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REMEMBRANCE FOR SIKHS KILLED
Jaskaran Ghotra, 8 (l.), and Jason Janjua, 7, stand outside the Gurdwara 
Sant Sagar temple in Bellerose, where members of the Sikh community 
gathered together for a memorial in honor of the victims of the shoot-
ing at a Sikh temple in Wisconsin. See related story on Page 4. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Avella blows 
whistle on free 
US Open tkts

BY PHIL CORSO

For more than 30 years, state 
and city officials have enjoyed free 
tickets to the US Open courtesy 
of the U.S. Tennis Association, 
but after one northeast Queens 
lawmaker called foul on the prac-
tice, the state Legislature’s Ethics 
Commission ordered the sports 
group to revoke the invitations 
from state officials.

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) said he always thought 
it was unethical for the USTA 
to invite lawmakers to sit in the 
President’s Box at the Flushing 
event, fully equipped with an 
open bar and exceptional views of 
the game.

And after reaching out to the 
USTA and the Legislature’s Eth-
ics Commission, the USTA was 
told to remove the perk.

“I know it is unethical,” 
Avella said. “They should have 
known better. This is a major in-
stitution.”

Avella said he received an 
invitation for the first time last 
year and denied the invitation be-
cause he saw it as inappropriate. 

Continued on Page 16

BY KAREN FRANTZ

The city Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission ended a 12-
year battle over the fate of Brinck-
erhoff Cemetery, a colonial-era 
burial ground in Fresh Meadows 
where some of Queens’ earliest 
settlers are buried, by voting 
Tuesday to make it a landmark.

The designation will pro-
tect the cemetery from changes 
that would be contrary to its ar-
cheological significance, calm-
ing fears of many preservation 
activists and elected officials that 
the owner of the property would 
develop the land.

“There is enormous interest 

and community support for this 
designation, for the preserva-
tion of this site,” said Landmarks 
Preservation Chairman Robert 
Tierney before the commission 
voted unanimously to make it a 
landmark.

The resounding vote evoked 
praise from those who have been 
long calling for the site to be land-
marked. Historic Districts Coun-
cil Deputy Director Frampton 
Tolbert said he was “thrilled” 
and Queens County Farm Muse-
um President James Trent said it 
was “great news.”

Elected officials also cheered 
the vote, with City Councilman 

Continued on Page 16

BY STEVE MOSCO

The Queens Borough 
Hall cherry tree massa-
cre produced a sequel last 
week.

Two dozen more cher-
ry trees were chopped down 
months after Borough 
President Helen Marshall’s 

office came under fire for 
allowing the Department of 
Citywide Administrative 
Services to chop down nine 
mostly healthy trees in or-
der to make room for a $17 
million atrium project, ac-
cording to Geoffrey Croft, 
of NYC Park Advocates. 

Croft said the city 

had promised to save the 
remaining trees by uproot-
ing and replanting them 
during construction of the 
atrium.

“When the news sur-
faced that the trees were 
coming down and the story 
received intense media at-

More trees cut at Boro Hall

The city tore down trees at Queens Borough 
Hall, but officials say they will be replaced. 

Photo courtesy Geoffrey Croft/NYC Park Advocates

BY REBECCA HENELY

In a capstone to a nearly yearlong fight, 
City Councilman Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and business owners in Jackson 
Heights announced Friday the controversy 
around the 37th Road Plaza was essentially 
over now that the businesses have created an 

Continued on Page 16

Merchants make peace 
over Jackson Hts. plaza

Continued on Page 16

City preserves
historic boro 
burial ground

Brinckerhoff Cemetery landmarked
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If you are experiencing any of these symptoms in your feet or hands, they 
are likely attributed to a condition called Neuropathy. Peripheral Neu-
ropathy is a very common condition that affects 20 million Americans 
and once identified, can be successfully treated. No matter how long you 
have dealt with the daily misery of these painful symp toms, Dr. David 
Zelefsky, M.D. invites you to sit down and explore the reality of relieving 
your pain. Here at NY Rehab, we perform a treatment protocol that has 

proven to provide pain relief where others have failed. Live a normal 
life again and enjoy the little things you have missed out on. 

“I was in constant pain from my neuropathy. The results 
have been wonderful. After just a few days, I began to 

notice a big difference in the way my legs felt. I start-
ed sleeping better and was able to walk down the 

street without any pain. I plan on telling every-
one about this treatment…THANK YOU for 

allowing me to enjoy life again.” 

                                           — Dale F. 

Call now to change your life.  

You can live pain free. 

Do you suffer from any of 
the following symptoms?  

FINALLY A SOLUTION TO GET RID OF  
THE PAIN IN YOUR LEGS AND FEET 
Patients suffering from symptoms caused by Peripheral Neuropathy

Numbness

Burning pain

Difficulty sleeping from  
 leg & foot discomfort

Prickling or tingling of  
 the feet or hands

Disclaimer: Due to Federal Law some exclusions may apply. Copyright © Epic Marketing 2012

718-956-6565
SPACE IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 30 CALLERS!  
Call today to schedule your Evaluation.

Leg cramping

Pain when you walk

Sharp electrical-like pain

 Covered by most insurance  
companies including Medicare

 Treatment is Safe, Easy and 
requires NO surgery

 Call today if you experience any 
degree of knee pain or discomfort

Start living your life pain free!

New Astoria Location 
28-18 31st St., 2nd Floor 

 Astoria, NY 11102
(at 31st St. and Newtown Ave.)

Valley Stream  
125 North Central Ave.  

Valley Stream, NY 11580
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
State education offi-

cials are currently review-
ing a Flushing charter 
school application that out-
lines a curriculum based 
on teachings from both an-
cient Chinese and modern 
Western philosophies, yet 
is rife with references to 
an acrid political debate in 
China and Flushing involv-
ing the spiritual movement 
known as Falun Dafa. 

The proposed Whole 
Elephant Charter School 
would hold classes for kin-
dergarten through fifth-
grade students in both 
English and Mandarin and 
would cover a wide variety 
of subjects like physics, 
chemistry and math, but 
also martial arts, medita-
tion and Chinese cooking, 
according to the applica-
tion.

“The Whole Elephant 
Elementary School at 
Flushing carries out the 
mission to establish an in-
novative education system 
which integrates the most 
frontier science of the West 
with the ancient science 
of mind-body-spirit from 
the East,” stated the ap-
plication, penned by the 
school’s creator , Dr. Lotus 
King Weiss.  She identifies 
herself as a practitioner of 
Falun Dafa, another name 
for the controversial Falun 
Gong meditation move-
ment.

Weiss wants to reach 
children born in America 
to illegal Chinese immi-
grants. These children, ac-
cording to the application, 
need assistance integrat-
ing into American culture 
but still need to retain their 
own.

The application went 
into great detail about how 
Chinese immigrants enter 
the country illegally with 
the help of human smug-
glers Weiss refers to as 
Snake Heads, and then owe 
massive debts that take 
years to pay off, the appli-
cation said.

That is why the school 

would also feature a dor-
mitory where the students 
would stay seven days a 
week, with the exception of 
both national and various 
religious holidays. A sam-
ple curriculum contained 
in the application shows 
various activities running 
from breakfast to bedtime, 
with allotments for scholar-
ly instruction, and watch-
ing movies and meditation.

Because of the extend-
ed hours of the school day, 
the school would only oper-
ate on a three-week sched-
ule. Every fourth week the 
children would be shuttled 
to another building upstate 
to experience nature and 
participate in community 
service activities, accord-
ing to the application.

Weiss, who states 
she was a lead cancer re-
searcher at Harvard Medi-
cal School, believes public 

schools lack a spiritual 
component, which she is 
careful not to define as re-
ligion but as another way of 
investigating the world.

The application de-
voted numerous passages 
to outlining the clash be-
tween the government of 
China and the Falun Gong 
movement.

Weiss also proposed 
that each student at the 
school perform the move-
ment’s unique brand of 
meditation before going to 
bed each night.

“Our charter school 
will therefore deliver the 
teachings of Falun Dafa to 
all students in our charter 
school, as a profound sci-
ence of mind-body-spirit, 
in the subject category of 
science,” Weiss said in the 
application.

The application said 
Weiss’ school would also 

impart spiritual teachings, 
which it refers to as spiritu-
al science, from Christian 
and Jewish figures such as 
Jesus or Moses as well as 
teaching from Buddhism 
and Daoism.

The state Department 
of Education stipulates that 
charter schools must be 
secular.

