Side Curtain Airbags

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH & $1,000 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,174 DUE@SIGNING, 
TOTAL PAYMENTS/RES: $6,981/$14,957, MSRP: $22,530. 22 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 22212, VIN: 399818

2012 Nissan Murano S

$259 $23,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, 6 CYL, Dual Air Bags,  
A/C, Alloys, PW, PL, ABS, CD

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH & $1,500 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,254 DUE@SIGNING, TT 
PYMTS/RES: $10,101/$16,400, MSRP: $29,610. 2 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE, MODEL: 23112, VIN: 103147

2012 Nissan Maxima SV

$279 $27,995PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, 290 HP 3.5L V6, 18” Alloys, ABS, 
Sunroof, Bose Stereo, Leather, Intelligent 
Key, Dual Zone A/C, Push Button Ignition

INCLUDES $500 CAPTIVE CASH, $500 AUGUST CASH AND $3,000 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,274 
DUE@SIGNING, TT PYMTS/RES: $10,881/$18,409, MSRP: $33,025. 10 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 16212, VIN: 851343.

2012 Nissan Pathfinder S 4x4

$269 $25,595PER MO.
LEASE FOR
39 MOS.

OR 
BUY
FOR

Auto, A/C, AM/FM/CD, 3rd Row  
Seat, PW, PL, PM, Alloys

INCLUDES $250 CAPTIVE CASH, $500 AUGUST CASH & $2,000 FACTORY REBATE. PROGRAM REQUIRES $995 DOWN, $1,264 DUE@
SIGNING, MSRP: $31,810, TT PYMTS/RES: $10,491/$15,587. 10 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. MODEL: 25012, VIN: 601979.

STARNISSANOFBAYSIDE.COM

Toll-Free: 888-445-1693
206-02 Northern Blvd. Bayside, NY • Corner of Clearview Expwy. & Northern Blvd.

SCAN
i

LIFETIME OIL CHANGES
WITH EVERY NEW CAR PURCHASE!†

QR 
CODE

STARNISSANOFBAYSIDE.COM

GET THE BEST DEALS UNDER THE SUN

4X4
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*PLUS TAX, TITLE AND DEALER FEES. LEASE MILEAGE IS FOR 10,500 MI/YR (ADDITIONAL MILEAGE 20¢/MI.) IMAGES FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOS. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. OFFER ENDS 8/31/12. 

FWD, CD PLAYER W/6 SPEAKERS, 
SYNC, ALL WHEATER MATS, 2.5L 4CYL

$229*

per month for 24 Mos

LEASE

STK: 8205, FWD, AUTOFWD, MSRP: $36,510, 
$2,495 down pymt, $3,389 due at signing, $10,266 total pymts. 
Security deposit waived. Plus tax, title, license & $595 bank fee. 

2012 FORD EXPLORER XLT $99*

per month 
for 24 Mos

LEASE

STK: 7158, FWD, AUTO, MSRP: $24,695, 
$1,999 down pymt, $3,043 due at signing, $12,220 total pymts. 

Security deposit waived. Plus tax, title, license & $595 bank fee. 

2012 FORD FUSION SE

2004 FORD EXPLORER XLT 
$9,845*

SKT#32801T, 4X4, GREEN, V-6, 65K MILES

2005 MERCURY MARINER LUXURY 
$12,682*

SKT#32771T, SILVER, 4X4, V-6, 61K MILES

2007 FORD E-250 CARGO VAN 
$14,686*

SKT#32752T, DARK BLUE, 54K MILES

2005 FORD EXPEDITION XLT 
$14,865*

SKT#32808T, 4X4, BLACK, 57K MILES

2009 LINCOLN MKZ AWD 
$20,686*

SKT#32293A, 36K MILES, BLACK

2009 TOYOTA RAV4 LTD 
$21,876*

SKT#32695O, V6, SILVER, 35K MILES, AUTO

2010 MERCEDESS C-300 4-MATIC 
$26,996*

SKT#32763O, AUTO, 21K MILES, RED

2010 FORD EDGE LTD
$28,786*

SKT#32707F, WHITE, 31K MILES,  AUTO

2008 FORD RANGER XL 
$12,996*

SKT#32745O, WHITE, PICK UP, 33K MILES

2005 CHRYSLER 300 TOURING 
$13,729*

SKT#32804T, SEDAN, 59K MILES, AUTO, BLACK

2005 MERCURY MARINER 
$16,885*

SKT#32514T, 4X4, RED, SUN ROOF, 44K MILES

2008 MERCURY MOUNTAINEER AWD 
$16,996*

SKT#32632T, WHITE, V6, 76K MILES

2011 FORD MUSTANG CONV. 
$23,996*

SKT#32588A, AUTO, 6CYCLE, 34K MILES, RED

2010 FORD EXPLORER EDDIE BAUR 
$24,996*

SKT#32401T, 4X4, RED, V-6, 37K MILES

2010 AUDI Q5 PREMIUM 
$31,875*

SKT#32734O, WHITE, 27K MILES,  AUTO

2009 FORD F-150 PLATINUM 
$35,889*

SKT#32565T, AUTO, 30K MILES, DARK GRAY

301 NORTH FRANKLIN ST.   HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550    TOLL-FREE: (877) 929-0880
MON-THURS: 8:30AM-8:30PM  |  FRI: 8:30AM-7PM, SAT: 9AM-5PM  |  OPEN SUNDAYS: 11AM-5PM

HEMPSTEADLINCOLN.COM

These deals won’t last long.
Call or come in today!

$299*

per month 
for 24 Mos

LEASE

(877) 929-0880

STK: 9209, MSRP: $23,665, $2,495 down pymt, 
$3,319 due at signing, $8,815 total pymts. 

Security deposit waived. Plus tax, title, license & $595 bank fee.

2013 FORD
ESCAPE S

Hempstead Ford Lincoln Pre-Owned Vehicle Inventory
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MESPACHTES INDIAN 1638

We Treat You Like Family

(718) 335-1300
MASPETHFEDERAL.COM

Rain or Shine
Tent Covered Seating Area

For More Information Call Our Main Office at:

(718) 335-1300 FFFRREEEEAADDMMIISSSSIIOONN
Sponsored as a Community Service by

FFFRREEEE
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BIG SHOT
New York's

World Class

Billy Joel

Experience

Wed., August 22nd

Concerts Start at 7:30 pm
Main Office Parking Field

69th St. & Grand Ave.,
Maspeth

First come, first seated.
There will be a limited number of
chairs available for each concert
and room for plenty of others,

so bring your own folding
chair in case all seats

are taken when you arrive. 

FFRREEEE

AADDMM
IISSSSIIO

ONN



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, A

UG
. 1

6-
22

, 2
01

2  
   

 TI
M

ES
LE

DG
ER

.CO
M

WE

36

LATE PAGE

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

The Play’s The Thing: Thoughts from theater insider Ron Hellman 

of the Outrageous Fortune Company, appearing monthly

Ron Hellman

Theater Calendar:
 Find out about all the 

upcoming shows 
and auditions

The best 
listings, opinions & 

reviews in the borough, 
every week in QGuide

Avella pushes for boating safety bill to reduce accidents
BY PHIL CORSO

After a summer of 
tragedy on the water, state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) has teamed up with 
another state lawmaker to 
draft legislation to encour-
age safer boating.

With help from Sen. 
David Carlucci (D-Nanuet), 
Avella offered support for 
a bill that would offer re-
duced insurance premiums 
for New Yorkers after they 
take boating safety cours-
es. The idea, Avella said, 
was based on a “carrot-
and-stick” approach that 
would encourage boaters 
to learn how to properly 
operate their vessels with a 
renewed focus on accident 
prevention.

State regulations cur-
rently only require a boat-
ing safety course for those 
below age 18 or anyone op-
erating a personal water-
craft.

“The United States 

Coast Guard has repeatedly 
stated that boat operators 
without safety certificates 
are more likely to engage 
in negligent and inappro-
priate behavior and this, 
combined with operator 
inexperience, account for 
an overwhelming percent-
age of all reported boating 
incidents,” Avella said.

The shifting focus on 
boating regulations comes 
on the heels of a July 4 ac-
cident on Long Island, in 
which three children died 
and 24 other passengers 
were rescued. Since then, 
Lisa and Paul Gaines, par-
ents of 7-year-old Victo-
ria Gaines, helped lead a 
charge in calling for more 
strict laws to prevent an-
other capsized boating di-
saster.

Last week, Sen. Carl 
Marcellino (R-Oyster Bay) 
held a hearing on potential 
legislation that could also 
be adopted in the state Leg-
islature.