The application also 
devoted numerous passag-
es to disparaging the gov-
ernment of China — refer-
ring to it as “communist,” 
“twisted” and the source 
of blame for all manner of 
social ills — with which 
it has had well-publicized 
confrontations.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Dr. Lotus King Weiss stands with her daugher Lotus Blossom Weiss. Photo by Joe Anuta

State mulls spiritual school
Charter based on Falun Gong teachings proposed for Flushing

Empanadas become 
drug mules at JFK

BY RICH BOCKMANN

These empanadas are 
addictive, according to au-
thorities.

The city’s special nar-
cotics prosecutor last week 
announced a South Jamai-
ca man had been arrested 
and charged with heading 
a ring of criminals who 
snuck heroin and cocaine 
into the country from Ec-
uador by concealing the 
drugs inside empanadas 
flown into John F. Kennedy 
International Airport.

Some of Jorge Guer-
rero’s other favorite ways 
to conceal narcotics, ac-
cording to the charges, 
were inside chocolate bars 
and scuba diving diplomas 
soaked with drugs.

The six-month investi-
gation found that during his 
day job delivering luggage 
lost by passengers at La-
Guardia and JFK airports, 
Guerrero, 32, also allegedly 
stole pricey items he then 
sold for a hefty profit back 
in Ecuador, according to 
Special Narcotics Prosecu-
tor Bridget Brennan.

“Whether using ac-
cess to international cargo 
to profit from Ecuador’s 
bargain wholesale prices 
for narcotics, or pilfering 
designer underwear from 
personal luggage, the Guer-
rero organization rarely 
overlooked an opportunity 
to earn a dishonest dollar,” 
she said.

Brennan said that dur-
ing the six-month wiretap, 
investigators heard Guer-
rero allegedly discussing 
transporting shipments of 
cocaine and heroin, as well 
as stealing airline passen-
gers’ property from their 
baggage and attempting to 
cover his tracks by having 
security tapes erased.

The prosecutor said 
U.S. Homeland Security 
agents searched the apart-
ment Guerrero shared with 
his wife, Cecilia, at 106-26 
Union Hall St. Aug. 7 and 
found three ledgers detail-
ing the sales of items Guer-
rero had allegedly stolen 
from passengers dating 

back to 2011.
The agents also recov-

ered 13 suitcases, some of 
which bore tags with other 
people’s names; more than 
50 handbags with brand 
names such as Louis Vuit-
ton, Michael Kors, Burb-
erry, Coach and Prada; 15 
iPads, iPods and laptop 
computers; 20 cameras; 50 
watches; 30 pairs of sun-
glasses; bottles of high-end 
liquor; perfume; and cloth-
ing with the tags still at-
tached, Brennan said.

A search of the Bronx 
home of one of Guerrero’s 
alleged accomplices turned 
up more than a pound of 
heroin and cocaine, and the 
search of another suspect’s 
home in Brooklyn yielded 
Western Union wire trans-
fer receipts to an Ecuador-
ian drug supplier, accord-
ing to the prosecutor, and 
drug paraphernalia includ-
ing a scale, strainer, bags 
and drug cutting agents.

Over a three-month 
period, agents intercepted 
about nine pounds of co-
caine and more than two 
pounds of heroin from a 
warehouse at JFK and pri-
vate parcel delivery com-
panies in Newark, N.J., au-
thorities said.

Six people were 
charged with conspiracy, 
including Guerrero and his 
wife, as well as Luis Am-
able Caisa Altamirano, of 
40-40 69th St. in Woodside.

The city’s special narcotics 
prosecutor said that drugs 
were concealed inside empana-
das flown into John F. Kennedy 
International Airport. 

Photo courtesy ICE Homeland 
Security Investigations
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$99 MOVE IN SPECIAL

ZARA REALTY HOLDING CORP.
166-07 HILLSIDE AVENUE JAMAICA NY 11432

VISIT US AT WWW.ZARAREALTY.COM

QUEENS: 718-943-1150 or 718-291-3331 NASSAU: 516-292-6071
Brand New Studios 1, 2 & 3 Bdrms, Furnished & Unfurnished, Short and Long Term Leases

Present This Coupon & Receive up to $200
NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

OFFER EXPIRES DEC 2012

Some with Free Gas, Gym, Laundromat
Brand New Kitchens and Bathrooms
24 Hr. Maintenance and Emergency Repairs
24 Hr. Surveillance all Sites.
Professional and Friendly Staff

Clean, Secure, Comfortable & Affordable

Weprin defends religious attire for Sikh workers
BY PHIL CORSO

On the steps of the Sikh 
Cultural Society in Rich-
mond Hill and surrounded 
by dozens of community 
Sikhs, state Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Little 
Neck) joined with northeast 
Queens lawmakers Sunday 
to call on tougher measures 
against discrimination in 
the workplace.

Weprin said there was 
no better time than the 
present to revive the dis-
cussion about protecting 
the rights of uniformed em-
ployees and all New Yorkers 
against discrimination for 
wearing dress or garment 
in observance of religious 
practices.

He has authored a bill 
aimed at protecting em-
ployees of the city Fire and 
Police departments from be-
ing discriminated against 
for wearing religious garb.

“An individual should 
never have to choose be-
tween their place of em-

ployment and their reli-
gious observance,” Weprin 
said. “I am proud to advo-
cate for policies that codify 
inclusiveness and ensure 
discrimination will not oc-
cur no matter who the em-
ployer is.”

If re-elected to the As-
sembly, Weprin’s newly re-
drawn district will include 
constituents in the Sikh 
community.

The lawmakers opened 
the gathering outside the 
Sikh Cultural Society, at 
95-30 118th St., Sunday 
morning with a moment 
of silence in recognition 
of the deadly shooting at a 
Sikh temple in Oak Creek, 
Wis., in which six worship-
ers were killed.

Hoping to put a rel-
evant face on the issue, 
Weprin invited a Sikh city 
employee who worked for 
the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority and 
was ordered to remove his 
turban and wear an official 
MTA hat soon after the ter-

rorist attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001. The 23-year employee, 
Kevin Harrington, later 
filed a suit against the MTA 
and won his case.

After he initially ob-
jected to removing his tur-
ban, the MTA then request-
ed he simply wear a badge 
on the front of his turban, 

which was also unaccept-
able and viewed as not reli-
giously proper.

“As a nation, we will 
never be free if we continue 
to hate each other and hate 
America’s diversity,” Har-
rington said. “Exclusion, 
separation and discrimina-
tion are all part and partial 

of a mentality that can de-
stroy America.”

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
joined the lawmakers on 
the cultural society’s front 
steps and pledged that she 
would sponsor the bill in 
the Senate if re-elected in 
November.

“It is unfortunate that 
such legislation is neces-
sary in the first place,” 
Stavisky said. “We may 
look different, but our is-
sues are all the same.”

Other elected officials 
in attendance included As-
semblywoman Grace Meng 
(D-Flushing) and City 
Councilman Peter Koo (D-
Flushing).

“The Founding Fathers 
of this country provided 
freedom of religion as one 
of the fundamental rights,” 
said Harpreet Singh Toor, 
a coordinator and former 
president of the society. 
“Discriminatory practices 
that differentiate individu-
als based on belief, color or 
creed denies individuals 
of their constitutionally 
protected rights. This bill 
would codify the principle 
that all people should be al-
lowed to practice their reli-
gious beliefs without fear of 
reprisal from their place of 
employment.”

Kevin Harrington (c.), who won a suit against the Metropolitan Transportation Authority after he was 
ordered to remove his turban and wear an official MTA hat, says a law preventing discrimination in 
the workplace is necessary. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY JOE ANUTA
 
State Assembly Speak-

er Sheldon Silver (D-Man-
hattan) has mentioned Wil-
lets Point as a possible site 
for a casino should the state 
Legislature modify New 
York state’s constitution to 
legalize the currently taboo 
activity.

“When it comes to des-
tination, there are one or 
two areas throughout the 
state I expressed would be 
fine,” Silver said at a recent 
news conference, referring 
to both Willets Point and 
Coney Island in Brooklyn. 
“They should be focused on 
all-inclusive areas, destina-
tion areas that will bring 
economic development that 
maybe will outweigh the 
social ills that are sure to 
come with it.”

Willets Point would be 
a possible choice for a ca-
sino due to its proximity to 
the Citi Field stadium and 
the Billie Jean King Na-
tional Tennis Center, the 
speaker said, although he 
stressed he was not endors-
ing any one plan.

The city is currently 
poised to begin a $3 bil-
lion redevelopment of Wil-
lets Point, which involves 
cleaning contaminated soil 
and building retail, res-

taurants and a hotel along 
126th Street, where a series 
of auto body shops and in-
dustrial businesses now 
operate.

“Part of Willets Point 
is junk yards, a signifi-
cant number of junk yards.  
There isn’t a dense popula-
tion there,” Silver said. “It’s 
obviously accessible to the 
new Citi Field and the ten-
nis center, so it’s kind of a 
recreation area to begin 
with. That’s why the area 
might stand out as such.”

The 63-acre parcel 
proves enticing because 
other areas are too highly 
populated to house a ca-
sino, Silver said, citing the 
fact that a centrally located 
gambling den might pro-
vide too great a temptation 
for too many of the city’s 
residents.

“I’m saying we should 
not have casinos in densely 
populated parts of the city 
like Manhattan, where peo-
ple will go to lunch and are 
capable of losing a month’s 
pay, a week’s pay or a year’s 
pay,” he said.

But the city’s long-
term plan to develop the 
Iron Triangle involves cre-
ating a new neighborhood, 
complete with market-rate 
and affordable housing, 
office buildings, a school 

and small restaurants and 
shops catering to the resi-
dents that the city adminis-
tration envisions populat-
ing the area, according to 
plans from the developers.

Casino gambling is 
legal in many states in the 
Northeast, but New York 
currently allows only video 
lottery terminals, basi-
cally a digitized form of 
the state’s lottery. The Aq-
ueduct racino features the 
terminals in a casino-style 
setting.

Silver contends that 
instead of losing money to 
neighboring states, like 
New Jersey, Connecticut 
or Pennsylvania, New York 
should allow full-fledged 
betting by passing a consti-
tutional amendment, a pro-
cess which the Legislature 
has already undertaken.

Should it pass, the 
state would authorize the 
construction of seven casi-
nos, though Silver’s mus-
ings about possible sites 
is at least a year ahead of 
when locations could be of-
ficially bandied about.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

The pockmarked streets of Willets Point might make a perfect venue for a future casino, according to 
state Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver. Photo by Christina Santucci

Silver would support
casino at Willets Pt.
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BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Wasting water became 

a practice of the past at a 
playground in Glendale.

In a citywide effort 
to reduce water consump-
tion, the city Department of 
Environmental Protection 
teamed up with the city 
Parks Department to retro-
fit the playground’s spray 
shower with a two-minute 
cutoff button to limit water 
flow — the first of 400 to be 
retrofitted across the five 
boroughs.

“Water is one of the 
city’s most precious re-
sources and it’s important 
that we conserve it wher-
ever we can while also en-
hancing opportunities for 
New Yorkers to enjoy water 
outdoors,” said DEP Com-
missioner Carter Strick-
land, from the Glendale 
park on Central Avenue, 
last week. “By retrofit-
ting spray showers at play-
grounds throughout the 
five boroughs, we will im-
prove sewer capacity and 
reduce waste.”

According to Strick-
land, the $6 million DEP 
project will ensure the 
showers will spray cooling 
water only when they are in 
use. Without timers and re-
activation buttons, Strick-
land said the showers use 
close to 7,000 gallons of wa-
ter per day, but the addition 
of the retrofits is expected 

to reduce that consumption 
by 80 percent, or 5,600 gal-
lons per day.

After all 400 spray 
shower timers are installed 
by 2017, officials believe 
citywide water consump-
tion will drop by 1.5 million 
gallons per day. Currently, 
some playground sprin-
klers run nonstop from 
morning until night.

The reactivation sta-
tions will be installed 
about 10 feet away from the 
sprinklers with activation 
buttons youngsters can 

press to activate the show-
ers. The water will turn 
off automatically after two 
minutes.

A second spray shower 
timer was also installed 
at Maple Playground in 
Flushing ahead of the city-
wide launch.

The timed spray show-
ers were developed through 
the Municipal Water Ef-
ficiency Program, an in-
teragency partnership to 
implement water conser-
vation strategies in city-
owned facilities.

“The Parks Depart-
ment is pleased to partner 
with DEP to promote sus-
tainability through green 
infrastructure and water 
conservation,” said Parks 
Commissioner Adrian Be-
nepe. “The installation of 
timers at spray stations 
across New York City will 
conserve water and reduce 
the amount of runoff that 
enters our sewers, helping 
to prevent sewer overflows 
and water pollution during 
heavy rains.”

BY STEVE MOSCO
 
Parents and students 

are stirring up some drama 
in support of a school’s the-
ater department.

After learning IS 119 at 
74-01 78th Ave. in Glendale 
might send a beloved drama 
teacher, Evan Belhivanis, 
packing for budget reasons, 
supporters came together 
and decided to step out into 
the neighborhood to spread 
the word and save his job 
and the department.

“Mr. B. is a wonderful 
teacher and he inspires all 
of his students,” said Jesus 
Valdez, father of student 
Elina Valdez, who starts 
seventh-grade this upcom-
ing school year. “It is bad 
enough to lose a teacher 
like that. It is phenomenal 
what he gets out of the kids. 
His work positively affects 
other classes. These kids 
perform better because of 
it. This is a big deal.”

Supporters said they 
have secured more than 30 
letters for the teacher since 
learning about his possible 
departure last week.

Darlene DiSanti, a 
parent and member of the 
School Leadership Team, 
said losing Belhivanis puts 
the entire theater depart-
ment in jeopardy because 
the teacher is such an 
integral part of the pro-
gram. She also said losing 
performing arts classes 
could be detrimental to the 

students’ academic perfor-
mance.

“The fine arts pro-
gram is the secret to stu-
dents staying in school and 
being creatively alive while 
in school,” said DiSanti, 
who sent a letter asking 
for his help to state Sen. Jo-
seph Addabbo (D-Howard 
Beach), who said he is look-
ing into the situation. “The 
students in theater not only 
sing, dance and act, but 
they also present several 
concert programs through-
out the school year.”

DiSanti said Belhi-
vanis has worked with 
more than 300 students in 
his nine years at the school. 
During this time, she said, 
he has enriched their lives 
and given them a creative 
outlet in which to express 
themselves.

“We are fortunate to 
have a theater program,” 
she said. “Whether dona-
tions are materials, cos-
tumes or just time and sup-
port, the teachers, students 
and parents pull together 
and make a great effort to 
put together some great 
work.”

Now they are pulling 
together to support the one 
teacher they believe is the 
sole reason the program is 
such a success.

“Without Mr. B., we 
wouldn’t have a program at 
all,” said Elina Valdez.

The children lead city Parks Commissioner Adrian Benepe and city Department of Environmental 
Protection Commissioner Carter Strickland through a soaking procession. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo

Parks limits spray showers
Offi cials to retrofi t playground features with timers to save water

Students act to save 
drama teacher’s job
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT 
FREE SYNAGOGUE OF FLUSHING

Looking for a beautiful, spacious hall for your next event?
Our Social Hall is the perfect location.

It accommodates 250 people plus stage space.
Convenient to LIRR and 7 subway line 

Free on-site parking

Call 718-961-0030
or email rentals@freesynagogue.org

Free Synagogue of Flushing
41-60 Kissena Blvd. Flushing

New York State and the National Register of Historic Places

www.freesynagogue.org • 718-961-0030 • info@freesynagogue.org

Free on-site parking • Two blocks from Subway/7 train & the LIRR Main St. • Flushing Station

Weekly in June
Tuesdays: Mindfulness Meditation  at 7:30 PM
Fridays:            Shabbat Evening Service  at 8 PM
Saturdays:       Informal Worship & Torah Study  at 10:30 AM

Sunday, June 24 at 10 AM - 5 PM
OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything 
else in between at the Outdoor Flea 
Market being held on Sunday, June 24, 
July 22, August 26, and September 23 
from 10:00am to 5:00pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, 
August, and September dates.  Please 
contact the synagogue for details.

Wednesday, June 20 at 6:00 pm
RUSH HOUR CONCERT

When work ends, experience a different 
kind of rush hour on Wednesday, June 
20 at 6:00pm by heading over to the 
synagogue to hear a free classical 
musical concert.

Wednesday, June 27 at 12:00 Noon
LUNCH & LEARN WITH RABBI

F
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4

4
4

Sunday, July 22 at 10 am - 5 pm
OUTDOOR FLEA MARKET
Stock up on one-of-kinds, antiques,
vintage and new clothing, and everything
else in between at the
Outdoor Flea Market being held on Sunday,
July 22, August 26 and October 7 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
Vendor space is still available for the July, August and October dates.
Please contact the synagogue for details.

UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION CLASS:  HEBREW
Thursdays, August 9 through October 4 – 7:30 pm  
As part of his annual series of education at Free Synagogue, Cantor Steven 
Pearlson invites you to come and learn Hebrew. No knowledge whatsoever 
of Hebrew is required for the 
course.  Thursday evenings 
starting on August 9
through October 4
from 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm.
Registration required.  The cost is $5.00 per session for non-members 
or prepayment for all classes is $40.  For more information, please email 
cantor@freesynagogue.org or call (718) 961-0030.