“Just like drivers can 
receive an insurance rate 
reduction when they take 
a defensive driving course, 
this legislation applies the 
same concept to boating 
so we can prevent future 
accidents and protect our 

waters,” Carlucci said. “We 
have witnessed enough 
tragedy this summer with 
many who have lost their 
lives. This legislation is a 
reasonable incentive for 
those who want to enjoy our 
waterways in a safe and re-

sponsible way.”
Carlucci introduced a 

bill in May that would cre-
ate a financial incentive to 
bring about safer boating 
operations throughout the 
state, his office said. Avella 
signed onto the bill as a co-

sponsor.
With much of Avella’s 

11th Senate District stretch-
ing through areas of north-
east Queens, where boating 
is a popular activity near 
places like the Bayside Ma-
rina, the Douglaston Club 
and other spots along the 
shore to Flushing, the sena-
tor said Carlucci’s bill was 
an important step in the 
right direction.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that New York state 
does not require manda-
tory boater safety training 
and Sen. Carlucci’s bill will 
help in the effort to make 
sure all boat operators are 
sufficiently trained by of-
fering this financial incen-
tive through a reduction 
in insurance premiums,” 
Avella said.

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

The Kandi Won is towed to shore after being raised from the bottom of Oyster Bay, days after it cap-
sized and sank, killing three children in its cabin. AP Photo/Howard Schnapp, Pool
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

Overlooking the East River, with the 
Manhattan skyline as a backdrop, inter-
nationally renowned Socrates Sculpture 
Park in Long Island City boasts striking 
contemporary and innovative sculptures, 
along with wonderful community attrac-
tions, including outdoor entertainment.

Marking its 25th anniversary with ex-

citing events throughout the year, Socrates 
is hosting an upcoming interactive event, 
which will take place on Governors Island, 
Aug. 18 and Aug. 19. Participants can join 
the park’s exhibiting artists and enjoy a 
truly exciting experience.

“Socrates Sculpture Park’s 25th anni-
versary year celebrates the park’s historic 
accomplishments, as well as introduces 
its plans for the future. Four Tours, a pro-

gram in partnership with Storm King Art 
Center, provides an opportunity to connect 
young contemporary artists with Socrates 
founder, Mark di Suvero,” said John Hat-
field, the park’s executive director.

Di Suvero, a brilliant sculptor, is 
known for his commitment to artists’ com-
munities. His 11 sculptures at Governor’s 
Island will be the focal point of the event.

On Sunday, Aug. 19 at 1 p.m., sculp-

tor Janelle Iglesias will be conducting a 
family-oriented workshop as her way of 
celebrating Socrates Sculpture Park’s 25 
years as a cultural arts mecca that has 
encouraged conversation between artists, 
their works and the public.

Participants can investigate the scale 
of the artwork and make small construc-

Continued on Page 40

The Socrates Sculpture Park, along the East River in Long Island City, has featured sculp-
tural art exhibits such as “Folly” (pictured above), “Civic Action: A Vision for Long Island 
City” (below, l.-r.), “Eating the Sky” by John Giorno and “All that is Solid Melts into Air” by 

Robert Swainston, others courtesy Socrates Sculpture Park

TimesLedger, Aug. 16-22, 2012 WE

Long Island City’s waterfront sculpture park hosts tours to founder’s work on Governors Island
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What’s in a name?  That 
which we call a rose by any 
other name would smell as 
sweet. (“Romeo and Juliet”, 
William Shakespeare)

Maybe so. But it’s even 
sweeter when you get your 
name on something. Back 
in the day the Montagues 
and the Capulets had their 
issues, today it’s the battle 
of the naming rights. I 
was thinking of that when 
I recently saw my first 
Brooklyn Cyclones base-
ball game at what used to 

be called KeySpan Park 
in Coney Island. Now it’s 
MCU Park (for Municipal 
Credit Union), but still a 
great venue with a small 
town atmosphere — you 
can even run the bases 
once the game is over. 
The Cyclones are a Minor 
League team of the New 

York Mets, but the less 
said about those CitiField 
dwellers the better.

Here in New York 
you’re not anybody until 
you get a street or a bridge 
or some structure named 
after you, although usu-
ally you have to be dead 
to get that honor. Some of 
us natives never accept 
these changes — they’re 
still just the Triborough 
and Queensboro bridges 
to most of us, and we could 
care less who Major Dee-

gan was (a New York City 
politician and a major in 
the Army Corps of En-
gineers, in case anyone 
wants to know).

There is great and 
growing enthusiasm for 
private names in public 
places. Names go up, and 
sometimes they come 
down. Villanova alumni 
may recall that their sports 
arena was once named for 
a du Pont, but when he 
was convicted of murder, 
his promise of a $5 million 
donation to the university 
wasn’t enough to prevent 
removal of his name.

Let’s look at Lincoln 

Center to see what it might 
take to get a theater named 
after you. If you said mon-
ey and connections, you 
may continue reading. The 
latest addition to the build-

ing on the West Side land, 
where the Jets and the 
Sharks had their turf war, 
is a 112-seat theater called 
the Claire Tow. Just a few 
months old, it hopes to at-
tract a younger and more 
diverse audience with a 
$20 ticket price. Claire 
Tow has a husband named 
Leonard, a Lincoln Center 
board member, who made a 
donation of $7.5 million.

For a mere $1 mil-
lion in 1973, the Forum 

Theater in the lower level 
was renamed the Mitzi E. 

Newhouse Theater. Ms. 
Newhouse was the widow 
of Samuel I. Newhouse, 
a publisher of newspapers, 
magazines and books, 
along with radio and TV 
holdings.

The only Broadway 
theater not in the theater 

district is the Vivian 

Beaumont, named for Viv-
ian Beaumont Allen, heir-
ess to the May Depart-

ment Store fortune, whose 
gift of $3 million in 1958 
was crucial to the develop-
ment of the Lincoln Center 
complex.

Recently, my daugh-
ter Shari treated me to a 
performance of “Harvey,” 
the nearly 70-year-old play 
about a 6-foot-plus rabbit, 
invisible to all but Elwood 

P. Dowd. I played Elwood 
a couple of times, and 
in one production Shari 
had the role of my niece 
Myrtle Mae. We enjoyed 
the show a lot — it took 
place at the Roundabout 

Theatre Company’s Stu-

dio 54. Built in 1927 as 
an opera house called the 
Gallo, it soon was turned 

into a theater named The 

New Yorker, followed by 
a dinner theater known 
as the Casino de Paree, 
which then became the 
Federal Music Theatre. 
In 1976, it was converted 
into the flamboyant celeb-
rity nightclub Studio 54 
until the Roundabout took 
it over with its revival of 
“Cabaret.”

What’s in a name, in-
deed! So for you rich guys 
out there who want to give 
your wife the right present, 
The Outrageous Fortune 

Company is still looking 
for a new theater in north-
east Queens. Come up with 
the cash and I’ll be happy 
to discuss naming rights.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at rbh24@Columbia.edu.

sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #77 Hard #77

W
eek 33

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

STAGE Your guide to the Queens theater scene

It’s all in the name, if you’ve got the money, that is
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L’Artiste: A mixed French experience in Astoria
BY SUZANNE PARKER

First impressions do mat-
ter, and host Youssef Echyabi at 
L’Artiste in Astoria blew it big 
time. He greeted us in a T-shirt 
emblazoned with a witticism that 
included the “f-word.” We know 
that formality may be a thing 
of the past, but we don’t think 
that dress down needs to go that 
far down. We had a child in our 
party and that wasn’t something 
he needed to see. To add insult to 
injury, a female member of our 
party arrived early, and was not 
offered so much as a glass of wa-
ter, let alone a cocktail while she 
waited.

So we were off on the wrong 
foot, before so much as glimps-
ing a menu at what 
would have otherwise 
struck us as a cute lit-
tle French place deco-
rated with French and culinary-
themed jumbo graphics. When 
we had all assembled, things 
started to look up. Tepid glasses 
of water were poured for all, the 
temperature, no doubt, a tell of 

Continental authenticity. Drink 
orders were taken, menus prof-
fered, and specials recited.

Having our expectations 
lowered at the outset amplified 
our pleasant surprise at the high 

quality of our appe-
tizers. Sea scallops 
en croute embodied 
everything we love 

about French cuisine. Three 
sizable scallops were expertly 
seared, and rested on a light 
crisp puff pastry bed blanketed 
by a creamy leek compote.

Salmon tartar tasted fresh 

and clean. An attractive multi-
colored terrine included layers 
of raw salmon, beet and avocado 
mousse was drizzled with a pon-
zu citrus vinaigrette.

Escargots, sans shells, come 
poached in a cream and truffle 
broth. The menu alludes to win-
ter vegetables in the broth, but 
what we found seemed more sea-
sonal like bits of asparagus and 
cauliflower. This is a deliciously 
lush and earthy variation instead 
of the usual garlic-butter-in-the-
shells preparation.

As so often happens, it 

seems, the entrees didn’t quite 
measure up to the perfection of 
appetizers. The best of the lot 
was the seared duck breast. The 
meat was meltingly tender and 
made even more toothsome by 
an orange beure noisette sauce 
(orange butter hazelnut). It was 
paired with a lackluster winter 
squash puree.