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR
Sunday, August 19 – 10 am to 4:00 pm
We will be hosting a Community Health and 
Wellness Fair on August 19 from 10:00 am to 4:00 
pm. There will be a host of free services offered.  
More details to come.

ONGOING EVENTS IN JULY
 Tuesday - Rabbi Michael’s Meditation Class 7:30 pm
 Friday - Shabbat Service 8 pm
 Saturday - Torah Study  10:30 am

Devon Daniels, a 111th Precinct cop, is removed from his house af-
ter federal investigators found he allegedly betrayed his badge by 
helping a Jamaica drug dealer. Photo by Ellis Kaplan

BY PHIL CORSO

A Brooklyn federal 
grand jury indicted a 111th 
Precinct officer from Bay-
side after he was accused of 
supplying inside informa-
tion to a drug dealer from 
Jamaica.

Officer Devon Daniels, 
30, was indicted Friday by 
a grand jury in the Eastern 
District and was charged 
with four counts of making 
false statements to federal 
agents and four counts of 
accessing a computer data-
base without permission, 
according to the criminal 
complaint filed in the case.

Daniels, who worked 
within the 111th Precinct, 
was accused of feeding po-
lice information on license 
plates and narcotics probes 
to Jamaica heroin dealer 
Guy Curtis, head of the 
drug-dealing organization 
Pov City, prosecutors said. 
He was arrested in May, 
when prosecutors said a 
wiretap from the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administra-
tion found he was provid-
ing Curtis with police in-
formation from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and 
NYPD databases.

According to police, 
Curtis had already pleaded 
guilty to federal charges of 
conspiring to deal heroin 
in January. Daniels was 
released on bail and sus-
pended without pay, facing 
department sanctions, in-
cluding possible termina-
tion, regardless of the case’s 
outcome, police said.

The criminal com-
plaint obtained by the U.S. 
attorney’s office against 
Daniels outlined several 
instances in which the of-
ficer responded promptly 
to the calls fromCurtis and 
his drug ring. Officials said 
Daniels allegedly helped 
Curtis by running license 
plate information, provid-
ing an official police park-
ing placard and tipping 
him off with inside infor-
mation on narcotics inves-
tigations.

The court documents 
revealed Curtis had corre-
sponded with the 111th offi-
cer on various occasions to 
ask for advice or sensitive 
police information about 
his associates. In one in-
stance, Curtis had asked 
Daniels how to get “gunshot 
residue off your hands” and 
if he could “clap a felon” for 
him, the complaint said.

The criminal com-
plaint said Daniels also 
asked Curtis for favors of 
his own ranging from mon-
ey to borrowing Curtis’ ve-
hicles. The wiretap showed 
Daniels asking Curtis to 
help him in acquiring “any 
working revolver,” the 
court papers said.

Prosecutors said Dan-
iels once drove one of Cur-
tis’ vehicles to the scene 
where a fellow associate 
was arrested, The officer 
identified himself as a cop 
and asked information 
of the arresting officer, 
then relayed what he had 
learned back to Curtis, the 
complaint said.

According to federal 
authorities, the investiga-
tion had also found that 
Daniels allowed Curtis to 
use his bank account to 
transfer money with Jer-

maine Ward, a suspected 
drug dealer in Wichita, 
Kan. In one instance, Ward 
wired $3,500 to Daniels’ 
account before the officer 
withdrew the funds for 
Curtis, according to court 
papers.

Whenever Curtis had 
requested, Daniels would 
run criminal background 
checks for the drug dealer 
to gather license plate in-
formation, prosecutors 
said. Though investigators 
did not specify a motive, a 
source told the New York 
Post that Daniels and Cur-
tis were old friends.

“Yo do them plates real 
quick,” Curtis texted to 
Daniels, to which the offi-
cer replied, “What u need I 
got it,” the complaint said.

According to the docu-
ments, Daniels would re-
spond to Curtis’ inquiries 
using the password for his 
partner.

The DEA had been 
investigating Pov City, 
the heroin trafficking or-
ganization out of Wichita, 
since October 2008 with the 
NYPD’s Internal Affairs 
Bureau and the Internal 
Revenue Service, officials 
said, which led federal in-
vestigators to Curtis. 

Bayside offi cer charged
with helping drug lord
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We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Party Room Seats 
Up to 75!

Join Us On

Call For Our 
Daily Specials

Join Us for 
Sunday Brunch!

$14.95

PPPParty
U

Open 7 Days a Week  6 AM to 12 Midnight

BY JOE ANUTA

The group selected by 
the city to build a $3 billion, 
mixed-use neighborhood at 
Willets Point has revealed 
ambitious plans for the new 
neighborhood, but their vi-
sion would not have been 
possible without a separate 
proposed retail center on 
a parking lot to the west of 
Citi Field.

In June, the city ended 
a bidding process to develop 
a portion of the Iron Trian-
gle when it selected a plan 
proposed by the Manhat-
tan real estate firm Related 
Cos. and the real estate arm 
of the New York Mets, Ster-
ling Equities.

In the partnership’s 
proposal, 23 acres of Wil-
lets Point immediately to 
the east of the Amazin’s’ 
ballpark, currently home 
to a buzzing network of 
auto body shops and in-
dustrial businesses, would 
be developed and the soil 

beneath cleaned of toxic 
contamination, represen-
tatives from both entities 
said in a recent meeting at 
the TimesLedger Newspa-
pers’ offices.

But the entire project 
hinged on what is known 
as Willets West, a million-
square-foot entertainment 
and retail development 
slated for the western park-
ing lot near Citi Field that 
would not only provide eco-
nomic benefits to the devel-
opers, but would also help 
transform the area into a 
desirable place to live.

 If the project comes to 
fruition — it currently fac-
es opposition from a group 
of Willets Point property 
owners who fear the city’s 
possible use of eminent do-
main to seize their land — 
it would mark the end of a 
decades-long struggle to 
transform the area.

“What has been prob-
ably the biggest element 
here, the biggest hindrance 

to redevelopment, is the 
condition of the property,” 
said Ethan Goodman, the 
project manager and a law-
yer with Wachtel, Masyr & 
Missry. 

In order to build on the 
23 acres, the toxic soil be-
neath needs to be removed 
and properly disposed of. 
And when that happens, 

an underground barrier 
will be put in place, like a 
subterranean wall running 
around the perimeter of 
the site, in order to prevent 
any toxins from migrat-
ing from the surrounding 
contaminated soil into the 
clean soil.

Replacing the soil, slat-
ed to be completed in 2015, 

is the first in what the team 
referred to as a five-step 
transformation.

By 2016, the develop-
ers hope to have completed 
a series of low-scale retail 
and restaurant locations 
along 126th Street across 
from Citi Field, along with 
a 200-room hotel, which 
comprises the second step.

 The third step is build-
ing Willets West. It will 
be composed of about 200 
smaller stores along with 
one or two large anchor 
tenants, according to Good-
man.

But because it is on 
park land, the development 
becomes a legal issue.

A law stipulates that 
anything built on the prop-
erty is legal as long as it 
benefits the Mets, mean-
ing no other development 
firm could have proposed 
to build on the land aside 
from Sterling. The part-
nership contends the law 
allows the movie theaters, 

restaurants and other en-
tertainment venues they 
would like to build.

But opponents say the 
development is not only 
an egregious misuse of 
parkland but also illegal . 
The law would only permit 
something like a souvenir 
shop, for example.

Either way, Jesse 
Masyr , an attorney also 
from Wachtel, Masyr & 
Missry, said including a 
retail engine like Willets 
West was the only way to 
make the entire project eco-
nomically feasible, a way of 
hedging the partners’ bets 
when they have to also put 
 in housing, a much more 
risky investment that is 
required as part of the bid-
ding process.

“It was fundamental to 
our thinking,” he said. “We 
need to create a critical 
mass, an economic develop-
ment engine.”

Willets West would 

Jesse Masyr, an attorney, explains portions of the Willets 
Point redevelopment project as Glenn Goldstein looks on. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo

Retail center crucial to $3B Willets Pt. plan

Continued on Page 16
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COME VISIT OUR RETAIL LOCATION AND TAKE HOME 
HARD TO FIND GERMAN DELICACIES

Serving Fine German & Bavarian Cuisine for Over 40 Years

69-46 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale • (718) 386-3014 • Find out more at www.zumstammtisch.com

We pride our 
reputation on 

authentic, quality 
recipes, straight 
from Germany.