A medium New York strip 
steak arrived, rather than the 
rare that was ordered. It was 
juiceless, although a creamy 
pepper sauce compensated some-
what. The star of this entree was 
a mound of roast potatoes joined 
with a mélange of other veg-
etables bound together by some-
thing creamy.

Braised lamb shank with 
mushroom polenta was bland and 
much too heavy for the season.

When we dithered between 
the sea bass and the salmon, 
Echyabi sang the praises of the 
former. What was presented was 
not the “in papillote” version 
described on the menu, but pan 

Seared duck breast served at L’Artiste in Astoria. Photo by Suzanne Parker

L’Artiste 
Restaurant

42-31st Avenue
Astoria, NY 11103
646-309-7504

lartisterestaurant.com
Price Range: Appetizers: $8 –12; 

Entrees: $18—24 
Cuisine: Modern French

Setting: Small, modern, inviting.
Service: Mostly effi cient, but 

timing and communication need 
fi ne tuning.

Hours: Tuesday–Friday 5–11 pm, 
Saturday 11 am–11 pm, Sunday 

11 am–10 pm. Dinner & weekend 
brunch

Reservations: optional
Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Street
Dress: Casual

Children: Welcome, but owner’s 
tee shirt may need censoring.

Music: No
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: Yes

Continued on Page 41

DINING OUT

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, 

Garlic & Oil PRIVATE PARTY 
ROOM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
INDIVIDUAL TRAYS

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

 

 

 

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person

Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

WITH THIS COUPON RECEIVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

 
Eggplant Parmigiana

 

 

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Tortellini Alfredo

ANTAANANTT

Choices

C
YY

City’s latino performers set 
for Queens Theatre festival

BY REBECCA HENELY

Dozens of the city’s 
Latin dancers, musicians 
and comedians will take 
the stage at Queens The-
atre’s 2012 Latino Cultural 
Festival Thursday to Sat-
urday.

This will be the 16th 
festival for the Queens The-
atre and will include a vari-
ety of events from musical 
acts and film to visual art 
and children’s program-
ming.

“I think what people 
can expect is a celebration 
of New York’s Latino cul-
ture,” said Ed Kiley, direc-
tor of marketing for Queens 
Theatre.

The theatre considers 
the festival one of its cor-
nerstone events. Kiley said 
in previous years the festi-

val centered on music from 
around the world but 2012’s 
acts will showcase artists 
from the city.

“This year we focused 
on local, New York artists 
who represent the various 
cultures around the world,” 
Kiley said.

The festival’s events, 
most of which take place 
in the evening, range from 
a comedy act in Spanish to 
a concert with singers of 
Bachata music, a style that 
originated in the Domini-
can Republic. The event 
also features an opening 
night with Argentine Tan-
go dancing, a short film 
festival featuring artists 
from cultures across the 
globe and a free exhibition 
by Puerto Rican-born New 
York artist Ray Rosario. 
Mexican, Cuban and Pe-
ruvian/Colombian-style 
musical acts will also play 

Gregorio Uribe and his 
big band will perform on 
the Queens Theatre main-
stage Saturday night. 

Photo courtesy Queens Theatre

Continued on Page 40
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tions “inspired by the geometri-
cal abstraction of Di Suvero’s 
works — using simple, recycled 
materials, such as junk mail, 
cereal boxes and toilet paper 
tubes,” Iglesias said.

Through collecting, ar-
ranging and manipulating the 
everyday, the Queens native cre-
ates “new micro-environments 
inspired by animal architecture 
and human contraptions. Much 
of my work reacts to the sites 
where they are built and they 
are composed of materials found 
locally,” she said. “I also tend to 
work either very small, such that 
you can turn a sculpture around 
in your hands, or very large, such 
that you have to walk around the 
work to see it and fully experi-
ence it.”

She has an upcoming solo 
show at the Larissa Goldston 
Gallery in Chelsea, Sept. 6 –29.

Another artist, Rob Swain-
ston, who lives and works in Wil-
liamsburg, Brooklyn, led a par-
ticipatory waterfront bike ride 
between Socrates and Governors 

Island on Aug. 12 — in celebra-
tion of the Socrates 25th anniver-
sary. Fellow riders learned about 
communities and structures 
along the waterfront, with “Stop 
and Look” moments, where they 
experienced structures and land-
marks through SeeSlow (www.
seeslow.net) drawings and dis-
cussions about the history and 
transformation of the neighbor-
hood — symbolically held at sev-
eral of di Suvero’s sculptures.

“In 15 years of living and 
biking along the waterfront, I 
have watched communities and 
neighborhoods change, and have 
worked on environmental and 
housing issues,” said Swainston. 
“I am a part of the artist rejuve-
nation story, working for years 
on expanding the original Loft 
Law to include my generation 
of artists, along the Brooklyn-
Queens waterfront.”

From a vacant landfill, So-
crates Sculpture Park was trans-
formed into a beautiful green 
space, which captures art within 
an urban environment. It was 
built by the entire community 
25 years ago and is an inspiring 

place where sculptors can cre-
ate and exhibit their work, while 
interacting with visitors. Here, 
families and singles can also en-
joy a variety of free activities, in-
cluding creative workshops, fit-
ness classes, outdoor theatrical 
performances and film screen-
ings. You can even have your 

kids’ birthday parties here and 
bring your dog to the neighbor-
hood park.

For more information about 
Governors Island in New York 
Harbor, including detailed direc-
tions, you can go to: http://govis-
land.com/html/visit/directions.
shtml

SOCRATESSOCRATES
Continued from Page 37

IF YOU GO
Socrates Sculpture Park

32-01 Vernon Blvd.
Long Island City
(718) 956-1819 
www.socratessculpturepark.org
info@Socratessculpturepark.org

Visitors to the Socrates Sculpture Park enjoy the free Summer Solistice celebration on June 20. 
Photo courtesy Socrates Sculpture Park

THURSDAY, AUG. 16
Opening Night: Tango Y Vida II — Experience 
classical tango at its best. In a seductive 
performance, these international artists 
embody the heat, energy and controlled 
abandon that is the Argentine tango. Led by 
renowned composer Frank Valiente, “Tango Y 
Vida II” showcases the passion and precision 
of the Argentine tango with a live orchestra. 
Ticket holders are invited to attend the 
opening night party immediately following the 
performance. (Mainstage)
When: 7:30 p.m.
Cost: $40

FRIDAY, AUG. 17
Bachata Night — Superstars of Bachata 
— Andy Andy, Henry Santos and 24 
Horas — come together for one special 
performance. (Mainstage)
When: 8 p.m.
Cost: $40

Afromantra — Headed by Chilean-Cuban 
drummer/composer Alejandro “Alex” García 
(Chile), Afromantra performs original 
compositions that combine rich harmonies 
and powerful rhythms with Cuban, 
American and South American traditions 

and infl uences. (Studio Theatre)
When: 8 p.m.
Cost: $25

SATURDAY, AUG. 18
For Children: La Cencienta — When 
Cinderella’s cruel stepmother prevents 
her from attending the royal ball, she gets 
some unexpected help. The classic story 
of Cinderella is performed in Spanish by a 
talented and up-and-coming New York City-
based theater company. (Mainstage)
When: 1 p.m.
Cost: $12

Corina Bartra & Orchestra/Gregorio 
Uribe Big Band — Experience world music 
in Latin style when Peru and Colombia 
share the stage in one special night with 
Corina Bartra (Peru) and Gregorio Uribe 
(Colombia). Bartra opens the night with 
her Afro-Peruvian-inspired contemporary 
jazz followed by the traditional Colombian 
music, fl avored with Afro-Cuban rhythms 
and funk grooves, of Uribe’s 16-piece big 
band. (Mainstage)
When: 8 p.m.
Cost: $30

Villalobos Brothers — Internationally 
known for their classical fusions of 

traditional Mexican music, the Villalobos 
Brothers deliver an intoxicating brew of 
musical brilliance, cadence and virtuosity 
that awakens the senses as it redefi nes the 
notions behind the music. (Studio Theatre)
When: 8:30 p.m.
Cost: $25

Hugo “El Gordo” Cadelago — The local 
comedy legend and nationally-renowned 
radio DJ/personality Hugo “El Gordo” 
Cadelago (“The Fat One”) will have 
audiences laughing all night with his side-
splitting stand-up comedy act in Spanish. 
(Cabaret Theatre)
When: 8:30 p.m.
Cost: $20

SUNDAY, AUG. 19
Queens Theatre Short Film Festival 
— A selection of short fi lms by local 
Latin directors and writers. A panel of 
international actors and directors will 
select the grand prize winner. (Mainstage)
When: 3 p.m.
Cost: $20

An exhibition of the work of Puerto 
Rican-born and New York-raised 
artist Ray Rosario will be on display 
throughout the festival.

2012 Latino Cultural Festival Events
on the main stage and the 
studio theater at the festi-
val.

Tickets vary by per-
formance or exhibition, 
but range from $20 to $40.

“This isn’t just the 
festival for people of La-
tino descent,” Kiley said. 
“It’s for people of all cul-
tures, and I think what 
they get out of it is great 
entertainment at afford-
able prices in beautiful 

Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park.”

The National En-
dowment for the Arts has 
funded part of the 2012 
festival.

For more informa-
tion or on how to get to 
the theater, visit queen-
stheatre.org.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at 718-260-4564.

Continued from Page 39

Latino performers

Afromantra will perform on the Queens Theatre’s Studio Theatre 
stage on Friday at 8 p.m. Photo courtesy Queens Theatre
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seared over a bed of spin-
ach. The bass was nicely 
crisped on the outside and 
enhanced with a carrot 
coulis. It struck just the 
right note for summer sup-
ping. The down side was 
that it was $3 more than 
the sea bass on the menu. 
Sea bass appears this way 
on their online menu with 
red bliss potatoes includ-

ed for a dollar less than we 
were charged.

Desserts here are all 
house-made and classi-
cally French. We doubt 
that any of them would 
disappoint, but especially 
recommend the cold sweet 
bliss of the French Coffee 
Panna Cotta.

The Bottom Line
L’Artiste is a bit of a 

mixed bag. What was good 
here was really good, and 
there was more good than 
not. The prices, given the 

quality of the food, are 
fair. The service needs fine 
tuning, especially in the 
communications depart-
ment. And, Mr. Echyabi, 
unless your secret goal is 
to run a biker bar, please 
lose that T-shirt.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant 
critic and author of “Eat-
ing Like Queens: A Guide 
to Ethnic Dining in Amer-
ica’s Melting Pot, Queens, 
N.Y.” She can be reached 
by e-mail at qnsfoodie@
aol.com.

Continued from Page 39

L’Artiste
Twelfth Night — A hilarious, 
groundbreaking new production 
of William Shakespeare’s 
“Twelfth Night.” Directed by 
Alberto Bonilla. Using elements 
of clowning, improvisation, and 
audience interaction allows the 
cast to explore this classic tale 
of illusions of love, mistaken 
identity and the masks we all 
wear in joyous new ways.
When: Through Aug. 18, Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays 8 pm; 
Sunday, Aug. 12, 8 pm
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

The Little Foxes — Theatre Box 
presents its production of Lillian 
Hellman’s drama.
When: Aug. 9-11, Friday and 
Saturday at 8 pm; Saturday and 
Sunday at 2 pm
Where: United Methodist Church, 
35 Verbena Ave., Floral Park
Contact: 516-354-4969; 
umcfl oralpark.org

Free Shakespeare in the Park 
— Hip to Hop Theatre Company 
presents its sixth season of 
free outdoor Shakespeare with 
Comedy of Errors and Hamlet. 
The performances will tour 10 
Queens parks. All performances 

are free and open to the public. 
Check www.hiptohip.org for 
dates, times and locations.
When: Through Aug. 18
Contact: (718) 729-5867; 
contact@hiptohip.org
Website: www.hiptohip.org

Theatre by the Bay’s Original 
Plays Festival — Theatre By The 
Bay, the community theater group 
of Bay Terrace Jewish Center, 
will present a full day festival of 
readings of original plays. General 
seating with admission to any or 
all of the plays in the festival is 
payable by cash or check only.
When: Aug. 19, 1 pm
Where: Bay Terrace Jewish 
Center, 13-00 209th St., Bayside
Contact: (718) 428-6363

AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

“The Crucible” Auditions — The 
following parts for their fall 
production of “The Crucible,” 
are still open: Women’s parts 
of Ann Putnam (a middle aged 
woman), Rebecca Nurse (an 
elderly woman), Tituba (a middle-
aged Caribbean woman); Men’s 
parts: Tom Putnam (a middle-aged 
man), Francis Nurse (an elderly 

man), Cheever (a man of any age 
from the late 20s on) and Willar (a 
strong man that talks).
When: Aug. 16 and 22, 7 pm; Aug. 
19, 5 pm
Where: Bayswater Jewish Center, 
23-55 Healy Ave., Far Rockaway
Contact: (516) 239-9500

Oratoria Winter Concert 
Auditions — Sing with the 
Oratorio Society of Queens and 
be part of the celebrated annual 
concert featuring Handel’s 
“Messiah,” Christmas carols and 
Chanukah songs. Reservations 
required.
When: Sept. 10 and 17, 7 p.m.
Where: Temple Beth Sholom (in 
the FSG Hall), 172nd Street and 
Northern Blvd., Flushing
Contact: LeeAnn Close, (718) 
279-3006
Website: www.queensoratorio.
org

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights 
Circle Meeting — Formerly 
known as the Playwrights 
Circle of Great Neck, this open 
group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing 
exercises for playwrights in 
Queens and Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Atria, 96 Cutter Mill 
Road, Great Neck
Contact: Muriel, (718) 225-7382

RISTORANTE

ITALIANO

For Reservations Call 718-767-3100
154-41 Powells Cove Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

Ettore, formerly of Il Mulino Las Vegas & Miami, 
Invites You to Due Ponti for a Fine Dining Experience! 

Chef EttoreChef Ettore

Free parking 
for your car 
or boat

Party room 
for up to  
40 people

Outdoor 
Dining
on Dock 
or Patio

Serving Dinner
Tues. – Sun.

4 - 10pm

Serving Luch
Sat. – Sun.

12 - 3pm 

Featuring 
Chef Ettore
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Jimmy’s Trattoria RistoranteBAYSIDE
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.
com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOKING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Guide toDINING To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

718.260.4521

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

718-747-1414BAR & GRILL

150-33 14th AV. WHITESTONE, N.Y. 11357

Waterside Restaurant

10 Matinecock Ave.
Port Washington, NY

516-944-7900 | www.lamottas.net

718-849-3939

VILLAGGIO
���������	

���
����

STEAK & RIBS, SEAFOOD & TEX MEX
67-63 WOODHAVEN BLVD. REGO PARK
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A Taste of 
Summer
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THE Olympics will 
decide the world’s fin-
est athletes, but when 
it comes to hometown 

heroes, there’s no competi-
tion: New York has the best 
on the planet.

It’s again time to salute 
our superstar neighbors 
with the 11th annual New 
York Post Liberty Medal 
awards, and we’re invit-
ing you, our readers, to 
tell us about those among 
us whose compassion and 
courage make this the most 
wonderful city on earth.

The Post is partnering 
with Fox 5 and getting an 
exuberant assist from quint-
essential New Yorker Regis 
Philbin, who has emceed 
the award ceremony for nine 

consecutive years.
“I’ll be there for this 

year’s great stories from the 
people in this city who have 
done something to make 
you feel good about New 
York,” said Philbin. “There 
are so many things like that 
going on in this town. If you 
know somebody who does 
good things, let us know; we 
want to say thanks and tell 
them how important they 
are to all of us.”

You’ll find it easy to nomi-
nate someone. Just log on to 
nypost.com/libertymedals 
and submit nominations in 
the eight categories outlined 
below: Leadership, Cour-
age, Lifetime Achievement, 
Young Heart, Freedom and 
one each for the city’s teach-

ers, cops and firefighters.
Just tell us in 100 words 

or less why your nominee 
deserves to be the toast of 
the town. You may nomi-
nate only living people. And 
please nominate as many 
heroes as you like.

A panel of notable New 
Yorkers, including NYPD 
Commissioner Ray Kelly, 
FDNY Commissioner Salva-
tore Cassano and Lew Leone, 
vice president and general 
manager of WNYW-Fox5 and 
WWOR-My 9, will choose 
from among the nominees in 
each category to determine 
the winners, who will be hon-
ored by The Post on Oct. 17.

Each winner will receive 
a medal engraved with Lady 
Liberty’s torch and specially 
designed for The Post by 
New York graphic artist Mil-
ton Glaser, who created the 
iconic “I � New York” logo.

� Leadership Medal 
For a compassionate, 
disciplined person 
whose activities dur-
ing the past year most 
improved the quality 
of life in a borough or 
neighborhood.

� Freedom Medal 
For an immigrant 
New Yorker who best 
embodies the values 
of honesty, industri-
ousness and hard-
earned success,or 
a New Yorker who 
reflects the finest 
qualities of New York 

to the world.

� New York’s  
Bravest Medal 
For the firefighter 
or EMS technician 
whose performance 
in the line of duty 
best exemplifies 
the department’s 
unflinching heroism; 
to be selected in 
consultation with the 
FDNY. 
� New York’s  
Finest Medal 
For the police officer 
whose on-the-job per-
formance reflects the 

department’s honor 
and selflessness; to 
be selected in consul-
tation with the NYPD 
and the Port Authority 
Police Department. 

� Courage Medal 
For a notable act of 
bravery by a civilian 
that contributed to 
saving human life. 
� Educator Medal 
For an administrator 
or teacher who excels 
at preparing the next 
generation of New 
Yorkers for their future 
challenges. 