Schnitzelfest: Mondays & Tuesdays Prix fi x only $19.95
• Appetizer: Goulash Soup or Salad • Entrees: (Choose from either Pork or Chicken Cutlet) 

Wienerschnitzel, Wienerschnitzel Ala Holstein, Jagerschnitzel, Zigeunerschnitzel, Schnitzel in 
Kapernsauce, Schnitzel au Poivre (Entrees Served with Choice of Potato or Vegetable) 

• Dessert: Homemade Rice Pudding Individually Baked with Meringue Topping, Coffee or Tea

Now enjoy Zum Stammtisch classics for your next event. 
We offer many of our dishes in half or full size catering trays with all the trimmings.

69-40 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale (Next Door to Restaurant)

(718) 386-7200 

We Have all the Ingredients to 
Make this Barbeque Season a 

Culinary Success.

Including all the classics: 
Bratwurst, Hamburgers, Hot 
Dogs, Shish Kabobs, Steak, 

German Specialities and A Wide 
Variety of Mouth-Watering Salads.

N
E

W
!

Featured on the Food Network: The Best Thing I Ever Ate
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

King of Kings barbecue celebrates Jamaica community
Ninth annual event brings neighborhood together to bond and share great food, entertainment

BY PHIL CORSO

Dwayne Walker said he 
just recently learned about 
the King of Kings Founda-
tion, a group founded in 
southern Queens to stop 
gun violence and promote 
community involvement, 
but he was impressed by the 
group’s message and made 
the trip to Jamaica for the 
ninth annual Friends 4 Life 
community barbecue.

“They have an amaz-
ing story,” Walker said of 
the former gang members 
and King of Kings founders 
Todd and Lance Feurtado. 
“They impact lives and re-
ally give back to the com-
munity.”

Walker came to also 
push his own anti-violence 
group, the Anthony Walker 
Foundation. He said their 
shared goals drew him 
closer to the event.

The King of Kings 
Foundation celebrated the 
ninth annual barbecue 
event Saturday at the Norel-
li-Hargreaves Playground 
in Jamaica filled with food, 
entertainment and commu-
nity, including a visit from 
state Sen. Malcolm Smith 
(D-St. Albans).

Through the sizzling 
sounds of barbecues and 
the booming beats of the 
live bands, DJs and rap-
pers, King of Kings volun-
teers made their rounds 
assuring that everyone had 
a taste.

The key goal of the an-
nual event, Todd Feurtado 
said, was to encourage a vi-
olence-free area so commu-
nity families could become 
more closely involved with 
one another.

“We are just here to 
love on each other,” he said. 
“If we can bridge the gap 
and have everyone meet 

and get to know each other, 
it ceases the violence.”

From 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
music filled the park just 
across the street from 

where the Feurtado broth-
ers originally grew up. For 
the King of Kings found-
ers, Todd Feurtado said by 
bringing the community 

together, he and his brother 
could pay back a debt they 
owe to the community.

“Sometimes, people 
can’t seem to co-exist to-
gether,” he said. “When 
we say friends for life, we 
mean it.”

The event was started 
nine years ago, but has 
been held only three years 
at the Jamaica park. With 
as many as 2,500 people 
passing through and en-
joying the music, food and 
friendship, some of those 
who attended said the bar-
becue brought something 
the area needs a heaping 
dose of: love.

The Feurtado brothers 
are former gang members 
who said they shifted their 
focus to changing the lives 
of others by becoming moti-
vational and inspirational 
speakers.

“There is much more 
to this than just network-

ing and another day in the 
park,” said community ac-
tivist Judy Ortiz. “We are 
showing our love for the 
community by bringing ev-
eryone together.”

When booking the af-
ternoon’s musical events, 
Todd Feurtado said he 
made sure to enforce a 
strict anti-profanity policy 
for the various rappers and 
DJs performing. Referring 
to the Jamaica park as holy 
ground, he said the grow-
ing interest in the event 
must be cherished and re-
spected as an all-ages fam-
ily activity.

“For today, if not any 
other day, we will come to-
gether as a community and 
put on something that any-
one and everyone can en-
joy,” he said. “If we cannot 
make a child feel safe, then 
what is our existence for?”

Brothers and King of Kings Foundation founders Lance (l.) and Todd 
Feurtado mark the ninth annual Friends for Life community barbe-
cue in Jamaica. Photo courtesy King of Kings Foundation

City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. 
(D-Astoria) said he is requesting that the 
city Department of Transportation create 
emergency lanes on Queens Boulevard.

Vallone, chairman of the Council Pub-
lic Safety Committee, said he wrote a letter 
to DOT Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan 
last month after the ambulance corps 
throughout Queens said they had trouble 
getting through the packed thoroughfare 
in the midst of emergencies.

“I don’t think there’s an area of Queens 
Boulevard that isn’t thoroughly congested 
at rush hour,” Vallone said.

DOT Spokesman Scott Gastel said in 
an e-mail the department would consider 
a request for this or other street changes 
together with the FDNY.

Vallone said the emergency lanes 
would indicate which lanes motorists 
should leave when they hear an ambulance 
siren. He said traffic has been slowed on 
Queens Boulevard by various methods for 
safety reasons, but that means ambulances 
and fire trucks are also slowed.

“We’re asking for the same protection 
as they have in Manhattan,” he said.

Queens Blvd. needs more emergency lanes: Vallone

GET LOAN

Trans-Am Credit Solutions
Have A Job?

Outstanding Bills?

GET LOAN
No Application Fee

Personal Loans
Business Loans

Credit Cards Debt Loans
Home Improvements Loans

Auto
Bad Credit Loans

CALL TODAY: 1-800-752-0360x1
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OPEN HOURS
MON~SATURDAY

10 ~ 7PM
SUNDAY 12 ~ 5PM

253-16 Northern Blvd Little Neck, NY 11363
WWW.BIFUSA.COM       718-225-3100

BY JOE ANUTA

The mayor’s proposed 
ban on large sugary drinks 
has implications for a popu-
lar Asian beverage served 
on the streets of downtown 
Flushing, a group opposed 
to the proposal said.

Certain types of bubble 
tea, a Taiwanese invention 
and a libation ubiquitous in 
predominantly Asian com-
munities, would be banned 
in containers larger than 
16 ounces, according to 
New Yorkers for Beverage 
Choices.

The drink comes in 
many varieties, but typi-
cally consists of iced tea 
containing small, black 
balls of tapioca that gather 
at the bottom of the cup and 
can be sucked up through 
an enlarged straw.

“Bubble teas are im-
pacted,” said Eliot Hoff, 
spokesman for the group, 
though some varieties of the 
refreshment will be spared 
should the city Department 
of Health pass the mayor’s 
proposal in September.

If a cup of bubble tea 
contains more than 50 per-
cent milk, as many do, it 
will not be subject to the 
ban.

But many varieties do 
not meet that criteria, and 
because they are served 
pre-sweetened, restaurants 

that peddle the sugary po-
tables could be fined $200 
after a six-month grace pe-
riod expires.

That did not sit well 
with Lin Guye, who works 
at a bustling Flushing eat-
ery and tea shop called 
Corner 28. She contended 
that customers could just 
buy large sugary drinks 
at a nearby grocery store, 
circumventing the reduced 
size she would be forced to 
sell.

Guye was questioned 
by City Councilman Pe-
ter Koo (D-Flushing) as 
he went on a walking tour 
of three businesses in the 
downtown area to gauge 
restaurateurs’ opinions on 
the ban.

Koo, a former Repub-
lican and the owner of a 
chain of pharmacies, is op-
posed to the ban because 
of possible implications it 
would have for the econ-
omy, as well as residents’ 
right to choose what they 
drink.

“I understand the may-
or’s position,” Koo said. 
“But we have too many 
regulations on small busi-
nesses.”

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg has staunchly 
defended his plan, which 
would only apply to res-
taurants, movie theaters, 
sporting venues and food 

carts, as a way to cut down 
on rampant obesity and di-
abetes rates in the city and 
across the country.

The mayor cited sta-
tistics that show 58 per-
cent of the city’s adults are 
overweight or obese, as 
are 40 percent of the city’s 
schoolchildren, and one 
in four teenagers across 
the country has diabetes 
or pre-diabetes, according 
to statistics provided by 
Bloomberg’s office. 

Bloomberg contended 
that residents could still 
buy as much soda as they 
wanted, but they would 
have to purchase it in mul-
tiple bottles or cups, which 
the mayor hopes will make 
people realize the quantity 
they are actually consum-
ing.

The walking tour was 
orchestrated by New York-
ers for Beverage Choices, 
which is going on a media 
offensive across the city at 
the behest of multinational 
soda manufacturers to pan 
Bloomberg’s proposal and 
paint it as an infringement 
on personal freedoms.