� Young Heart 
Medal 
For the youth under 
17 who most impres-
sively displayed 
adult resolve — not 
for a physical feat 
but for behavior that 
demonstrates moral 
character or mature 
judgment — in the 
past year.

� Lifetime  
Achievement Medal 
For the individual 
whose accomplish-
ments reflect the very 
best of our city. 

2012 LIBERTY MEDAL CATEGORIES

®®
How to Nominate Your Hero for 

  Fill out a nomination 
form and tell us in 100 words 
or less about an outstanding 
New Yorker who you feel 
deserves to be recognized. 
Before submitting your 
nomination, please identify 
the category for which your 
candidate is nominated.

Or mail your essay with the fully 
completed printed nomination form 

located at nypost.com/libertymedals to:

  New York Post 2012 Liberty Medals
Nomination Category 

1211 Sixth Avenue, Promotions Department,  
New York, NY 10036-8790

Or fax  
your 

completed 
nomination 

form to:  
(212)  

997-9272

3

Faxed and online entries must be received by 5 p.m. E.D.T. on 9/14/12. Mailed entries must be 
postmarked by 9/14/12 and received by 9/18/12. Incomplete forms/entries will be disqualified.

2

Go to nypost.com/libertymedals

d fi fi h

Liberty Medal 
Awards11The

Annual
th

1

Our secret 
Samaritans

For nomination rules, go to www.nypost.com/promotions.
In 

partnership 
with

TM
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BUSINESS

Queens College teaches Bach’s music with dance
BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
In a small Queens 

College dormitory suite, 
Adriana Molello is taking 
a private lesson in violin, 
but you might not guess it 
was an instrument she was 
studying if you just walked 
into the room.

Molello stands in the 
common area facing her 
teacher, Janet Packer, a fac-
ulty member of the Longy 
School of Music of Bard 
College in Boston.

“This is the step that 
we learned in dance class,” 
Packer says, bobbing up 
and down on her feet as she 
circles around the room, 
demonstrating a bourrée 
dance style. “You should be 
up on your toes.”

Molello mimics the 
move, and the two dance for 
a moment, laughing, before 
finally returning to their 
violins.

“Now what I want you 
to do — that feeling of being 
up, up, up — can you relate 
it to this?” Packer says, 

playing a few measures of 
a Johann Sebastian Bach 
composition that alternates 
loud and soft notes.

Molello plays the 
phrase, going up on her 
toes on the loud notes and 
falling back to her heels 
on the soft ones as she did 

while she was dancing.
She is one of 15 musi-

cians — some profession-
als, some students — who 
have traveled from near 
and far to participate in a 
unique program at Queens 
College: an innovative 
workshop that uses dance 

as an avenue for learning 
about the music of Bach, 
one of the most celebrated 
composers of all time.

At the weeklong pro-
gram, now in its second 
year, participants study not 
just the nitty-gritty techni-
cal details of Bach’s music, 

such as how to read a key 
signature to figure out his 
intended tempo, but also 
learn about Bach’s histori-
cal significance, play his 
music using the instru-
ments of the baroque era 
and, of course, learn the 
dances that would have 
been performed to his mu-
sic.

“Most modern musi-
cians and their teachers 
have very little understand-
ing of the character of the 
various baroque dances,” 
said Maria Matteo, an as-
sistant director of news ser-
vices for Queens College, in 
an e-mail to TimesLedger 
Newspapers.

Yet much of the era’s 
vocal and instrumental 
music use dance idioms, 
such as “courante,” “min-
uet” and “gigue.” Learn-
ing those dances thus helps 
musicians develop a better 
understanding of Bach’s 
music, Matteo said.

Participants guide 
much of their own learning 
by choosing the pieces they 

would like to work on. They 
also receive one-on-one 
training from six faculty 
members, including Pack-
er, who is the 2012 Massa-
chusetts String Teachers 
Studio Teacher of the Year, 
and they take classes with 
the program leader, Profes-
sor Emeritus Ray Erickson, 
a Bach scholar who once 
taught at Juilliard.

The workshop’s em-
phasis on dance seemed to 
spark excitement among 
the participants.

“I’m here to immerse 
myself more into the style, 
how to play Bach, to learn 
more about the influences 
on him,” said Martin Dicke, 
a longtime director of a 
Bach Festival in Peoria, Ill.

He said the dance les-
sons are an integral part of 
that immersion, and learn-
ing “the actual steps that 
they were using help us 
understand how to phrase 
the music, what tempos to 
use.”

BY RICH BOCKMANN AND PHILIP 
NEWMAN

Thirteen people have been 
charged in what authorities said 
was a Queens-based criminal 
enterprise that took in millions 
in a system that stole bank and 
personal identification data to 
finance a vast criminal shopping 
spree.

“Credit card fraud and iden-
tity continue to flourish as more 
and more financial transactions 
occur over the Internet,” said 
Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown. “These crimes cost 
millions of dollars in losses to 
consumers, businesses and fi-
nancial institutions and will be 
vigorously investigated and pros-
ecuted.”

A spokeswoman for the 
Queens DA said the fraud op-
eration was headquartered in 
Queens but her office was “not 
at this point ready to say exactly 
where.”

Brown said the defendants 
have been charged with fraudu-

lently obtaining credit card ac-
count numbers through various 
means, which were then used to 
manufacture forged credit and 
identification cards.

Once the counterfeit cards 
were made, so-called shoppers 
were sent out on shopping expedi-
tions all over and beyond the New 
York City area, including Long 
Island, upstate New York and 
New Jersey as well as Delaware, 
Florida and Pennsylvania to buy 
merchandise using fake credit 
cards, stolen accounts numbers 
and personal ID information, ac-
cording to the indictment.

The defendants are accused 
of reselling the purchased items 
and returning some items to get 
the cash. The ring targeted cer-
tain businesses, such as Best Buy, 
The Home Depot, Loehmann’s, 
Walgreens and Sephora, prosecu-
tors said.

 Brown identified the de-
fendants as Isijola Olusegan, 21, 
of Elmont, L.I., the alleged boss; 
Darcel Kirby, 46, of Elmont, L.I., 
the alleged underboss; Barakat 

Abiola, 23, of Brooklyn; Simone 
Abraham, 29, 145 Shore Ave., 

Jamaica; James Bartholomew, 27, 
323 Beach 40th St., Rockaway; 
Michael Cruz, 31, 227-14 11th 

Ave., Queens Village; Michael 

Ferguson, 26, of Brooklyn; Nichol 
Freerman, 26, of 117-68 Mars-

den St., Jamaica; Shanell James, 
21, of Brooklyn; Crystal Brown, 
of Brooklyn; Maiesha Lovejoy, 
21, 115-34 166th St. of Jamai-

ca; Louise Morpeau, 21, 195-06 

Woodhull Ave., Hollis; Aria Par-
han, 22, 9224-B Holland Ave., 
Rockaway Beach; and Sarah Pow-
ell, 24, 89-37 Hollis Court Blvd,, 
Queens Village.

All are awaiting arraign-
ment before Queens Supreme 
Court Justice Richard Buchter. 
They are variously charged with 
identification theft, grand lar-
ceny, criminal possession of a 
forged instrument, falsifying 
business records,  petit larceny,  
scheme to defraud and fifth-de-
gree conspiracy.

Brown said authorities 
learned of the alleged Queens 
ring in October as part of an in-
vestigation into a massive $13 
million credit card and identity 
fraud ring with a worldwide reach 
called “Operation Swiper,” which 
was dismantled after 111 people 
were arrested and indicted.

Reach reporter Rich Bock-
mann by e-mail at rbockmann@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 718-
260-4574.

Ray Erickson, a Bach scholar and program leader of the workshop, plays the harpsichord at Queens 
College. Photo by Karen Frantz

Authorities bust 13 in Queens credit card fraud ring: DA

Police lead several people, who were arrested during “Operation Swiper,” 
through Queens Criminal Court in October 2011. According to the Queens DA, au-
thorities learned of the alleged criminal enterprise during the investigation last 
year. Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“Nobody thought my husband could ever visit Montauk again. 
Nobody except Calvary.”

“When my husband Frank’s cancer became terminal, his wish was 
to be at home. Confi ned to a wheel chair and in constant pain, this 
proud war veteran didn’t deserve to die like that. Our fi nal gift to him 
was to keep him out of pain, and visit his favorite place on earth – 
Montauk. We knew we needed the best hospice care possible. We 
needed Calvary@Home. Immediately, Calvary was a part of our family, 
managing Frank’s pain like no one else before. The change in him was 
remarkable. We talked, we laughed, and for a few precious weeks, 
we visited Montauk again – the water, the breeze, the comfort. 
Calvary@Home gave Frank back his dignity. And gave us back our lives.”

– Mary Pankowitz 

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org or call us at 718-518-2465.

BY STEVE MOSCO

Authorities said a 
body found floating in the 
waters of East Rockaway, 
L.I., Friday is that of a 
Ridgewood man who disap-
peared after a boating trip 
with a friend.

Police said that friend 
has been charged with 
boating while intoxicated.

Stanislaw Nawrocki, 
57, was fishing with his 
friend in a 26-foot, 1990 
Bayliner last Thursday af-
ternoon when he fell into 
the water, Nassau County 
police said.

Nawrocki’s friend, a 
54-year-old homeless man 
named Janusz Sowa, was 
stopped by the Nassau 
County Marine Bureau 
near Crow’s Nest Marina 
in Oceanside, L.I. and told 
authorities his friend was 
missing — more than 90 
minutes after  Nawrocki fell 

into the water, police said.
Nawrocki’s body was 

found the following day 
by the NYPD Harbor Unit, 
who turned it over to Nas-
sau County authorities.

Cops alleged that Sowa 
had a blood alcohol level of 
.17 — well above the legal 
limit of .08 —  while he was 
operating the inflatable 
motorboat. Sowa was ar-
raigned Friday on a charge 
of operating a vessel while 

under the influence of al-
cohol and is being held on 
$100,000 bond, according to 
Nassau County police.

Nassau County pros-
ecutors at Hempstead Dis-
trict Court said Sowa was 
placed on immigration 
hold by U.S. Immigration & 
Customs Enforcement, and 
authorities said he will be 
deported following a court 
appearance this week.

Ridgewood man fi shed out  
of water as friend charged

Authorities charged a man with boating while intoxicated after his 
friend was found dead in the waters off East Rockaway.
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Bainnson & Butz during an 
assessment survey.

The e-mail said an 
arborist with Abel Bainn-
son & Butz concluded that 

“three cherries in the 
northern lawn area should 
be removed because of dis-
ease, decline, etc., and the 
remainder of the cherries, 
while in desperate need for 
pruning, are in good condi-
tion.”

In that same e-mail, 
the landscaping firm gave 

city officials two options on 
how to deal with the cher-
ry trees. The first option 
called for the removal of 
three trees and the preser-
vation of the rest, while the 
second option recommend-
ed removing all the trees.

ing, then we will adapt.”
The USTA said it has 

not received any negative 
blowback from elected offi-
cials as it works to rescind 
the US Open invitations.

“If you’re inviting 

elected officials as pub-
lic servants to maybe an-
nounce the 2012 US Open, 
then that is one thing,” 
Avella said. “It is a com-
pletely different thing to 
offer an elected official the 
opportunity to pick a match 
and get something for noth-
ing that an average citizen 
would have to pay for.”

Avella said his office 

looked into the cost an av-
erage tennis fan would pay 
to receive the same benefits 
that elected officials were 
given for free and found it 
to be roughly $1,000 a per-
son for a standard box.

“They needed to be 
slapped on the wrist,” Avel-
la said. “It boggles my mind 
that this was going on in 
the first place.”

the country has diabetes 
or pre-diabetes, according 
to statistics provided by 
Bloomberg’s office. 

Bloomberg contended 
that residents could still 
buy as much soda as they 
wanted, but they would 
have to purchase it in mul-
tiple bottles or cups, which 
the mayor hopes will make 
people realize the quantity 

they are actually consum-
ing.

The walking tour was 
orchestrated by New York-
ers for Beverage Choices, 
which is going on a media 
offensive across the city at 
the behest of multinational 
soda manufacturers to pan 
Bloomberg’s proposal and 
paint it as an infringement 
on personal freedoms.

The group advertises 
itself as “made up of indi-
viduals, businesses and 
community organizations,” 
although it is backed by the 
beverage industry’s trade 

association, American Bev-
erage Association.

In 2010, the association 
poured $13 million into a 
lobbying campaign seek-
ing to defeat a 1-cent tax on 
sodas, according to a report 
from the New York Public 
Interest Research Group, 
which indicated that the 
American Beverage Asso-
ciation outspent any other 
lobbying group that year. 

A man identifying 
himself as a representative 
from Coca-Cola also went 
on the walking tour.

development is not only 
an egregious misuse of 
parkland but also illegal . 
The law would only permit 
something like a souvenir 
shop, for example.

Either way, Jesse 
Masyr , an attorney also 
from Wachtel, Masyr & 
Missry, said including a 
retail engine like Willets 
West was the only way to 
make the entire project eco-
nomically feasible, a way of 
hedging the partners’ bets 
when they have to also put 
 in housing, a much more 
risky investment that is 
required as part of the bid-
ding process.

“It was fundamental to 
our thinking,” he said. “We 
need to create a critical 

mass, an economic develop-
ment engine.”

Willets West would 
also make the area a more 
desirable place to live, he 
said.

Glenn Goldstein, pres-
ident of Related, said the 
tepid housing market that 
has affected other develop-
ments in Queens proved to 
his team that an economic 
center was needed in order 
to fulfill what the city want-
ed to see at Willets Point.

“It just reaffirms our 
thoughts that the market 
now isn’t there and we 
needed to create a place 
where people want to live,” 
he said.

The fourth step in 
the plan calls for the con-
struction of additional exit 
ramps off the Van Wyck 
Expressway, built on the 
city’s dime, in 2021, which 
will pave the way for the 

final portion of the project, 
the construction of market-
rate and affordable housing 
set to begin in 2024 and end 
in approximately 2028.

“We would envision 
that it wouldn’t all be built 
at once,” Goodman said. “It 
would probably be an or-
ganic, block-by-block devil-
ment.”

Amid grousing from 
city lawmakers about the 
delay of the housing, Masyr 
contended delaying the 
housing is essential to re-
sponsibly developing the 
area.

“To put some amount 
of housing in Willets now 
we think would be inappro-
priate,” he said. “There is 
no community there, there 
is no service there, we 
think development needs 
to occur organically and 
doesn’t get dropped from a 
helicopter.”

the East River through 
the different tents of food, 
music and entertainment. 
At one tent, children were 
coached one-on-one how 
to ride a bicycle as parents 
watched. In another spot of 
the park, borough natives 
shared their musical tal-
ents to crowds of singing 
people.

Nearby, kids and par-
ents crowded around a large 

tent to see what generating 
all the surrounding noise. 
Under the tent, festival vol-
unteers shouted along as 
contestants chomped away 
at watermelons in a heated 
race to see who could down 
their slice the fastest. Con-
testants wore black garbage 
bags around their bodies 
to ensure they did not use 
their hands, despite the 
temperatures approaching 
the upper 80s.

Bayside resident Sarah 
Bishow-Semedolos walked 
away with an extra sense of 
accomplishment after she 

nailed second-place honors 
in the watermelon-eating 
contest. After competing 
in the event last year, she 
said it was a bit easier the 
second time around.

“It is a tough competi-
tion, but it’s still a lot of fun 
to be a part of,” she said. 
“Maybe next year I can 
come back with some more 
training.”

Proud boyfriend Os-
car Arias cheered Bishow-
Semedolos on for bringing 
back watermelon-eating 
honors after not placing in 
last year’s contest.

On the other hand his 
opponent, state Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone), 
garnered the support of 
many prominent Asian 
community leaders and 
lawmakers at her campaign 
kickoff announcement.

According to David 
Birdsell, dean of Baruch 
College’s School of Public 
Affairs, the tactic is a com-
mon one for politicians.

“What’s clear is that 
this is a growing compo-
nent of the population, and 
to address that directly by 

making yourself available 
is a time-honored tactic 
of politicians for decades, 
if not centuries,” he said. 
“It’s smart and it’s nothing 
new.”

Catering to recent 
immigrants has a strong 
history, particularly in 
New York City, according 
to Birdsell, who said Tam-
many Hall politicians used 
to greet immigrants from 
Ireland as soon as they ar-
rived off boats in the early 
1920s. 

About 53 percent of 
the district was identified 
as Asian, according to the 
state Legislative Task Force 
on Demographic Research, 
which drew the lines for the 

seat encompassing down-
town Flushing, Queensboro 
Hill, Pomonok and parts 
of Forest Hills, Elmhurst, 
Rego Park, Fresh Meadows 
and Bayside. 

The term “major-
ity Asian” hardly defines 
a monolithic voting block, 
though, since residents 
from East Asian countries, 
including China and Korea, 
are grouped with residents 
who identify themselves 
as South Asian, which in-
cludes countries like India 
and Bangladesh and could 
have different community 
needs and different expec-
tations in a possible repre-
sentative of the area.

Continued from Page 4

Trees

Continued from Page 4

USTA

Continued from Page 5

Festival

Continued from Page 5
Messer

Continued from Page 4

Tea

Continued from Page 5

Willets

HIGHWAY MEMORIAL
A memorial is set up on the Grand Central Parkway for Frank Avino, a 63-year-old electrician 
with Welsbach Electric Corp., in College Point, who was struck and killed while performing 
work on the roadway last month. Jamaica Hills resident Munshi Abdullah, 26, was charged 
with vehicular manslaughter and driving while under the influence of alcohol in the fatal ac-
cident, the Queens DA said. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Jasmine Nwajei is in a 
holding pattern in her col-
lege search as her senior 
year is weeks from getting 
started.