The group advertises 
itself as “made up of indi-
viduals, businesses and 
community organizations,” 
although it is backed by the 
beverage industry’s trade 
association, American Bev-
erage Association.

City Councilman Peter Koo (c.) discusses the mayor’s proposed soda ban with a worker in a crowded 
downtown restaurant. Photo by Joe Anuta

Soda ban poses threat
to popular bubble tea
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BY KAREN FRANTZ
 
In a small Queens 

College dormitory suite, 
Adriana Molello is taking 
a private lesson in violin, 
but you might not guess it 
was an instrument she was 
studying if you just walked 
into the room.

Molello stands in the 
common area facing her 
teacher, Janet Packer, a fac-
ulty member of the Longy 
School of Music of Bard 
College in Boston.

“This is the step that 
we learned in dance class,” 
Packer says, bobbing up 
and down on her feet as she 
circles around the room, 
demonstrating a bourrée 
dance style. “You should be 
up on your toes.”

Molello mimics the 
move, and the two dance for 
a moment, laughing, before 
finally returning to their 
violins.

“Now what I want you 
to do — that feeling of being 
up, up, up — can you relate 
it to this?” Packer says, 
playing a few measures of 
a Johann Sebastian Bach 
composition that alternates 
loud and soft notes.

Molello plays the 
phrase, going up on her 

toes on the loud notes and 
falling back to her heels 
on the soft ones as she did 
while she was dancing.

She is one of 15 musi-
cians — some profession-
als, some students — who 
have traveled from near 
and far to participate in a 
unique program at Queens 

College: an innovative 
workshop that uses dance 
as an avenue for learning 
about the music of Bach, 
one of the most celebrated 
composers of all time.

At the weeklong pro-
gram, now in its second 
year, participants study not 
just the nitty-gritty techni-

cal details of Bach’s music, 
such as how to read a key 
signature to figure out his 
intended tempo, but also 
learn about Bach’s histori-
cal significance, play his 
music using the instru-
ments of the baroque era 
and, of course, learn the 
dances that would have 
been performed to his mu-
sic.

“Most modern musi-
cians and their teachers 
have very little understand-
ing of the character of the 
various baroque dances,” 
said Maria Matteo, an as-
sistant director of news ser-
vices for Queens College, in 
an e-mail to TimesLedger 
Newspapers.

Yet much of the era’s 
vocal and instrumental 
music use dance idioms, 
such as “courante,” “min-
uet” and “gigue.” Learn-
ing those dances thus helps 
musicians develop a better 

understanding of Bach’s 
music, Matteo said.

Participants guide 
much of their own learning 
by choosing the pieces they 
would like to work on. They 
also receive one-on-one 
training from six faculty 
members, including Pack-
er, who is the 2012 Massa-
chusetts String Teachers 
Studio Teacher of the Year, 
and they take classes with 
the program leader, Profes-
sor Emeritus Ray Erickson, 
a Bach scholar who once 
taught at Juilliard.

The workshop’s em-
phasis on dance seemed to 
spark excitement among 
the participants.

“I’m here to immerse 
myself more into the style, 
how to play Bach, to learn 
more about the influences 
on him,” said Martin Dicke, 
a longtime director of a 
Bach Festival in Peoria, Ill.

Ray Erickson, a Bach scholar and program leader of the workshop, plays the harpsichord at Queens 
College. Photo by Karen Frantz

Weeklong workshop offers unique look at life of Bach
Queens College draws pupils from afar to learn music of seminal composer along with culture of his time

The educators behind the proposed Achievers of New York Charter 
School for Student-Centered Education and Entrepreneurship plan 
to co-locate with IS 59 in Springfield Gardens until 2015. 

Photo by Christina Santucci

BY RICH BOCKMANN

Southeast Queens al-
ready has three charter 
schools and, for the time 
being, that may be all it can 
comfortably handle.

A group of educators 
has a proposal to open a 
new charter school in Dis-
trict 29 in fall 2013, but 
since the former private 
school building it wants to 
occupy will not be available 
until 2015, the plan calls to 
share a building for two 
years with a public school 
that has had its problems 
with co-location before.

The lead applicant for 
the Achievers of New York 
Charter School for Student-
Centered Education and 
Entrepreneurship is Lori 
Jones-Dessilanes, a Nassau 
County resident who lived 
in Laurelton for 30 years 
and graduated from IS 59 in 
Springfield Gardens.

Her plan for the char-
ter school is to enter into an 

agreement with the Catho-
lic Diocese of Brooklyn to 
occupy the former home 
of the St. Pius X Catholic 
School in Rosedale.

That building, howev-
er, will not be available un-
til 2015, so in the meantime 
Jones-Dessilanes proposed 
that her charter school 
share the building with her 
alma-mater, IS 59, for two 
years.

IS 59, at 132-55 
Ridgedale St. in Jamaica, 
 has been sharing its build-
ing with another school 
since 2010 and critics have 
said the pairing has been 
unfair to the school’s stu-
dents.

City Councilman Le-
roy Comrie (D-St. Albans) 
stood with parents two 
years ago when they pro-
tested the city Department 
of Education’s plan to move 
the Eagle Academy for 
Young Men from its home 
in Jamaica to the Spring-
field Gardens school, say-

ing it would inhibit IS 59’s 
growth.

It was Eagle Academy 
that eventually outgrew 
the space, and earlier this 
year the DOE announced it 
planned to move the school 
in fall 2012 to the St. Albans 
home of the Greater Allen 
AME Christian School, 

which closed at the end of 
the school year due to fi-
nancial difficulties.

Comrie once again op-
posed co-location earlier 
this year when the DOE 
announced it planned to 
replace the outgoing Eagle 
Academy with the popular 
Cambria Heights Acad-

emy, a plan it eventually 
scrubbed.

But Comrie, who still 
says “I’m not crazy about 
co-location,” has backed 
the Achievers of New York 
Charter school proposal 
and wrote a letter to the 
SUNY Charter Schools In-
stitute supporting Jones-
Dessilanes’ application.

 “I was very impressed 
with her background, 
knowledge and desire to 
create a program,” the 
councilman said. “We need 
another school for more 
specialized needs.”

Jones-Dessilanes said 
she was well aware of IS 
59’s history with co-location 
and, if granted the charter, 
she would work to make 
sure the arrangement is 
mutually beneficial for stu-
dents at both schools.

“I am making every ef-
fort possible so that our re-
lationship, meaning myself 
and the current principal, 
works cohesively for all the 

kids in the community,” 
she said.

Jones-Dessilanes’ ef-
forts have yielded letters of 
support for her school from 
southeast Queens clergy 
and other elected officials.

Southeast Queens al-
ready has three charter 
schools: the Rochdale Early 
Advantage Charter School 
in Baisley Park (District 
28) and the Merrick Acade-
my/Queens Public Charter 
School in Queens Village 
and the Riverton Street 
Charter School in St. Al-
bans, both of which are in 
District 29.

Alicia Hyndman, pres-
ident of District 29’s Com-
munity Education Council, 
said the debate over char-
ter schools tends to be most 
controversial when they in-
clude co-locating with pub-
lic schools.

She said both schools 
in her district have their 
own buildings.

Comrie backs charter school plan to share IS 59 space
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Wife could stop deportation

A Bangladeshi national who 
lives in Sunnyside with his three 
young children is being held in a 
detention center in New Jersey, 
even though his wife is an oath 
away from becoming a citizen.

“It is the end of the world,” 
said Lipiara Begum, whose hus-
band Mohammad Anwarul Islam 
was arrested Feb. 10. “I do not like 
to know anything, because I want 
my husband back.”Begum, a permanent resi-

dent, has been relying on the help 
of her family friends ever since Is-
lam was arrested and taken to the 
Essex County Correctional Facil-
ity in Newark. She and Islam 
have three children who were 
born in the United States: 5-year-
old Afnan Fazia and 19-month-old 
twins Afrina Anwar Farah and 
Afsa Anwar Zarah, who were 
born premature and have medi-Continued on Page 1

Halloran scolds Dems over newAssembly lines
At a Republican gathering 

Sunday evening, City Council-
man Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) 
criticized the Democratic lead-
ership in the state Assembly for 
redrawing legislative boundar-
ies in a way that gerrymandered 
part of one northeast Queens dis-
trict and minimized the voice of 
GOP voters.

“Everywhere they could, 
they cut us in half,” he told mem-
bers of the Queens Village Repub-
lican Club during its annual Lin-
coln’s Day Dinner.“The 26th Assembly Dis-

trict — the strongest Republican 
district in the county of Queens 
— they cut it in half to prevent Re-
publicans from being able to run 
successfully for office,” he said.