“I’m looking for better 
looks later on in the sea-
son,” she said.

The incoming Murry 
Bergtraum guard, who 
transferred from Mary Lou-
is last February, has offers 
from Stony Brook, Wagner 
and FDU. She visited the 
Erie, Pa. Seawolves in late 
June and also has heavy in-
terest from Boston Univer-
sity and UMass. She spent 
the summer traveling the 
AAU circuit with Positive 
Direction and doesn’t have 
any other visits planned at 
this point.

“It just motivates me 
to go harder,” the 5-foot-8 
combo guard said.

Positive Direction 
Coach JoAnn Arbitello 
said Nwajei played well at 
Basketball on the Bayou in 
New Orleans in mid-July. 
Positive Direction will 
travel to the Blue Chip Fall 
Ball Classic Sept. 28-30 and 
Arbitello believes coaches 

might come back for anoth-
er look at her after follow-
ing her all summer.

In Arbitello’s mind, it’s 
been a summer of matur-
ing for Nwajei, who scored 
18 points in Positive Direc-
tions’ 64-56 loss to the Lady 
Falcons at West 4th Street 
Aug. 7. She is at St. Claire’s 
gym in Rosedale every 
morning from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. working out, some-
thing she hasn’t done in the 
past. Improving her jump 
shot has been her main fo-
cus.

“She is shooting with 
more confidence,” Arbi-
tello said. “She just has to 
work on her defense. When 
she does that, she will be a 
complete player.”

One of the city’s top 
rising seniors, Nwajei left 
Mary Louis for financial 
reasons. She is excited to 
finally be stepping on the 
court next season for the 
defending champion Lady 
Blazers. Last year she 
scored 25 points to help 
TMLA beat New Jersey 
power Teaneck at the Ken-
nedy Challenge and had 21 
points against Bergtraum 

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Kyle O’Quinn’s fairy-
tale story of basketball rags 
to riches doesn’t have an 
end in sight.

The former Campus 
Magnet star who had just 
one scholarship offer out 
of high school signed a par-
tially guaranteed, three-
year, $2.5 million contract 
with the Orlando Magic 
Aug. 8, his agent Alberto 
Ebanks told the New York 
Post.

“Signing is the point 
everybody wants to get to,” 
the 6-foot-10 O’Quinn said. 
“It’s another step in the 
journey I’ve been travel-
ing.”

And what a journey 
it has been. O’Quinn only 
began playing basketball 
in high school because of 
his size. He didn’t begin 
to see significant minutes 
until his senior year, when 
he started to take the sport 
seriously. His first schol-
arship offer, from Norfolk 
State, didn’t come until late 
in the spring.

He landed at Norfolk 
State, but struggled until 
midway through his junior 
year. With the Spartans in 
the midst of an 11-game los-
ing streak, he realized he 
had to get more serious on 
the court, cut out the joking 
and lapses of focus.

A second-round pick in 
June’s NBA Draft, O’Quinn 
earned his spot with a solid 
showing at the NBA Sum-
mer League in Orlando, 
where he averaged 8.8 
points and 6.2 rebounds in 
21.4 minutes per game. He 
was named to the second 
team of the league and even 
outplayed Detroit Pistons 

rookie Andre Drummond, 
the ninth overall pick, and 
was signed to be Dwight 
Howard’s backup, granted 
the all-star center remains 
with the team.

O’Quinn will get one 
year guaranteed, worth 
$788,000. The second and 
third years are team op-
tions.

“That’s what they’re 
looking for initially,” 
O’Quinn said. “Anything 
else is up to me.”

O’Quinn played his 
way into prominence this 
winter, first as the MEAC 
Player of the Year by aver-
aging 15.9 points and 10.3 
rebounds per game. He led 
Norfolk State to 26 wins, 
the school’s most since 1995, 
and a shocking upset of Mis-
souri, just the fifth time a 
15th seed has taken down a 
No. 2, in the NCAA Tourna-
ment. He was also named 
MEAC Tournament MVP 
and the Lou Henson Award 

winner at the nation’s top 
“mid-major” player.

“This is a guy who 
really has gone pro like a 
pro,” said Ebanks, of EBSA 
Sports. “There were nev-
er any complaints on his 
part. Whatever we thought 
he needed to do, he did. 
Someone forgot to tell him 
he played in the MEAC, 
someone forgot to tell him 
he played for a small con-
ference. He played big and 
continued to play big.”Continued on Page 51

Murry Bergtraum’s Jasmine Nwajei has offers from Wagner, Stony 
Brook and FDU. Photo by Denis Gostev

Queens native Kyle O’Quinn signed a three-year contract with the Orlando Magic. AP photo

Queens star heads to Magic
Former Campus Magnet center signs three-year deal with Orlando

Nwajei weighs plans 
ahead of senior year
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

It was a different type 
of summer for Jermaine 
Lawrence.

The highly recruited 
6-foot-9 forward spent a 
limited amount of time on 
the travel ball circuit with 
his program The Rens. 
Lawrence attended Reebok 
Breakout Camp, LeBron 
James Skills Academy and 
Adidas in July, choosing to 
spend the bulk of his time 
working on improving his 
body, his individual skills 
and learning how to bal-
ance basketball and life.

Nagging injuries to his 
ankle and wrist also held 
him back.

“I have to be prepared 
for my senior season,” the 
Pope John XXIII (N.J.) for-
ward said.

Lawrence, who trans-
ferred from Cardozo to the 
New Jersey Catholic school 

in the middle of his junior 
season, instead spent three 
days a week working with 
Explosive Hoops trainers 
Isiah Monroe and Antwane 
Davis.

Monroe, his skills 
coach, said they focused on 
improving his handling, 
footwork, facing up and fin-
ishing with his left hand. 
Lawrence, who is look-
ing for a more consistent 
jumper, has done a lot of 
plyometrics to further his 
athleticism. Trainers don’t 
want him to be pigeonholed 
as just a power forward, but 
let him showcase his ability 
to run the floor.

“No matter where he is 
on the court he is going to 
be unguardable because of 
his footwork,” Monroe said. 
“If he has a handle, he can 
go on the perimeter and 
with his footwork and post 
moves he can go down low.

Lawrence’s skill set 

has made him one of the 
area’s most recruited 
prospects. He is the No. 14 
ranked player in his class 
by scout.com and 16th in 
his class by ESPN and No. 1 
in New York state. He has a 
host of offers from the likes 
of Baylor, Cincinnati, Flor-
ida, Kansas, Louisville, St. 
John’s, Rutgers, Syracuse, 
UNLV and Rutgers, among 
others. Lawrence is look-
ing for a team that plays a 
completely up-tempo style.

Lawrence plans on cut-
ting his list down at the end 
of the month and doesn’t 
have any visits planned.

“That’s my game,” 
Lawrence said of playing in 
a transition system. “I like 
to run up and down.”

He is back in New York 
this weekend to play in 
the Big Strick Classic, an 
all-star game in memory 
of streetball legend John 
Strickland, who died in 

October 2010. It pits some of 
the nation’s top prospects 
against the local area’s top 
talent 6 p.m. Saturday at 
CCNY. Lawrence wasn’t an 
original member of Team 
NYC, but was added late 
after expressing interest to 
the event’s organizers. He 
is humbled to be allowed to 
play alongside and against 
such talented athletes.

“It’s cool representing 
New York against the rest 
of the USA,” he said. “I was 
in it last year. It was real 
big.”

All of this is in prepa-
ration to trying to lead 
Pope John XXIII to a state 
title next season. There was 
more of a transition to the 
strict nature of the school 
than anything else, he said. 
His club lost to Seton Hall 
Prep in the Non-Public, 
North A semifinals last 
season.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Bryant Dunston heard 
the Internet rumors. A re-
port out of Israel, where he 
last played, said the Brook-
lyn Nets were considering 
offering him a contract.

“They just made that 
up,” the 6-foot-8 power for-
ward said.

The former Fordham 
and St. John’s Prep star 
played for the Nets’ summer 
league team in Orlando, 
but never expected the con-
tract to come. He averaged 
9 points and 6.4 rebounds a 
contest. His agent kept him 
updated and never men-
tioned anything of the sort. 
Instead, Dunston recently 
signed with Cimberio Va-
rese, of the Italy Serie A 
league, the top league in 
the country.

“It felt like a good place 
to play,” he said. “I know a 
lot of the teams have good 
exposure. It’s a competitive 
league.”

It is Dunston’s fifth 
stop overseas, which in-
cludes trips to South Korea 
and Greece. He spent two 
years in Israel, last year 
with Hapoel Holon in the 
country’s premier league. 
Dunston averaged 14 points 
and nine rebounds per con-
test as Hapoel Holon beat 
Maccabi Rishon for the 
Premier League title. He 

also won a Korean League 
title with Mobis Phoebus in 
2010.

“It’s a great experience 
seeing different places and 
different cultures, but you 
always want to play in the 
NBA,” he said.

Dunston is still hoping 
for a shot down the road. 
Out of college in 2008, af-
ter finishing his Fordham 
career as the school’s sec-
ond all-time leading scorer 
with 1,832 points and its 
third all-time leading re-
bounder with 993 boards, 
he was invited to the Los 
Angeles Lakers summer 
league team.

The experience with 
the Lakers helped him 
learn what NBA teams 
are looking for in general, 
though every organization 
is different.

“It’s two different 
teams,” Dunston said. “But 
I know what every team is 
looking for, a guy who is an 
energetic hard worker.”

Former Cardozo star Jermaine Lawrence will compete in the Big 
Strick Classic at CCNY. Photo by Denis Gostev

Former Fordham star Bryant 
Dunston dunks over Orlando 
Magic’s Kyle O’Quinn during an 
NBA summer league basketball 
game. AP photo

Lawrence preps for fi nal year after strong summer

Former St. John’s Prep star 
heads to Italy’s top league 
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What Haron “H2O” Har-
grave saw as a possible one-time 
thing is now a continuing and 
blossoming event.

“Queens Week is about hav-
ing a stage to showcase your abil-
ity and talent,” he said.

What Hargrave started as 
Queens Day, along with co-found-
er David Buckno, six years ago, 
was a one-day unlimited street-
ball tournament at Roy Wilkins 
Park in Jamaica. First they added 
an extra day and last year the fes-
tivities were expanding over an 

entire week. That will continue 
Aug. 13-19 at Roy Wilkins Park.

Hargrave’s good friend Mark 
Arrington was shot and killed in 
Hollis in November 2007, when 
he was still at Sacramento State. 
That and the shootings of hip-hop 
artist Stack Bundles and Sean 
Bell, among others, were the in-
spiration for the event to promote 
nonviolence at its inception.

“We didn’t really know the 
response to it,” Hargrave said. “It 
just kept getting bigger and big-
ger. It feels great that things have 
been on the up. The progress of 
this is beyond belief.”

This time, the former Cam-

pus Magnet star and regular 
on the New York City streetball 
circuit has added an unlimited 
women’s tournament instead of 
just a single game as in the past, 
run by Renee Taylor. The former 
Monsignor Scanlan star played 
overseas for Helios in Switzer-
land last year.

“I told [Taylor], ‘This is your 
event, but we are going to do it at 
Queens Week,’” Hargrave said. 
“You get the girls’ teams. It feels 
good to have her on board.”

The $1,000 grand prize tour-
nament will take place Wednes-
day and Thursday will be part of 
a week packed with tournaments. 

An amateur/college men’s tour-
nament will take place Thursday 
and Friday and the winner gets 
a free entry into the $5,000-prize 
men’s unlimited showcase Satur-
day and Sunday. There is also a 
girls’ high school tournament.

Sunday is expected to be 
championship day, featuring each 
tournament’s title game, starting 
at 11 a.m. There will also be a free 
clinic run from Monday to Friday 
for kids ages 6-16 from 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. Kids can show up to any of 
the days as they please.

Friday night will be about 
more than basketball, as an art-
ist showcase or music and dance 

will take place at the park’s Black 
Spectrum Theatre, whose home 
troupe will also perform, at 7 
p.m.

Hargrave is proud of the 
sponsors he has in Powerade and 
the New York Knicks, among oth-
ers. He is hoping for a title sponsor 
to make Queens Week its own and 
help him expand it even more.

“You already have an estab-
lished organization and estab-
lished program that has shown 
growth,” Hargrave said. “You 
don’t have to do anything but 
back it.”

Queens Week b-ball program continues growth in Jamaica

W
eek 33

Easy #77 Hard #77

facebook.com/timesledger

Get your Queens news on Facebook:

at the Francis Lewis Win-
ter Ball. Nwajei got to sit on 
the bench as the Lady Blaz-
ers won its 14th straight 
PSAL Class AA title.

“It was kind of like, 
‘I can’t wait for that to be 
me,’” she said.

There was an adjust-
ment period to the Lower 
Manhattan school last year 
from Mary Louis, a small 
all-girls Catholic school. 
This coming season she 
will be looked at to be more 
than just an addition to the 
returning core, but a lead-
er. Nwajei has already been 

named a captain and will 
be part of a star-studded 
backcourt featuring sopho-
more Ashanae McLaughlin 
and Truman transfer Jo-
ella Gibson, who was her 
opponent last week.

“Her role is going to 
be different at Bergtraum,” 
Arbitello said. “I think she 
is ready to take on that 
leadership role.”

Continued from Page 49

Nwajei
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST. 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 8/22/12.

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

171717
Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8145-35K mi.   20 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

$49,981

$10,981
Auto, P/W, P/L, A/C, Stk#U8591-52K mi.

*

2006 
NISSAN MAXIMA 3.5 SE

$7,491
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8261-99K mi.

*

2006 
NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5 S SEDAN

$7,981
Leather, Sunroof, P/Seat, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8416-73K mi. 

*

2002 
CHEVROLET MONTE CARLO SS

$7,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8487-67 mi.

*

2007 
CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

$18,981
Auto, Leather, Moonroof, All Power, Stk#U8519-31K mi.

*

2010 
VOLKSWAGEN CC SPORT

$21,981
Leather, Moonroof, All Power, Stk#U8583-49K mi.

*

2008 
LEXUS IS250 AWD

$13,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U8239-36K mi.

*

2010 
TOYOTA COROLLA

$7,981
Leather, Sunroof, All Power, Stk#U8560-100K mi.

*

2001 
ACURA 3.5 RL

$33,981
Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, All Power, Stk#U8400-6K mi.

*

2009
DODGE CHALLENGER SRT8

$23,981
Leather, Roof, Nav, All Power, Stk#U8432-18K mi.

*

2008 
MERCEDES C300 4MATIC

See Our Viral Music Video www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

MANAGER’S SPECIAL
✔

$8 Oil Changes
✔ National Loaner Car Program 
✔ Free Towing Service
✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!
And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

TOM GRADY
PRE-OWNED

All Power, Stk#U8602-25K mi. 

BUY
FOR

2011 RANGE ROVER

HSE 4X4
*

$17,981
Leather, Moonroof, All Power, Stk#U8212-40K mi.

*

2008 
CHRYSLER ASPEN LIMITED

$20,981
Super Crew, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Stk#U8509-74K mi.

*

2007 
FORD F150 4X4 KING RANCH
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QUEENSWeekly
Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Claim based on a comparison of average download speeds of AndroidTM smartphones operating on the 4G LTE networks of national carriers in the United States. 4G speeds not available everywhere. Limited-time offer. HTC One X requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement 
with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs 
not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 
days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These 
are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen 
images simulated. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying voice 
and data plans required.

HTC ONE™ X
Super-fast 8.0 megapixel camera

Smartphones

on AT&T
Here in
  New York City.

.

Get all the coverage you need! 
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack. 

1.866.MOBILITY
ATT.COM/NETWORK

VISIT A STORE


	1XL0011Z0816
	1XL0021Z0816
	1XL0031Z0816
	1XL0041Z0816
	1XL0051Z0816
	1XL0061Z0816
	1XL0071N0816
	1XL0081N0816
	1XL0091Z0816
	1XL0101Z0816
	1XL0111Z0816
	1XL0121N0816
	1XL0131N0816
	1XL0141Z0816
	1XL0151Z0816
	1XL0161Z0816
	1XL0171Z0816
	1XL0181Z0816
	1XL0191Z0816
	1XL0201Z0816
	1XL0211Z0816
	1XL0221Z0816
	1XL0231Z0816
	1XL0241Z0816
	1XL0251Z0816
	1XL0261Z0816
	1XL0271Z0816
	1XL0281Z0816
	1XL0291Z0816
	1XL0301Z0816
	1XL0311Z0816
	1XL0321Z0816
	1XL0331Z0816
	1XL0341Z0816
	1XL0351Z0816
	1XL0361Z0816
	1XL0371Z0816
	1XL0381Z0816
	1XL0391Z0816
	1XL0401Z0816
	1XL0411Z0816
	1XL0421Z0816
	1XL0431Z0816
	1XL0441Z0816
	1XL0451Z0816
	1XL0461Z0816
	1XL0471N0816
	1XL0481N0816
	1XL0491Z0816
	1XL0501Z0816
	1XL0511N0816
	1XL0521Z0816
	1XL0531Z0816
	1XL0541Z0816
	1XL0551Z0816
	1XL0561Z0816
	1XL0571Z0816
	1XL0581Z0816
	1XL0591Z0816
	1XL0601Z0816