State Assemblyman Ed 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) repre-
sents the 26th District, which cov-
ers Whitestone, Bowne Park, Au-
burndale, Bayside, Douglaston, 
Little Neck and Glen Oaks.The councilman was refer-

ring to the western portion of Dis-
Continued on Page 20

Flushing residents 
packed into a neighborhood 
mall Friday night to watch 
New York Knicks superstar 
Jeremy Lin, just hours af-
ter Time Warner Cable and 
Madison Square Garden 

reached an accord allowing 
fans to watch games from 
home.

The contract between 
the cable company and 
MSG had run out Dec. 31, 
which meant many Queens 
residents could not see the 
Knicks play, which led some 
civic leaders to take matters 

into their own hands.Fred Fu, head of the 
Flushing Development Cen-
ter, organized a viewing of 
the game Friday night at 
Flushing Mall, at 135-20 39th 
Ave.

The Knicks took on 
the New Orleans Hornets 

Lin madness hits Flushing

Continued on Page 18

Westway Motel off homeless shelter list
State Assemblywoman Aravella Simo-

tas (D-Astoria) said despite rumblings that the 

Westway Motel could become a full-time shel-

ter for homeless families, the city Department 

of Homeless Services decided not to consider it 

Continued on Page 20
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Residents worry this property might be sold and turned 
into a shelter, jeopardizing safety and property values. 

Photo by Yinghao Luo

BY STEVE MOSCO

Residents in Glendale 
are banding together to 
keep a possible shelter from 
becoming a neighborhood 
reality.

Rumors began to swirl 
last week that the owner 
of 78-16 Cooper Ave. was 
in talks with an unnamed 
nonprofit to transform the 
vacant building into a shel-
ter for the homeless and re-
cently released convicts.

After the chatter start-
ed on the Glendale Civic As-
sociation’s Facebook page, 
residents’ worries were 
quickly legitimized when 
elected officials addressed 
the unconfirmed reports, 
ensuring they were against 
the possibility of any such 
facility popping up in Glen-
dale.

“I do not support turn-
ing this site into a shelter,” 
said City Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Crowley (D-Mid-

dle Village) in a letter to 
the civic group. “The site 
should be developed to en-
rich the community.”

According to Crow-
ley’s office, the property is 
zoned M1-1 for manufactur-
ing, not residential use. An 
M1-1 zone is meant to bring 
economic opportunity and 
services to a community, 
but the land-use laws al-
low for hotels in the zone 
and the city has permitted 
shelters in this zone before, 
Crowley said.

“But to give an occu-
pancy certificate to a shel-
ter in this location would 
be an inaccurate manipula-
tion of the law and should 
be stopped,” Crowley said.

The property’s owner, 
Michael Wilner, of Wilner 
Realty Management LLC, 
did not return requests for 
comment.

 Crowley said she has 
been in talks with the own-
er, who said the building 

has been vacant for the past 
20 years. He also told the 
councilwoman that he has 
not signed any agreement 
on leasing the approximate-
ly 70,000-square-foot space 
and is willing to show the 
building to interested buy-
ers.

Wilner has spoken 

to nonprofits, according 
to Crowley, but it was not 
known where any of the 
groups operate homeless 
shelters.

State Sen. Joseph Add-
abbo (D-Howard Beach) 
said while a homeless shel-
ter in the community would 
be a concern, he wants resi-

dents to have up-to-date, ac-
curate information.

“My guess is the prop-
erty owner has spoken to 
many prospective buyers,” 
he said. “This rumor got 
out and caused a ripple ef-
fect in the community. Un-
til we know the facts, we 
want to remain calm and 
address the issue. I’m going 
to keep a close eye on the 
negotiations.”

Both Addabbo and 
Crowley said the city De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices has a legal process 
that must be followed be-
fore any site is approved. 
The elected officials said 
this process can potentially 
take months and the local 
community board must be 
notified before an applica-
tion begins.

Community Board 5 
Chairman Vincent Arcuri 
said his office had not re-
ceived any notifications as 
of yet.

Meanwhile, residents 
said the prospect of such 
a facility was enough to 
cause worry about safety 
and property values.

Kathy Danile Masi, 
president of the Glendale 
Civic Association, said that 
while property values are 
a concern, most residents 
fear for the safety of neigh-
borhood children.

“First and foremost, 
we need to know what it 
is. If you’re telling me it’s 
a shelter for recent prison 
releases, I have a problem 
with that. If you’re telling 
me it’s a shelter for pedo-
philes, I have a problem 
with that,” said Masi, who 
noted that three schools sit 
in close proximity to the 
property. “The responsibil-
ity is on the elected officials 
to find out what it is and tell 
the community what is go-
ing on.”

The first match during the Final Four round between Team 
Underrated and the Determined Student Athletes gets underway. 

Photo by Rich Bockmann

BY RICH BOCKMANN

For most of the year, 
the basketball rims at St. 
Albans Park stand bare, 
but for a few weeks in the 
summer the hoops are out-
fitted with nylon nets as 
young men from southeast 
Queens sweat it out and 
learn a few life lessons in 
the process.

“This park is never be-
ing used for tournaments. 
We want to bring a little 
back to the community,” 
said Rob Moses, director 
of the More Than a Game 
Basketball Invitational. 
“Through basketball they 
learn about teamwork, 
working harder and just 
playing together. The play-
ers learn to be humble.”

Last week’s Final Four 
action kicked off around 7 
p.m., when Team Underrat-
ed and Determined Student 
Athletes started the first of 
the high school division’s 
two matches. Moses said 

the tournament began with 
20 junior high and high 
school teams made up of 
about 200 players, many of 
whom come from disadvan-
taged backgrounds and use 
basketball as a means to 
better themselves.

One of those young 
men was Darryl Adams, the 
teenager from Thomas A. 
Edison Career & Technical 
Education High School who 
Moses coached on the New 
York Blackhawks team. Ad-
ams lived in the South Ja-
maica Houses and survived 
a brush with death when 
he was shot in June 2011 as 
he was walking home with 
a friend, who was fatally 
shot.

Adams’ mother tried 
to move her son out of 
the housing projects, but 
in March he was gunned 
down in cold blood at the 
age of 18.

Moses said the young 
man had made his fair 
share of poor decisions, but 

he was devoted to playing 
basketball and starting to 
head down the right path.

“I remember Darryl 
as one of those kids, early 
in high school never re-
ally went to class but he 
wanted to play basketball 
on the college level, and he 
started to get his grades 
up,” he said, pointing out 
that Adams’ presence was 
missed this year. “A lot of 
kids know him. This is his 
community.”

As encouraging as he 
finds it to see the young 
men spend their nights 
playing basketball with 
each other, Moses said he 
fears many of them may 
succumb to the same fate 
Adams did.

“Every day I worry 
about that,” he said.

One of Adams’ team-
mates, both at Edison and 
on the Blackhawks, was 
16-year-old Omar Paul, who 
said he, too, recognized the 
direction Adams’ life was 

taking.
“He was making 

changes. Before he wasn’t 
doing the right thing,” he 
said.

Paul, who said he also 
wants to play professional 
basketball, said he does 
well in school and is con-
sidering going to college 
where he may study to be a 
lawyer or doctor. He joked 
and laughed with his Black-
hawks teammates as they 
watched the Determined 
Student Athletes best Team 
Underrated 31-26.

“I feel like we connect 
more,” he said of the bond 
he forges with his friends 
through the league. “We 
feel more like a family each 
and every day.”

The Blackhawks would 
go on to edge out their op-
ponents, Team Positive Di-
rection, by a score of 40-39, 
setting up a championship 
match with the Determined 
Student Athletes for this 
week.

Darryl Adams remembered at St. Albans b-ball tourney

Glendale dismayed by homeless shelter rumors
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The Astoria Park Alliance 
hosted a watermelon-eating 
contest during Astoria Park 
Shore Fest. (Clockwise from 
top l.) Ryan Shintani enjoys 
a slice of watermelon; Nisha 
Gupta (c.) has a cheer-
ing section; Anuka Sarkar 
of Astoria finishes her 
piece under the tent; Willie 
Dominguez (c.) chows down; 
Ja-lyn Williams waits pa-
tiently to begin eating; and 
several watermelons were 
cut up for festival goers. 

Photos by Christina Santucci 
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M Gennaro (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) saying, “As colonial-
era Queens settlers were 
known to exclaim upon 
hearing great news, it is ap-
ropos that we should huz-
zah on this day.”

Brinckerhoff Cem-
etery, on 182nd Street be-
tween 69th and 73rd ave-

nues, dates back to the 1730s 
and is the burial ground of 
nearly 80 people from the 
Brinckerhoff, Adriance, 
Snedecker and other fami-
lies.

It has become over-
grown over the years, with 
brush covering the site and 
the headstones having long 
been stolen or swallowed by 
the ground.

The landmark desig-
nation brings the cemetery 
wider recognition as a his-

toric site and makes it eli-
gible for additional funding 
for its upkeep.

“This is definitely a 
very positive first step,” 
said Marisa Berman, exec-
utive director of the Queens 
Historical Society.

She said she hopes in 
the future the cemetery 
could be made a destination 
that is open to visitors.

The next step for com-
munity preservationists is 
to find a nonprofit group 

that can acquire, develop 
and maintain the cemetery. 
The Queens County Farm 
Museum is currently con-
sidering whether it will 
step into that role and has 
formed a committee to ana-
lyze the benefits and costs.

The organization will 
vote on the issue at its next 
board meeting in Septem-
ber.

The cemetery became 
the subject of controver-
sy when the family that 

owned the land indicated 
they wanted to build houses 
there. The Queens Histori-
cal Society sued to prevent 
development on the prop-
erty and the LPC put the 
cemetery on its calendar 
for landmark consideration 
in 2000.

Pressure intensified 
on the commission to make 
a decision two years ago 
when the cemetery was sold 
again to Linda’s Cai Trad-
ing Inc. Representatives of 

the owner argued the land 
should be allowed to be de-
veloped because it was un-
likely human remains still 
exist on the property.

Landmarks rejected 
that argument, saying 
research staff concluded 
there was no reason to be-
lieve the burials are not 
still there.

Continued from Page 1

Burial

Upon learning of the Ethics 
Commission’s decision, the 
USTA complied and started 
revoking invitations to 
state lawmakers, a USTA 
spokeswoman said.

Since 1978, it has been 
standard practice for the 
USTA to send invitations to 

both state and city lawmak-
ers, the spokeswoman said.

And because of the 
ruling, now city lawmak-
ers, including City Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn 
(D-Manhattan), must wait 
for a decision from the city 
Conflicts of Interest Board 
on whether they, too, must 
decline a free invitation to 
the event.

“This is a case of ev-
erybody here wanting to do 

the right thing,” the USTA 
spokeswoman said. “The 
invitations were made out 
in good faith based on the 
USTA’s understanding of 
what gifts were. If the rules 
are changing, then we will 
adapt.”

The USTA said it has 
not received any negative 
blowback from elected offi-
cials as it works to rescind 
the US Open invitations.

“If you’re inviting 

Continued from Page 1

Avella

organization to care for the 
space.

“I have looked forward 
to this day coming for a 
very long time,” Dromm 
said.

Business owners Agha 
Saleh and Shazia Kausar 
instituted the new group, 
Sukhi NY. The organiza-
tion, the name of which 
means “prosperity and 
happiness” in Hindi, aims 
to both work with the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion to improve the quality 
of life in the plaza and hold 
events there to bring the di-
verse populations of Jack-
son Heights together.

“This is the best solu-
tion,” said Kausar, who is 
president of the organiza-
tion and owns the café Bom-
bay Chat. “We will make 
this plaza beautiful and 
more people will come.”

Following the find-
ings of a transportation 

study for Jackson Heights 
and with the approval of 
Community Board 3, the 
city DOT installed a plaza 
on 37th Road between 73rd 
and 74th streets in Octo-
ber. After 37th Road was 
closed, many business own-
ers said they experienced 
large drops in their sales 
and witnessed an increase 
in vagrancy. They raised 
their problems at multiple 
meetings with the DOT and 
members of CB 3.

As the weather be-
came warmer, however, 
more shoppers and resi-
dents began to use the pla-
za. Sukhi hopes to keep the 
momentum going by using 
the plaza as a place to hold 
events.

From Thursday, Aug. 
16, to Monday, Aug. 20, 
Sukhi will hold a Chaand 
Raat Festival/Eid Baazar 
to celebrate the end of the 
Muslim holy month of Ra-
madan.

“You will see this 
street further transformed 
into a beautiful area in 
honor of those holidays,” 

Dromm said.
Both Shiv Dass, presi-

dent of the Jackson Heights 
Merchants Association, 
and Mohammad Peer, of 
the Bangladeshi Merchants 
Association, said they were 
glad a compromise had 
been reached.

“This is a great day,” 
Peer said. “After months of 
misunderstanding, we have 
restored our differences.”

Dromm said he be-
lieved a solution was able 
to be reached because 
throughout the debate the 
lines of communication 
were kept open between 
those who opposed the pla-
za and those who were for 
it. He encouraged all resi-
dents, even non-Muslims, 
to take part in the Eid cel-
ebration and enjoy the di-
verse community.

“We are all in this to-
gether, and as Agha said, 
we are all Americans,” 
Dromm said. “This is our 
neighborhood. These are 
all our shops.”

Continued from Page 1

Plaza
tention, construction was 
put on hold and the city 
promised they would save 
the remaining trees, but 
that did not happen,” said 
Croft, whose organization 
is a nonprofit dedicated to 
supporting city parks. “The 
reason? The cost.”

Marshall spokesman 
Dan Andrews said the 
borough president’s office 
spoke to several arborists 
and decided uprooting the 
trees was not cost efficient 
and there was no guarantee 
the trees would survive.

“Based on the findings 
of several arborists, it was 
decided that the prudent 
course of action was to not 
transplant uprooted trees, 
which had only a possibil-
ity of surviving and in-

stead double the number of 
uprooted trees with 24 new 
trees that will be planted as 
part of the atrium project,” 
Andrews said. “Multi-thou-
sands of dollars would have 
been necessary to trans-
plant and maintain the 
trees uprooted with only 
a definite maybe that they 
would survive transplanta-
tion.”

Andrews went on to 
say the trees, which were 
aging, were removed and 
the project is moving for-
ward. He said more than 
double the number of trees 
taken down will be planted 
and will live longer.

At the time that the 
original nine trees were 
taken down, Administra-
tive Services said the trees 
were diseased, but accord-
ing to an e-mail obtained 
by Croft all but three of the 
trees were deemed in “good 
condition” by the landscape 

architectural firm Abel 
Bainnson & Butz during an 
assessment survey.

The e-mail said an 
arborist with Abel Bainn-
son & Butz concluded that 
“three cherries in the 
northern lawn area should 
be removed because of dis-
ease, decline, etc., and the 
remainder of the cherries, 
while in desperate need for 
pruning, are in good condi-
tion.”

In that same e-mail, 
the landscaping firm gave 
city officials two options on 
how to deal with the cher-
ry trees. The first option 
called for the removal of 
three trees and the preser-
vation of the rest, while the 
second option recommend-
ed removing all the trees.

Reach reporter Steve 
Mosco by e-mail at smosco@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4546.

Continued from Page 1

Trees

elected officials as pub-
lic servants to maybe an-
nounce the 2012 US Open, 
then that is one thing,” 
Avella said. “It is a com-
pletely different thing to 
offer an elected official the 
opportunity to pick a match 
and get something for noth-
ing that an average citizen 

would have to pay for.”
Avella said his office 

looked into the cost an av-
erage tennis fan would pay 
to receive the same benefits 
that elected officials were 
given for free and found it 
to be roughly $1,000 a per-
son for a standard box.

“They needed to be 

slapped on the wrist,” Avel-
la said. “It boggles my mind 
that this was going on in 
the first place.”

Reach reporter Phil 
Corso by e-mail at pcorso@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4573.

also make the area a more 
desirable place to live, he 
said.

Glenn Goldstein, pres-
ident of Related, said the 

tepid housing market that 
has affected other develop-
ments in Queens proved to 
his team that an economic 
center was needed in order 
to fulfill what the city want-
ed to see at Willets Point.

“It just reaffirms our 
thoughts that the market 
now isn’t there and we 

needed to create a place 
where people want to live,” 
he said.

The fourth step in 
the plan calls for the con-
struction of additional exit 
ramps off the Van Wyck 
Expressway, built on the 
city’s dime, in 2021, which 
will pave the way for the 

final portion of the project, 
the construction of market-
rate and affordable housing 
set to begin in 2024 and end 
in approximately 2028.

“We would envision 
that it wouldn’t all be built 
at once,” Goodman said. “It 
would probably be an or-
ganic, block-by-block devil-

ment.”
Amid grousing from 

city lawmakers about the 
delay of the housing, Masyr 
contended delaying the 
housing is essential to re-
sponsibly developing the 
area.

“To put some amount 
of housing in Willets now 

we think would be inappro-
priate,” he said. “There is 
no community there, there 
is no service there, we 
think development needs 
to occur organically and 
doesn’t get dropped from a 
helicopter.”

Continued from Page 8

Willets










